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Mr. CHAIRMAN.

IN purfuance of the following refolution, paffed on
Thurfday, 6th March, 1794.—~viz.—REsorvEp,
That the following members be a committee, to take
from the minute book a brief ftatement of the origi-
nal inftitution of this Aflociation, the general and
bye-laws, and a lift of the prefent members, in
order to have them printed for the ufe of the mem-
bers, and information of others, viz. Rev. G. Horan,
My. Watfon, fen. Rev. G. Graydon, Hugh Skeys,
Efq. Rev. James Maxwell, John Macaulay, Efg.
and General Straton.  Your committee have appli-
ed themfelves to the accomplithment of the bufinefs
with which they were entrufted, and report to you
this day the extradls which they have formed. They
have declined making any obfervations, however
ample the field, and pleafing fuch an exercife, on
the humanity and wifdom of this inftitution, or the
benefits that muft enfue to individuals and the com-
munity at large from its fuccefs. Thefe motives and
benefits have been moft truly and impreflively dif-
played in the able produ&tions of our worthy mem-
bers the Rev. Mr. Graves and the Rev. Do&or
& A 2 : Burrowes ;
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(i) |
Burrowes ; we therefore haften to difcharge the duty
impofed upon us. |

The Affociation for difcountenancing Viee and
promoting the Praflice of Virtue and Religion,
commenced on the gth of Ofober, 1792, confifting
of three members only, and the motives of their
affociating they declared in their firft refolution as

follows :

Resorvep, That the rapid progrefs which infi-
delity and immorality are making throughout the
kingdom, calls loudly on every individual both of
the clergy and laity, who has at heart the welfare of
his country or the honor of God, to exert all his
powers to ftem the baneful torrent. But, as many
may ‘be difheartened by confidering the impotence
of feparate attempts to difcountenance vice and
‘promote the caufe of religion and piety, it appears
to us advifeable to affociate for that laudable pnrpofe.
They farther refolved on holding their meetings
weekly or oftener if neceflary; that one perfon
fhould be chofen to prefide during that meeting (1);
that a fecretary be chofen to take minutes of the
proceedings; that the neceffary expences of the
Affociation thould be fupported by voluntary eon-
rributions of the members, and fuch other perfons
as may be willing to advance the purpofes of the
inftitution; and that the following thould be the fub-
je&s of their future difcuffion.

The religious education of the rifing generation =
by parents, fchool-mafters, and others. The belt
means of promoting a regular and confcientious
attendance upon” public worfhip and the boly com-
munion. How to reftore the praQice of family
prayer. How moft effeCtually to prevent intempe- °

~ rance 1

(1) Vide third bye-law refpeting the prefident. :
3
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rance in all ranks of men. How to difcourage
luxury, diffipation, and extravagance in the upper
and middle clafles, both of males and females.
How to prevent prophane curfing and {wearing, an®
particularly the horrid crime of perjury. Whau
may be the beft means of enforcing the laws in
being againft immorality, and whether it may be
expediént] to folicit any, and what further laws for
the fame purpofe. The beft means of promoting’
honefty and indultry, and of difcouraging idlenefs
and beggary. How the real neceffitous may be moft
cffe@ually relieved ; and, in a word, whatever may.
conduce to the temporal and eternal welfare of the
public.—Such were the origin and motives of this
humane and patriotic Affociation, and fuch the ob-
je&s to which its deliberations were to be appliec,
and to the promoting of which the zeal and ability
of its members individually and colleétively were
pledged. Their proceedings were regulated for
fome time by detached aud oecafional refolutions; at
prefent they are governed by the followlng bye-

laws :—

The Laws regulating the proceeding‘s of the
ASSOQCIATION.
2
Every board muft confilt of five members at leaft.
1 d

Every committee muft confift of three members 2.
leaft, and all members who attend fhall be of it.

III.
The fifth member coming to a board fhall be pre.

fident for that meeting, unlefs the members prefe:.

“+ fhall determine otherwife.
T




(( ¢ )

'

. The third member coming to a committeé fhall be
chairman for that meeting, unlefs the members pre-
fent fhall determine otherwife. |

A

From the time of the prefident’s or chairman’s
taking the chair, no fubjeét fhall be difcuffed pub-
licly or privately, but what direéily tends to the
bufinefs of the day, until the meeting has been
regularly adjourned.

