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The Right HoNOURABLE and HoNOUR ABLE;

L3

THE

TRUSTEES

OF THE

LINEN MANUFACTURE,

HAT general Silence, which prevails
amongft Men, whofe Pens might per-
haps better fuit the Tafk, has induced me to
reduce into fome Order, fuch Remarks, as my
Experience-as 2 Manufa&urer, and Advan-
tages in conduing the Linen Manufalture in
_ general, haf qualified me to make; and I take
this Method of referring them to the Confi-
‘deration’ of your Honourable Board . Should .
they appear to deferve your Attention, and in
any Refpeét, promote the true Intereft of the
: | A g L.inen
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CONSIDERATIONS

ON THE

PRESENT STATE, &

e

In Relation to F L A X-S E.E D.

S I purpofe treating of feveral Branches
of the Linen Manufatture sz Courfe, this
properly is the firft Article, and (hall rake
up lefs tume under this head thanit may be
fuppoled from its Impertance to require,

as I believe the many Experiments you have made

in this Article,” muft have given you a very good
opportunity ¢ judging what Steps are moft f{alutary
to be taken for the future.

‘The Improvement, Extention, and Support of
our Linen Manufatture neceflarily “depend on the
providing Materials of the beft Quality, and on the
chegpeft Terms, confequently the Importation of
Flax-feed of a proper Age and Growth to fuit the
various Demandsof the Public, muft always be well
worthy the Infpection of your honourable Board.
It’s to be hoped experience will inform you, that it
is very injudicious to embark in any Branch (parti-
cularly this) of the Linen Manufacture, at your
own Expence, as the Public can reap no Advantage
from thence; for the following Reafons : Whatever

Encouragements you may propofe to the Farmer, or
A 3 " Flax-
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Flax-Grower, will notinduce him to fow that Coun=
try Flax-feed he does not find from Experience to a-
aree with the Nature of his Soil ; and the cautious
Merchant will decline giving his cuftomary Orders
for that fort of Flax-feed he finds youengage in, left
the Market fhould thereby be over-ftocked ; altho’
it is reaflonable to fuppofe his Experience might in-
form him how, and from what Place; to import on
much better Terms.

However, fuppofe your Adventure is attended
with neither of thofe national Difadvantages, the e-
vil Confequence to the Public may ftill be the grea-
ter; for, thould the poor Farmer quit that certain
Path which experience has_taught him, by fowing
Seed that.doth not agree with his Soil, the Lofs of
his Labour, his Land, and firft Coft of Flax-feed,
may reduce his induftrious little Family to Beggary
for want of that Material, which was the Security
of the Landlord as well as their own Provifion.
The Merchant lkewife, fhould he give Orders
for his ufual Quantity, may find the Market
glutted with that particular kind of Seed, and is
thereby difcouraged from ordering any the fucceed-
ing Year, whereby the Farmer that uf-d to fow that
Sort annually, finds himfelf diftrefled in not being
able to procure the Kind of Flax-feed that has al-
ways anfwered his Purpofe. Thefe Confiderations
fhould guard you againtt interfering in zbat Branch
of the Linen Manufacture, left you fthould endan-
ger the throwing it out of the natural Channel, and
you will think the Scheme of importing Flax-feed
lefs interefting to embark in, when you are in-
formed, that there is fufficient Store and to fpare,
annually 1mported of every Country Growth we
ufe, and the Farmer’s Experience direGs him beft
what Country Flax-feed to fow; and the Demand
on the Merchant what Country Seed, and the Quan-
tity he is to import. ; TR WOonS

In



In Relation to F L A X

YOUR honourable Board have always been ve-
_ry attentive to this Article ; but it is prefumed
through want of Information, and by purfuing the
Plans of fuch as only confult their own Interetts,
you have been greatly mifled, as will appear in a
few Inftances following; however, you will think
all- your Encouragements in raifing Irith Flax well
difpofed of when you are informed of its Merits.

The Quality of Irith Flax is of a very different
Natare from that of Ruffia, or almoft any other
Country from whence we, at any time, imMport.

It is a Maxim amongft Manufacturers, founded
on Experience, That Yarn made of Irith Flax is fu-
perior in Quality, and more ufeful to the Manufac-
turer by one fixth part of the Value, than that of
equal Appearance made of Foreign Flax: Butto
make this more clear, thirty-fix pounds of Yarn
fpun out of Irifh Flax, will run as far as forty-one.to
forty-five Pounds of Yarn made of Foreign Flax,
and at the fame time the Yarn made of Infh Flax,
thall cloath and fkin, better in the Linen than that
made of the Foreign Flax, by which Means the
Linen will bring a better Price, and the Experience
of each Market, to which we export our Linens,
fufficiently evidence the Quality of our Flax being
better by our Linens out-wearing thatof every Na-
tion whatever, where there is at firft an equal Ap-
pearance of Swengrh: And there is a {till greater
Difadvantage attends the making Ufe of Foreign
Flax in our Manuafattare, when laid on the Bleach-
Erd, its almofk a Certainty that it turns out full of

ows, like aftriped Ticken, never to be bleached
out; and at beft it requires double Stuff and Labour
to bring it to a tolerable Colour. This 1 have ex-

perienced to be Fact, and can_ give the fullelt De-
S A 4  monftration
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monftration of it: And this alone difqualifies us
from carrying on the. finer Branches . of the Manu-
facture, - wlhich requite Colour, with any certainty
of acquiring Reputation, where there js any Foreign
Flax'whatever vended, ' N A

- Thall now endeavour, in fome mealare, to ac-
count for that native Advantage which Experience
manifefts to us in Irith Flax over the Foreign, and
it will'appear, at leaft, as confiderable as T have re-
prefented it, to every minute Examiner:

