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S ER M O N, &

2nd Book or CHRONICLES, 7th CHAPTER,
14th VERSE.

*“ If my people which are called by my name, fball
“ bumble themfelves, and pray, and feek my face,
“ and turn from their wicked ways ; then will I
“ hear from Heaven and will Jorgive their fins,
““ and will bheal their land.”

IN obedience to the commands of the fu-
preme head of the church in thefe kingdoms,
we are now aflembled, for the purpofe of offer-.
ing up our thanks to that Being, who has re.
cently renewed to the civilized and chriftian
world, an earneft of his prote@ion, and has
fingled us out to be'the humble infiruments
of his divine will.
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On this day and at the fame inftant, have
all the inhabitants of a great and populous
Empire, proftrated themfelves before the throne
of the Almighty—An occafion fo fingular and
important deferved and demanded a proceed-
ing fo ftriking and fublime; for never furely
were we on our Knees, to our heavenly pro-
tector, at a period when his unfpeable kind-
nefs called for gratitude more fervent and pro-
found.

[ know not with what feelings your bofoms
have been this day poflefled, but I confide that
they have been occupied by {entiments, appro-
priated to the folemnity at which you have
~fifted—can I doubt it indeed, when I per-
ceive around me fo many who have tafted,
fome alafs! who have drunk deep of that cup
of affliction, with which it fometimes pleafes
the Almighty to try, and to corret his peo-
ple—men who have been engaged in a ftrug-
gle {o difficult and fo doubtful, as muft have
forced refle@tion on the moft unthinking mind,
and foftened to gratitude and piety, the molt
callous and perverted heart.

No, not a man whom I now behold, I be-
lieve I may almoft fpeak without an exception,
but may boaft that to his prudence, and to his
liberality, to his patience, and to his activity,
to his temper, and to his courage ; is the chril-

tian
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tian world in great meafure, indebted for its
prefervation from utter ruin and extinction.

Great and momentous as have been the at-
chievements of our fleets, glorious and criti-
cal as was the victory, which we this day
chiefly celebrate, a victory which has fhamed
and rallied a trembling world, ftruckdown as
has been the pride and ambition of the enemy,
by the vigorous arm of Britain—of Britain,
that nation, which alone and unafiifted, has
flung herfelf into the Thermopylz of Europe,
and refcued her from the difgrace of French
dominion and the thraldom of French alliance.

Let us fpeak the truth—the conteft in which
you have been engaged, and which never
would have been brought to a fuccelsful iflue,
had not you fummoned to your aid, every
virtue as auxiliaries. to your valour, equalled in
its difficulty, and rivalled in its confequences,
the moft fplendid exploits which croud into the
pages of our recent hiftory—fince of this there
cannot be a doubt, that no wound fo deadly
to the Britith empire, and through it to civi-
lized fociety could have been inflicted, as that
which the virtuous and patriotic part of this
community, has lately warded off—And if, let
me add, in the profecution of that ftruggle,
paflion may in fome inftances have maflered
reafon, if the convulfions of nature have

' B2 fome-
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fometimes fnapped the fetters of law, if the
voice of religion has been drowned in the
clamour of revenge,—If, I fay fuch, charges
are calumnies, they may be defpifed, if they
are truths they will be foon forgotten, they
are tranfitory fpots abforbed in the blaze of
your virtues,

In what I have juft addrefled to you, I can-
not accufe myfelf of having facrificed to pane-
gyric the ftri¢tnefs of truth—It was my duty,
(and happily my inclination coincided with it,)
to remind you of your paft aétions, when they
could ferve as an example for your future con-
duét—In the progrefs of -this difcourfe, Iihall
obferve an equal freedom and fincerity in re-
minding you of your errors, as a warning of
what you fhould avoid.

Let me now folicit your attention, while I
lay before you my fentiments, refpecting the
real meaning and obje& of the ceremonies of
this day.

