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SHORT SKETCH, &,

AS the very comprehenfive plan for the
improvement of education in this country,
laid before the Houfe of Commons, to-
wards the latter end of laft feflions, by
Mr. Orde, may probably meet with many
difficulties and delays in the execution,
both on account of the much to be la-
mented abfence of it’s author, and the vafi-
nefs of the defign itfelf ; Mr. Sheridan, in
the mean time, with all humility, begs
leave to propofe another, upon a {maller
fcale, which may be carried with eafe into
immediate effe& ; and which, at all events,
will be fundamentally and effentially ne-
ceflary to promote any benefits that may
be propofed from the eftablifhment of the
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more enlarged plan, or any other that may,
hereafter be offered for the improvement
of education.

Nor will it, he hopes, be thought pre-
{fumptuous in him, to ftep forth with offers
of his fervice on this oceafion, when it is
known that Mr. Orde, previous to his
leaving the kingdom, declared his inten-
tion of placing Mr. Sheridan at the head
of the dire&tion of the whole of his plan,
whenever it fhould be ripe for execution.
And, as a farther plea, he may, without
the imputation of wanity, be allowed to
{ay, that he is nat altogether unqualified
for the tafk ; as he has made the improve-
ment of education in thefe countries, the
chief object of his life; has formed a new
{yftem for the purpofe, and with indefa-
tigable pains, and the labour of many
years, has prepared all the materials necef-
{ary to carry that {yftem into execution.

In a late publication, entitled *“ A View
of the State of School Education in Ire-
land,” Mr. Sheridan has laid epen the true
fource of the many defets and errours of
the prefent {yftem, arifing from the omif-
fion of two fundamental articles, which

are
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are—the regular ftudy of our own lan-
guage, and the Art of Speaking.

If what he has advanced there, and in
his other publications upon that fubje&t
be true (and he has reafon to think, from
the concurrent judgment of many of the
ableft heads in both kingdoms, that it is
incontrovertibly {o0) there can not be an
obje& of greater importance to the inha-
bitants of this country, than the intro-
duction of thofe new ftudies, fo as to form
the bafis of education in the early part of
life, and to be continued afterward
throughout the whole courfe : as he has
clearly proved, that thro’ the omiffion of
thefe, moft of the other branches of lite-
rature now taught, are either rendered
ufelefs, or for the moft part nugatory ;
neither contributing to the benefit, nor
even to the ornament, of a great majority
of the perfons fo inftruted, during the
reft of their lives.

On the other hand, he has fthewn, that
by making thefe ftudies the fundamental
parts of early inftitution, and carrying
them on afterwards to their moft perfet
ftate, the youth, {o trained, may not only
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arrive, with more certainty, and in @
fhorter fpace of time at the ends pro-
pofed by the prefent courfe, but may at-
tain fuch perfe&ion in other articles, (hi-
therto totally negle&ted, and therefore un-
known,) as will afterwards be of the
greateft utility as well as ornament to them,
in whatever rank or fituation of life they
may be placed.

But to what purpofe are the moft con-
clufive arguments laid down, if they be
not examined ? What avails the voice of
the charmer, charm he never fo wifely, if
addrefled to deaf or unattending ears?
Never had any writer fuch general, fuch
rooted prejudices ‘to encounter, as - Mr.
Sheridan, in all that he has publifhed on
this fubje&. He has been employed in.
the arduous tafk of endeavouring to erafe
impreflions ftamped on the mind from ear-
lieft youth, increafing with increafing
years, and grown inveterate by time; and
to {ubftitute in their place thofe of an op-
pofite nature, contrary to the moft gene-
rally ecftablithed opinions. He has been
the only champion fince the revival of

Tetters, who has ftood forth in the caufe
of
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of the Living Speech, thewn it’s vaft fupe-
riority over the dead H7ritten Language,
and pointed out the many great advan-
tages that would refult to the whole com-
munity, from reftoring it to it’s due rank
of priority, and reducing the other to it's
fubordinate ftate.

‘This 1s a docrine hard to be digefted by
thofe who have devoted their whole lives
to the culture of the ome, without ever
entering into the {malleft examination of
the other: who have been always accuf-
tomed to confider Leiters as the chief glory
of man, and that there is nothing wanting
to the perfetion of the human mind which
may not amply be fupplied by thofe. It
would not be eafy to perfuade fuch bigots,
that they are autterly ignorant, or enter-
tain the moft erroneous ideas of another
{pecies of language of a far nobler kind,
vefted by nature herfelf, when duly culti-
vated, with {fuch powers, asalone can pro-
duce, and bring forward to a ftate of per-
feCtion, all the faculties of the human
mind, whether of the intelle&, the ima-
gination, or the heart; and without which,
moft of them muft either remain dormant
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in their embryo-ftate, or come forth the
weak and fickly offspring of the brain,
produced by the feeble efforts of the pow-
erlefs written language.

As the bulk of mankind have been bred
to letters only, this prejudice has become
almoft univerfal : it will be therefore ne-
ceffary, before any hopes can be entertain-
ed that the propofals hereafter to be made
thould gain attention, that this prepofief-
fion thould, if poflible, be removed: in
order to which, it will be proper in the firft
place to take a comparative view of thefe
two different kinds of language, and to
point out the peculiar properties and ufes
of each, that the reader may be enabled to
judge which of the two ought chiefly to
be employed in the culture of man.

It is obvious to all the world that the in-
ftrument ufed to bring forward and improve
all the faculties of the mind, is language; of
which there are two kinds; the one, {poken;
the other, written ; the one manifefted by
theliving voice; theother, by thedead letter.

The firft, is the immediate gift of God;
who has annexed to it, when cultivated
and brought to perfe&tion by man, powers

almoft
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almoft miraculous, and an energy nearly
divine. He has given to it, tones to charm
the ear, and penetrate the heart; he has
joined to it action and looks to move the
inmoft foul. By that, attention is kept up
without pain, and convition carried to the
mind with delight. Perfuafion is ever its
attendant, and the paflions own it for a
mafter. Great as is the force of it’s pow-
ers, fo unbounded is their extent: all
mankind are capable of it’s impreflions ;
‘the ignorant, as well as the wife, the illi-
terate, as well as the learned.

The fecond, is the invention of man; a
mere work of art, and therefore can con-
tain no natural power. It's ufe is, to give
ftability to found, and permanence to
thought : to preferve words, that other-
wife might perith as they are fpoke; and
to arreft ideas, that might vanifh as they
rife in the mind : to affift the memory in
treafuring thefe up, and to convey know-
ledge ‘at-diftance thro’ the eye, where it
could find no admiflion by the car. The
vaft fuperiority of the former over the lat-
ter, is obvious enough from this view.
“There is niot one power belonging to the
latter,
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latter, {o far as a communication of what
pafles in the mind is concerned, which the
former, wherever it’s influence can be ex-
erted, does not poflefs in a more eminent
degree ; whereas there are many powers
belonging to the former, and thofe of the
nobleft kind, and of the higheft import-
ance to focial beings, in which the latter
has no thare. Obvious as the difference is,
yet has 1t been wholly unattended to by the
moderns ever f{ince the revival of letters.
Bred up from early childhood to the know-
ledge and practice of the one, they are ut-
terly ignorant of every thing that relates
to the other, except what is neceffary to
carrying on the common intercourfe of fo-
ciety. The only writer of the prefent times
who {eems to have a clear view of the dif-
ference between the two fpecies, and the
confequences attendant on the negle& of
the {poken language, is the acute and
clear-fighted Dr. Reid of Glafgow ; one of
the greateft philofophers that this, or any
age has produced. Who, in his treatife on
the human mind, has the following paf-
fage, in the chapter on hearing. After
having divided language into #zatural and

artificial,
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artificial, he proceeds thus— The ele-
ments of this natural language of man-
kind, may, I think, be reduced to thefe
three kinds, modulation of the voice,
geftures, and features.—It 1s by natural
figns chiefly that we give force and energy
to language; and the lefs language has of
them, it is the lefs expreflive and per-
fuafive. 'Thus writing is lefs expreflive
than reading, and reading lefs expreflive
than {peaking without book ; fpeaking,
without the proper and natural modula-
tions, force, and variations of the voice, is
a frigid and dead language, compared with
that which is attended with them; it is
ftill more expreflive when we add the lan-
guage of the eyes and features; and is
then only in it’s perfect and natural ftate,
and attended with it’s proper energy ; when
to all thefe we fuperadd the force of ac-
tion *.

