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THOUGHTS, &c.

AT a period the moft awful that has
occurred in the hiftory of this country,
or perhaps of the world, at a time when
every Government in Europe has been
fhaken to its foundation, and the Britith
Empire itfelf, which has {o often fought
for glory and for an 1maginary balance of
Power, is now reduced to fight for its
very exiftence ; it becomes the duty of
every, Irifthman who fees the dreadful

precipice on which his country {tands,
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(2)
to warn his fellow citizens of their dan-
ger; and if any man thinks he has di{co-
vered, or can advife any means for faving
the country, it would be criminal to re-
‘main filent. Had the great talents of the
 members of the prefent Adminiftration
produced any plan likely to give permanent
fecurity to this country and effetually to
improve the fituation of the people, it
might be confidered prefumption in an
obfcure individual to fet up his judgment

in oppofition to theirs; but fince they
have not even, promifed any thing of

confiderable moment, except the further
emancipation of the Catholics, and the
taking off thehearth tax, (meafures, which
although in themfelves extremely proper,
can by no means be confidered fufficient
to extricate the country from the defpe- '
rate fituation in which fhe is at prefent)
any man ‘who thinks he can point out
the dangers of the country and how thcy

may be avoided, has not only a right,
but }
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but it is his duty to deliver his fentis
ments to the Nation.

.

As to the dangers which threaten this
country, before I ftate my opinion T fhall
firft take notice of the opinion delivered
by Mr. Grattan at the commencement
of this feffion ; his opinionis at all times
worthy of the moft ferious attention, but
particularly fo at prefent, when he is
confidered as Prime Minifter of Ireland:
« If” fays he, « France thould be pof-
“ fefled of all the coaft, and the harbours
“¢ from Breft tothe Zuyder Zee, this ifland
¢« muft {ink to the bottom of the ocean,”
but f(he is now poflefled of them, and in
all human probability will retain the pof-
feffion ; again he fays, ¢ It is on the Con-
< tinent alone that the Britith Empire is
¢ to' be faved ;" ¢ it is impoflible to fe-
¢ parate the Weftern Empire, the Con-
““tinent cannot belong to France, and

R, lrclmd to herfelf.” Now thofe ex-

B 2 preflions,
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preffions, as well as th’c?wholc' tenor of his
{peech, plainly thew, that it is his opi=
nion, that unlefs the Allies thould, con-
trary to all probability, fucceed againit the
French on the Continent, thefe iﬂands;
Ireland at leaft, muft fooner or”later be
{wallowed up, and form part of what he
has termed the Weftern Empire. As I
differ entirely from this opinion, and am
perfuaded that, notwithftanding the ac-
quifition of Holland, and the fuccefs of
the French on the Continent, this coun-
try may ftill be faved, if Minifters will
but a¢t wifely and honeftly towards the
people ; I fhall ftate my opinion of our
fituation and point out fuch remedies as
I think, if it is the will of heaven, would
ftill preferve Ireland among the nations
of the earth, and make her more re-
{pectable than ever fhe has been; even
though France fhould add the Spanith as
well as Dutch navy to her own ; even
though fhe fhould make fuch gigantic

exertions
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exertions as to give her the abfolute com-
mand of the ocean.

The danger which threatens our exift-
ence as a nation, is this; that unlefs the
French Republic is deftroyed (of which
there is not the flighteft profpect) it is
more than probable, it is almoft certain,
that fooner or later, France will be fupe-
rior to Britain at fea; and in that cafe,
the generality of politicians give up this
country as abfolutelyloft.  Now the only
reafon for defpairing in fuch circum-
ftances, is, that weare conicious, that the
affections of the great mafs of the people,
the lower orders, are not with the Govern-
ment of the country, and that Government
could not, in the hour of danger, look to
them for {upport, but would rather fear
them as enemies ; that this is the cafe, is
moft notorious ; it would be folly to pretend
10 (iifguife it; but I think the caufe of this

moft
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moft alarming fymptom may be difcover-
ed, and proper remedies applied.

The caufes of this want of attachment
to the country and its Government, I
conceive to be, 1ft, the barefaced cor-
ruption and profligacy of many fucceflive
adminiftrations; 2dly, the extreme mi-
fery and ignorance of the lower orders of

the people.

Mifery would of itfclf make the
poor difaffected, and anxious for any
change ; but ignorance encreafes this evil
confiderably, for the ignorant, incapable
of calculating the calamities which at-
tend a violent Revolution, fuppofe that
every poor man would immediately get
riches, without labour ; the ignorant alfo
are the eafier mifled, and when mifled, the

moft ferocious and cruel, as we fee in

every infurrection of flaves; and as I am
forry to add, we have feen in our own
' country.
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country. ‘That the lower orders of the
people of Ireland are extremely ignorant,
is evident by comparing them with thofe
of a fimilar defcription in England,
Scotland, France, Holland, Switzerland,
and America—indeed it hardly requires
fuch a comparifon to prove it, when we
confider that fcarce one peafantin twenty
knows fo much as the letters of our al-
phabet. ‘That the lower orders of our
countrymen are extremely miferable
would alfo appear from comparing their
fituation with that of the lower orders in
almoft every other country, and al{o from
our own obfervation. But as this 1Is
loudly denied by the whole hoft of the
uncharitable and unfeeling, by all that
defcription of men who can argue, that
the Weft Indian negroes are as well off as
any Buropean peafantry, and that God
and nature never intended the great mafs
of human creatures to enjoy more com-

fort and happinefs than they experience ;
: therefore
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therefore to ftop their mouths, fome fur-
ther arguments muft be adduced to prove,
that which every man' who has eyes to
fee and a heart to feel, requires no fur-
ther proof of. ‘ (0

~ Firft, to begin with the ﬁatq of the
metropolis,

When our celebrated preacher, Mr.
Kirwan, lately addrefled the public by an
advertifement for the poor of his parith
only, he begins with thofe remarkable

words < fhall 20,000 of your fellow-
“ creatures perith for want of the com-

““ mon neceffaries of life,” and he calls
“ upon the children of profperity to con-
“ fider with attention the ill-fated popu-
¢ Jation of this country.” " If 20,000
were perifhing for want in one parifh—
what muft have been the ftate of the
metropolis | The other day when men of

the firft rank and confequence undertook

a_charity to relieve the diftreffes of the
poor,
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poor, their advertifement begins < Mi-
feries on Miferies,” and they draw a moft
frightful picture of the ftate of the poor.

If after thofe teftimonies, fupported
by that of every charitable individual or
aflociation that examines the fituation of
the poor—-fand if, in fpite of the evidence
of his own fenfcs, any man will ftill infift
that the lower orders of .the people in
Dublin are as happy and as comfortable
as they can or ought to be, I will not fay
that man is deceived, but I will fay his
heart is bad : If fuch is the ftate of the
poor in the metropolis—it muft be fup-
pofed that they are at leaft equally mife-
rable in the other cities and great towns
of the kingdom, where the fame caufes
prevail, and where there are not an equal
number of rich to relieve their diftrefies.
If it is fuppofed that this diftrefs is mere-
ly temporary, and occafioned by the war,
this_fuppofition makes nothing againft

the
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the argument ; for if the time of war
and danger muft in the nature of things
be the time of mifery to the poor, and
confequently of difcontent; we will find
that at the very time we want their at-
tachment and {upport we muft not expect
either. Asto the condition of the poor
in the country, I believe it 1s generally
allowed, that there is no peafantry in
Europe (where the peafants are not ab-
folute flaves) worfe houfed and worfe fed,
than the peafantry of Ireland. (Some few
diftri&ts of Ireland are, to be {ure, an ex-
ception to this general obfervation.)

Did Government ever beftow its care
“to improve the fituation of the poor ?
Is there any national proviﬁoh for the old
man who is paft his labour ? For the fick
who cannot labour, and who requireé af-
fiffance even to live ? Are the diftrefles
of the poor at all noticed by the Go-

vernment ? Are the children they give to
' the
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the nation educated ? Does the induftry

of every individual meet encouragement,
or infure a livelihood ? Is there one fin-

- gle point, wherein that attention is paid

by Government to the fituation of the
poor, as to make them think the Go-,
vernment is their friend, and feel a per-
fonal intereft in preferving it ¢

If to all thofe queftions every man
muft anfwer no, it isno wonder that
the poor are difcontented.” We have no
right to expect their afliftance in defend-
ing a ftate, in which they do not feel any
Intereft. < The world is not their friend
« nor the world’s law.” It is natural that
they thould look forward to Revolutions ;
and the moft likely way to change their
fentiments. would be to improve their
fituations. If the caufe of our defpair

and of our danger 1s that the lower or-

ders are not attached to the Government

“of the country—is. not the remedy ob-

vious ¢



( 12 )

vious 7 Remove the caufe, and the dan-
ger vanithes. But how is theattach-
ment of the lower orders to be gained,
and how are their affetions to be won ?
the anfwer to this is very eafy—Govern-
ment fhould cultivate their -attachment
by deferving it, by conferring real bene-
fits on them, by labouring for their good,
and by convincing them that it was the
with of Government as much as pof-
fible to improve their fituations and
make them happy.