If we imagine that the Supreme Being, to
whom we have been offering up praife and
prayer, requires them from us as a homage
from his vaflals, we form a very erroneous and
a very degrading notion, of his- attributes.
He requires and does infift it is true, upon
_ outward forms of refpect from us his creatures,
becaufe



L %5 D

becaufe fuch is the imperfe@ion of our nature,
fo clofe the connexion, in this mixed ftate of
Being between the corporal and fpiritual part
of our frame, that any attempt at abftract de-
votion, either fwells the mind into enthufiafm
and frenzy, or fuffers it to collapfe into apathy
and indifference—The religion therefore which
God in his mercy has revealed to us, accom-
modates itfelf to our imperfe@ions, and en-
joins not only praical, but even ceremonial
duties; in order that the energy of the foul,
may be kept awake by the vigilance of the
fenfes—but it would argue an utter ignorance,
to {uppofe that private reformation, and public

example was not the end, prayer and humilia-
tion but the means,

In the text it is to be obferved, two things
are required from us, firft to humble ourfelves
before God—and next and as it were by con-
fequence, to turn from our wicked ways ; and
in return we are promifed—Oh ! may we de-
ferve that that promife be fulfiled—that our
fins fhall be forgiven,and our /and be healed.

Let me then enquire, whether our part of
the covenant has been faithfully performed—
we have prayed, and we have knelt, and we
have bowed at the name of our Saviour, but
have we really and in the genuine’ {pirit of the
injunction, bumbled ourfelves before God ?

’ Did
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Did the warrior lay afide his glory, did
the ftatefman lay afide his ambition, did the
merchant lay afide his cupidity when he knelt
before the altar? Was all the pride of victory
extinguifhed in the breaft of him on whofe
brow fits the laurels of the Eaft? Has he faid
with fincerity ¢ not unto me Lord, notunto
« me, but to thy name give the praife”
Has he acknowledged to his own heart, that
faint and fleeting was the tumultuous fatis-
faction which he derived from the fhouts and
acclamations of the field, but that it was the
widow and the orphan refcued from defiruc-
tion, whofe bended knees, uplifted hands
and ftreaming eyes have planted bleflings in
his heart, and fcattered-rofes on his pillow?
Have the counfellors of the crown, on whofe
wifdom this nation places its reljance, have
they refleted how much of the fuccels
of their meafures has arifen from combina-
tions of circumftances, unforfeen and unex-
pected, and which in our blindnefs we call
chance, * regarding not the work of the
¢ Lord, nor confidering the operations of
¢ his hands ?* Have they faid, with our Sa-
viour, * I thank thee O Father that thou
¢ halt concealed thefe things from the wife
¢ and prudent, and revealed them unto
¢ babes?’ ~Did they determine to combat
their prejudices, to extinguifh their animo-
fities, to forget their party feuds, to judge

their
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their Enemies and opponents with candour,
to give the fame credit to the motives of other
men, which they require for their own, to
fubmit cheerfully and freely to fuperior wil-
dom and virtue, tho’ inhabiting a rival’s
breaft, and, in a word, to labour not for their
own fame, but for the benefit of their coun-
try?

In the courfe of the fervice of the church
they have promifed all this, and more, yet let
me not be accufed of too much miftruft, if
I turn to you the other fide of the picture
and afk you whether your minds have not
fometimes wandered from the contemplation
of . your infirmities, errors and mifconduct,
to the more pleafing images which your prof-
peéts of wealth, reputation and power have
offered to your. fancy.

