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Auricular Confession,
T  H E Zealots o f  the Church o f  Rom  arc wont to glory of. tibe 

$ Angular advantages, in the Communion o f  that Church, efpe-
J L .  d a lly  in refpedt o f  the greater means and helps o f  Spiritual 

Com fort, which they pretend are to be had there, above and oeyond 
what are to be found amongft other Societies o f  Chriftians. W hich  ont 
thing, i f  it  could be as fubftantially made out, as it is confidently afièrt- 
ed, could not fail to fw ay very much with all wife men, and would un­
doubtedly prevail with all devout perfons, (w ho were made acquainted 
with the fecrstj to go over to them. But i f  contrariwife it appear upon 
iearch, that their pretenfions o f  this kind are falfe and groundkfs, and 
and that the methods o f  adminiftring Confolation, which are peculiar 
to that Church, are as well unfafe and deceitful, as fingular and unnecef- 
fary : Then the fame Prudence and Sincerity w ill oblige a man to fufpect 
that Communion, inftead o f  becoming a profelyte to it, and to  look 
upon the aforefaid boaftingsas theeffeâ; either o f  defigned Itflpoihire, 
o r at the leaft o f  Ignorance and DeluGon.

Amongft other things, that Church highly values it fe lf  upon, the Sa* 
ci ament o f  Penance (as they call it)  and as deeply blames and condemns 
the Church o f  England^ and other Reformed Churches ' for th eif  d ë fe A k 
in , and negled tit fo important ándtónifortíible an O ffitt. A n d Îin d é rî 
that fpecious pretext, her EmilTaries{ who are wont according to the 
phrafe o f  the npoftie, to creep wto Houfes^ and lead captivâ fillyWràrr.t?7i 
& c .)  infinuate themfelvesinto fuch o f  the people as have more Zeal than 
Knowledge, and now and then wheadle fome o f  them over into their 
Society. T o  that purpofe* they will not only harangue them with fine • 
Stones o f  the Eafe and Benefit o f  k ,  as o f  an ancient and ufeful R ite , ‘ 
but will alfo preach to them the néceilïty of it ,  as o f  Divine Inftitutiop, 
and than it is as Jm portant (in its feind) as Baptifm and the Lords Sup­
per. Foi that v^onfeflion to aPnefl:, and his Abiblutiorl thereupon ob­
tained, is the only means appointed by God for the procuring o f  Pardon 
ot all mortal Sins committed* after Baptifm-
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As for original Sin,or whatfoever aftual tranfgreffions may 
Cone,I Triei. have been committed before Baptiim, all thofe they acknow-

14‘ c'i* le^g to be wafhed away in that facred Lavef. And' for Sins 
Vid. Becan. inSrmity, or Venial Sins, thefe may be done away by fe- 
Traci .it Sa- vcral eafie methods, by Contrition alone (fay foine,) nay 
irnmcniis in by Attrition alone (fay others,) by habitual Grace,’ fays a 
>:«*• third, But for mortal fins committed after a man is ad-

miKd into the Chnrch by Biptifm, for thefe. there is no o-
ther door o f  Mercy, but the Pridts Lips, nor hath God appointed, or 
will admit o f  any oLher way o f  Reconciliation than this, ofConfcffioi 
t^ a  Prieft, and his Ab£>iiuion.

This Sacramentof Penance therefore is called by them, SecundtTa- 
luU  f  o‘i  wit.fraginm, the peculiar refuge o f  a lapfed Chriitian, th= only 
Sariduafjf, o f  a guilty Çonfcience, the foie means o f  reftoring fuch a 
psrfon to Peacc o f  Confcience, the Favour o f  God, and the Hopes o f  
Heaven. And withal, this method is held to be fo fovereign and effe­
ctual a Rçmed-y, that it cures toties, quoties -, and whatever a mans mif- 
c^rriageshave been, and how often foever repeated, i f  he do but as often 
rcfott to i t ,  he fhall return as pure and clean as when he Grit came from 
the Font. c!^.bns_

. This ready and eafie way, (fay they) hath God allowed men, o f  quit­
ting all fcores with himfelf, in the life o f  which they may havepeiteft 
pcace in their Confciences, and may think o f  the day o f  Judgment wítíf- 
o^t horjiH-, having their cafe decided beforehand by Gods Deputy the 
P m iV a n d  their Pardon ready t^produce, and plead at the Tribunal-

 ̂  ̂ # / » ; ■ ' v J* t*0 i 5 8
W h at 3 mighty defe& is it therefore in the ProteftantChirrches, who 

wanting this Sacrament, .want the principal Miniitry o f  Reconciliation ? 
And who woqid not joyn himfelf to the Society o f  that Church,- wtóre 
tftis gçeat Çâfe is fo abundantly provided for ? For, i f  all this be true , 
hg ipuit be extremely fool-hardy, and defe.rveio perilh, who Will nóÉ 1 
be o f  that Communion* from whence.the way to Heaven is fo: very eafie 
ahd obvious i no wonder therefore, I fay, i f  riot only the loofe and vh  
cious are fond n f  this Communion, where they may fin and confc-fs, and 
confefs.and fin again without any great danger ; but it would be ilrange 
i f  the more Virtuous and Prudent alfg, did not out o f  more caueion 
think it became them to comply with,rthisexpedient. For as much as- 
there is no man who underitands himJfijlfj: but muft be confciousof hav- 
iiigconm itted fius finec his Baptifm, and then for fear ibme o f  them 
fhould prove to be o f  a mortal nature, it will be his fafelt comfe to be­
take Mmfelf to this refuge, and eonfequently lie will eafily be drawn

K to
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C f  srttrjcular'Cónffírríití $
to that C h u r c h ,  where the only Remedy..of his Difeafe is to  be

^ B u t  the btft o f  it is, thefe things are foôner faîd then proved,and more 
e-ifilv fanlied by filly people, than believed by thofe o f  Dilcretioni • And • 
' hercfore there may be no culpable D efeft in the. Reformed Churches,, 
that they trull not to this Remedy in fo great a Cafe. And as for she 
Church o f  England in particular, though. ihc hath no fondnefs tor 
Mountebank Mcdictncs, as ob&ry.ing them to tie feldom fuccetsful -, yet 
ihe is not wanting in her Care, and Companion to  the_Souls under bee 
Guidance but expréífcth as much T e n d an efs  of.their :Peacç and Com ­
fort as the Church ot Rome can pretend to. Indeed ihe hath not let up> 
a  Confetlors Chair in every Parilh, nor'much lefs plácfed the Prieit in 
the Seat o f  God Almighty, as thinking it fafer at leáíL in ordinary C a ­
fes to remit men to the written W o r d  o f  u o d ,.a n d  toithe publics M '- 
niitry thereof, for refolution o f  Confci£nce,.thafr tolfte- fe'cret O iacle oi 
a Prieít in a corner, and advifes them rather to obferve what God lum-
f e l f  d e c l a r e s  o f  the nature and guilt o f  Sin, the aggravations or abate­
ments o f  it, and the terms and conditions o f  Pardon, than w hat a P rie it  
pronounces’ . But however this courfe doth not pleafe the Church o f  
Home far Reafons belt known to themfelvcs, rtvhich, i f  we may gueis 
at the main feems to  be this, they do not think it fit to let- , men be 
their own Carvers, but lead them like Children by the hand v m p m e a r -  
infe-is thev keep people as much in Ignorance o f  the holy Scripture as they; 
can locking that up from them in an unknown 1  óngue’/■flow* iî they 
maV not be trulted with thafe ftfcred Records, fo as fo  inform th em - 
felvcs o f  the T erm s of the New, Covenant^ the Condtuüns o f  the . I'ar- 
doriof- Sin, and) .Salvation,JÍL Ía the n but r.eafohabk _that the P n e p  
fhould iudee for thfcni, andxhat they awaît^thetroiloom fr<Jrn lus. Mouth. 
Y et I do not fee why in a Proteitant Church, Wlipçe the whole Religion, 
is-in the Mo they: Tongue., thS^QLi and especially the N ew  Teilament
conft'ántly/and'£onfcknDouily.exfíQurti;l«iv''íi n d ío  fqarch the Scriptures,

and to fié  whether things be Js9í<}k> WQ I I fa y ;  why in fuch a. cafe
the PrieiVmay^not iii great mea(ur£. ba i eqtsjjifsibilih*' croybk o f  .attending 
fetret Confeffions, withsrct danger to the Sbuls o f  then, .

But bèfides'thi3, there ts p!confiant u fo o f  Confcffion and Abfolutien 
too, in the Church o f ! j& g / W , in every .Days Service : which, though, 
they be both in general;tetmsy, as they ought tQ.-be m. publjck W o ilh ip ,.  
vet every Penitent can both)from his own Gpnfcienc^ fupply the -genera­
lity o f  the Coiifeffionfby.&j rcmqrfcful reflexion -upon his own particular.' 
Sins, a s  well as i f  ha,did it a i  the kriées.of^  P rieit i and .alfo by an avt- 
o f  Faith can apply the general Sentence o f  Abfolution to  .he own Sou , ,



with as good and comfortable effects, as i f  it had been fpecially pro­
nounced by his ConfdTor.

£ ut this publickConfeflion doth not pleafe the Rornanifls neither, and 
they know a Reaiontfor their diflike  ̂ namely, becaufe this doth not con­
ciliate fo great a Veneration to the Prieit-hood, as when all men are 
; brought to.kneel to them for Salvation: Neither doth this way make 
*ui®ra Xopry into the fecret Thoughts o f  Men, as Auricular Confeflion 
uotn, wherein the Pricfl is not only made a Judge o f  mens eitate, but 
a Spy upon their behaviour, and is capable o f  becoming an Intelligen­
ce! to his Superiors o f  all the Defígná, Intereih, and even ConiUtutions 

vOi the people. í i  ’ ,o
Moreover the Church o f  England allows o f  private Confeilions alfo, 

as paiticularly in ths Vilitation o f  the Sick, (which Office extends alio 
•flvv j  are troubled in Mind or Confidence, as well as to the af-

1 a  m where the Minifter. is directed to examine particularly
- ne ita tecr  the Decumbents Soul, to fearch and romage his Confcience, 
to try hjs Faith his Repentance, his Charity, nay, to move him to make
a lpecial Confcifion of his Sins, and afterwards to abfolve him upon iult 
grounds. 1

N ay further yet, i f  (befides the cafe o f  Sicknefs) any Man fhall ei­
ther out o f  perplexity of Mind, fcrupulofity or remorfe o f  Confcience,
ornai?yn0trer ^evout coafideration, think it needful to apply himfelf to 
a P n e i t o f  the Church o f  England for Advice, Eafe, or Relief, he hftb  
ncoui agement and Direction fo to do in the firft Exhortation to the

y ^ ornrrmn ôrN may be fure to find thoie who will tenderly, and 
faithfully, as well as fecretly adminifter to his neceiGtios. So that I fee 
not v> hat defeat or omiiïîon can be objected to this.Churdh in all this* Af- 
air, oi what 1  entpcation any Man can have upon this account to go

from us to the Church o f  Ràmà n.»,'Ü . i j 'c r l  i ■ t - y  {T.,
But all this will notfatisfte them o f  the Church o f  Rime .̂ they are nei- 

thei contented with publick CQnfefiion, n o r  with private, no nfrr wkh,^ 
fecret neither, ifitr«bçonly occasional pr voluntary : It1 is the uniyeria-^ 
Iity and neceffity b f  it vvhich^thtynniïlî Tipion j -fotr.it is not.with tftçm à j 
jnattei o f  Eccleliaftical Difcipiine^ to prevent the Scandal o fth e  Socie­
ty, toconferve the Reverence o f  the C'hurch, or to reft'rain men'from 
iinning, or much left an Qffice o f  Expediency and Prudence to bp re-, 
forted to»wj;on exigencies, - or fijch as may accidentally become nêceflary 
upon emergency* as ioppofe’ upon the atrocity o f  fa& committed, the.r 
icandaloufnefs ofTome pcfrlbns former life, which may; make him more 
doubtful o f  hisRardon, the weaknefs o f  his Judgment, the Melancholy 
o f  his Temper, o rth e  Anxiety oi his Mind, or any fuch like occafion,

*  ̂ - but
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but it  mnft be the Handing indifpeníibfó D uty o f  all men, as the condi­
tion o f  the Pardon o f  the Sins 5 in a word, it mull be a Sacrament o f  
Divine Institution. and o f  Univerfal Obligation.

For fo the Council oiT ret.t  determine* Siff. 4. Cation r. Si dixe- 
rit in -EccUfia Catholica pteriitcnrixm mu effe wre &  p-rvprii Sairamemntn pro 

fideHbt», quotas poft Baftifmttm in peccant iabenti*r, ip ft Deo rccbnciliirrJis 
a Domm tmftnû'inftiintum, JMtnatktmx fit \ i.e .  L et him be accurfcd, 
who fhall affirm that Pcnance is n o ttru ly  and.propcrly a Sacrament in- 
ftitifted and appointed in the Univerfal Church, by our Lord Chrilt 
tómftífj for the reconciling thofç Chriftians to the Divine Majefty, who * 
have fallen into Sin after their Baptifm/ - ® J ?J*rrI 1 . **• . ’ '

AbcFfeftW Do&rirral part o f  that Dccrée they teach and aiTnt more 
particfllarty i  Firit, T h a t  our Saviour inftituted this Sacrament expreiV 
fy v Jeht 20. 2 1. i0  jn u a u

2. T h a t this Sacrament confiits o.f two.parts, viz.. the Mat-
ter and the Form ; the Matter o f  the Sacrament (o r  'epiafima^' ca^t. •
m iS j  a»they cautbnffyYpeak) }s>‘tfltf tb Ê fc n i-1
tent, namely, Contrition, Confëffibb/, and^atisfattiofo •, the Form o f  it 
is the adt o f  the Prieil in thefc',vyords, Slbfoivo te. .

3. T h a t  therefore it is the duty o f  everyv Man who hath falT C*p- 3*
ten after Baptifm, as aforefaid, to cortfëfs his fins at leaCt once
a  year to a Prieft. ' • ; J‘ ■’ . . .  ; .

