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D u b l in , November 20, 1798»

S I R ,

As you have been pleafed to addrefs the 

G u ild  o f  Merchants— Corporation o f the City—  
and the U niverfity  o f Dublin— through the 
channel o f a Britiih print, you will pardon 

m y noticing you through the medium o f  an 

Iriih one.— W e may have our mutual reafons 

for the adoption.— You may wiih to attack in 
a kingdom where you are not known, and I 
may wiih to parry in a kingdom where you are.

------ In the former, you might juftly hope to

fink your political charadler in your literary
A  ' expertnefs;



expertnefs ; but in the latter, an unequivocal 
intimacy with both precludes you from a 
chance o f  profiting by any ignorance o f  the 
one, or any adlivity o f the other ; and as the 
Courier has done you the irreparable injury of 

publifhing your Letter, I truft he will be im
partial enough to make you the only atone
ment in his power, by copying mine.

You might ilill have enjoyed the advantages 
o f  o'bfcurity, amidfl the great body of the 
Engi’ ih Nation, but that the celebrity of your 
evidence at Maidftone oihciouily introduced 
you to their notice ; and the favourable im- 
preffion they muit now reccive from the pub
lication o f your Paragraph and Letter, (with 
the feveral Anfwers thereto,) will probably 
create an intimacy as lafting as your life ; 
and I can affure you, that your publications 
leave in Ireland not one doubt refpefting you, 
fave as to the iituation o f your underftanding ; 
and, in Great Britain, no doubt whatfoever as 
to your literary capacity.

But perhaps you will think me too partial to 
you, when I declare, that I ihould attribute the

rhapfody
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rhapfody o f  your ilile rather to the forenefs o f  
your pride, than the overflowing o f  your folly, 

but that the unparalleled incoherence  o f i'ome 
paiTages cultivates a ftrong ground o f  conjec

ture ; and almoft induces me to doubt the cha- 

ritablenefs o f  riiking any expreffion which 
might tend to increafe the malady.

However, as you f e e m  to court a w a r  o f  
A \ o r d s ,  it is p r o b a b l e  that your next  Paragraph 
or Letter m ay determine the true ftate o f  your 
fituation ; and, until then, I (hall b e  inclined 

to a d o p t  your own expreflion to the G uild  o f  

M erchants, “  That a t p rç fen tyou deferve not ab- 

"  folute Jile n ce , nor yet much notice”

Y o u r Paragraph in the Oracle, o f  the 29th 
ot Oétober, does fo much honour to your 
judgment and difcretion, that any eulogium o f  

mine muft be fquandered on fo finiihed, and

io convincing, a performance ; and, therefore, 
it T notice it at all, the only courfe left me is 

to criticiie on its defe&s, which a v îr y  few 
words w ill fu lly  perform, and which fuch an 

ingenuous author, as you are, muft difintereft- 
edly admire.

A s  In
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In that argumentative Paragraph you very 

fhrewdly affert, that “  the nonfenftcal and falfe 

“  charges brought againfl you, by the Guild o f 
“  Merchants, are not grounded on legal evidence ;

__and then, with equal fhrewdnefs, and more
ingenuity, you produce the moft extraordinary 

and convincing fpecies o f legal evidence, to 
difprove their charge, and eftabliih your own 
innocence, that forenfick expertnefs could, by 
poffibility, give birth to— namely— you pro
duce yourfelf as your own witnefs, and give 
decifive teftimony in your own favour, by fur
ther afferting, “  That the charge is falfe and 

“  nonfenftcal, and that it is remote and unfup- 
“  ported; a n d  that therefore the Corporation have 

“  put their feal to falfhood and fo lly . —  No 
doubt, this is moft eligible evidence to juflify a 
politician in his own opinion; but I much 
fear the reafoning part o f the nation will lay, 

that it is not quite fo legal as that which it af- 

fumes to anfwer.
♦ ̂ r  A * * ' 9

Quære------will much doubt be entertained

whether the feal of the Corporation, or (the 
late Right Honourable) Henry Grattan’s iigna- 
ture, has been affixed to the greater folly, or 

the mere remote afjfertion ?
But

6



A s  Nelfon and Hughes, who had the af- 

furance to accufe you before the Iriih Lords, 
did not rely Jolely on their feals or their fig- 
nature, it happened moil fortunately for your 
character, that their accufation was corrobo

rated only b y  oath ; whilfl your juüification 
has been ( more legally) certified upon ho

nour.

