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ECCLESTASTES; the Xith, Verfe X /110 5
' Childbood and Yok are Vawitge. '+ .

il
- SOf B

Smennt AN floeth a5 a fhadow, and continueth not {1ith

Ny €| Fob, 14. 2. Asa Shadow continueth notin
NN s I VT 7 - - ; 7 8 I :

y Gy | one ftay, but is always in motion, Srom the

YosN@l - wifing of the Suny. to the going down thereof 3

3l o alfo is Man from the beginning, to theend
of his Days, from the Morning, to the Eve-
ning of his Life; the firft ftep he takes into
the World, Jis but the beginning of his Jour-
ney out of it, he s never fixed, but {}ill moy-

ing on, el his Light is darkened with the Shadoiy of Death.
The four General Stages of his Life, -are Childhood, Youth, Man-"
hood, and Old Age, and few, very few there are that pafs thro’

" all'thefe; but as by the Interpofition of a Morning ‘Cloud, . the

Light is fometimes-early intercepted, ‘and the thadow. flees away;

* {o the Life of Man is often fhut up. in Obfcurity, - as foon as the
Day begins to dawn upon him, and vifits him with Light : Nay, " 798

every ones Life is fubje¢t to fo many Imperfections, and withal {0 - |

very uncertain, that at the verybeft, it is but as it were the fha-
_dow of Life, and in fome Parts -of it, very little more than the
Dream of a thadow.

- In a Word, His Joutney thro’ this Vale of . Mifery -at the longeft «

is very fhort, the utmoft Period of Life being but ws.a Span long,
and in that fhort Span . good part of ‘itis very ufelefs, and infigni-

- ficant to the true Purpofes «of Life ; for, according to the Obferva-:
. tion of the Wife Man in my Text, Childbood .and Youth are Vansty, -

In Difcoutfing upon which-Words, I {hall confider, ;
Fiift; "The Vanity of Childhood. -

Secondly, TheNVanity of Youth.

Thirdly, Some proper Inferences that may be drawn from thenre,
- Laftly, 1 thall'make an Application fuitable to the Charitable

Dcalion of our prefent Moeting together,. and Lo conclude. ..
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Firft Then I-am-to confider the Vanity of Childhoed. :
mention thofe Days of Darknefs, when tge Imperfe& Embryo is
forming into Life, when the Life of the Child is fcarce diftin& from
that of the Mothet, inand by whom (thro’ithe: Appointment of an
All-wife Providence) it lives, moves, andbas ivs Being ; Whereby
the violent Impreffions of Fear; or Defire, or fuch like, which it
receives from that tender Parent before it comes into the World,

are found to have lafting Effe@s atterwards, both upon its Body
and Soul; and as it fometimes brings with it outward Marks of
what it felt thro’ the Difturbances and Paffionsiof Her that bare it;
{o the inward Impreflions 'upon the Mind, ‘are oft-times as evident
and durable as they. - Gof 1 vy

But let us confider the Infant-juft entring into the World with
Jirong Crying and Tears, as if it wasaverfe to Life, or was {enfible
of the future Miferies of it, ‘and had fome kind of fore-knowledge
of its Portion in this Region of Sorrow. - Naftstur, ¢ ftatim plorat

Future Calamitatis Propheta, faith St. Aug. Its firft Cryingis indeed

heard with Joy, becaufe it is a ‘Token of Life, but withal it isa
certain fign of Weaknefs, and a Natural, anda very moving Call
for Help and Succour, which it can by no Means give its {elf, nor
exprefs its wants of, nor ask Relief from others, but by fuch La-
mentation and Woe. Alas! - How vain a thing is Man in this Infant
State, a State of great Impotency and ‘extream Frailty, in which
he fuffers much, and can do but little, being without Power to aét
asa Maun in any of his Faculties, either of Body or Mind : At this
Age all the noble Powers of the Soul lie Dormant, for want of a
Body proportionate to their Ufe, and how ftrong foever Reafon
may in its felf be‘at that tender Seafon ‘of Life, yet is it forc'd to
fympathize with the weaknefs of the Organs, by which it a&s :
When 1 was a Child, faith the Apoft. 1 Cor. 13: 11. I [pake o5
Child, I underftood as a Child, Ithoughs o5 a Child : But when I
became a Man, I put away Childifl Things ; plainly intimating,
that {o vain are all -our Operations in that State, that neither our
Thoughts, nor our Words, nor our Adtions, are fit to be continued,
when we come to riper Underftanding, and the proper Ufe of

themy, isnot to ufe them, but caft them off.

