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A

S E R M O N .

John 1 6. C h . 2. 3. Verfes.

2 . They jh a ll p u t you out o f  the Synagogues, y e a  the 
Time cometh, that whofoever killethyou w ill think, 
that he doeth G od Service.

3. A n d  thefe Things w ill they do unto you , lecaufe 
they have not known the Father, nor me.

W H E N  the tender M ercy o f  G o d , out o f  
Com panion to the miferable Eftate of loft 

M ankind, had formed that wonderful Plan o f  their 
Redemption, which muft ever be the Aftoniilim ent o f  
all created Beings, the joyfu l N otice  o f  its A cco m - 
plifhment was proclaimed from Heaven by an H oft o f  
Angels, who intermixed w ith their Hym ns o f  Glory to 
God,, a Declaration o f  Peace on E a rth , and good W ill  
towards M en.— T h is  is,, indeed, the Peace o f God, which
pajjeth a ll human Underfianding !----- T h e  good W ill  o f
the Creator towards his Creatures, was m oil amazingly 
exemplified by the Defcent o f  the only begotten o f

B ' the



the Hiirhefh from the Throne o f  his Father, to take 
upon him felf the Weaknefs o f  human Nature, and be­
come a voluntary Sacrifice for the Sins o f  the W orld; 
But the great W o rk  o f  M an’s Salvation was not to be 
effeaed without dejlroying the JVorks o f  the D e v il ; 
and we have more than T radition  to aiTure us, that
for this Purpofe was the Son o f God manifejled.-----
So long as Pride and Covetoufnefs, E n v y  and Revenge, 
with the other diabolical Paffions maintain an Empire 
in the Hearts o f  M en, they will be prompted to injure 
and opprefs, deftroy and prey upon each other: N or 
can there be R oom  to hope, that Cruelty, Fraud, 
and Difcord, will ever ceafe upon Earth, till M en 
have renounced the IVifdom, which is earthly, fenfual, 
and devilijh  ; to embrace that, which defcendeth from  
above, and which is able to transform them into new 
Creatures.

T o  effe£l this glorious Defign, the Prince o f Peace 
made a new Covenant with M ankind, and gave them a 
new L a w ;  a L a w  o f  univerfal L o v e  and C h arity: 
H e makes the L ove o f  M en to each other, the foie 
P roof o f  their L o v e  to G od  ; reducing all the Duties 
o f  both Tables to this fingle Point, which he makes 
the indiipenfable Qualification for every Bleffing and 
Benefit, which we are to expeét from Him. T h a t  
we may not forget or miftake the O bligation, or 
E xtent o f  this Law , He has placed a confiant M o ­
nitor, or infallible Interpreter o f  it in every M an s 
Breaft. T h a t  we may not complain o f  the C ondi­
tions, which it prefcribes, our own Defires and Wiih.es
are made the Rule and Meafure o f  our Obedience.

One
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One brief and general Direftion, given by our Divine 
Legiflator, difplays a Perfedion, which human Laws 
could never attain to, that o f  providing for every 
Cafe, and extending to all Circumftances, howfoever 
minute and com plicated : A l l  Things, whatfoever ye 
would, that M en fhould do unto you, do y e  evenfo unto
them ; fo r  this is the Law  and the Prophets.__Behold
the Sum and Subftance o f  all Righteoufnefs, Juftice 
and E q u ity  ! the Religion o f  pure and uncorrupted N a ­
ture ! at firil engraven upon the Heart o f  M an by the 
Finger o f  G od , but effaced by Sin ; and what everv 
Revelation o f  G o d ’s W ill,  fince the Fall o f  our firft 
Parents, has tended to reftore and eftabliih !