However, as I fear the Britifh and Iriih 
nations are too l'olid and fulky to be convinced 

b y  the moil exquifite ingenuity, i f  it has not 

fome fenfe or argument to embelliih it, I  ap
prehend you had better handiomely give up 
the Paragraph at once, and try if we can have 
better fuccefs in commenting on your Letter.

But i f  I fhould continue the fame ftile o f  ap
probation and panegyric on your Letter, which 

I  have ufcd to your Paragraph, we might jufliy  
be fufpe&ed o f  being in collufion to impole 

upon the public, and therefore I ihall now af- 

f e d  to proceed under colour o f a more ferious 
animadverfion ; though 1 truil you will 

do me the juftice o f  thinking that I am fo 

entirely difinterefted on the fubje&, that I feel
neither
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neither influenced nor biafled in the moil remote 

degree, by any puerile refpect for either your ’ 
writing or your charadter.

As your Paragraph had the Angularity, 

fo it had the end, of the phœnix, and from 
its aihes, after eleven days’ labour, has arifen 

a Letter, which poffeifing all the qualities of 
the parent, adds the additional ornaments of 

length and rhapfody j and to enliven the former 
fubje&s of invective, adds a compliment to the 
Univerfity of Dublin and its reverend Doctors, as 
it were to give variety to a production, of which
you perhaps doubted the infipidity.------In that

folid, argumentative, and well-digeited Letter you 
fay, “  You wifh to begin with the M e r c h a n t s ,  as 
“  you refpett them m o j l and to convince them 
of that refpeEl, and of your own humility, you 
proceed to tell them, very refpe&fully, (by a 
figure of rhetoric) “  that in bearing down your 
“  character they forfeit their o w n — I prefume 
you mean public character, and on that point we 
difagree ; for, on the contrary, I know of no 
means by which fo refpe&able a body as the 
Guild of Merchants could fo effectually forfeit

their
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their characters, as by any futile effort to fupport 
yours.

A nd perhaps you are the only man of this 
country, who is at this moment ignorant, that 

every public body in Ireland elevates its charac

ter in the. fame proportion as you reprobate it, 
and that every loyal fubjeft becomes eftimable in 
the fame degree as he is honoured by your in- 
ve&ive -.— therefore, the Guild of Merchants, I 

apprehend, find themfelves both ferved and ho
noured by your firfl animadverfion, and would 
willingly return you the fame compliment, but 

fear it would not anfwer you the fam e purpofe.

However, guejlng  the imbecillity and impru
dence of your firfl obfervation, you proceed
to qualify it by a worfe------ and aflfert, “  that
“  the Guild of Merchants are no more the M er- 

“  chants o f Dublin, than they arc the People of 

“  Ireland ! ” ------ Singular ! to find fuch a faith

ful fympathy between public character and pri

vate memory, that no fooner the one is injured, 

than the other inilantly becomes impaired. And 

in the critical moment, you totally forget, that 

the Guild o f Merchants compofe almoft all the

refpecLtle
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refpeftable traders in the city of Dublin ; and at 

a full meeting of whom, and by a unanimous 

fuffrage, (the late Right Honourable) H e n r y  

G r a t t a n  was disfranchifed from the rank of 

freeman “  becaufe he was concerned in promot-
“  ing the Rebellion.” ------ This naturally ftartled
you, and to the pardonable fluih of your fpints 

on that occafion, I am willing to impute your 
florid and laconic defcription of the Guild and 
their motives. But for the total abfence of 
W it, in your defcription, I ihould have been

led to think it favoured of reverie.------ And
the pureit advice I can give you, to avoid fimi-
lar failures in fatire and irony, is------ rathçr to
purfue your old and fuccefsful pradice of plagi- 
arifm, than hazard the invention of any new 
fyitem of calumny, which none of the fubjefts 
could feel, and very few of them could under_

Jlan d .

