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FREE TRADE AND TRADE UNIONISM

INTRODUCTION.

O w i n g  to the  insulated posit ion o f  th is  co untry ,  all its inter

national  trade m u st  o f  n e c e s s i t y  p a s s  th r o u g h  the h an d s  o f  the 

sh ip o w n er .  A s  a rule,  he  is better paid for c a r r y i n g  im ports  than 

exports ,  and so ca n n o t  be inf lu enced  b y  c la s s  interests  w h e n  a d 

v o c a t i n g  a p o l icy  th at  w o u ld  result  in an increase  o f  h o m e - g r o w n  

food. T h e  fo l lo w in g  re m ark s  on our  F r e e  T r a d e  pol icy ,  therefore,  

m a y  be a cc ep ted  as unbiassed,  w h a t e v e r  their other  m erits  m a y  be.

H a v i n g  in v i e w  the present ag i ta t io n  in fa v o u r  o f  recip rocity ,  or 

re gulated  free trade,  instead  o f  the  unrestricted free trade p ol icy  o f  

the  present d ay,  w e  w o u ld  a s k  th ose  w h o  a d v o c a t e  a continuat ion  

o f  our present  s y s t e m  to fo l low  us  in s o m e  further  consideration of  

the subject.  W e  say  “ further co n sid e ra t io n ,”  b e c a u s e  there  is 

much reason to fear a d is pos it ion  exis ts  w ith  m a n y  to shut  th eir 

ears to all  arg u m e n t ,  and to “ pooh, p o o h ”  those w h o  ad v o cate  

reciprocity.  T h i s  d isposit ion m a y  be the re sult  o f  an u n q u e st io n in g  

confid ence  in the opinion s  o f  e m i n e n t  F r e e  T r a d e  leaders ,  or a 

co n v ic t io n  th at  free trade has proved i tse l f  so superior  to e v e ry  

other s y s te m  that the d a y s  for d i s c u s s i n g  its merits  are passed ; and 

that not to re cogn ise  it as th e  true  c o m m e r c i a l  p a n a c e a  is proof  o f  

a fossil ized mind, or o f  s e l f  interest  so s tro n g  th at  th e  e y e  o f  the 

objector is blinded th ereby.  C o n s e q u e n t l y  th ose  w h o  would  regulate  

trade are often treated  e i ther  c o n te m p tu o u s ly ,  or w ith  a c o m p a s 

sion ate  regard for their w e a k n e s s ,  r e c e i v i n g  such a n s w e rs  as— “ Y o u r
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n ot ion s  are  a n t i q u a t e d ; ”  “ Y o u r  a r g u m e n t s  h a v e  been e xplode d  

l o n g  a g o  ; ”  “  Y o u  h a d  bet ter tr y  and p er su ad e  the p eo p le  to h a v e  

th e ir  food t a x e d  a g a i n ; ”  “  W o u l d  you  r e v iv e  th e  in iq uito us  Corn  

L a w s ? ”  “ T a x i n g  th e  first  n e ce ss i t ie s  o f  l ife is r e p u g n a n t  to  an 

E n g l i s h m a n  ; ”  “  W o u l d  y o u  h a m p e r  trade,  and  in cre ase  th e  c o s t  o f  

l i v i n g  in fa v o u r  o f  a  c l a s s ? ”  N o w  s u c h  r e m a r k s  are  not a r g u 

m en ts ,  and  prove  n o t h i n g  e x c e p t  a d is inc l inat io n  to d iscu ss .

T h e r e  are  a lso  n u m b e r s  o f  m e n  w h o  do not treat  y o u  so 

c a v a l ie r ly .  T h e s e  w i l l  l i s ten to w h a t  is a d v a n c e d ,  and e v e n  confess  

w e  m a y  be g o i n g  too  far ; but t h e y  j u d g e  th a t  y o u  w il l  not be able 

to c o n v i n c e  th e  people  o f  E n g l a n d  th a t  F r e e  T r a d e  is w r o n g .  T h e y  

are g lad  to d is m is s  th e  tr o u b le so m e  subject ,  a n d  are  c o n t e n t  to 

a l lo w  t h i n g s  to go  on as t h e y  are, un d e r  the i m p r e s s io n ,  apparent ly ,  

th a t  it d o es  not i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n ce rn  th e m .  T h e s e  la tter form a 

c la ss  th a t  w o u ld  in e x a c t l y  th e  s a m e  spirit  a c q u i e s c e  in th e  worst  

form o f  protection,  i f  it h a p p e n e d  to be th e  rule o f  th e  day.

A  s u m m a r y  d is m is s a l  o f  an im p o rta n t  subje ct  w it h o u t  a he a r in g ,  

should  n e v er  be pract ised,  no m a t t e r  h o w  sm a l l  th e  m in o r i t y  m a y b e .  

T r u th  does  not a l w a y s  rest  w ith  th e  m a jo r i ty ,  and  th is  is e sp e c ia l ly  

true  in m atters  o f  publ ic  p o l icy ,  b e c a u s e  in all p opular  m o v e 

m e n ts  th ere  is a 'd is p o s i t io n  to run to e x c e s s .  H i s t o r y  p ro ve s  that  

n at io n a l  m o v e m e n t s  do not s top  at  th eir  proper  l im its  on th e  first 

s w el l  o f  the  tide,  but run on b e y o n d  proper b ounds  ; after  w h i c h  

c o m e s  th e  inev i tab le  react ion ,  w h i c h  in its turn a lso  g o e s  too  far. 

F r e e  T r a d e  is n o w  in its first f lo w  ; and  in a s k i n g  for a h e a r in g  w e  

o n ly  a s k  w h a t  should  w i s e l y  be g iv en  to e v e r y  r e sp e ctab le  minority .  

B u t  th e  claim for a  h e a r i n g  is m u c h  s tr o n g e r  in th is  ca se ,  as it m a y  

e v e n  be th e  v o ice  o f  a m a jo r i ty ,  and one c o m p o s e d  o f  m e n  quite  as 

c a p a b le  o f  j u d g i n g  as F r e e  T r a d e r s .  F o r  a l th o u g h  th e  latter appear  

in the  m a jo r i ty  in th is  co untry ,  a n d  h a v e  for th e  t im e  decided  its 

pol icy ,  w e  m u st  not forget th a t  m e n  o f  an o pposi te  w a y  o f  th in k in g  

are in the  m a jo r i ty  on th e  co n t in e n t  and in A m e r i c a .  N o r  is it 

certain  th at  e v e n  in th is  c o u n t r y  h ard  and fast  F r e e  T r a d e r s  are 

m o re  n u m e r o u s  th an  in others ,  a t  le a s t  a m o n g s t  m e n  w h o  th in k  for 

t h e m s e l v e s .  W e  k n o w  our  F r e e  T r a d e  leaders  are ch ie f ly  L ib e ra ls  

w h o  c o u n t  on th e w o r k i n g  m e n  to support them . T h a t  such s u p 

port can  be n o t h i n g  b ut  a  blind fo l low ing ,  so far as F r e e  T r a d e  is 

c o n c e r n e d ,  is proved  b y  th e  fact  th at  d irect ly  w o rk m e n  are free to
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follow their  o w n  opinion  in c o m m e r c i a l  m atters  t h e y  b e c o m e  the 

m ost  rabid protectionis ts  the  world  has  e v e r  seen. T h e  rules and 

pract ices  o f  T r a d e s ’ U n i o n i s m  are  n o t h i n g  if not intensi fied p ro 
tect ionism .

It is not b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  no a bstract  be l ie f  in the m erits  o f  

Free  T r a d e  princip les  th a t  F r e n c h m e n  and A m e r i c a n s  refuse  to 

fol low us. N o  doubt in t h e o r y  t h e y  hold th e  s a m e  opinion as  our 

F r e e  T r a d e r s ,  v i z . : — th a t  i f  trade could  be a l low ed  u n iv ersa l  free 

course ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  re stric tions w h a te v e r ,  it w o u ld  be better for 

all ; but t h e y  a r g u e  t h e y  m u s t  act  on the pract ical  v i e w  o f  the  

subject .  T h e y  see  w e  h a v e  opened o u r  m a rk e ts  to th e m  u n c o n 

ditional ly ,  and t h e y  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  our  ge n e ro s i ty ,  this b e in g  

all the  a d v a n t a g e  t h e y  c a n  d er ive  from F r e e  T r a d e .  T h e y  will  not 

im p o se  its o b l igat ion s  u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and  open theirs  to us,  as 

th e y  k n o w  th at  b y  so a c t i n g  t h e y  m u s t  be th e  losers.