I know that every plan which is pro-
pofed for the improvement of the fitua-
tion of the poor will be confidered Uto-
pian and vifionary, efpecially by thofe
who both in and out of Parliament main-
tain” that corruption is the only way of
governing Ireland ; and it is probable
whoever fhall propofe fuch a plan will
be fet down by them as a difaffe@ed
~ perfonand a jacobin ; but this is no time
to
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to conceal the truth; had the country

been wifely governed hitherto we would
have now no caufe to fear; but fince it

has been fo governed, as to leave the low-

‘er orders miferable, and make them

difaffe&ed, and that in confequence  of
fuch mifrule, the country is in the ex-
tremeft danger—the difeafe that has fo
long preyed upon its vitals, and now
threatens its exiftence, fhould no longer
be concealed, but it fhould be expofed
and attacked with boldnefs and refo-
lution, as well as ikill.

We hear a great deal, efpecially in Fait
Day Sermons, of the wickednefs of the
people bringing down curfes on the na-
tion. I admit it is{fometimes fo, although
I think it is generally the wickednefs of
thofe in power which caufes the mifery
of nations. ‘¢ Quicquid delirant reges
L plé‘(‘hﬁtur Achivi ;" but I fhall tell our
rulers and governors, not in my own

words,

#1
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words, but in the words of the prophet
Ezekiel, or of God himfelf, what kind
of condu@ in ‘thofe in ‘power, brings
down divine indignation and wrath upon
their heads; and I would ferioufly re-
commend it to them to confider atten-

tively the pafiage.

<« Son of man, prophefy againﬁ the
< thepherds of Ifrael, prophefy and fay
« unto them—thus faith the Lord God
« unto the thepherds; woe be tothe {hep-
¢¢ herds of Ifrael that do feed themfelves!
¢« Should not the dJhepherds feed the

¢ flocks ¢

<« Ye eat the fat, and you clothe you
« with the wool; ye kill them that are
« fed : but ye feed not the flock.

«« The difeafed have ye not ftrength-

« ened ; neither have ye healed that
¢¢ which was fick ; neither havé you
“ bound up that which was broken, nei-
¢ ther
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« ther have ye brought again that ‘which
« was driven away; neither have ye
¢ fought that which was loft : but with
“¢ force and cruelty have ye ruled them.

« And they were feattered, becaufe

- there is no thepherd ; and they became

«« meat to all the beafts of the ficld
“« when they were fcattered.

« Therefore, O, ye fhepherds, hear
<« the word of the Lord.

« Thus faith the Lord God; Behold
« ] am againft the thepherds ; and I will
« require my flock at their hand, and
«¢ caufe them to ceafe from feeding the
«¢ flock ; neither fhall the thepherds feed
-¢ themfelves any more ; for I will de-
< liver my flock from their mouth,
% that. they may not - be meat for them.”
Exzekiel, chap. 34.
Having
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Having produced this authority, which
will be allowed to be no Utopian dream
but divine truth, I think I may fafely
affert that the very reverfe of the con-
du¢t here reprobated is the line which
a good Government ought to purfue, in
order to obtain the favour of God or
Man. In the fame {pirit, but in other
words, it may be expreft, that it is the
duty as well as the intereft of the Go-
vernment not to fuffer the children of
the poor to run wild and be loft for want
of education, not to fuffer talents given by
God for the fervice and the ornament of
the nation, to lic hidden (like diamonds
in the mine) for want of notice, or be
cramped for want of encouragement—
they fhould take care that juftice and not
cruelty. and oppreflion is done between
the ereditor and debtor ; they fhould affift
induftry and reward virtue ; againft the
preflure of old age and ficknefs they
fhould adminifter comfort and fupport ;
in
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in fhort, the paternal care and attention
of a good Government thould, like the
bleflings of Heaven, enter in at the door
- of €very poor man in the nation, and
vifit his miferable cottage, his family and
his fituation ; it thould educate his ¢hil
dren ; redrefs his wrongs ; affift his in-
duftry ; and relieve his wants ; or in the
fimple but fublime language of the pro-
phet, the fhepherds fhould feed the flock,
they (hould ftrengthen that which s dif-
cafed—heal that which is fick, bind up
that which is broken—bring back that
which has been driven away, feek after
that which was loft.

If ever we fhall have a Government
that will a& on thofe principles, that
Government will find in the gratitude
and attachment of the lower orders, in
the affetions and love of the whole peo-
ple, ‘and in the efteem and praife of
every honeft and good man, a more

C folid
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folid fatisfation, and a more powéiffu!
fupport than they could derive from all
the venal Ayes or Noes which are to be
bought or {old in Parliament. It would
be impofiible that the people {hould not
be attached to fuch a Government as
here defcribed, for every man is by na-
ture attached to his own intereft, andin
this cafe, it would be evidently the in-
tereft of all, of the poor particularly, to
preferve a Government which, next to -
heaven, was" their beft friend. All or-
ders would Tife, in the hour of danger,
as fpontaneouﬂy to ' preferve fuch a fyf-
tem, as the hand does to preferve the

head.

If this can be doubted, or that the
sttachment of the people is what may
truly be termed the cheap defence of
nations,” the only impregnable ramparts
for a ftate, the hiftory of every. nation

which has exifted, or which now ap-
pears
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pears on the great theatre of the world;
will prove the fa& to an abfolute cer-
tainty. What is the prefent fituation of
all thofe countries in Europe which have
been governed on different principles ?
they wanted not armies or fleets, they
wanted not treafure, nor artificial refour-
ces; but they wanted, what would have
been of more importance to them than
all thefe, they wanted the attachment
of the people ; had they poffefied that,
.Flanders  would. not “ have been loft;
Holland would not have been loft; Spain
and Italy would now be fafe, the Ger-
man Empire would be fafe; Ireland
would be fafe. . Having faid fo much of
the abfolute neceflity of cultivating the

attachment.of the people, if we with to
continue a nation, and are not content
to be fwallowed up in the great Weftern

.E‘m.'_;':ire'mentioned by Mr. Grattan, I
fhall now proceed to the means by which

,if is to be cultivated ; and of all the im-
C 2 - portant
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portant fervices that the people have a
right to expect from Government : I
fhall begin with education, being the
firft in order, and alfo in value.

On the Education of the Poor.

The earth, beautiful as it is, when
{miling with cultivation, in whatever
region it appears rade from the hand of
Nature, prefents nothing to the view but
pef’cilential {wamps, and a horrid wilder-
nefs: the foil of the human mind too,
muft be broken and cultivated, or it 1s
in vain we expect to find in it the fruits
of virtue or of happinefs ; thefe are not
the wild {pontaneous fruits of the foil ;
but the delicious produce of human in-
duftry and culture. This, then, is the
caufe of the diverfity of national charaéer
and difpoﬁtion ; that in fome countries

the humanmind 1s cultivated in one man-
ner,
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ner, in others, fomewhat differently ; in

fome it is more cultivated, in others lefs ;
but in Ireland it is not cultivated at all.

When I fpeak of the people, I always
mean the great mafs of the population
of the country, the lower orders; and
on them, I think, the God of all the
earth might look down with fupreme
compaffion, and fay of Ireland, as was
{fpoken of Ifracl; ¢ my people are def-
troyed for lack of knowledge.”++ 1In or-
der to prove this, I fhall only put it to the
feelings and the judgment of every man
who is a father, and has himfelf received
an education; if he could fuppofe his
fon to grow up neglected like the beafts
of the field, or like the children of the
peafantry of Ireland, without the advan-
tage of any education, moral inftruction,
or ‘example, what fort of a man would

" % Hofea, chap. 4th.

he
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he expe&t him to turn out ? Is it not
praobable, 1s it not almoft certain, that
he muft be deftitute of every honeft
principle-;—a difgrace and forrow to his
parents, and a burthen to himfelf ?. But if
this is not granted—I think it may be
pofitively proved that common honetty,
{o indifpenfably neceflary to the happinefs
of fociety, 1s never the {pontaneous
growth of the human mind, but that it
is always an acquired virtue.

