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Die Jovis 59 Die Martij, 1778.

T is OrRDERED by the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal in Parliament affembled, that the
Thanks of this Houfe [ball be, and are beteby
given, to the Lord Bifbop of Gork, for his
Excellent Sermon preacbed before this" Houfe
the Twenty Seventh of February laft, at Chrift-
Church, being a Day appointed by Authority
for a General Faff, and that bis Lordfbip be
defired to Print and Publifb the fame, and that
so Perfon do prefume to Print the faid Sermon,
but fuch as bis Lordfbip [ball appoint.

Will. W gv
Edlw. G:;::Sf anyr er} Cler’ Parliamentor’ -



SER MO N

CHRIST-CHURCH, DUBLIN.

EccLEsrastEes, vii. 10.

SAY NoT THoU, WHAT Is THE CAUSE THAT THE
FORMER DAYS WERE BETTER THAN THESE ?

FOR THOU DOST NOT INQOUIRE WISELY CON-
CERNING THIS.

N thefe Words of the wife Man feem to be con-

tained two Prohibitions; one implied, again{t
complaining of the Misfortunes of the Times, the
other exprefs, againft inaquiring: into the Caufe of
them, and the Reafon of thefe Prohibitions is like-
wife affigned ; viz. that fuch Compiaints ant 1n~
quiry are not founded in Wifdom. This feems to
be the natural Import of the Words. But it is to be

oDn=



Prov. 1. 6.

{4l
obferved, that the concife and genm;,’t ﬁné'?n"
which moral Precepts are ufually expreffed do not
upon all Occafions admit a rigorous Conftruction,
but muft often be underftood in amore liberal Senfe,
according to the Nature of the Cafe to which they
are applied. ‘This is plainly intimated in the Intro-
du&ion to the Book of Proverbs 3 where it is made
2 Point of Wifdom and Judgment 7o anderfland a
Proverh and the Interpretation's, the Words of the wife

“and their dark Sayingss dark and unintelligible to

fuch as do not fet them in their true and proper
Light ; to fuch as do mot duly weigh their real
Defign, and confider the particular Obje& to which
they are pointed, and the Circumnftances of thofe for
whofe Ufe they are delivered.

The Prohibitions and Cenfure in the Text are
doubtlefs of this Kind, and to be underftood not ina
ftri& and abfolute, but in a-limited and qualified
Senfe. We cannot be expeed to be infenfible to
Misfortunes, nor can we be forbidden to compare
our prefent Condition with what is paft. Such a
Comparifon, inftead of deferving Reproof, may be
made to anfwer very ufeful Purpofes; as tending to
make us thankful for the Bleflings we have enjoyed,

and patient under a Reverfe of Fortune ; as tending
' \ to
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to thew us the Errors of our paft Condu&, and teach-
ing us by former Experience to corre& them. In Cafes
of Calamity and Diftrefs which our beft Care could
not guard againft, we fhall be taught to look up to
the fovereign Difpofer of all things for Support, and
by an humble Acquiefcence in every Difpenfation of
Providence, fhall be enabled to draw no inconfide-
rable Comfort from the moft unfavourable,

And what thus appears to be both our Intercft
and Duty in our private Concerns cannot be forbid-
den in thofe of the Publick: and to them fhall our
Reflections be confined on the prefent Occafion.

The Records of former Ages are then only of prac-
tical Ufe, when we make a judicious Application to
our own Cafe, and grow wifer and better by the Ex-
perience of others. The Hiftories handed down to us
under the San&ion of Divine Revelation are exprefsly
faid to have been intended as Examples, for our Ad-
monition. And indeed what Benefit can be drawn
from Hiftory, if we are not at Liberty to compare one
Period of Time with another ; to inquire what Con-
du@ hath ufually occafioned publick Misfortunes,
and what on ‘the contrary hath by God’s Blefling
reftored national Profperity? Surely, if we inquire
thus, with a View to profit by the Negle&, the

Errors,
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Ermrsﬂ, the Vices of former Days, on theone Hand,
and by their Care, their Prudence, their Virtues on
the other, we can be in no Danger of incurring the
Royal Preacher’s Cenfure in the Text.. '

No: What is here condemned is  the Language of
unmanly Impatience, of peevifth Difcontent, of un-
employed Vanity, or of interefted Ambition. Thefe
are Principles which evidently difqualify for an
Inquiry into the Ways of Providence. !

