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T H O U G H T S ,  &C.

A t  a period the moft awful that has 

occurred in the hiftory o f  this countiy, 

or perhaps o f  the world, at a time when 

every Government in Europe has been 

ihaken to its foundation, and the Britiih 

Em pire itfelf, w hich has fo often fought 

for glory and for an imaginary balance o f  

power, is now reduced to fight for its 

very exiftence ; it becomes the duty o f  

every Irifhrnan who fees the dreadful 

precipice on w hich his country ilands,
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to warn his fellow citizens o f their dan­

ger; and if  any man thinks he has difco- 

vered, or canadvife any means for faving 

the country, it would be criminal to re­

main lilent. Had the great talents of the 

members o f the prefent Adminiftration 

produced any plan likely to give permanent 

fecurity to this country and effedtually to 

improve the 1'ituation o f the people, it 
might be confidered prefumption in an 

obfcure individual to fet up his judgment 

in oppoiition to theirs; but irnce they 
have not even, promifed any thing of 

confiderable moment, except the further 

emancipation o f the Catholics, and the 

takingoffthehearthtax, (meafures,which 

although in themfelves extremely proper, 

can by no means be confidered fufficient 

to extricate the country from the defpe- 

rate fituation in which ihe is at prefent) 

any man who thinks he can point out 

the dangers o f the country and how they 

may be avoided, has not only a right,
but.
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but it is his duty to deliver his fenti* 

nients to die N ation.

A s to the dangers w hich threaten this 

country, before I itate m y opinion I ihall 

firll take notice o f  the opinion delivered 

by M r. Grattan at the commencement 

o f  this fefiion ; his opinion is at all times 

w orthy o f the m od ferious attention, but 

particularly fo at prefent, when he is 

considered as Prime M in iiler o f  Ireland : 

“  I f ”  1'ays he, “  France ihould be pof- 

“  felled o f all the coalh and the harbours 

“  from Breit to the Zuyder Z ee, this ifland 

“  m ull link to the bottom  o f the ocean,”  

but ihe is now polfelled o f  them, and in 

all human probability w ill retain the pof- 

feilion; again he lays, “  It is on the C on- 

“  tinent alone that the Britiih Em pire is 

“  to be laved “  it is iinpolfible to fe- 

** parate the W eitern Em pire, the Con- 

“  tinent cannot belong to France, and 

“  Ireland to herfelf.”  N ow  thole ex-
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preiííons, as well as the whole tenor o f hk 

fpeech, plainly ihew, that it is his opi*- 
nion, that unlefs the Allies ihould, con­

trary to all probability, fucceed againil the 

French on the Continent, thefe illands, 

Ireland at leaft, muil iboner or later be 

fwallowed up, and form part o f what he 

has termed the Weftern Empire. A s I 

differ entirely from this opinion, and am 

perfuaded that, notwithftanding the ac- 

quifition o f Holland, and the fuccefs o f 

the French on the Continent, this coun­

try may itill be faved, if  Minifters will 
but a d  wifely and honeftly towards the 

people ; I ihall ilate my opinion o f our 

iituation and point out fuch remedies as 

I think, if  it is the will o f heaven, would 

itill preferve Ireland among the nations 

o f  the earth, and make her more re- 

fpedtable than ever ihe has been ; even 

though France ihould add the Spaniih as 

well as Dutch navy to her own ; even 

though ihe ihould make fuch gigantic

exertions
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exertions as to give her the abiolute com­
mand o f  the ocean.

Y

T h e  danger w hich threatens our e x ig ­

ence as a nation, is this ; that unlefs the 

French R epublic is deilroyed (o f w hich 

there is not the flighted proipedt) it is 

more than probable, it is alm oil certain, 

that fooner or later, France w ill be fupe- 

rior to Britain at fea ; and in that cafe, 

the generality o f politicians give up this 

country as abfolutely loft. N o w  the only 
reafon for defpairing in fuch circum - 

ftances, is, that w e are conlcious, that the 

affections o f the great mafs o f the people, 

the lower orders, are not with the Govern­

ment o f  the country, and that Government 

could not, in the hour o f  danger, look to 

them  for fupport, but would rather fear 

them as enemies -, that this is the cafe, is 

m oil notorious ; it would be folly to pretend 

to difguife it ; but I think the caufe o f  this

m oil
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moft alarming fymptom may be difcover- 

cd, and proper remedies applied.

T he caufes o f this want o f attachment 

to the country and its Government, I 

conceive to be, ift, the barefaced cor­

ruption and profligacy of many fucceifive 

adminiftrations ; 2dly, the extreme mi- 

fery and ignorance o f the lower orders o f 

the people.

M ifery would o f itfclf make the 
poor difaffedted, and anxious for any 

change ; but ignorance encreafes this evil 

confiderably, for the ignorant, incapable 

o f calculating the calamities which at­

tend a violent Revolution, fuppofe that 

every poor man would immediately get 

riches, without labour ; the ignorant alfo 

are the eafier milled, and when milled, the 

moft ferocious and cruel, as we fee in 

every infurredtion o f flaves; and as I am 

forry to add, we have feen in our own
country.
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country. T h at the lower orders o f the 

people o f  Ireland are extremely ignorant, 

is evident by comparing them w ith  thofe 

o f  a fimilar defcription in England, 

Scotland, France, Holland, Switzerland, 

and Am erica— indeed it hardly requires 

fuch a comparifon to prove it, when we 

confider that fcarce one peafant in twenty 

know s fo m uch as the letters o f our al­

phabet. T h a t  the lower orders o f our - 

countrymen are extremely miferable 

w ould alfo appear from comparing their 

fituation w ith that o f  the lower orders in 
alm oil every other country, and alfo from 

our own obiervation. But as this is 

loudly denied by the whole hoft o f  the 

uncharitable and unfeeling, by all that 

defcription o f  men w ho can argue, that 

the W e ft Indian negroes are as well oft as 

any European peafantry, and that G od 

and nature never intended the great mais 

o f human creatures to  enjoy more com ­

fort and happinefs than they experience;
therefore
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therefore to flop their mouths, fome fur­

ther arguments muft be adduced to prove, 

that which every man who has eyes to 

fee and a heart to feel, requires no fur­
ther proof of.

Firft, to begin with the ilate o f the 

metropolis.

When our celebrated preacher, M r. 

Kirwan, lately addrefled the public by an 

advertifement for the poor o f his pariih 

only, he begins with thofe remarkable 

words “  fhall 20.000 o f your fellow- 
“  creatures periih for want o f the com- 

“  mon neceflaries o f life,” and he calls 

“  upon the children o f profperity tocon- 

“  fider with attention the ill-fated popu- 

“  lation o f this country.”  I f  20,000

were peri thing for want in one parijh_

what muft have been the ftate o f the 

metropolis ! T he other day when men o f 

the firft rank and confequencc undertook 

a charity to relieve the diftrcfTes o f  the

poor,
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poor, their advertifement begins “  M i- 

feries on M iferies,”  and they draw a moil 

frightful piélure o f  the ilate o f  the poor.

I f  after thoie teilimonies, fupported 

by that o f every charitable individual or 

aifociation that examines the iituation o f  

the poor— and if, in fpite o f  the evidence 

o f  his ow n fenfes, any man w ill ffcill infiil 

that the lower orders o f  the people in 

D ublin are as happy and as comfortable 

as they can or ought to be, I will not fay 

that man is deceived, but I will fay his 

heart is bad : I f  fuch is the ilate o f  the

poor in the metropolis— it m ull be fup- 

pofed that they are at leail equally m ife- 

rable in the other cities and great towns 

o f  the kingdom , where the fame caufes 

prevail, and where there are not an equal 

number o f  rich to relieve their diilreifes. 

I f  it is fuppofed that this diftrefs is mere­

ly temporary, and occafioned by the war, 

^his fuppofition makes nothing againft

the
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the argument ; for i f  the time o f  war 

and danger muft in the nature o f things 

be the time o f mifery to the poor, and 

eonfequently o f  difcontent; we will find 

that at the very time we want their at­

tachment and fupport we muft not expert 

either. A s to the condition o f  the poor 

in the country, I believe it is generally 

allowed, that there is no peafantry in 

Europe (where the peafants are not ab- 

folute flaves) worfe houfed and worfe fed, 

than the peafantry o f Ireland. (Some few  

diftrióts o f Ireland are, to be fure, an ex­

ception to this general obfervation.)

Did Government ever beftow its care 

' to improve the iituation o f the poor ? 

is  there any national provilion for the old 

man who is paft his labour ? For the fick 

who cannot labour, and who requires af- 

üftance even to live ? Are the diftreiTes 

o f the poor at all noticed by the G o­

vernment ? Are the children they give to
the



the nation educated ? Does the induftry 

o f  every individual meet encouragement, 

or inilire a livelihood ? Is there one fin- 

gle point, wherein that attention is paid 

by Governm ent to the iituation o f  the 

poor, as to make them think the G o ­

vernment is their friend, and feel a per- 

fonal intereft in preferving it ?

