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E C C L E S I A S T E S ,  th e X Ith , V erfe  X ,

Childhood and Youth are Vanity.

A N fle e th  as a Jhadow, and continueth not faith 
Job , 14. 2. A s  a Shadow continueth not in 
one ftay, but is a lw ays in m otion, from  the 
rifiriç o f the Sun, to the going d>wn thereof £ 
fo alio is M an from the beginning? to  the end 
o f his Days, from the M orning, to  th e E ve­
ning o f his L iie  i the firft ftep he takes into 
the  W orlrl, is hut the beginning o f his Jour»
n ey ou t o f it, he is never fixed, but ftill m ov­

ing on, till his L ig h t is darkened w ith  th e Shadow  o f Death» 
T h e  four General Stages of his L ife , are C h ild h o od , Y o u th , M an­
hood, and O ld  A g e , and fe w , very  few  there are that pals thro*
a ll th efe j b u ta s  by th e Interpofition o f a M orning C lo u d , the
L ig h t is fometimes early intercepted, and the ihadow  flees aw ay, 
io the L ife  o f M an is often fliu t up in O b fcu rity , as foon as th e 
D ay  begins to daw n upon him, and vilits him w ith  L ig h t  : N a y , 
every ones L ife is fu b jed  to  fo  m any Imperfections, and w ithal fo  
very uncertain, that at the very beft, it is bu t as it w ere the ilia- 
dow  o f L ife, and in fome Parts o f it very little  m ore than the
D ream  o f a ihadow .

In a W o rd , His Journey thro’ this V a le  oi M ifery at the lon ged  
is very ihort, the utm oft Period of L ife  being but as a Span long0 
and in that ihort Span good part o f it is very uieiefs, and infigni- 
ficant to the true Purpofes o f L ife  ; for, according to the O bferva- 
tion o f the W ife M an in my T e x t, Childhood and Touth are Vanity, 
In Difcourfing upon which W ords, I  (hall co n iid er,

Firft, T h e  V an ity  of Childhood.
Seco ndly, T h e  V an ity  o f Touth.
Thirdly, Some proper Inferences that m ay be draw n from thence, 
Laftly, I ftiall m ake an A pplication fuitable to  the Charitable 

Odcafion of our prefent M eetin g togeth er, and fo conclude,
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fir fi  T h en  I am to confider the Vanity o f  Childhood : N ot to 
'mention thofe Days of Darknefs, when tne Imperfect Embryo is 
forming into L ife, when the Life of the Child is fcarce diftin£t from 
that of the Mother, in and by whom (thro’ the Appointment of an 
A ll-w ile Providence) it lives-, moves, and has its Being ,• whereby 
the violent Impreifions x>f Fear, or Defire, or fuch like, which it 
receives from that tender Parent before it comes into the World, 
are found to have láfting Effects afterwards, both upon its Body 
and Soul ; and as it fometimes brings with it outward M arks of 
w hat it felt thro’ the Difturbances and Paillons of Her that bare it, 
fo the inward Impreffions upon the Mind, are oft-times as evident
and durable as they.

But let us conhder the Infant juft entring into the W orld with 
ftrong Crying and Tears, as if  it was averfe to Life, or was ftnfible 
o f the future Miferies o f  it, and had iome kind o f foreJcnowledge 
o f its Portion in this Region of Sorrow. N a fú tu r , &  ftatim plorat 
futur* Calamitatis Prophet a, faith St. Aug. Its firft C ryin g  is indeed 
heard with Joy, becaufe it is a T o k e n  of Life, but withal it is a 
certain fign of Weaknefs, and a Natural, and a very moving Call 
For Help and Succour, which it can by no Means give its felf, nor 
exprefs its wants of, nor ask R elief from others, but by fuch L a ­
mentation and Woe. A las ! How vain a thing is Man in this Infant 
State, a State o f great Impotency and extream Frailty, in which 
he fufters much, and can do but little, being without Pow er to aft 
as a Man in any of his Faculties, either of Body or Mind : A t  this 
A g e  all the noble Powers of the Soul lie Dormant, for want of a 
Body proportionate to their U fe , and how ftrong foever Reafon 
may in its fe lf be at that tender Seafon of Life, yet is it forc’d to 
fympathize with the weaknefs of the Organs, by which it ads : 
When I was a Child, faith the Apoit. i  Cor. 13; 1 1 . I  fpake as a 
Ch/ld, Ï  under flood as a Child , / thought as a Child : B ut when I  
became a M a n , I  put away Childijh Things ; plainly intimating, 
that fo vain are all our Operations in that State, that neither our 
Thoughts, nor our W ords, nor our Aótions, are fit to be continued, 
when w e come to riper Underftanding, and the proper U fe o f 
them , is not to ufe them, but caft them off.

But if Childhood is thus altogether Vanity, even after w e come 
to  fome U fe o f Speech, what is it in that weaker State, when a 
- “ ' -  -
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C s )
M an may be compared to the Images o f the Heathen, o f  whom the N 
P fa lm fi by w a y  o f Derifíon thus fpeafceth ; Pfalm  1 i 5, 7 . Feet 
have they, and walk not -, neither /peak they thro’ their Throat„