They whofe Minds are enervated with Eafe and
Sloth and Luxury, are unprepared for whatever
happens contrary to their Expc&atioh, and afk
WWhat is the Caufe, not with ferious Compofure, but -
with Conffernation and Impatience; and as they
enjoyed their former Happinefs without Profit, or
Refle&ion, they are now overwhelmed by Cala-
mity, without beiny able to trace it to its Caufe, or
to judge of its true End and Defign. |

Again 5 there are Men of fo foure and querulous

a Difpofition, that they never fail to view things in
the worft Light ; overlooking importanf Bleflings
of which they are in Pofleffion, and perverfely
affe@ing to feck for Gratification in cherifhing
Melancholy and Defpondency. T'o Perfons of this
gloomy Caft zbe former Days are always better than
I.bfﬁ.’;
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thefe; and tho’ what is paft and gone received no
better Onarter from them until it was paft and gone,
yet fuch is their Propenfity to complain, that in what-

ever Refpe@ the prefent Times may be more advan-
tageous, they are ready to pronounce them every

~way inferior and degenerate, compared with the

foregoing. Unhappily for the World this is a con-
tagious Difeafe. As in Religion that Syftem is often
found to be moft attra@ive to the Multitude which
moft abounds with Denunciations of etermal Perdi-
tion, fo he that in publick Affairs is moft peremp-
tory in threatning the Commonwealth with im-
pending Deftruion, is fure to gain a general Atten-
tion. Nor is the Cafe very different in common
Life; the Empirick, by enumerating the Maladies
incident to human Kind, eafily perfuades the Croua
that they are labouring under them.

Others there are, who for Want of fome ftated
Bufinefs of their own to attend commence political
Dire€lors ; and tho’ they have neither Means of In-

formation, nor, if they had, Capacity to ufe it,do not

cecale to defcant on publick Meafures, applauding
the paft, condemning the prefent. Happy in the In-
cenfe which is offered to their Vanity by a little lift-
ening Circle, they flatter themfelves, that they are
eftablifhed in the publick Confidence, as if they were

the People, aud Wildom were to die with them.

Thefe,
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Thefe, it is true, arc¢ infignificant Chara&ters;
but fome of the moft infignificant Animals  poflefs
Talents fitted to do Mifchief. And happy wereit for

the Publick, that no Chara&er lefs obfcure or infig-
nificant nced be mentioned on this Occafion.

But befides thefe, there are others alas! no lefs ac-
tive to excite popular Difcontent, with Views more
intercfted and more dangerous ; who from Envy and
Ambition employ the Advantages of diftinguifhed
Abilities and elevated Station, to perplex and em-
broil Affairs, of which they wifh to obtain the Di-
re@ion. If they review the State of things in former
Days, it is not in order. to improve, but to impeach
the prefent ; not lamenting, but exulting and tri-
umphing over the Calamities of their Country; not
with a tender,. trembling Hand endeavouring to
affuage and to heal, but with unfeeling Cruelty
expofing and tearing open its Wounds ! Where this
is the Cafe, Who can forbear to join in the Com-
plaint, that in this Refped, if in no other, zhe for-
mer Days were better than thefe !

To Perfons of thefe feveral Charaters then, the
Words of the Text, wemay conclude, are ftriély to
be addreffed in their fulleft Force. They certainly
inquire not wifely concerning this. They are, all of

them




them, ﬁ"‘tﬁcr‘incapablc of that Serioufnefs and Tem-
per, or deftitute of that Candour and Integrity
which fo important an ' Inquiry demands. They
have alrcady taken their Part and prejudged the
Cacfe. \

In aCountry of Freedom Differences of Senti-
ment upon national Queftions will unavoidably
arife. 'They are perhaps eflential to Freedom'; nor
can it be the Duty of any one who ftands in this
Place abfolutely to condemn fuch Differences, tho’
it doubtlefs is, to expofe and reprove the falfe Pre-
tences on which they are fomented, and the very
improper Spirit with which they are too frequently
carried on. What hath now been faid on_this
Subje& hath no other View than to guard the Jroneft

and unfufpicious againft an implicit Reliance on the
Opinion of incompetent Judges, or the Reprefenta-

tions of the artful and imterefted: and a Caution
which attempts no more than to advile Men to
confider and weigh Opinions before they give them-
felves up to be led by them, one might hope, would
be favourably received, and tend to clofe the
Breaches made by  Prejudice, and to conciliate
Men’s Affe@ions towards each other, which are
' B & now

-
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‘now unhappily irritated by Difference of Sm‘ltfmcnt
on publick Affairs.

