
R E L I E F  COMMISSION,
10 VIC., CAP. 7.

--------------------------------------------  i
Page.

P A R T  I. A n A c t  f o r  t h e  T e m p o r a r y  R e l i e f  o f  D e s t i t u t e

P e r s o n s  i n  I r e l a n d  ( 1 0  Vic., C a p . 7 ) ,  . . 3

P A R T  I I .— L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  

H o m e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  t o  I I i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  

L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t ,  . . . . 1 1

P A R T  I I I — L e t t e r  f r o m  C . E . T r e v e l y a n ,  E sq., t o  t h e  R e 

l i e f  C o m m is s io n e r s ,  . . . . 1 6

G e n e r a l  O r d e r  o f  t h e  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t , a p 

p o i n t i n g  M e m b e r s  o f  e a c h  R e l i e f  C o m m it t e e , 

c o n s t it u t e d  b y  A c t  10  V i c . ,  C a p . 7 , . . 2 4

P A R T  I V — R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  R e l i e f  C o m m i t t e e s ,  . . 2 5

M e m o r a n d u m  o f  t h e  D u t ie s  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  b y  

R e l i e f  C o m m it t e e s , a t  t h e i r  F ir s t  M e e t in g s , . 3 2

P A R I  V — R u l e s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e s ,  . 3 3

M e m o r a n d u m  o f  t h e  D u t ie s  t o  b e  p e r f o r m e d  a t  

t h e  F ir s t  M e e t in g s  o f  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e s , . 4 7

D U B L I N :
P R IN T E D  B Y  A L E X A N D E R  TH O M , 87, A B B E Y -S T R E E T ,

FOr V í ER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE.

1847.



f - O ’

7 \ \  
< \ i  j

.

r

if - ^



Part I.

^Temporary Mrlicf of Bestiiutc Uevsons in ïrrtan* .

1 »*mr
10 VIC., CAP. VII.

A n A ct for th e  T em porary  R e lie f o f D es titu te  P ersons 

in Ireland . \_Passed 2Gtli February, 1847.]

Whereas an Act was passed in tlie last Session of Parliament, 
intituled A n  Act to facilitate the Employment oJ~ the labouring 9 and lOVk-t., 
Poor fo r  a limited Period in  the distressed Districts in Ireland; c*107- 
but by reason of the great increase of destitution sufficient 
relief cannot be given according to the provisions of the said 
Act, and it is necessary to make further provision for thq 
relief of the destitute poor in Ireland  for a limited time : and 
whereas the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland  has appointed cer
tain persons, by the title of Commissioners for Relief of 
Destitution in Ireland: Be it enacted by the Queens most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, That Relief Conjmis- 
tlie said Commissioners, hereinafter called Relief Commis- b^theYorÎi"^^ 
sioners, or such persons as shall be hereafter from time to time tenant, to super! 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to act as such Relief Com- ÎLnofthb a"CU‘ 
missioners, shall have authority to superintend the execution to appoint officers 
•of this Act, and shall appoint, subject to the approval of the îî£
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, a sufficient number of persons to sanctioned by the 
be Inspectors, for the purposes hereinafter mentioned, and also Trcasur>* 
a Secretary, and such officers and servants as shall be neces
sary for the due execution of this Act, and may from time to 
time, a t their pleasure, remove any Inspector, Secretary, 
officer, or servant so appointed, and may pay and allow to 
such Inspectors, Secretary, officers, and servants, such salaries, 
wages, and allowances, and defray such other expences neces
sarily incurred in the execution of this Act, as shall be from 
time to time sanctioned by the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury.

II. And be it enacted, That the names of the persons Appointment of 
already appointed Relief Commissioners shall be published in 2on^c*“ nito 
the Dublin Gazette before they begin to act in the execution of be published in 
this A ct; and whenever any person shall be hereafter ap- the Gazeti‘‘‘ 
pointed, or shall cease to be a Relief Commissioner or Inspector,
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Relief Commit
tees to be formed 
under orders from 
the Lord Lieu
tenant.

Justices, Guar
dians, &c., to be 
members of such 
Committee.

Relief Committee 
discontinued after 
Nov. 1.

Power to Relief 
and Finance 
Committees to 
appoint Assis
tants, &c. 
Salaries, &c., to 
bo charged upon 
the rates.

Inspectors of 
Unions and Elec
toral Divisions to 
bo appointed by 
Relief Commis
sioners.

Lord Lieutenant 
to appoint Fi- 
nanceCommittees 
in every Union in 
which this Act 
shall be in force.

notice thereof shall in each case be published in the Ditblin
Gazette.

III . And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland  to give orders for the constitution of a 
Relief Committee in any one or more Electoral Divisions of an 
Union formed for the relief of the destitute poor in Ireland  in 
which it shall appear to him that this Act should be put in force, 
and such Relief Committee shall be constituted of such persons, 
or in such manner as the Lord Lieutenant, by any general order 
or orders to be from time to time published in the Dublin Gazette, 
or by any special order applicable to the peculiar circum
stances of any one or more such Unions or Electoral Divisions, 
and to be published in the Dublin Gazette, shall from time to 
direct: Provided always, that the Justices resident in such 
Electoral Divisions, if any, and the Guardian or Guardians of 
the poor elected for such Electoral Divisions, and one of the 
Inspectors to be appointed as aforesaid by the Relief Commis
sioners, shall in every case be constituted members of such 
Relief Committee : Provided also, that no Relief Committee 
constituted under this Act shall be continued after the first 
day of November in this year, unless for the purpose of settling 
and closing their accounts.

IV. And be it enacted, That every Relief Committee or 
Finance Committee constituted under this Act shall appoint so 
many assistants and servants, and at such salaries and allow
ances, as shall be sanctioned by the Relief Commissioners, on 
the report and recommendation of the Inspector who is upon 
such Committee, and all such salaries and allowances shall be 
a charge upon the rates to be made and levied for the pur
poses of this Act.

V. And be it enacted, That whenever this Act shall be put 
in force in any such Union the Relief Commissioners shall 
appoint an Inspector to act for such Union, who shall be 
deemed to be also the Inspector for each Electoral Division of 
such Union, unless it shall appear expedient to the Lord 
Lieutenant that an Inspector shall be appointed to act specially 
for any one or more such Electoral Divisions, in which case 
such appointment shall be made accordingly.

And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord 
Lieutenant oi Ireland, in every case in which it shall appear 
to him expedient, to appoint, in every Union in which this 
Act shall be in force, a Finance Committee, which shall con
sist of the Inspector to be appointed as aforesaid by the Relief 
Commissioners for such Union, and of such Justices resident 
in the Union, or Guardians elected for the Union, or such 
other persons as the Lord Lieutenant shall think fit, not being 
less than two and not more than four persons in addition to 
such Inspector, and from time to time to dissolve any such 
Finance Committee and appoint another instead thereof, or 
where an Inspector shall have been specially appointed for 
one or moro Electoral Divisions of an Union it shall be
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lawful for the Lord Lieutenant to appoint such Finance Com
mittee specially for such Electoral Division or Divisions, ancl 
in such case the Inspector to be appointed specially as afore
said for such Electoral Division or Divisions shall be a mem
ber of the Finance Committee to be appointed for such 
Division or Divisions.

V II. And be it enacted, That in every Union in which List» of persons 
this Act shall be in force the several Relief Committees sh a ll t0 bo relieved to 
irom time to time make out lists of persons to be relieved estimates to be 
under the provisions of this Act within each Electoral Division ümeTo time0™ 
for which they severally act, according to such regulations ReHefcôm-’ 7 
and instructions as shall be from time to time issued°to them mittces* 
for their guidance by the said Relief Commissioners, with 
estimates of the sums which shall appear to them to be needed 
from time to time to defray the necessary expences for the 
purchase, preparation, distribution, or sale of food, and such 
other relief as they shall be authorized by any such regula
tions or instructions to afford, and for providing and fitting 
up the necessary buildings and cooking utensils, and for pay^ 
ment of the persons employed in the purchase, preparation, dis
tribution, or sale of food and relief as aforesaid, and shall from 
time to time send every such list and estimate to the Finance 
Committee acting for the Union or for such Electoral Division 
or Divisions, and shall state to the Finance Committee the 
time or times when in their opinion any such sum or any 
part thereof will be needed.

V III. And be it enacted, That the Finance Committee shall Power to Finance 
examine such lists and estimates, and shall have authority to S ïïS ÎÏS u  a«d 
revise and amend the same, in any manner which shall appear estilDates, and 
to them expedient, and they, or two of them, of whom the In- î “i 5 2 ^ ? me 
spector shall be one, shall allow and sign every such amended 
list and estimate, and thereupon the Inspector of the Union, or 
Electoral Division or Divisions (as the case may be), shall re
port the amount of each allowed estimate to the Lord Lieuten
ant of Ireland, and the time or times when any such sum or any 
part thereof will be needed, and thereupon it shall be lawful for 
the Lord Lieutenant to cause a warrant to be issued under the Lord Lieutenant 
hand of his Chief Secretary, Under Secretary, or Assistant Sec- \°0 oSIX™ 
retary, for the amount thereof, or such proportion thereof as the defray expenses 
Lord Lieutenant shall approve, directed to the Guardians of the Sbid “  
Poor for the Union to which such Electoral Division or Divi- 1 & 2 Vict- e. 56. 
sions may belong, requiring the Guardians, out of the monies 
collected for defraying the expenses incurred in the execution 
of an Act passed in the second year of the reign of Her 
Majesty, intituled A n  Act fo r  the more effectual Belief o f the 
destitute^ Poor in  Ireland, to pay to such person as shall be 
named in the w arrant to receive the same, on behalf of the 
Finance Committee acting for such Union, Electoral Division 
or Divisions, within a time or times to be mentioned in the 
warrant, the sum of money mentioned therein, such sum not 
being greater than the proportion of the amount set forth in
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tjifiardians to col
lect the money 
required with 
Poor Rates.

Any rate made 
for the purposes 
of this Act to bo 
doemed a rate 
made under the 
last recited Act.

I f  Guardians
neglect or refuse 
to pay money au
thorized by this 
Act, Poor Law 
Commissioners 
may dissolve the 
Board, and 
appoint paid 
ottieers to carry 
the same into 
execution*

the estimate allowed and signed as aforesaid, which shall be 
specified by any regulations to be from time to time made by 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and that the 
Guardians shall pay over the said sum to the person men
tioned in any such warrant, within the time or times men
tioned therein,

IX. And be it enacted, That the Guardians of any Union 
to whom any such warrant shall be directed shall pay the 
sum mentioned in the warrant, within the time or times 
mentioned therein, out of any monies in their hands col
lected for defraying the expenses of the last-recited Act, or so 
much of the sum mentioned in the warrant as the monies in 
their hands shall amount to ; and if there be no such money 
in their hands, or an insufficient sum, they shall levy the sum 
required as a part of the rates to be made and levied for 
defraying the expenses of the last-recited Act, and for that 
purpose shall proceed in the same manner and have the same 
powers, remedies, and privileges as are provided by the Acts 
in force for relief of the destitute poor in Ireland for levying 
money for defraying the expenses of the last-recited Act, and 
from time to time shall pay over the sums so collected to the 
person mentioned in the warrant ; and any rate made and 
levied for the purposes of this Act shall be deemed a rate 
made and levied for defraying the expences of the last-recited 
Act, and the same persons shall be liable, and the same here
ditaments rateable thereunto, and all the provisions of the 
Acts in force for relief of the destitute poor in Ireland  shall 
apply to the rates so made and levied as if they were made 
and levied under the authority of the last-recited Act, and 
the receipt of the person named in the warrant shall be a 
sufficient discharge to the Guardians for the sum so paid by 
them, and shall be allowed as such in auditing and passing 
their accounts.

X. And.be it enacted, That if the Guardians shall refuse or 
wilfully neglect to pay the sum mentioned in any such war
rant, out of any monies in their hands as aforesaid, or to pro
cure payment thereof to be made by any of the ways and 
means authorized by this Act, or, where such monies shall be 
insufficient, if they shall refuse or wilfully neglect to make 
and levy such rate as aforesaid, so that the sum mentioned in 
the warrant shall not be paid to the person mentioned in the 
warrant, within the time or times mentioned therein, or if the 
said Guardians shall fail in any respect duly and efficiently 
to discharge their duties in the execution of this Act, it shall 
be lawful for the Commissioners appointed for carrying into 
execution the said Act of the second year of the reign of H er 
Majesty, to declare such Board of Guardians to be dissolved, 
and thereupon to appoint such and so many paid officers as 
they may think fit to carry into execution the Acts in force 
for the time being for the relief of the destitute poor in Ire
land, and this Act, and from time to time to revoke and <Ie-



termine any such appointment, and from time to time as they 
shall see fit, to define and direct the execution of the duties 
of such officers, and the amount and nature of the security to 
be given by such of them as the last-mentioned Commissioners 
shall think ought to give security, and to regulate the amount 
of salaries payable to such officers respectively, and the time 
and mode of payment thereof, and such salaries shall be 
chargeable on and payable out of the rates levied for the relief 
of the destitute poor of such Union, and all officers so appoint
ed, shall continue to hold their offices during the continuance 
of this Act, unless their appointment shall be sooner revoked 
and determined by the last-mentioned Commissioners.

