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T h e  E d u c a t i o n  o f  P o o r  C h i l d r e n

R E C O M M E N D E D  :

A  Sermon preached before the Managers  

o f  the O rph an -H ofpital at Edinburgh,  

M a y  18. 1774 .

P s a l m  cxliv. 12.

That our foils may be as plants grown up in 

their youth ; that our daughters may be as 

corner-Jloues, polijhed after the fimilitude o f  

a palace.

T
H O U G H  the goodnefs o f  G o d  is the 

original fource o f  every bleffing ; yet, 

in the ordinary courfe o f  things, blef- 

fings are not im m ediately and m iracu- 

loufly poured down from  heaven, but are, through 

the feafonable friendly conveyance o f  one creature, 

tranfm itted to another. T h e  author o f  all things 

hath fo fram ed, and doth fo govern the w ide-ex­

tended univerfe, that every part o f  it, w illingly or 

unw illingly, prom otes that perfection and happi- 

nefs o f  the w hole, and in particular o f  the hum an 

fpecies, w hich was deftined for them  in the divine
A  2 decree.



decrec. Angels are all miniftring fpirits, fertt 

forth to minifter to them that are heirs o f falva- 
tion. T h e fun, that he may enlighten, and ani­
mate, and cheer, and adorn the earth, cometh forth 
as a bridegroom out o f his cham ber, and rejoiceth 

as a ftrong man to run his race. W ith  no lefs 
unwearied activity the other celeftial bodies per­
form their ftated revolutions, and contribute to 
the regularity, beauty, and harmony o f  the uni- 

verfe. Ir we defcend to this lower region, there, 
even fire, hail, fnow, vapour, and ftorm y wind, 
fulfil G o d ’s pleafure. Thus the general fcheme o f 

Providence, and the operations o f animate and in­

animate nature, ftrongly indicate man’s obligation 

to obey the will o f the fupreme Lord o f  all, and in 
his fphere to promote the great defigns o f  the di­
vine wifdom and goodnefs. It is not enough that 
he cannot be charged with deliberately thwarting 

the end o f his creation : if  he is altogether unac­

tive, and inftead o f rightly employing his talents, 

lives an indolent, dreaming, ufelefs, unprofitable 
life, he is guilty o f oppofing the intentions o f  his 

m aker, and on that account liable to condemna­
tion. G ood  works, works whereby G od  is g lo­
rified, and the happinefs o f  mankind promoted, 
are abfolutely necelfary to ju ilify  a profeiiion o f  pi­

ety to G od , and o f benevolence to man ; and we 

may well apply here what our Lord fays in another 
cafe, “  H e that is not with me, isagainit m e; and 

“  he that gathereth not with me, fcattereth

* Mattb, xii, 30»
T he
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T h e  acquiring or exercifing  em inent fkill in ufe- 

fu l arts and fciences, undoubtedly deferves to be 

ranked am ong good  w orks ; yet too often men 

are prom pted to this b y  no higher principles than 

am bition, covetoufnefs, nay, even love o f  eafe and 

pleafure. Scripture therefore lays no ftrefs on this, 
but lays great ftrefs on w orks o f  charity and bene- 

ficen ce, as evidences o f  true religion. “  M y  little 
“  children, (faith John * ) ,  let us not love in w ord, 

“  neither in ton gu e, but in deed and in truth: and 

“  h ereby w e kn ow  that w e are o f  the truth, and iliali 

“  affiire our hearts before h im .”  A n d  a greater 

than John reprelents the trial at the general ju d g e­

m ent, as refpetting the evidence m en have given  

o f  fuitable regards to the R edeem er, or the want 

o f  fuch regards, b y  having relieved or neglected 
to  relieve thofe in diftrefs f .

It is not, how ever, m y prefent defign to explain 

and inforce the grace o f  charity, or that exteniive 

branch o f  it, compafiion to the affliâed . I rather 

chufe to recom m end one particular fpecies o f  m er­
c y , nam ely, the training up in fuch a manner the 

children o f  the poor, in the know ledge and prac­

tice o f  religion, and in ufeful induftry, that their 

fons may be as plants grown up in their youth, 

and that their daughters may be as corner-f t  ones, 
polijhed after the fimilitude o f a palace: that 

their fons being early planted b y  divine grace in 

the houfe o f  the L o rd , m ay g ro w  up to full ma-

*  I John iii. 1 8 ,  1 9 .  f  M a tth .  xxv. 3 1 . — 46.
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turity and ilrength in his courts ; and that their 
daughters, ihining in their native fweetnefs, and 

a d o rn e d  with a humble, modeft, pious, m eek, and 

quiet fpirit, may exceed in beauty and graceful- 
nefs thofe poliilied pillars which embellilh a royal

palace.
Tim e will not allow me to delineate the manner 

in which children muft be trained up, if  we would 

have the comfort o f this glorious and delightful 

fitrht. It would greatly contribute to the eale and 
intereil o f young people, and to the peace and fe­
licity o f all with whom they may Hand connected, 
were they early formed to habits o f companion and 
humanity, courteoufnefs and civility, truth and in­

tegrity, diligence and application, of fubmiffion to 

thofe above them in years or authority, and o f 

bearing it with patience, that their humours are 

crofled, their defires not gratified, and their un- 

reafonable hopes difappointed.
Y e t this care, however neceiTary, is by no 

means fufficient. Unenlightened reafon hath 

taught thefe lettons ; and men animated by no 
worthier motives than intereft or honour, have in 
fome meafure practifed them. Thefe men are ufe- 

ful to fociety, from principles, which, had circum- 
ftances varied a little, would have led them to un­
dermine it. A n  ufefulnefs fo precarious is not to 
be confided in. Confiant and uniform goodnefs 

can only flow from real religion. Perhaps this is 

one reafon why, in the 15th pfalm, the heirs o f  
heaven are defcribed, chiefly from their perform­

ance

\
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ancc o f  focial duties, and their freedom  from  

the oppofite vices : becaufe, though in particular 

inftances, there m ay be right co n d u it w here there 

is no religion; yet G o d , w ho trieth the heart, and 

hath pleafure in uprightnefs, often brings men in ­

to circum ftances, in w hich religion alone can pre­
vent their deviating from  the paths o f  juftice and

Scripture every w here reprefents right b elief as 
neceffary to produce fuch a religious tem per. 