But to proceed ; Having thus thewn to what Per-
fons the Words of the Text are to be applied in a
diret.and abfolute Senfe, it is now ‘Time to confider
them in'a more qualified and liberal one;" not as
intended to prohibit, but to regulate the Practice of
judging of the comparative Merit of the former and
prefent Times, according to the Rules of Wifdom
and Religion; for in Scripture the Word is generally
to be underftood in this united Senfe. An Inquiry .
of this Kind muft therefore be profecuted on the
Principles of both ; fo that neither the End defigned,

nor the Means employed, may appear to be unworthy

of the Approbation of the Wife and Good.

In comparing the prefent with more profperous
Times, we need not on this Occafion look far back
into Hiftory. In the laft War, entered into for the
Security of the Colonies, every A&ion and every
Enterprife by Sea and Land had been fuccefsful in
every Quarter of the Globe, and the Britifh Name *
exalted to i1ts higheft Pitch of Glory ; and by ‘the
Pacification that followed not only the great Obje&
of the War was fully obtained, but a vaft Extent of

Ter-
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Territory was added to the Dominions of the
Crown. The unprecedented Expence was forgotten
m the Advantages acquired, and there was every
pofiible Reafon to believe, that nothing remained
but to cultivate the Arts, and enjoy the Bleflings of
Peace. How fhort alas! is human Forefight! The
‘very Means relied on for enfuring a lafting Stability,
proved the fpeedy Occafion of a moft unhappy
Change. 'When all appeared ferene and bright,
- there arofe a little Cloud out of the Sea, like a Man's
#and, which rapidly increafing in its Progrefs, in a
fhort Time covered all our fair Profpe& with Dark-
nefs, and at laft burft in a Tempeft, which threat-
ned to thake the Britifh Empire to its Foundations,
No fooner was the Enemy removed, than the
greateft Part of the Colonies became lefs amena-
ble to the Authority of the Parent Country ; foon
afterwards open Difturbances broke out, and at laft
- a ftri¢t Alliance and Confederacy having been formed
by feveral of the Provinces, among whom there
had always before fubfifted a mutual Jealoufy and
Variance, all Obedience to Great-Britain was
folemnly for ever renounced, and, under a falfe Idea
- of Liberty, an Independency was fet up, and fup-

ported with every poffible Exertion of the moft hoftile

B 2 Animofity.

1 Kings
XV, 44
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Ammoﬁty And notwithftanding the nume€rous,

and as they were vainly reputed, irrefiftible Forces
{ent againft them, not otily do the revolted Colomes

remain flill unfubdued, but the Glory of Vetcran_

Troops, accuftomed to carry Terror and Conqueft
wherever their Enfigns were difplayed, hath, by a
fatal Reverfe of Fortune, been tarnithed by almoft
the firft Effay of a People unpra&ifed in Arms.

Here then is an humiliating Contraft between
thefe and the former Days; nor cana Series of Events

{fo affe&ting and important be contemplated but
with the moft profound and anxious Attention.
If we fay what is the Caufe (and upon {o interefling
an Occafion it furely imports us to afk) how fhall
we znguire wifely concerning this € On what Prin-
ciples can we hope to form a rational and fatisfa&o-
ry Conclufion upon the Subje@? Muft we not
humbly refolve this Calamity into m1s good Plea-
fure, in whofe Hands are all Events, who difpofeth
of them all, as will beft anfwer the Accomplithment
of his own Purpofes, how contrary foever to human
ExpeQation, or human Experience; often choofing the

27, Jooltfh things of the World to confound the wife, and the

weak things of the World to confound the Mighty ,
. : giving
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giving Weight and Importance to things in common

Eftimation of little Moment, and fometimes decidinz
the Fate of Armies and of Empires by fome inconfi-

derable Circumftance, which perhaps was not fore-

feen, or if forefeen perhaps was-defpifed, but againft

‘which the Multitude of an Hoft and all the Inftru-
“ments of War are found upon Trial to be weak and

vain! Tho’ human Means are neceffary, yet human
Means are not infallible in their Operation; but may
be dire&ed by Omnipotence, to defeat the very Mea-
fures which they were intended to execute. The Race
is not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Sirong. It is