XI. And be it enacted, That as soon as may be after mak- After any raid 
ing any rate for the purposes of this Act, the Guardians shall h e t^o fth e  
give notice in one or more newspapers usually circulating in amount, and 
the County, of the amount of such rate, and of the time when &îcn pa3able' 
it will be payable, and of the place where the book containing
the particulars of such rate may be inspected by the rate
payers.

X II. And be it enacted, That the sums so paid over to the Monies to b« paid 
person mentioned in any such warrant, on behalf of the Fin- Î? Reli.ci

r \  C  T T  • ,  1  T V .  .  .  Committees, ornance Committee ot any Union, Electoral Division or Divi- expended in 
sions, and also all sums which shall be raised by voluntary thom!ascS f°r 
contributions, shall be cither paid over to the Relief Com
mittee of the Electoral Division or Divisions on account of 
which they were severally demanded) at such times and in 
such manner as shall be directed by any instructions or regu
lations to be from time to time issued to them by the Relief 
Commissioners, or shall be employed by the said Finance 
Committee, pursuant to the like instructions and regulations, 
in procuring such food and necessaries as may be needed by 
any such Relief Committee, for enabling them most effectu
ally to carry out the purposes of this Act.

X III. And be it enacted, That the saidRclief Commissioners, charges may i»« 
with the sanction of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, shall be ti-een tĥ Um̂ it 
empowered from time to time to direct whether the whole or and the several 
any part of the sum mentioned in any such warrant so issued Divisi’oni, with 
on behalf of any Electoral Division shall be borne by and lhe sr*nction of 
charged exclusively against such Electoral Division, or Lieutenant, 
whether the whole or any part thereof shall be borne by and
charged against the whole Union; and the Guardians shall 
charge the whole Union, and the several Electoral Divisions, 
accordingly; and in the absence of any directions by the said 
Relief Commissioners, the whole sum for which any such war* 
rant shall issue on behalf of any Electoral Division shall be 
borne by and charged against such Electoral Division exclu
sively; and whenever any such directions shall be made, 
directing that the whole or any j art of any sum mentioned in 
any such warrant shall be charged against the whole Union, 
such directions shall be annexed to the warrant, and sent to 
the Guardians therewith*

I



certify‘to the TT X IV ‘ A n,(1 be enacted, That the Inspector of any such
Relief Commis- U m on or .electoral D iv ision  or D iv ision s shall, from tim e to
amounu'to be time’ cert*fy,under his ^ n d  to the Relief Commissioners the
levied, and the am ount o f th e  several sum s m entioned  in  such allow ed  esti-
sumspai . m ates, and also the severa l am ounts for th e  le v y  o f w h ich  th e  

Guardians sh a ll h ave  proceeded tow ard m aking rates, and th e
actual am ounts w hich  shall h ave been paid  pursuant to th e
said  warrants.

I r a  , XV- A*d whereas it is expedient to give facilities for the
to bomarto advance of money on the credit of rates which are in coarse of
Relief Comm is- collection, or w hich  are to be m ade ; be it  enacted, T hat i t
loanHnthT111 law ful for tIie Com™ issioners o f H er M ajesty’s T rea-
credit of rates in Sl*ry> or an y  three or m ore o f them , to cause to be issued as a  
~ n l ^ g ^ m p o ra ry  advance, from tim e to tim e, a t a n y  tim e before th e  

nrst day ot October in this year, as they may find necessary 
out of the growing produce of the Consolidated Fund of thé 
United Kingdom of Great Britain  and Ireland, any sum or 
sums of money, not exceeding three hundred thousand pounds 
by way of imprest, to the said Relief Commissioners for the 
execution of this Act, to be hy them applied by way of loan 
on the security of the rates made or to be made as hereinafter 
provided, for the purposes of this Act ; and all such sums of
T>10r 8J n lia11 rePa' d to tIie Consolidated Fund by the said 
Relief Commissioners, in such manner as the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury may direct, from and out of the 
rates to be levied in the Union on behalf of which such loan 
shall have been made.

Guardian*shall r  X ^ L AnJ  ,ifc enacted, That as soon as any Board of
have resolved U u a r a i a n s  s h a l l  h a v e  r e s o lv e d  o n  m a k i n g  a n y  r a t e  fo r  t h e
ReiTef Commis-6’ PurP°ses of this Act, and the Inspector of the Union shall 
sioners may grant have certified under his hand to the Relief Commissioners that 
cTeditofthcsame. resolution has been passed, and that to the best of his 

belief the Guardians are proceeding with all possible despatch 
to make and levy such rate, the Relief Commissioners may, if 
they shall think fit, make such loans 011 the credit of the rates 
so about to be made as shall be authorized by the Commis
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury.

repayment of x  VII. And be it enacted, That the amount of any such loan, 
loans. or any proportion thereof which the Relief Commissioners

shall think fit to advance, from time to time, shall be paid by 
the said Relief Commissioners to the person mentioned in the 
warrant to receive money on behalf of the Finance Committee 

the Lnion, Mectoral Division or Divisions, on whose behalf 
such m on ey  is to  be paid, to be b y  them  applied  in the m anner 
hereinbefore directed as to  th e  sum s received  under an y  such  
w arrant, and thereupon the T reasurer o f the U nion  shall p a y  
to the R elie f Com m issioners the rates lev ied  in such U nion  
excep t such part as he shall be allow ed to retain for th e  other  
purposes o f the A cts in force for the relief o f the destitu te  
poor in Ire la n d , b y  an y  regulations to be from tim e to tim e  
m ade b y  the R e lie f  Com m issioners, u n til the w hole am ount o f
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the loan, or advances made on account of such loan, shall be 
reimbursed to the said Relief Commissioners ; and any Trea
surer of any Union who, after notice of any such loan or ad
vance given to him in writing under the hand of any one of 
the said Relief Commissioners, shall pay away to any person 
other than the person appointed in and by such notice to 
receive the rates on behalf of the Relief Commissioners any 
part of any rate collected in such Union, beyond what lie shall 
have been so allowed to retain by the regulations of the said 
Relief Commissioners, until the whole of such loan or advances 
shall have been reimbursed to the said Relief Commissioners, 
shall be liable to pay to the said Relief Commissioners the 
sum which he shall have so wrongfully paid away ; and in 
case of non-payment thereof it shall be lawful for any Justice 
of the Peace, on complaint of any one of the said Inspectors, 
to levy the amount so wrongfully paid away by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels of such Treasurer ; and the 
receipt of the receiver mentioned in and by such notice shall 
be a sufficient discharge to the Treasurer for so much money 
as shall be paid by him to such receiver, and shall be allowed 
in auditing and passing his accounts.

X V III. And be it enacted, That, on the application of the 0n application
Relief Commissioners, the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s commissioners, 
Treasury shall be empowered to cause to be issued and paid ^ ê ury 
from time to time, as they shall find necessary, out of any aid of rates or 
monies which may be granted for that purpose, any sum or of*
sums of money, under such regulations and conditions as the this Act. 
said Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury shall think fit,
in aid of the rates so 'to  be made as aforesaid or of voluntary 
contributions for the purposes of this Act, and all such monies 
shall be paid over to the Finance Committee of the Union, or 
Electoral Division or Divisions, on account of which it shall 
have been issued, and shall be applied and accounted for in 
like manner as the monies paid pursuant to any warrant as 
aforesaid.

X IX. And be it enacted, That the said Relief Commis- Rules and 
sioners shall be authorized and required from time to time ^ ^ b ^eH ef*  
to make rules and regulations in regard to the proceedings of Commissioners 
any such Finance Committees and Relief Committees, and in JftfcSs XST*"8" 
regard to the making out the lists of destitute persons, the
making or revising and allowing estimates as to relief funds, 
the mode of application for relief, the mode of inquiry into 
the circumstances of the applicants for relief, the description 
of relief to be afforded, and whether by gift or sale, the mode 
of granting, ordering, and giving such relief, the keeping the 
accounts thereof, the security to be given by any person who 
shall receive any monies for the purposes of this Act, the 
making of reports, and such other matters as the said Com
missioners shall deem necessary; and the relief to be furnished Relief to be 
under this Act shall be administered subject to the rules and gutyect^such 
regulations so to be made by the said Relief Commissioners, rules, &c.
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Guardians, 
Officers, and 
Members of 
Relief Commit
tees, &c., not to 
be concerned in 
Contracts while 
in Office.

Produce of .* sles 
to be applied for 
the purposes of 
this Act, subject 
to certain 
regulations.

No Grant or Loan 
to be made by 
the Treasury 
after 1st October.

Interpretation 
of Act.

Act may be 
amended, &c.

XX. And be it enacted, That no Guardian, paid Officer, 
Member of any Finance Committee or Relief Committee under 
this Act, or other person in whose hands the collection of any 
rates, grants, loans, or voluntary contributions, or the providing 
for, ordering, management, control, or direction of the relief 
of the destitute poor, under the provisions of this Act, shall 
or may be placed, shall, either in his own name or the 'name 
of any other person, provide, furnish, or supply for his own 
profit any materials, goods, or provisions for itlie use of the 
destitute poor under this Act during the time for which lie or 
they shall retain such appointment, nor shall be concerned for 
his own profit directly or indirectly in furnishing or supplying 
the same, or in any contract relating thereto, under pain of 
forfeiting the sum of One Hundred Pounds, with full costs of 
suit, to any person who shall sue for the same by action of 
debt or on the case in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record 
at Dublin.

XXL And be it enacted, That when, pursuant to any such 
regulations as aforesaid, any food or necessaries shall have 
been sold under the direction of any Relief Committee, the 
monies arising from such sale shall be applied for the purposes 
of this Act by such Relief Committee, subject to such instruc
tions and regulations as they shall from time to time receive 
in respect thereof from the said Relief Commissioners.

X X II. And be it enacted, That no warrant shall be issued 
under this Act, nor shall any grant or loan be made by the 
Commissioners of H er Majesty’s Treasury in aid of any rates 
to be levied under this Act, after the first day of October in 
this year.

X X III. And be it enacted, That in this Act the words 
“ Lord Lieutenant” shall be construed to extend to any Lords 
Justices, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland.

XXIV. And be it enacted, That this Act m aybe amended 
or repealed by any Act to be passed in this Session of Parlia- 
ment.



Part II.

T E M P O R A R Y  R E L I E F  T O  D E S T I T U T E  P O O R ,
IR E L A N D .

L e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  H o m e  D e p a r t m e n t .

TO HIS EXCELLENCY TH E LORD LIEUTENANT.

Whitehall, 28 January 1847.

M y L o r d ,— I have the  honor to inform you r Excellency, 
th a t  H e r  M ajesty ’s G overnm ent have had  under th e ir consi
deration  the  arrangem ents which it will be necessary to m ake 
in o rder to bring  into operation, a t the earliest period, the 
system  of tem porary  re lie f in Ireland , which it is proposed to  
substitu te for the system  h itherto  adopted  by  means of em
ploym ent on public works. I enclose, for y o u r E xcellency’s 
inform ation, a  copy of the  B ill to be presen ted  to th e  H ouse 
o f Commons, em bodying such of these arrangem en ts as requ ire  
th e  sanction of the Legislature.

A  B oard  will be forthw ith  constitu ted  by your Excellency 
in  D ublin, for th e  general superintendence of the  plan about 
to be adopted. M ajor-G eneral S ir John  F . B urgoyne has 
been selected to preside over th is B oard, and he is now in 
communication w ith the  G overnm ent, w ith a  view to his being 
accurately  inform ed as to  the  existing state  of the country , 
and  as to the  details of th e  in tended m easures of relief. H e  
will proceed in a  few days to D ublin, w ith instructions to 
confer w ith your E xcellency as to the  duties w ith which he is 
to be en trusted , and  to assist in those prelim inary  a rran g e 
m ents which your Excellency will d irect to be made in o rder 
to p repare  for the  new organization for th e  purpose of relief.

In addition to S ir John  B urgoyne, the B oard  will consist 
o f th e  U n d er S ecretary  to th e  L o rd  L ieutenant, the residen t 
P oo r Law  Commissioner, the  Chairm an of the  B oard of 
W or ks, the Inspector-G eneral of the  C onstabulary , and the 
head of the  Com m issariat D epartm en t in Ireland.