W ith o u t k n ow led ge, the heart cannot be good ; 

and i f  men are fan£tified, it is through faith in 
Jefus Chrift.

A  b elief that Jefus is the Chrift:, the Son o f  the 

living G o d , o r, w hich is the fame thing, a belief 

that G o d  fent his Son to be the Saviour o f  the 

w orld , neceflarily fuppofes a belief, that the w orld 

was in circum ftances w hich rendered fuch a dif- 

penfation abfolutely neceffary for their recovery. 

T h e  gofpel proclaim s liberty to the captives. T o  

m en infenfible o f  their bondage, that proclam ation 
m uft feem  an infult, not a favour. T h e y  only w ho 

k n o w  their m ifery, and their utter inability to help 

them felves out o f  it, will w elcom e the tidings, that 

Chrift; cam e to feek and to fav£ that w hich was 

loft.

If, therefore, through the bleffing o f  G o d , w e 

w ould prom ote in you n g people that fenfe o f  their 

fpiritual w ants, w ithout w hich C hrift and his fal- 

vation will be view ed w ith  indifference or con­

tem pt, let us endeavour to imprefs on their minds
j u f t



ju íl fentiments o f the being and perfections o f  
G od , and their relations to him as their creator, 
preferver, and bountiful benefactor. L et us re­

mind them, that this glorious G od , to whom  they 

are indebted for all they enjoy, demands a perfect 

and perfevering obedience to his laws, fees their 

aótions, hears their words, knows the very thoughts 

o f  their hearts, and, as he is now the witnefs o f 
their temper and conduct, will ere long be their 

judge. L et us appeal to their reafon, if the loving 

the Lord G od with all the heart, and foul, and mind, 
and ftrength, and our neighbours as ourfelves, is not 

fit and becom ing ; and if the law which injoins this 

love, and a correfponding practice, is not holy, 
and juft, and good. Let us appeal to their con- 

fciences, if  they have not failed o f yielding a com ­

plete obedience to thefe infinitely equitable pre­

cepts ; nay, if  matters are not wretchedly amifs 

with them ; if they are not under the dominion o f 

corrupt inclinations and appetites, which hurry 
them on to courfes equally oppofite to their duty 

and to their intereft, even when they fee that their 

ruin in this and a future world m ud be the con- 
fequence ; if their evil difpofitions have not been 
already increafed, and are not in danger o f  be­
ing ftill farther increafed, by intercourfe with o- 
thers as bad as themfelves ; if they are not utterly 
unable to cure the moral difeafes with which fin. 

has infected their hearts ; and if, by know n, deli­
berate, prefumptuous wickednefs, they have not 

rendered themfelves unworthy o f G o d ’s pity and
help.

[  8 ]



help. L et us aik them , i f  the G o d  againft w hom  

they have rebelled, may not ju itly  perm it the evil 

fpirits w hofe counfels they have follow ed, to lead 

them  captive at their pleafure. L e t us inculcate it 

upon them , that in G o d ’s favour is life ; that thofe 

only are truly blefled w hom  he chufeth, and cau- 

feth to approach to him felf ; but that there is de- 

II ruction to the w icked , and a fore and it range 

plague to the w orkers o f  in iq u ity; ib that the 

ftouteft-hearted am ong them  lhall find how  fearful 

a thing it is to fall into the hands o f  the living 
G o d .

H avin g  thus opened the extenfive demands o f  

the law  o f  G o d , and difplayed its awful terrors ; as 

w e mean not to drive them  to defpair, w e m uff 

alfo publiih to them  the glad tidings o f  falvation b y  

the remiffion o f  fins, through the tender mercies 

o f  our G o d . T e ll them , ye w ho with well to 

their precious fouls, that G o d  fo loved a w retch­

ed and a worthlefs w orld , as to fend his onlv- 

begotten  Son , to be w ounded for our iniquities, 

and bruifed for our tranfgreffions ; that whoibever 

believeth on him  m ight not perifh, but m ight have 

everlafting life. T e ll them , that the blood o f  

G o d ’ s Son cleanfeth from  ail fin ; that his merits 

have intitlcd thousands o f  the ch ief o f  tinners, and 

can intitle thoufands m ore, to eternal life ; and 

that his Spirit can take the ftony heart out o f  our 

fleih, and put into us hearts o f  fleih ; that thele 

ineftim able bleffings are freely offered to every 

hearer o f  the gofpel, and none excluded from  a 

ihare in them , favc th ey w ho b y  final im penitence

B  and
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and unbelief exclude themfelves. T ell them, that 
the Redeemer, in the days o f his humiliation, dif- 

covered a peculiar tendernefs 01 afte£tion for little 

children, by laying his hands upon them, and 
bleffing them, and faying, cc Suffer little children

to come to m e, and forbid them not ; for o f 

“  fuch is the kingdom  o f heaven and that, to 

encourage thofe who devote to him the flower o f 

their youth, and the vigour o f their ftrength, he 

hath alfo faid, “  I love them that love me ; and 

€C they that feek me early, ihall find m e.”  So­
lemnly warn them, that thefe words o f falvation, 

which, when received with faith and love, are a 

favour o f life unto life, will, if  re jeâed  or defpi- 

fed, prove a favour of death unto death.
N or is it enough that we teach young people 