Man o f all the Creatures, born into the W orld  is the m oft help^ 
lefs, and continues the longeft (o, o f any that I know  o f in it : L e t  
us coniider the Beafts o f the Field, h ow  by a ftrange inftind o f N a­
ture th ey kn ow  their ow n D am , and run im m ediately to Her for 
N ouriihm ent who gave them L ife  ; N ature (o r  rather the G od  o f 
N ature) teacheth them o f whom  to  feek their Food, and the W ays 
and Means o f com ing at it , as foon as th ey ftand in N eed  o f it 
but M an in that early State w ou ’d ftarve a Thoufand times, did not 
the C are  of others bring him, and feed him w ith Food convenient for  
him , and w ere not his Parents or Nurfes Hands and Feet and every  
thing to  him, his longeft ftay in this W orld, w ould  fcarce be more 
than that o f  a m an /»*«, that tarrieth but a Day. W ithout
the help of others, his Body could then do nothing tow ards the Sup­
port o f  its felf, and if there was not a G racious Provifion laid  in for 
him ( tljro’ the good Providence o f G od  )  in the B ow els of other 
M en , without fuch çôpw, fuch a flo ck  o f  N atural A ffettion and 
Com panion, the Day oj his B irth  w ou’d ordinarily be the Day o f  his 
Death.

You w ill not think the Im age too mean or low , if I further ob- 
ferve to you , how fome other A nim als are no fooner broke loofe 
from the Shell, but they forthw ith com e at the C a ll, and run for 
ihelter to Her that warmed them  into L ife , and foon learn by Imi­
tation to feed them felves, and to  diftinguiih w hat is proper for their ■ 
N ouriihm ent, from w h at is not, and to  feek it  and ufe it according­
ly  : But M an  when he is firft born, is only Paifive even in w hat 
concerns the A n im al L ife  j H e can neither fecure him felf from D an­
ger, nor run under the W ings and Prote&ion of thofe that w ould  af­
ford R elief, he cannot be his ow n P urveyor, but intirely depends 
upon C h arity  for the Bread o f  L ife. Alas ! It is by flow  D eg rees  
that he com es to  kn ow  and purfue the Ends for which the feveral 
Parts o f his Body w ere given him, n ay, it is by flow  D egrees th at 
they come to  be fit for U fe j  his W ifdom , his Stature, and his; 
Strength increaie gradually, and Childhood is th e  State o f the g re a - 
teft Imperfeétion in all thefe, and therefore w e  m ay w e ll conclude 
w ith the W ife M ail; that Childhood is Vanity ,
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<" I pafs on now to confider Secondly, the Vanity o f Youth, for 
both Childhood, a?id Youth are Vunity. N ow  it muft be confefled, 
that tho’ Childhood and Youth are both concluded under this mean 
and humbling Chara&er o f Vanity, yet they are not both fo in the 
iame Degree, or on the fame Account : Xouth is far removed from 
many of the Imperfe&ions o f Childhood ; in Touth Reaion appears, 
not indeed like the Sun finning in his ftrength, but like the T w i­
light or Dawn of the M orning, and tho’ its Glimmerings are but 
imperfeft, yet they difcover to us the approach of Day, and folace 
us with the Comforts arifing from the nearer Profpeft of it.

In Youth we may obferve fome Capacity of V ertue, and they 
that are trained up betimes in the W ay they Ihould go, may then 
have their Sen fes in a good Meafure exercifed tod/fcem between Good 
and E v il  : In Youth the Underltanding is ripe enough to receive 
Inftruótion, and that not only in the Bu/inefs and Affairs of the 
W orld, in the Learning of Trades and civil Employments, for the 
U fe and Benefit of this L ife, but likew ife in the far more important 
concerns of the other, in the JVays of the L ord , thofe which lead 
to his G lory, and our greateft good, the Sanctification and Salva­
tion of our Souls.

Y et notwithftanding all thefe Advantages which Youth has above 
Childhood, this alfo is Vanity. N ow  the Vanity o f Youth confifts 
chiefly in its fpiritual Weaknefs ; the Underftanding is then but lit­
tle exercifed by Obfervation or Experience, and it is too eager and 
raih in chufing, and confequently lefs difpofed to chufe wifely ; it 
is an A ge rather fit to receive, than to give In fla t io n , and yet it 
is often very Headftrong and averfe to the taking it : And happy 
it were if this was all the Vanity that Youth is fubjed unto, but 
there is fomething yet behind that is not only Vanity, but vexation 
fif Spirit : I mean its early Propenfity to Pleafures that are Earthly, 
Senfuali Devil/JJp, its ftrong Byafs towards Corruption, and its 
continual liablenefs to be deluded by the deceitfulnefs of Jin : Some 
L u fts are fo very ftrong in lo u th , that the Apoftle fpeaks o f them 
as ii they were peculiar to that A g e , and therefore calls them 
Youthful Lufls, and exhorts his Son Timothy to avoid them, z 
Tim. 2. 2 2.

In Youth the Pleafures of this World appear in the moft enfnaring ■ 
Beauty 3 and addrefs <hemfelves to the M ind, when the Body is
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heft prepared to receive the Irnpreffion ; that V igour o f  Bloo4 
and Spirits which is at the height in the,D ays o f  our Youth, enforce 
more ftrongly Tem ptations that feem fuited to its Complexion,, 
and the little  Acquaintance which .you n gM en  generally have w ith  
any thing elfe, befides w hat concerns the Anim al L ife, m akes them 
more and more earneft in making Provifion for the FleJJo to fu lfill the 
Lufts thereof i fo that ( as one has w e ll obferved ) the very Health 
and Strength o f Touth, which is its greateft B ld fin g, is its greateft 
Danger. T h e ft  give a Savour and Rçliih to Senfual T h in gs, and 
render the Man the m oil eager after them , becaufe moft capable 
of their Enjoyment.

