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Mr. O M E Pv’S

L E T T E R
T O  T H E

P U B  I í> I  C .
C O M P T R O L L E R  o f t  h e

Inland Navigation.

T
H E  Comptroller o f  the Inland N a 

vigation, was ordered to form a 
Scheme, and prepare Plans for m a k 
ing a Navigation from the C ity  or 

D ublin, to the River Shannon-, and he n ow  
is, and always was o f  Opinion, that luch a 
T h in g  could not be effected, w ith ou t  the 

H e lp  o f  the L i fey .
A z To



T o  make this equally convenient to tbç 
Citizens and Country, he would chufe to 
begin his firft Canal, as near the City Bafon 
as would be convenient ; and to carry it on 
through a flat Country, to the nioft proper 
Place tp crofs the Liffcy ; and from thence 
through the Bog of Allen (where ace the Heads 
o f  leveral Rivers, which will amply furniih 
W ater  to fill the Canals,) and fo on, by the 
Brofnah, to the Shannon. And fhould the 
Bog of Allen be found troublefome, or ex- 
penfive, he can eafily fall into Part o f  the 
River Barrow ; whence there is a certain 
PaiTage to be had by the Brojnah to the Shan
non ; which is in Length, by an accurate 
Survey lately made thereof, Fifty Five Miles, 
and Eleven Perches.

By the other Scheme ; From the River 
Shannon, to any Spot o f  Ground on the 
North  Side the Liffey, oppolite the City Ba- 
fon, the Afcènts and Defeencs are as fol
low :

FrpnaIff
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From Lough Rea, up the River 
Inny, to Lough Durvera, the1
Rile is —  ------

From Lough Durvera to i 
Head of the Yellow River —  

From thence down the River D ilfi
to the Boyne —  -----— j

From the Boyne to the Head o f  the
Rye Water ----- - ------

From the Head of  the") Feet.
Rye Water to LeixflipÇ 142

From Leixflip to Ifland\ ^
Bridge —  f  96

I

From the Liffey to the*) 
high Ground on the 
North Side oppoiitc 
the City Bafon, the 

.Rife of  Ground i s — _

238

60

Which dedu&ed, leaves Feet 178 
Now, from Head o f  the Rye~\ 

Water, to the aforefaid high f 
Ground, on the North Side the  ̂
River, the Difference o f  Height I
is ------  ' _  J

In a l l ---------

Numb*
Locks

required*

41

IZ

12

178 29

69

T o  this may be added, that tl e Comptroller is 
o f  Opinion, that the Rye-Water (which they in
tend (hall be the grand Refervoir) is not half fuf- 
frcient to fupply the faid Canals in Summer Time.
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And, whereas by that Schcmc, the Linë 
from Dublin to the Shannon is Seventy Miles 
Three Quarters long :• And that through the
B e«■ of Allen, is Fifteen Miles T h r e e  Quar
ters thortcr. T h e  Comptroller for that, as 
well as other Reafons, has with all Submif- 
fion, recommended the latter. lHor btfides 
the Difference in the Length o f  Lines, there 
is a lefs Number o f  Loeks. And as he alfo 
will thereby avoid navigating two dangerous 
tro u b lc fo m e  Loughs, where there can be no 
T r a c k  Ways made ; and probably in many 
Places, the Navigators can find no Bottom 
for their Poles, to let them along.

But what influenced his Judgment above 
all was, his being Cure o f  Water from the 
River Liffey, to fupply all the Canals, from 
the Place where it will be eroded to Dublinf 
which is quite the reverfe the other W a y .

Frcm  what is here offer’d, the Comptroller 
humbly appeals to the Juftice o f  his E m 
ployers, and to the W orld, for the Impartia
lity and Honefty of his Repreltntations, to the 
Hon. Committee o f  the Houfe ol Commons : 
Notwithstanding the Injurious Refleétions caft 
upon him , in a Pamphlet lately printed and 
publiihetl ; as if  he had fome other Induce
ments than T r u t h  and Sincerity for what he

has iaid. _
T h o. O m er.



O B S E R V A T I O N S

Mr. O m e r ’s LETTER.

