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F'E R M O N

John 16. Ch. 2. 3. Verfes.

2. They fball put you out of the Synagogues, yea the
Time cometh, that whofiever killeth you S think,
that be dveth God Service.

3. And thefe Things will they do unto _you,. becaufe
they bave not known the Father, nor me.

HEN the tender Mercy of God, out of
Compaflion to the miferable Eftate of loft
Mankind, had formed that wonderful Plan of their
Redemption, which muft ever be the Aftonifhment of
all created Beings, the joyful Notice of its Accom-
plithment was proclaimed from Heaven by an Hoft of
Angels, who intermixed with their Hymns of Glory to
God, a Declaration of Peace on Earth, and good Will
towards Men.--"This is, indeed, the Peace of God, which
paffeth all human Underflanding '---~The good Will of
the Creator towards his Creatures, was moft amazingly

exemplified by the Defcent of the only begotten of
| B the
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the Higheft from the Throne of his Father, to take
upon himfelf the Weaknels of human Nature, and be-
come a voluntary Sacrifice for the Sins of the World ;
But the great Work of Man’s Salvation was not to be
effe@ed without deftroying the Works of the Devil;
and we have more than Tradition to aflure us, that
for this Purpofe was the Son of God manifefled.—---
So long as Pride and Covetoufnefs, Envy and Revenge,
with the other diabolical Paffions mmaintain an Empire
in the Hearts of Men, they will be prompted to injure
and opprefs, deftroy and prey upon each other: Nor
can there be Room to hope, that Cruelty, Fraud,
and Difcord, will ever ceafe upon Earth, till Men
have renounced the Z7ifdom, which is earthly, fenfual,
and devilifb; to embrace that, which defcendeth from
above, and which is able to transform them into #ew
Creatures. -

To effe& this glorious Defign, the Prince of Peace
made @ new Covenant with Mankind, and gave them a
new Law; a Law of univerfal Love and Charity:
He makes the Love of Men to each other, the fole
Proof of their Love to God; reducing all the Duties
of both Tables to this fingle Point, which he makes
the indifpenfable Qualification for every Blefling and
Benefit, which we are to expe& from Him. That
we may not forget or miftake the Obligation, or
Extent of this Law, He has placed a conftant Mo-
nitor, or infallible Interpreter of it in every Man’s
Breaft. That we may not complain of the Condi-
tions, which it prefcribes, our own Defires and Wiihes
are made the Rule and Meafure of our Obedience.—--
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One brief and general Direétion, given by our Divine
Legiflator, difplays a PerfeGion, which human Laws,
could never attain to, that of providing for every
Cafe, and extending to all Circumftances, howfoever
minute and complicated : 4/ Thingsy whatfiever ye
wouldy that Men [bould do unto oty do ye even o unts
thems for this is the Law and the Prophets.—~-Behold
the Sum and Subftance of all Righteoufnefs, Juftice,
and Equity! the Religion of pure and uncorrupted Na-
ture! at firft engraven upon the Heart of Man by the
Finger of God, but effaced by Sin; and what every
Revelation of God’s Will, fince the Fal] of our firft
Parents, has tended to reftore and eftablifh !

Could this Law of Love and Charity be univerfally
~ followed, we thould want no other Guide to regulate

our Condué in this World; as the Kingdom of God-
would then have its vifible and glorious Commence-
ment upon Earth, preparatory to the final Completion
of it in Heaven.---But alas! Satan, the Enemy of
Souls, who can transform bimfelf into an Angel of
Light, will ever have his falfe Apaﬂles-—-Decez}fy,:’
Workers-—-who labour inceflantly to counterad the
gracious Defigns of Heaven; and wreft the moft
evident Truths, to ferve the Purpofes of Error
Deftru&tion.---The Do@rines of Chrif’cianity, which
tend to make Men perfect, even as their Father whic)
15 m Heaven 15 perfell, were fo oppofite to the Max-
ims and Manners of a wicked World, dead i Tref-
Paffes and Stns, that the Apoftles and firf} Planters of

