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L a m . III. 27.

I t is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
in his youth.

• H E R E  is fome doubt among In
terpreters, whether this is to be un- 
derilood of the yoke o f InJlruSlion, 
or the yoke of Chaftifement. Both 
acceptations are to be found in Scrip

ture. ‘Take my yoke upon you, and learn o f me, faid Mat- . 
our bleffed Saviour, when he meant to invite men X1 5 
to be his Difciples, and receive the dodtrine of his 
Gofpel. And when the Jew s , on the other hand, 
were puniihed with a grievous captivity, it is de- 
fcribed by bringing their necks under the yoke o f the Jet\ .  
king o f Babylon. The general fubjedl of this Book xxvu’ l~' 
of Lamentations, and the connection of thefe words
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i Kings 
xii. 4.

Jcr. v. 5.

Jer. 
xxx. 8.

with the reft o f  this paffage, might be apt to in
cline one to the fenfe o f  ChaJHfement. But the 
benefit or advantage which is expedted to refult 
from it, and the time o f  youth recommended as 
the feafon for bearing it, may lead us to admit the 
other acceptation, and look upon it as an ufeful 
Leffon o f  Injlruftion.

I n d e e d  the ground of both acceptations is the 
fame. T he yoke is a word fignificantly ufed among 
the Jew s  to exprefs a ftate o f  fubjedtion, or fuch 
as is liable to the controul o f  a fuperior power. 
And as that power may be either rigorous and op- 
preffive, or gentle and indulgent, fo the yoke is re- 
prefented to be heavier or lighter ; from whence the 
People of Ifrael reqüëfted Rehoboam, that the grie
vous fervice  and the heavy yoke which his Father had 
put upon them might be made lighter. And accord
ingly, the breaking o f the yoke, and burjiing the bands, 
is a phrafe differently applied in Scripture, either 
to the rebellion o f  thofe who throw off lawful G o
vernment, and are not to be reftrained by any fenfe 
of Duty ; or elfe to the refcue and deliverance of 
thofe who have groaned under unnatural and foreign 
Servitude.

T h e  ftate o f Learners and Scholars is a ftate o f  
fubjedtion; they are under Tutors and Governors, 
and required to receive Inftrudtion. And as the 
methods of InJlruStion are o f different kinds, it fhould 
ieem that the School of Afflidtion or Adveriity is not 
the leaft confiderable among them : from whence
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the Pfalmift was convinced of the advantage and 
great improvement to be made by this yoke of D if- 
cipline : —  I t  is good fo r  me that I  have been afflicted, 
that I  might learn thy f ia tut.es.

S o again the ceremonial Law of Mofes, as it was 
a iule o f  Difcipline and required obedience, might 
be termed a yoke. And though by the firft Preach
ers of the Gofpel, who were fcnfible o f the privi
lege of Chriftian Liberty, it was confidered as a yoke Gal. y. r. 
of bondage —  a yoke which neither they nor their ASts 

fa thers were able to bear ; yet taken in its typical xv- 
view, no doubt it had a beneficial tendency, it per
formed the office o f  a Schoolmafier, and led on its ,9a!-
votaries, as Children under age, till they ihould be
qualified for the more manly fervice and obedience 
o f the Gofpel Difcipline. iv. 3.

A n d  yet even the Gofpel itfelf is reprefented as 
a yoke and burden,, delivering fuch precepts as do 
require fome trial and exercife to learn and habi
tuate ourfelves to them. Only in refpedl o f  the 
rigors o f the former Difpenfation, it is afferted that Rom. 
this is a moft generous and reafonable fe rv ice} that xii' K 
thefe commandments are not grievous, that this yoke v /? "  
is eafy, and this burden light. Mat.

E v e r  y way therefore the yoke may be confider- 
ed as a method o f InftruSlion, as fome ilate of D if- 
eiplme, from whence he that bears it is to learn his 
D uty  _ And this is what the Text fuggefts to be
r i i  t0 e nme youth, as being then moft
likely to be attended with fuccefs, whilft the hu-

man
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man mind is docile and tradtable, and contrary habits 
and prejudices have not been confirmed. So that I 
íuppofe I ill all have fitly anfwered the defign of the 
Text, and the occafion of our prefent Meeting, 
when I ihall have (hewn on what accounts the time 
o f youth is judged the proper feafon for Inftrudtion,

Firji, I n the Principles o f  true Religion ; and

Secondly, I n  the Arts of honeft lnduftry.

I. F i r s t  therefore we will begin with confider- 
ing the time o f youth in that view which is the moft 
material, namely, as it is the proper feafon for 
Inftrudtion in the Principles o f true Religion.

T h i s  I judge the moft important branch of 
Knowledge, both as it refpedts the concerns o f  an 
eternal duration, and likewife as it extends its influ
ence over the whole mind, and whole behaviour o f  
Man. For he who is rightly inftrudted in the Fear 
and Knowledge of God, and taught to adt from a 
fenfe of Confcience and Duty towards him, will not 
fail to be cautious and exadt in his dealings and in- 
tercourle with men ; as being thoroughly convinced 
that he muft one day render an account o f all his 
doings, and be rewarded according to his works.

I n proportion then as fuch Knowledge is o f  the 
greateft ufe and importance for the condudt of Life, 
i t  concerns us to fee to it that it be early inftilled 
into the growing Generation, and made to take fuch 
root in the beginnings of Life, as may give reafon-

able
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able hope o f  m uch fru it to be produced in the far
ther progrefs and continuance o f  it.

W h e n  the aged Sinner is convinced o f  the evil 
o f  his paft doings, and brought to a ferious fenfe 
and purpofe o f  Repentance ; tha t is no doubt a per- 
fonal advantage to himfelf, and he has grounds to 
hope for fome reward o f  working even at the lajl 
hour. But the feafon o f his V igor and Adlivity is 
over ; he is lefs qualified for doing aits  o f fervice, 
either to the H onour o f  God, or the Edification o f  
his N eighbour : and the very remembrance o f  his 
having Jiood all the day idle, or rather in enmity and 
oppofition, whilft his faculties were ftrong and vi
gorous, and fit for adtion ; m uft greatly abate the 
iàtisfadtion which he takes, upon being reclaimed in 
the evening o f  Life, and affording God and Religion 
the feeble fervice o f his decrepit years.

