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Auricular Confesfion.

" J YHE Zealots of the Church of Rome are wont to glory of the
' fingular advantages; in the Communion of that Church, efpe-
- cially in ' refpect of the greater means and helps of Spirituat
Comfort, which they pretend -are to-bé had there, above and beyond
what are to be found amongft other Socictics of Chriftians. Which one¢
thing, if it could be as fubftantially made out; as it is confidently affert-
ed, could not fail to fiway very much with all wifé men, and would un-
doubtedly prevail with all devout perfons, (who were made acquainted
with the fecret) to go overto them. - But if contrariwife it appear upon
fearch, that their pretenfions of this kind are falfe and groundlefs, and
and that the methods' of adminiftring Confolation, which are peculiar
to that Church, are as well unfafe and deceitful, as fingular and unneécef-
fary: Then the fame Prudence and Sineerity will oblige a man to fufpec
that Communion, inftead of beceming a profelyte to it, and to look
upon the aferefaid boaftingsas the ¢fe@ either of defigned Impoftare,
or at the leaft of Ignorance and Delufion. it o BT T
Amongft other things, that Church Highly valuzs it felf upon, the Sa-
cranient of Penance (as they call it) and as deeply blames and condémns
the Church-of E»iglma, and othet Reformed Churches,, for theif defed -
in,and neglet of for important 4nd comfortable an OFée. And nder
that fpecious pretext, her Emiffariés{ who are wont according to the,
phrafe of the Apottie, ¢o creep o ‘FHonfes, and 'lead captive’ [illy Womér,
&e.) infinuate themfelvesinto fuch of tiie people as have more %‘g‘a‘l'than
Kinowledge, and nowand then wheadle fome of them over ihto their
Seciety. ~ To that parpofe, they will not only harangne them with fiie .
Storigs of the Eafe and Benefiv of i¢, as of an ancient and ‘ufeful Rite, -
but will alfo preachvo them-the héceffity ofit, as of Divine Inttitution,
and that it is as important (ifl itskind) “as Baptifim and the L.ords Sup-
per. For that Cenfeflion to' a- Prieft; and his Abfblutior thereupon ob-,,
tained, isthe only means appointed by God for the procuring of Pardon
of all mortal Sins commitcedafer! Bapeifin. . 0 0
Gl ! A2 As.



Of Queiculdr Confellion. &
As for original Sin,or whatfoever aftual tranfgreflions may
Comeil. Zrid.— have-been-committed before Baptifin, all thbi‘et%a‘ey"'a‘c':ﬁidw-'
Jd- 142 fedg to be wathed away inthat facred Lavef, = And fof Sins
Vid. Becan, ©Of L0Armity, or Venial Sins, thefe may be done away by fe-
7vaii.desa- veral eafie methods, by Comtrition alone (fay fome,) nay, -
eramentisin - by Attrition alone (fay others,) by habitual Grace, fays a
Ipecie. third, &, But for mortal fins committed aftersa man is ad-.
mized g the’ Chirch by Baptifm; for thefethere is no o-
ther door of Mercy, butthc Prieffs Lips, nor hath God appointed, or
will admit of any o:her way of Reconciliation than this, of Confeffioa.
ta Prieft, and his Abfladions, - ol ' -

deat sd _ay s ol il

2

. This Sacrament of Penance therefore is called by them, Secunds Ta-
bulg poff manfiaginm, ithe peculiar, refuge of a: Japfed Chriftian, thz-enly

Sadéhqqnf)b.gfv 3 gpilty -Conicience, the fole means, of reftoring fuch 2
pﬁ;{pnxng‘ﬁeags:ﬁ af | Conicience, the Favour of God, and the Hopes of-
Heaven.. ; And: withaly this,imethod is held-to. be fo fovereign and ¢ffe-
{tual 2 Remedy, that it cures rories, guaties 3 and whatever a mans ‘it

<cgrriages have heen, and how oftenfoever repeated, if he do but as 6fren-
rcfort 10'it, he fhall return as pure and elean as-when he fitft came from:

the Fontss o

. This ready and cafie way,  (fay they) hath God allowed men, of quite*
ting all fares wich himfclf, in the wle of which they may have perfedt’
peace in their Conftiences, and mayithink of the dayof Jadgment wighs
oyt hotror, having their caft decided beforehand by Gods Deputy the’
Putlla aagithéic Pasdon seady to,produce; and plead at ithel Tribunale

htidt, 3 poilni2C] bns 95n870Myi 10 A8V 353 I8 10

What 3 mighty defelt is ittherefore in the Proteftant Ghiarélies, who
wanting this sacrament, want the principal Miniftry, of Reconciliation?
And, o pould ot joym himfelt to, the Socicty of thit Charchywhbre
thisg ééﬁg\a < 1s fo abundantly proyided for 2 For ifl all thisthe brie.J

Apuft be extremely fool-hardy, and;deferveso perithy who will ‘6t

- of it Communion, from whengeithe way:to Heavevis (o1vary-eafe
and obvious ; nO"‘;"?m%er‘thc refore, d fayy if riovonlythe loofe aid (vis
cious aré food of this -ommunion, - wherethey may-{iand:confefs, and-
confefs and finagain withont any great danger; -but it would be ftrarige -
if the, more Virtueus aod Prodent alfy, did ot Lout of hiore cattion”
thete isng man who underitands himfglfsi it muft be confeions of havis
iig, o nitted fins finec, bis Baptif,.and. then for feat fome ‘of them’
fhould prove to be of a mortal naturey itwill be his fafeft coutfeto be-
take' Wimlf to this refuge, and, confequently he;will eafily be-drawn

t 'R |
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v6 that - Chutch , whete: the: conly Remedy :of his Difcafe: is ta be
had. aolataed 2id yd basauos
" But'the beft of it is; thefe things are fooneo faid then proved;and more
eafily fanfied by filly people; than believed by thofe of Dil¢retions JApd:
 therefore there may be nooculpable PDefeflini the Reformed, Churches,:
that they truft not to this Remedy indo great aCale: And as forshe
Church of ‘England. tix particular, though- fhe hath o fondnefs: for:
Mohncebank Medicines, as abfepving themito he!feldom fuccefsful 5 yet
fhe'is not ‘wam ing incher Carejcand > Goinpallram tos the Souilsiunder hen
_ Guidance, but exprefleth as roneh TeadotheRofthoiriPeacg and. Gom-~
fort, asthe Church of Rowme can pretend to. Indeed fhe hath notjfet np
a Confeflors Chairin every Parifli, s for much def3- pldced.ithe Prieftin
the Seat of God: Almighty, as'thinkingiufafer, at feafbidn ordinary Ca=
fes, to remit men to the writtefl Widnd iof tiod;ldad oo thepublick Mi-
niftry theveof; for refolution’of Corifcienice| M hatr tashe {€orer Oracle of
o Pricft ina corner; -and advifes them rathér:tomabferveé what Godrhim-:
felf declares of the nature and guilcof fSin;,;;the"aggtt;ap.iatidné or -abate=:
ments of it, and thetermsand conditions of Pardods, thanwhat a Pricfts
pronounces.  But however this courfe doth not pleafe the Church of2
Rime, foriReafons beft Known to themfelvés, dvhich, if we may gucfs.
at, the main fecms to: be this, they desndtrthink it fiel to-detamen be!
their own Catvers, but lead-them like Childrer by thedand ymypmear<
infgis,they, keep people asmuch in Ignorance of the holy Seriptute ds theyr
can, locking that up from them: il an uaknown: T orgne jnacw:if thoy |
maynot be trufted with thofe facred ‘Récotds;folas tooinforom them-
{élves ofithe Terms of the: New; Covienantys tho«Conditidnss of rhe: Far-
doii-6€!Sin; and Salvationgsibas: ihionchus-reafinablecthiafi the: Prieft:
{Hould judge for them;oandphat they awalcytheimédioom: fidm his: Mouth..
Yet I donot fee why in a Proteftant Churchy.svlieseithe whele Religian®
isin’ the Mothen Tongue; thd el andoefipecially ithe New Teftament
conftantly rand eonfoigntiguflyex paviidadeand o fearch the Seriptores,
and o feé whsetber d{;’ngqb@;&rd@ arog |Efes mosy ¥ifayydwhyi i fuchracafe!
tlle{mta’tl@gmmah:gmat aferé bai exctfatbihe ticubleiof satcending!
feeret Confefhions, without to the Smildof then. 1ol 1 0 |
"But efides thiS, thereas al ntufinof, Confeffion’ and - Abfolutien:
‘too; in the Churchof LEagland; in €vcty Jays Service i which, thought
they be both imgenetial totmsy: as they oughtctQ:bein publick; Worthips; .
yet every Peniteat can both from.hisown ﬁpﬁfc,i;qc& fapply the-gener2--
titv of the Coffeffionrbya remariefuk reflétlion upon His own particular:
Sing; asiwell asif hawdid it/at the kncesiofia Priclt andjalfo 1 by an adlt
of ngchxmpplyf'th_e general Septence of. Abfolution: to his, own So}-;lﬁ,
o . with!




L DF Auricular Tonfellion. *
with as good and comfortable effeCts, as if it had been fpecially pro-
-nounced by his Confeflor. .
But this publick Confeflion dothnot pleafe the Romanifts néither, and
they know a Reafon for their diflike ; namely, becaufe this daoth not con-
‘ciliate {o great a Vencration to the Prieft-hood, as whensall men are
brought to kneel to them for Salvation: Neither doth this way make
them to pry into the fecret Thoughts of Men, as Auricnlar Confeflion
'doth, wherein the Prieft is not only made a Judge of mens eftate, but
a Spy upon their behaviour, and is )capable of becoming an Intelligen-
' g?r to his Superidrs iof all the Defigns, Interefts, and even Conftitutions
«@f the people. -l | o3 b : S '
M01‘Cov£r-ﬁhe Church of England allows of private Confeflions alfo,
as particularly in' th2 Vifitation of the Sick, (whichOffice extends alfo
to them that are troubledin Mind or Confcience, as well as to the af-
fliCted in Body) where the Minifter is directed to examine particularly,
the ftate of the Decumbents Soul, to fearch and romage his Confcience,
to try his Faith, his Repentance, his'Charity, nay, to move him to make
a {pecial Confeflion of his Sins, and afterwards to abfolve him upon juft
grounds. . ‘ )
Nay further yet, if {(befides the cafe of Sicknefs) any Man  fhall ei-
ther out of perplexity of Mind, ferupulofity or remorfe of Con{cience,
or any other devout confideration, think it needful to apply himfelf to
a Pricftof the Church of Englandfor Advice, Eafe, or Relicf, he hath
Incouragement and Dire¢tion fo'to do in the ficft Exhortation to the
Holy Communion, andimay be fure to find thofe who will tenderlyyand
faichfully, as well as feccetly adminifter torhis necefficies. - Sosthas I fee) -
not what defet or omiffion'can be.objectedito this:Churdhvin all this Af-
fair, or what Tentpeation any Man can' have upon this account 'te go
from us to the Churchof Romel 1000 e iloio14d = | i vLwost jom oh 139
But all this willnot fatisfie them of'the Church of Rame; they aceinel-
ther contented winh=phblﬁi¢kEqﬁlﬁdf_ﬁon,';mxﬁqhihnpd‘vm; Mo, nor With
fecret neither, ifitbgonly occaiionil orwvoluntary s [oisithe wniyerfas.
lity and neceflicy ofiv which they infif wpen: ‘foritiis 'not,withienem a ;
matter of Ecclefiattical Difdipline]: to ve;mrtzl;hcﬁmldabiiﬁ"thcfschf'i
ty, 'to/conferve ithe Reverenceofl thie' Churels, ‘o to' reftraimien] from
finning, or much fef§ an Offide of Expedieney and | Prudence 101 bt re-;
forted to'Wpon ekigenciesy onfuch asmay accidentatly become necefiary;
upon emergeney, jas fuppolecupon the atrocivyof fadt comumitted, the
fcandaloufhefyof fome porfons former life; 'which: thay make him - more:
doubtful of hisPardon, the weaknefs of his Judgment, the: Melancholy~
of his- Temper, -orthe Anxiety of his: Mind, or any fuch lﬂm.ocnaﬁghu
(N | | at
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Mées\ﬁnnfbe«aeﬁandfng indifpentible thy of all men.’ 4s thé condi-
tion of the Pardon of the Sims ; ina w*ord it muft be a Sacramentaf

‘Pivine lnftitution. and of Univerfal O‘kﬂrgatloh’

~9Y pd:ﬁl{hacouﬂa}of T rent detérrnms, St_f 4. Canon't. Si qmr‘dzxe..
rit in Eﬁ‘kﬂfcwﬂaikt it entiam now effe vere & priprié Sacyamentum pro
_ﬂ'&lﬁaﬂ yﬂf&:‘pﬁ B’apt /Iwm it pe(:rm:x)?&mb# ipf? Deo rctbncxi;zmdn
@ Doirtd ol ng “inftitmtum, dranarhems fif ;. e. Vet bim'be accurfed,
who fhall affirm that Penance is nottruly'and properly a Sacrament in-
fricured “and appomtcdr in the Uaiverfdl Church; by our Lord Chrift
himfef; "for the reconciling thofy uhn&raijlsto thc E}mncMa]ezft‘.y,L who»
have fallen into Sin after their Baptifm," "

Ahd? Sﬂ"ﬁ}é%&ﬂml’ part of that Detréeet-}r*y tcachﬁnd all*tt 'more-
par@“}ealaﬂ‘y“ Frrﬁ‘ That dur Sawour inftituted thrs Sacrament exprefs-
l.?’ ?ob'go 23, iJ i DOIJIHEO D
2. That this Sacrament conl' fts o,f two.par z, the Mat- SeCabe
ter gnmne Foriii'; 'Wau:si' of the crajfricj‘ (fow nafs md- | ngt_l!,.... ;
teria, as*tHey’cautro fpeak) ‘s« the afbl%faﬂ Aetsof tht:Pcm-— |
tent, namely, Contrition, Coﬂﬁ:’ﬂ?&x fid'Satisfaltion ; the Form of it
lxsthe aét of the Pricft in"thefeWwordy, 'Abfolvore. - " =

3. That therefore it s the duty’ o} every Man who hath fal- = Cap. 3.
len after Baptifm, as aferefaxd torc lS fms at: 163& oncc ‘
ay'ear toa Prieft. - * fag W

‘4. That this Conﬁﬂiorr isto’ Ue%c:rct, for ptlbhtk‘C“onfciT on Crzp 53
they fay is neither commanded nor expedient.