To prove this, I will put another
queftion—Did any man or woman in the
nation ever know or fee a child, that
from its own nature refpected the pro-
perty of others, and would not take
another child’s plaything, before it had
been often checked, and taught that it was
wrong to do fo? Now if we follow the
uneducated child up to manhood, we
will univerfally fee, the fame difpofitions

are retained—the charaer of evéry' ig-
norant
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norant and favage people is the fame—
dithonefty, low cunning, deceit and
cruelty. If it is argued that the corrup-
tion of human nature is not to be reme-_
“died by education, fuch argument is ridi=
culoufly falfe and contrary toall experience.
When God looked down upon his cre-
ation, and all the works of his hands, he
faw that all was good: but neverthelefs
he affigned it to man as an employment
to weed the garden of life, to cultivate
the fruits of the earth and the virtues
of his own mind. If this is neglected,
mifery and vice are the certain confe-
quencés.

If ever there was a time, in which
the education of the poor, might, with-
out the utmoft danger, as well as dif-
grace, be neglected by the Government,
that tlmc 1S NOW N0 MOore.

Fﬁn@é beftows "the utmoft attention
to her rifing generatlon, and it muft fol-
low
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low as certainly as any effe® from'its
caufe, that if their republic thould ftand
on its prefent principles, the French
will be in future, even more than they
are at prefent, a nation of [ildiers 3 what
force then could Ireland oppofe to fuch
a nation, in a future conteft, if our pea-
fantry are to continue as they now are,
uneducated, miferable, and without at-
tachment to their country. But if any
one fhall fay—that Government can do
very well without the people being hap-
py, that they do not want their attach-
ment, that they are this year f{uperior
at fea, and that they rely upon Providence
that this fuperiority will always continue;
1 anfwer, the firft affertion has no foun-
dation; and the term reliance upon Provi-
dence is profaned, when it is fo applied,
Does any man who exhaufts his ground
by bad farming, rely upon Providence,

that in future years he will have as great

crops, as if he had farmed it well ? '

Does
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Does the country gentleman, who
never planted, nor cultivated trees, re-
ly upon Providence, that his future
woods will provide for his children and
grand children ?

No; but many of them do plant for
the benefit of future ages; the moft
ftupid farmer confiders not only what he
will do with his ground this year, but
what he will do the next year and the
year after : while our modern European
Legiflators feem never to confider be-
yond the prefent year; and the reafon
is obvious ; -they confider they hold their
great places and appointments on a very
precarious tenure ; it is therefore their
principal obje&, to cram their pockets
and provide for their relations as faft as
they ¢an; and as for the nation it may
take its chance. With their refpective
nations they have nothing to do, but to
faften on them like hungry leeches,
and drink their blood until they are

gorged
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gorged with it; when they are full, off
they drop, and another fet as hungry,
takes their place; thefe, in their turn,
are fucceceded by another, and another;
how then is it poffible that nations fo go-
verned thould enjoy health or happinefs 2

If the general principle is admitted,
that the poor ought to receive edu-
cation, I think the beft talents in the
nation fhould be fet at work, to draw
up the moft perfect plan, and the moft
proper for the particular fituation of
Ireland—but, in the mean time, as eve-
ry man who cemplains of any thing
that is wrong, is fure to be afked for his
remedy ; I fhall take the liberty of fub-
mitting to the confideration of the pub-
lic what T conceive to be the great ob-
jects of educating the poor, and alfo fuch
means as appear to me  to be the moft
likely to carry thofe much defired objeéts

into effet. The advantages which I
would



L g
would éﬁcpg& from educating the poor,
are, 1ft, that their minds would be by this
means opened and prepared: to receive

inftru®ion, whenever it fhould be laid

before them in a proper thape; and then,
a good Government would always take
care, to fupply them with fuch informa-
tion as would be neceffary and" proper
for t_hem. 2dly, Every géhius and talent
that Ireland contains among her millions
now doomed to 1rrnorance, would be dif-
covered—and might be cultivated and
dire@ed to the advantage of the nation
and of its poffeffor. ‘It 1s indeed a me-
lancholy confideration, to think how
many of the brighteft geniufes, who
might in every branch of human know-
ledge, have been the lights and ornaments
of our country, have had their great ta-
lents buried in obfcurity, (like our pre-
cious'metals i our mines) becaufe there
has been no one to notice them ; becaufe
in this country no attention is paid to

thofe
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thofe things. How many Newtons and
Locke may have been loft to the wei_"l_c’i,
becaufe they had the misfortune to be
born in a country, where the children of
the poor are not even taught fo. read.
Should the wintry blaft of poverty howl
at their birth, here they will find no ge-
nial {pring to vifit their young minds,
and call forth into life, the latent feeds of
genius and of virtue. Thofe heavenly feeds
are {cattered with impartial hand over
all the regions of the earth; but fome
legiflators prepare the foil to receive
them, while others let them ¢ lye on
“ the way fide, for the fowls of the air
¢ to devour” and the winds of heaven

to difperfe.

There is another kind of talents which
deferve to be particularly mentioned—
How many Wedgewoods, how many
Arkwrights, how many men whofe me-
chanick genius might have raifed the

-  manu-~
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manufaGtures of our country to  the
greateft perfetion, and.given employ-
ment and fupport to our ftarving milli-
~ons, may from the fame caufe have been
loft to our country. As a very elegant
and feeling poet has touched on this fub-
je&, with much more beauty and force of

language than I am mafter of, 1 fhall
quote his words.—

Perhaps in this neglected {pot is laid

Some heart, once pregnant with celeftial fire :
Hands, which therod of empire might have fway’d,
Or wak’d to extafy, the living lyre.

But knowledge to their eyes its ample page,
Rich with the fpoils of time, did ne’er unroil,
Chill Poverty reprefled their noble rage,

And froze the genial current of their foul.

Full many a gem of pureft ray ferene,

The dark untathomed caves of ocean bear;
Full' many a flower is born to blufh unfeen,
Andwwafte its fweetnefs in the defart air.

GraAY’s ELEGY:

Though
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Though this is now the melancholy
lot of the poor, ‘it ought not to ‘remain
fo ; the fineft and the fweeteft flowers of
~the field thould not be fuffered to.¢¢ bluth
unfeen and wafte their {weetnefs in the
defart air;”” the national 7g@gden is not
overftocked ; thither they fhould be
tranfplanted, and carefully watered, and

cultivated.

The next great advantage I would ex-
pect from educating the poor, is, that it
would be a pchrful means of attaching
future generations of Irifhmen to their
country, and of reviving in Ireland the
fpirit of patrioti{m, which has been fo
long frozen by the mifery of the inhabi-
tants, or broken down by that fyftem of
corruption and iniquity which has fo long
prevailed in this country. Government
would have every encouragement to un-
dertake the education of the people, that

the experience of all ages and of many
countries
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countries can give. ¢ As the hand of
< the potter fathioneth his clay,” fo can
Government, by the force of education
and wife inftitutions, form and fathion the
minds of future generations at their plea-
fure. 'To prove this, I might refer to the
hiftory of a hundred nations; but I {hall
fele@® two, which in their time, made a
great figure in the world ; the Spartans
and the Athenians: thofe two nations
retained for many /centuries precifely
that national charader which their ref-
pective legiflators, Lycurgus and Solon,
thought moft proper to give them ; and
the profperity of thofe ftates, as well as
of antient Rome and modern Switzer-
land, was more owing to the wifdom of
their inftitutions, than to the force of
their arms. It appears to me fo per-
fe@tly at the option of the Government,
to determine the future ftate of the coun-
trysand the charaéter of the people, that
I think it might be put to them as a

fimple
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~ fimple queftion from the fpeaker’s chair:
«¢ s it your pleafure, gentlemen, that the
people of Ireland, fhould be in future,
an enlightened and happy nation? Let
all who are of that opinion fay aye, all
who are of a contrary opinion fay no.”

Having faid fo much of the abfolute
neceffity of educating the poor of Ire-
land, I fhall now prefent a thort fketch
of a plan which would appear to me
likely to anfwer ~what I have. already
ftated, as the objects of education.