4  T h a t  this Confeffion is to bé.ftcret-, for pbblick'CcmfeiTion Cap. 55. 
tiiey fay is neither commanded nor expedient.

5. T h a t  this Confcffior. o f  M ortal Sin be very exaft and par- Ibid,
ticular, together with all circumftances, efpecially fuch as fpe- 
cicm faiïi mutant, alter the kind or degree o f  Sin, and’ that it Ibid.
extend to the moft fecret Sins, even o f  T h ou gh t, or againft
the ninthand tenth Commandment.

6 . T h a t  the Penitent thus doing, the Abfolution o f  the Prieft Cap. 6 * 
hereupon pronounced is not conditional or declarative only,
butabfolute and judicial..

N ow  in oppofition to  this D o& rine and Decree o f  theirs, and the 
Praitice o f  Ehat Church purfuant thereof, as well as in defence o f  the 
Dodtrine and Practice o f  the Church o f  England in that particular, I w il l  
here endeavour to make good thefe three things.

i . T h a t  our blefled Lord and Saviour hath neither in his Gofpel in­
ftituted fuch an Auricular Confeffion as aforefaid, nor, m u c h  lefs, fuch 
^Sacrament o f  Penance as the Church o f  Rtnte fuppoies in the recited 
Decree.

1 . That Auricular Confeifion hath not been o f .confiant and uni-
Terfel
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veiTal u ll'in the Chviilian Çhijrch. as the %omanifis pretend, much leis 
looked upon as oi Sacraracmai uud ncccllary Obligation. ‘ V r

3. That Auricular Confeil'ioac • as it is now u ícd 'in tljç. Church, o f  
Rome,  is not only unnccci^ry and,burdenfomc, bye in ma;jy refpedts ve-

^  gfç^t cçds o f  Cli ri itia^-Religion. ' t; ,
. _ I f  the fi rít oíthcfe ap p eajt9 .b e  true, then (at the worit) the want 
ot luch;an Auricula^, Çonfçiliqn in theíjreformed Chnrdie^, can be but an 
jrrcgulai k y ,  and no cflential defeâ;.

thç fécond o f  Hi f̂e áííertid'ns be made good, then it can b e . no dc- 
r ^ a t a l l  jn thaic;Churches that; ufcnot £ich a Rite, bu; a NqveUy and 
Impoiition on their parts who ÍÓ Hrrfûly^require iç> , -j r  u ■

-Eut i f  the third. be true, it will be the Corruption and great; fault 
o f  the Church c f  Rome to perfevere in the Injunction and Pra&ice ot 
it ,  and the Excellency and Commendation o f  thofe Churcheswhich ex- 
d u d e it .  f .... «..irCTor t ; n'ler*-1 • 1*?
. ‘ l begin with the iirft, That it dotl î not appear that our Saviour hat-fe 
mftkufed fuch an Auricular Confeiilpn, otfuclva Sacrament o f Penance 
as the Church o f  Rove p r c t e ^ f .^ n d ^ jj^ i i^  . '
. 1 confeis it is a Negative which I here undertake to makegood, which 
is accounted a difficult Province;, but the Council o f  Trent hath reliev­
ed us in that particular, by. foundmg the Inftilution exprefly upon that 
one pailàge o f  the Gofpel, ' j l 2 0 .Í2 . So 'that we (hall not need t0 
examine thp-whok £qdy o f  Scripture to ^ifcover what footiteps o f  D i­
vine Inftitution may be found hei;e or there, for the Council wholly in­
fills and relies upon that T e x t  o f  St, Joint-, and therefore i f  that fail 
them, the whole Hypothecs fails to the ground.

N ow  for the clearing o f  this, let us lay the words before us- and
they are thefe , bit kretthed.on them, and Ja(d^ Receive ye the Holy Ghoft
-irhofoe-cer fins y'C remit, they are remitted, unto them , whojocwr fins ye retain 
thy  art retained. .̂- . , -tjrrvn:

N ow here I appeal to any Man that hath Eyes in his Head, or Ears to 
hear, whether in this T e x t  there be any one word- o f  Auricular. Co:ifef-, 
Con, or much kfs o f  fuch a cirçumftantiated onç as they require ; And 
this is fo manjfeft and notorious, that their own ancient Cdnonifts and 
fever al o f  their learned Divines arc aifhamed o f  the pretepce o f  Divine 
Invitation founded upon this or any other paíTage 6FScripture ■ and 
therefore are content to defend the Pradice o f  die Churçh o f  Rome in 
this particular, upon the account o f  .tty Authority, and general ufage
01 the Church j which, we £hall come to examine by and by in its dae
pL.Ce. u u j  j .ij  .....is ..;

in the mean time I cannot choofe but admire the mighty Faith o f  a
Rornaiifti
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Romamtt, who can believe in fpight o f  his own eyes, k  feemed to us au 
infuperable difficulty heretofore, for a man to pcr.Made himielf that in 
the Sàcrament o f  the Euch'arift Bread was 'tfanfuBlcáhttatcd into Fleih, 
bccaufe it was againit the exprefs teftimony o f  fenfe, yea, although for 
that there was the countenance o f  five figurative (b}i^ tr.iitakçn) words 
to fupport the credulity ; but this o f  the Sacrament ó f  Penai^ce clearly 
otit-does it ; for here a man muft believe a thing to be/ when as there is 
not fo much as one word for the ground o f  his Faith, or the proof o f  the 
thing in queition. How many Sacraments may not fuch men have 
i f  they pleafe? W h a t  voluminous Creeds may not they fwallov* 
anddigeft? W h a t  Mountains may not fuch a wonderful' Faith f e -
move? ■ j,. *

But let us hear what they have to fay for themfelvçs j perhaps in tijç 
firit place they will plead the authority o f  the Council o f  Trent, which 
hath peremptorily determined the lenfe o f  the pallage o f  the Gofpel to 
the purpofe aforefaid. Indeed that Council in the third Canon o f  their 
fourteenth Seflion, doth damn all thofe who deny that a Sacramcnt o f  
Penance and Auricular Confesfion is prefcribed in that T e x t  o f  St. John, 
or who apply it to any other purpofe. But in fo doing, they both ufurp 
a P-rerogative which was never pretended to, or pradtifed by any Coun­
cil before them, and withal they betray a confcioufnefs that the T e x t  it 
fe lf  yielded no fufficient evidence o f  the thing which they defigned to 
countenance by it • for what Councils fever till h ow ) brought a T e x t ,  
and then impofed an Interpretation upon it contrary to the words? And 
then backt that Interpretation with an Anathema ? I f  the T e x t  were 
plain, or could be made fo, w hy vvas not that done ? And to be fure, i f  
that cannot be done by other means, the curfe w ill not do it ; at leait to 
any but very obedient kô'mkri.c^rtfciénces. Befidés, if.this courfc be al­
low ed, I fee not but a Countil may bring in what Religion they pleafe, 
having firfl made a Nofe o f  W a x  o f  the H oly Scripture,and then writhed 
it into what fhape they beil phanfy -, for in fuch a cafe, i f  the words o f  
the Gofpel do not favour me, I can govern the fenfe, and i f  the letter be 
filent or inttaíiabíe, I can help ïf iw  With an Interpretation , and i f  I 
have authority o r  confidenceenough,to impofe that, under the peril o f  
Anathema, I a'ftx no longer an Interpreter or a Judge, but a Law -giver, 
and need not trouble my felf with fcriptkm eft, but may ("if I w illip eak  
plain) fay dccretum eft, and the bulinefs is done.

But i f  neither i he. Letter of.Scripture, nor the Authority o f  a Council 
w ill do in- this cafe,' then iri'the fécond place they think they have at 
leaft fome colour o f  Reafon to  relieve them ; and i f  they cannot find Au­
ricular Confcffion in the T e x t , yet they w ill  by confequencc infer

liO lunB üJW Jf >113-1« >-B -i.- it
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it tíicrlcc ; for tÜey.iay although indeed it is true it t f  not hire exprefly 
mentioned, yet it is certain that our Saiiour ia the T e x t  before Us M i -  
uited a Sacrament o f  Penance, and therefore Auricular Confeifnn muit 
rijxdlàrily be implied, bçcfaufe Ablotútiári cannot be without Corifeflnn *
. H c r e Reader will'Obferve that the, poidt' in Qu:ftip:i between us; 
is very much altered, for we ar< now fallen'from the, confidci-arion: 6f 
the Divine Inftitution o f  Auricular Confeílíon in particular** to that o f  a 
Sacra nent o f  Penahce in general,/, f. from a direft proof to a fify /n ttfp  
gttnr. But we will follow them.hither alfo,: and for.the.dearin^ o f this.
matter, we willjbrieflyçônlld'er tfieTethree tilings. . °

1.- ■ Whether tiikt'can prO'periy be laid to be ô f  D m  rie Inftxtuiibn,
and ncceflary toSalvation,. which depends on an Inference, and is pro­
ved only by an hniiend'o ? *

2. Whether it can b; reafonable to aiTert that our Saviour there r.- 
Îïîtvrtcs a Sacraçrien,t df- Péivá;ice, whete not ôniy Auricular CoVf iiïôh 
but the whole niarter o f  fuch a Sacrament is left undefined ?

3... W h eth er i f  onr SavioUi* (had done that which it is plain he hath 
not,that is j hadftereinflituted and appointed all tliofe things, which by 
the Church o f  Romc zvc required as the material parts o f  Penance '.yet 
this could not have been eiteemed a Sacrament ? . * 1

i .  For fheJrft.ofthefe, we have no more tq/do buçto coniidcrthe 
rbrceand iigmfitation o f  this word ïiiJHtmon. N qw  that in the common 
ufe-of men (efpeciklly o f  thofe which fpeak diilinctly and underitariding- 
ty}  implies a fetting up de novo, or the appointing that to .become a duty 
whith was not kn.owable,or at leait not known to be fo before it became 
fo appointed. For this word Ivftiuttion is that which.’yve nfs tp ;tnrefs 
á  pofitive command by,' in óppoiltion fo that whièh is M  t g f i  

and;of harutái'oWgatíonr:;8rów.it j s  w È W r n m t  áít 
things o f  this nature ought to be appointed very plainly ' ahü'expreïï.y ’ 
.err d ie  they can carry no obligation with them j for ..feeing'tíu’ ' "  
reafon o f  their becoming matter o f  Law or Duty, lips in thcwiîJ 
Legiftator ; i f  that be not plainly difcOveraL they çành'aO s - fa 
in itiated, and fo there can be n o , O r a t i o n  to them,
ifbere there is t.^Lavrfhere cat: be to n o J L w B
ettect, which is not' fufficicntly promulged. Is it'not t h e n c e . a ,  vcty 
ftrange thing to tell Us o f  an Inftitution by implication only', aná#pt a i 

the lame time to tell us that the rpátter fo (preiepdeq to 
be) inflituted, isno leís' then abfolûtçTy' hecciTary to the 

J . Salvation o f  Sinners? . V ^  ^
í ^ r i  2" Thc 1’econd o f  thefe wíít e ^ ÿ ^ 0reëfved|)yconil-
St,T 1 4.C;3. dcring what we obferved before from the Council o f T rent,

vj



jjftf JRùcftBla* 'CORfíffiÁnr * 9
ni* ihit- thiá Sacrament o f  Penanceconflífcs o f  Matteranil F ov^ tlic  Form 
í t Í w P r ic f ls '  Abfol.itions bnt thc.Matteir.or Materials o f  this Sacrament 
are^ ^ tridcm » CorifeJfion to  a Prieft, arid Satisfadkioflioc Per format** 

A ' t  n ^ n r c e •io«'aîd.b7faim ; now it is-evident obat not only Amricu* 
h r  Confdlion ( o f  which we have fpoken hitherto) b a t  aKû Conm tiort 
Índ Satisfadtion arc Wholly omitted and pall over iri iilefyce-by the Evan* 
f c h f t  i n  t h i s  palfagc o f  Scripture, from wh -ncc they fetch then* Sfttta- 
•nient o f  Penance : And is it not a wonderful ftrange dung, that our Sal 
vioLir Ihould be fuppofed to inftiiutc a sacrament without any- M a te ria l 
o f  it at all ? lureiy therefore thii.niuib be either a Vèry S p km a l S icr*-

ment,  or noiíc at all. . . .  . • , r 11
Let u s  e i i e j s  at the p r o b a b i l i t y  c t  t h i s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to e i t h e r  o f  t h f c

other undoubted Sacraments. Suppofe our Saviour initead o f  that ac­
curate form in which he infdtuted the Euchanft had bnîy faid, I would 
h ive you my Qifciples,anri all that fhaU believe on my Name to koep a 

iMemotial o f  me when I armgba*:. O r fu p p o fc  he fa jd ^ n ly  as he doth, 
Job 6 <<! /1/y (k(kis Aîzat indeed, *iW >ry Bloodtf dhi^HmàeO, vyôuld 
anv one have concluded herer that our Saviour in fo fayfog, had appoint 
ted Bread and W in e  to be Gorfecratcd', to be rktfeifedlrtduch a.manner, 
and in a word thathe had*w ithout more ado), inftmited fuch a Sacr*-
(iicncas vwclilinllly cd o b rd tci N o  otrttin ly , and ï t a c f o p  wc f e w  

lV u*~n- ir f̂o a-nrl, n s r n r u . h r  t h e m n  t  h a t  t a n  bettor ke-t/tM*

■A Ÿ’identall thole thingï, woicn tnev can uic um«.t wi ^  ^  ^ y ^ -
hehath not>yet.«vea ï*énç m â  iip oftth at Sti^Ôlïtion, Penanct IwoùW
not have proved ttí be a Sacranicnt p^>perlyf0'callcd.

