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R E P O R T ,  &C.

Mr. C h a i r m a n .

I N  purfuance o f  the following refolution, paffed on 
T h u rld ay , 6th M arch, 179 4 .— v iz .— R e s o l v e d , 
T h a t  the following members be a committee, to take 
from the minute book a b rief ftatement o f  the origi­
nal inftitution o f  this Affociation, the general and 
bye-law s, and a lift o f  the prefent members, in  
order to have them printed for the ufe o f  the mem­
bers, and information o f  others, v iz . R ev. G . Horan, 
M r. W atfon , feu. R e v . G . G raydon, H ugh Skeys, 
E lq. R ev . James M axw ell, John M acaulay, Efq. 
and General Straton. Y o u r committee have appli­
ed themfelves to the accompliihment o f  the bufinefs 
w ith w hich they were entrufted, and report to you 
this day the extraits which they have formed. T h e y  
have declined making any obfervations, how ever 
ample the field, and pleafing iuch an exercife, 011 
the humanity and wifdom  o f  this inftitution, or the 
benefits that muft eniue to individuals and the com ­
munity at large from its faccefs. T h efe  motives and 
benefits have been moil truly and im preflively dif- 
p layed in the able produdtions o f  our w orthy mem­
bers the R e v . M r. G raves and the R ev. Doftor

A  2 Burrowes ;
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Burrowes ; w e therefore haften to difcharge the duty 
impofed upon us.

T lie  Affociation for difcountenancing V ic e  and 
promoting the P raitice o f  Virtue and Religion, 
Commenced on the 9th o f  October, 1792, confuting 
o f  three members on ly, and the motives o f  their 
affociating they declared in their firft refolution as
follows :

R e s o l v e d , T h a t the rapid progrefs w hich infi­
delity and immorality are making throughout the 
kingdom, calls loudly on every individual both of 
the clergy and laity, w ho has at heart the welfare o f  
his country or the honor o f  O od, to exert all his 
powers to Item the baneful torrent. But, as many 
m ay be difheartened by confidering the impotence 
o f  feparate attempts to difcountenance vice and 
promote the caufe o f  religion and piety, it appears 
to us advifeable to affociatefor that laudable pnrpofe. 
T h e y  farther refolved on holding their meetings 
w eekly or oftener i f  n eceffary; that one perfon 
ihould be ehofen to prefide during that meeting ( 1 ) ;  
that a fecretary be chofen to take minutes o f  the 
proceedings ; that the neceffary expences o f  the 
Affociation ihould be fupported b y  voluntary con­
tributions o f  the members, and fuch other perions 
as m ay be w illing to advance the purpofes o f  the 
inftitution; and that the following ihould be the fub- 
jedts o f  their future difcuffion.

T h e  religious education o f  the rifing generation 
b y  parents, fchool-maiters, and others. T h e  bell 
means o f  promoting a regular and conscientious 
attendance upon public worihip and the holy com ­
munion. H ow  to reliore the pradiice o f  fam ily 
prayer. H ow  m oil effectually to prevent intempe­

rance

( i ) Vide third bye-law refpeiling the prefident.



rance in all ranks o f  men. H ow to diftouragc 
luxury, diffipation, and extravagance in the upp^r 
and middle claffes, both o f  males and females. 
How to prevent prophane curling and fwearing, aim 
particularly the horrid crime o f  perjury, W ha:- 
may be the belt means o f  enforcing the law s in 
being againít im m orality, and whether it m ay be 
expedient] to folicit any, and what further law s for 
the fame purpofe. T h e  belt means oi promoting 
honefty and indu It ry , and o f  dilcouraging idleneis 
and beggary. H ow  the real neceifitous may be m oil 
cffeilu ally  relieved ; and, in a w ord, w hatever may. 
conduce to the temporal and eternal w elfare o f  the 
public.— Such were the origin and motives o f  this 
humane and patriotic Affociation, and iuch the ob ­
j e t s  to w hich its deliberations were to be applied, 
and to the promoting o f  w hich the zeal and ability 
o f  its members individually and colle& ively w'ere 
pledged. T h eir  proceedings w ere regulated for 
iome time b y  detached and occafional refolutions; at 
prefent they are governed b y  the following bye~ 
laws :—

T lie  L a w s  regulating the proceedings o f the
A s s o c i a t i o n .