Beiides, the Imagination and Paifipns o f  Youth being m oft ftrong, 
and Reafon w eak, the form er reprefent Things too partially, -and 
.plead fo ftrongly in favour o f  Fleih and Blood, that the latter has 
l e f s  Pow er to with flan A thp Force, or to m ake Head agaittft the 
early Prejudices and Prepofteííions o f Senfe.

T h e  greateft N atural Security againft the T em p tation s o f the 
W orld , the Fleih, and the D e v il, is Coniideration 5 for the T e m p ­
tations to any Sin w hatfoever, the m ore clo ie ly  they are exam ined, 
the lefs engaging th ey appear, and their Strength is turned into 
Weaknefs by fearching thoroughly into their N ature, and by e n q u i­
ring what is to be done or fuffered in the E nd thereof : B u t the great 
V an ity  o f Youth confifts in this, that it is an utter Enemy to Con- 
ilderation, and has not S k ill or Patience d u ly  to weigh, the C on fe- 
quences of T h in g s , and the other W orld  appears a t too great a 
Diftance to come into the A ccou n t, and it is, and ever w ill be ve­
ry difficult to overcome the T e r.p ta tio n s o f this W orld, but upon 
Principles drawn from the Confideration of the other, 
for according to the W ords o f St. John. This it the 1 •*ohn s' 4’ 
Victory that overcometh the World, even our Faith -, O ur F a ith  
which  ( as another Apoftle defcribes it ) is the 
Subftanee o f things hoped fo r , the E vid en ce-of things Hsb' 11 15 
not fee» j Our F atih , by zvhich ( w ith  M ofes ) w e Hê  lr> 17> 
fee Him  that is Invifible-, and thofe Invisible States in 
the next L ife  which are of ten thoufand times greater M om ent to 
us than A ll that is to be deiired or feared here, for the things that 
are feen, are Temporal ; but the things that are not 
{eeriy are Eternal : Our Faiths which looketh unto zCor' 4' l8“

Jefus

! ( 1 )
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neb. i2. *• Jefus the Author and Finijher o f it, and with Gra­

titude and L  ve lays hold on the Atonement made in 
his Blood : Our Faith, which attends on its Compalfionate Lord 
from his Cradle in the M anger, to his'Death upon the Croîs, from 
his leaving his Father’s Glory in Mercy to Sinners, to his return­
ing thither again to make Intercejjion fur them, and to g ive Gifts 
unto Men ; fuch Gifts as may fit them for thofe Maniions above, 

whither he is gone before to prepare a place for us :
o n 14. x. Q ur w {1jc}1 beholds him Trium phing over

Death, and the Grave in His Refurreótion, and which with Joy 
Anticipates our own, when he jhall come again in Glory to Judge 
the World according to his Gofpel.

Thefe are Principles which fet Good Chriftians above the World, 
above the Goods or Evils o f  it, or rather above the Temptations 
arifing from e ith er. Principles whereby the God o f  all Grace re- 

16  f refl°eth the Souls of his Servants> and Strengthens them
F-ï • i- l6- xvith might in the inner M a n , and fills them w ith all
nom. i). 13, J 0y  and Peace in believing, and makes them to a-
mô 6 bound in hope thro’ the Power o f the Holy Gbofl> which

hope is as an Anchor of the Soul both fare and fie dt aft, 
«nd which preferves it in Safety amidft the Storms of a Tem peftu- 
ous World. But after all, fuch Principles have not ordinarily their 
full Strength, whilft Reafon is w eak, and it is very apparent, that 
the Life o f Reafon is but in its Infancy in the Days o f our Touth, 
and the Life of Grace w ill not be So apt to thrive upon fo faint a 
Stock, unlefs it is duly cultivated and improved by an early Care, 
and managed wifely thro’ the Difcretion o f others, during the want 
o f  our own. Which leads me,

Thirdly, T o  lh ew  what proper inferences may be drawn from 
the foregoing Confederations. Hiftory informs us, that the Chinefe 
( a very wife and populous Nation ) began the publick Care o f their 
Children from the very time of their Conception, and by reafon of 
the tender Impreifions which th ey receive in and thro’ the M other, 
there was early Provifion made for the Security and W elfare o f the 
Invifible L ife  of the tender Babe, and great Caution ufed, that no 
Paflion might be railed in the M other, which might have any ill ef- 
fedt upon the Child. And fince io very clofe is the Union and D é­
pendance of the one on the other, and the Mother and Child are

fo
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fo much O n e; and fo intim ately link’d  together • It is certainly the 
W ifdom  o f all M others to im itate that wife People at leaft fo far, 
as to  avoid as much as poffible the hearing or reading, or eren  
thinking upon frightful Stories, or feeing monftrous and terrifying 
Sights, or indeed any thing that m ay too ftron gly  affeót the Ima­
gination, and all this out o f Compaflion to  the Fruit of their W om b, 
îeaft that fuffer thro’ the violent Impreifions that are made upon th e 
Parent by fuch means. But I ih all proceed to  w hat is m ore evi­
dent, and within the compafs o f  every  Bodies Obfervation, A nd 