But feeming to feel that your painting of the 
Guild could hardly catch the eye of your own 
country, you moil plaintively complain to the 
Britiih Nation of the “  fcandalous proceedings 
“  which a certain defcription of people had adopted
ii to bear down your characlcr. But you \ery

judicioufly
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judicioufly prevent all Britifh ftrangers from 

forming any grounded opinion as to the extent of 
the charge, or the juftice o f the punifhment—  
by wifely omitting to fpecify the perfons, the 
charge, or the infliflion ;  and moil bravely hold 

out “  the Jh ield  of a charaftcr99 with which they 

are unacquainted, to cc receive the J,hafts99 o f 
a charge of which they are ignorant, and then 

cunningly plume yourfelf upon the invifibility of 
both.

However, in pity to the fhade of departed 
reputation, I will try to lay the fpirit o f enqiliry 
by which it is tormented, and drive all your 

difgraces within the circle o f a fingle period—  

Sou have been degraded by your King— your 
Country —  your City—  your Corporation —  your 

Parliament— your Univerfity— and your Con- 
neffions------ ’ Tis done ! !

Public curiofity is now fatisfied— enquiry will 

be at reft— and your ingenuity will be faved the 

expenditure of any further equivocation. No

thing is now requifite but explanation.

B You
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Y o u  have been degraded by your King from 

the rank and confidence of a  privy-counfel-

lor.

You have been degraded before the Parlia

ment, by evidence upon their fecret commit

tee.

You have been degraded by the Metropolis, 

from the privileges of a freeman and conjli-

tuenU

Y ou  have been erafed by Derry from the 

rolls of their loyalifts.

You have not been much fa ltered  by the felf- 

conviction of your intimates.

And the brilliant fhadow of your former ho
nors has been wifely chafed from the walls of oui 
univerfity, left even its ihade fhould obicure the 

principles of the rifing generation.

Your talents—your name— nay,. even the 
pride of your fervices— have been degraded : and 
can neverxbe reftored, unlefs (in the words of 
your own addrefs to your conitituents) it ihall

“  pleafe



“  pie ofe Heaven to difpofe o f Kings and of P ar lia- 
“  merits !  !  !

Thefe are grievous puniihments, it is true— af- 

failing at once the pride of a vain man, and dis
appointments of an ambitious one, to whom no 
confolation can now remain, fave the honeft re

flection of having at lead attempted to ruin his 
country.

But fo ilrong is my veneration, even to the 

mourning reliques of virtue or of patriotifm, that 

if it were pofljble to palliate the infatiablenefs o f 
your ambition, or the tortures of its difappoint- 

mcnt, I fliould pardon the efforts o f your afpe- 
rity, as I ihould the groans Gf Tantalus, or the 
curfes of Ixion.

However, as you declare in your Letter, that 
“  you receive your injuries w ith  calm and pointed 

forg ive nefs, the refult of a proud fu p e rio r ity ” —  

I am happy that your p rid e ,  and your philofuphy, 

anticipate the purpofes of my commiferation, 

and furniih that miraculous panacea to your 

confcience, which, under every circumftance and 
through every meafure, can keep pace with the 
climax of your errors.

