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HAVE fome whére read of

an old Grecian Philofopher, whofe
Cuftom it was on a Market Day,

to get on the Top of an Houfe, and
as the People pafled by in Crowds, He
continually thundered in their Ears,
thefe Words, “ Epucate your CriL-
“ pren.” But they liftened not to the
W arning ¥ oice, and the State was de-
ftroyed. * The Office of that Philofo-
pher have I now taken upon me.
Open your Ears, and attend ye Peo-
pleof I REL AN D, as you va-
lue the Profperity, the Safety of this
A 3 Land.
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Land. . Defpife not,. butliften to the
W arning Voice, whillt it pours forth
a Series of Oracles, delivered at diffe-
rent Times, by the moft profound
Sages, but fcattered like the Sybil’s
Leaves, and now firfft with great
Pains and Induftry colleted and ran-
gedin Order : Liften I fay to the #ar-
ning Voice; {o fhall Peace, Plenty,
Atts and Sciences once more find a
Refuge here, and adorn the Land; fo
thall this Fair Ifland once again lift
her Head, 'be crowned - with Honour,
and afford “a bright Example to the
Nations all - around.

THE



Ou the Neglect of St#d_yz'ng the Englifh Language.,

Extra@ from Mr. LockE on Education.

a7 e HERE can fearce be a greater De-
L=\ fect in a Gentleman, than_not to ex-
J=A prefs himfElf well either m Writing
A0% or Speaking, But yet I think, I may
£799% alk my Reader, whether he doth not

A know a great many, who live upon
their Eftates, and fo, with the Name, fhould have

the Qualities of Gentlemen, who cannot fo much
as tell.a Story as they thould, much lefs {peak clear-
ly and perfuafively in any Bufinefs. This, Ithink,
not to- be {0 much their Fault as the Fault of their
Education; for I muft without Partiality, do my

- b aily o o Country-
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Countrymen this Right, that where they apply them-
felves, | fee none of their Neighbours out-go them.
They have been taught Rbetorick, but yet never
taught how to exprefs themfelves handfomely with
their Tongues or Pensin the Language they are al-
ways to ule ; as if the Names of the Figures that
embellithed the Difcourfes of thofe, who underftood
the Art of Speaking, were the very Art and Skill
of Speaking well. This, as all other Things of
Practice, is to be learn’d not by a few or a great
many Rules given, but by Exercife and Applicati-
on according to good Rules, or rather Patterns, tll
Habits are got, and a Facility of doing it well.
Agreeable hereunto, perhaps it might not be
amifs, to make Children, as foon as they are ca-
pable of it, often to tella Story of any Thing they
know : and to correct at firft the moft remarkable
Fault they are guilty of in their Way of putting it
together. When that Fault is cured, then to {hew
them the next and fo.on, till one after another, all,
at leaft the grofs ones, are mended. When they
can tell tales pretty well, then it may be Time to
make them write them. The Fables of Z£fop, the
only Book almoft that I know fit for Children, may
afford them Matter for this Exercife of Writing En-
glifp, as well as for reading and tranflating, to enter
them in the Latin Tongue. When they are got
paft the Faults of Grammar, and can join ina con-
tinued coherent Difcourfe the feveral Parts of a
Story, without bald and unhandfome Forms of Tran-
flation (as is ufual) often repeated, he that defires to
perfect them yet farther in this, which is the firft
Step to fpeaking well, and needs no Invention, may
have Recourfe to 7u/ly, and by putting in Practice
thofe Rules which that Mafter of Eloquence gives
in his firfft Book De Inventiones §. 20. make them
know wherein ‘the Skill and Graces of an hand-
{ome Narrative, according to the {everal Subje&;
R
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and Defigns of it, lie. Of each of which Rules fit
Examples may be found out, and therein they may
be fhewn how others have practifed them. The
ancient claffick Authors afford Plenty of {uch Ex-
amples, which they fhould be made not only to
tranflate, but have let before them as Patterns for
their daily Imitation.

When they underftand how to write Englifh with
due Connexion, Propriety, and Order, and are pret-
ty well Matters of a tolerable narrative Stile, they
may be advanced to writing of Letters ; wherein
they fhould not be put upon any Strains of Wit or
Compliment, but taught to exprefs their own plain
eafy Senfe, without any Incoherence, Confufion or
Roughnefs. And when they are perfett in this,
they may, to raife their Thoughts, have fet before
them the Example of Voitures, for the Entertain-

