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FORM OF A R E Q U E ST  T O  T H E  
SOCIETY.

t J ------ ---------do g ive  and bequeath unto the Treasurer,
f o r  the tim e being, o f  a certain voluntary Society, form ed  
in D ublin , in the Year 1811, entitled “  T he Society for 
prom oting the Education o f  the Poor o f  Ireland,” the 
sum o f  P ounds o f  law fu l M on ey o f  the United lu n g -  
dom o f  Great Britain and Ireland , current in G reat B r i­
tain , to be p a id  within months, next a fter m y
decease, out o f  such p a rts  on ly o f  m y  Personal E sta te  
as shall not consist o f  Chatties real, upon trust to be 
applied towards the carry in g  on the purposes o f  sa id  
Society . A n d  1  do hereby direct and declare, that the 
R eceip t o f  the 'Treasurer, for the, tim e being , o f  such 
Society , shall be a sufficient discharge to m y  Executors 
for the said L eg a c y

N . B . D evises o f Land, or o f  M oney charged on 
land, or to b ela id  out in Land,, are void: but M oney or 
Stock may be given  by W ill, i f  not directed to be b id  
out in Land.



A T  T H E

SECOND A N N U A L  GENERAL MEETING

OF THIS

SOCIETY,
H eld at the

L E C T U R E 'R O O J I  O F T H E  D U B L I N  I N S T I T U T I O N ,  

S A C K V I L L E - S T R E E T ,

On t h e  13th D ay o f  J u n e ,  1814,

TH E RIGHT HON. GEORGE K N O X , i n  t h e  C h a i r .! *

T H E  Report from the Committee of the past 
.year, having been presented and read by the Se­
cretary, and the Accounts of the Institution up to 
the 30th of April last, having been laid before the 
^Meeting by the Auditors, it was unanimously

R e s o l v e d — 1st. That the Report now read be 
received and adopted, and that it be printed under 
the direction of the Committee for the ensuing 
year, together with the Statement of the Accounts 
now presented, a List of Donations and Subscrip­
tions, and such Appendix as the Committee shall 
deem necessary.

2d. T hat we remain unshaken in our convic­
tion, o f  the great advantages which must result from 
diffusing throughout Ireland, a well-ordered System 
o f  Education, which, combining Economy o f  time
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4
and money, with due attention to M o ra ls , C lean­
lin ess, and D isc ip lin e , shall be com pletely d iv e s te d  
o f  S ec ta rian  D is tin c tio n s  in every  p a r t  o f  the A r ­
ra n g em en t ; and that we are now f u l ly  sa tis fied  of 
the p ra c tica b ility  of carrying such a System into 
effect.

3d. T hat  we are also convinced, that the pecu­
niary resources of this Society, have been hitherto 
altogether inadequate to the full attainment of this 
most desirable Object.

4th. T hat our late Committee having adopted 
the best m ean s w ith in  th e ir  P o w e r , for promoting 
the views of the Society, and having adhered 
steadily to its fu n d a m e n ta l P r in c ip le s , are en­
titled to our cordial thanks,

5th. T hat  our Committee for the ensuing year, 
are hereby authorised and instructed to take such 
steps, as they shall think best calculated to obtain 
for our Institution, that P a tr o n a g e  and S u p p o rt, 
which shall render its Funds adequate to the objects 
for which it was established,

6th. T hat  our thanks are hereby given to the 
Right Hon. David La Touche and Co. the Treasu­
rers of this Society, for their kind services since its 
formation ; and that they be requested to continue 
the same during the ensuing year.

7th. T hat our best thanks are due, and are hereby 
j^iven, to our Secretary, Jos. Devonsher Jackson, Esq.
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for his unremitting attention to the interests o f  
this Society ; and that he be requested to con- . 
tinue his services during the ensuing year.

8th. T hat the following: Gentlemen be our Com- 
mittee for the ensuing year, viz.— *

9th. That the General Meetings of this Society 
be hence-foward regularly held on the secorcdTues- 
day, in the month of June in each year.

T he following Donations having been announced 
to the Meeting, viz. from

Joseph Goff, Esq. (per J . L.
Maquay, Esq.) - - £ 5 0  0  0  ;

Samuel Bewley, Esq. (towards
building a model School in Dublin.) 50 0  0

Anonymous (per John David La 
Touche, Esq. also towards build­
ing a model School.) - - 100 0  0

R e s o l v e t » u n a n i m o u s l y ,

10th. That the grateful thanks of this Meeting 
be presented to Joseph Got! and Samuel Bewley, 
Esqrs. and are hereby also offered to the unknown 
Donor of the above mentioned sum of £ 1 0 0 , for 
their very liberal Donations to the Funds of the 
Society. -

11th. That our grateful thanks are also given to 
the Chairman and Committee of the Dublin Insti-

« For List o f  Committee, see ITtbpage.

(
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tution, for the promptitude and kindness with 
which they complied with the request of our Com­
mittee,, to permit us to hold our present Meeting in 
this place.

GEORGE KNOX, Chair roan.

The Right Hon. George Knox having left the 
Chair, and Peter Burrowes, Esq. having been called 
thereto, it was

*

R e s o l v e d  u n a n i m o u s l y ,

12th. That the thanks of this Meeting be given 
to the Right Hon. George Knox, for his obliging 
attention to the. business of the day.

PE T E R  BURRQ W PS.
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SECOND REPORT,

Y O U R  Committee having’ com pleted their year of' 
•tlice, deem it their duty, in yield ing up the trust reposed 
in them, to lay before the Society the transactions o f that 
period. But before they proceed to the performance o f  
this duty, they feel themselves called upon once more to 
submit to the Public, through the medium oftheir Report, 
the objects o f  your Institution, and the principles upon 
which it was founded, and has been conductcd. D eeply  
impressed with the importance o f  the business in which \o ti 
are engaged, as affecting the welfare o f  Ireland, your 
Committee are anxious to avail them selves o f every oppor­
tunity, o f  attracting the attention o f  the public, and o f  thus 
obtaining from it, a serious investigation o f  the principles 
and conduct o f  your Institution. T hey are not disposed  
to ask for patronage or support, unless its importance shall 
appear to merit, and the state of its funds to demand it. 
I f  however, these two points shall be established, they 
trust they w ill be justified, in calculating upon the co-ope­
ration o f  every patriotic and liberal Irishman.

Y our Committee rejoice, that it is no longer necessary
to adduce arguments to prove, what appears almost self-
evident, that Education, properly directed, is a source o f
happiness to individuals, and o f  bcm-fit to society. Some
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good  and  enlightened m en  have,  indeed,  formerly enter" 
ta incd doubts  upon  the su b je c t ;  b u t  the  ques t ion  is now 
for tunately  a t  rest,  a n d  all seem to uni te in the  sen t im ent  
so well  expressed ,  by a  la te  e m in en t  Irish P re la t e ,  
“  th a t  E d u c a t io n  m akes  al l  the  difference between w ild  
beasts  an d  useful animals,  all the  dist inct ion between the 
l i o t t e n t o t  a n d  the  E u ro p e a n ,  b e tw e e n  the  Savage  a n d  the 
ÍVIan.” B u t  a l th o u g h  it  will no t  be  denied,  th a t  it is most 
desirable,  to diffuse the blessings o f  E d u ca t io n  as wide ly  as 
possible ,  some persons may th ink  th a t  the  m eans of instr  uc-  
l ion  already in exis tence,  a re  sufficient for t h a t  p u rp ose  ; and  
to  such it wil l  be necessary to say a  tew words ,  respec t in g  
t h e  Schools for the  E d uca t io n  of the Poor, now es tab l i sh ed

in  the  country .
Your Committee are aware, that large provision has

Í been  made, as well from th e  public purse, as through the 
boun ty  o f  ind iv idua ls ,  for t h e  endowment o f  School» in dif­
fe ren t  parts o f  I r e l a n d  ; b u t  these Schools, though they 
m ay  be excel len t  in their  k ind ,  are, comparatively speak­
ing, few in n u m b e r  ; a n d  from the peculiar circumstances 
o f  this  country ,  a re  not open to the great body o f  our 
l abour ing  P o o r — to  those,  in fact, who stand most in need 
o f  E d u ca t io n .

T h e  effects, how ev er ,  of these establishments being 
closed, aga ins t  so g re a t  a por t ion  o f the population o flre -  
lan d ,  has  n o t  been to  k e ep  them in total ignorance o f letters. 
T h e  inhabi tan ts  o f  this  country possess a natural taste for 
lea rn ing— an a p p e t i t e  for  intellectual improvement, which 
m ust  a n d  will be grat if ied.  The consequence is, that V il­
lage Schools and  i t i n e r a n t  Masters, are scattered pretty 
genera l ly  t h ro u g h o u t  the country.

But what is the character o f those Schools ?  and what is 
the description of the Teachers ? What Books have been in 
general use amongst them? and what principles are likely 
to be acquired by the Scholars? The best information, 
which your Committee have received on this subject,

1 0
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obliges them to state, that with a very few exceptions, the 
only object attended to in these Schools, is to instruct ia  
Heading, W riting, and Arithmetick; whilst cleanliness o f  
person, decency o f language, and regularity o f conduct, are 
totally neglected. The Books used in them, are often o f  the 
most pernicious tendency, and even the slight knowledge o f  
letters, and figures which is thus acquired, is perhaps more 
than counterbalanced* by the sacrifice o f  time necessary to 
attain it.

