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IN the OracLe of Wedneﬂé}@ﬁober 311t

and feveral other London Papers of the preceding
the following Note fiom Mr. GRATTAN

day,
appeared.

¢ TwiCKENHAM, OCTOBRER 29.
" « To the nonfenfical and falfe charge againft Mr.
GRATTAN, in 2 publifhed refolution of the Guild of
Merchants of Dublin, affeting moft untruely to found
itfelf on legal evidence, to which falfehood and folly
they have fct the Seal of their Corporation, Mr.
G2aATTAN only obferves, that the charge is falfe and
ponfenfical ; he adds, that the remofe and unfopport-
ed charge againft him, contained in the ftatement of
the evidence before the Committee of the Irifh Houle
of Lordsis in every material part totally without

foundation.”
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% not becaufe I allow that the

Wy

Fhe following Letter appeared in

have beett extiremel

the London Courier of the gth
Sux and OrAcuE.of the
d much curiofity and eon-
whofe political. fame has -
oppofite viciffitudes in popu-
the Publither feels that he fhall fatisfya very ge-
g itin this form before the public. '

November, inftant ;—and alfo in the
following Day »—Aas it has excite
verfation, refpecting 3 Gentleman,
at different times experienced very
lar eftimation,
neral wifh, by layin

TOTHE EDttrott‘ OF "THE COURIER.
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SIR,

I RisorT toyour Paperto communicate a letter
;ions of perfons in Ireland, who

y bufy 10 their attacks on me,
¢ abfolute filence, noOr yet

to certain delerip

and who.deferve no
muchatotice.

t!? e . ; .

I choofe to begin with that rank which T red

Apet moft, the Merchants; aud were thofe per-

fons ufing the name of that Corporation the mer-

eantile body of Dublin, I fhould be forry indeed s
whole body, muzh

-



as I refpeét them, could, by a fcandalous proceed-
ing, bear down my charaéler, but becaufe T thould
be afflited that by fuch a proceeding they had
forfeited their own. [ feel myfelf fo linked and
connecled with every thing w!ich belongs (o the
great body of the People of Ireland, that a com-
prehenfive defcription of them' could not, by any
1njuftice, difgrace itfelf, without involving_lhcir
natural friend and advoeate in their degradation.
Happy am I, however, that the perfons in quef
tion are no more the merchants of Duoblin than
they are the People of Ireland ; on the contrary,
that they are an inconfiderable gathering, alluat-
ed by what tolly or facion I care not, who have,
in the charge againft me, uttered' not only what
cannot bz true; but what is recorded to be falfe -
they have faid, that they have legal evidence that
I was concerned in the late Rebellion, and the
only matter they could have had before them was
the Report of the Committee of the Irifh Lords,
which is n6 legal evidenee of any charge what-
ever againft me; and which, if i were, 1s not
evidenee of that crime—fy that thofe men, calling
taemfelves the Guild of Merchants of Dublin,
have afforzed, publithed, and fealed, a felf convid-
ed faliehood, | lameat to be forced to ufe fuch -

words, aud yet they are the mildelt words fuch a
| condud



(45}

eondud deferves, and myp be urderflcod by
them and applied 16 ther 1n a fenfe the mofi yn.
meafured, and the mofi unqualified.

To the Corporation of Dublia I with to fay a
word:  They are not the Citizens of Dablin—
they are not even 2 confiderable part of them,
and they never fpoke their fpitit nor their feut-
ments ; but as they have the honour of apper-
taining to the City, they are entitled (o a degree
of attention ; and the beft method of fthewing'i,
is by advifing them to be lefs fond of difplaying
themfelves on €very occafion.. There are cafes
where their exeriions are proofs of their folly,
and where their repofe would be an argument of
their wifdom. AJ) Miniflers, all men i power,
all clerks, and the whole mob and rabble of ke
Court, have been fo fweltered with their charms,
that it now requires a more than popular appa.
tite to encounter their embraces ; but very lit-
tle fhare of philofophy to endure their difpleafure,
They ever wait on the wink of power 1o praife or
perlecute, and to blemifh a reputation by unjuft
calumoy, or unmeaning panegyric. Wik ref-
peét to them—wiih refpect to the other Corpora-
tons—with refped 1o al| perfons adopring fimi.
lar proceedings, I am inclined to attribute much
defs to malice, and much more to folly—a good