5. That this Confeffion:of Mortal Sin be very exa&t'and par-- Thid.
ticular, together: with all circamftances, efpecially fuch as f e=.
ciem fa&; nmtant, alter the kind or degree of Sin, ‘and that it Zbid. .
extend to the ‘moft fecret Sins; even of Thou‘fht or agamﬂ:
the ninth.and tenth Commandment. '

6. That the Penitent thus doing, the Abfolution of the Prieft’ Cap.6.
hereupon ‘pronounced is ‘not conditional or declaratwe only,
but abfolute and judicial.. -

Now in eppofition to this Dotrine and Decrée of theirs, and the
Praftice of that Church purfuant thereof, as well as in defence of the
Do¢trine and Pradtice of the Church of En land inthat particular, 1 will-
here endeaveur to make good thefe three thmgs

. That our blefied Lord and ‘Saviour hath neither in his Gofpel n--
ﬂm:utcd fuch an Auricular Confeffion as aforefaid, nor, muchlefs, fuch:
a-Sacrament of Penance as the Church of  Rome fuppo{es in the recited

Decree.
a. ‘I’hai Auricular Confeffion hath not ‘been' of .conftant and wvai--

verfal 4



verfal ufe in. the, Chwiftian, Glryr de“x&‘ih f#o'gm&éfpsﬁﬁ@dlﬂm@hﬁ |
dooked upon as of; Sact ;E% bligation. . - a&o go13
'3. That Auricular ._an qsqg i gewbu&df.m the: .of
ls net oply BRgegE ! burden ¢ 1 many, refpects ve-

.r voust .tl L.cnds of. Chriftiag-R g
yfg‘ gﬁrﬁ QP amfz,: F qgr%?dnhen (aﬁgfam orlt) t‘hma:tﬁ
of fucl \an Auricular, Gon 13&\111 reformed Ch “can be butan

lr{ﬂ!&u akfgg EP %g&l txo ﬁe magic good then ‘,fgqn héligq)g;c-

at al iRy wﬁ,ﬁlm;chg?lﬂ;? %ﬁ'ﬁh a Riig, bug a hqulmnnd
mpdfition on their parts eqmrqna [i2 c 1 folig) o
Bt ifrthe thin bg true, it will l}e 5% on, and. J,grgatt ﬁlult

f the Church.c Rorre to perfevere in the. Etion and. Prafiice,
it, and the Excellcncy and éx mmcndatlon of thoi'c thurgﬁe%gvmch eg

cludeit. . .‘ 2 TiRsoY e

I'begm with theﬁr ’i‘p,q,l,{gt dﬂ 1 ar r,fxat our qum hath
inftirated fuch :anﬁ,uuc B, ha ﬁamment gaf;P@n,aaca
as the Church of Koma Prct ég 5. 3

I confefs it is a Negative whac He,t@ yggler;a.}{e to make gopd wbach
is accounted, a: difficult Provmcg, gt the C ounp {of Tren: hat;h reliev-

ed us in that particular, by, f M the Intit ution exprefly upon that
one paffage gf the Go?f’pe 2§ 62.2. So that we" ﬁplal 1 not need, tq

examige th of,Sc ifcover what, fqat&eps
vine Inft:ltu‘?‘.1?)(nh(‘)rr‘llé?a\jB %eyfouﬁd Q&%Bg?_ Eée for the Council wholly ;g..
- fifts .and relies upon that Text of -St. S‘Gb:z -and thcrefovq if that fall
them, the whole AHypos s fails to the ground.. i ssluoit
Now for thpole,arng,, this, let uslay the. woyds befq;‘e m, and
they are thclfé c}ré bed on- tbcm, mf f:z;d,, Recgme et}aa FHoly Gh_pjg
whofoever fins )e‘rcmt 1 éjmrc remrrcd ko uhen wbo CUEr fins Yereiint,;
lkv_y @ TCrA{tEd. . 1 . 3, ok T
Now herel appeal g_any Man tlgat hath Eyes in hlS Heacf O Earsc@
hear, whether in this Text there be an y onge word pf Aunculér, Copfe[‘.
Lon, :or much kcfs of fucha qirqumitantiated: ong, as they regnire ; And
this is fo mapifeft and notorious, that their own. ancient Cdnonilts and:
fzyeral of their learned Divines, arc alhamed of the e,pretence of . Divine,
Ingtitation founded upon. this or. any ot cc _pallage, QFSc,np,ture : 3“4
therefore. age content tq defend thc.Br ice of the: Chuq;gof Rowie in
this:p am;cu{lar upon the account of, the:Apehoricy neral ufage,
of the Church uch we ﬁnll.,)com,qj&q)exaqunc I;y :_—,u gnlg its qng

lace.

“dp tbc meantime -1, cannot. choofe byt gdrmre the ; m;ggny J\ﬁ} o( a

amm I 3
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SDE Quricular Conellion. i
omanift, who can believe, in fpight of his own eyes.. 1t feemed to us an
{ifu ) t"g’glé”' ?ﬁtu‘ltbﬂl]fététc’:foré;‘for a man t,g;] perfvade himielf thai:'h}
ﬂﬁe‘éiféﬁié‘ii{ of the Eucharift Bread _vy'a’é ‘tranfubliantiated into Elefh,
becaufe it was a a-inftéﬁclggprérﬁteltim’ony of fenfe, yea, although for
that there was the cou ,ténari,qéf of five figurative, Chyt. miltakep) words
to fupport“tt{e"c‘reduﬁgy' ;- but ’th’is‘,of‘thé, Sacra mqntgpl”, Penance cleatly
out-cloes it ; for here a man muft believe a thing to be, ‘when as there is
not fo much as one word for the ground of his Faith, or the,proof of the
thing in queftion. How many Sacraments may not fuch -men have
if they pleafe’?” What voluminous Crecds may not they fwallow:
and digeft ? What Mountains’ may not fuch a wondcrful Faich re-
move? Mges v b g Nl SR e
“ But let us hear what they have to fay for themfelves; perhapsin the
firft place they will plead the authority of the Council of T7enr, which
hath peremptorily determined the fenfe of the-pallage of the Gofpel to
the purpofe aforefaid. Indeed that Council in the third Canon of their
fourteenth Seflion, doth damn all thofe who deny that a Sacrament of
Penance and Auricular Confesfion is prefcribed in that Text of St. Fohn,
or who apply it to any other purpof¢c. But in fo doing, they both ufurp
a Prerogative which was never pretended to, or practifed by any Coun-
cil before them, and withal they bctragf;,ﬁ'confciolufneﬁ that the Text it
felf yielded no fufficient evidence of the thing which they defigned to
countenance by it ; for'what Councils (ever till now) brought a Text,
and then impofed an Interpretation upon it contrary to the words? And
then backt that Interpretation with an Anarhema 2 If the Text were
plain, or could be made fp,{.Wl;gﬁWas not that done? Aad to be fure, if

that cannot be done by other meats, the curfe will not doit; at leaft to
ahy but very obediént Romar Confciences. Befides, if this courfc be,ale
lowed, 1 fee ot but'a Cotintil may bring in what Religion they pieafe,
having firft made a Nofe'df Wax of the Holy Scripture,and then writhed
it into what fhape they beft phanfy ; “for-in fuch a cafe, if the words of
the Gofpel d ;.IJOE,@Y(}GEM, Ican govern the fenfe, and if the letter be
filent _'dr'int_gaf&abtg '-Irinjfre]lp t‘hﬁf ‘with an Interpretation y and:if I
have authority g‘lri’é ifide; de\énq\i};ﬁ‘ o impofe that, under the peril of
Anathema, 1 di nd 160Ber an. Interpreter or 2 Judge, but a  Law-giver,
and neeﬂﬁnq’tf“t;'buble’ y felf ﬁﬁ‘}bAf?’fﬁFﬁ’f’ ¢ft, but may (if I will{peak
plaind fay decretin eff, and the bulinefs 15 dore. _ &
‘But'if @c@petjﬁé;ﬁ.j*étter_ of ﬁcéif)fl‘yre,'_ nor. the Authority of a Council
will ‘do fv*this cafe) ‘then ifithe fecond place they think they have at
leaft fo g@éonrh_o( Reafon to relieve theém ; ‘and if they cannot find Au-
ricular, Confeffion ia ‘the Text), “yet they will by confequence infer
Jil) i .Ju;...-‘..!...u--*.g diyy A e
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ietherfes s for ey fay’ atlé'hB fhdked it i ertie it isas ffg;ra@
M’eﬂtioned yet ltis.ce,rtm (juf‘Sa_ﬂonrlut T b? g ]‘Ba

tated 4 Sacrament of Pe cc ahd t eref’q & Aq 1§u1 r Confc
né—ccﬂfanl elmplled beciufe "Kbiot nﬁd &e U %‘j}ife s |
Hcret{re Wﬂl"dbfet\rétﬁat‘the, irf ﬁ*‘ ol birwees ys
i very mach al éd.’, for‘ve are") oW faflen ﬁ‘om the c,g‘#ﬁﬂ‘ rat‘lbn Q?
the Divine Inftitution of Aurxc:uiar Confeflion in pat‘tx? ldra t L‘ha; Pf 3
Sacra nent'of ‘Penﬁhcé in genérai 1. ¢. ﬁom gdu A PrOAEL 103 )ﬁzéymcllz-
_,g.t‘rm* _But we will follow the, it’hc*r ‘alfo, andj thx.d.k: of :hxfp
attcr,we will Ti‘eﬂy’ confider’ le'fé fh*‘é‘é'tlur{? :
" 3.J % hether tHat can propetly be faid 16 c5P Diitdd In"tltu,.lon,

‘and ncceﬂary to Salvatlon.hwhu:h depunds on an Infercnce, and i is ro-
\‘ted only by an fanuénds?' " "

hether it can bz réﬁ nab1e to affert tﬁat our S,avnogr th“ré A=
ﬂlt«ft!:‘? a Sacrafent Of Peiadce, where not “only Ausicy ‘Conf‘ﬁo,a!,

But the whole rﬁé“té.x" ‘Of%c iT‘Sam ame,‘nt is }eft unde ;lP(?' b e
Q3¢ W’hethet 611‘1‘ Sm.io (had; Hone T ac whlch 1f 1S, p?am Jié,'h fh
not,that is) had e‘rem‘mfﬁted and appeinted all thof thin £s, whch}'by_
thie Chrurch of ‘Romic are‘i‘eqﬁlfed as the material pa:ts of ;l-”manc:c;5 yec

thrs could not have been efteemcd a Sacrament 2.