L e t  us  see  w h a t  are th e  v i e w s  o f  th e  R e c i p r o c i t y  m a n .  H i s  

first fu n d a m e n t a l  posit ion  is that  F r e e  T r a d e  is correct in principle,  

and next,  th a t  it w o u ld  be h i g h l y  benefic ia l  u n iv ersa l ly ,  i f  it could 

be u n iv e r s a l ly  carr ied out.  T h e r e  is no  difference  o f  opinion as  to 

the  m er its  ot the principle.  I t  is in its pract ical  appl icat ion the 

g reat  d iv e r g e n c e  exis ts .  I t  m a y  e v e n  be adm itted  that  it w a s  worth  

this c o u n t r y  s w h i le  to m a k e  s o m e  sacr if ice  in t a k i n g  the  first step,  

se t t in g  a c u s to m  for the  entire  world  to adopt,  and so b e c o m i n g  

the lead er  in a m o v e m e n t  th a t  w o u ld  h a v e  benefi tted all nations.  

B u t  h a v i n g  done so,  and  h a v i n g  sh o w n  th a t  other  co un tr ie s  will  

not, o r  cannot,  follow, it is t im e  to stop.  T h e  p ro o f  th at  it is t im e 

to stop,  and th at  th e  one-s ided  a p p l ic a t io n  c f  F r e e  T r a d e  is 

injurious to th is  c o u n t r y ,  can  be bet ter g iv en  than b y  a n s w e r i n g  the 

F r e e  T r a d e r ’s re aso n s  in d e fe n ce  o f  the  pract ice.  A s  before stated,  

the F r e e  T r a d e r  g i v e s  but fe w  a r g u m e n t s .  H i s  in d u c e m e n t s  for 

c o n t i n u in g  F r e e  T r a d e  are g iv e n  m ore  in th e form o f  s ta tem e n ts  

(w h ic h  y o u  are expected  to acc ep t)  th an  sound r e aso n in g s ,  and 

s o m e  o f  th ese  s ta t e m e n ts  are m e r e ly  sen t im e n ta l  ones.  L e t  us 

ta k e  the principal  or le a d in g  F r e e  T r a d e  re ason s  or s ta tem e n ts ,  and 

a n s w e r  th em  s in g ly ,  w ith  the  v i e w  o f  s h o w i n g  that  recipro ci ty  is a 

n e c e s s i t y  to th is  country ,  and that w ith ou t  it F r e e  T r a d e  is an 

a la r m in g  loss.  T h e  F r e e  T r a d e r ’s v i e w s  and s ta t e m e n ts  m a y  be 
ta bulated thus  :—



1 .— Freedom  in trade must o f necessity be correct, seeing that it gives liberty of 

action, allow ing every one to buy and sell in the cheapest and best 

market.

2.— N o class interest should be studied, but only the general or great consum ing 
public.

3.— T h ey  point trium phantly to the increase in trade, and in individual income 

in this country, since the introduction o f  Free T rade, and claim them as 

proofs o f  its merits.

4.— W h en asked how the Annual One Hundred and Forty-tw o Millions excess 

o f imports over exports are paid for, a few confess it is a puzzling question, 

seeing the m ovem ents o f the precious m etals do not shew it, w hile others 

give imperfect and inaccurate explanations.

5.— T h e y  claim  cheapness o f food as the result o f Free T rade, and especially 

freedom from famine prices after bad harvests.

6 .— T h ey  ask, “  is it not better to buy cheap than dear ? ”

7.— Som e put the imports and exports together, and look upon them as sources 

o f  national w ealth.

8.— T h ey  tell us that other countries w ould take retaliative steps if  we now 

attem pted to put duties on the goods they send us.

g .— T h ey  ask us “  how would it be possible to arrange tariffs that w ould not 

interfere w ith our industries, seeing that raw produce is necessary for our 

m anufactures ? ”

10.— It is said trade w ill take its natural course if  left free, and w ill find healthy 

levels.

11 .— T o  tax the first necessities o f  life is repugnant to the feelings of 

Englishm en.

12.— Free Traders w ill sometimes tell us we dare not advocate in public a tax 

on food importations.

13.— D u rin g  the trade depression, w e have been continually asked to trust in 

som ething turning up, and very  often assured that when the Liberals are 

in power again, trade w ill revive.

B e f o r e  r e p ly in g  to the  fo r e g o in g  points ,  let us  la y  d o w n  a rule 

to be fo l lo wed in a considerat ion o f  th em .  T h i s  is the  m ore  n e c e s 

sary ,  b e c a u s e  in d i s c u s s i n g  nat ional c o m m e r c e  w e  find a lw a y s  a 

s t r o n g  disposit io n to theorize- and w a n d e r  into n e w  principles,  it 

be ing  forgotten th at  the  function o f  b u y i n g  and sell ing,  or g e t t i n g  a 

a l i v in g ,  is but a  h o m e l y  b us in ess ,  and w h e th e r  y o u  co nsider  one 

m a n ’s efforts,  or tho^e o f  the s ev era l  mill ions  fo r m in g  a nation, it is 

the s a m e  th in g .  T h e  rules  th at  g iv e  s u c c e s s  to one will  h a v e  the 

sa m e  result  i f  fo llowed by e a c h  o f  the others ,  and th us  a w h o le



co m m u n i t y ,  w h e th e r  it be a small  to w n  or large  nation,  m a y  pros- 

per b y  fo l low in g  the s a m e  s im ple  rules w h ich  g i v e  s u c c e s s  to the  

individual.  It is a m ere  quest ion  o f  m ult ip licat ion,  d e v e lo p i n g  no 

n e w  princip les  w h a t e v e r  ; and  j u s t  as a  w h o le  r e g im e n t  can j u m p  no 

h i g h e r  th an  one  s o l d i e r c a n , s o a n a t i o n  in c o m m e r c i a l  m atters  cannot,  

m e r e ly  by  n um be rs ,  d eve lo p  n e w  principles  o f  c o m m e r c ia l  growth.  

It is proposed,  therefore,  to test  this v e x e d  question o f  international 

and internal trade and nat ional prosperity  b y  the  h o m e l y  ru les  a 

prudent m a n  fo l low s  in his  b u s in e s s  or d o m e st ic  a rr a n g e m e n ts .  

A n d  to further  ass is t  the  co n sid e rat ion  o f  the  subject ,  let us first see  

w h a t  our  T r a d e  S ta t is t ic s  are,  s a y  for 1877 E x p o r t s  £252,346,020 ; 

Imports,  £ 3 94 ,4 19 ,6 8 2 .  O u t  o f  this b a lan c e  o f  £ 1 4 2 ,0 7 3 ,6 6 2  w e  

were ,  in 1877,  £ 3 I >59°>°82 to the w r o n g  side in our trade with 

F r a n c e ,  £ 6 1 , 4 4 9 , 1 3 4  w ith  A m e r i c a ,  and £ 7 , 9 6 3 ,7 8 1  w ith  R u s s ia .

O u r  total  imports  and exports  are g iv e n  in the tw o  first su m s,  

but o n ly  h o m e  products  are  referred to in the  las t  t h r e e a m o u n t s .  T o  

g iv e  a  c lue  a lso  to s u b s e q u e n t  r e as o n in g s ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  e le ven u n 

proved posit io ns  are  put forward ,— not f inal ly  o f  course ,  but o n ly  to 

assist  in u n d e r s ta n d in g  the a r g u m e n t ,  and on th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

that their a c c u r a c y  is to be u l t im a te ly  proved.

1st.  A l l  the  food w e  import  m u s t  be paid for. A  nat ion  can no 

more avoid  this condition,  than an individual can  obtain food and 
c lo th i n g  w ith ou t  p a y i n g  for them .

2nd. E n g l a n d  could  not o n ly  exist,  but co n t in u e  p rospero us  for

all t ime,  e v e n  t h o u g h  she  did n ot  g r o w  a  tithe o f  he r  c o n s u m p t io n ,

so lo n g  as  she  paid for her suppl ie s  b y  h e r  labour,  or in o t h e r  w ord s

exported m inera ls  or m a n u fa c t u r e s  o f  equal v a lu e  to he r  imports .

