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Plalm 126, Vcr'fc 1v.

Tea, the Lord has don

_ great’ tbirzc«gs far %5 already ,
whereof we rejoyce.

HIS Pfalmtisbeliev'd was compil’d by Zfdras, and’twas
’1 fung by Zfraei as a Thankfgiving unto God when he
“ turn’d their Captivity ; in which they devoutly: ac-
knowledge his Mercy, and joytully eclebratehis Praife, The Lord
bas don great things for us, whereof we rejoyce,

-1 fhall not confine my Meditations on the Text to this pecu:
give it.a larger extent, as confiderd ab-

firactedly in its flf: and in the haadling of i, I will do only

Two things,

. Firft, To enquire what matter of rejoy¢ing our God: has af-
forded us,  And - i

2dly, To deduce fome vfeful Tnferences from the folution of_
this Enquiry, 20 ¢
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Upon the holy Robe of Aaren'’s Ephod, there were Bells of .
Gold fix’d between the Pomegranatef roungd abdu:tf"ﬁﬂts,
33. the myftery whereof by interpretation was, thatfor eye
fingle benefic we receive, we thou'd thankfully acknowledge
God’s goodnefs in giving it.  Aod we find Sc. Pan/ pre(cribing _,
the duty of Thank(giving in the fame Laritude, Epkef §.20,
Give thanks wnto God-wlwaysfor all things's and in'the 1. Ep. The/.
5. 13 In every thing give thanks: The o mmén';[)ai]y Blc(ﬁngs :
beftow'd upon us, tranfcend the bounds o “WNumeration, and they -
juftly Command a conflant gratitude. _Butthe rare and remark-
able occurrences of Providence, do prefent unto us'a more fpecial -
feafon for the celebration of this Homage. Such extraordinary -
banefits do frequently happen to particular Perfons,nay,there are
I beliove few but meet with them fome time or other, and as ofe
as they do, they fhou'd found forth the Divine beneficence, by
particular alts of Praife. And the collation of fuch Favours on
a Nation or People, befpeaks and requires ‘a gencral Thankfziv-
ing, and all that fharc in the Bounty, are oblig’d to joyn in the Sa.
crifice, Of thefe publick Mercics. We have'a great' many to com-
memorate, toomany to be crouded into one Sermon, and there.
fore Ihall atprefent, only Recommend unto you thefs Four,
viz, : .‘

xft' The Refauration of our Peace ot Kowie. -

2d. 7 he good Succefs of our Affaiys abroad..

-.3d The Prefervationof our K. ing from  the manifold great Dan.
gers whereunto ke bas been exposd, | T
4th  The happy Affembling of this Auguft Senate: -
- ¥. Among worldly bleflings, Peace has been always efleem’d:
the molt valuable, partly becaufe it comprizes many excellen-
cies in its {elf, and partly becaufe tis the Parent thatbears, of at.
leaft the Breaft that gives Suck to all other comforts’ and enjoy-
menzs, and {o ’tisakind of Epitome ofigood things. © I fhall not
now recount the advantages of it, you know them by the Frui:
tion. - But it werecollect the gricvous circumftances, wherewith
we were latcly encompals'd;. or look back en thofe boyfierouss

e st b, B
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Seas, threu%h which we have made our Post: “rwould juflhye

~ heighten both our cflimate of the Divine voucﬁfafcmﬂnts to-us,
i and our . thqr_n,kfuineﬁ Q‘, l;hem
. Ifhould fin ag:mﬂ e defign o[ the Day, fliould T crtcrrdin
you with the. mt;lamh@ly Scenc of the miferies the War brought

upon us. *T'would be lamentable to tell of the Ruins “and De-

vaftations, the Wrongs and Oppreffions, the Rapine and Vio-

lence, the Poverty, and Complalmno the-Blood and Slaughter

that attgnded it, It ftampt much the fame impreflion upon cur
Land,that the Army of Locufts and Caterpillers didupon thatof the
Jews ; it found it like a Garcea of Eden, but left it a defolate
Wildernefs. And tho its wafts be to a miracle Repair’d,yet there
are_forne Food‘teps of it {lill Remaining, and T wifh all its for-
rows were always fo frefh in.memory as to influgnce us to vow
‘ and perform perpetual gratitude to our Gracious Bencfaltor, ta
the Almighty God of Peace, whohas fo mightily refcu’d us from