N otw ithstanding these defects, however, every School is 
crowded with children. Extreme poverty does not prevent 
the peasant from dispensing with the services o f  his children 
in domestic or agricultural employ ment?, in order to afford 
•them opportunities, o f attending the neighbouring School ; 
and many instances have come within the know ledge o f  
your Committee, where both the parent and the child, have 
cheerfully reduced, their scanty means for food and cloth­
ing, to enable them to pay the monthly pittance to the hedge  
or village school-master.

H ence it appears, that those seminaries, where good  
order and regular habits are attended to, are almost to­
tally inaccessible, to the vast majority o f the labouring 
p 0 0 r — and that the Schools o f  an inferior description, 
which have supplied their place, (even i f  they were suf­
ficiently numerous) are yet highly objectionable, from the 
tedious and irregular systems adopted in them— the total 
disregard o f  the masters to the morals o f  the children—  
from the pernicious books which are used in them— and 
from the want o f  due discipline, which forms perhaps the 
m ost valuable part o f the Education o f youth.

Y our Com m ittee w ould therefore hope, that the means 
o f  instruction, now placed within the reach, o f  the great 
body o f the people o f  Ireland, instead of inclining the pub­
lic  mind against your Institution, w ill afford an additional 
ajid powerful argument in its favour : for (to use the

b 2
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words o f an official document,*) cc were it even admitted, 
that the benefits o f .Education are not to the lower classe» 
of the people, as great as we conceive them to be, yet the 
necessity ot assisting* in obtaining it for them in this 
country, would not be diminished, but increased; for euch 
Education as has been objected to, under the idea o f its 
leading to evil rather than to good, they are actually ob­
taining for themselves ; and though we conceive it prac­
ticable to correct it, to check its progress appears impos­
sible— it may be improved, but cannot be impeded ”

A desire to remedy those defects, and to supply those 
deficiencies, in the existing system for the Education o f the 
Poor o f this country, led to the formation of your Insti­
tution It was founded on the 2d o f December, 1 8 11, by a 
few individuals, some of whom, having been engaged for 
years, in the support and management of an extensive 
Schoolt for the children o f the poor, in the populous ma­
nufacturing district o f the metropolis— were thus con­
vinced, by their own personal experience, o f  the advan­
tages which must result, from an improved system o f Edu­
cation becoming prevalent in this country.

At one o f the earliest Meetings o f your Society, (6th 
January, 1812) the following Resolution was adopted : 
“ That the Education of the Poor o f Ireland, being the 
basis on which its morals and true happiness can be best 
secured, it is highly important, that Schools should be 
established, divested o f  all Sectarian distinctions in every part 
o f  the arrangement”%

* Fourteenth Report o f the Commissioners o f Education, &c*
+ Th attention o f the public is invited to this School : it is situate in 

School street, in he parish of St. Catherine. Annual Reports o f its pro- 
gresb have been printed, for some years past, which can be had at the 
School, and will be found extremely interesting to the promoters o f  
Education.

The model School o f this Society, which will be noticed hereafter. k  
under the same roof. -

{  See the Appendix, No, 1,
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,1 his fundamental Resolution appeared to the founders 
tff your Society, the “  best calculated to meet the circum­
stances ot the Poor of Ireland,” and your Committee have 
the pleasure to say, that it has been very generally ap­
proved o f in the country, and seems to have met with the 
sanction o f  (lie Commissioners o f  Education ; w ho, in their 
14th Report, presented to the House o f  Commons (under 
date tiie Ji)th October, JS12,) express their opinion, “ that 
no plan, for the education o f  the lower classes in Ireland, 
how ever wisely and unexceptionably contrived, in other 
respects, can be carried into effectual execution in this 
country, unless it be explicitly avowed, and clearly under­
stood, as i(s leading principle, that no attempt shall be ' 
made, to influence or disturb, the peculiar religious tenets 
o f  any description o f  Christians.’’

This resolution, embodied in an address <o the public, 
was immediately printed, and extensively circulated, and
the objects o f  thé Society, were then declared to be__to
promote the establishm ent, and facilitate the conducting 
o f  Schools, upon the principle just mentioned, wherein the 
poor might be taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, in 
a cheap and expeditious manner. Thatj with this view', 
they should obtain, and communicate, information, as to  
the best plans for the building and fitting up o f  Schools, and 
should contribute (as far as their funds would allow ,) to the 
expense incurred, upon this head, by local associations. 
T hat they should assist in procuring, properly qualified  
school-masters, and in furnishing books, stationary, and 
other articles, necessary for Schools, at reduced price*; and 
that the attention o f  the Society should be directed, to the 
new, and improved system o f  education, because it lays its 
foundation, upon the sacred scriptures, and combines eco­
nom y, with due discipline, on which account, it appear* 
em inently adapted, to the wants; and circumstances, o f  
Ireland.



14
Such were the motives, which called youi* Society iritè 

existence, such the objects, if proposed to achieve, and such 
the principles, on which it is pledged to proceed.

The report lor the year 181^, (being the only one as yet 
published by the Society.) informed you of the progress 
then made. Pvlany important subjects presented themselves, 
to the attention of your Committee, immediately upon their 
appointment. Several benevolent individuals, as well as 
local associations, were desirous to establish schools, upon 
aa improved principle. They had heard o f valuable im­
provements, in point of economy, o f sim plicityy o f discipline, 
and o f expedition; but they knew not where to seek for 
information upon the subject. They were totally at a loss 
for a good plan, upon which, to erect, or fit up, a schcol- 
hotise: and even if a building were erected, they knew  
not how to procure a competent master or mistress, or where 
to purchase suitable books.

In  fact, so many obstacles opposed themselves, in the 
outset o f the project, that it is not to be wondered at, if  
many were discouraged, or disabled, from carrying it into 
execution?

T o  endeavour to supply these numerous wants, was ac­
cordingly, the first business o f your Committee. The re­
port of the last year, announced, that a Tract* was pre­
pared, and then in the press, giving suitable directions, for 
building, fitting up, and arranging School-rooms upon ap­
proved plans. This Tract has been since published, and a 
considerable part o f the impression, circulated through Ire­
land. Y our Committee recommend it to the attention of 
persons, who may have it in contemplation, to erect build­
ings* or to adapt houses already built, for the purposes o f  
instruction, as being calculated to save expense, and incon­
venience, not only in the first outfit, but in the future con-

*  I t  is for sale at the Society’s Repository, Scliool-street, and is entitled, 
<c Hints and Directions, for bnilding, fitting up, and arranging School- 
Rooms.*—Price 103.
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duct, and management, o f schools. It contains a few plate», 
which have been annexed, in order to furnish architects, and 
tradesmen in the country, with a few good plans, and sec­
tions, o f the necessary buildings, desks, benches, See. &c.

O ne o f  the most striking improvements, lately introduced 
into general use in schools, is, that o n e  k o o k ,  shall answer 
for an entire School, though it should contain some hundreds 
o f  scholars. A spelling-book, upon this plan, was compiled  
under the direction o f  the former Committee, and was in the 
press, when they went out o f office. During the year which 
has now closed, the spelling-book has been published, and 
a reading-book, upon the same principle, carefully com ­
piled, printed, and published.*

Y our Committee m iy be permitted to remark, that ia  
preparing and publishing those two books, and especially  
the latter, your Institution has rendered, a most valuable 
service indeed, to the cause ot national .Lducation; for 
without them, it would have been vain, to attempt intro­
ducing the improved system o f  teaching, into the Schools o f  
Ireland. It may not be improper here, to state the prin­
ciples, by which, the compilers o f  the reading-book w ere  
guided, in the execution o f  a work, which they felt to be one, 
of no less difficulty and nicety, than o f  importance. Their  
object was to combine, as much useful matter as possible,

* T he advantages o f  this im provem ent, in point o f  econom y, are extrem e!/ 
great. T he spelling-book published by the Society, is sold for five shillings, 
and the reading-book for eight shillings and four-pence The former consista 
o f  60, and the latter o f  100 tablets— they are to be had, (with other articles 
used in schools,) at the R epository, School-street. Thus a school, containing 
several hundreds o f  scholars, is supplied with sufficient books for teaching  
them  spelling aud reading, at the trivial expense o f  thirteen shillings and  
four pence, which need not be incurred again for som e years, i f  reasonable 
care be taken by the teachers. I t  must be gratifying to the M embers o f  the 
kociety to perceive, by reference to the accounts presented with this report, 
that whilst schools are relieved from heayy expense, aud are furnished, at so  
cheap a rate, w ith such lessons, as they could not formerly procure at any 
price, the funds o f the institution will be increased by the sale o f  these pub. 

