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L E T T E R ,  & c .

H E long and fatisfactory converfation with 
which you favoured me in M arch laft and your 
fubfequent opening to the H oufe o f  Comm ons o f 
your great plan for the education o f the people o f

o f  every day fince that period. It is alm oit the 
only fubjefl: in which no clafs o f  rational beings 
can be uninterefted. T h e deficiency o f  education, 
no fplendor can conceal, no dation can fup- 
ply ; nor is there any perfon, however elevated 
his rank, who would not w illingly relinquiih fome 
part o f his envied pre-eminence to be num bered 
with the children o f know ledge. O n  the other
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hand it is to be fuppofed, that no perfon whofe 
early youth has been well trained and cultivated, 
would confent to exchange that ineftimable bief* 
fing for the languor and vacuity o f unlettered 
grandeur. That great deitroyer, Kouli Khan, 
could not either write or read ; the bloody bufinefs 
o f the field being over, his recreation was, as we 
are informed by his hiftorians, to contemplate a 
large emerald in his tent. Could he have em
ployed fome o f his hours in itudy, the intrepid 
barbarian might have learned that conqueft has 
nobler ends than the plunder o f the wealthy, and 
the maffacre o f the defencelefs. W ell might it 
be perhaps for the community, that fo many 
who refemble the Khan in his ignorance, would 
alfo imitate him in his retirement ; but for want 
o f fome food for the mind, o f fome occupation for 
the underftanding, much the greateft part o f life 
is confumed either in deplorable idlenefs, or 
(hameful debauchery. The power o f thinking, 
without objeûs for its exercife, is one o f the 
moil tormenting properties annexed to the 
conflitution o f human nature. Plutarch in his 
parallel between Lycurgus and Numa gives the 
preference to the former for having employed fo 
much of his attention, and framed fo many of 
his inilitutions exprefsly for the education o f the 
children o f the ftate, which he fays the Roman 
legiihtor had entirely negle&ed. The confe- 
quence was, that by adhering to this early difci- 
plice Sparta flouriihed near five hundred years, 
.while the ordinances o f Numa fell into negleâ

upon
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upon his demife, and their efficacy perifhed with 
himfelf. B ut it is not neceffary to refort to an
cient hiilory for what can be better afcertained by 
m odern experience. H ow ever various the fpecu- 
lations, whatever difference o f opinion m ay be en
tertained as to modes, all mankind agree in the 
principle, that without education no country can 
flourilh.

Y o u r  plans are great indeed, com prehending 
the happinefs o f  m illions, and o f ages yet un
born, beginning with the child o f  the meaneft 
and m oil unlettered peafant, and ending in fuch 
as by their fuccefsful toils in the beft fervice o f  the 
public, (the training and form ing o f  its youth) 
ihall be entitled to the m oil honourable diftinc- 
tions. It was faid by M ilton, that “  the improve- 
“  ment o f  education is one o f  the greateft and 
“  nobleit defigns that can be thought of, and 
“  for the want o f  which this nation periihes.”  
I f  a juit cultivation o f learning was fo effential to 
the welfare o f  Britain in his day, what ihall be 
faid o f  its importance at prefent in a filter ifland 
lefs indeed in extent and comprehenfion, but much 
m ore fertile in weeds and brambles, and almoit 
choaked by their exceffive exuberance ? B y  edu
cation is meant the breeding up o f  all perfons o f  
cither fex, and this is evidently the education in
tended in the fpeeches from the throne. There 
cannot be a more exalted fubject for confideration, 
whether the manner o f  im proving the minds o f  
the higher or o f  the lower orders o f  the people is 
to be difcuffed. Both ranks partake in foine



degree o f the fame qualities and colour. The firit 
matter that occurs upon this truly important fub- 
ject is the grofs and hourly abufe o f time. Viiit 
a cottage in Leiniler, and the following pitture will 
be prefented to your view : Near a fmoaky fire
place a woman fubdued by dull habit into torpor 
and apathy, with two or three dirty children o f 
different ages near her, not only in utter inactivity 
themfelves, but preventing the mother from exe
cuting or purfüing with efte£t any work o f utility 
or tending to deanlinefs : Every one o f thefe
children n ig h t be occupied either in fpinning, 
knitting, weeding in gardens, or in fome other 
o f thofe employments which, though highly ufe- 
ful, are not laborious : Initead o f thefe, their 
only occupation is to torment their parents or 
other perfons living with them.

Alm oit all the evils o f this country proceed from 
the vile education of the people, who are brought up 
in lazinefs, dirt, equivocating, lying, pilfering, and 
artful talk. Ainongft thofe o f a rank next above 
the common people (I mean fuch as live upon their 
means, as it is called, without any calling or ila- 
tion) what is to be obferved but a liitlefs infipid 
exiftence or mere vegetation, kept up by the 
pitiable habits o f fwilling pernicious draughts, ot 
Avearing, lying, and contriving artful fchemes to 
circumvent and impofe upon their fuperiors ? Thrs 
fwináíh pifture is too deteilable to dwell upon. 
In order to give, and we need not go far for 
it, one o f a better fort, let us turn our eyes to a 
large part o f the Northern Province, which is in 
many initances a ilriking contrail to the three

other
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ether divifions o f  this beautiful and fertile ifland, 
In m any parts o f U lfter, the^appearance o f induf- 
try im mediately prefents itfelf upon your en- 
trance into a cottage ; fpinning, w eaving, or pre
paring the raw material previous to thofe opera
tions employs the principal part o f  the fam ily, 
except at thofe feafons o f  the year when their few 
acres call them abroad to the labours o f  huiban- 
d ry, and the renovation o f  their bodily ftrength, 
which would otherwife fuifer from a confiant fuc- 
ceiîion o f  fedentary employments. Y o u  find them 
coarfely but com fortably cloathed, moderately 
fupplied with the necefTaries o f life, many o f  them 
attentive to the duties o f  religion, poíTeííed o f as 
m uch learning as is necefiary for their flations, 
and obferving a degree o f  cleanlinefs which, 
though far below what it ought to be, bears 
evident marks o f improvement in civilization.