But if Childbood is thus altogether Panity, even after we come

to fome Ufe of Speech, what is it in that weaker State, when 2
A g Man
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L compared to the Images of the Heathen, of whom'the -
Mﬁﬂ%irwﬂyrngeﬁﬂon thusdpeaketh; Pfalm 115. q. Feet y
ﬁq}g they, -and walk not s nesthér [peak they thro their Throats - 3
. Manof all the Creatures born: inta the World is the mof help.
lefs, and continues the longeft {o, -of any that I know ofin it : Let
us confider the Beafts of the Field, how by a ftrange inftin& of Na-
ture they know theit own Damy;,  and run immediately to Her for
Nourithment who gave them Life ; Nature (or rather the God of
Nature) teacheth them of whom to feek their Food, and the Ways
and Means of coming at i, as {oon as they ftand in Need of it;
but Maa in that early State wou'd ftarve a Thoufand times, did not
the Care of others bring him, and feed bim with Food convenient for

him, and were not his Parents-or Nurfes Hands and Feet and every £
thing tohim, his longeft ftay in this World, would fcarce be more "
than that of @ Gwcft :n ar dun, that tdrr‘ietb.bgtt_ a Day. Without R
the help of others, his Body could then do nothing towards the Sup- 5
port of its felf, and if there was not a- Gracious Provifion laid in for ¥

him (thro' the good Providence of God ) in the Bowels of other
Men, without fuch e¢éyu, fucha. ftock of Natural Affection and
Compaffion, the Day of his Birth wou'd ordinarily be the Day of his
Death. '_ |

- You will not think the Image too mean or low, if I further ob-
ferve to you, how fome other Animals are no fooner broke loofe
from the Shell, but they forthwith come at the Call, and run for
fhelter to Her that warmed them into Life, and foon learn by Imi-
tation to feed themfelves, and-to diftinguifh what is proper for their
Nourifhment, from what.is not, and to feek it.and ufe it according-
ly : But Man when he is ficft born,, is only Paffive even in what
concerns the Animal Life; He can neither {fecure himfelf from Dan-
%er, nor run under the Wings and Prote&ion of thofe that would af-
ord Relief, he cannot be his own Purveyor, -but intirely depends

P o

upon Charity for the Bread of Life.  Alas ! It is by flow Degrees

that he comes to know and purfue the Ends for which the feveral

Parts of his Body. were given him, nay, it is by flow Degrees that

they come to be fit for Ufe; his Wifdom,  his Stature, and his

Strength increafe gradually, and Chsildhood is the State of the grea-

telt Imperfeétion in all thefe, and therefore we may well conclude :

with the Wile Man, that Childbod is Vanity, ; S .
” B o i ¢
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., -<  Tpafs on now to confider Secondly, the Va;lity of Youth, for

both Childhood and Youth are Vanity.” Now it muft be tonfeffed,

* that tho’ Childhood and Youth are both concluded under this mean

and humbling Character of Fanity, yet they are not both'{o in'the
fame Degree, oron the fame Account : Youth is far removed from
many of the Imperfe&ions of Childhood ; 'in Youth Reafon appears,
not indeed like the Sun fbining in bis firength, ‘but like the Twi-
light or Dawn of the) Morning, and tho’its' Glimmerings are but
imperfe, yet they difcover to us the approach'of Day, and foldce

us with the Comforts arifiag from the nearer Profpeét of it
In Tourh we may obferve fome Capacity of Vertue, and they
that are trained up betimes in the Way they fhould go, may then
have their Senfes in a good Meafure exercifed tod;fcern between Good
and Fuil ;1 InYouth the Underftanding s ripe enough to receive
Inftrution, and that not only’ in:the Bufinels and’ Affiirs of the
World, in the Learning 'of Trades and civil Employments, for the
Ufe and Benefit of this Life, 'but likewife in the far more important
concerns of the other, 7nthe Ways of the Lord, thofe which léad
to his Glory, and our greateft good, the Sanctification and Salva-
tion of gur:Souls, 1711163050 e T . e
Yet notwithftanding all thefe Advantages which Youth hasabove
Childbood, this alfo  Vanity. Now the Vanity of Youth confifts
chiefly in its {piritual Weaknefs; the Underftanding is then but lit-
tle exercifed by Obfervation or Experience, and it is too eager and
rath in chufing, and confequently lefs difpofed to chufe wifely'; it
is an Age rather fit to receive, than to give Inftru&tion, and yet it
is often very Headftrong and averfe to the taking it : And happy
it were if this wasall the Vanity that Touth is fubje@ unto, but
there is fomething yet behind that is not only Vanity, but vexation
of Spirit: 1 meanvits early Propenfity to Pleafures that are’ Earthly,
Senfualy Deviliflhy its ftrong Byafs towards Corruption, and its
continual liablenefs to be‘deluded by the deceitfulnefs of fin : Some’
Lufts are fo very ftrong in Youth, that the Apoftle fpeaks of them
as it they were peculiar to that Age, and therefore calls them
Youthful Lufts, and exhorts his Son Timothy to ‘avoid them. 2
Toanrss 2k o150 | : HATORE 122 |
In Yonth the Pleafures of this World appear in the 'moft enfharing’
Beauty, and addrefs themfelves to the Mind, . when "the‘ﬁodgr}f
(< {
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beft prepared to receive thg.lm_pre’f{ﬁdn » " that Vigour-of Blosd
and S%fir;i’ts\w}ﬁeh..js«at, the height.in the Days. of our Youth, enforee ., N
more: ftrongly Témptations. 'that: feemi vfuited. .to ity Complexion, -%