® ment of their Friends at a Diftance, with Letters
of Compliment, Mirth, Raillery or Diverfion ; and
Tully's Epiftles, as the beft Pattern, whether for Bu-
finefs or Converfation. The writing of Letters has
fo much to do in all the Occurrences of human
Life, thatno Gentleman can avoid thewing himfelf in
this kind of Writing. Occafions will daily force him
to'make this Ufe of his Pen, which, befides the Con-
fequences that, in his Affairs, his well or ill ma-
naging of it often draws after it, always lays him
open to a feverer Examination of his Breeding,
Senfe, and Abilities, than moral Difcourfes ; whole
tranfient Faults dying for the moft Part with the
Sound that gives them Life, and fo not fubject to a
ftrict Review, more eafily efcape Obfervation and
Cenfure.
- Had the Methods of Education been directed to
their right End, one would have thought this, fo
neceffary a Part, could not have been neglected,
whilft Themes and Verfes in Latin, of no ufe at all,
were fo conftantly every where prefled, to the rack-
{ A 2 iﬂg
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ing of Children’s Inventions beyond their Strength,
and hindering their chearful Progrefs in learning the
Tongues by unnatural Difficulties. But Cuftom has
{o ordained it, and who dares difobey ? And would
it not be very unreafonable to require of a learned
Country School-Maiter (who has all the Tropes
and Figures in Farnaby’s Rbethorick at his Fingers
Ends) to teach his Scholar to exprefs himfelf hand-
{fomely in Englifb, when it appears to be {0 little his
Bufinefs or Thought, that the Boy’s Mother, (de-
fpifed, ’tis like, as illiterate, for not having read a
Syftem of Logick and Rbetorick) out-does him in it ?
To write and fpeak correctly, gives a Grace, and
gains a favourable Attention to what one has tofay :
And fince it’s Englifh that an Englifh Gentleman
will have conftant ufe of, that is the Language he
fhould chiefly cultivate, and wherein moft Care
fhould be taken to polith and perfet his Style. To
fpeak or write better Latin than Englifb, may make
a Man be talk’d of, but he will find it more to his
Purpofe, to exprefs himfelf well in his own Tongue
that he ufes every Moment, than to have the vain
Commendation of others for a very infignificant
Quality.  This I find univerfally neglected, norno
Care taken any where to improve young Men in
their own Language, that they may throughly un-
derftand and be Mafters of it. If any one among
us have a Facility or Purity more than ordinary in
his Mother Tongue, itis owing to Chance, or his
Genius, or any Thing rather than to his Education,
or any Care of his Teacher. To mind what En-
glifb his Pupil fpeaks or writes, is below the Dig-
nity of one bred up amongft Greek and Latin,
though he have but little of them himfelf. Thefe
are the learned Languages fit only for learned Men.
to meddle with and teach ; Englifhis the Language
of theilliterate Vulgar : Tho’ yet we fee the Polity.
of fome of our Neighbours, hath not thought it be=
: neath



The WARNING VOICE, ¥

neath the publick Care to promote and reward the
Improvement of their own Language, Polithing
and enriching their Tongue is no {ma] Bufinefs
amongft them ; it hath Colleges and Stipends ap-
pointed it, and there i raifed amongft them 5 great
Ambition and Emulation of writing correctly : And
we fee what they are come to by it, and how far
they have fpread one of the worlt Languages pof-
fibly in this Part of the World, if we ook upon it

guage ; and we find yet upon Record, the Names
of Orators, who taught fome of their Emperors
Latin, though it were their Mother Tongue,

"Tis plain, the Greeks WEIre yet more nice ip
theirs: All other Speech was barbarous to them but
their own, and no foreign Language appears to have
been ftudied or valyed amongft that learned and
acute People ; tho’ it be palt doubt that they bor-
rowed their Learning and Philofophy from abroad,

I'am not here fpeaking againft Greep and Latin g

leaft underftood well by every Gentleman But
whatever foreign Languages a young Man medd]es
with (and the more he knows the better) that which
he thould critically ftudy, and labour to get a Facility,
Clearnefs, and Elegancy to expre(s him{elf in, thould
be his own, andto this Purpofe he fhould daily be
exercifed in it,
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Op the Negleét of Oratory.
SprcTATOR. NO. 407

—— abeft facundis Gratia diétis. Ovid.

M OST Foreign Writers who have given any
Character of the Englyh Nation, whatever
Vices they afcribe to 1t allow in general, that the
People are naturally modeft. - It proceeds perhaps
from this our national Virtue, that our Orators are
obferved to make uie of lefs Gefture or Acion than
thofe of other Countries. Our Preachers ftand ftock
&till in the Pulpit, and will not fo much as move 4
Finger to let off the beft Sermons 10 the World.
We meet with the fame fpeaking Statucs at our
Bars, and In all publick Places of Debate. Our
Words flow from usin 2 {mooth continued {tream,

without thofe Strainings of the Voice, Motions of

the Body, and Majefty of the Hand, which are fo
much celebrated in the Orators of Greece and Rome.
We can talk of Life and Death in cold Blood, and
keep our Temper in 2 Difcourfe which turns upon
every Thing that1s dear to us. Though our Zeal
breaks out in the fineft Tropes and Figures, it 1s
not able to ftir a Limb about us. 1 have heard itob-
(erved more than once by thofe who have feen ltaly,
that an untravelled Englifoman cannot relifh all the
Beauties of Jralian Pictures, becaufe the Poftures
which are exprefled in them are often fuch as are
peculiar to that Country. One who has not feen an
Iialian in the Pulpit, will not know what to make
of that noble Gefturein Raphael'sPicture of St. Paul
preaching at Athens, where the Apoftle is repre-
{ented as lifting up both his Arms, and pouring out
the Thunder of his Rhetorick amidit an Audience

of Pagan Philofophers. I
t
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It is certain that proper Geftnres and vehement
Exertions of the Voice cannot be too much ftudied
by a publick Orator. They are a kind of Com-
ment to what he utters, and enforce every Thing
he fays, with weak Hearers, better than the ftrong-
eft Argument he can make ufe of. They keep the
Audience awake, and fix their Attention to what
is delivered to them, at the fame time that they
fhew the Speaker is in earneft, and affe@®ed him-
felf with what he fo paffionately recommends to
others. Violent Gefture and Vociferation naturall
fhake the Hearts of the Ignorant, and fill them wity
a kind of Religious Horror. Nothing is more fre.
quent than to fee Women weep and tremble at the
Sight of a moving Preacher, though he is placed
quite out of their Hearing ; as in England we very
frequently fee People lulled afleep with folid and
elaborate Dilfcourfes of Piety, who would be warm-
ed and tranfported out of themfelves by the Bel-
lowings and Diftortions of Enthufiafim.