C ou ld  this L a w  o f  L o v e  and C h arity  be univerfallv 
followed, we ihould  w ant no other G u id e  to regulate 
our C o n d u a  in this W orld  ; as the K in gdom  o f  G o d  
would then have its vifible and glorious Commence 
ment upon Earth, preparatory to the final Completion 
ot it  in  H eaven.— But alas! Satan, the Enem y 0f  
faouls, w ho can transform h im felf i„ t0 an A n g el o f  
L g h t  w ill ever have his fa lfe  A p p le s — D e ce itfu l 
W orkers---who labour m ceffintly to counteract 'the 
gracious D efigns o f  H eaven; and wreft the moft

n i l .  5  CO rerve the Purpofes o f  Error and 
D e f t r u a i o n - - T h e  Doftrines o f  Chriftianity, which
tend to make M en  perfeS, even as their Father which
is in Heaven isperfeS, were fo oppofite to the M -v
ims and Manners o f  a wicked W orld, dead in TreC-
paffes and Sms, that the Apoftles and firft Planters o f
t..e O oipel, are exhorted to p u t on the whole ârm'-,r
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o f God, that they might be able _ to Jland againfl the 
'jViles o f the D e v il— 'T h e y  are given to underftand, 
that they were appointed to w refile not only againjl 
Flefh and Blood, but againfl Principalities, againjl 
Powers, againjl the R ulers o f the Darknefs o f this 
jVorld, againjl fp iritual IVickednefs in high Places.—  
A  Darknefs indeed ! arifing from the bottomlefs Pit, 
to extinguiili every R a y  both o f  rational and evangeli­
cal L ig h t!— A  fp iritu a l wickednefs ! o f  all others the 
m oll abominable ; as it corrupts the beft T h in g s , and 
makes R elig ion  itfelf fubfervient to the vileft Purpofes 
o f  T y ra n n y  and Fraud. T h efe  are ever ready to 
give a Sanction to the Perfecution o f  V irtue and Inno­
cence and to juftify the moft horrid Cruelties, fuch 
as are ihocking to human Nature, under the Confi­
dent, but plaufible Pretence, o f  a Zeal for G od, 
and for his Service. But we know  that the Church o f  
Chrift m uil ever be militant here on E a r th ;  its T r i ­
umphs being referved to that glorious T im e , when 
th ela fl Enemy Jhall be deflroyed.— - O Î  this, the great 
Captain o f  our Salvation warns his Followers in the 
Words o f  my T e x t ,  to the End, that they might be 
p r e p a r e d  to endure with Patience the Sufferings, which 
they were to undergo for his Sake, and tor the Pro­
pagation of his Gofpel.— — They Jhall put you out o f 
the Synagogues ; yea the Time comtth, that who fe v e r
kiileth you w ill think, that he doeth God Service.-----
A nd thefe Things they w ill do, becaufe they have not 
known the Father nor me. W hich  laft Declaration 
we may fafely interpret to fignify, they are Strangers 
to the Obligations both o f  natural and revealed R e­
ligion.
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From thefe Words I fhali endeavour to fhew
Firft, the manifeft Injuftice and A bfurdity  o f  all 

Attempts to force the M inds o f  M en by bodily Se­
verities, to a Compliance with the Doótrines or O p i­
nions o f  others ; as fuch Practices appear repugnant 
to the L aw  and R elig ion  o f  Nature, and an Ufurpati- 
on upon the common R ights o f  M ankind.

Secondly, that all V iolence and Perfecution, exer- 
cifed on the Account, or under the Pretence o f  R e li­
gion, is totally inconfiftent with, and deftrucStive o f  
the Spirit o f  Chriftianity, and ftands in direil O p p o -
fition to the plaineft Precepts o f  the G ofpel.----- A n d
ihall then conclude with an A pplication  to the par­
ticular Circumftances which we now Commemorate.

M y  firft P roportion is, that all Attem pts to force 
the Minds o f  M en  b y  bodily Severities to a C om p li­
ance with the Doctrines or Opinions o f  others, are 
unjuft and abfürd ; as they appear repugnant to the 
Religion o f  N ature, and an Ufurpation upon the 
common R ights o f  M ankind.