I c o o f e f s  a c c o r d i n g ,  r o  a  l o o f è  h c c - é p t a d é n  o f  t h e  w o r d  S a t i a m e n t ,

f o m e f h i n g - m a y  b r r  f a i d  f o r  i t ;  f o r  f 5 t l i c f e  a r c  m a n y  t h i n g s  h a v e  h a d  d i e

name o f  Sacrament applied to them. 7 \ ytM kb  fomewherc calls EfiJlu, s
Ax t i i ' - ’  S a c r a m e n t  o f  W o o d  a h d . u i J i i s B o o k  a g a i n f t  Marcia*, h e  Idles

p, 2 1 tne



callsÍ r a d ^ f Í ^ t h ^ R í f c ™  a i^ th e A lv í '  S í f í í ' V n ^veral place» 
far-he hath given usa general Rule'in his^fifch E piftlT ’ Sacï5 ' f nts> 
i>igns when they belorigxo Divine things are called W ,-  ’
conhderation hereof i t 'k  acknowledged bv Ca(T• ' ,ament:s: A” d in 
o f  Sacraments was indefinite in t S C m S * / '  Nun*®r
times o f  Peter Lombard. But all this n rrw lîfl- , lL felf> lint)l thé 
ing, this Right o f  P e n ^ e  t a ^ n g ^  aíto!a*hw D̂ ,arf ^
wnatfoever the Romains can fcppffe to belln- to i r W  PP° iing
a 5acrame«tj acw dw g to the allowed DefhSkm s o f  “ s S f f S ?

* h-!So ciji£. c r ' i t £ ! « T D ‘ m ! S ' Some o f  them defined Sa-
V.á. lib.<&&,. ?  r S«crame” tlt>» *fi corporate deme>.(km f o x
tr,m- a- ProP°jlt,tmi cx ftmiLitudwe re-pr tient ans &■ PJ  /
i  M-gift. Se«. f t i ’ Htione figmjicans, &  ix  SancHfuanotie eottirf», " * • ru- 

4- «‘JÍ. j. km.grmam. And the b Mailer o f  rhp c

w o r d ,
vnaginemgertus Gr tanfa cxijtehs- both which définiti J t  V fâ * * Z r*rt*

. w *  • » icd
de Sacra*?. ’  .  a sc r a ( n e n t  c a n n o t  b e  b e t t e r  e x p r e i t  i n  f n  f p w  t a t  ^

d  A u g  c, t h a n  i t  j s  b y  d  S t .  shift w  w h e n  h e  c a l k  -n ^

« . , s. c >Si c iS U r W p td

eondcicend to S * R £ S S S (  
Pledges o f  what he had p r o m S  r ° k™
that our DuJnefs might be relieved ^ 01̂ ’ t0 tIie intent
much as herein, ou SEvcs a r d o l£ s ™ r« ^ > d °»r Fatth afliited ; foraf-
W itndTe, 0f  h’is " ?  V  ° ” r, Ears «  w rfe
gives us a feniible token and renrri?nrif <- Eaptifmal waTiling?,t 

the waihing awa* o f  our Sins b y íh e  E lo o d tfth r ift-  ■ S S T ' S ” ’  and
cipatjon o f  Bread and W in einrh P  i T l c  ’ and hT the parti-

o f  S r  * £ "  the Sacrament

t.ue o f  a Power delegated to him s Í  E  j "  ods ftead’ by vir-
be a Satramçnt, npt only without anv míSírTV* 8-t nthem’ hcre muil 
without an y,thine figurative r ™ u  ?  f.3.rts milituted, but alfo
he as « Æ S th e k  o ™  n  i  ̂ m v c  which feems ,o  
03s as to  the T ru th  i t  ieif. in c  Ul the aforefaid Definiti-

* *  . _ aucfcuïac confection,



j2Df auriculas ConCcíHoiu
N a v  f u r t h e r  to evince tíie difference o f  this Riçe o f  Penance from aU 

o t t o  proper Sac. aments - it deferves obftrvation, that whereasin thofe 
Ï  acknowledged Sacraments, the Pneft in Gods Name delivers to us 
the Pledges and Symbols o f  Divine Grace Here in this o f  Penan** we < 
i  bring all the material Parts and P lecfes our felvcs, and prefent 
K  to God, or to the Pricit inhKftead. j . My m e a n i n g ,  that vvher;er 

' as ("for inftance) in B ap tifo  the applies to us the Symbol o f  W a -  
ter and in the Eucharift delivers to us the confecratçd Elements an to ­
ken’ o f  the Divine Grace, contrary-wife liere in Penance we mu it  on our 
parts brine with us Contrition, Confehion, and Satisfaction to o ,  in 
S c h  refpeft we may be rather .íaicT to give P l e f e t o  G od, than he 
to  us’ ; which is widely different from the Nature. o f  other Sacraments, 
and feems no lefs to be contrary" to the Reafon .and N otion o f  a Sacia-

T h e Sum o f  what we have hi t he rto d ifcour fed amounts to this^ Firft’, 
T h a t  here is no Auricular Ç o n f e . M  initierjjjgjt h f j p i  Sayipur l a .
22. as was pretènded. Secondly,'■'Nor > any. ^ácrament of Penancs. in 
which it  can b .  included or implied i  fto 'fcV 'in d ce d  any W a p t  at

3lli  confefs, I m i g h t  have fpared all th e ^ t f tâ s l  have 
'latter : for fo long as I have made appear, that private C o n f  fhon is^.ot 
inftituted, it was not fo very material to  corilidçr whqthei^enance could 
be a Sacrament or no ; but this I added to (hew the.
Of that Church, and their extravagancy in i ‘« P ^ g F ej f P o | ra®  

W t t j $  upon th t 'irp w n  Inventions, thereby to gifrc them t h ç ^ ^ ç f
V e n e r a t i o n -with the. p e o p l e .  , . - i m .

A r i d  thus r w o u l d  d i i m i f t ,  t h e  f i r i t  p a r t  o f  m.y undertakmg^ b n t i c t t h c  

Romanics w i l l  n o t  f o r e g o  t h e i r ,  p r e t e n f i f l n s  f p i  A Ú  i c ü l a i X o n ^ i o n  ■ f  r  

t h c v  w i l l  v e t  r i r g c ,  t l m  ^ h i t h e ' r  o r  n o  W e  W i l l  c a l l  i t  à ^ a c r a q i ç a ?  W  n i c  

o u r  Saviour militates |n the T e x t  before us i t  is however c m o m  here 
i s  a  P o w e r  c o n f e r r e d  o n  t h e  A p o f t l e S ,  a n d  t l t è i r  S u d c e f f o r s ,  o f  R e m i t t i n g

auk R o a m in g  s in s , « a * - - * * * * 1
Sins ye r a n t, they Arc rennneJ7 & c  O ur avlour ^  ^  ^  y^_ 
hath made the Pricft a ’ Judge, o f  Mens Conferences-^  £l(í 14. Precfidts 
and Conditions ; wherefore, that ‘he; Maÿ not pro- &  w )c«, pp .* . s*- 
ceed blindly andindifcrim inatejv, it.is neceflTar^Iiat 
he know the merits o f  the Caufe, and Hot onfy un- 
derltand the matter o f  F aft, but all the Q rcu m - , . ,« c tnfrn
ftances which may aggravate o r  exter.tiatç j t ,  all r^ a m hafafint€t;ti*m 
which cannot be attained without the. Confçffipn Ox a 's<icircLteU:*™>W'L 
the party j therefore Auricular Confcifion is as.ne- //*. i.e .2-



^Sï b™  y ’art? cáí~  f d f  to h W

, .  ,,  , 0 «
J j - H - C .  I . fo i Luue tw o  j.ca^ ns j j ï î s i f ,  I o b fervéth at this yery Cou:--

« h i t S o t  ie f a id  Í Í ' P° *  1 %  T ^ " - # # 1  ;!“  f ^ & E ^ Â V

The* “̂ ï g ^ f w ef4 fiq t i f  - - ,>J"“ MJ ' r‘
our S^ iolir. Îîbt I reply.



r r f P i v ' v  ' i i T j f t  i w b « f t t r q ï w f v m f c t l i & y c t  j t  h i f l r b e e n ;  W > H f t :r n ï  V i t i W ) :  

V e r v a * l t t o  h o p d t b a } !  m f c y  o o w i u n d e r  c h t ó & ^ f f l  e b t ô j r b f i ô f d o f l  ( j j t t d e a f t j l  

« K A n  J é è a Æ ' t e r m s :  a s  L e  w a s i t ®  Ü e i i a d j H É â f t î 3  ) 3 i  1  l i a  A l  ;  i  g n h i  " *  

M v  fcWftd i t a f o u  p f a s k l n g  i U u * >  í t ó i i  Q » e f t j « t n r  ?  w  Æ J y s b l  f t b f c r ï o i t l ç t  

own C c h o o l m e r c a t J m Q ^ l c d ' g e  S í i iv t ó íb e t e p t t t ^ u n f r » ns i i- î  û - u
S r  A S  P r i i é  m 2 *  3??- Æ o n f d U ,  V . A M Î . - * % s  

r "  r n a i î a r l v  î n s t h c  A f l m h r i f t i ® r i b n  o f  R a p t i Ü n ,  » h j d l  ^ :  F j K j k

ril/rtlV àptieirf*'' that IGohfdBdB fë-not bripèiedi-n fittodfttgcivÉl.;,:
n n i c t r i i f f i o r t i  - b u t .  o n c p i a y . i j ç i b a d c w i t l î i i i i C r t l i f c . o t h s f t ' i B B t l  t i b e f l

not d i n n e r  cafter-Raprifin hope fbs.Parfibri r̂poiü bis.conuuK
J è u f c - M W i i m i o h .  to û i t  W x r o d i - a i j d i S a f i r a m c n t s ,

vice' and PicHil^ck'af G o n fck n te ,i,Auá ierviar iQ tófdfiw W iuo,;/s2
'• ‘ËBt^'ittMk'TcBSJtJiatiQ i d L:ifl - tibiii.-OeífcPoí w i g - w  > ?k

4. iprocoed'iibw ttDttóffaorid rh itig ..p i:Q p w tó d ,v n a im fo t®
mmiire biítoTÍíaHviivhethffrcM-Dbí'Auriccla^. ór ferhpoSccret, (iníiáflp
rrámchVal CociftfíiótT, ^rsaíareíriítt) i>atáf’báen o£ Ci) nítasMS:t e s t a rlifc»í>i! 
«G-in'rte Chriítitiai (óhoiTh^i£f»i:hi fon?wriftsip íeftsalb/:dad<as I’M vPUiv> 
c i l o f  Tw/f alíei'ts,-:Sí ̂ rí 4 -'í -̂ ’^ 5- K ' -' . .10  ̂ 'í;" ; 3̂Efn 31 ri

r __ ^ . : ». m r ' j & A n  rn v tT T ? !*  n f  Ï  f i W  CfVi D Í  V I  f o f i f t -

o rc fê lb c - f i» - t tç é ç l i te & if in th a r ï ty i  tífnaifflfl^tMdod LaA>pr?«
ftîcé 1 îfhlA^|f'«TÎÏh&crTi lifiicfatrendt^^bB-Agioaridi!ma onaBpoîl Writhe

{tant! ivfJôhdiw yoriî sd vr.fr. û  « û  < ! Jri.' ,<nd w n  «nv/ .vbv-.
hrirífnwiiattiha/hreeri ohreacTvJMKl) îinuctvtlie to w

1R 'ttlly l e t w m M w i m n v ; v f t * u  -------------------------------------  . - - ' * ,
rènt that fuch a Pvite hath been o f  confiant life in the GhriftiaMShWflif 
it ^14 th a t iæîtaakçitsrHfèiat Æ tir from

InmtutÍ^.^tWitbfíbndíég./álliweibaTe offered toe the-contrary.
S o  o n - t h e  o t h e r f & k  i f  d i f f i d e n c e  h e r b  f t ó f c e r i w s c  t h a ^ r t : c n ! t ó i v a n a  

fiVíUffitóent fiôbtfttps <rf'fcânfcàJO A ^ w iía j^ a V í^ n a A a iS  p.ppemvt^ Sen
w ititít 't ife tw fiilíi  veéi hÉwblMthertb diftotitfod.pbfe>grrátly 1 
•artd tórififiTífccP  ̂ bccaufe ît-ïs by ho'-means-. probable, that al tHsre. nau 
•bee»at>ivihe Law in the cafe,that fach-a.thiag .wDuld h a v e te m g e * tt8 i*  
]y îiegleded by the Chriftian Church.



f4 ffif. Sfutiûtlac ConfeiTtoît,
‘Now for the clearing o f  tliis, though I am here only \ipon the defen* 

■five-, ahd fo bouad-to-ne morct-han to examine the Proofs which the Ro- 
mamfli bring for their Pretenfions, yet I will deal ingenuoufly* asfeek- 
mg not to find Flaws, but-to difcóver the; Truth, and-therefore give 
thefe Inflanc'is asTo many Reafons. for the Negative. - j

In thè firít'place*' I crave leaVe to premifc this : I f  Auricular C o n f f -  
non were fo great a Gofpel Myftery , fo wonderfully efficacious a me*» 
thod o f  faVhig’Souis, as to be typified:in thé Law (as the Rowanifis 
teach) as w d la s  inftituted in t h s G o f p d ,  and praftifed by the whole, 
Church, ofie might feem juftly/to wonder how it comes to pafs that 
there ffeoukl be no mention, nor. appearance o f  it in the whole courfj 
o f  our" Saviours own Miniftry -, lie 11 fed to be an Example , as well 
as a Law-giver to the Church, he waihed his Dilciples Feet,-before he 
enjoyned them to waih one another; he exemplified the other Sacra­
ments before he iprelcribed his Apoitles to  adminiiter them, and one 
WoúldíhaVe ihougnt fuch.anJnftance o f  his Exam pie .had been more ne- 
cèflatÿ in this buiirxeis o f  Penance, rather than any other, i f  it had been 
but to make way for the Underftanding o f  fa obicure an Inftitution ; 
fince ofpedaUyv;onecwbuld have thought to find ibme Traces o f  thi§ in 
the Mihiftety o f  our Saviour, becaufe he daily converfed with Simjers, he 
reproved them, inftruded them, healed them, pardoned them, but ne- 
v'erhrOught any o f  them to fuch a Confeffion as we are treaxingof; viz.. 
T o  a particular enumeration o f  their Sins with the. cii'Cumftances, nor 
upon fo doing formally abfolved them. His very Difciples (,fo[ne o f  
w'hich had been great Sinners) were admitted without'it the Woman 
o f  Sartaria ivas told by hinDall that ever ihe did, but (he was not brought 
on her kneés to make her oyvn Confeíííon itbu^moft ftrange, o f  pll it is, 
t-hatthe W w nán taken in Adultery .when he;Jiad.Made;heir Acfiufers.fli^ 
away, was not privately brought to it ; it mav'be they will'fay^'there 
was no need o f  Confeffion f o  him who knelv.all hafore, butyet it might 
hdve been necfclTary to bring thefe Sinners to be afhaixied; o f  themfelves 
by that means tbi work .Repentance, and fit, Item  for Paldorj, at leaí  ̂
i f  this Method had dta'taxf fuk:h mighty life átedí Wondet'fal iïieceih c-y as is 
pretendtedfii 1 ..~J sni ni .. j 2ci£~tr .o  lo  "35çr rlJBd zïiJI 6 fÍDtf ?