O ne o f the w orfl yet m oil flriking features o f 
this country is a negle& , and, I might fay, a con
tempt o f  laws. M oil perfons, however unin- 
foi med, think they have wifdom  and knowledge 
enough to ju flify  a contradiction to legal reftraints. 
T h e y  fet up their own judgm ents againfl the go
vernment and againil the legiilature, and unfortu
nately have done fo too often with effect and with 
im punity by afliitance from flanderous and feditious 
prints, the fcum  o f  literature. T h e  confiant and 
univerfal profanation o f the L o rd ’ s day is a re- 
m aikable inftancc o f  this truth. T h e m agiflracy 
feem to be infatuated in regard to this i'ubjeit. 
T h ey  and the clergy throw the blame upon each 
other, while the reft o f  the world do not fcruple

to

(  7 )



to pafs a cenfure freely on both. I f  people in 
this quarter o f the world imagine that the 
Sabbath is treated in moil parts o f the neigh
bouring ifland, or in U lfter, in the manner in 
which it is near the metropolis, they are very much 
miftaken. Even in the luxurious and immenfe 
cities o f London and W eitm infter there is by 
every mechanic and ihop-keeper at leail the 
greateil refpect paid to Sunday. Nothing is to 
be bought and fold upon that day. It is needlefs 
to paint the very different conduct in Dublin and 
the neighbouring towns. It is a pifture not to 
be endured by well-wiihers to this kingdom, to 
the government, the laws, or to religion.

Y ou r juit and generous defign o f  making the 
parifh fchools effectual by appointing in each a 
mailer o f found and good principles to train the 
rifing generation to induilry, truth, cleanlinefs, and 
Christianity, and to inflruft them in good Engliih, 
writing and arithmetic, infpires every thinking 
mind with the beft hopes for the future profperity 
o f this nation. Is it neceffary to prove that the 
greateft good to be conferred ijpon a nation, even 
in a temporal light, would be to fow the feeds o f 
Chriilianity in the rifing generation ? Piety 
and virtue thereby enforced are the beil fecu- 
rity o f civil power. But this is fo obvious a 
truth, and religion appears fo perfectly adapted 
to the political intereil o f government, that 
one o f the moil plaufible objections which its 
adverfaries have raifed again ft it is, that it was

an
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îiiî invention o f  policy, an engine invented 
by ilatefmen to keep them in fubjedion. Y e t 
fniall are^ thofe advantages when compared to 
the certain, the infinite bleflingè which thd 
truths o f the gofpel impart to every individual 
w ho cordially embraces them : fuch have in 
their own bofoms a lure prefervative againft 
every violation o f  moral ju ftice ; the law is in
deed written in their hearts. N o r is the recep
tion o f  Chriftianity only a negative good, but 
the ftrongeft itimulus to labour for the good 
o f  all. W h ó  that has the feelings o f  huma
nity can reflect without a degree o f  anguifh on 
the mifery o f the greateft part o f  the wretch
ed inhabitants o f  this ifland ? yet may we not 
be bold to lay, that could they be inftructed in ge
nuine Chriitianify, and prevailed upon to embrace 
it, the picture would be reverfed. T heir e x 
treme poverty is not owing to the foil, or the 
clim ate, but to the iloth, the pride and drunken- 
nefs o f the lower clafs, and the unfeeling laviih- 
nefs, covetoufnefs, or penury o f their fuperiors ; I 
dare not fay their betters. N ow  who that has any 
know ledge o f  the gofpel need be told it is a 
m edicine for the root o f  all thefe evils, and m uft, 
fo far as it is embraced, effe&ually eradicate them, 
lh a t  the greateft part o f  the poor does not em 

brace it feems eafily accounted for. H ow  ihall 
they believe that which they do not know , nor 
have the means o f know ing. V ail multitudes in  
this kingdom  are in the m oil brutal (late o f igno
rance, and know  fo little o f  the truths o f religion,

B  t h a t

'  (  9  )



that it is a profanation o f the word to call them 
Chriitians. Bleifed be G od, the great and necef- 
fary truths o f Chriftianity require no great ex
pence o f time or learning, they are fo plain to the 
iimple and upright that “  a way-faring man 
though a fool (as the prophet fays ) ihall not err 
therein.”  Shall we not then joyfully labour to 
put into the hands o f the poor the means of 
finding this pearl o f great price.

Notwithftanding it mull be admitted that perfons 
o f birth and fortune feem to require improvement 
in their education at leait as much as the inferior 
orders o f m ankind, yet until the latter ihall be 
in a good degree purged from their bafe and 
pernicious habits, iuch a work cannot be earned 
on with much profpeft of fuccefs. One great cir- 
cumitance in a fuperior fyftem o f education is a 
reafonable degree o f liberty. A t  one o f the great 
fchools (Eton, W eftm infter, W inchefter, and 
Harrow) a boy finds at a very early age (par
ticularly a boy o f parts and memory) that he has 
much time to manage, and that although bounds 
are afligned, “  the limits c f his little reign,”  as 
the poet defcribes them, yet that it is in his power 
to ramble to a certain diftance with impunity. 
Thefe habits feem to be o f great advantage to 
the health and even to the minds o f the young 
itudents, and certainly render their labours de
lightful. I have never known any one bred up 
in places where fuch a degree o f'lib erty  as 
has been mentioned prevails, who did not recol
lect, with pleafure and exultation, the times o f
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his early education; nor any o f  thofe who have 
been bred under ilrifter rules o f conftraint, cir- 
cum m ured in a narrow fpace, and fecluded en
tirely from  the commerce o f m ankind, who did 
not recollect them with difguft and abhorrence. 
A  very diflinguiihed character, as well for tafte in 
literature as for talents for the public fervice, 
whofe lot it was to have been educated in this ihite 
of imprifonment, declared that the remembrance 
o f  his boyiih days recalled nothing to his mind 
but pain and mifery ; whereas the m oil abfolute 
blockhead who has received any part o f  his educa
tion at a great public fchool, finds fomething in the 
recollection which he dwells upon with pleafure. f

It feems at firit view  aftoniihing that in the 
multitude o f  adminiitrations which this nation 
has feen fince the R f o r m a t i o n ,  no one has in 
any degree attempted a plan for the amendment 
of the morals of the people until the arrival 
o f  his G race o f  Rutland. If any attempt o f 
this fort had been made, the pariih-fchools could 
not have remained in the ftate in which they now 
are. T h e  caufes why they have remained in this 
itate are fo obvious to every thinking obferver, that

•

It

"t* W  hat has been faid o f  public fchools fhould not have been 

urged  to  y o u  w h o  k n o w  them  all as well as any perfon can 

k n o w  them , b ut th at I lately found a gentlem an educated at 

one o f  them , and afterwards at O x fo rd ,  w h o  had not confider- 

ed the m atter in that l ig h t,  y e t  confefled the tru th  o f  the 

•bfervation when b ro u g h t before him . W h i l f t  ly in g , pilfer-

B  2 ing,
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ît does not f c c m  neceflary a t  prefent to expatiaiç 
ppon them. The R e f o r m a t i o n  and a  deiire o f 
propagating pure and genuine piety, is probably 
the reafon why the 29th o f Henry the VIII. is the 
period o f the well intended act for pariih-fchools. 
The beneficed clergy were obviouily the perlons 
to look to for a  fupply, when it was intended to 
inftruâ the illiterate not only in the Englifh lan
guage, but in Englifh R e f o r m a t i o n . W ould 
to God the clergy had made this work the chief 
object o f their iludy ; truth, induitry, and ho- 
neity would then have filled the land. ;