Wherefoever Principles and Practices o f  this K in d  
prevail, through a Perfuafion o f  their Lawfulnefs, 
they muft proceed from an Ignorance o f  G o d , the 
Father o f  all Beings, and o f  the Nature o f  M an, 
whom  he has diftinguifhed from all other Creatures 
upon this Earth, by the G ift  o f  Reafon. T h is  Power 
or Faculty beftowed upon the Lord  o f  the inferiour 
Creation, is always underftood to im ply a C apacity  o f  
thinking and judging for himfelf. It may be called the 
E ye o f  the M ind, o f  which, i f  we iliould either be 
deprived by our own A£l? or by Com puliion from

C  others,
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others, we are, at the fame 1 ime, degraded from the 
Dignity o f  human Nature ; left without Guide or C o n ­
ductor, and in fo much a worfe Condition than the 
Brute Beafts, which have no Under/landing, as they 
have the ImpreiTions o f  an unerring Inftinft, to d ire#  
them for their own Prefervation, and to anfwer every 
End, for which they were created : Human Reafon is
not only appointed to fet Bounds to our Appetites 
and Paffions, but it is the foie Judge o f  T ru th  and 
Falfehood, in all matters, which lie within the Sphere 
o f  its Comprehenfion ; and we are to obferve, that 
every Individual is to be guided by his own Reafon ; 
becaufe the Force and Conviition o f  it are felt and 
known by himfelf only. Indeed all Attempts to exer- 
cife Dominion over the Minds and Confciences o f  M en 
by forcible Methods, muft neceiTarily be as abfurd and 
fruitlefs, as they are cruel and unjuft ; for the AiTent 
o f  the Mind to any Propofition, does' by no Means 
depend upon the W ill and Pleafure o f  him, to whom  
it is propofed ; M any wifh that true, which they can­
not believe to be fo ; and what a M an does really 
believe in his Heart, he has it not in his Power to dis­
believe, till fuperior Evidence or Demonftration ihall 
convince him o f  his Error ; and then the Conviction 
muft be in his own M ind and Confcience ; otherwife 
it is no Conviition at all.

It is not neceflary to enlarge farther upon this 
Point, than, to clear this Doctrine from Miiapprehen- 
iion, or Abufe in its Confequences ; to which End, I 
muft obferve, that this freedom o f A iind , is not

necef-
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( )
neceiTarily, or in all Cafes, connected with freedom o f 
A  Si ion. W ith Regard to all fuch A fts as affeft that 
Community whereof we are Members, we are un- 
queftionably bound by fuch Laws, and fu bjed  to fuch 
Reftraints, as are calculated for the public Benefit 
and enforced by the A uthority  o f  lawful Magiftrates.-- 
W hich  will be Very evident from that divine Syftem o f  
univerfal Peace, L ove  and Charity, which will fall 
under our Confideration in my next Head, wherein I 
am to fhew

Secondly, that all V iolence and Perfecution exercif- 
ed upon the Account, or under the Pretence o f  R e li­
gion, is totally inconfiftent with, and deftru&ive o f  
the Spirit o f  Chriftianity, and ftands in direét O p p o - 
fition to the plaineft Precepts o f  the Gofpel.

I f  my Kingdom were o f  this world\ fays our bleiTed 
Lord, then would my Servants fig h t : A n d  his A poftle  
has plainly told us from whence wars and Contenions 
pioceed. Y e t  alas! Whofoever views the prefent State 
o f  this W orld  will be fadly convinced, that the fame 
fanguinary Maxims, or rather fuch as are more deftruc- 
tive, are now prevalent amongft thole, who call them- 
felves the Servants o f  Chrift, but have caft o ff  his 
Garb, _ and thrown away his Badge. T h e  Saviour o f  
M ankind, in eftabliihing his K ingdom , did not 
ieek to pluck the M itre from the Head o f  a JewiiTi 
H igh Pneft, nor to wreft the Scepter out o f  the 
Hand o f  a Roman Emperor, though a Heathen • 
As to the Rulers o f  Kingdom s, and all political 

yitems, he left them juft. as he found them ; and. 
m ewed, in his own Exam ple, a Submiffion to the