deal



of 1us underﬁanding. AY S
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1 ought mot 10 be angry wiih-_ thefe men; be-
e of the few of s Majefly’s fub-

caufe | am on
. charges, even if they were

jetts, whom thel
echoed “as’ they are reprobaéeq by
could fiot affedt, .nd who might receive a thot-
fand fuch fhafis on the Thield of charaéter, not
with indignaxion,' not with contempt, but with
ad poiited forgivenefs, the relultofa proud

calma
fuperiority; founded on my fervices and their 11-

To be angry with fuch men WEre io be
dezraded. ©n the fubjelt of the charge I will
make N0 explanation 10 them. 1 bave faid thus
nuch'to them, and they deferve much more ;
bat F*am mot 10 the habit of reproaching avy
1y Fellow-citizens = if their mortifi-

juﬁicc. "

poriion of n
caion were the wifh of my heart, 1 would refer
them to the snveltives of fome of bis Majefly's

Rlinriters.
\ere 1t not robbing Heaven of their ime, I
would “fay afew words to the Dolors. They
have judged, they have condemned ; but they
firoot 10 i1y, they forgot 10 inquire. Pindaric
Pociry 1 admire; yet, defire not 1o be tried by
Piudaric Juftice. But Divine men have privi-
12 es over ‘e moral order of things, and 1D the

kol

my country, .
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holy way may fpurn the vulgar bonds of equiy,
and pedant rules of evidence; perhaps the fable
Buckler of Divinity is not always Court prosf—
up and. down, exalted and detefled, his piQture
high, his perfon juft not kanged ; mildnels and
Fitzwilliam ; coercicn and toriure—do 1 niention
thefe things to condemn the lcarued Pofors?

" No. But may I congratulate the memerycf'mad

Athens and tempeltuous Rome, who.find a pious
fhade calt over their infanitiespby. atvexample of
more than Republican inconftaucy, in the in-
flance of grave, orderly, regular folid, and moft
excellent Clergymen. I affure them; I am not
their enemy, though they’may be mine. But
that is not the cafe with“another defcription of
men, with whom I.fhould be afbamed to dif-
courfe 1n the fame tone of temper and moderation

" =—=] mean that Irifh faétion, which is the fecret

mover of all (his calumny and all this injuflice—
they fland at the-head of a bloody combination—
I look on them as the caufe of every evil that has
of late fallen on their country. I proteft I do not

_Lnow a fa&wn which, confidering the very {mall

meafure of their credit and ability, bas done fo
much mifchief to their King and Coumr} They
Opp?f?&l the reftoration of the Conftitution of Ire-
land’y they afierwards endeavoured to beiray and
nnqlermme it ; they introduced a fyfiem of cor-
mgpnon unknown in the annals of Parliament ;

they
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they then proclaimed that corruption fo»loud-ly-,
fo fcandaloufly, and fo broadly, that ¢ne ofthem
was obliged to deny in one Houfe the notorious
expreffions he had ufed in another. They acom-
panied thefe offences by an abominable petulance
of inve@ive uttered from time to time againft the
great body of the Pecple of Ireland, and having
by fuch proceedings and fuch difeourfe loft their
affeQion, they reforted to a {yftem of coercion to
fupport a fyftem of torture attendant n a confpi-
racy of which their crimes was the cau fe. And
now their country difplaysa moft extraordinary
contelt, where an Englifhman at the head of its
Government ftruggles to fpare the Irith People,
and an Irifh faéion prefles to fhed their blood.—
I repeat it, I donot know a fallion more dange-
rous, more malignant, or more fanguinary.

I am ready to enter into a detail of all this:
enough at prefent to fay, that I have been forced
to write thus much, becaufe I have no opportu-
nity of vindication but the Prefs, and no Prefs

but that of England.
I fhall conclude by affuring that fadtion, that

I am apprized of their enmity, and fhall wait to
meet their boftility ; hoping, however, that they
may mnot be my Judges, or their blood hounds
my Jury. Atall events, if fuch a faction be per-
mitted to dominate in Ireland, I had rather fuffer
by its injuftice than live under its oppreffion.

EN '
TWiC]f-enham.'N,_;.v. a. Ha.ll\ RY GRATTAN.