B  2 You
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You fay, “  to be angry with fuch men were to be 
“  d e g r a d e d I fhould be equally inexcufable 

with yourfelf, were I by any unneceiTary rebuke 
to roufe that anger, or increafe that degradation, 

which is already more than fufficient to undeceive 
your country. I lhall therefore reftrain myfelf 

to the humble office of keeping the refult of that 
<c proud fuperiority”  in practice, for the exercife 
of which you have had, and probably will have, 

ip many and fuch preffing occafions.

Your juflification is the moil judicious that 

under fuch circumilances could poffibly be adopt
ed. Wide and comprehenfive,— it envelopes all

crimes and all difficulties,------and wants nothing
but proof and argument to render it efficacious.

You begin by faying, that “  You are fo  linked 
t£ and conneiled with every thing which belongs to 
“  the Irijh Nation, that a comprehenfive defcription 
“  of them could not by any injuftice difgrace itfelf 
“  without including their natural frien d and advo- 
“  cate in their degradation.”

So far as that fentence is intelligible, I per- 
fectly agree with you.

I freely
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I freely admit, that you have been lately fo 

linked and connected with a thing  that belonged 
to a great body of the Irifh nation, that it is now 

doubtful which  the difgrace belongs to. And I 
alfo admit, that your degradation does arife from 

being the natural friend and advocate of that 

body of the people with whom you were fo link
ed and connected ; and which body, after having 

caufed the veins of 35,000 of his Majefty’ s de
luded fubjefts to be opened, has at length given  

you the J l ip ,  and (at leaft offered ')  to return to 

its allegiance.

»
And as to another great body of the Iriih 

nation, of whom if  you were not the natural—

I admit you were the pretended— friend and ad

vocate, it is now pretty well afcertained, that 
your friendihip has ruined the credit, and your 

advocacy the caufe, of your clients ; and that 

the only advantage they can now derive 
from their experience, is the comfortable reflec

tion, that in deftroying them, you have ruined 

yourfe/f;  and muft now relinquiih your trade, as 

you can expett no farther credit.

Your



Your next ground of defence is neither fo ge

neral or fo judicious. You rely (as a proof of 
your innocence) that there was not legal evidence 

of your guilt before the Guild of Merchants, and 
I equally admire your play upon the word “  con- 

cernedy”  as ufed by the Guild ; and your filence 
on the word “  promoted ,”  as ufed by the Corpo
ration. The former expreflion you conceived 

more difficult of proof than the latter, and if you 
could weaken the application of the one term, 
you would let the other take its chance of cre

dit.

But when you took and fubfcribed the Gath of 
a Freeman, you had quite compreheniion enough 
to underftand the extent of your obligation ; and 
I do not recollett in that oath any falvo  for a play 
upon expreffions, more efpecially relating to trea- 

finable praftices. However, if  you have any 
doubts upon that fubject, you can eafily reconcile 
yourfelf by recurring to your own jurat.

%

Though the great leading principles of legal 
evidence, as admitted or applied by the fuperior



or ordinary courts of criminal judicature, are 
decided and immutable, yet, the pra&ice— the 

neceflity— the mode— and the extent of evidence, 

is frequently varied before other tribunals. Par
liament,— courts-martial and military— courts o f 
admiralty—  corporation-courts —  juriidi&ions by 

ftatute— &c. frequently admit evidence for fpecial 
purpofes, by privilege, cuftom, or ex necèjjiate rei, 

which ftria iy  would not be fufficient in the 

ordinary criminal courts of juilice ; yet, by that 
privilege, cuilom, or neceffity, it becomes legal 

evidence, quoad the fubje£ts— purpofe or appli

cation ; and I believe you will hardly reft your 
juftification on an argument that a corporation, 

in excution of its corporate power or capacity, 

muft, in all inftances produce the fame ftrict, 

technical, full, extent of legal evidence to amove 
a corporator, which would be neceffary to h a n g  

him. And your charge againft the Guild being 

disfranchifement, without as much legal evidence 

as would take away your life, I apprehend that 

fo far from reprobating the Guild of Merchants, 

for not going far enough in evidence, you ought

rather to have given them your moil fincere and
public



public thanks, for not having gone further than 
was neceifary to a civil purpofe.