I.
>

E very board mu ft coi'ilift o f  five members at leaf;

II .

E very committee mu ft confift o f  three members a', 
leaft, and all members who attend ihall be o f  it.

in.
T h e fifth member coming to a board fhall be piv 

fident for that meeting, unlefs the members prefei . 
fhall determine other',vile.

t :.
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IV .

T h e  third member coining to a committee fhall be 
chairman for that meeting, unlefs the members pre­
sent fhall determine otherwife.

V .

From  the time o f  the prefident’s or chairm an’s 
taking the chair, no fubjeft fhall be difcuifed pub­
lic ly  or privately, but what dire£tly tends to the 
bufinefs o f  the day, until the m eeting has been 
regularly adjourned.

V I .

T h e  prefident, im m ediately after taking the chair, 
and before any bufinefs fhall be admitted, ih all 
caufe prayers to be read b y  the junior clergym an 
prefent, or i f  no clergym an be prefent, he ihall read 
them himfelf. H e ihall then canfe the proceedings, 
figned b y  the prefident o f  the foregoing board, to 
be read b y  the fecretary w hile  he compares them  
w ith a copy o f  them in the fair book, and i f  he find 
them agree he ihall fign the copy.

V I I .

W h en  any member fpeaks he ihall addrefs the 
chair, and the other members fhall be filent.

V I II .

W h e n  two or more offer to fpeak at the fame 
time, the prefident or chairman fhall determine w ho 
fhall fpeak firft.

IX .

If, w h ile  any fubje£t is in debate, any member 
fpeak to new bufinefs, the prefident or chairman 
ihall call him to order.

N o



N o que ft ion fhall be put on any motion unlefs it 
be committed to writing and feconded.

X I .

N either the prefident or chairm an fhall have any 
vote on any queftion except in ballotting, unlefs the 
votes o f  the other members prefent be equal, in 
w hich  cafe he (hall determine the queftion b y  a cart­
ing vote.

X II .

W h e n  any refolution fhall have p aiïèd , it fhall 
be fubfcribed b y  the prefident w ith the initials o f  
his name, and be numbered b y  him  in the order it 
has palled.

X III .

T h e  preiident or chairman fhall not leave the 
chair without permiflion, until the board or com­
mittee be regularly adjourned.

X I V .

T h e  fubjefts to be difcuiled b y  the Affociation ihall 
be as follow  : v iz . T h e  religious education, & c. 
& c. k c .  as before m entioned in p. 4.

X V .

A ll  the members fhall have an equal right o f  de­
bating and determining every  queftion.

X V I .

A ll the members are expefted to attend as often 
as they can, and when abient communicate in want­
ing to the lecretary w hatever they may learn from 
their experience, reading, or other information

w hich
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w hich  m ay appear to them conducive to the er.ds 
o f  this inftitution ( I ).

X V I I .

N o  motion ihall be paffed into a refolution on the 
d ay it is propofed, unlefs it be unanimoufly agreed 
to, i f  on the fécond d ay  o f  difcufling there ihall be 
a difference o f  opinion, it ihall be poftponed to the 
fucceeding meeting, the motion ihall be mentioned 
in the fummonfes for that meeting, and it ihall then 
be finally determ ined b y  a m ajority o f  votes.

X V I I I .

U pon  the ' appointm ent o f  any committee, the 
member w ho has made the motion committed ihall 
coniider him felf as particularly bound to procure 
the attendance o f  the committee, previous to the 
n ext meeting o f  the AiTociation.

X I X .