that mfmal State of thraldom and diftrefs. O how great has

been his mercy towards us! O how Lovingly has He deale

with us | the manifeftation of His marvelous loving Kindnefs,

exceeded our hopes as well as deferts, it fore-ran but crown’d our
" expeftations. Heput down our Efemics under our Fecr, and
: plu@ us from the jaws of Deftruttion; He chang’d our Grief

into Joy, our Slaveryinto Liberty, our Want into Plenty, our di-.

ftraction into Quijer, and our Confufion into Settlement.. And
all this when we thought our felves [rrecov erably wrapt up in a
mafs of evil and mifery for ever.

> God has hada fignal Favour unto thefc Nations, as at fund ry
other times, fo.efpecially in their late Redemption, from the Op-
preflionof a Popith,.  the worft of Tyrannies, and us particular-
ly from the worlt Branch of that, an ignominious hard boridage

under our own Servants. Out deliverance came vifibly  attefted
with the divine Power in the Atchievment; the Line of its

mighty Progrefs was chalk’t out by the Fmger of the moft high,
and.the flupendous advances it made againft the greateft dlfﬁun-
tiesand difadvantages fpeak the' whols tobe one great Miracle.

e ' Iwas
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*Twas micaculous in our Eyes, and aftonifhing to our Thoughts,
in fo much that our joytulnefs refembled rhat of 7/rae/ at their un.
expefted return from Captivity, outof a juft Wonderment,
We were like wanto them that Dream. We know O Lord thar
this is thy Hand, and that Thou Thy Self baft dowe it. No
Hand bur that of Omnipotence could have Rolld a Stone
of that great Weight up the Hill, againft the ftrong Inclinations
and joynt Interefls of a People, who had fo much Power i1
their Hands, and fo great Advantages on their fide; and who
were prompted to maks the belt ufe they could of both, by
their Pride and Malice, by ill Nature and prejudicate Education,
by the Guilt of bafe Ingratitude and barbarous Cruelties, by
ftrit Commands & Pewerful Encouragéments from abroad; and
indeed fo they did with the moft inveterate Ob%inacy. Their
Hands may be faid to have been Mighty, it we confider their
great Numbers and firong Holds; But alafs, they found nothing
unlefs it be an undoubted aflurance of the Injuftice of their
Caufe, and their infufficiency for the fupport of ir. g 1
They have {o often attempted our Ruin, and always fail'd ia
the Execution of their imagin’d Mifchief, that methinks they
{hould at length be raught, even by Providence to give it over,
and to take up the obftinate Egyptians Argument,Exod 14.25.
Who by the unfuccefsfulnefs of their frequent Accempts againft 7/
rael were Difcourag’d, and faid among themfelves, Lez us flee
from the Face of ltacl,for the Lord fighteth for thewm againft the
Boyprians ; Tho’ our Egyprians thew themfclves too unteach-
able, or too felf conceited, or too Malicious, to be convinc'd
by any fuch Experiments. Many a time have they Foughr againft,
and {ore vex’d us from our Youth up, may We now fay; and it
the nextGeneration, not excepting the remains of this,does not
play the fame Game, 'tis not for want of good will, but for want
of what T hope they willfor evar wanr,Opportunity and Ability,
How uppifhare their Hearts > How chearful their Countenances ;
Nay, How Sediticus their Words, upon the lcaft Rumour of il
FRINITE to,m/e, :

If
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If they could have been _dbljg’d by Kindnefles, Theirs and