‘For tht ﬁrrtﬁf thafe, we ha’ve 1o mp.re % g}o bgp; 1‘ dcr ih ,

R:rfg‘andﬁ gnifitarion 0 {hls Ward 7 zmr,z inthe con non
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WW of Penanceconfiibsof Matberand Fornsthe Forh
is thePricfts m&vmamm Magdrials of this Sacrament
are Contrition, Gonféffiontoal Pricft; ard Satisfattion2er Performance
of the Penance enjoy ©7d by primy- iowit s evidentohat fot only Adrigic
lar Confeflion (ot which we hrave {iakien hitherto) bt gl BoTontrition
and Satisfactionare wholly-omitted and paft everhin filencéiby thc Bvan:
gelift in this paflage of Scripture}: from whonte they feich theigoSacras
sment of Ponance’s Andis irnot a wonderfud ftrange thing, that our Sat
viour fhould be fuppofed to inftizute a Sacrament without any Material®
ofiitatall? mrcrydhmfom»thwmlbe clshet: sbwy Spirérial Sacra+
mm;;,ot‘mgm:au 2 2eminid ny v hog

J.et us guefs at the pvohabehty of this. in pmpotdots to eitlier of the
other undoubted Sacraments. - Suppofe our Saviour inftead of that ac-
curate formin which he infrituted thc Eucharift hadonly faid, I would
-have; 3wmwatfcqﬂrsmnd,aﬂ thatfhall believe om'i ?‘*‘Name tokeepa
Membpriakof me w.imﬂlmm@new Oc.fuppofk he faidonly as he dfth
o G 53,y flfl s M imalcs wnd oy Bloodbis ik AU
any one.have concluged Here;/that our Sa’vmurin forfaying, had appoins
ted, Bread; and Wine to be-Confecrated, to be reeeided iR fuch 2INanngt,

andoin 2 wagd tharhe had (without more adty)- iﬂ&ﬁit&teﬂ fuch.a, Sacra-
Anent apweafually Celebrate?! N oxmﬁ% JEHE& eforenwe {ce our
Sai 1ﬁ¢h€z,moﬂbmciqeﬁaﬂ H‘-f %trh bepfor ket akés
Broed hleffpsicy 4 bneaky st %ﬂ%ezmltqdﬁ’ﬁ thz,t z: bod !
e and rjﬂdgﬁwm beizakes '(ﬂa:&kp Mc 311* Mﬂ '}Pru’r
Drisk yé wlof ths , forhis sea hedNew 4##%&1: jﬁd tr}%
“adgds, me it rewenr e lof9r:¢ Lo NIDO WE thélre BbIEEY
atuﬁ,asmmﬁof onr:Saviows pithe Eutianif cois me‘:’ﬂif hé fhmﬂ
dntgnd tond stm et of Penancyy! and tmﬂs Hectlary to S.a
vation(inthe ion of the Reimaks }':r;}asr‘lﬁ aERer, d\lﬂ with. fms‘)Fom-:
_of words, W b}d# ver fimi ye. rém;ﬂlajma: o i) & 51’1‘& avichod: tife
leaft meption of (bnfeﬂ'mﬂdzmimdé OF any 0 ‘ocher iaberial or nét!éf-«
fary\pgmqwcﬂmﬁqﬂmﬁm'{ a0 Sl tiiw e il Tuo

3. But inthe third and laft place, let us it tppéféithzft%ﬂr Sa ol qH

in ghe Texs beforgasanfticuted Penanee; and Rad-appoirfic & pattichl:
a,ﬂ{hofe things, which they cail the material péi‘t'é éf it; gaf u: s cndenc
hqhﬁhﬂ@ﬁ%&ﬁ;ﬂmﬂn; and tpon thac SuPpefitio Eolac WQ ld

_not have provel 40 aSacramenspeeperly ecalled. -
ik confe ding) to Mofaccépté@én of the mofd“SBtramcnr
Jomethingmaytbe faid fpirivy for fasndﬂf are many things hidve had the
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the-whole Chriftian Religion 4 Sacrament. St Auftin in feveral places
calls Bread, Fifh, the Rock, and the Myftery of N umber; Saerdirfeics ;
foriie hath givenaisa general Rule if his. fifch Epiftie, viz, Thavali
Signs when they belong o Divine thingsare called Sacramens ;! Arid in.
confideration: hereof itis.acknowledged by Caffuider, that the Number
of Sacraments was indefinite- in the €hurchof Rome IRIF, Tuntil 'the
times of Perer Lombard. ‘But a1 this notwithftandin ,and-properly fpea-
1ng, this Rightiof-Penance taking it altogether (and even fuppofing
whatloever the Romiarifts can fuppofeto belong toit) canfot be reputed
a Sacrament, ‘according to the allowed Definitions of a1Sacrainent des
' livered by their own Divines. Some of themvdefine 5SaL
¢ Higo ce1 S, cramentthns, 4] Satriment i eft eorporale clenierntim for is
Vi Iib de S Jenfibilier propo/itum, ex femilitudime reprafentans & e I
Zﬂb’: i, set, | SEirnrione figmficarni, & ex Sanctifications eoutizens ip; 167
ik f 3;‘;}‘; il lem gratiam, . And the 4 Maiter of the Senﬁtﬂi;%-him‘f??f
1ol ol oe o delgribes itifmncWhatmorch;ieﬂy,burw the fame effectlin
thele wards; ; acramentiin eff iﬂ@iﬁ&ﬂf%"g"wwﬂ‘?i{*ﬁﬁ!ﬂ; efifdenigrari.
dmaginem geveus & Cailfatxiftens, bothwi{ich definit 2 ; Tedg
gl L r-.;;\&appla_ﬂgiedﬂ‘by the Jefuit v Beedrny + And the ﬁlaiﬁ';tﬁﬁth
:B;Caﬁ“‘?‘!"{?- 18, a,Saerament cannot be better expreltin foofew words,
Wi +. puast ABIN UL isby A St-afin When he calls it ‘verbion wifibite i
Lib, 493G 6e| ¥ilible Word, orGofpels For it _pleafed tha DivineWif.
2

smuch as herein, our Eyes and other Senfes as well as our Ears'are made
Witnelles of bis gratigus: Intentions. Thus by Ba tifmal wafhing he
gives us a fenfible token and reprefentation of our cgeneration, and
the wahin away of our, Sins by the Blood of Chrifty and by.theparte-
cipation o Bre,aé and Wine in the Lords Supper we |

- 1ave a Token and
Symbol of our Union with Chrift, our Friendfhip with God *and  Com-
munion with cach ogher. . - - :

our, Weaknes, and thereby to give us £nfible. Tokens or

» fymbolical or fignificative, which feems to.

.be as exprefly contrary. to. their own Doclrine in'the aforefaid Definici.
- .08 asto the Trathit RIf, |
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- Now forthe clearing of this) 'thouglel am:here onlyfupbn the defen~
five; ad fo botiddite no moteivhait to examinethe Proofs whigh the Ro-
manifts bring for their Pretenfions| byet <l will:deal ingenuonflyss as feek-
ing'net to fiide Flaws, biit-te) diftdver the Truty rand sehierefore give
thefe Inftances'asdo many Redfonsfor the Negativei=r oo 1,2 WO Tisr

- Inthe il pldcey’ I'crave leave to premife tﬁﬁ:‘ilﬁﬁn(ﬁduhgﬁonf;ﬁ
fion were fo-greata Golpel Myftery fo wonderfully efficacious a: me-
thod of faving'Souls, as 1o be typified-fih thé Law (as the Romanifts
teach) as well asinfticuted in the’ Gofjel; ‘and praftifed by the whole,
Churely, ‘ofie 'might feem: juftly:towonder how. it comes to pafs that
rhierefould’ b mé mention;now appeatancé/of it in the whole courfe
of our Savioursiewn Midiftry; he ufed to be an Example, as. well
asa Law-giver to the Church, he wafthed his Difciples: E¢et-before he
énjoyned them -to 'wafh one anothers;: héexemplified the other Sacra- |
nichts’ before e spreferibed his - Apoftles toradminiftet- them, «and one
wouldihaveth tduchcan.Inftance df his Example didd been more. ae-
céllary in this bufindfs of Penance;: rathér than any other, if'it had been
but to make way for the Underftanding of fo obfcure an Inftirution: 3
fince of pecialiy,;onewould have thought to find fome: Traces of this- in
the Miniftery of our Saviour, becavfe he daily converfed with Singers,-he
reproved them, inftructed them, healed them, pardonedthem,-but ne-
verbrought any of thei to fuch a Confeflion as we arcitreating of; wiz.
T6 ar particularenumeration of their Sins ‘with ‘the cir¢umftances, nog
upon fo ‘doing féemally: ‘abfolvedihem. His very Difsiples- ( fome of
which had-been great Sinners ) were admitted withoutlit 3 the Woman
of Samaria was told by hinpall that ever the-didy bue (hewas mot bropght
on‘hér kaeésto maké her ownConfeflion ;jg‘bmimaﬂ:m:%efq{@ll it is,
thatothe Womadr taken in/Adbitery,when hel hadytiade: her i Acqufer sflink
away, was not privately brought to it ; it may be they will dayy thers
was 1o need of Confeflianta him 'whorkneiwalbhgfore, butsyet Hitmight
bdve been: nectllary to bringithefe Sinners-to: beathamed) of themfelves
by that'means toi work [Ridpentance; and i §hent, for. Pardon, at lealk
if this Method-had Beenof fch mighy hie-andowondetfol meceffity as is
pretendedei Nivdl Sn¥’ ai 5l 2apfinen Yo frasd dasrd 53151 & Howd 15 1 inaT
~''2. "But 6 let pafiithat!; Jinothé next placgriailis: matter;of wonder that
nothing of thiso Practite appedrs.ini ‘the; Miniffny of ohe, Apoftics ; they
went about preactingithe Golipel, -calling. Mémtio - epentance,- erecing :
and ‘governing Ghudches, :but hevar fetthenfelves dovinian a Cosifeflors
Chairy for Penitents ddcyedy totell whem inl their! Bar thig Story of their
vicious-Lives 5 indeed/we: read;: éton 9. 18.:That, fome. canw in and
fhewed these-Decds ? bt firft it was vobmtacy,  and in afic of; holy Zeal,
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for we cannot find that they were required to do it, as of Sacramental
Obligation ; and befides, the Confeflion was publick before the Chureh,
not clancular, and whifpered in fecret 5 itis true alfo, that St. Fawes,.
chap. §. 16. advilts the Chriftians to confefs their faults one to another,
(which is made a mighty evidence in this cafe; ) but it is as true, that this
was {poken in an extraordinary cafe, asappears ver. 14. in bodily fick-
nels and diftrefs of Conicience, they are advifed to lay open their con-<
dition, in order to relief and fuccour, by the more ardent and affeftio-
nate Prayers of thofe who fhould be made privy to it, but it is not made
a ftanding and univerfal rule for all men to comply with , whether they
be fick or well, in profperity or adverfity, perplexed or quiet in their
Confciences, much lefs of Sacramental and neceflary obligation, as in the
Roman Church.

3. Let usgo onin the next ages dfter the Aroftles, for about twe
hundred years we find not one word of this kind of Confeflion,which we
enquire for. Indeed the writings of that time which are extant, are not
many, but if this bufinefs had been of fuch confequence as is pretended,
it is ftrange that thofe holy men, Jenatius, Clemens, and Fuftin Martyr

~ fhould not have any mention-of it.

Indeed Belarmine brings us one inftance within this period, and that
is from Jrenens, who fpeaking of certain women who had been abufed by
Marcion the Heretick, faith they afterwards came and confefled all, with

. fhame and forrow, to the Church. But what is this to the purpofe > We

difpute not againft publick Confeflion, which is acknowledged to be tru-
ly Primitive, and we wifh it had been conftantly maintained in after-
ages, it is only the neceflity of Clancular Confeflion that we are unfatis-
fied in, and this paflage {peaks.nothing at all to that cafc.