A l l  this inconvenience is avoided by them, who 
are from their youth acquainted with the Precepts o f 
Religion, and habituated to the p rad ice  o f  them. 
T hey  have the fatisfa&ion to  employ the Vigor o f  
their Age, conformably to the will and appointm ent 
o f  H im , who gave them  not their faculties to be 
wafted and abufed, bu t to be diligently exerted and 
improved, to the honour o f his Nam e, and the com
m on benefit o f his Creatures. And as the reward of 
fuch V irtue w ill be great to themfelves, fo the ad
vantage of it to Mankind cannot be inconfiderable, 
whilft the ufefulnefs o f their Inftruilions is recom
mended by the light o f  their Examples, and the vi
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gorous adivity o f manly Faculties is added to diffufe 
their influence throughout the whole fphere of their 
Converfation. From  all which it is obvious to con
clude for the importance o f  an early Difcipline, or 
grounding our Youth betimes in thofe religious and 
virtuous Principles, which may make their life and 
faculties ufeful to the world, inftead of being loft in 
Ignorance, or proving detrimental by the growth o f 
Vice.

B u t  it is farther to be added, that youth is alfo 
judged the proper feafon o f Inftrudion, becaufe the 
mind is then moft docile, and eafieft to receive im- 
preflions. At the firft entrance o f  life we readily 
imbibe luch Notions and Opinions, as do iniinuate 
themfelves from the example and difcourfe o f  thofe 
with whom we ufually converfe, and for whom our 
relations and circumftance o f  life are apt to give us 
reverence. But as this might fometimes lay a wrong 
biafs, and at all times would want to be direded by 
a certain rule or method, it cannot but appear ex
tremely proper to throw in all that additional advan
tage, which may be fupplied by Care and Inftitu- 
tion, and breeding up our Youth in that regular 
progreflion o f  Knowledge, which may prepare 
them, as their faculties enlarge, for fubduing the 
corrupt Principle, and rendering a uniform obedi
ence to the Will o f  their Creator. Their difpofi- 
tions at that feafon are dudile and pliant, their me
mory tenacious and their paffions not ungovernable.
- nd then it is of moment to give all that aid to the

fentiments
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fentiments o f Religion and Virtue, which will be 
likely to perpetuate them in their maturer age, and 
diredt the whole tenor of their lives by the rules and 
maxims of folid Goodnefs. This is the moil likely 
way to reform the degeneracy o f Mankind, and im
prove the growing Generation, by giving them a 
right turn at their firil ilepping into life, and mak
ing thofe impreffions, which are not expedted to 
wear out by time, but ilrengthen and grow up with 
them.

B u t  this is what fome objedt againil as moil un- 
reafonable and abfurd, that our Youth fhould at all 
be prepoiTefTed in favour o f any particular fenti
ments or fyilem o f Religion. They would have 
them left free and indifferent to all opinions, and 
judge entirely for themfelves, as their faculties en
large and ripen, without any prejudice or reilraint 
upon their minds from the influence o f other Peo
ple. There might perhaps be fome colour for this 
conceit, if  all men were created at once with a ma
turity of judgment, and equally qualified to fearch 
and examine into the grounds o f credibility. But 
fince it is notorious, that no man can attend to every 
fort o f  evidence that may be poflibly alledged for 
every T ru th  or point o f Dodtrine in which he is 
concerned, without being at all beholden to the af- 
fiilance and report of others : fince many men have 
weaker Faculties, and many others have Hindrances 
and Occupations, which take them off from that

B clofer
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clofer attention to the proof and confequence of eve- 
ry argument : And efpecially fince we all come into 
the world in a ftate of Infancy, from which we grow 
to M aturity by flow degrees, and have need o f the 
help of frequent Hints and Admonitions, to fet us 
right in the progrefiion o f Knowledge, and teach 
the very elements o f Science: W e fee upon the 
whole that the hum an Fram e and Conftitution is fo 
ordered and contrived, as to ihew us the neceflity of 
throwing in all the aid and afliftance we are able, to 
open and unfold the rational Powers, to give them 
a right turn of Contemplation, and furniih them 
with juft and proper Sentiments. I f  Education and 
Cuftom are this way made the auxiliaries o f  
T ru th  and Virtue, let no one blame us for prom ot
ing fuch an honourable alliance. And when the 
Principles, which are thus early imbibed, (hall come 
afterwards to be confirmed by fober reafoning, there 
will be grounds rather to honour, than find fault 
with, them who were the inftruments o f fuch con
veyance. Let it be called Prejudice} if you pleafe, 
or Prepojfejjion -, fo long as it is only on the fide o f 
what is true and right, it can never turn to real 
hurt or detriment, but greatly to the fervice and ad
vantage of Mankind.

B u t  this, it will be faid, is merely accidental > 
and whilft all men teach their own opinions for 
T ru th , they who are in Error will exprefs an equal 
zeal to propagate their notions, and fpread them

where



where their influence may reach. So that, if  we 
admit the reafonablenefs o f  prepoiTeiTmg Youth with 
Principles of Religion, all parties will claim the 
benefit o f the allowance ; and if  fome are led by it 
to the acknowledgment o f the T ru th , there will be 
many others drawn into delufion to believe <i lye.

M o s t  certain it is that human Nature is in a 
ftate of imperfeition, that we are all liable to Error, 
and have no infallible Judge on earth to whom we 
may appeal. But is it hence to be concluded, that 
the young and unexperienced can have no advantage 
from the Advice and Inftrudtions o f  the elder and 
more difcerning ? or becaufe fome may happen to 
give out wrong Principles, ihall we infer from thence 
that all had better to forbear the office o f  Inilruc- 
tion, and leave the growing Generation to the dif- 
pofal of chance, or to the ilrength of their own fa
culties, undifciplined and uninformed ? I f  the fame 
Paradox were advanced in other points o f  Know
ledge, no doubt it would be eafily exploded. I f  the 
felf-taught Philofopher be not a thing utterly im- 
poflible, yet fure it is very rarely to be expedted : 
and the Negroes and Hottentots do furniih fuch a 
frightful pidture of human Nature, unimproved by 
culture and good difcipline, as can never incline us 
to give up the advantages of Education, for the fake 
of that pretended freedom of thought, which may at
tend the removal o f thofe Prejudices it brings with it.