Ours had long agon become one common Intereft,and we had
been united togather by the bands of an unthaken Amity and
Allyance; but to expect this now adays from Men of their
difpofition is to hope againft hope, and to look for Grapes
from Thorns. Where the Seed is very bad,and the Soil much
worfe, 'tis eafis to guefs at the harveft. They have been
treated heretofore more like a free than a conquer’d People;
they were Indulg’d beyond the allowance of the Law, and it

feems beyond a confiftency with our own fafery,« Ingratitude a-,

bufes Indulgencs, and Vipers fting thofe Bofoms in which they
are cherifh’d, N

We may truly complain of - them as holy David did of his
deceitful Friends, . they have hared us without a caufe and re-
warded us evil for good. *Tis obfervable that their faire(t preten-
rions of Friendfhip, and profeffions of Fidelity, have provid a-
like perfidious, and confequently moft dangerous, their malice
has like the Peftilence walk'd in datknefs, and they are .very

conformable to Cardinal Mazarines Maxim, (which his Mafier
alfo do’s puntually praltice ). that no honeft Man ought to bea
Jlave to bis word. ,

In thort,the Experience of their conftant behaviour ever fince
England firft fubdwd them, gives us plainly tounderftand, that
there is no fafe relying on their candor and integrity, nor any
great mattersto be expected from their generofity,and it fhow'd
give us warning to walk mere circum{pe@ly among them for
the future, and to caft about for efeGual means to fupprefs
the fattious fpirits below a capacity of putting us to the Ex-

pence of another Conquelt.  Where People arc fent forth as ;

Sheep in the midft ol Wolyes, they are to be as wilc as Ser:

pents. And indeed twould arguea ftupidity equall y Fataliand .
Unpittiable, if neither the word of Exhortation thould. infill, . -

nar the fmart of the Scourge inculcate wifdom. .,

- “Tf We be not wanting to our (elyes, we haye.gagd grounds -

ofhiope that our God will cflablith, the Work he has wroughe
i T b . eamonZ
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Aiotig"us; and that a5 he has aliéady deliverd, fo he will yer
deliver us. That his Hand is not {Hortned, nor his comy fion.
towards us exhanfted : We have a 'farther evidence, iﬁgﬁbfpe-
gity of our Arms abroad. "~ The Lord of Hofls_has faught eu-
hands to War, and fingers vitarioufly. to fight: Hc has ena.
bled us to reduce the {trongeft Faflncflcs ef the Enemy, even
thofé they declard invincible; ong'whofe Fortifications were
hardly Demolifhable, and another. defended With an Army ra-
ther than'a Garrifon,and commanded by a'mighty Marafhal as
well a5 a skilfull Governour ; to baffle their greateflt Armics, to
Lord it over their Fleets & their Coafts,and not oaly to afferr,
but extend our Sea dominion, ¢ven from Sea to-Sea, And thisis.

“adly, ‘A Second great Occafion of our gencral Rejoycing,
becaufe we are affur'd ‘the Battleis not ours but Gods, and-that
ViQory ishis gitt. Idare not o muchas mention,exprefsl can’s,
the unparalell’d Courage and Refolution of our Men, lelt it
miglit temptus withthe Affjrian Conquerors to arrogate Praife:
to our felves, or with the Scyr/ian to facrifice to our fwords ;
’(is certain we exceed the magnanimity of both, . = . ;

Tho the War be remov’d far from us, yet we are all concern’d
and interefted in the fuccefs of it ;. the caufe ‘is the fame fiill,
ahd the fame terrible Evils which we felt, orfear’d, would en-
fue upon its mifcarriage. Alafs the diftance would be no man--
nér of fecurity tolus, the common ruin would foon crofs the
Seas, and invade ourIflands; ’tis principally levell’d againft us, .
and ’cis as miferable as the moft ingenuous Cruelty can contrive
it’ The difguied Chriftian, and the Profefs'd Infidel are
friendly confederare againft us, and would agree as well in
the overthrow of our Religion and Government, as Herod and
Pilate did in the Crucifixion of Chrift. We lately fet our felves .
to feck the Eord and his help in a general humiliation, and fes-
ing he was Gracioufly pleas'd to accept of that Sacrifice, and to
grant our requefls, ‘the return of thank{ul acknowledgments is
but the payment of a juft Debr. We read in the 20th Chap.
of'the 2d book of Chron, thatthe Houfe of Judab proclaimda