4. InTertullian’s time, which was alfo much about two hundred years
after our Saviour, we find great things {aid of Confeflion, but it is of that
which was publick, and in the face of the Church, not to a Prieft ina
Corner 3 and this indeed was greatly incouraged and required by the
holy Men of thofe times, as that which in the cafe of open and fcandalous
fins; freed the Church both from the guilt, and from the reproach of
them,and in the cafe of fecret fins,was a means (by open thame) to bring
men to Repentance, and fo to Pardon. And the Confeflion was princi-
pally dire&ed to God,who was the perfon offended by the fin, yct it was
made before men to raife a fervency in their Prayers, as is noted before,
and to obtain their effectual interceflion with God on behalf of the peni-
tent. Thisthat ancient Writer makes manifeft to be his fenfe in his
Beok de Paritenrsa 1n thefe words, Plerumque vero jejuniis preces alere, 7=
gemifceve, lachrymariy G mugive dies »ollejque ad Dominnm Deym o,

£0.) | C Pre.vy-
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Dresbyteris ad wolvi, o aris (or-rather charis) dei adgeniculari, omuibns fra«
tribus legationes fite deprecationis injungere, bac omnia ex homologe fis ut péni-
tentiam commendet , &, the penitent often joyas fulting to his,prayers,
weeps, wails, and mioans night and day before God, cafts himfelf at the:
' R (< 1) 7 the Pricfts, kneels to all holy people, and-intreats.
Terr. Ap.s.39 - all'the Brethren to be his Interceflors with-God: Almighty:
e © . for his pardon: This is penitential Confiflion, G. And:

Andin his Apology more plainly 5 Coimusin Cetum, &g ioidem; exhorta-.
tionesy caft igationes & eenfwra: dn;r‘m nain & judicatur Megno; cim pondere ut:
‘?’f‘d certos ae Diiconfpeiin, [ummumgs furuct judicihprdfudicium of fi quis.
id_deliqiierit uf 4, compunone, &c. religetur 5wz have ({aith he) in cur
E¢clefiattical Aimblics, a fpiritnal Judicature, and with great gravity

- cenfure: Offenders, Gc. Bat I need fay no more of this ;
Beatus Rbenan _for we have the Tefltimony of  Beatus Rhenamus, one of the
Wprerl G R man Chintel, andiof great anfight into Eccleiiaftical Af-
D dokckishs ¢ 11 guves us this account of Lertuliinn and his timgs.
reat. 24h 2, W LU 5IVES US LIS gccount of Lertulla is.t1ngs,

- mihsl lum de clancilaria illa peniteptia, logui, qie id temporis
penitus ignorabatnr ; there was no fuch thingas feeret or Clancular Con-
feflion in ufe in Tortulhan’s time,which was a thing not fo much as known-
by the Chriftian Church in thafe dagss, -0 o vunivd skt Fnabd
& o -5 Togoa littlelower, fuch, was the mannerof pros
St Cyprian.  ceedings in St. Cyprigis time, a5 he himfelf. defcribes it,
lib.3-Eph.15.  the finner by ontward geftures and tokens thew’d himfelf
P » o to be forrowfuland penitent for. his fin, and thea made
liumble Confeflion thereof befolre}t'h;;_ Wwhole -Congregation, and defived
all the Brethren to pray for him ; which dope, the Bifhop. iand Clergy:
.~ 'laid their hands upon him, and fo-reconeiled-him :So it
OgeninPf.37. . was alfo in Omger’s time, and once forall; to-deliver. the
gezmm jis. 3, Gultom of the Church in thofe tinjes, touching this pat-:

cap. 16, ticular, I will add the words of the Hiftorian; Rej.adtera

e o, LA f€ pronos, abjiciunt, 8. they. that,are ‘eanicious s0
themfZlves to have‘oﬁfénded,fall down flat upon the ground ‘withWegp-
t1g and lamentatiops in the Church, on the other, fidg the Bithop rins:to:
them with tears'in his eyes, and falls down to the ground,alio in token;
of forrow and compasiian, and. the whole. Congregation; 10 the omean:
while fxmpathizin‘g with both, is overwhelmed with tears, G, - 1ipe
oo 6. I we go lower et to the ;imeslofﬁﬁ.'ﬁhzyfq‘imbndlx
sz, Ch;{ﬁf{‘ ™« St- Auflin, we find thofe holy men f; peaking very, flightly of
ff.’.', ;’”—"’ﬁ' - Confeliion to men, fo lictle did, they. think of Auricular:
Ca;;}:}' g’”m_ - Confeflions being a Sacrgmc,nt,l‘St, Anftin’s Judgment in
we.Ge - g Cafc we have heard, before, i the tenth Bogk of his,

Con-.
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Confeflions, and third Chapter ; dnd for the othcr, the Tellimonics out
of him are fo many, and fo well known, that I cannot think it neceflary
to gragj'gribq them; and as for St. Ferom who lived about the fame time,
1 think it fuflicient to repeat the account of Era/mus, who was very con-
verfant in his Writings, and indeed of all the other Fathers, and wha
had noothér faunlt I Know, but that he did uiec Mordaci radere vero, to be
too greata Tell truth; which fure will not invalidate his. Teftimony ; his
words are thefe, dpparct tempore Hieranini nondum ;_‘ﬂﬁ.imtgm fuiffe. ﬁzjc}-(-‘
tam admifforim Confelfioncm.— Verim in boc l;zb}ézzt-.;zr‘ Lircologs q‘zq&{:«z:}:fq-.
Tim dttent, quod i:";ie‘fveré'ijes [ersbint de publica & _generali confe(fione, ea trae
hunt ad occultam & longe diver(i gemeris, i. e, Itis evident (faith he) that.in
St.. Ferom’s time (which was about four hundred cars after our Saviodﬁi
there was no fuch thing as fecret Confeflion in ufe ; but the miftake s
that fome few later and in¢0nﬁdef4£5 Divings have i:ﬁlié;p the initances, of;
general and publick Confeflion then pfactiled, for argumehts of that Aus,
ricular Confeslion which is now afcd, though quite of a different nature
from it. ' - Tt e ¥ el , i
Thus we have traced the Cuftent of Anti uity for four or five hunw
dred years to [earch for the Head of this Vilus, the {ourceand rife of that
_kind o ,Qo_nfeﬂ_ig_q vyh'}ch is fo highly magnified by the Church of Rome,
but h ,tp’éi‘tb, we have dpii,ﬂ;f ot fﬂﬁji?f'lt’ and this methinks fhould bey
fufficient to ftaggds df impattial ,,h'{q_u rer, (atdealt it ds as much ascan be;
expedied in {o flort a Treatife as this is intend=d to be-) and may fatisfy,
the unprejudicate, that there is aslittic of Antiquity to favour this, Riteys
as there is of Diving Ihfﬁi‘thgib 110 be pleaded for it. 1 But'yet I know on
the other fide,that the Romanifts p{'et‘eh'd to bring abundanee of Teftimas:
nies for it, and Bellarmine particularly gocs from Century to’ Century
with his Citations to prefcribe for the conftant and uninterrupted ufe.of
it, but'I do fincerely-think that th’eft': four following fhort Obfervatiors,
will inabl¢'a man to.angv&e'f them all. | e pasdh b O-50 £ Aot Bing
1. Tobferye, that whereas this, word. Exomologefis. is chuhéql;x_ niedi
by divers of the Fathers, as the Phrafe whereby %he‘y intend. io g xprefs,
the whole nature of Repentance in afl the parts. and branches of it,as4s,
evident by the pallage I cited ovt of Zertidlian de Penit. even now; and lis!
af}mbwred%ed by Bllzrmine himfelf; neverthelefs,. meerly bé'c;jpfgghqt-;
word Tignifies Qqnféﬁ?:bh properly, and nothing ele, thele RomiflrSophims
ﬁféfs‘,‘;wﬁ ¢re they find this word Exopiologe/is, force;it into anargaaints
fof_ﬁh‘ﬁt’Co!fE Tion, which fhei‘,cbﬁtéﬁ}d for; and o feveral Difcounfes)
of the Fathers,’ C‘bn“befn'ih'.‘KeBéhtaﬁé‘ein'gé:ncral,aré made to, be nothing:
DUt Extioitations toy or Encomiuns of Confellion in particular,, and; that’
muft be nothing_elfe neither but Avticular Confeflion, the thing in Que-
AT C 2 fion:
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ftion. A calt of his skill in this way, Belarmine gives us in Jrensiss, the
very firft Author hecites for Auricular Confesfion in the laft guoted
Book ard Chapter of his Writings De Sacramentis.

2. Whereas the Novatians excluded all hopes of Repentance or Par-
don for {ins committed after Baptifm, but the true Church contrariwife
admiitted to hopes of Pardon upon their Repentance ; upon this occafion,
when fome of the Fathers juftly magnify the advantages, and comforta-
blenefs of the true Church above the Schifmatical, as that.it fet opena
Door.of Hope to thofc who confefled their fins, and applied themiclves
to her Miniftry : Hence thefe witty men will perfwade the world, that
every true Church had a Confcflors Chair, and. foch a formal way of
pardoning as they now practife at Kome ; 2sif there was no remisiion,
of'Sin, where there was no Auricular Confesfion, and as if all that exclu-
ded the latter, rejeCted theformer ton, and were no better than Nova-
tidan Hereticks ; when-as in Truth, the power of the Keys is exercifed in
all the Miniftries of the Church, and fhe pardons and retains fias, other-

. | wife than by the Oracle of a particular Confeflor, as we
Eellnm.de Penit.  have {een alteady. This piece of jugling the fame
Lib,:3.C. 8. Bellarmine 1s alfo guilty of in his Citation of Laflans

: tiis. , ; . _ P

« 3. Whereas the ancient Writers are much in the ¢ommendation of
Ceonfeflion of fins, whether it be to God or to the Church, but generally.
tatending that which is publick, it 1s common with thofe of the Church.
of Rome, tolay hold of all fuch fayings as were intended to perfwade to,.
aad iacourage publick Confeflions, and to apply them to Auricular.or

18-VIC Clancular Confesfions, thus particularly the afore-
Id. Lib. 3. C.6. faid Author does by Tertullian in his Citaticn of
LR him. ' ' 5
‘#. And Laftly, Whereas it is alfo true that féveral of thofe holy men,
of old, do in fome cafes very much recommend Confesfion of fecret fins,_
-and perfwade fome forts of men to the ufe of it, namely thofe thatare
in great perplexity of Conicience, and that needed Ghoftly Counfel and.
Advice,or to the intent that they might obtain the asfiftance of thz Chur-
ches Prayers, and make them the more ardent and effctual on their be-.
half, whereas I-fay, they recommended this as an expresfion of Zeal, or
aprudent expedient, ar at moft as neceflary only in fome cafes pro kic &
mne. Thefe great Patrons of Auricular Confesfion do. with their ufual
artifice apply all thefe paffages, to prove it to be a ftanding and univer-.
fally neceffary duty, a'Law to all Chriftians, this is a very common fault
amongft them,and particularly St. Cyprian is thus mifapplied by the fame.
ferementioned Writer, Lib. 3. Cap. 7. '

Hither_
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HiLherto-inquiriné into the moft ancient.and pureft-times of the
Church, by the Writings.of the Fathers of thofe times, we have not
been able to difcover any fuflicient ground for fuch an Auricular Con-
feslion as the Church of Rome pretends to, much lefs fora,
conftant and uninterrupted fuccesfion of it. But now after - S«ra. Hf-
all I muft acknowledge there is a paflage in Ecelefiaftical /%5 ¢ 19
Hiftory which feems to promife us {atisfaltion herein,and ¢,¢
therefore muft by no means be {lightly palled over without

due confideration ; it is the famous ftory of Nettarius Bithop of Con-
- fantinopke, and Predecellor to St. Chry/offers, which hapned fomsthing
Iefs then four hundred years aficr our Saviour. %

" The.Story as it is related by the joint Teftimoay of Socrares and So-
zomen vuns thus : Inthe time of this Necfarius there.was (it {eems) a Cu-
ftom in.that Church (as alfo in moit others) that enec of the Presbyters.
of greateft Piety, Wildom and Gravity fhould be chofen Penitentiary,.
that is, be appointed to the peculiar Office of receiving Confeilions, and:
to asfitt and direct the Pénitents inthe management of their Repentance:
Now it happens that a certain Wo.nan of Quality,ftricken with remorfe:

of Con{Cience, comes to the Penitentiary (that then was) and according:

to Caftom, makesa particalar Confesfion of all {uch fins, as fhe was con-

{Cious to her felf to have committed fince her Baptifm, for which he ac--
cording to his Office appointed her the Penance of Falting, and conti-

nual Prayers to expiate her Guilt, and give proof of the Truth of her

Repentance. But fhe proceeding on very particalarly in her Confesfions,

at laft amongft other things.comes to declare that a certain Deacon of
that Church had lien with-her ; upon notice of which horrid Fact, the
Deacon.is forthwith cafhiered,. and caft eut of the Church: by which.

means the mifcarriage takes air, and coming to the knowledge of the.
people, they prefently fall into a mighty commotion and rage about it,.
partly in deteftation of fo foul an action of the Deacon, but principally:
in contemplation of the difhonour and fcandal thereby refle¢tzd on the-

whole Church. The Bifhop finding the Honour of the whole Body of
his Clergy extremely concern’d in this accident, and. being very anxious
what to do in this cafe, at laft by the Counfel of one Exdemon a Presby-

ter of that Church, he refolves thenceforth to abolifh the Office of Peni--
tentiary, both to extinguifh the prefent flame, and to prevent the like oc--

cafion for the future ; and now by this means every man is left to the
condu¢t of his own Confcience, and permitted to partake of the holy

Myfteries at his own peril. This is the matter of Fa&t faithfully rendred:

from the words of the Hiftorian; but this if we take it in the grofs, and

look no further then {o, will not do much towards the deciding of the

prefent
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prefent Controverfy, we will therefofe cxaminé thingd 2 1fit1e iaHe ﬂgr«
rowly by the lielp'of fiich hints ‘as thole Writers 'af o’t‘_dfu’g, p@_‘@gWé
may. make good vfe df'it'at Taft’; and Ot Pasipofe; = o SR G0

