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Tue EpvucaTioN oF Poor CHILDREN
RECOMMENDED :

A Sermon preached before the Managers
of the Orphan-Hofpital at Edmburgh

May 18. 1774.

Psarm cxliv. 12.

That our fons may be as plants grown up in
their youth; that our daughters may be as

corner-flones, polifbed after the fimilitude of
a palace.

HOUGH the goodnefs of God is the
original fource of every blefling ; yet,
in the ordinary courfe of things, blef-
fings are not immediately and miracu-

Joufly poured down from heaven, but are, through
the feafonable friendly conveyance of one creature,
tranfmitted to another. The author of all things
hath fo framed, and doth fo govern the wide-ex-
tended univerfe, that every part of it, willingly or
unwillingly, promotes that perfection and happi-
nefs of the whole, and in particular of the human
fpccxcs, which was deftined for them in the divine

A2 decree,
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decree. Angels are all miniftring fpirits, fent
forth to minifter to them that are heirs of falva--
tion. The fun, that he may enlighten, and ani-
mate, and cheer, and adorn the earth, cometh forth
as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth
as a ftrong man to run his race. With no lefs
unwearied aivity the other celeftial bodies per-
form their ftated revolutions, and contribute to
the regularity, beauty, and harmony of the uni-
verfe. If we defcend to this lower region, there,
even fire, hail, fnow, vapour, and ftormy wind,
fulfil God’s pleafure. Thusthe general {cheme of
Providence, and the operations of animate and in-
animate nature, ftrongly indicate man’s obligation
to obey the will of the fupreme Lord of all, and in
his fphere to promote the great defigns of the di-
vine wifdom and goodnefs. It is not enough that
he cannot be charged with deliberately thwarting
the end of his creation : if he is altogether unac-
tive, and inftead of rightly employing his talents,
- lives. an indolent, dreaming, ufelefs, unprofitable
life, he is guilty of oppofing the intentions of his
maker, and on that account liable to condemna-
tion. Good works, works whereby God is glo-
rified, and.the happmefs of mankind promoted,
are abfolutely neceflary to juitify a profeffion of pi-
ety to God, and of benevolence to man; and we
may well apply here what our Lord fays in another
cafe, ¢ He that is not with me, is againft me; and
¢ he that gathereth not with me, fcattereth *.”
* Matth, xii. 30.

The
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The acquiring or exercifing eminent fkill in ufe-
ful arts and fciences, undoubtedly deferves to be
ranked among good works; yet too often men
are prompted to this by no higher principles than
ambition, covetoufnefs, nay, even love of eafe and
pleafure. Scripture therefore lays no ftrefs on this,
but lays great ftrefs on works of charity and bene-
ficence, as evidences of true religion. < My little
“ children, (faith John *), let us not love in word,
“ neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth: and
¢ hereby we know that we are of the truth,and fhali
«¢ aflure our hearts before him.” And a greater
than John reprefents the trial at the general judge-
ment, as refpecting the evidence ‘'men have given
of fuitable regards to the Redeemer, or the want
of fuch regards, by having relieved or neglected
to relieve thofe in diftrefs -

It is not, however, my prefent defign to explain
and inforce the grace of charity, or that extenfive
branch of it, compaflion to the afflicted. I rather
chufe to recommend one particular {pecies of mer-
cy, namely, the training up in {fuch a manner the
children of the poor, in the knowledge and prac-
tice of religion,-and in ufeful induftry, that their
Jons may be as . plants grown up in their youth,
and that their daughters may be as corner-ftones,
polifbed after the fimilitude of a palace: that
their fons being early planted by divine grace in
the houfe of the Lord, may grow up to full ma-

* 1 Jobn iii, 18, 19. + Matth, xxv. 31.—46.
turity
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turity and [trength in his courts; and that their
daughters, fhining in their native fweetnefs, and
adorned with a humble, modeft, pious, meek, and
quiet fpirit, may exceed in beauty and graceful-
nefs thofe polithed pillars which embellith a royal
palace.

Time will not allow me to delineate the manner
1 which children muft be trained up, if we would
have the comfort of this glorious and delightful
fight. It would greatly contribute to the eafe and
intereft of young people, and to the peace and fe-
licity of all with whom they may {tand connected,
were they early formed to habits of compaffion and
humanity, courteoufnefs and civility, truth and in-
tegrity, diligence and application, of fubmiffion to
thofe above them in years or authority, and of
bearing it with patience, that their humours are
croffed, their defires not gratified, and their un-
reafonable hopes difappointed.

Yet this care, however neceflary, is by no
means fufficient.  Unenlightened reafon hath
taught thefe leffons ; and men animated by no
worthier motives than intereft or honour, have in
fome meafure practifed them. Thefe men are ufe-
ful to fociety, from principles, which, had circum-
ftances varied a little, would have led them to un-
dermine it. An ufefulnefs fo precarious is not to
be confided in. Conftant and uniform goodnefs
can only flow from real religion. Perhaps this is
one reafon why, in the 15th pfalm, the heirs of
heaven are defcribed, chiefly from their perform-

ance
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ance of focial duties, and their freedom from
the oppofite vices: becaufe, though in particular
inftances, there may be right conduét where there
is no religion; yet God, who trieth the heart, and
hath pleafure in uprightnefs, often brings men in-
to circumftances, in which religion alone can pre-
vent their deviating from the paths of juftice and
charity.