In the firft place, I think the plan of
education fhould be national ; by which
I mean that it fhould take .in all the
children” of all the poor of Ireland,
without regard to the religious diftinc-
tions of their parents ; and the reafons
for this opinion are, 1ft, that it would
be a powerful means of uniting the |

people, and banifhing thofe religious feuds
and
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and animofities which have been fo long
the curfe of this country ; we fee that
€ven among animals, which appear by

- nature “the moft hoftile to each other,

if they are but bred up together, they
lofe their hatred ; the dog, the cat, the
lion, and the tyger will all agrees and
will it be faid, that an Irifhmay only is
by nature that untameable favage, that
what would even deprive.a tyger of _its
fcfocity, can have no effed upon him ?
2dly, the plan cught to be national, he-
caufe the obje& is'national, and becaufe
the expence thould be national ; nothing
but the éuthority of the Legiflature cap
create a permanent fund adequate to the
expence of fuch aplan; 3dly, it ought to
be national, “fot if it was not fo, in thofe
parts of the country where Proteftants
are thfn}y 'fcattered, Proteftant Schools
could*not be fupported, and confequently
fome “of the Proteftants would . receive

: D no
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no kind of Education ; there would be a
fimilar inconvenience to the Catholics
in fome parts of Ulfter; the Catholics,
alfo, would have this additional incon-
venience ; as by far the greateft number
of the poor of Ireland belongs to their
perfuafion, and as they have their own
Priefthood as well as ours to maintain,
it could not be expetted, that any fub-
{cription which might be made among
the richer Catholics, would be fufficient
for the education of their poor ; from
thofe reafons, it will appear, that fuch a
plan of Education as would take in all
the children of all the poor of Ireland, is
the only._one proper for this country.
But fuch a plan cannot be forced upon
a people, even by the ruling powers.
Schools might be built at the national
expence, but parents would not fend their
¢hildren to them, unlefs the plan was

fuch as met general approbation, or at
leaft
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leaft the approbation of the enlightened
men of the different religious perfuafiofs.
Their opinion would probably fway
the multitude. In order to obtajn this,
among other confiderations, nothing of
religion muft be introduced into the
fvitem of Education, unlefs the heads
of the different religions “would confent
to draw up certain Articles of Faith,
which they all believe, and certain moral
rules drawn from fcripture, which they
all admit, and agree that this fhould be
taught in the different fchools jt might
be neceflary sto eftablith ; otherwife it
muit be left entirely to the parents to
form the religious charadter of their
child. For it could not be expected a
parent would fend his child to the
ichools, 'if he fuppofed his eternal falva-
tion would be endangered by it.  If this
was attended to, the parents would want

D 2 no
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no inducement to have their children
educated ; for if fuch a plan was adopt-
ed, as without doing violence to the re-
ligious feelings of the poor, would pro-
mife to educate all their children and to
cultivate every genius that could be dif-
covered amongft them, and place it in
its proper fituation, what peafant 18
there in the land who is a father, that
could deny his child a fair chance of
rifing in the world to wealth and rank
above his births “provided the nation
and not himfelf was to pay the expence
of his education ? |

Suppofing a national plan to be formed,
and ready for adoption ; in order to de-
rive the withed advantages from it, the
zealous cooperation of all the gentlemen
and clergy of the different religions

ought to be procured. If the fubject is of

the firft importance, it would not be be-
neath
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neath the firft charaGers to attend to it ;
unlefs they were to attend to it, but little
good could be expected from any plany
the beft inflitutions would degencrate
into a job; the mafters would neglect
their duty, and the nation muft pay them
for doing nothing : the fchoolseftablithed
for the public benefit, would turn out
public nuifances. But if they (ferioufly
refleting on the advantages the nation
would gain by their ‘attention to this
{fubje&, and alfo on the fecurity it would
give to the lives and properties of the
rifing generation, and of their own chil-
dren ;) would exert themfelves to aflift
the exeeution of fuch a plan, there is no
reafon, why the poor all over Ireland,
thould not be, at leaft as well educated as
-they are in thofe parith fchools in Dublin,
whicheare occafionally vifited by gen-
tlemen. The firft thing, which it would
be.neceflary to eftablith, is, a body of

men
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men to fuperintend and direct the courﬁ:
‘of national education. I think this body
thould be a Committee chofer_l from
amongft thofe men who fhould volunta-
rily {ubfcribe in aid of this meafure ; and
I think care thould be taken, ‘that this
committee thould be compofed of the
propereft men of every religious per-
fuafion. It fhould be . the province of
this committee to felet, or to compofe
fuch books, as might be moft fit for the
different ftages of education : they fhould
appoint the mafters for the different
fchools—and remove them if theyne gle&-
ed their duty. The difficulty of choof-
ing the mafters would not be fo great
as it might at firft appear ; in the Uni-
verfity, a thoufand lads can be examined

in four days in a long and difficult courfe . -

of ftudy, and a comparifon can be formed
of . their refpective aancrings ; in the
ch01ce of maﬂ;ers indeed there fhould be

a com-
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a comparifon of their charalters as well
as their knowledge. The next point tobe
confidered is, what fchools it would be

neceflary to eftablith, and to me the fol-
| lowing appear abfolutely neceflary, 1ft,

Primary or Nurfery Schaools.

Thofe {chools fhould be eftablithed
all over the country, at the diftance of
3 miles at the fartheft from each other ;
{o that no child thould be more than a
mile and a half diftant from a {chool.
Here all the children of the poor of both
fexes, thould learn reading, writing and
the firft rules of arithmetic; in teach-
ing them to read, fuch books fhould be
made ufe of, as were judged moft likely
to intereft the minds of the young fcho-
lars, (by amufing them, and giving them
an early inclination for reading), and at

- _the fame time to convey as much in-

formation
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- formation as they were capable of re-
ceiving—I have already mentioned that
the books to be ufed in the fehoels
thould be fecleGted by thofe whow.were
intrufted with the f{uperintendance of
the national education ; and if the pro-
pereft books for this purpofe are not
to be found in our language;. they fthould
tranflate from other languages whatever
was worthy of being tranflated, or they
fhould themfelves compofe books for
the ufe of the {chools: the children
fhould be encouraged to learn, by fmall
premiums, by praife, apd honourable
diftinctions at the {chool ; for encourage-
ment is found to be a more powerful,
as well as humane method of training
either man or beaft, than violence and
terror—the children fhould be fent to
thofe fchools as foon as they could bear
the fatigue of walking to and from them ;

(I fuppofe this would be, at about five
' years
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years of age) at the age of ten or twelve
the beft fcholars might be candidates-for
admiffion in other fchools, which thall
be afterwards defcribed ; if not fuccefs=
ful, or that their parents choofe to keep
them at home, they might continue to
learn at thofe fchools till -they-were four-
teen, and after that age they might re-
main at- the difpofal of their parents.
It appears to me, that this education
would be fufficient for the great mafs of
the people, who are.deftined to live by
the labour of their hands ; I think it
would be {ufficient to' open and prepare
their minds for the reception of every
kind of information which might be
neceflary in their fituation; and with
fuch information it thould be the care of
a good Government to fupply them.

The next advantage which I have
ftated, as likely to flow from a good plan
of national education, is that every ge-

nius
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nius and talent in the nation might ‘be
difcovered, and directed to the greateft ad=
vantage, both for its pofleflfor and for
fociety—for this purpofe other {chools
{hould be eftablithed ; I fhall begin with

County Claffical Schools.
There thould be one claffical {chool for

the poor in every county; where a li-
mited number of boys (fuppofe from 20
to 5o, according to the wealth and po-
pulation of the county) fhould be dicted,
lodged and educated at the expence of the
county ; the advantage of having 1t
fupported at the expence of the county,
would be, that the country gentlemen
would by this means be induced to pay
attention to it ; and for the fame reafon,
I think the neighbourhood of the coun-
ty towns, or at leaft a central fituation
in the county, fthould be chofen for this
fchool—the expences of fuch a {chool

would hardly be more than that of a pa-
rith
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rith fchool, in Dublin, and could not be

confidered any burden on a county.

If the appointment of mafter to-one
of thofe {chools, was made fomewhat a
better provifion than a country curacy,
there might always be found among the
fizers of Dublin college, a. fufficient
number of men properly qualified, who
would undertake the tatk : the number
of boys, as I mentioned before, ought
to be limited ; and the vacancies thould
be filled up by thofe of the candidates
who were the beft anfwerers in the firft
courfe of reading already mentioned. In
order to determine this in the moft im-
partial manner there thould be a public
examination, once or twice in the year,
(fuppofeat the time of the Affizes) at
which gentlemen of confequence in the
county fhould make it a point to attend.
The age of admiffion into thofe {fchools
fhould be from ten to twelve ; and the

boys
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boys here fhould be for five yearsyin-
ftruted in the claffics, englifh, Wratmg,
and arithmetic—here as in the pnmary
fchools, the boys fhould be enc’quraged
to learn by premiums &c. and it fhould
be imprefied upon them, that ﬂieir fu-
ture fituation in life depended upon the
progrefs they made while they were here.