Dimidium Faffi qui benc Cœpit habet,

A S few  Points can arife, in w hich the 
^  ^  W elfare and Advantage o f  this K in g "  
dom  are more materially concerned, than in 
the prefent Critical Determination o f  the tw o
Lines propoicd to Parliament,’ f o r  an Inland
Navigation from the Shannon to Dublin, it 
is to be hoped, that Coolncfs and Candour 
w ill lend their impartial Hands, and a D e -  
cifion o f  real U fe  to the Publick  w ill  be the

C o n fe r e e . a  Mr>
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M r. Orner, w ho has wrote the annexed 
Letter is a Gentleman, w ho (as I am inform
ed) on Account of his Skill and Knowledge, 
was fent for from England, by the Naviga
tion Board, and under whofe Direction he 
is now employed, with a confiderable Sal- 
lary ; from whence I conclude him to be 
more knowing in his Profeiïîon than any 
Perfon to be had in this Kingdom ; and 
therefore I  fhould judge, that the Public.k 
may fafely rely on the Hrnefiy  o f  his Infor
mation as well as his Judgment.

T h e  Reafons he has given in his Letter, 
arc in themfclvcs fo ftrong in favour o f  the 
Southern Line^ that they muft h :e the great- 
eft W eig h t  on every impartial Perfon, when 
fnpported by adequate Proofs. In Confe- 
quence o f  an Order o f  the Committee, he is 
now endeavouring to eftablifh by Proofs, the 
Opinion, he gave to the Committee in favour 
of  die Southern Line ; and furely in a Matter 
o f  fo much Importance, all Gentlemen ihould 
hold their Determinations in Sufpence, and 
not let a private or partial Affeétion either 
for one Line or the other, or for'thofe who 
recommend them, break in upon that Judg
ment, which the Publick Welfare alone has 
a Right to demand. It is well known o f  
what Confcquence a Refolution o f  Parliament 
on  this Occafion mu/l be, as it ties down

(with



(w ith R eíp cét  to the L ine to be purfued) the 
immediate Application o f  the Sum  o f  T w e n t y  
Thouland Pounds already granted, as well 
as all future Sums, ihould this be injudicioufly 
or ineffectually applied, w ith  w hat R em orie  
muft any honeft M an look on  a T. ranfaction, 
w h en  perhaps his fingle Opinion prevented 
the Source o f  fo great W ealth  from taking 
an Effedt for the Advantage o f  his Country.

G reat Pains, and (w orthy o f  the T h an ks 
o f  the Publick) has been taken by a Gentle
man, (a known W e l l - w i ih e r  o f  this C o u n 
try) to lay before the Committee Proofs and 
Demonilrations o f  the N orthern L ine, all 
w hich  he had regularly and w ife ly  concerted 
before the meeting o f  Parliament. O th e r  
Gentlemen not fo affiduous, or rather not 
expe& ing fo immediate and preffing a Call  on 
their Proofs and Demonilrations, have pro
duced Plans o f  the Southern L ine ; but furely 
a D e m o n  fixation o f  the Practicability o f  the 
Northern L in e ,  ihould not exclude the S ou 
thern one from an Examination. W h at cool 
and impartial Juftice is to do, is to take a full 
Examination o f  each Line, and then deter
mine w hich  will  moft conduce to the Publick 
Advantage.

M r.  Omer beiides his Doubts as to the 
Northern L ine, with refpedt to a furicient 
Quantity o f  W ater to carry the Navigation

on
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on in Summer, adds the Difficulty, o f  getting
through tw o  Lakes ; and declares that the 
Southern Line is the fhorteft by Fifteen Miles 
and more, and will require a lefs Num ber 
o f  Locks. A ll  thefe fuppofe to be proved, 
(for which he only defires T im e,)  let us com 
pare the publick Utility that would attend the 
one T rack  or the other.

T h e  Northern Line falls into the Head of 
the Shannon, after going through the Counties 
o f  M eath, WeJimeath,.t 'A\'A Longford, all o f  
which are certainly fertile and fit fcr  Tillage 
in their Nature, but by falling into the Shan
non, fo much towards the Head o f  it, all 
the Fertile Countries that are along the Shan
non Side and to be brought into T il lage ,  wilf  
be obliged to work their loaded Boats againft 
the Stream of the Shannon, in order to get 
up to the Navigation T rack .  By the Sou
thern Line, all are to come down the Stream,' 
both above and below the Northern Track. 
T h e  Diftance between the two Points pro- 
pofed for the T r a f t ,  one South the other 
North, is very confiderable ; the Southern 
Point is the loweft, and the next to Lime
rick, by which a Communication may be 
opened between that Capital and Dublin, and 
falls in much about the Center o f  the Shan
non. T o  this there is an Objeftion made, as 
it prolongs the Conveyance o f  Coals from a 
Colliery which is faid to be towards the Head