B R T T TR e s
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folemn Faft, and humbly Tmplord the Prote&tion and Affifk. 3
ance of their God, when ' the Children of Moal and Ammon |
came againft them to Battle, and that as foon as, they prevail’d
over them, their next and immediate care Was to Praife and
Magniﬁc the divine Author of their Victory. To whichipug
pofe, they affembled themfelvesin the Valley of Berackah near
the place ot Battle, and thence return’d to Jerufalem with Joy,
and compleared their gratulations in the Houfe of the Lord.
And 28 ‘we imitated theic good Example in the obfervation
of the Faft, fo'let us in that of the Feftival, offering upas they
did a Religious thankiulnefs, in regard that he has made us al-
fo to rejoyce over our Enemics.
“There # no cuftome_morc ancient and ‘common than this ;
for as all Narions have beén wont to make their Addre(ies to
Heaven for aid in time of War, fo have they made their Obla-
tions for their Triumphs and Conquefis’; not only Jews aad .
Cliriftians, but even barbarous ignorant Heathens, who f{o far
aféribed victory to the favour ot tha'Gods, that they eredted
flately Temples, fung gratulatory Hymns, and offer'd coftly
Sacrifices to fuch of them, as' they fancy’d gave them ths up-
per hand. They were indeed out as to the abject of their
Praife, but were right as to the Subftance of the Dury; they
render’d a due Tribute tho' te wrong ownets, and their Pic-
ty. was comimendable notwithftanding their crror, becaufe it
correfponded ‘with the nature of their Religion ; Let our De-
votionbe aswell proportion'd toour clear Knowledge, as theirs
was to their blind Ignorance. Let us difclaim the Idolatry, but
retain the pious Prattice of giving Thanks. And as this is our
boundén Duty, {0 1§’ it our Advantage too, becaufe God has
promis’d | to recompence it With the Continuance and Increafe
of His Bleflings, whereas Trigratitude provokes him to fufpend
or withdraw them'; ‘and therefore if we would be Favourd
with future fuceefs, let us not'fail to be truly grateful for what
we have alceady had. = RE sl
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3dly, A Third grear thing don for us, whereof we rejoyce
is the prefervation of our King,on whofefafety under Godsown
Providence depends ours. There are fundry conﬁde-gatiqn;,
which render his Life afpecial blefling : He is a Religious Wor-
fhipper of the true God, and a zealous Dsfender of the true
Faith; Heisa nurfing Father of our Church and Countries,
laying out all his care and pains,  his time and trength, and
expofing himfelf to all the dangers and chances of Seas and
‘Wars, for the fecurity and honour of both. He has been the
happy Infirument of a moft joyful Revolutien to us,and in all
probability, as the pofture of our Affairs now ftands, his fal]
(which God avert)would fhake, if not fubvert the Foundations
of our Settlement. How forely has the Chureh of God been
perplex’d by the fury of the Heathen Petfecuters of old,and of
more barbarous Romanifts in later times >How near the brink of
Ruine was the Eftablifh’t pure Religion of the Englith Church,
when our great Monarch undertook its Redemption » - How

‘greedy are the Beafts of Prey after the fame Game flill » And

if Mofes were remov’d outof the Gap, there is no appearance
of any great Oppofition te their purfuit : If ths fence of our

Vineyard were broken down,the wild Boar out of the Woed
~and the wild Bealls of the Ficld wowd haften to Root ‘up and

Devourit.  He is the Soul and Union of the Alliance again(t.
the common Encmy, and the very life of the War ; - the ge-

#ierous aflerter of Eurgp’s Liberty, and the glorious Reflorer of
the Englith valour ; - the Terror ot his Encmies, .and the Joy

of his ownPeople ; the glory of Crown'd-heads, and the won-
der of the Age, The Eyes.of _all are. upon him, fome out of .
Love, others out of Envy, and thesreft out of Fear.  How emi--
nently confpicuous are the ferioufness of his Countels, the wife--
dom of his Condudt, the ynmatchablgnefs of his Bravery, the,

intrepidity of his Mind, and. the - indefatigablencs of his Di..