At the expiration of the five years, the
beft fcholars fhould ftand Candidates for
fizerfhips in Dublin college ; thofe who
fucceeded, would be in the fair road to
advancement ; of the reft, fome might go
from hence to the Catholic colleges for
educating Priefts, and by this means I
think the Catholic Priefthood would be
much improved, which I fhould confider
as_a national advantage: others might
be.put apprentices to fuch trades, as a
good education would ferve them at;
and by this means the nation would gain-
a great number of intelligent clerks

) and
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and fhopmen, and fome perhaps who
rifing from that fituation, might be an
acceflion to the mercantile intereft of
the cominunity. I think, that the maf-

“ters alfo, both in 'thofe fchools and  in

the primary fchools, thould be enceu-
raged to do their duty by premiwms;
for inftance, whena boy from any of the
primary {chools, fthould gain admiffion
into the county claffical {choel; or when
one from a county claffical {chool was
admitted as a fizer, in both thefe cafes,
I think, the mafter fhould receive a
{mall reward.

In order to follew the line of claffical
education, I fhall proceed from thofe
fchools to sthe inftitution of Sizerfhips
in Dublia. college, and from thence
return to.other fchools which it might

be necgﬁ'ary to eftablith.

Vi
|
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Of Sizerfbips. ' AR %-,,t_a;

From the inftitution of Si'zeifeﬂifp?'id
Dublin college, (although many im-
provements may ftill be fuggefted) great
advantages have been derived to the na-
tion : men who have been the ornaments
of the bench, the fenate;  and of every
liberal profeflion, have b)} means of this
inftitution received thatéducation, which
otherwife their ~eircumftances would
have denied, and cultivated thofe talents,
which, had it not been for this inftitu-
tion, would have been loft, both to fo-
ciety and’ themfelves. Now, though
every one muft approve of the idea of
- Sizerfhips, yet it appears to me that
there” are thefe gréeat defects in  the
prefent eitablithment : 11}, the Sizers
are not futliciently maintained and fup-
potied by the college—2dly, there is not
a lufnicient encouragement to their ge~
nius and induflry—3dly, the number is

too
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too fmall. As to the firft point; they
are allowed indeed, (after having waited
as menial fervants at the table of the
Fellows and Fellow Commoners), to eat
up what fragments are left ; {fometimes
this affords them a { fficient meal, and
fometimes it does not. But this appears
to me fo far from a liberal. provifion,
for men deftined to honorable profefions,
that I think nothing could be contrived
to offer a more wanton and unmeaning
infult to that confcious dignity of mind,
and to thofe feelings ‘which nature has
almoft always united with genius, and
which cannot be {eparated from it.

If a young-man has thewn thofe ta-
lents, which in the judgment of the
college,. fhould be cultivated for the be-
nefit of fociety, and directed towards
the liberal profeflions ; why in the name
of God, muft he (after having ftruggled
throulgh the former part of his life,

with
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with all the difadvantages and all the
contempts which poverty experience_é,?
be ftill further perfecuted in that Uni-
verfity which has approved his talents ?
here he thould expe& to find"a facred
afylum, a peaceful harbour to proteét
him from the ftorms of fortune. Would
it not be the better way to encourage
him, to diveft himfelf of that aukward-
nefs and vulgarity of manner and of
habits, which it is probable that in his
former ftate of poverty and inferiority
he muit have contratted ; and to learn

that independencerand dignity of mind

and manners, which better accords with
the liberal profeffion for which he is def-
tined ; this'defet would be very. eafily
remedied=—fuppofe the burfar, or the
caterer- of the college, in laying out the
dinner, ‘was not to calgzulate, that there
ought to be fuch a {uperfluity at the ta-
ble. of the Fellows and Fellow Com-

_moners, as that the fragments might
feed

\©
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feed their fervants, the Sizets; but
would juft provide fuch a dinner as was
fufficient for the number who were to
fit down to it; the faving at that table
would afford a plain dinner to the Sjz-
ers ata {eparate table; and that crucl
and wnmeaning infult, of forcing en-
lightened men, who have better prof-
pects before them, to do the offices of
menial f{ervants, might, and ought to
be done away. Independent of this, I
fay, they are not fufficiently maintain-
ed by the College; for the two firft
years all the emoluments they get from
the College would. not keep a coat
upon their backs; and, in order to {up-
port their exiftence, many of them are
obliged to givé up a great part of their
time, whilé in College, to a& as Uthers
to Schools, or in whatever other capa-
city they can piece out a fcanty fubfift-
ence; perhaps, the youth of the fineft
genius in the nation, muft quit thofe ftu-

E dies
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dies which are congenial to him,‘and
be employed for four or five hours in
the day teaching little children to fpell ;
this is enough not ‘only to cramp and
prevent his exertion, but ‘entirely to
braak his fpirit. ~Notw, at the expenfe
of 300 guineas a yeaf,it\ﬁis inftitution
might be put on totally & different fitu-
ation from what it now flands; and
¢his fum [ would afk, not merely as a
charity, not mierely for the caufe of
learning, but for the public advantage.
For among the many advantages that
the public derives from this inftitution,
we might point out one man, whofe
talents (by this means given to the
public) are to the public intrinfically
worth more than what the whole ex-
penfe of the inftitution could be fup-
ported for ; the man I mean 18 our
Chief Baron. The manner in which
I would apply this money is, to each
of the thirty Sizers I would give 5

guineas
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guineas per annum, and to every Sizes
on his getting a premium or certificate
at the examinations I would alfo give
§ guineas; that would allow 150 gui-
neas a year amongft all the Sizers, and
at the moft 120 per annum amongft the
beft anfwerers at the examinations;
the remaining 30 guineas might be
given in premiums to the beft Englith
compofitions for Sizers only. The ad-
vantage that would be derived from
this fum,{o applied, is evident. All
the Sizers would be much more com-
fortably circumftanced than they are
at prefent; and thofe of fuperior ge-
nius and induftry might live upon the
honorable rewards of their merit, with=
out having their attention taken from
their fludies, or being obliged to make
a livelihood by other means. I think
.alfo the number of 30 too few, and
that they fhould be increafed to go.
A great number of men of learning
. E 2 are
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are always wanted for the fchools and.
for curacies. - But I think this inflitu=
tion would be much more perfedt, if
whenever a Sizer paﬁ'ed through the Col-
lege with uncommon credit (of which
more than one or two inftances could
not be fuppofed to occur'in’a year)
fuch men fhould be affifted at the ex-
penfe of the nation to whatever pro-
feflion the natural bent of their genius
inclined ; (for inftance, thofe who were
difpofed for the bar might be {peci-
ally exempted from the ufual fees and’
impofitions upon their admiffion. They
might be admitted after a certain courfe
of ftudy /in Ireland, and not be ob-
liged, at an expenfe that would to them
be ruinous, to eat a certain number of
dinners at a certain place in London,
nor to pay a large fum in Ireland for
the purchafe of chambers which are
never to be given to the purchafers.

Every obftacle that now prefents itfelf
thould
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fhould be removed out of the way of
thofe talents which the nation has
taken under its prote@ion—thofe who
chofe the church might be particularly
recommended to a curacy, at leaft—
thofe who were inclined to {tudy phy-
fick, might have all the advantages
which this country can afford to me-
dical ftudents, without expenfe, and
have fome {mall fum given towards
their fupport during the time of their
ftudies. Thofe men would enter into
their refpe@ive profeflions with a cha-

raQer that would very much aflift their
progrefs.

Thefe are all the obfervations I have
to offer on claffical education ; and I
think this plan, which is extremely fim-
ple; would be fufficient to draw from
obfcurity every genius which was not
formed for obfeurity ; and to place it
in fuch a fituation as would be moft
’ to
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to the advantage and credit both of its
poffeflor and of the country., ‘The
fleps would be but few, and a true
genius could not mifs them. From
the nurfery fchools, to the county
claffical, from the county clafical
{chools to the univerfity, from the uni-
verfity to the profeflion of their own
chuﬁng-—-and, through that, to what-
ever degree of rank, wealth and ho-
nour their merits or their good for-
tune might raife them, T now return
to the other fchools which are not in
the daflical line of education, but
which would be of perhaps equal uti-
lity. Thefeare, 1ft,

A ScHooL OF ARTS.

