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- When the Ear beard me, then it blefed me; and when the Eye [aw
me, 1t gave Witnefs to me : Becaufe I delivered the Poor that cri-
ed, and the Fatherlefs, and bim that bad none to help him. The
Bleffing of him that was ready to perg/h, came upon me, and I caufed
the W idow's Heart to_fing for Foy. Job, xxix. 11,12, 13.

SUCH are the emphatic Words in which the holy Job calls to
Mind the Works of Mercy, to which he had devoted the Sea-
fon of *his' Youth, and the Period of his Profperity. In the
Hiffory that has been handed down to us, of this extraordinary
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Perfonage, we are informed that he had fallen froma State of
unequalled Splendor and Afiluence, into the loweft Depth of hu-
man Mifery. The Cup of his Affliion was prepared for him by
that Being, who knows every Source of Pain.and Anguifh within us;
and its Bitternefs was proportioned to the Defign of exhibiting in
his Perfon an Example of Patience under Sufferings, and of Re-
fignation to the divine Will, which the'licénfed Malice of the
Enemy of Mankind thould in vain exert his moft virulent Efforts
to fubdue. |

There is not a Pang that can rack the Body, there is mot a
Sorrow that can wound or agonize the Mind, that did not enter
into the Meafure of his Sufferings. He outlived his numerous
Offspring, and faw his feven Sons and three Daughters laid, by
one Stroke of Providence, in ‘their untimely "Graves. * His Inhe-
ritance became the Prey of 'his Enemies—Of all his princely Pof-

feflions not a Wreck efcaped the Incurfions of their rapacious

Heords, except the wretched Spot, - whereon he was Tuffered to caft
his naked and ulcerated Limbs. To this general.Bankruptey of
Fortune, this total Extin&ion of his Houfe and Name, were
added the Defertion of thofe who had fed upon bis Bounty,
and the Ingratitude ‘of all who had fhared in his Love. They
all took to themfelves the fame Wings with his Riches, and
transferred to oOthers that Adulation which he could no longer
purchafe, and thofe’ Affiduities which he could no longer reward.
Not content to leave him to commune with his Sorrows, in all

-

the helplefs Solitude of fallen Power and departed Wealth, they .
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Icagiled' themfelves with the very Refufe of the Earth; Odtcaﬁs,'
as he deferibes them, whofe Fathers be would bave difdained to have

fet with, the, Dogs of  bis Flock, to heap Scorn upon his,afflicted

Head, and to make a Adockery, and a-bye Ford of his Miferies.
Severe were thefe. thy Vifitations, O God ! ‘Heavily did thy chaf-

- tifing Hand prefs upon thy Servant! But if thou zosked/ff away,

thou alfo: hed/l given to him 5 and in the Recolle&ion of the Ufe
which he had made of thy Gifts whik, zhou wert yet with him, he
found a Source of Confolation, beyond the Malice of Enmity, the
Deceitfulnefs of Friendfhip, or the reftlefs Viciflitudes of fublu-

nary Events, to deftroy.—And you, O ye Young and ye Affluent, -
attend to the important Leffon; attend and treafure it up in your’ :
Minds, amidft the numberlefs'Cafualties, to which your Fortunes
and your Enjoyments arevhourly expoefed. Of all the Pleafures
which the Wealth of Job. had purchafed, of all the Gratificati-

ons which his Power could command, he found no Traces in the

Day of his Calamity,. exeept what had been impreffed upon his i
Recolle@ion by the Good which he had done. If a Gleam of
Comfort broke out at Times on this complicated Scene of Diftrefs,
Humiliation and Anguifh, in which he has been exhibited to your
View, it was felely refle@ed from the Improvement which he had -
made of his Profperity while it fhone upon him; it was folely
lighted up by'that beneficent Spirit, that had once converted his
Superfluities into a perpetual Fund for the Suffering and the In-
digent. It was this Spirit that ftill hovered round him when he
became poor and deflitute. It prefented a Retrofpect to him, that
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recalled, in fome Sort, his former Fortunes to be en}éy‘edz’ by him

a fecond Time ; and in the Remembrance of the"Happlnefs which
he had contrlbuted to beftow upon others, made him often forget

- that Providence had deﬂroyed his own,

In all the glowing Confidence of a felf-approving Confcience, and
with an ardent Appeal to that Seafon, when zhe Candle of the Lord
fhone upon his Head, he calls upon the Months paft to bear Tef~
timony to him if every Ear that heard him did not blefs bim for the

Bleflings which he difpenfed around™him, and if every Eye that

Jaw bim did not bear Witnefs to the Ule which he made of his
Power and his Pofleflions.— Fees was I to the Lame, and Eyes fo
“ the Blind : By me they were prevented from feeling the Seve-
“rity of Nature; I miniftered to the Wants which fhe had de-
“ nied them the Power of ‘removing. The Oppreffed and the Poor
“who cried, looked up to me as'their Avengéf; I was the Refuge
“ of the Defolate, and' the Prote@or of him who bad none 1o belp
“him. 'Who was 7n Trouble and' I did not weep 2 Who was in Suf-
“ fering and my Soul was not grizved 2 1dried the I idow's Tears by
** being a Father 7o the Fatherlefs; and by cherithing the tender
* Years and cultivating the tender Mind of the deftitute Orphan,
“ I caufed the Heart that had been long clofed againft all Confo-
“ lation z0_fing for foy.”
1t is gencrally fuppofed that Job was not an Ifraelite. He was
of the Land of Uz ; one of thofe good and happy minded Gen-
tiles who, as'St. Paul obferves, did &y Nuture' the Th hings contuined
in the Law, Following:the Light of Reafon, and contemplating
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the vifible Works of the Creation, and what paft within himfelf,

he was led through the Shades of Idolatry to the Knowledge of
the true God; and of the Duty which he owed to him and to his
Creatures. ''The Sentiments which he breathes in the Pafluge
that I have fele@ed for the Purpofés of this Day, are far from
combating this Suppofition. Under the Syftem of the natural
Law, as well as under every religious Syftem, every Difpenfation,
moral or revealed, Charity and Beneficence have ranked amongft
the primary Virtues, and have been inculcated amongft the moft
obligatory Duties of Man, It would feem as if Providence had
been at all Times folicitous to vindicate its own Ways, in efta-
blithing the Geconomy of human Society, and to juftify that une-
qual Diftribution of the Goods of this Worl/d, amongft thofe whom
it had otherwife made equal, for which fuperficial Obfervers might
arraign its Decrees. |