It she does  not p a y  for th e m  in this m an n er ,  it m u st  be done in a

w a y  that  is e x t r e m e ly  e x h a u s t iv e ,  and  m u s t  in e v i t a b ly  lead to 
national ruin.

3rd.  T h e  balance  o f  142 mil l ions-is  an a n n u a l  and i rreco ver

able loss,  the  im po rtan ce  o f  w h i c h  m a y  be best seen b y  c o n s id e r in g  

that a re lat ively  small  increase  of taxat io n  o f  four m ill ions  m a y  at 
t im e s  be sufficient to oust a G o v e r n m e n t .

4th. M o n e y  tak en  from the people  b y  taxat ion,  sent d o w n  to 

our  D o c k y a r d s  and A r s e n a ls ,  and c ircu la te d ,  b ack  into the  c o m 

m u n it y  th rough the w o rk m e n ,  is not so injurious to th e  nation  as 

m o n e y  or v a lu e s  taken from it and sent abro ad,  n e v e r  to return



5th.  N e a r l y  all c l a s s e s  are  supported  b y  w o r k i n g  to s u p p l y  the  

artif icial  w a n t s  o f  th eir n e ig h b o u r s  ; so n o  c la ss  in te rest  c a n  be 

injured  w i t h o u t  a f fe ct in g  pre ju d ic ia l ly  th e  w h o le  nation,  as  its 

destru c t ion  r e m o v e s  a circle o f  p u r c h a s e r s .

6th.  F r e e  T r a d e  as  n o w  pract ised  b y  E n g l a n d  h a s  in jured  i n 

s te ad  o f  a s s i s t i n g  us.  F r e e  T r a d e ,  b y  an  un fo rtu n ate  c o i n c i d e n c e ,  

h a s  r e c e i v e d  cre dit  not its due ,  and  th is  m i s t a k e ,  l ike  an “  Ig n is  

f a t u u s is l e a d i n g  us  to ruin.

7th .  F r e e  T r a d e  h a s  not c h e a p e n e d  food, nor p revented  the 

effects  o f  bad  h a rv e s ts .

8th. B y  th e  c irculat ion  o f  m o n e y  in a  c o m m u n i t y ,  a  co in  can  

pass  from h a n d  to h a n d  in p a y m e n t  o f  se rv ice s  rendered  and 

re ce iv e d ,  and c o m e  b a c k  to th e  o r ig in a l  holder  intact .  T h i s  m a y  go  

on for an indefinite  repet it ion o f  th e  c ircu lat ion ,  e a c h  holder d u r in g  

its co urse  r e c e i v i n g  the full  v a lu e  o f  th e  w h o le  co in  : but i f  each 

person,  s a y  in a c o m m u n i t y  o f  t w e n t y  person s,  should  ta k e  a 

s h i l l in g  from th e  s o v e r e i g n  and send it abroad for food,— in st e a d  o f  

c i r c u la t i n g  th e  w h o l e  w ith in  th e m s e l v e s ,  th e  s o v e r e i g n  w i l l  be  

e x h a u s t e d  in one  c ircula t ion,  w i t h  th e  d is a d v a n t a g e  o f  h a v i n g  o n ly  

c ircu lated  an a v e r a g e  v a lu e  o f  ten s h i l l in g s  th r o u g h  its g r a d u a l  

reduct ions.  W h a t  w o u ld  h a p p e n  to one  co in  wil l  h a p p e n  to a n y  

n u m b e r  ; c o n s e q u e n t ly  a  nation  sp e n d in g  five  per  cent,  o f  its i n c o m e  

in foreign  suppl ies ,  loses  in property  th e  w h o le  v a l u e  o f  its in c o m e  

in e v e r y  tu rn -ove r  o f  t w e n t y  t i m e s  its v a lu e .  In point o f  fact  w e  

spend  not f ive, but abo ut  t w e lv e  per cent,  o f  o u r  i n c o m e  in this 

m a n n e r .

9th.  T h e  operations  o f  foreign trade are e x h a u s t iv e  w h e n  not 

carr ied  th r o u g h  on th e  principle  o f  equal b a lan c e  as b etw e en  im po rts  

and  exports .

10th.  G o l d  h a s  no intr insic  v a lu e  ; but th e  u n iv ersa l  r e p r e s e n 

t a t iv e  c h ara c te r  a t ta ch e d  to it renders  it of  th e  h i g h e s t  c o m m e r c ia l  

i m p o rta n ce ,  and for all pract ical  p u rposes  it m u s t  be treated in its 

operation  d u r in g  c irculation as i f  it w a s  as m u c h  food and c lo th in g  

g iv e n  to e ac h  person w h o s e  h a n d s  it p a s s e s  th ro u g h .  W e  k n o w  

th a t  g i v i n g  a m a n  m o n e y  h a s  the s a m e  potent ia l i ty  as g i v i n g  him 

food. C irc u lat io n  o f  co in  is a revolution  o f  gif ts.  T h i s  p ro c e s s  o f  

c ircula tion h a s  th ree  fe atures ,  and th e se  should  be borne in m ind 

w h i le  co n s i d e r i n g  the  o pe rat ions  o f  trade.



a .— T h e r e  is th e  c ircula tion  o f  m o n e y  th at  g i v e s  m e a n s  o f  

e x is tence ,  but does  not produce  articles o f  c o m m e r c i a l  or e x c h a n g e 

able  va lu e ,  such  as m o n e y  spent in e ducat ion,  or a m u s e m e n t ,  or in 

w a g e s  paid for person al  a ttend ance .  T h e s e  outlets,  n o t w i t h s t a n d 

i n g  th eir  in tr insic  uti l ity,  do not result  in the prod uction  o f  e x 

c h a n g e a b le  w a r e s  that  can  be exported.

b .— T h e r e  is the c ircu lat ion  in c la ss es  w h i c h  result  in the p ro 

duction o f  art ic les  w h i c h  are e x c h a n g e a b le ,  but short-l ived,  such  as 

food or c lo th i n g ,— art ic le s  w h i c h  are  created  and i m m e d ia te ly  perish 

in the  us ing .

c .— T h e r e  is th e  c ircu lat ion  a m o n g  builders ,  en g in e ers ,  a r c h i 

tects ,  i ronworkers ,  & c . ,  r e su l t in g  in th e  p ro d u c t io n  o f  e x c h a n g a b l e  

v a lu e s  o f  a m ore  durable  ch aracter ,  from the b ui ld in g  o f  a h a r b o u r  

th at  adds p e r m a n e n t ly  to the  w e a l t h  o f  a  nat ion,  d o w n  to th e  less  

la s t i n g  art icles  th at  m a y  endure  o n ly  for a f e w  y e a r s .

n t h .  F r e e  T r a d e  and  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  at first s ig h t  

a p p ear in g  rem ote  as th e  P o le s ,  are yet  so in t i m a t e l y  c o n n ec te d  that 

one c a n n o t  be t h o r o u g h l y  considered  w i t h o u t  the  other.  T h i s  is 

the  re sult  o f  E n g l a n d ’s inab i l i ty  to g r o w  sufficient for he r  o w n  

c o n su m p t io n .  T h e  surplus  m u s t  be paid  for. T o  p a y  for it b y  

our  m a n u fa c t u r e s  w e  m u s t  produce  th e m  ch e a p e r  t h a n  the 

foreigner.  T h i s  wil l  be im po ss ib le  if the  efforts o f  labour  are  art i

f icial ly restrained and  its v a lu e  in cre ase d  b y  arbitr ary  m e a s u r e s  

w h i c h  force  it a b o v e  w h a t  th e  l a w  of su p p ly  and d e m a n d  would  

give.