“Is it not pity that the refinements of a
civilized life, inftead of fupplying the de-~

# Of the truth of this we have daily proofs, in the different
effels produced from the dull reading of their fermons by the
clergy of the eftablifhed Church, and the more animated deli-
very without book by the methodift preachers.

fe&§
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fects of natural language, fthould root it
out, and plant in it’s ftead dull and lifelefs
articulations of unmeaning founds, or the
fcrawling of infignificant charaters? The
perfection of language is commonly thought
to be, to exprefs human thoughts and fen-
timents diftinétly by thefe dull figns ; but
if this is the perfection of artificial lan-
guage, it is furely the corruption of the
natural.

“ Artificial figns fignify, but they do not
exprefs ; they fpeak to the underftanding
as algebraical chara&ers may do, but the
paffions, the affe@ions, and the will, hear
them not: thefe continue dormant and
inactive, till we fpeak to them in the lan-
guage of nature, to which they are all at-
tention and obedience.

“ It were eafy to thow, that the fine arts
of the mufician, the painter, the a&or,
and the orator, fo far as they are expref-
five ; altho’ the knowledge of them re-
quires in us a delicate tafte, a nice judg-
ment, and much ftudy and practice; yet
they are nothing elfe but the language of
nature, which we brought into the world
with us, but have unlearned by difufe,

and
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and {o find the greateft difficulty in reco-
vering it.”

Thus far we fee that by the total neg-
le& of the living {peech, we lofe the ufe
of fome of the nobleft faculties belonging
to man, and fome of the higheft declights
that our nature is capable of receiving, at-
tendant on their exertion. But upon far-
ther enquiry we fhall find that whatever
is moft ufeful or neceflary to focial com-
munication from mind to mind, is either
wanting, or in fo corrupt a ftate, as to be
ill calculated to anfwer it’s end, on ac-
count of the irregularitiesand barbari{ms of
common {peech. In comparing the gene-
ral utility of thefe two different modes of
communication, by f{peech or writing;
when we confider that every human being
has occafion to ufe the former, each day
and hour of his life; and that a clear, cor-
re@, and pleafing utterance would be high-
ly ufeful, as well as ornamental, in all {o-
cial intercourfe ; on the contrary, that few
ever -have occafion for writing, except on
matters of bufinefs, or epiftolary corref-
pondence ; and that not one in ten thou-

fand ever arrives at {fuch perfection in lite-
rary
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rary compofition, as to derive either fame
or profit from it: when we refle& alfo,
that every improvement made in the liv-
ing {peech, will of courfe be communi-
cated to the written language, as furely
as the thadow follows the fubftance ; and,
on the other hand, that the wutmoit per-
feGion of compofition by the pen,can never
meliorate the tongue, or atallimprove the
faculties of fpeech; it being a common
obfervation, that the moft bookith men
are frequently remarkable for taciturnity,
or a bad delivery—Surely ! furely! we
have begun at the wrong end, and acted
in direct oppofition to reafon and common
fenfe. What have we then to do, but te
defert the erroneous courfe in which we
{et out, and go back to that which nature
herfelf has pointed out to us? To beftow
our chief pains upon the culture of the
living tongue, the archetype ; and confider
the written language, it’s type, in a fub-
ordinate light.

But how 1is this to be effe¢ted ? By re-
treading the dark intricate path, in which
we have fo long wandered, and opéning
@ new way to the regions of light. Never,
2y 17 ' neyer
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never—can the power and beauty of the
Living Speech be known, or brought into ac,
till the prefenterroneous methodof teaching
the Art of Reading be extirpated, rootand
branch, and a -true one be eftablithed in
it'’s place. 'To fhew this in a clear light,
let us take a view of the prefent ftate of
that art as it is now taught.

In this mode of teaching, the eye lan-
guage is the only object in view ; to make
the pupils /pe//, mot promounce properly.
For the former, they have patterns to fol-
low ; for the latter, neither rules nor me-
thod : and each mafter can only give {uch
pronunciation as he has himfelf, which
probably is vicious in-a high degree. In
general thefe poor drudges who pretend to
teach the firft rudiments of {peech (a pro-
vince which often falls to the lot of old
women) know nothing of the nature of
articulate founds, or the mechani{fm of
their formation, fo as to give a diftinct ar-
ticulation to the firft fimple elements; (a
point “of fuch confequence, that Quinti-
lian dees not hefitate to fay, that unlefs
the foundation be firmly laid in thefe,
whatever fuperftruture you may attempt

¢ to
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to raife on it, muft fall to the ground);
nor can they cure any faulty habits, {uch
as ftuttering, mumbling, lifping, thicknefs
of fpeech, &c. Their fole end is to ena-
ble the pupil to fpelt and pronounce words
at fight, no matter in what manner, in
order to prepare them for the grammar-
{chool, whither they are fent with all their
mperfellions on their heads.. The mafter
there, neither knows how, nor thinks it
part of his province, to remedy this evil.
Thus, all bad habits of utterance, con-
traced in early years, grow inveterate by
time, and become incurable. Of the fun-
damental principles of a juft delivery, fuch
as a right ufe of Accent, due proportion
of Emphafis and Paufes, Pitch and Ma-
nagement of the voice, &c. thefe teachers
have not the fmalleft idea ; and inftead of
that endlefs variety, and nice difcrimina-
tion of tones, which nature has annexed
to all the emotions of the mind, exertions
of the fancy, and feelings of the heart ;
they fubftitute in their place, artificial
reading tones, confifting of a uniiorm ele-
vation and depreflion of the voice, in all

fentences alike, d1fguﬁ1ng to the ear, {ub-
verfive
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verfive of the fenfe, and deftru@ive of the
{pirit. 'Thus after the labour of many
years, all that is obtained, is, to utter
words at fight, for the moft part falfely as
to pronunciation, in unnatural tones, abufe
of emphafis, wrong ftops, and falfe ea-
dences ; by which means the faculties of
Ipeech are cramped and diftorted ; and all
the powers of the mind, clofely conne&ed
with them, partake of the infection *.

Nor 1s the mifchief confined to the a& of
reading only; the bad habits thence acquired,
force their way into the {enate-houfe, the
bar, and all other public places where the
powers of fpeech are called forth. 'The
{peakers, in general, deliver themfelves
as 1f they were reading, or as a book would
do could it be fuppofed to fpeak. Some,
like automatons, devoid of life or motion,
in a monotone, or in a uniform tirefome

#* The famous Dr., Berkley feems tohave had fome glimpfe
of this matter, when, in a pamphlet called the Querift, he puts
the following queftion—*‘‘ Whether half the learning and ftudy
of thefe kingdems, is not ufelefs, for want of a proper delivery
and pronunciation being taught in our fchools and colleges ?”"—
But as this is the only place in all his works that he has touched
upon the fubjeét, he feems not to have dived deep into it, and
to have been under the fame general prejudice in favour of let-
ters, with the reft of his literary brethren,

cant.
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cant. Others, who attempt any thing like
animation, and endeavour to ufe the lan-
guage of emotions, deliver their words in
fuch falfe difcordant tones, and accompa-
ny them with fuch aukward unmeaning
gefture, and grimace of countenance, as
would render them objects of difguit or
ridicule, to more enlightened auditors.
But all defe&s of this kind, are fo general,
that they are little perceived, or eafily
pafled over.

Defendit momerus—veniam petimufque danmifque viciffim.

When it is confidered that we have the
fame opportunities of difplaying the powers
of elocution, both in the fenate and at the
bar, that the ancients had; and have the
fame motives, thofe of acquiring power,
fame and fortune, by excelling in that
way, to incite us to it: When we refle&
what a wide field for oratory is opened to
us, utterly unknown to Greece or Rome,
which pervades the whole Britith domi-
nions, by the inftitution of preaching ; and
that the number of the priefthood, who
cannot difcharge properly any part of their
office without the cultivated powers of

{peech,
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fpeech, is greater than the whole number
of the citizens of Athens, at any given pe-
riod : when it is farther confidered that all
the police and bufinefs of the nation, in
the feveral boards, bodies corporate, grand
juries, petty juries, down to parith vef-
tries, are difcufled and fettled by fpeech
alone ; it is wonderful to refle&, that in
countries fo circumitanced, there never
thould have been any attempt made towards
improving and exercifing thofe faculties,
on which the good order, and proper {up-
port of their feveral inftitutions {o much
depend.

