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To make this equally convenient to the
Citizens and Country, he would chufe to
begin his firft Canal, as near the Gity Bafon
as would be convenient ; and to catry it on
through a flat Country, to the moft proper
Place to crofs the Liffey; and from thence
through the Bog of Allen (where age the Heads
of feveral Rivers, which will amply furnith
Water to fill the Canals,) and fo on, by the
Brofnab, to the Shannon. And fhould the
Bog of Allen be found troublefome, or ex-
penfive, he can eafily fall into Part of the
River Barrow ; whence there is a certain
Paflage to be had by the Brofuah to the Shan-
non 3 which is in Length, by an accurate
Survey lately made thergof, Fifty Five Miles,
and Eleven Perches.Med |

By the other Scheme; From the River
Shamnin, to any Spot of Ground on the
North Side the Lifey, oppofite the City Ba-

fon, the Afcents and Defcents are as fol-

low :

From

¥



(5 )

Rife 1N._ A
and ~ Numb,
ey Bs Fall. ' sequieds
From Lough Rea, up the River?|Feet.
Inny, to Lough Durvera, theé 53 9
. Rife is — ' —
From Lough Durvera to the o
_ Head of the Ze/low River 7
From thence down the River Di// %
to the Boyne — _ ) 74
From the Bzyné to the Head of the 4 :
Rye Water : } 7
From the Head of the] = Feet.
Rye Water to Leixflip 142
From Lexflip to fﬂand} 5
Bridge — _ 2
. (AT : 238
From the Liffey to the) |
high Ground on the >
North Side oppofite ¢ 6o
the City Balon, the
Rife of ‘Ground is =
Which deducted, leaves Feet 148
Now, from Head of the Rye“}
Water, to the- aforefaid high |
Ground, on the North Side the} |18 | 29
River, the Difference of Height
1S : — = »
In all 69

To this may be added, that the Comptroller is

of Opinion, that the Rye-Hater (which they

in-

tend fhall be the grand Refervoir) is not half fuf-
ficient to fupply the faid Canals in Summer Time.

A 3

And
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And, whereas by that Scheme, the Line
from Dublin to the Shannon i Scventy Miles
Three Quasters long ;. And that-throu ht
Bog of Allen, is Fifteen Miles Thrc?gd@d:f
ters thorter. The Comptroller for’ that, as
well as other Reafons, has with all Submif-
fion, recommended the latter. For befides
the Difference in the Length of Lines, there
s a lefs Number of Loeks.. And as he alfo
will thereby avoid navigating two dangerous
troublefome Lovghs, where there can be no
Track Ways made ; and probably in many
Places, the Navigators can find no Bottom
for their Poles, to fet them along.

But what inflaenced his Judgment above
all was, his being fure of Water from the
River Liffey, to-fupply all the Canals, from
the Place where it will be eroffed to Dublin,
which is quite the reverfe the other Way.

From what is here offer’d; the Comptroller
humbly appeals to the Juftice of his Em-
plogers, and to the World, for the Impartia=
lity and Honefty of his Reprelentations, to the
Flon. Committee of the Houfe of Commons >
Notwithitanding the Injurious RefleCtions caft
ypon him, in a Pamphlet lately printed and
publifbed 5 as if he had fome other Induce-

ments than Lruth and Sincerity for What he
has faid. -

Tuao. OMER.
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Mr. Omer’s LETTER!

Dimidium Faflr qut bm Capit babet.

———

AS few Points can arife, in which the
Welfare and Adyantage of this King-
dom are more materially concerned, than in
the prefent Cricical Determination of the two
Lines propofed to, Parliament, for an Inland
Navigation from the Shannon to Dublin, it
is to be hoped, that Coolnefs and Candour
will lend. their impartial Hands, and a De-
cifion ofreal Ufe to the Publick will be the

Confequence.
B A 4 Mr.
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Mr., Omer, who has wrote the annexed
Letter is a Gentleman, who (as I am inform=
ed) on Account of his Skill and Knowledge,
was fent for from England, by the Naviga-
tion Board, and under whofe DireCtion he
is now cmplo)ed, with a confiderable Sal-
lary ; from whence I conclude him to be
more knowing in his Profeffion  than any
Perfon to be had in this Kingdom ; and
theretore- 1 fhould judge, that. thc Publick
may fafely rely on the Honefly of his Infor-
mation as well as his Judgment.