VI

The prefident, immediately after taking the chair,
and before any bufinefs fhall be admitted, - fhall
caufe prayers to be read by the junior clergyman
prefent, or if no clergyman be prefent, he fhall read
them himfelf. He fhall then caufe the proceedings,
figned by the prefident of the foregoing board, to
be read by the fecretary while he compares them
with a copy of them in the fair book, and if he find
them agree he fhall fign the copy.

VIIL.

When any member {peaks he fhall addrefs the
chair, and the other members fhall be filent.

VI1II.

When two or more offer to fpeak at the fame

time, the prefident or chairman fhall determine who
fhall fpeak firft. | ' |

IX.

If, while any fubje&t is in debate, any member
fpeak to new bufinefs, the prefident or chairman
fhall call him to order. -

No
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X.

No queftion fhall be put on any motion unlefs it
be committed to writing and {econded.

XL

Neither the prefident or chairman fhall have any
vote on any queftion exeept in ballotting, unlefs the
votes of the other members prefent be equal, in
which cafe he fhall determine the queftion by a caft-
ing vote. | '

XIL

When any refolution fhall have pafled, it fhall
be fubferibed by the prefident with the mitals of

his name, and be numbered by him in the order it
has pafled.

XTII.

The prefident or chairman fhall not leave the
chair without permiffion, until the board or com-
mittee be regularly adjourned.

XIV.

The fubjedts to be difeulled by the Affociation fhall
be as follow: viz. The religious education, &c.
&c. &c. as before mentioned in p. 4.

5V,

All the members fhall have an equal right of de.
bating and determining every queition.

XVI.

All the members are expefted to attend as often
as they can, and when abfent communicate in writ-
ing to the fecretary whatever they may learn from
their - experience, reading, or other information

which .
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which may appear to them conducive to the erds
of this inftitution (1).

XVII.

No.motion fhall be paffed into a refolution on the
day it is propofed, unlefs it be unanimoufly agreed
to, -if on the fecond day of difcufling there fhall be
a difference of opinion, it fhall be poftponed to the
fucceeding meeting, the motion fhall be mentioned
in the fummonfes for that meeting, and it fhall then
be finally determined by a majority of votes,

XVIII.

Upon the:appointment of any committee, the
member who has made the motion committed fhall
confider himfelf as particularly. bound to procure
the attendance of the committee, previous to the
next meeting of the Affociation.

XIX.

When any - eflay is approved of by the Aflocia-

tion for publication, a committee of three fhall be ap-
pointed to prepare it for the prefs, with the confent
of the author, if known, and to fele& fuch anec-
dotes from hiftory and biography as may be illuf-

trative of the fubje@t, which if approved of by the

Aflociation fhall -be annexed in notes or -appen-

dix to the eflay, and printed with it as from the
editor (2). ' |
A fecretary

(1) All members refiding in the kingdom are confidered as
attending members, fuch as do not generally refide are ftiled
bonorary members.

(2) By a'refolution of 3d of April, 1794, 2 lift of publica-
tions by the Affociatlon is to be printed, one to be hung up in
the board room, and one diftributed to each member.
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XX.

A fecretary and treafurer fhall be appointed by
ballot on the firft Thurfday in every February,
when in order to make the ele@ion, twelve members
muft vote ; the fecretary and treafurer eletted {hall
continue in office one year, on the expiration of
which the accounts of the treafurer fhall be audited;
in cafe of the death, refignation, or removal of
fecretary or treafurer, the bufinefs of the vacated
office thall devolve upon the other until a fucceffor
is elefted, which fhall be done by ballot on the firft
Thur{day in the fucceeding month; notices of the
elettion fhall be given in the fummopfes for that
meeting, twelve members at leaft fhall vote, and a
majority of votes fhall determine.

XXI.

No compofition whatever fhall be printed by this
Aflociation, until referred to a committee of three,

to be by them approved, and confirmed by the
Affociation.

XXII.

If any fubje@s be introduced for difcuffion at any
meeting of the Affociation without previous notice
having been given thereof, and any member fhall
objet to its being then debated, all debate thereon
fhall immediately ceafe, and the motion fhall lie
over to the next meeting, when it fhall be in the
order of the day, and be determined according to
the rule of the 17th bye-law.

XXIIL

The following mode of ballotting fhall be
- adopted, viz. The names and places of abode of
each candidate, together with the names of pro-
pofer and feconder fhall be hung up in a confpi-

cuous
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laft Thurfday in Auguft, November, February aad

May, as foon as convenient after one o’clock (1).

XXVII.