Scripture every where reprefents right belief as
neceflary to produce fuch a religious temper.
Without knowledge, the heart cannot be good ;
and if men are fanétified, it is through faith in
Jefus Chrift.

A belief that Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of the
living God, or, which is the fame thing, a belief
that God fent his Son to be the Saviour of the
world, neceflarily fuppofes a belief, that the world
was in circumftances which rendered fuch a dif-
penfation abfolutely neceffary for their recovery.
The gofpel proclaims liberty to the eaptives. To
men infenfible of their bondage, that proclamation
muft feem an infult, not a favour. They only who
know their mifery, and their utter inability to help
themfelves out of it, will welcome the tidings, that
Chrift came to feek and to fave that which was
loft.

If, therefore, through the blefling of God, we
would promote in young people that fenfe of their
fpiritual wants, without which Chrift and his fal-
vation will be viewed with indifference or con-
tempt, let us endeavour to imprefs on their minds

juft
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jult fentiments of ‘the being and perfetions of
God, and their relations to him as their creator,
preferver, and bountiful benefattor. Let us ire-
mind them, that this glorious God, to whom they
are indebted for all they enjoy, demands a perfet
and perfevering obedience to his laws, fees: their
actions, hears their words, knows the very thoughts
of their hearts, and, as he is now the witnels of
their temper and conduét, will ere long be their
judge. Let us appeal to their reafon, if the loving
the Lord God with all the heart, and {oul, and mind,
and ftrength, and our neighbours as ourfelves, is not
fit and becoming ; and if the law which injoins this
love, and a correfponding practice, is not ' holy,
and juft, and good. Let us appeal to their con-
fciences, if they have not failed of yielding a coms
plete obedience to thefe infinitely equitable pre-
cepts ; nay, if matters are not wretchedly amifs
with them ; if they are not under the dominion of
corrupt inclinations' and appetites, which hurry
them on to courfes equally oppofite to their duty
and to their intereft, even when they{ee that their
ruin in this and a future world mulft be the con-
fequence ; if their evil difpofitions have not been
already increafed, and are not in danger of be-
ing ftill farther increafed, by intercourfe with o-
thers as bad as themfelves; if they are not utterly
unable to cure the moral difeafes with which fin
has infected their hearts ; and if, by known, deli-
berate, prefumptuous wickednefs, they have not

rendered themfelves unworthy of God’s pity and
help.
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help. Let us aﬂ\ them, if the God againft whom
they havc rebelled, may not jultly permit the evil
fplms whofe counfels they have followed, to lead
them captwe at their pleafure. Let us ificulcate it
upon them, that in God’s favour is life ; that thofe
only are truly blefled whom he chufeth, and cau-
feth to approach to himfelf; but that there is de-
ftruftion to the wicked, and a fore “and {trange
plague to the workers of niquity ; fo=that the
ftoutelt-hearted among them fhall find hew fearful
a thing it is to fall into the hands of the living
e

Having thus opened the extenfive demands of
the law of God, and difplayed its awful terrors ; as
we mean not to drive them to defpair, we muft
alfo publith to them the glad tidings of falvation by
the remiffion of fins, through the tender mercies
of our God. Tell them, ye who with well to
their precious fouls, that God fo loved a wretch-
ed and a worthlefs world, as to fend his only-
begotten Son, to be wounded for our iniquities,
and bruifed for our tran{greflions ; that whofoever
believeth on him might not perith, but might have
everlafting life, Tell ‘them, that the blood of
God’s Son cleanfeth from all fin ; that his merits
have intitled thoufands of the chief of finners, and
can intitle thoufands more, to eternal life; and
that his Spmt can take the ftony heart out of our
fleth, and put into ys hearts of fleth; that thefe
meﬁmzablc blefiings are frecly offered to every
hearer of the goipel, and none excluded from a
fhare in them, fave they who by final impenitence

) B and
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and unbelief exclude themfelves. Tell them, that’
the Redeemer, in the days of his humiliation, dif-
covered a peculiar tendernefs of affection for little
children, by laying his hands upon them, and
blefling them, and faying, ¢ Suffer little children
¢« to come to me, and forbid them not; for of
< fuch is the kingdom of heaven -*’ and that, to
encourage thofe who devote to him: the flower of
their youth, and the vigour of their ftrength, he
hath alfo faid, “ I love them that. love me; and
< they that feek me early, fhall find me.” So-
lemnly warn them, that thefe words of falvation,
which, when received with faith and love, are a
favour of life unto life, will, if rejeéted or defpi-
{ed, prove a favour of death unto death.

