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A

C O P Y

O F  H I S  M A J E S T Y ’S

Royal Charter, &c.
E O R G E  T H E  S E ­
C O N D  by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, and 
fo forth. T O  A L L  un­
to whom thefe Prefents ihall 
come greeting. W H E R E ­

AS icvcral of our Nobility and Gentry of our 
Kingdom ot Ireland, Members of the D U B ­
L IN  S O C I E T Y ,  in behalf of themfelves 
and the reft of the Members of the faid Society, 
have by their Petition to you, as our Lieutenant
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General, and General Governor of our faid Kin?- 
dom, let forth, that h a v in g  obferved vaft T ratts 
of Land and Bog in our faid Kingdom unculti­
vated, and a general Want of Skill and Induf- 
try in the Inhabitants to improve them, they 
formed themfelves into a voluntary Society by
the Name of the DUBLIN -SOCIET Y*, For
promoting Husbandry and other ufeful Arts in 
our Jaid Kingdom, and have at their own Ex-
PmrC(r ™aî e many Experiments, and publiihed 
uieful Obfervations and Inftru&ions, for raif- 
mg t  lax, draining Bogs, and improving un- 
pi ofitable Lands ; and diiiributed confiderable 
Sums of Money, in Præmiums, to the moil 
deferving, whereby a Spirit of Induftry and 
Emulation hath been raifed, and great Hopes 
conceived that much greater Effeéls might arife 
therefrom, tending farther to civilize the Na-
tlV(u .̂Ur, ^  Kingdom, and render them 
well affedlcd to us, and our Royal Family, and 
more able to contribute to the Increafe of the 

enue, and the Support of the Eftabliih- 
mcnt of our faid Kingdom. That divers of 
our good Subjects are willing to contribute 
large Sums of Money for the good Ends and 
1 urpolcs aforefaid : But the faid voluntary So­
ciety are not capable in Law of taking or re­
ceiving fuch Contributions, or of carryino- their 
good Intentions effectually into Execution, un- 

í cy ,bc incorporated by our Royal Char­
ter, for the Ends and Purpofes in the faid Pe- 
™ f . i^ t io n c d ,  with fuch Claufcs, Powers, 
Juriídiétions and Authorities, as are ufually

contained
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contained in Charters of the like Nature. 
A N D  W H E R E A S  you did by your Order, 
bearing Date the 12th Day of April, 1748, 
refer the faid Petition to our Attorney and So­
licitor General of that our Kingdom, to ex­
amine and confidcr the Allegations of the faid 
Petition, and report unto you, whether it would 
be advifable for us to grant the Charter there­
by defired, who by their Report, bearing Date 
the 22d Day of "January, 174g, are of Opi­
nion that the granting the Petitioners fuch a 
Charter as is defired, will be of great Benefit 
and Advantage to that our Kingdom ; W E 
T H E R E F O R E ,  being graciouily pleafed 
to encourage fo laudable an Undertaking, 
K N O W  YE, that We of our fpecial Grace, 
certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, by and 
with the Advice and Confent of our right 
trufty and right well beloved Couiin and Coun- 
fellor, W i l l i a m  Earl of H a r r i n g t o n ,  
our Lieutenant General and General Gover­
nor of our faid Kingdom of Ireland, and ac­
cording to the Tenor and Effcdt of our Let­
ters under our Privy Signet and Sign Manual, 
bearing Date at our Court of St. James's the 
20th Day of February, 1749-50» in the 23d 
Year of our Reign, and now enrolled in the 
Rolls of our High Court of Chancery in our 
faid Kingdom of Ireland, H A V E  willed, or­
dained, conftitutcd, and appointed, and by 
thefe Prefents for Us, our Heirs and Succcilors 
do will, ordain, confHtute, declare and grant, 
that our well beloved Subjects, our right truiry
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and right well beloved Coufrn and Counfellor 
W i l l i a m  Earl of H a r r i n g t o n ,  our 
Lord Lieutenant General and General Gover­
nor of that our Kingdom of Ireland, our right 
trufty and right intirely beloved Coufin and 
Counfellor William Duke of Devonjbire, our 
right irufty and right intirely beloved Coufin 
ana Counfellor, Lionel Cranjield Duke of Dor- 