I f  to all thofe queftions every man 

m uft anfwer no, it is no wonder that 

the poor are difcontented. W e  have no 

right to expeét their affiftance in defend­

ing a ftate, in w hich  they do not feel any 

Intereft. <( T h e  world is not their friend 

“  nor the w orld’s law .” It is natural that 

they ihould look forward to Revolutions ; 

and the moft likely w ay to change their 

fentiments would be to improve their 

fituations. I f  the caufe o f  our defpair 

and o f our danger is that the lower or­

ders are not attached to the Government

o f  the country— is not the remedy ob­
vious ?
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vious ? Remove the caufe, and the dan­

ger vaniihes. But how is the attach­

ment o f the lower orders to be gained, 

and how are their affedtions to be won ? 

the anfwer to this is very eaiy— Govern­

ment ihould cultivate their attachment 

hy deferving it, by conferring real bene­

fits on them, by labouring for their good, 

and by convincing them that it was the 

wiih o f Government as much as pof- 

iible to improve their fituations and 
make them happy.

I know that every plan which is pro- 

pofed for the improvement o f the fitua- 

tion o f the poor will be confidered Uto­

pian and vifionary, efpecially by thofe 

who both in and out o f Parliament main­

tain that corruption is the onlv way o f 

governing Ireland ; and it is probable 

whoever ihall propofe fuch a plan will 

be fet down by them as a difaffeded 

perfon and a jacobin ; but this is no time

to
-
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to conceal the truth ; had the country 

been wifely governed hitherto we would 

have now no caufe to fear ; but lince it 

has been fo governed, as to leave the low­

er orders miferable, and make them 

difaffedted, and that in confequence of 

fuch mifrule, the country is in the ex- 

tremeil danger— the difeafe that has fo 

long preyed upon its vitals, and now 

threatens its exiilence, iliould no longer 

be concealed, but it ihould be expoled 

and attacked w ith boldnefs and refo- 

lution, as well as lkill.

W e  hear a great deal, efpecially in Fail 

D ay Sermons, o f  the wickednefs o f  the 

people bringing down curfes on the na­

tion. I admit it is fometimes lb, although 

I think it is generally the wickednefs o f 

thofe in power w hich caufes the mifery 

o f  nations. “  Quicquid délirant rcges 

“  plectuntur A chivi but I iliall tell our 

rulers and governors, not in my own

words,
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words, but in the words o f  the prophet 

Ezekiel, or o f God himfelf, what kind 

o f conduit in thofe in power, brings 

down divine indignation and wrath upon 

their heads ; and I would ferioufly re­

commend it to them to coniider atten­

tively the paffage.

“  Son of man, prophefy againft the 

“  ihepherds o f Ifrael, prophefy and fay 

“  unto them— thus faith the Lord God 

“  unto the ihepherds ; woe be to the ihep- 

“  herds o f Ifraël that do feed themfelves ! 

“  Should not the ihepherds feed the 

“  flocks ?

“  Y e  eat the fat, and you clothe you 

“  with the wool ; ye kill them that are 

“  fed : but ye feed not the flock.

“  The difeafed have ye not ftrength- 

“  ened ; neither have ye healed that

“  which was iick ; neither havé you 

“  bound up that which was broken, nei-
“  ther
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«  ther have ye brought again that which 

«« was driven away j neither have ye 

“  fought that w hich was loft : but w ith 

«  force and cruelty have ye ruled them,

“  And they were fcattered, becaufe 

«  there is no ihepherd ; and they became 

“  meat to all the beafts o f  the field 

“  when they were fcattered.

“  Therefore, O , ye ihepherds, hear 

** the word o f the Lord.

« T h u s faith the Lord God -, Behold 

«  I am againft the ihepherds ; and 1 w ill 

“  require my flock at their hand, and 

“  caufe tham to ceafe from feeding the 

“  flock ; neither ihall the ihepherds feed 

•* themfelves any more j for I will de- 

“  liver my flock from their mouth, 

“  that they may not be meat for them .” 

Ezekiel, chap. 34.

Having



Having produced this authority, which 

w ill be allowed to be no Utopian dream* 

but divine truth, I think I may fafely 

aifert that the very reverfe o f the con­

duct here reprobated is the line which 

a good Government ought to purfue, in 

order to obtain the favour o f God or 

Man. In the fame fpirit, but in other 
words, it may be expreft, that it is the 

duty as well as the intereft o f the G o­

vernment not to fuifer the children o f 

the poor to run wild and be loft for want 

o f education, not to fuffer talents given by 

God for the fervice and the ornament o f 

the nation, to lie hidden (like diamonds 

in the mine) for want o f notice, or be 

cramped for want o f encouragement—  

they ihould take care that juftice and not 

cruelty and oppreffion is done between 
the creditor and debtor ; they ihould aifift 
induftry and reward virtue -, againft the 
preifure o f old age and ficknefs they 

ihould adminifter comfort and fupport ;

in
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in íhórt, the paternal care and attention 

o f  a good Government ihould, like the 

bleiïings o f  Heaven, enter in at the door 

o f  every poor man in the nation, and 

vifit his iniferable cottage, his family and 

his fituation ; it ihould educate his ch il­

dren ; redrefs his wrongs ; affiit his in- 

duftry ; and relieve his wants ; or in the 

fimple but fublime language o f  the pro­

phet, the ihepherds ihould feed the flock, 

they ihould ftrengthen that which is dif- 

eafed— heal that w hich is fick, bind up 

that w hich is broken— bring back that 

w hich  has been driven away, feek after 
that which was loft.

I f  ever we ihall have a Government 

that w ill adl on thofe principles, that 

Government w ill find in the gratitude 

and attachment o f  the lower orders, in 

the affeftions and love o f the whole peo­

ple, and in the efteem and praiie o f 

every honeft and good man, a more

c  folid
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rolid fatisfadtion, and a more powerful 

iupport than they could derive from all 

the venal Ayes Or Noes which are to be 

bought or fold in Parliament. It would 

be impoffible that the people ihould not 

be attached to fuch a Government as 

here defcribed, for every man is by na­

ture attached to his own intereft, and in 

this cafe, it would be evidently the in­

tereft o f all, of the poor particularly, to 

preferve a Government which, next to 

heaven, was their beft friend. A ll or­

ders would rife, in the hour o f danger, 

as fpontaneouily to preferve fuch a fyf- 

tem, as the hand does to preferve the

head.

I f  this can be doubted, or that the 

attachment o f the people is what may 

truly be termed “  the cheap defence o f 
nations,” the only impregnable ramparts 

for a ftate, the hiftory o f every nation 

which has exifted, or which now ap­
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pears on the great theatre o f  the world, 

w ill prove the fadt to an abfolute cer­

tainty. W hat is the prefent fituation o f 

all thofe countries in Europe w hich have 

been governed on different principles ? 

they wanted not armies or fleets, they 

wanted not treafure, nor artificial refour- 

ces ; but they wanted, what would have 

been o f more importance to them than 

all thefe, they wanted the attachment 

o f  the people -, had they poffeffed that, 

Flanders would not have been loft ; 

Holland would not have been loft; Spain 

and Italy would now be fafe, the G er­

man Empire would be fafe ; Ireland 

would be fafe. H aving faid fo much o f 

the abfolute neceffity o f cultivating the 

attachment o f  the people, if  we wiih to 

continue a nation, and are not content 

to be fwallowed up in the great W eftern 

Empire mentioned by M r. Grattan, I 

ihall now proceed to the means by which 

i t  is to be cultivated ; and o f all the im-

C  2 portant
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portant fervices that the people have a 

right to exped from Government : I

ihall begin with education, being the 

firft in order, and alfo in value.

( 20 )

Qn the Education of the Poor.

T he earth, beautiful as it is, when 

finiling with cultivation, in whatever 

region it appears rude from the hand o f 

Nature, prefents nothing to the view but 

peftilential fwamps, and a horrid wilder- 

nefs : the foil o f the human mind too, 
muft be broken and cultivated, or it is 

in vain we expeót to find in it the fruits 

of virtue or o f happinefs ; thefe are not 
the wild fpontaneous fruits o f the foil ; 

but the delicious produce o f human in- 

duftry and culture. This, then, is the 

caufe of the diverfity of national character 

and difpofition j that in fome countries

the humanmind is cultivated in one man­
ner,



ner, in others, iom ewhat difîèrently ; in 

fome it is more cultivated, in others lefs; 

but in Ireland it is not cultivated at all.

W h en  I fpeak o f  the people, I always 

mean the great mafs o f the population 

o f  the country, the lower orders ; and 

on them, I think, the God o f all the 

earth m ight look down w ith fupreme 

companion, and fay o f  Ireland, as was 

fpoken o f Ifrael ; “  my people are des­

troyed for lack o f  knowledge.” *j~ In or­

der to prove this, I ihall only put it to the 

feelings and the judgm ent o f  every man 

w ho is a father, and has him felf received 

an education -, i f  he could fuppofe his 

fon to grow  up negleited like the hearts 

o f  the field, or like the children o f the 

peafantry o f  Ireland, without the advan­

tage o f any education, moral inftrudtion, 

or example, what fort o f  a man would

■\ Hofea, chap. 4th.

he
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he expedt him to turn out ? Is it not 

probable, is it not almoft certain, that 

he muft be deftitute o f every honeil 

principle— a diigrace and forrow to his 

parents, and a burthen to himfelf ? But if  

this is not granted— I think it may be 

pofitively proved that common honeity, 

fo indifpenfably neceffary to the happinefs 

o f fociety, is never the fpontaneous 

growth of the human mind, but that it 

is always an acquired virtue.