the doflrines and duties o f Chriftianity. A s they 

are in danger, both from  their companions, and 

thofe farther advanced in life, o f im bibing that 
inftruûion which caufeth to err from the words ot 

know ledge, we m uil alfo make them know  the cer­

tainty o f the things wherein they are iriftructed ; 
arguing with them, that a fcheme fo glorious as 
Chriftianity muft needs have G od for its author ; 
and that G od hath borne witAefs to its divine ori­

ginal, by figns, and miracles, and divers m ighty 
wor ks, and gifts ot the' H oly G hoft ; and efpe- 

cially by the refurreftion of Jefus from the dead.
I f  the rifing generation rightly underftood, and

firmly believed the great truths o f the gofpcl, that

faith would purify their hearts from inordinatxe aftec*»
tion

L i o  ]
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tîon to the riches, pleafures, and honours o f  this 

w orld , and inflame them  w ith ardent love to their 

G o d  and R edeem er ; that love, by enlarging their 

hearts, w ould anim ate them  to run w ith chearfulnefs 

in the w ay o f  G o d ’s com m andm ents ; nay, con- 

ftrain them  to live to him that died for them , and 

rofe again. A n d  thus the doctrines o f  our holy 
religion, when received, not as the w ord o f  m an, 

but as they are in truth, the w ord o f  the living 

G o d , w ould pow erfully excite  to a becom ing beha­

viour in every charafter and relation o f  life.

T h e  m oil tranfient reflection on thefe things 

m ay convince us, that no good  man bellow s a 

m ore ufeful and im portant charity than he w ho 

contributes to the Chriilian  education o f  poor 

children. It m ay not how ever be im proper, as 

the plained truths are often overlooked, to repre- 

fent to you  fom e o f  the peculiar excellencies o f  

this fpecies o f  charity. A n d ,

I. T h is charity tends to prevent m ifery, and 

therefore is m ore noble than that w hich only al­

leviates di ft refs, or procures it a ihort and uncer­

tain relief. O u r reliih for goo'd, I readily ac­

kn ow led ge, is then m oil exquifite, w hen that 

good  is obtained and enjoyed after w e have long 

felt the oppofite evil. Y e t  fcarcely w ould any 

man purchafe that increafe o f  pleafure, b y  ye^rs 

o f  poverty and ficknefs, o f  torture o f  b o d y, or o f  

anguiih o f fpirit. Y o u  account you rfelf m ore in­

debted to him  w ho preferves you  from  adverfity, 

than to him  w h o, in m isfortunes, w hich his fea-
B  2 fonable
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fonable companion and care might have eafily â* 
verted, affords you a fcanty and im perfeû fupply ; 

and he is juitly eiteemed to do another a great­

er kindnefs, and better to promote his intereft, 
who endeavours to prevent his becom ing w icked, 
than he who only attempts to reclaim him from a 

courfe o f abandoned wickednefs when actually 

engaged in it. That very principle which inclines 

us to pity and relieve the diflreffed, or to reform 

the vicious, will, if  wifely directed, alfo incline us 
to wifh and endeavour, that diitrefs and w icked­
nefs may be prevented. H e that doth good as 

objeds o f diftrefs happen to fall in his w ay, re- 

freihcs his own bowels, hearkens to the voice o f 
humanity, and ad s a truly amiable and worthy 
part : but he who, from a ileady fettl-ed principle 

o f piety and benevolence, is anxious to ward oft 
the evils o f every kind incident to man, and to 

contrive fchemes for advancing and fecuring their 

happittefs, exercifes a more perfect charity, not 
extorted on the fight o f  mifery by mere animal 
impulfe, but flowing from a liberal foul devifmg 
liberal things. I might add, that the good 
done by fuch charity, though greater in itfelf, is 

'often done with much lefs trouble and expence. 
It is far eaner to put a young perfon in a w ay to 

feed and clothe himfeif, than to minifter to the 
neceffiti'es o f  thofe whom idlencfs and debauchery 
have reduced to ■ indigent circumftances. W hen 
the body is bowed down with difeafe, the fpirit 

funk with forrow, or the heart hardened with the
deceitfulnefs



deceitfulnefs or fin, our charity m ay com e too late5 
and, though kindly m'eant, m ay prove ineffectual. 

E ducating the children o f  the poor is therefore an 

excellent charity. M an y w ho m uft have groaned 

under pinching poverty, eat the bread o f  forrow , 

■and drunk the w ater o f  affliction, are thus put in 

■a condition to fecure a livelihood to them felves and 

fam ilies, to enjoy the com forts o f  life, nay, to 

m inifter ou t o f  their abundance to the neceffities 

o f  others ; m any w hom  vice m ight have brought 

to  an infam ous, untim ely end, in confequence o f  

fuch care, live beloved and honoured, and die la­

m ented ; and m any w ho w ould have been holden 

w ith  the cords o f  their fin, and died w ithout in- 

ftru ftio n , becom e em inent and exem plary C hri- 

ftians, ihining as lights in the m idft o f  a crooked 

and perverfe generation. A n d  this leads m e to 

obferve,

II. T h e  pious education o f  poor children is cha­
rity to the fouls o f  men. B y  directing our boun­

ty  into this channel, thofe m ay becom e really re­

ligious, w ho w ould otherwife have grow n up a- 
m ong us a lew d and profligate race, void o f  all 

kn ow led ge and fenfe o f  duty. I f  he a£ts chari­

tably, w ho, b y  feeding the h u n gry, and clothing 

the naked, lengthens out for a little a ihort, pre­

carious, and w retched life ; doth not he a£t Itill 

m ore fo, w ho b y  recovering a finner from  the er­

ror o f  his w ay, faves a foul from  death, and co­

vers a m ultitude o f  fins ? I f  it is kindnefs to ran- 

fom  from  outw ard captivity, is it not fuperior k in d ­
nefs
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nefs to contribute our endeavours, by a religious 
education, to turn finners from darknefs to light, 
and from the power o f Satan to the living G od  ? 