I am perfe&ly aware, however, of the aver-
fion with which thofe who are engaged in the
ative buftle and bufy {cenes of life, liften to
him who bids them look beyond it, and how
lavifhly the terms cant and hypocrify are be-
ftowed upon thofe, who tell you that the li-
beral accomodating fyftem of opinions which
you® embrace, which is fo indulgent to your
paflions, fo tender of your vices—fo merciful
toyour crimes, is neither the morality, nor
the religion which Chrift has taught, the truth

- of
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of which he has attefted with his blood,
and on the obfervance of which, depend
your happinefs or mifery for ever—I know
however that the difcouragement which is
thrown in the way of thofe who {have the
boldnefs truly and fairly, to expoftulate with
you on fuch fubjeéts, is lefs intended to di-
concert the preacher, or to filence the Pulpit,
(both of which you can fhun at pleafure) than
to filence, difconcert and drive away another
monitor, whofe expoftulations no ribaldry can
difcountenance, whofe arguments no fophiftry
can fubvert, whofe reproaches no fubmiflion
can deprecate, whofe penalties no flight can
evade, that advocate whofe loud and energetic
eloquence, penetrates your clofeft recefles—
that familiar who purfues you to your clofet,
enters with you into your chamber, lies with
you on the couch of reft, and governs even
fancy in your dreams—that judge whofe feat
is in your foul, that preacher whofe pulpit
is in your heart—Have you then I repeat it,
have you this day madea folemn vow, that
you would break the fatal fpell in which
your vicious habits have encircled you ; that
vou would beat down, and trample upon
thofe giant paflions which obftruét the way
to virtue—that you would confult for the
dire€tion of your future conduét the long

clofed, long neglected, almoft forgotten book

of God—that book, fuch is the depravity and
melancholy
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melancholy folly of the times, there are
few of the male part of this congregation,
who would not be athamed publicly to pe-
rufe that, book however whofe authority, as
chriftians you muft acknowledge, and which
has applied to fuch as you this terrifying de-
nunciation, “ hoewver fhall be athamed of
“ me and of my words, in this adulterous and
¢ finful generation, of him alfo fhall the Son
“ of Man be athamed, when he cometh in the
“ glory of his Father with his holy angels.”

How often I atk you, how often are we to
expect that the tempeft thall rage, and the bil-
lows rife in our behalf! Can we again hope,
that the heart of the traytorfhall be miracu-
loufly touched with mercy, and the torch
whieh was to have kindled the mine on which
you ftood, drop from his repentant hand—no,
1magine not that by blinding yourfelves, you
can impofe on Heaven—the impicty of fuch
attempts, are not more fhocking than their
weaknefs is deplorable—It is but too obvious,
that. you are funk into an indifference, upon
the only fubje&t to which a virtuous, a wife,
or even a prudent man ought ever to be alive
—the means of fecuring to himfelf felicity
cternal—without that objet in view, let us
be aflured, that the mofl virtuous propenfities
will degenerate into imbecility, the wileft pro-

C ' jells
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jects be baffled, and the moft prudent calcula;.
tions lead to inextricable error.

I come now to the fecond divifion, and laft
condition of my text, the admonition to us to
turn from our wicked ways.

Tt has fallen to the lot of the prefent inha-
bitants of the world, to be witnefles to an at-
tempt, made with too fatal a fuccefs in a fair
portion of the globe, toloofen all thofe ties
which hold men together in fociety, but more
particularly to deftroy that principle, which is
the effence of fociety itfelf—without which
we may gather and be a herd, but cannot
affociate and form a community—I mean the
inviolable nature of property—for from the
moment man ceafes to refpeét his neighbour’s
pofleffions, from that moment neceflarily, he
enters into a fate of warfare open or conceal-
ed, and borrowing from the moft favage beafts
all his moft furious paflions adds them to his
own—humanity, that quality, fo peculiarly ap-
propriated to our fpecies, as to derive from it
even its name, retires hooted from the fcene,
and juftice, neglected, defpifed and trampled
on, gathersup her tattered garments, and feeks
a more hofpitable clime—the horrors and enor-
mities which follow, may then fhake and ter-
rify our fouls, they cannot furprize our un-
derfandings—Man made in the image God,
' lofes
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lofes his divine nature, and retains alone thole
fatanic qualities, which our firft parents pur-
chafed by the firft theft. —The indifpenfibly
facred nature of property however, is a truth
which in the prefent ftate of your population,
and the neceflary varieties of circulation, and
degrees of knowledge which that ftate produ-
duces, it is not to be expetted, will equally
aflect the whole, or even a large portion of the
people—yet unlefs they act under its firongeft
convictions, what feeurity can we have, .that
the whole firuture of fociety, may not the
next hour be tumbled in the duft—the ftability
then ofa flate muft depend upon the tenacity,
with which that fundamental tenet adheres to
the minds of its fubjeéts—a tenet it is true,
which the reafoner will arrive at from reflec-
tion, or the prudent man will eftablith from
experience, but which is ever at variance with,
whilft it is unable to ftand againft the enter-
prizing paflions of the people—It follows there-
fore, that fome higher authority than human
laws, fome fan&ion more folemn, and imperi-
ous, than human reafon, is neceffary to rivet
it on the minds of the people, to mould it into
their earliefts habits.