2. But: to let pafîithat i in tb i nextipfcggrôTkrpatfëriQjfwonder that 
nothing o f  thisi.Pirajû;ice appears in thç,Miniiicÿ êfcftÀe/Apoftlcs they 
went about preachingihe G olp d , calling Mart tio Repentance, ereding 
and governing ChuCchqs,. but never fetJtiienrtfelvesxlowoina Çonfc/fors’ 
Chair, for Penitents fecçfcd y to teli tkeirr in' clujir Ear > tiie o f  their
vicious Lives ; indeed'wé read, T h a t  fomc a m  i» and
jkwfidtkurJDuds'l but fir ft it. was voluntary, and in a fit o f  holy Zeal,

.rioït/iDrui/li i \ - • j;3/  y for



£Df Auricular Confefitom

for we cannot find that they were required to do it, as. o f  Sacramental 
Obligation ; and befides, the Confeifion was publick before the Church, 
notclancular, and whifpered infecrct ; it is true alfo, that St. James t 
chap. 5. i<S. advifes the Chriitians toconfefs their faults one to another, 
(which is made a mighty evidence in this cafe;,) but it is as true, that this 
was fpoken in an extraordinary cafe, as appears vcr. 14. in bodily fick- 
nefs and diftrefs o f  Confcience, they arc advifed to lay open their con­
dition, in order to relief and fuccour, by the more ardent and affc&io- 
nate Prayers o f  thofe who fhould be made privy to it, but it is not made 
a Handing anduniverfal rule for all men to comply with , whether they 
be fickor well, in profperity or adveriity, perplexed or quiet in their 
C o n f c i e n c e s ,  much lefs o f  Sacramental and necefliry obligation, as in the 
Homan Church.

3. Let us go on in the next ages after the Apoftles, for about tw a 
hundred years we find not one word o f  this kind o f  ConfefTion,which we 
enquire for. Indeed the writings o f  that time which are extant, are not 
m a n y ,  but i f  this bufinefs had been o f  fnch confequence as is pretended, 
it is ftrange that thofe holy men, Ignatius, Cicmens, and Juftin Martyr 
fhould not have any mention-of it.

Indeed Btliarmine brings us one inftance vrithin this period, and that 
is from Irw ins, who fpeaking o f  certain women who had been abufed by 
Marclon the Heretick, faith they afterwards came and confeiTed all, w ith  
fhame and forrow , to the Church. But what is this to the purpofe ? W c  
difpute not againft pwblick Confeifion, which is acknowledged to be tru­
ly Primitive, and we with it had been conftantly maintained in after­
ages, it is only the neceffity o f  Clancular ConfeiTion that we are unfatis- 
fied in, and this paffage fpeaks nothing at all to that cafe.

4. In Tertnllian’ s time, which was alfo much about tw o hundred years 
after our Saviom-, we find great things faid o f  Confeflion,but it is o f  that 
w h i c h  was publick, and in the face o f  the Church, not t o a P r i e f t i n a  
Corner ; and this indeed was greatly incouraged and required by the 
holy Men o f  thofe timçs, as that which in the cafe o f  open and fçàndalous 
fins, freed the Church both from the guilt, and from the reproach o f  
them,and in the cafe o f  fecret fins,was a means (by open fhame) to bring 
men to Repentance, and fo to Pardon. And the ConfeiTion was princi­
pally dire&ed to G od,w ho was the pei fon offended by the fin, y e t  it was 
made before men to raife a fervency in their Prayers, as is noted before, 
and to obtain their effectual interceflion with C-od on behalf o f  the peni­
tent. T h is  that ancient W r ite r  makes manifeft to be his fenfe in his 
Book de Pceniievtia in thefe words, Pleruncjuc vero jejunits precci alerr, tr- 
gemifiere, Uihrymari^ &  nmfira dies mftci'qut ad Dû/t.b.um Veim  vmt»,

C  ' Pre.by-
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Presbyter »  ad volvi, Cr (or rather chans) del adgenicularL omnbus fra- 
m£w legations ftu  dcprccatwis injuweie, h*c omma ex howolo^Cu at Lrn- 
tentium commtndet ore. the penitent ofcen joyns filling to his prayers 

•scps, wails, anu moans night and day before God, calls him fdf at the
r  a  ’ u > ^ncííji, kneels to all holy people, and intrea:s
Ten. J p .c .i9 ail the Brethren to  He his IntercelTors with G od  Aimighi v

a nr> :n , ■ » , hiS Pard? ir : , Thls «s penitential Confefïïon, & c. And
i  "  ^ s / p o io g y  more plainly ; Comus in C*tm , fee. ibidm exhorta-
Z j ’/ f  %? 7y- ™ » & j» d ica tu r m^no-cmn pondère ut
y u d  ertos de U :  c o n c lu ,  fu tu n  judicii frajudiciumefi. ft au»

% aJ í V r , \  X r *  w :  have (l'ailh h £ j  in ourLccleiiaitical AKm baes, a fpjritual Judicature, and with great gravity
cenuire Offenders, & c. But I need fay no more o f  rhk •

be .It US R hea /III for  We haVC TpfHmr.mr 7? n; i. ’
A r*y. ad p !lv • . 1 ei«mony o f  Jkatus Rhenams, one o f  the
Tjrtn I. de [a: ni- u ,u r .Cib and o f  great inilght into Ecclefiaílical A f-
rfMtm fairs, who gives us this account o f  Tm u^ m  and his times

. .. , vm l de done ft I aria Ma pœnitemiâ loejui, qiu id temporis
m s  m a b a n tr  • there was no luch thing as fccrct or Clancular C o --

by %  C h i t o n  c L Í c h  S S * "  a thing not fo much as known

c f r  ■ 5j .  T o  § °  a llttle low/ r? fiich vy-as the manner o f  pro-
lib í f  r ngS 1 k C-yPru:,r  ^me* as he himfelf defcribcs it,
u .l.h p h . 15. the (inner by outward geilures and tokens fhew’d himfelf

hnmWP r^nf,frt0 f / 0rr0fT i and, penitcnt forhis fin’ and then made nurnble Confefïïon thereof before the whole Congregation and defirod
all the Brethren to pray for h im , which done, t l  l i l C p  and C l ™ ,

. pr lci t^Sjr. upon him, and fo reconciled him : So it 
r>JK*nPf'>7' was aifo in O rW jS  time, and once for all, to-deliver, the 
Sozowen lib. 7. ^Uitom o f  the Church in thofe times, touching this par- 
«>. itf. ticular, I will add the words o f  the Hiftorian, Rei ad ter*

r  1 - Cam Jej r0” 0s f&jtcumt, &C. they that are confiions to
themfelves to have offended,falj down flat upon the ground withIweep- 
u g  and lamentations in the Church, on the other fide the Biihop runs to 
them with tears in his eyes, and falls down to the ground, alfo in token 
ai forrow and compasnon, and the whole Congregation, m the mean 
while fympathizmg with both, is overwhelmed with tears, C?y,

C, r t  r* 7 r 6,„ we 6 ° lower >'et t0 thc times o f  St. CbryM on  and*'
c o r f t ’ 7 e find thr0Í?-hí y ™en f a k i n g  very 'flight ly o f  

id. in serm ne n  'r^  men, fo little did they think o f  Auricular
C M  &  t9, Gontcihons being a Sacrament. St. ^ V s  Judgment in 
w . c - .  ths Caie we have heard before, in the tenth Book o f  his
- . ■> .) G00-.
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C o n f i o n s ,  and third Chapter ; and for the other, the reflimonies out 
o f  him are fo ïtfailÿ, and fo well known, that I cannot think it neccffary 
to rranfciibc them ; and as for St. Jerom who lived about the fame time,
I think it fufricient to repeat the account o f  Erafmhs, who was very con- 
verfánt in his W ritings, and indeed o f  all the other Fathers, and who 
had no other fiu lt  I know, but that he did ufc Mordrai radtre vcro, to be 
too great a T e ll truth; which fure will not invalidate his Teffimony ; his 
words are thefe, sipparct tempore Hicronimi nendunt infntutam fitiffe feerç- 
t.im âdmiÿlruài C-atjeJponeni.—  Verum in hoc labnn:;ir Tjkofygi quidam p ql 
rum at tent i, quod tjtix veteres fcribm t de publica &  getter alt corfejftoit'e^ea tra~, 
bnnt ad occnítam &  longe dfoerjî generis, i. e. It is evident (faith he) that in, 
St. JeronPs time (which was about four hundred years after our Saviour-/ 
there was no fuch thing as fecretConfefiion in ufe ; but the mifiake is*, 
that fome few later and inconfiderate Divines havetakep tlie initances of; 
general and publick ConfeiTion then pra&ifed, for arguments o f  that Au-! 
ricular Confcrilon which is now lifed, though quite o f  a different nature* 
from it.

Thus we have traced the Current oF Antiquity for four or five hun­
dred" years tofearch for thé Head o f  this N it  us j  the fource and rife o f  that
kind o f  Confeffion vyhich is fo JfigbI.y magnified by the Church o f  Rome]
but hitherto we havefound nothing o f  i t ,  and this methinks fhould be) 
fufficient to ffagger ah impartial inquirer, (at leaft it is as much as can be; 
expedted in fo jllort a T reatife  as this is intended to be ) and may fatisfy 
the unprejudicatc, that there is as little o f  Antiquity to favour this Rite*; 
as there is o f  Divine In itia tio n  to be p ieadçdfor it. B u r  yet I know oil 
t i e  other fide,that the R'omamjts pretend to bring abundance o f  T e ftÿ n çy  
niés Tor inland BettUrminê particularly goes from Century to Century 
with his Citations toprefcribe for the confiant and uninterrupted-ufç.pf 
it, but I do fincerely think that theic four following Ihort ObfervatioT*-, 
vfill inable a man to anfwer them all.

i , r obfervc, that whereas this word Exomclogefu is commonly q&4 i 
by divers o f  the Fathers, as the Phrafç whereby they intend to  çx'ÿrefs " 
the whole nature o f  Repentance in all the parts and branches o f'it , as j$ 
evident by the pafiagé I cited out o f  1'ertiiRun de Pœ/iït. even now, and'is 
acknowledged by B ll.hrmine himfelf; neverthelefs,. meerly becauife that 
vyord lignifiés Cor.flGion properly, and nothing elfe, thefe 
ffeis, where they find this word Exonwlogeps, force it into an ^rgtyijîÇint: 
ior that ConfeiTion, which they contertd for ; and lo feveral D ilan u fcs 
o f  tnc Fatheis, concerning Repentance in general,are made to be nothing -, 
out Exportations to, or Encomiums' -of Confeifion ia  particular, and that 
mult be nothing elfe neither but Auricular Confeillon, the thing"'in Que-

■C 2 ition;
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ft ion. A call o f  his skill in this way, Bcllarmnc gives us in Jrer.,e;«, the 
very firil Author he cites for Auricular Confesfion in the lait quoted 
Book and Chapter o f  his W ritings Dc Sacramentis.

2. Whereas the Novatians excluded all hopes o f  Repentance or Par­
don for fins committed after Baptifm, but the true Church contrariwiie 
admitted to hopes o f  Pardon upon their Repentance ; upon this occafion, 
when fome o f  the Fathers juftly magnify the advantages, and comforta- 
blencfs o f  the true Church above the Schifmatical, as that it fet open a 
Door o f  Hope to thofe who confeffed their fins, and applied themíélvcs 
to her Miniftry : Hence thefe witty men will perfrvade the world, that 
every true Church had a Confiilors Chair, and fuch a formal way ot 
pardoning as they now praitife at Rome -, as i f  there was no remisiion 
o f  Sin, where there was no Auricular Confesilon, and as i f  all that exclu­
ded the latter, rejefted the former too, and were no better than N ova­
tion Hereticks ; when-as in Truth, the power o f  the Keys is cxercifed in 
all the Miniitries o f  the Church, and ihe pardons and retains fias, other-

wife than by the Oracle o f  a particular Confeifor, as we 
BelUiw.de revit, have feen already. This piece o f  jugling the fame 
ub. 3. c. s. Bcllarmine is alfo guilty o f  in his Citation o f  baïïan* 

tins.
3. Whereas the aficient W riters are much in the commendation o f  

ConfelTion o f  fins, w hether it be to God or to the Church, but generally 
intending that which is publick, it is common with thole o f  the Church 
o f  Rome, to lay hold o f  all fiich fayings as were intended to perfvvade to,, 
and incourage publkk Confeffions, and to apply them to Auricular or

Clancular Confesfions, thus particularly the afore- 
IA. bib. 3. C. 6. fáid Author does by Tertullian in his Citation o f

him.
4. And Laftly, Whereas it is alib true that feveral o f  thofe holy men 

o f  old, do in fome cafes very much recommend Confesfion o f  fecret fins, 
and perfwade fome forts o f  men to the ufe o f  it, namely thofe that are 
in great perplexity o f  Confcience, and that needed Ghoftly Counfel and. 
Advice,or to the intent that they might obtain the asiiltance o f  the Chur­
ches Prayers, and make them the more ardent and effl&ual on their be­
half, whereas I fay, they recommended this as an expresfion o f  Zeal, or 
a prudent expedient, or at moil as necelfary only in fome cafes frok'ic &  
?mnc. Thefe great Patrons o f  Auricular Confesiion do with their ufual 
artifice apply all thefe pailages, to prove it to be a itanding and univer- 
fally neceilary duty, a Law to all Chriftians, this is a very common fault 
amongfl: them,and particularly St. Cyprian is thus mifapplied by the fame 
forementioned W riter, bib. 3. Cap. 7.