Nor is it enough that we teach young people
the do&rines and duties of Chriftianity. As they
are in danger, both from their companions, and
thofe farther advanced in life, of imbibing that
inftru&tion which caufeth to err from the words of
knowledge, wemuft alfo make them know the cer-
tainty of the things wherein they are inftruéted ;
arguing with them, that a fcheme fo glorious as
Chriftianity muft needs have God for its author;
and that God hath borne witrefs to its divine ori-
ginal, by figns, and miracles, and divers mighty
works, and gifts of the Holy Ghoft; and efpe-
cially by the refurre@ion of Jefus from the dead.

If the rifing generation rightly underftood, and
firmly believed the great truths of the gofpel, that

faith would purify their hearts from inordinate affec-
tion
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tion to the riches, pleafures, and honours of this
world, and inflame them with ardent love to their
God and Redeemer ; that love, by enlarging their
hearts, would animate them to run with chearfulnefs
in the way of God’s commandments ; nay, con-
ftrain them to live to him that died for them, and
rofe again. And thus the do&rines of our holy
religion, when received, not as the word of man,
but as they are in truth, the word of the living
God, would powerfully excite to a becoming beha-
viour in every charater and relation of life.

The moft tranfient refletion on thefe things
may convince us, that no good man beftows a
more ufeful and important charity than he who
contributes to the Chriftian education of poor
children, It may not however be improper, as
the plaineft truths are often overlooked, to repre-
fent to you fome of the peculiar excellencies of
this fpecies of charity. ~And,

I. This charity tends to prevent mifery, and
therefore is more noble than that which only al-
leviates diftrefs, or procures it a fhort and uncer-
tain relief. Our relifh for good, I readily ac-
knowledge, is then moft exquifite, when that
good is obtained and enjoyed after we have long
felt the oppofite evil. Yet fcarcely would any
man purchafe that increafe of pleafure, by ye-rs
of poverty and ficknefs, of torture of body, or of
anguifh of {pirit. You account yourfelf more in-
debted to him who preferves you from adverfity,

than to him who, in misfortunes, which his fea-
B2 fonable
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fonable compafion and care mrght have ﬂﬁl’fﬁ
verted, affords you a feanty and imperfe&t fupply’;
and he is juilly efteemed to-do anot?ﬂ:rﬁfgr ;
er kindnefs, and better to promote his“intereft,
who endeavours to prevent his becam@*mciced
than ke who only attempts to reclaim/him" from a
courfe of abandoned wickednefs whent” aGtually
engaged n it. That very principle which inclines
us to pity and relieve the diftrefied; .or to reform
the vicious, will, if wifely direéted,“alio incline us
to with and endeavour, that diftrefs and wicked-
nefs may be prevented. ~He that doth good as
objects of diftrefs happen to fall in his way, re-
frefhes his own bowels, hearkens to the voice of
humanity, and as a truly amiable and worthy
part : but he who, from a fteady fettled principle
of piety and beneyolence, is anxious to ward off
the evils of every kind incident to man, and to
contrive fchemes foradvancing and fecuring ‘their
happinefs, éxercifes,a more perfeét charity, not
extorted on'the figcht of mifery by mere animal
impulfe, but flowing from 2 liberal foul devifing
liberal things. * T might add, that the good
done By flieh charity, though greater in itfelf, is
often~dofic with much lefs trouble and expence.
It is.far eafier to put a young perfon in a way to
feedrand clothe himfelf, than to minifter to the
neceflities of thofe whom idlenefs and debauchery -
have reduced to- indigent circumftances. When
the body is bowed down with difeafe, the fpirit
Tunk with forrow, or the heart hardened with the
dCC"ltfulanb
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deceitfulnefs of fin, our charity may come too laté,
and, though kindly meant, may prove ineffectual.
¥.ducating the children of the poor is therefore an
excellent charity. Many who muft have groaned
under pinching poverty, eat the bread of forrow,
and drunk the water of “afflition, are thus put in
2 condition to fecure a livelihood to themfelves and
families, to enjoy the comforts of life, nay, to
minifter out of their abundance to the neceffities
of others ; many whom vice might have brought
to an infamous, untimely end, in confequence of
fuch care, live beloved and honoured, and die la-
mented ; and many who would have been holden
with the cords of their fin, and died without in-
{trultion, become eminent and exemplary Chri-
ftians, fhining as ights in the midft of a crooked
and perverfe generation.” And this leads me to
obferve,