~ That authority what is it? Religion ;
that religion which was revealed to thc
Jews, extended to the Gentiles, ratified and
perfected by Chrift : that religion which not
. « 023 only
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only enjoins to its followers a ftrit obfervance
of the rights of property, but even forbids
them to covet the poffeflions of their neigh-
bours, and which under the Chriftian difpen-
fation, completes the fanction, and by infift-
ing on the neceflity of brotherly love, and
the abfence of all felfifh defires, places this
great principle of {ociety in an impregnable
fortrefs—He that admits the divine law there-
fore to be binding, will neither violate nor
covet the property of another. -~ Of this truth
let us be well affured, that on the reli-
gion of the people refts the fecurity of the
fate—that without it no mechanifm of focie-
ty however artful ‘and ingenious, no mound
of government however broad and firong,
can long hold out againft a maddened and
corrupted people—Preferve it and fociety
is fafe, banifh it and fociety ceafes to exift.
Apply what T have faid to France, and if in
the application it ftrikes you as it does me,
that the traitors of this country were follow-
ing the fteps of France; our gratitude to God
will bé encreafed for the dangers we have ef-
caped, our exertions in our country’s caufe
will be undiminithed. We will offer unto
God thankfgiving, and we will pay our vows
unto the Moft Higheft.

It was not there fuflicient to delude the
ignorant and thoughtlefs; with fome .preca-
- rious
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rious, perhaps unattainable good; it was not
fufficient to tempt the envious with the de-
ftruction of their fuperiors; it was not fuf-
ficient to inflame the vidictive with the grati-
fication of their revenge; it was not fuflicient
to animate the proud, toinflate the vain, and
to ftimulate the felfith with that near approach
of power, of honor, and of wealth, which
the overthrow of order offered to their ima-
ginations ; ftill the humble {felf-denying doc-
trines and example of our Saviour which {ink
into the worft of hearts, and operate at length
compundion and reformation, were obftacles
which it became neceflary to remove ; his doc-
trines therefore were denied or ridiculed, his
life difputed, his minifters reviled and perfe-
cuted, his fan¢tuary polluted, and his worfhip
contemned.— What has been the confequence ?
1 fpeak not of their pious, their bleeding mo-
narch ; I fpeak not of his confort murdered
and defamed ; I fpeak not of the innocent and
helplefs butchered in the face of day and even
at the altars bafe. But fee the liberty they
have eltablifhed, and compare it with ours
which they wifh us to renounce.

If in'that free country, an individual hap-
pens unfortunately either from his own in-
duftry, or that of his anceftors to poflefs fuch
a portion of wealth as to excite the avarice of
his rapacious neighbour, a private denuncia-

tion
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tion hurries him to a pefilential jail; there
without friends, for who dare claim acquain-
tance with the fufpected, without trial”if he
is infignificant and forgot; without juftice if
he is eminent and recolleted ; he either pe-
rithes in filence by famine and difeafe, or a
mock trial, a populace hired or intoxicated to
infult him, and an ignominious execution
await upon that opulence which conftitutes
his guilt. To be eminently learned, wife,
virtuous and religious, are there as fure indi-
cations, as to be rich and induftrious, and as
certain omens of deftruction, for how can
pride, envy, folly, impiety and revenge bear
to be tortured by the reproving prefence of
wifdom, virtue and religion,