eilahlifhed



eftablifhed Laws o f  his C o u n try: H e neither author­
ized nor permitted Force or Contention o f  any Kind, 
fave only a fpiritual Warfare with the Powers o f  D ark- 
nefs, and with the L u lls  and evil A ffedions o f  M e n ;  
in order ro refcne them from the Bondage o f  Sin and 
Satan, and to reftore them to the glorious Liberty 
o f  the Sons o f  G od.— T h e  Conteft who fhould be the 
create!!, which will ever be the A im  o f  carnal Minds, 
was not fuffered to be Matter o f  Debate amongft his 
Minifters. T h e  Pride and Pomp o f  L ife, which M en 
are fo eager in the Purfuit of, were held by  our 
bleiled Lord  in fuch low Eftimation, that the faving 
o f  one Soul was by  him declared to be o f  greater V a ­
lue, than the Gain o f  the whole W o r ld .---T h is  Sun 
o f  Righteoufnefs, arofe with Healing in his wings, to 
drive back Difcord and Rage to thofe infernal Regions 
from whence they originally fprung- His Errand 
upon Earth was to lay the Foundations o f  a K in g ­
dom, o f  which it might be faid, that M ercy and Truth  
are met together, Righteoufnefs clnd Peace have’ kijjed  
each other• A  new Commandment, fays our Saviour, I  
fiv e  unto you, that you love one anothei. A nd new 
indeed it was, being carried to fuch Perfeftion as the 
W orld never before k n e w ; nor was the carnal M ind 
o f  M an able to form any Idea o f  it.— As to the 
Meafure and Degree o f  it ; we are required to love 
one another, as H e loved us, who laid down his L ife  
for our Salvation, when we were his declared E n e­
mies, and in open Rebellion againft him. But it is 
clearly manifeft by the L a w  o f  Chrift, that no D if-  
tinótion is ever to be made, between Friend and
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Enemy, as to the Exercife o f  L ove  and Charity ; a 
Departure from which, no Provocation, or ill T re a t­
ment can ever warrant, or excufe. O ur L ord ’s fpe- 
cial Command is this, Love your Enemies, hlefs them, 
that curfe you, and pray fo r  them, that defpitefully ufe you 
andperfecuteyou  ; and by fuch Difplay o f  a heaven­
ly M ind, are the true Difciples and Followers o f  
Chrift at all T im es to be know n ; By this Jhall a ll 
M en know, that y e  are my D ifcip les, i f  ye have Love 
one to another.— W h o is there then amongft us, that 
may not have Caufe to tremble when he aiks him - 
fe lf  this Queftion? D o  I always retain this T it le ,  and 
am I conftantly diftinguifhed by the only infallible 
M ark  o f  it? — T h e  Repetitions and Enforcements o f  
this great Evangelical D u ty , and the preffing E xh o r­
tations o f  our Lord, and his Apoftles to the Pra&ice 
o f  it, are as much too numerous to be quoted here, 
as they are univerfally know n to all, who read the 
Scriptures, and to our Shame, as rarely praéliíed—  
But the prefent Queftion under our particular C o n ii-  
deration is this; whether a Zeal for the Service o f  
G o d , and the Advancement o f  true Religion, may in 
any D egree juftify the infliding o f  corporal Puniih- 
ment and Severities upon fuch, as refufe to give their 
AiTent to our Syftem o f  Faith ; and whether it may 
be lawful to ufe V iolence and em ploy the Power o f  
the Sword, for the Converilon o f  Infidels and Hereticks.

W hatfoever the Diiciples o f  hdahomet may have 
learn d from their Alchoran  ; nothing was ever more 
contradictory to that New ‘Teflament o f  which the 
Apoftles or Chrift are the M inifters; our Saviour’s

D  A u th o-
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Authority  and Example having clearly determined this 
Point: T h e  Samaritans w ould neither receive his
Doctrines, nor admit him under their Roofs ; yet, when 
his Difciples aiked him, whether they m ight not ca ll 
for Fire from Heaven to confume them, Jefus rebuked 
them, and faid, y e  know not what Spirit y e  are of, 

fo r  the Son o f M a n  is not come to deflroy M en s L ives, 
but to fa v e  them. A nd  the Pretence o f  ufmg Force 
for the Propagation o f  R elig ion  is w holly taken 
away by that decifive and perpetual Canon o f  the 
Chriftian Church delivered by St. P a u l to Timothy, 
The Servants o f the Lord,\ (that is, the Miniilers o f  
the Gofpel) mujl not Jlrive, but be gentle unto a ll M en , 
apt to teach, patient, in Meeknefs in p u ttin g  thofe, that 
oppofe them/elves, i f  G od p er adventure w ill give them 
Repentance to the Acknowledgment o f the Truth.