If Nonfenfe, whenaccompanied with fuch an E-
motion of Voice and Body, has fuch an Influence
on Mens Minds, what might we not expect from
many of thofe admirable Difcourfes which are print-
ed in our Tongue, were they delivered with a be-
coming Fervour, and with .the moft agreeable
Graces of Voice and Gefture ?

We are told that the great ZLasin Orator very
much impaired his Health by this Jazerum Contentio,
this Vehemence of Action, ‘with which he ufed to
deliver himfelf. The Greek Orator was likewife {o
very famous for this Particular in Rhetorick, that
one of his Antagonifts, whom he had banifhed from
Atbens, reading over the Oration which had pro-
cured his Banithment, and feeing his Friends ad-
mire it, could not forbear afking them, if they were
fo.much affected by the bare reading of it, how
much morethey would have been alarmed, had they

A 4 heard
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heard him actually throwing out. fuch a Storm of
Eloquence ? - .

How cold and dead a Figure in Comparifon of
thefe two great Men, does an Orator often make at
the Britifh Bar, holding up his Head with the moft
infipid Serenity, and ftroaking the Sides of a long
Wigg that reaches down to his Middle ? The Truth
of it is, there is often nothing more ridiculous than
the Geftures of an Englifh Speaker ; you fee fome
of them running their Hands into their Pockets as
far as ever they can thruft them, and others look-
ing with great Attention on a Piece of Paper that
has nothing written in it; you may fee many a {mart
Rhetorician turning his Hat in his Hands, moulding
it into feveral different Cocks, examining fometimes
the Lining of it, and fometimes the Button, during
the whole Courfe of his Harangue. A deaf Man
would think he was cheapening a Beaver, when per-
haps he is talking of the Fate of the Britifb Nation.
I remember, when I was a young Man, and ufed to
frequent Weftmnfler-Hall, there was a Counfellor
who never pleaded without a Piece of Pack-thread
in his Hand, which he ufed to twift about a Thumb,
or a Finger, all the while he was {peaking: The
Waggs of thofe Days ufed to call it the Thread of
his Difcourfe, for he was not able to utter a Word
without it. One of his Clients, who was more merry
than wife, ftole it from him one Day in the midit
of hisPleading; but he had better have let it alone,
for he loft his Caufe by his Jeft. .

I have all along acknowledged myfelf to be a
Dumb Man, and therefore may be -thought a very
improper Perfon to give Rules for Oratory; but I
believe every one will agree with me in this, that
we ought either to lay afide all kinds of Gefture,
(which feems to be very fuitable to the Genius of
our Nation) or at leaft to make ufe of fuch only as
are graceful and expreflive, "

SPECTATOR.
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SpecTaTor. No. 484.

Negue cuiquam tam flatim clarum ingenium of, up
poffit emergere ; mifi illi materia, occafio, fautor
etiam, commendatorque contingat. Plin, Epitt,

Myr. SPECTATOR,
OF all the young Fellows who are in their Pro-
grefs through any Profeflion, none feem to
have {o good a Title to the Proteétion of the Men
of Eminence in it as the modeft Mar - not {o much
becaufe his Modefty is a certain Indication of his
Merit, as becaufe ’tis a certain Obftacle to the pro-
ducing of it, Now, as of all Profeflions this Vir-
tue is thought to be more particularly unneceffar
in that of the Law than in any other, I fhall only
apply myfelf to the Relief of fuch who follow this
Profeffion with this Difadvantage. What aggra-
vates the Matter is, that thofe Perfons who, the
better to prepare themfelves for this Study, have
made fome Progrefs in others, have, by addicting
themfelves to Letters, encreafed their natural Mo.
defty, and confequently heightened the Obftruction
to this Sort of Preferment; fo that every one of
thefe may emphatically be faid to be fuch a one as
laboureth and taketh Pains, and is Sill the more be-
bmma. It may be a Matter worth difcufling then,
Why that which made a Youth o amiable to the
Ancients, fhould make him appear {o ridiculous to
the Moderns? and, Why in our Days there fhould
be Neglect, and even Oppreflion of young Begin-
ners, inftead of that Protection which was the Pride
of theirs? In the Profeffion {poken of, ’tis obvious
io every one whofe Attendance is required at Weft-
minfler-Hall, with what Difficulty a Youth of any
Modefty has been permitted to make an Obfervas

tion,
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tion, that could in no wife detract from the Merit
of his Elders, and is abfolutely neceflary for the
advancing his own. I have often feen one of thefe
not only molefted in “his Utterance of fomething
very pertinent, but even plundered of his Queftion,
and by a ftrong Serjeant fhouldered out of his
Rank, which he has recovered with much Difficul-
ty and Confufion. Now as great Part of the Bufi-
nefs of this Profeflion might be difpatched by one
that perhaps ;

Abeft virtute diferti
Meffale, nec fcit quantum Caufellius Aulus;  Hor.

fo I can’t conceive the Injuftice done to the Publick,
if the Men of Reputation in this Calling would n-
troduce fuch of the yonng ones into Bufinefs, whofe
Application to this Study will let them into the
Sccrets of it, asmuch as their Modefty will hinder
them from the Practice: 1fay, it would be laying
an everlafting Obligation upon a young Man, to be
introduced at firft only as a Mute, till by his Coun-
tenance, and a Refolution to fupport the good Opi-
nion conceived of him in his Betters, his Complexion
thall be fo well fettled, that the Litigious of this
Ifland may be fecure of his obftreperous Aid.. If
T might be indulged to fpeak in the Stile of a Law-
yer, 1 would fay, that any one about thirty Years of
Age, might make a common Motion to the Court
with as much Elegance and Propriety as the moft
aged Advocates in the Hall.