- little Acquaintance which young!Mengenerally have with
: :ﬁ?r gullﬁg t;H'v:;':b;;lﬁdes ‘what conhcerns the Animal Life) gnaikc;s them
more and more earneft in making Provifion for the Flefb to. fulfill the
Lufts thereof; {o that (as one has wellobferved)) the very Health
and Strength oft ourh, which is its greatelt Blefling, is its greateft
Danger. '« Thefe give a Savouriand Relifh toSenflial Tliings, and
.render the Man the moft eagef: aftei’ themn . hecaule ymoft capable
of their Enjoyment, RO o medee o o 29
Befides, the Imagination and Paffions of Youth being motft ftrong,
and Reafon weak, the former reprefent! Things too partially, -and
plead: fo firongly in favour of :Flefh: and MBloodythat the-latter has

lefs. Power to withf¥and . the: Farce. orjito make Head againft tha .
early Prejudices and Prepofleflions of Senle. | Gring, i \
‘The greateft Natural Security again{t the Temptations of the

World, the Flefh, and the Devil, is Gonfideration ;- for the Temp:
tations to afy Sin what{oever; the more clofely ‘they are examined,
the lefs' engaging thely appear, and. their Strength % turned into
Weaknefs by {earching tho,rq-ughly:jnto their Nature; and by enqui.
ring what is to be done or [uﬁered-m the Endithereof : But'the great
Vanity of Youth confifts in this, that itis an utter Enemy to Con-
{ideration, and has not Skill or.Patience duly to weigh. the -Confi-
quences of (Things, and.the other World appedrs at too great'a
Diftance to come into the Account; and it is, and ever will be ve-
ry difficult to: overcome the Te rptations of this Worldy but upoiy
Principles drawn from the Confideration of the other,

for according to the Words of St. Fobn. This is the ' 35 4
Viétory that overcometh, the World, even our Faith ; Our Fujtly
which (-as another - Apoftle ' defcribes it) 75 the 3
Subftance of things hiped fov, the; Evidernce- of things 200 A% By
not feen; Our Faith, by which ( with Mofes) we -
fee: Him that s Luvifible, and thofe Invifible States in
the next Life which are of ten thoufand times greater- Moment ‘to -
us than All that is to be delired or:feared here, for the things that
are; feen, yane, Temporal ; hut the things that arelinat 1 o .
feens “are Eiernal : Out, Faithy which looketh yntgs * 0 4118

33 JFL&S "J/” 7
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Heb. 1320 Fefus the Author and Finifber of 15, and'with Gra-
o oo oo titade and Luove days hold onithe: Atomemenss made' in
bis - Blood : Our Fajth, whichattends on its Compaffionate Lord
from his; Cradle in the Manger, to his: Death upon the Crofs; from
this' leaving his. Father’s Glory in° Mefcy to Sinners, to his return-
ing thither again to make Interceffion for themy and to give Gifts
unto Men ; fuch Gifts as 'may fit them for thofe 'Manfions above,

8 gt 7 whither be 75 gone before to prepare a place for us :
FP 14 3 Qur Fuaith’ which beholds him Triumphing over
Death, and the Grave 'in His Refurreétion; ‘and which with Joy
Anticipates our own, when be fhall come again in Glory to Fudge
the Worldiaccording to bis Gofpel. - |

 Thefe are Principles which fet Good:Chriftians above the World,
above the Goods or Evils of iit, or rather above the Temptations
arifing ‘from either . Principles whereby: the God of all Grate ve-
 frefbeth the Souls of his Servants, and Strengthens them
Ethe 3+ X8 “ewith might in the inner Man, and fills them with all
Rom.. i5. 33y Foy and Peace in believing, and makes them to a-
SoRrigagS O tound in bope thro’ the Power of the Holy Ghoft, which
S R bope is as an Anchor of the Soul both fure andfledfaft,
and which preferves it in Safety amidft the Storms of a Tempeftu-
ous World. 'But after all, fuch Principles have not ordinarily their
full Strength, whilft Reafon is weak, and it is very apparent, that
the Life of Reafon is but in its Infancy in the Days of our Youth,
and the Life of Grace will not be fo apt to thrive upon fo faint a
Stock, unlefsit is duly cultivated and improved by an- early Care,
and managed wifely thro” the Difcretion of others, during the want
of our own. Which leads me,

Thirdly, To thew what propér Inferences may be drawn from
the foregoing Confiderations. Hiftory informs ‘s, that the Chinefe
(a very wife and populous Nation) began'the publick Care of their
Children from the very time of their Conception, and by reafon of
the tender Impreflions which they receive in and thro” the Mother,
there was early Provifion made for the Security and Welfare of the
Invifible Life of the tender Babe, and great Caution ufed, that no
Paflion might be raifed in the Mother; which might have any ill ef
fect upon the Child. © And fince fo very clofe is the Union and De-