Suppofe, therefore, a new method of
teaching the art of reading with propriety
and grace, by mafters duly qualified were
opened to us—letus fee what confequences
muft neceflarily follow. 'The firft great
diftin&ion between the two kinds of lan~
guage, arifes from the difference between
the two organs by which they are eonvey-
ed to the mind, thofe of hearing, and f{ight.
Words delivered thro’ the former fenfe,
when well modulated in due proportion
of found, give pleafure to the ear; but

the fame words prefented to the eye in the
' C dead
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dead letter, can afford none to that organ.
Here then in the very nature of things is
a fundamental difference eftablifhed “be-
tween the two kinds of ldnguages; as the
whole progrefs in the one may be attended
with continucd and increafing pleafure;
while the conflant concomitantof the other,
is a perfed apathy. 'To the living {peech,
when brought to perfe@ion, are annexed
fome of the higheft delights that our na-
ture is capable of receiving; even with re-
card to fenfual gratification. No mufic
can be more charming to the ecar than a
well-proportioned and harmonious delive-
ry. 'To arrive at this, it will be neceffary,
that in early age, the as yet uncorrupted
car thould be formed by fkilful mafters, in
the fame way as in mufic; fo as to be able
to diftinguifivall the nice difcriminations
of found employed in fpecch, ata time
when the flexible organs of the voice, may
eafily be bent to all the various corref~
ponding modulations, whereof it is fufcep-
tible: Taught in this way, the pupils,
hearing their own well-proportioned notes,
in their very nature pleafing, and doubly

{o as coming from them felves, will, from
the
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the beginning, take delight in reading
aloud and reciting : but afterwards, when
the pleafure which this will afford to the
intelleGtnal powers of the mind alfo fhall
be taken in, they will advance with reno-
vated ardour ; for, upon a fufficient pro-
grefs made in that art, they will find it
impoflible to read with propriety, with-
out perfetly underftanding what they
read. 'This will of courfe introduce an
enquiry into the fignification of words,
and of their true meaning and import,
when combined in fentences. Thus, every
advance in reading will be an equal ad-
vance in knowledge ; and the pupils will
be encouraged to proceed, from the double
gratification this will afford, both to the
ear and the underftanding. When at laft
they come to works of a more refined and
elegant fort, produced from a lively ima-
gination, or a fecling heart, they will find
that thefe can never be declivered with due
grace and energy, unlefs adorned and en-
forced by all the various modulations of
voice ‘which they require, and in which
indeed their very eflence confifts. Thus
the rhetorical art will be reftored to life,

C2 as
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as among the ancients: no longer im~
prifoned in books, and {wathed like an
Egyptian mummy, powdered over wwith
hieroglyphics, but moving gracefully. a-
broad, to charm the fenfes and captivate
the hearts of all beholders. Among the
moderns, all the treatifes on that{ubject
refer wholly to written language not to

{peech ; by which means, it’s nature is
altogether changed; as it’s very name, de-
rived from the Greek, implies the art of
{peaking ; and the leGures of the prefent
Rhetoricians, refemble thofe of a furgeon
anatomizing a eorpfe; and leaving nathing
but a fkeleton behind *.

* This prattice has been well ridiculed by the author of Hu-
dibrafs, where he fays—

For, all our Rhetoricians rules,
But teach us how to name their tools.

And Mr, Locke, to the fame effet, fpeaking of the manner in
which our youth are infiruéted in that art juftly remarks—* The}
have been taught rhetoric,. but yet never taught how to exprefs
themfelves handfomely with their tongues and pens, in the lan-
guage they are always to'ufe ; as if the names of the figures that
embellifh thedifcourfe of thofe whounderftand the art of fpeaking,
were the very art and {kill of fpeaking well, ‘This, as all other
things of pratice, is to be learned, not by a few or a great many
rules given, but by exercife and application according to-good
vules, or rather patterns, till habits aregot, and afacility of doing
it well:”

In



o ok A B o
r 1 .
F-
a1
‘Al
"
]

|

In the laft flage of reading, when they
<ome to a recital of our poetic compofitions,
what a new field of delight will be here
opened to them ? Having obtained a com-
plete knowledge of our profody, by being
firft inftructed in the theory of our num-
bers, now inveloped in utter darknefs;
and afterwards well exercifed in the prac-
tical part, now in the moft deplorable ftate
of perverfion; they will be able to difplay
to the delighted ears of their auditors, all
the charms of poetic compofition, arifing,
from the melody, variety, and expreflion
of the numbers. They will then give the
poet’s fong, in all it’s due proportion of
time and tone 3 whereas, at prefent, each
reader fets *his t.w_vn tune to the poet’s num-
bers; and however faife or difcordant that
r:nay be, he can never be convinced of his
errour, as he is perfeQly {atisfied with his
Q-W-n performance. Non cuiquam injucun-
dum quod cantat 1pfe.—No man’s fong is un-
pleafing to his own ear. The vanity of
humdn nature is not more con{picuous in
any"-one inftance than in this; for tho’
eyery one is pleafed with his own chant,
e he
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. he readily finds fanlt and is difgufted with

that of others. |
Thus in their progrefs to perfection in
this art, would the youth, fo trained, at-
tain a thorough knowledge of theirown
language, in both it’s component parts of
{enfe and found. Then would they be able
to write exercifes in pure and correct Eng-
lith, and arrange their words, both in poe-
try and profe, in fuch a way, as to render
theifmeaning clear to the underftanding,
and their found charming to the ear. As
thefe exercifes, fhould all be publicly re-
peated by their feveral writers, what a dif-
ferent fenfe of delight muft they have
in exhibiting the offspring of their brain
all alive in their full beauty, to their ad-
miring {chool-fellows ; inftead of fubmit-
ting them, in the dead letter, to the cold
and folitary eye of a (perhaps) taftelefs and
rigid mafter! and what an emulation muit
this not excite among their youthful
hearers, to excel both in compofition and
delivery! By the conftant exercife of the
organs of {peech in this juft and forcible
manner, all that they read would be deeply
ftamped on the mind by the vivid powers of
the
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the living voice; while the moft part of

that which finds entrance only through the

eye, is as evaneicent as {ucccilive thadows
fhewn by a camera obfcura. 'Thus would

they obtain a command of words and flu-

ency of expreffion ; and when they enter-

ed into life, finding themfelves atall times
fupplied with a fufficient quantity of ready

cath, in the intelle&tual commerce of man-
kind, they would feck out company, and

take delight in {ociety, in order to difplay

the wealth of their minds to view. 'Their
focial paffions, being thus conftantly ex-
ercifed, would become predominant, and

in time vevive that public {irit, without
which no free ftate can long fubfiff, now
almoft annihilated by that wvile {pirit of
felfithnefs whieh pervades the whole land.
Nothing has eontributed more to the pro-

pagation of this fordid pailion, the bane of
every great and good principle, than the
afcendancy which the written language has
obtained over the {fpoken. In confequence

1 of whieh, the powers of f{peech in private,
: and of elocution in public, are {o contrad-
edvor diftorted, that few can reap either
plmfure or profit from them. Men there-

fore,
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fore, in general, have recourfe to books,
both for inftru&tion and entertainment.
‘This fort of entertainment is in it’s own
nature a {elfifh one, as the exercife is per-
formed alone, and the reader has no one
to participate of his fatisfaGtion. Nor is
there a greater enemy to facility of utter-
ance, than a habit of filent reading; or
which more difqualifies perfons from mak-
ing a figure in converfation. Hence the
bookifh man, finding that he cannot exprefs
himfelf before company, in a manner pleaf-
ing to them, or fatisfaory to himfelf, a-
voids fociety, and retires to his ﬁudy,
where he indulges himfelf in thmklng, to
the utter ftarving of all his other faculties.
Though in this way he may lay in a large
fund of knowledge, yet it is locked up n
his own brain, as a mifer’s hoard in his
cheft; for his neighbours can be no farther
benefited by it, thanas he is able to mani-
feft 1t in difcourfe.