The Reafons he has given in his Letter,
arc in themf{elves fo ftrong in favour of the
Seuthern Liney that they muft h=ve the great-
eft Weight on every impartial Perfon, when
ﬁ'fpported by adequate Proofs. In Confe-
quence of an Ogder of the Committee, he is
now efideavouring to eftablith by Proofs the
Opinion, he gave to the Committee in favour
of the Southern Line ; and furely in a Matter
of fo much Importance, all Gentlemen fhould
hold their Determinations in Sufpence, and
not fet a private or partial Affe€tion either
for onc Line or the other, or forthofe who
recomihend them, break in upon that Judg-
anent, which the "Publick Welfare alomie has
a Right to demand. It is well known of
what Confcquence a Refolution of Parliament
on this Occafion muft be, as it ties down
' (with
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(with Refpet to the Line to be purfued) the
immediate Application of the Sum of T'wenty
Thoufand Pounds already granted, as well
as all future Sums, fhould this be injudicioufly
or ineffe€tually applied, with what Remorfe
muft any honeft Man look omna Tranfaction,
when perhaps his fingle Opinion prevented
the Source of fo great Wealth from taking
an Effcét for the Advantage of his Couniry.

Great Pains, and (worthy of the Thanks
of the Publick) has been taken by a Gentle-
man, (a2 known Well-wither of this Coun-
try) to lay before the Committce Proofs and
Demonftrations of the Northern Line, all
which he had regularly and wifely concerted
before the meeting of ~Parliament.  Other
Gentlemen not fo affiduons, or rather not
expecting fo immediate and prefling a Call on
their Proofs and Demonftrations, have pro-
duced Plans of the Southern Line ; but furely
a Demonftration of the Praéticability of the
Northern Line, fheould not exclude the Sou-
thern one from an Examination. What cool
and impartial Juftice is to do, is to take a full
E§2mination of each Line, and then deter-
mine which will moft conduce to the Publick
Advantage.

Mr. Omer befides his Doubts as to the
Northern Line, with refpe@ to a fuficient

Quantity of Water to carry the Navigation
on
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of in Summer, adds the Difficulty of gett’iné
through two Lakes; and declares that the
Southern Linc is the thorteft by Fifteen Miles
and more, and will require 2 lefs Number
of Locks. All thefe fuppofe to be proved,
(for which he only defires Time,) let us com=
pare the publick Utility that would attend the
ene Track or the other. %

The Northern Line falls into the Head of
the Shannon, after going through the Counties
of Meath, Weftmeath, and Longford, all of
which are certainly fertle andfic for Tillage
in their Natare, but by fallinginto the §han~
non, o much towards the Head of ity all
the Fertile Countries that are along the Shan-
non Side and to be brought into Tillage; will
be obliged to work their loaded Boats againfk
the Stream of the Shamnon, in order to get
up to the Navigation. Track. By the Sou-
thern Line, all are to comedown the Streamy
both above and below the Northern Track,
The Diftance between the two Points pro=
pofed for the Tralt, one South the other
North, is very confiderable; the Southern
Point is ‘the loweft, and the next to Lzme=
rick, by which a Communication may be
opened between that Capital and Dublin, and
falls in much about the Center of the Shan-
non.  'Tothis there is an ObjeGtion made; as
it prolongs the Conveyance of Coals froma .
Colliery which is faid to be towards the Hcaélf ,
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' of the Shapnon, -and in the County of Lei-