pendance of the one on the other, and the Mother and Child a;e
e
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fo miich One; and fo intimately link'd together ; It is certainly thie
Wifdom of all Mothers to imitate that wife People at leaft {o far,
“as to avoid as much as poffible the hearing or reading, or even
thinking upon frightful Stories, or feeing monftrous and terrifying
Sights, ot indeed any thing that may too ftrongly affe& the Ima-
gination, and all this out of Compaffion to the Fruit of their Womb,
leaft that fuffer thro’ the violent Impreffions that are made upon the
Parent by fuch means. But I fhall proceed to what is more evi-
dent, and within the compafs of every Bodies Obfervation, And
Firft, from the Vanity of Childhood, that is, from the Weaknefs
and Impotency of that tender Age, I infer the Obligations of Chil-
dren towards their Parents ; Children are infinitely bound zo Love,
Honour, and Succour thesr Fathers and Mothers, in Confideration

of that Care they took of them, when they were unable to take
any (the leaft ) Care of rhe’mfelves : How ought C!‘iildren to ftu-
dy according to the Apoftle’s Phrafe to requite thejir Parents, to

pay them that which they bave well deferved, to pay them always
with Duty, and where need is, with Maintenance, for all thesr
Labour of Love towards them. Can a Child ever do enough for
thofe of whom under God he has been holden up ever fince he was
born? For thofe who have Day after Day, and Night after Night,
willingly foregone their own Eafe and Reft to procure His, and who
by Prayers and Tears have labourd to remove thofe Evils from
him, which all their other Endeavours could not happily Effe&.
Surely Undutiful Children forget that ever they were Infants, or
elfe they could never be Undutiful : Their long and entire Depen-
dence upon their Parents is a ftrong, very ftrong band of Duty,
and probably one Reafon why the All-wife Providence brings Man
into the World more helplefs, and continues him longer {o, than
other Creatures, is, that the Affe®ion between Children and Pa-
rents may be the ftronger, thro’ the Senfe of thofe manifold Obli-
gations : For we find that other Creatures whofe Dependance is not
fo great, and not fo lalting, foon forget their young Ones, and
their young Ones them ; but Man the moft Impotent, and the lonz-
eft fo, thould ever Remember the Duays of Weaknefs, for thgy
were many, and never difregard thofe Perfons who in that feeble
State were the Staff and Suppog of his Life, 1

, TR Let
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Let then the Vanity of Childhood, that State of Impotency ever
make all Children duly Mindful, both, how much their Parents
have done for them, and how much they ought to do for their
Parents; that their very Infitmities may be the Seeds of Vertue,
and Motives of Duty, and difpofe them by Obedience to returs
their. Parents Love into their own Bofom, that what they fow'd in
Tears, they may reap with Foy. How forcible to this purpofe are
thofe Words of the Wife Son of Sirach, Ecclus. 8. 27, 28. Honour

thy Father with thy whole Hearty and forget not the Sorrows of thy ,

Adother ; Remember that thou waft begotten of them, and bow canft
thou recompence them the Things that they have done for thee? s it
not the higheft Degree of Ingratitude, for Children to be Stubborn
and Difobedient to their Parents, and to refufe to go or come at
their Command, who formerly ran at their Childrens Cry, 'and
were never more uneafly than when they were in Want? The
Voice of their Childrens Neceflities was to the Parentsa Powerful
Voice, - this bad them go and they went, come and they came, and
the Centurion’s Servant was not more Obedient to the Summons
of his Mafter, than tender Parents are to the Call of their tender
Children. '

Let difobedient Children ttherefore but learn to confider what
they have received from their Parents; and then certainly they will
confider alfo what they owe them : Let them behold Infants in
Arms, or banging yet upon their Mothers Breafs, let them obferve
what Pains is taken to prevent or remove any of the Inconvenien-
cies of Life from the feeble Babe, and let them alfo remember, that
{uch weak Infants they themfelves once were, and were nourithed
into that Increafe of Strength and Stature which they now enjoy,
thro’ their Parents Care, the great Inftruments of giving and pre-
{ferving their Life; and furely thefe Views will make them excee-
ding cautious how they grieve by their Obftinacy and Perverfenefs,
thofe Perfons from whom they have received fo much in Love ; and
very careful not to make the Days of their Youth and Manhood a
greater Burthen to their Parents thro’ their Sins, than thofe of Infan-
cy and Chilhood were thro’ their Infirmities.

Secondly, From the Vanity of Youth, 1 mean its Spiritual Weak-
nefs, particularly its-exceeding great Pronenefs to fubmit to the

Temptations of Senfual Pleafures; and the Corruptions that are in
SIS the
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the Worldthro Lufts; 1 infer the Obligations of Parents towards

their Children, to bring them up in the Nurture and Admonjtion of
the Lord, and train them betimes in.the Way they fhould go, that
when they are Old, they may not depart from it : The ftronger their
Difpoiitions at that Age are to tranfgrefs; the more diligent ought

" Parents to be in their Endeavours to prevent their tranfgreffing, and

to balance the Propenfity and Inclinations of Corrupt Nature, by

the Rudiments and Principlesof Grace: Precept fhould be upon Pre-

cept, Precept upon Precepty Line upon Line, Line upon .28 10, 13..