' 1 oblerverii the fivfe place, ehat thonghi gt the e blufft§ Ebe fecin
to be an early and'great exanple ‘of that-Aurich ar Con fsfion whit W
oppoft, foraimiich ashere s ot only the Order of the jchﬁ%fﬁé‘ﬁf Con
(ranti; opic, for Confesfion t6'a Prieft, but that to Ve ofall fins c_dm_'n‘-)ifté’c;
affer Baptifm, and this tobe made tohmrin fecree ;. nmﬁmft‘ﬁ‘ndiﬁg up-
‘on-a more'thorough view it will appedr quite aorhet t_}ﬁngl_‘ﬁf‘o‘m" ‘that
Pleaded for| and practifed by the Chutchof Rome, and that efpecially in"
the refpects following : Fitfk In the Ruricular Contfeflioh in the Story,
there is fome remainderof the ancient Diftipline of “thie Charch ( whofe
Confeflions ufed to be “opén and publick,)as T have fhewed in that here,
a publick Officer is-appointed by the Church to teceive them, fiich an

one as whofe Prudence, and Learriing, and Pictyfhe could confide in for
a bufinefs of fo great nicety and difficulty; and it'is neithet left to the Pe.:
nitent to choofe his Confident for his'Confeflor, nor at large for every.
Prieft to reprefent the Authority of the Churclt in fo ticklith an Affair as
that of Difcipline, but to a publick Officer appointed by th¢ Chureh for .
this purpofe; 16 that Confeflion to hiti cannot be faid tobe private, fee- ’
ing it is done to the whole Church by fim.” T6 confirm which, Secondly,
"Fhis Penitentiary it feems was bownd (asthere was occafion) to difcover
the matters (opencd to him in fecret) to the Church, as appears in the
Crime of the Deacon in the Story ; there was no pretence of a Seal of
Confeflion in this Cafz, ‘as m’thie'Church iofbeﬁ%.?,i‘fbyjﬁ;‘% ¢ of whicha,
man may confefs, and go oh ‘to fin aghin fecretly; without dé{rg'e‘r of ber
ing broughtupon‘the Stage, whatf everj.the‘atifd,tifﬁ‘, of his Crime'be,
and indeed without any effectual conrfe in otdet, to his Repentance and
Reformation. Again, Thirdly, this confeflion in the Stoiy doth not pre-
terd to be of abfolate'neceflity, asif x mans fiis might not be pardoned *
without it 5 butonly ‘4" prudent provifion of the: Chusch to help men
forward in their Repentance; 1o'dird@ #he; alls and expresfions of ityand -
efpecially torelieve perplexed’atd weak confcigrces, ‘,_zn‘d' to affift them
in their preparations for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; .and-this..
appears; amongftother things, by tlie accotint which the Hiftorian gives . -
us of the confequence‘ofabolifhitiy it; viz: That:now every man is left to |
his own conftiesdde abont his partaking of thc holy M fterics s bucic s
- notdaid or intimated thit bz was lefe. undef the ‘gjﬁilt"ég his fins, for want -
of confesfion: ' Towhichadd in the laftplace, that this Office whatever,
1t was, was. 75t reputed a Sacrament, bt rather,, as 1 noted -‘bé‘t:ng,_.an‘r_
expedient.to-prepare men‘'foric s for doubie 8 neicher™that Bithop nor
47N that
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that Church would have ever corifented to the'abalition of @ Sacrament,
for ti .g_'}ag‘eof ducha Scandal as happen’d in the' mifmanagement of it,
Qr:‘y %ﬁ?)}-rh:wﬁw fo, much lefs.can it bedmagined that the greateft
part of the Chriftian Church would have- concurred wich them fimit, as
\methaéi, y:and by fee they did. oy 943 (280 V18 O bl 8l ©
2., 1 gbferve concerning the beginning of this Penitentiary Office, the
time; and, occafion of this-vfage ;s namely, that the Hiftorians do not
pretend it to have been; Apoftolical, muehlefs of frictly Divine Inftitu-
?iQ.‘Hr: but they_!a_g_ the Heat of ivs firft viferabaut the! time of the Décjin
Perfecption, whic o2

wasabout Two hundredyears afoer ool
our Saviour. I confefs, Nieephorus wounld perfwadeiius Niceplor. 1ib.
of its greater Antiquity, and thatdt wasrathcrrevived 12.cap. 28,
than iaftituted at that tume s fer he:{peaking'iof the ~

bringing it into ufeat the-Decign Perfecuviondaith, @i ar g2 saistn 7y B,

1. e, she Church putfuapt-of the adeiént:Ectlefidbicall Canons conftitated

a, Penijentiary,@ ¢ - And Pevetvinis o addified to the Rowien Hypothes.

fis, as veryunreafbnably to favour this (Conceit; but the Truth feems
to-be (as Valefins very ingenioufly: dcknowledges) only this; that here

was a.piftake of the import. of thewerds of the Hiftorian, who faith.

only, that when the Church had cliofen their Penitentiary nasisi egoisony,

they. added him to the.Canon, that is;itorthe numberof thoft id the A74--

tricuia, or Roll of fuch asswerie fabernainuain’d intand By the Churdh,
or as we would fay, they made bimeCanon of the Church ; not that he
was conftituted-in {uch an Office, »purfluant of an ancienter Law or Ca-

101, -as MNicephorrsy-caveleflyl oriiwilfally, -mifbakes. - Befides afterwards,

when the Hiftorian obferiies  thitithe Novatians aniverfzlly withftood

this Order fient the beginninglaf ity e calls it asinzt iy vidme; 9. 4 this:

new Inftisution; oriAdditiom;opSupplément of the Anciént Rités of the
Chuschy; fo that-therelis no'reafon we fhould date this Inftitution higher
than the Hiftoriandoi hy namely, after the Decian Perfecution.

-+ But whatfhould belthe gréund 4md reafons of ereétig this new Office,
and Officer i the; Chunchethen; ifoit was not before? | OF this I give two
26eOMtSeils v nigaednh o1 bosgaas (lile? co ad yem

- Firft; The Churchbeing very:nunierous’, “4nd ‘the Zeal and Devo-
tion very great:h.andwhat by the-compaflionate reception which tiic
Church-gaye to; Renitents; and sherardent | Prayers'for them, what by
the earneft Harangues of Holy! Menitommove Ee'o]';i!dto Repentanee, abun-
dance wergiiinclined to. confefs their<Sins;-dneb this ConfeHon being till
that time accuftomed 10 be open; and publick'in'the face of the Congre-
gation, itimuft-needs happen (all ithofs citdutfiftances corfidéred toge-

the), that a,great many. things>would be bfought upon the Stageb téle -
v iT3 - ' D= -
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Publication of which would be attended with great inconveniences ; for
fome Sins are of that mature, that they fcarce can take Air without
fpreading a Contagion, fome Confeflions would make fport for light
and vain perfons, and befides abundance 6f other inconveniences (cafie
to be imagined by any one) the publication of fome Sins might expofe
the Penitents to the feverity of the Pagan Criminal Judge ; wpon thefe
and fuch like confiderations, the Church thought fit therefore (as I have
intimated before )to appoint one wife and very grave perfon in her ftead
to receive the Confesfions 3 who by his difcretion: might fo diferiminate
matters, that what things were fit for' filence, "might have private me-
thods applied to them, but what were fit to be brought upon the Stage,
might be made publick examples of, ot receive a publick remedy.
Secondly, But the Hiftorian leads us to a more fpecial reafon of this
Inftitution at that time ; namely, that the rage of the Decian Perfecu-
tion cruelly fhook the Church, and ‘abundance of her weaker members
fell off in the ftorm, and, which-was worft-of all, the Church was diftra-
<ted about the reftitution or final reje€tion‘of thofe that had fo mifcar-
ried ; for though the beft and wifeft of the Church were b merciful and
confiderate of humane infirmity,as to be willing to receive thofe in again,
upon Repentance, over whom the Temptation of Fear had too much
prevailed, yet the Novatians, a greatand zealous part of Chriftianity,
looked upon fuch as defperate, who had once. broken their Baptifmal
Vow, and would rather {parate from the Church themfelves, than fuf-
fer fuch to be reftored to it. Here the, Church was in a great {trait, either
fhe muft be very fevere to fome, or fhefhall feem very unkind to others,
fhe muft either let the weak perifh, or fhe muft offend them that counted
themiclves firong.  Nowrin this cafe fhe being both ‘tenderly ‘compafli-
onate towards thofe that had fallen, and withal willing to fatishe thofe
Novauan Diffenters, or at leaft to deliver her &£If from Scandal, takes
this courle, fhe requires that thofe who had fallen,and defired to be re-
- fored again to her Socicty, fhould ‘acktowledge their faalts, and make
all the Penitent fatisfaction that was poffible: for them to. perform, that
fo neither they may be too eafily tempted to do fo again by the gentles
nefs of the remedy, hor the Novatians reproach her Lenity, or take pet, -
as if no difference was made berween thefound and the lapfed ; for thefe
caufes, though the mafb publick Penance was thought lit tie enough to be
~undergone by the lapfedy but yeton thesther fide, confidering wifely the
inconveniences of publick Penance in/!fote cafes '(as I {pecified beforey
fhe therefoxe toek this middle coutfe; pamely, fhe appointed a publick
Confeflor, who having firdt heard privataly the feveral cafes of the Penia
tents, fhould bring into-puhlick; asily fach of them as wichont mncurring

any
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any of the aforefaid dan'Fers') might be made exemplary. Andthis ay-
pears to be the true reaion of this Inftitution, and the bottom of this
affair, by this remarkable paflage in the Hiftorian ; That whereas: the
generality of the Orthodox clofed prefently with this wife temperament,
the novatians only,thofe felf-conceited Non-conformifts,rejected egarata v
~=dqy, this expedient as a new invention ; they were too humourfome to
comply with fuch a temperament. :
~ But here another queftion arifes, viz. How far this new expedient was
imbraced by the Orthodox Churches ; for if it wasonly received by
that of Conffantinople,the Authority would not be fogreat ; for it is im-
poffible to iniagine,that other Churches might allow every private Prieft
to confefs, and fo admit of no publick Penitentiary.

To which I anfwer, that by the Hiftory it feems plain enough, that
this was not the peculiar. manner of the Church.of Conffantinople only,
but the ufual method in that time of moft other Churches alfo ; but I
muft needs fay, I do not find that the Church of Rome complied with
them herein, though it was not much to her Honour to be {ingular,where
there was fo much prudence and piety to have inclined her to uniformi-
ty. However this is gained, which is my point, that the Church of Rome
is not countenanced in her practice of private and clancular Confeflions,
by the general ufage of the Church, as they pretend.

3. I obferve concerning this Office of Penitentiary, that as it was
erected upon prudential confiderations, fo it was upon the fame grounds
abolifhed, by the fame authority'of the Church which firlt inftituted it,
and that after about two hundred years continuance in the time of NVe-
¢tarins, as we have feen ; and therein he was followed, faith Sozomen by
almoft all the Bifhops and Churchesin the World ; this therefore was
far from being thought either a Divine or Apoftolical Conftitution : Pe-
ravins would here perfwade us, that it was only publick Confeflion, and
not private, which was upon this.occafion fo generally laid afide, as we
havs feen, but this isdone by him more out of tendernefs of Auricalar
Confeffion, than upon good reafon ; and Zalefius goes beyond him,and:
will needs perfwadeus, that neither publick nor private Confellion were
put down in this juncture, but only that the latcly erefted Officer of Pe=
nitentiary wasicathiered ; but [ muft crave leave to fay, there is no fuf-
ficient reafon for either of thefe conjeftures, but on the contrary plain
evidence againftthem 3 for Socrares, who is the firit and principal rela-
ter of this whole ftory fairh he was perfonally acquainted with this Pref-
byter Endemon, who gave the advice to Nectarins to make this change in
the Difcipline of the Church, and that he had the aforefaid relation of it
from his.own mouth, and expo" ulated gith him about it, giving his.rea-

| — " ‘ | lons
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- fons fo the'contrary, and fuggefted his fufpicions that the ﬁat{f_fgf

e o by
would be much endamaged by this change, a d!n plilm Wor, ffllb,lrﬂl?