T he B oard  will act under directions from H e r M ajesty ’s 
G overnm ent, in communication w ith you r Excellency, and 
instructions as to the issues of money will be addressed to it 
by  the  L ords Commissioners of H er M ajesty’s T reasu ry .
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I t  is intended th a t in every  E lectoral D ivision of the  U nions 
in Ireland, in which it shall appear to you th a t ex trao rd in ary  
m easures of re lie f are required , a  R elief Com m ittee shall be 
established, under instructions to be given for this purpose by  
you r Excellency, who will be en tru sted  w ith a large discretion 
in the  composition of it. I t  is proposed, th a t in all cases the 
guardians or guardian of the  E lectoral D ivision, and the  m a
g is tra tes residen t w ithin it, shall be m em bers of the  R elief 
Com m ittee established in such E lecto ra l D ivision, and your 
Excellency will nom inate the  o ther m em bers from am ong the  
residen t clergy , ra te -payers, or such o ther persons as you 
shall th ink  proper, w ith reference to the  circumstances of each 
case. A  certain  num ber of com petent officers will also bo 
selected by your Excellency, from among those in the  service 
of the Com m issariat or B oard  of W orks, who m ust be ex officio 
m em bers of all R elief Comm ittees, and who m ay be the  me
dium  of communication betw een them  and th e  C en tra l B oard  
in  D ublin. O n the  establishm ent of any  such R elie f Com
m ittee, th e  R elief Com m ittee a t p resen t acting for any  d istrict 
comprised w ithin the  E lectoral D ivision for which th e  new 
R elief Com m ittee will have been constituted, will e ither be 
dissolved or will cease to  act in th a t E lectoral Division.

T he d u ty  of these Comm ittees will be to ascertain, as fa r 
as possible, from tim e to time, the  num ber of destitu te  persons 
w ithin th e  E lectoral Division for whom relief is to be provided : 
w ith reference to th is du ty , instructions will be furn ished to 
them  from the C en tra l Board.

In  o rder to provide the necessary relief, the  Comm ittees 
will be supplied w ith funds from the following sources : F irs t, 
from the  R ates assessed and levied w ithin th e  U nion by  the  
B oard  of G uardians for the  re lie f of the  poor. Secondly, 
from voluntary  subscriptions, e ither local or received from any  
general fund raised  by charitable contributions. T h ird ly , 
from g ran ts  of money from th e  Public T reasu ry , the  am ount 
of which will, as a  general ru le, bear a  certain  proportion to 
the  aggregate  am ount derived from the two form er sources ; 
such proportion, how ever, being varied a t the  discretion of the 
C entral B oard, according to the  exigencies of particu lar cases. 
Y our Excellency will perceive th a t by the  enclosed Bill it is 
proposed to ren d er the  ra tes levied under the Poor Law  for 
the  re lie f of the  poor applicable to the  contem plated purposes 
of relief. I t  is fu rther proposed to authorize the  T reasu ry  to 
m ake advances to B oards of G uardians, charged on the  secu
r i ty  of the R ates, for the  purposes of such relief.

I f  the plan were not to come into operation in any E lecto ra l 
Division until th e  G uardians had actually levied and placed a t 
the disposal of R elief Committees a certain sum from the  R ates
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of the U nion, the relief which is intended to be given would 
be in most cases so long delayed as g rea tly  to im pair its use
fulness and efficiency. A t the  same time, it is most im portant 
th a t w henever an advance from  the  T reasu ry  is required , a 
sufficient R a te  to m eet the  dem ands on the  fund should be 
sim ultaneously struck, and th a t im mediate steps should be 
taken  for its collection. T he  reluctance of m any of the  B oards 
of G uardians to discharge th is du ty  ren d ers  it necessary to 
tak e  some additional pow er for enforcing its perform ance, and 
the  Bill contains a provision by  which, on the  first dissolution 
by  the  P oo r Law  Commissioners of a  B oard  of G uardians, 
th e y  will be authorized to  appoint a  paid B oard  w ithout the  
delay a t p resen t incurred  by  th e  necessity of having recourse 
to an in term ediate election.

I  proceed in the  nex t place to sta te  the natu re  of the  re lie f 
which is to be afforded th ro u g h  the  agency of these R elief 
Comm ittees. I t  is in tended th a t  such re lie f should be given 
only in food, to  be purchased b y  the  Com m ittees out of the 
funds a t th e ir disposal. W henever it  is practicable, such food 
will be sold; bu t g ratu itous distribution will be sanctioned in 
cases in which no means of purchasing it  exist. I f  flour or 
meal is sold, it will be necessary to  adhere to  the  ru le  h itherto  
enforced, by which such food is requ ired  not to be sold a t less 
th an  the  cost price. B u t th is ru le  will not be enforced in th e  
case of soup, which is th e  k ind  of food which will chiefly be 
d istribu ted  by the  R elief Com m ittees. T he  mode of d istribu
tion will, in fact, be sim ilar to th a t which is now in extensive 
operation, by means of Soup-kitchens established in m any parts  
o f th e  country , from  which soup is supplied to la rge  num bers 
of persons a t a  v ery  m oderate price. T his mode of re lie f ap 
pears to be the  m ost economical as well as the  most efficacious 
which has y e t been adopted, and  by its general application, 
w henever required , th ro u g h  th e  agency now about to be esta
blished, H e r  M ajesty ’s G overnm ent tru s t th a t the  most 
effectual means w ithin th e ir pow er will be taken  for relieving, 
on th e  m ost extensive scale, and a t the  least expense, th e  
pressing and u rg en t w ants of large num bers suffering from 
destitu tion, and who are  not included in the  d irect means of 
re lie f h ith erto  adopted by the  G overnm ent. I t  is unnecessary 
for me to point out to you r Excellency th a t g re a t care and 
prudence will be requisite in the adm inistration of th is relief. 
O ne main object of the proposed alteration  o f th e  system  of 
relief, under the  p resen t circumstances of the  country , is, to 
resto re  the  o rd inary  relations betw een ow ners and occupiers 
of land and the  labouring class, and  to rem ove th e  alleged 
obstacles to  the  em ploym ent of labour in the  cultivation of the  
land. I t  is of the  g rea test im portance th a t this object should
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be constantly k ep t in view, and th a t the  relief to be afforded 
should not be an inducem ent to idleness, bu t should, if possible, 
be made a  stimulus to labour. G ratu itous distribution should, 
therefore, no t be sanctioned in any  case in which it is ascer
tained th a t the  persons apply ing  for re lie f have the opportu
n ity  of obtaining em ploym ent a n d  wages sufficient to provide 
them selves by th e ir industry  w ith the  means of purchase. 
U pon th is and o ther im portant m atters of detail th e  C entral 
Board will have to exercise a vigilant superintendence, and 
will issue from tim e to tim e such instructions to  th e  R elief 
Comm ittees as m ay appear to them  to be required .

T he R elie f Com m ittees, w ith  a view to  th e  calm and de
liberate discharge of th e ir duties, should only adm it, and a t 
th e ir discretion, those persons from  whom th ey  m ay obtain 
inform ation, or applicants for re lie f ; th e ir m eetings will thus 
no t be liable to the  in terrup tions and d isorder which have so 
frequen tly  arisen from th e  indiscrim inate admission of all 
persons a t th e  P resen tm en t Sessions. Such indiscrim inate 
admission, therefore, should be forbidden by an o rder from 
y o u r Excellency. H av ing  sta ted  the  outline of the  plan by  
which th e  G overnm ent hopes, w ith the sanction of P arliam en t, 
to  provide a  more effectual agency th an  a t p resen t exists for 
the  m itigation of the  suffering occasioned by  scarcity  in Ireland , 
I  have to address to you r Excellency some observations on. a 
point of considerable im portance. T he  proposed plan is in
tended to be a  substitu te for the  mode of re lief provided for 
by  th e  10 Viet., c. 107 ; but it is impossible th a t the  change 
from th e  one system  to the o ther can be carried  into effect a t 
once and sim ultaneously th roughou t th e  country . T he vast 
ex ten t of th e  re lie f w orks in p rogress renders th is change one 
of no o rd inary  difficulty. T he  discharge of the large  num bers 
of men now em ployed on public w orks m ust be effected w ith 
caution and by  degrees ; and  in no case ought such w orks be 
stopped until the  new m achinery is constituted by which relief 
in the new form can be afforded. T h ere  are, how ever, some 
places in which, from the  na tu re  of the  w orks or o ther circum 
stances, and from facilities of obtaining ord inary  em ploym ent, 
the  w orks m ay be discontinued a t a very  early  period ; there  
are  o thers again in which the incomplete state  of the works will 
requ ire  th a t th ey  should be continued for a  longer time ; and  
th e re  m ay possibly be cases in which it will be necessary th a t 
new presentm ents, if made, should be sanctioned, for lim ited 
objects, and w ith a  view to  the  completion of some w ork of 
public u tility , undertaken  in th e  expectation of its being carried  
th rough  by  means of such presentm ents. I t  is not, therefore, 
proposed to repeal, or to restric t by law, the  operation of the 
10 Vic. c. 107, bu t your Excellency will cause it to  be known
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th a t H c r M ajesty’s G overnm ent will, as a general rule, decline 
to  sanction an y  new presen tm ent under th a t statu te, and th a t 
th e  system  of re lie f w orks will be brought to  a close a t the  
earliest period which is consistent w ith those considerations 
which m ust be taken  into account w ith reference to th is m atter.

I have only fu rth e r to inform  you th a t S ir John  B urgoyne 
will be authorized, w ith the sanction of you r Excellency, to 
select from am ong those a t p resen t em ployed in connexion 
w ith the re lie f w orks, a certain  num ber of officers to be placed 
a t the disposal of th e  B oard , to proceed to any p a rt of the  
country from which represen tations of u rg en t distress m ay be 
received, e ither for the purpose of local investigation, o r of 
superintending or assisting in the  m easures which m ay be 
deemed essential for the  relief of such distress.

( Signed) G . G R E Y .



Part I I I

T E M P O R A R Y  R E L I E F  T O  D E S T I T U T E  P O O R ,

IR E L A N D .

L e t t e r  f ro m  C. E. T r e v e l y a n ,  Esq., t o  t h e  R e l i e f  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s .

Treasury, February 10, 1847.
G e n t l e m e n ,— I am commanded by  the  L ords Commission

ers of H e r  M ajesty ’s T reasu ry , to  transm it to  you a copy of 
a  Bill now under th e  consideration of Parliam ent, for the  
tem porary  re lie f of th e  destitu te  poor in Ireland , and of a 
le tte r  from  S ir G. G rey  to th e  L o rd  L ieu tenan t, dated  the 
28th  ultimo, sta ting  the  intention of H e r  M ajes ty ’s G overn
m ent, th a t you should be appointed Commissioners for c a rry 
ing into effect the  m easures in tended to be adopted when the 
above-m entioned Bill shall have become law.

In  the  execution of these functions, you will be guided by 
such instructions as you m ay from  tim e to tim e receive from 
th e  L o rd  L ieu tenan t ; b u t it is considered advisable th a t you 
should also be placed in possession of the  view taken by H e r 
M ajesty ’s G overnm ent of the  general principles by which 
y o u r proceedings should be regulated , and  of the  general 
course of action which you will have to  pursue ; and th a t for 
th is purpose th is communication should be m ade to you from 
the  departm ent charged w ith th e  responsibility  of superin
tending  and checking th e  expenditure of th e  large sums 
devoted to the  object of affording relief.

T he plan a t p resen t in operation lo r th e  re lie f of th e  dis
tress in Ireland, consists of two separate parts.

T he  first of these is a  system  of public w orks carried on 
under th e  Act 9 and 10 Viet., c. 107 ; bu t although th is A ct 
has, to a certain extent, answ ered its object, and a  large p o r
tion of the  population of Ire land  has been preserved from 
fam ine by  means of the em ploym ent afforded under its pro- 
visions, the  operation of the A ct has been attended w ith serious 
evils, and  it has become indispensibly necessary to have r e 
course to some o ther rem edy.
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The Ccauses of this resu lt m ay be briefly sta ted  as follows :
T he G overnm ent never relied  upon the  A ct 9 and 10 Vic., 

c. 107, as the only safeguard against the im pending scarcity. 
I t  was never contem plated th a t so large  a  proportion of the 
labouring population would have been sent upon the roads and 
o ther public works as has proved to be the  case, but it was 
supposed th a t the pressure of a  g rea t public calam ity would 
have led to increased exertions on th e  p a rt of the  upper and 
middle classes o f society, and th a t em ploym ent for th e  g rea t 
m ajority of destitu te labourers being provided in th is way, a 
m oderate num ber only would have been left to be m aintained 
on the R elief W orks.

I t  was also supposed th a t th e  applications for admission to  
the  R elief W orks would be closely scrutinized by the  R elief 
Committees, and th a t i t  would not have been necessary  to 
provide for any  bu t rea lly  destitu te persons under the  Act.

I he resu lt, how ever, has been, th a t even the  usual num ber 
of labourers has not been retained  in private  em ploym ent, the 
R elie f Committees have, in too m any instances, neglected the 
revision of the lists o f applicants, and  not only has the  entire 
burthen  of the prevailing destitution been th row n  upon the  
R elief W orks, but the  resources which those w orks m ight 
have afforded, have frequen tly  been m isapplied, to the  benefit 
of those who did not stand  in need of assistance.