ligence?  Thefe are moft Eminent,, . even his Encmics being.,
Judges. © R s e
b}
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. But why fhowd a mean Orator attempt the Charaer of 4
Prince,whofe Merits furmount the reachof Panggyrick > And a
fhort dificient Praife is reckon’d a difpraife. His Royal vertues
are'not hid under a Bufhel, that they need hear be difplai'd;
they fhine brightly from a vifible Hill, and give light unto the
World. He is much more richly Adorn’d with this Apparel,
than with that of his Imperial Purple, and he adds Grearnefs
and Majefty tothe Throne, rather than Receives from it. *Tis
indeed as needlefs to enlarge in his Commendation,as to fpeak
well of the Sun, whofe influence all Know, and all Ad-
mire.
4thly, the Fourth great Occafion of our general Rejoycing
is the happy Aflembling of this Auguft Senate, whofe Wife
Counfels,and hearty endeavours for the Service of the King and
‘Country, promife amuch fairer profpect, than we ever yet had,
of an Eftablifhment of our Safetyand Happinefs. *Tis a migh-
ty Priviledge in the conftitution of our Gevernment, that the
Laws whereby we are Govern'd can’t be made or repeal’d bur
‘with our own advice and confent, and that we have freedom
of EleQting our Reprefentatives, and they of confulting the
Comnion good. ' But the infrequéncy of Parliaments here, or
the want ot fuch a one asthis, has in great pare deptivd us of
thisbenefit. This You, great Patriors, are thorowly fenfible
of, -and thereupon Wifely firive to Redeer the time, in pro-

viding with great difpatch for the Redrefs' of paft’ Gricvances’

and Inconvenisncies, and for the prévention of future Ones; in
pafling and preparing fuch San&ions, as if duly executed, will
tieupon the hands of our Nartive Encmies, and break all their
Power ot hurting us. . And “tis your great Felicity, that the
- Adminiftration of the Government is inthie hands of 2V iceroy,

who befriends Your weighty Proceedings, and 'delizhits to' do

Your Country good.

I will not prefume to give any inflruction to this Conflux of
wife Counfellors; Youwell Kow and purfue thé Tenour of
your Summons,to advife /e ardins Regnz uegotiis, and you are

C admo.
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admonifh’d every Morning befere you enter upon bufinefs, to
what ends You are to direct Your Confultations, viz “the ad-
vancement of GodsGlory, the good of his Church; the fafery,
honour, and welfare of our Sovereign and hisKingdom.  The
promoting Picty and fuppreffing Profanenefs, the preferving the
Worfhip and the H oufe of God,and the advancing the Dignity
and Advantage of King and People, their Interefl is one ; thefe
arc the Mark of your aim,and the Lord guide your Endeavours
thither, and Profper youin the Progrefs,« %= -

And fo you have heard the things God has don for us, where>
of we Rejoyce, and they are Benefaltions of o high a Natare,
that it becomes us to be thankiul forthem, not only this Day,
but all the Days ofour Lives. And farther the Confiderari-
on of them ought to have upon us the Four following influ-
ences which was . :

2(ly, The Sceond particular,and {hall with your Patience be
difpatch’t very briefly.

Fr{t, Then ’tis proper to, engage us in a Godly Cenverfa:
tion. This Samuel Taught the Ifraelites in the Firft Book 2.
Chap. 24 verle.  Fear the Lord and  ferve Him in Truth, for
confider. how great things Fe bas don for. you.  Without this our
Hearts can’t  be right with-God, and the moft folemn ‘Pomz .
pous Thankfgivings are but an odious Hippocrify. And furely
we,whoare fo infinitely indebted to his Bounty and Goodnefs,
cannot find in our Heatts to dithonour His holy Name, or
contemn His reafonable Eaws: One would think He has don:
enough to deferve our utmoft Obedience.  Mofes his Caution
to Ifrael, inthe 6th of Deur. 12 verfe, is very applicable to
us, tobe warc of forgetting the Lord their God, when they
came to-enjoy the Plenty of Canaan after their tedious march:
through the hungry Wildernefs. How firange and irrational’
is it, thatMen thow’d let God then flip out of their Minds
moft when He is moft kind to them » And flight the Divine
Indulgence for that very Reafon which renders it moft Efti-
mable 2 Thisis to act like Swine, which trample upon Peatls,.