Scire tuum nihil efl, nifi te feire hoc feiat
alter. - And to whatever degree the under-
ftanding may be thus improved, yet,
though it be the firft, as it is not the only
vart of the mind, fince the imagination

and
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and the pafiions occupy a large portion of
it; the proper exercife and regulation of
thefe are of the utmoft importance to fo-
ciety ; not only with regard to all the moft
refined and conftant pleafures, which our
nature is capable of enjoying, but alfo with
refpe& to morals. For, had men the pow-
er at all times of furnithing to themfelves
and others, the exquifite pleafures arifing
from the elegant exertions of fancy, and
from the humane and generous fenfibilities
of the heart; pleafures, which, far from
cloying, always increafe by enjoyment, and
which are ever attended with the delightful
{enfe of felf-approbation ; men would not
wafte fo much of their time in brutal and
{enfual gratifications ; which in the enjoy-
ment are ever unfatisfaltory, are refleGed
on with difguft, and often with remorfe.
All the higheft delights, arifing from the
exercife of man’s nobler faculties, are com-
prifed ia the fingle article of a forcible and
graceful elocution : and all the powers of
the fancy, all the feelings of the heart, as
well as the moft animated efforts of the un-
derftanding, are to be exercifed, {o as to
attain their full firength, and fhaped, {o as
< to



[ 26 ]

to obtain their perfe@beauty, by thatalone;
and thus flrengthened and adorned, areto
be manifefted to others only in that way.
Of the truth of thisI fhall produce but oae -
pregnant proof. Who is the firft objet of
aniverfal admiration to the natives of thefe
iflands? the united voice of three kingdoms
will anfwer—7#%e Siddons. ~And to what
does the owe this? Certainly tonothing but
the wonderful perfection to which fhe has
brought the art of elocution. Is thercany
one of the leaft fenfibility who has ieen her,
that will not acknowledge the pre-eminence
of that art over all others, in it's power of
captivating the fenfes, charming the fancy,
and moving the inmoft foul ? 1Is there any
one who will now deny the wonderful im-
preflions made on the mind of man by the
language of nature, unfophifticated by the
tricks of art, and ftripped of the fantaftic
ornaments and falfe-colouring laid on by
the pencil of fancy? O ye of judgment
and feeling, whohave been her auditors!—
I call upon you to fay, whether, in the
whole round of other arts, invented for the
amufement of man, you.ever experienced

fuch a home-felt delight, as from the per-
formance
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formance of this one woman. Has fhe
not in their turns, like an enchantrefs,
roufed every paffion of the foul? Has {he
not quelled your hearts with grateful ter-
ror, or meclted them down into foft pity?
Who among you, returning from thefe pa-
thetic leGures, have not found yourfelves
more humanized, more inclined to do ac-
tions of kindnefsand charity.  Good God!
i our clergy were but mafters of this art,
if they could thus fway the affe@ions of
their congregations, how might they fpread
the chicf precept, and main object of our
holy religion, Chriftian charity and bro-
therly love, throughout the land! How
might they bring about a general reforma-
tion, by thus checking the progrefs of that
fordid principle, felfithnefs, the nourither
of every vice; and giving vigour to that
noble one, beacvolence, ihe fource of eve-
ry virtue,

All

* Havewe uot at thisday, in this very city, afiriking inftance
of the powerful effects which might be produced from the orators
of the pulpit, only by fubflituting the natural language, in the
placeof the artificial ? Is there not now a preacher who attraéts
as crowded audiences as ever were drawn together to the theatre

“ by the beft performer? And will any one fay that this is owing t®

any fuperior excellence either in the matter or fiyle of his dif-

courfes 2
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All men of candour and underftanding,
who have turned their thoughts to this {fub-
je@, are ready to allow that nothing could
eontribute more to the improvément of
education, than the introduétion and efta-
blithment of thefe ftudies upon a folid
foundation; and that if a way were opened
for the attainment of a perfect knowledge
of the Englith language, both in it's gram-
matical and rhetorical parts, there is no
parent who would not gladly embrace the
opportunity of giving their children fuch
ufeful and ornamental accomplithments ;

courfes ? Nay will any competent judge fay that it is owing even
to any diftinguithed powers of elocution? Has he a melodious
woice to charm the ear ? A dignity of perfon to command re-
fpect? A countenance at once engaging and expreflive to touch
the heart ; and fucha command of forcible and graceful ation
as to ftamp the effeéts of all thefe with deep impreffion on the
mind ? None but his blindeft admirers will allow that he has any
of thefe requifites in any great degree. 'To what then is his ex-
traprdjinary power of attration owing ? It is that he delivers his
difcourfes without book, and being thus freed from the artificial
mode of reading, and attention to the written words, heisat li-
be‘rt;* to indulge his feelings, which find for themfelyes the true
natural expreflion of voice, countenance, and gefture, by which
aigne they can be manifefted and communicated to others, This
3s confonant to the doétrine before-mentioned as laid down by Dr,
Reid, where he fays— Artificial figns fignify, but they do not
exprefs ; they fpeak to the underftanding, but the paflions, the
affeSions, and the will, hear them not: thefe continue dormant
and inaétive, ’till we fpeak to them in the language of nature, /o
which they are all attention and obedience.”

but



but among the bulk of mankind 2 general
doubt has arifen about the praQicabilit ty of
fuch a plan. From the univerfality of the
corruption, people are reconciled to-it's
deformity, or look upon it as a neceflary
- evil which muft be fubmitted to ; and that
all the different natives of the different
provinces of the Britith empire, muft be
content with the different diale@s prevail-
ing in the feveral places of their nativity.
And that all inhabitants of thefe realms,
of whatever rank or condition, muft re-
tain, thro’ life, every imperfe@tion of
fpeech, contra&ed from early bad habits,
and all the faults of a vicious delivery,
deeply inculcated by falfe inftruion; for
all which no remedy has yet been found.
Nay, fo ftrong has been the prejudice of
thofe who have applied themfelves folely to
the ftudy of the written language, that they
- think it impoffible that elocution thould be
taught as an art by any regular fyftem;
and this has been gravely maintained by
many fages, though converfant with an-
cient_authors; in fome of the moft cele-
brated of whom, particularly Cicero and

Qplntlhan, they may find it {et down,
that

a
3 ¢
hm
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that it was the moft favourite art botl at
Athens and Rome ; in which all the liberal
youth of thofe two famous cities were
conftantly inftruQed from their earlieft
years, by able Rhetoricians ; whofe profef-
fion was held in the higheft eftimation,
and whofe rewards far exceeded thofe be-
ftowed on all other mafters put together.
What has been may be. But this matier 18
now put beyond all poflibility of doubt.
In his feveral works upon that fubje, Mr.
Sheridan has laid open the whole myftery
of the art, from the firft fimple elements
of fpeech, to their moft extended combi-
nations ; and has laid down a method of
teaching 1t, upon as fure grounds, and
with equal certainty of f{uccefs, as any
other art 1s now taught. This being
granted, the next ftep is to point out the
means by which it may be the moft {peedily
and effeGtually eftablithéd and propagated.
To the introdution of any new art info
a country, two things are effentially necef-
fary ; and thefe are—Méthod—and Maf-
ters. No mafters can give inftruion
upon any fure grounds, without method;
and no method can be of much avail with-
out



r., L T
R

out the afliftance of maflers; particularly
in arts which have founds for their bafis,
fuch as mufic and elocution; where the
voice of the mafter is abfolutely neceffary
to illuftrate precept, and his example
wanted to dire&t juft pradtice. 'The me-
thod, as has been thewn, is ready {o our
hands; and mafters will not be wanting,
upon due encouragement given.  For this
purpofe, let a Public School be opened,
under the fan&tion of Parliament, for the
infiruction of youth from the firft rudi-
ments of {peech, to the utmoft extent of a
fchool education. 'The firft neceflary ftep
will be to procure a f{ufficient number of
preceptors, capable of teaching according
to the new method. ‘There can be no
doubt but that wader fuch public fan&ion,
attended for a time with fome fure emo-
luments, but that many candidates will
offer themfelyes, for the employment, out
of whom may be feleted thofe whofe na-
tural talents may beft qualify them for it,
to be afterwards inftructed in the method of
teaching it, by the inventor of the art.
Thewprincipal obje@ of this {chool will be
to teuch the whole of the Englifh lan-

b & guage,




guage, both in it’s living, and dead flate.
In doing this let the living fpeech be. re-
fiored to it’s due rank, as being the origi-
nal ; and the written language, reduced to
it’s {ubordinate ftate, as being only the
copy. For this purpofe let the firft care
be to give a clear and diftinét articulation
to letters and fyllables of which words are
compofed ; and afterwards a juft pronun-
¢iation of the words themfelves. So effen-
tially neceflary are the utmoft care and
precifion in this elementary part, that
whatever fault or imperfection may remain
there, will infe& the whole of {peech ever
after. From a convition of this truth
Mr. Sheridan has formed a new primer for
the ufe of children, even from the begin-
ning of their & c—in which he has alfo
pointed out to mafters the way of teach-
ing according to this new methed. Where
this method is exally followed, all the
ufual imperfe&ions of {peech, fuch as indif-
tin&nefs, mumbling, lfping, {tammering,
ftuttering, &c. will be prevented or cured.
A diftin& articulation, and juft pronun-
ciation of words being thus fecured, as the

bafis of a good delivery, the next ftep is t@
read
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read fentences with propriety. Here the
pupils are to be inftru@ed in the nature
and ufe of accents, of emphafis, ftops or
paufes, in the various infle&ions and ma-
nagement of the voice, according to the

method laid down in his Art of Reading.
This mode of learning to read will be
peculiarly ufeful to the natives of this
country. In the firft place, they will be
taught the right pronunciation of all Eng-
lith words according to the praice of the
more polifhed natives there, and no longer
be diftinguithed from them by their peculiar
diale&t. In the next, they will get rid of
that difgufting tome, called the Irith
brogue, which pervades every fentence
they utter, and renders them a perpetual
fubje&t of ridicule to all Englifh hearers.
For it would be impofiible to arrive at any
perfeCtion in the true art of reading, without
firft banifhing all unmeaning adventitious
tones, to introduce in their room only fuch
notes and changes of the voice, as the fenfe
and {fentiments in the paffages {o read re-
quire. And when a right habit of reading
is-obtained in this way, and the ear of the
learner made fenfible of the difagreeable-
D nefs
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nefs of the adventitious tones belonging
to the brogue, he will avoid the latter,
and introduce the former only into his
commion difcourfe.