Y ou  will obferve that I choofeto confider your 
excellent fyftem as confifting o f fix different 
plans. M y reafon for fo doing is this, that I am 
unwilling to confider all projefts for the better 
breeding o f the youth o f this country as em 
barked in the fame veflbl, and fubjeft to the 
fame attacks and dangers. If any circumilance o f 
locality 01* the terrors o f expenfe, fhould obftruft 
the progrefs o f any one or more o f the fchemes 
which you have propofed for the benefit o f the 
youth o f family and expectation, there feems no 
reafon why fuçh as are for the ufe o f the inferior 
orders o f mankind, particularly fuch as the laws 
in being ought now to govern, mould not be put

ing, and dram-drinking, continue to be the ufual occupations 
o f  the common people, how is it poflible that a fuperior fyftem 
for the higher orders can be citabliihed confident w ith  that 
liberty which upon long experience appears to be abfolutely
heceifary ?
L ' - v  • .

in
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in  motion without delay. I have the fatisfattioi* 
to believe that they are already in motion ; that fit 
perfons are chofen and determined upon to be 
the directors o f this large machine, and that they 
are now preparing the ground for a good and 
lad ing foundation. * T o  dwell longer upon the 
hopes o f a new mode o f  governing parochial 
inititutions is unneceflary. I quit therefore the 
fubjeft, although with fome regret ; for who 
could not expatiate with delight on an attempt 
to refcue all future generations o f the people

*  A  very intelligent perfon (who has obferved the m anner' o f  
the different ranks o f  people in this kingdom) feem ed to conceive 
that the higher orders fhould be obliged to fet an exam ple o f  
truth, honefty, induftry and fobriety, not only to fnch perfons as 
are immediately dependent on them , but alfo to the community 
at large. I f  m y friend can devife any means o f  inforcing his juft 
doftrine effectually upon perfons born to the pofftffion of the goods 
o f  fortune, and who, by her means, have opportunity o f  copying 
all the vices o f  all countries, he will doubtlefs have theallillance of 
every well-wifher to Ireland. But as all that can be done for p ir-  
fons born to property, feems to be to open good fchools for their 
reception *, and as the rich appear upon every account to be a fmall 
objetf in companion with the poor, I ftiall not dwell upon the m any 
deficiencies o f  the former, nor attempt iirpoflibilities. Induftry 
and honefty w ill  affuredly affociate, and by wife and tim ely 
regulations the mafs o f  people may be coerced for their own good, 
and an abolition o f  cheap fpirituous liquors m ay remove one 
principal caufe o f  their prefent d epravity . T h e  raifing the 
w ages o f  day labourers feems to be a moft advifeable obje&, and 
b y  no means at a diftance, when induftry {ball take poffelïion c f  
the land, and banifh thofe poifons which at prefent choak every 
vital fpring. I f  the legiflature and the government wil l  copy 
the exam ple o f  the father o f  the prefent prime minifter o f  
Britain, the bufinefs will be done, and the legend o f  St. Patrick’s 
war againft toads and vipers will be no more remembered. 
T h e  immortal Pitt, afterwards E arl o f  Chatham , compleated, 
flagrante bello, compleated the great work for England.

from



from bafe culture, bafe habits, and all the vile- 
nefs that at prefent exifts through the greateft 
part o f this kingdom.

The next head, the better ordering and govern
ing twenty-two diocefan fchools,is o f great import
ance ; but when I confider that the fentimtnts o f 
Government and of Parliament are known to my 
lords the Biihops, who are excellent judges o f this 
matter ; that the laws for thefe purpoies have been 
ftriftly examined, and that there are large funds 
which have been too long mifuied, I am the lefs ap- 
prehenfive for any mifcarriage in this part o f the 
fyftem. If the piefent bench of Biihops were 
juftly and fairly eftimated, (for Biihops are fpoken 
o f with more envy than any clafs o f men what
ever) the major part would be found men o f excel
lent learning, and o f admirable difpofition for the 
purpofes o f education ; fome o f them in train 
and antient habits exa&ly fuited to fuperintend 
improvements o f this nature ; fo much fo, that 
it feems likely that they would o f themfelves have 
engaged in this noble caufe, although the govern
ment, fo much to their eternal honour, had not 
propofed it. Upon looking over the lift o f  fpi- 
ritual lords I fee eight or nine names o f fuch as 
have been already well employed in this great 
fervice, I mean the training o f youth either at 
fchool, at the univerfity, or in private. I there
fore confider that the ftate has a right to exped 
every thing from their affiftance, more than their 
affiftance, their government o f thefe fchools, as 
well as bountiful contribution to them, and above

all,
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all, that through the exercife o f  their autho
rity the pious and benign intention o f Erafmus 
Sm ith and other founders ihall not be fruilrated.

U pon the third head, that o f  Provincial hofpi- 
tals or academies, little need be urged. E very 
inch o f  that ground, provided good mailers o f 
every fort fhall be procured, will tend to the 
beft o f  purpofes ; the good o f  m ankind, and the 
g lory o f  the A lm igh ty. Suppofing their plans 
and merits not to exceed the difcipline o f  the 
Blue-Coat H ofpital, can any rational perfon have 
a doubt that four additional Blue-Coat Hofpi- 
tals would be o f advantage to this ignorant and 
thoughtlefs people ? A lthough no one perfon ap
pears capable o f  co n d u cin g  a Provincial A cad e
my in all its parts, yet there is an expedtation 
in the public, that a gentleman and a fchclar who 
has long laboured in the mines o f Engliih lite
rature, and particularly in the fcience o f  pro
nouncing that language, may be appointed a maf- 
ter. 1 his gentleman has been conftantly gaining 
ground upon the general attention by his leftures 
and publications, which have raifed him to the 
top o f his art, not only in the opinion o f  the 
natives o f  G reat Britain and Ireland, but in that 
of foreigners alfo. H ere therefore he may have 
an oppoturnity o f  cultivating objects worthy o f 
his genius and knowledge and o f the unremitted 
attention which he has given to thefe fubjeàs 
foi more than thirty years paft. His experience 
and charafter feem to point him out in a peculiar 
manner to preiide over ftudics and exercifes in

the
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the Engliih language in the firft Provincial A ca
demy.J

