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A

L E T T E R
T  O T  H E

Gentry, Clergy, Freemen and 
Freeholders,

o  F  T  H E

C i t y  o f  D U B  LIN.
G.e n t l e m  e n ,

HA V I N G  told you I would trouble you 
with a fécond addreis, I am now to keep 
m y word : and the purpofe o f  it is no

more, than to take notice o f  the feveral objections 
I have heard made to me, upon the occafion o f  the 
prefent competition, for the honour o f  being your re- 
prefentative. W hen they are fairly laid before you, 
you will be the better able to ju d ge  o f their w’eight.

B u t *



B u t ,  before 1 go into them ,I cannot but remark, 
how very unworthily a very worthy gentleman, as 
M r. Dunn certainly is, has been treated by fome o f 
thofe, who would be thought to efpoufe his intereft 
warmly upon this occafion ; when they do in a m an
ner, depart from alm oil all confideration o f his per- 
fonal merit, though he has confeffedly fo m uch o f it ; 
and betake themfelves to objections againft me. O b 
jections founded on fa d s  notorioufly falfe ; or argu
m ents, to the low eil degree, difingenuous and falla

cious ; and, I am perfuaded, are known to be fuch 

b y  thofe who are the m oil forward in urging and 

fending them  forth.

W h e n  I fay this, I will do from m y Pen, what 
I m oil fincerely do from m y H eart, freely and ho
nourably acquit m y brother-candidate, as I do fome 
o f  his principal adherents, whom  I know , from all 

fufpicion o f  being concerned in practices fo very un

w orthy. I charge them  only upon thofe, who, for 

fome vile purpofes o f  their own, which they think 

they can promote by the event o f  this election go 

ing one w ay ; do, in the profecution o f  thofe pur
pofes, flick  at nothing. Perfons who care as little 

for M r. Dunn, as they do for his hum ble fervant ; 

and probably would not be m uch difpleafed to fee us 

both hanged.

B y  the firil objection, m y principles have been 
called in queition; and, by fom e, in term s more

ftrong
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ftrong than by others. T h is, I own, at firil fur- 
prized me ; as I was not confcious o f any thought 
that ever turned in my breaft, or o f  any word that 
ever fell from my lips, or o f  any one adtion o f m y 
life that could give the leaft room for any doubt a- 
bout them. But fince I am called upon to explain 
them, thefe they are.

T h e y  are no way in the extreme, but are pre- 
cifely upon the plan o f thofe, which were the princi
ples o f the ever-memorabiy great and good men ; 
who legally and conilitutiortally projected and pro
moted the excluding o f k ing James, at the latter 
end o f  king Charles the fecond’s reign : wifely fore- 
feeing, from fymptoms in his conduit (in which they 
were not deceived) that fhould he ever come to fit 
at the head o f  our conftitution, he would betray it i f  
he could. T h e y  knew  that they m uft turn him out 
i f  he ihould ever get there ; and therefore thought 
it beft to keep him out, in order to prevent the 
fhedding o f that blood which they feared m ight be 
fpilt in a conteil for their liberties. In this they 
failed, but they wrere not difmayed ; they ituck fa il 
to their pwrpofe, and when they found that that did 
happen which they forefaw would happen, thofe ve-* 
ry men, or fuch o f  them as were left, co-operating 
with others who had the fame principles, but, fome 
o f them, not the fame fagacity, turned out k ing 
James for his dilloyalty to the conilitution. Eut 
thefe principles, though they were eminently con- 
fpicuous in thof* times, yet they were not new. Rea-