Line, -beve a little and there a little, as the Prophet {peaks; whole-

fome Inftruction fhould be infufed {o conftantly, and withal {o lei-
furely, that it may the more furely fink into them. More particu-
larly young Perfons thould be made early acquainted 5%
with the Powers of the World to come, and ibe taught: =7 ™ s 5

to remember thesr Creator and their Redeemer . in the Days of their
Touth; that there is, there can be, no poffible Comparifon between
Time and Eternity, or between the Pleafures of Sin which are but
for a Seafon, and the Pleafures at God's right Hand for evermore ; and
confequently, that itis infinitely better, that they fhould deny them<
felves here, than that God and Chrift fhould deny them hberesfier,
deny themfelves the Gratification of their Lufts, all finful Inftances of
Pleafure, than that God and Chrift thould deny them the Everlafting

Joys and Glories of an Heavenly Kingdom..
Such Principles as thefe often and ferioufly inculcated upen young

Men by thofe Perfons whom they have moft Reafon to efteem and.

love, will by the Grace of God help to cool their intemperate De-
fires, and turn the edge of their Youthful Lufls another Way : Such
Principles of Grace areof fuch vaft Importance, that they will de-
mand fome Confideration and Regard, even from thofe who are not
by Nature much difpofed to confider, and fuch an happy feafoning
of the Mind with fuch uindeniable and momentous Truths, will by
Degrees difpofe Young Perfonsto a due ferioufnefs, -and thereby
mightily help to preferve them from being bardened thro’ the Deseit.
fulnefs of Sm.. .

Let therefore the Vanity of Yourh awaken and engage the Care
of the Aged; particularly, of Parents towards their Children, and
of Mafters (who are as in the Parents ftead) towards their Servants,

that by their Counfel and Advice, the Difpofitions of their Chil~:

C2 dren
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dren and Servants, may be happily turned from the Ser«;’iée of finful

Lufts, to which they are too much inclin’d, to the Serviceof the Li-

ving God,’ to which they are too much averfe. Hawve pity upon

them, ‘bave pity upon them, all ye, who by Experience know the

Danger Youth is in, and the Way to elcape it, teach them the Good .

gon_c; the Right Way, that both you and they may find Reft unto your
uls: —

Thirdly, Forafmuch as Youth is Vanity, as appears from the Weak-
nefs of Reafon, from the want of Experience, and from the Prepof-
feflion of a ftrong Imagination, and corrupt Affections at that Age:
I might eafily fhew how reafonable it is, that young Men fhould
entertain a juft Jealoufy of themfelves, and not forthwith grow
head-ftrong, or think themfelves fit to be their own Mafters, and
to follow their own Wills in every Thing : - A little thought would
foon let them fee that it'is highly reafonable that they fhould hear-
ken unto thofe, @whofe Days (peak, and whom multstude of Years
#6ach Wifdom ; becaufe they muft certainly be the beft Judges of
what is meet, right, and their bounden Duty, who have long had
both Knowledge and Experience in the Nature and Confequences
of Good and Evil; who have feen, and perhaps felt the Pansty
and Vexation of Spirit that there is in the ways of Sin, and the
Pleafure and Peace of Conicience, that is to be met with 7z the
paths of Righteoufnefs and true Holine|s ; Perfons who can never en-
vy them any Good, and as little mean them any Evil, fuch as thefe
may eafily be allowed to be better able and willing alfo to advife,
and dire& young Meny than they themfelves who are but of yefter-
day, and know nothing : Alas! felt-conceit is the Ruin of Youth, but
a little diftruft of themfelves would foon prove the Foundation of
great Wifdom ; this would help to bring them to a juft Senfe of
their State, and that by God’s Bleffing will foon better it.

Fourthly, are both Childbood and Youth Vanity? Methinks the
Confideration of fo much time {pent in weaknefs, Natural and Spi-
ritual weaknefs, and fo little to the beft Purpofes of Living, fhould
engage All Perfons to ufe their Strength both of Body and Mind as
it increafeth, to the Redeeming of the Time paft by the improving
the Time to come, that their fetting out {o {lowly at firft may en-
gage them to make the greater Speed as they come nearer to the

middle, or End of their Race,
Indeed
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~ Indeed could we fpend all our Tinie from our Cradles to ous
Graves in the Service of our God, ’twould be ne more than what
is very becoming Creatures towards their Gracious Creator, and our
prefent Service would even then bear no Proportion to the Great-
nels of our future Kecompence of Reward; but fince the Infirmities
of our Nature incapacitate us for many Years for any reafonable
Service, furely when we come to the ufe of our Reafon we fhould
be the more careful how we loofe any time, or {quanderaway thofe
precious Moments that remain, which are fo much fhorter even
than our Natural Life.