T o  prove this, I will put another 

queition— Did any man or woman in the 

nation ever know or fee a child, that 

from its own nature refpe&ed the pro­

perty of others, and would not take 

another child’s plaything, before it had 

been often checked, and taught that it was 

wrong to do fo ? Now if we follow the 
uneducated child up to manhood, we 

will univerfally fee, the fame difpofitions

are retained— the character o f every ig­
norant
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norant and iavage people is the fame—  

dilhoneily, low cunning, deceit and 

cruelty. I f  it is argued that the corrup­

tion o f human nature is not to be reme­

died by education, fuch argument is ridi- 

culouily falfe and contrary to all experience. 

W hen  God looked down upon his cre­

ation, and all the works o f his hands, he 

faw that all was good : but neverthelefs 

he affigned it to man as an employment 

to weed the garden o f life, to cultivate 

the fruits o f  the earth and the virtues 

o f  his own mind. I f  this is negleóted, 

mifery and vice are the certain confe­

r e n c e s .

I f  ever there was a time, in which 

the education o f the poor, might, w ith­

out the utmoft danger, as well as dif- 

grace, be neglefted by the Government, 

that time is now no more.

France beftows the utmoft attention 

to her rifing generation, and it muft fol­
low
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low  as certainly as any effeft from its 

caufe, that if their republic ihould ftand 

on its prefent principles, the French 

will be in future, even more than they 

are at prefent, a nation o f foldtcrs ; what 

force then could Ireland oppofe to fuch 

a nation, in a future conteil, i f  our pea- 

fantry are to continue as they now are, 

uneducated, miferable, and without at­
tachment to their country. But if  any 

one lhall fay— that Government can do 

very well without the people being hap­

py, that they do not want their attach­
ment, that they are this year fuperior 

at fea, and that they rely upon Providence 
that this fuperiority will always continue; 

I anfwer, the firil affertion has no foun­

dation -, and the term reliance upon Provi­
dence is profaned, when it is fo applied. 
Does any man who exhauils his ground 
by bad farming, rely upon Providence, 
that in future years he will have as great 

crops, as if  he had farmed it well ?

Does



£)oes the country gentleman, w ho 

never planted, nor cultivated trees, re­

ly upon Providence, that his future 

woods w ill provide for his children and 

grand children ?

N o  ; but many o f  them do plant for 

the benefit o f  future ages ; the moft 

itupid farmer confiders not only what he 

w ill do w ith  his ground this year, but 

w hat he w ill do the next year and the 

year after : w hile our modern European 

Letriflators feem never to confider be-O
yond the prelent year ; and the reafon 

is obvious ; they confider they hold their 

great places and appointments on a very 

precarious tenure -, it is therefore their 

principal ob]edt, to cram their pockets 

and provide for their relations as fait as 

they can ; and as for the nation it may 

take its chance. W ith  their refpedtive 

nations they have nothing to do, but to 

faften on them like hungry leeches,

and drink their blood until they are
gorged
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gorged with it ; when they are full, off 

they drop, and another fet as hungry 

takes their place ; thefe, in their turn, 

are fucceeded by another, and another; 

how then is it poffible that nations fo go­
verned ihould enjoy health or happinefs ?

I f  the general principle is admitted, 

that the poor ought to receive edu­

cation, I think the beil talents in the 
nation ihould be fet at work, to draw 

up the moil perfedt plan, and the moil 

proper for the particular iituation o f 
Ireland— but, in the mean time, as eve­
ry man who complains o f any thing 

that is wrong, is fure to be aiked for his 
remedy ; I ihall take the liberty o f Sub­

mitting to the confideration o f the pub­
lic what I conceive to be the great ob­
jects o f educating the poor, and alfo fuch 
means as appear to me to be the moil 
likely to carry thofe much deiired objects 

into effedl. The advantages which I

would

' ( 26 )
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■would expeit from educating the poor, 

are, i ft, that their minds would be by this 
means opened and prepared to receive 

inftrudtion, whenever it ihould be laid 

before them in a proper lhape ; and then, 

a wood Government would always take 

care, to fupply them w ith fuch informa­

tion as would be neceflary and proper 

for them, zdly, Every genius and talent 

that Ireland contains among her millions 

now doomed to ignorance, would be djf- 

covered— and m ight be cultivated and 

dire&ed to the advantage o f the nation 

and o f its poiTeflor. It is indeed a me­

lancholy confideration, to think how 
many o f the brighteft geniufes, who 

m igh t in every branch o f human know­
ledge, have been the lights and ornaments 

o f our country, have had their great ta­

lents buried in obfeurity, (like our pre­

cious metals in our mines) becauie there 

has been no one to notice them ; becauie

in  this country no attention is paid to
thofe



thofe things. H ow many Newtons and 

Locke may have been loft to the world, 

becaufe they had the misfortune to be 

born in a country, where the children o f  

the poor are not even taught to read. 
Should the wintry blaft o f poverty howl 

at their birth, here they will find no ge­

nial fpring to vifit their young minds, 

and call forth into life, the latent feeds o f 

genius and o f virtue. Thofe heavenly feeds 

are fcattered with impartial hand over 

all the regions o f the earth; but fome 

legiflators prepare the foil to receive 
them, while others let them “  lye on 

“  the way fide, for the fowls o f the air 

“  to devour” and the winds o f heaven 
to difperfe.

There is another kind o f talents which 
deferve to be particularly mentioned—  
How many Wedge woods, how many 
Arkwrights, how many men whofe me- 

chanick genius might have raifed the

manu-
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manufactures o f  our country to the 

greateft perfedtion, and given employ­

ment and fupport to our ftarving m illi­

ons, may from the fame caufe have been 

loft to our country. A s a very elegant 

and feeling poet has touched on this iub- 

jedt, w ith much more beauty and force of 

language than I am mailer of, I ihall 

quote his words.—

Perhaps in this negledted fpot is laid 
Some heart, once pregnant with eeleftial fire ; 
Hands, w hich  the rod o f  empire might h av efw a y ’d* 
O r  w a k ’d to extafy, the living lyre.

But knowledge to their eyes its ample page,
R ich  with the fpoils o f time, did ne’er unroll, 
C h ill Poverty repreflèd their noble rage,
And froze the genial current o f  their foul.

Full many a gem o f  pureft ray ferene,
T h e  dark unfathomed caves o f ocean bear;
Full many a flower is born to bluili unieen,
And waftc its fweetnefs in the deiart air.

G r a y ’s E l e g y .
Though
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Though this is now the melancholy 

lot o f the poor, it ought not to remain 

fo ; the fineft and the fweeteft flowers o f 

the field ihould not be fuffered to “  bluih 

unfeen and wafte their fweetnefs in the 
defart air;”  the national garden is not 

overstocked ; thither they ihould be 
tranfplanted, and carefully watered, and 

cultivated.

The next great advantage I would ex- 

peit from educating the poor, is, that it 
would be a powerful means o f attaching 
future generations of Iriihmen to their 

country, and of reviving in Ireland the 
fpirit o f patriotifm, which has been fo 
long frozen by the mifery o f the inhabi­
tants, or broken down by that fyftem o f 
corruption and iniquity which has fo long 

prevailed in this country. Government 
would have every encouragement to un­

dertake the education of the people, that 
the experience of all age9 and o f many

countries
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countries can give. “  A s the hand o f 

the potter faihioneth his clay,” fo can 

Governm ent, by the force o f education 

and wife institutions, form and fafhion the 

minds o f future generations at their plea- 

fure. T o  prove this, I might refer to the 

hiftory o f a hundred nations ; but I iliall 

feledt two, w hich in their time, made a 

great figure in the world ; the Spartans 

and the Athenians : thofe two nations 

retained for many centuries precifely 

that national character w hich their rel'-. 

peitive legiilators, Lycurgus and Solon, 

thought moft proper to give them ; and 

the profperity o f thofe dates, as well as 

o f  antient Rome and modern Switzer­

land, was more owing to the wifdom o f 

their inftitutions, than to the force of 

their arms. It appears to me fo per­

fectly at the option o f the Government, 

to determine the future ftate o f the coun­

try, and the character o f the people, that 
I think it m ight be put to them as a
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fimple queiiion from the fpeaker’s chair: 

“  Is it your pleafure, gentlemen, that the 

people o f Ireland, ihould be in future, 

an enlightened and happy nation ? Let 

all who are o f that opinion fay aye, all 

who are o f a contrary opinion fay no.”

Having faid fo much o f the abfolute 

neceiTity o f educating the poor o f Ire­

land, I ihall now prefent a ihort iketch 
o f a plan which would appear to me 

likely to anfwer what I have already 
ftated, as the objeits o f education.

In the firft place, I think the plan o f 

education ihould be national ; by which 

I mean that it ihould take in all the 

children o f all the poor o f Ireland, 

without regard to the religious diftinc- 

tions o f their parents ; and the reafons 

for this opinion are, ift, that it would 

be a powerful means o f uniting the 

people, and baniiliing thofe religious feuds
and
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and animofities w hich have been fo long 

the curfe of this country ; we fee that 

even among animals, w hich appear by 

nature the moft hortile to each other, 

i f  they are but bred up together, they 

lofe their hatred j the dog, the cat, the 

lion, and the tyger will all agree ; and 

w ill it be laid, that an Iriihman only is

by nature that untameable i'avage, that 

what would even deprive a tyger o f  its 

ferocity, can have no effcit upon him ? 