Hither
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Hitherto inquiring into the moil ancient and pureft-times o f  the 

Church, by the W ritings o f  the Fathers o f  thole times, we have not 
been able to difcover any fufficient ground for fuch an Auricular Con-
fcslion as the Church o f  Rome pretends to, much lefs for a 
confiant and uninterrupted fuccesfion o f  it. But now after SlC);a'- 
all I muft acknowledge there is a paiTage in Ecclefiaftical 
H ifb ry  which feems to promife us fatisfa&ion herein, and c .~ 6. ’ '
therefore muft by no means be ilightly palled over without 
due coniideration it is the famous itory o f  Neft*rvts Biihop o f  Con-  
fiantinofh, and Predeceflbr to Sr. Cbyfoftom, which hapned fomithirig 
íefs then four hundred years afeer our Saviour.

The.Story as it is related by the joint Teitim ony o f  Socrates and So~ 
z.ome/i runs thus : In the time o f  this N a t  anus there was (it feemsj a Cn- 
ilom in that Church (as alfo in moil others) that one o f  the Presbyters, 
of greatcft Piety, W ifdom  and G ravity fhould be chofen Penitentiary,, 
that is, be appointed to the peculiar Office o f  receiving ConfeiTions, and 
to aslilt and direft the Pénitents in the management o f  their Repentance: 
N o w  it happens that a certain W o  nan o f  Quality,itricken with remorfe 
o f  Confcience, comes to the Penitentiary (that then was) and according 
to  Cuftom, makes a particular Confesfion o f  all fuch fins, as fhe was con- 
fcions to her felf to have committed lince her Baptifm, for which he ac­
cording to his Office appointed her the Penance o f  Fafhing, and conti­
nual Prayers to expiate her G uilt, and give p ro o f o f  the T ru th  o f  her 
Repentance. But ihe proceeding on very particularly in her Confesfions, 
at laft amongft other things comes to declare that a certain Deacon o f  
that Church had lien with her  ̂ upon notice o f  which horrid F a il, the 
Deacon is forthwith cafhiered, and cafl out o f  the Church : by which 
means the mifcarriage takes air, and coming to the knowledge o f  the 
people, they prefently fall into a mighty commotion and rage a b o u tit, 
partly in detcftation o f  fo foul an adtion o f  the Deacon, but principally 
in contemplation o f  the diflionour and fcandal thereby reflected on the 
whole Church. T h e  Biihop finding the Honour o f  the whole Body o f  
his C lergy extremely concern’ d in this accident, and being very anxious 
what to do in this cafe, at laft by the Counfel o f  one Eudxmon a Presby­
ter o f  that Church, he refolves thenceforth to abolilh the Office o f  Peni­
tentiary, both to extinguilh the prefent flame, and to  prevent the like oc- 
cafion for the future \ and now by this means every man is left to the 
conduit o f  his own Confcience, and permitted to partake o f  the holy 
Myftcries at his own peril. T h is  is the matter o f  Fadt faithfully rendred 
from the words o f  the Hiftorian ; but this i f  w c take it in the grofs, and 
look no further then fo, w ill not do much towards the deciding o f  the



prefent Coîitrâv'erfÿ We will therefore examine things a little niore rinr-
moT S  h®%of fnch hints as thofe W riters afford us, perhaps we 
may make good nib d f  it at I ift ; and to this purpoie,

i . I obfervcf in the f irep lace , that though at the ffflft bluift h&e feems
to be an early and great example o f  that Atfrrcplar Conffesfion which we
oppok, for^faihch as here is H o t  o n l y  the Order o f  t h e  Church o f  Con-

Í Z r 'n f  : i 0r 0?ks.i,on ! °  a Pneft> but that to be o f  all fins committed 
Lapciim.and this to be made to him in fecret j rtotwitflflfandiiie up.

o a  a more thorough view it will appear quite another thing frdm tfiát
pleade_d for- and pra€tifed by the Church c f  Ko»*, and that efpecially in
he refpeds following : F i r f t jn  the Auricular ConfciBon in the S t o r f

r n n f  '^ mer T a iu ot the ancieilt DifciP]ip‘e o f  the Church (whofe
a m ih H rT n r t? ° ?6n T u  Plí lick’> as 1 ^ v e  íhewed in that here
a publick Officer is appomted by the Church to receive them, fdeh an1
one as whofe Prudence, and Learning-, and Piety foe could confide in for 
a  bufinefs o f  fo great nicety and difficulty, and it is neither left to the Pe­
nitent to choofe his Confident for bis Confeffior, nor at large1 for every
f Î f Æ ^  Î 110 Authority o f  the Church in fo ticklilh an Affair as 
that o f  Difcipline, but to a publick Officer appointed by the Church for 
this purpofe ; fo that Confeffion to him cannot be faid to be private Fee-

ThkPen-?nV° the r h0lC ChUuCil by hÍm- T ° COníÍnn îclî: Secondly, 1 his Penitentiary it feems was boimd (Us there was occafion) to difcover
the matters (opened to him in fecret) to the Church, as appears in the

TnnfpfT -ie m th.e St01T  i there was no pretence o f  a Seal o f
Confeffion in this Cafe, as in the Church o f  Rone, by virtue o f  which a

f ° nrefso and go on to fin again fccretly, without'danger o f  be­
ing brought upon the Stage, whatfoever the atrocity o f  his Crime be 
and indeed without any effectual courfe in order to his Repentance and 
Reformation. Again, Thirdly, this confeffion in the Story doth not pre-

0t,.abf0lS  as i f  3 mans * » S * Í t  not be p a r i
without it ; but only a prudent provifion o f  the Church to help men

Í S T fS n  '"I T  Re^ Iîta,,rce’ }'& â h m # á^ s and expresfions o f  it, and 
efpecial.y t a  relieve perplexed and Weàk confciences, and to affift them
in their preparations for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper : and this
appeal s,amongft other things, by the account which the Hiilorian gives

™ ^ Cn^  ° f  auboliihinS ^  T m  now every man is left to 
r  - h‘s partaking o f  the holy Myiterics ; but it is

h“ ,was !cfi  l‘ndcr m  o f  his fins, for want
?i- í  À  T o  which add m the lait plats, that this Office whatever

rep0tCd 3 bu* r«^cr, a .  I noted before, an-
expedient.to prepare men-for it ■ for doubilcfs nrither that Biihop nor

20 _ t C tf ;J0ttrtch!ar Confrtftjjr*'
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that Church would have ever confcnted to the abolition o f  a Sacrament, 
for the fake o f  fuch a Scandal as happened in the miiinanagement o f  it, 
or i f  they had done fo, much le lstan  it be imagined that ihe greateft 
part o f  rijic Chriitian Church would have concurrcd with them in it, as 
vvc/hall by and by fee they did.

2. 1 obferve concerning the beginning o f  this Penitentiary Office, the 
time and occai;on o f  this ufage -y namely, that the Hiftorians do not 
pretend it to have been Apoftolical, much left o f  itriÉUy Divine I n i t ia ­
tion ; but they lay the Heat o f  it$ firit rife -about th e time o f  the Diet*»  
Perfccution, which was about T w o  hundred ,years after r 
our Saviour. I confefs, Ninephortu would perfwade us Niccplxir. lib. 
o f  its greater Antiquity, and that it was rather revived 12. cap. 28. 
than inilituted at that time -, fer he fpcaking o f  the 
bringing it into ufe at the DenanP e rfe ctio n  faith, «s«*i» i
i. e. the Church pusfuant o f  the ancien t.Ecdeliaíbical Canons conftitntcd 
a Penitentiary,^'c. And Pctavim is fo addi&cd to the R qks.k Hypothe­
cs, as very unreafonably to favour this Conceit ; but the T ru th  feems 
to be (as Valtfitu very ingenioufly acknowledges;) only this,- that here 
was a miftake o f  the import o f  the words o f  the Hiltorian, who faith 
only, that when the Church had chofcn their Penitentiary *«>»6?* ^gnrí^mt, 
they added him to the Canon, that; is, to  the number o f  thofe Lrt the M a — 
trieuU, or Roll o f  fuch as were .to-be maintain’ d iflfand by the Church, 
or as we would fay, they made him Canon o f  the Church ; not that he 
was conftituted in fuch an Office, p u rfu a n to f an ancienter Law  or C a­
non, as Nuepjjoi!^ carekfly  or iw.ilfally miftakes. Befides afterwards, 
when the Hiiloriai) obfervcs that the N ovatian s univcrfàlly withftood 
this Order- frotp tljebeginnihgof it, he calls it q. d  this*
new Inftitutjan, or Addition, c r  Supplement o f  the Ancient Rites o f  the 
Church fo that there is no reaion we fhould date this IniHtution higher 
than the^iftorian doih, namely4 after the Decian Perfecution.

But what ihquldbe the ground and reafons o f  creating this new Office, 
and Officer ia the, Church then, i f  it was not before? ' O f  this I give tw o 
accounts.. bsî:j .. . - r o c  o . ■{$,■

_ Fir ft, T h e  Church being very numerous, “and the Zeal and D evo ­
tion very great * and what by the compaffionate reception which the 
Church gave to Penitents, an d 'h er ardent Prayers for them , what by 
the earneft Harangues o f  Holy Men.tOTrrovc people to Repentance, abun ­
dance were inclined to con firís thcir.Sins/-ánd this Confeffion being till 
that time accuftomed to be opefy and publick in the face o f  the Congre­
gation, it muft needs happen (a lt  itho&.cil-dettiftances roniidered toge­
ther that a great many things would'be- brought upon the Stage, the

Pub - -
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Publication o f which would be attended with great inconveniences • for 
iome Sins are o f  that nature, that they fcarce can take Air without 
ipreadmg a Contagion, fome Confeffions would make fport for light 
and vain perlons, and befides abundance o f  other inconveniences (cafie 
to  be imagined by any one) the publication o f  fome Sins might exoofe 
the Pcmtents to the fevtnty o f  the Pagan Criminal Judge - upon thefe 
and fiich like confiderations, the Church thought fit therefore (as I have 
intimated beforejto appoint one wife and very grave perfon in her itead 
to receive the Confesilons ; who by his difcretion might fo difcriminate 
matters, that what things were fit for iilence, might have private me­
thods applied to them, but what were fit to be brought upon the Stare 
might be made publick examples of, or receive a publick remedy.

Secondly, But the Hiflorian leads us to a morefpecial reafon o f  this 
Inftitution at that time ; namely, that the rage o f  the D ecian Perfecu- 

S£':ie^y Ihook the Church, and abundance o f  her weaker members 
icil oft in the itorm, and, which was worft o f  all, the Church was diitra- 
cted about the reititution or final rejection o f  thofe that had fo mifcar- 
riedI j for though the beft and wifeit o f  the Church were fo merciful and 
conuderate o f  humane infirmity,as to be willing to receive thofe in again 
upon Repentance, over whom the Temptation o f  Fear had too much 
prevailed, yet the Novatians, a great and zealous part o f  Chriftianity 
looked upon fuch as defperate, who had once broken their Baptifmal 
Vow , and would rather feparate from the Church themfelves than fuf- 
fer fuch to be reitored to it. Here the Church was in a great lirait eirher 
ihe mull be very fevere to fome, or (he ihall feem very unkind to others 
Ihe mufl either let the weak perifii, or ihe muil offend them that counted 
themfelves ftrong. Now in this cafe ihe being both tenderly compafli- 
onate towards thofe that had fallen, and withal willing to fatisfie thoiè 
Novatian Diffenters, or at lcail to deliver her felf from Scandal takes 
this courfe, (he requires that thofe who had fallen, and defired to’ be re- 
ftored again to her Society, ihould ackrowledge their faults, and make 
all the Penitent fatisfadion that was poffible for them to perform that 
fo neither they may be too eafily tempted to do fo again by the gentle- 
nefsof the remedy, nor the Novatians reproach her Lenity, or take pet 
as if no difference was made between the found and the lapfed ; for thefc 
caufes, though the molt publick Penaisce was thought little enough to be 
undergone by the lapfed ; but yet oo theother fide.confidering wifciv the 
inconveniences o f  publick Penance iq fome cafes (as I fpecifidd before) 
ihe therefore took this middle courfe} namely, ihe appointed a pub!ick 
Confefior, who having firlt. heard privately the feveral cafes o f  the Peni­
tents, (hould bring into puhljtk, only fpch o f  them as without incurring

any



&>£ aurículac Confrfltoiti i f
àny o f  the aforefaid dangers )  might be made exemplary. And this ap­
pears t o  be the true reafon o f  this Inftitution, and the bottom o f  this 
affair, by this remarkable pailage in the Hiftorian ; T h a t  whereas the 
generality o f  the Orthodox clofed prefently with this wife temperament, 
the novatians only,thofe felf-conceited Non-conform iits.reje&ed® ^^*1 v 

this expedient as a new invention ; they were too humourfome to 
comply with fuch a temperament.

But here another queftion arifes,-vk. How far this new expedient was 
imbraced by the Orthodox Churches ; for i f  it was only received by 
that o f  Conftaritinople, the Authority would not be fa  great ; for it is im- 
poffible to imagine,that other Churches might allow every private Prieit 
to  confefs, and fo admit o f  no publick Penitentiary.

T o  which I anfw er,that by the Hiftory it feems plain enough, that 
this was not the peculiar manner o f  the Church o f  Confiantwople only, 
but the ufual method in that time o f  moil other Churches alfo ; but I 
muft needs fay, I do not find that the Church o f  Rome complied with 
them herein, though it was not much to her Honour to be fingular,where 
there was fo much prudence and piety to  have inclined her to uniformi­
ty. However this is gained, which is my point, that the Church o f  Rome 
is not countenanced in her practice o f  private and clancular Confeilions, 
by the general ufage o f  the Church, as they pretend.