A nother cause of the  partia l failure of the  A ct is the  unex
pected m agnitude of the public calam ity. A lthough upw ards 
oi two millions of persons, e ither d irectly  or indirectly  obtain 
assistance from the  R elief W orks, th e re  are  o ther m ultitudes 
who stand equally in need of relief. T he R elie f W orks do 
not alw ays furnish a  subsistence even for those who a re  em
ployed on them . T he  wages allowed have been h igher than  
have been usually  g iven for agricu ltu ral labour in Ireland, 
but a t the p resen t prices of food, they  are  insufficient for the 
support of a fam ily ; and instances of starvation  daily occur, 
notw ithstanding th e  assistance afforded by the works.

T he  dependence of the  people on the R elief W orks has 
also led to this form idable result. A  large portion of the  soil 
of Ire land  is cultivated by cottier and conacre tenants, whose 
subsistence has h itherto  been m ainly derived from th e  potatoes 
grow n by  them selves. T his num erous class has become des
titu te  by the  failure of the potato, and th ey  and th e ir families 
a re  now supported  to a g rea t ex ten t by th e  R elie f W orks. I f  
these people are  re ta ined  on the w orks, th e ir  lands will rem ain 
uncultivated. I f  th ey  w ere discharged from the  W orks w ith
out some o ther provision being m ade for them , th ey  would 
starve.

T he other p a r t of the  plan a t p resen t in operation consists
13
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of a system  of d irect relief by means of the sale and gra tu itous 
distribution of food. R elief Comm ittees have been formed in 
m ost p arts  of Ireland, acting according to rules prescribed by 
the  L o rd  L ieutenant. T hese Comm ittees raise sums by  th e  
p rivate  subscription of parties locally in terested, to which p ro 
portional additions are  made on the  p a rt of the  G overnm ent ; 
and th ey  likewise adm inister such funds as m ay be placed a t 
th e ir disposal from the  produce of charitable collections in o ther 
quarters . T he  sums so obtained by them  a re  laid out in the 
purchase of meal and o ther kinds of food, which are  again 
retailed  a t cost price to those who have the  means of purchas
ing, and  are  giyen gratu itously  to  those who have not. M ore  
la te ly  th e  plan of establishing Soup-kitchens has been adopted 
by  th e  R elief Comm ittees, and it is now being rap id ly  ex
tended th roughout Ireland , it being found by  experience th a t 
food given in th is shape goes fu rth e r and is m ore nourishing 
and reviving th an  in any other.

This p a r t of th e  p resen t plan, which consists in giving relief 
in a d irect form, by means of th e  distribution of food, has been 
carried out w ith much zeal and activ ity  in m any p arts  of the 
country , and having been found very  successful in m itigating 
the  effects of the  prevailing calam ity, it has been made the 
foundation of the  m easures now about to be adopted.

T h e ir Lordships have d irected me to furnish this b rie f 
review  of the  m easures which have been adopted up to the  
p resen t tim e, because they  are  convinced th a t the same causes 
which led to these efforts falling sh o rt of the  attainm ent of 
th e ir object, would, if  th ey  continued, equally  lead to the  
failure of any  plan  th a t could be devised. I t  is impossible for 
th e  G overnm ent, by  any  m achinery th a t can be provided, to 
do the  whole w ork ; and it is indispensable for the  safety of 
society, th a t  persons of all orders and degrees in it, should 
energetically  co-operate for the  purpose of m itigating  the  
commqn calam ity. T he S ta te  m ay provide the  organization, 
and, to a certain  extent, supply the  pecuniary means, but it 
cannot exercise the  superintendence and discrim ination which 
can alone be supplied by those who are  connected w ith the 
localities by p ro p erty  and residence.

To secure this general co-operation in the  measures h e re 
a fte r to be adopted, will therefo re  be an object which you will 
continually have in view, and you will avail yourselves of 
every  suitable opportunity  of im pressing upon th e  public m ind 
th a t the  p resen t system  of re lie f  will inevitably fail, if the  
whole w eight and pressure of the  existing calam ity is suffered 
to  centre upon it; and th a t severe and p ro trac ted  suffering 
can be avoided, and society can be replaced in a  self-support
ing, and therefo re  in a safe and perm anent condition, only by
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th e  personal exertions on the  spot, of the upper and middle 
classes, to check abuse and increase the  productive powers of 
th e  country , and  by the  exercise of patient and persevering  
industry , and  submission to the  laws, on the p a r t of the  g re a t 
body of the  people.

O ne poin t of pressing im portance is, th a t every  practicable 
exertion  should be made, while th e re  is y e t time, to p repare  
the  land for the nex t crop ; and  th e  atta inm ent of th is object 
m ust m ainly depend upon th e  influence to be exercised over 
the cultivators of the ground, by the  residen t g en try , the  
landlords, agents, and o ther persons in terested  in the land. 
U n d er th e  system  of re lie f which it will be your du ty  to ad
m inister, the  holders of small portions of land will be provided 
on sale, o r if necessary, by  g ra tu itous distribution, with the  
food required  for th e ir  subsistence and  th a t of th e ir families, 
so th a t th ey  will not. by th e  necessity of constantly  w orking 
on Public W orks, be p revented  from carry ing  on the  cu ltiva
tion of th e ir  land ; bu t the main d u ty  'o f  stim ulating and 
encouraging the actual cu ltivators o f the  soil, from the  large 
ia rm er to the  holder of the  sm allest portion of land, to exert 
th e ir  utm ost energies to  obtain th e  largest possible am ount of 
produce a t the  nex t harvest, and of assisting them  with advice 
in regard  to the  a lte red  modes of cultivation which th e  failure 
o f the  P o ta to  C rop renders necessary, and w ith the capital 
and  m aterial of various kinds requ ired  for the  successful p ro 
secution of their labours, m ust bo perform ed b y  the  p roprie
to rs  of the  soil, who, possessing the  principal beneficiary 
in te rest in it, will derive the  principal benefit from w hatever 
m ay be laid out upon it.

A nother point on which you will m ake it y o u r object to 
secure the  co-operation of the upper and middle classes o f 
society, is the p roper form ation and subsequent revision from 
tim e to tim e of the  lists of persons entitled  to relief. If, in 
the  exercise o f th is im portan t and responsible function, the  
m em bers oi the  Relief Com m ittees yield to intim idation or 
fail in  th e  firm and im partial discharge of th e ir du ty , the  
whole country  will become pauperised, and th ere  will be a 
a  general p ressure upon the  R elie f A ct, to th e  neglect of o ther 
independent means of subsistence. A ll who are  concerned in 
ca rry in g  th e  provisions of the  proposed m easure into effect, 
should recollect, th a t  the system of Public W o rk s having been 
found insufficient adequately  to m eet th e  evil, and the  labour 
te s t having been rendered  inoperative, owing to the  superior 
a ttrac tion  of m oney wages, a  system  of re lie f has. of neces
sity , been established, which has no precise lim it except the  
ex ten t of the  adm itted  destitution. T he only real check, 
therefore  to the  unlim ited extension and consequent certain

n 2
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failure of tlie p resen t plan, is to be found in the  honesty 
and fidelity of purpose w ith which it will be adm inistered by  
the  m em bers of the  R elief Comm ittees, who, from th e ir  local 
know ledge and connexions, have the  means of p roperly  d is
charging th e  tru s t reposed in them .

I  am now commanded to proceed to  th e  practical details 
of the  duties w ith which you r Commission is charged.

A nd  first, as to the  Public Officers th ro u g h  whose agency 
you will m ore im mediately exercise your functions.

T he  S ecre tary  and o ther m em bers of th e  establishm ent of 
th e  Com m issariat R elief Office, some of whom w ere em ployed 
under th e  la te  Commission, and  all have had  th e  advantage 
of S ir R . R ou th ’s able superintendence, will also, in th e  main, 
compose th e  establishm ent of you r Commission ; and if. a fte r 
th e  necessary arrangem en ts have been made for carry ing  on 
th e  Com m issariat duties, some additional assistance should be 
required , it  will be read ily  given. T h e ir L ordships have 
selected M r. B rom ley, of th e  A dm iralty , to  be A ccountant to 
th e  Commission, for which im portan t d u ty  he is well qualified, 
bo th  by  his skill and ab ility  as an accountant, and  by  th e  ex
perience he acquired of the  accounts connected w ith th e  R elie f 
operations in Ireland , during  the  period he was in charge of 
them  under S ir R. R outh.

T he Inspecting Officers who will be em ployed under your 
B oard  will be selected by  you from  am ong those who a re  a t 
p resen t em ployed under th e  Com m issariat R elief Office and 
th e  B oard  of W o rk s ; and  th e ir Lordships consider it  to be 
of such param ount im portance, th a t the  utm ost practicable 
degree of efficiency should be given to the  new arrangem ent, 
th a t  th ey  particu larly  desire, not only th a t no person m ay be 
appointed to any office under th e  new commission, who is not 
fully qualified for it, bu t also th a t those officers who are 
believed to  possess in the  h ighest degree the  qualifications 
necessary to ensure success, should be appropria ted  to this 
du ty  from th e  establishm ent of the  B oard  of W orks, even 
supposing th e ir rem oval to be productive of tem porary  incon
venience to th a t D epartm ent.

O ne of th e  first objects which will engage your attention, 
will be the  preparation  of suitable instructions for the  guid
ance of the R elief Comm ittees to be formed by the  L o rd  
L ieutenant, in reference to which I  am directed to m ake the  
following observations.

T he agency of the  Comm ittees is to be chiefly directed to  
the  object of providing food for the  support of those who have 
no o ther means of subsistence.
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T he Committees must, therefore, form lists of the  persons 
in th e ir  respective d istricts whose circumstances ren d er it 
necessary for them  to be supported in this m anner. N o p e r
sons should be placed on these lists who a re  possessed, e ither 
from p roperty , or from the  receip t of wages, of means suffi
cient to m aintain th e ir families, or who have it  in th e ir pow er 
to obtain w ork which would enable them  to do so ; and the 
Com m ittees should m ake it  th e ir object to encourage the  
people to have recourse to an y  available means of earning 
the ir livelihood by honest labour, ra th e r  than  to be dependent 
on gratu itous relief from the  Public Soup-kitchen.

Care should be taken  in selecting the  places a t which the  
Soup-kitchens are  to be established, to m ake them  as central 
as possible, w ith reference to the  w ants of the  D estitu te  P e r 
sons who will have to be supplied from  them  ; and every  
necessary precaution should be taken  by th e  R elie f Com m it
tees under th e  superintendence of the  Union F inance Com
m ittees, to  secure a sufficient stock of wholesome food.

O ne of the  functions h itherto  exercised by R elief Com m it
tees has been to lay in stores of M eal, which th ey  have retailed  
a t cost price to those who requ ire  it. T h is was rendered  
necessary by  the  rem arkab le  absence, in some p arts  of I re 
land, of the  agency by  which, in o ther countries, food is 
collected, stored, and re-d istribu ted , th ro u g h  the  Corn-factor, 
M iller, B aker, and  small Shopkeeper, from whom, elsewhere, 
th e  labourer habitually  purchases his w eekly or daily supply 
of food.

I t  m ay be necessary for th e  R elie f Com m ittees as th ey  will 
be reconstitu ted  under th e  A ct, to  continue, in some cases, to 
give assistance of th is k ind  for a  tim e ; b u t as th e  ord inary  
business of society cannot be perm anen tly  carried  on b y  the  
artificial m achinery of R e lie f Com m ittees, it is desirable th a t 
the  utm ost practicable encouragem ent should be given to p ri
vate persons to establish them selves in those trades by  which 
the  means of subsistence a re  b rough t w ithin the  reach of the 
people. W ith  th is view it is indispensable th a t in those cases 
in which the  R elief Com m ittees m ay continue for a time to p ro 
vide M eal for sale, the ru le  th a t no sale should be m ade a t less 
than  cost price, including carriage and o ther necessary charges, 
should be s tric tly  enforced ; and i t  m ight assist th e  transition  
to a  sounder and more perm anent sta te  of th ings, if the oper
ations of th e  R elie f Committees w ere conducted, as far as 
possible, in a  wholesale m anner, leaving th e  actual d istribu
tion of the  M eal among the  people to be effected by  R eta il 
D ealers.

In  cases in which sufficient supplies of food are  not to  be 
obtained by purchase from private  dealers, cooked food m ay 
be sold, even a t reduced priccs if  necessary.



O f all the  im portan t duties which you will have to perform , 
the  most critical and  im portan t is th a t  which re la te s  to p ro 
viding the  F unds by means of which the system  of re lief is to 
be supported.

To this p a r t of the subject, therefore, your a tten tion  should 
be carefully d irec ted ; and you will keep this B oard regu la rly  
inform ed of th e  difficulties which arise, of the  m anner in 
which you propose to m eet them , and of any  serious grounds 
of apprehension you may en terta in  for the  future.