2dly, the plan ought to be national, be- 

caule the objedt is national, and becaufe 

the expence ihould be national ; nothing 

but the authority o f  the Legiilature can 

create a permanent fund adequate to the 

expence o ffu çh  apian ; 3dly, it ought to 

be national, for i f  it was not fo, in thofe 

parts o f  the country where Proteihints 

are thinly fcattered, Proteftant Schools 

could not be fupported, and confeqnentlv 

iome o f the Proteftants w ou ld . receive
D
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no kind o f Education ; there would be a 

fimilar inconvenience to the Catholic9 

in fome parts of U lfter; the Catholics, 

alfo, would have this additional incon­

venience ; as by far the greateft number 

o f the poor o f Ireland belongs to their 

perfuafion, and as they have their own 

Prieithood as well as ours to maintain, 

it could not be expeóted, that any fub- 

fcription which might be made among 

the richer Catholics, would be fufficient 

for the education of their poor ; from 

thofe reafons, it will appear, that fuch a 

plan of Education as would take in all 

the children of all the poor of Ireland, is 

the only one proper for this country. 

But fuch a plan cannot be forced upon 

a people, even by the ruling powers. 

Schools might be built at the national 

expence, but parents would not fend their 

children to them, unlefs the plan was

fuch as met general approbation, or at
leaft
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leaft the approbation o f the enlightened 

men o f  the different religious perfuafions. 

T h eir opinion would probably fway 

the multitude. In order to obtain this, 

among other confederations, nothing o f 

religion muft be introduced into the 

lyftem  o f  Education, unlefs the heads 

o f  the different religions would confent 

to draw up certain Articles o f  Faith, 

w hich they all believe, and certain moral 

rules drawn from fcripture, which they 

all admit, and agree that this ihould be 

taught in the different fchools it might 

be neceffary to eftablilh ; otherwife it. 

m uft be left entirely to the parents to 

form the religious character o f  their 

child. For it could not be expected a 

parent would fend his child to the 

lchools, i f  he fuppofed his eternal falva- 

tion would be endangered by it. I f  this 

was attended to, the parents would want

D a  no

( 35 )

■



no inducement to have their children 

educated ; for if  fuch a plan was adopt­

ed, as without doing violence to the re­

ligious feelings o f the poor, would pro- 

mife to educate all their children and to 

cultivate every genius that could be dif- 

covered amongft them, and place it in 

its proper fituation, what peafant is 

there in the land who is a father, that 

could deny his child a fair chance o f 

rifing in the world to wealth and rank 

above his birth ; provided the nation 

and not himfelf was to pay the expence 

o f his education ?

Suppoling a national plan to be formed, 

and ready for adoption j in order to de­

rive the wiihed advantages from it, the 

zealous cooperation o f all the gentlemen 

and clergy o f the different religions 

ought to be procured. I f  the fubjedt is o f 

the firft importance, it would not be be­
neath
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neath the firft charaâers to attend to it ; 

unlefs they were to attend to it, but little 

good could be expeited from any plan ; 

the beft inftitutions would degenerate 

into a job  ; the matters would negledt 

their duty, and the nation muft pay them 

for doing nothing : the fchools eftabliihed 

for the public benefit, would turn out 

public nuifances. B ut i f  they (feriouily 

reflecting on the advantages the nation 

would gain by their attention to this 

fubjeit, and alfo on the fecurity it would 

give to the lives and properties o f  the 

rifing generation, and o f  their own chil­

dren ;) would exert themfelves to affift 

the execution o f  fuch a plan, there is no 

reafon, w hy the poor all over Ireland, 

ihould not be, at leaft as well educated as 

they are in thofe pariih fchools in Dublin, 

w hich are occaiionally vilited by gen­

tlemen. T h e  firft thing, w hich it would 

be neceffary to eftabliih, is, a body o f

men
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men to fuperintend and direót the courfe 

o f national education. I think this body 

fhould be a Committee chofen from 

amonsft thofe men who ihould volunta- 

rily fubfcribe in aid o f this meafure ; and 

I think care ihould be taken, that this 

committee ihould be compofed o f the 

propereil men o f every religious per- 

fuafion. It ihould be the province o f 

this committee to feledt, or to compofe 

fuch books, as might be moil fit for the 

different ilages o f education : they ihould 

appoint the mailers for the different 

fchools— and remove them if  they neglect­

ed their duty. T he difficulty o f choof- 

ing the mailers would not be fo great 

as it might at firil appear ; in the Unf- 

verfity, a thoufand lads can be examined 

in four days in a long and difficult courfe 

o f iludy, and a comparifon can be formed 

o f their refpedtive anfwerings ; in the 

choice o f mailers indeed there ihould be

a com­
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a comparifon o f their characters as well 

as their knowledge. T h e  next point to be 

coniidered is, what fchools it would be 

neceifary to eitabliih, and to me the fo l­

lowing appear abfolutely neceflary, i l l ,

A \ \

Primary or Nurfery Schools.

T h ofe fchools ihould be eftablifhed 

a ll over the country, at the diftance o f 

3 miles at the fartheit from each other ; 

fo that no child ihould be more than a 

mile and a h a lf diftant from a fchool. 

Here all the children o f the poor o f  both 

fexes, ihould learn reading, writing and 

the firft rules o f arithmetic ; in teach­

ing them to read, fuch books ihould be 

made ufe of, as were judged moft likely 

to intereil the minds o f the young fcho- 

lars, (by amufing them, and giving them 

an early inclination for reading), and at 

the fame time to convey as much in-
formation



formation as they were capable o f re­

ceiving— I have already mentioned that 

the books to be uftd in the fchools 

fhould be fele&ed by thofe who were 

intruiled with the fuperintendance o f 

the national education ; and if  the pro- 

pereft books for this purpofe are not 

to be found in our language, they ihould 

tranilate from other languages whatever 

v/as worthy o f being tranflated, or they 

iliould themfelves compofe books for 

the ufe o f the fchools : the children

ihould be encouraged to learn, by fmall 

premiums, by praife, â id honourable 

diftinftions at the fchool : for encouraee-O
ment is found to be a more powerful, 

as well as humane method o f training 

either man or beail, than violence and 

terror— the children ihould be fent to 

thofe fchools as foon as tfiey could bear 

the fatigue of walking to and from them ; 

(I fuppofe this would be, at about five

years
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years o f age) at the age o f ten or twelve 

the beft fcholars m ight be candidates for 

admiffion in other fchools, w hich ihall 

be afterwards defcribed ; i f  not luccefs- 

ful, or that their parents choofe to keep 

them  at home, they m ight continue to 

learn at thofe fchools till -they were four­

teen, and after that age they m ight re­

main at the difpoial o f  their parents, 

i t  appears to ^me, that this education 

would be fufficient for the great mafs o f 

the people, w ho are deftined to live by 

the labour o f  their hands ; I think it 

would be fufficient to open and prepare 

then minds tor the reception of every 

kind oi information w hich m ight be 

neceffary in their iituation ; and with 

fuch information it ihould be the care o f  

a good Government to fupply them.

T h e  next advantage w hich I have 

ftated, as likely to flow from a good plan 

o f  national education, is that every ge­

nius
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nius and talent in the nation might be 

difcovered, and directed to the greatert ad­

vantage, both for its poffeiTor and for 

fociety— for this purpofe other fchools 

ihould be eftabliíhed ; I ihall begin with

County Clajjical Schools.

There ihould be one claffical fchool for 

the poor in every county ; where a li­

mited number o f boys (iuppofe from 20 

to 50, according to the wealth and po­

pulation of the county) ihould be dieted, 

lodged and educated at the expence o f the 

county the advantage o f having it 

fupported at the expence o f the county, 

would be, that the country gentlemen 

would by this means be induced to pay 

attention to it ; and for the fame reafon, 
I think the neighbourhood o f the coun­

ty towns, or at leaft a cential iituation 

in the county, ihould be chofen for this 

fchool— the expences o f fuch a fchool 

would hardly be more than that o f a pa-
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riíh fchool, in D ublin, and could not be 

confidered any burden on a county.

( 43 )

I f  the appointment o f  mailer to one 

o f  thofe fchools, was made fomewhat a 

better provifion than a country curacy, 

there m ight always be found among the 

fizers o f  Dublin college, a fufficient 

number o f men properly qualified, who 

would undertake the talk : the number 

o f  boys, as I mentioned before, ought 

to be limited ; and the vacancies ihould 

be filled up by thofe o f  the candidates 

who were the beil anfwerers in the firil 

courfe o f  reading already mentioned. In 

order to determine this in the moil im ­

partial manner there ihould be a public 

examination, once or twice in the year, 

(fuppofe at the time o f the Aifizes) at 

which gentlemen o f confequence in the 

county ihould make it a point to attend. 

T h e  age o f admiflion into thofe fchools 

ihould be from ten to twelve -, and the



\

boys here iliould be for five years in­

tru d ed  in the dailies, engliih, writing, 

and arithmetic— here as in the primary 

fchools, the boys ihould be encouraged 

to learn by premiums & c. and it ihould 

be impreiied upon them, that their fu­

ture fituation in life depended upon the 

progrefs they made while they were here.

A t the expiration of the five years, the 

beil fcholars ihould ftand Candidates for 

fizerihips in Dublin college ; thofe who 

fucceeded, would be in the fair road to 

advancement -, o f the reft, fome'might go 

from hence to the Catholic colleges for 

educating Priefls, and by this means I 

think the Catholic Priefthood would be 

much improved, which I iliould coniider 

as a national advantage : others might

be put apprentices to fuch trades, as a 

good education would ferve them at; 

and by this means the nation would gain 

a great number o f intelligent clerks
and
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and ihopmen, and fome perhaps who 

riiing from that fituation, might be an 

accelTion to the mercantile intereft o f  

the community. I think, that the mas­

ters alio, both in thofe fchools and in
«

the primary fchools, ihould be encou­

raged to do their duty by premiums ; 

for inftance, when a boy from any o f  the 

primary fchools, ihould gain admiffion 

into the county claffical fchool j or when 

one from a county claffical fchool was 

admitted as a iizer, in both thefe cafes, 

I  think, the mafter ihould receive a 

fmall reward.