P a r e n t s  and Governors may err in other mat
ters as well as in Religion ; they may miftake the

B 2 good
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good o f their Children or Subjeds in affairs of fecu- 
lar concern, and d ired  them to what is hurtful and 
pernicious. Bat fare it is their Duty, notwithstand
ing this, to ftudy and d ired  what is convenient for 
them according to the beil o f their judgment : and 
if  in this humane method o f proceeding, Error 
fliould fometimes be conveyed under the guife of 
T ru th , yet it is always liable to be called over again 
by freih examination ; and the reverence we have 
for thofe who had the forming o f our Principles, 
though it may reafonably reilrain us from any light 
or unadvifed deviation from them, yet it ihould not 
be allowed to clofe our eyes againft fober and ratio
nal convidion.

A t  all events the danger upon the whole will be 
much lefs confiderable in this way, than if  the Youth 
were left, w ithout reftraint or diredion, to the 
chance o f untaught Reafonings, and unaffiited col- 
ledion of their own Enquiries. For beiides that 
they would be able to learn very little meerly by 
their private obfervation and experience, it could 
hardly be otherwife in the courfe of things, but that 
fome Prejudice or other mufl lay hold on them. 
They have Appetites and Paillons born within them, 
which are ufeful when kept under a proper regiment, 
but muft needs be the fource of great diforder and 
confufion, when fuffered to grow headitrong and 
imperious. Thefe, in young People, are ufually 
difplay’d with more vivacity, and have need o f all 
the reftraints o f  wholefome Difcipline, and all the

help
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help o f fober and ferious Inftrudtion, to keep them 
from growing utterly exorbitant. T he world about 
them abounds with Examples of different kinds, but 
chiefly fuch as are not condudted by the precepts of 
cleareft Reafon, and rules of folid Virtue. And if 
thefe are to be look’d on, without caution, by the 
heat and temerity o f Youth, that eagerly catches at 
what ftrikes in with Inclination, and gives the pre
ference, not w ith foundnefs of Judgment, but preci
pitancy of Aftedtion.

So that after all, the proper queftion is, not whe
ther our Youth ihould be prepoiTeifed with Prejudice 
or no (fince fome Prejudice or other, it feems, is 
unavoidable) but whether it is better their Prepof- 
feflions ihould arife from the Inftrudtion of Perfons 
o f fuperior Knowledge, or from the lawlefs mo
tions of uncontrouled Concupifcence, and predomi
nancy of corrupt AfFedtion : —  whether our natural 
Corruptions, but too ftrong o f themfelves, fhould 
be left to gain additional ftrength by cuftom and in
dulgence, — or whether all the force and power that 
can give, would not much better be thrown into the 
fcale of Virtue. The great importance hereof both 
to our prefent and future welfare, and alfo to the 
publick Security; this muft needs be a fufficient 
argument in behalf of a religious and virtuous 
Education: and if  fuch Education is not fure to be 
always free from Error, yet no error which it brings 
can equal the mifchiefs o f a general Licentioufnefs,

and
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and having Touth bred up without the curb and re- 
ilraint of good Principles inftilled into them. T he 
wifdom of Governors, and the care of Parents, or 
fuch to whom the paternal Right and Authority de
volves, may generally be fuppofed to provide m uch 
better for their welfare and improvement, than the 
cafual progrefs o f unaffifted Faculties, or any other 
method that can be prefcribed either for their own 
or for the common Good.

T h u s  far we have confidered the yoke or difci- 
pline of Touth, in refpedt of the principles of Reli
gion and Virtue. After this we are to coniider it 
farther in the

II. S e c o n d  place,  with regard to the Arts o f 
honeft Induftry, which is another neceifary part o f 
their Inftrudtion.

As the occafions of Society do require that its 
Members be employed in different Occupations, in 
order to furniih out, in great variety, thofe fuitable 
Provifions of Life, which cannot be fupplied by one 
or a few hands : fo the intereil of the individuals, to 
provide each a Subfiilence for himfelf, makes it for 
the moft part neceifary to betake themfelves to fome 
ftated Bufinefs or Employment, which they may be 
able to difpatch with greater readinefs, and feek their 
own accommodation, by being fubfervieiit to the 
publick utility. I f  People were not addidted to dif- 
tindt Occupations, and fo ufed to fupply one ano
ther with the produdt of their lkill and labour, but

air



the Society cor re f ponding  ̂ See. 1 5

all left to look out for themfelves as their occaiions 
and neceffities required, there could be little expec
tation o f progrefs to be made in any Art or M anu
facture, we might every where look to fee Diftrefs 
and Poverty, and the natural confequences of them, 
Rapine and Violence. No one in that cafe could 
provide what was neceffary for himfelf, or be ex
pected to excel in any part of Labour, where none 
was duly cultivated.

A n d  if  it be neceifary to fet People apart for 
diftindt Occupations and Profeflions of Life, no 
doubt but the time o f  Youth is the moft proper fea- 
fon for fuch feparation, on the fame accounts which 
were before fuggefted in refpedt of the Knowledge 
of Religion. T o  enter upon Bufinefs in the decline 
o f Life would afford but a difcouraging profpedt, 
whatever ikill and improvement might happen to 
be attained by them who fhould have courage to 
attempt it. The decays o f Age, and natural Infir
mity, will greatly retard and interrupt the purfuits 
of the moft refolute Induftry, and make its produc
tions much lower and lefs confiderable. And death, 
in a ihort time, muft be expedted to put an end to 
all, and cut off the advantages with which they 
might be flatter’d by their late acquifitions of Know
ledge and Experience. But when our Youth are 
bred to Bufinefs and honeft Induftry, much good is 
likely to enfue from their future vigor and adtivity,. 
the flower of their age will turn to publick benefit, 
and length of days will make it more extenfive. I f

fome
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fome of thefe fhould be cut off by immature and 
untimely death, yet the generality will ftand as a 
ftock for future times, as long as God fees fit to 
continue a fucceflion o f men to inhabit and culti
vate this earth.