I t  is in tended th a t these F unds should be provided, p a rtly  
from the  P o o r’s R a te  to be levied in the Unions or E lec to ra l 
D ivisions, partly  from subscriptions, and p artly  from donations 
from the  G overnm ent. I t  m ay no t in all cases be necessary 
to  have recourse to a  H ate, if  P riv a te  subscriptions and 
G overnm ent donations alone, w ithout any  assistance from a  
K ate, according to th e  plan a t p resen t in operation, afford 
sufficient means of supplying relief. I t  is hoped th a t in m any 
E lectoral Divisions, this m ay, w ith p roper exertion and liber
a lity , be perfectly  practicable. B a ting  will be necessary in 
cases w here (owing to absence or neglect) the efforts a re  no t 
adequate to w hat the occasion requ ires; but vo lun tary  exertions 
to raise funds are  far the  best, and should receive ev ery  possible 
encouragem ent.

In  those cases in which it is necessary to have recourse to 
the  assistance of a R ate , the  Inspecting Officer of the D istric t 
m ust be instructed  to im press upon th e  G uardians of th e  
U nions, th a t the  K ate  should be enforced w ithout delay, and  
th e  proceeds should be b rough t into use as th ey  are realized, 
th e  necessary expenditure being, in th e  m ean time, defrayed 
by means oi subscriptions and  donations, according to the  
existing plan. T hroughout these operations it has been found 
th a t the best security  against abuse has been the necessity o f 
some present paym ent, and the  funds which have been th e  m ost 
judiciously expended have been those, a portion of which has 
been raised by th e  parties expending them.

T he levying of a  R a te , how ever, is frequently  a ttended  with 
some delay ; and  in o rder to p reven t the  ill consequences 
which m ight arise from the w ant of available funds, you a re  
authorized to m ake advances from the  funds which will be 
placed a t your disposal for th is  purpose.

Y ou will make a special R ep o rt to th is B oard on every  
occasion on which you find it necessary to recommend a  L oan  
in anticipation of a R ate , in which R ep o rt you will explain the 
circumstances on which you r recom mendation is founded.

W ith  respect to the proportion which the donations a re  to bear 
to the o ther sources whence funds aro to be derived for these 
relief purposes, reg ard  must always bo had to the circumstances
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of the district, and its ability  to contribute for the m aintenance 
of destitution within its limits.

In  the case of g rea t destitution, donations equal in am ount 
to  the  sum subscribed have been authorized ; and in like man
ner you m ay g ra n t sums equal to those raised by subscription 
o r levied by R ate . In  cases ot* extrem e urgency you will not 
be contined to this proportion, but will be a t liberty  to give 
contributions in reference to the pressing claims of want and 
destitution ; and, on the  o ther hand, you will lim it the G overn
m ent donations to a  less sum than  w hat is equal to the contri
butions from o ther sources, w here the necessity is not of so 
pressing a  description.

T he preparation  of the  instructions to the  Inspecting Officers 
will also occupy you r early  atten tion , the main object being to 
explain to the Inspecting Officers in w hat m anner they  a re  to 
see th a t all the  o ther rules and instructions under which the 
system  is to be carried  on, a re  p roperly  a ttended  to by the 
parties whose d u ty  it is to ca rry  them  into effect.

In  fram ing the  instructions to the Inspecting Officers and  
R elief Committees, you will have due regard  to the  instructions 
under which the presen t R elie f Com m ittees and Inspecting 
Officers a re  ac tin g ; and  you will em body in the  revised in 
structions such portions of those now about to be superseded 
âs m ay appear to you to be p roper to be preserved.

T he  B oard of W orks will be instructed  to bring the R elief 
W orks under the A ct 9 and  10 Vic. c. 107, to a  conclusion, as 
soon as the state  of the w orks and the o ther circumstances of 
each locality m ay admit. Y ou will be in constant communica
tion with th a t B oard th rough  its C hairm an, Colonel Jones, 
who is a m em ber of your Commission ; and  you will inform 
them , from time to tirne, in w hat E lecto ra l Divisions your 
m easures a re  sufficiently advanced to allow of the R elief W orks 
being safely discontinued.

You will transm it to  th is B oard , a t the earliest practicable 
date after the  term ination of each month, a  full R ep o rt of your 
proceedings in the execution of the A ct during  the  previous 
m onth, and these R eports will be regu larly  laid before P a rlia 
m ent.

I am, &c.,
C. E . T r e v e l y a n .

Major-General Sir J. F. Bimjoyne, K .C .B .
T. N . Redington, Esq.
E . T . B. Twisleton, Esq.
Commissary-General S ir R. Rout/i.
Lieutenant-Colonel I I  D. Jones, R*E.
Colonel Duncan M ac Gregor.
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I R I S H  R E L I E F  A C T , 10 V IC ., C A P . 7.

GENERAL ORDER.

The L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t  has been pleased t o  ord er th a t the 
under m entioned parties shall be m em bers of each R elief 
Com m ittee, to be constituted under the  A ct 10 V ictoria, c. 7, 
entitled A n  A ct for the  T em porary  R elief of D estitu te  
P ersons in Ire lan d  : ”—

1. The Justices resident in the Electoral Division or Divisions 
for which the Committee is constituted. (Sec. 3.)

2. The Guardians of the Poor for such Electoral Division or 
Divisions. (Sec. 3.)

3. The Relief Inspector of the Union in which the Electoral 
Division or Divisions is or are situate.

4. The Archbishops or Bishops of the Established and Roman 
Catholic Churches, resident in the Electoral Division or Divisions.

5. Justices of the Peace, being proprietors of land, or of any 
estate or interest therein, in such Electoral Division or Divisions.

6. Persons appointed by Justices of the Peace, with the approval 
of the Lord Lieutenant, to act in their place.

7. The Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Union in 
which such Electoral Division or Divisions may be situated.

8. The principal officiating Clergyman of the Established and 
Roman Catholic Church for each parish, any part of which is situ
ate in the Electoral Division or Divisions, and the senior officiating 
Clergyman of the Presbyterian Church in the Electoral Division or 
Divisions; or such of their assistants, as with the approval of the 
Lord Lieutenant, they may name to act in their place.

9. The three highest Poor Rate-payers resident in the Electoral 
Division or Divisions, not included in any of the foregoing heads.

B y  H is Excellency’s Command,

T. N . R E D IN G T O N .

D u b l i n  C a s t l e ,

4 th March, 1847.



Part IV

R E G U L A T IO N S  F O R  R E L IE F  C O M M ITTEES U N D E R  
T H E  A CT 10 V IC., CAP. 7.

1. T h e  L egislature has placed the responsibility of provid- Means of relief to 
ing  m eans for the  relief of destitu te persons under the existing be prouded' 
calam ity, on Committees to be constitu ted for E lecto ra l D iv i
sions, subject to the regulating  control of a  Finance Com m ittee
for each Union.

2. T he funds to be applied to the  service will consist of local 
or o ther subscriptions, w ith donations from G overnm ent, and 
w here these m ay be insufficient, of an y  monies in th e  hands 
of the  P oor L aw  G uardians th a t can be so appropriated  ; also 
of ra tes to be laid on th e  E lectoral D ivisions w here th ey  m ay 
be needed ; in aid  of which rates, according to th e  exigency 
of the  case, fu r th e r donations will be contributed by  G overn
m ent.

3. T he funds derived  from subscriptions and donations 
th a t rem ain in th e  hands of the  p resen t R elief Committees, 
will generally  be available for the  Com m ittees under this 
A ct ; but should th ere  be any  difficulty owing to the  different 
a rrangem en t of districts, the  Commissioners recom m end th a t 
th ey  should be allocated to the  new districts, in proportions, 
under the  arb itra tion  of those F inance Com m ittees acting for 
the  g rea te r p a r t of the  old district.

4. R elief is to be given exclusively by th e  distribution of “
food ; g ratu itously  to those who a re  absolutely destitu te, and
by  sale a t reasonable prices to those who a re  em ployed or have 
means of purchasing.

5. A  G overnm ent Inspector will be appointed to each U nion; Government 
he will be an  ex-officio m em ber of every  Committee constituted In6pector- 
under the  A ct, w ithin the  U nion ; he will aid the  Committees, 
especially those of Finance, with his advice and exertions, to
cause th e  provisions of the  A ct to be carried  out in the  most 
effective m anner, and will be th e  medium of communication 
betw een these Com m ittees and the Commissioners.

6. T he  E lectoral D ivision Comm ittees, which will be th e  Each Relief 
active relieving bodies, will each, in the  first instance, elect a appoint a Clerk. 
T reasu re r from  th e ir own body, and  appoint a  C lerk , who
will give his full tim e to m ake up lists of the  poor, to  keep 
accounts, and  generally  for office or o ther w ork, a t such mo
derate  salary  as th e  Comm ittee m ay suggest, and as shall be 
sanctioned by the Commissioners.
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Other assistance 
to be provided, 
as necessary.

Lists of persons 
requiring relief to 
be prepared.

Gratuitous relifcf 
to be given to 
three classes.

Cheap food to be 
sold to the 
fourth  class ; but 
no other assist
ance to be 
afforded.

Persons receiving 
wages, or refusing 
hire, to be 
excluded from 
gratuitous relief.

Revision of Lists.

7. E v e ry  o ther assistance th a t will be absolutely requ ired , 
must be provided from time to tim e as the  necessity for it shall 
arise, subject in  every  case of w hat m ay be deemed standing 
establishm ent, to the express sanction of the Finance Comm ittee.

8. The first du ty  of the E lectoral D ivision Com m ittees will 
be to draw  up lists of the persons requiring  relief, in  the forms 
furnished to each Com m ittee, in as perfect and complete a 
m anner as possible, and w ith a s tric t and  uncompromising 
reg a rd  to tru th .

9. T he persons requ iring  assistance m ay be classed under 
th e  four following heads, each of which will have to be dealt 
w ith on distinct principles.

1st. D estitu te , helpless, or im potent persons.
2nd. D estitu te  able-bodied persons, nut holding land.
3rd. D estitu te  able-bodied persons— holders of small 

portions of land.
4 th . T he  able-bodied, em ployed a t wages insufficient for 

th e ir support a t very  high prices of food.

10. To the  th ree  first nam ed classes i t  is necessary  to ex
tend gratu itous relief.

11. W ith  reg a rd  to the fourth  class, th a t of em ployed la 
bourers, assistance can only be afforded by selling food of a 
cheap description ; for it m ust be a fixed ru le  to refuse to 
them  and the ir families any  gra tu itous supplies. I f  th is were 
once to be deviated from, and wages w ere to  be m ade up 
from  any general funds, it would be the  foundation for an 
evil of the  g rea test m agnitude. G ra tu itous re lie f being p ro 
cured and d istributed  w ith the  g rea t economy dem anded a t 
the  presen t crisis, th e  wages th a t a  man ought to be paid for 
a  reasonable day ’s work, will place him and his family in a 
b e tte r  condition than  those who are  dependent on g ratu itous 
re lie f ; and as it m ay be expected th a t all the next ag ricu ltu ra l 
produce will fetch high rem unerating  prices, it  would be p a r
ticularly  unreasonable to provide in any  way from  a  public 
iund tow ards the  obtaining of th a t produce. N o business 
ought to be carried  on th a t cannot support itself.

12. T he Commissioners consider this rule, of no t allowing 
gratu itous relief to be in aid of wages, so essential, th a t they  
m ust require the most watchful and  stric t revision of thé  
lists, for the  purpose of a t once strik ing  off the  names of all 
persons who shall be em ployed for h ire e ither on public or 
private works ;— or who shall refuse em ploym ent a t a  re a 
sonable ra te  of wages.

13. T he second class should be considered as tem porary , 
being subjected to a  careful revision; and the fact Of non
em ploym ent m ay be ascertained by requiring  the daily



attendance of the  able-bodied mem ber or m em bers of the 
fam ily a t the food depot.

14. T he net annual value of the holdings of occupiers of inquiry a8 to 
land, according to th e  P oor L aw  valuation, m ight form one holderaof Land* 
criterion of the claim to re lie f for individuals of the th ird  class,
and be regu la ted  bv the Finance Com m ittee according to the

• • • U • • r-'il .condition of the several districts. Should any individual ex
ceptions be recom mended by the  E lectoral Division Committee, 
it should be on strong grounds th a t m ust be fully explained.

15. To entitle any  holder of land to gratu itous relief, it conditions on 
should be absolutely requ ired  of him to proceed d iligently  imîïareto bo °f 
w ith the  cultivation of his holding, or of its p reparation  reJievod-
for cropping ; and a  fixed tim e should be given to him  for 
the purpose, as a  check against his leaving it to be im perfectly 
tilled by the  females of his fam ily, or by occasional w ork 
himself, while he m ay be in some o ther em ploym ent for 
wages; when he has executed th a t du ty , he m ust be con
sidered as falling into the second or fourth  class.

16. These lists a re  to be m ade out in  duplicate, and one Relief Usis, and 
m ust be forw arded to th e  F inance Comm ittee, assem bled a t Expense, to be 

the  chicf town of the U nion, accompanied by an estim ate of F^nCdedt0 
the  am ount th a t will probably  be required  to provide for the committee, 

ex ten t of re lief in the ensuing fo rtn igh t, including the  cost of
the  means o f p reparing  and d istribu ting  food, also of estab
lishm ent, and every  o ther local expense w hatever ; showing 
also the  m anner in which they  propose th a t the  funds should 
be provided. T h e  fo rtn igh tly  revision of these lists and esti- Revised Lists, 

m ates m ust in like m anner be subm itted to the F inance Com- Estim at^Tto be 

m ittee. T he  R elief Com m ittees will also offer suggestions as ^ " detd cvery 
to the  mode in which they  consider the  supplies can be best 01 mgl ’ 
obtained and d istributed.