The fourth head I confider as doing the 
greateft honor to the projector o f any c f  the 
fchemes which have been ftated to Parliament/ 
It will be virtually tranfplanting into this 
neglefled foil the beft fhoots o f the moft 
flourifhing claffical infututions now exifting. I f  
thefe plants take firm root, there will be no 
need o f fending children to gather the fruits o f 
literature, however delicious, in other countries, 
which may be procured more eafily, cheaply, 
and perhaps in greater perfection at home. 
I fay in greater perfe&ion, not fo much ‘ in
dulging a hope o f being able to ihui out a tafle 
for expenfe and the confequent vices, as from a 
belief that the directors will cull out the bell; parts 
o f  the methods and plans o f the prefent great 
feminaries, omitting thofe which are cenfurable,' 
and extracting from the whole a fyftem better 
than any o f the befl models that have hitherto 
exifted. The mafter o f the fchool o f Arm agh 
has fet the example o f purfuing a plan o f learn
ing which muft appear to every impartial perfon ta 
be fuperior to that o f any o f the principal fchools. 
In fome points a fmall fchool (as Armagh ftill is) 
cannot anfwer the full purpofes o f public educa
tion, for number is eflential to emulation, and 
by emulation every public objefl: muft be promot
ed and kept alive. The endowments propofed 
under this head muft operate as a ftimulus and a* 
very efTential benefit to the caufe o f learning.

( *6 )
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Tnaí: a fílence upon the rem aining part of 
\ our f\ ft .m  m ay not be imputed to diiappro- 
bation, it fcems neccflary to add, that as 
a capital city, and the near vicinity to chibs 
o f  various forts does not feem a good f i x a 
tion for the cultivation oI fcience, morals, or re
lig ion , my fufTrage mu it go  for a college in the 
fields, and 1 freely exclaim , as you did to a itrenu- 
ous ailertor o f  the celebrity and dignity o f the 
m other univerfitv,j '

I  dccus, I  nojlrum^ mclioribus utcrc cû/jipisf

In the report o f  your fpeech o f  A pril lail 
mention is made in more than one place o f  an oath 
to be taken by the vifitors previous to the exam i
nation o f ftudents and fchoiars. I f  the reverend 
perfons whom  I have in m y m ind’s eye are chofen 
for directors, fuch an impofition will, be totally 
fuperfluous, and w ill probably hurt their feelings. 
T o  a general oath upon entering into office there 
fecnis to be little objection, though certainly oaths 
even in this iijftance are too frequently admini- 
itered, and therefore too lightly regarded. B u t 
an oath upon every circuit and at every fchooi 
muft appear unneceffary, and impels one to cry 
out with Brutus,

N o ,  not an oath , i f  not the faith o f  men,

T h e  fu ff  ranee of our fouls, the times abufe,
“  I t  thefe be motives w e a k ,  if/c.”

^Ilere it occurs to rem ind you o f  the neceffity 
o f providing for what you touched in your

C  fpeech,
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fpeech, but did not dwell upon with that energy 
which attended you in other parts o f your fvftem.
I mean the education o f females. I am ready to 
allow every thing that can be advanced in favour 
o f their fuperior innocence, but if they are not 
trained with greater care, fas their wit is gene
rally iharper than that oi men, and their atten
tion lefs occupied) many c f  the evils complained 
o f m uil remain.

B U T  at a time when the education and morals 
o f  the people are to be fubjecis of the at
tention o f Parliament, it is hoped their wifdom 
will be directed to a point oi the greateft im
portance, and, as I conceive, m oil intimately 
connected with the fuccefs o f your noble defign. 
Ofcfervaticn o f feveral years has convinced me, 
that the early and confiant ufe o f fpirituous 
liquors is the grand evil o f this kingdom.

Hoc fonte dérivai a cl ad es
In patriam popidumque fluxit.

It would be endlefs to enumerate the vices and 
miichiefs which flow from this fource. If the go 
vernment means, as there is every afiurance it 
does, to give good education to the people o f this 
kingdom, it muil begin by the abolition o f whif- 
key. There is (one can fcarcely believe an evil 
fo very dreadful) a fort o f whifkey which fells for 
two (hillings per gallon. Let Parliament raife 
the duty fo as to make it fell at treble the price, 
(fomewhat lefs than brandy) and fpirits will not 
*aiy longer be the common drink o f the common
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neople. It is impoffible that any perfon fhouîd 
have looked upon this country even for a very 
few  years, and not have eagerly wifhed to m ake 
the people • better. A  race fo well featured, fo 
ftrong, fo animated, fnould be trained up to 
the bell purpofes, and not, as they have been, to 
their oppofites. T h e  opportunity is now given ! 
the time is com e ! E d u c a t i o n : has been twice 
recom mended from  the Throne.

— Quod bptanti Divzim promittcrè nemo 
Auderet volvcnda dies en áttulii ultro !

O n e does not look for argum ents in fuch á 
caule. A lm oit every objett you can look upon 
is an argum ent, and would have ferved as a 
memento to a people not plunged in perpetual 
intoxication. T here is not a day or hour in 
which an obferver does not fee the evils arifing 
from  whiikey. E ven while I w rite I hear ot 
death violently accelerated in three inftances by 
its operation. O ne dreadful inilance lies w ithin 
a few  yards o f  m y pen, in the perfon of one 
who m ight probably have lived near forty years 
longer but for the c o n flu e n c e s  o f fpirits.

W e re  a ftranger to form  an eftimate o f the 
population o f Ireland, from  the num ber o f  li
cences for the fale o f  fpirituous liquors in every 
tow n and village o f this kingdom , he would be 
induced to think that the m illions o f France 
and G erm any were inconnderable compared to 
thefe multitudes ) but he would find upon exami-

C 2 . nation*
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nation that this pernicious commodity is out oF 
all proportion either to the neceffities cr to the 
number o f  the people. I have never beheld 
thefe fatal' words, liccnfed to fe ll fpirits, (always 
diftin il, clean, and legible) without dejection 
o f mind, and inexprefiible horror. Thefe fewy j.

words contain the diigrace and ruin o f  a nation. 
W ithout any ftrained paraphrafe, their import 
is, here you a re invited io the purchafe of 
crimes % difeafe, and mfery. This is the true 
C irce’s cup, and the wretch who drinks becomes 
inftantly degraded beneath the condition o f  a 
hog, for his reafon is loft, and his carcafe can 
neither be fold nor eaten. Enter into any o f  
the innumerable (hops or hovels where fpirits 
are retailed, and one objeâ in Handy attracts your 
notice, the veflel which contains this liquor ; you 
fee that this is the hope, the darling o f the fa
m ily, this is the proud idol;

— —  Pueri circum innupiajue pucllœ
Sacra canunt.