The opulent, therefore, conceal their wealth,
the virtuous weep and are filent, the religious
man trembles whillt he prays, on all fides no-
thing but fulpicion, falfehood and fear—every
relation of life feems diflolved, the father
dreads to communicate with his fon, left in his
offspring he fhould meet an informer. The
deareft friends confcious of mutual, and
now perhaps dangerous fecrets, fly to the fan-
guinary tribunal to anticipate treachery, and
be the firlt to betray; no words fo innocent,
but a fufpicious and bloody judge, and a
crafty accufer, may make evidence of guilt,
even filence is conftrued into criminality, and
| often
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often the pretext of death. This is a weak
picture of the liberty of France; for the day
would be {pent, and language would be ex-
haufted in defcribing the outrages which dif-
grace that name.

What then is that liberty which we have
tried, which we enjoy, which we love, which
we will defend, which is our confolation, our
happinefs, our pride, which is the gift of our
progenitors, and which fhall be the rich porti-
on and inheritance of our pofterity ; we have
rank without oppreflion, religion without bigo-
try, loyalty without fervitude, the induftrious
is proteted, the licentious is opprefled, the
peafant has his own, and neither the Prince
nor the Peer can difpofles him, the machanic
labours and is rewarded, the fcholar ftudies
and is refpected, the wife, the virtuous, and
the pious, live the obje&s of emulation, not
the vitims of envy. Such is the contraft, and
fuch the triumph of law over anarchy, and of
religion over infidelity, Let then this maxim
be deeply rooted in onr breaft, that without
religion there -cannot be virtue, and without
virtue there cannot be public or private happi-
nefs, and let us not doubt that the men who
excite our jealoufy, our envy, and our pride
againft thofe whom “the conftitution and the
neceflity of order have appointed our {uperiors,
who teach us to elude, or encourage us to tram-
ple on the law, only lead us to our ruin, and

hope
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hope on our fall to build their own advance-
ment. Our real friend, depend upon it, is he
who teaches us to temper the violence of our
paflions, to conquer our vicious habits, to cul-
tivate our virtuous propenfities, to be humble
without fervility, honeft, fincere, and religious
without morofenefs, peaceable without timi-
dity, paflive in our obedience to the laws, and
altive in its fupport, but above all, never to
forget the obligations we owe to him that died
for us, and who requires no return at our
hands, but to obey thefe divine precepts which
are the beft fecurity for happinefs in this life,
and the fure promife of eternal felicity in the
next.

View the progrefs to the prefent {ituation of
France.—The internal enemies of her conftitu-
tion well knew, that to weaken the ties of re-
ligion was the fure way to overturn that con-
breaking at its baft. But let us above all things
ftitution. They denied the exiftence of a God,
they ridiculed his minifters, they painted vice in
thofe bewitching colours that feduce the inno-
cent and impofe upon the weak,—they called
upon the pride of man to exercife his reafon,
and the paflions of men foon becamethe willing
advocates of Infidelity : what was the confe-
quence’? on the ruins of religion modern gi-

gantic reafon arofe, and under the banners of
‘the
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the Rights of Man, united the weak, the wick-
ed, the vain, the vifionary, the defperate in
fortune, and the defperate in charadter, to
overturn the laws of their country; fatally
they fucceeded, and every man deferving of a
place in fociety fuffered by its fall,

Such now might have been the fituation of
thefe kingdoms, had not the Almighty in his
mercy protected us. Ere this you might have
feen thofe abandoned men, who are juftly now
the outcalls of fociety, driving you with con-
temptuous. brutality from the altars of your
God. Ere this you might have had to lament
an exiled nobility, a degraded pricfthood, a
bankrupt commerce, and a ruined yeomanry.
Ere this you might have feen the licenfed
plunderer, fanétioned by a decree of the nati-
onal convention, entering your dwellings, feiz-
ing upon the profits of your honeft induftry,

and in the name of liberty driving you to the
field of battle.