By the Law that waseriginally written in our Hearts, the Senfe of
the Obligation to Benevolence was infufed into the Feelings: The
Pradice of it was adopted from a Conviction of Fitnefs and Right,
Whether they confidered the Frame and Condition of their own
Being, or attended to the various Circumftances which paffed in
daily Review. before them, the Happieft and moft Fortunate found
Reafon to be convinced, that whatever Diftin¢ions had arifen
between them and the Reft of Mankind, from fortuitous Caufes;
in the Eyes of Nature and of Nature’s God, they muft all have
been equal. . They {prung from the fame Origin with the mean-
eft and humbleft human Being, and were deftined to be brought
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again to the fame Level by a common and incvi_’tabl"é"Fa‘t'é; They -
were adtuated by the fame Paflions, and folicited and impelled
by the fame Cravings and Appetites. The fame Hopes elated,
1}‘16 fame Fears deprefled, the fame Terrors appalled them. They
were expofed to the fame mental Weaknefles and natural Infirmi-
ties, and were liable to fimilar Changes and 'Reverfes of Fortune,
from Chance and the doubtful Rotation-of Events.—Hence they
were compelled to acknowledge, that they were nearly and per-
{onally interefted in all the Miferies of the human Race. They
were forward to alleviate Bvils, to which the' very! Condition of
their Nature expofed them. They compaffionated 'Sufferings,
which in the endlefs Viciflitudes“of human Life, might plead for
themfelves in their Turn, and hold them forth as Obje&s of Com-
paflion to the more Fortunate of their Fellow-creatures. “ I am
““a Man” (faid a Heathen. Poet) “ and as fuch cannot confider
“ myfelf as unconcerned in whatever Regards the Reft of Men.”,

Under the Jewith Difpenfation, Religion lent its powerful Aid
to the natural Senfe.. 'Humanity towards the Fellow-creature was
heightened by Piety towards the common Creator; and in the in-
digent Brother, they were taught to look up to' the univerfal Pa-
rent, who accepteth” not the ‘Perfon of Princes, nor iregardeth the
Rich more than the Poor, for they are all the Work of his Hand.

But it was referved for the Gofpel, to refine this univerfal Prin-
ciple intoits own diftinguithing Duty, and ‘to exalt it, I had al-
moft {aid, beyond the Sphere of human Virtues. By the Gofpel,
Love to our Neighbour is placed on a Level with our Love to
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" God. The Meafure of the dne is made the Standard by which

we ate to judge of the Extent of the other. It is the {econd
Hinge on which a// the Law and all the Prophets, all the Duties and
all the Hopes of the Chriftian are made to turn. By the Gofpel
we are taught to confider the Almighty himfelf, as the Obje& of
all the beneficent Exertions of Charity, and to look to him as its
Debtor for all its Works of Mercy. By the Gofpel the Founda-
tion of this Virtue is laid in the Regeneration of the Heart; the
Heart, foftened beyond even the Feelings of Nature, refined and
harmonized even beyond the Touch of Humanity; the Heart,
fuch as our merciful Redeemer himfelf affumed it,—he whofe
Sympathy was as various as’are:the Sufferings of the human
Race, and as boundlefs in its. Exertions as are the Wants of his
Creatures. L

In the Circle thus traced for this Virtue by the Redeemer of
Man, it allows no Diftintion of Perfons, it admits of no exclu-
five Claims. It embraces the Gentile as it embraces the Jew ; the
defpifed Samaritan as him that worfhips at Jerufalem. It narrows
not its Sphere of Acion to the Mitigation of corporal Sufferings,
or the Alleviation of temporal Diftrefs, to zbe Healing zhe Sich, the
Fifiting the Imprifoned, the Clothing the Naked. It follows its di-
vine Teacher beyond the Boundaries of Senfe : It {earches the
Miferies ofi,the Heart and the Infirmities of the Soul: It opens
the Ears of, the Underftanding, and pours Light upon the dark-
ened Eyesiof the Mind : It checks the Growth of Vice that takes

Root(in Ignorance, and cherithes the latent Seeds of Virtue,
' B
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which the diforderly Habits that rife from neglet, andwa Want
of Cultivation blight and extinguifh in the human Heart. To
the Poor, whom the proud Philofopher defpifed,«and the yet
prouder Teacher of the Law negleded, it unfolds the Treafures

of the Gofpel—Life and Immortality brought to Light; the

Knowledge of a God, of a Redeemer, of themfelves; the cternal
Maxims of Truth, of Juftice, of Equity ; thesDuties of their Sta-
tion and what they owe to Society. Ima Word, it exerts itfelf in
fuch Works ofs Mercy as you are called to this Day, it delights in
finding fach ObjeQs as are now fupplicating before you.

It would be natural to imagine that thus prefenting itfelf to
us with the-univerfal Paffport of all Ages, thus prefled upon us
by the unerring Voice of Nature;-enforced by Religion, this Gof-
pel Virtue would only require an Opportunity of exerting its In-
fluence, irrefiftably to force its Way into every Breaft. But it
is with this Duty as with 21l the other Duties of the Law: We
are compelled to admit:their Principle; they command our Vene-
ration.—Does an Occafion offer for fulfilling them? Pretexts are
never wanting to weaken their Impreffion and evade their Claims.