fe ty our right trufty and right well beloved 
Couiin and Counfellor, ^Philip Dormer Earl 
o f Chejlerfield, our right trufty and right en­
tirely beloved Counfellor, Georgç Lord Arch- 
Biihop of Armagh, Primate of all Ireland, 
our right trufty and well beloved Counfellor, 
Robert Lord Newport, Chancellor o f our faid 
Kingdom, our right trufty and right intirely 
beloved Counfellor, Charles Lord Arch-Bi- 
lhop o f Dublin, Primate of Ireland, our right 
trufty and well beloved Coufin and Counfel, 
lor, James Earl of Kildare, our right trufty 
and well beloved Coufin and Counfellor, John 
Earl of Grandifon, our right trufty and well 
beloved Coufin and Counfellor, Wills Lord 
Vifcount Hillsborough, our right trufty and 
well beloved Coufin and Counfellor, Humphry 
Lord Vifcount Lanesborough, our right Revd. 
and well beloved Father in God, Robert Lord 
Biihop of Clogher, our right trufty and well 
beloved Counfellor, Charles Lord Tullajnore, 
our right trufty and well beloved, Richard 
Lord Momington, our right trufty and well 
beloved Counfellor, Henry Boyle, Efq; Chan­

cellor
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cellor of our Court o f Exchequer, our right 
trufty and well beloved Counfellor, Sir A r­
thur Gore, Bart, our trufty and well beloved 
Sir Thomas Taylor, Bart, our trufty and well 
beloved Hercules Langford Rowley, Efq; our 
trufty and well beloved, John M axwell, Efq; 
our trufty and well beloved, Thomas Butler, 
Efq; our trufty and well beloved, Thomas Ten- 
nifon, Efq; our trufty and well beloved, Robert 
Downes, Efq; our trufty and well beloved, Tho­
mas Trior, Efq; our trufty and well beloved, 
Arthur Jones Nevill, Efq; our trufty and well 
beloved, John Jutland, Efq; our trufty and 
well beloved, Thomas Waite, Efq; our trufty 
and well beloved, Alexander M ‘ Awley, Efq; 
our truity and well beloved, William Maple, 
Efq; our well beloved in Chrift, Samuel 
HutchinJ'on, Dean of Dromore, our well be­
loved in Chrift, Richard Tococke, Doétor o f 
Laws, Archdeacon of our City of Dublin, 
our well beloved in Chrift, John Kearney,  
Doétor in Divinity, our well beloved in Chrift, 
John Wynne, Doétor in Divinity, and fuch o- 
thers as iliall from Time to Time be eleiited 
ill the Manner herein after directed, to be 
one Body Politick and Corporate, in Deed 
and in Name, by the Name of the D U B L I N
S O C I E T Y ,  F O R  P R O M O T I N G  
H U S B A N D R Y  A N D  O T H E R  U S E ­
F U L  A R T S  I N  I R E L A N D ,  and by
the fame Name to have perpetual Succeilion, and 
to purchafc, have, take, receive, and enjoy to 
them and their Succeflors, Lands, Tenements,

A 4 Hereditaments*



C 8 I
Hereditaments of whatfoever Nature or Kind, 
not exceeding in the Whole the clear yearly 
Value of 1000/. and alfo all Manner of Goods 
and Chatties, of what Value ioever, and by 
the fame Name to fue and be fued, plead and 
be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwercd unto, 
in all Courts and Pleas whatfoever, of Us, our 
Heirs and Succeiïors, in all Suits, Plaints and 
Demands whatfoever ; and that they and their 
Succeifors may have a Common Seal, fuch as 
they ihall think proper, for the Ufe of the faid 
Corporation, and that it fhall and may be lawfiil 
for them and their Succeiïors to change, break, 
alter, or make new the faid Seal, from Time 
to Time as they ihall think fit.

A N D  our Will and Pleafure is, and we do 
ordain and grant, that the faid Corporation 
and their Succeiïors for ever, fhall have one Pre- 
lident, feven Vice-Prefidents, one Treaiurer, 
two Secretaries, and one Regifter, A N D  that 
our right trufty and right well beloved Coufrn 
and Counfellor, W i l l i a m  Earl of H a r ­
r i n g t o n ,  our Lieutenant General, and Ge­
neral Governor of our faid Kingdom of Ireland„ 
be the firft Prefident, and the moil: Reverend Fa­
ther in God, our right trufty and right intirely 
beloved Counfellor, George Lord Arch-Bi- 
ihop o f Armagh, our right trufty and right 
mtireiy beloved Couniellor, Charles Lord Arch- 
Bjihop of Dublin, our right trufty and right 
well beloved Couiins and Counfellors, James

Earl



Earl of Kildare, John Earl o f Grandifon, Hum­
phry Lord Vifcount Lanesborough, our right trufty 
and well beloved Counfellor, Sir Arthur Gore, 
Bart, and our trufty and well beloved, Sir Tho­
mas Taylor, Bart, to be the feven firft Vice- 
Prefidents, and Robert Do^unes, Efq; the firft 
Trcafurer, and John Wynne, D oito r in Divi­
nity, and Thomas Trior, Efq; to be the firft 
two Secretaries, and William Maple, Efq; 
the firft Regifter to the faid Society, each o f  
them to continue in their faid refpcilive Offices 
of Prcfidcnt, Vice-Prcfidents, Treafurcr, Secre­
taries and Rcgiftcr, from the Day of the Date 
of thefe Prefents, until the fécond Thurfday 
in November next enfuing, and until others 
be chofen in their refpeétive Rooms.