#rim. But here let us ftop and confider the
Intentions of the Committee ; it 1S tO pros
mote the Increafe of Tillage in the remote
Parts of the Kingdom, which cannot other-
wife be done but by leflening the Expence
of the Carriage of Corn to our Capital,
Now if to anfwer the Ends of this Colliery
(of which Dubfin has never feen Five Barrels
of the Coals) we are to put the Counties of
Clare, Limerick, Galway and Tipperary to
fuch Expencc and Difficulties, in bringing
their- Corn and loaded Boats fo many Miles
up the Shannon Stream, in order to get into
the Northern Track, do we not thereby put
an cvident Tax on Navigation, which the
Southern and Lower Line frees vs from; and
do we not in that Point fo far difappoint the
Intentions of the Legiflature,

Let us now fairly follow the Southern
Line to our Capital, and {uppofing it pracr
ticable by Comparifon, trace out fuch Conve-
veniencies as may be allowed to attend it.

Mr. Oser in the Paper figned by bim, has
given upthe grand Objeétion of gaing through
the Bog of ' Allen, in cale Inconveniency fhould
attend it ; and judicioufly fixes on the River
Barrow 5 (which is now in the State of Na-
ture. almoft Navigable to the Sea,) from
‘whence a certain Paffage (to ufe his Words)

may
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may be bad to the Brofnab, and fo fo the
Shannon.  On this Scheme he includes a free
Communication from Dublin Southwards, to
the Counties of Kildare, RQuieen’s-County, Car-
low, Kilkenny and Wexford, 1 believe in fa
vour of the Soil and Tillage of thofe Coun-
ties, little need be infifted on, as it is well
known, that they have a greater Share in the
Supply of Corn to Dubliz Market, than the
whole remaining Part of Freland. But vwhat
I would chiefly infift on, is' the Advantages
arifing from the Two well-known and efta-
blifhed Collieries of the County of Kilkenny,

and Queen’s-County, within Six Milés of the
Banks of the Barrow.

I have lately feen what appeared t6 me the
faireft Calculation of the prefent Price of Ki/-
kenny Coal, by the Ton in this City ; as alfs
what the Fall of it would be, by taking of
the Tax of Land Carriage, which1 here in-
fere for the Information of the Publick,

et e
Twenty Hundred of Kilkenny Coal,

being a Ton, at 1s. 64, per

Hundred, as fold in Dublin,

will amount to
Twenty Hundred of Coals, neat

Price at the Pit, at 44, per Hun-

dred, amounts to —em o 6 8

I 10 o

Twenty
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Twenty Hundred of Coals the

. Land Carriage 6 Miles to the
Banks of the Barrow, at 2 d. per
Hundred, amounts to T N

Twenty Hundred of Coals, the
Water Carriage computed at Fifty
Miles, at §d. per Hundred a-
mounts to s paoats i tavua aPEl \* 2D > SRR

Total amount of one Ton of Kil-
kenny Coal in Dublin, {uppofing
the Barrow to be taken in by
the Inland Navigation — o I5 o

Saved to the City of Dubliz in each
- Ton of Kilkenny Coal, which
they now ufe

© 1§ O

Note, One Ton of Kilkenny Coal will
out laft one Ton and Half of Whitehaven

Coal.

Some Gentlemen are of Opinion, that
each of the Lines fhould be executed, and
that all Contefts would then be removed ;
I moft fincerely wifh it could be fo, and that
the Legiflator fhould appear unanimous in a
Matter-of {o great Confequence ; but if mix-
ing the leaft Neceflary one is to be an addi-
5 tional
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tional Clog of Expence, to the juft and ne-
ceffary me why fhould it receive {o bar-
thenfome a Cotﬁpamou ? The grand Point is
a Conveyance from the Sbhannon to Dublin ;
furely one well chofen Line will fufficiently
do this ; befides, there has_already appeared