The fituation moft proper for this
{chool would be Dublin ; both becaufe

it contains the beft mafters for every art,
and
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and tlw,-ﬂx_tblin-fﬁociety’s Model-room $
and alfo becaufe it contains the greateft
number. of - gentlemen of fcience and
tafte to wifit and attend to this fchool.
Here a limited number of boys (fuppofe
100) {hould be ledged, dieted and in-
ftructed in whatever branch of the arts
they thewed the greateft tafte for. They
fhould be inftru&ted here for a limited
time, and the vacancies filled up by
thofe candidates who difcovered the
greateft ingenuity and turn for the
mechanic arts,  This fhould be de-
termined by a committee of gentle-
men of f{cience appointed ta vifit
and infpe& this fchooly; for if, in
one finglesinftance, merit thould be
obliged to give way to intereft and
favour, the whole {cheme of naiional
education would be defiroyed, and no
longer ferve to difcover and cultivate
thofe talents which are the moft worthy

. of
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of cultivation. At the expiration of
the term of education in this fchool,
the boys thould be put out according to
the genius they have difcovered thofe
who fhewed the greateft genius might
be put to the fineft arts; thofe who
difcovered lefs, to the common mecha-
nic trades; and they would not make
the worfe carpenters or {miths for hav-
ing learnt the principles of mecha-

nics. zdly,

A ScHOOL OF AGRICULTURE

Should be eftablithed ; and the beft
{ituation for it would be near the great
Botanic garden which the Dublin Soci-
ety intends to eftablith; here a know-
ledge of botany and experimental farm-
ing might be learnt togethcf. The 1dea
of this fchool I do not pretend to takecre-
dit for; as [ have taken it from Dr. Dick= y
fon’s Effay on Education ; a book which

18



Lady )

1s worth fomething more -than benour-
able mention at the Royal Irith Academys
and which I think ought to be read by
every one who is anxious to know how
the fituation of the people may be im-
proved by the means of education.

I have now gone throughall the fchools
which appear to me abfolutely necef-
fary; and I believe it will be allowed,
that (whatever may be defeive) there
is nothing fuperfluous in this plan ; the
mafs of the children of the poor would
be taught reading, writing, and the com-
mon rules of arithmetic; and thofe who
are feleed from the mafs, on ac-
count of fuperior talents, would all of
them be put into a better fituation of
life than their birth and the circum-
ftances of their parents would have
placed them in; thofe who poflefled
great talents would rife to greater dif-
tin¢tion ; and might be the fupport, as

well
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well as the pride of the old age of thetr
parents ; this confideration muft: at-
tach the peafantry of Ireland very much
to fuch a {yftem of education; and an
attachment to the inftitutions of our
country is almoft the fame thing as
an attachment to the counmtry.

The orﬂy part of education which now
remains, is the military part ; and it ap~
pears to me that unlefs a martial {pirit
fthould be infufed into the minds of
the rifing generation, unlefs they are
made a nation of foldiers, they muft
ceafe to be a mation at all. With this.
view, I think, that at all the {chools,
bathing and every exercife or means
which would encreafe the firength and
a@ivity of the boys fhould be attend-
ed to; and that all the boys fhould
learn the ufe of arms, and to perform
the fimple military evolutions. If it
{fhould be fuppofed that it would be

impoffible to govern a well-educated
" and



£
( 59 )

and a martial people, and that a good e~
ducation muft neceflarily make the peo-
ple Republicans and Jacobins; as an
anfwer to fuch a fuppofition, let the
prefent ftate of Switzerland be confi-
dered. The Swifs, above all other na-
tions, are a well-educated and martial
people ; their government 13 ccrtamly
not what is now called Democratic ;
and their territory immediately joins
that of the French Republic. Not-
withftanding all thofe  circumftances
there is not a 'mation in Europe
more quietly” or better governed,
or perhaps farther diftant from a Re-~

volution.

The fa& is, that it is becaufe the
Swifs are a well-educated and a martial
people the country is profperous, and
the government is able to act with
grcater dignity than any government on

earth
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earth could do in the fame circum-
ftances.

This fmall flate, furrounded by all
the belligerent powers, has moft nobly
preferved its neutrality, during the va-
rious changes of the prefent war; and
would never fuffer its territory to be
violated, or its councils to be diGated
to by any power. Secure in the patri-
otifm and military virtues of her peo-
ple, Switzerland fears no attack. She
hears without difmay the blaft of war
on every fide. She fees the furround-
ing nations deftroying each other; but
in the very height of their fury they
are all obliged to refpe@ her well-edu-
cated and martial people. How weak
and how contemptible does the conduc
of all the other governments of Eutope
appear 1n comparifon to that of Swit-
zerland, even of thofe who in the
language of defperation, not of true

{pirit, declare,
¢ Thc,
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¢ They have fet their lives upon 2 caft,
¢ And they will ftand the hazard of the dye.
Ricrarp IIL

Switzerland has no fuch defperate
game to play.- And it would be worth
confidering whether, what conftitutes
in that country the happinefs and. prof-
perity of the people, and -alfo: the
{trength and dignity of the government,
would not be worth pra&ifing in Ire-
land ; which is by nature’infinitely f{u-
perior to Switzerland,  This is certain,
that if the Irith people were like
the Swifs, no nation on earth could
ever think of invading our country;
and the only reafon why we are not fo
15, becaufe in Switzerland the educa-
tion of the people and their interefts
have been always attended to by their
government. It is not from Switzer-
land alone, but from the experience of
all countries and times, that it may
' {afely



(6 )
fafely be faid, that a martial people
or a great army 1s full as eafily govern-
ed as an unwarlike nation or a rabble.
This is the caufe which has f{o long
preferved the wretched fyftem of the
Ottoman government ; that of all the
falfe principles, errors and follies which
it is poflible for a government to adopt,
the only one which it has not fallen
into, is that of fufpe&ing the people,
and not venturing to give them arms;
the avoiding this one folly is the only
fupport of their government; had they
fallen into this, their empire could not
have ftood three months againft the
force of either Ruffia or Auftria.

As to the idea of defending Ireland by
regular, militia, and fencible regiments,
I muft own I have not the leaft faith
in it. As our armies are now confti-
tuted, the lower orders hate them, and
ever will hate them. I will engage to

prove, if the Houfe of Commons
thought
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thought it worth their while to eftab-
lith a committee of inquiry for the
purpofe, that part of this army on
which we mauft rely for our defence,
condu& themfclves more like Ruffian
Coflacks or Tartars than like Irith {ol-
diers in a peaceable country ; and that
they are more dreaded and detefted by
the peaceable inhabitants than any fo-
reign enemy could be. Butif this was
not the cafe, and they behaved them-
felves ever fo well, how are our armies
to be encreafed ! By crimping and kid-
napping! For every one foldier which
a recruiting officer procures by thofe
means, government gets at leaft twenty
enemies among the lowerorders. When
a poor wreteh is torn from his bed, and
from his family, handcuffed and hurri-
ed on board a tender (in defiance of
the pofitive law of the land ; in open
and barbarous violation of perfonal li-

berty and fecurity, and of every thing
which
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which is dear to man, and ought
to be refpeted by government) the
curfes of his difconfolate and perhaps
Sarving family are raifed to heaven
againft that government under which
fuch oppreflion and villainy are too often
practifed with impunity—and this is
not all, if a foreign enemy fhould land,
who poflefled humanity as well as force,
what part is it to be expeced that the
children, the brothers, the near rela-
tions, and the friends of the murdered
man would take? Let every one con-
fult his own feelings, and they will tell
him.

If fuch pradlices are encouraged or
tolerated; if they are not punifhed
with the utmoft feverity, (whatever
may be the rank of the offender) I do
believe, (fo help me, God, as I ftate my
real belief) that government will, when

it is too late, difcover that their fecu-
rity
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rity is not exa&ly in proportion to the
number of red coats which they dif-
tribute. They will remember how
once, in a time of danger, Ireland fmil-
ed fecure under the prote@ion of her
brave Volunteer army; they will re-
member, when repentance comes too
late, that noble fpirit which once ex-
ifted in this country ; whith has lately
been crufhed ; and which ought to be
revived, if it is the will of God that
Ireland fhould fill continue to be reck-
oned amongft the nations of the earth.

I have now finithed the fketch of
fuch plan of national education as I
have been able to conceive, and I fub-
mit it to the public judgment as a plan
not complicated, very praicable, and
at the fame time likely to accomplith
thofe obje&ts which have been always
found to refult from educating a péo-
plé; that their individual happinefs as

‘ F : well



(66 )

well as their national charater, prof-
perity, and firength is thereby much
promoted and improved. As to the
other means of attaching the people,
and thofe fervices which ought to be
rendered them, I have already menti-
oned them in the beginning of thofe
obfervations; I fhall only now repeat,
that the induftry of thofe who are able
to work, ought to be encouraged and
affifted ; and that the miferies of thofe
- who from old age or ficknefs cannot
work, ought to be relieved, and their
' lives fupported by 2 national provifion.
They fhould not be left relying on the
precarious and pitiful fupport that can
be derived from private charity.