II. The pious education of poor children is cha-
rity to the fouls of men. By direting our boun-
ty into this channel, thofe may become really re-
ligious, who would otherwife have grown up a-
mong us a lewd and profligate race, void of all
knowledge and fenfe of duty. If he alls chari-
tably, who, byfeeding the hungry, and clothing
the naked, Jengthens out for a little a fhort, pre-
carious, and wretched life ; doth not he act {till
more {0, who by recovering a finner from the er-
ror of his way, faves a foul from death, and co-
vers a multitude of fins? If it is kindnefs to ran-
fom from outward captivity, is it not fuperior kind-

nefs
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nefs to contribute our endeavours, by a religious
education, to turn finners from darknefs to light,
and from the power of Satan to the living God ?
If giving a piece of bread, or a cup of cold wa-
ter, fhall not lofe its reward ; what fhall be the re-
ward of thofe who fupply perithing fouls with {pi-
ritual food, and condué them to Chrift, the foun-
tain of living waters? The Prophet Daniel hath
told us, “ They (fays he *) that be wife, fhall
« fhine as the brightnefs of the firmament, and
¢ they that turn many to rightcoulnels, as the
¢ ftars for ever and ever.”” Thofe, we may rea-
fonably conclude, fhall fhine brighteft in the firma-
ment of glory, who in this lower {phere did moft
refemble the Sun of righteoufnefs. In his tem-
perand condu&, and in his only, compaffion and
love may be difcerned in their fulleft perfection.
Thefe, it muft be allowed, he glorioufly difplay-
ed, in giving food te the hungry, health to the
fick, eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, nay life
to the dead. Yet it was for other, and {till no-
bler purpofes, that the Sun of righteoufnefs arofe
on a dark benighted world. He left the bofom of
the Father, he ‘lived a life of forrow, and at lait
fubmitted to a thameful and accurfed death, that
he might bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs,
put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf, difpel the
clouds of ignorance and vice, deftroy the works
of the devil, redeem from all iniquity, and puri-

® Dan. xii. 2.

fy
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fy to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good
works. His charity in all things has the pre-emi-
nence : but no alts of charity of which we are
capable, {o much refemble his, and therefore none
are fo excellent, as thofe whereby we promote the
falvation of precious and immortal fouls. Do you
then call yourfelves Chriftians, and vet grudge a
little expence in that caufe, for which God fpared
not his own Son, but delivered him to the death ?
Are there amongft us multitudes of young people,
ready to perith for lack of knowledge, expofed an
eafly prey to the devil, the world, and the flefh,
and running on, infenfible of danger, in the broad
way that leadeth to deftruction ; and fhall not your
eyes pity, and your hands help? If you are not
blind, you muft fee them in imminent hazard of
being fentenced to dwell with devouring flames
and everlafting burnings.. There is a poflibility
your charitable endeavours may deliver them from
fo dreadful a doom, and can you deny them that
charity ? If their.danger move you not, at leaft
be moved by your own. Remember who he was
that faid, ¢ If thou forbear to deliver them that
¢ are drawn unto death, and thofe that are ready
¢ to be flains if thou fayeft, Behold we knew it
¢ not ; doth not he that pondereth the heart con-
<« fider it ? and he that keepeth thy foul, doth not
¢ he knowit? and fhall not he render to every
¢ man according to his works * ?”

_ ® Proy. xxive 11. 12,

III. The
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1. The pious education of poor children, isa -
charity in which, of ‘all others,: there is the moﬁ
probable profpet of doing good, and the fnfalwl’éﬁ
danger of mifapplication. Obje@s of charity zfré
inany, and our relief cannot poffibly ‘reaé‘ﬁ them
all : it is therefore our duty to order our alms
with difcretion, to beftow them Chieﬂy on thofe
who moft need, and beft deferve our help ; and
not to difable ourfelves from relieving fuch, by
mifplacing our charity upon others, fufficiently able
by honeft labour to fupport themfelves. Now
thefe rules of prudence ftrongly recommend the
charity of ere&ing and fapporting fchools for poor
children. Thefe little-ones have no arts in begi—
ging, no diffembled tokens of mifery to impofe
upon us, no affected clamours to overbear us:
but, ah! how many diforders and difeafes, natu-
ral and moral, are incident to their infirm and
tender age ! and to what various hazards are both
foul and body expofed through their own weaknefs
and levity, and through the carelefinefs of others!
Yet they feel not their worft difeafe; their greateft
neceflity they are utterly infenfible of, and the
dreadful dangers that hang over their heads alarm
them not. They have no parents, or their parents
are incapacitated by poverty or ignorance, to fow
in their young hearts the good feed of the word :
that foil, therefore, without the affiftance of others,
tnuft remain barren, or be overfpread with briars
and thorns, which, through the blefling of God

| on
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on due and timely culture, might have becomé
fruitful in every good word and work.