During their progrefs in this, let them
be taught to write; and when they are
able to read fentences fluently, and to
copy themin a plain legible hand, then let
them enter upon Englith Grammar ; which
fthould be their only ftudy till they have
rendered themfelves complete mafters of
all it's fundamental and effential parts.
During this time their daily exercifes
fhould be, reading aloud, copying certain
paflages from the books they are reading,
and reciting thefe from memory. In this
way the two {pecies of language will be
carried on together, and afford mutual
light and affiftance to each other. Then
let them proceed to ftudy Englith wri-
ters, beginning with the eafieft, fuch as
are adapted to their raw underftandings,
and advancing by degrees, in proportion
to the growth and improvement of their
feveral capacities, to thofe of a fuperior
and more refined fort. During their whole
progrefs let Mr. Sheridan’s Di¢tionary be

conftantly



[ %8s 4]

conftantly in their hands, to be confulted
by them wherever a word occurs, of whofe
right pronunciation they are not {ure, and
whofe meaning they do not comprehend.
In order to keep alive in their memories
all they have learned of grammar, let a
portion of each day’s leflon be felected,
which they fhall be obliged to parfe, in
the fame way now practiced in Latin ; that
is, to refolve each fentence into it’s confti-
tuent parts of {peech, and fhew their mu-
tual relation to each other. In this whole
courfe it thould be the office of the mafter
to point out any grammatical errours, im-
proprieties, or inaccuracies, that may oc-
cur in the authors they are reading, and
which abound in many of thofe efteemed
good writers, and from which even our
moft celebrated are not entirely free *.

To the age of nine, their reading fhould
be confined wholly to profe, and then they
may be taught the elements of profody,
and the rules of verfification; that the
ear, as yet uncorrupt, may be trained fo as
to difcern the due proportion both of time

#* Many inftances of thisare to be found in Lowth’s Introduc-
tion to Englifh Grammar, and Blair’s Lectures,

D2 and
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and tone: and the flexible organs of fpeech
be tuned to a true modulation of poetic
numbers. Here then in addition to the
exercife of declaiming in profe, may be in-
troduced fometimes that of reciting felect
pieces of poetic compofition, fuch as may
fuit the capacities of the {everal learners.

Thus prepared, at the age of ten, let
them enter upon Latin. = Already préin-
ftructed in the principlesand rules of gene-
ral grammar, in their mother tongue, they
will be faved an infinite deal of trouble in
learning thefe in an unknown language,
according to the prefent moft abfurd me-
thod of teaching, that of—igmotum per
zgnotius.  All that is neceflary here will
be only to point out thofe articles in
which the Latin differs from the Englith
grammar ; and this may be done in fo nar-
row a compafs, that they may acquire, in
the fpace of two months only, all that is
ufeful or neceflary to be known, previous
to their entering upon the ftudy of the Ro-
man authors; whereas in the prefent way
ayear at leaft is employed for that pur-
pofe.

' ag

Afterwards,
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Afterwards, four or five years more are
taken up, in a tedious circuitous method of
anftrution, the chief end of which is to
-enable the pupils to write Latin exercifes
in profe and verfe; and this is the caufe
of the immenfe wafte of time ever after in
teaching that language. And yet, can any
thing be conceived more abfurd, than
to take great pains to cultivate a talent in
their pupils, which they are never to exer-
cife as long as they live, and which, there-
fore, can be of no future benefit to them,
either in point of aufe or ornament? and
all this, at the expence of fo much time
during the moft important feafon of life,
never afterwards to be recovered, and
which might be fo much more beneficially
employed, in acquifitions of the utmoft
moment to their future welfare.

In the prefent ftate of things, the only
poflible uife of Latin and Greek, is, to be
able to read the Claflics in the original, fo
as to underftand them clearly, and tafte
their ‘peculiar beanties; and this may ef-
feGually be accomplithed by a new com-
pendious method of teaching thofe lan-
guages, in one-half of the time now fruit-

Dj lefsly
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lefsly employed, neither to anfwer that
end, nor any good purpofe whatfoever.
Nothing can be more clearly demon-
ftrable than that it is impoflible ‘either
to underftand the ancient authors well,
or to have a juft preception of their
beauties, without firft being acquainted
and familiarized with authors of f{imi-
lar talents and writings of ‘a fimilar
ftyle in our own language. For it is
through the medium of their own, that
all the writings in foreign languages are
viewed by learners, as they can not pofli-
bly underftand them without tranflating
them into their own. Now it is evident,
that the tranflation will be either good or
bad, in proportion to the knowledge and
command each has of his own language, in
order to fele& the propereft expreffions,
and adopt a correfpondent phrafeology
to the peculiar idioms of that language.
What is the method now taken with our
young Tyros to enable them to perform
this tafk ¢ Why, as they came to the gram-
mar. {chool utterly unprepared in their
own tongue, and provided with no other
words but what are in common ufe, they
can employ no other in their attempts to
tranflate ;
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tranflate ; but, for this, the mafter has a
refource, in obliging them to have recourfe
to a di¢ionary, where oppofite to the fo-
reign word they find one {et down as cor-
refpondent to it in Englith. This Englifh
word the boy probably has never heard of
before, and underftands it’s meaning as
little as that of the Latin; but he is fure
to commit it to memory, and whenever the
one word occurs, tranflate it into the other;
and as the manner of teaching this way of
tranflation, which is called conftruing, re-
quires only that the pupil thould be able
to render each foreign word by an Englith
one, fuch as he finds in his dittionary,
without the leaft enquiry whether he un-
derftands the paflages fo conftrued, this
may be done efteCtually by the afififtance
of memory alone. And thus he may have
read feveral books, and pafs for a good
Latin {cholar, without having rightly un-
derftood any one paffage throughout. But
in this mode of verbal tranflation, what-
ever knowledge may be obtained of the
literal meaning, the whole {pirit of an
author muft evaporate, and all the beau-
ties of an elegant and figurative ftyle be
loft.

It
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It was for this reafon that fo much time
has been allotted for the ftudy of Englith
previous to the commencement of Latin.
But ftill the fame principle which efta-
blithed this as a fundamental point, fhould
continue to operate throughout the whole
courfe afterwards. For this purpofe, let
the beft tranflations of the claflics always
accompany the originals,. and both be
equally ftudied by the learners. This will
not only be a vaft faving of time and la-
bour, but will make their progrefs in the
acquifition of an unknown language, more
ealy and delightful. For, however well
prepared, for that feafon of life, they
might be, by the previous ftudy of Eng-
- lifth, and however qualified to tranflate
themfelves tolerably well from their own
fund, yet there could be no fort of com-
parifon between their juvenile and ex-
temporaneous efforts, and the producions
of a man of talents, advanced in life, who
has employed much time and pains, to con-
vey the meaning of his author in the beft
felection. of words and phrafes, and in
transfufing the {pirit of the original into
the copy. Such writers may be confidered

in
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in the light of opticians; and their tranfla-
tions, like glafles applied to the mental eye,
by which the dim or thort-fighted may not
only fee every thing in a clearer light, but
difcover many obje&s before invifible. In
this way they will acquire a knowledge of
Latin with eafe and pleafure; at the fame
time they will get a clearer infight into
the whole conftitution of their own lan-
guage. by conftant comparifon of the {pe-
cific differences between the two 5 they
will daily be adding to their flores of
Englith expreflions, fo as to have a ready
command of the copra verborum, without
which no one can make any diftinguifthed
figure in extemporaneous fpeaking. "And
as that is the higheft point of perfe@ion to
which elocution ean arrive, and the moft
wanted in places of public debate, parti-
cularly in the two houfes of parliament,
it may not be improper here to expatiate
a little upon the methods to be purfued,
in order to attain this end. |