- Irith Flax, in every Degree of Operation, is re~
markable for its Silkinefs and kindly manner of
working ; and its being pulled generally before the
Seed is thoroughly formed, whereby the Juices are
exhaufted from the Stalk, and the Coat, or Harle,
more parch’d with the Sun, contributes not a little
to this, as well as it§ Finenefs, It eafily Splits orr
the Hackle into a greater Multiplicity of Harles or
Fibres, than the Foreign Flax, and from its Silki-
riefs arifes'a Down that cloaths the Linen, and its
requiring a greatér Number of Harles to compofe
the Thread makes it the lefs folid, and confequent-
ly lighter than the Yarn made of Foreign Flax of
equal Appearance in Finenefs,

The Foreign Flax we import is of a firm and fo-
lid Qaality, -and compared with Irith weighs heavy
to its appearance, its Coat harfh and ftaring, and
will not eafily fplit on the Hackle ; and there are e-
vidently fome Particles or Salts in it, contracted from
the Soil in the Eaft Country, and the intenfe and
fcorehing Heat of the Sun, they are fubje&t to in
the “Summer Months, which, joined with that.
Solidity in the Harle, prevents the Materials in
bleaching from operating with that eafe ason Irifh-
Flax, and, asI have before taken Notice, it’s too often
found that our Linens are made of fuch Flax as no
Atfhes, or Sours, will bring to a Colour : And this
is certainly owing to their having a Mixture of Yarn
made of Foreign Flax in them ; for it’s obfervable,

that
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¢ that you will rarély meer with a roey Piece of Linen
brought from any part of the Country where there
is fot &Vaﬂdt Foreign Flax.
* Thefe Confiderations 'fhould induce you to leave
no Scheme untried, until the Public are put ir{] F
er ‘Way of fupplying themfelves with a fuf-
g’gﬁe %an?ity OFP%'{axg of our own Growth,
And in doing {0, you would, in a great. meafure,
remove the many Complaints attributed to Rub-
bing-boards, as' I am of Opinion the greater
Part of our prefent Damages are occalioned by the
bringing Linens (where any part is compoled of
Foreign Flax) to a proper Colour. |
- I'will now venture to give my Opinion, in refpect
to” fuch Meafures as might probably have the de-
fired Effect, in promoting the Grow:h of Irifh Flax,
without being fo liable 'to Impofitions, as the prefent
Way of diftributing Premiums.
~In the firft Place then, I would recommend the
ftriking off* all Flax-fhops, * and every Encourage-
ment whatever in the Kingdom for vending Flax ;
and, when you fet about this ufeful Work with Spi-
rit, fo as effectually to encourage the raifing a fufhi-
cient Quantity for our own Confumption, the Con-
tinuationof any Encouragement in Favourof F oreign,
or whomfoever thall manufa@ure Foreign Flax, muft
be judged imprudent, as that would be giving Premi-
ums in ‘dire& Contradiction to each other, which
fhould always be carefully avoided. By this Means
youw'll add a Saving to your Fund that, with proper
Care, may be fufficientt o execute the Plan I would
recommend, which. is no othet than a faving Im-
. provement on a Scheme laid down to yon by a wor-

thy Member of your honourable Board, in a Letter to -

the Rt Hon. the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons,
by appointing a Premium to be given at fo much
per Cent: on the Value, on all the clean fcutched
Flax produced before an Infpector, -appointed by you

Sl 3P = ¢ and
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e and the Magiftrates of each County at the Quarter-
Seflions, or fuch central Town, and at fuch Time
as you fhould think proper to appoint, ‘and leave it
to the Owners and Growers of the Flax to find a
Market for it , _ W ot
Suppofe you begun by giving 10 per Cent. on the
Value of the clean {cutched Flax produced, thena Pre-
mium of 5000/. which is not a great deal more than
Flax-fhops have coft youin a year, would produce
50000/ value of Flax, which of Irifh Flax, according
to our ufual Prices of three Pence to four Pence half-
AD D Hoprin € PEODY per Pound, would be afQuantity fufficient tofup-
ply the whole Kingdom. However, this is fuppofing
every one to produce their Elax for the Premium,
which could never be the Cafe, as it would only be
worthy the Attention of Flax Farmers to apply for

it, and by this Means you might be enabled with
Safety to increafe your Premium the fecond Year,

if you found the firft not a fufficient Encouragement.
Under this Reftraint no one could poffibly claim

but from Merit, nor would you be fubject to a grea-

ter Premium than the Value of the Flax produced, as

has been the Cafe heretofore, as the {fame Author
very clearly reprefents to you in his Letter, Page 6,
where the Board, in the Year 1753, paid 2000/
premium for raifing Flax, where the full Value of

all the Flax produced, as appears by their own Cer-
tificates, would not amount to 1000l ; and this
Scheme will be thought the lefs expenfive and trou-
blefome to execute when you obferve, that it is on-

ly changing the Manner of applying the fame Sum

for the fame Purpofe ; and, if by ftriking off a Par-

cel of Flax-thops that are, at prefent, evidently of
_very little Ufe, (and but too many of them appoint-

ed to Wretches that think of nothing meore. than
making Affidavits annually conformable to your Or-
ders, {o as to obtain your Premiums,) and applying
the Fund, according to the above Scheme, you can_

obtain the defired Effeét, it will be a moft whole-
: . fome
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fomne and advantageous Plan for the Public, in add-
ing a great Saving to the Nation in providing our
own Material, employing our &?or, 'fcufn'Vating our
Lands, and preventing many Wretches being guil-
ty of willful Perjury, as is daily the Cafe at prefent.
* I cannot, however, pafs this Article without tak=
ing notice of your eftablithed Encouragements for
Flax-dreffers. - You have Salaries appointed for them
to the Amount, I believe, of upwards of 500/, per:
% Annum, befide the great Encouragement given to
fupport ‘the Poor-houfe Scheme, which the laft
mentioned Author valuds at 850l. per Annum, by
which means you have created a number of this
Trade, at leaft three Timesas many as is neceffary.’
Pray, would it not be more advifeable at this time,
to carry this Part of your Fund into fome other
Channel, that may be thought more ufeful to the