A n d  as moft fruit is expe&ed from the length 
and continuance of their labour : fo in tru th  they 
are then moft apt to learn the fecret knack or me
thod of any Craft or Occupation, as well as the 
principles or elements of Science. W hen the facul
ties are opening and growing towards maturity, that 
is the proper feafon to imprint any peculiar ftamp 
or charaóter upon the mind, and give it that turn 
and inclination to Bufinefs, which could hardly be 
attempted with equal fuccefs in more advanced 
years. The ground-work which is laid in the ten
der age of Youth, will grow ftronger and more con
firmed in their maturer years : and then great pro- 
grefs and improvement is likely to be made on that 
foundation. But if  the faculties are left to ftiffen, 
before any attempts to make the firft impreffion, 
no doubt the work muft go more difficultly on, 
and the neck, which has never been accuftomed to 
the yoke, will find it more galling and uneafy. 
There is a certain awkwardnefs and ill grace, that 
attends the learning o f new methods in the advance 
of life ; and it proceeds in good meafure from the 
difficulty of bending our joints and nerves, as well 
as of ufing the faculties o f  the mind in a way to 
which they have not been addifted.

B u t ,
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B u t ,  which is worfe than all, by being difufed 
to  proper Bufinefs and Employment, o f courfe they 
contract an habitual indolence and unfitnefs for Bu- 
fmefs, or rather a vicious attachment to fuch hu rt
ful methods of filling up their time, and exercifing 
their adlivity, as do naturally conduce to the im
pairing of their health, the debauching of their prin
ciples, and endangering the common peace and 
fafety. This, in all ranks and degrees o f men, is 
apt to be attended with fatal confequences. But in 
thofe, whofe circumftance o f life requires the la
bour of their hands to find their own fupport, it 
cannot but be judged big with the greateft evils, and 
threaten the community with moft excream danger. 
For whilft their Vices are heighten’d to demand a 
greater expence in the fupply of them, and they at 
the fame time are immerfed in fuch Idlenefs as pro
vides not for the leaft; which way can we look to 
have their cravings fatisfied, without fnatching from 
others what is wanting to themfelves, and wafting 
the neighbourhood with Fraud and Violence? So 
long as there are but few guilty of fuch diforder, the 
care and watchfulnefs of civil Governors may re- 
ftrain and keep them within bounds. But when 
their numbers increafe, and the malignity is fpread 
and diffufed among the populace, their wants then 
aik fupplies in proportion to their numbers, and the 
hands which ihould labour in the fervice of the pub- 
lick, are fo taken off and enervated themfelves, as to 
prove a burden rather than a defence -, or elfe are in-

C ftigated
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itigated to overthrow the fence and enclofure o f the 
Laws, through the diforderly exceffes of unbridled 
appetite.

T h e  mifchief mull increafe, if any blind Super- 
ftition be thrown in to enflame their PaiTions, and 
make them by principle the Enemies o f  thofe who 
have learnt the dodrines of Religion in greater pu
rity. T ha t ignorance and dilfolutenefs of manners, 
which grows from the negled o f Bufinefs and good 
Difcipline, as it is apt to poffefs men with falfe fen- 
timents of Religion, and lay them open to error and 
impoilure, fo it is eafily blown up to make them 
fierce and cruel, in their treatment o f other People, 
fpreading ruin and deftrudion as far as they have 
force to do it.

T  o prevent thefe fad enormities, we fee the need 
there is o f  looking back to the prefcription o f the 
I ext, that they iliould be made to bear the yoke in  
their youth, the yoke o f Inftrudion and good Difci
pline, to breed them in the fear and nurture o f the 
Loi d, to arm them with Principles of true Religion 
and Virtue, and train them to fuch habitual Indus
try and Skill in Bufinefs, as may effedually fecure a 
iupply of their own wants, by promoting the com
mon welfare and profperity.

A nd  now, though the nature o f our Subjed is 
iucli as needs no laboured Application to the occa
sion o f the prefent meeting, yet that Occafion withal 
is fuch as deferves to be recommended to the notice

and
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and encouragement o f good People, that they may 
fee and embrace a very fignal opportunity of fetting 
forward that virtuous Inftitution and Difcipline of 
Youth, which has been fhewn to be fo highly advan
tageous to them, both in their temporal and fpiricual 
concerns, and withal fo greatly conducive to the 
peace and good o f the Community.

B e s i d e s  the other Poor o f Ireland, there are 
many of the Irifo Natives bred up in great Ignorance 
and habitual Idlenefs -, and in confequence of fuch 
negledt, they labour under great diftrefs and pover
ty, as being deftitute of the proper means of raifing 
a fubiiftence. At the fame time there are large 
traits o f Land lie wafte and uncultivated, which 
might furniih employment for many hands, at once 
providing for their own fupport, and fecuring peace 
and plenty to the whole Kingdom. T he Natives 
beforementioned have a peculiar Language of their 
own, which is not to be learned without great diffi
culty ; and this has heretofore been a confiderable 
matter of obftrudtion to the endeavours which were 
ufed for their Converfion. And though the neceiTary 
intercourfe and commerce between them, and the 
Englijh, has now in a good meafure worn out this 
difference, and obliged them to ufe the Englijh 
Tongue in their tranfadtions with us -, yet ftill having 
their own Language in ufe among themfelves, the 
pooreft and moft remote of them muft be expedted 
to be mailers o f no other, and the Children will 
have need of Englijh Schools and Schoolmafters to

C 2 in ftrud t
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.Afls 
xxvi. 25.

in ftrud  them. For the moft part they are bred u p  
with ftrong averiion and antipathy againft our Laws, 
our Cuftoms, our Religion ; and having little capa
city to judge of the evidence of T ru th , or the 
grounds of their Belief, they eafily fuck in the fal
lacies of Popiih Emiffaries, and are poffeiTed with 
the darkeft fuperftitions of that Church, fuch as pafs, 
not on their votaries in other places, where the light 
of the Reformation fhines with greater ftrength, to 
give a jufter fenfe of Chriftianity, and make their 
Delufions not likely to go down without difguife and 
palliation.