Its ftaves are found, its hoops are ftrong, and its 
fidcs are painted, while every other utenfil, every 
other article in the habitation is ihattered and 
filthy. The cafe alone without its contents is 
o f more value than the whole houihold inventory.j
T o  think o f infuiing any notions o f  induftry, 
probity, or comfort, into fouls dcvcted to ftath, 
and into brains overwhelmed with intoxication, 
is a vain fpeculation. It is to fcatter feeds upon 
the water, and to expect fhrubs and fruit without
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foil or fonfhine. A  peafant ftruggling under h k  
m orning draught being aiked w hy he was intox- 
icated at lb early an hour, anfwered, that by- 
being drunk at fun-rife, he had the com fort o f  
it the w hole day afterwards. Such is the princi
p le , and fiich the practice o f  thefe untutored, 
unfortunate people. T h e com fort o f  a peafant in 
other countries, is to have his cottage clean and 
w arm , and to fee his children cloathed, induftri- 
ous and honeft. T h e com fort o f  a peafant ia  
too m any parts o f this country, is to wallow with 
fw ine, and to forget his exiftence. N or is this 
drink confined to the com m on people only. In  
two great provinces it is faid to be in general abule 
am ongft all ranks, except thofe o f  confiderable dif- 
iinCtion.

It fecms probable that all the evils which 
■ihe immoderate confumption o f  this liquid poi- 
fon has produced, gin would have brought 
upon the neighbouring iiland, had not the 
iegifiature wifely and tim ely interpofed. T o  
dim inilh the num ber o f  venders, and to pro
hibit the very fmall retail feem to be methods 

obvious and practicable. G reat vigilance will 
■ccrtainly be requifite to counteract the in
genuity o f  fraud, and refolute perfeverance can 
alone conquer habitual depravity.; but extra
ordinary efforts muft be exerted for extraordi
nary purpofes. L et this fubject be confidered 
as it ougiit to be, and difficulty w ill vaniih. The 
morals of the people dellroyred, the ftrength o f 
a nation wafted, the very vitals o f  the ftate con- 
fumed and withered, and the caufe o f all thefe

calamities
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calamities, glaring and acknowledged, mu it re
proach the law-makers either with infenfibility 
or with weaknefs. W ere it poffible to commute 
a political for a natural evil, and the melancholy 
alternative were left to ele&ion, no friend to 
this country would hefitate to prefer all the 
plagues o f Afia to the fmgle plague of v/hiikey. 
The former have their times and periods, thou- 
fands are fent to the grave, and the devastation 
ceafes. But in the plague o f whiikey there 
is no intermiffion, inceffant as the Vulture of 
Prometheus,

bnmortale jecur tondens

one generation periihes, and the netft fucceeds 
to the fame cataitrophe. If it ihall be objected,- 
that the exigencies o f the itate cannot afford fuch 
a defalcation from the revenue as the lofs o f  
the income arifm'g from the duty upon licenfes, 
and the excife o f fpirits, let it be confidered, 
that to obtain funds for the fupport of government 
by the deitruction o f the people who are governed 
is a itrange perverfion o f the purpofes o f revenue. 
But fome other beverage nvuit be fubffituted in 
the place o f that which ihall be taken away,and if  it 
be made pleafant, whotefome, and invigorating, 
there will be a certainty o f its conlumption, 
and in all probability an encreafe initead o f a 
diminution o f revenue. W hile this potation ren
ders artizans and labourers unhealthy and penny- 
íefs, did it at the fame time make them innocent
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and contented, there would be fonie compen* 
fation ; but on the contrary, they become at once 
the moil: poor, debilitated and the m od wicked 
race in the univerfe. W in e  and malt liquors 
when not fwallowed to fuch excefs as to over
whelm  the faculties, fometimes open the natural 
benignity o f the foul, and brighten the im agina
tion. B ut in this poifon there is fome infernal 
quality, which not only extinguifhes all that is 
amiable in the difpofition, but excites the fot to 
every fpccies o f  outrage and barbarity. W h ile  
he has any ufe o f  fpeech, he will utter execra
tions and blafphemy ; while he has any power 
o f  m otion, he w ill move to mifchief. Thefe are 
the parents, the brethren, and the kindred o f the 
.children intended to be educated, and this is the 
dom efiic exam ple for the rifing generation ! we 
m ull reverie the decalogue, and initead o f honor, 
infert abhor your father and mother, and your days 

J!:all be long in the land. I f  you fufpecl that m y 
zeal m ay have hurried me into exaggeration, 
confult thofe who have feen m oil and are bed 
inform ed, confult the judges o f the land, who 
have too frequent opportunities o f contemplating 
the dreadful ëffefts o f  fpirituous liquors. Y o u  
w ill find upon this point no contrariety o f  evi
dence and little difference o f  opinioii. Should 
the good genius o f Ireland confiderably prolong 
the duration o f  the prefent governm ent, great 
reform ation may be é^peíled in many material 
points o f management and polity. Fluctuating 
and fhort-iived adminiftrations have been am ong

the
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the diftinguiihed curfes o f this kingdom*- W hat 
great fcheme o f improvement, what iubfl'amia! 
plan for public benefit could be digeited and 
perfefted, while government was hardly a fix 
months tenure in the hands which held it ? The 
attention o f ilatefmen in Ireland was diverted 
from national objects to the cabals at W eftm in- 
iter, and congratulatory addreffes were fcarcely 
offered up to one Lord Lieutenant, when Collins 
and Dugdale were to be ranfacked to firrniih fub- 
je£ts for panegyric oil the anceiiry o f his fuccef- 
for. T o  unfav what had been faid, to undo whatj 7
had juft been done, to .vilify what had been 
praifed, and to extol what had been reprobated 
feemed to be the fafeft rule for the temporizing 
politician. A ll that might naturally be expected 
followed o f courfe. The executive power was fet 
at defiance. The laws were eluded, the legiflature 
was treated with derifion and infult, and the very 
vileit o f  the populace trampling upon all fubordi- 
nation, iiTued wild mandates, and dictated to their 
rulers. ' 'Lake a Ihort retrofpeft but to the appear
ance and condition o f the metropolis when the 
D uke o f Rutland arrived in Ireland. Gangs o f 
drunken banditti took port in the ftreetsand avenues 
o f the city by day, and favoured by daiknefs and a 
despicable magiftracy committed all forts o f de
predations by night. Seditious clubs hatching mif- 
chief, and difTeminating anarchy among the people 
anembled in every quarter, exhortations to trea-