F/rft,  from the Vanity of Childhood, that is, from the W eakneis 
and Im potency o f that tender A g e , I infer th e Obligations o f  C hil­
dren tow ards their Parents ; Children are infinitely bound to Loveÿ  
Honour, and Succour their Fathers and Afothers, in Confederation 
of that Care they took  o f  them, when th e y  w ere unable to  tak e  
any (  rh e  leaft) Care o f t-hemfelves : H o w  ought C hildren to  ftu- 
d y  according to  the A p o ftle ’s Phrafe to  requite their Parents,  to  
pay them that which they have w ell deferred, to  pay them  alw ays 
w ith  D u ty , and w h ere need is, w ith  M aintenance, for a ll their 
Labour o f L o v e  towardt them. C an  a C h ild  ever do enough for 
thofe o f whom under G o d  he has been holden up ever fince he w as 
born ? For thofe w ho have D a y  after D a y , and N ight after N igh t, 
w illingly foregone their ow n Eafe and R eft to  procure His, and who 
by Prayers and T e a rs  have labour’d  to rem ove thofe E vils from  
him, which all their other Endeavours could not happily E ffe d . 
Surely U ndutiful Children forget that ever th ey  w ere Infants, or 
elfe they could never be U n d u tifu l : T h eir  lo n g  and entire D epen­
dence upon their Parents is a ftrong, very  ftrong band o f D a ty , 
and probably one Reafon w h y  th e A ll-w ife  Providence brings M an 
into the W orld m ore helplefs, and continues him longer fo, than 
other C reatures, is, that the A ffe& ion betw een Children and Pa­
rents m ay be the ftronger, thro’ the Senfe o f  thofe manifold O bli­
gations : For w e  find tnat other Creatures w hofe Dépendance is not 
io  great, and not fo M i n g ,  foon forget their you n g Ones, and 
their young Ones them  j but M an the m oil Im potent, and the long- 
eft fo, ihould ever Rem em ber the D ays o f  W eaknefs, for th ey  
w ere m any, and never difregard thofe Perfons w ho in that feeble 
State w ere the Staff and Support of his L ife .

C  l e t
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L e t  then the Vanity o f Childhood, that State o f Impotency ever 

make all Children duly M indful, both, how much their Parent» 
have done for them, and how much they ought to do for their 
Parents ; that their very Infirmities may be the Seeds of Vertue,' 
and Motives of D u ty, and difpofe them by Obedience to  return 
their Parents Love into their own Bofom, that what they / ow’d in 
Tears, they may reap w ith Joy. H ow  forcible to this purpofe are 
thofe Words of the Wife Son o f  Sirach, Ecclus. 8. 27, 28. Honour 
thy Father with thy whole Heart, and forget not the Sorrows of thy 
M other i Remember that thou waft begotten o f  them, and how canfi 
thou recompence them the Things that they have done for thee ? Is it 
not the higheft Degree o f Ingratitude, for Children to  be Stubborn 
and Diiobedient to their Parents, and to refufe to go or come at 
their Command, who formerly ran at their Childrens C ry , and 
w ere never more uneafy than when they were in Want ? T h e 
Voice of their Childrens Neceffities was to the Parents a Powerful 
Voice, this bad them go and they went, come and they came, and 
the Centurion’s Servant was not more Obedient to  the Summons 
o f  his Mafter, than tender Parents are to the Call of their tender 
Children.

L e t  difobedient Children therefore but learn to confider w hat 
they have received from their Parents, and then certainly they will 
confider alfo w hat they owe them • L e t them behold Infants in 
Arm s, or hanging yet upon their Mothers Breafts, let them obferve 
what Pains is taken to prevent or remove any o f the Inconvenien- 
cies o f Life from the feeble Babe, and let them alfo remember, that 
fuch weak Infants they themfelves once w ere, and were nouriihed 
into that Increafe o f  Strength and Stature which they now enjoy, 
thro’ their Parents C are, the great Inftruments of giving and pre- 
ferving their Life j and furely thefe View s w ill make them excee­
ding cautious how th ey grieve by their Ooftinacy and Perverfenefs, 
thoie Perfons from whom they have received fo much in Love ; and 
very careful not to  make the Days o f their Youth and Manhood a 
greater Burthen to their Parents thro’ their Sins, than thofe of Infan­
cy  and Chilhood w ere thro’ their Infirmities.

Secondly, From the Vanity of Youth, I mean its Spiritual W eak- 
nefs, particularly its exceeding great Pronenefs to fubmit to the 
Temptations of Senfual Pleafures, and the Corruptions that are in

the
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the W orld thro’ L u jls  j I infer the Obligations o f  Parents tow ard s 
their Children, to  bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition of 
the Lord, and train them betimes in the W ay they Jhould go, that 
when th ey are Old, they may not depart from it : T h e  ftronger their 
Difpofitions at that A g e  are to  tranfgrefs, the more d iligen t ought 
Parents to be in their Endeavours to  prevent their tranfgrefling, and 
to  balance the Propenfity and Inclinations of Corrupt N ature, b y  
th e Rudiments and Principles o f  Grace : Precept floould be upon P re­
cept ,  Precept upon Precept, L in e  upon L in e ,  L in e  upon if. »8- xo, ij . 
L in e f here a little and there a little, as the Prophet fpeaks ; w h o le- 
fom e Inftru&ion ihould be infufed fo conftantly, ana w ith al io  le i- 
furely, that it may the more fu rely  fink into them. M o re  particu­
larly  young Perfons ihould be m aae early  acquainted g 
w ith the Pow ers o f the W orld to come, and be taught 1 ' 1 f ' 
to  remember t b a r  C rea to r  anH t heir Redeemer in the Days o f  theif
Touthi that there is, there can b e , no poflible C om panion between! 
T im e  and Eternity, or betw een  the Pleafures o f Sin w hich are but 

for a Seafon,  and the Pleafures at God's right H and for evermore j and 
confequently, that it is infinitely better, that th ey  Ihould deny them-  
fe h e s  here, than that G od  and Chrift ihould  deny them hereafter^ 
deny themfelves the Gratification o f their L u fts , allfinful Inftances o f  
Pleafure, than that G od  and Chrift ihould deny them  the Everlafting 
Joys and G lories o f  an H eavenly Kingdom .