The above fhall be the bye-laws for this Affo-
ciation, and none fhall be repealed or altered except
by three fucceflive boards ; and any future bye-law’
muft, for its final confirmation, be unammoufly ap-
proved of by the board at which it is propofed, and
by the two fucceeding boards; and no repeal or al-
teration of any future bye-law fhall be made but
with the unanimous confent and approbation of the
board at which it is propofed, and of the two fuc-
ceeding. : : » -

Such are the laws by which the Affociation directs

its proceedings. With refpeét to the atual ac-

complithment, of the highly interefling objeéts of
moral and x‘ﬂigious reformation which engage the
atterition of the members of this fociety, they expect
its attainment only from the purity and reafonable-
nefs of the principles which they recommend, and a

calm attention to the advantages which experience

has manifeftly evinced to have ever refulted from
their praftice. The Affociation wields not the
fword of magiftracy, nor does it poffefs any compul-
five terrors; it prefumes not abruptly to obtrude
even its counfels on focieties or individuals. Its in-
fluence in reftoring decayed piety, and re-eftablithing
that retitude of manners, from whence this nation
has evidently fallen, is meant to be conveyed in ac-
cents of temperate and affeftionate admonition, not

intones of authority and reproach. From the nature
of

(1) By a refolution of 20th July, 1793, the proceedings of
the Affociation for the preceding three months fhall be read,
together with the bye-laws, and an abftra& of them f{hall be
printed at the end of every year. All members to be particu-
Jarly fummoned on thofe occafions, | '
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of fuck executive® powers; there” may arife in the -
minds of fome who contemplate our proceedings,
objeéiions to the feeming inactivity of our progrefs,
and precipitate imputations on us as merely an aliem-
bly of deliberating theorifts and' not ators.  Tn
.order therefore to remove this objeftion where made,
‘and to prevent it where not formed, your committee
‘have briefly felefled, and placed under view the
‘principal obje&s which the Aflociation have already
‘brought to fome effect, thofe which they attempted
‘but hitherto without fuccefs, and thofe that are at
prefent in progrefs.

.-Obje&s of the Affociation brought to fome
effet.

The religious education of children by the annual
examination in the principles of the Chriftian religion,
of the feleét children of the public charitable infti-
tutions in the metropolis and. its environs, and the
adjudgment of premiums to the beft anfwerers. (1)
The diffufion of religious knowledge by the
(diftribution of 650 quarto bibles, (2) and the pub-
lication of about 40,000 religious and moral traéts

 for gratuitous difperfion. * The due obfervance of the
fabbath, through the influence of the archbifhop of

Dublin direfting fermous on that fubject to be preach-

ed annually in all the churches of the metropolis,

and his Grace’s diocefes, and by the extenfion of

‘the fame pra@ice throughout the kingdom, in confe-
quence of the recommendation of the other Arch-
bithops and Bifhops to their refpettive clergy.

The due obfervance of Good Friday in the metro-

| | polis,

(1) See report of committee for conducting thefe examina-
tions. .

: (2) Thefe bibles were obtained by the co-operation of the
- fociety for promoting Chriftian knowledge, at an expence to the
~ funds of the Aflociation of 135/ 8s. 44. to reduce the price of
'§: .each"t;o the diftributor to 2s. €24

v
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-of fociety is principally” founded, we confidently -
‘look forward to the fupport ‘
-undertaking in' our fifter ‘kingdom as well ‘as in
this. Vi 2 T QNI T b 0

T 16 ) A
From-this fimple ftatement of only the principal
operations  of this fociety during the fpace of two
years and five months fince its commencement, fo
far from having caufe to lament the tardinefs of its
pace, it being ftill in reality but an infant inflitd-

‘tion, it has, in our humble opinion; matter for re-

‘joicing at its progrefs, and caufe of -gﬁg@e-m« the
‘Divine Being, to whofe influence aléné.iit{;ﬁi;_'{t afcribe
‘the advances which it has made, and the guidance
“of that zeal, which in fuch peculiarly interefting ob-
“jes of purfuit, if governed by human wifdom only,

might have defeated the ends in view. /. '«

Your committee cannot now think of ‘terminating
their report, without congratulating the Affociation
on the recent acceflion of ftrength and influence
which it has obtained, by the liberal denation of the
Earl and Countefs F1rzwrLLiaM to our funds, and
by the condefcending mark of his® Excellency’s ap-
probation of our inftitution, by voluntarily becom-
ing its Prefident. From his' Lordfhip’s well-known
principles and zeal “in promoting every obje&t of
Chriftian faith and ‘praétice;’ on which the happinefs

rt- and ‘extenfion -of our

x

G. HOR AN, CHAIRMAN.