Public. |
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In Relation to S PINNING, and
" SPINNING-SCHOOLS.
| i

Believe this Article has been thie moft expenfive
I of any Branch of'the Linen Manufacture to your
honourable Board, and that in a great meafure ow-
ing to your not putting your Schools at firft under
proper Regulations, {o as to terminate at a certain
Period of Time, when that Part of the Country,
where they were- appointed, might be fuppofed to
have acquired a fufficient Knowledge in Spinning.
It is true, nothing could be more conducive to the
Advancement of the Linen Manufa®ture, and Im-
provement of the Country in general, than forward-
ing this ufeful Scheme, in pointing out the Way
for each poor Family to employ themfelves to the
greateft Advantage for their mutual Support, with-
out danger of exceeding the Confumption.

However I am of opinion you’ll now obferve your
attention has been fo clofe to the Article of Spin-
ning, that you have in fome meafure negleéted the
Weaving Branch, which in a manufaéturing Coun-
try thould rather lead, as Weavers will create Spin-
ning, but Spinners will never lead the Country into
Weaving, as may be inftanced in the County of
Mayo, and many other Counties, where the Women
are generally Spinners, and fcarce a Weaver to be
found. |

I'fhall under the Title of Weaying give my Rea-
fons why the creating of ‘Weavers has not increafed
as quick as Spinners, and fhew, that the difagree-
able Situation of a Manufacturer in not having his
Property fecured, {o as to carry on the Weaving-
Branch without an infinite deal of Trouble, is the
fole Reafon, why Men of Property and Fortune ve-
ry rarely embark deeply in the fouthern Provinces

of this Kingdom, but leave the now troublefome
Situation
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Situation of condu&ing and employing Weavers to

People of narrow Circumftances, who can the bet.

ter attend the few they employ, and thereby for
want of Capital, fubje&® the weaving . Branch to
the many Viciffitudes that Trade is liable to, and

by this Means the poor Weaver is turned Idle when

there is not an immediate Demand ; which alone is
fufficient to difcourage poor People from breeding
their Sons Weavers ; bnt now, to return to Spinning,.

1 am of Opinion, there is not now Occafion for

~one Spinning-fchool in the Kingdom, and I have

good Realon to fotnd my Opinion on, having made
a general Enquiry where I have not been perfonally.
I believe it will be readily granted to me, that there
is. no Oceafion « for - appointing Spinning-{chools
to inftruét fuch Children in Spinning, whofe Pa-
rents are profeffed Spinners of Linen Yarn, and vet,
almoft all your Spinning-fchools are filled with fuch
Scholars; *and what 1s ftill more Extraordinary,
many of your Spinning School-miftrefies, pay Girls
a {mall Preminm to come and. Spin for them-
felves in thofe Schools, fo as to put it in the Power
of the School-miftrefs to make an' Affidavit, agree-
able to your Regulations to receive your Bounty.
The Acquifition ' of the Art of Spinning is not
fo difficult a Tafk as to require any School being ap-
pointed in any Neighbourhood, or even County,
where: the fpinning of Linen-yarn is in Practice ;
and, itis to be obferved, that the many Improve-
ments made daily in the Linen Magufa&ure, greatly
vary the Neceflities of it’s Encouragements; and I
am hambly of Opinion, if you were more fparing

of your eftablithing Grants for a Courfe of Years to

Flax Factories, Bleach-yards and Spinning-fchools,
and only aflift them as their immediate Merits de-
ferve, you might avoid being at any Time ftinted in
your Fund, and apply your Savings to more ufeful

gurpofe_s, many of which, I fhall point out in the

ourfe of my Remarks.
B - > o There

b

£
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_ There i another Confideration T would haveyou
take in, with 'Refpeét to the fpinning of ‘Linen-
yarn, you are not at prefent under a Neceffity of in-
forcing Spinning, but leave it to make i’s ‘own
Way ; as 'we have nearly as much Yarn to {pare
annually, as we manufature into our exported
Linens; and Women might be more advantage-
oufly employ’d in weaving up fome of theYarn we
have to fpare, into fome of ‘the liglter Branches of
the Manufacture, fuch as Buclkrams, Britannias, &c.
And it is very well known, the Engljfp Manufac-
tures can be fupplied with Eaft Country Yarn on
as reafonable Terms, and the Duties on foreign
Yarn imported into England have been taken oft
within thefe two or three Years, in Expectation that
we fhould weave up all oursown Yarn ; and indeed,
it is a very favourable® Circumftance, by which
Means we have an Opportunity of carrying our
Linen Manufactures to the higheft Degree of Per-
fetion, and adding to our national Wealth by the
“Encreafe and Employment of our Workmen.

I cannot pafs over this Article, however, without
taking Notice of one Rule that never fhould be ne-
gle@ted, always to avoid the drawing Flax beyond
‘the Staple ; for, by this ill-judged Maxim, of think-
ing the fineft Spinners the moft eftimable, the Pro-
.grefs of learning to Spin, and the Trade of Weaving
‘have been greatly retarded ; befides, that: gene-
ral Prejudice (drawing Flax beyond the Staple) muft
maturaily do the Manufaéture, and  the {pinning
School-miftreffes have been rather more culpable n
“this laft mentioned Article, than any othersin the
Kingdom, ' '

_In
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In Refpe& to WEAVING,

NH 1S Branch of the Manufacture, will upon
Examination, appear, to deferve your Atten-
tion 'and Affiftance in a'much greater Degree than
any yet mentioned ; for it is your Province to learn
from Men of the greateft Experience and Know-
ledge in the Linen Manufature, in Grear-Britain -
and ' Ireland, what Species, or Kind of Linen, the
Yarn {pun in the feveral Counties of this Kingdom,
may moft ufefully and properly be converted to,
and then, by a Small and well regulated 'Premium
for that County, or Diftri¢t, lead the Inhabitants in-
to that Branch which fhall appear moft fuitable to
the Nature of their Yarn and Spinning, by which
Means you would remove two great Inconveniencies
that at prefent injure the Public.