I do not deny a precipitancy of the Guild in 
your amoval, but (it being performed) I admire 
your hardinefs and courage in provoking a canvafs 
of its caufes.

Yet, however the Guild might have beeil 
zealous or precipitate, the one was fully autho
rized by your conduct, the other by your abfence. 

The evidence of Hughes and Nelfon, and the fi- 
lence of Sweetman, were equally comprehenfive 
and convincing ; being concerned in rebellion, and 
promoting it, though different words have the fame 
import. In rebellion all are principals, from the 
crude confpirator to the finiihed rebel, through 
all the tools and inftruments of its workmanihip ; 
and the Guild of Merchants, who (not youj were 
to judge of the credit to be given to your accufers, 
unluckily thought differently from you, and fup., 
ported their opinion by a corporate expulfion. 
You were not called on for your defence, be- 
caufe you had fled from its jurifdifiion , and to 
the errors of your conduit, had wifely added the 
impoflibility of being called upon to defend it.

Therefore,



Therefore their zeal in youv amoval, you muft 

attribute to their loyalty, and the want o f  notice 
to your elopement.

I do not wifh to hurt your feelings b y  a re
cital o f  the freem an ’s oath ;— as you always 
e\ iuccd a very jufl deteftation to the revenue, 
in all its departments, I fhould not prcfume 

that you would clafs the obligation o f  a free 

merchant with the oath o f  an excifemarr, 

tailen fo r  form , and obferved at difcretion. Y e t  
i f  you attempt to refine upon the conitruftion 
o f  the one, you eilablifh the dodrine o f  the 

other ; and defend yourfelf upon the fame 
principle, which you have fpent h a lf  your life,

and all your argument, in reprobating.------

Lord Mansfield has clearly determined— that 

a breach o f  a corporate oath is fufficient caufe 

oi amoval, (without conviQion in a court o f 

law)— A nalyfe  your oath— confideryourconduéi 

— rcflefl on the acculation— readtheproofs— and 
as you are now very juftly  indifferent to public 

opinion, and all its confequences, give me a little 

of that candour, a retention o f  which can now 
be o f no further value to you, and fay truly—  

Have the G uild  or Corporation proceeded upon

C evideno#
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evidence, “  not only not true, lu t recorded to be 
cc j a]je ?”____ I {hall ?gain appeal to your can

dour—  it feems the moil valuable quality to 

perfons fo illiberally accufed a& you have been. 
— Candour has been the moi1 reviving prefer- 

vative ámongft many o f your friends and inti

mates—by their recent candour, fome of them 
have lately obtained a general leave o f abfence 
from this kingdom, inftead of being obliged to 
travel a much more troublefome and pain fu l

journey•

Therefore take courage— anfiver me with 
candouri^iVt Beattie’s argument for the Chnitian 

religion) “  i f  it can do you no good, you may be 

ajfured it can do you no harm.”

Q ueries-------Have your Speeches in Parlia

ment, fince Lord iitzvvilliam and you were 

depofed, tended to promote Rebellion ?

Has your Addrefs to the Catholics, defiring 
them “  infiantly to embrace, and greatly to 
“  em a n cip a tetended to promote Rebellion ?

Has
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Has your celebrated Addrefs to your Confti- 
tuents, (fo prettily handled by his Worfhip, 

Dr. Duigcnan) tended to promote Rebellion ?

— l do not fufpeót you for countenancing the 
U nion Star— the inftruftions there were too 
plain and intelligible for your pen— But pray 

did you write for the P r  f s f

— I lhall aik you no queftions relative to your 
journey to Maidftone, as a witnefs to the purity  
o f  O ’Connor, becaufe he gave you the retort 
courteous, and confeffed himfelf guilty— cir- 

cumftances not equally confirming your credit 

and his veracity.