I f  giving a piece o f bread, or a cup o f cold wa­
ter, fhall not lofe its reward -f what fhall be the re­

ward o f thofe who fupply periihing fouls with fpi- 
ritual food, and condud them to Chriit, the foun­
tain o f living waters ? T h e  Prophet Daniel hath 

told us, “  T hey (fays he * )  that be wife, ihall 

“  ihine as the brightnefs o f the firmament, and 
they that turn many to righteoufnefs, as the 

“  itars for ever and ever.”  Thofe, we may rea- 

fonably conclude, ihall ihine brighteft in the firma­

ment o f glory, who in this lower fphere did m oil 
referable the Sun o f righteoufnefs. In his tem ­

per and conduct, and in his only, compafiion and 

love may be difcerned in their fulleft perfection. 

Thefe, it muft be allowed, he gloriouily difplay- 

ed, in giving food to the hungry, health to the 

lick , eyes to the Wind, feet to the lame, nay life 

to the dead. Y e t  it was for other, and ftill no­

bler purpofes, that the Sun o f righteoufnefs arofe 
on a dark benighted world. H e left the bofom o f 

the Father, he lived a life o f forrow, and at laft 

fubmitted to a ihameful and accurfed death, that 
he might bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs, 

put away fin by the facrifice o f himfelf, difpel the 
clouds o f ignorance and vice, deitroy the works 
o f  the devil, redeem from all iniquity, and puri-

f y

*  Dan. xii. ?.



fy  to him felf a peculiar people, zealous o f  good 

w orks. H is charity in all things has the pre-em i­

nence : but no afts o f  charity o f  w hich w e are 

capable, fo m uch refem ble his, and therefore none 

are fo excellen t, as thofe w hereby w e prom ote the 

Cilvation o f  precious and im m ortal fouls. D o  you 

then call yourfelves Chriftians, and yet gru d ge a 

little expence in that caufe, for w hich G o d  fpared 
not his ow n Son, but delivered him to the death ? 

A r e  there am ongft us m ultitudes o f  you n g people, 

ready to periih for lack o f  k n ow led ge, expofed an 

eafy prey to the devil, the w orld , and the fleih, 
and running on, infenfible o f  danger, in the broad 

w ay that leadeth to deftruction ; and ihall not your 

eyes pity, and you r hands help ? I f  you are not 

blind, you  m uft fee them  in im m inent hazard o f 

being fentenced to dwell with devouring flames 

and everlafting burnings. T h e re  is a poflibility 

you r charitable endeavours m ay deliver them  from  

fo dreadful a doom , and can you  deny them  that 

charity ? I f  their danger m ove you  not, at leafl 

be m oved b y  you r ow n. R em em ber w ho he was 

that faid, “  I f  thou forbear to deliver them  that 

“  are drawn unto death, and thofe that are ready 

“  to be flain ; if  thou fayeft, B ehold  w e kn ew  it 

“  not ; doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 

“  fider it ? and he that keepeth thy foul, doth not 

64 he kn ow  it ? and ihall not he render to every 

man according to his w orks *  ?"

C 15 ]
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III. T he pious education o f poor children, is 3 

ch arity  in which, o f all others, there is the m oil 
probable profpe£t o f doing good, and the fmallefl 
danger o f mifapplication. Objects o f  charity are 

many, and our relief cannot poffibly reach them 

all : it is therefore our duty to order our alms 
with difcretion, to bellow  them chiefly on thofe 

who moil need, and beft deferve our help ; and 

not to difable ourfelves from  relieving fuch, by 

mifplacing our charity upon others, fufficiently able 
b y  honeil labour to fupport themfelves. N ow  
thefe rules o f prudence llrongly recommend the 
charity o f erecting and fupporting fchools for poor 
children. Thefe little-ones have no arts in b eg­

ging, no diffembled tokens o f  mifery to impofe 
upon us, no affected clamours to overbear us : 

but, ah ! how many diforders and difeafes, natu­
ral and moral, are incident to their infirm and 
tender age ! and to what various hazards are both 

foul and body expofed through their own weaknefs 
and levity, and through the careleffnefs o f others ! 
Y e t they feel not their worit difeafe; their greateil 
neceflity they are utterly infenfible of, and the 
dreadful dangers that hang over their heads alarm 

them not. T h ey have no parents, or their parents 

are incapacitated by poverty or ignorance, to fow 

in their young hearts the good feed o f the word : 

that foil, therefore, without the afliilance o f  others, 

muft remain barren, or be overfpread with briars 

and thorns, which, through the bleffing o f G od
on
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on due ancl tim ely culture, m ight have becom é 

fruitful in every good  w ord and w ork.

A s  the danger o f  m ifapplying this charity is 

fm all, fo the profpeft o f  doing good  by it is probable^ 

It is in thefe days o f  their youth , that our endea*- 

vours to form  them  ufeful m em bers o f  fociety, 

and fincere C h n ftian s, bid faireft to profper. 