The Firft is, manufacturing our Yarn into ex-
traordinary Quantities of particular Kinds of Linens,
thereby overftocking and eclogging the Markets
with that Article, whilft other Branches- of ithe
Manufacture, that Part of the Yarn might be more
properly applied to, lie  totally neglected. And,
in the fecond Place, -leaving the unexperienced
Parts of the Kingdom where the Manufaéture is ex-
tending itfelf; to fall intofuch Branches-as are moft
commonly known, without enquiring into the Qua- -
lityof the Yarn made there, and confiderin g what Spe-
cies.of -the Manufacture it wonld moft properly fuit.

For  want of {uch timely Information, fo as to
reprefent in, the plaineft, and the eafieft Way, the
Nature of  conducting fuch Manufactures, as from
the Quality of their Yarp, and the Genius of the
People they  fhall be apteft to fucceed in, Manu-
facturers in-the fouthern Provinces of this Kingdom,
generally meet with the moft difcouraging Circum-
ftances ; in their Efforts to vie with the Province of
2 Y i . Ulfer

.

. -



U ﬁer in the few Branches the People of the

North have by unweanpd apphcauon bccomc Ma-
fters of

The Reafons wn]] be obvious to anv that makc |

the leatt Enquiry, and are thefe, the S mmmg
not fo fiooth or well twifted, the Wo’ikm‘anﬂnp
altho’ not executed ‘with that Dexterity and Neat-
nefs, much dearer, and the Colour (tho” not ob-
tained on fuch eafy Terms) for want of Experience,
much inferior, by which ' Means the Difparity . be-
tween the Manufa@ures of the North and South of
the fame Species or Denomination of Linen are fre-
quently fo great, that it is impofiible to vend them
either at Home or Abroad for the fame Ufes.

Whereas, apply the Yarn and Genius of the
People.of the fouthern Provinces of this Kingdom,
to fuch Branches of the Manufa&ure, as from the
Quality and Cheapnefs of their Yam and Inexpe-
rience of the People beft fuits them, and ‘they will
be put in-as Succefsful and Profitable, a Way, as
the Manufa¢turers and Drapers of Ulffer are, in
thofe Branclies they are at prefent poﬁ'e{Ted of.

It would take up too much Time to enumerate
the various Sorts of Linen that the Spinning of ‘the
different’ Parts of this Kingdom would fuit, and it
would require a confiderable Time, and many Ex-
periments, to determine, the moft ufeful and fafe
Application that the Spinning of the feveral Coun-
~ ties might with the greateft Conveniénce and’'Ad-
vantage be applied to, however, fuch a Tafk  exe-
cuted with Judgment, and by Men of Expenence,
muft be of the greateft Utility to the Nation.

There is a Plompnefs and Fullnefs in the pound
Yarn of the fouthern Provinces, that beft fuits the
Manufacture of Sheetings, and Dowlas, and of thefe
many different Sorts fhould be made, both in Breadths
and Finenefs, to fupply the different Demands
at Market ; and it is only in the Southern Pro-
yinces you can get Yarn fit to make Oznaburghs.

And
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And the ftatutable Yarn of Comnaught, Munfler,.

and Lemfler, might be ufed to the greateft Ad-
vantage (both from it’s Cheapnefs and not being
hard twifted) in the Manufacture of low Yard-
wides for printing, for which there is an extenfive
Demand in England, and we have almoft loft this
Branch of late Years, by the Yarn in the North,
where they were manufactured, becoming too dear,
and being now made of Tow, in the Place of good
Flax, which was the Cafe formerly. Here likewife
ntight be opened a large Field to work in, if we
confider the various Species of Linen ManufaCtures
which might be introduced of Buckrams, Li-
nens for half ftifning, from the loweft to the high-
eft, both Whiteand Gray, and the different Kinds
of Linen for ftaying, Linings, and glazed Linen,
and a courfe ftout Sort of twill’d Linen called Drabbs
for Mens Frocks, with various. other Kinds that
would take up too much Room to mention here, of
which there is a moft extenfive Confumption in Ezng-
land and the Plantations, but which is now entirely
fupplied by the Germans or Scotch, although Iam cer-
tain confidering our advantages in the Flax, and Spin-
ning, &. we might beat all Competitors out of the
Englifh Markets ; and in thofe low priced Articles,
the Duties on foreign Linens fall much heavier (as
they are moftly at fo much per Yard) confequently
more in our Favour than in thé Branches we now fo
much encourage and purfue. "

I have made many Experiments in thefe feveral
Branches, and am fatisfied the Introduétion of them
here would be attended with Succefs.