This is an Imperfe&ion incident to our Nature, which the Mo-

ralifts of all Ages have feen and lamented. Juft in our Concep-
tions and in the Difcernment.of what is right, and forward to
applaud it; .we fail in the PraQice and purfue the wrong. = There
are but few Men fo unfortunate in their Feelings, and fo deferv-
ing of our Pity, as not to have experienced fome of thofe happy
Moments, when the Heart overflows with Compaffion for fome
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Child of Adverfity, or melts in Sympathy at fome Tale of Dif.
trefs. - All the ténder Senfibilities of the Soul are fet afloat : Huy-
manity refumes its native Seat in the Heart; and touches every
Spring which Nature has tempered for her own beneficent Pur.
pofes: Charity defcending from above blends the Love of his
Creatures with the pure Love of Ged : All the faftidious Diftinc-
tions and infulting Delicacies with which Pride, Prefumption and
Vanity, look down upon the greater Portion of Mankind, fly at
her Voice, and we difcover in every human Face, however cloud-
ed by Sufferings, or fquallid from Indigence, the dear and facred
Image of a Brother: Glowing with thefe mixed Senfations, we
are led on to confider our Pofleflions merely as the Inheritance of
the great Brotherhood of Mankind, entrufted by the common Fa-
ther to our Management and Equity: We look upon ourfelves
as merely placed between God and his Poor, like fruitful Clouds
ready to fhower down upon them the Dews of Heaven, with
which we have been-enriched for their Refrethment.—In the En-
thufiafm of fuch a Moment, when we are yiclding to Affe@ions
which we feel to be interwoven with our Frame; when we find
ourfelves elevated into fuch juft Conceptions of ourfelves, and of
the Views of ‘Providence in accumulating his ‘Bleflings upon us,

how miferableis it to find fome of thofe bafe and groveling Paf-

fions, that lurk in the Heart, infufing their Leaven through all

its Feelings, and fouring and corrupting it with Maxims of world-

ly Craft;,.and Suggeftions of worldly Wifdom! On the one

Hand, Pride, Oftentation, and the inordinate Love of Pleafure,
B2
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raife up an innumerable Hoft of fiGtitious Neeeﬁ'arles, that dif~
pute every Claim upon our Generofity, as an Invafion of their

Right.  As the Wantonnefs of their Demands, acknowledge no
other Limits, than the capricious Cravings of Vanity, and the
Mudnefs and Folly of depraved Appetites, their Cries are as in-
fatiable as they are importunate: They deafen our Ears to every
Call of Mercy. On the other Hand, a niggard and avaricious
Spirit, mafks its narrow Views under the Appearance of Pru-
dence and Difcretion, and obtrudes its cold cautious Maxims up-
on us. The Current of Humanity that flowed warm round our
Hearts freezes at its Breath, It prompts us to enquire if the Ob-
je& be really deferving our Prete@ion—If the Individual, if So-
ciety be really to be benefited by our Donations; Or if it may not
be likely that while we were retrenching from our own Enjoy-
ments, we are only eftablithing a Fund for enlarging the Enjoy-
ments of defigning Perfons, who abufe our Goodnefs and impofe
upon our generous Difpofitions.—I fhall briefly confider thefe
Obje&ions, and as I proceed throw out fuch Obfervations as oc-
cur to me on the Subje&, and as are connefted with our prefent
Purpofe.

In the firft Place, I would afk whether they are the Laws of
Nature and of God, or our own diforderly Inclinations, that fhall
afcertain what the Neceflaries are, that thould fupercede the
Claims of Mercy. Are they only to bounded by our-own inordi-
nate Defires? Are they to extend as far as Pride or Ambition can
ftretch their Withes? Is that alone to be counted fuperfluous that
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can efcape from our Pleafures, our Profufions, ouf capricious
Humours, our worldly Puarfuits? Then' indeed there will be but
little Room for the Purpofes of Humanity ; and to be voluptuous,
diffolute, a Slave to every new Whim, andthé Dupe of every
rifing Folly, muft be our Plea before the ‘Throne of Juftice for
fhutting our Ears againft the Calls of Mercy.

In the next Place, I would obferve to you that, as far as the
prefent Demand upon your Bounty extends, fmall is the Pittance
required at'your Hands. ''There is nota With to break inupon any -
oncevenof thofe fititious Appendages to your State, which Fafhion,
the Creature and Inftrument 'of our Paflions, has ere@ed into fo
many indifpenfable Wants, A fmall Portion of what has efcap-
ed from the round of Pleafures'you have run—The Overflowings
of the Cup of thofe Subferiptions, which you have filled with
fuch unufual Exuberance,nwould anfwer all the benign Purpofes
of the Inftitution which we recommend to your Patronage. An
Inftitution that carries in itlelf an Anf{wer to the fecond Part of
the Objections to ithe Claims of Charity, which I have flated—
An Inftitution that fets at Defiance the Illiberality of the Sufpi-
cious, and the cruel Ingenuity of thc Hard-hearted, and is as fe-
cure of theizfufpecting its Adminiftration, as of cavilling at its
Obje&t—An Inftitution which fecures to the prefent Age, how-
ever it mays have degenerated in other Inftances from the Vir-
tues of fonmer Times, the Boaft of having improved on the moft

perfect of all Virtues, and given Charity a Form worthy of its
Chriftian Origin,
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. I know that it has been the Fancy of fome eceentrick Cha-
raers amongft us, to condemn all Inftitutions for the Inftrui-
on of the lower Claffes of Men. Swelled with high *Conceptions
of their own Birth and Station, and blinded by .that Profperity,
which, from its uninterrupted Courfe, they .confider as their na-
tural Inheritance, they hold mental Imprevement and an abject
Origin, to be unalterably feperated by the Purpofes of Provi-
dence. Advocates for Viee and Diforder, they condemn all At-
tention to cultivate the Underftanding of the poorer Sort, as in-
terfering with the Occupations of Induftry. They reprefent Ig-
norance, and the Abje@nefsiof Mind, which is its infeparable At-
tendant, as the firft Requifite toa State of Toil and Labour. To

foften the Manners of the Peafant, or widen the Sphere of his -

Knowledge, is in their Syftem to'give him Coenceptions, that raife
him above his Level ; 1s to render him infolent, prefuming, and
intractable,

