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Edward Loftus Elq;

FERI®AINFUL as the tatk muft
p P2 be, to trouble the Public with .
gf% e diffentions of a private nature,
I find myfelf under the difa-
greeable neceflity either of {0 doing, ot
of lying under an imputation, of all
others the moft grating to a gentleman.
My fole view in this is to affert my own
honour ; and, fortunate thould I efteem
myfelf, could I gain this important
point,
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point, without, at the fame time, ex-
pofing the unhappy mifbehaviour of a
perfon with whom I ever withed to live
well, and to fix whofe friendfhip has
been my conftant invariable endeavour.

The following fa@s will, Thope, con-
vince the Public of the propriety of my

. condu&t, and demonftrate the black in-

gratitude wlich has been returned to a
conftant and uniform feries of the moft
friendly and affectionate attions.

. Upon the death of the late Lord Vif-
count Loftus, my brother Nicholas Laf-
tus and I became entitled, under his
will, to a charge of 2000/ upon the
eftate of the Hon. H-n-y L-ft-5, which
we voluntarily, and without any confi-
deration whatever, remitted him, and
accordin Iy figned and perfeéted a deed
to that purpofe ; hoping thereby to give
him the moft fubftantial and convincing
proofs of our defire to continue upon
the beft footing of friendthip with him :
Further, I added to the 2000/ fuch

part
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part of the family plate left to me by
the faid will, as he chofe.

A&uated by the fame motives, I em-
ployed my intereft effectually to return
a member to Parliament of his chufing,
though in oppofition to Lord E/y.
And, during this period of fervices, a
moft friendly intercourfe fubfifted be-
tween us : He, H-n-y, in his {requent
vifits, making the warmeft acknow-
ledgments, and giving the ftrongeft af-
furances of a fuitable return.

H.n-y, having a difference with a
perfon in power, invited fuch of his re-
lations and friends as were in Parlia-
ment, to dinner : Being met, they were
feverally atked, Whether they would
fupport him againt faid Perfon? Two
only promifed; I was one. '

The day following I met him in the
Houfe of Commons, where, after ex-
prefling, in the ftrongeft terms, a moft
grateful fenfe of my fteady friendfhip

for him, he affured me, that whenever
a dif-
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a diffolution of Parliament fhould take
place, he would return me for a feat in

one of the family boroughs : This pro- |
mife was feverally repeated to my wife,

both by himfelf and Mrs. L-ft-s..

My brother and I, being burgefles of
the corporations of Feathard and Clon-
mines, immediately declared in his fa-
vour ; though we had repeated affuran-
ces from Lord E/y (through his Law-
agent, Mr. Hatton, and others of the
family) that, if we would ferve his
Lordfhip mn thofe corporations, he
would withdraw a caveat he had en-
tered, to prevent adminiftration being
Uranted us of the will of Lord Vifcount -
Loftzz.r and would further do every
thing i his power to ferve us. We
abfolutely refufed entering into any en-
gagement,. and, on that account, our
fuit in the prerogative court was pro-
longed near two years, until we obtain-
ed letters teftamentary by due courfe
of law, by which delay we fuftained
avery confiderable lofs.

Upon
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- Upon Lord EJ’s being called up to
the Houfe of Peers, a vacancy enfued in
Feathard ; 1, at the inftance of H-n-y,
(in letters which can be. produced)
" moved for the writ, and went down to
 the cle@ion : though in fo doing, I
_ a&ed in dire& oppofition to Lord E4’s

- recommendation. .

When Lord E/ came to town after
his father, Lord Loftus’s death, I had
many interviews with him, at which .
every advantageous offer was made
 that might induce me to declare in fup-
- port of his Lordfhip ; but as affetion
| fed me to fupport H-n-y, 1 refufed

complying with thefe propofals, and
~ even avoided any further conference,
" left he fhould entertain the {malleft
~ doubt or jealoufy of my fincere attach-
~ ment to him.

Y

i

" Thus far my zeal was anfwered by a
" falfe fhew of gratitude and efteem,
{ when the advancement of his fortune,
§ by the death of Lord Ely, immediate-
~ ly deprived him of all memory Ofbhi‘:
-‘ ¢

—
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beft friends, at leaft of me. He then
openly threw off the matk, and at once
renounced an acquaintance with me,
tho’ I folemnly affirm, I am not con-
fcious of ever having given the flighteft
caufe for {o doing, and in the fummer
following, H-n-y went to the county
of Wexford; and as it has fince ap-
peared, (tho’ utterly unknown to me
for a confiderable time after) pofted up
notices in' the boroughs of Clonmines
and Feathard (for each of which I
had been, for a confiderable time, a
Burgefs) that the faid corporation would,
on a certain day, proceed to ele& a
Burgefs in each corporation in my room ;.
he having thought proper, previous to
this, to have me disfranchifed by his
influence in the corporations for high-
crimes and mifdemeanors, as he alledged;
and proceeded at the fame time to dis-
franchife my brother Nicholas, who-
was a Burgefs of Clonmines, afligning
the fame caufe. Thus adding the moft

arbitrary and illegal aQions to his ingra-
titude.