the Gofpe], are exhorted # put on the whole Aron

v

and

¢
o
Rl o B e e L



(G BuE
of God, that they might be able to fland againf! the
WWiles of the Devil---They are given to underftand,
that they were appointed to wreftle not “only againft
Flefb and Blood, but againft Principalities, againft
Pawers, againft the Rulers of the Darknefs of this
W orld, againft fpiritual Wickednefs in high Places.——-
A Darknefs indeed! - arifing from the bottomlefs Pit,
to extinguith every Ray both of rational and evangeli-
cal Light!--—-A fpiritual wickednefs ! of all others the
moft abominable; as it corrupts the beft Things, and
makes Religion itfelf fubfervient to the vileft Purpofes -
of Tyranny and Fraud. Thefe are ever ready to
give a San&ion to the Perfecution of Virtue and Inno-
cence; and to juftify the moft horrid Cruelties, fuch
as are fhocking” to human Nature, under the Confi-
dent, but plaufible Pretence, of a Zeal for God,
and for his Service.  But we know that the Church of
Chrift muft ever be militant here on. Earth; its Tri-
umphs being referved to that glorious Time, when
the laft Enemy fball ‘be defiroyed.—---Of this,” the great
Captain of our Salvation warns his Followers in the
Words of my Text, to the End, that they might be
prepared to endure with Patience the Sufferings, which
they were to undergo for his Sake, and for the Pro-
pagation of«his Gofpel.-—~-They fball put you out of
the Synagogues; yea the Time cometh, that whofoever
ileth you will think, that be doeth God Service----
And-thefé Things they will do, becaufe they have not
buown the Father nor me..  Which laft Declaration
we may fafely interpret to fignify, they are Strangers
to the Obligations both of natural and revealed Re-
itgicn.

From
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From thefe Words I thall endeavour to fhew

Firft, the manifeft Injuftice and Abfurdity of all
Attempts to force the Minds of Men by bodily Se-
verities, to a Compliance with the Doérines or Opi-
nions of others; as fuch Pradtices appear repugnant
to the Law and Religion of Nature, and an Ufurpati-
on upon the common Rights of Mankind.

Secondly, that all Violence and Perfecution, exer-
cifed on the Account, orunder the Pretence of Reli-
gion, is totally inconfiftent with, and deftru&ive of
the Spirit of Chriftianity, and ftands in dire& Oppo-
fition to the plaineft Precepts of the Gofpel.--~-And
fhall then conclude with an Application to the par-
ticular Circumftances which we now Commemorate.

My firft Propofition 1s, that all Attempts to force
the Minds of Men by bodily Severities to a Compli-
ance with the Dodrines or Opinions of others, are
unjuft and abfurd; as they appear repugnant to the
Religion of Nature, and an Ufurpation upon the
common Rights of Mankind.

Wherefoever Principles and Praices of this Kind
prevail, through a Perfuafion of their Lawfulnefs,
they muft proceed from an Ignorance of God, the
Father of all Beings, and of the Nature of Man,
whom he has diftinguifhed from all other Creatures
upon this Earth, by the Gift of Reafon. This Power
or Faculty beftowed upon the Lord of the inferiour
Creation, is always underflood to imply a Capacity of
thinkingand judging for himfelf. It may be called the
Eye of the Mind, of which, if we fhould either be
deprived by our own A&, or by Compulfion from
C others,
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others, we are, at the fame Timq, degrade.d from the
Dignity of human Nature ; left without Gulde or Con-
duétor, and in fo much a worfe Condition than #he
Brute Beafls, which bave no Uﬁdeif/?andthg, as 't/.’agy
have the Impreflions of an unerring Inftiné, to dire&
them for their own Prefervation, and to anfwer every
End, for which they were created: Human Reafon 1s
not only appointed to fet Bounds to our Appetites
and Paffions, but it is the fole Judge of Truth and
Falfehood, in all matters, which lie within the Sphere
of its Comprehenfion; and we are to obferve, that
every Individual is to be guided by bis own Reafon;
becaufe the Force and Conviétion of it are felt and
known by himfelf only. Indeed all Attempts to exer-
cife Dominion over the Minds and Coniciences of Men
by forcible Methods, muft neceflarily be as abfurd and
fruitlefs, asthey are cruel and unjuft; for the Aflent
of the Mind to any Propofition, does by no Means
depend upon the Will and Pleafure of him, to whom
it is propofed ; Many wifh that true, which they can-
not believe to be fo; and what a Man does really
believe in his Heart; he has it not in his Power to dif- .
believe, till fuperior Evidence or Demonftration fhall
convince him of his Error; and then the Convition
muftbe in his own Mind and Confcience; otherwife
it 1s no Conviéion at all.