( 10 )
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o f  the shannon, and in the C o u n t y  o f  L e i
trim. But here let us flop and confider the 
Intentions o f  the C om m ittee  ; it is to pro
mote the Increafe o f  T il lage  in the remote 
Tarts o f  the Kingdom , w h ich  cannot other- 
wife be done but by leffcning the Expence 
o f  the Carriage o f  C o rn  to our Capital. 
N o w  i f  to anfwer the Ends o f  this Colliery 
( o f  w hich DubHn has never feen F ive  Barrels 
o f  the Coals; w e  are to put the Counties  o f  
Clare, Lim erick, Galway and Tipperary to 
fuch Expencc and Difficulties, in bringing 
their Corn and loaded Boats io many M iles 
up the Shannon Stream, in order to get into 
the Northern T r a c k ,  do w e  not thereby put 
an evident T a x  on Navigation, w h ic h  the 
S o u t h e r n  and L o w e r  Line frees us from; and
do w e not in that Point fo far difappoint the 
Intentions o f  the Legiflature,

L e t  us n o w  fairly fo l low  the Southern 
Line to our Capital, and fuppofing it prac
ticable by  Com panion, trace out fuch C o n ve-  
veniencies as may be allowed to attend it.

M r .  O ver  in the Paper figned by him, has 
given up the grand O bje& ion o f  going through 
the Bog o f Allen, in cafe Incpnveniency fhould 
attend it ; and judiciouily fixes on the River 
Barrow -, (w hich  is now in the State o f  N a 
ture almoft Navigable to the Sea,) from
whence a certain PaiTage (to ufe his W ord s)

may



may be bad to the Brofnah, and fo to the 
ohanncn. On this Scheme he includes a free 
Communication from Dublin Southwards to 
the Counties o f  Kildare, $ueen's-County, Car- 
low, Kilkenny and Wexford. I believe in fa 
vour o f  thé Soil and Tillage o f  thofe Coun
ties, little need be mfifted on, as it is well 

Known, that they have a greater Share in the 
upply o f  Corn to Dublin Market, than the 

whole remaining Part o f  Ireland. But what 
I  would chiefly infift on, is’ the Advantages 
arifing from the T w o  well-known and cita- 
bhihed Collieries o f  the County o f  Kilkenny, 
and Queen s-County> within Six Milés o f  thé 
Banks o f  the Barrow*

c  ̂ n a/XCJat,e^  *"een W^at appsared to me the 
lairelr Calculation c f  the prefent Price of K il
kenny Coal, by the T o n  in this City ; as alib 
what the Fall o f  it would be, by taking o f  
the T a x  o f  Land Carriage, which I here in- 
lert tor the Information o f  the Publick.

I s d
T w e n ty  Hundred o f  Kilkenny Coal, ' 

being a T o n ,  at i j .  6 d. per 
Hundred, as fold in Dublin, 
will amount to -------- — j  IO ô

T w en ty  Hundred o f  Coals, neat 
Price at the Pit, at 4 d. per H u n 
dred, amounts to ------ 0 6 8

( i i  )
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/. S. d.
T w e n t y  Hundred o f  Coals  the 

Land Carriage 6 M iles to the 
Banks o f  the Barrow, at z d. per 
Hundred, amounts to 0 3 4

T w e n t y  Hundred o f  Coals, the 
Water Carriage computed at F ifty  
M iles ,  at $ d. per Hundred a- 
mounts to — —  -------  o  5 o

T o t a l  amount o f  one T o n  o f  K il
kenny C oal  in Dublin , fuppofing 
the Barrow  to be taken in by 
the Inland Navigation —  o  1 5  o

Saved to the City  o f  Dublin  in each 
T o n  o f  Kilkenny Coal, which 
they n o w  ufe -----------  o o

Note, O ne T o n  o f  Kilkenny Coal w il l  
out laii one T o n  and H a l f  o f  Whitehaven 
Coal.