As the danger of mifapplying this charity 18
fmall, fo the profpeét of doin g good by it is probable.
It is in thefe days of their youth, that our endea-
vours to form them ufeful members of fociety,
and fincere Chriftians, bid faireft to profper.
They brought into the world with them, it muft
be acknowledged, irregular appetites, and hearts
difaffe@ted to God and goodnefs : but they have
not as yet {trengthened, by a long courfe of pre-
fumptuous fin, this their natural depravity, har-
dened their hearts from God’s fear, and provoked
his Spirit to ceafe to be a reprover to them. In
their firft and early years, it fares in fome degree
with their minds as it does with their bodies ;
they are more fupple and pliant, and can with lef
difficulty be bended into any form : whereas in riper
age they grow rigid and fiff, and preferve that
fhape and figure into which they were firft mould-
ed. Hence Solomen advifes, * ¢ Train up a
* child in the way he fhould go ; and when he is
“ old, he will not depart from it.” Not but that
there have been, and will be, many exceptions
from this general obfervation. ~ Yet ftill there is no
circumftance’ in life which has greater influence
than education on mens fentiments and manners ¢
and even when thofe well trained up, are over-
come by the pollutions that are in the world,

* Prov. xxii. 6.

¢ through
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through luft, or fatisfy themfelves with an empty
form of godlinefs, confcience often recoils; and
the good: p*mczples imbibed in childhoed, one
time or other, pierce them with fuch anguifh and
contrition, as at length happily iffue in repentance
unto falvation not to be repented of..” The reco-
very of thofe from the ﬂavcry of fin.and Satan,
who have grown old in ignorance and vice, isa
much harder tafk: ¢ Can the Ethiopian change
« his {kin, or the leopard her fpots ¢! then may
¢ they who are accuftomed todo evil,” and want
the knowledge which is the foundation of religious
impreflions, ¢ learn to do well.”

IV. Charity to poor .children is of moft exten-
five mﬂuence, in promoting the glory of God, the
advancement of religion, and the temporal profpe-
rity of anation. Itis indeed a noble charity, to
fupport thofe in the decline of life, ready to fink
under the double load of poverty and ficknefs ; it
is a fhll nobler charity to recover from the fnare
of the devil, the aged finner, whole iniquities are
multiplied more than his days, and whofe {teps at
once haften towards the grave, and towards eter-
nal deftruétion : yet we cannot plead, that the
general good of mankind is much promoted by
fuch charity. They who are about to leave the
world, have little ability or leifure to reform it.
The young and gay regard their repentance as the
eflet of dotage, or at belt neceflity, not of a fin-
cere and rational choice. It is otherwife when
youth are trained up in the good ways of God.

'The
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The happy effects of this charity are not confined.
to the immediate objects of it. Through the blef-
fing of God they often extend to their parents,
their children, their friends, their neighbours,, to
the church and nation, and even to diftant coun-
trics and future ages. Parents difabled by pover-
ty to maintain and educate their children, are eafed
of that burden, nay, fee a hopeful appearance that
thefe children may prove to them what Obed was
to Naomi, a reftorer of their life, and a nourifther
of their old age. Poor children having been ac-
cultomed by timely difcipline to be trattable, and
obedient to the advice and authority of their teach-
ers; {ubmiflion to rulers, who in the juft conflitutio-
nal exercife of their power, are minifters of God for
good, and terrors only to evil doers, becomes caly
to them, and they are in little. danger of difturbing
the quiet either of church or flate : whereas they
whofe obftinacy, {elf-will; rudenefs, and pride,
have been fuffered togake root in youth, will be
apt to prove unealy under the gentleft yoke, and
rebellious againft the beft of governments. Many
who would otherwife have contralted habits of
pilfering and cheating, or at leaft have funk into
a vagrant, loitering, inactive life, may be habitua-
ted to ufeful labour, and inftead of pefts or bur-
deus, become eminent bleflings to fociety, and
greatly ing‘réé.fc the national wealth, which chiefly
flows from the number of hands employed in arts
and .manufaCtures. = Families which otherwife
would have peftered the public with fwarms of

C2 NOXIous
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noxious creatures to prey upon its vitals, thus be-
come nurferies of honeft induftrious fervants, di-
ligent and {kilful apprentices, and profitable mem-
bers of the commonwealth. The errors and dif-
orders of men in low life, greatly affect the public
profperity and peace : mow many of thefe errors
flow from ignorance of religion ; from the baneful
influence of loofe examples ; fromiidlenefs, which
trengthens every irregular appetite, and opens a
wide door to every temptation ; and from necefl-
fitous {traitened circumitances, which often leave
men little leifure, and lefs inchination, for mind-
“ing the one thing needful 5 yea, fuggeft to them
dithoneft thifts for bettering” their circumitances.,
Againft thefe inundations of public confufion,
charity-fchools, when well regulated, are a confi-
derable fence, by good inftruction, by good dif-
cipline; and by accuftoming young people to in-
duftry and application. '