Let us not be deluded by the infidel in poli-
tics or in religion—let not the fpecious pretence
of true and rational enquiry, of vindicating
the dignity of man, and the liberty of the citi-
zeny, feduce us to embark in a caufe, which
whilft it profefles to elevate, and refine our
nature, degrades and corrupts it. Let not the
reformers of the prefent day prevail on us to

R exchange
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exchange religion for infidelity, and liberty for
licentioufnefs. Who and what were the peo-
ple who benefited by the revolution of France ?
' 'Was it the noble, was it the priefthood, was it
the enlightened, was it the landlord, was it
the merchant, was it the tradefman, was it the
yeoman ?>—No. Perhaps it may be faid it was
the peafant. Let us confider what would be
their fituations, if for our fins this country
was fuccefsfully invaded. I will fuppofe that
for a fhort time they revelled in the plunder
of their fuperiors, that they raifed their arms
againft thofe that fed them, and that they re-
duced them to a fituation lower than their
own—ifhort would be their gratification, the
fountain from whence they drew their fupport
dried up, to what are they to look.

But let them not fuppofe that an invading
enemy with plunder as their object, with de-
fpair and beggary in their train would even al-
low them to enjoy that plunder.

Have they not in every country into which
they have entered, commenced by protecting
property, in order that they might themfeclves
levy contributions on the rich ; and have they
not concluded if forced to retreat, by plun-
dering every defcription of men, by committ-
ing atrocities till then unheard of among civi-
lized matioms, till they at length roufed an

- indignant
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indignant peafantry to revenge the wfongs
they fuffered.

To protect our country from foreign and
hoftile domination, to fave our conftitution
from the more mercilefs invafion of a feroci-
ous and bloody anarchy, to maintain our holy
religion pure and uncontaminated—To refcue
from certain flaughter every man that is emi-

nent for rank, virtue, learning or talents—To

fecure our houfes from being plundered, our
lands from being laid wafte, and our domeftic
comforts from being defiroyed—To {natch the
wife of our bofom and the daughter of our
tender affection, from the fanguinary grafps of
the midnight ravither triumphing in his guilt
and taunting us with our mifery—Theie are
the duties which the prefent times call upon
us all to exercife—If at this awful crifis (for
awful ftill it is) our courage or our prudence
fail us, if we fhrink from the danger from ap-
prehenfion, indelence, avarice, or jealoufy,—
If we do not come forward with a zeal which
di{dains diftruft or fear ; in vain fhall the ma-
nufacturer: hope to gain the juft profits of his
indufiry——arbitrary power fhall come with the
fcythes and feals of requifition, mow down our
crops and appropriate our merchandize ; when

_our fons are forced to jail and our daughters

to pollution, when our necks are ftretched
) D 2 under
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under the fatal fteel, fhall we forely and too
late lament our treacherous pufilanimity.

But happily for our country and ourfelves,
happily for the peace, the morality and religion
of the civilized world, we poflefs a nobility, a
gentry and‘a yeomanry on whofe vigour and
energy of mind, luxury has not yet laid her
benumbing hand—The fpirit which now ani-
mates Ireland, if accompanied by perfeverence,
is no doubt deftined to fave the moral world.