W h en  any effay is approved o f  b y  the AiTocia- 
tion for publication, a committee o f  three ihall be ap­
pointed to prepare it for the prefs, w ith the confent 
o f  the author, i f  known, and to feleft fuch anec­
dotes from  hiftory and biography as m ay be illus­
trative o f  the fubjedi, w hich i f  approved o f  b y  the 
A ffociation  ihall be annexed in notes or appen­
d ix  to the eifay, and printed with it as from the 
editor (2).

A  Secretary

( i ) A l l  m em bers refiding in the kingdom  are confidered as 
attending m em bers, fuch as do not gen erally  reiide are ftiled 
honorary members.

(2 )  B y  a refolution o f  3d o f  A p ril, 179 4, a lift o f  publica­
tions b y the AiTociatlon is to be printed, one to be hung up in 
the board room , and one diftributed to each m em ber.

( 8 )
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X X .

A  fecretary and treafurer ihall be appointed b y  
ballot on the firft T h u rfd ay in every February, 
when in order to make the election, tw elve members 
mult vote ; the fecretary and treafurer ele£ted fhall 
continue in office one year, on the expiration o f  
which the accounts o f  the treafurer fhall be audited ; 
in cafe o f  the death, refignation, or removal o f  
fecretary or treafurer, the bulinefs o f  .the vacated  
office fhall devolve upon the other until a fucceflor 
is elefted, w hich fhall be done b y  ballot on the firft 
T hu rfday in the fucceeding m onth; notices o f  the 
election fhall be given in the fummojnfes for that 
meeting, tw elve members at leaft ihall vote, and a 
m ajority o f  votes ihall determine.

X X I .

N o  compofition w hatever fhall be printed by this 
Affociation, until referred to a committee o f  three, 
to be b y  them approved, and confirmed b y  the 
Affociation.

X X I I .

I f  any fubje&s be introduced for difcuffion at any 
meeting o f  the Affociation w ithout previous notice 
having been given thereof, and any member fhall 
objeét to its being then debated, all debate thereon 
fhall im m ediately ceafe, and the motion fhall lie 
over to the next meeting, when it ihall be in the 
order of the day, and be determined according to 
the rule o f  the 17th bye-law .

X X I IL

T h e  following mode o f  ballotting fhall be 
adopted, v iz . T h e  names and places o f  abode o f  
each candidate, together with the names o f  pro- 
poler and feconder fhall be hung up in a confpi-

cuous



laft T hurfday in Auguft, Novem ber, February aud 
M ay, as foon as convenient after one o ’clock ( i ) .

X X V I I .

T h e  above fhall be the bye-laws for this A ffo- 
ciation, and none ihall be repealed or altered except 
b y  three fucceffive boards ; and any future bye-law  
muft, for its final confirmation, be unanimoufly ap ­
proved o f  b y  the board at w hich it is propoled, and 
b y  the tw o fucceeding boards ; and no repeal or al­
teration o f any future bye-law  fhall be made but 
w ith the unanimous confent and approbation o f  the 
board at. which it is propofed, and of the tw o fuc­
ceeding.

Such are the law s b y  w hich the Affociation directs 
its proceedings. W ith  refpeft to the aftual ac- 
com plifhm eni.. o f  the h igh ly  intereftiug objefts o f  
moral and litig iou s reformation w hich  engage the 
attention o f  the members o f  this fociety, they expeâ: 
its attainment only from the purity and reafonable- 
nefs o f  the principles w hich they recom m end, and a 
calm  attention to the advantages w hich experience 
has manifeftly evinced to have ever refulted from 
their practice. T h e  Affociation w ields not the 
fword o f  m agifiracy, nor does it poffefs any compul- 
five terrors; it prefumes not abruptly to obtrude 
even its counfels on focieties or individuals. Its in­
fluence in reftoring decayed piety, and re-eftablifhing 
that rectitude o f  manners, from whence this nation 
has evidently fallen, is meant to be conveyed in ac­
cents o f  temperate and affectionate admonition, not 
intones o f  authority and reproach. From the nature

o f

( i )  B y  a refolution o f  20th July, 17 9 3 , the proceedings o f 
the AfTockuion for the preceding three m onths ihall be read, 
together w ith the bye-law s, and an abftrait o f  them  ihall be 
printed at the end o f  every year. A l l  mem bers to be particu­
la rly  fum m oned 011 thole occafions.