Nor is it only the temporal profperity of a na-
tion which this charity is calculated to advance ; it
ends alfo to promote the fpread of genuine Chri-
ftianity. Parents who have lived without God in
the world, may be excited, by the blefling of God
on the prayers, examples, and endeavours of their
children, to join themfelves to the Lord in a per-
petual covenant, never to be forgotten. When,
by divine providence, thefe dear and promifing
youths enter upon public life, and intermingle in
the bufirnefs and converfation of the world; inftead
of corrupting others by an infeftious example, by

irreligious
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irreligious and diffolute principles, or by licentions
and obfcene difcourfe, it may be hoped, that their
mouths fhall fpeak wildom, their tongues talk of
underftanding, and their hands be ready for every
good work of induftry ‘and of charity. While
their light thus thines before men, others fecing
their good works, will glorify their heavenly. Fa-
ther.  Their amiable example will recommend the
good ways of God to men who have hitherto been
{trangers or enemies to religion. One and ano-
ther of them fhall be accofted thus, perhaps by
fuch from whom they would have expefted it leaft:
¢ I'will go with you; for I have feen that God is
with you.  Thy people fhall be ‘my people, and
thy God my God.” And when that God who
fetteth the folitary in houfes, fhall make them fa-
milies like a flock, the things that they have heard
and known, and their teachers have told them,
they will not hide from “thieir children, that the
generation to comeé may know them, even the
children that fhalldbeiborn, that they alfo may a-
rife, and declare them to their children, that they
may fet their ‘hope in God, and not forget his
works, but keep'his commandments. Thus one
generation fhall ‘praife God’s works to another,
and thall declare his mighty a&ts. The Redeem-
er’s name fhall endure for ever, and fhall be con-
tinued.as long as the fun; nay, the blefling fhal}
extend to diftant countries as well as to future a-
gessConfiderations refpe@ing the life that now
13, or that which is to come, carrying the perfons

| of
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of fome, and the influence of others, to foreigm
lands, fhall carry with them the gofpel of Chrifts
Thus men fhall be blefled in Jefus, and,all nas
tions fhall call him blefled. God, for the glory
of his name, will fow his people in all corners of
the carth, that he may pave the way for faying to
them that were not his people, ¢ Thou artany peo-
< ple;” and for their faying, ¢ Thouart my God.”
In the dark places of the eaft afid of the well,
of the fouth and of the north, now full of the ha-
bitations of cruelty; religion, without enthufiafm
or fuperitition, liberty without licentioufnefs, go-
vernment without tyranny and oppreflion, fhall find
new abodes. What hurts or«defiles thall be more
and more removed 3 and the earth become full of
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the
ica. 5] 4

Say not, that things {o glorious cannot be ho-
ped from the education of poor orphans : I flatter
myfelf, they may be hoped from the education of
many of the-dear youths now before me. Of
what grace, or of what gift of the Spirit, does the
obfcurity of their birth, and the poverty or death
of their/parents, render them incapable? Confult
the hiftoryof paft ages. Is there not often a wheel
within- a wheel, which, in an amazing manner,
raifes-men of the meaneft defcent to the moft emi-
aent-and important ftations ?  Or hearken to what
the facred oracles declare : ¢ God raifeth up the

¢ poor out of the duft, and liftcth the needy out
- 14 Of
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“ of the dunghill, that he may fet him with prin-
“ ces, even with the princes of his people *,”
God hath formerly chofen, and we know he can
ftill chufe, ¢ the weak things of the world, to.con-
¢ found the things which are mighty; and bale
¢ things of the world, and things which are deipi-
“fed, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
 nought things that are +.”

Thefe confiderations abundantly jultify the pru-
dence of the gentlemen, who having raifed, by
their own generous contributions, 4 fund for main-
taining, cloathing, and inftructing poor orphans,
from all corners of the kingdom, were erected in-
to a corporation for that purpofe; A. D. 1742,
Such has been the fuccefs of this benevolent infti-
tution, that many hundreds have been inftruced
in the principles of religiony reading, writing, a-
rithmetic; and in fpinning, and fuch other employ-
ments as might beft fit them for ufefulnefs as
tradefmen or houfehold-fervants. For twenty years
pait, there have been in the houfe from thirty-
five to fifty children. The intereft of their capital,
and voluntary donations, enabled the corporation
laft Auguft to inereafe the number of orphans to
fixty ; and fince'that time, to defray the expence
of feveral alterations and improvements made on
the Holfpital. The managers being allowed the
ufe of .this.chapel for occafional fermons, the col-
leCtions at which go to the orphans, have turned

* Pl cxiii, 4, 8. + 1 Cor. i, 27. 28,
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2 confiderable part of the houfe, formerly referved
for preaching, into comfortable and healthy apart=
ments for lodging the children, which are capable
of containing double the number now in the houfe,
and where nothing, fave the narrownefs of their
funds, prevents their receiving many deftitute or-
phans, who folicit admittance. Surely thisfimple de-
tail of facts will be motive fuflicient with the bene-
volent and humdne to patronize-this” inftitution.
It is now more than time to halten to a conclufion.