But let us confider what is the condition of
our inferiors, whether we are intirely inno-
cent of their depravity and whether if we fol-
low our calamitics to their fource they may
not lead us back upon ourfelves. :

Tn this country it happens that the modes
of chriftianity and church difcipline differ in
the different ranks—The influence of a religi-
ous example, therefore, though certainly of
oreat weight, is not of fuch decifive moment
as in many other ftates—We contrived that
the teachers of the popular faith fhould be
fent from the meaneft hovels of ignorance and
{loth to receive their education ina foreign
and frequently a hoftile land, from which if
they returned with a profufe flore either of
bigotry or atheifm, whom are we to blame? To
me I muft confefs that it is alone wonderful that

' - among
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among the clergy of the Roman Catholic per-
fuafion we can diftinguifh fo many virtuous
and pious men; to the keeping however of fuch
perfons, fo prepared and fitted for the office,
did we confign the confciences of two thirds
of our people—And what has been the fruit
of fuch policy ?—Well, an antidote might have
been found in the education of the laity them-
felves; had that been attended to we might
ftill have engaged one auxiliary, and that a
powerful one,and when it became neceflary
have fet up the Bible againft the P rieft—No,
as if refolutely bent on our own deftruéion,
with a blind and infamous infatuation did we
wed the people to their ignorance, and thus
leave them an eafy prey to every defigning
demagogue, whether prieft or layman—The
wandering beggar, the fictitious pedlar, any
wretch who poflefled the rare faculty of read-
ing, and whom fedition had trained to its
purpofes, became the moral and political in-
ftructor of thelrith people,—And what has fol-
lowed ? A confpiracy the moft extraordinary
for the numbers engaged and for the fecrecy
obferved, that. hiftory has ever recorded, and
- which pofterity will fcarcely believe, grew up
about us incrcafing in years and in maturity
without impediment, I might almoft fay with-
out detection.—Nay fo little were we acquaint-
ed with our countrymen or their defigns, that
in'fpite of the public demonftrations which

frequently
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frequently burft forth, fo ftill was the filence
which followed each partial explofion, that
fome of the moft thinking and learned men

amongft us perfifted, almoft to the end, in dil-
puting the poffibility of a general eruption. *

Let me not however be here fuppofed to
fpeak of thofe who feigned to believe nothing,
becaufe they knew all, or who denied the con-
fpiracy and predicted the rebellion, that they
might have the praife of fagacity in forefeeing
the one, whillt they averted the fufpicion of
being implicated in the other, of thofe tempo-
rifing and trafficking politicians who, battening
in the fecurity of a legal government, purchaf-
ed from the confpirator and rebel the promife
of a dithonourable life or a precarious property
by betraying their brethren to the affaflin’s
knife, thofe livid traitors who from the
capital correfpoided with the befiegers and
endeavoured with the cant of humanity
or the ridicule’ of our juft fears to deceive
and difarm its garrifon, who told us that
the poft of fafety was with the people, but
who when the people rofe found the poft of
fafety in Great Britain,—Nor do I fpeak of
thofe timid traitors who walked your ftreets
drefled in the garb and colours of difloyalty,

encouraging rebellion by talking of the tyran-

ny of government, themfelves the living ob-

je@s of its lenity, 1 will not fay of its weak-
nefs,
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nefs, recruiting the ranks of rebellion which
they had not fpirit to join, blowing the flames
of fedition, that as the chaldron boiled —they,

like the drofs, might rife fuperior to the purer
metal. Si's

Nor yet of thofe faint hearted men, the
murmurs of whofe loyalty -could not even
burft the fetters of a whifper—who endea-
voured even before their own domeftics to
hufh to filence the indignant loyalift, left it
fhould be told that in their prefence a traitor
was called a traitor, a plunderer, a plunderer,
a murderer, a murderer,—of thefe I do not,
of fuch I difdain to fpeak, leave we them to
the contempt of their country, the throbbings
of their thame, the bitter inveéives of their
conicience. '

In an ignorant fecurity however we flood
upon the fands which were finking under our
feet, nor did we thoroughly awake from our
delufive dreams, till the waves of rebellion
powered in upon us from every quarter. I

know it is an opinion held by many perfons of °

great confideration and authority, that learning
1s to the common people only a vehicle of error,
and'that every encouragement of it, is con-
fequently a miftaken tho’ well meant policy,—
yet let me bring to your minds an example
with which you are all acquainted, that of .the