((rations.
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and at the same time, to avoid every topic, which could be 
offensive, or objectionable, to any, for whom it was designed* 
They, therefore, kept steadily in view, the excellent funda­
mental principle o f your Society— and were most solicitous, 
that whilst it should contain some religious trullis, nothing 
should be introduced which could possibly excite jea­
lousy, or uneasiness, in the minds o f pious persons^ 
o f  any religious denomination.— It contains much mat­
ter extracted from the sacred scriptures, but in order to 
avoid, even a suspicion, that selections were made of 
particular passages, for the purpose o f inculcating any 
peculiar doctrinal opinions, the compilation, in this respect, 
has been made from the books, used in the Schools in thi* 
country, for very many years past, namely from “ D il- 
worth’s,” and “ the Pensylvania, Spelling Books;” and 
from “ Reading made Easy.” Indeed, the constitution o f  
your Committee, composed as it is, o f persons o f  various 
religious Communions, should in itself, afford a sufficient 
security, against such a suspicion; and your Committee 
could refer you, to the minutes o f its proceedings, from the 
10th to the 31st July, in order to satisfy you o f the pains 
which were taken, that the contents o f the Reading Book, 
should be examined by every member o f their body, and* 
that they should be altogether unexceptionable in every 
point o f view. Selections, conveying good moral and 
useful information, in a stile pleasing to Learners, have 
been made, principally, from the works o f the well known 
Lindlay Murray, and combined with the foregoing.

It is gratifying to your Committee, to be enabled to state, 
that these publications appear to have met with very gene­
ral approbation. Many sets o f  them have been sold^ for 
the use o f Schools, in the most distant parts ofthis country, 
and applications are more frequently received for them, a* 
they become more generally known. The sales to Schools 

unng the last month, have been more than double the. 
amount o f sales, made during any month.preceding ; an«
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ÿour Committee cannot refrain from mentioning a circum­
stance, which afforded them considerable satisfaction, ag 
proving, that the execution o f their more difficult task, had 
been approved of, in the sister island. An order has been  

, lately received, from Birmingham, for three copies o f  the 
Reading*-Book, for the use o f Schools, in the neighbour­
hood o f  that town. This was felt to be the more fluttering, 
as books, on the same principle, have been published in 
England. ' ,

Y our Committee, however, aware, that imperfections 
w ill probably exist, in a new work o f this nature, would  
anxiously solicit the suggestions o f  all persons, who may 
be disposed to contribute, towards rendering a second  
edition more correct and complete.

Your Committee must also state, that you  have still 
much to do, in this depart ment o f your duty, and that other 
elementary works, on the same plan, w ill be absolutely  
necessary. N or can they avoid noticing the difficulty which  
now  exists, o f  procuring proper books o f  any description, 
(either o f  instruction or amusement) for the use o f  the poor. 
It is not merely (or School use, that such publications are 
necessary; when children have acquired the power o f  
reading, it is natural to suppose, they w ill exercise their 
new  faculty, and if  good matter be not provided, it is to 
be feared, the bad will still be resorted to. T h e reading 
books now too be met with, both in Schools and in the 
houses of the poor, are often o f  the most pernicious ten­
dency; and your Com m ittee did intend, to have suggested  
the propriety, ( if  ever your funds should be sufficient) o f  
printing and publishing cheap and instructive works, for 
the use o f  the poor: but they have great pleasure in «men­
tioning, that a Society has been just formed for that sole 
purpose.* /

* T h s Cb«np B ook  Society, & c. &c.— s«e the Appendix, N o . I U

.  c  '
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W ith  the same view, your Committee would point your 
attention, to the advantage that must result, from the for­
mation o f lending Libraries, in the different establishments 
for the éducation o f the poor. They would not only be 
the means, of placing instructive books, within the reach o f  
the poor, at a less expense than couldbe otherwise effected, 
but they would also afford an additional inducement to the 
reading of Such books, for (as was w ell observed, by the 
superintendant o f the Belfast School, in a letter to your 
Secretary) “ If a book be lent, and is to be returned on a 
certain day, the probability is, that the book will be read 
w i t h i n  the time ; but if  given entirely, the reading o f it 
may be deferred, until* a more convenient opportunity, 
which opportunity may not soon arrive; as we are all 
ready enough to postpone doing, what we know We can 

. do, at any time.”
Your Committee being o f opinion, that many valuable 

suggestions, are to be found in the letter just adverted to* 
bearing upon various branches o f the undertaking, in Which 
you arc engaged, beg leave to lav an extract frôtti it, before 
you, in the Appendix*’ to this Report, and they are léd 
here to r e m a r k ,  that one great advantage, flowing from sucft 
nn institution as your’s, is, that a centre is thereby estab­
lished, to which useful and interesting communication?, 
upon thesubjectof public education, may be directed, from 
every quarter, and from which, the improvements derived 
therefrom,may be generally diffused throughout the country.

The next topic adverted to, in the report o f your làtf 
Committee, is the advantage to be derived, from the estab­
lishment of a S c h o o lin this city, to which the Society 
might point, as a model, for the method o f instruction re­
commended by it ; and which should also be used, as a 
seminary, wherein young men might be trained, to act as 
school-masters, and from whence, they might be sent, as

* See Appendix, No. H I,
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occasion should require, to superintend or organize schools, 
in different parts o f  Ireland.

The report then stated the application, made by jo u r  
Com m ittee, to tlie gentlem en conducting the School-street 
schools, oil this subject, and the readiness with which, they 
expressed their desire, to co-operate (as far as in their 
power) with your Society, in this part o f  your plan.

A  room in the School-strcet establishment, capable o f  
containing 250 scholars, together with its full complement 
o f  boys, has been placed under the direction o f  your Com­
mittee, (subject o f  course to the rules o f  the School-street 
Society) and this School has been at work, during the last 
nine months. Y ou r Committee recommend it to the at­
tention o f  the public, as the best existing model in Ireland, 
o f the improvçd system o f  education.

T he ma?iagement o f  k  is entrusted, to Mr. John Veevers, 
(the gentlem an alluded to in the last report) who having' 
been recommended, as a person em inently qualified, to com- 

' m unicate all thç late improvements in education, has been  
engaged by your Com m ittee at a salary o f 2001. per annum. 
T h is is certainly a large salary, particularly so, when com ­
pared with your present list o f  subscribers ; but your Com­
m ittee hope, that the advantages to be derived, from this 
gentlem an’s experience, w ill justify them in incurring such 
an expense.

T h e attention o f  your Com m ittee, has been much directed 
to  this School, with a view to ascertain, the advantages o f  
the method o f  teaching, introduced by Mr. V eevers, com ­
pared with the plan o f instruction, used in the School-street 
schools; and they hope, by these means, to be enabled to 
combine, w hatever is valuable in either ; and thus to form 
such a system, for the education o f  the poor, as shall be 
juost likely to forward the objects o f  your institution.

Y our Committee have also directed their attention to 
this M odel School, as well as to the old Schools, in School-
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street, in consequence of t!ie frequent applications, which 
have been made to thcrçi, for directions and explanations, 
respecting the mode o f instruction recommended, by 
your Society. It has been found quite impossible to 
give adequate information on this subject, either by letter 
or oral communication; and as there are many persons 
engaged in the superintendance of Schools, in remote parts 
of Ireland, who would find it impossible, to visit any Model 
School, established in this city, though very desirous 
o f  information respecting it. It becomes extremely desi­
rable, to publish a detailed account o f thii plans recom­
mended by you, which shall be accompanied with illustra­
tions, so that it may, as far as possible, supply the place 
o f personal inspection. Considerable progress has been 
made, in preparing and arranging matter, for such a pub­
lication, and your Committee would strongly recommend, 
that it should be completed; as early as possible, in the en­
suing year.

Shortly after the M odel School was established, and a.
• V  ̂ I I .  ^

suitable field thereby provided, for exercising and training 
School-masters, your Committee endeavoured to make it 
useful to the public, in that respect, as far as the straitened 
circumstances o f the Society would permit. Accordingly, 
about five months since, an advertisement was published^ 
in sixteen of the most respectable provincial prints in Ire­
land, stating, that the School o f the Society, in School- 
street, was then opened, for the reception of young men, 
properly recommended, who should be taught and trained, 
to act as School-masters, free  o f  all expense f o r  instruction. /
That the Society was not then enabled, to carry into effect 
its intended plan, o f dieting and lodging, as well as edu­
cating young men, to be sent out, by it, to act as School­
masters in the country, but was obliged to confine itself 
to the instruction o f such young men, as should be sent to 
the School. That every possible assistance, however, 
would be given, towards providing eligible places, where

á
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.thçy might be dieted find lodged, at the expense o f those? 
by whom they should be recommended, and where their 
morals should be carefully attended to.

Some measure o f  this kind was absolutely necessary ; 
numerous applications were made, train various parts o f  
Ireland, for com petent masters, to organize or superintend  
Schools, and your Comm ittee (to use the the strong lan­
guage of the Commissioners 01 i.ducation) being per* 
suaded, that a more essential service could not be rendered  
to the state, than by cariying into effect, a practicable mode 
o f  supplying a succession o f  Well qualified instructors, for 
the cliiidren o f  the lower classes,” — determined to adopt the 
expedient ju st m entioned, as being the best calculated o f  
any within its pow er, to relieve a want so urgent in its na­
ture, and so generally felt in every part o f  the country. 
À  few young men h ave been admitted into the seminary, 
w ho were recommended to your Comm ittee, by the Directors 
o f  different Schools, in consequence o f  the before men­
tioned advertisement, and a table w ill be found in the A p­
pendix,* stating the names, ages, and other circumstances, 
relative to these young men, the Schools for which hey 
w ere trained, the number o f  scholars in each o f  these 
Schools,' and the period which it required to qualify for the 
performance o f their duty as teachers, such o f  them as have
left the seminary.

