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IN the O r a c l e  o f  W ednefday October 31ft. 

and feveral other London Papers of the p r e c e d i u g  

day, the following Note f i o m  M r .  G r a t t a n

appeared.

i« T w i c k e n h a m ,  O c t o b e r  2 9 .

“  T o  the nonfenfical and falfe chaige  againft M r .  

G r a t t a n ,  in a publiflied refolution o f  the G u ild  .of 

M erch an ts  o f  D u b l i n , afte ftin g m o ftu n tru ely  to found 

itfe lf  on legal evidence, to  w hich  falfehood and M  y 

they have fet the Seal o f  their Corporation M r  

G  x ,TT AN  only obferves, that the charge .s fahe and 

nonfenfical ; he adds, that the remote and u n fu p p o .t-

ed charge againft h im , contained in the f o m e n t : o f
the evidence before the Com m ittee o f  the In fh  H cu .e 

o f  L ord s is in  every material part totally w ithout

fou n d ation ."



Î î n the T on don C o u rie r  o f  the 9 th  

The f o l lo w in g  L e t te r  a p p e l é e  ■ ^  Q r a c l e  o f  the

N o v e m b e r ,  m u c h  cu r io f i ty  n nd  con-

fo l lo w in g  D a y  “ A  . p o l i t ic a l  fam e  lias

„ „ , l  w i l h ,  b ,  la y in g  i l  1»  t i u  to rn , t a f o r .  . 1«  * > « * • .

t o t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  c o u r i e r .

S i r , * \

I R e s o r t  ,o  your Paper to communicate a letter

,o  certain 4 # r i p t i o u s  o f  perlons to Ire,and, » .  
have b?eo extremely bu fy  in their attacks on me 
, „ a  who defervc not abfolute Glence, nor yet

m u c h  n o t i c e .

!  c W C e  to begin with that r a n k w h ic h ![ r e ,

fpe ii moll, the M erch an ts ; and 
fons ufing the name o f  that C orpora tor, the me 

t  m ileb o d y  o f  Dublin, 1 f t o u l i  be f u r r y « t e d ,  
not becaufe 1 allow  that the « h o le  bo y, ml.-
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as Í refpea them, could, b) a Icandalous proceed­
ing, bear down my charafler,but becaufe I ibould

be afílifíed that by fuch a proceeding they had 

forfeited their own. I f e d  m y fe l f  fo linked and 

connefíed with every  thing wr ich belongs to the 

great body o f  the People o f  Ireland, that a com- 

prehenfive defcription ofthem could  not, by any 

injuflice, di 'grace itfelf, without in v o lv in g  their 

natural friend and advocate in their degradation. 

Happy am I, however,  that the perfons in quef- 

uon are no more the merchants o f  Dnblin than 

they are the People o f  Ireland ; on the contrary, 

that they are an in.onfiderable  gathering, afluat- 

cd by what folly  or fatfiou I care not, who have, 

m the charge againft me, uttered not only  what 

cannot bz true, but what is recorded to be falfe • 

they have laid, that they have legal evidence that’ 

was concerned in the late Rebellion, and the 

on ly  matter they could have had before them was 

the Report o f  the Committee o f  the h iih  l o r d ,  
" H *  is no legal evidcnee o f  auy - t:

' aga' nft m' '  a” d * K c h ,  i f  itwere_ is not
evidence o f  that c n , „ e _ f o  tha! thofe men>

« e m i e l v H  the G u i ld  o f  Merchants o f  D ublin"

T f )  r t '  M e d ,  a f i/ f  convie’.
■ 1 . ' ame:‘t <» be 'oeced to ufe fuch 

au lhc>’ are ‘ he mildeit wotds fuch a

con d u d



i  s  )

«ondufl defcrves, , „ d ,„ml bc underlU-uj (_

"  a “ J  ' °  m  * f c n f c lh e  nu 
meafured,  and the moft unqualified.

T o  the C orp orat ion  o f  D ub lin  I wiih to fa,. a 
» ord  : J  hey  a r e  n o t  t h e  c i t U e u s  o f  D o b Iin _

• h j  are  not even  a eonftderable  p a n  o f  then,,

' J  ' M e  >heir fp i . i t  nor thcir  reuti.
■nents ; bn,  a ,  th e ,  h a v e  the h o n o u r  o f  a r p e r-  

a u m . g  to the C ity ,  they  are entit led ,o  a  d e c r e e

o f  a t t e t m o n ;  and the bed , „ « h od o f  Q , e . i „ g  it>

‘ I’ ™  '0  be lefs fo n d  o f  d i f p l a y i , »
thcmfclves on e ie ry  oeeaíion T ’ 1 r# cry occaiioni^ There arc cafo*

re th e ,r  e I er,tons a r e  proofs o f  their  fo lly .

a n d  Where their  repofe  w o u l d  be at, arg „ m c n ,  o f

. "  rd° " ' -  A "  M iu W e rs ,  all  men in p o w c r ,

t le rk s ,  an d  , ho «-hole m o b  and  ra b b le  o f  the

C o u r t ,  have  been fo f i l t e r e d  ,vi,h their  ch a r , , . .

that „  n o w  r e q u ir e s  a m ore  than p o p u la r  app ._

■ e to e n c o u n te r  their  e m b races  ; b u t  v e r y  l i û

e (hare o f  p h l lo fo p h y  to e n d u r e  their d ifp le a fu re .

e v e r  watt on  the w in k  o f  p o w e r  to p ra ifc  or

perfeeute,  and to ble.nifl ,  a reputation b y  „ „ M

calumoy or unmeaning panegyric. With ref. 
P=a to ,h e .u _ w i,h rer„ci) „  , hc olher [
,  °  *  " h rer' , e a  “  * »  Perfons adopting f,„,i