Sifter
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Sifter Kingdom; and comparing it with
our own, obferve the progrefs of French
principles in cach. At the commencement
of the French revolution, the downfal
of what was then thought an odious ty-
ranny, and the promulgation of the moft
virtuous and attractive fentiments by the fan-
guinary hypocrites who overthrew it, were
received in Great Britain-with an almoft ge-
neral and enthufiaftic approbation. Admira-
tion was quickly followed by a defire of imi-
tation, and the coloflal ftatue of the Britifh
Conftitution, which had been fo many centu-
ries ago hewn out of the rugged Saxon rock,
which had withfteod the attack of the rude
and barbarous Norman, and refifted the un-
fteady ftroke of the mifguided Stewart, which
had lain concealed during the tyrant com-
monwealth ‘and feemed loft during the
two fucceeding reigns, but which was
finally reftored and perfeéted at the revolution,
that boaft of human reafon, that ark of genu-
ine liberty, that tabernacle of focial happinefs
had tottered, and muft have fallen, but for the
timely interpofition of a vigorous government,
and a virtuous ariftocracy. But what, alas!
would have availed the vigour of government,
or the virtues of its allies, had not the people
themfelves opened their eyes upon the preci-
pice at their feet—that decent and pious peo-

. ple
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ple liftened to the arguments of reafon, as they
had before done to thefe of delufion—they -
read, they were convinced, and they efcaped
the fnare of the betrayer. Not fo our people,
they reccived the taint, the infedtion fpread, -

~we could not apply a cure—the tumor rofe,

and we reforted at length to the only remedy
that remained, the {fword—and fuch muf} ever

~ be the melancholy circle whilft we fhut againft

ourfelves the paflage to their underftandings,
and the avenues to their hearts. I will no
longer dwell upon thefe painful recolle@ions,
but draw from them the following conclufion,
that all the evils which we have fuffered we
have drawn upon ourfelves, by negledting as
we have done, the morals and religion of the
people, and if we do not a&ively and immedi-
ately turn from that way, we but pofione the
hour of deftruion, and cannot hope that our
prayers will be heard ; let us be affured that the
falfe {fecurity on which we tread, is a thin and
treacherous cruft. which has cooled over 2 li
quid fire that boils beneath. Let me then
moft earneftly entreat you, if you ever again
expect to fubdue the paflions of your people,
if you exped to check the progrefs of demo-
cracy amongft them, refcue their minds from
the tyranny of traitors, by opening a free paf.
fage for yourfelves. Give them that degree
of learning which may enable them to under.

ftand
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fland the arguments of loyalty, as well as the

~fuggeftions of treafon. Encourage thofe infti-
tutions by which that learning is extended.—
Look the people again in the face, when it is
in your power, familiarize yourfelves with
them, the tafk is difgufting, but it will repay
you; take them out of the hands of their per-

- fidious leaders by receiving them into your own
arms.—Recal to fhare with you in the workof
merey, thofe timid fugitives of your own
rank, who fled when you fought.

But no—let them remain. It is on you
alone that I rely—the brave man only can lift a
vanquithed foe. The legiflature has already
taken one ftep towards the improvement of
thofe who are to give religious inftruction to
the Roman Catholic ;—fecond its endeavours,
recolleét that the caufe in which you are en-
gaged is the caufe of chriftianity itfelf, within
the pale of which all feéts are comprehended,
had we done fo we might have laughed to {fcorn
the impotent efforts of our enemies, and fitting
on the rock of truth, have eyed with pity and
indifference the frightful billows foaming, and
breaking at its bafe. But let us above all
things ftudy to adapt our lives to the pre-
cepts of the gofpel, you will then without re-
quiring to be reminded, humble yourfelves
with true humility before God, then will you

acquire



(27),

acquire his grace to turn from your wicked
ways, then will He hear you from Heaven,

and then, and not till then can you expe&
that He will beal your land.

FINIS.
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