The Manufaéture of the different Kinds of Bri-
tannias for the Con{umption of Spain, Portugal
and the Weft-Indies, would very well fuit the Spin-
ning of the Counties of Cavan, Fermanagh and
Donnegall, and many cther Parts of the Kingdom,
which would take up too much of my Time to en-
quire\into_here ; and, as they require to be light
made, and a  high Colour js not neceffary, the
b 4 B Inhabi-
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Tnhabitants of thofe Counties might be eafily led in«
to the Manufa@ure of them, and it is very well
known, that the Spaniards and Portugueze, would
give a Preference to our Linen Manufactures, be-
fore any Nation whatever, | N

If my Bufinefs allowed me that Leifiwe T could
with, T fhould before this time have executed a
Scheme, I have long been of Opinion muit anfwer a
moft ufeful Purpofe, in forming flaying Tables in the
plaineft intelligible Way for all the courfer Branches
of the Linen Manufaéture, that we could poffibly
hope to fall into, as they are executed in ‘any Part
of Europe, but fuch a Defignas this, muft have the
Sanction and Support of your honourable Board,
before it could effe&t that general Good I would
purpofe from it. | ' o

Was. this properly done, fo as to give a true
Idea of the Quality, Colour, Breadth, Length, &,
of each Sort of Linen, and the Ufes they are ap-
plied to, Manufacturers and fuch Gentlemen as were
defirous of promoting the Intereft of this Kingdom
in the extenfion of the Linen Manufaéture, would be
induced to make Experiments agreeable to thofe flay-
ing Tables; andno Doubt many Improvements might
be made by the fupetior Genius of cur Workmen, and’
the native Advantage in our Flax which I have fet
forth under that Head. ;

By purfuing fuch Steps, our Linen Manufacture
might be  extended to the greateft Degree of Per-
fettion, without the Appearance of over-ftocking
the Market with any particular Species of Linens, as
hath been the Cafe frequently of late Years. »

And, if our Gentlemen refiding in the Countr
would takéfome more Pains, and purfue fome of the
Plans of Encouragement laid down by Sir Richard Cox,
in aLetter to Mr, Prior,and put them in Practice, they
would encourage the Poor to manufacture our Yarn
into the various Sorts of Linen it would admit of, and
turn to Account. And Iam of Opinion, if a confider-

4 ' o el 7ol able

-



[r9]

able Number of Looms were difpofed of in fuch
new Branches as fhould be thought moft expedient,
and under proper Regulations, fuch as giving Security
to keep them employed, and making an annual Re-
turn of the Work done in each Loom, it would be a
ftrong Incentive to Induftry, and a Means of creating
fo many Weavers in a thort Time, as muft neceflarily
throw theminto the different Channels I point out.

We nlti/‘lght, by thefe Means, fee Gentlemen as
well as Manufaturers, in a very few Years well re-
paid for their Pains, in having their Lands improved
and peopled ; andour Poor, who are now obliged daily
to fly to England and France, to obtain the common
Neceflaries of Life, decently cloathed and main-
tained at Home; befides, that fecret Satisfaction
muft arife in every good Mind, of having promot-
éd fo fenfibly, the Wealth, Honour, and Profpe-
rity of their Country.

However, before there can be a Probability of
Succefs in the Introduction of thofe, or any other
Sorts of Linen not common amongft us, fome new
Statutes muft be provided, fo as to regulate Work-
imen, and preferve the Property of the Manufac-
turer, which at prefent is on a very precarious Foot-
ing. Thereis a Statute in Force ¢ Whereby any
« Perfon ftealing by Day, or Night, the Value of
¢ five Shillings or upwards out of a Bleach-yard,
¢« of Yarn, or Linen, is guilty of Felony without
¢ Benefitof the Clergy.” Butif a Workman un-
dertaking a Picce from a Manufacturer, carries off,
or embezles the Work entirely, which is frequently
the Cafe, the Remedy to be had, is to recover
treble the Value from a Wretch, who, it is more
than probable is not worth one Shilling ;5 or, as Ma-
giftrates generally order Security to be given, to
make good the real Damage the Manufacturer has
futtained 5 if the Weaver can be fecured who has
embezled the Work; and the Receiver, who is

“generally the Principal in the Villainy, and without
B2 whom,
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“whom,’ thefe cannot well be a Thief; i5 in thiswery
~material Cale entirely neglected. doosfiws
- This, in Fa&, is not a-Law provided: to fegure
the property of the Manufacturer, and remedy the
~aggrieved ;5 for, where the Trouble and Expence in
-Recovery, is of infinitely more Value;ithan the Da-
.mage fuftained can be {uppofed commonly to a-
mount to, the Law will never be executed. And,
-this Advantage in Favour of the Weaver, over the
-Manufacturer, is very well known by all the Linen
Weavers in the Kingdom, and is fufficient to vitiate
the Principles of this Clafs of Men, and make even
the bad worfe. & '

If the Embezzlement of Yarn or Linen, was put
on the fame Footing as {tealing it out of a Bleach-
.yard, and the Receiver made guilty of Felony, as
-well as the, Weaver, 1am of Opinion it would have
the defired Effedt, without making above one Ex-
ample,” as [ believe has pretty nearly been the Cafe
with Refp=t to ftealing out of Bleach-yards, and
-for. an Offence uader five Shillings Value, [ would
recommend the Punithment’s being made corporal,
(exceptjthe Receiver) who I would have ftill lable
at leait.to Tranfportation.

Another Grievance the Manufa&urer labours un-
der, and particularly all Gentlemen introducing the
Linen' Manufacture on their Eftates; is Combina-
tion amonglt the Workmen, the Tendency of
which is of fuch dangerous Confequence; that,
if not provided againft by a Statute, that may put
an effectnal Stop to fuch Combinations, it is a Matter
of Doubt, what Branches of the Linen Manufacture
‘we imay be allowed by the Weavers to carry on the
fucceeding Year: And, | now find this Method of
affociating: and (wearing into Combinations, is mak-
ing its Way amongft the Bleachers and Calender-men
or Lappers; from fuch Law-givers, what terrible
Effelts mdy not be apprehended. et
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M a'Manufadturer wants to engage in any new
Branch of the Linen Madnufacture, there muft firft
be a' Confiiltation among the Weavers, to  know if
they will allow him to carry it into execution ; for,
in the fouthérn Provirices, they are to a Man fworn
into-a Combination te fupport a Bill of Prices they
have made ; and their Method of rating the Prices
of Workmanthip, is not ‘according to the Quality
of the Goods to be made, but to the Demand or
Neceflity there is for a Quantity.