I can’t advance the Merit of Modefty by any Ar-
gument of my own {o powerfully, as by an Enqui-
ry into the Sentiments the greateft among the An-
cients of different Ages entertained upon this Vir-
tue. If we go back to the Days of Solomon, we fhall
find Favour a neceffary Confequence to a fhame=

faced Man.. Pliny, the greateft Lawyer and moft
 elegant
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elegant Writer of the Age he lived in, in feveral
of his Epiftles, is very folicitous in recommending
1o the Publick fome young Men of his own Profel-
fion, and very often undertakes to become an Ad-
vocate, upon Condition that fome one of thefe his
Favourites might be joined with him, in order to
produce the Merit of fuch, whofe Modefty other-
wife would have fuppreffed it. It may feem very
marvellous to a faucy Modern, that Mulium [an-
guinis, multum verecundie, multum follicitudinis in
ares to bave the Face firfk full of Blood, then ihe
Countenance dafbed with Modefly, and then the awhole
Afped as of one dying with Fear, when a Man begins
10 fpeak ; fhould be efteemed by Pliny the neceflary
Qualifications of a fine Speaker : - Shakefpear allo
has expreffed himfelf in the fame favourable Strain
of Modefty, when he fays,

I the Modefly of fearful Duty
I read as much as from the ratling Tongue
Of faucy and audacious Eloquence———

Now fince thefe Authors have profefled them-
felves for the modeft Man, even in the utmoft Con-
fufions of Speech and Countenance, why {hould an
intrepid Utterance and a refolute Vociferation thun-
der fo fuccefsfully in our Courts of Juftice ? And
why fhould that Confidzsnce of Speech and Behavi-
our, which feems to acknowledge no Superior, and
to defy all Contradiction, prevail over that Defe-
rence and Refignation with which the modeft Man
implores that favourable Opinion which the other
{feems to command ?

As the Cafe at prefent ftands, the beft Confola-
tion that I can adminifter to thofe who cannot get
into that Stroke of Bufinefs (as the Phrafe is) which
they deferve, is to reckon every particular -Acquift-
tion of Knowledge in this Study as a real Increaﬁ‘:f

o
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of their Fortune; and fully to believe, that one
Day this imaginary Gain will certainly be made oug
by one more fubftantial. 1 wifh you would talk to
us a little on this Head, you would oblige,

Siry your bumble Servant.

The Author of this Letter is certainly a Man of
good Senfe ; but I am perhaps particular in my Opi-
nion on this Occafion; for I have obferved, that
under the Notion of Modefty, Men have indulged
themfelves in a fpiritle(s Sheepifhniefs, and been for
ever loft to themfelves, their Families, their Friends,
and their Country. When a Man has taken Care
to pretend to nothing but what he may juftly
aim at, and can execute as well as any other,
without Injuftice to any other; it is ever want of
Breeding or Courage to be brow-beaten or elbow-
ed out of his honeft Ambition. I have faid often,
Modefty muft be an A¢t of the Will, and yet it
always implies Self-denial : For if a Man has an
ardent Defire to do what is laudable for him to per-
form, and, from an unmanly Bafhfulnefs, fthrinks
away, and lets his Merit languith in Silence, he
ought not to be angry at the World that a more
unfkilful Actor fiicceeds in his Part, becaufe he has
not Confidence to come upon the Stage himfelf.
The Generofity my Correfpondent mentions -of
Pliny, canrete enough applauded. To cherifh
the Dawn of Merit, and haften its Maturity, was a
Work worthy a noble Roman and a liberal Scholar.
That Concern which is defcribed in the Letter, is
to all the World the greateft Charm imaginable ;
but then the modeft Man muft proceed, and fhew
a latent Refolution in himfelf; for the Admiration
of his Modefty arifes from the Manifeftation of his
Merit. I muft confefs we live in an Age, wherein

a few empty Blufterers carry away the Praife of
' Speaking,
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Speaking, while a Crowd of Fellows over.ftocked
with Knowledge are run down by them : ] fay
over-ftocked, becaufe they certainly are (g as to
their Service of Mankind, if from their very
Store they raife to themfelves Ideas of Refpe, and
Greatnefs of the Occafion, and know not what,
todifable themfelves from explaining their Thoughts.
I muft confefs, when I have feen Charles Frankair
rife up with a commanding Mien, and Torrent of

been Matter of great Mirth tome; byt i foon en-
ded in a fecret Lamentation, that the Fountains of
every thing Praife-worthy in thef Realms, the Up;.
verfities, fhould be fo muddied with a fa] Senfe of
this Virtue, as to produce Men capable of being
fo abufed. 1 will be bold to fay, that it ;s a ridi-

and the fineft Woman 1q whom he can addrefs
himfelf,. Were this Judicioufly corre¢ted in the
Nurferies of Learning, pert Coxcombs would know
their Diftance : Bug we muft bear with thjs falfe

SPECTATOR. No. 633.