The falutary effefts of ‘hofpitals and charity-
fchools muft, in a great meafure, depend on the
wifdom and faithfulnefs of their directors, in ims=
proving their funds to the befb-advantage ; on their
~caution in preferring, without partial regards, the
moit proper obje&s of charity ; and on their care
in intrufting their inftruttion with men of con-
{cience and abilities. Permit me, therefore, to
remind the managers of this hofpital, that all their
deliberations and decifions will be reviewed at a
higher tribunal, and their moft fecret fprings of ac-
tion unvailed before an affembled world. If they
have been unfaithful in the mammon of unrigh-
teoufnefs, who will commit to their truft the true
riches * ? - And if through their unfaithfulnefs mul-
titudes are miferable in time and eternity, who
might have been happy in both worlds, had they
managed the concerns of the public with the fame
care they would have managed their own, can we

® J.uke xvi. 11.

fuppofe,



[ 25 ] |
fuppofe, that the blood of fouls, fouls whofe ful.
vation ought to have been precious in their fight,
will not be required at their hands ? |

But as many who now bear an honourable part
in the adminiftration of public charity, muft foon
refign to others that important truft, it concerng
thofe who have the right of nominating their fuc-
ceflors, if they would do juftly and love mercy, and
if they would not add to their own guilt, by being
partakers of other mens fins, to chufe men fearing
God, and hating covetoufnefs ; that defpife the
gain of a proftituted conicience, will not be unduly
biafled by folicitations, and fhake their hands from
holding of bribes : and however public virtue be
ridiculed, permit me to fay, that experience hath
fhown us, and I hope will continue to fhow us,
that fuch men may be found.  Nor thould modefty
or indolence lead them to decline, what perfons
lefs qualified are too often eager to folicit. Per-
haps there are few ways by which men who enjoy
leifure and opulent fortunes, and are in eafy cir-
cumftances of life, can do the world more fub-
{tantial fervice, than by undertaking fuch trufts
from benevolent and difinterefted motives, and ma-
naging them with integrity and care. Such, there-
fore, if tempted to decline that burden, would do
well to confider the doom of the fervant who hid
his talent in'a napkin ; and that to him that know-
eth to.do good, and hath opportunity of doing it,
but doth it not, to him it is fin.

I fhall now turn to the mafter and miftrefs em-
ployed in teaching the children in this Hofpital.

D Let
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Let not fo excellent and well-appointed a charity .
in any meafure mifcarry through your negligence
or mifbehaviour. The public expe&s, and+God
himfelf, to whom you muft give an account, de- -
mands, that you fhould exert your beft.endea-
vours, by ufeful religious inftruction, by a pious
example, by neceflary difeipline, afid» by ferveat
prayers, that the youth intrufted to your care may
become ufeful members of fociety, and fincere dif-
ciples of Chrift. While your allowance from the
publit bears fo fmail a proportion to that important
and difficult work in which you are employed,
your faithful fervices will find a nobler reward in
the teftimony of a good conlcience, and fometimes
too, in the pleafure of obferving the feeds of
knowledge, religion, and virtue, fpringing up un-
der your culture, and promifing a plenteous har-
veft: and though, in this refpect, your labour
fhould feem in vain, your work {hall be with the
Lord, and vou fhall receive a full recompence at
the refurreétion of the juit. Be not therefore
weary in well-doing, though your employment has
peculiar temptations to wearinefs and difcourage-
ment ; for in due feafon you fhall reap, if you
faint not.

1 mean not, in what I have faid, to trefpals a-
gainft juftice and truth, by infinuating the leaft
“reflection on thofe intrufted with the government
of this Hofpital, or with the inftruétion and in-
fpection of the orphans. There is however no
impropricty in warning men againit evils which at
prefent they hold in the utmoft abhorrence, o-

* therwile
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therwife the meek and gracious Jefus would not
have thus cautioned his difciples : < Take heed to
‘ yourfelves, left at any time your hearts be o-
¢ vercharged with furfeiting and drunkennefs,
“ and cares of this life.”

Time allows me to faylittle to the dear orphans.
Let your hearts burn with gratitude, and let your
mouths be daily filled with the high praifes of
God, who put it into the heart of the founders
_ and fupporters of this inftitution to provide for
your neceflities, and to fecure you an-education in
all refpes fo proper for you, that, by improving
it aright, you may be happy both in time and
through eternity. Pour out your prayers to God
for the managers, and for the'mafter and miftrefs
of the Hofpital, who have taken a care of you
which your own parents, by poverty or by death,
were difabled to take.. Were it not for that care,
you might have remained in the thickeft Egyptian
darknefs, even in the midft of Gofhen, and, tho’
born in the pale of the vifible church, have lived
and died ftrangers to the faving truths of the go.-
fpel. O confider, that thefe early inftrutions,
which are now your happinefs, if neglected, will
prove your mifery, aggravate your guilt here, and
increafe your punifhment hereafter! Your cafe
will be the worfe for prefent advantages; and it
would have been better for you not to have known
the way of righteoufnefs, than, after you had
known it, to depart from the holy commandment.
But I hope better things of you, and things that
accompany falvation. May the blefling of the
Lord reft on every one of you; and may many of

you
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you be honoured to be eminent bleflings to the Bri-
#ifh nation, and to the church of God.