#hat Retad now bereftinen of a)‘ﬁf_t?i(nc_ef"ﬁff’: he conduct of their Con-
fcicnces; and hindred the gréat bengfie men have,-or.might ayﬁq%c q;'
auactlier by private advice and correption.. Now this fear of his had been

fheabfordeft thing inthe World, if upon this counfel and adyice 95 his
only one ccrtain man in the Office of publick Copfellic ger,‘é;ad t};"gbﬂ lai
Ziide, but both theuls of publick and pﬁinatc‘[, onte mns,;ad,b.cqxixe.pe
Ryanerelaindey. ! STY S AOANA s Dk My A A
- But after all (for ought appears) th,e":Cﬁuf;Clh_ of ‘Ronic kept fﬁl‘ old
Mumpfimus, fhe tenacions of her own cuftoms, cipecially of fuch as may
advance her Intereft and Authority, complics not with this Innovation or
Reformation (be it for better or worle) but het Priefts go on with their
Conftflions, and turn alf Religion almoft: 10£0 Clancular ranfaclions,in
defpight of thé examplé of other Churehes. "It may be fhe met-with op- -
pofition fometimes, but the was forced to diffemble it till the heroick age
of the Schoolmen,and then thofe lufty Champions with their Fuftian-ftuff
of videtnr grod' fie, ¢ probatur quod non, -makefoqd all her pretenfions.
After themifi the year 1215 comes the fourth' Lateran Conncil, and. that -
déérees Aprictitat'Confiflion ' to be made by every body once a year at
the leaft ; and laft of all comes the Council of Trex, and declares it to be
of Divine Inftitution, neceflary to Salvation, and the corftant and uni-
verfalcuftfom of the Chriftian Cnurch: And fo we have the Pedigree-
of -the Roxifh Auricular Conftsfion. ’ ' s teiie e bas
8eftlq. Feome now to the third and laft Stage of my undertaking,
vikieh is to thew that fecret or . Auricular Confesfion, as it is now pre-
fevibed and practifed in and by the Church of Rowe,.is not oply unnecef~ -
fary,‘and burdenfom in it €I, but alfo very mifchievous to Piety, and -
the great ends of Chriftian Religion. ; foidvr S0 20
7 For. the former part of this charge, if it be not evident enpugh alrea-
Ay, ieWill eafily be made out from the premifes, for they cafnot deny
thaf they make this kind of Confesfion neceflary to Salvation, at leaft as
neteflary as Baptifin it felf is, (fuppofing 2 man hath finned after Bap-
tfin) dow if it be nicither made fo by Divine Inftitution, nor acknow-
fedged'ts be fo by the conffant Opinion of the Church, what an horrible
snpolition’ is here upon the confciences of men, when in the higheft
arfd worlt f£0fe that can be, they teach for Dottrines the Commandments of
Afer ‘and'maKe Salvation harder than God hath made it, and fufpend
Hens hopes wpon other terms then he hath done ? If it was prefcribed
6y the prefent Church asa matter of Order and Difcipline only, or of
convesignce and expediency, we fhould never boggleat it upon thisac-
250! Reae | count,
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comt, ar difpute the point with them 3 ‘or if it was only<deelared neetf-
fary prohic @ munc, uyon extraordinary emergency, by the peculiar ¢on-
dition of the Penitent; his weaknels of judgment, the perplexity b Phts
Confcience, bis horrible guilt or extreme agenies, we would not difFsy
with thiem upen that neither; but when it is made neceflary univerPly,
andHeclaredPS)e indifpenfible duty of all men ! whatfoever Who have fif-
ned after Baptifm (when God hath required reo-fuch thing but declares
himfelf fatisfied with true contrition and hearty remoric for what is
paft; and fincere Reformation for the time'to come ;) this I'fay isan in-
tolerable-tyranny and ' ufiirpation upon' the confciences of men. And
that is not all neither, for befides its burdenfomnefsiin the general it
particularly aggravatts and increafs a mans otherbardens, for inftesd
of relieving perplexed Confeiences, which is the true and principal ufe

- of Conftilions to-Mer, this prieftiy Confeflionas it is preicribed by the

Council, intangles and afflicts thetmmore 3 forthat injoyns that tlic Pe-
nitent lay-opendlk hisifins] even the moft fecrety although but in thourht
or defire only, fsch dagainft’ the ninth or teieli Commandnent, (accor-
ding totheir Divifion of the! Decalogue,) now}this is'many times difficult
chough ; but that’s not all; e muft alfo recohint all the circumf{tances of
thefe fins, which may incteafe ‘or dibinifh the guile, efpecially fuch as
alter the f pecies and kind of finc ' Now what fad work is here for a melan~
choly: Man ? (All the circumftances ‘atetinnunierable, and how can he tell
which are they thatichange the:{pecies of theact, wnlefs he be asgreat a
Schoolman as his Corfef IE.;- Befides a1l this, it may" be he is riot very
skilful in the diftinétion between venial and mortal fins, and if he onfit
one mortal fin, he is undone ; therefore it is neceflary for him (by confe-
quence) to confefs-all venial fids tooyand then ‘where fhall the poor Man
begin, or when fhall he make an end ? Such a Carificina fuch a rack and
torture, in a word, fuch-an-hely Inquifition is this bufinefs of Auricular
Confeflion become. And that Eminent Divine of Strasburgh (of whom
Beatus Rhenanus {peaks) feems very well to have underftood both himfelf,
and this matter who pronounces that Séorus and Thonras had ‘with their
tricks and fubtilties; 40 perplexed this plain bufinefs of Confeflion, that
now it was become plainlgiimpoflible; And fo much'for that, ™"

‘But as for thefecond parc of this iarpeachiment, viz. That the Auri-
cular Confeflionnow ufcd in the Church of Rowe,is mifchievous to Picty;
‘Fhis remainsiyer tosbe demonitrared, and we will do it the rather in this
place, beeaufinit will belan sbunidant Confirmddtion of all that which hath
been difcotirfed under the two foraer Heatls 5 and  might indeed have
{aved the dabonr of them, but that we were miwilling ‘to leave any pre-

- tence of theirs undifcufied ; forif this practice of theirs appear 1o be

1) 2 ni{chies
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mifchievous to Piety, it will never by any fober man be thought ei-
ther to have been inftituted by our Saviour, or to have been the fenfe
andf ufage of the Catholick Church, whatever they pretend on .its be-
half. : | . b

Now therefore this laft and important part of my Charge I make good
by thefe Three Articles following.

Firft, This Method of theirs is dangerous to Piety, as it is very apt
to cheat people-into an Opinion that they are in a better condition than
truly they are,or may be in towards God ,as that their fins are pardoned,
and difcharged by him, when there is’no fuch matter. The Church-
men of Rome complain of the Doctrine of fome reformed Divines touch-
ing aflurance of Salvation,. that it fills men' with too- great confidence
and renders them carelefs and prefumptuous ; but whatfoever there jg
in that, it is not my bufinefs now to difpute it, however methinks it
will not very well become a Romanift to aggravate it, till he have ac.
quitted himfelf in the point before uns; for by this Affurance Office of
theirs they comply too much with the felf-flattery of Mens own Hearts,
they render Men fecure, before they are fafe, and furnifh them with 2
confidence like that of the Whore Solomon fpeaks of, who wipes her Mourh,
and [aith, I have done no evil.  For Men return from the Confeflors Chaip
(as they are made to believe) as pure asfrom the Font, and as innocent
as from their Mothers Womb ; as if God was concluded by the atof
the Prieft, and as if he being fatisfied with-an humble pofture, adex

je€led look, and a lamentable murmur, God Almighty would: be put off
fo tao.

<£h ) nimiiw faciles qui triftia crimind, &,

Ab Y cheating Priefts, who made ford Men believe,,
Zhat God Almighty pardons all you fhrieve,

Perhaps they will fay, This is the fault and folly of the Men, not of
the Infticution of the Chureh : But why do they not teach them better
then? Nay, why do they countenance and incourage them in fo dange-

_rous miftakes? For whether elfe tend thofe words in the

S¢ff. 14, Can.1.  Decree of the Council of T; rent, Ipfi Deo reconciliandis ?
9. d. that by this way of ‘Confeflion, ¢#c. Men are re-

conciled to the Divine Majefty himfelf'; or thofe other

Zbid. Cap. 3. forecited, where the Prieft is fajd to be the Ficar of
o Chrift, and in bis flead, a Judge or Prefident ; or efpe-
clally. whai other meaning can thoft words have, where it is faid, that
‘ T e SO this
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#his Rive, is asne as | Baptifm, for asin thar al fins © -

are remitred #bi‘:{‘fzm{om}.’;fiﬂ in former time, fo in  Tbid. Cap. 2.
this all fins committed after Baptifur are likewife demitred 2 |

Now, I fay, what is the patural tendency of all this, but to make
people believe that their Salvation or Dathnationis inthe power of the
Pricft, thathe is adigt] God Almightys and -his Difcharge’ would cer-
tainly pafs currantyn the Court of \Heaven. i But'there is Sophiftry and
Juggle in all this, as | thus make appear ; 'fqr;.); LTV )

1, The Prieft cannot pardon whom he, will, let him be’called Fudex
and Préfes neyer fo; for if his Sentence be.notaccording to Law, it will
be declared Null at the Great Day 3 only. it may be good and valid in
the mean time j» foro Ecclefie 3, and here lies the Gheat. - « - |
" 2, Norareall fins retained or unforgiven withi God,that are not par-
doned by the Prieft ; it istruein publick Scandals, #ill the Sinner fub=
mit to the Church, God will not forgive himg For what that binds on
Earth is in this _fonfe bound in Heaven s but whatihath the Church -to do
to retain,, or to bind the Sinner ir_;.;,tl}e_caﬁ:‘ of "fecret Sins; where it can
charge no Guilton him ? - Aoy 2 | '

3. Nor is it properly. the act of, the Prieft which pardons, but the
Tenor of the Law, and the difpofition of mind in the Penitent agreeable
thereunto, qualifying him for Pardon, towhich the Pardon is to beim-
puted : As it is not the Herald ‘which pardons, but the Prince who by
his Proclamation beftows, that Grace upon thefe who are o and {o qua-
nfisd, <. e R '

4. Nor, laftly, Can the Prieft be faid to pardon fo properly by thofe
Majeftick- words, abfolvo te,as by his whole Miniftry, in inftructing
people in the Terms of the New.Covenant, and makingapplication of
that to them by the Sacraments; this he hath Commiflion to do, but
thofe big words I cannot find that he hath any where Authority to pro-
nounce, and therefore (as I think I obferved before)the ancient Church
had no form of Abfolution, but only receiving Penitents to the Commu-
gion: And the Greek Church had fo much Modefty as to abfolve in the
third Perfon, not in the firft, to fhew. that their Pardon was Minifterial
and Declarative only.

All thefe things notwithftanding the people are let to go away with
fuch an Opinion as aforefaid (becaufe itis for the Grandeur and Intereft
of the Priefthood, that they fhould be cheated;) but thef: mifappreher-
fions would vanifh, if their Teachers would be fo juft as to diftinguith
between Gods Abfolution, and the Abfolution of the Church; the ficlt
of which extends to the moft fecret Sins, the latter to open Scandals
enly ; the onc delivers from all real Guilt, the other from extc?ml

S el R e ' Cenlure
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Cenfure only , ‘ofitlic latverithe Prieft may (by the leave of the Gﬁﬁ'rl: g
have the full Difpenfation, (o that he is really ’p'h!‘donéd with her tha

hath fatisfied the Priefty bat of the: forhfét“hé" fpenfes but;tdnﬁ'itm-
nally. - Toconfitm!mllwhich Fwill ‘here add_ ol tW‘g nies of
the Judgment of theancieny ' Clytrch; 1075 [ 715 VAT 51103

The firft is:of Firmilianke Bithop of CJﬁMm in° hls ‘E‘Zpﬂﬂe‘ﬂﬁét C r;..
47, reckoned the SeventytRfthof St. Cyprans, where peaking of holdm
Euclef aftical Councils every Year,- heﬁgwes the’fc Reafons for i it;

Gita Graviara(unt cosminitshi confilio dmgammr Lapfis’ nagm! ﬁmrzbm c?‘ ﬁ
davacrum. Jalutaye &> Diabole willnerarss, Cpér-peen; dr[z Qﬁmmmr
2071 qitafila nobss vensiffionem peccatorum aéry@qﬂm-m * ﬁi! nt
ligentiam delit o 1 fworURs: rahvmdhl:hr < Domm\a
gantur ;5 Parely (faith he) thas By&mkﬁ a% and ‘conimon confert , we rmay
agrec upor . wwaiform Ovaérin: fugh weig ‘éd dffsirs' s’ concern our ref e&we
Ghurehes, partly that we miay give'relief .