In order to follow the line o f  claflical 

education, I fhall proceed from thofe 

fchools to the inftitution of Sizeriliips 

in Dublin college, and from thence 

return to other fchools which it might 

be neceiTary to eflabliih.
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O f Sizer/hips.

From the inftitution o f Sizerfhips in 

Dublin college, (although many im­

provements may ftill be fuggefted) great 

advantages have been derived to the na­

tion : men who have been the ornaments 

of the bench, the fenate, and of every 

liberal profeflion, have by means of this 

inftitution received that education, which 

otherwife their circumftances would 

have denied, and cultivated tiiofe talents, 

which, had it not been for this inltitu- 

tion, would have been loft, both to fo- 

ciety and themfelves. Now, though 

every one mail approve oi the idea of 

Sizerihips, y~t it appears to me that 

there are thefe greut defects in the 

prefjnt eitablilhment : i ll ,  the Sizers
are not furiicientiy maintained a:.d iup- 

ported by the college— 2dly, there is not 

a fufficient encouragement to their ge­

nius and induilry— 3dly, the number is
too

»



too fmall. A s to the firil point ; they 

are allowed indeed, (after having waited 

as menial fervants at the table o f the 

Fellows and F ellow  Commoners), to eat 

up what fragments are left ; fometimes 

this affords them a f  .fficient meal, and 

iometimes it does not. But this appears 

to me fo far from a liberal provifion, 

for men deftined to honorable proférions, 

that I think nothing could be contrived 

to offer a more wanton and unmeaning 

infult to that confcious dignity o f  mind, 

and to thofe feelings which nature has 

almoft always united with genius, and 

w hich cannot be feparated from it.

I f  a young man has ihewn thofe ta  ̂

lents, which in the judgment o f the 

college, ibould be cultivated for the be­

nefit o f  fociety, and directed towards 

the liberal profeffions -, w hy in the name 

o f  God, muft he (after having ftruggled 

through the former part o f  his life,

with
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with all the difadvantages and all the 

contempts which poverty experiences,) 

be ftill further perfecuted in that Uni- 

verfity which has approved his talents ? 

here he ihould expeit to find a facred 

afylum, a peaceful harbour to protect 

him from the ilorms o f fortune. Would 

it not be the better way to encourage 

him, to diveil himfelf o f that aukward- 

nefs and vulgarity o f manner and o f 

habits, which it is probable that in his 

former ftate o f  poverty and inferiority 

he muil have contracted ; and to learn 

that independence and dignity o f mind 

and manners, which better accords with 

the liberal profeflion for which he is def- 

tined ; this defeft would be very eafily 

remedied— fuppofe the burfar, or the 

caterer o f the college, in laying out the 

dinner, was not to calculate, that there 
ought to be fuch a fuperfluity at the ta­

ble o f the Fellows and Fellow Com­

moners, as that the fragments might
feed

A _
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feed their fervants, the Sizers; but 

w ould ju ft provide fuch a dinner as was 

fufficient for the number who were to 

fit down to it ; the faving at that table 

w ouid  afford a plain dinner to the Siz­

ers at a feparate table ; and that cruel 

and unmeaning infult, o f  forcing en­

lightened men, who have better prof- 

peds before them, to do the offices o f  

menial fervants, might, and ought to 

be done away. Independent o f  this, I 

fay, they are not fufficiently maintain­

ed by the College; for the tw o firft 

years all the emoluments they get from 

the College would not keep a coat 

upon their backs ; and, in order to fup- 

port their exiftence, many o f  them are 

obliged to give up a great part o f  their 

time, while in College, to a d  as Uihers 

to Schools, or in whatever other capa­

city they can piece out a fcanty fubfift- 

ence ; perhaps, the youth o f  the fineil 

genius in the nation, muit quit thoie ftu-

E  dies
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dies which are congenial to him, and 

be employed for four or five hours in 

the day teaching little children to fpell ; 

this is enough not only to cramp and 

prevent his exertion, but entirely to 

break his fpirit. Now, at the expenfe 

of 300 guineas a year, this inilitution 

might be put on totally a different fitu- 

ation from what it now Hands ; and 

this fum I would afk, not merely as a 

charity, not merely for the caufe of 

learning, but for the public advantage. 

For among the many advantages that 

the public derives from this inilitution, 

we might point out one man, whofe 

talents (by this means given to the 

public) are to the public intrinfically 

worth more than what the whole ex­

penfe of the inilitution could be fup- 

ported for ; the man I mean is our 

Chief Baron. The manner in which 

I would apply this money is, to each

o f the thirty Sizers I would give 5
guineas
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guineas per annum, and to every Sizer 
on his getting a premium or certificate 

at the examinations I would alio give 

5 guineas; that would allow 150 gui­

neas a year amongft all the Sizers, and 

at the moft 120 per annum amongft the 

beft anfwerers at the examinations ; 

the remaining 30 guineas might be 

given in premiums to the beft Engliih 

compoiitions for Sizers only. T h e  ad­

vantage that would be derived from 

this fum,- fo applied, is evident. All 
the Sizers would be much more com­

fortably circumftanced than they are 

at prefent ; and thofe o f  fuperior ge­

nius and induftry might live upon the 

honorable rewards o f  their merit, with­

out having their attention taken from 

their ftudies, or being obliged to make 

a livelihood by other means. I think 

, alfo the number o f  30 too few , and 

that they ihould be increafed to 50. 

A  great number o f  men o f  learning
E  2 are
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are always wanted for the fchools and 

for curacies. But I think this inftitu- 

tion would be much more perfeit, if  

whenever a Sizer paiTed through the Col­

lege with uncommon credit (of which 

more than one or two inftances could 

not be fuppofed to occur in a year) 

fuch men ihould be aififted at the ex- 

penfe of the nation to whatever pro- 

feffion the natural bent o f their genius 

inclined ; (for inftance, thofe who were 

difpofed for the bar might be fpeci- 

ally exempted from the ufual fees and 

importions upon their admiffion. They 

might be admitted after a certain courfe 

o f itudy in Ireland, and not be ob­

liged, at an expenfe that would to them 

be ruinous, to eat a certain number of 

dinners at a certain place in London, 

nor to pay a large fum in Ireland for 

the purchafe o f chambers which are 

never to be given to the purchafers.

Every obftacle that now prefents itfelf
ihould

C 5 2  )



ihould be removed out o f  the way o f  

thofe talents which the nation has 

taken under its prote&ion— thofe w ho 

chofe the church might be particularly 

recommended to a curacy, at leaft-— 

thofe w ho were inclined to ftudy phy- 

iick, might have all the advantages 

which this country can afford to me­

dical ftudents, without expenfe, and 

have fome fmall fum given towards 

their iupport during the time o f  their 

fiudies. T h ofe  men would enter into 

their refpedtive profeilions with a cha­

racter that would very much affift their 
progrefs. ^  ... * .

T h e ie  are all the obíervations I have 

to offer on claifical education j and I 

think this plan, which is extremely fim- 

ple, would be fufHcient to draw from 

obfcurity every genius which was not 

formed for obicurity j and to place it 

in fuch a fituation as would be moft

to
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to the advantage and credit both o f its 

pofTeffor and o f the country.. T h e  

fteps would be but few, and a true 

genius could not mifs them. From 

the nurfery fchools, to the county 

daffical, from the county claffical 

fchools to the univerfity, from the uni- 

veriity to the profeffion of their own 

chuiing—-and, through that, to what­

ever degree o f rank, wealth and ho­

nour their merits or their good for­

tune might raife them, I now return 

to the other fchools which are not in 

-the claffical line of education, but 

which would be of perhaps equal uti­

lity. Thefe are, lit,

A  S c h o o l  o f  A r t s ,

T h e fituation moil proper for this

fchool would be Dublin ; both becacfe

it contains the beft mailers for every art,
and
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and the D ublin  Society’s Model-room ; 

and alio becaufe it contains the greateft 

number o f  gentlemen o f  icience and 

tafle to vifit and attend to this fchool. 

Here a limited number o f  boys (fuppofe 

100) ihould be lodged, dieted and in­

t r u d e d  in whatever branch o f  the arts 

they íhewed the greateft tafte for. T h e y  

ihould be inftruded here for a limited 

time, and the vacancies filled u p  by 

thofe candidates w h o  difcovered the 

greateft ingenuity and turn for the 

mechanic arts. T h is  ihould be de­

termined by a committee o f  gentle­

men o f  fcience appointed to vifit 

and in fp ed  this fchool ; for if» in 

one fingle inftance, merit ihould be 

obliged to give w ay to intereft and 

favour, the whole fcheme o f  national 

education would be deftroyed, and no 

longer ferve to difcover and cultivate 

thofe talents which are the moft worthy

o f
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o f cultivation. A t  the expiration of 

the term o f education in this fchool, 

the boys ihould be put out according to 

the genius they have difcovered ; thofe 

who ihewed the greateft genius might 

be put to the fineft arts; thofe who 

difcovered lefs, to the common mecha­

nic trades ; and they would not make 

the worfe carpenters or fmiths for hav­

ing learnt the principles o f mecha­

nics. 2dly,

A  S c h o o l  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e

Should be eftabliihed ; and the beit 

fituation for it would be near the great 

Botanic garden which the Dublin Soci­

ety intends to eftabliih ; here a know­

ledge of botany and experimental farm­

ing might be learnt together. The idea 

of this fchool I do not pretend to take cre­

dit for; as I have taken it from Dr. Dick- 

fon’s EiTay on Education ; a book which

is

( 56 )



1

is worth fomething more than honour- 

able mention at the R oyal Irifh Academ y; 

and which I think ought to be read by 

every one who is anxious to know  how 

the fituation o f  the people may h e  im ­

proved by the means o f  education.