17. T he Finance Com m ittees will take every  means in th e ir Fi.njn®° Co“ :mittee s revision
pow er to verity  and correct these lists, and when a p p ro v e d  of Lists and 

re tu rn  them  to the R elie f Comm ittees, on which will depend stimatcs* 
the  possibility of providing in any  degree for the  existing 
deficiency of food. A ny  fraud attem pted  in them  m ust be 
considered as a  crime of the  deepest character, tending  to in
crease the effects of the presen t sta te  of destitution.

18. T he  ra ted  value of the  holdings of small farm ers and 
occupiers, will be examined by the C lerks of th e  Unions, and 
certified by them  upon the lists.

19. T he  F inance Committee will then revise all the  estim ates 
and calculations, and decide on th e  am ount to be provided for 
a  given period, which should not be less than  th ree  m onths, if 
a  ra te  is to be struck .

20. O n the signing of the am ended list and estim ate, the ^ p0crc*or’a 
Inspector of the Union is to rep o rt to the Commissioners the °r°r *



28

am ount, and when funds a re  requ ired  from th e  B oard of 
G uardians of the  U nion, the  L ord L ieutenant will be moved to 
cause a  W a rra n t to  be issued for th e  am ount, or such p ro 
portion as H is Excellency m ay approve, requ iring  th e  B oard  
of G uardians to  pay  th e  sum m entioned w ithin a  sta ted  time, 
to  the  person who shall in th e  W arran t be nam ed to receive 
it. I f  the  G uardians shall no t have m oney in hand sufficient 
for the  purpose, th ey  a re  to levy the  sum req u ired  as p a r t of 
th e  P o o r’s R ates. [See P a r t  V .]

Jfhfooa belttion ■ ^  ' ^ ie f in an ce  Comm ittee will, a t a v e ry  early  period, tak e  
suited for into deli6erate consideration, th e  m anner in which food, of the 
“ onaidttd. kinds best suited to the  purpose, and m ost easily obtained, can 

be provided— either by  adopting th e  recom m endations of th e  
R elie f Comm ittees, or w hat th ey  m ay consider m ore eligible.

22. I t  is probable th a t th e  m ore the  provision can be sought 
for in mass, and for large  quantities under one arrangem ent, 
the  cheaper will be th e  supply, and the  less liable to occasional 
deficiencies. W hen the  R elief Com m ittees are  to provide the

S°e°d,! istobo m aterials for the  food, th ey  will be supplied by  the  F inance 
Com m ittee w ith the  money ; and  w hen the  la tte r  shall o rder 
and collect th e  m aterials for the food, it will be d istribu ted  to 
each R e lie f Com m ittee under the arrangem en t which the  
superior _ body shall direct. In  e ither case, th e  subsequent 
distribution will be a rran g ed  by  th e  R elief Com m ittee ac
cording to the  lists, and  to th e  regu la ted  qu an tity  for each 
individual.

23. I t  is impossible to prescribe m inutely, w hat m ay be the 
arrangem ents for providing, p reparing , and d istribu ting  food, 
best suited for each locality ; b u t the  following a re  some of 
the  principles which will apply  to all.

24. O ne of the  first and most im portant m atters to be a t
tended  to, by  w hatever Com m ittee is to  provide the food, 
will be to m ake arrangem ents by which the  supply shall be 
continued. T his m ust be done, e ither by the actual gradual 
collection of depots, or by engagem ents th a t m ay be relied  on 
for supplies.

25. T he food which is most economical and  nourishing, is 
soup made after any  of the  know n receipts, to g e th er w ith a 
portion of bread, meal, or biscuit :

Rations. 26. O ne ra tion  m ay consist e ither—
O f lb. of bread,
O r 1 lb. of biscuit,
O r 1 lb. of meal or flour of any  grain,
O r 1 q uart of soup thickened w ith a portion of meal 

according to the know n receipts, and one q u arte r 
ra tion  of bread, biscuit, or meal in addition.

— Persons above 9 years of age to have one ration, under 9
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a half ra tion ,— in th e  day. In  all cases, w here practicable, 
the  food should be given out in a  cooked form ; and should be 
varied occasionally, from bread  rations to soup and bread, or 
meal and rice po rridge with bread.

27. T he  d istribution of food to a large num ber of people is soup should b« 
attended  w ith  m any difficulties, and  these a re  som ewhat p ïïk £ b 7 e .ÜU 
increased when soup is substitu ted for d ry  food, still the  soup
is so advantageous th a t it should be adopted w herever it m ay 
be a t all possible.

28. N o person can on any account w hatever be perm itted  Gratuitous relief 

to receive food g ra tu itously  unless nam ed in th e  list of desti-
tu te  persons.

29. N o rations a re  to be advanced in anticipation, except Rations to be 

to  th e  helpless poor, and the  advance m ust not extend beyond thJhne^spoIn  
th e  fo rtn igh t for which th e  re lie f has been allowed in each 
particu lar case.

30. In  order to husband the  resources of th e  Com m ittees, th e  Sales to be 

sales should be lim ited to those on a  list of persons considered o^the^ïtT”011* 
to  have a claim, who will be allowed to purchase the  num ber
of rations se t against th e ir names, which will be on the  same 
scale, per individual of the  fam ily, as defined for gratu itous 
distribution, provided sufficient rem ains a fte r the  gra tu itous 
re lie f of the day.

31. T he  articles of food for sale should be also of th e  same 
natu re  as w hat are  given free.

32. T he cost of h iring  a  C lerk  to conduct the  business of the  cost of sale 
sale, and of his A ssistants, should be considered as p a r t of the  included in price 

outlay  which is to be covered by  th e  price charged for each othMchwgiL 
ration.

33. N o sale, except of soup, should be made a t less than  
cost price, including carriage, w ith  o ther necessary charges 
of buying and selling.

34. W ith  a  view of rem edying  the  serious evil of crowds ,to ^  r 
assem bling round  the  depot, all struggling  for precedence, and  sons named to b© 

m any detained for long periods, perhaps during whole nights, £de*ándtíbe 
th e  lists should be m ade out num erically, in which o rder the  foJthoh 
persons should be called. A  card, p rin ted  in black, m ust be rations, 
g iven  to  each person, who answ ers when called, w ith the
num ber of rations to be delivered to him m arked  upon it, and 
the  card  is to  be given up on receiving the  rations. A  card, 
p rin ted  in red  ink. is to  be used for the  rations sold. T he 
cards will not only be a  check upon the  rations delivered 
and the am ount received, bu t preserve o rder and decorum a t 
the  depot, by  not allowing too m any a t th e  same tim e to be 
p resen t in the  soup kitchen. To facilitate th is the  building 
should be so a rranged  as to adm it th e  people a t one door, and 
le t them  out a t another.
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I f  more than one 
Electoral Divi
sion in a relief 
district, separate 
accounts, &c., to 
be kept.

Meetings of the 
Committees.

Correspondence.

Books, &c., 
to be supplied by 
Commissioners, 
and open for 
inspection.

Subscriptions 
and donations in 
aid.

35. A ny person not appearing  when called m ust rem ain till 
th e  end.

36. T he helpless poor should be first called, then  the  able- 
bodied out of em ploym ent, who m ust a ttend  in person, on each 
day  of d istribution ; and only in case of illness, which m ust be 
verified by  some certificate or otherw ise, is a  m em ber of his 
fam ily to receive th a t d ay ’s allowance.

37. E v e ry  possible precaution should be tak en  to  p reven t 
false personation am ong th e  applicants a t th e  depot, a t which 
place the  presence of one or m ore m em bers of th e  Com m ittee 
would be most desirable.

38. A ny m em ber of the  family m ight be allowed to  receive 
th e  rations of a small farm er, during  the  tim e allow ed for the  
tillage of his holding.~ o

39. W here  two or m ore E lecto ra l D ivisions are  united under 
one Com m ittee, th e  lists, estim ates, funds, ra tings, and all 
accounts m ust be k ep t distinct for each.

40. T he several Com m ittees will m eet between 9 o’clock,
a . m . ,  and 5, p . m . ,  as often as th ey  shall find it necessary, not 
being less than  once a-w eek, or on Sunday, for th e  despatch 
of business ; a t which m eetings th ree  shall be a  quorum . 
M inutes of the  proceedings will be en tered  in a book k ep t for 
the  purpose.

41. T he m eetings of th e  Com m ittees are  not £o be open to 
the  public generally , bu t m erely  to such individuals as, for ob
taining inform ation, th e  Com m ittee m ay desire to be present. 
T he A ct of Parliam ent, books for m inutes and accounts, as well 
as various forms, and o ther documents, will be forw arded to 
each Com m ittee for th e ir  guidance.

42. All correspondence w ith th e  Commissioners m ust be 
carried  on th rough  the  Finance Com m ittee ; and  form s will 
be supplied, on which communications or inquiries a re  to  be 
m ade, for th e  purpose of confining correspondence to  lim its 
compatible w ith the  despatch of business.

43. T he  books, correspondence, papers, and  accounts of the  
H elief Com m ittees m ust a t all tim es be open to inspection by 
th e  Commissioners or th e  G overnm ent Inspectors, who should 
be furnished w ith copies of any  docum ents or accounts th ey  
may require.

44. D onations in aid of Subscriptions will be m ade by  the 
Commissioners of H e r  M ajesty ’s T reasu ry  ; and it will be 
necessary in every  case to transm it to  the R elief Commis
sioners a list of the  Subscriptions actually  collected, w ith a 
certificate to the following effect affixed to each list, signed 
by the C lerk  of the  Committee, and C hairm an for th e  tim e 
being :—

We certify that all the Subscriptions set fo rth  in this list
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have been collected fro m  the persons named as Subscribers 
and pa id  to the Treasurer o f  the
Relief Committee, and that there is not included in  it any 
sum contributed fro m  funds applicable to charitable purposes, 
except as expressly set forth ,

45. In  cases w here any  deviations from these Instructions 
m ay be considered advantageous, th ey  m ay be proposed for 
the  sanction of the  Commissioners, on a  full explanation of 
the  circumstances.

46. In conclusion, the Commissioners would u rg e  upon the 
Committees, th a t the  difficulties of m eeting so extensive a 
calam ity as has befallen th is country  a re  enorm ous ; and  it is 
only by the  most strenuous, uncompromising, and  d isin ter
ested co-operation of every  individual who has the  pow er to 
contribute in funds or by personal exertions, th a t  even a 
partia l alleviation can be afforded. I t  is hoped, therefore, 
th a t g rea t efforts will be made to rem ove every  im pedim ent 
to  the  carry ing  out of the provisions of the  A ct of Parliam ent 
in the  most effective m an n er; alw ays bearing  especially in 
mind, th a t  since the funds th a t will be available for R elie f in 
each U nion m ust be stric tly  limited to a  certa in  definite sum, 
every  farth ing  of m oney or atom  of food applied unduly, 
would be so much abstracted  from a fam ishing population.

B y  order,
W. STANLEY,

B elief Commission Office, Dublin Castle, Secretary.
8th March, 1847.
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M E M O R A N D U M

OF TH E

D U T IE S  TO  B E  P E R F O R M E D  B Y  R E L IE F  C O M M ITTEES, 
A T  T H E IR  F IR S T  M E E T IN G S .

1. T o elect a C hairm an from  th e ir own body.

2. To appoint a C lerk  a t such a S alary  as shall be sanctioned 
by  the  R elief Commissioners, on th e  rep o rt and recom m enda
tion of the Inspector, who is M em ber of the R elief Committee. 
(Act, sec. 4.)

3. T o m ake out a  L is t of P ersons to be relieved w ithin 
each E lectoral D ivision, for which the  R elief Com m ittee acts, 
according to  th e  F orm  already  issued by th e  Commissioners. 
(Sec. 7.)

4. T o fram e E stim ates of the  sums which shall appear to 
the  R e lie f Com m ittee to  be needed from tim e to time, to 
defray  th e  necessary expenses for the  purchase, p reparation , 
distribution, or sale of Food. (Sec. 7.)

5. To fram e E stim ates of the sums which will be needed 
for the  providing and fitting up the  necessary build ings and 
cooking utensils. (Sec. 7.) N .B .— In  m any instances, the 
buildings and cooking utensils of th e  p resen t R elief Com
m ittees will be found available, and  th is point should be care
fully  considered in fram ing the  E stim ates under th is head.

6. To fram e E stim ates of the  sums which will be needed for 
paym ent of the  persons to be em ployed in the purchase, p re 
paration , distribution, or sale of Food. (Sec. 7.)