3. 1 obferve concerning this Office o f  Penitentiary, that as it was 
eredted upon prudential confederations, fo it was upon the fame grounds 
abolilhed, by the fame authority o f  the Church which firft inititutcd it , 
and that after about tw o hundred years continuance in the time o f  N e- 
ftarius, as we have fcen ; and therein he was followed, faith Soz,omen by 
almoft all the Bifhops and Churches in the W o r ld  ; this therefore was 
far from being thought either a Divine or Apoftolical Conftitution : Pe~ 
tavius would here perfwade us, that it was only publick Confeffion, and 
not private, which was upon this occaflon fo generally laid afide, as we 
have feen, but this is done by him more out o f  tendernefs o f  Auricular 
Confeffion, than upon good reafon ; and Vale fins goes beyond him, and 
w ill needs perfwade us, that neither publick nor private Confeffion were 
put down in this juncture, but only that the lately ere&ed Officer o f  Pe­
nitentiary was caihiered but I muft crave leave to fay, there is no fuf- 
ficient reafon for either o f  thefe conjectures, bu“ on the contrary plain 
evidence againftthem -, for Socrates, who is the firft and principal rela­
ter o f  this whole ftory,faith he was perfonally acquainted with this Pref- 
bytcr Eude'mr, who gave the advice to  Ndtarins to make this change in 
the Difciplinc o f  the Church, and that he had the aforefaid relation o f  it 
from his own mouth, and expo ' ulated with him about it, giving his rca-

1 D  ’ fons



fbiis ro the contrary, and fuggeftcd his fufpicions that the ftate o f  Piety 
woulfo be much endamaged by this change, and in plain word? tell him, 
fta. be had now bereft men o f  affiitance in the conduit o f  their Con- 
jc 'fpces, and hindred the gréât benefit men have, or might have ope o f

. £rlr?tc advice ard correction. Now this fear o f  his had been 
ttvc-ab.urudt thing in the W o rld , i f  upon this co.unfçl and adviçe o f  his,

(? fficc ° f  p ubiick, c o n f e r  w  5çen ]aij

S a n d r e ta in e d  P ^  Çonfeffiona had, been ke.pt

(for appears) the Church o f  Rm c kept her old
- mpfirrms, ihe tcnacious o f  her own cuftoms, çfpeciajly o f  fuch as may 
advance hcr Intçreil and Authority, complies not with this Innovation or
r v ' f 1 ^ atl0n I£ ^ b e t t e r .  9r vvorfe) but her Prieits go on with their 
C o  h i fions, and turn all Religion almoit into Clancular Tranfadions,in 
dcfprght o f  the example o f  other Churehes. It may be ihe met-with op­
position fomehmes, but ihe was forced to diiTemble it till the heroick age 

r the Schoolmen,and then thofe luily Champions with their Fuftian-ilufF
A S f c  &  Wohatplr qwd W i, make good all her pretenfions.

‘ Am 2.n r. Year 1 2 1 S comes the fourth Later an Counc.il, and that
Í  t0 be ™ade bY every body ®ace a year at

i í r S •• ’  r na-lail; o f  aI1 comes the Co™ cil b f  and declares it to be
I p r f f ina  ltl? IO,n’ to Salvation’ and the confiant and uni-
verfalcuilom o f  the Chnitian Cnurch : And fo we have the Pedigree
Ql tne Rom:ft] Auricular Confesfion.

w ií Í ? '- 4 ;  I' “ m e1novV °  the third and M  StaSc o f  my undertaking, 
^ tí aJtfeCre£or Auriculai' Confeslion, as it is now pre- 

ci-ibed and pi adbfcd in and by the Church o f  Rome,, is not only unnecef-
'u y , and burdenfcm in it fclf, but alfo very mifchievous to Piety, and 

the great ends o f  Chriitian Religion.

(1/ S S  fo,n Cv.part °,f  rhi$charSe, i f  it be not evident enough alrea- 
iE v/,11 eafily be made out from the premifes, for they cannot deny 

Miat they n.ake tms kind o f  Confesfion neceiTary to Salvation, at leail as 
mfceiTary as Baptiiin it felf i3, (fuppofing a man hath finned after Bap- 
til.iO now i f  it be neither madefo by Divine Inilitution, nor acknow­
ledged to be fo by the confiant Opinion o f  the Church, what an horrible 
.rnvjoiitjop is here upon the confciences o f  men, when in the higheft 

v,0‘ lv‘ , ~ t-^t can be, they tcacll/or Doftrines the Commandments of 
and m2ive Salvation harder than God hath made it, and fufpend 

mens hope? upon other terms then he hath done? I f  it was prefcribed 
oy the prefent Church as a matter o f  Order and Difcipline only, or o f  
. on - ctív .,cc ano expediency, wcihould never boggle at it upon this ac­

count,

* *  . f i t  Auricu lar C ín fíttfo n r



áDE JíUcrtuíar Confcitah^
count, o r 'difpute the point with them -, or i f  it was only ‘declared nceif- 
fary pro h ic &  nunc, upon extraordinary emergency, by the pccdiai con­
dition o f  the Penitent, his weaknefs o f  judgment, the perplexity o f  Ms 
Confcience, his horrible guilt or extreme agonies, we would not diiFîV 
with them upon that neither -, but when it is made neceflary iw i/cv M lv , 
and declared the indifpenfible duty o f  all men whatsoever Who have flfr- 
ned after Baptifm (when God hath required r.o fuch thing but declares 
himfelf fatisfted with true contrition and hearty remorfe for what is 
paît, and fincere Reformation for the time to c o n e  ;) this 1 fay is an in­
tolerable-tyranny and nfurpation upon the confciences o f  men. And 
that is n o t  all neither^ for belides its burdenfomnefs in the general, it 
particularly aggravates and increafes a mans other burdens, for inilead 
o f  relieving perplexed Confciences, which is the true and principal ufe 
o f  Confcffions to Men, this p rieâ ly  Confeilion as it is preferibed by the 
Council, intangles and affiifts them m ore * for that injoyns that the Pe­
nitent lay open alt his fins; even the moft fecret, although but in rh ow iit  
pr defire only, fuch ás'againft the ninth or tenth Commandment, ( accor­
ding to their Divifion o f  the Decalogue,) flow this is many times difficult 
enough -, but that’ s not aliT he muft alio recount all the circumihnces o f  
thefe (ins, which mayincreafe or diminifh the guilt, efpecially fuch as 
alter the [paies and kind o f  fm : N o w  what fad work is here for a melan­
choly Man ? All thecircurflftances ate  innumerable, and how can he tell 
which are they that change the-fpecies o f  the a d ,  unlefs he be as great a 
Schoolman as his Confeflor. Befides all this, it  may be he is not very 
skilful in the diftindtion between venial and mortal fins, and i f  he ôîrfit 
one mortal fin, he is undone ; therefore it is necefiary for him (by confe- 
quence) to confefs all venial fins too, and then where ihall the poor Man 
begin, or when ihall he make an end ? Such a Carmficina fuch a rack and 
torture, in a word, fuch an holy Inquifition is this bufinefs o f  Auricular 
Confefilon become. And that Eminent Djvine o f  Strasburgh ( o f  whom 
Beat us Rhenanus fpeaks) feems very well to have underftood both himfelf, 
and this matter who pronounces that Scotns and Thomas had with their 
tricks and fubtilties, fo perplexed tŸiis plain bufinefs o f  Confeffiqn, that 
now it was become plainly âmpôffifele. Artd fo much for that. ‘

But as for the fécond part o f  this Impeachment, viz.. T h a t  the Auri­
cular Confeilion now uftd in the Church o f  Rome,is mifchievous to  Piety; 
T h is  remains yet to  be detnonftra:ed,and we will do it the rather in this 
place,becaufe it will be an abundant Coifintfatiori o f  ail that which hath 
been difcourfed under the two former H«atis- •, and might indeed have 
foved the labour o f  them, but that we were nnwilling to  leave any prr- 
tcnce o f  theirs undifqtfled j for it this ptefdlice of theirs appear 10 be

D  2 îr.ifchie-



r h í h! n T 1S f K Pie-y ’a -it: wi.ULnever by any fober man be thought ei­
ther to have been íníhtuteo by our Saviour, or to have been the fenfe
and ufage o f  the Catholick Church, whatever they pretend on its be-

b y S Ï t e e  A r i k t e  f o l î S w L T " 3” '  Far'  ° f  my Ch” Se * “ k£ 500d 
Fir ft, This Method o f  theirs is dangerous to Piety, as it is very ant 

to cheat people into an Opinion that they are in a better condition than
anf! i n ?  are’? r,may ^ in towards God,as that their fins are pardoned, 
and difcharged by him, when there is no fuch matter. T he Church 
men o f  Rome complain o f  the D odrine o f  fome reformed Divines touch­
ing aiTurance o f  Salvation, that it fills men with too great confidence 
and renders them carelefs and prefumptuous -, but whatfoever there is 
in that, it is not my bufinefs now to difpute it, however methinks it 
will not very well become a Romanifi to aggravate it, till he have ac­
quitted himfelf in the point before us; for by this AlTurance Office o f  
theirs they c o m p l y  too much with the felf-flattery o f  Mens own Heart* 
they render Men fecure, before they are fafe, and furniih them with a  
confidence like that ©f the W hore Solomon fpeaks of, who wipes her Month 
and Jait h, I  have done no evil. For Men return from the ConfeiTors Chair 
(as they are made to believe) as pure as from the Font, and as innocent 
as fiom their Mothers W om b ; as i f  God was concluded by the a d  o f

ieded^nok ?  1 he farisfied with an humbJe pofiure, a de-
fo too 3 lamentable murmur, God Almighty would be put off

A h] nimiam faciles qui triftia criming & c.

Jtb ? cheating Priefls, who made fond Men believe 
That God Almighty pardons all you jhrieve♦

Perhaps they will fay, This is the fault and folly o f  the Men not o f
the Inftitunon o f  the Church: But why do they not teach them better 

. Nay, why do they countenance and incourage them in fo dangc-
r' rr r- 10lls mi^a êSi" F °r whether elfe tend thofe words in rhe 
* f .  H - C „ , .  Decrec o f  the Council o f  W

that by this way o f  Confeffion, & c. Men are re- 

J 'M  C m  c ? nc‘^ t0 Ie D,yr  Maiefty himfelf ; ° r tholê other
P’ 5‘ c L ïi \  f V j  r , ',ilJis faid “  be thc ^  ° f- ii i ,, and tn hts ftead  ̂ a Judge orPrefidenr- nr rfnp

«ally whai other meaning can thofe words have, where it is hud, th a ï
th#

JD f Auricu lar confection?



this Rile ù  as nccejfary as Baptifm, for as in that all fins
are remitted which were commuted in former time, fo in Ibid. Cap. 2.
this all fins committed after Baptifm are likgvife remitted?

N ow , I fay, what is the natural tendency o f  all this, but to make 
people believe that their Salvation or Damnation is in the power o f  the 
Pricft, that he is a little G od Almighty, and his Diicharge would cer­
tainly pafs currant in the Court o f  Heaven. But there is Sophiitry and 
juggle in all this, as I thus make appear ; fo r ,,

1 . T h e  Prieit cannot pardon whom he w ill, let him be called Judex 
and Trifes never fo -, for i f  his Sentence be not according to L aw , it w ill 
be declared Null at die Great D ay  j  only, it may be good and valid in 
the mean time inforo Écclefm \ and here lies the Cheat.

2. N or are all fins retained or unforgiven wittf God,that are not par­
doned by the P r ie i t } it is true in publick Scandals, till the Sinner fub~ 
mit to the Church, G od will not forgive him -, For vrhat that binds cn 
Earth is in ibis fin/e bound in H e a v e n but w hatjiath the Church to do 
to  retain, or to bind the Sinner in the cafc o f  fecret Sins, where it can 
charge no Guilt on him ?

3. N or is it properly the a d  o f  the Prieit which pardons, b u t  the 
T enor o f  the L a w , and the difpofition o f  mind in the Penitent a g r e e a b l e  

thereunto, qualifying him for Pardon, to  which the Pardon is to be im­
puted : As it is not the Herald which pardons, but the Prince who b y  

his Proclamation beitows. that Grace upon thofe who are fo and fo qua­
lified.

4. N o r, laftly, Can the Prieit be faid to pardon fo properly by thoie 
Majeitick words, abfolvo te, as by his whole M iniitry, in initru&ing 
people in the Term s o f  the N ew  Covenant, and making application o f  
that to them by the Sacraments j this he hath Commiilion to do, but 
thofc big words I cannot find that he hath any where Authority to pro­
nounce, and therefore (as I think I obferved before) th e  ancient Church 
had no form o f  Abfolution, but only receiving Penitents to the Commu­
nion : And the Gm;^Church had fo much M odeity as to abfolve in the 
third Perfon, not in the firit, to Ihew that their Pardon was Miniiterial 
and Declarative only.