It is thus that Gentlemens Eftates are often
robbed of the ufeful Workmen fettled on them,
without even the Inhabitants under the fame Roof
being able to Account for it; and, it is thus, Ma-
nufacturers are often prevented from carrying into
Execation, Schemes that might be of the greateft
Utility to the Publick.

TO REMEDY WHICH, I would humbly re-
commend the following Claufe being inferted in
the next Linen Bill, to ftop the prefent Com-
binations, as well 4s prevent the further {preading
of them.

THAT any Weaver, Bleacher, Calender-man,
or Lapper that acknowledges himfelf fworn in-
to a Combination, or unlawfully meets with others
to fettle Prices, or is found in the Mobb, on what
is deem’d by the Linen Weavers a Turn-out Day,
or colleéts or pays Money for any fuch Purpofe,
fhall be liable to {ix Months Imprifonment and pub-
lickly whip’'d ; and ‘any One putting himfelf at
their Head, and ‘adminiftring an Oath, or being
prefent at, or giving, or any Ways aiding, afliting,
or requiring the Oath of any of the aforefaid Work-
men, fhall be.deemed guilty of Felony.

.,{THIS DONE, Manufacturers may carry their
Schemes into Execution, without having any more
to agree'with than the Workmen employ’d, and
- witheut 'being fubject to the Threats and Menaces

N B3 of
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- of Thoufands, as isoften the Cafe at “prefent; and
the Poor and Induftrious, will be left at Liberty to
work for the Support of their Families in :fuch
Branches of the Manufa&ure, and for fuch Prices
as beft {wit their Purpofes, without endangering
- their Lives by the Infults of lawles Mifcreants, as
is the general Cafe now, under Pretenceof, their
working (at what they term) Under-prices. .

"' In
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In Relatich 6 BLEACHING
and ASHES.

X7 OUR honourable Board have not been want-
- ing in your Encouragements, to promote the
Intereft of the Publick in this Particular ; and it
muft be confefled, the Linen Manufacture has re-
ceived the greateft Advantages thereby. :
I believe we now prepare our Yarn for the
Weaver, and Bleach our Linens on as cheap Terms
as any Country whatfoever; but this Cheapnels is
owing to our Conveniencies of Fire and Water,
and the many ufeful Engines invented from . Time
to Time, that are apparently of the greateft Con-
fequence to the Publick, in expediting our Bleach-
ing and faving Hands, and it will appear on En-
quiry, that this Article will ftill admit of confider-

able Improvements in the Materials for Bleaching,

and fome other Regulations I (hall rake Notice of.

It is now become a Sort of Maxim amongft
Gentlemen, that the firft Step to be taken i the
Introduction of the Linen Manufacture, in any Part
of the Kingdom, is to make a moft exp®nfive Bleach-
yard, and to have every, past of the Apparatus fuited
to an extenfive Manufacture ; and.as it is often the
Cafe, without having either {pinning or weaving
of any Sort fit for Bleaching, .or otherwife, carried
on in any Part of the Neighbourhood. This Sort
of Proceeding (althongh the Expence is generally
placed to your Account) is very, detrimental to the
Progrefs of  the Linen Manufatture, in the fouthern

Provinces of this Kingdom, as difcouraging Circum-,

ftances in the firft Out-{et of any Manufacture, are
frequently found to have the worft Confequence in
dulling the Edge of Application : Whereas, if at-
tended with Succefs, it creates an Emulation in others
to follow the fame laudabe Example, and even {ti-

mulates the moft alert.
| B4 A true
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- A true Knowledge of the Art of Bleachi de??s ea-
ﬁl acquired, and is fimply this, to confi
the Quality of your Kelp or Afhes, fo as not to
overcharge Yarn or Linen with too ftrong Lees in
boiling or bucking ; the fame Caution is to-be ob-
ferved in Sours, and always prefer a Butter-milk
Sour to any other, preferve proper ‘Diftances be-
tween the Courfes of boiling or bucking, fo as not
to-expofe Linens to the Weather without Stuff in
them ; and above all, keep them clean and neat du-
ring the ‘whole operation, there is no farther My-
ftery neceffary among honeft Men.

I would therefore recommend to you, to be more
fparing 'in 'your Bounties for Bleach-yards, unlefs,
you are very well fatisfied there is a Manufacture fet
on Foot equal to the Improvement required ; and
the Quality of the Linens made, fhould be in-
quired into, to know what Improvements there 1s a
Neceffity for, as the Mifapplication of Rubbing-
boards, in Bleaching the Article of Printers, and
many other Branches of the Manufactureé, in the
low Way, is produétive of the worlt Confequences
to the Kingdom in general ; and I fhould think, an
annual attefted Return of the Goods, and Quality,
whitened in fuch Bleach-yards, as you centribute
to would "be very proper, to prevent the Abufe
daily  committed in receiving your Bounty for
Bleach-yards that are-entirely wafte, and fome of
them in Ruwns, and ftrike off thofe that do not ap-

car deferving.