7. To forw ard  to the  Finance Com m ittee the  above L is t 
and  E stim ates, w ith a  notification of the time or tim es when, 
in th e  opinion of th e  R elief Comm ittee, any  sum, or any  p a rt 
thereof, in accordance w ith  th e  E stim ates, will be needed. 
(Sec. 7.) To sta te  also th e  m anner in which it is proposed 
th a t the  funds should be provided.

8. Until the above duties specified in Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 have 
been performed, the Temporary R elie f measures cannot, be brought 
into operation.

I t  is at the same time to be distinctly understood that the duty of 
collecting and distributing Food is to be performed by the R e lie f 
Committees and not by Government ; and attention should there

fore  be directed with the hast possible delay to securing regular 
supplies of Food fo r  each Electoral Division .



Part Y

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR FINANCE COMMITTEES, 
UNDER THE ACT 10 VIC., CAR 7.

1. T he F inance Committees, composed of residen t gen tle
m en having a g rea t in terest in th e  w elfare of the D istric ts, are  
in tended by  the  L egislature to  be the  superintending control- 
ing  bodies over the proceedings of the  num erous E lecto ra l 
D ivision Com m ittees

2. I t  is to them  th a t the  country  m ust look for the w orking 
out of th is m easure, w ith the  utm ost practicable re lief to the  
really  destitute, and with the  least possible in jury  to th e  g re a t 
in terests of the  community.

3. T he  failing th a t m ay be expected to  be the  m ost p re 
valent in the  E lectoral D ivision Com m ittees will be natu rally  
too g rea t an ex ten t of liberality , and a  tim id or m ore culpable 
neglect of a  rig id  restriction  of g ra tu itous relief to those who 
have most s tric tly  a claim to it. I t  will be, therefore , one of 
th e  m ost arduous duties of the  F inance Com m ittee, to tak e  
every  m easure in th e ir  pow er, and to seek for every  possible 
inform ation th a t m ay enable them  to scrutinize and revise the 
lists for relief.

4. H av ing  ascertained the  estim ated w ants of th e ir  U nion 
for a given period by the  re tu rn s  m ade to  them , the  Finance 
Comm ittee should tak e  a com prehensive view of th e  best and 
cheapest means b y  which th e  requisite supplies could be p ro 
cured, w hether by  a  general arrangem en t by th e ir own body 
for the  en tire  district— which will have th e  advantage of a 
m ore wholesale dealing for them — or by  leaving its m anage
m ent to the  Division Committees- In  e ither case, the  D iv i
sion Com m ittees will be instructed , as fa r as shall be necessary, 
on the  course to be pursued.

5. T he F inance C om m ittees a re  requested  particu larly  to 
d irect th e ir  a tten tion  to  principles of action on th e  p a r t of the  
com m unity, on which depend a  g rea t deal of the  am ount of 
p resen t suffering ; and  will, i t  is hoped, use the ir u tm ost in 
fluence to cause them  to  take  a  r ig h t direction for th e  fu ture  
w elfare of th e  country .

F irs tly — A ny im pression which m ay have arisen, in con
sequence of th e  new Bill for the  T em porary  R elie f of the 
D estitu te  P ersons in Ireland, th a t individuals and associa
tions, especially those of the  localities, m ay discontinue th e ir 
voluntary  efforts, should be strenuously  counteracted. I f  
such a  principle w ere to be extensively acted upon, th e  re 
lief would no doubt eventually fail. N e ith e r would it be 
consistent w ith th e  feelings of hum anity  to leave a  popu
lation, in the  lowest sta te  of w ant, to the  lim ited pittance
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th a t could alone be doled out under a  provision by  law ; 
a  course th a t would tend  to ra ise up feelings of despair 
and  alienation, if not anim osity, as the  na tu ra l conse
quence in the  minds of th e  suffering poor a t finding 
them selves thus abandoned.

Secondly— A feeling m ay arise am ong th e  labouring 
classes, th a t it  is now less necessary for them  to  re ly  on 
th e ir own energies, as th ey  m ay in fu tu re  expect to  ob 
tain  support from the public. Independen t of th e  de
gradation  th a t every  individual m ust incur who, by  rea
son o f  his own neglect or idleness, requ ires subsistence 
from th e  public, he should be m ade aw are how m iserable 
and scanty th a t subsistence m ust be, if  it  can be con
tinued a t all, and  how unm anly i t  is to  abandon his in 
dependence, and  all hopes of b e tte rin g  th e  condition 
of his family.

T h ird ly — T h ere  m ay be an a ttem pt, on the p a rt of 
farm ers and occupiers of m ore land than  th ey  can culti
vate by  th e ir own labour, to m ake out the  am ount of 
wages which ought to be paid to th e ir h ired  labourers 
by the  gratu itous distribution. T his lias been adverted  
to  in th e  Instructions to the  lle lie f  Com m it!ees, and how
ever plausible m ay appear to be the  pleas in favour of 
it, should never be adm itted, even under th e  p resen t 
circumstances. I t  is p regnan t w ith danger, and  lias a l
ready  been the  cause of very  g rea t evils in Englande 
I f  such a system  w ere allowed, it  would become gene
ra l ; and th e  in justice of thus defraying, generally  by 
th e  public, p a r t of the  cost of the  produce of a  business, 
in contem plation of profits, would tend to  fa r g rea te r 
in ju ry  than  would arise from even partia l non-em ploy
m ent, in th e  few cases w here the  en tire  fam ily could no t 
earn  th e  d ay ’s wages of-one efficient labourer.

F o u r th ly —T he despondency a t th e  loss of th e  potato* 
i t  is understood, has, in some instances, led to a reokless 
spirit of neglect of the cultivation of m any of th e  small 
holdings, p a rtly  arising, perhaps, from a  want of know 
ing in w hat m anner to  procure a crop th a t shall be a  
substitu te. T his is a m a tte r of considerable difficulty, 
and is only to be dealt w ith in detail, according to th e  
especial circumstances th a t in  each district lead to th is 
neglect. I t  is an object of vital im portance to prevent, 
as much as possible, any  available land rem aining unpro
ductive ; and  even should th e re  appear to bo difficulties 
respecting th e  provision of seed, it is incum bent on the  
Comm ittees, as well as on all persons of p ro p e rty  and 
intelligence in the  country , to  exert every  influence in 
th e ir pow er to provide a  rem edy for the evil, by inves-
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its cause.

6. The system of public relief works, so injurious and de
moralizing. when carried  to th e  ex ten t th a t, owing to  pecu
liar circumstances, they  have now reached, m ust be discon
tinued forthw ith , and labour m ust be re insta ted  in the  
wholesome condition of being applied solely to objects th a t 
shall be indisputably w orthy  of it, and of being only paid for 
in proportion to th e  full value of w ork done. U nder those 
conditions, it will be m ost desirable to  encourage it  in the  
g rea tes t degree, both by  public and p rivate  w orks, arrang ing  
for reducing th e  operations on th e  form er during  th e  periods 
when labour is w anted for tillage.

7. I t  is, how ever, from private  em ploym ent in the  cultiva
tion and im provem ent of land th a t th e  g rea test benefit is to be 
derived ; and  th e  m em bers of th e  Finance Com m ittee are  
earnestly  requested  to prom ote th is desirable object by every  
legitim ate means— by th e ir own exam ple— by th e ir  personal 
influence— and by endeavouring to  convince em ployers of 
labour th a t it is for the common in te res t of all to p reven t the  
peasan try  from acquiring a hab it of dependence on g ra tu itous 
relief.

8. The Finance Com m ittees will fix days for periodical 
m eetings for despatch of business, which should not be less 
frequen t than  once a week.

9. T he  P oor Law  establishm ent will be d irected  to  re n 
d e r  them  every  accommodation and assistance in its power.
A n y  o ther establishm ent expenses th a t m ay be necessary for 
c a rry in g  on th e  duties will be paid out ol the  R elief Fund, 
and  m ust be on the  m ost m oderate scale, and  subm itted p re 
viously for the  sanction of the Commissioners.

10. T he  Commissioners will receive w ith respect any  sugges
tions for ca rry in g  out the  relief m easures which the Finance 
Com m ittees m ay bo inclined to  subm it to them  through th e ir 
inspecting officers, and will actively  co-operate in all th a t 
shall be in th e ir pow er, and th a t m ay appear to them  to be
rea lly  beneficial, t/

ON THE MANNER OF KEEPING THE ACCOUNTS.
11. T he  duplicate R elief L ist m ust be transm itted  by  the See Form a . 

R elief Com m ittee to  th e  Finance C om m ittee every  fo rt
n ight, w ith the  several alterations and additions th a t they
m ay have considered it necessary to m ake. The Finance 
Com m ittee m ust verify  and correct th is list when considered 
necessary, approve of it by  th e  signature  of the  Chairm an 
a fte r the  last nam e on th e  list, and re tu rn  it to the  R elief 
Comm ittee.

12. T he R elief L ist for sale of ra tions to poor families See Form B.
c 2

3 5
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See Form C.

See Form D.

See Form E.

See Form F.

whose earnings a re  insufficient to  purchase enough food, on 
account of th e  h igh  prices, m ust be p repared  in  duplicate 
by  th e  R elie f Comm ittee, and sen t every  fo rtn igh t to the 
Finance Com m ittee for approval, both  as to th e  num ber of 
rations, and  th e  ra te  a t  which each ra tion  is to be sold during  
th e  ensuing fortn igh t.

13. T he A ccount Book of ra tions sold, and  th e  am ount 
received for th e  same, which is to be k ep t by  the  C lerk  to  
th e  R elief Comm ittee, m ust be inspected, from  tim e to tim e, 
by  th e  Finance Com m ittee, or th e ir C lerk , to  ascertain  th a t 
th e  num ber of rations issued to any  individual, and th e  ra te  
charged  for rations, corresponds w ith th e  R elief L ist approved 
of for th e  tim e by  th e  Finance C om m ittee; also, th a t  th e  
daily  receip ts are correctly  charged  in the  fo rtn igh tly  accounts 
of th e  R elief Comm ittee.

14. A n estim ate of the  am ount requ ired  by  each R elief Com
m ittee m ust be forw arded to th e  F inance Comm ittee acting for 
th e  Union, every  fo rtn igh t, show ing th e  value of th e  prov i
sions (required  to  provide th e  necessary num ber of rations) 
au thorized to be issued by  th e  R elie f L ist, which m ust be 
ascertained by  adding the  to tals of th e  several pages to g e th e r ; 
w ith the  cost of th e  establishm ent, and  every  o ther local ex
pense w hatever ; showing also th e  m anner it  is proposed th e  
funds should be provided. T he  F inance Com m ittee m ust 
revise these estim ates and calculations, and  decide on the  
am ount to  be provided.

15. T he  C lerk  of the  Finance Com m ittee is to  collect th e  
several estim ates w hen so revised, and form  them  into one 
general estim ate, for transm ission, accompanied by  the  R elief 
Com m ittee’s estim ates, to  th e  R elief Commissioners, stating  
th e  tim e when th e  am ount will be required  ; which general 
estim ate m ust be signed by  two m em bers of the  F inance Com
m ittee, one being the  G overnm ent Inspector.

16. T he F inance Com m ittee m ust requ ire  from  the  R elief 
Com m ittee a  separate account every  fortn igh t, for each E lec
to ra l D ivision w ithin its province, to  accompany th e  estim ate 
before stated , showing the  receip ts and paym ents w ithin th e  
fortn igh t, and the  balance rem aining in hand (if large, the  issues 
from  the  Finance Com m ittee m ust be regulated  accordingly), 
which account m ust be supported  by  p roper receipts and  
documents, bearing due au th o rity  for the  sums paid. T he  
C lerk  to the  Finance Com m ittee m ust examine very  closely 
the  several items of th is account, and point out to  his Com
m ittee any unusual or unauthorized expenditure, in o rder th a t 
explanation m ay be called for from  the  R elief Comm ittee. T he 
account and vouchers m ust be reta ined  by the  Finance Com
m ittee until requ ired  by  th e  R elief Commissioners.

17. T he  T reasu rer of the  U nion will be th e  T reasu rer
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for the F inance Com m ittee, bu t m ust keep the  two accounts 
separate and d is tin c t; to  whom will be rem itted , from  tim e 
to  time, such sum or sums of m oney as th e  R elief Commis
sioners m ay th ink  fit, founded upon the foregoing estim ates, 
w hether as loans on th e  credit of ra tes, or as g ran ts in aid  of 
ra tes  or contributions for the  purposes o f th e  A ct. Such officer 
will therefo re  be the person to  be nam ed in the  W a rra n t of the  
L o rd  L ieu tenan t re fe rred  to in th e  8 th  clause of the  A ct.

18. T he  T reasu rer m ay only m ake paym ents out of such 
m oney under the  signatures of th e  C hairm an of the  Finance 
Committee, for the tim e being, and  of th e  G overnm ent In 
spector, jo in tly— retain ing  th e  direction as h is 'a u th o rity  for 
the  issue, and  tak ing  th e  receip t of th e  p a r ty  to whom he 
pays the am ount, according to th e  same regulations as req u ir
ed under the  P oo r L aw  A ct, as a  voucher to  obtain credit 
from  the  R elief Commissioners.