It is n e c e s s a r y  before p r o c e e d i n g  further  to u n d e rs ta n d  w h o  

are co n su m e r s ,  b e c a u s e  th e interests  o f  the  c o n s u m i n g  c la s s e s  are 

put forward on e v e r y  o c c a s i o n  b y  F r e e  T r a d e r s  as a  p le a  for their 

v i e w s .  L e t  th ese  F r e e  T r a d e r s  s h o w  th at  the  nation,  or e v en  the 

great m a jo r i ty  o f  it, is c o m p o s e d  o f  people  w it h  gre a te r  interests  as 

c o n su m e rs  th an  as producers .  I f  t h e y  can  prove  this,  t h e y  prove  

their w h o le  c a s e ,  a s  ce rta in ly  it would  be u n ju st  to fo l low a co urse  

th at  w o u ld  injure the people  o f  this co un try  in the  interests  o f  a 

fe w  producers .  T h e  w h o le  contention  ce n tre s  i tse l f  here.  I f  it 

can  be s h o w n  that the nation  is not d iv ided into a  m a jo r i ty  o f  c o n 

s u m e r s  on the one side and a  few producers  on the other,  the 

greatest  s tu m b l in g - b lo ck  to a  consideration o f  the  ef fects o f  F r e e  

T r a d e  will  be re m ove d.  L e t  us tr y  and  find a person that  is a
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c o n s u m e r  and not a prod ucer  as w el l .  N a y ,  g o  a l itt le far ther  and

tr y  to d is c o v e r  one  w h o  is not o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  m o r e  interested  in 

th is  n a t i o n ’s c o m m e r c i a l  affairs as  a  p rod ucer  th a n  as  a c o n s u m e r .  

Is  he  to be fo und a m o n g  w e e k l y  w o r k m e n ,  or in th e  sa lar ie d  c l a s s e s ?  

A r e  w e  to find a s p e c i m e n  a m o n g  G o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s ,  or  

a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  l ive  on interest,  G o v e r n m e n t  securit ies ,  or ra i l 

w a y  d iv id en d s  ? I t  is i m p o ss i b le  to e n u m e r a te  th e  w h o le ,  but tak e  

at  once  th e  m o s t  e x t r e m e  c a s e  possib le .  S e a r c h  a m o n g  p a u p er  

children to  find one  in terested  le ss  as a  p r o d u c e r  th a n  as  a c o n 

sumer.  D o e s  not th e  v e r y  e x is t e n c e  o f  e v e r y  one  d epend  on the 

m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  ag r ic u l tu re ,  and  tr ade  o f  th is  c o u n t r y ?  E v e r y  

im ag in a b le  sa la r y ,  w a g e ,  or p en sion,  w o u ld  d is a p p e a r  i f  y o u  d e 

s tro y ed  t h e s e  three.  A r e  not r e v e n u e  and t a x e s  derived  from 

t h e m  ? C o u ld  G o v e r n m e n t  p a y  sa lar ies  and  d iv id en d s  i f  th ere  w ere  

no r e v e n u e ,— and  is it n ot  of  v i ta l  im po rta n ce  to th e  p a u p e r  child 

th a t  he  should  h a v e  a pro sp ero us  c o m m u n i t y  to c o m e  to and  w o r k  in ? 

W e  th in k  th a t  no  one wil l  d ispute  th a t  “  H o w  to g e t  a l i v i n g  ? ”  is a 

far  m o re  im p o rta n t  quest ion  th an  “  H o w  to s a v e  5 per cent,  on 

our  p u r c h a s e s  ? ”

I f  it is im p o ss ib le  to find a person  w h o  is  n ot  p er so n al ly  

interested  in th e  w e l fa re  o f  p rod ucers ,  and b y  th is  c o m m u n i t y  o f  

interest a  prod u cer  him self ,  it is w r o n g  to s p e a k  o f  the m a jo r i ty  o f  

th is  nat ion  as w i t h  interests  d is t in ct  from th o s e  o f  its  producers .  

W e  are  said  to be a  nat ion  o f  s h o p k ee p ers ,  but th is  r e m a r k  applies  

to all o ther  nat ions .  T h e  dif ference is o n ly  in d egree ,  and p o s s ib ly  

th ere  n e v e r  w a s  a c iv i l ized  b eing,  l e a v i n g  out,  of course ,  th e  m y t h i c a l  

R o b i n s o n  C r u s o e ,  w h o  did not w a n t  to sell h is  serv ice s  to his 

n e ig h b o u r  in s o m e  form. A n d  th e  o n ly  b uy e rs  in the  m a rk e t  are 

A g r ic u l t u r e ,  T r a d e ,  and M a n u f a c tu r e s .  A s  a  m a n ’s in c o m e  is 

a l w a y s  the first considerat ion ,  o u g h t  not w e  rather  to s p e a k  o f  our

s e lv e s  as a g r e a t  p r o d u c in g  publ ic ,  and tr y  b y  e v e r y  m e a n s  to 

i n cre ase  our  in co m e ,  th an  be for e v er  w a n d e r i n g  up and d ow n  the 

world  s e e k i n g  c h e a p  go o d s  to b u y ?  I m a g i n e  an indiv idual  w a l k i n g  

up and d o w n  s e e k i n g  the c h e a p e s t  shops ,  to th e  n e g le c t  o f  his 

b u s in e s s  and the d estruct ion  o f  the  i n c o m e  w h e r e w it h  to b u y  ! S u c h  

a m a n  w o u ld  be insane.  N o w  a l th o u g h  one-s ided F r e e  T r a d e  does 

not tel l y o u  to idle y o u r  t im e ,  its t e a c h i n g s  in result  are  the  sam e.  

It s a y s  the  m a jo r i ty  o f  the  nation  are c o n s u m e r s  and not producers,  

and co ntends  that  th eir  interests  co nsists  m ore  in m e r e ly  b u y i n g
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c h e a p ly  th an  in p ro te c t in g  the trade  and in c o m e s  o f  the  p ro d u c in g  

c lasses.  O f  course  F r e e  T r a d e r s  will  g o  so far as to la m e n t  the refusal  

o f  the fo re igner  to b u y  y o u r  good s ,  but the m o m e n t  y o u  s u g g e s t  the 

a d v isabi l i ty  o f  p re se r v i n g  y o u r  o w n  h o m e  m arket ,  or rather  w h a t  a 

sensible b us in ess  m a n  w o u ld  term  “ th e k e e p i n g  hold  o f  y o u r  

c o n n e c t io n s ,”  y o u  are told that  y o u r  interests  are th ose  o f  a c o n 

sum er,  and that  y o u  are to b u y  o f  th ese  people  w h o  re fuse  to trade with  

yo u ,  b ecause  t h e y  sell  at  an inappreciable  fraction le ss  th an  y o u r  own 

c l im ate  and l imited a c r e a g e  will  permit  at  h om e .  B u t  still some m a y  

hesi tate  in a c c e p t i n g  this c o m m u n i t y  o f  interests  w ith  the pro

ducer,  and a s k — h o w  can  p er so n s  l i v i n g  on d iv id en d s  from r a i lw a y s  

or G o v e r n m e n t  stock,  or the  e m p l o y e e s  o f  s u c h  person s  be held  as 

p rod ucers?  W e  a n s w e r ,  b e c a u s e  w ith o u t  trade  there  w o u ld  be no 

r a i lw a y  d iv id end s  and no n at io n al  re ven ue .  A  person  m a y  l ive 

here on profits  derived from p rop e rty  abro ad,  and  th u s  be indifferent 

as to this c o u n t r y ’s prosperity ,  b ut  he  c a n n o t  re lieve  h i m s e l f  from 

his d e p e n d e n c e  on T r a d e ,  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  or M a n u f a c t u r e ,  as  these  

are the so u r c e s  from w h i c h  e v e r y t h i n g  is derived  d irect ly  or 

indirectly,  no  m a tt e r  in w h a t  c o u n t r y  his  p rop e rty  l ies .  B u t  there  

are v e r y  fe w  re la t iv e ly  w h o  th u s  l ive  in this c o u n t ry  w ith o u t  a  s take  

in it, th ese  f e w  b e i n g  a m p l y  b a lan c ed  b y  th o s e  w h o ,  t h o u g h  re siding 

abro ad,  are d ep e n d e n t  on th e  p ro s p e r i ty  o f  E n g l a n d .  H a v i n g  so far 

prepared th e  w a y ,  the  pet  pos it io ns  o f  th e  F r e e  T r a d e r  as tabulated,  

m ay  n o w  be d isposed  o f  seria tim .

I.
F r e e d o m  o f  t r a d e  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  b e  c o r r e c t , s e e i n g

THAT IT GIVES L IB ER TY OF ACTION, ALLOWING EVERYONE TO BUY 

AND SEL L IN THE CHEAPEST AND BEST MARKET.