A N D  our Will and Pleafure is, that it 
ihall and may be lawful to and for the faid 
Prelident, Vice-Prcfidents, Trcafurer, Secre­
taries and Regifter, and the Reft of the 
Members of the laid Society alfo, above-nam­
ed, or as many of them as conveniently can, 
within forty Days next after the Date of this 
our Grant, to meet together at iuch Time and 
Place, as the faid Prefident or any one of the 
faid Vice-Prcfidents fhalj appoint by Summons, 
which the faid Prcfidcnt or any one of the faid 
Vice-Prcfidents, arc by thefe Prefcnts impow- 
crcd and required timely to iiTue for that Pur- 
pofe, to the faid Members, or fuch of them 
as live within our City, or Liberties of our 
City of Dublin, in our faid Kingdom, where
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they, or the major Part of them then prefent, 
may nominate, eleit and chufe new Members, 
fill up Vacancies in Offices (if any ihall hap* 
pen) chufe Clerks, and other inferior Officers 
and Servants, as ihall be thought neceiTary or 
uleful for the faid Corporation, to ferve in 
faid Offices until the fécond Thurfday in No­
vember following, unlefs they ihail fooner die, 
reiign, .or be removed.

A N D  our further Plealure is, that there be 
every Year three ftated general Meetings of the 
faid Corporation within the Liberties of the 
faid City of Dublin, (to wit) on the fécond 
Thurfday in November, the nrft TburJ'day in 
'March, and the firft Thurfday in June in every 
Year, and as many other general Meetings, and 
at fuch Times, as the faid S O C I E T Y ,  or 
any Five or more of them ihall appoint,

A N D  our Will and Pleafure is, that at the 
general Meeting of the faid Corporation the fé­
cond Thurfday in November in all Times com­
ing (or in cafe of any Emergency preventing 
their meeting at that Day, then at the next 
Meeting) feven at leaft being then prefent, 
whereof the Prefident, or one of the Vice-Pre- 
(idcnts to be always one, ihall be elected a 
Preiident, and Seven Viee-Preftdents, to conti­
nue in their refpcétive Offices for one Year, 
and u itil others be eleéted in their Room, un- 
Icfs fuch Preiident or VicerPrefidents ihall

fooner
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fooner die or refign his or their refpe&ivc Of­
fices.

A N D  our further Pleafure is, that it ihall 
be lawful for the faid Corporation, or any fcvcn 
of them, whereof the Prefident, or one of the 
Vice-Prcfidcnts, to be always one, to eleét on 
the fécond Thurfday in November in all future 
Times (or in cafe of any Emergency prevent­
ing the Meeting at that Day, then at the next 
Meeting) a Treafurer, two Secretaries, and a 
Regifter, and all fuch other Officers and Servants 
as they lhall think needful for the faid Corpora­
tion; and thePerfons fo chofen ihall continue in 
their refpeilive Offices until the fécond Thurfday 
in November in the Year following, and until 
others ihall be chofen in their Rooms, unlefs 
fuch Perlons fo chofen, or any of them, fhall 
fooner die, be removed from, or rcfign their 
refpeitive Offices,

A N D  our further Will is, that upon the 
Death of the Treafurer, Secretaries, Regifter, 
and other Officers or Servants, or by the Re- 
lignation or Removal of them, or any of them, 
the faid Corporation ihall have full Power, at 
any Time to chufe others in their Places, feven 
Members at leaft being prefent, whereof the 
Prefident, or one of the Vice-Preiidents to be 
one.

A N D  our further Will and Pleasure is, 
that at all general Meetings, in cafe of the Ab-
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fcnce of the Prefidcnt, the firft: Vicc-Prcfident 
firft named in the Lift of the Vice-Preiidcnts 
then prefent, ihall be the Chairman of the faid 
Meeting, and have a calling Voice in cafe of an 
Equality of Votes ; and in cafe the Prefident, 
and all the Vice-Prefidents, ihall be abfent, 
the faid Corporation, or any Five or more of 
them, ihall have Power to appoint one of the 
Members then prefent, to prefide for fuch Time.

A N D  our further Will and Pleafurc is, 
that the faid Corporation, or any Seven or more 
o f them, whereof the Prefident, or one of the 
Vice-Prefidents, to be one, ihall have full Pow­
er to eleót fuch Pcrfons to be Members of the 
laid Society, as they ihall judge proper, which 
Perfons from Time to Time cle&ed, ihall be 
deemed to be Members of the faid Corporation, 
as if herein particularly named.