Such Principles as thefe often and ferioufly inculcated upon you n g 
M en by thoie Perfons whom  they have moft Reafon to  efteem  and 
love, w ill  by the G race o f  G od  help to coo l their intemperate D e  * 
fires, and turn the edge of their Youthful L u fls  another W a y  : Such 
Principles o f G race are o f fuch vaft Importance, that th ey w ill de­
mand fom e Confideration and R egard, even from thofe w ho are n ot 
b y  N ature much difpofed to  confider, and fuch an happy feafoning 
o f the M ind w ith fuch undeniable and momentous T ru th s, w il l  by  
D egrees diipofe Y ou n g Perfons to a due ferioufnefs, and thereby 
m ightily help to preferve them  from  being hardened thro’ the Deceit- 
fulnefs o f Situ

L e t therefore the Vanity ofT outh  aw aken and engage the C are  
o f  the A ged  ; particularly, o f  Parents tow ards their C h ildren , and 
o f Mailers (w h o  are as in the Parents ilead) tow ards their Servants, 
that by their C oun fel and A d vice , the Difpofitions oi their C hi 1-

C  3 dren
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dren and Servants, may be happily turned from the Service of finful 
Lufts, to which they are too much inclin’d, to the Service of the L i ­
ving God, to which they are too much averfe. H ave pity upon 
them, have pity upon them, all ye, who by Experience know  the 
Danger Youth is in, and the W ay to efcape it, teach them the Good 
and the Right Way-, that both you and they may find Reft unto your 
Souls.

Thirdly, Forafmuch as Touth is Vanity, as appears from the W eak- 
nefs o f  Reafon, from the want of Experience, and from the Prepof- 
feflion o f a ftrong Imagination, and corrupt Affe&ions at that Age:
I might eafily fliew  how reafonable it is, that young Men lhould 
entertain a juft Jealoufy o f themfelves, and not forthwith grow 
head-ftrong, or think themfelves fit to  be their own M ailers, and 
to follow  their own W ills in every Thing : A  little  thought would 
foon let them fee that it is highly reafonable that they ihould hear­
ken unto thofe, whofe Days fpeak, and whom multitude c f  7ears 
teach Wifdom ; becaufe they muft certainly be the beft Judges of 
what is meet) right) and their bounden Duty, who have long had 
both Knowledge and Experience in the Nature and Confequences 
o f  Good and Evil -, who have feen, and perhaps felt the Vanity 
and Vexation o f Spirit that there is in the ways o f Sin, and the 
Pleaiure and Peace of Conicience, that is to be met with in the 
paths o f Righteoufnefs and true Holinejs ; Perfons who can never en­
vy  them any G ood, and as little mean them any Evil, fuch as thefe 
m ay eafily be allowed to be better able and w illing alfo to adviie, 
and direft young Men, than they themfelves who are but c f  yefier- 
day) and know nothing : A las ! lelf-conceit is the Ruin of Youth) bur 
a little diftruft o f themfelves would foon prove the Foundation o f 
great Wiidom ; this w ould  help to bring them to a juft Senfe o f 
their State, and that by G od’s Bleifing will foon better it.

fourthly, are both Childhood and Touth Vanity ? Methinks the 
Confideration of fo much time fpent in weaknefs, Natural and Spi­
ritual weaknefs, and fo little to the beft Purpoies of Living, ihould 
engage A ll Perfons to u ie  their Strength both of Body and Mind as 
it increafeth, to  the Redeeming of the Time paft by the improving 
the T im e to com e, that their fetting out fo flo w ly  at fir ft may en­
gage them to make the greater Speed as they come nearer to the 
middle, or End o f  their Race,

Indeed
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Indeed could w e fpend all our T im e  from  our Cradles to  our 

Graves in the Service of our G od, ’tw o u ld  be no more than w hat 
is very becoming Creatures tow ards their Gracious Creator, and our 
prefent Service w ould even then bear no Proportion to  the Great- 
nefs o f our future Hecotnpence o f Reward-, but fince the Infirmities 
o f  our N ature incapacitate us for many Y ears for any reafonable 
Service, furely when w e  come to the ufe of our Reafon w e  ihould 
be the more careful how w e loofe any tim e, or fquander aw ay thofe 
precious M om ents that rem ain, w hich are fo much fhorter even 
than our N atural L ife.

T h u s have I very  briefly confider’d the Vanity both o f  Childhood 
and o f Youth, and the proper D uties ariiing thence, v iz .  T h e  D u ­
ty  of Children tow ards their Parents; and o f Parents tow ards their 
C h ild ren ; and o f young Perfons tow ards th em felves; and o f  a ll 
Perfons tow ards G od, on t h v  account o f that w a fte  o f  T im e  whicht 
the Infirmities and WeaknefTes o f their N atu re occafion in this im ­
perfect State, a ll which ihould make us more deiirous to  fpend the 
Rem nant that is left to his H onour, w ho gives the w h o le , and like- 
wife earneftly to breath after that bleifed P lace  w here w e  ih a ll be 
made like unto the Angels, and ferve and w orih ip  G od  w ith  C o n - 
ftancy and V igour, w ithout Interruption, and w ithout End. A n d  
w hat can I fay m ore, but exhort C h ild ren , Parents, Y ou n g Per­
fons, nay all Perfons ferioufly to confider, and fin cerely  endeavour 
to  anfwer their refpe& ive O bligations w ith  a ll their P o w er.