Omnia profecto cum f; 4 c@leflibus rebys referet ad by-
manas, excelfius magnificentiufgue & Jicor &9 Jen-
let, Cicer.

T wasa very common Enquiry among the An-
cients wh% the Number of excellent Orators,
under all the flicouragements the moft flourithing

States
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States could give thems fell fo far fhort of the
Number of thofe who excelled in all other Sci-
ences. A Friend of mine ufed merrily to apply to
this Cafe an Obfervation of Herodotus, who fays,
"That the moft ufeful Animals are the moft fruitful
<1 their Generation 3 whereas the Species of thofe
Beafts that are fierce and mifchievous to Mankind
are but fcarcely continued.  The Hiftorian inftan-
ces in a Hare, which always either breeds or brings
forth ; and a Lionefs, which brings forth but once,
and then lofes all Power of Conception. But, leav-
ing my Friend to his Mirth, I am of Opinion, that
in theie latter Ages We have greater C aufe of Com-

Subject for the Pulpit as any Revelation has taught
us, the Defign of this Paper fhall be to fhow, that
our Moderns have greater Advantages towards trué
and folid Eloquence, than any which the celebrated
Speakers of Antiquity enjoy d.

The firft great and fubitantial Difference, is that,
their Common: places, -1 which almoft the whole
Force of Amplification confifts, were drawn from
the Profit or Honefty of the Adtion, as they re-
garded only this prefent State of Duration. But
Chriftianity as 1t exalts Morality to a greater Per-
feftion, as it brings the Confideration of another
Life into the Queftion, as it propofes Rewards and
Punifhments of 2 higher Nature, and a longer Con-
tinuance, 18 mMore adapted to affect the Minds of the
Audience, naturally inclined to purfue what it ima-
gines its greateft Intereft and Concern. It Pericles,
as Hiftorians report, could fhake the firmeft Re-

folutions of his Hearers, and {et the Paflions of all

Greece in a Ferment, when the prefent Welfare of

his Country, or the Fear of Hoftile Invafions, Was

the Subject: What may be expected from that Ora-
tor,
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tor, who warns his Audience, againft thofe Evils
which have no Remedy, when once undergone, ei-
ther from Prudence or Time? As much greater as
the Evils in a future State are than the(e at prefent,
fo much are the Motives to Perfuafion under Chri.
ftianity greater than thofe which meer moral Confi-
derations could fupply us with. But what | now
mention relates only to the Power of moving the
Affettions. There is another Part of Eloquence,
which is indeed its Mafter-piece ; I mean the Mar.
vellous or Sublime. In this the Chriftian Orator,
has the Advantage, beyond Contradiétion. Our
Ideas are o infinitely enlarged by ‘Revelation,
the Eye of Reafon has o wide a profpet into
Eternity, the Notions of a Deity are fo worthy and
refined, and the Accounts we have of a State of
Happinefs or Mifery fo clear and evident, that the
Contemplation of fuch Obje@swill give our Dif-
~courfe a noble Vigour, an invincible Force, beyond
the Power of any human Confideration. 7 ully re-
quires in his perfect Orator fome Skill in the Na-
ture of heavenly Bodies, becaufe, fays he, his Mind
will become more extenfive and unconfined ; and
when he defcends to treat of human Affairs, he
will both think and write in a more exalted and
magnificent Manner. For the fame Reafon that
excellent Mafter would have recommended the
Study of thofe great and glorious Myfteries which
Revelation has difcovered to us, to which the no-
bleft Parts of this Syftem of the World, are as much
inferior, as the Creature is lefs excellent than its
Creator.  The wifeft and moft knowing among the
Heathens had a very poor and imperfect Notions of
a future State. They had indeed fome uncertain
Hopes either received by Tradition, or gathered -
by Reafon, that the Exiftence of virtuons Men
would not be determined by the Separation of Soul
and Body: But they either disbelieved a future

State
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State of Punithment and Mifery, or, upon the
fame Account that Apelles painted Anigonus With
one Side only towards the Spettator, that the Lofs
of his Eye might not caft a Blemifh upon the whole
Piece ; fo thefe reprefented the Condition of Man in
its faireft View, and endeavoured to conceal what
they thought was a Deformity to humean Natnre. I
have often obferved, that whenever the above-men-
tioned Orator in his philofophical Difeourfes is led
by his Argument to the Mention of Immortality,
he {eems like one awaked out of Sleep, rous’d and
alarm’d with the Dignity of the Subject, he ftretch-
es his Imagination to conceive fomething uncom-
mon, and with the Greatnefs ofhis Thoughts, cafts,
as it were, a Glory round the Sentence; Uncer-
tain, and unfettled as he was; he {eems fired with
the Contemplation of it... And nothing but fuch a
glorious Profpect could have forced fo great a Lover
of Truth, ashe was, todeclare his Refolution ne-
ver to part with “his Perfuafion of Immortality,
though it it fhould be proved to be an erroncous
one.  But had he lived to fee all that Chriftianity
has brought to Light, how would he have lavithed
out all the Foree of Eloquence in thofe nobleft Con-
templations which human Nature is capable of, the
Refurrection and the Judgment that follows it? How
had his Breaft glowed with Pleafure, when the
whole Compafs of Futurity lay open and ex pofed
to his View ? How would his Imagination have hur-
ried him onin the Purfuitof the Myfteries of the
Incarnation ? How would he have enter’d, with
the Force of Lightning, into the Affetions of his
Hearers, and fixed their Attention, in fpite of all
the Oppofition of corrupt Nature, upon thofe glo-
rious Themes which his Eloquence hath painted in
fuch lively and lafting Colours.