Y our Commitee, having now detailed the proceedings o f  
the past year, cannot omit stating, that every step they took 
has been im peded, by the lamentable inadequacy o f  your 
funds. T hey have worked in fetters, and were, therefore, 
unable to accomplish your plans, to the extent required. 
So very lim itted, indeed, have been the pecuniary resources 
placed at their disposal, that but for the liberalitv o f the 
Gentlemen conducting the Sehool-street Establishment, they 
would have been obliged to postpone altogether, t wo o f  the 
m ost valuable parts o f your plan, namely, the M odel School,

* See Appendix, No. IV,



■and tlœ Seminary fo r  {rawing Masters. And although tiw» 
very friendly co-operation o f those Gentlemen, has enabled 
your Committee to do something with respect to them, yet 
they arc well satisfied, that the arrangements made at 
Schcol-street, must ever prove inadequate to the attainment 
o f  the objects in view ; and that unless you shall be en­
abled to erect a building, expressly ftr the purpose o f  es­
tablishing in it a M odel School, and a Seminary for train­
ing Masters, the public cannot receive the full benefit pro­
posed by you, from those branches o f your Institution. 
It our Committee would also suggest, the great advantages 
which would be derived from having a person in jour em­
ployment, qualified to organize Schools, who might be 
sent, for that purpose, to such parts ot the country as the 
Society should judge most expedient.

Your Committee hope that this statement o f the prin­
ciples and conduct o f your Society, will convince the pub­
lic of its importance to the welfare o f this island. And if  
this be a just expectation, they are very certain th v   ̂
single glance at the account o f your income and expenditure, 
w ill satisfy every man, who feels the value of your in -  
stituiion, oi the necessity o f contributing to its support. 
Your Committee refer to these accounts for particulars, they 
-will only here remark, that whilst your annual subscrip­
tions for the last year amounted only to £ b 8  9s. Gd. you  
arc under an engagement o f £*200. per annum for the sa­
lary of Mr. Veevers and further, that though the ne­
cessary disbursements of the past year, were no less than 
.£’317. i8s. 2d. the total income of the Society for that pe­
riod amounted only to <£218. 2s. 6d. being a deficit o f  
£G 9. 1 5 .8d.

Before they conclude their report, your Committee would. 
again anxiously press upon the Society, the imperious ne­
cessity o f adopting means, for increasing your funds, more 
efficient than those hitherto resorted to ; and they feel they 
ëijoulti net act with candour, il they did not declare the if



decided opinion, that this Institution must fall to tire 
«round, if  their successors shall not be able to aw ake»  
the serious attention o f  the wealthy and the liberal to tlie- 
objects it has in view .

Your Comm ittee have been most unwillingly forced to  
this conclusion, by the mortifying1 .experience o f  their fruit­
less attempts to obtain pecuniary aid during the past
y e a r .  '  ' ' - '

T h e eagerness with which every facility for education 
has been grasped at, by the poorer classes o f  the com m unity, 
impressed your Comm ittee with the firmest conviction, o f  
the advantages likely to result from your Institution, and 
induced them (perhaps im prudently,) not only to exhaust 
your regular funds, but even to draw upon the anticipated  
bounty o f  the public:— but they fear they have been too 
sanguine in their expectations : they, as w e ll as your late 
Committee, appear to lmve used every effort in their power* 
to  ç iv e  publicity to the objects and principles o f  your In­
stitution, and for this purpose the stun o f  £ 1 3 4 .  Ifls. 1 H d . 
(which som e may think excessive,) was expended by the 
Comm ittee f o r  the year ending April,. IS 13, in order to  
excite  the public attention through the medium o f the pub­
lic  press ; and your Secretary did by letter apply for sup­
port, to almost every m dnof rank and w ealth in the country ; 
but such applications have been (with very few exceptions,) 
totally unattended to, by the persons to whom  they were 

addressed.
It is true, the improvements lately introduced into the 

system s for the education o f  the poor, have become the 
subject o f  discussion amongst the enlightened, and even 
the the me o f  conversation amongst tlve fashionable, and 
whenever m entioned, evèry tongue seems eager to expa­
tiate, on the happy conséquences which must result, from 
the blessings o f  education being diliused (hrbttghbut the 
countrv: but there is a lam entable apathy on the subject,

* •
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when (hose persons are invited to realise their' theories; an$ 
carry (hem into execution.

Your Committee know not how to account for this de* 
plorable indifference, to what (in their humble opinion) 
appears to be, of vital consequence to Ireland.

They have endeavoured to steer clear o f all objections, 
arising from the peculiar circumstances o f this country ; 
and their object has been to promote a system o f educa­
tion, which shall enable the poor peasant and artizan to 
acquire information', without encroaching materially on his 
time or on his purse which shall inculcate principles o f  
honesty and truth, at that time o f life when the mind is best 
prepared to receive them-—which shall accustom the pcoir 
to habits o f decency and cleanliness,-at the same time im­
proving their morals and their health— which shall teach 
them to fix their attention, exclusively, on whatever busi­
ness they are engaged in, and inure them to that kind of 
regular discipline and good order, which is of such essen­
tial value, to those who must earn their bread by their in­
dustry— which shall lay open the Scriptures to every poor 
roan, and, at the same time, be free from even'the suspicion 
o f aiming at proselytism, or any interference in religious 
opinions— and which shall, by these means, afford new  
sources o f innocent amusement, useful know ledge and 
religious truth to the poorest members o f the community.

The value o f such a system is universally admitted * 
whence then does it happen, that the public are so indif­
ferent about its success ? Your Committee are inclined to 
attribute it to want o f due consideration of the subject, and 
they are confident that this Indifference would be succeeded 
by activity and zeal for your institution, if  the wealthy and 
the liberal, amongst our countrymen, would seriously consi­
der the consequences, public and private,* which must result 
from such a system becoming prevalent throughout the 
country. Let them bestow a few moments serious thought 
m  the subject, and then let them ask themselves, shall we

* See the Appendix, No. Y.



extend our aid to this Institution— or shall w e turn aside 
from it ? And whilst we praise the objects it has in view , 
and the means by which it proposes to attain them ,—  
whilst w e  warmly express our desire for the promotion o f  
w ell ordered education amongst the poor, at the same time, 
refuse to contribute in the slightest degree to its advance* 
ment— in a word, shall we be consistent— or shall w e  
suffer pecuniary motives, the most paltry and insignificant, 
to induce us to withhold our aid from an Institution which  
our judgm ent and our conscience compel us to approve?  
L et each man put this question to himself, and your 
Society  w ill never need support*
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A n  A c o u n t o f  the Income and Expenditure^ o f  the Society  
together m th  a  Cash Account, f o r  the

INCOME.

Subscriptions received within the year ,  . . . cs£68 9 6
D o n a t i o n s , ....................................................................172 1 7 6
Gained  by the sale of books, pa per,  &c. . . . 6 15 6{

248 2 6 |
Expenditure  exceeded Income, • 69 15 7 \

^ 3 1 7  18 2

CASK

Amount in the T reasu re r ’s hands 30th Apri l  1814,  «*£211 10 10
Subscriptions received within the year ,  . . .  68  9 6*
D o n a t i o n s , ................................................ ...  • . .  172 17 6
Books,  &c. s o l d , ...................................................................100 5 8
Due the Treasurers ,  . . ....................................................  8 0  4

Æ5G 1 3 10

An Account o f the Effects of the Society fo r  Promoting 

Books,  slates, paper, &c. on hands, worth . . ,s£243 12 3§

.£ 2 4 3  12 S~
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t
fo r  P rom oting the Education o f  the P o o r o f  Ireland , 
i/ear, ending the 30th  A p r il , IS 14.

EXPENDITURE.

Paid S a la r i e s ........................... • • • •

ACCOUNT.

Paid Salaries •
—  Commission on Sales

—  Contingencies

the Education of the Poor of Ireland. 
Due the T r e a s u r e r s ...............................

<s£183 17 10
. 76 3 4*
u  57 16 H i

«£317 18 2

. 183 17 10
0 3

238 5 5
76 3 4*
57 16 H i

d£561 3 10

0 4
• 8 0
. 235 3 H i

^ 2 4 3 12 3-Ï

Audi ted  the 13th J u n e  1814 ,  by

J. L. M AQUAY. 
H fC fl. 13. W ARREN
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A P P E N D IX , N o. I.

T H E  Committee having forborne to enlarge in their Report* 
upon the value of one of the leading principles on which this 
Inst i tu t ion was founded, namely,  “  that Schools completely di- 
vested of religious distinctions in every part  of  their arrange­
ment are best calculated to meet the wants and circumstances of 
I r e la n d ,”  think they cannot  more forcibly demonstrate,  the 

justness of this principle, than by  shewing the practical good 
effects which have resulted where it has been adopted. F o r  
this purpose they will here subjoin extracts from the printed 
Repor ts  of two School Societies in Dublin, viz. the School-street,  
and the SóuthEastern District,  Schoel-Societies, in both of which 
Insti tu t ions,  this principle appears to have been deliberately 
adopted, and steadily acted upon. '

T he  SchooLstreet Schools were established so long ago, as the  
y e a r  1786, on a  very limited scale, and have been gradually  
encreasing in extent  to the present time, when the average num­
ber  of male and female scholars of various religious persuasions 
actually receiving instruction therein, greatly  exceeds 1000. 
T he  total number  of scholars admitted into the Schools since their 
foundation, is more than 30,000. The  following *is an extract  
from the R epo r t  of the Committee conducting those Schools, for 
the  year 1812 ; * % <