It is not neceflary to enlarge farther upon this
Point, than, to clear this Do&rine from Mifapprehen-
fion, or Abufe in its Confequences; to which End, I
muft obferve, that this freedom of Mind, is not

necef-
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neceflarily, or in all Cafes, conne@ed with Sreedom of
Action.  With Regard to all fuch A&s as affe& that
Community whereof we are Members, we are un.
queftionably bound by fuch Laws, and fubje to fuch
Reftraints, as are calculated for the public Benefit,
and enforced by the Authority of lawful Magiftrates.--
‘Which will be very evident from that divine Syftem of
univerfal Peace, Love and Charity, which will fall
under our Confideration in my next Head, wherein I
am to fhew

Secondly, that all Violence and Perfecution exercife
ed upon the Account, or under the Pretence of Relj-
gion, is totally inconfiffent with, and deftrudive of
the Spirit of Chriftianity, and ftandsin direct Oppo-
fition to the plaineft Precepts of the Gofpel.

If my Kingdom were of this world, fays our bleffed
Lord, then would my Servants fight : And his Apoftle
has plainly told us from whence wars and Contenfrons
proceed. Yet alas! Whofoever views the prefent State
of this World will be fadly convinced, that the fame
fanguinary Maxims, or rather fuch asare more deftruc.
tive, are now prevalent amongft thofe, who call them-
felves the Servants of . Chriff, but have caft off his
Garb, and thrown away his Badge. The Saviour of
Mankind, in eftablithing his Kingdom, did not
feek to pluck the Mitre from the Head of a Jewith
High Prieft, nor to wreft the Scepter out of the
Hand of a Roman Emperor, though a Heathen -
As to the Rulers of Kingdoms, and all political
Syftems, he'left them juft as he found them; and
fhewed, in his own Example, a Submifion to the

i W T 5
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 eftablifhed Laws of his Country: He neither author-
ized nor permitted Force or Contention of any Kind,
fave only a fpiritual Warfare with the Powers of Dark-
nefs, and with the Lufts and evil AffeGtions of Men;
‘1 order ro refcue them from the Bondage of Sin and
Satan, and to reftore them to the glorious Liberty
of the Sons of God.---The Conteft-who fbould be the
greateft, which will ever be the Aim of carnal Minds,
was not {uffered to be Matter of Debate amongft his
Minifters. ‘The Pride and Pomp of Life, which Men
are {o eager in the Purfuit ‘of, were held by our
bleffed Tord in fuch low Eftimation, that the faving
of one Soul was by him declared to be of greater Va-
lue, than the Gain of the whole World.---This Son
of Righteoufnefs, arofe with Healing in bis wings, to
drive back Difcord and Rage to thofe infernal Regions
from whence they originally {prung. His Errand
upon Earth was to lay the Foundations of a King-
dom, of which it might be faid, that Mercy and Truth
are met together, Righteoufnefs and Peace bhave kiffed
cach other. A new Commandment, fays our Saviour, - f A
give unto _youy that you love one another.~—And new
‘ndeed it was, being carried to fuch Perfeétion as the
World never before knew; nor was the carnal Mind
of Man able to form any Idea of it---As to the
Meafure and Degree of it; we are required to love
one another, as He loved us, who laid down his Life
for our Salvation, when we were his declared Ene-
mies, and in open Rebellion againit him. But it 1s
clearly manifeft by the Law of Chrift, that no Diif-
tindtion is ever to be made, between Friend and