T h e y  brought into the w orld with them , it m uft 

be acknow ledged, irregular appetites, and hearts 

difafte&ed to G o d  and goodnefs : but they have 

not as yet ( le n g th e n e d , b y  a long courfe o f  pre- 

ium ptuous fin, this their natural depravity, har­

dened their hearts from  G o d ’s fear, and provoked 

his Spirit to ceafe to be a reprover to them . In 

their firft and early years, it fares in fom e degree 

with their minds as it does with their bodies ; 

they are m ore fupple and pliant, and can with lefs 

difficulty be bended into any form  : whereas in riper 

age  they gro w  rigid and ftifF, and preferve that 

lhape and figure into w hich they w ere firft m ould­

ed. Hefrce Solom on advifes, *  “  T rain  up a 

“  child in the w ay he ihould g o  ; and when he is 

old, he will not depart from  it.”  N o t but that 

there have been, and will b e, m any exceptions 

from  this general obfervatioh. Y e t  ftill there is no 

circum ftance in life w hich has greater influence 

than education on mens fentiments and manners ; 

and even w hen thofe well trained up, are over­

com e b y  the pollutions that are in the w orld .
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through luffc, or fatisfy themfelves with an empty 
form o f godlinefs, confcience often recoils, and 
the good • principles imbibed in childhood, one 
time or other, pierce them with fuch anguifn and 

contrition, as at length happily iflue in repentance 
unto falvation not to be repented of. T h e  reco­

very o f thofe from the flavery o f  fin and Satan, 
who have grown old in ignorance and vice, is a 
much harder taik : “  Can the Ethiopian change 
“  his Ikin, or the leopard her fpots ? then may 

“  they who are accuftomed to do evil,”  and want 
the knowledge which is the foundation o f religious 
impreffions, “  learn to do well.”

IV . Charity to poor children is o f m ail exten- 

five influence, in promoting the glory o f G od , the 

advancement o f religion, and the temporal profpe- 

r ity o f  anation, it is indeed a noble charity, to 

fupport thofe in the decline o f life, ready to fink 

under the double load o f  poverty and ficknefs ; it 

is a Hill nobler charity to recover from the fiiare 

o f the devil, the aged firmer, whofe iniquities are 
multiplied more than his days, and whofe fteps at 
once haiten towards the grave, and towards eter­
nal deitruction : yet we cannot plead, that the 

general good o f mankind is much promoted by 

fuch charity. T h ey who are about to leave the 

world, have little ability or leifure to reform it. 

T h e young and gay regard their repentance as the 
effedt o f dotage, or at beft neceflity, not o f  a fin- 
cere and rational choice. It is otherwife when 

youth are trained up in the good ways o f  G od.

T h e
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T. he happy efleits o f  this charity are not confined, 

to the im m ediate objects o f  it. T h ro u g h  the blef- 

fing o f  G o d  th ey often extend to their parents, 

their children, their friends, their neighbours, to 

the church and nation, and even to diftant coun ­

tries and future ages. Parents difabled by pover­

ty  to maintain and educate their children, are eafed 

o i that burden, nay, fee a hopeful appearance that 

thefe children m ay prove to them  what O b ed  was 

to N aom i, a reftorer o f  their life, and a nouriiher 

of their old age. P oor children having been ac- 

cu itcm ed  by tim ely difcipline to be tra d a b le , and 

obedient to the advice and authority o f  their teach­

ers ; lubmiffion to rulers, w ho in the juft conftitutio- 

nal exercife o f  their pow er, are minifters o f  G o d  for 

g o o d , and terrors only to evil doers, becom es eafy 

to them , and they are in little danger o f  difturbing 

the quiet either o f  church or ftate : whereas they 

whofe obitinacy, felf-will, rudenefs, and pride, 

have been fuffered to take root in youth , will be 

apt to prove uneafy under the gentleft y o k e , and 

rebellious againft the beft o f  governm ents. M any 

w ho w ould crtherwife have contracted habits o f  

pilfering and cheating, or at leait have fu n k  into 

a vagrant, loitering, inactive life, m ay be habitua­

ted to ufeful labour, and inftead o f  pefts or bur- 

deus, becom e em inent bleflings to focietv, and 

greatly increafe the national w ealth, w hich chiefly 

flows from  the num ber of hands em ployed in arts 

and m anufactures. Fam ilies w hich otherwife 

w ould have peitered the public w ith  fwarm s o f
C  2 noxious
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noxious creatures to prey upon its vitals, thus be­

come nurferies of honeft induftrious fervants, di­
ligent and ikilful apprentices, and profitable mem- 

bers o f the commonwealth. T h e errors and dis­
orders o f men in low life, greatly affect the public 

profpcrity and peace : now many o f thefe errorj 

flow from ignorance of religion ; from the baneful 

influence o f loofe examples ; from idfenefs, which 

ftrengthens every irregular appetite, and opens a 
wide door to every temptation ; and from necef- 
fitous ftraitened circumftances, which often leave 
men little leifure, and lefs inclination, for mind­

ing the one thing needful ; yea, fuggeft to them, 
difhoneft fhifts for bettering their circumftances.. 
A gainft thefe inundations o f public confufion, 

charity-fchools, when well regulated, are a confi- 
derable fence, by good inftru&ion, by good dif- 
çipline, and by accuftoming young people to in- 

duftry and application.
N or is it only the temporal profperity o f a na­

tion which this charity is calculated to advance ; it 

tends alfo to promote the fpread of genuine Chri­

ftianity. Parents who have lived without G od  in 

the world, may be excited, by the bleffing of G od 

on the prayers, examples, and endeavours o f their 
children, to join themfelves to the Lord in a per­

petual covenant, never to be forgotten. W h en , 

b y  divine providence, thefe dear and promifing 

youths enter upon public life, and intermingle in 
the bufinefs and converfation o f  the w orld; inftead 

o f  corrupting others by an infectious example, by
irreligious
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irreligious and diflolute principles, or bv licentious 
and obicene difcourfe, it m ay be hoped, that their 

m ouths ihall fpeak w ifdcm , their tongues talk  o f  

underftanding, and their hands b e  ready for every 

good  w o rk  o f  induftry and o f  charity. W h ile  

their light thus ihmes before m en, others feeing 
their good  w o rk s, w ill g lorify  their heavenly F a ­

ther. T h eir  am iable exam ple will recom m end the 

go o d  w ays o f  G o d  to men w ho have hitherto been 

ftrangers or enemies to religion. O ne and ano­

ther o f  them  iliall be accofted thus, perhaps by 

fuch from  w hom  they w ould have expected it leait: 