It is fcarce credible that there can be Men fo ignorant of them-
{elves, and of their own Frame and Conftitution, and {o blind to
the daily Oceurrences of the Society in which they live, as to be fe-
rious in maintaining thefe Opinions. In touching upon this Pait
of my Subjed, I fhould be almoft afraid of expofing myfelf to the
Sufpicion of inyenting a Theme for Declamation ; of raifing Ob-
jections merely with a View to anfwer them. But there is not a
Circle in modern Society, that does not produce Men of this ex-
traordinary Stamp, and fome of them are of Weight to deferve
Refutation. In Order to this I am willing in the firft Place, that

i
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they ﬂ1\()uul_’d afflume all the Self-fufliciency of their Station and
Acquirements. Let them boaft, if they can boafy, the Form fa-

.. thioned with the higheft Elegance and Grace, the polithed Man-

ners, the refined Sentiments, the nice Senfe of Honor that trem-
bles at the lighteft Breath of Sufpicion, and holds that nothing
thort of Death, can make Atonement for the Imputation of Falfe-
hood or Difhonefty. To the Sclf-complacency and Arrogance of
this Survey of themfelves, let them add the moft degrading Com-
parifons, in all thefe Particulars, with thofe whom I recommend
to your Bounty, and whom they would confound with the Beafts
of the Field—S5till it remains for them to inform us to what par-
tial Power, to what happy Circumftances peculiar to themfelves,
they are indebted for this proud preeminence. To filence thofe
Strains of Self-adulation, muft Nature raife her folemn Voice?
Muft fhe ftrip them of thofe gaudy Trappings in which their
Pride has dreft itfelf, to exhibit them to themfelves fuch as they
came from her Hands;»and to teach them that if Providence had
dealt out the fame Meafure to them, that it has dealt to thofe on
whom they look down with fuch Scorn ; that had they been caft up-
on the fame bleak and barren Spot, where the fame biting Frofts,
and cold Dews would have chilled theitr Faculties, theirs would
have been the fame homely, rough, and uncouth Forms, theirs
the fame abjedt; wild, and diforderly Mindsi— Tis Education and
Naurture therefore, which, under the Difpenfations of Providence,
produce thofe Extremes : Their Effe@s are proportionable in the
Degree. In the moral as well as in the phyfical World, the great
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Author of all Things has eftablithed a Gradation of Beauty and

a Progreffion of Excellence which, under the Hands of Cultiva- -

tion, conftitute the Perfe@ion of the whole Syftem. The hum-
bleft Shrub offers to the Exertions of Induftry its'own Meafure ‘of
Ufe and of Ornament, no lefs than'the majeﬁlc Oak that fhades
and prote&s it.  'The Peafart fills his Place in the moral Scale as
eflentially as the Monarch: As their Minds.are formed they are,
both alike, either the Bane or the Bleffing of Society.

In the next Place, I would refer them to the daily Occurrences
of the Society in which they live. Let them enquire into the
Diforders and Vices that infe& the lower Claffes. Let them exa-
mine the unhappy Felon, who by his Crimes and Depredations on
Society, deferves to be excluded from all its Priviledges, and for-
feits his guilty Life to the Laws of his Country. To what Caufes
will he attribute his Excefles, and the Pain and Ignominy of his
untimely End? He will tell them, that born in Poverty and run-
ning up wild in Negleé and Ignorance, the Fear of God had ne-
ver been fet before him in'his early Youth. . That abandoned in
Idlenefs to the unregulated Suggeftions of his own depraved
Thoughts, and to the Seduions of bad Example, he had gone
on in a Progreflion of Vice, unacquainted with the Beauty of
Honefly, and uninftructed in the Diftinétions between wrong and
right. That“at length he had filled up the Meafure of his Ini-

quities, and was atoning for the Injuries he had heaped on the
Public, by the Sentence of public Juftice.

ity Pl A e g
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Let them afk thofe unhappy Females, the Bane of our Sex and
the Scandal of their own, by what Steps they have been led to caft

off all Shame and Reftraint, and to abandon themfelves to all the _

Excefles of Proflitution. They will anfwer that no tender and
virtuous Parent had watched over their early Days, to infil into
their Minds the Sentiments of Delicacy, or to cherith and ftrength-
en the inftin@ive Principles of female Honor: That no humane
Subftitute had filled a Parents Place, or cautioned them againft the
Arts of the Seducer, who barbaroufly took Occafion of their Izno-
rance and their i1dle Habits, to rob them of their Innocence, and
left them a Prey to endle(s Infamy.