This is no new or cxtravagént idea
of my own. The principle (that thofe
members of fociety who cannot labour
for their own fubfiftence, or cannot

get work, fhould be fupported at the
expenfe
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expenfe of the nation) is adopted in
England—there are¢ indeed many de-
fects in the Englith fyftem of poor laws.
The principal defe@ is that which is
mentioned by Blackftone; that more
attention is paid to fupport thofe who
do not labour, than to encourage and
affift thofe who are willing to labour
the poor rates are alfo much higher than
they need or than they ought to be;
but thefe, and all other defe@s that
there are, in a moft excellent inftitu-
tion, might be eafily difcovered and
removed, if -men of talents and hu-
manity as well as influence would
turn their attention to the fubjed.
However, the poor of England feel in
thofe laws, the protecting hand of the
government of their eountry. Where
are the poor of this country to turn
for protettion ? They muft truft in that
God “ whofe ears are ever open to the
crics of the miferable, and thofe who

F 2 ~ have
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have 1o helper,” ‘that the  time" will
come when men may be found, who
will ot be athamed to rife in the Se-
nate, and plead the unfujbionable and
odious caufe of the poor tf the people of
Iréland. | 74

The only thing that now remains is,
to calculate the expenfe of fuch a plan;
and alfo to point out mcans for defray-
ing it. 'The experife of educating the
people of Treland” would be about
100,000l a year, But to what fhould
be fpent in encourdging and affifting
induftry, and relieving want, no limit
cafi be fixed ; but as much as the re-
venues of the country could poffibly
afford thould be applied to thofe pur-
pofes. I think, at prefent, five or fix
hundred thotfand pounds annually
miight be applied to thofe purpofe ; in
time to come, confiderably more ; with-

out laying on a fingle tax, which would
' be
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be at all injurious to the country ; but

on the contrary, by means which would
much promote its advantage. |

The way I calculate the expenfe of
cducating the people on the plan pro-
pofed is this; fuppofe the fehool of
arts thould coft 2000l a year; the
fchool of agriculture 1 sqol. the im-
provement of the inflitution of Sizer-
thips 300 guineas a year—the only ex-
penfe that remaipns is the intereft of
the money at firft laid out in eftablith-
g thofe fchools, which could not be
more than 4ocol. a year; and the an-
nual expenfe of the primary or nurfery
fchools. As to the number of thofe
fcheols, if we fuppofe Ireland to can-
tain (as the Geographers affert) 18,000
fquare miles of land, exclufive of the
loughs and harbours, the number would
be exaily 2000 (the fchools being at
the diftance of three miles from each

S ather)
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other) if the figure of Ireland had been
regular, and that calculation exa&. At
45). yearly for each, this would ‘amount
to go,000l. and bring the whole expenfe
of educating the people under 100,000l
per annum. That 45l. per annum would
be a fufficient allowance for each nur-
fery fchool, will be admitted by-any
one who confiders what a number of
people (who could teach children to
read and write, and with the help of
an arithmetick book to cypher,) could
be found, who would think a cabin rent
free, and a falary of 3gl. per annum
was a good eftablifhment; and worth

qualifying themfelves for.

Thc means by which I would pro-
vide for the expenfe of educating the

people are, 1t, by
A Tax oN ABSENTEES.

A tax of 4s. in the pound (which =
10 more than the land tax of England)
laid
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laid on the eftates of abfentees, would
of itfelf nearly, if not altogether, pro-

duce as much as would pay the expenfe
of educating the whole people.

It is highly unjuft and unreafonable
that their properties thould not be tax-
ed; it is unjuft that thofe who live in
the country, and are of fervice to it,
fhould be obliged at their expenfe to
pay for the prote@ion of the property
of thofe who do not choofe to live in it,
but do as much injury to it as they pof-
fibly can. I believe no argument can
be adduced to fhew why the abfen-
tees thould form a priwileged clafi of
Irifhmen; themfelves exempt from tax-
ation ; and yet their properties as well
proteted as if they paid their fhare;
(at the feparate and fole expenfe of

thofe_ who refide in the country and
are of ufe to it.)

In
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In addition to the produce of this
tax, the money now given to diocefan
fchools might for the future be added
to this fund—and there might be alfo
a private fubfcription in aid of the
meafure, which would be attended with
this additional advantage, that it would
intereft the fubfcribers in obferving how
their money was laid out.

The expenfe of educating all the peo-
ple of Ireland would be amply proyided
for by thofe means. It now remains to
confider what other fums might be ap-
plied in improving the fituation of the
poor, and attaching them to their coun-
try, by giving them an intereft in i,
The firft grand refource which I {hall

mention 1s,

The faving that would accrue to the na-

tion, if, inflead of the expenfive [fiftem of
corruption, bonefly and the public govd
was
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awas made the prinaple of govern-
ment, _

- Not to {peak of the wickednefs of
the fyftem of corruption, I calculate
the expenfe of it at 300,000l. annually
laid out in corrupting the morals of the
nation and its reprefentatives; and in
breaking down that fpirit of patriot-
ifm which is {o natural to man, and
which would be the fureft defence of
the country in the hour of danger. 1
do not wifh to exaggerate the misfor-
- tunes of my country ; I had rather that
my ftatement was confiderably under,
than any thing over, the truth. I
have calculated on the beft grounds
I could meet; and if I am wrong, let
the Miniflers of Corruption fhew me, or
rather the nation, what I have miftated;
until they do, I can only calculate upon
probable grounds; but fuch as I fub-
mit to the public are fair grounds. It

appears
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appears to me that what may be called
the ordinary expenfes of corruption are
at leaft 200,000l. annually ; and the ex-
traordinary may be reckoned at 100,000l.
more. Under the head of the ordinary
expenfes of corruption I clafs the ex-
orbitant falaries which are annexed to
places, (the bufines of which is done
by deputy for a mere trifle) in order #o
oblige ~ peers, members of the Houfe of
Commons, and their friends ; 1 alfo rank
thofe penfions which are beftowed with-
out merit; and the value of thofe
places which are /o/d Jor the private ad-
vantage of thofe in power. What I call
extraordinary, is what is expended at
eleQions, and in bribery of all forts. As
to the ordinary expenfes, the calculation
will not be confidered too high, if the
value of the parliamentary places is firft
conﬁdered next, that of thofe placcs
which, though not confidered parlia-

mentary,

m-___jg;-..‘.__m_... R e —— . - &
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mentary, are only to be got by parlia-
mentary connetions; and thirdly, of
thofe places of truft and emolument
which are notorioufly /o/d (not for the
advantage of the nation, but for the
private advantage of thofe in power.)
When all thefe things are confidered,
who can doubt but that the nation is
plundered, and 1its refources and profpe-
rity drained off to fupply the peftilential
ink of corruption? O! but this 1s a
falfe tatement, fome will fay ; although,
to be fure, there is a little patronage
and jobbing, and all that, going for-
ward ; things are not {o bad as here re-
prefented; they are tranfa&ted with fome
kind of delicacy and honour ; and to
prove this they may produce every new{-
papef in which ¢ From two hundred to
two thoufand pounds are offered to any
Jady or gentleman who has influence to

procure for the advertifer a civil em-

ployment
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ployment of adeguate value;” and we

may always fee in the Pofifcript, that
the firiGteft delicacy, bononr and Jecrely,
are to be obferved in the tranfa&ion.

Now, although I muft admit that the

word Homonr is always to be found in:

thefe poftfcripts, and alfo. that I have
heard of fuch a thing ‘as % Honour
among Thieves 3~ yet it does appear to
me, that thofe advertifements (now
‘grown as common as advertifements
for Bank Loan; or Canal Stock, or any
other -marketable commodity) muft
prove to the fatisfalion, or rather to
the diflatisfa@ion of every reafonable

man, that {uch pralicesas I have ftated
do exift,

There is another ground on which |

think I may fairly calculate the ordi-
nary expenfes of corruption.
Perhaps
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Perhaps it is not known to fome of
our prefent minifters, innocent and fpoi-
lefi men, who are themfelves fo far
above the reach of corruption, that
fome of ‘them do not even appeat to
underfland the word when it is men-
tioned 'in the Houfe of Commons, but
feem as much puzzled at it as the
Houynhyms were at a fye, to know
what could be the meaning or the ufe
of it? Perhaps to thofe virtuous men
it is not known, that'in former parlia-
ments {eats have been a&ually bought
and fold ; and that from two or three
thoufand pounds each was reckoned
the market priéé. Now the nation is
grown of “late fo exceedingly wicked,
that if we could fuppofe fuch a hor-
rid thing as that there fhould be a dif-
folution of parliament to-morrow, and
that ‘the feats in the next parliament
fhiould be offered for fale to the higheft

bidders,
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bidders, there can be no doubt at all but
they would bring near joo0l. each;
that is, goo feats for one parliament
would bring the enormous price of
900,000. Now the mafs of the people
are {o uncharitable, that they cannot be
brought to believe that thofe civil em-
ployments which have nominally no pro-
fit annéxcd to them would be purchaf-
ed at that immenfe price, unlefs there
were to be places, penfions, patronage,
contracts, jobs and other political bo-
nus’s created at the expenfe of the na-
tion, {ufficient to reimburfe the fpecu-
lators. 1f the mafs of the people are
right in forming fuch judgment, I am
fure that lefs than the value of 200,000l.
a year would not give the purchafers of
feats a common Smithfield bargain for the
money they laid out. This too, takes
in but part of the {yftem, and allows
nothing for confcience, charalier or at-