«  I will g o  with you  ; for Í have feen that G o d  is 

with you . T h y  people ihall be m y people, and 

thy G o d  m y G o d .”  x\nd w hen that G o d  w h o 

fetteth the folitary in houfes, ihall m ake them  fa­

milies lik e  a flock , the things that they have heard 

and kn ow n , and their teachers have told them , 

th ey  will not hide from  their children, that the 

generation to com e m ay k n o w  them , even the 

children that ihall be born, that they alfo m ay a- 

rife. ana declare them  to their children, that they 

m ay fst their hope in G c d , and not forget his 

w o rk s, but keep his com m andm ents. T h u s one 

generation ihall praife G o d ’ s w o rk s to  another, 

and Ihall declare his m ighty a ü s . T h e  R edeem ­

e r ’s nam e ihall endure for ever, and ihall be con ­

tinued as long as the fun ; n ay, the blefling ihall 

extend  to diftant countries as well as to future a- 

ges. Confiderations refpeçting the life that now  

is, or that w hich is to com e, carrying the perfons

o f
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o f fome, and the influence o f others, to foreign 
lands, ihall carry with them the gofpcl Oi Chriih 
Thus men ihall be bleifed in Jefus, and all na­
tions íhall call him blefied. G od , for the glory 
o f  his name, will fow his people in all corners of 
the earth, that he may pave the w ay for faying to 
them that were not his people, “  T h ou art my peo- 

“  pie; ”  and for their faying, “  T h ou art my G o d .”  

In the dark places o f the caft and o f the weft, 

o f  the fouth and o f the north, now full o f the ha­

bitations o f cruelty; religion, without enthufiafm 
or fuperftition, liberty without licentioufnefs, g o ­

vernment without tyranny and oppreífion, Ihall find 

new abodes. W h at hurts or defiles ihall be more 

and more removed ; and the earth become full of 
the knowledge o f the Lord  as the waters cover the 

ica»
Say not, that things fo glorious cannot be ho­

ped from the education o f  poor orphans : I flatter 

myfelf, they may be hoped from  the education of 

many o f the dear youths now before me. O f 
what grace, or o f what gift o f the Spirit, does the 

obfcurity o f their birth, and the poverty or death 

o f their parents, render them incapable ? Confuit 

the hiftory o f pail ages. Is there not often a wheel 
within a wheel, which, in an am azing manner, 
raifes men o f the meaneft defcent to the m oil emi­

nent and important Rations ? O r hearken to what 

the facred oracles declare : “  G od  raifeth up the

poor out o f the duit, and liftcth the needy out
“  o f
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“  o f  the dunghill, that he m ay fet him with prin- 

“  ces, even w ith  the princes o f  his people 

G o d  hath form erly chofcn, and w e k n o w  he cart 

ftill chufe, “  the w eak  things o f  the w orld, to con- 

“  found the things w hich are m ighty ; and bafe 

“  things o f  the w orld , and things w hich are defpi- 

“  fed, yea, and things w hich are not, to bring to 
“  nought things that are f . ”

T h efe  coniiderations abundantly ju itify  the pru­

dence o f  the gentlem en, w ho having raifed, by 

their own generous contributions, a fund for m ain­

taining, cloathing, and inftrudting poor orphans, 

from  all corners o f  the k in gd om , w ere erected in­

to a corporation for that purpofe, A .  I). 1742 . 

Such  has been the fuccefs o f  this benevolent infti- 

tution, that m any hundreds have been inftructed 

in the principles o f  religion, reading, w ritin g, a- 

rithm etic ; and in fpinning, and fuch other em ploy­

ments as m ight beft fit them  for ufefulnefs as 

tradefm en or houfehojd-fervants. For tw enty years 

p ail, there have been in the houfe from  thivtv- 

five to fifty children. T h e  intereft o f  their capital, 

and voluntary donations, enabled the corporation 

lait A u g u ft  to increafe the num ber o f  orphans to 

fixty  ; and fince that tim e, to defray the expence 

ot feveral alterations and im provem ents m ade on 

the H ofpital. Lhe m anagers being allowed the 

uie o f  this chapel for occafional ferm ons, the col­

le r io n s  at w hich go  to the orphans, have turned
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a confiderable part o f  the houfe, formerly referred 

for preaching, into comfortable and healthy apart­
ments for lodging the children, which are capable 

o f  containing double the number now in the houfe> 

and where nothing, fave the narrownefs o f  their 
funds, prevents their receiving many deftitute or­

phans, who folicit admittance. Surely this fimple de­
tail o f fa&s will be motive fufficient with the bene- 
volent and humane to patronize this inftitution. 

It is now more than time to hailen to a conclufiom 
T h e falutary effects o f hofpitals and charity- 

fchools muft, in a great meafure, depend on the 

wifdom and faithfulnefs o f  their directors, in im­
proving their funds to the belt advantage ; on their 

caution in preferring, without partial regards, the 
molt proper objeûs o f  charity ; and on their care 

in intruding their inftruftion with men o f con- 
fcience and abilities. Perm it m e, therefore, to 
remind the managers o f this hofpital, that all their 

deliberations and decifions will be reviewed at a 
higher tribunal, and their m oil fecret fprings o f  ac­

tion unvailed before an alfembled world. I f  they 
have been unfaithful in the mammon o f unrigh- 

teoufnefs, who will commit to the ir truft the true 
riches *  ? A n d if through their unfaithfulnefs mul­

titudes are miferable in time and eternity, who 

might have been happy in both worlds, had they 

managed the concerns o f  the public with the fame 

care they would have managed their own, can we

fuppofe,
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fuppofe, that the blood o f  fouls, fouls whofe fal* 

vation ought to have been precious in their fight) 
will not be required at their hands ?