A  3 fan
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fon had taught them, and every honeft mind had 
adopted them long before ; for upon thefe it was, 
that the great lord Falkland a£ted, when, aboiu the 
year 1641,  the beginning o f  t h o f e  times o f  dire ca

lam ity, lîfe coolly, firm ly and honeftly fet him felf to 
bring back and to eftablifh the true Britijh  conilitu- 
tion ; but meant to go no farther. T h e fe , which are 
m y principles, do neceflarily lead m e to that firm 
attachm ent which I have to his M ajeily  s govern
m ent, and m oil fincere affection to his perfon : for 
I look upon him  (as his royal father was moft de- 
fervedly looked upon before him) as one, who, ow
ing the eflablifhm ent o f  his throne to the free m ax

ims o f that conftitution which he is placed o\er for 
it’s protection, has ever, with the utm oil honour and 
fidelity, w atched over that facred depofit. A n d this 
declaration I m ake, free from  all fentim ents o f fer- 
vile adulation, and without any other expectations o f  
favour from him than are common to every true fub- 
;e£t. A s  to thofe, who a r e  not altogether o f  m y 
fyitem  in thefe m atters, this is m y w ay o f  think
i n g '  W h e re  the legiilature has found it requifite, 
for the fecurity o f  our governm ent, to put reftraints 
upon any particular fet o f  men ; I think thofe re- 
ftraints ought prudently, difcreetly and firm ly to be 
enforced as occafions may m ake it n eceffaiy: But 

as to thofe rights w hich the law has left to fuch m en, 
and to which fuch reilrid ion s do not extend, I think 

them  equally under the protection o f the law w ith 

thofe o f  any other fubjedt.

[ 6 ]
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K now  thefe to be my principles, and know them 
for fuch all ye that pretend ye did not know it, be
fore, that they were fo ; and know, befides^ tiiai by 
thefe I mean to ftand, and very fa il too, as long as Ï 
live, and will darry them with me to the grave. 
A n d if  thefe are m y principles, and m y aótions have 
always correiponded with them  \ if  I have m ade my- 
felf no party in your city-divifions, nor have been un
der the influence o f  any party, as ye know I have not ; 
i f  my publick conduit has been equal to you all, and 
m y demeanour in the civility o f  private intercour le 
has made no diftin&ion \ w hy have ibme bodies oi. 
men gathered themfelves together upon this occafion 
to m ake head againft me, united as againft a com
mon enemy ? A n d  why is it that ibme among ye 
have faid, that you thought you could not in con- 
Science vote for me ? For fhame, and for common 
decency, recall thofe words, ye  that have faid them , 
and let not your own ears hear you to utter them  
again ; there may be thofe fagacious enough, to give 
them a meaning which ye would not care to own.

T h e  next grand objection, is, T h a t I am your 
Recorder, and a lawyer. T h e  objection has two 
parts, I will coniider them  feparately. But before I 
take notice o f  them, I muft declare that I ihould not 
urge what I am now forced to do, as tending to give 
me advantages over my brother-candidate on ac
count o f  my accidental fituation ; were it not that the 
uncandidnefs o f  the obje&ion has made it necelTary

A  yfc. for



for me to do ib. A n d , as to m y being Recorder, i f  
you, gentlem en, w ho belong to the corporation o f  
this city, do at all times your duty in the filling up 
o f  that office, who is there fo fit as your Recorder, to 
explain and to aifert your rights in the great coun
cil o f  the nation. Such a one, by his office, m uil 
be fuppofed b eil to know  what they are : and from 
his courfe o f  ftudy, and way o f  life, the beft able 
to fet them forth to advantage. A ccord in gly, the 
inftances are, I believe, but rare ; I have not heard 
o f  one, where, when there was a vacancy, and 
your Recorder out o f  parliament, ye have paifed him 
by. Some o f  you have faid, that the Recorder 
fhould, indeed, be in parliament, but not for the 
city : So that by this reaioning, i f  M r. Fitzgibben, 
who is not in parliament, ihould defire to be your 