T h e r e  c a n  be no  d oubt  as to th e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  F r e e  T r a d e  in

principle ; it is in its pract ical  applicat ion  th a t  a  dif ference o f  

opinion exis ts .  It is not a quest ion  o f  w h a t  w o u ld  be best under  

certain conditions  th at  do not exis t,  but one  of w h a t  is m ost  profi t

able un d e r  the present  order  o f  th in g s .  H a d  F r e e  T r a d e  been

adopted b y  all other countr ies ,  and so g iv e n  us the  true  free

dom  of c o m m e r c e  th a t  is impl ied  in the term  q f  “  F r e e  T r a d e , ” 

there  would  possib ly  not h a v e  been a d issen t ie n t  v o i c e  in this 

country ,  n o t w it h s t a n d in g  th a t  it w o u ld  h a v e  m ate r ia l ly  injured 

s o m e  im po rtant  interests.  W e  believe  in the principles  o f  h o n e s t y
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and co n fid e n ce ,  and  desire  th e  u n iv e r s a l  e xte n sion  o f  t h e m  ; but it 

is not th ere fore  in con sisten t  w i t h  th is  belief,  th at  w h i le  th e  w o r ld  is 

b e i n g  reformed w e  bolt  our  doors  and  act w i t h  reserve ,  e x c e p t  to 

th o s e  w e  can  trust,  and  w h o  fu l ly  re c ip ro cate  our confidence .  A n d  

so  it is w ith  F r e e  T r a d e .  W e  m u s t  ta k e  a pract ic a l  v i e w  o f  it, 

and  not a m e r e l y  s e n t im e n t a l  one.  N o w ,  it professes  to g i v e  f re e 

d o m  to trade,  b ut  w h a t  fr eed om  h a s  it g iv e n  us  ? I t  h a s  g iven  us  

grea ter  l iberty  for b u y i n g  abro ad  w ith ou t  e x t e n d i n g  our  o p p o rtu 

ni ties  for s e l l i n g  abro ad,  and at the  s a m e  t im e  it h a s  part ia lly  

c lo se d  o u r  h o m e  m a r k e t  a g a i n s t  our  o w n  g o o d s — as  in th e  c a s e  o f  

refined s u g a r  for in stan ce .  I f  w e  are  p rod u cers  m o r e  th a n  c o n s u m e r s ,  

F r e e  T r a d e  m u s t  be  to us  a m i s n o m e r .  L e t  u s  see  w h a t  a c o m m o n  

s e n s e  b u s in e s s  m a n  w o u ld  do i f  su c h  a  form o f  trade w e r e  proposed 

to h im  for adoption.

H i s  s h o p  is in a  g o o d  b u s i n e s s  n e ig h b o u rh o o d ,  but p rovis ion s,  

a n d  o ther  h o u se h o ld  re qu ire m en ts ,  are f ive  per  cent,  dearer  th an  at 

a  short  d is ta n c e  w h e r e  rents  are ch eaper .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  this,  

he  b u y s  in his  o w n  n e ig h b o u r h o o d ,— and w h y ?  B e c a u s e  h e  

k n o w s  th at  u n le ss  he  buys  from his  n e ig h b o u rs  t h e y  w i l l  r e m o v e  

their c u s to m  from  h im ,  and b e c a u s e  he  r e c o g n i z e s  that  a m a tt e r  of  

f ive  per  cent,  ex tra  on his  o w n  h o u se h o ld  e xpend iture  is as n o t h in g  

c o m p a r e d  with  loss  o f  trad e.  A n d  w h y  w o u ld  other  shopkeepers  

r e m o v e  th eir  c u s to m  ? B e c a u s e  th e y  k n o w  the p u rch a se s  o f  the 

tr a d e s m e n  in the n e ig h b o u r h o o d  form a co n side rable  i tem in each 

m a n ’s a cc o u n t .  B u t ,  s a y  so m e ,  th is  is not a  parallel  c a s e  :— the 

r e m o v a l  o f  the  n e i g h b o u r s ’ c u s to m  w o u ld  not be a n e c e s s i t y  o f  

trade,  b ut  a re sult  o f  pique.  W h e t h e r  th e  m o t iv e  in r e m o v i n g  

c u s t o m  be re ta liat ion or not, the  result  is the  s a m e ,  v i z . , — a foster

in g  o f  the  trade  o f  a n e ig h b o u r h o o d  to the benefi t  o f  all. A n d ,  in 

fact,  th e  v e r y  d issat is fac t ion  w o u ld  often arise  not so m u c h  from 

a n g e r  as from a  desire  to c h e c k  an offence a g a i n s t  th e  first and 

best r e c o g n i z e d  principle  o f  c o m m e r c e ,  v i z . ,  fo s t e r in g  a  b us in ess  

co n n e c t io n .  H o w  often do y o u  h e a r  it said  o f  a succe ssfu l  m a n —  

“  H e  had  a  g o o d  co n n e c t io n ,  and ski l fu l ly  kept  it to g e t h e r . ”  O u r  

F r e e  T r a d e  is co ntrary  to th e  re c o g n iz e d  pr inciples  o f  all other 

re lat io ns,  as it te l ls  y o u  to d isregard  y o u r  m ark e t  or trade c o n 

n ect ion in m a k i n g  y o u r  p u r c h a s e s ,  and  to b u y  even  from th ose  

w h o  refuse  to p u rch a se  from y o u ,  i f  their go o d s  are in the  least  the 

cheaper,  and th at  even  a l th o u g h  the difference m a y b e  so s l igh t  th at  in
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all the m ore  im portant  art icles  o f  c o n su m p t io n  it is a lm o st  in ap p re 

ciable  to the  c u s to m e r  w h e n  retailed out.  O u r  F r e e  T r a d e  blinds 

i tself  to the  fact  that b y  this refusal  to p u rch a se  with in  yo ur  own 

connect ion or h o m e  m arket ,  y o u  im po v e r ish  it, and  thus  contract  

y o u r  opportunit ies  o f  se ll ing,  w ith o u t  a n y  c o m p e n s a t i n g  op e n in g  

abro ad.  A s  a nation, w e  should  c a r r y  out the  in d iv id u al  pract ice  

o f  b u y i n g  from th o s e  w h o  w il l  trade with us  upon w el l  re gulated  

tariffs,  g i v i n g  preference  to our  o w n  c o u n t r y m e n ,  and to th ose  

fo reigners  w h o  wil l  a c c e p t  our  go o d s  on a  re c ipro ci ty  o f  F r e e  

T r a d e  principles.

T a k e  an o th e r  i l lustrat ion o f  h o w  re c ip ro c i ty  acts,  and  h o w  

d a m a g i n g  o u r  one-s ided F r e e  T r a d e  m ust  be to us. In  E n g l a n d  

there  are n u m e ro u s  t o w n s  th a t  h a v e  in cre ase d  from a lm o s t  i n s i g 

ni ficant h a m le ts  to large and im p o rta n t  ce ntre s  w ith in  the m e m o r y  

o f  m a n y  l i v ing .  L e t  us c o n s id e r  w h e t h e r  it w a s  F r e e  T r a d e  prin

ciples ,  as w e  pract ise  th em ,  or a forced R e c ip ro c i ty ,  th at  c a u sed  

th is  g r o w t h .  A  n e w  industry  h a s  been  cre ate d  in or n e ar  a v i l l a g e —  

s a y  a fac tory  h a s  been  erected ,  or d ock s  h a v e  been built . T h e  

first effects o f  this is to d r a w  to th e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  sufficient labour 

to su p p ly  th e  increased  w a n ts .  T h i s  influx c o m p leted  one would ,  

e x p e c t  p er h ap s  to find the n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t  sat iated  ; but instead 

o f  th is ,  a s c a r c i ty  o f  h o u s e  a c c o m m o d a t io n  and shops  is probably  

felt. H o u s e s  are built .  T h i s  b u i ld in g  b r in g s  m ore  labour ; s h o p 

keepers  c o m e  and settle,  and  th e person al  re qu ire m e n ts  o f  th e se  fresh 

arr ivals  swell  the  d e m a n d .  T o  m e e t  th ese ,  fresh arr ivals  o f  s u p p ly  