19. T h e  T reasu re r of th e  U nion, acting as T reasu re r for SeeForm G . 
th e  F inance Com m ittee, will be requ ired  to  transm it m onthly
to  the  R elie f Commissioners, in  D ublin , an  account, w ithin 
th ree  days a fte r the expiration of each calendar m onth, show
ing his receipts and  paym ents on account of th e  Com m ittee, 
and  the  balance rem aining in his hands, which account m ust 
be accompanied b y  complete vouchers in  support of his r e 
ceipts and  paym ents ; a  duplicate th e reo f m ust be sen t to  the  
Finance Committee, which is to  be signed b y  th e  C hairm an, 
and  also forw arded to th e  Commissioners. T he  C lerk  of the  
F inance Comm ittee m ust keep an account book of th e  receipts 
and  paym ents, as a  check upon th e  T reasu rer, w ith  which he 
is to  com pare th e  duplicate account.

20. W hen th e  G uardians shall not have m oney in hand  See Form H. 
sufficient to  m eet the  am ount m entioned in th e  W a rra n t of
th e  L o rd  L ieu tenan t, re fe rred  to  in  P a r t  IV ., b u t shall have 
resolved on m aking a R a te  for th e  purposes of th e  A ct, the  
G overnm ent Inspector of th e  U nion shall certify  to  the  
R elie f Commissioners, th a t  a  resolution has been passed, and 
th a t, to  th e  best of h is belief, th e  G uardians a re  proceeding 
w ith  all possible despatch to  m ake and levy such R a te  ; w hen 
th e  Commissioners will, if  th ey  shall th ink  fit, m ake such 
loans on the  credit of the  R ates so about to be made, as shall 
be authorized  by  th e  L ords of th e  T reasu ry .

21. In  transm itting  to the  R elief Commissioners th e  respec
tive estim ates and accounts, as well as observations arising out 
of them , i t  is requested  th a t the w ord “  F inance” be inserted  
a t  th e  left-hand corner of the address on th e  le tte r .

B y  O rd er,
W. STANLEY,

R elief Commission Office, Dublin Castle, Secretary.
10Ih March, 1847.



F 0 It M S
REFERRED TO IN TH E PRECEDING INSTRUCTIONS.

F o r m  A.

Finance.

INSTRUCTIONS.
The Clerk to the Kelief Committee is to enter in this List, from time to  

time, applications made for Relief, together with the particulars of each case, 
as required by the headings of the respective columns ; he is to be most care
ful in classing the applicants under the two sections of the List, of “ Help
less Poor” and “ Able-bodied Poor” ; and the required particulars having 
been submitted to the Relief Committee, the aSftyssion of the party or family 
to relief, shall be notified by inserting the date from which the relief is to be 
allowed, and the signature of the Chairman affixed thereto.

The names o f individuals comprised in families must be inserted in the 
List in succession ; thus—

Murphy, Patrick, ')
-------------------Rachael, wife, f  with the requisite particulars o f
------------------- William, ) Children C eacl1 member of each family.
------------------ Jane, f * j

The number to be inserted in the first Column will be against “ Murphy, 
Patrick,” but not against his dependents.

I f  the age is not exactly known, it must be given as correctly as may be.
In setting down the Calling of the Applicant for Relief, the name of the 

particular branch of Labour which he lias exercised must be inserted and 
the party for whom he worked.

In the first section of the List for Helpless Poor, cases arising from Infir
m ity of Mind or Body are to be inserted, but the nature and extent of the 
infirmity is to be designated; as “ Lunatics,” or “ Idiots,” or “ Deaf and 
Dum b,” or “ Crippled,” or “ Helpless from old age,” &c.

Small holders of land shall be allowed a fixed period for tilling their land, 
during which time gratuitous relief shall be afforded to them and their 
families.

The Clerk of the Union is to compare the Valuation for Poor Rates in 
force in the Union with the entries herein, and place his initials at the foot 
oi the Column of each page, altering the entries where it is necessary.

The names are to be revised once every fortnight, and when relief is to be 
continued the number of rations assigned to each applicant for the ensuing 
fortnight is to be inserted, together with the initials of the Chairman.

Lhe first fortnight is to be considered as having commenced on Monday, 
the 15th March, the second from Monday the 29th March, and so on, as 
shown by the Specimen.

If fraud or personation is detected, the supply of rations must be with
held, and the case reported to the Relief Committee.

To deter dishonest persons who are in employment and earning a livelihood, 
from representing themselves as destitute and from applyingfor relief, every 
person numbered on the second part of this Liât, (except the small farmers 
as above stated,) must apply in person daily for his Rations, or send a Medical 
Certificate of illness.

No Rations are to be advanced in anticipation, except to the helpless Poor, 
and the advance must not extend beyond the fortnight for which the relief 
has been allowed in the particular case.

Double Rations may be issued on Saturdays.
The Duplicate of this List is to be sent every fortnight to the Finance Com 

uiittee for approval,

F O R M  A.— F I N A N C E .
10 Vic., Cap. 7.

RELIEF LIST,
Electoral Division of._______________

---------------------------U N IO N .
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FORM C— FIN A N C E — 1 0 t h  V i c t o r i a , C a p . 7.

Electoral Division of_____________________
_________  Ü nion.

A C C O U N T

OF

R A T IO N S  S O L D  T O  P E R S O N S  IN  E M P L O Y M E N T ,

IN  CONSEQUENCE OF THE HIGH PRICE OF PROVISIONS,

BY

Clerk to R elief Committee.

The Sale of Rations can only be permitted when there shall be sufficient 
Soup and Provisions remaining, after allowing for the Day's Issue to the 
whole of the persons on the Destitute List.

Rations are not allowed to be Sold to any person not named in the Relief 
List of Sales. Double Rations may be Sold on Saturday.

The amount received for Sales is to be accounted for daily to the Relief 
Committee, which must be checked by the number of Rations allowed to be 
issued, and the rate to be charged per Ration, as shown by the Relief List 
of Sales.

Date. Name. Residence.
Number of 

Rations 
allowed to be 

sold.

Rate
per

R ation.

Amount
received.
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R EL IE F LIST. Union.

No.

NAMES OF AM*UCANTS.

Agt.
RESIDENCE.

State Townland, where or with whom.

Employment or Calling.
By whom usually 

employed.

J S J Í & .MmY-MU Widow, oi 
Widower.
IF CHILD, 

whether Orphan, Deserted, or 
Illegitimate.

if
Aliie

Bodied.

HELPLESS OR IMPOTENT.
If partially or wholly disabled, 

and the description of disability.

Number or Irish
holdlb*.

of Acre* of arable Ufidinclude.

Valuatiot 
tor Pnot 
Rate*.

£

i
ÎIrotjVrkai d»te

w i r a & f
Cutmnittee. Íof Families And

Adult.,

Christian X tmd of 
Mivct, and children 
under is yean depen

dent on them.

1947.

S p e c i m e n — H e LPLESS P o o r .

1 Donovan, Bridget, __ 72 Spaw, with son Thomas
Donovan, . — Widow, . No Helpless from old age, — — 17 March, John Burke,

2 Smith, James, - 12 Blennerville, . - Deserted, . - Crippled, . —. — — 17 », Jolih BOm I

3 Brady, William, . __ 25 Tralee, High-street, with
sister Jane O’Gorman, Beggar, . Single, No Idiot, .  . — — — 17 „ John Burke.

S jPECIMEN— A b L II-B O D Il:d  P o o r .

1 Grogan, Patrick, . _ 47 Tralee, W ater-lane, Labourer for Mr.
Duggan, Married, . Yes — — — — "

Martha, Wife, 45 — _

Patrick, 14 Lame, .  . _

Jane, . 12
17 March, John Burke,

James, . 10 Crippled, . _ —

John, . 5 - I -
2 Sullivan, Thomas, — 50 Castle Island, Farm er, . Married, . Yes — 3 l 31

K itty, Wife, . 45 - 17 March, John  Burke,

Thomas, 10 — J
3 O'Maley, William, __ 24 Killflin, with Tim. Leary, Labourer for J .

Donovan, esq., Single, Yes — — — 17 March, John Burke,

4 O’Neill, Timothy, — 40 Currens, .  , Shoemaker, Single, Yes — — 9 May, Johu Burke,

Total,

1 -

Destitute Persons in the Electoral Division of

-NIMBES OP RAÏI0N3 ÎO BË ÎÎËL1 VeJIED DAILY TO HEADS OF FAMILIES AND ADULTS IS  THE FOLLOWING FORTNIGHTS.

m 12J

3M FortíiigÍt. I íth  fo'rtnlgM:

ftlitiM W
Chairman

12 to 25 April

J .  B.

à. b .

26 A pril to 9A p ril  t

124 lié

10 to 23 May 24 May to 6 
Juno.

1 ! J . B.
! 1

7th Fortnight. j nth Fortnight. I nth Fortnight.

21 June to 4 
Ju ly .

5 to 18 Ju ly .

10th Fortnight. ))th Fortnight I

« or x,iiiin Hi

19 Ju ly  to 1 
August.

itolôilugust. 10'

J



'
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PORM D.— FINANCE.

ESTIM ATE of the Sums required by the________________________

Relief Committee for the Fortnight ending..___________________ 1847.

To provide Materials for the supply of the following 
Rations daily, less the quantity now on hand, v iz .__

No.

1st List— Destitute Persons,

2nd ,, —Sale to persons in employ- \  
ment (on account of high prices) /

Total Number, .

Rations,

>>

A s per estimate of quantities, to be furnished if )  
r e q u ir e d , ...................................................................... j

For the W eekly Pay of the following Persons, em
ployed under the direction of the Committee, viz. :__

£

A bate:—Balance remaining in hand, arising from) 
sales, &c., as shown by accompanying Account, . y

N et Amount required by th e ___________ 1847, to be }
provided as shown on the back hereof, . ' . . j

( Chairman,
I R elief Committee.

1847.

To the Finance Committee acting fo r  the

_____ _ . ________________ Union,

County______________________ -

F orm D.

Finance.
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FORM E.— FINANCE,

ESTIM ATE of Sums required by the following Relief Committees 

within the_____________ Union, for the Fortnight ending__________ 1847.

For the Relief Committee of

For Do..............

For Do: .......

For D o.............

For Do...............

For Do................

For D o.............

Èor D o.................. ;

For Do. . . . . . ._

For D o.............:....

Total,

We hereby Certify that we have revised and amended the several enclosed 

Estimates received from the respective Relief Committees within this Union,

where found necessary ; and that the Sum of______________ _____________ _

will be required by the_________________________ 1847, to be provided for in

the manner stated upon each.

Two Members o f 
the Finance Com
mittee (one being 
the Government 
Inspector.)

To the Relief Commissioners.
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F orm G.

Finance.
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FORM H.— FINANCE.

A c t \ 0  Vic. y cap. 7.

INSPECTORS’ CERTIFICATE THAT BOARD OF GUAR
DIANS HAVE RESOLVED ON MAKING A RATE.

I  hereby Certify that the Board of Guardians for the_

Union have passed a Resolution for making a Rate, in pursuance 

of Act 10 Vic., cap. 7, and, to the best of my belief, they are pro

ceeding with all possible dispatch to make and levy such Rate.

Given under my hand at

this .day of .1847.

To the o m m is s w n e r s .

Signature o f Government 
Inspector fo r the

Union.
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M E M O R A N D U M

OF THE

PUTIES TO BE PERFORMED AT THE FIRST MEETINGS 
OF FINANCE COMMITTEES.

1. To select a  C hairm an from th e ir  own body.

2. To elect a  C lerk, who m ay be paid a  small Salary , 
which should be rep o rted  to  th e  R elief Commissioners for 
approval.

3. To consider w hether it would be desirable to unite  any 
tw o or m ore of the E lectoral D ivisions in one R elie f D istric t, 
and rep o rt the ir opinion thereon  to the  R elie f Commissioners, 
th rough  the  Inspector.

4. I f  th e re  is any  E lectoral D ivision in the  U nion for which 
no R elie f Com m ittee has been form ed, or can be conveniently 
form ed in accordance w ith  the  G eneral O rd ers  of th e  L o rd  
L ieu tenan t, published in th e  Dublin Gazette, to consider 
w hether it would be desirable th a t a  R elief Com m ittee should 
be appointed for such E lec to ra l D ivision, under any Special 
O rd er, and if so, how such R elie f Com m ittee should be consti
tu ted  ; and to rep o rt thereon  to  the  R elie f Commissioners, 
th ro u g h  th e  Inspector.

5. To exam ine L ists provided by R elie f Committees, of the  
persons to be relieved in each E lectoral D ivision, to g e th er 
w ith th e  E stim ates founded on such Lists.

I f  no such L ists have been made and no such Estimates 
fram ed , the Finance Committee should take special steps to 
stimulate the exertions o f  the R elief Committees ; as without 
such Lists and Estimates the Act cannot be pu t in operation 
fo r  the affording o f R elief
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By Authority—A l e x a n d e r  T h o m , 87, Abbey-street, Dublin.