Enemy
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Enemy, as to the Exercife of Love and Charity; a
Departure from which, no Provocation, or ill Treat-
ment can ever warrant, or excufe. Our Lord’s {pe-
cial Command is this, Love your Enemies, blefs them,
that curfe you, and pray for them, tbat defpitefully ufe you
and perfecute you; and by fuch Difplay of a heaven-
ly Mind, are the true Difciples and Followers of
Chrift at all Times to be known; By this fhall all
Men know, that ye are my Difciples, if ye have Love
one to another-—Who is there then amongft us, that
may not have Caufe to tremble when he atks him-
felf this Queftion? Do I always retain this Title, and
am I conftantly diftinguithed by the only infallible
Mark of itP---The Repetitions and Enforcements of
this great Evangelical Duty, and the preffing Exhor-
tations of our Lord, and his Apoftles to the Practice
of it, are as much too numerous to be quoted here,
as they are univerfally known to all, who read the
Scriptures, and to our Shame, as rarely pracifed---
But the prefent Queftion under our particular Confi-
deration is this; whether a Zeal for the Service of
God, and the Advancement of true Religion, may in
any Degree juftify the infli¢ting of corporal Punifh-
ment and Severities upon fuch, as refufe to give their
Aflent to our Syftem of Faith; and whether it may
be lawful to ufe Violence and employ the Power of
the Sword, for the Converfion of Infidels and Hereticks.
-—-Whatfoever the Difciples of AMabomet may have
learn’d from their Alchoran; nothing was ever more
contraditory. to that New Tefament of which the
Apoftles of Chrift are the Minifters; our Saviour’s
‘ D Autho-
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Authority and Example having clearly determined this
Point: The Samaritans would meither receive his
Doérines, noradmit him under their Roofs ; yet, when
his Difciples afked him, whether they might not cal/l
for Fire from Fleaven to confume them, Jefus rebuked
them, and faid, ye Anow mnot what Spirit ye are of,
For the Son of Man 1s not come to deflroy Men's Lives,
‘but to fave them. And the Pretence of ufing Force
for the Propagation of Religion. is wholly taken
away by that decifive and perpetual Canon of the
Chriftian Church delivered by St. Paul to Timothy
The Servants of the Lord, (that is, the Minifters of
the Gofpel) muft not firive, but be gentle unto all Men,
apt to teach, patient, in Mecknefs infirullting thofe, that
oppofe themfelves, if God peradventure will give them
Repentance to the Acknowledgment of the Truth.

Surely then we may afk, whereis the AMeeckne/s of
thofe Inftru&ors, who employ Fire and Faggot, the
Knife and the Dagger to make Converts? Can Hu-
mility teach us to aflaffinate or depofe Princes? Can
Gentlenefs and Patience eftablifh Inquifitions, or make
ufe of Racks and Tortures for the Conviction of
thofe, that oppofe themfelves? Can Love and Charity
di&ate Perfecutions and Maflacres? or muit we wade
through Seas of Blood, to build a Temple to Mercy
and Peace P----God forbid 1----He does indeed forbid
it; and woe unto thofe, who barden their Hearts, and
will not hear his Voice. It was. this Spirit, which
animated the Jews to kill the Son of God himfelf’;
and drew from his Mouth the following Queftion,

with
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with that dreadful Solution of it-—~~"hy ds ye not -
derfland my Speech?  even becaufe ye cannot hear. my
Words: Ye are of your Fatber the Devil, and the Lufts
of your Father ye will do; he was a Murderer from
the Beginning, andabode not in the Truth.--But,~-that I
may not appear to be wanting myfelf of that univer-
fal Benevolence and Charity to Mankind, which I mean
to enforce; I {hall forbear, as much as the Occafion of
our prefent Aflembly will admit of, the particular In-
ftances of that diabolical Spirit, which, under the
Pretence of Zeal for the Service of God, labours for
the Deftrution of Mankind: Thefe would lay before
us fuch Scenes, asare notonly difgraceful to the Chri-
ftian Profeflion, but fhocking even to human Nature,
Alas! we need not go {o farasthe Valleys of Predmont,
or Bobemia, France or Spain for Proofs, into what infer-
nal Beings Ignorance and Superftition are capable of
transforming Men, who dare to aflume the Name of
Chriftians and Catholicks; this Nation, has the
dreadful Evidences and Memorials of it, recorded in
Chara&ers of Blood.