respond,  e v e r y  arr ival  c a u s i n g  further i n c re as e  in d e m a n d .  T h e  

to w n  is g e t t i n g  on ; it m u st  be p aved,  l i ghted,  & c .  ; roads,  g a s  

work s ,  w a te r  w ork s ,  p lace s  o f  w o r s h i p  are built,  e ac h  c a u s i n g  further  

labour and further  in c re as e  o f  the  to w n  ; c o m m e r c i a l  and  other  

travel lers  fo l low ; hotels  are needed ; a b ran ch  r a i lw a y  is extended  

to th e  p lace ,  and so the i n c re as e  g o e s  on until  th e  first c a u s e  is 

a lm ost  lost  in its effects.  N o w  let  us  consider th e  reverse  o f  this 

picture,  and  see  w h a t  w o u ld  h a v e  been the result  i f  the  first co m ers  

had  been s ta u n ch  F r e e  T r a d e r s ,  and w i l l in g  to sacrif ice  th eir own 

co m fort  to fancied principle.  O n  arrival  t h e y  w o u ld  h a v e  d is 

co vere d  th at  food and lo d g in g s  w e re  ch e a p e r  at  th e  large  to w n  six  

m ile s  a w a y ,  b e c a u s e  o f  competit ion k e e pin g  d o w n  prices there,  and 

t h e y  w o u ld  decide  to w a lk  to and  from their w ork ,  c a r r y in g  th eir  food 

w ith  th em .  In this ca s e ,  th e  f lourish ing  to w n  that  w e  n o w  see would
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h a v e  r e m ain e d  an ob scure  h a m le t .  B u t  s a y  s o m e ,  “  W h a t  m atter?  

W h a t  is loss  to  the  h a m le t  is g a in  to an o th e r  t o w n . ”  B u t  th is  e x 

p re ss e s  o n ly  a  h a l f  truth,  as  th e  g a in  to the  to w n  w o u ld  not be in th e

s a m e  ratio.  I t  is, h o w e v e r ,  n ot  n e c e s s a r y  to d is c u s s  this point.  W e  re 

mark,  perhaps,  th a t  it m a y  be a  m a t t e r  o f  indifference  from a n at ional  

point o f  v i e w  w h i c h  t o w n  prospers ,  but w e  are not or should  not be 

quite  so co s m o p o l i t a n  as to e x te n d  this difference  to international 

co n c e r n s .  It does  m a t t e r  to us  w h a t  b e c o m e s  o f  this little to w n  

E n g l a n d .  A  favo uri te  form o f  i l lustration u s e d  b y  F r e e  T r a d e r s  to 

p r o v e  th e  merits o f  their s y s t e m ,  is th e  fo l lo w in g  :— T w o  t o w n s  are 

not far  from e a c h  o t h e r  : s o m e  art ic le s  are c h e a p e r  in th e  o n e  than 

th e  other.  T o w n  A  re fuses  to b u y  from to w n  B .  N o w  w o u ld  it 

not be foolish o f  the  people  o f  to w n  B  to re fuse  to b u y  th eir  go o d s  

in t o w n  A  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  g e t  th em  ch eaper,  for no other  reason 

t h a n  th a t  th e  others  wil l  not t rad e  in return ? Is  it not fol ly  to 

p u n ish  th e  p o c k e t  m e r e ly  to s a t i s f y  r e s e n t m e n t ?  N o w ,  there  is 

th e  a p p ea ra n ce  o f  so  m u c h  c a lm  c o m m o n  s e n s e  in this s ta te m e n t  

th a t  it s e ld om  fails to c a r r y  an au d ie n c e .  L e t  us  look closer,  h o w 

ever,  into th is  i l lustration o f  tw o  n e i g h b o u r i n g  t o w n s .

I f  th ose  w h o  u se  it w o u ld  sp ea k  m e r e ly  o f  th e  few people  in 

t o w n  B  w h o  h a v e  no  loc a l  interests  w h a t e v e r ,  and are m e r e ly  

v is i to rs  or res idents ,  d e r i v in g  th eir  in c o m e  from outs ide  o f  the 

t o w n ,  and  s a y  it w o u ld  be w i s e  o f  t h e s e  people  to b u y  from tow n A  

in th e  h y p o th e t i c a l  case ,  w e  could  heart i ly  a g re e  w i t h  th em  ; but in 

s u c h  a sm a l l  c o m m n n i t y ,  th ere  could  be v e r y  f e w  so  p laced,  and  th e 

g e n e r a l  c a u s e  o f  re s id e n ce  is bound  to be e m p l o y m e n t ,  d irect ly  or 

indirectly ,  in the  A g r ic u l tu r e ,  T r a d e ,  or M a n u f a c tu r e s  o f  the  n e i g h 

b ourhood.  A n d  here  are  w e  b r o u g h t  to the  proof o f  the  assert ion 

w ith  w h i c h  w e  started,  v iz . ,  that  all are  producers .  N o w ,  in this case  

w e  need not trace  the d o in g s  o f  a pr ivate  indiv idual  under  the 

te m p ta t io n s  o f  the  ch eap  prices  in to w n  A ,  b e c a u s e  it often h a p p e n s  

th a t  a person wil l  do p r iv a te ly  that w h i c h  he  k n o w s  would ,  i f  

g e n e r a l ly  carried ont, create  ser ious  p u b l i c  in jury .  F o r  instance,  

m o s t  folks l ike the  c h a n c e  o f  b u y i n g  direct from the w h o le sa le  

dealer,  a l th o u g h  readily  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  that  i f  the  pract ice,  b y  

b e c o m i n g  gen eral ,  w e r e  to e x t i n g u i s h  all th ose  c la s s e s  w h o  n o w  

find e m p l o y m e n t  in the  dis tr ibution o f  food and c lothing,  as b e 

t w e e n  the w h o le s a l e  m a n  and the co n su m e r ,  a g r e a t  national  evil



would  result.  S o  it is in th is  j o i n t  case  o f  t o w n s  A  and B .  B u t  

w e  will  look at the question^ from a s tand point  of  c lo se r  pro x im ity  

to th e  national p o l icy  o f  F r e e  T r a d e .

In to w n  B  s o m e  le a d i n g  m e n  cal l  a m a s s  m e e t i n g  o f  the 

inhabitants ,  and ad d re ss  th e m  thus  “  B e c a u s e  o f  our  h ig h e r  

e le vat ion  w e  c a n n o t  p rod uce  crops  so c h e a p l y  or a b u n d a n t l y  as our 

n e ig h b o u rs  can d o w n  in the fat v a l le y  b e lo w  us.  N o w  friends,  

a l th o u g h  w e  can m a n u fa c t u r e  m a n y  th in g s  ch e a p e r  and better than 

our n e ig h b o u rs  can ,  t h e y  h a v e  re so lved  to ta ke  n o t h in g  but m o n e y  in 

e x c h a n g e  for w h a t  t h e y  g r o w ,  and  the better to carry  th is  out,  t h e y  

h a v e  placed a h e a v y  octroi  on all th at  enters  th eir  g a te s .  It is 

ev id en t  to the  m o s t  u n t h in k in g  o f  us that i f  a large part o f  our 

w e e k l y  w a g e s  is tak en  d o w n  y o n d e r  to b u y  food, the m o n e y  so 

sent d o w n  is for e v e r  lost  to th is  to w n .  Y o u r  o w n  g r o w e r s  o f  food 

and y o u r  in te rm ed iate  m en will  g e t  poor  th r o u g h  th e loss o f  y o u r  

cu sto m .  In c o n se q u e n c e  o f  this pove rty ,  th eir p u r c h a s e s  o f  y o u r  

m a n u fa c t u re s  wil l  ce ase ,  and all o f  us w h o  n o w  obta in  a l ivl ihood 

in m a n u fa c t u r i n g  m u s t  soon le av e  our  bir thplace  in s e a r c h  o f  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  whi le  th o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  n o w  hold property here  will  

d isco v er  it to be but a d r u g  in the m arket .  W e  there fore  put it to 

y o u  w h e t h e r  it is n ot  better to b u y  from y o u r  o w n  g r o w e r s  and 

trad esm e n ,  even  a l th ough th at  does  cost  y o u  s ixpence  per  fa m i ly  

per w e e k  m o re  for m ere  l i v i n g  than it w o u ld  i f  y o u  w e n t  d ow n  

below.  I f  y o u  s a v e  y o u r  s ixpe nce ,  y o u  lose  y o u r  e m p l o y m e n t ,  

and y o u  depre ciate  y o u r  p r o p e r ty . ”  W i t h  a  c a s e  sta ted as th is  is 

stated,  there  would  surely  be u n a n i m i t y  o f  opinion in f a v o u r  o f  

b u y i n g  e x c lu s iv e ly  at h o m e  until  s u c h  a t im e as  to w n  A  co n se n te d  

to take  g o o d s  in p a y m e n t  for food, a l th o u g h  th e  v e r y  opposite  

opinion prevai ls  in th e se  F r e e  T r a d e  m e e t i n g s  w h e n  th e  s u p p o s i 

t ious to w n s  are referred to in a superficial  m a n n e r .  T h e  blunder 

co m e s  o f  j u m p i n g  at  the  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e  inhabitants  are  m ere  

c o n s u m e r s  w i t h o u t  local  or p r o d u c in g  interests.