The fame will be the Anfwer of all the Guxlty and all the Pro-
fligate, and to them we will leave the Tafk of refuting thefe over-

. wile Reafoners, who delight in Paradox and in oppofing the gene-

ral Senfe of Mankind. As far as their Objections bear upon the
Interference of all Education among the lower Ranks with the
Occupations of Induftry, they cannot affe the Inftitution for
which we plead. The Portion of Time allotted to its Purpofes,
are thofe thort Hours of Reft from Labour, which the moft unfeel -
ing Tafk-mafter allows to the very Brute that drudges in his Field
—The Reft of the Sabbath; which even Infidelity would venerate
as confonant torthe Dictates of Humanity, and Avarice would de-
mand as neceflary to its own Purfuits,

If this Reft interfere with the Occupations of Induftry, or the
Good of Socicty, neither Prejudice hor Profligacy can ‘contend,
that the Diforder is in the Eftablithment and not inthe Abufe. Ifit

| c
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be urged that it is almoft univerfally proftituted to the moft un-
chriftian and immoral Purpofes, by the lower Claffes amongft us,
it is only a more unanfwerable Proof of the Neceflity of attempt-
ing a Reform in its Obfervance, which is the Obje&t of Sunday
Schools. ~Look to the Sifter Kingdom ! May I not ‘call upon thofe
who are acquainted with the Habits and ‘Morals of the middling
and lower Orders there, to be my Witneffes:if amongft them the
facred Inftitution of the Sabbath, does not ftill maintain its Influ-
ence genuine and unabated.  Held in'Veneration and confecrated
to its original Purpofes by the decent and exemplary Parent, the
Child grows up in the habitual Obfervance of the Rites and Ser-
vices, which it prefcribes. It habitually returns to'lnm as.a Day
of pious and inftru&ive Repofe;a Day of chearful and innocent
Relaxation from Labour, ‘Even the licentious are reftrained with-
in Bounds by-the public'Senfe, and an univerfal Face of Order,
Sobriety, and Decency would mark its Return to the Stranger,
who fhould vifit their Land, as unacquainted with' their religions
as with their civil Inftitutes. Nor do the Impreflions ftampt upon
the public Mind by the Exercifes to which it is dedicated, vanifh
with the Day.  We difcover their Traces amidf the Avocations,
and Employments that return with the Week: Amidft the A&i-
vity of the Induftrious, the Cares of the F rugal, and the Toils of
the Laborious: We difcover them in the general ‘Tranquillity
that reigns in the Society, and in the Comforts and the Enjoyments
of each contented Individual.—Would to God that even Partiali-
ty, ftrong as I feel it for my native Country, would fuffer me to
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captivaté 'your Eyes with a Piclute equally pleafing and amiable
of our Sabbaths.| Hope, trufting in the Affiftance of the divine
Spirit, may anticipate the Profpeﬂ from fuch Inflitutions as thig
before us: Bat alas! for the prefent, what Roomis there for the
pleafing Allufion? If the Sabbath be a Day of Reft among the la-
bouring Part of our Community, is it not @ Day of Reft from ufe-
ful Induftry and profitable Applicationjy andsa Day of Tuil and
Drudgery in every Work of Sin? Inftead of employing its Leilure
in attending to moral or religious Infirution, or enjoying the
Sweets and Comforts which the meaneft, if virtuondly difpofed,
mauft tafte within the domeftic Circle, is it not proftituted to the
forming of Combinations for the Invafion of private Property 3
to Aflociations of Violence and Rapine, that diftusb the public
Peace, or, when moft inoffenfively employed, to licentious, drunk-
en;, and tumultuary Meetings, that generally terminate in Riot
and: Bloodfhed ! Does.it procure to the wretched People even bo-
dily:Relaxation or recruited Spirits? Or.do they not on the con-
trary take Advantage of that Day to {quander the fcanty Pittance,
which they wring from the Sweat of their Brows, in the Purchafle
of ftrong Liguorsy that inflame their Blood, dry up their Subftance,
and lay the Foq_n:iation of Diforders, that never fail to bring them
to an carly Graye?2 Thus the Day that was defigned by Religion
and the Legiflature, to be a Day of Inftru&tion for the Mechanic
and the Labourer, is become the Day the moft fatal to their Mo-
rals, andythe moft deftructive of ,their religious Principles. Dur-
ing the Intervals between the Sabbaths, their Minds engroffed by
C2
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the Neceflity of providing for their bodily Wants, find but little
Aliment to feed their Diforders. The Return ‘of thefe Feftivals
brings with it Want of Q‘ccupa.tiori , and finding nothing profita-
ble either within themfelves, or from abroad te fill up the Void,
or exercife their Thoughts, the Old, from rooted Habits, and the
Young from bad Example, refume the diforderly Intercourfe that

had been interrupted by the Labours of the Week 5 and the Com-

munication is certain to terminate in an encreafed Reciprocation
of Corruption and Interchange of Vices. * Do I exaggerate? Look
to the South—Look at your own Doors—At every Sign Poft—At
every Meeting of four Roads—Unlefs we begin by removing this
Evil, and cafting out this Profanation from amongft us, all our
other Efforts muft be hopelefs.. And thus the Inftitution that is
in the Sifter Kingdom an excellent Auxiliary to the Means of dif-
{eminating religious Knowledge, and widening the Circle of In-
formation, that are already in Ufe, is, amongflt us, an’ effential

Preliminary, an abfolute and indifpenfable Requifite, to the Plan

of Reformation in the national Morals, to which the Minds of
all thinking Perfons are now happily turned. |

Can there be'a Care more becoming a wife and generous People,
than to fecure fuch a Bleéfling to the rifing Generation? What gfcat
national Obje& can awaken the Zeal or ftimulate the Exertions of

every Friend to their Country, {o pregnant with Hopes of every

private and public Good? For what are its Obje&@s? It withdraws the
Youth of both Sexes from' the tainted Air which they habitually
breathe, from the Peftilence and Contagion that are habitually affe@-
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ing their Principles and Morals: It colle@s them into a fafe and pure
Retreat, where they may not only be fupplied withCorre&ives to ex-
pel the Poifon, which they may have already imbibed, but furnithed

~with Preventatives againft future Corruption: It imparts to them

{uch a Portion of literary Inftruction, as may enable them to fearch
of themfelves, the pure Sources of Morality contained in the
Scriptures, and ‘to be more ufeful inthe Line of Life in which
their charitable BenefaCtors may place them. Above all, it intils
into their Minds the great Principles of the Chriftian Religion, and
the Duties it prefcribes : it unfolds to them the general Rudiments
of Horefty, of Faithfulnefs to their Truft, of Truth, of Sobriety
and Temperance; the Love of Decency, the Love of Order ; what-
ever 1n their State can conftitute Virtue, whatever in their State
can merit Praife. [ repeat it, therefore, never did Charity affume
a more ufeful or amiable Form, never was it more profufe of Blef-
{ings private and public, than in this Outline which I have drawn
of the Sunday Schools. ".In" the Scheme and Intentions of this
which you are met to promote, there is not a Feature that can
complete its Refemblance to that divine Original, on which all

- Chriftian Charity fhould be modelled, that it does not vifibly bear.