Surely then we may aik, where is the Meeknefs o f  
thofe Inftru£tors, who employ Fire and Faggot, the 
Knife and the Dagger to make Converts ? Can H u ­
mility teach us to affailinate or depofe Princes? Can 
Gentlenefs and Patience eftabliih Inquifitions, or make 
ufe o f  Racks and Tortures for the Convi&ion o f  
thofe, that oppofe themjelves ?  Can L o ve  and Charity 
dictate Perfecutions and MaiTacres? or muft we wade 
through Seas o f  Blood, to build a T em p le  to Mercy
and Peace ?-— G od forbid !-----He does indeed forb id
it ;  and woe unto thofe, who harden their H earts, and  
w ill not hear his Voice. It was this Spirit, which 
animated the Jews to kill the Son o f  G od himielf; 
and drew from his M outh the following Queftion,
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C r s  )
with that dreadful Solution o f  it— -W hy do y e  not un­
der ft and my Speech ?  even becaufe y e  cannot hear my 

I-Vords : Te are o f  your Father the D ev il, and the Lujls 
o f your Father y e  w ill do ; he was a M urderer from  
the Beginning, and abode notin the T ru th .— B u t,— that I 
may not appear to be wanting m yfelf o f  that univer- 
fal Benevolence and Charity to M ankind, which I mean 
to enforce ; I fhall forbear, as much as the Occafion o f  
our prefent Affem bly will admit of, the particular In- 
ftances o f  that diabolical Spirit, which, under the 
Pretence o f  Z eal for the Service o f  G o d , labours for 
the D eftru&ion o f  M ankind : T h e fe  would lay before 
us fuch Scenes, as are not only difgraceful to the C hri- 
ftian Profeilion, but fhocking even to human Nature. 
A las! we need not go fo far as the V alleys  o f  Piedmont, 
ox Bohemia, France or Spain for Proofs, into what infer­
nal Beings Ignorance and Superftition are capable o f  
transforming M en, who dare to affume the N am e o f  
Chriftians and C ath o lick s;  this N ation, has the 
dreadful Evidences and Memorials o f  it, recorded in 
Characters o f  Blood.

But perhaps the Deliverance o f  our neighbouring 
K ingdom , which we now Commemorate, coniidered 
in all its Circumftances, is the moft providential o f  
all others ; as the Blow  intended to be given was the 
moft diabolical, that any A g e , or H iftory can pro­
duce.-----Efpecially, i f  we confider, and Vefledt upon
the Num ber, R a n k  and D ign ity , o f  the intended 
Vi£tims o f  this D a y ’s Confpiracy ; which tortures the 
M ind o f  M a n  to conceive that unutterable Defolation 
and W oe, which muft have overwhelmed a State, de-



prived in an Inilant o f  its Sovereign, its Princes, its 
Senators, judges and Couniellors; the Guardians and 
Proteótors o f  its Religion and Liberties, and whatfoever 
is facred, valuable, and dear to M ankind. N ever was 
any Invention found out fo compendious for Murder, 
fo outragiouily cruel, or fo w ell concerted between 
the Fiercenefsof M a n s W ra th , and the M alice and 
Cunning o f  the D e v il : A nd fo deep was it laid, and 
fo profperouily carried on, that it was fcarce capable o f  
Difcovery or Prevention; and yet from the obfcureit 
Hint, and by the ilrangeil Sagacity and Penetration, 
or rather by a heavenly L ig h t  darting into the M ind o f  
M an, from the Father o f  Lights, the whole C o m p lo t-  
ment was deteóted in the very Crifis.--And may we 
not now venture to aik, with what V ie w , or under 
what Pretence this m oil horrid Plan was concerted? 
It was (fay the deluded and bigotted Inilruments) 
with a V ie w  to do God good Service, to root out Herefy, 
and eilabliih the Catholic Faith. O h  pious and pro­
per Methods for the Propagation o f  Faith ! O  true 
and genuine Vicar o f  Chriil, the G od o f M ercy, and 
the Lord o f Peace !  But thefe Things they w ill do, as 
our Saviour tells us in my T e x t ,  becaufe they have not 
known his Father, nor him.