T h e  gen e ra l  prosperi ty  o f  th is  c o u n t r y  has  been so  great  

d u r i n g  this generation that  d e c a y i n g  t o w n s  are not numerous,  and 

p o s s ib ly  m a n y  o f  us  h a v e  not seen e v e n  one s p ec im e n .  B u t  still 

w e  know,  there  is one here  and there  th at  has  declined b y  the 

fa i l ing  o f  an industry,  or, in th e  c a s e  o f  so m e  to w n s,  by  th e  rem oval  

o f  the c o a c h i n g  s y s te m  in fa v o u r  o f  a  r a i lw a y ,  w h i c h  p a s s e s  at  too

15
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great  a d is ta n c e  to benefi t  it. T h e  d ecl in e  h a s  not been confined  to 

the  c la s s e s  d irect ly  affected,  s u c h  as hotel  keepers ,  b ut  to m a n y  w h o  

w e r e  d e r i v in g  th eir  l i v i n g  in s u c h  an  indirect m a n n e r  as to be 

s c a r c e l y  c o n s c io u s  th a t  t h e y  w e r e  indebted  to a n y  spec ia l  industr ia l  

co ndit ion for it. A l l  th e se  people  h a v e  either  to s e e k  e m p l o y m e n t  

in o ther  t o w n s ,  or s q u e e z e  in a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  are m a k i n g  a 

l i v i n g  out o f  the  n e i g h b o u r i n g  ag r ic u l tu re  and  b y  d o i n g  so  c a u se  a 

sh i l l in g  to c o v e r  four  w h e r e  fo r m e r ly  it w a s  d iv ided  a m o n g s t  three  

only .  In p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  d e c a y e d  t o w n s ,  th ere  is v is ib le  an 

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  d epre ss ion  w h i c h  e x te n d s  o v e r  a m u c h  g r e a t e r  area  

th a n  th e  m e r e  n e ig h b o u r h o o d  o f  the  hotels .

I f  w e  find th a t  one-s ided  F r e e  T r a d e  is re jected  in the i n d i v i 

dual p ra ct ic e  o f  t r a d e s m e n  ; that  it p r e v e n t s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  

s m a l le r  c o m m u n i t i e s  ; th a t  it has ru in ed  th e  v e r y  t o w n s  relied on 

b y  F r e e  T r a d e r s  for an i l lus tra t io n ,— th en  it m u s t  s tand as c o n 

d e m n e d  b y  the m o s t  re liable  tests ,  and w e  are at  l iberty to re p ly  to 

th e  F r e e  T r a d e r s ’ s ta te m e n t  N o .  i ,  th a t  F r e e  T r a d e  w i t h o u t  R e c i 

p ro c i ty  is d a m a g i n g  to th e  co untry .

I t  m a y  ap p e a r  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  repet it ion to s a y  th a t  F r e e  

T r a d e ,  as n o w  pract ised ,  te l ls  y o u  to send  t o - d a y ’s e a r n i n g s  abroad 

for p rovis ion s,  and  to ta k e  no  t h o u g h t  for t o -m o r r o w  as  to w h o  is 

to e m p l o y  yo u .  R e c i p r o c i t y  s a y s ,  c i rcu la te  y o u r  m o n e y  at h o m e  

th a t  y o u  m a y  be e m p l o y e d  to -m orro w ,  and b u y  from  the foreigner  

o n ly  w h e n  he  wil l  ta k e  y o u r  g o o d s  in e x c h a n g e .  B y  so  doing,  

both  th e  h o m e  and  foreign  p ro d u ce r  t a k e s  y o u r  la bour  (or y o u r  

g o o d s ,  w h i c h  is but the  re sult  o f  y o u r  labour),  in p lace  of  y o u r  cash.  

T h i s  lab o u r  is an e x h a us t ib le  gold  m in e  so  l o n g  as a m a rk e t  can  be 

found for it. O f  c o u r s e  not a lone  m a n u a l  labour  is m e a n t ,  but 

e v e r y  effort o f  m ind,  l imb,  or capita l ,  th e  la tter  b e i n g  but th e  e x e r 

t ions  o f  the  t w o  first at  s o m e  fe r m e r  period.  A l l  properties are but 

resu lts  or r e p resen ta t io n s  o f  labour.  C o a l  is v a lu e le s s  unless  

b r o u g h t  to th e  surface .  Iron w i t h o u t  labour  is w orth  nothing.  

G r a i n  g r o w s  b y  labour  ; and a n y o n e  w h o  s a y s — “  I wil l  not ta ke  

y o u r  labour  in e x c h a n g e  for the  food I send y o u ,  or, in other  words,  

I re fuse  y o u  e m p l o y m e n t , ”  is an e n e m y ,  and  th e  principle,  i f  fully  

carried  out, m u s t  s tarve  all th o s e  not v e g e t a t i n g  on their o w n  

patch o f  ground.  N o r  is it n e c e s s a r y  to put duties  on im po rts  to 

an extent  w h i c h  w o u ld  do m ore  th an  b are ly  a p p rec iab ly  increase



the cost  to the c o n su m e r ,  or in a n y  w a y  to interfere w ith  the i m 

portation o f  the  surp lus  th at  a sm al l  c o u n t r y  l ike ours  can neither  
produce  nor do w ith o u t .

T h e  erroneous  s y s t e m  fol lowed,  has ,  it is to be feared,  c a u sed  

in a great  m e a s u r e  our  p re se n t  d epress ion,  b y  the s a m e  process  

that the  d ecl in e  o f  our  s u p p o s i t i o u s  t o w n s  w a s  prod uced .  It is no 

a n s w e r  to th is  to s a y  th a t  all o ther  countr ies  h a v e  suffered in the 

sa m e  w a y ,  as w e  are rem ind ed  that  E n g l a n d  has  not had to recover  

from an e x h a u s t iv e  w a r ;  th a t  she  h a s  not been overrun b y  a foreign 

a rm y,  or o u t r a g e o u s l y  taxe d  to p a y  an in d e m n ity .  W e  h a v e  not 

had to rem odel  and support  an e n o r m o u s  a r m y ,  d u r i n g  a reign o f  

internal pol itical  un ce rta in ty ,  as F r a n c e  h a s  had to do,  n or  h a v e  w e  

had to contend w ith  the poli tica l  e x per ience,  th e  c r u s h i n g  m i l i t ary  

s y s te m ,  or the  histor ic  p o v e r t y  of G e r m a n y .  F u rth e r ,  an a v e r a g e  

G e r m a n ,  or e v en  a provincia l  F r e n c h m a n ,  for  m a tt e r  o f  that,  

would  co n sid e r  h i m s e l f  v e r y  w e l l  of f  w ith  o u r  a r t i z a n ’s pay,  

c o n se q u e n t ly  c a n n o t  spend, m a n  for m a n ,  o n e - h a l f  w h a t  an 

E n g l i s h m a n  does.  T h e  trade o f  a  nation  m u s t  be in e x ac t  pro

portion to the  a m o u n t  and n u m b e r  o f  p u r c h a s e s  m a d e  in it, th ese  

p u r c h a s e s  b e i n g  in e x a c t  proport ion to the  s p e n d in g  m e a n s  and 

disposit ion o f  its in h abitan ts ,  and  w e  h a v e  thus  w ith in  o u rse lv es  

the f inest m ark e t  in the  world  w h e r e w it h  to prosper.  E n g l a n d  is 

rich,  and sh e  is free from ala rm .  G e r m a n y  i n d iv id u a l ly  and 

nat iona l ly  is poor.  B i s m a r c k  o n ly  re c e iv e s  abo ut  £2,800 a ye ar .  