-Recorder (which I , a m  fure he has no thoughts o f  
ever doing) and fuch a one, as at ibme future 
tim e m ight be o f  a charafter very different from  
his, and yet be in parliament, was his com p etitor; 
you would, on your fyftem , accept o f  the latter, 
and rejedt M r. Fitzgibbon ; tho* no qualification 
were wanting in him to engage your higheíl con
fidence, but that w hich it was in your own power 
to give him , and you could not beilow  more wor- 
tiiily. I decline expoflng this ridiculous m axim  in 
the manner that it deferves becaufe I can guefs 
at the perion who principally has adopted it, and 
endeavoured to propagate it ; I have received lome 

perfonal civilities from  him, and therefore I fhali 

fpare him. T h u s  m uch I thought it neceflary to

fay,
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fay, in order to prevent a notion from prevailing, 
which may be prejudicial to the city at fome time 
hereafter, when ye fhall have a more worthy gentle
man in my place, and a lefs worthy one to oppofe 
him than fis the cafe in the prefent competition. 
Some have faid, that it was made a condition with 
me, and that I engaged upon my coming in to be 
Recorder, not to {land a candidate for the city. I 
deny it, and not only deny it, but do thus pub- 
lickly declare, and declare it to the honour o f 
thofe gentlemen who concurred in the appointment 
o f  me, that no terms or conditions whatever were 
fo much as infinuated to me to be complied 
with, in the courfe o f  my application for that office : 
and I cannot but be furprifed to hear that this 
has been faid by one, who is a citizen o f  note, 
and muft well remember, that when I waited on 
him upon that occafion, he was fo far from m aking 
any terms with me, that tho’ he made me profef- 
fions o f  his perfonal regards, he told m e he was 
not free, and could not ferve me, and gave me 
his reafons ; which, tho’ he has fince mentioned 
them to others, I ihall only do it to himfelf. I 
have, indeed, more than once, fince I have been 
Recorder, voluntarily made declarations o f  my pur- 
pofes as to this matter. I have faid, that if  any 
one o f  three particular perfons, whom I named, 
and who were materially inftrumental in bringing 
me into the office, fhould ever contend for tHç 
honour o f reprefenting the city, I ihould not be 
the perfon to dil'appoint them in their hopes, by

ftanding
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{landing in their w ay, upon that ground where 
they had fo great a fhare in placing me. I have 
likewile faid, I never would engage in a conteiled 
election for this city, nor did I mean to do it now : 
and the reafons I gave for takin g this refolution, 
were much the iame with thoie which I have given 
for my prefent conduit. T h a t  the R ecorder fhould 
reprefent the city in parliament, I think, a right 
thing, i f  he deferves to be trailed  ; but cannot 
think it right in him to engage in the ufual m e
thods o f  follicitation ; nor would you o f  fo great a 
city as this is, require it o f  him, or o f  any other, 
if  you ju d ged  well for your own In tereft.,

I have dwelt fo long upon this particular, that I 
had alm oil forgot the other part o f  the objection, 
w hich was m y being a lawyer ; and, how ihame- 
fu l an objection is it in thofe w ho m ake it ! 
D o  not your properties and all your rights, owe 
their protection to the laws o f  your country ? A n d  
who can ailiil you in the availing yourfelves o f 
that protection, i f  not they who have m ade the 
know ledge o f  thofe laws their peculiar iiu d y ? If 

they are not to be trailed , w hat a condition are 
y e  in ? Y o u  have nothing for it but to becom e lawyers 
yourfelves, and then, I am afraid, you ’ll be in a worfe. 
Beiides, how can you be fare, that, when any o f 

your rights are called in queilion, you will have 
righ t done you in ju d gm en t : fince they who are 
to determ ine upon thofe rights m u il have been 

lawyers before -, and m u il ilill be fo. But it is alm oil



as ridiculous a thing as the objection is, to go about 
to anfwer it ferioufly ; as if  their fidelity was the 
leaft to be depended on, whofe neceflary courfe 
o f  education, in order to be lawyers, m ull have 
taught them the true rules o f  right, juftice 
and equity, and the natural obligations which en
force the obfervance o f them, and fhew them 

to be fomething more than names.