/ ljrére :l_')lto tfa ¢ Who
by the T cruptation-of ‘the! Devil kve fa‘!?m‘ﬁﬁo Fh

, f70t t;m?
we.gan give them Pardon of ihei Sins it W) n‘#
3 cou

may
brought to a knowledge of their Sins,. ol djretted mtﬁ zé # tq ubtam

Pardsn’ at the) Hands of God. “The oth‘et“ is’ of - ngod‘orq:
Theod. C.zn u- - Arch-Bifhop of szterbmy, whofe Words' are')the‘i,% C‘op-
f{fpﬂp‘ Fox fc/ﬁo qua foli Deo'fir pirg c:f-fcmztzg E4 ero gué §4mrdot;
g7 I')r..i:c “m;u fit5 “docer qufkl;ter # entier, > Confeffion 1o Go

E’T‘{}L 057
Panit, - 0L Ubdtns ¢he P doi “of Sm “bur by Confeffiort 0" gn e are

only put-into the r{ght Way o obtgjn Pardon. Thus they'
But now inthe Churchiof Rome ﬁhc cafe is otherwife'; there the Prieft

foltains the Perfon of our Lord Jefus Chrift Fimfelf and s ot (o s e

Delegate as his Plenipotentiaty, andhis Pardonis*asafuli &.g&jqd@ Jp-thhc
Judge of the World had pro’hounccd At'pro Tribamali 5 ﬁ) that if thc moft
lewd and habitual Sinner Have But ‘the good fortune:

to go out of the
~ World under the  Blefling of “his Ghoftly Fatlier, “that is to fay, cither

Death ¢ame fo foort- aftesr his laft Abfolution,  or Lhe Prieft came fo op-
portunely after hislaft Sin, that he hath riot begun a new fcore, he is
fure to go to Heavériwithout meére ade. Fhis [ reprefent as the firlt mile
chief attending their Doctrine, and Praftxcc of Auncﬁfar Qonfeﬂion
But thisisinot all, for'®

Secondly, "It corrupts and debanches” thie ‘vwet‘y Do&n 1¢ awrﬁ Natu-rq
of Repentance which tHe whole Gofpel lays o nuch fir! cfs

dak-
ing Attrition (whichGs Bura fifs ttforro‘)v forfin, ofa dalg

LIQ
Contemplation of the Wrath of’ God tmperidentiover i lt for.Con.-

trition, which implies ‘an’ hatred and detefFation’of it f'qr 5;‘ yn

n mQ'
ral.cvil and d\.foermzty, with a frm ref>lation of an'md‘mcnt s

they

“plenins ﬂ ufecere co=

per nos ad ;m‘e[- ,
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MQL b’gzotlf of,Lcmf:. :or‘fs avow
3@ /. , ubar, aud, SHApez, decl?!{i‘. their
olvc a agl upon ‘his.faying , -

4k fhe m'q time the Confeflor doth not
& i,t ,,,gcﬁus !ze 1oL bIC, there can
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‘Thc‘fc ed% mp l: eLy of‘the Roamng’h,and
the Curees of aﬂﬁea ﬁb‘ne o Iy, ame. “of it betore -all the
World ; for, fay they, Attrition stut the work. of Natore, and if that
anneWIfl ferve r Pardon, thena am;]a v be pardoned without Grace.
Bntthéfelqre fa,y the othelé t];ic. S; ct‘qmem ot? Peparce dor,h it alone,
and this is for the Honout of the chra{pm; > 1eat] for the Honour of it
(fay Iy that it Is of greater’ Power than our Lord Jelys Chuift, and his
Golpel, which cannothexpawmked Map to Heaven, winift Jm.f ORTIONIES .
fo nt thS ‘Sacrament. it feems can.. Nor can they exeuic b [DALLGE

i-% odio uS 5 ons are: hut ﬂ&c pq;vaerpanoaxsuf

\mrcs Fo ¢ “’alre % Q ed y; e etcr]mma..

tion; oFﬁleCBu it 0 fom 3} pguml:;ldm Cong. X wident

livers it felf wirily 4dd ctf nﬁ’ his pojat asit ufes,  Sef. 14. C 4
to do infuch éai%s) et thefe ale t eif quls,l/ % ErQ Con=,
tritio ymperfeita tus atmuo dmmr o Gl amiuss fine wammgzro Peesiitentis per
fe #d jufti atidn.e erd cere pgc mof”'effij(ffaf,}tqp .00z ad Dei Giratiam
in Sacrdmen{b Pufﬁ ﬂ’ru i efran}lzzm i ponsty K6 ‘Ch ig-as;much as to
fay, though Attrition or a. fuge{ﬁgl?Lfa;}roxv or, apely,aloges and
without confeffion toa Prieﬂ w,‘;l‘l ot }uIEQl;y a man f}' re God, yet At-
trmon and‘Conf&fﬁon to eﬁh Will do it, for then, they age as good as
true Rc:gerlt;ti.rllu:!ec And i 1!11 is epfe Mdahwr gng l.q:gl g hnqe t.hou"rht hc
od the Council w a

vdiy Tﬁl bnﬂheﬁ 6 Auncular Cﬁnﬁﬂf Qn, as xr. 15. pra&lﬁd inthe
hm'cH of Rome, fo ﬁ: from bﬁmg a means to pr ev»nt and reftrain fin,
it hi h pr temd's to be (and Lap fure as 1t ought to be, if it b g f*ooJ

......

for thﬁ t@ ‘(ftranwa(e it is either loft labonr, and a meer Ce-
téa incourages an dimboldens, -and, hardeqs men. ig it
- boﬁl‘ ecy, the ﬁ‘m{tltndes, and the frequency of thefe Conli Pl

fions, the curfory, gpo;m:xcal and evalivg ways of conﬁ,iﬁng, yy the
ﬂlght Pépiﬂtqs pofed, and the cheapneﬁ eaﬁnefs ‘and even proftitu-
tion of ﬂﬂuﬁumons )

It w fY to bz copious in mﬁances Qf all tht-.l'e kinds, but it is an
uncomfortablc fubjec, and 1 haften to a conclulion ; therefore | mll ooty
touch upon them briefly. .~ For
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L. Forthe privacy of thefe Confeffions. In the ancient Church (as ¥
have noted before) the fcandalous finner was bronght upon the Stage be-
fore a great affembly of grave and holy men, he lay proft te on the
ground, which he watered with his Tears, he crept on-his knees jand im-
plored the pitty and prayers of all prefent, in whofe countenances (if
for fhame he could look up) he faw abhorrence of his fact, indignati
2t Gods difhonour, conjoined with com asfion to his foul, and joy for his
Repentance ; his Confesfion was full o _remorf€ and eo

¢ and eonfufion ; the re-
medy was as fharp and difguftful to fle

t and blood as the Difeafe had
been pleafant, and the pain of this Expiation was able to imbitter the
fweet of Sin to him ever after. Or if the

¢ Confesfion was not made be-
fore the whole Church, but to the Penite

ntiary only, yet he was a grave
and holy perfon, chofen by the Church, and reprefenti

Ing it, a perfon re-
fident in that Church, and fo able to take notice of, and mind the future
converfation of thofe that addrefled themfelves to him; a perfon of that
fan&ity and reverence, that he could fiot choofe but deteft and abhor all
bafe and vile ations that fhould come to his knowledge : Now it muft
needs be a terrible cut to a Sinner to have all his lewdnefs laid open be-
fore fuch an one, and then to be juftly and fharply rebuked by him, to
have his fins aggravated, and to be made to fee hi

sown ugly fhapeina
true glafs held by him, befides to bé enjoined the performace of a ftrick
Penance of Fafting - and Prayer; and after all (if this do not do) to

have the Church® made acquainted with the who'e matter (asin the
cafe of the Deacon aforefaid. This courfe was likely to. work fomething
of remiorfe in the Sinner for what was paft, and to make him watchful
and careful for the time to SRR SRRIT A ST

But what ic the way of the Church '6f Zome 1fke to this 2 Where a man
may confefs to any Prieft, to him that knows him not, and fo cannot ob-
ferve his future life and carriage ; nay, perhaps that knows not how to
value the guilt of fin, or to judge which be venial, and which mortal
Sins, or efpecially what circumftances do alter the fpecies of it, and it
may be too, he may be fuch an one that makes. no Confcience himfelf of
the fins I confefs to him. Now, when all is tranfacted between me and
fuch a Prieft in a corner, and that under the inviolable Seal of Confesfion,
what great fhame can this pot e to? ‘Whatremorte is it likely towork
in e * What fhall difcourage me from going on toff again, if domor o
toing bapperito me ? L L R e s IR e
2. And then for the multitude of Conftsfions in. the Church of Rore,
that alfo takes off the fhamte, and weakensthe efficacy of it, fo that if it
do no harm, it is not likely to do any-good; for who'is concern®d much
in the doing that which he feesall the world do as well a himfSlf; if only,

. 1n0:0.
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~ notorious Sinaers were brought te Corifesfion ¢ a3 it was i11'the Primitive |
(n:%urg )“‘“ : ';.@t;mﬁtﬁmi?m reafonably provoke a blufh, and /
- caufea rmotﬁ‘-’ iz him to whom fucha remedy was preferibed 5 Bat when
he fees the whole Parifh, dand.the Prieft-too i?rqnght to1t, and men as ge-
nerally complying with it, asithey approach to the Lord’s &ab'lé, s what
great _W'm can!th[s,wodi? what fhamewan it lnf!l’(slt' Upon agy man 1
what effect can be expeted from it, but that it _erdinarily ‘makes men
fecure and carelefs, and grow as familiar with i, as with the remed Vs
or at leaft think as well of themfelves as of other men fince it feems they
have as much need of Confeflion dnd Abfolution as himfelf ?

3. To which the frequency and often repetitions of -thefe kind of
Confeflions adds very much ; it is very likely that modefty may work
much upon 2 man the firft or fccond time he goes to Confeflion, and it
may fomething difcompofe his countenance when he lays open all his f.-
cret mifcarriages, to a perfon-efpeeially for. whom he hach a Reverence

-~

(for we fee every thing, even fin it [RIf is modeft in its beginnings;) and
no doubt it is fome reftraint of fin whilft aman is fenfible that he mufk
undergo a great deal of pain and fhame in VOMItING up again his fweer
morf{cls which he eats in fecret : But by that time he hath been ufed o
this a while, it grows eafy and habitual to him, and'cuftom hath made
the very punifhment pleafant as well as thefin ;5 efpecially, if we add,
4. The formal, carfory, hypocritical; and illufive ways of Confesfion
in gequcnt ufe amongft them ; as that a.man may chooft his own Prieft,
and then to be fure the greateft Sinner will have a_ Confeffor right for
his turn, that fhall not be tog fevere-and ferupulous with hin ; that a
man may confefs iz tranfite, in a hurry or 'huddle, and then there can be
o remark made upon his performor his fins ; that a man ma ¥ make one
part of his Confeflion to one Prieft; and referve the other part for ano-
ther, fo that neither of them fhall be able to make any thing of jt 5 thac
- he may have one Confaffor for his mortal fins,and arother for hjs venial;
f5 that one fhall fave him, if the other damn him s nay, for failing, the
forgetful Sinner may have another man to confefs for him, or at lcaft he
may confefs, that he hath not confclleds - Thefe and abundance more fuch
illufive methods are.in daily ufe amongft them, and no- o1ly taken y p by
the licentious and unconftionable people, but allowed by fHme or other
of their great Cafuifts : now let any Man judge whether this ba 2 Jikelior
way to reftrain fin, or to encourage it ; whether the caitmefs . of the re-
medy (if thisbe 01€) maft not of neceflitymake the Diffa® oo not ve.
ry formidable ? Ina word ? whether this be not 2 ridicaling their own
Religion,and, which is worle, a teaching men to b: §o!. hardy, asro
make g mock. of [n. - ;
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§: Thisfad reckoning will be inflamed yet higher, if we confider the
flight Penances ufually impofed by thefe fpiritual judﬁ_cs upon the great-
eft Crimes. The Council determines that the Confeflor muft be €xactly
made acquainted with all the circamftances of the fin, that {6 he may be
able to adjuft a Penance to it now when fome great fin is confe(led and
that in very foul circum{tances, if the Penance proportioned-to it, by the
Prieft, be to fay two or three Parer Nofters, ot Ave Marin®s ext. arrdi-
nary, to give a little Money in-Alms to the Poor, or fdme pious ufe, to
kneel on his bare knees before fuch a Shrine, to kifS fuck an Image, to go
on pilgrimage a few miles to fich a Saint, or at moft to wear an Hair-
Shirt, or it may be to faft with Fifh, and Wiri¢, and Sweetmeats, ¢,
doth not this make that iin which is thus mawled and ftigmatized, look
very dreadfully ; can any man find in his heart to fin again, when it hath
coft bim fo dear already ? Vot