Thus
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- Thus matters continued from Lord

~ Ely’s death in Odlober 1766, till an

. event happened, which occafioned my

- writing him the following letter.

ETTER 'L

SIR, DugLriN, Feb. 16, 1768

i NOTWITHSTANDING you have
N 14

been pleafed for fome time

‘¢ paft, to behave to me with the ut-
““ moft diftance and negle®, I cannot
““ avoid doing myiclf the juftice of cal-
‘““ ling upon you to fulfil an engage-
““ ment you voluntarily entered into the
¢¢ laft {feifion, that whenever there was
‘¢ a diffolution of this prefent parlia-
““ ment, you would return me for a
““ feat in one of the family boroughs ;
¢¢ this you promifed me unfolicited in
‘¢ the Houfe of Commons, and as I
‘¢ have taken every opportunity of pur-
¢¢ chafing
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< chafing your friendfhip and regard,

¢« and am not conicious of having; in

¢« any fingle inftance, fail'd of having.
¢ aéted uniformly for your advantage
} ¢¢ and intereft; and as a tie of honour

5 ¢¢ is the moft binding obligation upon

<< a gentleman, I expe@ you will per-

9 ¢¢ form your promife, as there is nothing

s ¢¢ I more ardently wifh for, than that

<« your condué¢t towards me may be

¢¢ fuch, as to allow me to continue my

¢¢ good withes for you, and am,

S IR,
‘T'o the Honourable

Henry Loftus, Efq; ;
St. JamesHigofice. Your very obedient,

Houfe, London.

humble fervant,

T, .

Edward Leftus.”

This not being anfwered, I repeated
the Charge ; as follows.

| LETTER
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! T the Hon. H-n-v L-r1-5, Efg;

Sackville-Street, 20th March, 17682
SIR,

P O N the bill’s paffing for Ii-

“ {J miting the duration of Parlia-

~ ““ ments, I took the earlieft opportuni-
.~ ““ ty of applying to you, by a letter di-
- ““ re@ted to St. James’s Coffee-Houfe,
¢ which I am inclined to believe hath

‘¢ mifcarried ; otherwife I might have

g hoped for an anfwer, before this.—It

¢ was to remind you of an engagement

~ “ you voluntarily entered into, ‘the laft

- “¢ Seffion, that,  whenever there was a

- *¢ diffolution.of the prefent Parliament,

- ¢ you would return me for a {feat for

. ““ one of the family boroughs: This

~ “ you promxfcd me, ‘unfolicited, i the

, ‘< Houfe

* This was written upon his landing in Jreland.
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¢« Houfe of Commons : And, as I have
<< taken every opportunity of purchafing
<¢ your friendfhip and regard, and am
<« hot conicious that I have, in any fin-
<« gle inftance, failed of haying acled
< uniformly for your advantage and
< intereft, I hope, you’ll favour me
¢¢ with an anfwer j=—and am,

ST
Your very obedient
humble fevant,

Edward Loftus,

An anfwer was fent for, March the
23d, at eight o’clock in the morning,
~ Mr. L-ft-s was in the country.

Sent the 24th. Got for anfwer : Mr.
L~ft-s not at leifure fince he recetved
the letter ; when he was, would {end
one.,

Sent
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Sent the 25th. Anfwer. Mr. L-ft-5
- was in the country.

" Sent the 28th, at feven in the even-
- ing. Mr. L-ft-s was bufy, and had com-
~ pany. My fervant defired to know
- when he thould call for an anfwer.
The fame was returned ; that he was
bufy, and had company.

It may be readily granted, that he
- would not have pradlifed thofe poor
- fubterfuges and affeéted delays, had he

. not been fenfible of a preceding pro-

~ mife.

At laft T received the following an-
- fwer.

B 2 LET-
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LETTER L

For Mr. Ebpwarp Lortus.

SIR

HA V E recewed your letter of

<« B the 20th of this month ; but did
‘¢ not receive thag, you fay y-ou WwWrote to
““ me to Londom. -1 am quite a ftran-
¢¢ ger to your having afted in the way
““.you memntion ; as I know not how
¢¢ you have aéted for the purchafing my
¢¢ friendthip, or where you have aéted
‘¢ uniformly for my advantage or inte-
¢ reft. You likewife charge me with
¢¢ a promife, I could never have had a
‘¢ thought of making to you, of bring-
‘“ingyouin for a {eat in Parliament for
““one of the family boroughs : This
“““'was a point I refufed complying with
‘“in the life-time of my father; asl
‘¢ thought
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“¢ thought it would have been /bameful
“ to have been reprefented by you;
¢¢ and, what I refufed to him, I never
“¢ could think of granting to you. Any
‘¢ influence I may have, centers in one
‘¢ borough. — I hope Lord E/4 has in-
¢¢ fluence in fome others : But I fhall
‘¢ not think of recommending you to his
~ “¢ lordfhip : If you think that he is un-
~ ‘¢ der any obligations to you, for any
‘¢ {fupport you may have given to him,
¢¢ you.are at liberty to apply to him.