( 12 )
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o f  fuck executive powers; there may arife in the 
minds o f  fome w ho contemplate our proceedings, 
objections to the feeming ina&ivity o f  our progrels, 
and precipitate imputations on us as m erely an aifem- 
blv o f  deliberating theories and not aélors. In 
order therefore to rem ove this objed'tion where made, 
and to prevent it where not formed, your committee 
have briefly felefled, and placed under view  the 
principal obje&s which the Affociation have already 
brought to foine effect, thofe w hich they attempted 
but hitherto without fucceis, and thofe that are at 
prefent in progrefs.

Obje&s of the AiTociation brought to fome
effect.

T h e  religious education o f  children b y  the annual 
examination in the principles o f  the Chrillian religion, 
o f  the feledt children o f  the public charitable infti- 
tutions in the metropolis and its environs, and the 
adjudgment o f  premiums to the beft anfwerers. ( i )  
T h e  diftufion o f  religious knowledge b y  the 
diitribution o f  650 quarto bibles, (2) and the pub­
lication o f  about 40,000 religious and moral trafts 
for gratuitous difperfion. T h e  due obfervance o f  the 
fabbath, through the influence o f  the archbiihop o f  
Dublin diredling fermons on that fubjeót to be preach­
ed annually in all the churches o f  the metropolis, 
and his G race’ s diocefes, and b y  the extenfion o f  
the fame practice throughout the kingdom, in confe- 
quence o f  the recommendation o f  the other A rch - 
bifhops and Biihops to their refpe&ive clergy. 
T h e  due obfervance o f  G ood Friday in the metro­

polis,
( i ) See report o f  com m ittee for co n d u cin g  thefe examina- 

tions.
( 2 ) T h efe  bibles w ere obtained b y  the co-operation o f  the 

fociety for prom oting Chriftian know ledge, at an expence to the 
funds o f  the AiTociation o f  135/. 8s. 4d. to  reduce the price o f  
each to the diftributor to 2s. V-rJ.



From  this fimple ftatement o f  o n ly  the principal 
operations o f  this foçiety during the fpace o f  tw o 
years and five months fince its commencement, fo 
far from having caufe to lament the tardinefs o f  its 
pace, it being ftill in reality but an infant inflitu- 
tion, it has, in our hum ble opinion, matter for re­
joicing at its progrefs, and caufe o f  gratitude to the 
D ivine Being, to w hofe influence alone it muft afcribe 
the advances w hich it has made, and the guidance 
o f  that zeal, w hich in fuch peculiarly interefting ob ­
jects o f  puriuit, i f  governed b y  human wifdom  only, 
might have defeated the ends in view .

Y o u r committee cannot now think o f  terminating 
their report, w ithout congratulating the A flbciation 
on the recent acceflion o f  ftrength and influence 
w h ich  it has obtained, b y  the liberal donation o f  the 
Earl and Countefs F i t z w i l l i a m  to our funds, and 
b y  the condefcending mark o f  his E xce llen cy ’̂  ap­
probation o f  our inftitution, b y  voluntarily becom ­
ing its Prefident. From  his Lordihip ’s well-know n 
principles and zea l in promoting every  objeft o f  
Chriftian faith and praótice, on w h ich  the happinefs 
o f  fociety is principally founded, w e confidently 
look forward to the fupport and extenfion o f  our 
undertaking in our filter kingdom as w’ell as in 
this.

( 16 )

'G . H O R A N ,  C h a i r m a n .