N  o doubt it would be a charitable work, to en
deavour the Inftrudion o f the elder Zealots, and 
preach to them the wo-rds o f truth and fobernefs. 
But alas ! with perfons grown old in prejudice, the 
fuccefs muft be expeded to be flow and inconfidera- 
ble ; or if  their difpofitions were more favourable in 
themfelves, yet the Anathema’s denounced by Popiih 
Priefts would terrify them from approaching to
wards us: as has been fadly experienced in fome 
memorable attempts of this kind, when our Clergy, 
after great pains and afliduity to preach to them in- 
their own Language, have been gladly heard by nu
merous Congregations, till the terror of Church- 
cenfures frighted away their audience, and taught 
them to invert the Apoftle’s. expoftulation — How  
(hall they preach, when there are none to hear ?

T h e R e m ay  be better h o p e ,  w h e n  w e  in f t r u d
hildren, on whom fuch Prejudices have not taken*

hold,



hold, who may learn our Language and Religion at 
the fame time, and be inftru&ed in fuch knowledge 
of the Scriptures, as will eftablifh and confirm their 
Principles when grown up, and prevent the danger 
o f their falling back into the errors of their Fathers, 

T h e  poverty of the Parents induces them to 
give up the Children to fuch charitable Education :
And fure a very honourable advantage is made of 
their neceflity, when, together with taking off a 
burden too great to be endured, you put them in the 
fafeft way to everlafting felicity, and breed them in 
fuch ufeful knowledge, as ihall confirm them more 
and more in the Principles they have imbibed, and 
enable them to render a reaj'on o f the hope that is in ,I.Pet- 
them. W hat makes this moft effectual, is your giv- *5'
ing the Children an entire Maintenance, without 
which the good Inftrudtions they received at School, 
would be in danger of being every day defeated, by 
converfing at home with their deluded Parents.

A n d  as the fear o f their perverfion to Popery is 
by this means fet aiide, fo their moral behaviour 
out of School is capable of better regulation, or their 
miibehaviour of being fuitably corrected, whilft they 
are kept ft ill, as it were, under the fame care and 
infpedion, by being united in one family. They are 
here out of the way of bad example, and not liable 
to that corruption,which the licentioufnefsof Friends 
or Neighbours might be apt to fpread among them.

N o  mean advantage this muft be efteemed, by 
thofe. who attend to the danger that arifes from na

tural
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tural propenfity, how forward to catch every con
tagion of this fort, how eafy to yield itfelf a prey 
to the temptation. And yet the advantage is en- 
creafed by being fortified with Chrijiian Principles} 
that they may not only be free from Vice in this 
early part o f  their age, but derive withal fuch a fe- 
rious fenfe o f duty, as may fecure them in the fol
lowing ftages of life, and be a ftrong Prelervative 
againit the temptations they ihall meet with in the 
world. Thus at the fame time as they are made 
Protejiants in the negative fenfe, as that word de
notes an exclufion o f  the errors and corruptions of 
the church of Rome, they will alfo grow, in the af
firmative fenfe, to be found and fober Cbrijlians, 
rooted and built up and eftabliihed in purer Chrifii- 
anity. Their attendance at the W orihip, and in- 
ftrudtion in the Catechifm, of the church o f  England, 
will give them iuch a feafoning, as, it may be hoped, 
will laft to their maturer years, and make them in- 
ilrumental in tranfmitting to future Generations the 
great advantages they have received themfelves.

B u t  as the fenfe of Religion cannot be expedted 
to be long kept up, without a civilized and orderly 
way o f living, nor that, without a general applica
tion to fuch honeft courie o f  Bufinefs, as may at 
once fatisfy the cravings o f appetite under proper 
regulation, and anfwer the occafions o f Society : fo 
it is one great recommendation of the Charity be
fore us, that it inures the Touth to diligence and la
bour, and breeds them to fuch uleful employment,

as
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as may provide a comfortable fubfiftence for them
felves, and fupply the publick with necefiary Ma- 
nufadures. Thus will their religious and fecular 
Education become fubfervient to each other: the 
one teaching them, from confcience towards Gods 
to difcharge the duties o f  their feveral Callings; and 
the other, by the frequent exercife of that duty 
habituating and difpofing them to a religious frame 
and temper, and making them taile the fweetnefs o f 
thofe fruits which grow from it.

S u c h  Charity can be no where better placed than 
in Ireland,, where there are fuch numbers o f poor 
People unemployed, becaufe untaught and unexpe
rienced ; and at the fame time fuch trads o f Land 
that lie uncultivated, fufficient to find employment 
for them, and give profpeft o f a great increafe. 
T he improvements in particular, that have been 
made in the Linnen Manufacture, do point out an 
eafy way for breeding up the youth of both fexes h* 
a ufeful manner, both for the culture of the ground, 
and working up the produce. And though this ex
cludes not other parts o f Huibandry, and appoint
ing fome of the Children to other o f the lower oc
cupations of life, yet it ihews how to provide for 
great numbers, without danger o f overilocking, or 
being an hindrance to each other.

T h e  advantage to them would be greatj if  it 
were only that it keeps them employ’d, and fecures 
them from that idlenefs and vicious inactivity, which 
is fo often the ground o f degeneracy in our Touth,

and
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Prov. 
xxii. 2*

and lays them open to thofe temptations o f fenfua- 
lity and violence, to which People in a bufier ftate 
o f  life are lefs expofed. But when to this it is added 
that they are put in the way to provide a comfort
able Subfiftence for themfelves, and to breed up 
thofe Families God may hereafter give them : this 
reprefents the benefit as moft extenfive, feeding the 
Poor out o f their own Labour, and handing down 
the lefions and examples of Induftry to future ages.

N o r  are the Poor the only gainers by fuch fea- 
fonable and well-appointed relief. T he people of 
better condition will reap the fruit of their labours, 
and be fupplied with thofe neceifaries or conveni
ences of life, which could not be provided with their 
own hands, but are willingly purchafed with fuch 
xeafonable reward of the Artificer, as may fpread the 
comfort of a competency through the country round 
them, and ihew that the meeting o f the rich and poor 
is providentially defigned to be ferviceable to each 
other, and remind us that God is the Maker o f  them 
all.