In the firft place, as foon as boys fhew
that they perfectly know the grammatical
part, the parts of fpeech in their feveral
variations, and their conne&ion with, and
At dependance



N

dependance on each other in fyntax, let
the cuftom of conftruing verbatim ceafe.
Let the whole fentence be read, and it’s
meaning expounded in a liberal manner.
This will neceffarily demand a conftant at-
tention to the fenfe, and an ‘equal exer-
tion of the invention to find out fuita-
ble expreflions to convey that fenfe. When
a facility of doing this is obtained, let two
or more fentences be joined together, and
at laft, according to the advances made,
whole pages be read, and the fubftance of
what they contain delivered in the fame
way. ‘This will bring on a more vigorous
exertion of the memory, the underftanding,
and the inyention. Of the memory, in re-
taining the order of fo many fucceflive {fen-
tences. Of the underftanding, in not onlyf
perceiving the fenfe of each diftin paf-
fage, but alfo in obferving the concatena-
tion of the whole. And of the invention,
in finding out proper expreflions for thofe
paflages, whofe diftance has rendered the
ideas contained in them more ob{fcure, and
therefore not fo eafy to be explained. In
this way, the acivity of the mind will be
conftantly employed in finding out and fe-

le¢ting
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lecting fuitable words and expreflions ; and
praltice in this, as in all other cafes, will
render it fo eafy, as to produce on all oc-
cafions a ready utterance, and fluency of
Apeech. In aid of this extemporandcous
mode of tranflating, where greater lati-
tude 1s to be indulged, that they may ac-
quire a habit of corre@nefs alfo in ftyle,
let their written exercifes be tranflations of
their own, from fome Latin books, which
are not the immediate obje& of their fiu-
dies, and in which they fhould not be per-
mitted to make ufe of any tranflation by
other hands. In this way of ftudying La-
tin, they will have read more authors, and
to much better purpofe, in the fpace of two
years only, than they can accomplith now
in fix, according to the prefent method.
When they are fufficiently verfed in that
language, let jchem begin Greek ; wherein,
by purfuing the fame method, they may
make an equal proficiency, to the faving of
much time and labour. Here a new field
will be opened for comparing the three lan-
guages with each other, in regard to
their conftitutional differences ; and thus
a more diftin& view will be obtained
v | of
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of the feveral perfe&ions and imperfec-
tions i each, and a foundation laid for a
more accurate and critical 1kill in them all,

during their future progrefs. N
While they are thus employed about the
ancient, the two modern languages in moft
repute, the French and Italian, fhould by
no means be negle¢ted. It is in the prime
of life, when the waxen mind moft eafily
receives the deepeft impreflions, that the
elementary parts of all {fuch things as de-
pend much upon memory, fhould be firfk
inculcated, A certain portion of time
fhould therefore be allotted, firft to the
French, and afterwards to the Italian maf-
ter. A juft pronunciation will be then
moft eafily communicated, and all the
grammatical part fafely ftowed in the me-
mory, ready at all times to be called forth
for ufe. As tobe able to converfe in thofe
living tongues, will be both ufeful and or-
namental through life, that fhould be the
chief object of the mafter in teaching, by
making the pupils conftantly converfe
with each other in French or Italian, while
he is prefent with them, and correcting
them where they commit any miftakes,
From



5 dger ]

From the great faving of time by the
propofed method of teaching the two
dead languages, there will be ampie lei-
fure for attaining thefe two modern
ones.

In the two laft years, and not before,
their written exercifes thould be of their
own invention. Previoufly prepared as
they have been, by ftoring their memories
with abundance of clear ideas, and a com-
mand of fuitable expreflions culled from
the beft authors ; habitually accuftomed to
give vent to thefe by the tongue, they will
find no difliculty in committing them to
paper by the pen. For whatever any one
can {ay, he can certainly fet down in writ-
ing. And when all the materials are thus
ready at hand, great part of the labour of
invention will be faved, now employed in
a painful fearch after the materials them-
felves, as her principal tafk will be, only
to felect and arrange them. One of the
weekly exercifes thould be an epiftolary
correfpondence with fuch of their {chool-
fellows, and upon fuch fubjeds, as they
fhall think proper ; though critical remarks
upon. the feveral authors they are reading,

may



E

may be fometimes recommended. But no
excrcifes in verfe thould be compulfory
upon thofe who have no talents for it.
Wherever the feeds of poetry are {own by
the hand of nature in the mind, they will
{pring up of courfe, as indigenous to the
foil, and produce beautiful crops; but all
attempts to force their growthin a {oil not
congenial to them, muft endin difappoint-
ment. 'The beft of thefe exercifes fhould
be_feleted, and on a fixed day in the week,
be publicly delivered {rom the roftrum by
their feveral writers, in prefence of their
relations and friends invited for that pur-
pofe. 'This early practice of {peaking be-
fore numerous and mixed affemblies will
prevent that mauvatfe honte, which has tied
up the tongues of perhaps fome of the
wifeft men of the times, and deprived the
community of many of it’s ableft counfel-
lors *.

In otder to promote fill farther a facili-
ty of extemporaneous f{peech, during the
laft year, the practice of debating thould be
introduced. For this purpofe problematical

® Of this the celebrated Addifon was a remarkable example.

queftions
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queftions fhould be ftarted upon fubje&s
with which they were previoully well ac-
quainted, and timely notice given to the
appointed difputants to prepare themfelves,
one for attack, the other for defence. Afe
ter {fome time, thofe who have made the
beft figure in this way, may be allowed to
pitch upon what fubje& they pleafe, and
to poft up a thefis, in the old form of the
fchools,—Quibu/libet opponentibus, On fuch
occafions premiums thould be adjudged to
the viQors. Frequent pra@ice in this way
will not only give a ready command of
words, but will bring forward, invigorate,
and regulate the reafoning powers, {o as to
enable them to argue with perfpicuity and
force. 'There is no other fpecies of exer-
cife whatever, which will excite fuch an
emulation in the youth, or fuch an ardour
for conqueft, as there is none in which all
the nobler faculties of man, can at once
be difplayed to fuch advantage.

Such is the outline of a fchool propofed
to be eftablithed on different principles,
and purfuing very different ends from
thofe, which, perfifting uniformly in the
fame erroneous courfe, have, forcenturies,

mifconducted
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mifcondu@ed each fucceflive generation,
and rendered them unqualified for all the
nobler, as well as more ufeful purfuits of
life. 'There are many other articles of lefs
importance to be taken into this {cheme ;
but as this is merely a fketch of the prin-
cipal parts, it will not be neceffary to point
them out, till the whole plan be prefented
to view, with the outline filled up. It
will then appear, that the courfe of ftudies
above propofed, may be gone through be-
fore the young pupils fhall have attained
their fifteenth, or, at the utmoft their fix-
teenth year.

Here 1 am tempted to finith this part
with a paffage from Milton, who in his
plan of education, founded upon fimilar
principles, concludes thus.—¢ I doubt not
but you thall have more ado to drive our
dulleft and lazieft youth, our ftocks and
ftubs, from the infinite defire of fuch a
happy nurture, than we have now, to hale
and drag our choiceft and hopefuleft wits
to that afinine feaft of fow-thiftles and
brambles, which is commonly fet before
them, as all the food and entertainment,

for their tendereft and moft docible age.”
The
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The whole obje@ of the {chool-mafter
is to prepare the boys for entering the col-
lege ; and when they can ftand a flated ex-
amination by the fenior leGturer for that

~ purpofe, they are accordingly fent thither.