I have now gone through all the fchools 

which appear to me abfolutely necef- 
fary -, and I believe it w ill be allowed, 

that (whatever may be defedtive) there 

is nothing fuperfluous in this plan ; the 

mafs o f  the children o f  the poor would 

be taught reading, writing, and the com­

mon rules o f  arithmetic ; and thofe w ho 

are feledted from the mafs, on ac­

count o f  fuperior talents, would all o f  

them be put into a better iituation o f 

life than their birth and the circum- 

ilances o f  their parents would have 

placed them in ; thofe w ho polfeifed 

great talents would rife to greater dif- 

tindtion ; and might be the fupport, as

well
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well as the pride o f  the old age o f  their 

parents i this confederation muft atr 

tach the peafantry of Ireland very much 

to fuch a fyftem of education ; and an 

attachment to the inftitutions of our 

country is almoft the fame thing as 

an attachment to the country.

T h e  only part o f education which now 

remains, is the military part ; and it ap­

pears to me that unlefs a martial fpirit 

fhould be infufed into the minds of 

the riling generation, unlefs they are 

made a nation o f foldiers, they muft 

ceafe to be a nation at all. W ith this 

view, I think, that at all the fchools, 

bathing and every exercife or means 

which would encreafe the flrength and 

adivity o f the boys ihould be attend­

ed to ; and that all the boys fhould 

learn the ufe o f arms, and to perform 

the fimple military evolutions. If it 

ihould be fuppofed that it would be 

impoifible to govern a well-educated

and
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and a martial people, and that a good e~ 

ducation muft neceiTarily make the peo­

ple Republicans and Jacobins^ as an 

anfwer to fuch a fuppofition, let the 

prefent ftate o f  Switzerland be conii- 

dered. T h e  Swifs, above all other na­

tions, are a well-educated and martial 

people ; their government is certainly 

not what is now called Democratic ; 

and their territory immediately joins 

that o f  the French Republic. N ot- 

withilanding all thofe circumftances 

there is not a nation in Europe 

more quietly or better governed, 

or perhaps farther diftant from a Re­

volution.

T h e  f a d  is, that it is becaufe tbe 

Swifs are a well-educated and a martial 

people the country is profperous, and 

the government is able to a£t with 

greater dignity than any government on
earth
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earth could do in the fame circum- 

flances.

This fmall flate, furrounded by all 

the belligerent powers, has moil nobly 

preferved its neutrality, during the va­

rious changes o f  the prefent war; and 

would never fufFer its territory to be 

violated, or its councils to be didated 

to by any power. Secure in the patri- 

otifm and military virtues o f her peo­

ple, Switzerland fears no attack. She 

hears without difmay the blail o f  war 

on every iide- She fees the furround- 

ing nations deflroying each other ; but 

in the very height o f their fury they 

are all obliged to refped her well-edu­

cated and martial people. How weak 

and how contemptible does the condud 

o f  all the other governments of Europe 

appear in comparifon to that o f  Swit­

zerland, even o f thofe who in the 

language o f  defperation, not o f  true 
fpirit, declare,

"  They
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{ 6 '  )

4t They have fet their lives upon a caft,

“  And they will itand the hazard of the dye.

R i c h a r d  I I I .

Switzerland has no fuch defpetate 

game to play. And it would be worth 

confidering whether, w hat conftitutes 

in that country the happinefs and pros­

perity o f  the people, and alfo the 

ftrength and dignity o f  the government, 

would not be worth pradifing in Ire­

land ; which is by nature infinitely fu- 

perior to Switzerland, T h is  is certain, 

that i f  the Iriih people were like 

the Swifs, no nation on earth could 

ever think o f  invading our country; 

and the only reafon w h y  we are not fo 

is, becaufe in Switzerland the educa­

tion o f  the people and their interefts 

have been always attended to by their 

government. It is not from Switzer^ 

land alone, but from the experience o f 

all countries and times, that it may 
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fafely be faid, that a martial people 

or a great army is full as eaiily govern­

ed as an unwarlike nation or a rabble. 

This is the caufe which has fo long 

preferved the wretched fyftem of the 

Ottoman government ; that o f all the 

falfe principles, errors and follies which 

it is poifible for a government to adopt, 

the only one which it has not fallen 

into, is that o f fufpe&ing the people, 

and not venturing to give them arms ; 

the avoiding this one folly is the only 

fupport o f  their government ; had they 

fallen into this, their empire could not 

have flood three months againft the 

force of either RuiTia or Auftria.

As to the idea of defending Ireland by 

regular, militia, and fencible regiments, 

I muft own I have not the leaft faith 

in it. As our armies are now confti- 

tuted, the lower orders hate them, and 

ever will hate them. I will engage to 

prove, i f  the Houfe of Commons
thought
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thought it  w orth their w hile to eftab- 

lifh a committee o f  inquiry for the 

purpofe, that part o f  this army on 

which w e muft rely for our defence, 

conduct themfclves more like Ruffian 

Coffacks or Tartars than like Iriih fol- 

diers in a peaceable country ; and that 

they are more dreaded and detefted by 

the pcaceable inhabitants than any fo ­

reign enemy cxmld be. B ut i f  this was 

not the cafe, and they behaved them- 

felves ever fo well, how  are our armies 

to be encreafed ? B y  crimping and kid­

napping ! For every one foldier which 

a  recruiting officer procures by thofe 

means, government gets at leafl: tw enty 

enemies among the lower orders. W h en  

a poor wretch is torn from his bed, and 

from his family, handcuffed and hurri­

ed on board a tender (in defiance o f  

the pofitive law  o f  the land ; in open 

and barbarous violation o f  perfonal li­

berty and fecurity, and o f  every thing

which
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which is dear to man, and ought 

to be refpeded by government) the 

curfes o f his difconfolate and perhaps 

Jlarvitig family are raifed to heaven 

againft that government under which 

fuch oppreiTion and villainy are too often 

pradifed with impunity— and this is 

not all, i f  a foreign enemy ihould land, 

who poiTeiTed humanity as well as force, 

what part is it to be expeded that the 

children, the brothers, the near rela­

tions, and the friends of the murdered 

man would take ? L et every one con- 

fult his own feelings, and they will tell 

him.

If  fuch pradices are encouraged or 

tolerated; i f  they are not puniihed 

with the utmoft feverity, (whatever 

may be the rank o f the offender) I do 

believe, (fo help me, God, as I ftate my 

real belief) that government will, when 

it is too late, difcover that their fecu-

rity
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rity is not exactly in proportion to the 

number o f  red coats which they dis­

tribute. T h e y  w ill remember how  

once, in a time o f  danger, Ireland fmil- 

ed fecure under the protedion o f  her 

brave Volunteer arm y; they w ill re­

member, when repentance comes too 

late, that noble fpirit which once ex- 

lfted in this country ; which has lately 

been cruihed ; and which ought tó be 

revived, i f  it is the will o f  God that 

Ireland ihould ftill continue to be reck­

oned amongft the nations o f  the earth.

I have now  finiíhed the iketch o f  

fuch plan o f  national education as I 

have been able to conceive, and I fub- 

m it it to the public judgm ent as a plan 

not complicated, very pradicable, and 

at the fame time likely  to accompliih 

thofe objeds which have been always 

found to refult from educating a peo­

ple j that their individual happinefs as

F  weJl
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well as their national chara&er, prof- 

perity, and ftrength is thereby much 

promoted and improved. As to the 

other means of attaching the people, 

and thofe fervices which ought to be 

rendered them, I have already menti­

oned them in the beginning of thofe 

obfervations ; I ihall only now repeat, 

that the induftry o f thofe who are able 

to work, ought to be encouraged and 

aiftfted ; and that the miferies o f thofe 

who from old age or ficknefs cannot 

work, ought to be relieved, and their 

lives fupported by a national provifion. 

T h ey  ihould not be left relying on the 

precarious and pitiful fupport that can 

be derived from private charity.

This is no new or extravagant idea 

of my own. The principle (that thofe 

members o f fociety who cannot labour 

for their own fubfiflence, or cannot 

get work, íhould be fupported at the
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expenfe o f  the nation) is adopted in 

England— there are indeed many de­

feats in the Engliih fyftem o f  poor laws. 

T h e  principal d e fed  is that which is 

mentioned by Blackûone ; that more 

attention is paid to fupport thofe w ho 

do not labour, than to encourage and 

aifift thofe who are w illing to labour ; 

the poor rates are alfo much higher than 

they need or than they ought to b e ; 

b u t thefe, and all other defeda that 

there are, in a moil excellent inftitu- 

tion, might be eaiily difcovered and 

removed, i f  men o f  talents and hu­

m anity as w ell as influence w ould 

turn their attention to the fu b jed . 