N a y  not only the Provisions o f life arc more ea- 
fily fupplied ; but a way is laid open for the enlarge
ment of Trade and Commerce, which cannot be 
carried to any great extent, without the diligent ap
plication of the lower fort of People, and their be
ing inured to Labour and honeft Bufinefs. And as 
the increafe of Trade is naturally followed by the 
increafe of Wealth and Plenty, we fee from hence 
the inconvenience of having fo many hands fuffered
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to lie idle, which might be ufefully employed to
the enriching of the nation, by exchanging their
own manufacture for the commodities o f other 
countries.

T h e  experience that is already made byopetffto- 
lèverai o f thefe Schools, and the improvement thaï 
is found from the labour o f the Poor joined with 
their inftrudtion in religious Principles, gives-grounds 
to prefage a happy alteration in the condition o f 
that neighbouring Kingdom, and from thence no 
. a l l  acceihon o f fafety to our own. An agreement 
in religion and in civil interefts with ourfefves will 
naturally extinguifli thofe Prejudices which ’have 
long polîeiîed them ; and then every addition to 
their wealth and fecurity, will be a ftrengthnino- to 
the Government they live under, and inftead of the 
dangers which have threatned heretofore, will d e a r 
ly promote the common peace and fafety. &This 
gives a moft encouraging profpeit o f the good fruit 
to be expedted, when thefe Schools (hall be extend
ed through the whole Kingdom, and become fuffi- 
cienc nurferies for the Children of the Poor -  for 
thoie efpecially of Popifli Parents, -  and moft of 
all tor thoie among the N ative Jrijh, who are ftill 
ft rangers to our Language, as well as enemies to our 
Nation and Religion, and whom there appears no
other way fo likely to bring to terms of réconcilia- 
non.
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B u t  a work of fo extenfive a nature requires the 
help of liberal Contributions, to fet it forward, and 
fpread it in fuch manner, as {hall anfwer the exigen
ces of the cafe. T he  building of Houfes, the pur- 
chaling of Furniture and Clothes and working Im
plements, the payment of Salaries, and the daily 
expence of Diet, beyond what can be looked for 
from the work o f young Beginners, do all fhew the 
need of charitable Combinations, to aflift in this 
labour of Love, and eafe a burden which is too 
great to be fupported by a few. T o  this end it is 
thankfully acknowledged that many generous Bene
factors have appeared in both Kingdoms. At this 
time it deferves to be particularly mentioned, that 
the School which was defigned to be ereCted in the 
neighbourhood of Dublin for forty Boys, to be em
ployed chiefly in Flax-dr effing, and ferve as a nurfery 
to fupply other parts of the Kingdom, is aifured 
now, by a frefh bounty o f the Primate, to be foon 
brought into execution. And as the ufefulnefs of the 
defign comes to be more and more under flood, and 
effectually recommended by the experience of what 
is done already, we may hope that the account of 
Benefadtions will increafe, till the number o f thefe 
Schools ihall bear a tolerable proportion to the Oc- 
caflon that demands them, and be advanced to fuch 
a ftate and method, as ihall make them capable o f 
being fupported at a lefs expence. In the mean

time;,



time, let us be affured, that God is not unmindful 
to accept, to profper, to reward this Service j and 
whatever is charitably done to one oj the le aft o f thejè m a  
our brethren, our bleiTed Saviour promifes he will xxv‘ 40< 
receive as done unto himfelf.

T o  Him, with the Father and the Holy G hoû 
be all Honour and Glory,

_____ the Society correfponding, &c.  21
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the Society.
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R ight Reverend L ord Bifhop of

Killaloe.
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f  Reverend Thomas Kynaflon , 
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Edward Knatchbull Efq; 
f  Simon Kerich of Harleflon in 

Norfolk, Efq;
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L .
R ight Honourable Lord Vif- 

count Limerick.
E  2 Right
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Reverend Daniel Letablier M . A . 
Charles Lambert Efq;
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M r. Nicholas Lambert.

M r. David Latouche.
M .

R ight Honourable Earl of Mon-
truth.

R ight Honourable E arl of Mount-

Alexander.
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^zvzxtndtfhomasMangeyl^LsX). 
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Sydenham Malthus E fq;
'I* William Manley E fq ;
Francis Morres E fq;
William Mafon Efq;
^  Captain William Mabbot•
1" R°ger Mainwaring E fq;

Anthony
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Thomas Nejbit E fq ;
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M ^jbr
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M r. Charles Prince.
-j- M r. Samuel Pope.
-j- M r. James Porter.

R ight Honourable E arl o f  Rof-
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Reverend
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Reverend'
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Annual
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Annual S u b s c r i p t i o n s  received between D ecem b . 3 1 .  1740»

and Decemb. 31 . 1 7 4 1 .
.1740. _ '  /. s. d.
Jan. 2. A  y l R .  William Loxham, »■■■■—. -  — - ■ ■ j x

Feb. 9. I V X  ^ er û ra c e  the Duchefs of Kent, to ift January pail, ÿ 5 —
19. Mrs. Mary Corbett, to Chriitmafs 1 7 4 0 . ------------------------  2 2
24. Honourable Augnftus Scbutz Efq; ■-■■■■ -  — ■ - 5 ̂    
28. M r. Benjamin. C,ole% »■■■■« ■« 1 i _.
4. M r. John W ills tl —----------» — ——  1 \  

18. Rev. M r. John Caflelmany o f  Briftvl, — ... . - — 2 2 —
1741 iApf.U  R igh t Honourable Edward Southwell Efq; ----------  ■■■■■-— 5 5 _

Rev. M r. Edzuard B ar i l l  L L .  B. — — ■ ■ -  2 2 —
Rev. D r. Eljmere fubfcribêd annually, and paid ■— ■■ 2 2 —
Francis Lutterel Efq; fubfcribed annually from Michaelmas 

pail T w o  Guineas, and paid to  th e  25th o f  March laft half >  1 1 —
a Year’s Subfcriptfon, ——  . . .. ■— .—— 3

i i .  Right Honourable the Lord Maynard, — ■—------------------------------------- * - 10 — ^
22. Rev. Mr. Archdeacon Vyfe, ----------  —  2 2 —
24. R igh t Rev. the Lord Biihop o f  London, —.......  5 5
25. M r. Peter Sergeanty junior, - — 2 2 ___-
28. R ight Rev. the Lord  Biihop of Litchfield and Coventry, ------ 4  4  __