Like the Charity'of cur Redeemer, it admits no Diftin@ion of
Sect or Denomination, it allows no partial Claims——to be poor and
ready to pert/h for Lack of Knowledge are all its Terms of Admiffion.

Too long has a perfecuting Spirit difgraced the Chriftian Name.
Too long has it {acrificed every Principle of true Religion, every
Priaciple of Morality, every Feeling of Nature, all the beft and
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deareft Interefts of Society on its exterminating A]zt-ai"s!li;.breaﬂfuk
muft have been its Power, pertinacious muft its«Hold have been
upon ‘the human Mind, when it refifted the Influénce even' of
the mild and enlightened Spirit of the Reformation.—For while
we objec its Horrors to others, why fhould we net be juft even
againit ourfclves—Havecwe not ‘had ourvpenal Laws? What.
blacker Page could-ever Stain the Records of the moft bigotted:
and vindiGive Legiflature? Through«how many wounds did not
the Nation bleed during that Periodsofi Infatuation, when the de=
fiructive Spirit by which they were dictated mifled and difgraced:
our Councils ! If fome of:thefe. Wounds be now happily clofed,
far be from me the ungrateful Tafk of baring ‘them unneceflarily
to your View! But amongft the moft fatal of the numerous Ca-
lamities entailed upon the,Countsy, by the Spirit. that fuggefted.
the ‘popery: Laws; are thofe that.are peculiarly connefted with our,
prefent Subjedt ; and would to God we could boaft thatthey were
altogether done away! It was- this Spirit..that raifed a: Wall of
Separation between us and | the more: liberal and enlightened of
that Order, whofe Influence extended: over the great Bulk of the
People, and prevented: all Union of Exertions to fiem the Torrent
of Vice that'was daily breaking in mpon. us. It was, this Spirit
that profcribed that Liberality and Confidence of Intercourfe, that
would have foftened the Spirit of Controverfy, and diverted the.
Attention from the War of {peculative, Points in which  we dif-
fered, to.an Emulation in:iﬁcu'lcating the great prallical, Duties;
in which all Denominations of Chriftians are agreed.' It was this
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‘ Spirit that that up the Doors of Education and the Trealures of

Knowledge againft more than a Sixth of the Community : That
barbatoufly forbad  them' to pafs the. Pale of that Ignorance, in
which all-the Vices ftrike their deepeft Roots).in which Superfti-
tion‘neftles and engenders its moft dangerous Abfurdities ;. that
left to the few who could purchafe accefs to thofe Txea{'urcs at

fuch a Price, . the cruel Alternative either of| pery/hing: for Lack of

Zbem, like their poorer Brethren, or of going in Seaich of them among

Nations, hcﬁlle to our Interefls, our Religion and -our Laws,—
Need 1 enumerate the various Mifchiefs that lowed from this one
A& of complicated Oppreflion?  On . the Prejudices of Religion
which acqmred additional Force, were enrrrafted civil_and poli-
tical Prejud,ces Attach*nent and Predilz &lon for the Forms and
Inftitutes of thofe Govemments which opened to their Youth a
friendly Afylum from fuch unexampled Perfecution, naturally
fprung up in warm, gencrous, and grateful Minds. Opinions were
early imbibed and Maxims early adopted, dangerous to our Efta-
bllfhment andmconhﬁent with the Frame of our Conftitution, Nor

was it poffible to conceive, but that thofe Vi&ims of abufed Pow-

er, muft have returned to the unnatural Soil that gave them Be-
ing, but denied them every. Prlwlege of their Birthrights, with
Hearts dhenated from ts Interefts, and foured and enflamed

againft its government. Above all it was this Spirit that difgrac-
ed the Docrines and violated the Principles of the reformed
Church. “It feated her mild and tolerating Genius, amidft the
Terrors of Pains, Penalties, and Imprifonments, ' It made her In-
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terefts refponfible for the Cruelty and Oppreflion ot? its ‘own vin-
didlive Policy. It gave her Enemies a Handle to mifreprefent her
Temper, and her Difcipline ; and outdid all their Machinations in
-oppofing the general Diffufion of her Light, and the general Pre-
valency of her Influence. Thus it fared with thofe Laws, as with
every Syftem of Policy, that lays its Foundation in the Subverfion
of natural Juftice. They'defeated the very Purpofes, which they
pleaded in Extenuation of their unnatural Rigours: They pro-
mifed to gain Difciples to the eftablithed Church, and faithful
Adherents to the eftablithed Government, while their obvious
Tendency was to exafperate and encreafe the Enemies of both.
Bleflings from God and Honor from their Country be the Portion
of thofe manly Spirits, who firft had the Courage to fet the Exam-
ple to their Fellow-citizens, of checking the deftructive Courfe of
this Monfter in Religion and Politics, and to rife fuperior to the
Prejudices of Education'and the Antipathies of Ages. Equal Blef-
fings and equal Honor light on the Heads of thofe who fiill dare
to tread in their Steps, and who labour for the final Accomplifh-
ment of the great Work which they have begun. Aflociated with
fuch Characters, and exerting his Intereft and his Influence in
fuch a Caufe, is where I'thould have expected to find * my reve-
rend and worthy Friend, whofe paftoral Zeal hath called us toge-

* The Rev. Mr. Montgomery, Minifter of Rofcommon.