But perhaps the Deliverance of our neighbouring
Kingdom, which we now Commemorate, confidered
in all its Circumftances, ‘is the moft providential of
all others; as the Blow intended to be given was the
moft diabolical, that any Age, or Hiftory can pro-
duce.-——Efpecially, if we confider, and refle& upon
the Number, Rank and Dignity, of the intended
Vi&ims of this Day’s Confpiracy ; which tortures the
Mind of Man to conceive that unutterable Defolation
and Woe, which muft have overwhelmed a State, de-
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prived in an Inftant of its Sovereign, its Princes, its
Senators, Judges and Counfellors; the Guardiansand
Protectors of its Religion and Liberties, and what{oever
is facred, valuable, and dear to Mankind. * Never was
any Invention found out fo compendious for Murder,
fo outragioufly cruel, or fo well concerted between
the Fiercenefs of Man’s #Wrath, and the Malice and
Cunning of the Devil: And {o deep was it laid, and
{o profperoufly carried on, that it was {carce capable of
Difcovery or Prevention; and yet from the obfcureft

" Hint, and by the ftrangeft Sagacity and Penetration,

or rather by a heavenly Light darting into the Mind of
Man, from the Father of Lights, the whole Complot-
ment was deteCted in the very Crifis.-~And may we
not now venture to afk, with what View, or under
what Pretence this moft horrid Plan was concerted ?
It was (fay the deluded and bigotted Inftruments)
with a View to do God good Service, toroot out Herefy,
and eftablifh the Catholic Faith. Oh pious and pro-
per Methods for the Propagation of Faith! O true
and genuine Vicar of Chrift, the God of Mercy, and
the Lord of Peace! But thefe Things they will do, as
our Saviour tells us in my Text, becaufe they bave not
known bis Fathery nor bim. ' :
After this very fhort, but true Sketch of our firft
happy Deliverance on this Day, from the Hands of
thefe blood-thirfty Men; it may not be improper to
remind you of a Danger as great, and a Deliverance
as extraordinary, in later Times, from the fame Quar-
ter; when the wicked Spirit of Popery no longer
lurked and laid Plots in the Dark, but appeared in
| T'riumph.
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Triumph, armed with all the Splendor and Power of
Royalty; by an unhappy Prince, perverted in hjs
Youth and Education in that Belief, attempting to
introduce once more amongft us that Yoke of Super-
ftition, which had fo long galled the Necks of our
Fathers; and, without all Doubt, armed as he was
with "the whole Power, he might have fucceeded
too well, if it had not pleafed God to preferve us,
by as extraordinary Means, as he had done before ;
by {fending to our Affiftance a Prince, whofe Courage,
Wifdom, and Virtue, faved our Liberties and Religion,
which were then on the very Brink of Ruin. Who
alfo, to carry on the fame great Defign more effeGual-
ly, provided, as far as human Prudence could, for their
Security even after his Death, by fettling the Succeffion
to the Crown on the illuftrious Houfe, which now
happily reigns over us; Heirs of his Virtue as well as
Sceptre; in whom Providence feems to promife a
Continuance of the Bleflings, they have preferved to
us, by granting them a numerous Iflue, the Orpament
~of the Throne, and the Hope of thefe Nations.
Have not we then of thefe Realms, a juft Caufe
to rejoice on this candid and joyful Day ; for the
double Deliverance obtained in it, the one from
the Confpiracy of Popery, and the other from iy
Tyranny; and to celebrate the Memory of that Hero,
whom God made to be the glorious Inftrument of fo
many Bleflings to wus, and, I truft, to our Pofterity,

Yet, let us not be too fanguine of that Happinefs,
nor truft thefe Men too far ; fince we may be aflured,
that the fame Antichriftian Spirit, will ever produce

E the
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the fame Effe@s nor can ‘we flatter ourfelves, that in
thefe our Days it is either extin&, or much abated;
The empoifoned Bowl, the Piftol, Sword and Dagger
in Europe, and the Scalping Knife in America, have
been often employed to anfwer the fame abominable
Ends. So long as the World endures, Pride and Igno-
rance, Bigottry and Cruelty, Enthufiaim and Frenzy will
be Concomitants, and &y their Frusts, fball ye know them.