The Path s very plain to a Man of Experience
and Knowledge, that fhould be purfaed in the Article
of Bleaching, and by attending to the Rules I lay
down in this Article, " you will eafily percewe where,
i my humble Opinion, your Bounty is beftowed to
the beft Advantage. ‘

That Man who has made any new Difcovery, in
preparing Yarn better, orin a fpeedier Manner for

the Loom, has Merit, and is worthy your Favour.
That
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That Man who difcovers any Afhes, Material, or
Engine, whereby Linens may be bleached with Saf'ety
cheaper, or brought fooner to Market, is likewife well
deferving of a Premium; and thofe, or any other Dif-
coveries that may be of Uf to the Public, fhould
be firft ‘carefully examined, and if approved made
public ; and Icannot omit obferving, in this Place,
you have granted ‘a Salary for a new Method of
preparing Yarn for the Loom, without makn}g ufe
of Afhes; and as this is ftill kept a' Secret by the
Proprietor, notwithftanding your Bounty for the Dif=
covery, Tapprehend the Salary theuld be withdrawn.

I do not know any Thing could be more neceffa-
ry and valuable, at prefent, ‘in the Linen Manufac-
ture, as all Sorts of Kelp and Afhes'we have been
accuftomed to are adulterated and advanced in Price
to an intolerable Degree, than a Difeovery of ‘any
new and more ufeful Sort of Aﬂles, or Material, than
what we commonly ufe. 0%

I have made many Expenments;- in boiling with
the Afhes of every Country I could’procure, and I
could find none hitherto fo'ufeful and - cheap as the
Barilla of Spain : 'The beft Sort of it may be imports
ed here on as eafy 'Terms as the Cathob we com-
monly ufe; and by the Aecounts I have had this Year
from  Spain, it will be purchafed much cheaper
as the Crop is plentiful. Barilla is in~Appearance
like Kelp, and cultivated from Seed of the fame
Name, fown annually, much the fame as our Oats
here, and gathered in, and burned in a Kiln at a
proper Seafon. There dre three Sorts made there, and
I have only ufed the beft, and find the Quality of
Barilla {uperior to the beft Cafhob (T could pro-
cure) almoft beyond comparifon, as the Cafhob gives
only a dead Colour, and evidently impairs the
Strength of the Yarn; whereas, lefs than half the
Quantity of Barilla is fuﬂiment and it gives a bright

ixlky Whitenefs to the Yarn, or Linen, art the
. _ fame
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fame time, - preferves Strength and that mellow
Fullnefs that always attends ‘good Materials, .ard
proper handling. , ,

~ You have here an Account of Barilla, o far as I
have been informed from thofe who have feen it cul-
tivated in Spain, joined with my own Experience in
the ufe of it; And I have employed a Friend to
procure me fome of the Seed, and hope to be
able to inform you, next Seafon, that fome Part of
this Kingdom may not be an improper Climate to
raife it in. But fhould this laft mentioned Attempt
fail of Succefs, it furely is our Intereft to encourage
the Importation of that Sort of Afhes, which (from
Experience) appears to be moft deferving and ufe-
ful, and the Public need only have the Way pointed
out to them, and Self-intereft will foon enlarge the
Channel.

There is another Confideration thould weigh
with us. The Spaniards are very inclinable to pro-
mote and encourage our Linen Manufacture, and by
taking every Opportunity of cultivating a Corre-
fpondence with them, we fhall enlarge the Vent of
our Linens among them; and it 1s but too well
known, that the Reverfe of this Argument will
be good againft the Germans, as they are our
greateft and almoft only Competitors in the Linen
ManufaGure. And the Afthes we import from the
different Parts of Germany, and the North, are not
enly advanced in Price, but adulterated and depre-
tiated in Quality, infomuch, that they are become
lefs portable to the inland Parts of the Country, and
in many Refpeéts ufelefs; and our own People, and
the Scozch, from whence we get our Kelp, have fol-
lowed the Example of the Germans fo effectually as
to render it almoft ufelefs to the Bleachers, by the
extraordinary Quanuty of Sand and Stones mixed
with it.

I can.
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I cannot, however, omit one thing that occurs to
me. Was there a {mall Premium publifhed, an-
nually, (fuppofe 20/.) to be given to thePerfon who
fhoulﬂ &ifc‘gser the )fm‘)‘z u?eful !tlc'lnip'rdv‘c‘menmn
Bleaching, we might, perhaps, have fome greater
Improvements made in this Article; both inrre{pedt
to Expedition and Cheapnefs. - -+ v /0 v & &
. There might be a large Field of Improvément
opened, by procuring a Statute for the free Impors
tantion of Afhes from North America, as thereby
we (hould be“enabled to procure the Afhes cheaper,
and aflift the Inhabitants in improving the Country
by cutting down the Woods, and, at the fame time,
extend the Vent of our Linens amongftthem, -
- Upon the whole of  this Article of-Bleaching, I
don’t fee any Scheme | can be prapofed in procuring
Afhes, butis more promifing and advantageous to
the Publi¢, than that we at prefent encourage and

g : {3 Rela-
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In Relation to CORDAGE.
T may be thought unneceffary in" me to make

any Obfervation on this Article, but I'am fatif-
fied the pointing out any Particular that may advan-
tage the Public, and add ‘to your Fund, will be
well received. : 5

In the fourth Year of the Reign of King George
the Firft, there was a Claufe enacted in the Linen-
Bill (to continue in full force for{even Years) laying
an additional Daty of five Shillings per hundred, over
and above the then and prefent duty, on all Cor-
dage, or T'wine, imported;  (except of the Manu-
fatture of Great-Britain) the Duty atifing there-
from to be applied to the Encouragement-of the
hempen and flaxen Manufactures of this Kingdom,
which Claufe was not fince revived.

‘And, in Confequence thereof, there kas been a
large Import of Foreign Cordage into this Kingdom,
to the Detriment of the Public, without your honour-
able Board receiving any Advantage therefrom.

I believe reviving the fame Claufe next Seflion
of Parliament will be a fufficient Remedy, and I
am of Opinionit will be thoughtexpedient to extend
the Claufe before-mentioned refpecting Combina-
tions to Rope-makers, Flax, and Hemp-Dreflers.

Zbe
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‘Zhe CONCLUSION.