He attended the Army as
Chaplain during the late War in: America.
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ther. Such have I known him, in Scenes, where a]] the Feelings
of Humanity arc commonly violated, amidft the Horrors of civil
War—A@&ive in whatever could excite or forward a Spirit of Li-
b'erality and univerfal Philanthropy,—the Advocate of the Opprefl-
ed, and the Friend of the Sufferer, But that on which I have to
congratulate him, is his having brought this Spirit to thofe who
receive it with a native Warmth, and who cherifh and promote its
Progrefs with a Zeal that requires no other Incitement but what
it finds within their own Breafts. Behold its Triumph—DBehold
it within thofe Rails=In that Affemblage of the Youth of 4// De-
nominations, who are ranged round the Communion Table foli-
citing your Patronage—Behold it on thefs Benches—Am I not
warranted to affert that Numbers have met here this Day to fa-
crifice with us at the Altar of Charity, and of the public Good,
who would have once thought.themfelves contaminated by any
Intercourfe within thefe Walls, by any Thing approaching to 4
Communion as Chtiftians? 1ol

Well. therefore may my Friend and # his worthy Affociate re-
joice in thofe Children of univerfal Benevolence, whom they are
enabled to prefent like the Firftlings of the Flocks of Old, a5 a fweer
Jmelling Sacrifice 1o the Lord of Hofts. 'The SpeQacle they exhibit,
while it cannot fail-of being grateful to every Heart that feels,

D

* The Rev: Mr. Seaton; Curate of Rofcommon.
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and pleafing to every Mind that thinks, infpires them with the
beft grounded Hopes, that your enqreaﬁng Bounty will enable thgm
this Day to gather to Induftry fuch of the Charity as  are already
ripe for its Purpofes. To the Zeal with which youw have atténded

their call, they look with Confidence for ‘the Means of placing

them in fome ufeful Employment, from which the Community
may reap the Advantage of the Principles which they have imbib-
ed, and of the Habits which they have aecquired under your Pa-
tronage. | N ' LES

In them, they prefent to you the fir/2 Frusts of your Infltitution.
Let them be fpread abroad and the Fame of your good Works will
accompany them, to the Glory of God, and to the Benefit of the Pub-
tic. Your Example will not fail to’ operate, wherever the Effects of
your Liberality are felt or fpoken of. It will encourage the Exertions,
and invigorate the Zeal of thofe who have already attempted fimilar
Inftitutions : It will promote their Eftablifhment where a Difre-
gard to all public Improvement, has neglefted, or Prejudice and
Obftinacy has oppofed them. The beneficent Circle will fpread
and gain upon the public Chara@er from Day to Day, purifying
it in its Progrefs, and effacing every Trace of Idlenefs, Immora-
lity and Vice ; nor fhall we long fhrink from'.a Comparifon with
the happieft of thofe Kingdoms, wherever they are to be found,
where Religion with all its Virtues and its Graces, Civilization
with all its Order, Decency, and Tranquility, Induftry with all its
Treafures and its Bleflings cover the Face of the Land.

PRS- -
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. Let me only exhort. you not to be difcouraged, if yourdo not jm-
‘mediately perceive thofe Fruits of your Zealin the public Reforma-
tion. ' The Progre{s of public Degeneracy is, generally {peaking,
rapid and overwhelming. ‘The Progrefs of public Reformation is,
always, flow and gradual. All the original Suggeftions of Nature,
all the DiQates of Reafon, all the Difcoveries of Revelation prove
to us, that the Mind of Man is more prone to Evil than to Good.
Public Degeneracy iis the mountain Torrent, which having once
broken down the Mounds that were placed to oppofe its Vio=
lence, rifes inftantaneoufly into exterminating Force ; ruthes down
Precipices angd Declivities formed to: aflift its Ravages, and tears
up.and bears away the Soil and whatever can enrich or adorn
it—Public Reformation is the. pure and tranquil Stream that rifes
from an imperceptible Source, amidft the bleak Hcath and bar-
ren Defart; that gradually works its Courfe againft all Oppofiti-
on ; fwells in its Progrefs, 'and extends its Banks; and through
the long Length of Country through which it flows, produces or
improves the beft Gifts.of Natime. |
In the Circle to. which you hold by your Property and your
Connexions you have already opened the Source; you muft await
the Progre(s of thé Stream with Patience and Perfeverance.  The
Reform muft begin by Individuals and {mall Bodies and {o extend
to the Community.. 'Faint not therefore in your Labour of Love.
Add this Work of Mercy to the other charitable Inftitutions, which
are already {o familiar to your Eyes, and fo honorable to your Cha-
D2
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tafler. - 'The Hands of an Individual have raifed a* Monument to
Humanity amongft you, which the united Exertions of Provinges
have elfewhere with Difliculty accomplithed. - If; onithis Spot, and
on fuch an Qccafion as the prefent, the: Advocate of the Iadis
gent cmﬂd be fo unjuft or ungrateful, as to pafs over the Name of
that Individual 1n Silence, it will be founddnferibed on the Heatis
of the Poor of your Liand, in CharaQers'more honorable and laft:
ing, than thofe which they read on entering the hallowed Roof
under which her charitable; Care has provided a Pillow for their
Heads, ‘when : weighed down with :Age; Infirmities or Accident.
To you my young Friends it: will henceforth become: equally fa-
miliar and venerable., - After youithall have grown up in the Fear
of God, and under the Nurture of Religion from '.t’fit"::providcnt :
Care of your prefent Patrons; after you fhall have acquired thofe
virtuous Habits, and attained “that Maturity of Years, that will
fit you for the Purpofes of Society, which you are ‘deftined to fill;
you will find in the Liberality of this general ‘BenefaGrice; a
Fund, that will fupply you with.the Means of -entering upon a
Courfe of Induftry, that may enfure you Suceefs: And in the
Midft of every Comfort you may enjoy, and in every Stage of
Competency through which you may rife, you will venerate and blefs
the Name of Walcot—Such a Fund, I have the Pleafure to an-
nounce to you, has been eftablithed within thefe few Days : Nor