------- But, M r. Grattan------- Did you, with
all yeur innocence on your head, when a mortal, 
cruel, and bigoted rebellion, burft forth in 

your country— when the Irifh gentry were pro- 

fcribed— butchered —  and would have been 

annihilated but for their union and their gal
lantry.— I fay, did you jly  fo r  the fam e , or not ?—  
W ere you then found in the ranks o f  loyalty 

and o f  honour, encouraging, b y  your counfels, 

or aiding by your perfon, (fuch as it was) the 

caufe o f  your country?
Or
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Or, did the Evening-ftar find you an emigrant 
in Anglefea— ikulking behind fome correfpond- 

ing cragg— and reheariing to the unconfcious 
rock the fabricated periods of that inflammatory 

eloquence, which at oncc fired and confumed 

your country ?

%

— When the plunderers of Europe invaded 

that country which you profefs to adore— and def- 

perately plunged at its religion and its confti- 
tution— when you had no pretence to fay it 

was the caufe o f the I r i s h  People— where were 
y OU ?— W hy did you defert your ftandard, when 

the enemy were F r e n c h  ?— Anfwer— or plead

guilty.------ 1  aik you but one queition more —
now— Are the charges againft you remote and  

nonfenjical ?

The Guild of Merchants— the Corporation 
of Dublin— and “  all oilier Corporations and 
<c perfoiïs adopting fim ilar proceedings ” — receive 
with equal fatisfaftion the acrimony o f your 
reproach, and the “ calmnefs o f your forgivenefs 
— and offer you neither their enmity or their 

friendjhip ; they know you can want neither an 
enemy or a flatterer, while you poffefs your 

own confidence.
In



In atonement for my foregoing ûriclures 

upon your performance, and the .pain and 
conftraint I  feel in becoming your commen

tator, I muft now exprefs my delight and ad

miration o f  the Jly le  in which you have fo 

ingenioufly painted— “ 'y o u r calm forgivenefs”  

o f  the Reverend Doilcrs— fo admirably adapted 
to decry the principles o f  the Union— your 

compliment, judicioufly beginning with blaf- 
phemy, and ending with nonfenle— the glorious 
prototype o f religion and politics u n i t e d -

T h e firft part o f  your compliment to thp 

Dodtors is admirable. Y ou  fay— cc Were it not 

<c robbing H eaven , fc. ©r.3’— the fublim ity o f the 
idea muft: ftrike even the ftupidity o f  the G uild  

— and robberies o f that kind having been feJ- 

dom attempted iince the time o f  the Giants, 
in O vid 's Metamorphofes, mu it give an admi

rable fcope to the refearches o f the learned and 

accompiiíhed profcfí’ors o f  aftronomy, to dis

cover the 7nanner by  which you intend to per

form the fame ; and the Reverend Profeffors o f 
Theology and Divinity will certain1)' feel much 

obliged by you r timely notice o f  your intention 
to plunder a place, which they have hitherto

been

23
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been accuftomed to confider as very much be
longing to themfclves; whilft the boldnefs o f 
the expreflion difplays an undaunted contempt 

for danger, both o f foul and body— and muft 
render immortal the name o f that hero, who 
having made every attempt upon this world, 

has declared his intention of affaulting the 

vext.

A s to the refidue o f the compliment, be
ginning with the words “  up ar.d dow n”  and 
ending with the word £c Clergymen”  nothing 
can be fo complimentary to the profound learn
ing and erudition of the Reverend Dodlor Bar
ret and the learned feminary, as the folution of 
a fentence, which moft certainly will puzzle all 
the reft o f the world.— I f  the Reverend Doctors 
cannot decypher it, they will probably take it 
as a greater compliment than you intended.—  
I f  they can, they will have the honour o f 
folving the ambiguity of a diflion, unparalleled 
in any language, living or dead, upon the face 
of the habitable globe, (except one paffage o f  
Rabelais, which his Moft Chriftian Majefty re
ferred to the learned College at Salamanca for 
an explanation.)