Where thefe-prevail, fad Experience fhews us, that
no Syftem of Peace or Order, no Government or Efta-
blithment, Ecclefiaftical or Civil can be fecure. Not
even the joining in'the fame Creed or Communion
will be of any Avail; nor can the anointed Head, or
the revered Titles of moff Chriftian, and moft Faithful
afford a Prote@ion to the greateft Princes, whenfo-
ever Revenge, Avarice'and Fraud, difguifed under the
Mafk of Religion, think they can find their Account
in Affaffinations and Murders. He alone, who ruleth
the raging of the Sea, can fay to every Minifter of
Darknefs, Aitherto fbalt thou go, but no fartber.

For, do we not fee, that the very Powers themfelves,
who, thro’ a miftaken worldly Policy, were once the
Abettors and Encouragers of this blind and furious
Zeal, now find it neceflary for their own Security,
to reprefs the Violence, and curb the Rage of 1it;
by providing, that the Wicked may be driven away in

 their IWickednefs, and banithed their Kingdoms? And

tho’ T neither mean, or with, by thefe Hints, to feethe
fame Aulterities ufed in thefe Realms of Liberty; yet
furely it may behove us (efpecially of this Kingdom)
to be vigilant in obferving their lurking Places ; and as

far
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far as it is poffible, to prevent their herding, and
pradifing the like among(t us. | .
- But'to conclude, and trefpafs no farthere-- .

Let us of this Church give fignal Proofs, that we
have not fo learned Chriff, and let us labour, that our
Converfation may ever be as becometh bis Gofpel ; al-
ways mindful of his capital Precept; that Love and
Charity, and univerfal Benevolence may fill our Hearts,
and appear in every Act, whereby we may do Good to
the Souls and Bodies of our Brethren. - And when,
as the Minifters of Chrift’s Gofpel,  we are obliged
to contend for the pure Faith, which was once delivered to
the Saints, let it ever be with Meeknefs, baving Compalfion
one of amotber; not rendering Ewil for Evil, or Railing
for Railing, but contrariwife Bleffing.  Efpecially, let
us thew the utmoft Abhorrence of thofe Tenets, which
tend to promote a vindiétive and perfecuting Spirit, or
juftify bodily Severities, undera Pretence of promoting
the Honour of God, andferving the Caufe of Reli-
gion; which our Lord exprefsly tells us, are the Prac-
tice of thofe only, who Auow neither the Father, nor

- bim. %2 ;

To fum up the Whole,--As we know, that Righte-
oufnefs exalteth a Natiow, but Sin is a Reproach to any
People; Letour firft Attention be to promote the Glory
of God, by exerting ourfelves, each in our re{peQive
Station, for the Punifbment of Wickednefs and V. ice,
and the Maintainance of true Religion and Virtue ; et
us ever be mindful, ‘that not only our Well-being, but
our very Being does greatly depend upon our Con-
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cord and Unity: Therefore, asall the effential Duties of
our holy Proféffion, are fo plainly fet forth in thie Word
of God, that he who runs may read, letus befeech Ged
to wive us his Grace, that we may (as St. Paul exhorts
us) follow Rz;gfrteoufhgﬁ, Faith, Charity .and Peace
with them that call upon the Lord with a pure Heart :—
Thus giving Proofs of the fincereft Love to God, and
Man -——Of Loyalty to the beft of = Soyereign’s—-Of
Obedience to the Laws of our Country ---—Of
Reverence and Submiffion to thofe, who are inveft-

~ ed with the Authority of the due Execution of them.---

We may then hope for the Favour and Proteétion
of the Almighty, in continuing to wus that happy
Conftitution in Church and State, and thofe many
invaluable Bleflings, for the Prefervation of which,
his Providence has fo often, and fo fignally interpofed ;
And that we may fo pafs thro’ Things temporaly that we
lofe not the Things eternal.

This may his infinite Mercy grant, through the

Merits, and for the Sake of our blefled Lord and Sa-

viour Jefus Chrift! To whom, with  the Father,
and the H_oly Ghoft, be all Honouy, &