After this very fhort, but true Sketch o f  our firil 
happy Deliverance on this Day, from the Hands o f  
thefe blood-thirfty M en ; it may not be improper to 
remind you o f  a Danger as great, and a Deliverance 
as extraordinary, in later T im es, from the fame Quar­
ter; when the wicked Spirit o f  Popery no longer 
lurked and laid Plots in the D ark, but appeared in

T  riumph
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T riu m p h , armed w ith  all the Splendor and Power o f  
R o y a lty ;  b y  an unhappy Prince, perverted in his 
Y o u th  and E ducation  in that Belief, attem pting to 
introduce once more am ongft us that Y o k e  o f  Super- 
ftition, w hich  had fo long galled  the N e c k s  o f  our 
Fathers; and, w ith ou t all D o u b t,  armed as he was 
w ith  “the w hole Pow er, he m igh t have fucceeded 
too well, i f  it had not pleaied G o d  to preierve us 
b y  as extraordinary M eans, as he had done before; 
b y  fending to our Affiftance a Prince, whofe C o u ra g e ’ 
W ifdom , and V irtu e, faved our Liberties and Religion* 
w hich were then on the very B rink o f  R uin. W h o  
alfo, to carry on the fame great D e fig n  more effe£tual- 
ly , provided, as far as hum an Prudence could, for their 
Security even after his D e a th , b y  fettling the Succeffion 
to the C ro w n  on the illuftrious H ou fe, w hich  now  
h appily  reigns over us; Heirs o f  his V irtu e  as w ell as 
Sceptre; in w h om  Providence feems to prom ife a 
C ontinuance o f  the Bleilings, they have preferved to 
us, b y  granting them  a numerous IiTue, the O rnam ent 
o f  the T h r o n e , and the H op e o f  thefe N ations. 
H a v e  not we then o f  thefe Realm s, a ju ft  C aufe 
to  rejoice on this candid and jo y fu l  D a y ;  for the 
double D eliverance obtained in it, the one from  
the C onfpiracy o f  Popery, and the other from  its 
T y r a n n y  ; and to celebrate the M e m o ry  o f  that H ero 
whom  G o d  made to be the glorious Infinim ent o f  fo 
many Bleffings to us, and, I trail, to  our Pofterity.

Y et, let us not be too fanguine o f  that Happinefs. 
nor tra il thefe M en  too far ; fm ce we may be aiTured 
that the fame A ntichriftian  Spirit, w ill  ever produce

E  the
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the fame Effe&s ; nor can we flatter ourfelves, that in 
thefe our Days it is either extinót, or much abated; 
T h e  empoifoned Bowl, the Piftol, Sword and D agger 
in Europe, and the Scalping Knife in Am erica, _ have 
been often employed to anfwer the fame abominable 
Ends. So long as the W orld endures, Pride and Igno­
rance, Bigottryand Cruelty, Enthufiafm and Frenzy will 
be Concomitants, and by their Fruits, Jhallye know them.

W here thefeprevail, fad Experience fhews us, that 
no Syftem o f  Peace or Order, no Government or Efta^ 
bliihment, Ecclefiaftical or C ivil can be fecure. N o t 
even the jo in in g  in the fame Creed or Communion 
will be o f  any A v a il;  nor can the anointed Head, or 
the revered T ltles  o f  tnoji Chrijitan, and mojî F a ith fu l 
afford a Protection to the greateft Princes, whenfo- 
ever Revenge, Avarice and Fraud, difguifed under the 
M aik  o f  Religion, think they can find their Account 
in AfTaifihations and Murders. H e alone, who ruleth 
the raging o f  the Sea, can fay to every M iniiler o f  
Darknefs, hitherto /halt thou go, but no fa rth er.