Some Gentlemen are o f  Opinion, that 
each o f  the Lines ihould be executed, and 
that all Contefts would then be removed ; 
I  moft fincerely w i ih  it could be fo, and that 
the Legiflator ihould appear unanimous in a 
M atter o f  io great Confequence ; but i f  m ix -  
ipg the leaft NecelTary one is to be an addi

tional
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tional Clog o f  Expence, to the juil and ne’  
ceffary Line, why fhould it receive fo bur- 
thcniome a Companion ? T h e  grand Point is
a Conveyance from the Shannon to Dublin ; 
furely one well chofen Line will fufficiently
do this ; befidcs, there has already appeared 
a very laving Difpoiition in the Grant o f  a 
Sum to any L in e ;  w h y  then (hould we leave 
any Room for further Objections in Point o f  
Expence. W hen the Grand Line is once 
fixed, then let others take place ; and in 
order to make the Expence lefs ftriking, 
as a Demand on our Redundancy, W h y  
ihould not fome Duties lately drop’d be 
revived ? Nay, I would even defire to go 
fo far (convinced o f  the Benefit this Kingdom 
would receive by it) as to wifh new Taxes  to 
be created, fhould not the reviv’d ones prove 
fufficient. But ill by A f t  o f  Parliament ap
propriated only to the Ufe o f  the Inland N a 
vigation, and all to be taken off when that is 
co m p lete d  ; and the difpofal of the Taxes 
fo arifing to be looked into every Seilion by 
the I .egiilator, with an Officer under their 
Direction appointed for carrying the W o r k  
on.

W h y  (hall he w ho fitsateafe in his Coach 
in the Morning and drinks our worfl: Enemies 
Claret in the Evening ? why fhall he I whofe 
Fortune enables him to enjoy the Sports o f  
the Field, not chearfully contribute f r o m ji is

/£afe,
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Eafe, his L u x u r y ,  ahd his Pleafure, to  be
nefit the Hand of  the induftrious P low m an  i 
he poor M an , ignorant o f  the Sources o f  
W e a l t h ,  that may be made out to repay his 
T o i l ,  trudges on in his old J rack, w ith  in
defatigable Labour, his L ord  ihould lurely in 
return do his Part. W h a t  an Advancem ent 
Til lage,  and the different Methods o f  m anu
ring tilled Lands has made in this Kingdom , 
is apparent to every Gentleman, w h o  looks 
into the Country ; what docs all this Induftry 
want to give it full G ro w th ,  but to take oft 
the Expence of the Land Carriage of C o rn  
to M arket.  A r e  not all the Horfes and M en  
employed in this W o r k ,  a dead W eigh t  to 
Society ? when an Inland Navigation is once 
cftablilhed, they have then no Refource but 
to fall to the P lo w .  T h a t  this is clearly poin
ted to v. by a Recommendation o f  our In
land Navigation, from the happy Adm iniftra- 
tion w e are n o w  under, is a Balfam to the 
Soul o f  every honetl: M a n  o f  this Country ; 
w e  therefore fuiely on our Parts, ihould not 
let Hip an Opportunity fo beneficial, and fo 
recommended.

•’ » * . • I

F a i l s  (or at Ieaft a finccrc Endeavour at 
them) thus fairly ftatcd, will no doubt, re
ceive a judicious Determination, and though 
the Eye o f  the Publick may be impatient, yet 
the fixing on any Line ihould be held in Suf- 
pence, till all poflible Information can be re
ceived, but not to let the Seflions pafs over,

without
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t

without a final and Parliamentary Determina
tion, left a future Day ihould by any unforc- 
feen Means, deprive the Legislator of  fo "o l
den an Opportunity {'as the prefent is) to e x -  
ert their wifeft Endeavours in a Cauie fo wor
thy o f  their boil Intentions.

P . S . A s  feveral Gentlemen feem defi. 
rous of a ft ronger A d ,  than thofc at prefent 
in Force, for the Prcfervation o f  the Gam e, 
fuppoie the T a x  hinted at in this Paper, was 
Kitabliihcd at five Pounds yearly for every Per- 
ion that kept Hounds, Beagles orGrey-hounds, 
and forty Shillings yearly for Pointers, Setters, 
or Englijh Spaniels ; but the Pcrfon keeping 
Hounds, to be only i'ubj-6t to the large T a x .  
T h e  Fund ariling from hence, to be appro
priated to the Inland Navigation, 1 fay, Q ue- 
re, whether this would not put their N eigh
bours in the Country in better Humour with 
the Propofers and the Gam e, than any other 
penal L a w  or Qualification A d .  As the 
l a x  would be voluntary, and every jolly  

Countryman that chofe to keep Hounds, and 
pay the T a x ,  would then have a Right to 
look on himfelf as a very uftful Member to 
Society, by contributing to fo ufcful a W ork . 
T h i s  Fund added to what might with Proprie
ty be ipared now and then, from the Redun
dancies o f  the Treafury, would foon com- 
p’eat thefc ultful Purpofes.
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