But above all, the Committee are desirous of  calling the 
Ci a ttention of the public, to the advantageous result from tho 

conduct  steadily observed for a  very considerable number  o f  
u  years  respecting moral and religious instruction. I t  may be 
u  unders tood from what has been already stated, that  no 

distinction is made on account o f  religious opinion in manager^  
u  instructors,  or  scholars, and from this harmonizing system, the 

Committee have with great  satisfaction observed the happiest 
u  Consequences ; scholars of different religious communions, 
u  harmoniously studying together,  and teachers, some of whose 
a  religious sentiments might appear to be much opposed to each 
a  other , cordially labouring together for the good of  the rising 
Ci generat ion.  I t  rmiy be asked,  w hat part icular conduct has 

been pursued ? The  answer is— avoiding carefulfy the giving 
u  offence to any,  steady conduct fo discourage bad, and to 

eúcourage good rcorals^ and reading ths Scriptures^ not only



so
& in the Schools, but  leading them in the hands of the scholars 
u  qualified to make use of them, out of school hours, and 
“  thus laying a foundation of religious instruction from that 

book which all denominations of Christians admit their 
4C respective tenets to be tried by, and leaving to the parents 
“  or friends any particular or sectarian instruction they 
“  should think necessary : this plan undoubtedly met with the 

disapprobation of divers persons in times past, and the Com- 
“  mittee do not call in question the purity of the motives of 
u  such; but  the Committee would be doing injustice not to 
u  say, that these objections appear gradually wearing away;

a fact which is abundantly evidenced by remarks written 
u  by visitors who have called to see the Schools, in a book 
4i provided for the purpose, and which is inspected in the 
iC meetings of the Committee. Some of these are sq jnuch to 

the point, that it is deemed not unsuitable to give them a 
i6 place in this Report,  y iz .

(í I  have visited this School, and am perfectly satisfied of 
tc the advantage attending the system on which it is con- 
u  ducted.”

66______________ ______>>
cc Ju ly  8, 1811. [Bishop o f ----------------]

u  Visited these Schools and yras delighted a t  the order and 
Cfi regularity of them ; am surprised at the vast improvement 
u  of the entire of the children, particularly the very young 
ci of them*

66 __,_____________________
66 Roman Catholic Curate of 

u  31$/ August, 181$, ——  Parish.”

66 I  visited this excellent Institution, and thpugh my ex- 
u  pectations were raised very high, I  found every thing superior 
iC to what I  imagined ; the ©rder, silence, and obedience of 
44 the children particularly pleased me, though not less than 
u  the vigilance and kind treatment of the superiors to those 
u  entrusted to them.

66 _— — — — — — — —  r

cc September 1812. [R .  C .]  “ C ura te------ st. Chapel.’’

iC October 2c/, 1812— I visited this Institution, and after 
li minutely investigating every part of its management, have 
u  every reason to be pleased. The order, decency, and 
<c regularity, with a degree of silence which I  did not expect 

to find among such numbers, were highly grat ifying; and 
u  the degree ®f improvement in the different classes appeared

à
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%i to  me superior to any thing I  could reasonably expect. Aa 

I  formerly enterta ined prejudices against the inst itut ion, I  
ci was the more part icular in investigating its merits ; and I  
“  th ink  it  but candid to acknowledge, that  these prejudices are  

removed, and tha t  I  consider it as highly worthy of e n .  
tc couragemeut.”

[R ec to r  o f --------------Church.J

I  have been highly gratified on this day on observing the 
u  manner in which this School is conducted : and do think the 
lc master highly meritorious for his mode of conducting it.

(C Novem ber 2 3d, 1812. u  ------------- --------------------------
[T i tu la r  Bishop of  --------------

I t  was not thought necessary to multiply extracts o f  this nature, 
the  few here given suffice to shew, that  the mode of instruction 
adopted in these Schools, has received the approbation of  Prelates 
and  Clergy of  the Established and Roman Catholic Churches, 
and is therefore adapted to the circumstances of Ireland.

T h e  South* Eastern-Distr ict  School Society was formed in J a ­
nuary  1812, and a temporary School-room was opened in Digges 
L ane ,  for boys only. During the first year  upwards of  400 were 
admitted into the School ; and the number  in regular a ttendance 
soon encreased so much, that  it was found necessary to move the 
establishment to a more spacious and commodious house. I n  
Spring 1813, therefore, we find the School opened a t  N o .  62, 
Stephen’s-Green, end at  present there appear to be upwards of 
500 male and female children,  of different persuasions, a t tend­
ing, and receiving instruction in reading, writing, and ari thmetic:  
the  girls are  also taught  needle-work. T he  number of scholars 
admitted since the foundation of these Schools, appears to be up .  
wards of 1200.

W e  shall now proceed to give a short Ex trac t  from the Rules 
©f this Society, and  from the Second R ep o r t  o f  the Committee 
being for the year  1813 :

5th Genera l  R u le .— 66 Every poor child o f  whatever religious 
41 denomination,  shall be admitted into the School, upon a re- 
M commendation from a  member of  the society.”

* u I t  lias been judged best not to insert the names or residences o f  the 
M writers o f  the above remarks, w ithout obtaining their permission for that 
«  purppse, which it  is obvious would be a task o f  too much difficulty t« 
«* undertake I t  may not be improper here to sta te , that the book from 
which the above remarks arc extracted , is kept in the Scliool-street Schools, 
Visitors are solicited to m ake tlieir observations therein, subj^ininp: their 
oantes and residences. I t  is therefore open to public inspection during 
school hours from ten 19 tU reî o’Clock cicU  day.
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6th General Rule.— The sa cred  Scriptures, without note o r  
€C comment, written, or oral, to be used in the School on Sun- 
u  days; and all other books inculcating religious doctrines or 
€i opinions, to be strictly excluded; it being the primary object 
44 of th is Institution to open wide its doors to every poor child9 
44 and to convey instruction in such a form as shall be unobjec- 
*4 tionable to every denomination of C hristians.”

Extract  from the 17th and 18th pages of the R ep o r t :
44 This subject* failed not to excite the serious attention of 

16 your Committee. I t  was discussed amongst them, fully, grave- 
<4 ly, and repeatedly. Upon the utility of such instruction in 
44 the abstract, they hope it is unnecessary for them to say that  
44 no doubt existed, i t  was ouly upon the expediency of grafting 
44 it, directly, upon a system already formed, tried, and found 
44 efficient, that any question arose ; and their opinion was de~ 
44 cided by a recurrence to one of the principles upon which the 
44 Institution was founded, namely, 4 to convey instruction in 
44 such a  form as should afford no room for objection to any  
44 denomination of Christians.* Not  feeling themselves autho~ 
4C rised to alter a  fundamental rule, which appears to have 
•c; received the public sanction ; and fearing that they might even 
44 expose to hazard their present capacity of doiug good, by 
u  (perhaps an unseasonable) effort to enlarge it,  your Cora* 
64 mittee finally resolved to adhere to the old system : in which* 
6i while nothing that can reasonably alarm sectarian prejudices, 
44 is admitted— while no distinction is known within the School, 
4* but  that of moral and intellectual proficiency— whilst the 
44 children are taught 4 to love one another as brethren,’ they 
44 are not left wholly ignorant of the divine source, from which 
44 alone, pure morals, and brotherly love, and true knowledge, are 
64 to be derived. The Holy Scriptures, either in detached les- 
44 sons, or in the venerable and sublime original, form part of  
44 their regular studies. Thus far, your Committee hope, the 
44 first principles of religious education may be given, without 
44 exciting jealousy or causing offence. The rest must be left 
44 to the friend, the parent, or the pastor. Though not  incon* 
44 sistent with, it is beyond the professed objects of this insti- 
44 tution, which embrace not the whole, but some departments 
44 only of education ; which seek to assist, not to supersede the 
44 exercise of domestic instruction. I f  more cannot safely be 
44 attempted ; it is well to effect so much ; and it may reasonably 
44 be hoped, that in forming habits of industry, decency, and 
44 regularity,— in correcting vicious propensities,— in t e a c h in g  

54 the rudiments of the useful arts,— and above all, in opening 
u  to them the book of life, the pupils of this Institution, will d e .
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í ri?ej even from its present system, what will at  least have a 

<( tendency to promote their welfare here and hereafter .”
Local  ^cliool-Societies, and Committees, are requested to for­

ward to the Secretary of the Society for promoting the Educa­
tion of  the Poor,  annual or other occasional reports of their pro­
gress and experience. The  points, upon which information is 
most desirable, are specified in the List o f  Queries, to be found 
in this Appendix,  No.  Vf.  Such communication to be addressed 
to the Secretary, School-street,  Dublin.

A P PE N D IX , No. II.

‘  C H E A P  BOOK SOCIETY.

A t  a Meeting held at the Royal  Exchange, on Thursday the
26th of M ay ,  1814,

LORD VISCOUNT VALENTIA, in the Chair.