A N D  our Will and Plcafurc is, that the 
faid Corporation at any of the three gene­
ral ftated Meetings before mentioned, and at 
no other Meetings, Seven Members at lcaft be­
ing prefent, whereof the Prefidcnt, or one of 
the Vice-Prefidents to be one, ihall have full 
Power to make fuch By-Laws, Rules and Or­
dinances for the good Government of the faid 
Corporation as they fhall judge meet and con­
venient. P R O V I D E D  that fuch By-Laws be 
not repugnant to the Laws of our Kingdom of 
Ireland, and that the fame be confirmed by ibme 
fucceeding general Meeting, at which Seven at

leaft

[ 12 ]



leaft of the Members ihall be prefent, whereof 
the Prciident, or one o f the Vice-Prefidents to 
be one ; and that the fame Method fhall be ob- 
fcrved in the altering or repealing any fuch By- 
Laws, Rules and Ordinances, alter they ihal! 
be fo made and confirmed.

A N D  our Rirthcr Will and Plcafure is, 
that it ihall and may be lawful to and for the 
faid Corporation, or any Seven of them, where­
of the Prcfidcnt, or one of the Vice-Preiidents 
to be one, at any of the faid ftated general 
Meetings, to make or exccute Leaies of any 
Lands or Tenements belonging to the faid Cor­
poration, P R O V I D E D  fuch Lcafes do not 
exceed three Lives, or thirty-one Years in 
PolTeilion, and be fet for the belt yearly Rent 
that can be got for the fame, without any Fine 
to be taken for the fame.

A N D  our further Will is, that the faid 
Corporation, or any Five of them at any gene­
ral Meeting, Ihall have Power to give fuch 
Sum or Sums of Money to fuch Perfon or Per­
lons as they ihall think fit, for promoting Hus­
bandry and other ufeful Arts in our faid King­
dom of Ireland, and that the Chairman at fuch 
general Meeting ihall have Power to admi- 
nifter an Oath to any Pcrfon or Perlons for dif- 
covcring the Truth or Value of any Thing of­
fered or propofed to the faid Corporation.
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Á N D  our further Will and Pleafüre is* 

that in cafe the Prefident, or any one or more 
of the Vice-Prefidents, or any one or more 
o f the Members of the faid Corporation for 
the Time being, or any Perfon that ihall here­
after be chofen ihall happen to die, that then 
the remaining and furviving Members of the 
faid Corporation, ihall continue and remain in­
corporate by the Name aforefaid to all In­
tents, Conftruótions and Purpofes ; A N D  
that it fhall and may be lawful for the faid 
Corporation or any feven of them, whereof 
one of the Vice-Prefidents to be one, in cafe 
the Prefident ihall happen to die or refign, to 
ele<5t  a new Prefident in the Room o f the Pre­
fident fo dying or refigning; and in cafe one 
or more of the Vice-Prefidents ihall happen 
to die or refign, then it ihall and may be law­
ful for the faid Corporation or any feven of 
them, whereof the Prefident or one of the 
furviving Vice-Prefidents to be one, to cleft 
a new Vice-Prefident, or Vice-Prefidents, in 
the Room of fuch Vice-Prefident, or Vice- 
Prefidents fo dying or Refigning.

A N D  We will moreover, that the faid Cor­
poration ihall caufe fair Accounts in Writing 
to be kept of all Receipts, Payments and other 
Doings and Tranfaétions of the faid Corpo­
ration, and of their Officers and Agents re- 
fpcdtively, to be viewed and infpeéted by any 
Subicriber or Subfcribers, Benefactor or Bene­

factors



faítors upon Occafion, which Accounts Íhalí 
be examined, audited and fubfcribed upon the 
firft Thurfday in June every Year, or within 
fourteen Days after, by the faid Corporation, 
or any feven of them, whereof the Preiident, 
or one o f the Vice-Preildents to be one*

A N D  laftly, We do declare and ordain, that 
thefe our Letters Patent, and every Claufe, Sen­
tence and Article therein contained, or the 
Inrollment thereof made in our High Court 
o f Chancery, in our faid Kingdom o f Ireland, 
ihall be in all Things firm, valid, fufficient 
and effectual in the Law, unto die faid So­
ciety and their Succeflors according to the Pur­
port and Tenor hereof, without any further 
Grant, Licence or Toleration from us,^ our 
Heirs or Succeffors to be procured or obtained, 
P R O V I D E D  always that thefe our Letters 
Patent be enrolled in the Rolls o f our High 
Court of Chancery, in our faid Kingdom of Ire­
land, within the Space of fix Months next enfu- 
ing the Date of thefe Prefents. I N  W I T ­
N E S S  whereof we caufed thefe our Letters 
to be made Patent* W I T N E S S  our afore- 
faid Lieutenant General and General Gover­
nor of our faid Kingdom of Ireland, at Dub-  
/*», the fccond Day of Aprilt in the Twenty 
third Year of our Reign.
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