H ow ever, the poor o f  England feel in 

thofe laws, the protecting hand o f  the 

government o f  their country. W here 

are the poor o f  this country to turn 

for protection ? T h e y  muft truft in that 

G od  “  whofe ears are ever open to the 

cries o f  the miferable, and thofe w ho

F  a have
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have no helper,” that the time will 

come when men may be found, who 

will not be aihamed to rife in the Se­

nate, and plead the unfajhionable and 

odious caufe o f  the poor o f the people o f 

Ireland.

T he only thing that now remains is, 

to calculate the expenfe of fuch a plan ; 

and alfo to point out means for defray­

ing it. T h e  expenfe of educating the 

people o f Ireland would be about 

100,000!. a year. But to what ihould 

be fpent in encouraging and affifting 

induftry, and relieving want, no limit 

can be fixed j but as much as the re­

venues o f  the country could pofiibly 

afford ihould be applied to thofe pur­

poses. I think, at prefent, five or fix 

hundred thoufand pounds annually 

might be applied to thofe purpofe ; in 

time to come, confiderably more ; with­

out laying on a fingle tax, which would
be
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be at ail injurious to the country ; but 

on the contrary, by means which would 

much promote its advantage.

T h e  way I calculate the expenie o f  

educating the people on the plan pro- 

pofed is this; fuppofe the fchool o f 

arts ihould coil 2000I. a year; the 

fchool o f  agriculture 1500I. the im­

provement o f  the inilitution o f  Sizer- 

ihips 300 guineas a year— the only ex- 

penfe that remains is the intereft o f 

the money at firit laid put in eftabliih- 

ing thofe fchools, which could not be 

more than 4000I. a year ; and the an­

nual expenfe o f  the primary or nuriery 

fchools. As to the number o f  thofe 

fchools, i f  we fuppofe Ireland to con­

tain (as the Geographers affert) 18,000 

fquare miles o f  land, exclufive o f  the 

loughs and harbours, the number would 

be exadly 2000 (the fchools being at 

the diilance o f  three miles from each

other)
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other) i f  the figure o f Ireland had been 

regular, and that calculation exa£t. A t  

45I. yearly for each, this would amount 

to 90,0001. and bring the whole expenfe 

o f  educating the people under ioo,oool. 

per annum. T hat 45I. per annum would 

be a Sufficient allowance for each nur- 

fery fchool, will be admitted by any 

one who confiders what a number of 

people (who could teach children to 

read and write, and with the help of 

an arithmetick book to cypher,) could 

be found, who would think a cabin rent 

free, and a falary o f 35I. per annum 

was a good eftabliihment ; and worth 

qualifying themfelves for.

T h e  means by which I would pro­

vide for the expenfe of educating the

people are, ift, by

A  T a x  o n  A b s e n t e e s .

A  tax of 49. in the pound (which .s

no more than the land tax o f England)
laid
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laid on the eftates o f  abfentees, would 

o f  itfe lf nearly, i f  not altogether, pro­

duce as much as would pay the expenfe 

o f  educating the whole people.

It is highly unjuil and unreafonable 

that their properties ihould not be tax­

ed ; it is unjuft that thofe who live in 

the country, and are o f  fervice to it, 

íhould be obliged at their expenfe to 

pay for the protedion o f  the property 

o f  thofe w ho do not choofe to live in it, 

but do as much injury to it as they pof- 

fibly can. I believe no argument can 

be adduced to ihew  w h y the abfen­

tees Ihould form a privileged clafs o f  

Iriihmen ; themfelves exempt from tax­

ation ; and yet their properties as w ell 

protected as i f  they paid their fhare; 

(at the feparate and foie expenfe o f  

thofe who reiide in the country and 
are o f  ufe to it.)
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In addition to the produce o f this 

tax, the money now given to diocefan 

fchools might for the future be added 

to this fund— and there might be alfo 

a private fubfeription in aid o f  the 

meafure, which would be attended with 

this additional advantage, that it would 

intereft the fubferibers in obferving how 

their money was laid out.

T h e  expenfe o f  educating all the peo­

ple o f Ireland would be amply provided 

for by thofe means. It now remains to 

confider what other fums might be ap­

plied in improving the iituation o f  the 

poor, and attaching them to their coun­

try, by giving them an intereil in it. 

T h e  firil grand refource which I ihall 

mention is,

The faving that would accrue to the na­

tion, if.\ injiead o f the expenfive fyjlem o f  

corruption, honejly and the public good
was
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was made the principle o f govern­

ment.
\

N o t to fpeak o f  the wicked nefs o f  

the fyftem o f  corruption, I calculate 

the expenfe o f  it at 300,0001. annually 

laid out in corrupting the morals o f  the 

nation and its reprefentatives ; and in 

breaking down that fpirit o f  patriot- 

ifm w hich is fo natural to man, and 

which would be the fureft defence o f  

the country in the hour o f  danger. I 

do not w iih to exaggerate the misfor­

tunes o f  my country -, I had rather that 

my ftatement was confiderably under, 

than any thing over, the truth. I 

have calculated on the beft grounds 

I could meet ; and i f  I am wrong, let 

the M inifters o f Corruption ihew me, or 

rather the nation, w hat I have miftated; 

until they do, I can only calculate upon 

probable grounds ; but fuch as I fub- 

m it to the public are fair grounds. It

appears
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appears to me that what may be called 

the ordinary expenfes o f  corruption are 

at leaii 2oo,oool. annually ; and the ex­

traordinary may be reckoned at ioo,oool. 

more. Under the head o f the ordinary 

expenfes of corruption I clafs the ex­

orbitant falaries which are annexed to 

places, (the bufinefs o f  which is done 

by deputy for a mere trifle) in order to 

oblige peers, members o f the Houfe o f 

Commons, and their friends ; I alfo rank 

thofe penfions which are beitowed with­

out merit; and the value o f  thofe 

places which are fo ld fo r  the private ad­

vantage o f thofe in power. W hat I call 

extraordinary, is what is expended at 

ele&ions, and in bribery o f all forts. As 

to the ordinary expenfes, the calculation 

will not be confidered too high, i f  the 

value of the parliamentary places is firft 

confidered j next, that of thofe places 

which, though not confidered parlia­

mentary,
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mentary, are only to be got by parlia­

mentary connedions ; and thirdly, o f 

thofe places o f  truft and emolument 

w hich are notoriouily fo ld  (not for the 

advantage o f  the nation, but for the 

private advantage o f  thofe in power.) 

W h en  all thefe things are confxdered, 

who can doubt but that the nation is 

plundered, and its refources and profpe- 

rity drained o ff  to fupply the peftilential 

{ink o f  corruption ? O  ! but this is a 

falfe ftatement, fome w ill fay ; although, 

to be fure, there is a little patronage 

and jobbing, and all that, going for­

ward j things are not fo bad as here îe- 

prefented ; they are tranfaded with fome 

kind o f  delicacy and honour ; and to 

prove this they may produce every new f- 

papef in which “  From tw o hundred to 

tw o  thoufand pounds are offered to any 

lady or gentleman who has influence to 

procure for the advertifer a civil em­

ployment
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ployment o f  adequate value and wc 

may always fee in the Pojlfcript, that 

the ftrideft delicacy, honour and fecrefy* 

are to be obferved in the tranfadion.

N ow , although I muft admit that the

word Honour is always to be found in

thefe poftfcripts, and alfo that I have

heard o f  fuch a thing as “  Honour

among Thieves j” yet it does appear to

me, that thofe advertifements (now

grown as common as advertifements

for Bank Loan, or Canal Stock, or any

other marketable commodity) muft

prove to the fatisfadion, or rather to

the diifatisfadion o f every reaionable

man, that fuch pradices as I have flated 
do exift.

There is another ground on which I 

think I may fairly calculate the ordi­

nary expenfes o f corruption.

Perhaps
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Perhaps it is not know n to fome o f 

our prefent minifters, innocent and fpot- 

left men, w ho are themfelves fo far 

above the reach o f  corruption, that 

fome o f  them do not even appear to 

underfland the wrord w hen it is men­

tioned in the Houfe o f  Commons, but 

feem as much puzzled at it as the 

Houynhym s w ere at a lye, to know  

w h at could be the meaning or the ufe 

o f  it? Perhaps to thofe virtuous men. 

it is not know n, that in former parlia­

ments feats have been ad u ally  bought 

and fold ; and that from tw o or three 

thoufand pounds each was reckoned 

the market price. N o w  the nation is 

grown o f  late fo exceedingly •wicked, 

that i f  w e could fuppofe fuch a hor­

rid thing as that there ihould be a dif- 

folution o f  parliament to-morrow, and 

that the feats in the next parliament 

ihould be offered for fale to the higheft

bidders,
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bidders, there can be no doubt at all but 

they would bring near 3000I. each ; 

that is, 300 feats for one parliament 

Would bring the enormous price o f 

900,000. N ow  the mafs o f the people 

are fo uncharitable, that they cannot be 

brought to believe that thofe civil em­

ployments which have nominally no pro­

fit annexed to them would be purchas­

ed at that immenfe price, unlefs there 

were to be places, penfions, patronage, 

contracts, jobs and other political bo­

nus’s created at the expenfe o f  the na­

tion, fufficient to reimburfe the /pecu­

lators. I f  the mafs o f  the people are 

right in forming fuch judgment, I am 

fure that lefs than the value o f  200,000!. 

a year would not give the purchafers o f 

feats a common Smithjieldbargain for the 

money they laid out. This too, takes 

in but part o f the fyfiem, and allows 

nothing for confcience, chara&er or at­

tendance.
I now

( 78 )



I  now come to the extraordinary ex- 

penfes o f  corruption ; under which head 

I have claffed thofe fums which it muft 

be fuppofed are fpent at elefiions, fe- 

cret fervices, and in bare-faced bribery. 