I fhall now addrefs myfelf toall who are capable,
by their charitable contributions, of helping for-
ward the good education of poor children. If you
have no children of your own, your freedom from
the charge of maintaining and providing for a fa-
mily feems to commit the children of the poor to
your compaffionate regards. Let it therefore be
your delightful work, to refemble ‘him who 1s a
father to the fatherlefs, and the orphan’s ftay;
and he will give you a name and a place better
than that of fons and of daughters. If God has
bleffed you with children, natural affetion to them
fhould fuggeft to you thoughts of pity for defti-
tute orphans, who want advantages for temporal
and eternal happinefs; which your children, and
even many of the children of the poor, enjoy.
Perhaps a little laid out for their relief may derive
a bleffing on yourfelves and families: whereas
your fhutting up your bowels of mercy, and with«
holding more than is meet, may blaft your beft en-
deavours for your own offspring. -

And now, may the Lord ftrengthen the bars of
Zion’s gates, and blefs her children within her;
may he make peace in her borders, and fill her
with the fineft of the wheat; may our fons be as
plants grown up in their youth, our daughters as
polithed ftones carved after the fimilitude of a pa-
lace ; and may the Lord make all grace to abound
towards us, that we always having fufficiency in all
things, may abound in every good work.
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To the PUBLIC.

Edinburgh, May 17%4.

THE ‘utility of hofpitals for the relief of the diftrefis.

ed and deftitute, appears every day more obvious ;
and the increafe of luxury, with the high prices of provi-
fions, render them at this time more neceflary than ever.

- Thofe foundations which provide for the education of

youth, are evidently of the happieft confequences to fo-
ciety. Humanity and public fpirit have accordingly efia-
blithed feveral of thefe in this city, for the receprion of
the poor children belonging to different claffes of the in-
habitants.  The ORPH AN HOSPIT A L alone re-
quires no hereditary qualifications. Its.doors are open
to deftitute children of both fexes from all corners of the
kingdom. The only requifites are, that they be really
deftitute, frec of infeétious diftempers, and not under
feven, nor above twelve, years of age. Such orphans
are in this hofpital comfortably maintained and clothed ;
they are infiruted in the principles’of religion, in read-
ing, writing, and arithmetic; they are accuftomed to
working in the houfe; they are taught to {pin their own
cloaths, and fuch other employments as may beft fit them
for ufefulnefs, as tradefmen and houfchold-ftrvants, and
they are not difmiffed till the managers think them able
to earn their own bread; they are then recommended to
proper malters.
- This inftitution owes its rife, and in part its fupport,
to voluntary donations. The contributors ta it were
ereted into a corporation by royal charter 1742. Pro-
vidence has {miled wpon the defign. Since that time,
many hundred orphans have received their maintenance
and education in it, who are now ufeful members of {o-
ciety ; and by the liberal donations of many well-difpofed
Chriftians; the corporation is now poflefled of a ftock
that produces fuch an annual revenue, as, with the vo-
luntary donations, is fufficient to maintain about fixty
children : yet a much greater number could be accommo-
dated in the houfe. With deep regret, therefore, the
Managers often find, that, from the itate of their funds,
theycan admit but a few of the many helplefs children who
apply to them ; and they are indeed obliged to refufe their
afliftance to numberlefs deftitute orphans, both of this city;
' : and
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and from other places, who are not intitled to admiflion
into any other hofpital, and whofe unhappy circumftan-
ces, were they known to the wealthy and benevolent,
would doubtlefs excite their compaflion.

‘The Managers think it their duty to take this method
of making their fituation known, and folicit the benefac-
tions of the religious, the humane, and the patriotic, to-
wards the fupport and more extenfive ufefulnefs of an in-
fitution, which, notwithftanding its prefent.precarious
and confined fituation, has been attended’ with very emi-
nent advantages.

Fvery donation amounting to L. § Sterling is added to
the capital ftock, if not otherwife direéted by the donor;
and a donation of L. 150 Sterling intitles to prefent an
orphan to the hofpital for ever.

Donations may be given in to- Mr Robert Scott-Mon-
crieff mercliant in Edinburgh, Treafurer to the Hofpital,
or to any of the prefent Managers.

Lift of the Prefident and Committee of Managers.

Prefident of the Corporation.

The Hon. Alexander Bofwell of Auchinleck, one of the
Senators of the College of Juftice.

Committee of Managers.

James Smollet, Efq; one of the Commiffaries of Edine
burgh.
Alexander Belfches, Efq; Advocate.
Mr William Walker fenior, Writer.
Walter Scott, Clerk to the Signet.
john Forreft fenior,
ames Thomfon fenior, Merchants.
‘Charles Wallace, '
John Caw, Afliftant-Secretary of Excife.
Alexander Donaldf{on,
William Gray, } Bookfellers.
Wijliam Dickfon, Dyer.
‘William Thomfon, Weaver.
James Gentle, Brewer.
James Young, Wigmaker,
Walter Cofler, Accountant ‘
William Galloway, Comptroﬂcr} to the Hofpital, |
James Forreft, Clerk '