Cavendiih, Iam,
March 29. 1768.

Your humble fervant,

e " T o s LR L R

H-n-y L-ft-s5.”

. 'The c¢andid reader will obferve in
the fingular ftile of this elaborate epi-

ftle, a degree of infolence and rudenefs,
B 3 utterly
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'. tcrly inconfiftent with the charadter
~ of a gentleman, and fuch as my bgﬁa-u
‘._[ ~ viour towards Mr. L-ft-s, in no' wife
~ merited; nor is it furprizing, that his

_F ears, naturall arifing from a confci-
: y &

- eufnefs of what trecatment he deferved
at my hands, fhould lead him to inter-
-pret the follaow:ng letter as a chal-
. lenge.

LETTER 1V

To the Hon. HQN-Y L-¥1-s, Efy;

.
‘f":, i

SI&‘

‘REeceivep, late laft night, your
letter ; and fhall not, at prefent
“ ammadvert on the extraordmary_
‘¢ treatment you have given me; as
¢ Thope' youw’ll recollect younfelf. ‘by
,,,“ twelvc 'clock next Tbmj/day
* Wthh
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which time, T hope and expe& to heaftf
from you. ¥

%

I am,

Sackville-Street,
Tuefday, 2 o’clock, 18 | R,
March 29. 1768.

Your humble fervant,

Edward Loftus.”

On Thwfday morning, March the

- ;..'

twelve, Mr. Sheriff Beoyd came to my
houfe, and' informed. me, 'in the pre-
fence of Major Waring (who happened

that the Lord-Mayor did, by him,
bind me over to the peace, having re-
ceived a letter from a perfon of dif-
tinétion, acquainting his Lordfhip, that
the above lines contained a challenge.

This letter. the Sheriff refufed to pro-
duce; but I bave fince been informed,
- that Mr:. H-n-y L-ft-5s fhewed this
tremendous billet to a gentleman, who
(5 ) procured

-

" Q"_'?-‘

{.‘ :““'
Via

31ft, between the hours of cleven and =+

accidentally to be with me upon a vifit) -




[ 20 ]
procured the arreft ; which produced
the following letter.

L EYERIT BaRa "N

Sackville-Street, April the 1ft, 1768.

STR,

¢ CANNOT exprefs my furprize
3¢ Iat being put yefterday mornirg
¢ under an arreft, by the Sheriff of
“ Dublin, wupon the prefumption that
¢¢ 1 had called you to account, and that
‘¢ an affair was to be determined im-
“ mediately between us; however I
““ might be juftified for fo doing, it was
‘¢ not fa¢t, and nothing but your own
““ FE ARS could have interpreted my
¢ Jaft letter in that way ; but I am
“¢ equally bound up now, as if it was.

-~

¢¢ I'am therefore under the neceflity
of taking this only method leftin my
power of expoftulating upon the
very fingular letter I received.

“ You

é

L)

€C

$
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¢ You fay you know of no obliga-
tions you lie under to me: Did I
not remit you a Sum of 2000/, im-
mediately after my father’s death, to
the prejudice of my family, and gra-
tify you in every wifh you could ex-
prefs, in my power. Icall upon you
to declare, if you did not promife
‘me in the Houfe of Commons, to
bring me in for a feat for one of the
Family Boroughs, whenever the bill
thould pafs for limiting the duration
of Parliaments ; and be affured, Sir,
that if that promife be not immedi-
ately fulfilied, I fhall lay before the
Public the whole. tranfattions that
have paffed between us ; nor fhall I
ever acquiefce under the wrongs I
have f{uftained : I have felt them ;
they are unparrallelled ; and T fhall
never ceafe to do myfelf that juftice
my condu&t has entitled me to.

I am,

To the Honourable § I R,
H-n-y L-ft-s, Elq;

Y our humble fervant,

Edward chms--
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It now remains to apologize to the
Public for troubling them with this nar-
rative. It was neceflary indeed for my
own vindication ; my honour, which
I muft ever hold dear, is concerned ;
and, I flatter myfelf, that the above
indifputable faéts will have their due
weight with the impartial ; to whofe
confideration they are fubmitted, by

Their obedient

humble fervant,

Edward Loftus.