All thefe things notwithftanding the people are let to  go aw ay with 
fuch an Opinion as aforefaid (becaufc it is for the Grandeur and Intcreit 
o f  the Prieithood, that they ihould becheatedi) but theft mifappreher- 
fions would vanifh, i f  their Teachers would be fo juit as to diitinguilh 
between Gods Abfolution, and the Abfolution o f  the Church ; the firil 
o f  which extends to the moit fecret Sins, the latter to  open Scandals 
• n l y } the one delivers from all real Guilt, ths other from external

Ccnfurs
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w X ° f í í  f , ° / ch^ latter^ c 'Prieft m&y (‘by the leave o f  the Church) 
hav e the full Difpenfation, fo that he i s ’really pardoned with her that

Saíhr T  ï? Pneíf ’  (b' l  T° f  the formdr hè dîfpepfes but conditio- 
ally. 1 o confina ad which I will here add only two Tcitimonips nf 

the Judgment o f  the ancKnt Church. ' 7 cltinT° ™ s  o f

1  he firft is o f  FirmUi»áu iBiihop o f  Cafaria in hisEbiitle to St r'vnri

R l  S S r  Bftí - 0t St; < * * * > - h e r e f S n g c f f h o ^  ngEv-clefiailical Councils every Year, fae-gww thefe Reafons for it • V t  ft 
^agravwrafum  c o m n U m M k  dmgamtr, latfu^uoquifratrib*,’  &  poil

temine-rtù- per pœnitemiam m dda q tu ra tJ j  
qttaf a nobis rtmffiontm peccatorum tinfequantur., -fid m per nos ad Intel, 

hgemiam debitor um fm um  iskveriaHtUr, ■ &  Domino plenim fatisfacere cc-
^ >Ur ’ y (faith he) that by joint advice, and common conféra we may

c l Z  r  *” T ?/r  W migbty concern our refpedive
fe tc h e s ,  partly that-we may gwe relief, b id  àpfly « remedy, to ’ thoL who
y lbeTmptation c f  the DeVil have faUerrpno fin after .Eaptifm ■ not th*t 

je -can give them lardon o f thetiSin^-but "that 'by- W  'Mmflry. ''they way %  
brought to a knowledge o f their Sins, . and deeded in tp * nrft'courtftovbtati 
Tîî nri r  Pardùn at the Hands of God. The other is o f  Theodor us
zutp'ud b "J  Arch-Biihop o f  Camerbttrj? whofe. W ords are;thefe : Cop.
Rhen .hiPrcef. M 1 0 J d t^  f t  pitrgai pçccata : Eayero qui Sacerdofi 
*d Tertuil ne f t t  docet qualtter purgéntirr.1- Confeffioa to God properly db~ 
Pctvit. tarn the Pardon ■»/ Sin ; Vutr by Confeffiort W M eii, m  are

_ only put into the right rpay to obtain Pardon. Thus thev*. '
r n l- r,0,w lJ} r'!c Church o f  Rome the cafe is otherwife: there the Prieit 
iuftainsdie Perfon o f  our Lord Jefus Chrift bimfelf.and'is.ûotTo much his 
Ddega^e as his Plenipotentiary, and his Pardon is as full St good as i f  the 
judge o f  the W orld  Rad prohounced.it pro Tnbimati ; f0 that i f  the moil 
. ev. and habitual Sinner have but the good fortune to go out o f  the 
.W orld under the Bleffingof his Ghoftly Father, that is to fay, cither 
Death came fo foon after his laft Abfolution, or the Prieit came fo op­
portunely after his lait Sin, that he hath not begun a new fcore, he 
lure to go to Heaven without more ado. This I reprefent as the firll mif-

But thïS„ S f L Doftnnc’ and Prafti“ of A"ricular Confcffi0"-
Secondly, It corrupts and debauches the Very Doftrine and N a t ’ire

o f  Repentance whith t;he whale Gofpel lays fo much M i s  upon S
ing Attrition (wlntíhis but a flight for row for fin, o r a  d i & é p f  it-m 
Contcmnliuon o f  rhe W m l ,  ---- /  i  111



♦2&? â t tc f t i f îa r  (Cû'nfcflïon. h>ri • * , * :r- ■> ■ rj-j -]q  m I o
they many o f  them are not aihamed to.'teaoh, and dieir p rád icc  o f  Ab- 
foluîkm firppofes and requires'l't: ' TW p^duits íu  particular, who. have 
àlirjQff ingraft to them relvtvihè ^nóic Monopoly of.Cbafciuons avow 
this as their ‘Princi^e;^r É % th ^ 5á ^ , ' t / ( '  lur\ smâ-iturez. declare their 
judgém'ent.:!tíiá't the 'í,/iiflt;otM ltító abfolve à Man upon ‘his fa y in g , 
that he detifts his Sin, althoúWi aVthe 'ftfria ïvù e  tliê Confcliar doth noc
t i j i :  . __*. i___4.  L.-v J » n r  / a  A ' - v t / T t/n t »? f ô i I n  7t  t Lm- ha thüYC Cfttlbeíievc that he does fo. A n á O a n f^ ^ l\ } r Jf^ivs. be not-trj:^ 
be ho Hfe-ofC<rr^orirárkó#gfi'i b e p x k n j ^ w .  tfjjNj»..'

Thefç things (ft*s vaic)'arc ïîiiliked'bÿ fóipeotHeís o f  the fom am ft's,and  
fhe Citrees o f  France are' to  f i fe  eft' as. 19 cry ffiame o f  it before all the 
W o r ld  ; for, fay they, Attrition is but the work o f  N ature, and i f  that 
alone will ferve for Pardon, then a Man may be pardoned without Gracc. 
B u t  therefore, fay the others, tho'Sacxanicat o f  Pçnance doth it alone, 
and this is for the Honour o f  the Sacram.e#t!,\grçatly fo r  tivp Honour o f  it 
( f a y f )  that it is o f  greater Pow ef thao. cur L o rd  jefiis C l^ ift, and his 
Gofpel, which cannot help a wicked Man to Heaven, whiilijræ co.'.t'riMvs 
fo, but this Sacrament it fecnis can. N o r  can they éxcûfc-tlns matter 

"  ' o-"’— —  h u i’tBepflfiv3te.Oj>inioiisof foffle
L " ’tÍe.'dctcrjBÍná- 

. ^àç'ppünçilde^"^'fonc.Tr-iáir.t. 
Itvçrs. it fe lf  warily arid cifrininglÿ in t'hïs point '(aà,lt ûfe* S iff. 14. C.4. 
to  do in fuch cafes) yet thefe. are their tfot'ds, l lU  iiexa cm - 
tritio imperfecta qtu attritio dicitur^ yuœmvis ‘fine Sfxramÿûo fanitentU per 
Je ad jujtifxatiowm perdijcere ‘pfccatorejp oiwt ad D ei Grattant
in Sacramento Poemtefitit im pdrand^m di/p^u^Q..^\h icji isas much as to 
fay, though Attrition pr a. fu^ erfici^ ibrrow  for Ça, bafelÿ, .alone, and 
without confeffion to á Priefí, will not juftjfy a man before G od , yet A t­
trition and Conféílion together w ill do it,, for t;hjén they are as good as 
true Repentancp. And in thisfenfe fiftlckior C m u  long  knee thought he 
untîerftcod rheGouncil wclipnough.

T h ird ly , Th is  buiinefs o f  Auricular ConfemQH, as it  is,pradifed in the _ 
Church o f  Romejs fo far from being a tpeans to prevent and reitrain fin, 
as it highly pretends to be '(and I am fure as it  ought to be, i f  ic bq good 
fo r  arry thing) that contrariwife it is either loft labour, and a nicer C e­
remony, or it greatly inçourages and imboldens, and hardens men íbj in, 
both by the’feerecy, the multitudes, and the frequency o f  th.cfl- Confrf- 
fions, by the curfory, hypocritical and evalivqw ays o f  confeiiing, by the 
ilight Penances impofed, and the cheapnefs, èafinefs, and even proltitu- 
t io n o f  Abfolutions.

It were eafy to be copious in inftances o f  all .thefe kinds, but it is an 
uncomfortable fubjeû, and I haften to a concfufion ; therefore 1 will only 
touch upon them briefly. 1 For



i • For the privacy o f  thefe Confefîions. In the ancient Churrh c i  
have noted before) the fcandalous finner was brought upon the Stase he

™ a„rAt-flmb,y of sr™ and h0‘y “ ■>. V  K w v Z  tiE
giound, which he watered with his Tears, he crept on his kne« or,a • 
Plored the pitty and prayers o f  all prefènt, S w h o fî

r r  j m̂ . ^ couI<l loo^ u.P) hefaw abhorrence o f  his fa il ,  indignation 
at Gods diihonour conjoined with compasfion to his foul, and joy for hh
m j? ance > hls Confesiion was full o f  remorfe' and eonfufion • the re 
medy was as iharp and difguftful to flefh and blood as the Difeafe had 

een pleafant, and the pain o f  this Expiation was able to imbitter the 
fwcet o f  Sin to him ever after. O r i f  the Confesfion was not made be! 

ore the whole Church, but to the Penitentiary only, yet he was a grave 
and holy perfon, chofen by the Church, and reprefenting it, a perfon re-

™ t.hat j lu,rc|?’ and ab ê t0 take notice of, and mind the future 
co n v en tio n  o f  thofe that addreiTed themfelves to him ; a perfon o f  Sat
fandity and reverence, that he could not choofe but deteil and abhor all
bafe and vile aftions that fhould come to his knowledge : Now it mult
needs be a terrible cut to a Sinner to have all his lewdnlfs laid open b7 -
tore fuch an one, and then to be juftly and fharply rebuked bv him to
have his fins aggravated, and to be made to fee his own ugly fhape in a

î S f / r r  f  v a 7 ’ í endes t0 be enj'oined the Performace o f  a ft r id
Penance o f  Faffing and Prayer, and after all ( i f  this do not do) to
have the Church made acquainted with the whole matter (as in the 
cafe o f  the Deacon aforefaid. This courfe was likely t o w k f o m e Ss  tîæsfwas p4ft’and »

But what is the way o f  the Church o f  Zom  like to this ? W here a man 
may confefs to any Prieft, to him that knows him not, and fo cannot ob

Î X Ï h e  ^  f  r and Carmgf  ’ nay’ PerhaPs that knows not how to  
value the guilt o f  fin, or to judge which be venial, and which mortal
Sins or efpecially what circumftances do alter the fpecies o f  it and it

rh ?rn ! î ° ° ’ fCrmayu Î  30 ° ne that makes no Gonfcience himfelf o f  
r u n  t0 ’  when a11 is tranfaded between me and
fuch a Prieft in a corner, and that under the inviolable Seal o f  Confesfion
what great ihame can this pnt me to? W hatrcmorfe is it likely to work

r a B e  m e  f r q m  z °'m i  “  

do no harm, it is not likely to do any good; far who is concern’d much 
■in the doing that which he fees all the world do as well as himiclf; if only

30  SDt aucícuíac Confeffiotu
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notorious Sinners were brought toConfcsíion ( as it was in the Primitive 
Church) then it might probably and reafonably provoke a bluih i 
caufe a remorfe in him to  whom fuch a remedy was nrefcrihrd- K n r ? 
he fees the whole Parilh, and the Prieft too brought to ir and iner 1? ? 
nerally complying with it, a<S they approach to  the l o r d ’ s T able • 
great wonders can this work ? what ihamocan it inflift un0n »„* m , 
what efteft can be expeded from it, but that it ordinarily makes m™ 
fecure and carelefs, and grow as familiar with fin, as with the remM 
or at leait think as well o f  themfelves as. o f  other men,fince it fee ™  rh J ’
have as much need oi Confefllon and Abiolution as himfelf ? ^

3. T o  which the frequency and often repetitions o f  thefe kind r  
Confeffions adds very much j it is very likely that modefty mav L i  
much upon a man the firft or fécond time he goes to Confeffion and il  
may fomething difcompofe his countenance when he lays open all hk r  
crct mifcarriages, to a perfon efpechlly for whom he hath a R e v e re n d  
(for we fee every thing, even fin it fe lf  is modeft in its beginnings-') and 
no doubt it is fame reftraint o f  lin whillt a man is fenfible that hè muft 
undergo a great deal o f  pain and ihame in vomiting ud afrain hie r  
m orfeh which he cats in fecret : But by that time h i  &  
this a while, it grows ealy and habitual to him, and'cuitom hath 
the very puniihment pleafant as well as the fin ; efpecially, i f  we add

4 - The formal, curfory, hypocritical, and illufive w a y s o f  Con f ^ L  „ 
in frequent ufe amongft them ; as that a man may choofe his own P r i lS  
andthen to be fure the greateft Sinner w ill have a Confe/Tor rivhr f  Z 
lus turn, that ihall not be too fevere and fcrupulous with him ri t-01 
man may confefs in trunfitu, in a hurry or huddle, and then there can h î 
no remark rmde upon his perfon nor his fins ; that a man ma7 .m t  
part o f  his Confeflion to one Pricil. and refer ve the other narr fnr ° n£ 
ther, fo that neither o f  them Ihall be able to make any t h i n l o f  k  - r h t  
he may have one Confelfor for his mortal fins,and a r o i ie r  f o f h k  w i  
fo that one ihall fave him, i f  the other damn’ him • nay for fk U ni >’  
forgetful Sinner may have another man to confefs for him or a t f i Æ  
may confefs, that lie hath not confeifcds Thefe and abundance I S  l  
lllufive methods are in daily ufe amongil them, and not only r i k m  n f  
t i i c  l i c e n t i o u s  a n d  u n c o n i c i o n a b ! e  p e o p l e ,  b u t  a l l o w e d  b v  f \  L  

o f  their great Cnfuilb : now l e t a ' y
way to re ijram  lin, or to encourage it  ; whether tb e ^ i S S  
medy (it  th is b e o ie )  inuit not ofncceflity: make the Diièàn. p, ni!~!-T 
ry formidable ? n a word ? whether this be not a
i ig ion, and w hich is w o r f i ,  a  teaching  men to  be f c o í - A r V  -sto
makç ajnoil^ o f J?n, 0 JVjL -nar^y, as to