- God alone that grveth Vitory unio Kings, and doth ac-

cording to his Will in the Army of Heaven and among
the Inbabitants of the Earth. And if by this Confi-
deration we are duly imprefled with. awful Senti-
ments of the Divine Authority and Government, we

- thall be juftified to inquire into, and enabled to
- difcover as much' as is fit for us to know of the

Defigns of Providencein this Procedure. Al ion

7 cometh not forth of the Duft, nor dorh Trouble [pring

out of the Ground. Tt is God that formed the Light
and created Darknefs o He makes Peace and creates
Evil: but God 7su0t a Man, that he thould a& from a

eapricious or a vindiive Spirit, neither the Son of N

AMan, that in the Excrcife of his Power he thould ever
lay

Ecclix. 11,

Ps.cxliv.ie,

Dan. iv. 2k,

Job. v. 6.

Ifai.xlv..7, :

um, XXiij,

19.
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Ifai. lix. 2.
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tay afide the Dire@ion of his Wifdom and Goodnefs,
He is our Moral, as well as our Natural Governor,
and every A@ of Divine Adminiftration is intended
for the Corre&ion of fome Evil, or the Advancement
of fome Goeod in his Creatures. Let us keep this
in our Thoughts, when we are inquiring into the
Purpofe of the Difpenfation under which we are
now f{uffering.

War is one of God’s fore Judgments. If moft
profperous, it is unavoidably attended with many
Diftrefles; how much more, if fuccefsful ? We are
unhappily involved in an inteftine War, where every
Advantage we gain is damped with the Refle&ion
of the Lofsit brings to them who are oppofed to
us; and every Misfortune falls with double Weight
from Hands which might have been expected not to
be armed againft the Parent Country, ‘but employ-
ed in Returns of Gratitude and filial Piety. Can

we hefitate a Moment then, to pronounce that we ;

are under the heavy Anger of God, and are fuffer-
ing for our Sins? Owur Iniguities have [eparated between

- us and our God, and our Sins have bid his Face from us.

This is at the fame Time the Language of the Scrip-

ture, and a known Truth exemplified by the conftant

Courfe of Providence. 'The Hiftories of all the Na-
tions,
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tions upbn Earth inform ws that Irreligion and

Immorality, Senfuality and Debauchery, Luxury
and Diflipation have never failed to bring down

the fevereft Chaftifements; and tho’ the Divine

Mercy and Forbearance which wr have long experi-

enced, as well as the vaft Extent of the Defigns of

Providence, the infinite Conne&ions of which we

cannot comprehend, forbid us to fay that the Sins of
a Nation are éﬂways punithed in exa& Proportion as

they prevail, yet there is neither Superftition nor

Prefumption in affirming, (for the Affertion is

founded in Fa&) that when the Meafure of Iniquity

is full, a Period, which cannot be unknown to the

fupreme Governor of the World, it hath been found
to be the inevitable Defiru@ion of the moft flou-

rithing and beft-eftablithed Empires.

SeE | 'g
‘

The future Hiftorian of thefe Kingdoms, whofe
Tafk, we truft, it will principally be to celebrate the
Reunion of the Colonies with Great-Britain, and to
defcribe the profperous Effe@s of their mutual
Friendthip and mutual Support, will doubtlefs en.
deavour to unfold the Caufes and Circumftances of
the prefent unhappy Breach; and whilft he is 1m-
partially confidering the Paffions and Prejudices
which have contributed to widen it, will not fail to

drop
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drop a Tear over this affe@ing Crifis. - And what
Analogy (do our Confciences admonifh us) will he
obferve between the Manners of thefe Nations and
thofe of others who have been vifited from Hea-
ven with the like Punithments } Will he not find
- himfelf obliged to defcribe us as a People not mote
‘ diftinguithed by the Enjoyment of ineftimable Blef-
e fings than by the Pradtice of enormous Vices? As a
People, tho’ enjoying the Light of the Gofpel more
4 freely and fully than almoft any other Nation upon
Earth, yet difdaining to perform any of the publick
| Duties, or even to acknowledge the peculiar Doctrines
& and Principles of Chriftianity? As governed by a
‘ Prince, whofc domeftick Life is an Example of every
private Virtue,and whofe Adminiftration in the whole
‘ Courfe of his Reign has been uniformly direcled
= by the Principles and Spirit of the Conflitution?
As a People I fay, tho’ thus governed, yet afperfing
the Royal Chara@er in both Refpedls, with Rude-
nefs more illiberal than would be born by Subjeés
from their Equals? As a people profefling to difdain
any Control but the Authority of Law, yet every |
Day fetting up the Phantom of Honour in Defiance
of Law, and by retaining, as among Savages, the Right