But forafmuch asfom e Parents (h o w e v e r w illing) m ay not fom e- 
t in e s  be able to help their C hildren, and by reafon o f  S'icknefs or 
fome other great C a lam ity  cannot futficiently adminifter to their ow n  
Necejfities, much lefs fupport others, w h o in the courfe o f  N ature 
depend upon them , or by D eath m ay be fnatch’d aw ay from the 
O pportunity o f  providing for their Childrens C om fortable Living; in 
this W orld, or happily in the n ext; how  feafonably in fuch a C afe  
does the C harity o f  others ftep in to  the R e lie f o f  the Poor D eiti- 
tute C hildren expofed as it w ere in a Cradle o f BulIrujJoes to  th e  
W aves o f this troublefom e W orld , and breeds them up as Pharaoh’* 
D aughter d 'd  M ofes fo r  her own Son. W hich naturally brings me 
in the laft Place to  m ake fome A pplication fuitable to the C h a rita ­
b le  Occafion o f our M eetin g  to g eth er here this D ay.

W h ilft
D
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W hilft I have before m y Eyes fo many Orphans and Poor C h ii-  
dren (w h o m  I think I m ay call the A dopted Children o f C harity > 
becauie th ey are fupported by L ove, and feel the tender nefs of a 
Parent tow ards them lodg’d by Providence in the Bow els or others 
w ho w ere perhaps Strangers to  them , and the w ant or Education 
in the N atural O rder o f  things happily fupply’d b y  G race) I cannot 
but in the firft Place give G lory to G od on this Occafion, and cry  
cu t with his A poftle, Thanks be unto God for his Unfpeakable Cr ijt.

For, how  does this moft excellent G ift  o f Charity labour to lecure 
thefe Helplefs Children from the Bane o f Idlenefs, which is the Ruft 
o f the Soul, and inftead o f having nothing to do (w hich  m oft ex- 
pofe them to  the Tem ptations o f doing ill) train them up in the 
W ay o f Induftry and V irtu e, prepare them for fuch A rts and Em ­
ploym ents as may m ake them  tru ly  ufeful in their Generation, oe- 
neftcial to Others, as w e l l  as profitable to  themielves, and teach 
them  to  labour, and to work w ith their own Hands the thing that 
75 good, that they in their turns may have to g iv e  to him that needeth. 
H ow  does it inatch them  out o f Harms w a y , and from the O pp or­
tu n ity  of hearing little  elfe but Curling and Swearing (w hich is the 
too ufual Language o f Idle DifTolute Perfons in every Corner o f 
the Streets,) it*early iuftrufts them to  keep their Tongues from e-vil, 
and their L ip s  that they [peak no guile  j and whilft it accuftom s 
them  to bear the Toke in their Touth3 it makes them  the m ore pa­
tient under it, till b y  D egrees its very weight is eafie, and as bur­
then is light. H ow  careful is this Charity to fow  the Seeds of G od- 
linefs and Honefty in their Hearts, by the Means o f w holfom e 
K now ledge, and by furniihing them with proper Em ploym ents 
both of Body and Soul, w ithout which many of them  would proba­
b ly  have been ignorant o f what they muft do to be fancd-, and fome 
even o f what they muft do to  live, till they had added to  the Num ­

ber o f  thofe Fools o f whom Solomon complains, that 
1 , 0 1 0 ' 2I' they die fo r  lack of Wifdom. Which way^ then can 
our Charity be more ufefully em ploy’d than in thus q ualifying young 
Perlons to become faithful Servants to G od and M an, and in put­
ting them  in the W ay to get their own Living-, and to do their Duty 
in that ■State o f  L ife  unto which it jhali pleafe God to call them ? 
Surely it is far greater Charity to fit them lor fome Calling, that 
they may w ith D iligence eat their own Bread3 than alter they are

........... reduced
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reduced to  B eggary, to feed them w ith the Bread of Idîenefs from 
your T ables every  D ay.

;T.is true, there are iom e O bjeds may ftrike m ore upon cur Senfes, 
and thro’ them reach our B ow els, and afíeót the Heart; the C ondi­
tion o f  the M aimed, the H alt, the Blind, and fuch like, is apt to 
touch us w ith  a feeling of_ their Infirmities, and as their W ants are 
vifible, fo w e  are led by Sight and Inftinét to compaffionate and re­
lieve them , and Bleffed are they who are thereupon (as Job  was)Eyes 
to the Blind , and Feet to the Lam e, and as Opportunity ferves do 
them good : But the C h arity  I am now recommending, rather 
aims at the prevention than cure o f E vil, and by forecaft and early  
C a re  endeavours to  bring up Youth in fuch a Manner, that th ey 
may live comfortably here and happily hereafter ; b y  acquainting 
them  betimes with wholeiome Chriftian Principles, it lays the Foun­
dation for a Chriftian Life? it la b o u rs  fo,prevent looicneis o f  M an­
ners, and many other Spiritual Evils, w hole Genuine Fruit is Po­
verty  and Shame, Pain, M iiery and Death.

Having faid thus much o f the Excellency o f this C h arity , I /hall on­
ly  crave leave in a few  W ords to addrefs my fe lf to the Givers and to the 
Receivers of it. Y ou  then that are the Difpenfers o f this C h arity , w e ll 
know  the Sincerity o f your own Hearts, the Uprightnefs o f your Inten­
tions, and the exceeding Ufefufnefs o f your W o rk ; your Aim  is 
the G lo ry  oi G od, and the G o od  (the publick and private G ood) 
o f M en, to reicue Y ou n g Perfons from  the Tem ptations o f the 
W orld, and the Snare o f the D ev il, to  rem ove the great Difad van­
tages arifing from the V arky of Youth, and to graft initead thereof 
w hat may enable them to bring forth much Fruit in their Age, and 
render them beneficial to them lelves and others in the follow ing 
Stages o f L ife ; and verily I  fay unto you ye fhall in no wife loofe your 
Rew ard, y e  have a prefent Reward in w hat ye do, in the R im e  
and for the Sake, and by the Grace o f you r G od, as w ell as in the 
M anifold happy C o n fe r e n c e s  o f it.