May 2. M r. Stephen Wi?itbropy i i
5. R ight Rev. the L ord  Biihop o f  Rochefier, — ■ — ■« 5

26. Simon Kerich Ëfq; ... ■ ■ —  — ■■ ■ — r  <-
June 4. M r. Chattes 'Pôle, - -----—  1 -  . - ....... - 'Ç —*

12. John Choroid Efq; **■■■■>■ ‘ ■■ 5 5 _,
M r. Ifaac Waldo, for two Years, —■........  .  —  .  2 2 —.

•S’r// . 16. Slingsby Bethell Efq; » --■-■■■ * 2 2 —
24. Rev. M r. Tborrtas Birch F. R. S. ■ —■ ■ ' —  2 2 —.
25. Sir JW //  Chatman Bart. ■— ■■ .. - ■ ■■ c r ___

X ) M .  7. M r. John W ills , ~  -  ----------  1 \ _
James Latouche Efcj; fubfcribed annually, and paid on Admimon 2 2 —

9. M r. Hutnphry D  Un ca lf 9 —  2 2 —
2 1 . R ight Rev. the Lord Biftiop o f Chefier, ■ ■■■ —  5 5 —

Rev. Dr. Goodwin, »- ■"■■■ ■ ■ ■ - .....—  — ■ 2 —   
Rev. M r. Archdeacon Peploe, ■■■—  -— —— 1 1  
Rev. Air. Richard Milward, *---------  .. _«  j 0 6
M r. John Monlfon, -■ ■ - ----- — -  ■- 1 j  
Mrs. Anne Whitfield. --------- .------- 70 6

Nov. 27. Sir John Barnard Kt. and Alderman, •--------------- - r r
Dec. 2. Rev. Dr. Wilfon,  --------------  „■ -, « 1

5. Rev. M r. ^ £ 7 ;  Johnfon, , — ■■■■■ * —— ----------   2
10. Mr. Stephen Peter Godin, — — ---------------------   -■ 1

M r. William Loxham,
15. Mr. Benjamin Cole, — — -■ —- ,  . . .  ----------  j
16. Daniel Lambert Efq; Aldermaln, ----------  ■—  . -  2 2

i
2 
I

i i 
i

17. M r. Btirghj fubfcribed annually, and paid —« 1 1
30. Robert P . Barnard Efq; — — ----- ----- g 3 __

F Total 1 1 8 1 7 —*
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The Correfpondtng Society in London, # Dr.

To the Incorporated Society in Dublin, &c.

174°. ^T "*Q  Cafli remaining fof Ballance December 31ft, 174°- 4 2 1 8
Jan. 1. 1  T o  ditto, received from a Perfon unknown, -------  3 0 ---------*-

7. T o  ditto, from the Rev. M r. Southern, by Henry Newman Efq; 1 1 —
27. T o  ditto, by the H on. Colonel Scbutz, ------  -------  Ç 5 —
20. T o  ditto, by a Perfon unknown, --------« -------- -- 20 —  —

Feb, 18. T o  ditto, by J . Choroid Efq; being part o f  the half yearly Pro- ?  _
duce o f  a Legacy, from a Perfon who defir’d  to be unknown 5  *

Mar. 4. T o  ditto, from a Perfon unknown, by the H on. J .  Caulfield Efq; 1 1 —
T o  ditto, by M r. Richard Holmes, —  _  10 —  —

7. T o  ditto, by a Perfon unknown, ■ » ----------- 5 5 —
12. T o  ditto, by Anthony Walburge Efq; "  — - 50 —  —
18. T o  ditto, by the Rev. Dr. Ja m a  King , - 2 2 —
19. T o  ditto, by  M r. Robert Peirce, —  —----  ------ ------— 2 2
23. T o  ditto,from theR t.R ev.Ld.B p. o f Bangor,byRçvS)eanCopping,10 10 —

î y^i.Apr. i . T o  ditto, from James Latoucbe Efq; by Francis Lutterel Efq; — 10 6
7. T o  ditto, from R t.H on .^ r/# .Q // /70«/Efq; by Hon. J  .Temple Efq; 5 5

T o  ditto, from a Perfon unknown, - -----------  20 —
16. T o  ditto, by a Legacy from the late Mr. Edward Cat I in o f?

London, b.y his W idow  and Exec. Mrs. Mary Cat.lin, — j
17. T o  ditto, by William Benjon Efq; Auditor o f  the Impreft, —  5 5 —
20. T o  ditto, from a young Lady unknown, by M r. S.P.Godin, —-  1 11 6

zoA p r.17 4 1.*To ditto, by a Perfon w ho defires to be unknown, —  2 2 —
22. T o  ditto, by the Rev. M r. Charles Haughtry, ---------- ----------  8 8 —
24. T o  ditto, by a Perfon defiring to be unknown, ■■■ ■ 1 1 —
26. T o  ditto, by W illiam Churchman Efq; ---------- ----------  1 1 —

May 6. T o  ditto, by a Gentleman defiring to be concealed, --------— 3 1 2  —
25. T o  ditto, by a Perfon unknown, - ■ ■ ■— —  10 6

June 5. T o  ditto, by William D rifter Efq; ■ -----* -----------10 10.*—
9. T o  ditto, by Mrs. Dionyfia Long, o f  Bath , ■ ■ — — ------- 50 —  —

19. T o  ditto., from a Perfon defiring to be concealed, — 1 1 —
20. T o .d i t to ,  by the Rev. M r. Thomas Williams, - ■■■* 2 2 —

July  I .  T o  ditto, by William Beddingfield Efq; -■ ■ ■ • 2 2  —
T o  ditto, from a Gentleman unknown, by Rev. M r. Terrick, 1 1 —

2. T o  ditto, by a Perfon unknown, ----------------  —  3 3 —
17. T o  ditto, by Bryan Benfon Efq; ■ . — ■ ----- 5 5 —

Aug. 31. T o  ditto, by Jofeph Godfrey Efq; ------------------- --------- - 2 2 —
Sept. 10. T o  ditto, from. Henry Sa.lzu.ey. of E l ton Efq; by H. Newman Efq; 1 1 —