fon
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ion, aflaiTmaticn, and rebellion were the confiant 
burden o f the newfpapers, and thefe were publicly 
and for a time with impunity hawked about and ■ 
fold all over the capital. T h e  m oil refpeftable 
fenators were profcribed ; lifts o f their name» 
were handed round, and they were marked out as 
the proper victims for the fury o f an intoxicated 
and defperate rabble. T h e  rage o f  democratic 
madnefs could proceed no farther. 1  he perma
nency even o f a four years governm ent has pro
duced fuch an entire change, that were not the 
revolution fo recent one could hardly believe 
the neceffity for it had exiftcd. Seeing order rife 
out o f  confufion, fecurity in the place o f dan
ger, and law with liberty fupplanting licenti- 
oufnefs, it is impoffible not to wiih that power 
be Ion 5 veiled in hands w hich have ufed it fo 
w orthily, and for the beft purpofes o f rational 
<rovermnent. T h e  laws have recovered their tone 
and vigour, and fome new ftatutes have beeii 
added to the code, which though long wiihed for 
and neceffarv, were the defpair o f  former admi- 
niilrations. T h e  officers o f the crown, the public, 
and the Parliam ent have this certain aflurance, 
that the noble perfon who reprefents the fovereign, 
w ill chearfully take the lead in every projeft, and 
patronize every fyftem which can fecure the w el
fare or promote the profpenty o f the  ̂ country 
wbicM he is appointed to govern. Candid, bene
volent, liberal and firm ; the m ild but ileady tenor 
o f his official conduft has already fecured to him  
the re fp e d  and confidence o f the public ; while
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his amiable manners and the unoftentatious good- 
ncis of his heart,have left impreilions to his honour 
as ditfufive and general as his intercourfe with fo- 
ciety. J he Duice o f Rutland has now viiited 
every part o f  Ireland; probably there are not 
twenty natives o f rank who have feen fo much 
of it. Reprefentations will not come under 
the fame difadvantages as might have attended 
them with moil o f  his predeceiTors. IIow  often 
muil his eyes have been ihocked and his heart 
chilled by the fpectacles which whiikey prefented 
to him !

It is a miilake to conceive that the people 
o f Ireland are by nature more lazy, more fero- 
cious, 01 moj e cruel, than in other countries, 
i  ranfplant them and the reverfe o f the aflertion is 
more near to truth. The hardeit labour (that 
of coalheaving, and the carrying o f fedan chairs) 
is performed in London chieily by Iriihmen. But 
their liquor is porter, not fpirits. Vices and 
crimes are not of their nature but o f their ha
bits, and until thefe are fubdued or eradicat
ed, they will continue to be pefts o f fociety. 
While the means o f intoxication are at hand, 
to be procured at every coiner and in every hovel’ 
a reformation o f maimers cannot be expefted. 
The chalice will be drained to the foulefl dregs, 
and the major part of the peafantry o f this ill- 
fated land coniigned to debauchery and perdition.

M any well-difpofed and well informed per- 
ions, who have often turned their thoughts to 
this lubjeft, lament the continuance o f thefe evils,

and
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and acknowledge the fource o f them, but tell you 
that prevention is impoiiible ; that were all licenfes 
w ithdraw n, ihould the legiilature impofe duties 
am ounting to prohibition, the clandeftine diftilla- 
tion would ftill fruitrate all good purpofes, and 
the deluge would not be ftopped, but turned into 
another channel. I f  this indeed be true, ui_ 
profpecl is m oil m elancholy ! but the diflerence 
is wide between difficulty and impjèiîibility. It is 
not eafy to conceive that if  licenfes were w ith
drawn, the fale o f fpirits by retail prohibited, and 
itills rendered ufelefs, that there would not be 
fome dim inution o f  the quantity coniumed, and 
confequently a diminution o f the mifchief. A  
ftill is an expenfive and capacious veffel ; were 
Parliam ent to call in every one o f them , and in
dem nify the proprietors for the lois fuftainedby the 
furrender, could the public money be better e x 
pended, or is it pouibla that fuch a meafure w ould 
not have fome operation ? T o  deftroy at once more 
than a thoufand fountains and refervoirs o f drunk- 
.ennefs and debauchery, one would imagine m ight 
be to m ake fome progrefs in the caufe o f reform a
tion. A  thoufand and a thoufand times has it been 
declared, that it was impoffible to reftrain the //- 
cenuwinefi o f the prefs, that it was impoiiible to 
pafs a riot-off : W e  have lived to fee both thefe 
iinpoffibilities furmounted. T o  check the whif- 
key o f the prefs feemed to be a more defperate un
dertaking than to aboliih the whiikey o f the ft ill. 
M en were not aihamed to ftand up as advocates 
for the form er, for liberty throws a luftre and a 
funihine.around its exceifes. T h e caufe ltfelf, the
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very name could dazzle, where it could not per. 
luade. But where is the eloquence, who is the 
fophift that can be heard with favour while a 
ca/k of whijkcy is the theme o f his encomium ? 
A  diitiller fuperin tending the procefs o f  his 
friii always reminds me of the occupation o f  the 
devil. Ih e  great enemy o f mankind is for ever 
bufy in preparing fnares and temptations to entrap 
tiie unwary : His underftrapper is not idle, and is 
a fellow-labourer in the fame vineyard.

Permit me now to give an abftrad o f the pro
ceedings in the Houfe o f Commons o f Great Bri
tain upon a fubjeil exactly fimilar to the prefent.

( ^8 )

On Friday, Feb. 20th, 1729, Sir Charles Turner, 
according to order, reported from the committee 
o f the whole Houfe, to whom it was referred to 
confider further o f ways and means for raifino- 
the fupply granted to his Majefty, the refolutions 
they had directed him to report to the Houfe, 
which he read in his place, and afterwards deli- 
vered in at the clerk’s table; where the fame 
were read, and are as follows, viz.

Refolved, That it is the opinion o f this com
mittee, that for every gallon o f mixed or com 
pound waters, or fpirits commonly called gin, 
that any diftiller or retailer o f fuch liquors (ex
cept apothecaries) ihall be pofl'eiTed o f on the 
twenty-fourth day o f June, 1729, there be grant
ed to his Majefty a duty o f five ihillings per gal
lon.

Refolved,



R efolved, T hat it is the opinion o f  this com . 
m ittes, that for every gallon o f  fuch m ixed or 
com pound waters or fpirits, which from  and after 
ttie twenty-fourth day o f  June,

made b y  any diftiller, dealer, or r e t a L  o f  fuch 
hquors for fale, (except apothecaries) there flnll 

to his a 

Refolved T h at it is the opinion o f  ,h;s com . 

m ittee, that from and after the twenrj-.fourth dav

(T ' T  ' ' a } '  S '  fum ° f  t wcnt > ' y e a r l y

fta  M  “  ,'S M f ‘Í y ’  by P“ f™  H'ho t o l l  fell or retad any fuch compound (Iron» wa.
ters or fpints. °

1  he fa id refolutions being feverally read a fé
cond tim e, were, upon the queftion feverally put 
thereupon, agreed unto by the Houfe.