Have now given a curfory View of the dif-

ferent Tranfitions through which the Linen Ma-
nufacture is conducted, with fuch Remarks on the
feveral Parts as I apprehend require Amendment ;
and, was I capable of reprefenting the Importance
of thofe Alterations in fuch manner as their Ne-
ceflities require, you would be aftonithed "at the
fupine and dormant Difpofition of thofe immediate-
ly interefted in the Manufature, which ‘may pro-
ceed from an Opinion I know prevails amongft
many, that we may extend our Linen Manufac-
ture, béyond the Confumption that can be expect-
ed for it Abroad; and fome even go fo’ far as to
fay, it is done already.

Thefe fort of Inuendo’s (however meant) are de.
ftructive Maxims to infufe in the Minds of the Peo-
ple in this Kingdom, as they have a moft dangerous
Tendency to dull the Edge of Induftry, which it’s
but too obvious requires the contrary  Spirit to pre-
vail.

It is eafy to confute fuch Opinions by having re.
courfe to Reafon and Faéts. Our Exports in Linens
are not yet computed at {o much as one Million
yearly, and the Confumption of England, by the
Weekly Obfervations of the Dublin Society, Num-
ber 7, is accounted to be four Millions a year in
Linen, allowing 10s. per Head; and this will be
thought ftill more moderate, when it is confidered,
that the Number'of Inhabitants in England, by the
lateft Surveys are computed at twelve Millions,
which muft add two Millions more to the amount
of their Confumption, on the fame reafonable Corr-
putation.

It’s true, there is a very confiderable Linen Ma-
nufature carried on in England, but I do not think
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their own Manufaé’turef will exceed, in Amount,
their yearly Exports of Linens to the Plantations
and dxﬁﬁvérg: Péence WQL!nty one Ibede,‘-j] our
Exports in Linens are not yet fufficient to fupply a
fourth Part of the Confumption of England; not in-
deed do I believe a Sixth. - By, CORRTRE
. It is a Manufacture we have all the Advantages in,
thatitis poffible for the moft fanguine Friend of /reland
to pencil to himfelf. It is free from all Taxes both
at Home  and throughout his Majefty’s Dominions.
It is peculiarly adapted to the Nature of our Cli-
‘mate from the Conveniencies of Fire and Water with
which we abound, and particularly from the native
Ulefulnefs of our own Flax, as I fet forth under
the faid Article. | '. .
. And the principal Obftacles that appear to me, at
prefent, to impede the Progre(s of the Linen Ma-
nufacture, in moft Branches, are the Want of a fuf-
ficient Quantity- of Flax of our own Growth to fup-
ply our Confumption, and making the pretended
Myftery of a Weaver a lefs penetrabie Secret,  but
particularly in the coarfe, and more bulkey Way,
which is the more defireable to encourage, as it 1§
the eafieft executed, as well as the moft extenfive
and ufeful Part. |

By doing fo, it would employ and provide
for the Poor, increafe the: Number of Inhabitants,
improve our Lands, and add to our Wealth.,
_ The Linen Manufacture of this Kingdom is the
moft interefting for us 1o -encourage, had we a
free Expori, even for our Woollen Manufacture
inte Fngland ; for this Reafon, the Duties paid at
prefent, by the Geimans and Dutchy on their Linens-
imported o Luglaid, are computed at 22 per Cent.
onaverage, which tho’ impofed, from time to time,
to fupply the Exigencies of State, as it cannot he
fuppofed the Inhabiuants of England would tax thems
felves fo miuch on our particular Accourits; yet, how-
~ever,
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ever, as our Linens are imported free into England,
it certainly creates a Monopoly in our Favour, if by
a timely Application we could be perfuaded to make
ufe of thefe Advantages we are pofleffed of. '

And whenever fuch Part of the national Debt is

-paid off, as has its Intereft {ecured by thofe Duties,
we muft then expett to lofe thofe Advantages ;
therefore to make ufe of an old Phrafe, (let us make
Hay whilft the Sun fhines) for if we don’t now
eftablifh ourfelves in every Branch of the Linen
ManufaCture we are capable of, Pofterity may
juftly accufe us of having betray’d our Truft, as they
will find it a Tafk impracticable to beat the Gere
mans out, when on an equal Footing, which may
one Day be the Cafe, and particularly in the coar-
fer Branches on which the Duties paid by them in
England at prefent fall heavieft. '

ell-difpofed Premiums (there is no doubt) will
Spirit up the Public to Induftry and Application,
and Induftry and Application will furmount all Dif-
ficulties ; but there thould be the greateft Care con-
ftantly taken, leaft a Monopoly be thrown into the
Hards of any Individuals, of which fome Initances
may be produced, thereby leaving the moft inge-
genious and induftrious unrewarded.

Suitable Encouragements, conduéted with that
care its Importance to the Public requires, muft be
produttive of every ufeful Improvement that could
be wifhed.

Experience fhews what furprizing Advantages
Arts and Sciences have received from Honours
and Rewards conferred with Judgment, in for-
mer as well"as latter Ages: And you, Gentlemen,
have the Means provided by the Legiflature, in fuch
a way as is {uited to the noble Defign.

I have here reprefented to you fome of thofe Al-
terations, thatappear to me deferving of your moft

immediate
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immediate Care, -and I could
ments, perhaps {fome more ¢
Ufe Of to enforce thc NQCCE Ly ot your .
tmcthem but having the higheft Senfe of ;

‘Attention to whatever tends to promote “
Utlhty, éhall conclude here, and*hopea, _
appeared too free in giving my Opin on any par-.
ticular Head, that ag ‘true Zgal for gWelgrg of
my . Country,-and the Honour, and Influence of
your -honourable Board, will be alk)wed to plead in
my Favour. = 'y
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