AN P O R R R
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‘and devour all they get, Without any acknowledgment of the
‘Hand that feeds them:  And befides our grear Obfigation of
Duty, ts really our Temporal Intereft, as well gs Eternal;to
give ‘our felves up to the Service of our God.  For 'Su/oson
tells us in expres Terms, That tis rizhteoufnefs exalteth 4 Na-
tion, but that Sin isa Reproach to any Pegple. Prov. ry. 34.
2dly, The fame Confideration is proper to enforce an en-
tire unmoveable dependance on our God. °Tis hely Davids
Affirmation -in the o Pafl. 10 verfe, That they who know
Gods Name will put their truft inHim, And by this Rule no
People perhaps in the World have greater. Reafon to confide in

‘Him than our felves, becaufe none have had more knowled £g

of His help inall time of Need and Trouble: And the narural
confequent of this experience, is the flying to Him for Re:
fuge and Protection and Deliverance in all future Exigencigs
and Difirefies, nay; and for the continuance of our prefent
Bleflings, becaufe Zze is the fame Yefterday, ro Day, and for Ever,
without any Variablenefs or fhadow of Turning.

- 3dly, The Confideration of the foregoing Bleffings ispro?
per to confirm us in a Dutiful fubje@ion to King William, who
Reigns over us by the fpecial Deputation of the Almighty,
and by whofe Hands thefe great things are effelted for us,
I confefs I need not prefs this here, where I find the deepeft’

fenfe of the Obligations we owe him, and all pofiible forward-.

nefs for his Service. ' He has:no Rival in our Afteltions, we
are quite out- of Love with Romifh Defenders of the Pro-
teftant Faith; we are Taughe by bought Wifdom, thatif 7,

pery were: in one feale of the ballance a Coronation Ouzh in the
other, would be higherthan Vanity it felf. Wehave not thofe.
brangles that are hotly. manag'd eifewhere concerning our Al-’
liance, and I am fully perfwaded, if fome would lay afide theit.

humorous prejudice, and others their groundlefs doubts and
jealoufies, Non-Farors to his prefent Majefty would be as rarc

to be found among Proteftants, as Self-haters.  Tis a Ridi-,

culous




limitted Government.

It cannot b
propofe to themfe‘lve'é\wlgg wifh for .
lefs Power, unlefs it be totry what farche
has made in that moft exact Foreign School.of -
Trzachery. | il g

’Tis not my Province, nor am T willing, to ke the -
thewing how far the Regal Authority reaches ; | for withou 3
more caution than Iam Mafter of;it maybs’,m or clipidy 1+
there would be as much danger in the ong,as hgtg?ﬂﬁéfs? T
the other ; but the grear Veracity and Moderation of our Ce-
far will ftablifh i’s juft boundaries, thefe,we may well ttuft, he 8
will never Try to pafs,knowing that to be the only means of
‘making him the moft potent Prince, and his Subjects the

moft happy People. So that we are now ia the proper State
of our Obedience.; Wwe need. neither fear that we fhall obey
to the violation of Confcicnce, or that we fhall have any juft
occafion to difobey. - | 3 | {43
4thly, And Laftly. The confideration of the things where-
“of we Rejoyce is proper to Unite us in-an afleCtionate Bro:
therthood among our felves. - This would be an aceeptable
. demonftration of our true Loveof God, who has been'good
-tousall. Alethat loves God will love bis Brother alfs, 1 Ep. St.
Fobn, 4. 31, Letit therefore work thisefle& upon us, evento'
heighten and perpetuat our Friendfhip; Let it Teachus ‘to
joyn hand in hand, in the Maintenance of our Regaind Li-- ’
berty and Property ; Let it T'each us to forget our little pri- ,
vate Interells, to mind and fupport this grear one ;. Let it
Teach us to bury all uncharicable: Animofitics in- eternal
Oblivion, that neither Church nor  Goverhment may  hear
more of them;  Letic, Teach' us to Confider :and Reliflr the .
Things belonging to. this our Peace, and to [cad peaccable
quict Lives in.all Godlinefs and Honefly: + WA (allolacg
_ St collidimur, frangimar, is-an experimental Obfervation.
Fattion difunices and weakens any Community. When People
arg
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dediin their Counfels,or carry’d different ways of De-

: ftthey are neither able nor willing to Affit one L
: ¢ Fraud and Force of an unanimous Enemy.