For, do we not fee, that the very Powers themfelves, 
who, thro’ a  m i f t a k e n  worldly Policy, were once the 
Abettors and Encouragers o f  this blind and furious 
Zeal, now find it neceiTary for their own Security, 
to reprefs the Violence, and curb the Rage o f  it; 
by providing, that the W icked may be driven away in 
their TWickednefs, and baniihed their Kingdoms ? A n d  
tho’ I neither mean, or wifh, by thefe Hints, to fee the 
fame Aufterities uied in thefe Realms o f  L iberty; yet 
furely it may behove us (efpecially o f  this Kingdom ) 
to be vigilant in obferving their lurking Pîacçs ; and as
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far as it is poffible, to prevent their herding, and 
pradiííng the like amongft us.

But to conclude, and trefpafs no farther-,—
Let us o f  this Church give iignal Proofs, that we 

have not fo  learned Chrifl, and let us labour, that our 
Converfation may ever be as beco?neth bis Gofpel ; al« 
ways mindful o f  his capital Precept; that L o ve  and 
Charity, and univerfal Benevolence may fill our Hearts, 
and appear in every Act, whereby we may do G ood  to 
the Souls and Bodies o f  our Brethren. A nd  when, 
as the Minifters o f  Chrift’s Gofpel, we are obliged 
to contend fo r the pure Faith , which was once delivered to 
the Saints, let it ever be w ith M eeknefs, having Compajjion 
one o f another ; not rendering E v il for E v i l o r  Railing  

fo r  Railing, but contrariwife Bleffing. Efpecially, let 
us ihew the utmoffc Abhorrence o f  thofe T enets, which 
tend to promote a vindi£live and perfecuting Spirit, or 
juftify bodily Severities, under a Pretence o f  promoting 
the H onour o f  G od, and ferving the Cauie o f  R e li­
g ion; which our L ord  exprefsly tells us, are the Prac­
tice o f  thofe only, who know neither the Father, nor 
him.

T o  fum up the W hole,— As we know, that R ighte- 
oufnefs exalteth a Nation, lu t Sin is a Reproach to any 
People ; L e t  our firft Attention be to promote the G lory 
o f  G od, by exerting ourfelves, each in our refpedtive 
Station, fo r  the Punifhment o f IV iekednefs and Vice, 
and the M aintenance o f true Religion and Virtue ; L e t  
us ever be mindful, that not only our W ell-being, but 
our very Being does greatly depend upon our C o n ­

cord
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cord and U nity: Therefore, as all the eiFential Duties of 
our holy Profeffion, are fo plainly fet forth in the W ord 
o f  G od, that he who runs may read,, letus befçech G od  
to give us his Grace, that we may (as St. Paul exhorts 
us) follow Righteoufnefs, Faith , Charity and Peace 
with them that ca ll upon the Lord with a pure H eart 
T h u s giving Proofs o f  the fincereft L o ve  to G od, and 
M an — O f  L o yalty  to the beft o f  Sovereign’s— O f  
Obedience to the Law s o f  our Country — ,—  O f  
Reverence and Submiffion to thofe, who are inveil­
ed with the Authority o f  the due Execution o f  them.—  
W e may then hope for the Favour and Prote&ion 
o f  the Alm ighty, in continuing to us that happy 
Conftitution in Church and State, and thofe many 
invaluable Bleffings, for the Prefervation o f  which, 
his Providence has fo often, and fo fignally interpoied 
A nd that we may fo p a fs thro Things temporal., that we 
lo je not the Things eternal.

T h is  may his infinite M ercy grant, through the 
Merits, and for the Sake o f  our bleiTed Lord and Sa­
viour Jefus Chrift ! T o  whom, with the Father, 
and the H o ly  G hoft, be all Honour, &?c.

( 2 0  )