T h e  e x a d  amount o f  thofe fums it  is 

impoilible for me to calculate ; but I do 

fuppofe that the guefs I have made is 

coniiderably under the real truth. Ia 

order to prove the gigantic fcale on 

w hich bribery has been condu&ed when 

minifters were in great danger o f  lofing 

their places, I ihall recall to the read­

er’s recolledion what paffed at the time 

o f  the difputed queftion o f  the regency. 

Does any one forget, that at that time 

our H oufe o f  Commons was plainly told 

by  a minifter (though not in thofe very 

words) that government had before, in 

iimilar circumftances, expended h a lf a 

million to corrupt one party, and that 

they might be then obliged to fpend

half
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half a million more to corrupt another 

party. This declaration, made by a mi- 

nifter in the Houfe o f  Commons, mull 

be admitted as pofitive proof, as far as it 

goes: I f  fo much was confeft, the amount 

o f  what has not yet been confeft muft 

be very confiderable.

It has alfo been confidently faid, 

and generally believed, that a table has 

been kept at the national expenie for 

a certain defcription o f  men called caf- 

tlc-hacks, whofe names it was judged 

prudent not to bring forward on the 

penfion lift : and that after dinner each 

man has received his daily bribe as the 

reward of his daily projiitution.

Thefe kinds o f  tranfadions being all 

fecret, it is impoflible for me to ftate 

the amount o f the fum fo mifapplied. 

But I conceive I have ihewn fair prob­

able
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able grounds to fuppofe, that the ftand- 

ing expenfe o f  the fyftem o f  corruption 

cannot be lefs than 300,0001. per ann. 

A n d  this fum, vaft as it is, can only be 

confidered as the appropriated expenfes 

o f  the fyftem, for confiderably more has 

been loft to the nation by wafle and 

by connivance ; for even the fyftem o f  

corruptioti has been managed w ith need- 

lefsprodigality. For inflance, i f  it ihould 

be judged neceftary to corrupt every 

city and corporate town in Ireland, and 

as a means o f  accomplishing this pur- 

pofe minifters ehofe to eftabliih every 

where a board o f  police, would it not be 

fufficient to allow large falaries to the 

commiifioners, w ithout fuffering them 

to plunder the nation in every poflible 

ihape afterwards ? T h e  fame queftion, 

I believe, may be aiked as to every de­

partment o f the ftate ; for it muft be 

fuppofed that the fame caufes produce

G  the
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the fame effects throughout* It is the 

infernal wickednefs o f the fyftem itfelf

which obliges great men to wink at each 

others private peculations and plunder, 

until at length impunity begets effrontery, 

and this produces a horrid emulation 

amongft thofe in power and truft, Who 

Jhall defraud the country mojl ?— But the 

advocates o f corruption will fay, that 

it is now grown a part of our conjiitution, 

which would be endangered if  corrup­

tion was removed. I deny that corrup­

tion is any part of our conjiitution. As 

the ivy entwines itfelf about the oak, at 

the fame time exhaufting its vital fap, 

and concealing its venerable form, fo 

has corruption entwined itfelf about our 

conftitution, and fo concealcd it from 

our view, that when we look for our 

conjiitution we fee nothing but corrup­

tion.
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( § 3  )

W hoever fincerely wiihes that our 

conftitution ihould flouriih, rauft alfo 

w iih that the fyilem  o f  corruption ihould 

fall. It is “  a bad tree and never can 

bring forth good fruit ”  in the name o f  

G od, then, “  let it be hewn down, and 

call into the fire.”

V

A s a further means for railing mo­

ney for this o b jed , I think 150,0001. 

a year might be raifed by a moderate 

cefs in the nature o f

P o o r  R a t e s .

In England thofe rates are excefiively 

high ; but I think a moderate cefs for 

this purpofe could not be complained 

o f  by any one (if  the money fo levi­

ed was fairly and judicioufly laid out 

for the purpofe it was demanded) -, the 

tax I have mentioned would be mode-

G  2 rate,



rate, and would be hardly, i f  at all, 

felt ; for i f  the public fund fufficiently 

provided for the poor, the neceifity o f  

private charities would be in a great 

meafure taken away ; and every man 

o f  property might fave at leaft as much 

in that refped as would pay his propor­

tion o f  the cefs.

This fum, added to the probable fav- 

ing from giving up the fyflem o f cor­

ruption, would amount to about half 

a million annually ; which might be 

applied in improving the condition of 

the poor, and attaching them to their 

country. I f  a government was feriouf- 

ly to undertake that taik, and begin 

with that fund, the effe&s it would 

produce would be o f  the utmofl im­

portance ; they would find that in the 

fame proportion as the poverty o f  the 

people was diminiihed, the profperity

o f
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o f  the country, and confequently its 

revenues, and fiill farther means o f 

providing for the happinefs o f  the peo­

ple, would be encreafed. I f  they w'ere 

conftantly to purfue that objed , there 

can be little doubt but that Ireland 

would in the courfe o f  ten or tw enty 

years be as happy a country as any in 

the world ; perfedly capable o f  defend­

ing herfelf from any enemy ; and per­

haps able to fupport and fave the fa ll­

ing empire o f  Great Britain. I think I 

could alfo point out other taxes to the 

am ount o f  200,000!. annually for this 

purpofe ; which, inftead o f  being a 

burthen to the nation, would be a po- 

fitive advantage ; but as long as the 

revenues o f  the nation are applied to 

the fupport o f  war and corruption, 

whoever ihould point out a new  tax, 

might perhaps be contributing to the 

mifcrics and to the murder o f  his fel­

low creatures and countrymen.

I have
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I have now finiihed the talk I pro- 

pofed to perform ; I have endeavoured 

to ihew the neceffity o f attaching the 

lower orders to the country and to its 

government, from the danger that is 

confeft to proceed from their want o f  at­

tachment. I havealfo pointed out fuch 

means as occurred to me for cultivating 

and procuring that attachment, and 

given a iketch of a plan o f national edu­

cation (which, although almoil any plan 

is better than no plan, I do not, how­

ever, recommend as a perfed one.) 

M y  wiih is principally to turn the at­

tention of the public to thofe fubjeds 

which every one will allow are o f  the 

utmoft importance, and which have hi­

therto been moit ihamefully negleded 

in this country. So far am I from the 

vanity of expeding, or even wifhing 

that my ideas (particularly on educa­

tion) ihould be altogether adopted, that

I do
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I do not think there is an individual in

great) can entitle him to prcfcribc to the

and generations yet unborn, are to be 

educated and infiruded. I think a plan 

o f  fuch magnitude couid only be made 

p crfed  by the united labour o f  all the 

talents in the nation, and I think the 

fu b je d  is o f  fuch importance as to call 

for 1'uch a union o f talents and exertion.

I do therefore, with great deference,pro- 

pofe it to fuch o f  the nobility, gentry, 

and enlightened citizens o f  Ireland, as 

feel the nccciiity o f  educating a n d . in- 

flru d in g  the people and improving their 

fituation, and who wiili to contribute 

their exertions to the accompliihment o f 

thofe great national objeds, to aifociate 

without delay for that purpofe.— T h e 

principal afTociation ihould be in Dub-

the nation, whofe abilities (however

Iriili nation on a fu b jed  o f  fuch im­

portance, as how the rifing generation,

liu



íin— and I think there ihould be alio 

affociations in every city and town o f  

Ireland which contains men of informa­

tion, patriot}fm and philanthropy.—  

Thcfe affociations would naturally at­

tract every well-informed man in the 

community who felt an intereil in the 

fuccefs o f the meafure, and confequent- 

ly every man who would bv capable o f  

affifling to form a good plan for the pur- 

pofe.

A t the meetings o f  thofe affociations 

every member might read what he had 

to offer upon the fubjeót ; and different 

men might take up different parts o f the 

great plan. The proceedings o f  thcfe 

focieties ihould be regularly printed for 

the ufe o f the members, fo that every 

plan or idea which was offered might be 

fully and deliberately difcuffed at fub- 

fequent meetings. If fuch affociations

ihould
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ihould be fpeedily formed, Í have no 

doubt but in the courfe o f a year a plan 

o f  national education and m ftrudion, 

and alfo for the improvement o f  the 

condition o f the poor, could be formed, 

as perfect as the united talents o f the 

nation could make it, and o f  fuch a na­

ture as w ould meet the approbation o f 

all claifes and religions o f  the people 

o f  Ireland. I f  that could be accom- 

pliihed,fuch a plan might be prefented to 

parliament in the next feffion, fupported 

by petitions from all quarters; and could 

hardly fail o f  fuccefs. As this appears 

to me the beft means o f  obtaining thofe 

objed s which every friend to Ireland 

muft defire, I have conceived it a duty 

to deliver my fentiments to the public. 

A s for myfelf, if  there is one fingle idea 

in this book that ihall be confidered 

w orth adopting, or i f  it ihall at all ferve 

to d ired  the public attention to the fub^

H jeâ.
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jc<3 , by calling on men better qualified 

than myfelf, to write on it, I ihall be 

perfectly fatisfied for the trouble I have 

taken ; i f  I ihould not be fo fortunate, 

I ihall at leaft be comforted with the 

confcioufnefs of having, though ineffec­

tually, endeavoured to ferve my coun­
try.
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