28. T o  ditto, by J .  B. L L .  D.  ----------------■ — ■ 5 5 —
Ociob. 16. T o  ditto, by a Perfon unknown, «..... ......  .....................  20 —

Nov. 30. T o  q°, by Legacy'-from the fate Wlr.J'obnDavis, by Mr. Savage, &C.40 —• —
Dec. 2. l o  ditto, by Thomas Godfrey Efq; --------------- ----------*— 2 2 —

T o  ditto, by the Rev. Mr. Francis Southern, by H. Newman Efq; 1 1 —
3. To ditto, by Sydenham Maltbus Eiq; ------------------ ------- $ 5

To ditto, by the Rev. M r. Ne If  ok oi Oxon,. - —  ■ -  1 1 —
24. I o ditto, by Mr. Thomas. Fames, —-----—  ■ —— 2: 2 — •

T o  AnnualSubfcriptions receiv’d from 3 i Dec. 1740. to 3 1 Dec. 1741* inclti'f. 118' 17 —

Expreííéd fo by Dcfire,
I I
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Per Contra, qt

174'- I  s d

BY  remitted at fundry times by Bills o f Exchange, { * .  to y
the Lord Primate o f all Ireland, from the 3 l it  o f De- > 3 , 8 ,  „
cember, 1740. to the 31ft o f December, 1741 .  -  J

By Cafti paid for Prim ing, Covering, dsV. fundry T ra fts  of-.
the Society, 3000 Copies o f the Lord Biihop o f Bangor's)
bermon, preached before this Society, M arch  1 8. 1740. ForC
the U fe o f the Library, Secretary’s Salary, and fundry D if - f  I ? °  14 ~ '
burfements for MefTenger, Books, Paper, A dvertifem en ts,\
&c. within the faid time, __ _  J

1741» Decemb. 31ft.  B y  Caih remaining for Ballance —  8 17 2

557  14 z
Note, T h e  R ev. D r . Hates fent religious Books to the Value o f 25 /. as 

a rrefent to the Incorporated Society, from a Lady who defires to be concealed.

m e  Secretary is directed to return the T hanks o f the Society to their
feveral B e n e f a c t o r s  ; who are hereby humbly defired to accept 
of the fame. r

Names o f  Perfom appointed to receive Benefit! in, s and S u t-  
fc r .p t,om m  London, fo r  the Ufe o f  the Society in Ireland.

A Ndrew Drummond E fq; Treafurer to the C or-7
refponding Society, ____ _ >Charing-Crofi.

Albert Nefbitt Efq; in ____. ____  r  1 «
Meilleurs Hoare and Arnold, in _ _  ~ L .  ^ Z Z Í T

Meilleurs IVogan and Afpinwall, __ __ __ __Spring-G arden,

M r Lawrence Cole, Secretary to the Correfponding? R r i Z f c ô j f c .  
S ocety , at the _  _  -  }  b ufe in C o M

hole, Several Bénéficions and Contributions have been received 
lince the 3 1 ft of December, i 7 4 t . which will be duly acknow- 
ledged in the Society’s Accounts to be pubJiihed next Year.

Form o f  a Bequejl, or Legacy. 
j T e r n ,  I  give, devife, and bequeath the Sum  of

to the  Incorporated Society in D u b lin , for p rom oting  E M  P r o t e c t  
m  Irelar- A  purluant to H is M ajerty’s Royal Charter °  '  ^

J



A D V E R T I S E M E N T .
Juft Publiihed,

For the Ufe of Families of all Denominations, Price i 1. 2 s. a Dozen> 
bound in Sheep, to thofe that give them away,

In fcribed  to  the  M o f t  R ev e re n d  the  A rch b ifh o p s ,  and  R ig h t  R e v e re n d  an d  
R ig h t  H ono u rab le  and  W o r t h y  G o v e rn o r s  and  M e m b e rs  o f  th e  T w o  So
cieties, f o r  Propagating the Gofpel in Foreign P a r ts , and  Prom oting C h r if-  
tian Knowledge at Hom e,

By the Right Reverend Father in G od, 
T H O M A S ,  Lord Biihop of Sodor and Man>

T H E

K N O W L E D G E  and P R A C T I C E

C H R I S T I A N I T Y

Made eafy to the Meaneft Capacities :
O R,  A  N

E S S A Y
T o w a r d s a n

Infiruction for the I n d i a n s ,
W hich will be o f  Ufè 

T a  alt fuch C h r is t ia n s  as have not well confiderM the Meaning 
o f  the R e l i g i o n  they profefs ; or who pr'óféfs to .know G  O D° 
but in W o r  k s  do deny H im .
In  fever al fhort, plain , and fa m ilia r  D i a l o g u e s .

T o g e t h e r  wi t h

F a m i ly  a n d  P r iv a te  P R A Y E R S  a n d
M E D I T A T I O N S ,

The T h i r d  E d i t i o n , with large A d d i t i o n s  ; and
Corrected throughout.

V u  t  j  t r  r  r °  wh î c h  ar e n o w  pre fixed ,
t h e  ï S d  Ï Ï Ï m f  r ^ ND01,>S L e t t e ,r  t0  *?is C k t 37>  à f e .  a n d  la rg e  E x t r a c t s  f ro m  
t h e  t l  r P D ° G l o u c e s t e r  s a n d  O x f o r d ’s la te  e x c e l le n t  S e r m o n s  b e fo re

and P k W T̂ T “nS < ^ 2 fpel ÍU ForeiZn Parts ’ ~  and the Learned and Pious Monfieur P a s c a l ’s T M g b ts on Religion, Set.

L ’p Pnntel i a"-M S°!d by -]oHN OsB0Rn , > ^ .  at the Golden Ball in
r t  r  T  i l i l ï  f  7 ,»  ?  3 confiderab,e Abatement in the Price to fuch cha-

r  ft Ve ,, PO ed 1 e -f0nS 33 talie an.v Numbcr h a l k  A D o z e n  to ghe  
N  T r  L  me’ j° ,r / n T  Colonies abroad. S

. -»• To this Edition is added —  T h e  f  rue M ethod of Keeping the Load's Day H o ly .