- Philip Diffentions of Arhens, Thekes, and Sparta; nor
was it fo'much the Pawer of 'Seipio, as the Factions of Zup:
b4 | i'*?qﬂlﬂé#ﬁﬁﬁf" that Subdu'd Carthage ; and' how- near,
'f, i'mmei.have we an Inftance of this kind in the Conqueft' of
 Bugland'by the Rimans, which was greatly facilitated by the
-« imeeftine Broi®; and fepdrate Parties of ‘the Inhabitants, and’
‘twas'troly faid ‘dum pugrant finguli, vincuntur univerfi; where:

as* had ' they' made'a joine' Defence, they mighe pofiibly,
have ftood'their ground, orat-leaft loft it’ at*a‘dearer Rarte.

\

And he'gave a True' chara€ter of England, who * deferibd ir.
~aigtear Ahimal’ that can’t be defttoy’d by any other' than its’
own firengths Andtherefore'ir is‘thar rhe infinuaring refllefs”

Bigots-of' the advers :P';i;ry,_ have all along from the firft Re.
formation*{6" induftrovfly labour’d by all imaginable Arrifices
afid*ﬁiéks*to fow'the feeds of Divifion, and tokindle Commo.-
tions"among us, AS  the“moft'¢ffétual method ‘of weaknin
our'Gaufé, and - ruining ‘our Selves, and'yet'as™ if they were
too*unekilful® in' the* Contrivance of their Strata gem,  we
have but too much endeavour'd’ by a mifguided Zeal to
forward the Execution of it upon our felves.. And whil(t

we liKe over:shot’ Gamftérs- ‘madly” quarelld. about the.

rtivials“of “the' Game; the défighing-Tookers on had well high

fovepr* theStake. ' Bur'I'hope we'fhall ever hereafter be cau..

tiow’d” by'Se: Paud/in the s Chap.' Gal'15: vetfe:  IF ye ire
and'déwonr- one anatker;" take béed-thar ye be not Confunid  one.
of another. SR MBI iR -
Let it fuffice that we have heretolore “expos’d our felves
- both to Reproach and Danger by‘our domeftick Feuds; Iec
us atlength caft out from among us that evil Spirit,which has
beenalongtime exceeding fierce, prompting us,like the poflefs>d
Herd, rorun our felves violently into the depth of Deftrudi.
on; Let it be confider’d that we have acommon Enemy to
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Men, 'but why fhou'd that run out info defiruétive Strife

- andQuarrel? ’us yery p at. differi
be Reconcild inLove. . | s iye o
| not .|

. To Conclude, Sceing we arenot;
ces, let us prudently apply.our felves to thedifap
of them and fecing fhe places her main @onfidence i
Heats and Differences, let us endeavour 2lliwe can to
Wounds and clofe up ouc Breaches, and. by-an.unviolable |
on of. Brotherly affection and, common Intsreft, Oppofe her. -
black Defigns. *Tis not doubred:but our. grand Couneil will.
continuc of this' mind anfwerably to their unanimous and,
amicabié beginnings,and tis highly probablethe People willbe.
a like minded in: contormity .to.their Reprefentatives. Your.
good Agreement in the furtherance of the Publick. Welfare,.
as “ewill Defeat thehopes.of your Enemigs, {o it may provelike,
the Ointment upon. Aarons Beard, which ran. down unto the,
skirts of his Cloathing, ’cis likely’twill defcend and influgnce.
all the lefler Societies bf our Land, -

“Imighe eafily. have lengthen’d a Difcourfeon this copious;
‘Theam, but I chufe rather to Omit many Things, thanbe
guilty of Tedioufnefs, and thersfore, withour any farther Ad-
ditions, Ifhall commend what has been faid to Your. retir'd
Confideration, .and the Lord give You aright underftanding
therein, and in all Things, dmen, R
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