This Advantage Chriftians have ; and it was,

with no fmall Pleafure I lately met with a Fragmen,l%
| 0
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of Longinus, which is preferv’d, as a Teftimony of
that Critick’s Judgment, at the Beginning of a
Manufcript of the New Teftament in the Vasican
Library. = After that Author has number’d up the
moft celebrated Orators among the Grecians, he
fays, Add to thefe Paul of Tarfus, the Patron of an
Opinion not yet fully proved. As a Heathen, he con-
demns the Chriftian Religion ; and, as an imparti-
al Critick, he judges in favour of the Promoterand
Preacher of it. To'me it feems, that the latter

‘Part of his Judgment adds great Weight to his Opi-
nion of St. Paul’s Abilities, fince, under all the
Prejudice of Opinions direétly oppofite, he is con-
‘ftrained to acknowledge the Merit of that Apoftle.
And no doubt, fuch as Longinus defcribes St. Pau',
fuch he appeared to the Inhabitants of thofe Coun-
tries which he vifited andblefled with thofe Doc-
‘trines he was divinely commiflioned to preach. Sa-
‘cred ‘Story gives us, in one Circumftance, a con-
vincing Proof of his Eloguence, when the Men of
Lyfira called him Mercury, becaufe be was the chief
Speaker, and would have paid Divine Worfhip to
him, as to the God who invented and prefided over
Eloquence. This one Account of our Apoftle, fets
his Character, confider’d as an ‘Orator only, above
all the celebrated Relations of the Skill and In-
fluence of Demofthenes, and his Contemporaries.
Their Power ‘in Speaking was admired, but ftill it
was thought human : Their Eloquence warmed
and ravifhed ‘the Hearers, but till it was thought
the Voice of Man, not the Voice of God. What
Advantage then had St. Paul-above thofe of Greece
or Rome 2 T confefs I can afcribe this Excellence to
nothing but the Power of the Doétrines he deliver-
;ﬁ, which may have ftill the fame Influence onthe
fearers ; which have ftill the Power, when preach-

= €d by a fkilful Orator, to make us break out in the
fame Expreflions, as the Difciples who met our Sa-
B viour
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viour in their Way to Emmaus, made ufe of ; Did
not our Heart burn within us, when be . talked to us
by the Way, and while be opened tous the Scriptures ¥
I may be thought bold in my Judgment by fome ;
but I muft affirm, That no one Orator has left us
fo vifible Marks and Footfteps of his Eloquence as
our Apoftle. It may perhaps be wondered at, that
in his Reafonings upon ldolatry at Abens, where
Eloquence was born and flourifhed, he confines
himfelf to ftrict Argument only ; but my Reader
may remember what many Authors of the beft
Credit have affured us, That all Attempts upon the
AfteCtions and Strokes of Oratory were exprefly
forbidden, by the Laws of that Country, in Courts
of Judicature. His Want of Eloquence therefore
here, was the Effect of his exa¢t Conformity to the
JTsaws. But his Difcourfe on the Refurrection to the
Corinthians, his Harangue before Agrippa upon his
own Converfion, and the Neceflity of that of o-
thers, are truly great, and may ferve as full Exam-
ples to thofe excellent Rules for the Sublime, which
the beft of Criticks ‘has left us. TheSum of all
this Difcourfe is, That our Clergy have no farther
to look for an Example of the Perfeétion they may
arrive at, thanto St. Paul’s Harangues ; that when
he, under the Wantof feveral Advantages of Na-
ture, (as he himielf tells us) was heard, admired,
and made a Standard to fucceeding Ages by the beft
Judge of a different Perfuafion in Religion, Ifay,
our Clergy may learn, That, however inftructive
their Sermons are, they are capable of receiving a
great Addition ; which St. Paulhas given them a
noble Example of, and the Chriftian Religion has
furnifhed them with certain Means of attaining to. -

Ox
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On the Ufe of corporal Punifbments.

Extralts from Doctor Afcham, a celebrated School-
mafter, and famous for having been Precep-
tor. to Queen Elizabeth, and the Lady Fane
Grey.

N mine Opinion the Schole-houfe fhould be in-

deed, as it is called by name, the Houfe of
Play and Pleafure, * and not of Fear and Bondage ;
and as I doremember, fo faith Socratesin one Place
of Plato. And therefore if a Rod carry the fear of
a Sword, it is no marvel, if thofe that be fe
of Nature, chufe rather to forfake the Play, thanto ™
ftand always within the fear of a Sword in a fond
Man’s handling.

With the common Ufe of teaching, and beating
in common Scholes of England, 1 will not greatly
contend : Which if I did, it were but a fmall Gram«
matical Controverfy, neither belonging to Herefy,
nor Treafon, nor greatly touching God, nor the
Prince ; although n very deed, in the End, the
good or 1ll bringing up of Children, doth as much
ferve to the good or ill fervice of God, our Prince,
and our whole Country, as any one thing doth befide.