Thus have I very briefly confider’d the Panity both of Childhood
and of Youth, and the proper Duties arifing thence, viz. The Du-
ty of Children towards their Parents; andof Parentstowards their
Children; and of young Perfons towards themfelves; and of all
Perfons towards God. on the account of that waite of Time which
the Infirmities and Weaknefles of their Nature occafion in this im-
perfe& State, all which thould make us more defirous to {fpend the
Remnant that is left to his Honour, who gives the whole, and like-
wife earneftly to breath after that blefled Place where we fhal] fe
made like unto the Angels, and ferve and worfhip God with Con<
ftancy and Vigour, without Interruption, and without End. And

‘what can I fay more, but exhort Children, Parents, Young Per-
fons, nay all Perfons {erioufly to confider, and fincerely endeavour
to anfwer their refpective Obligations with all their Power, '

But forafmuch as fome Parents (however willing) may not fomes
times be able to help their Children, and by reafon of S'icknefs, oK
fome other great Calamity cannot [utficiently adminifter to their orwsm
Neceffities, much lefs fupport others, who in the courfe of Nature
depend upon them, or by Death may be fnatch'd away from the
Opportunity of providing for their Childrens Comfortabje Living in
this World, or happily in the next; how feafonably in fuch a Cafe
does the Charity of others ftep in to the Relief of the Poor Defti-
tute Children expofed as it were in a Cradle of Bullrufbes to the
Waves of this troublefome World, and breeds them up a5 Pharaol’s
Daughter did Mofes for ber owon Son.  Which naturally brings me
in the laft Place to make fome Application fuitable to the Charita.
ble Occafion of our Meeting together here this Day.

Whilft

D
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Whilft I have before my Eyes {o many Orphans and Poor Chil-=
dren ( whom I think I may call the Adopted Children of Charity,
becaule they are fupported by Love, and feel the tendernefs of a
Parent towards them lodg'd by Providence in the Bowels of others
who were perhaps Strangers to them, and the want of Education
in the Natural Order of things happily fupply’d by Grace) I cannot

but in the firlt Place give Glory to God on thisOccafion, and cry
cut with his Apoftle, Thanks be unto God for his Unfpeakable Gift.

For, how does this moft excellent Gift of Charity labour to fecure

thefe Helplefs Children from the Bane of Idlenefs; which is the Ruft
of the Soul, and inftead of having nothing fo do (which muft ex-
pofe them to the Temptations of doing ill) train them up in the
Way of Induftry and Virtue, prepare them for fuch Arts and Em-

ployments as may make them truly ufeful in their Generation, be-
heficial to others, as well as profitable to themielves, and teach

¢hem to labour, and to work with'their own Hands the thing that
3 good, that they in their turns may bhawe to give to him that needeth.

How does it fnatch them out of Harms way, and from the Oppor-

tunity of hearing little elfe but Curfing and Swearing (which is the
too ufual Language of Idle Diffolute Perfons in every Corner of
the Streets,) it early inftruéts them to keep their Tongues from evil,
and their Lips that they [peak no gusle; and whilft it accaftoms
them 1o bear the Yoke intheir Youth, it makes them the more pa-

tient under it, till by Degrees its very weight 7 eafie, and its bur-

then is lizbt. How careful is this Charity to fow the Seeds of God-
linefs and Honefty in their Hearts, by the Means of wholfome

Knowledge, and’by furnithing them with proper Employments

both of Body and Soul, without which many of them would proba-
bly have been ignotant of what they muft do to' be [aved, and fome
even of what they-muft do to live, till they had added tothe Num-
bet of thofe Fools of whom ‘Selomon complains, that
they dic for lack of Wifdom. Which way then can

Prov. 10, 21.

~our Charity be nore ufefully employ’d than in thus qualifying young

Perfons to become faithful Servants to God and Man, and in put-
ting them in the Way to ger their oton Living, and to do their Duty
in that-State of Life unto which it fall pleafe God to call them?
Surely it is far -greater Charity to fit them for {ome Calling, that
they may with Diligence eat their ywn Bread, than after they arg
Ly 5 - reduce
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reduced to Beggary, to feed them with the Bread of Idlenefs from
your Tables every Day.

"Tis true, there are {ome Obje&s may ftrike more uponour Senfes,
and thro’ them reach our Bowels, and affe¢t the Heart; the Condi-
tion ot the Maimed, the Halt, the Blind, and fuch like, isapt to
touch us with a feeling of their Infirmities, and as their Wants are
vifible, fo we are led by Sight and Inftin& to compaffionate and re-
lieve them, and Bl;[fed are they who are thereupon (as Fob was)Eyes
t0 the Blind; and Feet to the Lame, and as Opportunity fervesdo
them good : But the Charity I am now recommending, rather
aims at the prevention than cure of Evil, and by. forecaft and early
Care endeavours to bring up Youth in fuch a Magner, that they
may live comfortably here and bappily hereafter; by acquainting

them betimes with wholelome Chriftian Principles, it lays the Foun-
dation for a Chriftian Life, i¢ labours ta prevent loofenefs of Man--

ners, and many other Spiritual Evils, whofe Genuine Fruit is Po-
verty and Shame, Pain, Mifery and Death.