 ̂W hen you hear, or read, or confider the Rank which this Grace 
o f Charity^ holds in the Chriftians Catalogue o f D uties, and the 
many Bleifings that attend and follow  it, Sure I am, y e  are anion® 
the Bleffed o f the Lord who hath made Heaven and Earth ; Bfeilecf, 
under the Hopes of m aking many others fo ; Bleffed, as being good 
Stewards o f the M an ifold  Grace o f  God j Bieffed, as- laying i;p for

D  2 y ourfelves
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yourfelves a good Foundation againfi the T im  to come that ye may 
lay hold on Eternal L ife  : N a y , I muft fay further, ye are a pub- 
lick  Bleifing, and that not only as providing for the publick good 
o f the Nation, by the C a re  you take o f the W elfare o f many o f its 
M em bei s, w ho m ight otherwife prove extrem ely  prejudicial to it ; 
but likew ife by dire& ly drawing dow n a Bleflïng from G od  on that 
People amcngft whom he fees true Charity fo  much abound. W hen
I confider how many Schools Charity has in a few  Years fet up in 
this and the Neighbouring Kingdom , wherein m any Thoufands 
enjoy the Benefit o f a Liberal Education, I cannot but rejoice in 
hope that G od hath yet a Blejfing in flore fo r  us, notw ithftanding our 
many Provocations, and great Ingratitude for his M anifold M er­
cies; and tho’ Iniquity and Infidelity do fadly abound, and threaten 
us w ith  u tter  Ruine, y e t forafmuch as the L o v e  o f  many does not 
w a x  Cold, and w e  fee thefe Seminaries nf C h a r it y  increafe in Num ­
ber daily, may w e not itill hope that this our Labour o f L o v e  may 
keep far from us the fore Judgm ent w e have at this tim e too  much 
reafon to fear, and may lengthen out our Tranquility and prove a 
Security to our other Bleifings. A n d  as I doubt not but each o f 
you is ready to fay hereupon, Blejfed be the L ord  who hath allotted 
me the more blejfed Part to g iv e  and not to receive, Blejfed be the 
Lord  who hith given me the Heart to open my Hands to his Poor Ser­
vants in their time of N eed , fo I ihall only add this b y  w ay  o f  re­
turn in the Pfalmijl’ s W ords, the L ord  projper you, w e wifh you 
good L u ck  in the Name of the Lord.

B ut my Brethren the unhappy Circumftances into which w e are 
lately fallen, w ill  ob lige  me to obviate one difficulty, arifing from 
th e  Scarcity o f M oney that is at prefent amongft us : And that this 
m ay not prove an Obftru&ion to our C h arity, le t us confider that 
no Man was ever y e t  the Poorer for w hat in an honeft H eart by 
prudently giving to the Poor he lent unto the L o r d ; he that m akes 
ufe o f his W ealth as G od requires, makes him his D ebtor, and can 

never fail o f  his Blelllng, for he is fa ith fu l that hath 
Neb. ic. rj. promifed, promifed that he that foweth bountifullyJhall 
s Cor. 9. 6. reap bountifully, and the liberal Soul foallbe made fa t:  
Prou. h . and he that watereth,fhall be watered alfo himfelf, and 

fo r  this thing the L ord  thy G od fhallblefs thee in all thy 
Deut. »9. 10. Works*, and in all that thou putteft thine Hand unto

L e t



T et therefore a fuitable Frugality fupply othêr Deficiencies, let us re­
trench what w e can from our Pride and L u xu ry , and fometimes e- 
ven from our ordinary Food and Raim ent, that w e m ay feed the 
H u n gry, or cloath the N aked , or inftruót the Ignorant, but 
W T h -iritv  be the laft thing w e retrench from j for it is one o f the 
w orft U fes w e can make of the badnefs oi the T im e s , to  fuffer it to 
W n  Excufe or Pretence for the with-holding or leiTemng our Cha- 
rk v  • the utrnoft Extrem ity alone ftiould difpoie us to  borrow  of 
the A llow an ce w e m ay have devoted to  the Poor, and our C onve- 
niencies ihould rather yield  to  their N eceflities, and our letter g ive  
w ay to  their y e t greater W ants. It is a G lorious Character w hich 
St Paul gives o f the C harity ol the M acedonians, 2 Cor. 8. 1 , 2. 
which he ftyles the Grace of God beftowed on them , how that m a 
m a t  Trial of M i  ft ion, the abundance o f their Joy , and their deep 
P overty  abounded un to  the R iches of their Liberality ,  f o r  according to

their Power yea and beyond their Pow er , they were wtUmg of them­
felves • W hen they w ere in a State of Perfecution, and under v e ry  
prefling W ants, th ey chearfully lent an helping Hand tow ards the 
-relieving their Chriftian Brethren under y e t  deeper D iitrefs, alm oit 
to  the forgetting o f their ow n : B leifed be G od  our ftraits are not 
fo great as theirs, and that w e  muft a llo w  is a good reafon w h y
our Charity ihould not be lefs.