I do gladly agree with all good Scholemafters in
thefe Points ; to have Children broughtto good
perfetpels in Learning, to all Honefty in Manners ;
to have all Faults rightly amended ; to have every
Vice feverely correted : But for the Order and
Way, thatleadeth rightly to thefe Points, we fome-
what differ. For commonty many Scholematters,
fome has I have feen, more as I have heard tell,
be of {o crooked a Nature, as when they meet
with a hard witted Scholar, they rather break
him than bow him, rather marr him than mend

B2 him

14

® Ludu Literarum,
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him. For when the Scholemafter is angry with

fome other matter, then will he fooneft fall to beat
his Scholar ; and though he himfelf fhould be
punifhed for his Folly, yet muft be beat fome Scho-
lar for his Pleafure, though there be no Caufe for
him to do fo, nor yet Fault in the Schelar.to de-
ferve fo.

Thefe ye will fay, be foolifh Scholemafters, and
few they be, that be found to be fuch. They be
fond indeed, but furely over many f{uch be found
every where. But thiswill I fay, that even the
wifeft of your great Beaters, do as oft punith Na-
ture, as they do correct Faults. Yea, many Tiines
the better Nature is forer punifhed. For, if one by
quicknefs of Wit take his Leflon readily, another
by hardnefsof Wit taketh itnotfo {peedily ; the
firft is always commended, the other i1s com-
monly punlfhed : When a wife Scholemalfter fhould
rather difcreetly confider the right Difpofition of
both their Natures, and not fo much weigh what
~ either of them is_able to do now, as what either of
" them is likely to do hereafter. For thisI know,
- not only by reading of Books in my Study, but
alfo by Experience of Life Abroad in the World,
that thofe which be commonly the wifeft, the
beft learned, and beft Men alfo, when they be old,
were never commonly the quickeft of Wit when
they were young. ¥

Yet fome Men wife indeed, but in this Matter,
more by Severity of Nature, than any Wifdom at
all,.do laugh at us, when we thus with and reafon,
that: young Children fhould rather be allured to
Learning by Gentlenefs and Love, than compelled
to Learning by Beating and Fear. - They fay,
¢ Our Reafons ferve only to breed forth Talk, and

¢ pafs away the Time ; but we never faw good
¢ Schole-
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¢ Scholemafters do o, nor never read of wife Men
¢ that thought 0. |
Yes forfooth, as wife as they be, either in other
‘Mens Opinion, or in their own Conceit ;5 I will
bring the contrary Judgment of him, who, they
themfelves fhall confefs, was as wife as they are,
or elle they may be juftly thought to have  fmall
Wit at all; and that is Socrates, whofe Judgment
in Plato is plainly this, in thefe words; which be-
caufe they be very notable, I will recite them in
his own Tongue, Oidty pabnpa pera dunsias oy )
parlicveir. of piy yap 78 cupal®: wives Bia wobperos, yeigor &8y 1
cupa dmepyalollar Yuxn O Blaior 88y Fupevor pabmpz, In En-
£lifb thus 5 * No Learning ought to be learned with
* Bondage: For bodily Labours wrought by Com-
“ pulfion, hurt not the Body; but any Learning
% learned by Compulfion, tarrieth not long in the

“ Mind” And why? For whatfoever the Mind
_doth learn unwillingly with Fear, the fame it doth
- quickly forget without Care,

And left proud Wits, that love not to be contra-
ried, but have Luft to wrangle, or trifle away Truth,
will fay, that Socrates meaneth not this of Childrens
Teaching, but of fome other higher Learning ; hear
what Socrates in the famePlace doth more plainly fay,
M2 Ty Bias & dpice, Tods waidas v Tois palnpacy, aard wailola;
wips. That isto fay; “ And therefore, my dear
¢ Fnend, Ering not up your Children in Learning
“ by Compulfion and Fear, but by Playing and
¢ Pleafure.” And you that do read Plato as ye
fhould, dowell perceive, that thefe be rio Queftions

. afked by Socrates, as Doubts, but they be Senten-
ces, firit affirmed by Socrazes, as mere Truths, and
after gwven forth by Socrares, as right Rules; moft
neceflary to be marked, . and fit to be followed of
all them, that would have Children taught as they
fhould. - And in this Counfel, Judgment. and Au-
thority of Socrates, 1 will repofe myfelf, until I

meet
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meet with a Man of the contrary Mind, whom I
may juftly take to be wifer, than I think Socrazes
was.

Foolith Schoolmafters neither can underftand,
nor will follow this good Counfel of Socrates; but
wife Riders in their Office can, and will do both ;
which is the only Caufe, that commonly the young
Gentlemen of England go fo unwillingly to Schole,
and run fo faft to the Stable. For, in very Deed,
foolith Scholematfters by Fear do beat into them the
Hatred for Learning; and wife Riders, by gentle
Allurements, do breed up in them the Love of Ri-
ding. They find Fear and Bondage n Scholes,
they feel Freedom and Liberty in Stables; which
caufes them utterly to abhor the one, and moft
gladly to haunt the other. And [ do not write this,
that in exhorting to the one, I wonld diffuade young
Gentlemen from the other ; yea Iam forry with all
my Heart, that they be given no more to Riding
than they be.  For of all outward Qualities, to ride
fair is moft comely for himfelf, moft neceffary for
his Country ; and the greater he is in Blood, the grea-
ter is his Praife, themore he doth exceedall other
therein. It was one of the three excellent Praifes
amongft the noble Gentlemen, the old Perfians
“ Always to fay Truth, to ride fair, and [boot well =
And fo it was engraven * upon Darius’s Tomb, as
Strabo witnefleth ; ' '

Darius the King lieth buried bere,

Wha in Riding and Shooting had never peer.
Before

# This Infcription is twice mentioned in his Toxophilus ; Stra-
b’s Words are thefe: Méulas & Onoingglo: % 70 i TE Aapiig
Ta’-@y wéﬁux 708"