Having faid thus much of the Excellency of this Charity, T fhall onZ
ly crave leave ina few Wordstoaddrefs my felfto the Givers and to the
- Receiversofit. You then thatare the Difpenfers of this Charity; well -
know the Sincerity of yourown Hearts; the Uprightnefs of your Inten-
tions, and the exceeding Ulfetulnefs of your Work ; - your Aim is
the Glory of God; and the Good (the publick and private Good)
of Men, to relcue Young Perfons from the T emptations of the -
World, and the Snare of the Devsly to remove the-great Difadvan-
tages arifing from the Vansty of Youth, and to graft inftead thereof |
what may enable them to-bring forth much Fruit in their Age, and
render them beneficial to'themlielves and others in the following
Stages of Life; and werily T fay unto yon ye fhall in no wife loofe your
Reward, ‘ye'have a prefent Reward in what ye do, in the Nume,
and for the Sake, and by the Grace of your God, as well as in tha -
Manifold happy Confequences of it. 7 eR - '

When you hear, or read, or confider the Rank which this Grace
of Charity holds “in"the Chriftians Catalogue of Duties, and the
many Bleflings that attend and follow it, Sure I am, ye are dniong °
the Bleffed'of the-Lord who hath made Heaven and Harth ; Blofled,
under the Hopes of making many others {o; Bleffed; s being good
Siewards ofihe Manifold Grace of God; Bie[fed, as laying iv for

D2 yonrfelves
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your [elves a good Foundation againft the Time to come that\ye may
lay bold on Eternal Life : Nay, I muft fay further, ye are a pub-
lick Blefling, and that not only as providing for the publick good
of the Nation, by the Care you take of the Welfare qf_; many of its
Members, who might otherwife prove extremely prejudicial to it;
but likewife by direétly drawing down a Blefling from God on that
People amongft whom he fees true Charity fo much abound. When
I confider how many Schools Charity has in a few Years fet up in
this and the Neighbouring Kingdom, wherein. many Thoufands
enjoy the Benefit of a Liberal Education, I cannot but rejoice
hope that God hath yet a Bleffing in fiore forus, notwithftanding our
many Provocations, and great Ingratitude for his Manifold Mer-
cies; and tho’ Iniqusty and Infidelity do fadly abound, and threaten
us with utter Ruine, yet forafmuch asthe Love of many does not
wax Cold, and we fee thefe Seminaries of Charity increafe in Num-
ber daily, may we not {till hope that this oxr Labour of Love may
keep far from us the fore Judgment we have at this time too much
reafon to fear, and may lengthen out our Tranquility and prove a
Security to our other Bleflings. And as I doubt not but each of
you is ready to fay hereupon, Bleffed be the Lord who hath allotted
me the more bleffed Part to give and not to receive, Bleffed be the
Lord who bath given me the Heart to open my Hands to bis Poor Ser-
vants in their t1me of Need, {01 thall only add this by way of re-
turn in the Pfalnif’s Words, the Lord profper you, ®e wifb you
good Luck in the Name of the Lord.

But my Brethren the unhappy Circumftances into which we are
lately fallen, - will-oblige me to obviate one difficulty, arifing from
the Scarcity of Money that is at prefent amongft us : And that this
may not prove an Obftruction to our Charity, let us confider that
no Man was ever yet the Poorer for what in an honeft Heart by
prudently grving to the Poor be lent unto the Lord; he that makes
ufe of his Wealth as God requires, makes him his Debtor, and can

never fail of his Blefling, for hbe i faitbful that bath
Heb. 1c.23. - promifed, promifed that hethat foweth bountifully foall
2 Cor. 9. 6. reap bountifully, andihe liberal Soul fhall be made fat :
Prov. 11 25: - and be that watereth, [bhall be watered alfo himfelf, and
for this thing the Lord thy God fhall blefs thee in all thy
Deut- 29. %0 Works, and in all that thou putteft thine Hand unto :

Let
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‘Let therefore afuitable Frugality fapply other Deficiencies, let uste-
srench what we can from our Pride and Luxury, “and fometimes €-
ven from our ordinary Food and Raiment, that we may feed the
Hungry, or cloath the Naked, or inftruct the Ignorant; Ge. but
let Charity be the laft thing we retrench from; for it is-one of the
worft Ufes we can make of the badnefs of the Times, to fuffer it to
be an Excufe or Pretence for the with-holding or leflening our Cha-
rity ; the utmoft Extremity alone fhould difpofe us to borrow of
the Allowance we may have devoted to the Poor, and our Conve-
niencies Thould rather yield to their Neceffities, and our leffer give
way to their yet greater Wants. Itisa Glorious Charaéter which
St. Paul gives of the Charity of the Macedonzans; 2 Cor. 8. 15 2.
which he ftyles the Grace of God beftowed on them, how that in @
great Trial of Affliction, the abundance of their Soy, and their deep
Poverty wbounded umro the Riches of their Liberality, for according ia
their Power, yea and beyond their Power, they were willing of theimn-

~ felves : When they were in a State of Perfecution, and under very

preffing Wants, they chearfully lent an helping Hand towards the
relieving their Chriftian Brethren under yet deeper Diftrefs, almolt
to the forgetting of their own : Bleffed be God our ftraits are not
fo great as theirs, and that we muft allow is a good reafon why

our Charity fhould not be lefs.