M y
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M y  humble advice to the Do&ors o f the 

Holy Trinity is— to refer your compliment to 

the Hiftoric Society, as a Jlan din g  fubjeft for 
difquifition and argument— and the more es
pecially, as I underftand that one o f the fun

damental laws o f  that learned inftitution is—
<c never to come to any decijion.”

T h e  foie caufe o f  your compliment is faid to 

have arifen b y  the amoval o f  your p id a re  
from the Hall o f  the U niveriity, where it had 

been placed in oppofition to the Right Hon. 
Henry Flood— who, to fliew how inferior his 
mode o f  “  forgive nefs”  was to your’s, bequeathed 
almoft his whole fortune to the Reverend Doc

tors.
a

Y et however you m aybe attached to the other 
fyftem, you may, with great propriety, copy 

the moderation o f the Court— when you recol

lect the vicious treatment your (former) friend, 

M r. Broom , has given to divers Kings, Queens, 
and Lord Lieutenants, who appear, ftuck up 

in rags, in his riding-houfe, to frighten his 

h orfes— and that not one o f  them— their heirs 

or fucceflors— have ever complained o f the 

indignity they have fuffered.
N or
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Nor do I apprehend that Mr. Broom will 

even be attainted for the lame, (as by law he 
might) at leail for a confiderable time after his 

* death and interment ;— and as your’s has only 
experienced the fate of other family pi&ures, 

and the fame which probably your own heir 

will think proper to perform in time to come, 
if  he fhall, at any period, chance to read 
your life and adventures, or thefe prefents, 
I ihould recommend it to you, not to give your- 
felf further uneafinefs upon this fubject, unlefs 

you think proper to recur to your invincible 
and {landing argument, viz. that the learned 
Doclors had not legal evidence iufficicnt to amove 

your— portrait.

A s I am aware that any thing refpeiiing an 
Adminiilration of which you are not a M inifier, 
muil be ungrateful to your feelings, I have 
poilponed that fubjeót to the la ft, and I ihall 
only advert to that branch of it in which ÿou 
have been official.

You were a Privy Counfellor— you took and 
fubferibed the oath o f a Privy Counfellor—  
you were thereby bound to your allegiance in its

f r k l e j l
—  * V i d e  late  a t t a in d e r  bi ll .—
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ft r ia e ji fenfe— did that Oath fpeak of «  difcover- 

“  ing treafon— mifprifion o f treafons— treafon- 

“  able confpiracies— & c. & c. & c. ? ” — Were you 
thereby bound to his Majefty’ s crown and dig
nity— and the Conilitution in Church and State?__

and did you fu lly , fa ir ly , and unequivocally fulfil 
that obligation ?

Nelfon and Hughes fay, not ! — They have the 

prefumption to fay— you enquired, and were in
formed of, the numbers of confpirators— the num. 

bers o f their opponents— the flate of the country— 

and that you were “ prejfed to c o m e  f o r w a r d , ”

— and you c o n c e a l e r  i t  a ll!— Was that an in- 

fignificant inducement to remove you from the
rank, and confidence of a Privy-Counfellor ? _________

Far be it from me, to accufe his Excellency the 

Lord Lieutenant, with the crime o f your degra

dation your fpirited defcription of his Excel

lency’s “  extraordinary contejl—jlrugglitiÿ to s p a r k  

“  the Irifh people, againfl an Ir is h  F a c t i o n  ! !  ”  

is fufficiently comprehenfive of your approbation, 

and his Excellency’ s merit. Nor could it be 
fuppofed, that he who removed you from the 

Privy-Council would have found more favor in

D  - your
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your fight, than they who removed you from the
Corporation : and we mull therefore attribute

your difmiffal to your S o v e r e i g n ----- and your

filence on his virtues fubftantiate the eonjeaure.