QT AOE 7 7ois Pirois” immads x) wokimng apr@ iyivipnn, WW*
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. Before I went into Germany, 1 came to Brodegate
in Leicefler/bire, to take my Leave of that noble
Lady Yane Gray, to whom T was exceeding much
beholding.  Her Parents, the Duke and Duchefs,
with all the Houthold Gentlemen and Gentlewo-
men, were hunting in the Park. I found her in
her Chamber, reading Phedo Platonis in Greek,
and that with as much Delight, as fome Gentlemen
would read a merry Tale in Boccace, After Saluta-
tion, and Duty done, with fome other Talk, T afk-
ed her, why the would lofe fuch Paftime in the

ark ? Smiling the anfwered me;

“ I'wift, all their Sport in the Park is but a Sha-
*“ dow to that Pleafure that I find in Plato. Alas?
‘¢ good Folk, they never felt what true Pleafure
“ meant. And how came you, Madam, quoth I,
* to this deep Knowledge of Pleafure? And what
* did chiefly allure you unto it, feeing not many

Women, but very few Men, have attained thereun-
* to? T will tell you, quoth fhe, and tell you a Truth
* which perchance ye will marvel at. One of the
greateft Benefits ever God gave me, is, that he
“ fent me {o fharp and fevere Parents, and fo gen-
“ tle a Scholemafter. For when I am in Prefence
“ either of Father or Mother ; whether I fpeak,
“ keep Silence, fit, ftand, or go, eat, drink, be
““ merry, or fad, be fewing, playing, dancing, or
* doing any thing elfe ; I muft do Ity asit were, in
“ fuch Weight, Meafure, and Number, even fo
*“ perfectly, as God made the World; orelfe I any
¢ fo fharply taunted, fo cruelly threatned, yea pre-

fently fometimes with Pinches, Nips, and Bobs,
** and other Ways (which I will not name for the
““ Honour I bear them) fo without meafire mifor-
 dered, that I think myfelf in Hell, till Time
% come that I muft goto Mr. Elmer ; who teach-
*“ eth me o gently, fo Pleafantly, with fuch fair
*¢ Allurements to Learning, that I think all the

“ Time

L 14
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& Time nothing, while I am with him. And when
¢ T am called from him, I fall on weeping, becaufe
« whatfoever 1 do elfe, but Learning, is full of
¢ Grief, Trouble; Fear, and whole mifliking unto
« me. And thus my Book hath been fo much my
¢ Pleafure, and bringeth daily to me more Plea-
¢ {uyre and more, thanin refpect of it, all other
« Pleafures in very deed, be but Trifles and Trou-
¢ bles unto me.” Y

I remember this Talk gladly, both becaufe it is
{o worthy of Memory, and becaufe alfo it was the
laft Talk that ever I had, and the laft Time that
ever 1 faw that noble and worthy Lady.

I could be over long. both in fhewing juft Cau-
fes, and in reciting true Examples, why Learning
{hould be taught rather by Love than Fear, He
that would fee a perfect Difcourfe of it. ler him read
that learned Treatifc, which my Friend Foann, Stur-
mius wrote, De Infiitutione Principis, to the Duke of
Cleves. -

The godly. Counfels of Solomon and Fe/us the Son
of Sirach, for fharp keeping in, and bridling of
Youth, are meant rather for fatherly Correction,
than mafterly Beating ; rather for Manners, than
for Learning; for other Places, than for Scholes.
For God forbid, but all evil Touches, Wantonnefs,
Lying, Picking, Sloth, Will, Stubbornnefs, and
Difobedience, fhould be with fharp Chaftifement

daily cut away.

RoLLin’s
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RoLLin’s BELLES LETTRES. Vol 4,

T HE moft common and fhorteft Way of cor-
recting Children is by the Rod, which is al-
moft the only remedy that is known or made ufe
of by thofe who are intrufted with the Education of
Youth. But this Remedy becomes often a more
dangerous evil than thofe they would cure, if em-
ployed out of Seafon, or beyond Meafirre. For be-
fides that the Corrections og the Rod and the Lafh,
we are now fpeaking of, have fomething indecent,
mean and fervile in them, they have nothing in
themfelves to remedy any Fault committed, nor is
it likely that fuch a Correction may become ufeful
102 Child, if the Shame of fuffering for having done
11l has not a greater Power over his Mind, than the
Punifhment itfelf. Befides, thefe Corrections give
an incurable averfion to the Things we fhould en-
deavour to make them love. They do not change
the Humour, nor work any Reformation in the na-
tural Difpofition, but only reftrain it for a Time,
and ferve to make the Paflions break out with more
Violence, when they are at Liberty. They often
ftupify the Mind, and harden it in Evil. = For a
Child, that has fo little Honour as to be infen{ible
to Reproof, will accuftom himfelf to Blows like a
Slave, and grow obftinate againft Punifhment.

I have no need to take Notice, thata Box of the
Ear, Blows, and other Treatments of the like Sort,
are abfolutely not to be allowed Mafters. They
thould never punith, but in order to correct, and
Paffion will not correét at all. Let any one atk

C * himfelf,
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himfelf, whether he can coolly and without Emo-,
tion, give a Boy a Box on the Ear; and fure
Anger, which is itfelf a Vice, is a very impro-
per Remedy for curing the Vices of others,

|
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[ T0 be Continued.}
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