B u t as m any w ho now  bear an honourable part 

in the admini ft ration o f  public charity, m uft foon 

refign to others that im portant truft, it concerns 

thofe w ho have the right o f  nom inating their fuc- 

ceffors, i f  they w ould do ju ftly  and love m ercy, and 

if  they w ould not add to their own guilt, by being 

partakers o f  other mens fins, to chufe men fearing 

G o d , and hating covetoufnefs ; that defpife the 
gain o f  a proftituted confcience, will not be unduly 

biaffed b y  felicitations, and fhake their hands from  

holding o f  bribes : and how ever public virtue be 

ridiculed, perm it me to fay, that experience hath 
ihow n us, and I hope will continue to ihow  us, 

that fuch men m ay be found. N o r fhould m odefty 

or indolence lead them  to decline, w hat perfons 

lefs qualified are too often eager to folicit. P er­

haps there are few  ways b y  w hich men w ho enjoy 
leifure and opulent fortunes, and are in eafy cir- 

cum ftances of life, can do the w orld m ore fub- 

ftantial fervice, than b y  undertaking fuch trufts 

from  benevolent and difinterefted m otives, and m a­

naging them  with integrity and care. Su ch , there­

fore, if  tem pted to decline that burden, w ould do 

w ell to confidcr the doom  o f the fervant w ho hid 

his talent in a napkin ; and that to him that know - 
eth to do good , and hath opportunity o f  doing it, 

b u t doth it not, to him it is fin.
I ihall now  turn to the m ailer and miftrefs em ­

ployed in teaching the children in this HofpitaL

D  L et
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Let not fo excellent and well-appointed a charity

in any meafure mifcarry through your negligence 

or mifbehaviour. T h e public expects, and G od 

himfelf, to whom you rauft give an account, de­
mands, that you ihould exert your beft endea­

vours, by ufeful religious inftruction, by a pious 

exam ple, by neceftary difcipline, and by ferve.it 

prayers, that the youth intrufted to your care may 

become ufeful members of fociety, and fmcere dif- 
ciples o f Chriit. W hile your allowance from the 
public bears fo fmall a proportion to that important 

and difficult w ork in which you are employed, 

vour faithful fervices will find a nobler reward in 

the teflimony o f a good confcience, and fometimes 

too, in the pleafure o f obferving the feeds of 

know ledge, religion, and virtue, fpringing up un­

der your culture, and promifmg a plenteous har- 
v e ft: and though, in this refpect, your labour 

ihould feem in vain, your work fhall be with the 

Lord, and you fhall receive a full recompence at 

the refurreâion o f the juft. Be net therefore 
weary in well-doing, though your employment has 
peculiar temptations to wearinefs and difcourage- 

m ent; for in due feafon you fhall reap, if  you 

faint not.
I mean not, in what I have faid, to trefpafs a- 

gainft juftice and truth, by infmuating the leafl 

reflection on thofe intrufted with the government 

o f this Hofpital, or with the inftruction and in- 

fpection o f the orphans. There is however no 

impropriety in warning men againft evils which at 

prefent they hold in the utmoft abhorrence, o-

therwife
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therwife the m eek and gracious Jefus would not 

have thus cautioned his difciples : “  T a k e  heed to 

«  yourfelves, left at any tim e you r hearts be o- 

“  vercharged with furfeiting and drunkennefs, 
“  and cares o f  this life.”

T im e  allows me to fay little to the dear orphans. 

L e t you r hearts burn with gratitude, and let your 

m ouths be daily filled with the high praifes o f  

G o d , who put it into the heart o f  the founders 
and fupporters o f  this inftitution to provide for 

jo u r  neceflities, and to fecure you  an education in 
all refpetts lo proper for you , that, by im proving 

it aright, you  may be happy both in time and 

through eternity. Pour out your prayers to G o d  

for the m anagers, and for the m ailer and miftrefs 

o f  the H ofpital, w ho have taken a care o f  you  

w hich your own parents, b y  poverty or b y  death, 

w ere difabled to take. W e re  it not for that care, 

you  m ight have rem ained in the thickeft E gyptian 

darknefs, even in the m idft o f  G oih en , and, th o ’ 

born in the pale o f  the vifible church, have lived 

and died ftrangers to the faving truths o f  the go- 

fpel. O  confider, that thefe early inftruclions, 

w hich are now  your happinefs, i f  neglected, will 

prove you r m ifery, aggravate your guilt here, and 

increafe your puniihm ent hereafter ! Y o u r  cafe 

will be the w orfe for prefent advantages ; and it 
w ould have been better for you not to have know n 

the w ay o f  righteoufnefs, than, after you  had 

know n it, to depart from  the holy com m andm ent. 

B u t I hope better things o f  yo u , and things that 
accom pany falvation. M ay the bleffing o f  the 
L ord  reft on every one o i you ; and m ay m any o f

you



you be honoured to be eminent bleilings to the Bri- 

tilh nation, and to the church o f G od.
I Ihall now addrefs m yfelf to all who are capable, 

b y  their charitable contributions, o f helping for­
ward the good education o f poor children. I f  you 
have no children o f your own, your freedom from 
the charge o f maintaining and providing for a fa­

mily feems to commit the children o f  the poor to 

your compaffionate regards. L et it therefore be 
your delightful w ork, to referable him who is a 
father to the fatherlefs, and the orphan’s flay ; 

and he will give you a name and a place better 

than that o f fons and o f daughters. I f  G od  has 
bleffed you with children, natural affeftion to them 

ihould fuggeit to you thoughts o f pity for defti- 

tute orphans, who want advantages for temporal 

and eternal happinefs, which your children, and 

even many o f  the children o f the poor, enjoy. 