O rdered, T hat a bill be brought in upon the 
faid refolutions, and that Sir Charles Turner 
M r. Chancellor o f  the Exchequer, M r. Attorned 
G eneral, M r. Solicitor G eneral, S ir G eorge O x-

the f a n i e z  M r' Scr° pe’ d°  PrePare and bring in

lioitje of Commons, Anno. 1735.

A  petition o f his M ajefty’s juftices o f  the peace 
for the county o f  M iddlefex, in their general 
quarter feffions aifembled, was prefented to the 
H oufe, and read ; fetting forth, that the drink
ing o f Geneva and other diftilled fpirituous liquors

hath
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hath, for fome years lail pail, greatly encreafal, 
efpecially among the people o f inferior rank; and 
that the confiant and exceffive ufe thereof hath al
ready dcftroyed thoufands of his Majefty’s fub- 
ieâs, and renders great numbers o f others unlit 
for u f e f u l  labour and fervice, debauching at the 
lame time their morals, and driving them into 
all manner o f vice and wickednefs ; and that this 
pernicious liquor is now fold, not only by diltil- 
lers and Geneva ihops, but by many other per- 
fons of inferior trades, by which means journey
men, apprentices and fervants, are drawn in to 
tafte, and by degrees to like, approve, and mi- 
moderately to drink thereof ; and that the pe- 
titioners apprehend the public welfare and fafe- 
tv, as well as the trade o f the nation, would be 
greatly affefted by it, as this practice is dan- 
gerous and mifchievous to the health, ftrength, 
peace and morals, and tends greatly to diminifh 
the labour and induitry o f his Ma jetty's fubjefts ; 
and therefore praying that the Houfe will take 
the premifes into their ferious conficieration, and 
apply fuch remedy as the Houfe ihall judge moil

proper.

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to 
the confederation o f a committee o f the whole

Refolved, That this Houfe will, upon Monday 
morning next, refolve itfelf into a committee of 
the whole Houfe to confider o f the faid petition.

Houfe
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Houfe o f Commons, Anno. 1735.

S ir Charles T urner, according to order re
ported from  the committee o f  the whole Iioufe

Z ï ™  a.PPOa-ted t0 COnflder 0 f tIle o f
o f  l ° f t h e  PeaC ef° r the county

r  k f J  u ’  m ir general quarter feffions 
affem bkd, that the com mittee had confidered o f
he faid petmon and had com e to feveral refolu- 
10ns which they had directed him to report to 

the Iiou fe ; and he read the report in his place, 

ai! delivered it in at the clerk ’ s table •
where the faid refolutions were read, and are as
ioIIowSj Viz.

Refolved, I hat it is the opinion o f  this com 
nm tee, that the low  price o f  fpirituous liquors is
th P-m cipal mducement to the exccffive and per- 
nicious uie thereof. *

. K sfolved , T hat it is the opinion o f  this com
m ittee, that m  order to prevent the exceffive a M
permctons ofe o f  fpiritnoos Uqnors, a Jifeourage.
m en, be gtven thereto by a d o,y  t0 be laid npon 
all fuch liquors fold by retail.

R efolved, T h at it is the opinion o f  this com-

n,llttee’, |hat the vending, bartering, or uttering 
the faiu liquors, be retrained  to perfons keeping 
public brandy-fhops, pubjic victuailing-houfes

to X  al" hOUfeS’  and - - h o l d e r s ,  t d

ufe o f  thePf  °KneS and furgeoas as flla11 of the fame by way o f  medicine only.

Refolved,



Refolved, That it is the opinion o f_this com* 
mittee, that no perfoft keeping a public brandy- 
iliop, a public vidualling-houfe, coffee-houle, or 
ale-houfe, or being an inn-holder, be 
to vend, barter or utter the faid kquors, but y 
licence, with a duty made payable thereupon.

T h e faid refolutions being feyerally read a fé
cond time were, upon the queftion ieverally put 

thereon, all agreed to by the Houfe,

Ordered, That the faid report be referred to 
the committee o f thê whole Houfe, to whom it is 
referred to confider further o f ways and mean* 
for raifing the fupply granted to his Majeity.

On Monday, March 20th, in the committee 
o f ways and means, the following refolutions

were moved :—

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this com 
mittee, that for all fpirituous liquors which any 
retailer thereof ihall from and after the 2 4 *  day 
o f june, 1736, be poífeííed of, .there be grante 
to his Majeity a duty o f twenty ihillmgs per gal

lon.

Refolved, That it is the opinion o f this com
mittee, that from and after the 24th day o f June, 
i 7 i 6 , ’the fum of fifty pounds yearly ihall be paid 
to his Majeity for a licence, to be taken out yearly,^ 
for every perfon keeping a public brandy-ihop, 
a public victualling-houfe, coffee-houfe, or ale- 
houfe, or being an inn-holder, who ihall vend, 
barter, or utter any fuch fpirituous liquors.
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Houfe o f Commons, Anno. 1750.

T h e  H oufe being inform ed that the fheriffs o f 
the city o f  London attended at the door, they 
were called in, and, at the bar, prefented to the 
H oufe a petition o f  the lord m ayor, aldermen, and 
commons o f  the city o f London in com m on coun« 
cil aifembled.

A n d  then they withdrew.

A n d  the faid petition was read ; com plaining 
o f  the com m on, habitual, and exceflive ufe o f 
fpirituous liquors which prevails am ongil the lower 
rank o f  people, to a degree unknow n to any for- 
mer times ; and reprefenting to the H oufe that 
this fcandalous and pernicious praftice is not only 
a reproach to our religion and civil polity, but 
deftroys the health ftrength, and induilry o f  the 
poor of both fexcs, and o f  all ages, inflames them 
with rage and barbarity, and occafions frequent 
robberies and murders in the ilreets and avenues 
o f  this metropolis ; and what is yet a more affect
ing circum flance that the petitioners have the 
greateil reafon to apprehend that it m ufl unad- 
voidably tend to prevent the fupply o f a m oil ufeful 
part o f  his M ajeily ’ s fubjeóts, and thereby threaten 
deflruftion to the trade, navigation and power o f 
tnis kingdom . A n d  praying the Houfe to apply 
fuch remedy to this grow ing evil as to the H oufe 
íhall leem meet.