tendance.
I now
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I now come to the extraordinary ex-
penfes of corruption ; under which head
I have claffed thofe fums which it muft
be fuppofed are fpent at cleftions, {e-
cret fervices, and in bare-faced bribery.
The exa@ amount of thofe fums it is
impofiible for me tocalculate ; but Ido
fuppofe that the guefs I have made is
confiderably under the real truth. In
order to prove the gigantic {cale on
which bribery has been conducted when
minifters were in great danger of lofing
their places, Ifhaﬂ recall to the read-
er’s recolleGion what pafled at the time
of the difputed queftion of the regency.
Does any one forget, that at that time
our Houfe of Commons was plainly told
by a minifier (though not in thofe very
words) that government had before, in
fimilar circumftances, expended Aalf a
million to corrupt ome party, and that
they might be then obliged to fpend

half
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half a million more to corrupt another
party. 'This declaration, made bya mi-
nifter in the Houfe of Commons, muft
be admitted as pofitive proof, as far as it
goes: If fo much was confeft, the amount
of what has not yet been confeft muft
be very confiderable.

It has alfo been confidently faid,
and generally believed, that a table has
been kept at the national expenfe for
a certain defcription of men called caf-
tle-hacks, whofe names it was judged
prudent not to bring forwatd on the
penfion lift: and that after dinner each
man has received his daily bribe as the
reward of his daily proflitution.

Thefe kinds of tranfactions being all
fecret, it is impoffible for me to ftate
the amount of the fum fo mifapplied.

But I conceive I have thewn fair prob-
able
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able grounds to fuppofe, that the fltand-
ing expenfe of the {yflem of corruption
cannot be lefs than 300,000l per ann.
And this fum, vaft as it is, can only be
confidered as the appropriated expenfes
of the fyftem, for confiderably more has
been loft to the nation by ewasffe and
by connrvance; for even the fyftem of
corruption has been managed with need-
lefs prodigaiity. For inftance, if it fhould
be judged neceflary to corrupt every
city and corporate town in Ireland, and
as a means of accomplithing this pur-
pole minifters ehofe to eftablith every
where a doard of police, would it not be
fufficient to allow large falaries to the
commiffioners, without fuffering them
to plunder the nation in every poffible
thape afterwards ? The fame queftion,
I believe, may be afked as to every de-
partment of the ftate ; for it muft be

fuppofed that the fame caufes produce
G the
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the fame effe@ts throughout. It is the
infernal wickednefs of the fyftem_itfelf
which obliges great men to wrnk at each
others private peculations and plunder,
until at length smpunity begets gfrontery,
and this produces a horrid  emulation

amongft thofe in power and truft, #ho

Jhall defraud the country mg/t ?—But the
advocates of corruption will fay, that
it is now grown a part of our conflitution,
which would be endangered if corrup-
tion was removed. I deny that corrup-
tiom is any part of our conflitution. As
the ivy entwines itfelf about the oak, at
the fame time exhaufting its vital fap,
and concealing 1its venerable form, fo
has corruption entwined it{elf about our
conflitution, and fo concealed it from
our view, that when we look for our

conftitution we fee nothing but corrup-

tion.

Whoever

a
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Whoever fincerely wifhes that our
conftitution fhould flourith, muft alfo
wifh that the fyftem of corruption thould
fall. It is “a bad tree and never can
bring forth good fruit;” in the name of

God, then, “let it be hewn down, and
caft into the fire.”

As a further means for raifing mo-
ney for this obje&, I think 150,000l

a year might be raifed by a moderate
cefs in the nature of

Poor RATES.

In England thofe rates are exceflively
high ; but I'think a moderate cefs for
this purpofe could not be coemplained
of by any one (if the money fo levi-
ed was fairly and judicioufly laid out
for the purpofe it was demanded); the
tax I have mentioned would be -mode-
' G2 rate,
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rate, and would be hardly, if at all,
felt; for if the public fund fufficiently

provided for the poor, the neceflity of

private charities would be in a great
meafure taken away; and every man
of property might fave at leaft as much
in that refpect as would pay his propor-
tion of the cefs.

This fum, added to the probable fav-
ing from giving up the {yftem of cor-
ruption, would amount to about half
a million annually; which might be
applied in improving the condition of
the poor, and attaching them to their
country. If a government was feriouf-
ly to undertake that tafk, and begin
with that fund, the effe@s it would
produce would be of the utmoft im-
portance ; they would find that in the

fame proportion as the poverty of the

people was diminifhed, the profperity
_ oF

e
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of the country, and confequently its
revenues, and- flill farther means of
providing for the happinefs of the peo-
ple, would be encreafed. If they were

~conftantly to purfue that obje&, there

can be little doubt but that Ireland
would in the courfe of ten or twenty
years be as happy a country as any in
the world ; perfetly capable of defend-
ing herfelf from any enemy; and per-
haps able to fupport and fave the fall-
ing empire of Great Britain. I think I
could alfo point out other taxes to the
amount of 2005000l. annually for this
purpefe; which, inftead of being a
burthen to the nation, would be a po-
{itive advantage; but as long as the
revenues.of the nation are applied to
the fuppgrt of war and corruption,
whoever fhould point out a new tax,
might perhaps be contributing to the
miferics and to the murder of his fel-

low creatures and countrymen.

I have
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I have now finithed the tafk I pro—
pofed to perform; I have endeavoured
to fhew the neceflity of attaching the
lower orders to the country and to its
government, from the danger' that is
confeft to proceed from their want of at-
tachment. I havealfo'pointed out fuch
means as occurred to me for cultivating
and procuring that attachment, and
given a fketch of a plan of national edu-
cation (which, although almoft any plan
is better than we plan, 1 do nbt, how-
ever, reccommend as a perfet one.)
My wifh is principally to turn the at-
tention of the public to thofe fubjets
which every one will allow are of the
utmoft importance, and which have hi-
therto been moft fthamefully neglected
in-this country. So far am I from the
vanity of expecting, or even withing
that my ideas (particularly on educa-

tion) thould be altogether adopted, that
Ido
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1 do not think there is an individual in
the nation, whofe abilities (however
great) can entitle him to prefcribe to the
Irith nation on a fubje& of fuch im-
~ portance, as how the rifing generation,
and generations yet unborn, are to be
educated and infiru&ed. Ithinka plan
of fuch magnitude could only be made
perfe& by the united labour of all the
talents in the nation, and I think the
fubjet is of fuch impottance as to call
for fuch a union eof talentsand exertion.
I do therefore, with,great deference, pro-
pofe it to fuchyof the nobility, gentry,
and enlightened, citizens of Ireland, as -
feel the neceffity of educating and.in-
ftrufing t_he people and improving their
{ituation, and who with to contribute
thcir‘gxct"tions to the accomplithment of
thofe'great national objedis, to afTociate
without delay for that purpofe.—The
 principal affociation fhould be in Dub-

lin
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lin—and I think there thould bealfo
aflociations in every city and town of
Ireland which contains men of informa-
tion, patriotifm and philanthropy.—
Thefe affociations would naturatly at-
tract every well-informed man in the
community who felt an intereft in the
fuccefs of the meafure, and confequent-
ly every man who would bt capable of
affifting to form a good plan for the pur-

pofe.

At the meetings of thofe aflociations
every member might read what he had
to offer upon the fubje@ ; and different
men might take up different parts of the
great plan. The proceedings of thefe
focieties fhould be regularly printed for
the ufe of the members, {o that every
plan or idea which was offered might be
fully and deliberately difcuffed at fub-

fcquent meetings. If fuch affociations
thould
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‘thould be fpeedily formed, I have no
doubt but in the courfe of a yeara plan
of national education and inftru&ion, °
and alfo for the improvement of the"
condition of the poor, could be formed,
as perfect as the united talents of the
nation could make it, and of {fuch a na-
ture as would meet the approbation of
all claffes and religions of the people
of Ireland. If that could be accom-
plithed,fucha plan might be prefented to
parliament in the next feflion, fupported
by petitions from all quarters; and could
hardly fail of {uccefs. As this appears
to me the beft means of obtaining thofe
obje&s which every friend to Ireland
muft defire; 1 have conceived it a duty
to deliver my fentiments to the public.
As for myfelf, if there is one fingle 1dea
in this book that {hall be confidered
worth adopting, or if it {hall at all ferve
to dire& the public attention to the fub-
H je&t,