But it is faid, that for a trading city a tra
der ihould be the reprefentative. T h e  words feem 
to run well ; let us fee how they will come out in 
the meaning. I have as much refpeit for the 
traders o f  this city, and indeed o f the whole k in g
dom, as any man can have ; I look upon them  
as a m oil ufeful and important body o f  men in 
fociety ; and if  the queftion upon fuch an occa- 
fion as this, was merely about the granting o f a 
favour -, there can be no doubt, but that, from a 
trading city, a trader ought to have the prefe
rence. But other confiderations may be neceffary, 
befides that o f  being a trader -, where the queftion 
is about the fitly placing o f a truft ; in the due 
execution o f  which, as well for capacity as in
tegrity, the citizens are fo highly interefted , not 
only as to their mercantile affairs, but as to a 

their other rights.

T h efe, gentlemen, are the main objections that

have been made to m e ; you are to judge ow
tar
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far they are well founded. T h e re  are, indeed) 
three others that have been mentioned, tho’ I 
cannot think they could have prevailed with 
m an y; however I will give them  an anfwer, and 
they require but a fhort one. T h e  firft is, that 
I, upon a certain public occafion, fpoke ill o f  the 
traders o f  the city. T h is  is an aiTertion not only 
without any foundation o f  truth, but had it’ s rife 
from  a declaration o f  mine, upon the occafion 
hinted at, which was directly contrary to what is 
afierted. T h e  next is, that, being confulted in 
m y profeilion by one or two o f the corporations 
upon fome points in their charters, I gave an o- 
pinion which they did not like. M y  anfwer to 
this is, that I gave them the b eil opinion I could 
fram e, upon the fulleft confideration I could give 
the points referred to m e, and after having got 
the beft information and aíliítance I could, to 
enable m e to form a right one ; and I fhould 
give them  the very fame opinion now. T h e  laft 
is, that fome o f  the traders o f  this town having 
lately had a promife extorted from  them  by their 
journeym en for the raifing o f  their wages, they 

applied to m e to know  whether they were bound 
to keep that promife -, I told them they ought 
to do it, but that they m ight punifh thofe 
journeym en for a combination, i f  they had evi* 
dence for it : m y anfwer, then to this objedtion, is, 

by owning the fad:. I will not enlarge m uch upon 
thefe two latter particulars, left I ihould be thought 
to bear too hard upon thofe few  who mention

them
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them as obje&ions to me. I would only wiilj 
them  to confider vvliether they amount to any 
more, than that they think me an honeft man : 
A n d  if  that be a reafon for their voting againft 
me, I do not fee how they can poflibly vote for 
Mr. Dunn, than whom there cannot be an ho- 
nefter.

T h e r e  are obje&ions o f a fcurrilous nature (for 
fome fuch I have heard) which I fhall not counte
nance fo far as to take the leaft notice o f  them ; 
they could be believed by none but fools, and fram
ed by thofe that are worfe. A n d now, my good 
friends, having iaid every thing about m yfelf that I 
wanted to fay, and m uch more than I defired to fay, 
let us part in good humour ; for thefe are m y laft 
words. I have given you a fcrap o f Latin  at the 
beginning o f this paper : M oft o f  you will underftand 
it, and thofe who do not, may be allured that there 
is no conjuring in it. T h e  words are honeft words 
and have nothing more in them than this plain 
meaning ; * T h a t  the beft fervice that can be done to 
one’s fellow-citizens is, to bring them back to their 
own right fenfes, i f  at any time they have departed 
from them.’ For when this is once done, they can 
do all the reft for themfelves ; and if they don’t, 
there is no one elle that can do it for them. T h e  
reafon w hy thefe words occurred to me, when I 
turned m y thoughts on you, m y fellow-citizens, was, 
my obferving a too great forwardnefs in you, to run 
yourielves intd parties and divifions, upon every oc-

cafion
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çafion that prefents itfelf. By this your city is kept 
from  flourifhing to that degree it m ight do, and 
yourielves and your families much the worfe for it.
I wonder you never found it out before, for it is very 
obvious, th a t while you are buftlm g thus in parties, 
you are only bringing in the harveft o f  fome other  ̂
which, when you have brought it in for him, he 
will not fufFer you to touch a grain o f  ; and your 
own is neglecting all the while. T o  be drawn into 
this, you m u il be deluded with fomething m ighty 
<iazling to your hopes -, which, very often, the nature 
o f  things m akes it impoflible that you fhould fuc- 
-ceed in ; and i f  you did, perhaps, you would not 
be the better for it. Y o u r harveft is your own indus
try in your feveral callings. I cannot fay it will m ake 
kin gs o f  you ; but it will do what, I think, is much 
better for y o u ; for, i f  you will take So!o?non’s word 