And in what does this examination confift?
It is expe@ted that they fhould be able to
conftrue fuch paflages of fome of the Ro-
man and Greek Claffics, as they have learn-
ed at {chool. 'The works of Horace, the
bucolicks and georgicks of Virgil, with the
firft {ix books of the Aneid, are all that
are requifite in Latin; and the dialogues of
Lucian with the firft fix books of Homer’s
Iliad, in the Greek. Now though they
are able (which however is not always the
cale) to conftrue fuch paflages as have
been imprinted on their memories by fre-
quent repetitions at {chool, yet {o far are
they from having any general or compre-
henfive knowledge of thofe languages,
that if you open to them a paffage in any
author which they had not before ftudied,
or any part of the fame author which they
had not before read, as for inftance, in the
laft fix books of the Alneid, or the laft

E ‘ cighteer;
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cighteen of Homer’s Iliad, they are uttetly
at a lofs. _ '
Thus, after the drudgery of fo many
years, goaded on by the dread of punifh-
ment, in a conftant courfe of difagrceable
labour, without any degree of pleafure to
{often it, or hope of feeing an end to it;
a1l that the young feholars have attained,
is, a poor {mattering in the two dead lan-
guages. Of their own they know nothing
but what is picked up by €hance. They
can neither fpeak nor write it with any de-
gree of propricty or accuracy- As to
{peech whatever imperfections or bad ha-
bits they may have contra&ted ia utterance,
muft remain uncorre@ed, probably to the
end of their lives. Originally corrupted
by the vile method of teaching the art of
reading, and afterwards confirmed in it by
conftant pradtice in the fame erroncous
way, they can neither read aloud, nor deli-
ver any paflages from books with propriety,
much lefs with grace. On the contrary, they
are in gencral uttered with fuch difcordant
tones, wrong emphafes, and falfe cadences,
as muft be highly difguftful to the hearers,

were not the gencral ear, (equally cor-
rupted)



[ % 3§

rupted) fo familiarifed to them, as to ren-
der their deformity imperceptible. And as
to the written language, they are {o little
practiced in their own, that they cannot
even write a common letter {o as to give
pleafure to a correfpondent; and with re-
{pe&t to their Latin exercifes, whether in
poetry or profe, they are, for the moft
part, puerile in the thoughts, and bald in
the ftyle. Or if here and there, fome-
thing more corre® or elegant fhould be
feen, they are evidently borrowed from the

authors they have read.

Purpureus late qui [plendeat unus & alter
Affuitur pannus.

Now let the courfe, as here defcribed,
be compared with that previoufly propofed,
and let common {fenfe decide, which of
the two is beft adapted to prepare the youth
for the farther purfuit of their ftudies in
the college ; or to furnith them with fuch
qualifications as may afterwards be of the
greateft ufe and ornament to them when
they enter into the world, in whatever fta-

tion or profeflion they may be placed.—
E 2 The
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The determination of this queftion, is a
point of as great national importance, as
ever was offered to the confideration of
the public. Fortunately this country is in
pofieflion of one part of education, during
a very important period of life, fuperios
perhaps to any in the known world. 1
mean the four firft years pafled in the col-
lege, from the time of entrance to that of
taking a batchelor’s degree. . During which
{pace, whether we regard the courfe of
ftudies to be purfued there, or the means
of enforcing a clofe attention to that
courfe, we fhall find no parallel to it in
any feminary of learning throughout Eu-
rope. None, where fuch a quantity of
knowledge is to be obtained in an equal
{pace of time; none, where the emulation
of youth is fo ftimulated, by a moft judi-
cious diftribution of rewards; or idlenefs
difcouraged, by fuch juft and efficacious
punifhments. Honout is the fure atten-
dant on the former, and difgrace on the lat-
ter. Nay {o admirably framed is the plan
of the public quarterly examinations, that
it is impoffible any one can get forward
from clafs to clafs, fo as to take a degree,

: without
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without anfwering at leaft tolerably well
at thofe feveral examinations; as from cer-
tain bad judgments given, on account of
evident marks of idlenefs, they may either
be ftopped from mounting into a higher, or
turned down into a lower clafs.  In order
to give due efficacy to thefe admirable in-
ftitutions, it is evident that nothing can be
of greater moment than that the previous
part of {chool education fhould be exaltly
{uited to that which is to follow, and fo
linked to the other, that the chain may be
found complete. But the reverfe of this
is at prefent the cafe, and much of the
time loft that might be more beneficially
employed in academic ftudies, from the ne-
ceflity the tutors are under of taking upon
themfelves the office of {chool-mafters, in
order to give their pupils fuch a competent
knowledge of Latin and Greek ag they
ought to have brought with them from
fchool, and certainly might by fuch a me-
thod of training there as has been pro-
pofed. “Nothing could fo effeGually pro-
mote a elofe application to the feveral fci-
entific branches of the college coutfe, as a
continuation there of the new ftudices pre-

E 3 vioufly
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vioufly carried on in the fchools. A maf-
tery of their own language would not only
render their progrefs in philofophy infi-
nitely more clear, certain, and confequent-
ly eafy, but their avidity of all forts of
knowledge would increafe, 1n proportion
to their ability of difplaying it at all times,
and upon all occafions, to the beft advan-
tage. Nor would the introdudtion of the
art of elocution interfere 1n the leail, or
encroach upon the time neceffary to the
other branches of academic ftudies ; as the
fudents, well grounded from their carly
years in the principles and pra@ice of that
art, would fill econtinue their application
to it as the amufement of their leifure
hours, from the very delight attending
every advance they fhould make in that
moft noble and pleafing of all exercifes ;
and which would not fuffer them to
quit the purfuit, till they thould have at-
tained the utmoft degree of perfection,
which their natural talents would enable
them to reach. 'To the pleafure attendant
on the practice of this art, Cicero has borne
a firong teftimony, where he fays—Dicend:

autem me non tam fructus & gloria quam Stu-
| dium
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dium 1pfum, exercitatiogue deleflat. 'That is
— Not all the fruit and glory derived
from elocution, give me fuch delight, as
the ftudy and exercife of the art itfelf.”
All the encouragement neceflary to be
given at thecollege towards forwarding the
perfeGtion of this art, would be, to ap-
point ftated times for the public recitation
of fuch pieces of compofition, whether in
poetry or profe, as fhould be fele&ted for
that purpofe; and for public difputations
upon interefting fubjects, with a few ho-
norary rewards, upon the more folemn oc-
cafions, diftributed to the wviGors. It is
hard to conceive, that in any other {pecies
of exereife whatfoever, the youth fhould
be {fo emulous to excel, as when contend-
ing for pre-eminence in an art, wherein all
the nobler powers of the mind, and all the
gracefulnefs and dignity of the human
form, areat once to be difplayed before
the eyes of admiring {peftators. Surely
there1s no other fituation in the world,
where human nature is exhibited in fo ex-
alted a point of view.

The generous youth, thus trained, when
the enter into the world, will find them-

felves
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felves qualified to make a figure in whate-
ver line of life they may be placed. When
thofe of a higher order fhould be called
upon, (as Milton on a fimilar occafion €x-
prefles himfelf) « to {peak in parliament,
or council, honour and attention would
be waiting on their lips. Theére would
then alfo appear in pulpits, other vifages,
other geftures, and ftuff otherwife wrought,
than what we now fit under, oft-times to
as great a trial of our patlence, as any
other that they preach to us.’

However obvious it may be to the moft
common underflanding, that the greateft
benefits would arife both to the communi-
ty at large, and numberlefs individuals,
from carrying the above propofed plan into
execution, yet the author of it is far from
thinking that it will make its way by vir-
tue of its own intrinfic merit. He knows
that there is no fubje& whatever which
has fuch rooted and inveterate prejudices to
encounter. He knows that the bulk of
thofe who are advanced in life, thinking
themfelves too old to learn, will fet their
fhoulders againft any innovation, by which
they expect to reap no benefit ; and who,

with
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with regard to the advantages which might
thence refult to the rifing and future gene-
rations, may probably be of the fame opi-
nion with the Oxford fellow; who, upon

- {ome propofal made for the good of pofte-

rity, faid, he would fain know firft what
had pofterity done for us. And above all,
he knows that eftablithments made at a
very diftant period, and f{uffered to remain
unaltered by all the fucceflive legiflative
bodies fince that period, can never be ef-
feGtually changed or new modeled by any
power but that of the legiflature alone. It
was therefore with infifite {fatisfation that
he found this moft interefting {ubje had at
laft, and for the firft time, been laid before
the Commons of Ircland, and that too by
order of his Majefty, to his eternal honour,
and glory of his reign. Under fuch aufpices,
the author of this little tract, began to hope
that the execution of a plan, which had been
the chiefobje of his life, and in his prepa-
rations for which he had employed many of
his beift years, might now be found practica-
ble.  He therefore quitted all other purfuits,
and returned to offer his fervice to his na-
tive country. From which, though he had
: been
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peen driven by a moft outrageous act, of
violence and cruelty, that in one night de-
prived him of the fruits of ten years incef-
fant toil, to accomplifh a point which he
fondly hoped would have been of lafting
benefit to the city of Dublin, and which he
had juft then almoft prought te maturity ;
yet as he confidered this act to be only the
effect of the frenzy of party, whereof they
foon repented, and have had ever fince
juft caufe to repent, it has never diminifh-
ed in him that amor patrie, which ought to
glow in the breaft of every good citizen,
For this country did he originally form
his plan, and in this country does he wifh
to execute it. He is willing to devote the
few remaining years, which in the courfe
of nature he may expe& to live, to the
accomplifhment of this great work ; and
he hopes no time will be loft in making a
commencement, as he well knows, that
unlefs executed under his own immediate
dire@ion, it will never be carried on to
any -effc@ual purpofe. If his plan thould
mecet with due encouragement ; if, after
invefligation it thould obtain the fanction