Iihall not enter into any difquifition (a tp rc-  
fent) of his Excellency’ s meafures— my mind is 
made up— but it is foreign to the prefent fubjecb 
As to F a c t i o n — I  dm equally inimical as yourfelf
__I own it not— and be affured, I ihall never be

the advocate of a malignant or fanguinary Faâïion 
— nor yet of a wrong-headed, oljiinate, and mif- 
chievous Perverfcnefs.— I defpife fa  ci ion I am 
unconnected with it— and in rny opinion nothing 
can be more difgraceful— more dangerous— or 
more difhonourable to a free  Country, than a F a c 

t i o n  to fet up an O l i g a r c h y — except a 1* a c 

t i o n  to fet up a R e p u b l i c  ! ! !

Your gracious S o v e r e i g n  heard of your Curi- 
ofity, and has promoted you from the ftation of a 
Privy-Counfellor to the rank of a C i t i z e n — an 
elevation fo accordant to your Principles and Poli
tics, that you muft be delighted at your preferment;
— however, if any perverfe chagrin fhould induee

you



y o u  t o  t h i n k  o t h e r w i f e ,  y o u  h a v e  ( t i l l  a  f a l u t a r y  

a n o d y n e  i n  y o u r  “  pointedforgivcnefs— and a  h i g h  

c o n f o l a t i o n  i n  y o u r  irrefragable a r g u m e n t —  

T h a t  h i s  M a j e s t y  h a d  n o t  legal evidence f o r

“  your amoval.----------W e have now, (I hope
much to your fati.fadion  and amufement) gone 

through your P a r a g r a p h  and L e t t e r — I re

peat to you— I belong not to the F a c t i o n  you 
reprobare ; but I am a Freeman— a Free-M erchant 

— (nay, iomething more in this country)— and, 
above a l l y  I am a L o y a l  S u b j e c t .  I write not 

to aflail you— but to defend them. Y ou  ill-ad- 

vifedly called out their advocates, whilft you of- 

tentatioufly aflume that office for a Body you call 
T h e  P e o p l f ,  but /  call The D u p e s !

I lean not on your private charaóler, 01* your 
private conduct— I know of nothing repreheniible 
in either— and if  I did, I am neither mean or ma
licious enough to publifh it :------ But you have

«

made your public character— Fair Game------ you

havefo interwoven your political delinquency with 
your calumny o f the Metropolis— that any man 

attached to the one, is called upon to expofe the

other :------ You  have fallen from a great height—

D  2 and
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and never will have ftrength to fcrarable back to 

your fituation !

I ihall have the honor feduloufly to attend to
your performances------ and as often as you ihall

pleafe to tumble for the amufement of my native 
City— fo often I ihall be ready to give due credit 

to that entertaining verfatility of your native ta

lents, which changed you from the H ero — to 

the Harlequin— of I r e l a n d .

N . B . As your abfence from your Country, 

w hiljl the Rebellion was deciding, has probably 
prevented many of your Friends from correfpond- 
ing with you (fince that unconjlitutional practice, 
of opening gentlemen’ s letters in the poft-office) 
you would, perhaps, wiih to know the fate  of 
your Brethren in the popular Societies for Reform 
and Emancipation— which you fo judicioufly plant
ed, and fo luxuriantly embelliihed—>— you have 
therefore annexed a Lift of a fe w  of thefe 
“  dear Friends”  with whom you were “ fo  linked 
“  andconneded”  in bono publico— and whofe glo
rious martyrdom in defence of their Societies,

muft
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muil furely twine another laurel round the tem
ples of their Founder and their Patron.------ Per

mit to aifure you, (with the true fpirit of diplo- 
viatic courtefy) that I hold you in the highejl 
Conjideration,

And am, & c. & c. hfc. &V.

M E R C A T O R ,  See.
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