I t  was Resolved unanimously,

u  T h a t  inasmuch as Societies exist in this country ,  for 
circulat ing Bibles and religious tracts, but none, the sole object  
o f  which, is, to p rof ide  good books,  not of a religious descrip­
t ion,  for the use of the p o o r : — i t  is therefore expedient  to 
form a Society, for printing and  publishing, at  a cheap rate, 
&uch useful and instructive books, as may supersede the immo­
ral publicat ions, now used in Schools, and amongst the lower 
classes of the people, without, at  the same time, interfering with 
any  peculiar religious opinions.” *

T he  following are  amongst the rules and regulations, laid down, 
for  the government  of this Society :

1st. u  T h a t  this Society be denominated i T i i e  C h e a p  B o o k

11 S o c i e t y ,  for providing useful and instructive books,  for the 
u  lower orders in I re land .’

9th. T ha t  a subscription of one guinea, shall constitute the 
44 donor ,  a member of the Society for one y e a r /

10th. u  T h a t  a subscription of ten guineas, paid at  any one 
6C t ime, shall const itute the donor  a member for life.

11th. u  T ha t  life and annual subscribers,  shall have a privilege 
M of obtaining books, from the Society, gra tis , to the amount of 
ki one fourth par t  of their subscriptions,  respectively.”

T h e  other rules and regulations of this Society, relate to the 
appointment  of its officers, to the meetings of the Committee, 
which are to  take place monthly, or o(tener if accessary,  to  tbe

E



general meetings of the Society which are to be held on tfi# 
second Tuesday in May, in every year, and to the mode of  
calling extra general meetings, and altering the rules of thé 
Society when necessary.

Subscriptions and donations to the funds of this Society, arc 
received at the bank of the Right Hon. David La Touche and Co. 
Treasurers ; and communications intended for the Committee 
are to be addressed to James Bessonet, Esq. Leeson-street.

A P P E N D I X ,  No. I i r .

Extract o f a letter from  the Superintendant o f the Belfast
Lmcmterian Sshool.

26th Decembery 1813.

Siit,
U n d e r  the impression, that were Juvenile Libraries to be 

instituted, and attached to the several seminaries for the Educa­
tion of the Poor, in this country, they would be eminently con­
ducive, towards carrying into full effect, the grand object, 
which the Society for promoting thë Education of the Poor of 
Ireland, have in view,— I Have taken the liberty, of forwarding 
to vou, the plan of one, which has been attached, to the Lan~ 
casterian Institution, in this town,- to be laid before the Society, 
in order, that if approved of by them, it  may be recom­
mended to the other institutions, of the same nature, throughout 
the country.

To  merely capacitate, the children of the poor, to read, is 
stopping far short of enabling them, to derive all the advantages, 
which flow from Education. I f  they are not afterwards supplied 
with books, their being able to read, must be entirely nugatory, 
and they might as well have been left, entirely, in their original 
darkness. And from the extravagant price of books, of almost 
all descriptions, it is not possible for them, to have access to 
them:—but by the means pointed out in this plan, a quantity of 
books, suitable for persons in their station, may be procured, 
to  which they can have access, and by which they may be im­
proved as much as if the whole were vested iu each of them 
individually.

In fact, lending them books, is a greater inducement for them 
to read them, than bestowing 011 them, the entire property.—- 
F o r  if a book be lent, and is to be returned 011 a certain day, 
the probability is, that the book will be read within the time,—



,'Fiiii if  given entirely, the reading of it may bo deferred, until a 
more convenient opportunity, which opportunity may not soon 
arrive, as we are all ready enough to postpone doing, what we 
kuow we can do at  any time.

l h e  annexing such a l ibrary,  to a large School on this plan, 
must be the means of disseminating much knowledge,  at  no ex­
pense to the public, and at  a very small one, indeed, to the pa­
rents of the children.— All that Is required, is care and attention 
in its management, to produce the most beneficial results ,  to  see 
that  the books are returned in due rime, and regularly paid for 
i f  damaged or lost. This may cause some extra trouble, to the 
superintendants of the Schools,— but a consciousness of the bene­
fits, which will accrue to the children, will induce every good 
mind, with alacrity, t o  undertake the task. I t  is not merely the 
benefits, which may result to the rising generat ion,  from such 
institutions,, that is to be calculated on,— but we may rationally 
expect from them, a great improvement, in the minds of parents 
themselves,— as it is to be supposed, that  they will derive advan- 
age, from (he improvement of their children, so as in a  manner to 
become their  pupils— and to be benefited, by  having books, 
read  in their hearing, which they never had the opportunity o f  
e ither  seeing or  hearing before.— T h e  Society has rendered to the 
cause of Education,  a most important  service, bv having pr inted 
th e  necessary lessons, for the Lancasterian mode of teaching.—  
the want of a sufficiency o f  which, had hitherto rendered,  one 
of  its greatest improvements nearly abortive,— as, for the want of 
such lessons, many Schools were obliged to resort,  to the use of  
bound books, and thereby,  the great  principle of  economy, could 
not  be acted upon.— The labours o f  the Society, however, it is 
to  be hoped, will not end there— as in another point of  much 
consequence,  their interference is much wanted.

From  the advanced price of paper, books of  all kinds, are so 
high, as to be beyond the reach, not only of  the lower, but  the 
middle class of society. And,  as if there had been a combina­
t ion ,  çufong the publishers of small books,  fçr  the  instruct ion of 
you th ,  to prev.ei.it any,  but the upper classes, from receiving in ­
formation.—  ihey have added so much, to  the  expense of such 
books,  by embellishing them with prints, that those, (which 
should be cheapest ,)  are become the most expensive article, now 
to be had, in the shape of books,— many of them being sold for a  
shilling each, which might be otherwise had for four-pence,—  
this calls loudly for amendment.— and in no better hands could 
the natter  be vested, than in those of  the Society for promoting 
the Education of the Poor,  a most eminent piece of  service, 
would that Society render to the Community, were they to take 
iip, the reprinting of all works of this nature,  of  which they could
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procure the copy-right,— and have them done, upon plain, low 
priced paper, without those expensive embellishments.— It  is 
n ot only the extra expense, which is objectionable, bu t they are 
not of the same utility, in that form, which they would otherwise 
be^— they are used by the children, into whose hands they are 
put, more as toys, than as the medium of instruction ;— and their 
time and attention are so much occupied, in examining the pic­
tures, that the instructive matter,  is altogether laid aside.— As 
rewards for good conduct, there can be nothing more suitable, 
than small books ot pictures ; but let such come into their hands, 
only as rewards— and let us have some without pictures, merely 
for purposes of instruction, and at such prices, as may come 
within our means.— These latter observations, I  have been in.  
duced to make, in consequence of my being obliged to reject, 
many little books, which might have answered the library 
here, but which were so extravagantly dear, as not to come 
within the means of the fund.

Another objection lies, against the greatest number of those % 
Small tracts, which is, that they are mostly calculated, for the 
instruction of the higher ran k s in society ; it would be well 
that the Society, should hold out to literary persons, encou^ 
ragement to write for the lower orders, such as Mrs. Lead, 
beater’s productions, which are immediately applicable, to that 
description of the community, who are the objects of the So., 
ciety’s benevolence.

I f  the Society were to take up this idea, ntight not an applica­
tion be made to government, to remit the duty upon such paper 
as might be used in the benevolent design, as it is the very high 
excise, to which, the manufacture of paper is liable, that has 
raised the price of books, to the present advanced rate.

Government has allowed Charity Schools, to escape the v in ,  
dow, and hearth tax. Now there would be no more inconsist­
ence, in allowing a draw-back upon all paper, used in such 
Schools, and on such, as might be used in printing books, for 
the instruction of the children, taught in them.

I am well aware, of the heavy expense, which would be in.  
curred, by carrying into effect, this salutary measure; but froni 
the benevolent spirit, which is now awakened, throughout thé 
country, and the number of Schools, which are established, and 
establishing, no doubt, but if the Society were to open a cor .  
respondence with them, they would all contribute, towards so 
desirable a project— either by forwarding immediate subacrip, 
tions, or by undertaking to purchase, a certain number of copies, 
of such books as might be printed.

To render the laudable exertions of the Society, more generally
oyjerative, I would most respectfully submit^ to the consider^?
*' t , , « * '

i



tion o f  the Committee,  the propriety of  opening a correspond* 
ence with all the different charitable Insti tutions, for purposes 
of education, in this c o u n t ry ;  requiring of them, the manner 
in which the Insti tution, is supported— the number of  scholars 
under tuition— the plan of  teaching pursued, and to what ex.  
tent—-accounts of, what might be considered, improvements in 
the mode of teaching, with all other such information, as it  
might be thought useful to the cause, to publish : and also the 
proprie ty ,  of rhe Society appointing inspectors, to visit the dif­
ferent  Schools, annually, and from their observations, to make 
reports ,  of the general state of education in I r e la n d ;  the visitors 
to point out, to the superintendants, of the Schools, all such 
improvements, as they might think useful, and with candor 
and sincerity, to remark, upon what they might conceive, to be 
negligence, 01 erroneous conduct,  in the management of the 
Schools. The Society publishing a general Statement annual ly , 
containing all such information, as might be useful to the cause of 
eduction at large, and transmitting the same, to the different 
Schools, which should be paid for by them individually. By 
this means, all important and necessary information, would be 
concentrated into one focus, and from thence transmitted to 
every part  of  the nation. ^

I  am fully aware, that if such inspectors were to be paid, 
the funds of the Society might be inadequate thereto, bu t  I  
would hope, that some public spirited gentlemen, of independ­
ent  fortune, might be found, who would qualify themselves for 
the task, and combine it with curiosity for seeing the country ,  
and that  whilst they were making the tour o f  their own coun- 
t ry ,  gratifying and instructing themselves, they might render 
to the community, an eminently valuable, and useful piece of  
service.