¥ The Infirmary at Rofcommon, built at the fole Expence of Mrs. Walcot,
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will the refpeable Perfonage, whom Providence has given as a
Blefling to the County, where it has placed her property, refufe
this Tribute of Applaufe from a Stranger, who is no otherwife in-
terefted in thefe charitable Emanations of her Bounty, than as fhe
adds to the Inftances that refle@ Honor on human Nature.—May
the generous Spirit by which the is aCtuated, extend its Influence
from Day to Day, under the Prote&tion and Countenance of that
Power from. whofe Seat it flows l=Go on, .as you have begun in
aflifting its Progrefs; and in return be rewarded here and hereaf-
ter—Be rewarded' hereafter in the- Enjoyment of the Bleflings,
which: the Scriptures of God promife to thofe who Jead many to Righ-
220u/nefs ;- Be rewarded here in the Contemplation of that happy
Change; which will infallibly crown your unabating  Attentions
~ .to the Improvement of that!Clafs of ‘the Public, in whofe Habits
and Manners the only folid and ftable Foundations can be lajd of
the"Wealth and Power of Nations, - -

At prefent, we exhibit a Kind of political phenomenon to the
Kingdoms immediately around us—A Maturity of Luxury, fuch
as is only found among Nations that have attained the Meridian
of their Greatnefs ;. an Infancy of almoft all the ‘Arts. of Labour
and Induftry, thatlead to that Greatnefs—A Gentry abounding
in-ample Poffeffions; and polithed and refined to a Rival_{hipﬂ?ith
that of the moft flourithing People; a Peafantry, dragging on for
the moft Part, a wretched Exiftence in all the naked, unfed Po-
verty,.all the flothful Habits, -and rude Manners of favage Tribes,
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and univer/ally, unacquainted with the. Comforts and Genvenien-
cies, which the comparative Opulence of ‘the other Cldfles, might
be fuppofed to place within the Reach of Wi'l{liﬁé Hands and ac-

tive Spitits—To look-for Union, or Order, or Stability amidft fuch

Extremes is as vain an Bxpe@ation, as that 'Worms and interior
Rottenefs thould wither the Trunk and the 'Roots, and ‘that the
Branches fhould flourifh, and be laden "with" Fruit—It is net in

the Nature ‘of Things, but that a Staté {o prepofteroutly balanced,

fhould 'be cxpofed to thofe daily Infurre@ions and Tumults, that
deftray onr Peace—The Pretext for“thefe Diforders may vary with

‘the Day : But the Caufes, (making Allowance for fome rigoerous

Treatment, and for impselitic 0pf)r"cﬁ'10n in Tome Inftances, on the
Part of the higher Clafles,) lie'deep in ‘the Morals and Manners
f thofe, with whom they ofiginate, ‘Laws may multiply in Num-
Her, and ‘encreafe in Sevefity to check the Evil, but the Evil is

‘placed beyond the Reach of human Laws—Nothing fhort of en-

creafing and extending the Influence of thofe Principles, that ‘pe-
netrate and intereft the Heart ; that prevent the vicious A&ion
by purifying the Thought amd the Affections; that have' been
proved by the Experience of eighteen Centuries, to be more effi-
cagious in foftcnihg the Rudenefls of Manners, and tamingfthe
Fiétcenels of the Paflions, than all the legiflative Syftems that

“have ever prevailed on the Earth; that reprefs ‘the Spirit of Li-

centioufnefs and Sedition, by the Authority of that Power who
can déftroy the Soul as well as the Body, and inculcate the Obli-
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gation Qf regular Subjetion and due Subordination to lawful Au-
thority for Confcience Sake; that exalts 'llumaﬁ"lnduﬁry into a
religious Duty, and will not confent that zbofe fhould eat whs ds nor
work : that particularly recommends to the lower Orders, the Study
and the Pra@ice of whatfoever Things are zrue, juf?, boneft, lovely,
of good Report, produ&ive of Efteem to themielves, of Decency,
Order and Quiet to the Public—In a  Word, nothing fhort of ex-
tending the Influence of Chriftian Principles, and inculcating the
Maxims of Chriftian Morality, can eftablith the Feace of our Fe-
-ruﬂzlem, or caufe that everlafting Light 1o Shine upon us, under
whofe Rays Fiolence fhall be no more beard in our Land, W afting
zor Deftruction within our Borders.

What you have already done towards the Accomplithment of
this great Obje&t, is too happy an Earneft of what you are inclined
to do, for me to feem to queftion your Willingnefs by endeavour-
ing further to flimulate your: Zeal—I will not, therefore, infult
you with the Warmth of Exhortation, or the Importunity of So-
licitation—Much lefs will I fo far forget the Refpe& I feel for
the provincial Character, and for your eftablithed Reputation, as
even to hint at the Stain you might affix to them, if after hav-
ing filled the Circles of Pleafure in fuch Crowds, and contributed
fo liberally to_fatisiy her Votaries, you fhould; as Chriftiangffbe
infenfible to the moft preffing Invitations of Religion ; you thould,
as Men, ftecl your Hearts and clofe your Hands againft the moft
generous,Calls of Humanity ; you fhould, as Citizens, and Friends
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