of the legiflature, he will thea have ne
| doubt
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doubt of it's f{uccefs; and will lay before
the public a more particular view of the
meafures to be taken in order to eftablith it
on a folid and durable foundation, fo asto
{pread, in no long {pace of time, the be-
nefits to be derived from it throughout
the realm. And he will be bold to fay,
that if fuch an eftablithment thould take
place, it would commence a new wra n
the Parliamentary Annals of this kmgdom,
and throw a luftre round the prefent fef~
fions, that will make it fhine beyond all
others, to future ages. You will have the
honour of being the firft legiflative body
in thefe realms, who took into confideration
the moft important of all f{ubjects, the
ftate of Education: In confequence of
which, you will have it in your power to
eftablith the moft perfe& {yftem, hitherto
known either in thefe Iflands, or in any
country in Europe. You will have the fatis-
fa&ion of féeing the immediate benefits re-
{ulting from this to the prefent race, and the
pleafing profpect of ftill increafing improve-
ment to your pofterity. You will have the
glory of refcuing the Englith language
from it’s prefent rude, obfcure, and irregu-

lar
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far flate; of drawing forth it's hitherto
toncealed perfections; of correéting it's
Errours, fupplying it's defe@s ; of reduc-
ing the whole to fuch order and regularity,
as to render it eafily attainable by all na-
tives, as well as foreigners; and of efta-
blithing it in this ftate to perpetuity, by a
fixed and immoveable ftandard.
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THAT Mr. Orde had fully adopted
Mr. Sheridan’s ideas relative to the Eng-
lith language, may be feen by the follow-
ing extralts from his Plan, p. 50, 5I.

“ I would ftrongly recommend an at-
tention beyond what is ufually given to
the ftudy of our own language. Englith
grammar and Englith compofition of all
forts, and Englifh declamation, fhould be
mofit favourite exercifes for the children,
and they fhould receive the greateft en-
couragement to acquire a proficiency and
excellence in them. . . . . I am perfuaded
that no objection ought to be made to it,
upon an idea that too much time and
afliduity wquld be devoted to a thorough

3 foundation
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foundation of knowledge in our native
language ; or that an attention to what
are called the learned languages, would
thereby be delayed to a more advanced
age than ufual ; becaufe there is good
reafon to fuppofe that the more rapid
as well as eflicient progrefs afterwards

in Latin and Greek, might bring the pe-
riod of claffical education, within the

ufual compafs.”

And again, p. 71—

« Tt is not my province or pretenfion,
nor is it indeed within my ability to
dictate the particular exercifes or courfes
of ftudy, which would moft profitably
in fucceflion engage the attention of the
youthful ftudent ; but I cannot refrain
even in this part of my fubje&, confined
as it fhould be to the confideration of
the beft claffical inftru&ion, from repeat-
ing my opinion, that even for that pur-
pofe, more attention than ufual might
be given, and more time devoted to im-
provement in our own language. It
fhould certainly be learned and practifed
thoroughly by rule and exercife, as the

very beft foundation for any fuper-
ftructure



firu©Gure whatever ; but of infinite wufe
towards the attainment of fuch know-~
ledge of the dead languages, as may
be carried to moft account in the pro-
grefs of life. Let me therefore add,
that ia this view, the corre& tran-
flation of either Greek or Latin into

Englith, would be the moft wufeful lef-
fon, and fhould attra& the firiGeft at-
tention, and moft effeCtwal encourage-
ment. By fuch means the ftudent may
be enabled to form an intimate ac-
quaintance  with the peculiarities, ex-
cellencies, or defe@ts of the original
author, and thus his thoughts will be
at once multiplied and invigorated.”

Of the general benefit which would ac-
crue to all the different claffes and ranks
of men, whereof the community at large
is compofed, from the eftabliffment of [uct
feminaries as have been fkeiched out in the
above plan.

All that has hitherto been offered on that
fubje&, regards chiefly perfons of the high-
er order in fociety, confifting of men of

| independent
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independent fortune, or fuch as are bied
to any of the liberal profeflions. But all
fubordinate claffes, down to the lowett,
will be proportionally benefited by inftitu-
tions equally ufeful and neceffary to all.
To begin then with the mercantile part,
in which are included fthopkeepers, and all
perfons concerned in trade.

Unfortunately this clafs of men, upom
whom the profperity and flourithing ftate
of a trading nation fo much depend, have
never had any other courfe of education
opened to them, but what was calculated
for the higher order. Claffical learning at
the grammer-{chool is the only fpecies of
inftrution open to them. Here during the
fpace of five or fix years, they are employ-
ed in a drudgery equal to that of a galley-
flave, and in which the fons of freemen are
too often compelled to proceed, by the fame
cruel means as are ufed towards the flaves
in our colonies, and all this to attain—
What? why, at beft, a poor fmattering in
a dead language or two, which never can be
of the leaft ufe or entertainment to them
during the reft of their lives. 'Thus are fo
many of thc¢ moft important years of a

man’s
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man’s life, the feeding time, irrecoyerably
loft, and nothing but chaff fown, which can
never produce grain. Nor is the entire lofs
of the time, the worft evil that attends this
method. From the mifery they endured in
purfuit of this unprofitable learning, the
youth acquire an averfion to reading. A
latin book they are fure never to look into,
after they have left {chool; and if they at-
tempt to read Englith, which they have
never been taught, fuch books as are capa-
ble of improving them, are as unintelligi-
ble to them as if they were written in a
foreign tongue. 'Thus they either give up
reading entirely, or, if they read at.all, it js
only fuch books as are adapted to their {len-
der knowledge of their own language,
which are more likely to corrupt, than im-
prove their minds, '

On the other hand, fuppofing there
were a number of {uch {chools opened as
have been before defcribed, for the regular
teaching of the Englifh language, let us {ee
what progrefs might be made by young
minds in an equal fpace of time. They
might become fuch mafters of that tongue,
which they are always to ufe, as to write

g it,
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it, and fpeak it fluently and correély.
They might ftudy our beft authors, with

‘the aid of inftru&ion, {o as to underftand

them perfe@tly, and difcern their beauties
from their faults. They might obtain a
general knowledge of hiftory, and of geo-
graphy. They might be made acquainted
with all that is neccffary to be known of
the hiftory of England, and their own
country. ‘The nature of our conftitution
might be explained to them, in fuch a way,
as to make them know the bleflings they
enjoy under it, and prize them according-
ly. They might be made to underftand
perfe@ly the principles of morality, and
all the focial datics; and, as the grand fup-
port of thefe, they might have fuch a view
given them of our pure religion, as would
make them love it; which alone can in-
fluence men’s condud, in conforming to
it’s rules and wife precepts. ‘They might
be made thorough mafters of arithmetic

and book-keeping. And all this might

with eafe be effected, in a {pace of time
not much exceeding that which is now
thrown away, in purfuyt of a point evi-

dently of no manner of ufc; to the truth

of



of which, I believe there is no one who
has gone thro’ that courfe, that is not rea-
dy to bear teftimony. '

Now let us fee what confequenccs
might naturally be expeted from young
men's entering upon their apprenticethips
thus prepared ; their underftandings en-
lightened by wufeful knowledge, and
invigorated by conftant exercife. ‘They
would bring ftronger and more a&ive
minds to their feveral callings, and
would more fpeedily and eafily make
themfelves mafters of them. In their
leifure hours from bufinefs, they would
not wafte their time in idlenefs or dif-
folute courfes, but their chief delight
would be to make ftill farther advances in
the feveral kinds of knowledge, wherein
they had made fuch a" progrefs, as would
not fail to excite a defire of proceeding
ftill farther. ~In all their purfuits of
this kind, the pleafure arifing from their
fkill in the true art of reading would
fmooth the way before them, and ren-
der their whole progrefs, not only eafy,
but' delightful. When they fhould be-

come their own mafters, and enter into
bufinefs
b 4
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bufinefs, it would be needlefs to men-
¢ion how much better qualified they
would be, both with regard to the con-
du& of their affairs in the hours of bu-
finefs, or for enjoying the {fweets of ra-
tional focietys :n the hours of leifure.

To this clafs may be added all that

are deftined to the lower civil employ-
ments, and clerkfhips 1n the feveral of-
fices ; together with the fons of the bet-
ter fort of land-holders. 'The bulk of
the moft ufeful part of the community
are contained :n thefe feveral clafles;
and 1 would defy the utmoft ftretch of
ingenuity, to point out any benefit which
can accrue to any of “thefe, from fuch
knowledge of Latin and Greek as it is

poflible for them 1O acquire.

{