S iüncu lar ConfíflTonr 3 r

E



able to adjufta pcnance , 0 k l  n o T w t e S ^ C ^ M d L ^

P ' a  KCr  ̂ ^  ircU ances> i f  the P ra n ce  proportioned to it bv the 
Pi left, be to fay two or three Parer Nofters, or X X r S w  I V m

knprit 0 ^-VKa llttIcM ° n®y *n Aims to the Poor, or fome pious ufe to 
kneel on his bare knees before fuch a Shrine to kift furK on ?  ’
« .  Pilgrimage a few ndles to f u c h S S T J f t  H a ,?
Shirt, or it may be to fail with Fiih, and W ine, and Sivcc m S í  S 'r '

v ë ‘ » S  í f V l  S"  Which is thus raawkd “ << irigmatized look

S S o S  already ? “  “  “  “ > ^  ^  » < »  *  ^

’ .k utthey wi^l td l  us, thefe Penances are not intended to c o rre f

work in the Pcnitept a difpoBtton fo fp ard on  by g M „ g  h i  b « h  » °  
portunities and diredion to cxprefs the fineerity o f  his Repentance ■ aid  
this was the ufe o f  Penance in the Primitive Church, together with the

doth fbe Churchao f  i  f ' ° T  ^  r°CÍety f d for that other end howuuin cne unurcn or Roine know fo certainlv that rherp íc o A*Ut +

k T t r u UenÍGf3 ent rCmaif ^  after the im is Pardoned before God - it  is true, God may pardon ib far onlv as he nleaie* hp motr iszs&ÿ&fcss:
C n ? f  WK Wh?n as,yet IC dld not aPPear that ali fcorcs were quitted víith 

vent i tV y  F ^ a T é ^ í a ' r  ^  i f  thc? did ■* P « -££&*&&& asM
much to the encouraging o fv ic e .a n d  carelefnefs in Religion a s a n v o f
ih ! f  r T ?  i jTor w hac eift can be the natural effedt and lonfequence o f  

at ruled cafe among their Cafuifts (as I fhew’d before) that the Pried: 
s bound to abfolve him that confeiTes, and faith, he is'fo rryfo r  his fin

~he S  I f  p0't n hlS heait bdlCve that he is not contrite, but that either 
he Pard0n 15 c-Very Cheat’ 0r dfc tha£ Pai^on is due o f  c o u S  to

~ „v. o ImPcni.tent Sinner, and there is no more to do but Confcfs and be
- ^  oi what is the meaning o f  their common praííice to abfolve men
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upon their D eathbeds, whether they bc contrite, or attrite, or neither, 
at leait w h e n  they can give no Evidence o f  either ? I f  they intenaed t h i s  

o niy for abfolution from the Cenfures o f  the Church it might be called 
Charity a n d  look fomething like the practice o f  the primitive Church , 
which rêleafed thofe upon their Death-beds , whom it would not d é ­
charge all their lives before, thonot then neither without figns ot A ttri­
t i o n  and contrition too^but thefe pretend to quite another thing;nameiy 
to releafe men in foro confeientu ,  and to give them a Pafs-port to Hea­
ven without Repentance, which is a very itrangc thing, to  fay no worfe 
o f  it. O r  to inftance one thing more, what is the meaning o f  their pra­
c t i c e  o f  g i v i n g  Abfolution before the Penance is performed (a s is u fu a l  
with them )  unlefs this be it, that whether the Man make any Conscience 
at all how he lives hereafter, yet he is pardoned as much as the Prielt can 
do it for him, and is not this a likely way o f  reformation. _

I conclude therefore now upon the whole matter that Auricular Con- 
fcffion, as it is ufed in. the Church Gf Rome, is only an Artifice o f  greaten- 
ing the Prieft, and pleafing the people; a trick o f  gratifying the unde- 
vout and impious as well as the Devout and Religious -, the latter it îm- 
pofes upon by its outward appearance o f  Humility and Piety  ̂ to the 
former it ferves for a palliative Cure o f  the Gripes o f  Confcience which 
they are now and then troubled with ; in reality it tends to make fin 
cafy and tolerable by the cheapnefs o f  its Pardon, and in a w ord, it is 
nothing but the old Difcipline o f  the Church in Dull: and Aihes. And 
therefore though the Church o f  England in her L iturgy, pioufly wiihes 
for the Reftauration o f  the Ancient Difcipline o f  the Church, it .can be 
no defeót in her that ihe troubles not her fe lf with this Rubbiih.
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A  P O S T S C R I P T .

Fter I had finiihed the foregoing Papers, and moil part o f  them 
had alfo pail the Prefs, I happened to  have notice that there was
a Book juil then come over from France, written by a Divine o f  

the Sorbone, which with great appearance o f  Learning maintained the 
juil contrary to what I had ail'erted ( efpecially in the H iilorical part o f  
this Qneition) and pretended to prove from the moil Ancient Monu­
ments o f  the holy Scriptures, Fathers, Popes, and Councils, that Auricu­
lar Confeffion had been the confiant D o d rin e , and univerfal and uninter­
rupted ufage o f  the Chriilian Church for near 1300 years from the times 
o f  our Saviour to the Later an Council.

So foon as I heard this, I heartily wiihed, that either the faid Book 
had come out a little fooner, or at leail that my Papers had been yet in 
my hands, to the intent that it might have been in my power to have 
correded what might be amifs, or fupplied what was defedive in that 
ihort Difcourfe, or indeed i f  occafion were, to have wholly fuppreit it.

F o ras  foon as I entred upon the faid Book, and found from no lefs a 
man than the Author himfelf, that he had diligently read over all that 
had been written on both fides o f  this controverfy, and that this work o f  
his was the p ro d u d  o f  eighteen years itudy, and that in the prime o f  his 
years, and moil flouriihing time o f  his parts, that it was publifhed upon 
the matureil deliberation on his part, and with the greateil applaufe and 
approbation o f  the Faculty, I thought I had reafon to fu fp ed , whether a 
fmall T r a d ,  written in haile by a man o f  no Nam e, and full enough o f  
other Buiinefs, could be fit to be feen on the fame day with fo elaborate 
a work. (

But by that time I had read a little further, I took heart, and permit­
ted the Prefs to go on j and now, that I have gone over the whole, I do 
here profefs fincerely, that in all that learned Difcourfe, I fcarcely found 
any thing which I had not forefeen, and as I think in fome meafure pre­
vented. But certain I am, nothing occurred that ilaggered my judg­
ment, or which did not rather confirm me in what I had written -, for 
though I met with abundance o f  Citations, and a great deal o f  wit and 
dexterity in the management o f  them, yet I found none o f  them come
home to the point } for whereas they fometimes recommend and prefs 
Confeffion o f  Sin in general fometimes to the Church, fometinies to the

Prieft



Prieft oi Bi/hop as well as to God Almighty: Again, fometimes they 
ipeak great things o f  the Dignity o f  the Priefthood, and the great Ho­
nour that Order hath in being wonderfully ufeful to the relief b f  guilty 
o r .  , coniciences, other while they treat o f  the power o f  the Keys 
and the authority o f  the Church, the danger o f  her Cenfures, the com- 
ro rto t  her Abfolutjon, and the feverity o f  her Difcipline, but all 
tnele things are acknowledged by us without l a b o r i o u s  proof, as well as 
by'our Adverfaries : That which we demand, and expert therefore, is 
where fliall we find in any o f  the Ancient Fathers, Auricular Confeffion 
laid to be a Sacrament, -or any part o f  one ? O r where is the univerfal 
neceility or it aflerted ? O r that fecret fins committed after Baptifm are 
Dy no Other means, or upon no other terms pardoned with God, then 
upon their being confefted to men ? In thefe things lies the hinge o f  our 
lJilpute, and o f  thefe particulars one ought in reafon to expert the molt 
cirect and plain proof imaginable, i f  the matter was o f  fuch confequence 
or lucn univerfal prarticcand notoriety as they pretend -, but nothing 
01 all this appears in this W riter  more than in thofe that have-gone be­
fore him In contemplation o f  which I now adventure this little Trart 
into the W orld  with fomewhat more o f  confidence then I ihouldhave 
done, had it not been for this occafion.

But left I fhould feem to be too partial in the Cafe, or to give too
lljgnt an account o f  this Learned man’ s performance, the Reader who
pleaies ihal l be judge by a Specimen or two,which I will here briefly re- 
preient to him. 1

The former o f  them ihall be the very firft argument or teftimony he
produces for his Affertion, which I the rather make my choice to give
instance in, becaufe no man can be faid ingenuoufly to feek for faults, to
pick and choofe for matter o f  exception, that takes the firft thins that 
comes to hand. 5

T he buiinefs is this, Chap. 2. Page 1 1 . o f  his book he cites the Coun­
cil o f  Ilhberu (  with a great deal o f  circumftance ) as the firft witnefs 
tor his caufe, and the teftimony is taken from the Seventy fixth Cannon, 
the words are th& t S t j u u  duconum, fine. i. e. I f  any man iball fuffer 

.himlelf to be ordained Deacon, and (fell afterwards be convitted' to 
have formerly committed fome Mortal* or Capital Crime; ) i f  the faid 
Ciime come to light by his own voluntary confeifion, he ihall for the 
ipace o f  three years be debarred the holy Communion, but in cafe his fin
h i  1  i? r* F  c made known to the Church by fo rte other hand, then 
he ihall fuJür five years fufpention, and after that be admitted only to 
■JLay; Communion. * t ,r • >

Now who. would have ever thought this pailage fit to be made choice
* r  r, " o f
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o f  as t h e  firfl proof o f  Auricular ConfeiTion,or who can imagine itfh'ould 
b e  any p r o o f  at all, much lefs a clear or direft one?

Oli but here is Confeifion! it may happen fo i f  the party plcafe, but it 
is noE enjoyned, but voluntary, and that not Auricular neither, but unto 
the Church, at leaft for ought appears.

And it is confeilion o f  a fecretlin too! T ru e  it was fo, till it was either 
confeiled or betrayed.

And here is Penance impofed for a fecret (In : T ru e  when it was be­
come publick.

And here is a different degree o f  Penance impofed upon him that inge- 
nro illy confefTes, from him that flays till he is accufed, and hath his iin 
proved upon him: And good R eafon,for the one gave tokens o f  Repen­
tance, and the other none. But then here i s ----- W h at?  no Sacrament o f
Penance, no declared abfolute nccefTity o f  Confeillon to men in order to 
pardon with God, but only aneceffity that when the fa it  is become noto­
rious, whether by the Confeifion o f  the party, or otherwife , that the 
Church ufe her endeavours to bring th ’  Sinner to Repentance, and free 
her ic lf  from Scandal by making a différa ice betw ixt the Good and the 
Bad, the more hopeful, and the lefs.

I f  this be a clear and proper Argument for the neccffity o f  Auricular 
Confeifion: God help poor Proteftaxt-s that- cannot difcern it; but oh the 
w it  o f  man, and the pow er o f  Learning and Logick ! W h a t may not fuch 
Men prove i f  they have a mind to it ?

T h e  other paflage I inftance in, is in his tenth Chapter,- Page 1 56 viz.. 
the Critical and Famous bufinefs o f  the Ne&arUn Reformation at Con­

stantinople, o f  which I have fpoken fo newhat largely in the foregoing Pa­
pers. N o w  for this : T h is  Learned Gentleman after he hath acckrow - 
lcdged very frankly that publick confeffion o f  fins was the ancient ufe o f  
o f  the Ghurch in the times o f  St. Ire?;cuts, Vcrtulll-in, Cyprian, and Qrigetr., 
that is, for the fpace o f  about three hundred years, and that inflead o f  
that ancient ufage (  upon occafion o f  the Dccian Perfecurion )  a publick 
Penitentiary was appointed at Confiantinople, and molt other O rthodox 
Churches, and in fhort, after he had with more ingenuity then fome o- 
thers o f  his party, owned the undoubted T ru th  o f  the Relations o f  So­
crates and Soz.o?nen touching this Affair, and made fome Obfervations 
thereupon not much to the advantage o f  hiscaufe, he at length delivers 
that which would be very much to his purpofe, i f  it could be credible \ 
namely; that upon the whole matter Nettarius in abolifhing the Peniten­
tiary, neither abolifhed publick nor private Confcffions, but inftead o f  
obliging men to go to  the Penitentiary left every man bound to refort to 
his vefpe&ive Diocefan, and confefs his fins to him -, and fo Auricular

Confef-
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change every whit as n e c ta r y  as ic was before 
v uc (  f a y  I )  i t  i s  a s  n c c e f l a r y  n o w  as i t  was b e f o r e  f o r  It i 7

í ° lC be afcer- But i f  che intention o f  N iE i]. 
,  a . d  t h e  c f f e d  o f  t h a t  a l t e r a t i o n  w a s  o n l y  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  f h p  P p r r

and every man ftill obliged to confcfs to fome bod

man was lcft t0 his own ConfcIe^T, doth that
gnuy the Biihop? then we have found out a right Fanatick m n 

C/J;w? for they will all readily confefs to this Biihop and bcheve h i^ K
to hp0nrfS ?.clen,t as any Romtnift o f  them all doth : And yet it feems.

? a t 5 —  this Reformation thought o f
n i w r  f  £  [  but this, nor imagined men now bound to make anv

but this (which i f  it was not Auricular was very fecret} 
±or otherwife how comes it to pafs that he expoftulates the matter wfíh

f v t w C”h  ̂ I  thlS chanê e’ and bewail’d the danger o f  this lib-r 
ty  vvhich was hereby g.ven men, i f  they were as itriitly boundÍ  m

W  r f  x  Ci r EflihuP asrthey were before to the Penitentiary ■ there 
tore the Truth o f  the bufinefs feems evidently to be this that men
now at u t * *  t k their Confeifions o f  V o ^ S  Hy 7 s
they were no doubt before the Initiation o f  a Penitentiary A n H L
what hath this Learned Gentleman gotten by muttering up this ftorv™

t o f e ^ Vert ° nCluC0n mU;lbe hdd ’ ' l2t the PremfíTcs look to

1 could find in my heart (now my hand is in) to proceed further pnrl 
to obferve what pittiful Ihifts he is put to in his thirteenth Chanter m 
evade^the Teihmonies brought by Monfieur Daiflè out o f  St. c L io / h m  
aeainil his Hypothecs. And the rather bccaufe (out o f  meer tedionfnef- 
ot writing) 1 in the foregoing Papers omitted t o f p « ^ t h ? Z t  «

TR r r f  * , S wh‘ch that Excellent Author hath upon this fubied 
But the Authorities are fo plain and unanfwerable, and the Evafions o f  
this Gentleman fo forced and palpable, that I think it needled to go 
about to vindicate the one, or confute the other ; for in fp ig h t o f  Art 
this fame thirteenth Chapter (w e fpeak o f )  will afford no Ie ffh a n  th i ' 
teen Arguments againft the neceflity o f  Auricular Confdfion ’

3 âDf au r icu la r CortfrfRojt.
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