Indeed this great C ity  has been la te ly  very rem arkably L ib éra i 
tow ards many, very m any ufeful M em bers o f  it, I mean thofe poor 
Artificers who were able and w illin g , and even defirous to w o rk , 
when y e t it was not in the Pow er o f  their Hands to do it,  for w ant 
o f  the ufual Demands of their M anufactures, the ordinary Support 
o f them felves and Fam ilies, and great C h arity  no doubt it is to  
encourage and relieve thofe w ho are difpofed to laboui, and to fpend. 
th eir Strength and T im e  in the~Service o f their C o u n try , by im prov­
ing to the beft A dvantage the chief P rod u&  o f  it. But C h arity  iel- 
dom  confines herfelf to  any one particular Objeót or Occafion, but 
is ready to do good unto all M en  according to its A b ility , and their 
W ants. Your C h arity , m y Brethren, has l a m  perfwaded a Bleííing 
le ft in ftore for thefe impotent Children, who ftand before you  clad 
from  Head to  F oot in M anufactures o f you r ow n , and your C h a­
r ity  even in the fingle A rtic le  o f C loathing them in this Manner, is 
o f great A dvantage to many others, who m uft receive benefit from

E  w hat
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w hat they confume : I believe it would be very fatisfa&ory as 
well as furprizing for any one to fit down and Calculate, how many 
particular Traders find fome account from what thefe wear thro’ 
your Charity, and whilft you thus give them Raiment to put on, 
you help to give Bread to others that are Needy, and Multitudes 
are refreih’d by your Charity, befides thoíe that are the direft and 
immediate Objects of it ; who, I trait w ill not ceafe to offer up their 
Prayers to God for you, and their Praifes to Him the G iver o f every 
good and perfect G ift for the exceeding Grace of God in you.

And to this end, I ihall now addrefs my fell Secondly, to the Re­
ceivers of this Charity, and I could wilh that you who are Children 
in Age, in Understanding were M en , that you might thoroughly 
know and connder and aniwer the Obligations which the Charity 
of your Benefa&ors lays upon you. M y little Children methinks it 
ihould be no hard M atter even for you to obferve, that you are in 
this Manner taken out from the World in order to be delivered from 
the greateft Evils of it ; your very Habit ierves to put you in Mind 
o f your DifHndtion, and that you are feperated from thofe of the 
like A ge and Condition for fome peculiar Reafons, and to fome 
peculiar Purpofes ; your Drefs as it were fpeaks you to be the Chil­
dren of the lame common Parent, (the Children of Charity,) and 
this ought to difpofe you to diftinguiih yourfelves by that Diligence 
and Induitry, which is her Intention and Deiign, and by that G ra­
titude to your Benefactors, and Thankfulneis to God, as becomes 
fuch as are upheld by the Bounty o f the one, thro’ the Grace of the 
other : As God has thro’ them provided that you ihould underfland 
the things pertaining to L ife  and Godlinefs, and you have time al 
lowed you to thefe good Purpofes, I am fure it is your great D uty 
to ufe your time to thefe good Purpofes ; for fuch as you to fpend 
your Days in Idlenefs or Diifoluten&fs of Manners, and to become 
afterwards remarkable for ill Words, or any kind of ill W orks, 
would not only to your Reproach miferably prevent the ends o f this 
Charity, but cait a blot and bring Diihonour, and a Décourage­
ment upon the Charity itfelf. Such vile Ingratitude would ihame 
thofe Spiritual Parents who have laboured in vain to beget you again 
unto good Works, and rob them of the Joy they propofed to them- 
felves in being the happy Inftruments o f your Tem poral3 Spiritual 
and Eternal Welfare.

But
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But lea ft your tender A g e  fliould hinder you  from being d u ly

feniible o f thefe T ru th s upon once hearing them., I therefore addreis 
my feif to others for you , and call on your behalf to thofe who 
are your Mailers and MiftreiTes w ho have the more immediate C are 
over you, that they teach you  not only your Books and your ref- 
peûive W ork, but that they labour to make you  duly fenfible o f  
the End aimed at by your Benefa&ors, and your great D u ty  to walk  
worthy of it unto all well-pleafmg ; T h a t  th ey  do w hat in them  lyes 
to make you true Chriftians, good Proteftants, fincere M em bers of 
the Church eflabliihed by L a w , and faithful Subje&s to our G ra­
cious Soveraign King George, and Zealous for the Proteilant Suc- 
ceflion in his Illuftrious Houfe, as being that upon which under G od  
the Religion, Liberties, and Properties o f U s  and O ur Pofterity do 
vifibly depend, that fo thefe Charitable Nurferies may m eet with 
publick, as well as private Encouragem ent, w hilft they are b y  E x­
perience found to contribute to  the W elfare o f  the Society, as w e ll 
as to the particular G ood o f particular M en.

Finally let us all addrefs our felves unto G od for a Bleffing on 
thefe Seminaries o f  Y o u th , that he w o u ld  blefs the Sow ers, and 
blefs the Seed iow n, that the one m ay Sow  plenteoufly, the other 
bring forth Fruit plenteouily, and in a w ord , that G od  may crow n 
fuch our Labours of L ove  with his Favour here, and w ith his B lef­
fing for ever : And to add y e t greater force to  this Petition, I clofe 
a ll w ith that excellent C o l le d  of our Church.

0  L o rd , who haft taught us that all our Doings without Charity 
are nothing worth, fend thy Holy Ghofi and pour into our Hearts that 
inofl excellent G ift o f Charity, the very Bond of Peace and o f all Ver- 
tue, 1without which, whofoever liveth is counted dead before thee, 
Grant this for thin : only Son Jefus Chrift his fake. Am en.

F I N I  S.  
#
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