Oh! but they will tell us, thefe Penances are. not ‘intended to corref
pond with the gmit of the fin, but only. to fatisfy the debt of temporal
panifment.  But we had thought that ‘the end of Penance had been, to
work in the Penitent. a difpofition for Parden, by giving him both op-
portunities and direCion to exprefs the fineerity of his Repefitance ; and
this was the ufe of Penance in the Primitive Church, together with the
taking off the Scandal from the Society ; and for that other end how
doth the Church of Rome know fo certainly that there is a'debt of tem-
poral punifhment remaining due, after the {in is pardoned before God ;
it is true, God may pardon{o far enly as he pleafes, he may refolve to-
punifh-temporally thofe whom he' hath forgiven eternally, as we foe he
did in the caf¢ of DaviJ 5 but that this is not his conftant method, ap-
pears by this, that our Saviour releafes the temporal punifhment to many
in the Golpel, whofe Difeafes he cured, faying to them, Your fins are for-
grven you, when as yet it did not appear that all {cores were quitted with
God fn, but that they might have perifhed eternally, if they did not pre-
vent it by Faith and Repentance, s

6. Butlaltly, te.come toan-end of this fad ftor y> the eafinefs and
proftiution of their Abfolutions in the Church of Rome contributes as
much to the encouraging of Vice, and carelefnefs in Religion, as any of
the former ; for what elft can be the natural effet and confequence of
that ruled cafe among their Cafuifts (as I fhew’d before) that the Prieft
is bound to abfolve him that confefles, and faith, he is forry for his fin,
though hedoth in his heart believe that he s not contrite, but that either
the Pricfts Pardon is a very cheat, or elfe that Pardon is due of courfe to
the moijt impenitent Sinner, and there isno more to do but Confefs and be
Saved? or what is the meaning of their common pratice to abflyve men

upon
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'-upon' their Death-beds, whether they be contrite, or attrite, or neither,

at leaft when they can give no Evidence of either ? If they intended this
only for abfolution from the Cenfures of the Church it -might be called
Chariry, and look fomething like the practice of the primitive Church ,
which releafed thofe upon their Death-beds , whom it would not dif-
charge all their lives before, thonot then neither without figns of Attri-
tion and contrition too;but thefe pretend to quite another thing;namely
to releafec men iz foro confsientie , and to give them a Pafs-port to Hea-
ven without Repentance, which is a very ftrange thing, to fay no worfe
ofit. Or toinftance one thing more, what is the meaning of their pra-
Atice of giving Abfolution before the Penance is performed (as is nfual
with them ) unlefs this be it, that whether the Man make any Confcience
at all how he lives hereafter, yet he is pardoned asmuch as the Prieft can
do it for him, and is not this a likely way of rcformation.

[ conclude therefore now upon the whole matter that Auricular Con-
£-{Tion, as it is ufed in the Church of Rome, is only an Artifice of greaten-
ing the Prieft, and plealing the people; a trick of gratifying the unde-
vout and impious as well as the Devout and Religious; the latter it im-
pofes upon by its outward appearance of Humility and Piety; to the
former it ferves for a palliative Cure of the Gripes of Confcience which
they are now and then troubled with ; in reality it tends to make fin
eafy and tolerable by the.cheapnefs of its Pardon, and in a word, itis
nothing but the old Difcipline of the Church in Daft and Afhes. And
therefore though the Church of England in her Liturgy, pioufly wifhes
for the Reftauration of the Ancient Difcipline of the Church, it .can bg
a0 defec in her that fhe troubles not her felf with this Rubbifh.
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had alfo paft the Prefs, I happened to have notice that there was

a Book juft then come over from France, written by a Divine of
the Sorbone, which with great appearance of Learning maintained the
jult contrary to what'l had aflerted (efpecially in the Hiftorical part of
this Queftion) and pretended to prove from the moft Ancient Monu-
ments of the holy Scriptures, Fathers, Popes, and Councils, that Auricu-
lar Confeflion had been the conftant Do¢trine, and univerfal and uninter-
rupted ufage of the Chriftian Church for near 1300 years from the times
of our Saviour to the Lateran Council.

So foon as I heard this, I heartily wifhed, that either the fz2id Book
had come out a little fooner, or at leaft that my Papers had been yet in
my hands, to the intent that it might have been in my power to have
corrected what might be amifs, or fupplied what was defe¢tive in that
fhort Difcourfe, or indeed if occafion wete, to have wholly fuppreft it.

For as foon as I entred upon the faid Book, and found from no lefs a
man than the Author himfelf, that hehad diligently read over all that
had been written on both fides of this controver{y, and that this work of
his was the produét of eighteen years ftudy, and that in the prime of his
years, and moft flourifhingtime of his parts, that it was publithed upon
the matureft deliberation on his part, and with the greateft applaufe and
approbation of the Faculty, I thought I had reafon to fufpect, whether a
{mall Tract, written in hafte by a man of no Name, and full enough of
other Bufinefs; could be fit'to be feen on the fame day with fo elaborate
a work. THE & & .

- But:by that time L.had read a little further, I took heart, and permit-
ted: the Prefs to goon ; and now, that [ have gone over the whole, I'do
here profefs fincerely, that in all that learned Difcourfe, I fcarcely found
any thing which I-had not forefeen, and as I think in fome meafure pre-
vented. But certain Iam, nothing occurred that ftaggered my judg-
ment, or which did not rather confirm me in what I had written; for
though I met.with abundance of Citations, and a great deal of wit and
dexterity in the management of them, yet 1 found none of them come
home to the point ; for whereas they fometimes recommend and prefs
Confeffion of Sin in general fometimes to the Church, fometimes ]t?o }hé
ris

3 Fter I had finifhed the foregoing Papers, and moft part of them
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Prieft or Bifhop as well as to God Almighty : Again, fometimes they
{peak great things of the Digpnity of the Priefthood, and the great Ho-
bour that Order hath in being wonderfully ufeful to the relief Bf guilty
or afflited confciences, other while they treat of the power of the Keys,
and the authority of the Church, the danger of her Cenfures, the com-
fort of her Abfolution, and the feverity of her Difcipline, G¢. but all
thefe things are acknowledged by us without laborious proof, as well as
by our Adverfaries : That which we demand, and expect therefore, Is,
where fhall we find in any of the Ancient Fathers, Auricular Confeflion

faid to be a Sacrament, or any part of one ? Orwhere is the univerfal
neceflity of it afferted ? Or that fecret fins comsmitted after Baptifin, are
by no other means, or upon no other terms pardoned with God, then

- upon their being confefled to men ? In thefe things dies the hinge of our
Difpute, and of thefe particulars one ought in reafon to expeét the moft

direct and plain.proof lmaginable, if the matter was of fich confequence,
of fuch univerfal practice-and notoriety as they pretend ; but nothing
of all this appearsin this Writer more thar in thofe that have gone be-
fore him. In contemplation of whichI now adventare this little Tract
into the World, with fomewhat more of confidence then I fhould have
done, had it not been for this occafion. - |
But left I fhould feem to be too partial in the Cafe, or to give too

{light an account-of this Learned man’s performance, the Reader who
pleafes fhall be judge by a Specimen or two,which I'will here briefly re-
Jprelent to him. '

~ The former of them fhall be the very frft argument or teftimony he
produces for his Aflertion; which I the rather make my choice to give
inftance in, becaufe no man can be faid ingenuonfly to feek for faults, to
pick and choofe for matter of exception, that takes'the firft thing that

-€omes to hand. o . ' o

The bufinefs is this, Chap. 2. Page 11. of Fis book he cifes the Coun-

-cil of Zliberis ( with a great deal of circamftance ) as the firlt witnefs
for his caufe, and the teftimony is taken from the Seventy fixth ‘Cannen,
the wotds arc thefe, Siguis digoonum, &cod.be. If any ‘mran fhall “fuffer
~himfelf to be ordained Deacon, -and fhall afterwards be convicted” to
have formerly committed fome Mortal(or Capital Crime; ) if the faid
Crime come to light by his own voluntary confeffion, he fhall for the
dpace of three years be debarred the holy Communion; but in cafe his'fi
be difcovered and made, known to the Church by fome other hand,ithen
‘he fhall fufterfive years fufpention, and after that be admitted only to
Lay Communion. | | S5, 08 908

Now.who.would have ever thought this paflage fit to be madec-hoic?
o
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i @f Auricular Confellion, | 37
of as the ficft proof of Auricular Confeflion,or who can imagine it [liould
be any proof at all, much lefs a clear or direct one? '

- Oh, but here is Confeflion! it may happen {o l,f the party pleafe,but it

- isnot enjoyned, but voluntary, and that not Auricular neither, but unto
the Church, at leaft for ought appears. :

“And it is confeflion of a fecretfin too! Trueit was fo, till it was either
confefled or betrayed. _

‘And here's Penance impofed for a fecretfin : . True when it was be--
come publick.

And here isa different degree of Penance impofed upon him that inge«
nvonily confeflles, from him that ftays till he is accofed, and hath hisfin
proved upon him: And goed Reafon, for the one gave tokens of Repen~
tance, and the other none. But then here is — W hat? no Sacrament of
Penance, no declared abfolute neceflicy of Confeflion to men in order to
pardon with God, but only aneceflity that when the fact is become noto-
rious; whether by the Confeflion of the party, or-otherwife , that the-
Church ufe her endeavours to bring the Sinner to Repentance, and free
her felf from Scandal by making a differance betwixt the Good and the
Bad, the more hopeful, and the lefs. 1

If this be a ¢lear and proper Argament for the neceflity of Auricular
Confeflion: God help poor Proretants that cannot difcern it; but oh the -
wit of man, and the power of Learning and Logick! What may not fuch -
Men prove if they have a mind to it ?

The other paffage I inftance in, isin his tenth Chapter; Page 156 viz..
the Critical and Famous bufinefs of the Neitarizz Reformation at Con- -
[taminople, of which I have fpoken fomewhat largely in the foregoing Pa-
pers. Now for this : This Learned Gentleman after he hath accknow-
ledged very frankly that publick confeflion offins was the ancient ufc of
of the Church in the times of St. Jreuans, lertuliian, Cyprian, and Origen,
that is, for the {pace of aboeut three hundred years, and that inftead of
that ancient ufage ( upon oceafion of the Decian Periecution ) a publick
Penitentiary was appointed at Conffantinople, and molt other Orthodox .
Churches, and in fhort, after he had with more ingenuity then fome o-
thers of his party, owned the undoubted Truth of the Relations of So-

_crares and Sozomen touching this Affair, and made fome Obfervations
thereupon not much to the advantage of his caufe, he at length dclivers
that which would be very much to his purpofe, if it could be credible 3
namely; that upon the whole matter Neltarius in abolifhing the Peniten-
tiary, neither abolifhed publick nor private Confeffions, but inftead of
obliging men to go to the Penitentiary left every man bound to refort to
his vefpective Diocefar, and confefs his fins to him; and fo Auricufla{ o

Contei-
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. OF uritular Confellion, ~  ~
Confeiljon is after this charige every whit as neceffary as it was before.
very true ( fay I) it is as neceflary now as it was before, for it wa only
_Voluntary before, and fo it may beafter. But if the intention off A
#ins, and the effect of that alteration was only the change of . the Perfon,:
and every man ftll obliged to confefs to fome body, how comes it to be
faid in the ftory that every man was left to his own Ccnfcm,ﬂitththatg
word fignify the Bithop ? then we have found out a right <Fanatick Djo-
¢tfan, for they will all readily confefs to this Bifhop, and believe his Ab-
folution as fufficient as any Romanift of them all doths And yet it feems.
to be undeniably plain that Soerates after this Reformation thought of
110 other Confeffor but this, nor imagined men now bound. to make apy. *
- Other Confeflion, but this (which if it was not Auricular was very fecret&
for otherwife how comes it to pafs that he expoftulates the matter wich
£ndemon, who advifed this change, and bewail’d the danger of this liber-
ty which was hereby given men, if they were as ftrictly bound fil] to
confefs to their Bifhop as they were before ‘to the Penitentiary 5 there..
tore the Truth of the bufinefs feenss evidently to be this, that men were,
Now at liberty to make their Confeffions of fecret fins voluntarily, as
they were no doubt before the Inftitution of g Penitentiary. And now
what hath this Learned Gentleman gotten by muftering up this ftory ;
well, however the conclufion mu? be held, Iet the Premufles look to
themfelves. | , j
I'could find in my heart (now my hand is in) to proceed further, and
to obferve what pittiful fhifts he is put to in his thirteenth Chapter, to
evade the Teftimonies brought by Monfieur Daifé out of St. Chryfoftom:
againft his Hyporhefis. And the rather becaufe (ont of meer tedioufnefs
of writing) Tin the foregoing Papers omitted to fpecify the moft re--
Warkable Difcourfes which that Excellent Author hath upon this fubject.
But the Authorities are fo plain and unanfwerable, and the Evafions of .
this Gentleman fo forced and palpable, that I think it needlefs to go
about to vindicate theone, or confute the other ; for in fpight of Art
this fame thirteenth Chapter (we fi peak of ) will afford no lefs than thir.
teen Arguments againft the neceflity of Auricular Confeffion,
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