I  have the honor to be,
J .  D. J a c k s o n , Esq. Sec. Sir,

&c, &c. Y o u r  most obedient Servant,
M oses D awson ,
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A P P E N D IX ,

A Table o f the Names, &c. o f the young Men who have

4>rûss»
Name.

Commenced
attending.

James Maze. Feb, 2nd,— 1814. 

Daniel Horan. Feb. 3rd,— 1814.I w

Joseph Flynn. Feb. 7th,— } 8 l4 .

Wrc. Spence. May 12th,— 1814.

Left School*street. Recommended by

Feb. 26th,-— 1814, 

Feb. 56th,— 1814.

March 22nd,— J814.

May 28th,— 1814.

Mrs. Brownlow. 

Governors o f School,

Committee o f School.

Lady O’Brien.

g ^ T h e r e  have been several other young men admitted, who re- 
aiained in the Seminary for a short time receiving instruction, whose 
Bames it is not thought necessary to specify, as they could not be said 
to  be trained therein. There are at present some others in training, 
and it is expected that as the usefulness of this School for Masters, be­
comes more known in the country, local associations and individuals 
patronising Schools will more generally avail themselves of it.
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N o . 4 .

been trained as xYIasters in the Seminary of the Society.

For what School.

N
um

be
r 

o
f 

C
hi

ld
re

n.

M
al

e.

F
em

al
e.

W
he

n
es

ta
bl

is
he

d.

A
ge

. When com- 
nienced  

teaching.
R eligion.

4J C •

S  g  5 

ô'*>~

Lurgan, Armagh. 160 Yes, N o, 1814 26 1811. Protestant.
Fraucis-st. CharitySchool. 100 Yes, No, 36 May 1799. Catholic.

f  K nocknagor }  
< Free-School, near > 
c  Gilford. J

60 Yes, Yes, 1798 19 Feb. 1814. Protestant. Yes.

Ennis. 160 Yes, No, 1314 c23 May 1810. Protestant. Y es;

£3“ Those wishing to introduce young Men into this Seminary to
be trained, will be pleased to forward their recommendations of them,
addressed to J. D. Jackson, Secretary, School-street, Dublin, or to any
Member of the Committee. Their Addresses will be found in the 
Report.

I
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A P P E N D I X ,  No. V.

T he inestimable benefits, both of a public, and private ns«. 
éure, which would result, from the general diffusion of Educa­
tion, have been so strikingly, and so elequently described, 
by  one of  the chief ornaments of the Irish Bar, that the Com­
mittee conceive, they cannot better consult the interest of the 
Society, or more effectually, promotè the views of their pre­
decessors, iu the latter part of their Report,  than by publish­
ing  in this appendix, the most correct report,  they have been 
able to procure, of what fell from the distinguished and pa­
triotic advocate, who moved the second Resolution, at the late 
General Meeting. After the first Resolútion had been past 
and carried, Peter Burrowes, Esq. rose, and addressed Mr, 
Knox, as follows :

M r .  C h a i r m a n *,

N o  man possessing a ray of reason, dr a spark of benevo­
lence, could hear the report which has been now read, without 
being interested in the subject, without feeling the warmest 
«•ratitude towards those excellent men, who have prepared it. 
The subject is at all times and in all countries interesting— in 
©ur own country it is peculiarly so.

I t  can sctirÊely be considered-as national vanity '  for it most 
certainly is national reproach, to assert, that there never has 
existed a  country for which nature has done so much, and In ­
stitution so little, as Ireland. Without  tearing open wound* 
which every good man would rather cover and conceal— without 
seeking for the causes of our degradation, in a retrospect cal­
culated by the irritation it might cause, to reproduce the very 
evils we deplore, we can discover the principal and proximate 
cause in a disease, which, however inveterate, is not incurable. 
Our Committee, whose admirable report has been heard 
with such delight, have laid before us in one view, both the 
oisease and the remedy.— Ignorance, and consequent irréligion, 
have disfigured the noblest work of Cod,  and they have made 
a  glorious effort— a successful effort if well seconded, to raise 
inan from the mire, in which he grovels,— to render the bounty 
of heaven available to him. This is genuine patriotism—thifl 
is enlightened self-love— this is to pursue the noblest end by the 
most suitable means— this is; to attack the disease at its very 
root— this is to confer the highest services, and to receire tiie

\
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nlost gratifying reward ,— not  the clamorous and revocable gra­
titude of a capricious multitude, — but  the exhilirating spectacle 
of a nation rapidly improving in morals, industry and religion.

Our  sheep, our oxen, our horses, our very swine, are deem­
ed  objects, worthy of the most anxious cultivation. Societies 
are  inst ituted— Committees are formed to investigate their qua­
lities— to improve their breed— I might almost say,— to educate 
them.— Do I say this, to blame i t?  N o !  It is laudable— it is 
good husbandry—it is a subordinate degree of patriotism.— But 
can it  be wise— can it be ju s t ,— to cultivate the brute, avid to 
neglect  the man ; — this would be, not only to sin againt reason 
and religion, but to violate the calculations of the most sordid 

'  in teres t .— I t  requires but  a very slight effort indeed of reason, 
to  discover, that the produce and security of estates, depend 
principally upon the human animal. I f  he be idle, vicious, and 
dishonest,  our soil will be ba rren— or its produce will be plun­
dered— the gibbet may thin the land, but  it cannot  fertilize it.

T he  despot  may tell us, he will enact  wise laws, and com­
pel universal obedience to them.— Is he aware of the weakness 
and  perversity of human nature ? Vain and presumptuous man ! 
to  hope that  he shall effectuate, what even the eternal  sanc­
t ions,  announced by the A l m i g h t y  fail to effect.—The dema­
gogue will say, give the people privileges ;— give them perfect  
l iber ty ,  and they will soon become rational, industrious and 
happy— preposterous inversion of the laws of nature ! Educa­
tion is the cause, no t  the effect of freedom ;— the finest con­
sti tution,  in the power  of human wisdom to devise, could not  
be worn by savages brutalised by vice,, and ignorance ;— the 
most admirable laws, with such a people, would be a dead fet­
ter. As well might we, commit the arms of a warrior , into the 
hands of an infant, for self-defence ;— but  education,  improv­
ing the moral character  of man, not  only fits him for liberty, 
b u t  ascertains its at tainment.— A moral and enlightened peo­
ple ,  could not  be slaves. I t  is moral ly— it is physically im­
possible.

L e t  no t  then,  despair of success, chill tha t  benevolent a r ­
dour  which actuates ou,r Committee.— They have not succeeded 
to  the extent  of their hopes— Men are more prompt to praise than 
to  co-operate.  But how are  we to estimate such barren praise? 
— W h a t  are we to th ink  of  the individual, who can be indif­
ferent in such a cause— who can contemplate  the glorious work  
in  operation, admit  its utili ty,  and ye t  refuse to lend his aid, 
to  carry it  forward ?— Alas ! the convincing report ,  we have 
ju s t  heard read,  establishes the justness  of the reproach ;— with 
what lamentably inadequate means, have your  Committee had

F



to  struggle— and yet,  what extensive good have they net  already 
done ? The paltry pittance of ^€240 is doled out for such an  
object— in 12 months— for the E d u c a t i o n  o f  I i i k l a n d ! Such 
is the mortifying acknowledgement. But let them not despair— 
let them recollect that though trite truisms, however important, 
are often Wrard without interest— without motion ; yet,  the 
effort ought to be continued— the benevolent truism ought to 
be repeated and inculcated— sound theory, sooner or later,  
will ripen into practice——there is no telling the moment, when 
wealth and power, shall receive an active impulse from bene­
volence and wisdom, and shall obey the dictates of their own 
true interest— it may be to-morrow— it may be the next day—  
it may be postponed for years— but it is so certain that it will 
a t  some time o icur—so probable that it will soon occur— and 
of  such immeasurable value when it shall occur, that our 
Committee, may continue their labours with a perfect con­
fidence, that they will terminate in success— of which the inter­
est they have this day excited, gives the surest earnest. I  there­
fore move you, Sir,

That  we remain unshaken in our conviction, of the great ad­
vantages which must result from diffusing throughout Ireland, 
a  zcell.^rdered System of Education, which, combining Econo- 
my of time and money, with due attention to M orals, Clean­
liness* and Discipline, shall be completely divested o f becta. 
rian Distinctions in every pari o f the Arrangem ent ; and that 
we are now fu l ly  satisfied of the practicability of carrying such 
a System into effect.”

42
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A P P E N D I X ,  No. V i .

T h e  Society will most willingly dispose of  their books,  sf«v 
.tionary, &c. to Schools of every description, without any dis­
t inc t ion ,  on account of the peculiar manner in which such 
Schools, may be conducted ; but being desirous of obtaining 
the most accurate  information, upon the general state of in ­
struction. in this country, in order to enable them to adopt the 
best practicable means u  for promoting the education of thf' 
P o o r  o f  / r e l a n d ,”  most earnestly request,  that all persons ao- 
plying for articles disposed of by them, at reduced prices, may 
send answers, in writing, to the foPowing queries, with such 
o ther  information, respecting the circumstances of their Schools, 
and the ^situation of  the neighbouring poor,  as they may deem 
useful.