' for it, by this, you Jballfiand before kings and jha ll not 
he ajhamed ; befides, i f  you were all kings, I’m  afraid 
you would have no fubjeíts. I wifh, and m oil fin- 

cerely too, to fee you all profper and be happy ; but 
look ye upon what Solomon has recom m ended to 
you, to be the only means to m ake you io. By 
this only you can fecure your prefent peace and 
w elfare; and from  this alone can you, with any 
w ell-grounded hopes expeót, your further advance
m ent to higher ranks o f  life. I f  there fhould be 
any where am ong you, in your feveral quarters o f  
the town, thofe, whofe fpiiits are more warm  and 

aclive than is for theii own peace and for yours ;

liften

f
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liften to what they fay to you, if  it is worth the 
liilening to  ̂ but let your adting upon it not be, until 
after very cool confideration given it by yourfelves. 
Y ou  have moil o f  you heard o f the famous M r. Ad- 
difon i that he was a ftrong advocate for the people 
and for their liberties, and was therefore remarkably 
well attached to .his late majefty and his government. 
H e, in his much admired play o f Cato,, gives this lef- 
foji to his countrymen, and leaves it for poilerity. H e 
reprefents one Sempromus as having drawn in many 
o f  the lower rank o f  people, to favour fome purpofes 
o f  his own, that were not honeft, and to co-operate 
with him in the carrying them  into execution. T h e  
thing was difcovered before it came to any ripenefs, 
and he very dextrouily contrived to flip himfelf out o f  
the bufineia in good time ; and contrived it fo well, 
that he was the very perfon ordered to prefide at the 
execution o f thofe poor wretches, whom  he him felf 
had deluded v and thus, he fhews his love to them  for 
their confidence, and comforts them in their laft mo
ments : “  know, fays he, villains, that when fuch 
u paltry flaves as you prefume to m ix in faction -, if 
44 the plot fucceeds, they’ re thrown negleóted by , 
u  but i f  it fails, they’re fure to die like dogs.”  From  
thefe words you are to collect the precept which M r. 
Addifon meant to convey, and to m ake your own ap
plication o f it ; but I hope that none will carry that 
application farther than it is intended by me that they 
fhould do. For I do not fufpeót any one o f my fel
low citizens o f worfe defigns, than may be the refult 
o f  overwarmth, misjudging and indifcretion  ̂ but if

there
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there íhould be any ib unhappy as to be too much 
under the influence o f thofe failings, I would not have 
others to be mifled by them, to their own prejudice.

W h a t  I have iaid to you in the latter part o f 
this letter, which is principally direfted to thofe 
who are the members o f  the corporation o f  the 
city, and to all o f  them without diftindion ; is not 
a thing that firil came into m y thoughts upon the 
prefent occafion. I, long before, thought o f it ; and 
was determined to take the firil opportunity o f faying 
fomething to the fame purpofe to you. I take it for 
granted, that it will be cavilled at by fome ; but I 
ihall not be deterred from faying or doing what I 
think fitting for me to iay or to do, by cavils or 
any thing that may be ftronger.

A ll  I would have you to do upon the occafion 
now before you, is no more than this, T o  determine 
your choice upon the true and proper confiderations 
for the determining fuch a choice. W herever the 
lot falls, I ihall be the fame man I was before, am 
now, and mean to be hereafter. I f  the fuccefs ihould 
be my friend s, he ihall wear the honour you give 
him without envy from me ; if  mine, I ihall endea
vour to ihew m y gratitude, by ferving you to the beil 
o f  my power. So, gentlemen, once more alluring 
you o f  my beil wiíhes, I take my leave and am,

Dublin, Feb. 
22d. 1758.

Tour mojl obedient, and

tnojl humble Servant,

James Grattan.