a very faving lepoﬁnon in the Grant of a
Sum to any Line; why then fhotild we leave
any Room for further Objections in Point of
Expence.  When the Grand Line is once
fixed, then let others take' place ; and in
oxdu to make the Expencc lefs ﬁukmr-r,
as 2 Demand on our Reédundancy, Why
fhould not fome Duties Jately drop’d 'be
revived 7 Nay, "1 would “even defire to go
{o far (convinced of the Benefit this Kingdom
would receive by it) as to with new Taxes to
be created, fhould mot the reyiv’d oncs prove
fufficient. © But 2t by A& of Parliament ap-
propriated only to thc Ufle of the Inland Na-
vigation, and all to be taken off when that is
compleated ; and the dlfpofal of the Taxes
{o ar iiurr to be looked into every Seffion by
the | c"lﬁdtOl‘ with an Officer under their
Dlreétxon appomfed for carrying the Work

on.

Why thall he who fitsat eafe in his Coach
in'‘the Mormng and drinks our worft Enemies
Claret in the Evening ? why thall he? whofe

‘Fortune enables him to enjoy' the Sports of
the Field, not chcarfully contribute from _his

Aafe,
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Eafe, his Luxury, ahd his Pleafure, to bea
nefit the Hand of the induftrious Plowman ?
he poor Man, ignorant of the Sources of
Wealth, that may be made out to repay his
Toil, trudges on in his old Track, with ip-
defatigable Labour, his Lord fhould furely in
return do his Part. What an Advancement
Tillage, and the different Methods of manu-
ring tilled Lands has madcin this Kingdom,
is apparent to every Gentleman, who looks
into the Country ; what does all this Induftry
want to give it full Growth, but to take off
the Expence of the Land Carriage of Corn
to Market, Are not all the Horfes and Men
employed in this Work, a dead Weight to
Society ! when an Inland Navigation is once
eftablithed, they have then no Refource but
to fall to the Plow. - That this is clearly poin-
ted to u. by a Recommendation of our In-
land Navigation, from the happy Adminiftra-
tion we are now under, is a Balfam to the
Soul of every honeft Man of this Country ;
we therefore furely on our Parts, fhould not
let flip an_Opportunity fo beneficial, and fo
recommended.

. Fa&ts (or at leaft a fincere Endeavour at
them) thus fairly ftated, will no doubt, re-
ceive a judicious Determination, and though
the Eye of the Publick may be impatient, yet
the fixing on any Line fhould be held in Suf=
pence, till all poffible Information can be re-
fcivcd, but not to let the Seflions pafs over,

% e 40 without
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.« without a final and Parliamentary Determinas’
<, | ftion, left a futare Day fhould by any unfore=
« Teen Means, deprive the Legiflator of fo gol=i.s
3/ den an Opporunity (as the prefent is)to ex=
v | erttheir wifeft Endeavours in a Caule forwop=
_ thy of their beft Intentions. A RN
‘ . S o 9
P. §. As feveral Gentlemen feem defie
.~ rousof a fironger A&, than thofe at prefent
. in¥orce, for the Prefervation of ‘the Game,
"/ AMuppole the Tax hinted at in .thihPaper, ‘was
#  Eltablithed at five Pounds yearly for every Per=
: fon that kept Hounds, Beagles or Grey-hounds,
and forty Shillings yearly f%)r Pointers, Setters,
or Eruglifb Spanicls ; but_the Perfon keeping
Hounds, to be only fubje€t: to the large Tax,
The Fund arifing from hence, to be appro=
priated to the Inland Navigation, I fay, Que=
re, whether this would not put their Neigh-
bours in the Country in better Humour with
the Propofers and-the Game, than any other
penal Law or Qualification A&@. As the
Tax would be’volantary, and every jolly
Countryman that chofe to keep Hounds, and
pay the Tax, would then have a Right to
look on humfelf as a very ufeful Member to
Socicty, by contributing to fo ufeful 2 Work.
“This Fend added to what might with Proprié-
ty ‘be fpared now and then, from the Redun+
dancics of the Treafury, would foon com-
,—.ph%'t‘itbcfe ufeful Purpofes, « :
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