E Ordered*



O rdered, That the faid petition be referred ter 
the confideration o f a committee o f (he whole 
liou fe.

Refolved, That this Houfe will upon this day 
fortnight, refolve itfelf into a committe o f the 
whole Houfe to confider o f the faid petition.

Houfe of Commons, Anno. 1751.

Mr. Alderman Bethell, according to order, re
ported from the committee o f  the whole H oufe, 
to whom it was referred to confider o f the petiti
on o f the lord mayor, aldermen and commons o f 
the city o f London, in common council alfembled, 
relating to fpirituous liquors, the refolutions which 
the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houfe, which he read in his place ; and afterwards 
delivered in at the clerk’s table, where the fame 
were read, and are as followeth, viz.

Refolved, That it is the opinion o f this commit
tee that the exceifive drinking o f fpirituous liquors 
is, in a great mealure, owing to the unlawful re
tailing o f the fame, by numbers o f low and difor- 
derly perfons, without licence.

Refolved, That it is the opinion o f this commit
tee that the laws for preventing the retailing o f 
fpirituous liquors without licence, and for regulat
ing the licence retailers thereof, be explained and 
enforced.

( 3* ).

Refolved,



R efolved, T h at k  is the opinion o f  this commit 
tee, that an additional duty be laid upon fpirituous 
liquors and licences.

T h e  faid refolutions being feverally read a 
fécond tim e, w ere, upon the queftion feverally 
put thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe.

Ordered that the faid report be referred to the 
confideration o f  the committee o f the whole H oufe, 
to whom it is referred to confider further o f  ways 
and means for raifing the fupply granted to his 
M ajefty.

M r. B acon, according to order reported, from 
the committee of the whole H oufe, to whom  it 
was referred to take into confideration the flate 
of the diitillery, the refolutions which the com- 
m ittee had directed him to report to the H oufe, 
which he read in his place and afterwards deli
vered in at the clerks table, where the fame were 
read, and are as followeth, v iz.

Refolved, T hat it is the opinion o f this com 
m ittee, that the prefent high price o f fpirituous 
liquors is a principal caufe o f  the diminution in 
the home comfumption thereof, and hath greatly 
contributed to the health, fobriety, and induitry 
of the com mon people.

Refolved, T hat it is the opinion o f  this com 
m ittee, that in order to continue for the future, 
the prefent high price o f all fpirits, and for home 
confumption, a large additional duty be laid upon 
all fpirituous liquors whatfoever, diftilled or im 
ported into G reat-Rritain. 4

E  2 Refolved,

( 35 )



.Refolved, That it is the opinion of this com* 
mitee, that there be a drawback o f thefaid additi
onal duties upon all fpirituous liquors diftilled in 
Great-Britain, which ihall be exported.

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that an additional bounty be granted, un
der proper regulations, upon the exportation o f 
all fpirituous liquors drawn from corn in Great- 
Britain.

The faid refolutions being feverally read a 
fécond time, wrere upon the queftion feverally put 
thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe.

Ordered, That the faid report, be referred to 
the confideration o f the committee o f the whole 
houfe, to whom it is referred to confider further 
o f ways and means for raifing the fupply granted 
to his majeily.

C 36 )

Thus was this great w ork accomplifhed i 
England, thus was the Python fubdued, and this 
country has had the example for many years in 
vain.

There cannot be any reafon to doubt the con
currence o f the very able perfon who now prefides 
at the revenue board. His found underitanding, 
patience,and indefatigable induitry,have long been 
acknowledged and applauded. His coadjutors in 
office cannot be mentioned but with refpe£t and 
honor.



( 3-7 )

T h eir defpondency in this cafe m ay be confider- 
ed as a mortal fym ptom , but if  they have beeu 
unw illing to innovate, fearful to touch any 
eítabliíhed branch o f public incom e, it is to be 
hoped that the rifing circumftances o f  Ireland 
w ill not only ju flify , but call for new  expedients. 
T h e  N ational D eb t, (a fpoonful to a river, 
com pared with that o f Britain) extended trade, 
and increafing opulence all confpire to take off 
the fetters from  cuilom  and prefcription ; and
F I N A N C E  S H O U L D  BE  E X H A U S T E D  T O  I T S  L A S T  

R E S O U R C E  B E F O R E  I T  P R E S U M E S  T O  I N V A D E  

T H E  H E A L T H  A N D  M O R A L S  OF T H E  P E O P L E .

L et m e, dear S ir, again and again exhort you 
to give the fubjeft a fu ll examination.

Nodurnâ verfate manu, verfate diurná.

I f  the G overnm ent declines to take the lead 
in this çnterprize, no progrefs w ill be made. 
Ireland m uil be contented to remain the m oil 
diffimilar and m otley nation in Europe ; with 
this peculiars and extraordinary diflinftion, that 
the inferior orders o f the people (in other coun
tries the m oil uncorrupt and induilrious) w ill 
be in this the m oil profligate and ufelefs. 
D ebafing their own nature, they complain o f  
oppreflion, and (did it ex iil)  deprive themfelves 
at the fame time o f all fenfe to feel and all power 
to refiil it.

Parliament



Parliament for ever endeavouring to exalt 
and the people as conilantly endeavouring to de- 
prefs the national character.

W ith  large trafts o f country in every province 
uncultivated, and almoft deftitute o f inhabitants, 
we muft wiih the folitude, i f  poiïïble, encreafed, 
and that (till fewer may abide to ihock their 
fellow creatures and diihonor the name o f 
manhood.

• I)

Excufe the zealous warmth of

(  38 )

Y ou r very faithful Friend,

M E L A N T I U S .

Co



(  39 )

P O S T S C R I P T .

November, 178 7.

S I N C E  the laft words were written and co- 

pied for the prefs, it has pleafed Providence to 

rem ove from  the world the truly noble perfon 

who prefided over this kingdom .

T h a t  hand w hich was ever ftretched out to 

aifift the deferving, that heart w hich was ever 

open to liberal and benevolent feeling, is now  

cold  and lifelefs.

M e l a n t i u s  had hoped to have pleafed him 

by an acknowledgm ent o f  his generous warmth 

in the great caufe o f  E d u c a t i o n .

B ut what are the Hopes o f M an !

T o  call the attention o f  G overnm ent to a 

truly great national concern, the greateft that 

can be imagined for this country, to engage the 

K ing and the K in g's M iniiters to fupport a fyitem

which



which alone can render Ireland a nation, feems 

to be your peculiar province. Y ou  have de

clared that you will not abandon the inte- 

refts o f this country. In that declaration fhe 

confides. - *

(  40 )
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