of Revenge in private Hands, committing Murder
upon

-
\ 5
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~ upon the flighteft Surmife,withImpunity ? As aPeople,
tho’ boafling of the important and peculiar Privilege
enjoyed by the fubordinate Ranks of Men, yct fap-
ping that excellent Conftitution in its effential Rights,
by not difcountenancing, by conniving at, nay, may it
ot be faid, by encouraging Corruption and Perjury, to
- Herve the Purpofes of Intereft and Ambition ? If this
be a juft Pi&ture of the Times, muft not a faithful
Hiftorian pronounce us a moft abfurd and inconfift-
cnt, as well as a finful People ? ;

After this Defcription it may be thought needlefs
to mention the Vices of Diffipation and inordinate
Purfuit of Pleafure. But low as the mild and modeft
Virtues of Temperance, Regularity and Moderation
may be deemed to ftand in the Clafs of moral Duties,
they muft at leaft be confefled to be of no little Ule,
as Guards to defend the reft. Asfuch they claim Re-
{pe& ; for when thefe are once removed, the Mind
~ 1s laid open to every Inroad of Mifery and Vice.
Is not this too evident in the Diftrefs and Ruin
of every Kind, which an unbridled Relaxation has
fometimes brought upon Families of Confideration
and Rank, not ‘only in the Shipwreck of their
Fortunes, but (what is much more deeply affe&ting) of

their
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their Honour, and internal and domeftick Happinefs ¢

~And yet, fo unbounded is the Rage to try new

Modes of Amufement, that, unfitas the prefentState
of things is for enlarging the Sphere of Diffipation,
a novel, fantaftick Species of Entertainment 1s about
to be introduced, which (as if Folly acquired an
higher Relifh by trampling upon every kind of Order

"and Decorum ) is to take place not many Days

hence, before the Impreflion made by this Solemnity
(if any Impreffion be made by this Solemnity) can
be fuppofed to be worn out; and at a Seafon too,
more particularly fet apart for the Purpofes of Ab-
ftinence, Retirement and Devotion; at a Seafon,
when our Admirers of foreign Manners know, that
it is- not fuffered in the Countries from whence it
was originally imported, noted as thofe Countries.
are for the wildeft Licentioufnefs ; it being referved,
it feems, for the Genius of this Nation to brave
the united Authority of Church and State.-

But I hafien to a Conclufion..

We have now all folemnly confeffed to Almighty

God the Sins we have committed, and the Punifh-
ments we have deferved; and we have his gracious
Aflurance, that if we do truly repent and put away eur

Jer.xvii}-8. g5, he will repent bim of the Evil, and Inrgurty

- Joall
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" fall not be our Ruin. = If we turn to bim, he will 1irn
tous. If we will be his People, he will be our God.
- He will defend wus under bis Wings, and we /fhall e
Jafe under his Feathers. His Faithfulnefs and Truth

will be our Shield and Buckler. We fhall no more

turn our Backs upon our Enémies; but bewill make them
be at Peace with us. Let us cherifh this moft gracious
and blefled Affurance; remembring neverthelefs,
that the Accomplithment of it depends on the Sin-
cerity with which the Condition fhall be performed.

Fafting and Mortification are but fubfidiary and
inftrumental Duties, and in common with every
other A& of Piety and Religion will be of no Avail,
but when accompanied with the Genuine, Solid,
Permanent Effelts of true Repentance and Amend-
ment.  Let us bumble ourfelves therefore under the
mighty Hand of God, and bow, not our Knees only,
"-but every Faculty of the Mind, and every Inclina-
tion and Defire of the Heart before the Throne of his
Divine Majefty. If we have indeed the great End of
national Reformation and Profperity at Heart, we
fhall confider ourfelves as not only interefted in the
Event, but obliged to contribute, according to our
refpetive Opportunities, towards effeCting it, We

fhall not only deplore the Sins of the Nation, but

thall

Ezek. xviij, +.

Pi. xliv. 11,
Prov.xvi. &

t Pet. v. 6,
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