Indeed this gteat City has been lately very remarkably Liberal
towards many, very many ufeful Members of it, 1 mean thofe poor
Artificers who were able and willing, and even defirous to work,
when yet it was not in the Power of their Hands to do ity for want
of the ufual Demands of their Manufa&ures, the ordinary Support
of themfelves and Families; and great Charity no doubt it is to
encourage and relieve thofé who ate difpofed to labour, and to {pend
their Strength and Time in theService of their Country, by improv-
ing to the beft Advantage the chief Produd of it.  But Charity fel-
dom confines herfélf to any one particular Obje& or Occafion, but
is ready to do good unto all Men according to its Ability, and their
Wants. Your Charity, my Brethren, has I am perfwaded a Blefiing
left in ftore for thefe impotent Children, who ftand before you clad
from Head to Foot in Manufaéures of yourown, and your Cha-
rity even in the fingle Article of Cloathing them in this' Manner; i
of great Advantage to many others. who muft receive benefit from

E " what
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what they confume : I believe it would be very fatisfactory as
well as furprizing for any one to {it down and Calculate, how many
particular Traders find fome account from what thefe wear thro’
your Charity, and whillt you thus give them Razment to put on,
you help to give Bread to others that are Needy, .and Multitudes
are refrefh’d by your Charity, befides thole that are the diret and
immediate Objeéts of it; who, I trut will not ceale to offer up thewr
Prayers 10 God for you, and their Praifes to Him the Gsuer of every
good and perfect Gift for the exceeding Grace of God in you.

And to this end, I fhall now addrefs my felt Secondly, to the Re-
ceivers of this Charity, and I could with that you who are Children
in Aze, in Underfianding were Men, that you might thoroughly
know and confider and anfwer the Obligations which the Charity
of your Benefactors lays upon you. My little Children methinks it
thould be no hard Matter even for you to obferve, that you are in
this Manner taken out from the World in order to be delivered from
the greateft Evils of it ; your very Habit ferves to put you in Mind
of your Diftinétion, and that you are {eperated from thofe of the
like Age and Condition for fome peculiar Reafons, and to fome
peculiar Purpofes ; your Drefs as it were {peaks you to be the Chil-
dren of the {fame common Parent, (the Children of Charity,) and
this ought to difpofe you to diftinguith yourfelves by that Diligence
and Induftry, which 1s her Intention and Defign, and by that Gra-
titude to your Benefactors, and Thankfulnels to God, as becomes
fuch as are upheld by the Bounty of the one, thro’ the Grace of the
other : As God has thro’ them provided that you fthould underftand
the things pertaining to Life and Godlinefs, and you have time al-
lowed you to thefe.good Purpofes, I am fure it is your great Duty
to ufe your time to thefe good Purpofes; for fuchas you to {pend
your Days in Idlenefs or Diffolutenafs of Manners, and to become
afterwards remarkable for ill Words, orany kind of ill Works,
would not only to your Reproach miferably prevent the ends of this
Charity, but caft a blot and bring Difhonour, and a Difcourage-
ment upon the Charity itfelf. Such vile Ingratitude would {hame
thofe Spiritual Parents who have laboured in vain to beget you azain
unto good Works, and rob them of the Joy they propofed to them-
felves in being the happy Inftruments of your Temporal, Spiritual

and Eternal Welfare,
But
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But leaft your tender Age fhould hinder you from being duly
fenfible of thefe Truths upon once hearing them, I therefore addrels
my felf to others for you, and call on your behalf to thofe who
are vour Mafters and Miftreffes who have the more immediate Care
over you, that they teach you not only your Books and your ref-
pective Work, but that they labour to make you duly fenfible of
the End aimed at by your Benefactors, and your great Duty to walk
worthy of #t unto all well-pleafing ; That they do what in them lyes
_to make you true Chriftians, good Proteftants, fincere Members of
the Church eftablifhed by Law, and faithful Subjects to our Gra-
cious Soveraign King George, and Zealous for the Proteftant Suc-
ceflion in his Illuftrious Houfe, as being that upon which under God -
the Religion, Liberties, and Properties of Us and Our Pofterity do -
vifibly depend, that {o thefe Charitable Nurferies may meet with
publick, as well as private Encouragement, whilft they are by Ex-
perience found to contribute to the Welfare of the Society, as well
as to the particular Good of particular Men.

Finally let us all addrefs our felves unto God for a Bleffing on
thefe Seminaries of Youth, that he would blefs the Sowers, and
blefs the Seed fown, that the one may Sow plenteoufly, the other
bring forth Fruit plenteoudly, and in a word, that God may crown -
fuch our Labours of Love with his Favour here, and with his Blef-
fing for ever : And to add yet greater force to this Petition, Iclofe
all with that excellent Colleét of our Church,

<

O Lord, who baft taught s that zll our Doings without Charity
ave nuthing worth, [end thy Holy Ghoft and pour into our Hearts that
moft excellent Gift of Charrty, the very Bond of Peace and of all Ver-
tue, without which, whofoever liveth s counted dead before thee,
Grant this for thin: only Son Fefus Chrift bis [ake. Amen.

. I N1.S
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