Perhaps a little laid out for their relief may derive 

a  bleiling on yourfelves and families : whereas 

your (hutting up your bowels o f m ercy, and with­
holding more than is meet, may blail your beft en­

deavours for your own offspring.
A nd now, may the Lord ftrengthen the bars o f 

Zion ’ s gates, and blefs her children within her ; 

may he make peace in her borders, and fill her 

with the fineft o f the wheat ; may our fons be as 
plants grown up in their youth, our daughters as 

poliihed ftones carved after the fimilitude o f a pa­

lace ; and may the Lord make all grace to abound 
towards us, that we always having fufficiency in all 

things, may abound in every good work.
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T o  the P U B L I C

Edinburgh, May 1774*

T H  E  utility  o f  hofpitals fo r  the re lie f  o f  the diftrefT- 
ed and deftitute, appears every day m ore obvious ; 

and the increafe o f  lu x u ry ,  w ith  the h ig h  prices o f  provi- 
lions, ren d er th em  at this time m ore necelTary than ever.

T h o fe  fou n d ations w h ic h  provide fo r  the education c f̂ 
y o u th ,  are evidently  o f  the happieft confequences to  fo- 
ciety. H u m a n ity  and public fpirit have accordin gly  efta- 
blilhed feveral o f  thefe in this city, fo r  the reception o f  
th e  p o o r  children  belonging to different dalles  o f  the in­
habitants. T h e  O R P H A N  H O S P I T A L  alone re ­
quires no hered itary  qualifications. Its doors are open 
to  deftitute ch ildren  o f  b o th  fexes fro m  all corners o f  the 
k in gd o m . T h e  o n ly  requifites are, that they be really  
deftitute, free  o f  infectious diftem pers, and not u n d er  
feven, n o r above tw elve, years o f  age. S u c h  orphans 
are in this hofpita l com fortab ly  m aintained and cloth ed  -, 
they are inftrudted in the principles o f  re lig ion , in read ­
in g , w riting, an d  arithm etic ; th ey are accuftom ed to 
w o r k in g  in the h o u fe  ; they are tau gh t to  foin  their o w n  
cloaths, and lu c h  oth er em ploym ents as m ay belt fit them  
f o r  u fefu ln efs, as tradefm en and houfehold-fervants, and 
th ey  are not difmiiTed till the m anagers th ink them  able 
to  earn  th eir  ow n  bread \ they are then  recom m ended to 
p ro p er mafters.

T h is  inftitution owes its rife, and in part its fu p p ort? 
to  v o lu n ta ry  donations. T h e  contributors to it were 
erected into a co rp oration  by ro ya l charter 1742. P r o ­
vidence has fm iled u p o n  the delign. Since that time, 
m an y h u n d red  orphans have received their maintenance 
and education in it, w h o  are n o w  u fe fu l members o f  fo- 
ciety ; and by the liberal donations o f  m any w ell-difpofed 
Chriftians, the corp oration  is n ow  poiTelTed o f  a ftock  
that produces fu ch  an annual revenue, as, w ith  the v o ­
lu n tary  donations, is fufficient to m aintain about fixty 
ch ildren  : yet a m u ch  greater num ber cou ld  be a cco m m o ­
dated in the h ou fe. W ith  deep regret, th erefore, the 
M an agers often find, that, fro m  the ilate o f  their funds, 
th ey  can admit but a few o f  the m any helplefs children w ho 
apply to them ; and they are indeed obliged to refufe their 
a ili(tance to numberlefs deftitute orphans, both  o f  this city,

and
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and from  other places, w h o  are not intitled to admiflion 
into any other hofpital, and w hofe unhappy circum ftan­
ces, were they know n to the wealthy and benevolent, 
w ould doubtlefs excite their companion.

T h e  Managers think it their duty to take this m ethod 
o f  making their fituation know n, and folicit the benefac­
tions o f  the religious, the humane, and the patriotic, to ­
wards the fupport and more exteniive ufefulnefs o f  an in- 
ftitution, w hich, notwithftanding its prefent precarious 
and confined fituation, has been attended with very emi­
nent advantages.

Every donation amounting to L .  5 Sterling is added to 
the capital Rock, i f  not otherwife d ireded  by the d on or ; 
and a donation o f  L .  150 Sterling intitles to  prefent an 
orphan to the hofpital fo r  ever.

D onations may be given in to M r  R obert Scott-M on- 
crieff merchant in Edinburgh, T reafu rer  to the H ofp ita l,  
or to any o f  the prefent Managers.

Lift o f  the Prcfident and Committee o f  Managers.

Prefident o f  the Corporation.

T h e  H on . A lex a n d er Bofwell o f  A u ch in leck , one o f  the
Senators o f  the College o f  Juftice.

Committee of Managers.

James Smollet, Efq; one o f  the Commiffarics o f  Edin­
burgh.

A lexa n d er Belfches, Efcp A d vocate .
M r  W illiam  W a lk e r  fenior, W riter.

W a lte r  Scott, C lerk  to the Signet.
John  Forreft fenior, "")
James T h o m fo n  fenior, S- M erchants.
'Charles W allace, 3
J o h n  Caw , Afllftant-Secretary o f  Excife.
A lexan d er D on aldfon , i  Bookfellers.
William G ra y , J
William D ick fon , D yer.
W illiam  T h o m fo n , W eaver.
James Gentle, Brewer.
James Y o u n g , W igm aker.
W alter  Coffer, A ccountant **)
W illiam  G allow ay, Com ptroller > to the Hofpital. 
James Forreft, C lerk  J