QUERIES.

1. W H A T  is the name of the  School ?
*

2. In  what Parish and County ?

3. W hat  is the nearest Pos t -T ow n  ?
• V

4. When was the School established ?

, C M ale?
5. l io w  many Scholars, 3

( F e r a a l t ?

6. U n d e r  whose direction is the  School placed ? W h e ­
ther  of  an individual or Committee ? State the 
names.

7. H ow many masters and mistresses are paid, and {
what is the amount of their Salaries? (

8. W h a t  is the probable  annual  income ? State how £
it arises. f

0. Do the scholars pay any thing for their  education ; Í 
jf  so, what sums weekly,  or quarterly  ? ^

p 3
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10. Is the School held daily, weekly, or otherwise ?

11. Are the ^Acred Scriptures, used in the School,
and if so, has the edition used, any Note or Com­
ment ?

12. W hat  other books, are used in the School, for C
the purpose of instruction ? {

13. Is any Catechism taught in the School ? if any, 4
what ? C

| 4 .  Is there any distinction, on account of religious f
opinions, in managers, instructors^ or scholars ? \  *

V



LIST
OF

D O N A T IO N S A N D  SU BSC R IPTIO N S.

Names» Residence.

11
2
2

32
20
20

Ambrose,  W .  S. Esq.  College-green, 
A lexander,  R o b e r t  Esq. Sackville-street,  11 
A llen ,  Edward Esq. Bridge-street,  22 
Aust in ,  t^ev. Dr.  Middleton ,  11
Bonham , Jo h n  Esq. England, 11
Bei lby ,  William Esq. Hardwicke-street ,  11 
B ro p hy ,  Pe ter  Esq. Abbey-street,  
Barr ington,  John  Esq. Britain-street,  
Barr ington ,  Will iam Esq. Fleet .s t reet ,  
Bewley, Samuel Esq.  Suffolk-street,  
C loncurry ,  L o rd ,  County Kildare,  
Colthurst,  Sir Nicholas Cork ,
Chris ty ,  Jam es  Esq. Stramore,
Corbett ,  Francis  Esq. M ountjoy .square ,  
C ionbrook ,  L o rd ,  11
Digby,  Thomas Esq. G .  M o u n t  Pleasant, 1 
Dawson ,  Will iam Esq. Stramore, 11
D isney ,  Will iam Esq.  Black Rock ,  11 
D e  Vesci,  Viscount, Merrion-square ,  
E wing ,  George  E9q. Dublin, 1
Evans,  Hamden,  Esq.  N. G t .  Georges’-st. 2 
Ensor ,  George  Esq. Ardres ,  Cof Armagh, 2 
English,  Will iam Esq. Meath-street ,
F y a n ,  R o b e r t  Esq. Ushers’.Quay .  2
F lo od ,  P a t r ick  Esq. Lower  Mount-s treet ,  1 
Fay le ,  Jo sh u a ,E sq .G ree n -M t .  Co. Dublin,  2 
F a y le ,  R ober t  Esq. Thomas-street ,
Fos te r ,  J .  L. Esq. Merr ion-square ,  
Guinness, A r thu r  Esq. Jam es’s Gate ,  
Guinness, Benjamin Esq. di t to ,
Guinness,  W .  L .  Esq.  di tto ,
JIaughtoDj Edward^ Esq. Dublin^

Donation«, 
including Sub­
scriptions to 
1813.
j€ .  s . D .
1 2  9

7  6 
5 6
7 6
7  ̂ 6 
7 6
7 6 
5 6
5 6
5 6
0  0  
0  0  

022  15

7 
2 
7 
7

42  15 
2 
2 
5

5 
2  
5

11 ' 7
22  15

6
9
6
6
0
9
9
6

6
9
6

6
0

Subscription* 
fo r  the year 
1813.

S .  D. 

2  5 6

2  5 6
1 2  9
2  5 6

1 2  9 

1 2  9

1 2  9

2 5 6

1 3 f t
2 5 6
1 2  9

2  5 6
2  5 6
2  5 6

11 7 6
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Donations, in•

êïames, IUsidencGm eluding Sub-
script ions to 
18 i:i. 

s. 0.
Hutton ,  Rev. Joseph ,  Dublin, \ \  7  6
Hoaro,  Rev. W .  Limerick, 1 2  9
Hamil ton,  Archbakl E*q. D«»mnirk.street, 1 ]o  0
Harding,  Rev. Thos. Hard wicke„street, 1 2  9
Hogan,  W. C. Esq. ïW k.S tre i - t ,  1 2  9
Harding, W m. Esq. L o n er  Mount .s t reet ,  1 2  9
Johns ton ,  Doctor,  New.s treet ,  l 2  9
Ja c k s o n ,  Joseph Esq. Bnd^e.^ treet ,  5 0  0
Jack so n ,  J .  D. Esq, Let*soiu»rre**t, 5 0  0
K avanagh ,W . Esq. Burris,Co. Kilkenny, 1 1 7 6
K e l le t t ,  Rev.  W m . Moynall)  Co. Cavan, i 2  9 
Latouche & Co R t .  Hon. David, Bank, 50 0  0  
Latouche,  Pe ter  Olgges, Esq. di tto, 13 13 0
Latouche, Pe ter ,  Jun .  E*q. ditto, 4  11 0
Latouche,  George, Esq. ditto, 4 11 0
Latouche, John  David, Esq. ditto,
Latouche,  Jam.es Uigges, Esq. di tto,
Lefroy ,  Thomas Esq, I^eson .  street,
Monsell ,  William Esq. Merr ion.square ,
Manning,  William, Esq.
Maxwell ,  Hamilton Esq# Dublin,
Maguire,  Alexander Esq. Bolton.street ,
Alolloy, J .  S. Esq. Capel-street,
M ’Donnell,  Randal  Esq. Allen’s Court ,

Magrath, Mrs. ditto,
Magrath, Miss. ditto,
Maquay, J. L. Esq. Fitzvvilliam-street, 
Norris, Berry Esq. AJohill, Co. Leitrim, 
Napper, William, Esq.
Newport, Sir John, Bart.
Orpen, R. J. Esq. Frederick-street, 
Orpen, E. H. Esq. ditto,
Orpen, T. IL Esq. ditto,
O’Brien, Lady, Dromoland, Co. Clare, 
O’Brien, Sir Edward, Bart, ditto, 
Pomeroy, Rev. John, Merrion.square, 
Purser, John Esq James’s.street, 
Parnell, Thomas Esq. Merrion-square, 
Perrin, James Esq. Jun. Abbey.street, 
Piaij Thffinas Esq. William-street5

11 7 6
22 15 8

2 5 6
, * 5 6

2 5 6
1 2 9

U 7 6
21 2 9
12 5 6
12 5 6
22 15 0
• 1 2 9

1 2 9

11 7 6
1 2 9
1 2 9
2 5 6
1 2 9
1 2 9
5 Q 0

22 15 0
2 5 G

Subscription# 
fo r  th( ijiar 
181ó .

£ ,  S. D.

1 10 v0

1 2 9
1 2 9
1 2 9

1 2  9 

J 2 9

2 6 5
2 5 6
2 '  6 6
1 2  9
1 2  9 
I  2 9

1 2  9
2 5 6

1 2 9

1 2 9
2 5 6
2 5 6

2 5 6

1 2  9 
1 2  9

1 2  9
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ffasncs* Residence•
Donations, in­ Subscript Î0719
cluding <Sub' for the year
sniptiitns to 1813.
181 i.

S. D . £ . S. D

Phelps,  Wilcocks Esq. Capel-street, 2 5 6
Southwell,  Lord, County Louth, 30 0 0
S. C. Ksq. 2 5 6
Singer, P. Æ  Ksq. T^mple-street, 1 2 9
Stewart,  Isaac Ksq. Batchelors’-walk, 11 7 6 1 2 9
Schoul«*s, Jo h n  K>q l^eeson.street, 1 2 9 1 2 9
Swete, Rev.  Benjamin. Cork, 1 0 0
Scott,  James Ksq. Merr imusquare , 5 13 9
Tighe,  W. Ksq. Wood*to( k,Co. Kilkenny ,2 2 15 0
Trevor ,  Alderman Hugh, L* eson-street.> H 7 6
Thompson, F.  Ksq. Merrion-square, 1 2 9
Trench,  Mrs.  F. ditto, I t 9
Tighe, R. S, Esq. County Westmeath, 11 7 6
Turn ly ,  Francis Ksq. Belfast, 20 0 0
Thorpe ,  Doctor. Middle Gardiner .s t ree t , 1 2 9 1 2 9
Todhun te r ,  William Ksq. Holles-street, , 2 5 6 2 5 6
W eld ,  Isaac, Ksq. J u n .  Dublin, 11 7 6
W a r r e n ,  K. B. Ksq. Lower Mount-sfreet,  1 2 9 1 2 9
W a r re n ,  Rev. Robert ,  Cork, 11 7 6
Will iams, Grirtith Ksq. Crarapton-conrt , 1 2 9
Wicklow, G rand  Jury of Spring Assizes,

101813. 11 0

J im s ,  Printer, 40, Soutk Great Ge#rgeVsSre*t
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