1 am i n c l i n e d , o  a t t r i b u t : ; '

1  ; 'o  “  J  ” ' « h  more to f o l l y - ,  g o o ,j

deal



. ,  e_ a good deal tofervilîty, and 
ded  in.. perfecting fpiru, b> wn.ch
, d h a t l « ,  P ^  ai UK « p e n c e
the i i i ' id i  mind thews usdevo

of hs uaierftanding.

t .  he an^ry w ith tbefe men, be-

1 ° y §  ° !  o ^ b e  few of bis Majefty s f - b *
caufe i am one Oi tb  ̂ ^  . f lbey were

j e fts, w b ° m  ibeir by my country,

echoed as ibey aï V receive a thou-
c o u ld  not a f e a ,  and A m & e r , not

* *  fuch (hahs ° nn * ; " r  l t e n . p t ,  but with 
v u h  in d i g n a t i o n ,  f  p r o u d

f a ! '11 pointed f o , . v e o e M t e £ »  ■

^ n o r ú v ,  founded on n ^  -  „  b e

degraded, ^  j  bave fald thus

m a i e  no tb deferve much more ;
m n c b t o  them, reproathiug any
W  1 a*n not ,n the kab.t 01 J  ^
V * * *  o f - F r ^  I * » U  rcfC'
± : r t e a i , e S of t a e o f hisM a3e«yV

" I S  « *  robbing Heaven of  theit time I

• a few w o r d s  to the D oc.or .  • )
;  , v „  have condetnned ; but the>

b-ive  ju c ig ed ,  th > . QU\re . P in d a r ic

fo r g o t  t o  try, t b e y  01§°* g nQt lQ b e  t r ie d b y

P ô e ir y  l  adnm e ; yet h ave  p r i v i -

l i u d a r i c  Juftice.  B a t  a a d  in  the
1_-C5 o v e r  tb e  m o ra l  o rd er  o * * 0 > ^

( 6 ) **,- '  '



h o ly  w a y  m ay fpurn  the v u lg a r  bonds o f  equity,  

and pedant rules o f  e v id e n c e ;  perhaps the Tabic 

B u c k l e r  o f  D iv in ity  is not a lw a y s  C o u rt  p r o o f —  

u p  and d o w n ,  exalted  and detefted, his picture 

h ig h ,  his perfon juft  not har.gtd ; m i l d n d s  and 

F i t z w i l l i a m  ; coercion a n d t o r .u r e — do 1 mention 

thefe things to condem n the learned D o l o r s  ? 

N o .  B u t  may [ congratulate  the m em ory o f  m ad 

A th ens  a n d  tempeftuous R om e, who  f ind a pious 

fhade eaft o v e r  their  infanities, by an e x a m p le  o f  

m ore  than R e p u b l ic a n  inconftaney, in the in -  

flance o f  grave,  o r d e r ly ,  re g u la r  fo lid ,  and m oil  

ex ce l le n t  C le r g y m e n .  I affure them, I am n et  

their enem y, thou gh they m a y  be mine. But 

that is not  the cafe with another defcription c f  

men, w i t h  w h o m  I ih ould  be  ail amed to dif- 

cou rfe  in the fame tone o f  temper and snoderatioa 

— I mean that Iriih faction, w h ic h  is the fecret 

m o ve r  o f  all  this c a lu m n y  and all this  iujuftice—  

they  Hand at the head o f  a b lo o d y  com b in ation —  

1 lo o k  on them as the caufe o f  e v e r y  e v i l  that has 

ot late fallen on their  cou ntry .  I protell  I do not 

k n o w  a faóHqn w h ic h ,  confidering the v e r y  fmall  

m ealure oi: their  credit  and ability, has d one  fo 

m u ch  m if c h ie f  to their K i n g  and C ou ntry .  T h e y  

op p ofed  the reftoration of  the Conli itu t ion  o f  Ire ­

la n d  ; they afterwards en d eavo ured  to b e ira y  and 

u n d e r m in e  it ; they in trod uced  a fyftcm o f  c o r ­

ru p tio n  u n k n o w n  in the annals o f  Parliament ;

they
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they then proclaimed that corruption fo lo udly ,  

ib fcandaloufly, and fo broadly, that one o fth em  

was obliged to deny in one Houfe the notorious 

expreffions he had ufed in another. T h e y  acora- 

panied thefe offences b y  an abominable petulance 

o f i n v e i l i v e  uttered from time to timeagainft the 

great b ody  o f  the People o f  Ireland, and having 

b y  fuch proceedings and fuch difcourfe loft their 

affe&ion, they reforted to a fyfiem o f  coercion to 

fupport a fyilem o f  torture attendant ©n a confpi- 

racy o f  which their crimes was the caufe. A nd 

n o w  their country difp lays  a moil extraordinary 

conteft, where  an Engliihman at the head of its 

G overnm ent ftruggles to fpare the Iriih People, 

and an Iriih fa&iou ‘preffes to ihed their blood.—  

I repeat it, I do not know  a faflion more dange­

rous, more malignant, or  more fanguinary.

I am ready to enter into a detail o f  all  this : 

enough at prefent to fay, that I have been forced 

to write thus much, beeaufe I have no opportu­

nity o f  vindication but the Piefs,  and no Prefs

but that o f  England.
I {hall conclude by affuringthat faction, that

I  am apprized o f  their enmity, and (hall wait to  

meet their hoilility ; hoping, however, that they 

may not be my Judges, or their blood hounds 

my Jury. At all events, i f  fuch a fadtion be p er­

mitted to dominate in Ireland, I had rather fuffer 

b y  its injuitice than live under its oppreifton.

H E N R Y  G R A T T A N .
Twickenham, Alov. 9.