S h e  has  had to d evo te  he r  w h o le  s tre n g th  to t r a i n in g  for battle,  

and she n o w  presents  the  s p e c ta c le  o f  an entire  n at ion  in arm s,  and 

on the w a tc h .  F r a n c e ,  e x c e p t i n g  in m o n e y ,  is no better of f  th an  

G e r m a n y ,  and  y e t  s o m e  o f  us  are so ca l lo us  to s h a m e  as  to c o m 

pare  E n g l i s h  co ndit ions  w i t h  F r e n c h  on e s ,  and to rest  satisfied a t  the 

d is c o v e r y  th at  w e  are not m uch w o r s e  off. E n g l a n d  had  the  start  

in e v e r y t h i n g  that g i v e s  s u p r e m a c y  in trade ; poli tically ,  she  is at 

the  present  m o m e n t  in an i m m e n s e l y  superior position to all others ,  

and it c a n n o t  be too e m p h a t i c a l l y  stated th at  to be to lerant o f  trade 

d epress ion,  m e r e ly  b e c a u s e  other  countr ie s  are slack ,  is a d isgrace .  

W h e n  all d ispar ity  o f  condit ions  is considered,  w e  m u s t  a c k n o w 

le dge  that,  i f  P r o v id e n c e  had reversed  th em ,  and g iv e n  to E n g l a n d  

F r e n c h  and G e r m a n  s h o rt c o m in g s ,  w h i le  e n d o w i n g  F r a n c e  and 

G e r m a n y  with o u r  a d v a n t a g e s ,  th is  c o u n t r y  m u s t  h a v e  c e ase d  to

C

17



18

e x is t  as a  f irst-class  nat ion .  N e i t h e r  c a n  A m e r i c a  be c o m p a r e d  

w i t h  us.  T h i n k  o f  he r  civ i l  war .  W h a t ,  for in st a n c e ,  w o u ld  h a v e  

been  th e  co ndit ion  o f  th is  c o u n t r y  after  a four y e a r s ’ b lo o d y  w a r  

w it h  S c o t la n d  ? C o n s i d e r  a lso  th e  poli tica l  squabb le s  th a t  are  c o n 

s tan t ly  s t o p p i n g  all usefu l  le g is la t io n  in A m e r i c a .  H e r  c o m m e r c i a l  

i m m o r a l i t y  is e v e n  so m u c h  g r e a t e r  th a n  ours  th a t  b u s in e s s  is fre

q u e n t ly  interfered w i t h  b y  the  u n c e r ta i n ty  o f  m e n  c a r r y i n g  out a 

l o s i n g  contract ,  and  b y  a  R i n g  g e t t i n g  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  ra i l ro a d s ,  

or o f  the  m u n ic ip a l  funds  o f  N e w  Y o r k  itself.  W e  are not q u i te  

so bad  as  th is ,  and  w e  w e r e  far r ich e r  to start  w ith  ; c o n s e q u e n t l y  it 

is m e r e  c o w a r d i c e  to sit still un d e r  a  load o f  trade  depress ion,  e v e n  

t h o u g h  it m a y  be th e  s a m e  c a s e  in n a tu ra l ly  b lessed  A m e r i c a .  

T a k i n g  th is  re la t iv e  v i e w  o f  our  pos it ion  w i t h  other  co u n t r ie s ,—  

th eir  o p p r e ss iv e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,  o u r  freed om  from difficulties ; their 

p o v e r ty ,  our  w e a l t h  and c o m p le t e  c o m m a n d  o f  the  f inest m a r k e t  in 

th e  w orld  ( m e a n i n g  our o w n ) — w e  m a y  c o n c lu d e  there  is, p ecu l iar  

to th is  c o un try ,  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  w o r k s  a g a i n s t  its prosperity ,  a n d  

so direful  o f  effect  th a t  it equals  all the  ev i ls  o f  w a r ,  d o m e s t ic  and 

poli tica l  u n c e r ta i n ty ,  and p o v e r t y  o f  foreign co untr ies  co m bined .  

Is  it F r e e  T r a d e  th a t  is th is  s o m e t h i n g ?  W e  h a v e  a r ight  to ask  

the que st ion  ; but p er h a p s  th is  s o m e t h i n g  is m a te r ia l ly  su p p l e 

m e n t e d  b y  the  foll ies o f  our  w o r k i n g  m e n ,  w h o  o f  late h a v e  g o t  it 

into th eir  h e a d s  th a t  th e  w a y  to g r o w  rich is to w o r k  as little as 

p ossib le .

II.
T h a t  n o  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d , b u t

ONLY THE GENERAL OR GREAT CONSUMING P U B L I C .

M u c h  preju dice  is often im po rte d  into th is  quest ion  o f  c la ss  

in terests .  E v e n  m o d e ra t e  m e n  are apt  to th in k  o f  it o n ly  as c o n c e r n 

i n g  people  w h o  are well  off, and  w h o  can stand a  little hard  u s a g e  , 

but others  (and t h e y  are  perhaps  n u m e ro u s )  look upon it as affect

i n g  o n ly  e m p lo y e rs  o f  la b our ,— rich m e n  w h o s e  gains  h a v e  not 

a l w a y s  been  fa ir ly  gotten ,  w h e t h e r  in d e a l in g s  w ith  th e ir  serv an ts  

or in th e  market .  T a k e  an a v e r a g e  o f  m a n u fa c t u re rs  profits,  and  

it w o u ld  ap p e a r  th e  m a n u fa c t u r i n g  b u s in e s s  o f  this c o u n t ry  is b e i n g  

conducted ,  one  y e a r  with  another ,  p o ss ib ly  for less profit th an  

w o u ld  te m p t  sa lar ied  s e rv an ts  to u n d e rg o  th e  s a m e  a m o u n t  o f  

w o r k  and anxie ty .  A n d  further,  in their  efforts to su cce ed ,  th e  so-
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called capita li sts  are  g i v i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  to a b o d y  o f  m e n ,  w h ich  

in n u m b e r  p o s s ib ly  e x ce e d s  t h e m s e l v e s  th ree  or four  hundred-fold,  

b e in g  t h e m s e l v e s  s i m p l y  the n e c e s s a r y  centres  round w h i c h  the 

interests  o f  a grea t  n u m b e r  revolve .  It is c o n s e q u e n t ly  not the 

e m p lo y e rs  alone ,  but the m ult i tud e  w h o  depend on th em ,  th at  are 

to be considered.  N o r  m u s t  w e  su p po se  that  m o re  than a  re lat ive 

fe w  are capita li sts  in real i ty .  It c a n n o t  be otherw ise .  O n e  n e c e s 

s i ty  for c h e a p  prod uction  is,  th a t  w o r k  should  be on a large  scale,  

and quite b eyo nd  th e  financial  p o w e rs  o f  sm a l l  m an u facture rs .  

M o n e y  is in the h a n d s  o f  th ose  w h o  are  not m a n u fa cture rs ,  and it 

m u s t  be borrowed.  T h i s  operation  brin gs  with  it a train  of  

anxie t ies  and a  reduct ion o f  profits  to the  m od ern  m a n u fa cture r .

This  feature o f  m e n  tr a d in g  with  insuff ic ient  capita l ,  reca lls  to 

one  th e a s t o u n d in g  re m ark s  often h e a rd — “  S u c h  m e n  h a v e  no 

r ight to enter  b us in ess .  “  A  g o o d  t h i n g  for the  c o u n t r y  w h e n  

th e s e  w e a k  ones are  w e e d e d  out,  and then trade m a y  prosper  

a g a i n , ” — th u s  c l a s s i n g  th e m  w ith  the  trade sw in d lers .  D o  

such  s ta t e m e n t s  proceed from th o u g h t f u l  p er so n s  ? D o  t h e y  ask 

t h e m s e l v e s  the  q uest ion ,  h o w  m a n y  m e n  th ere  are  in th e  c o u n t ry  

w h o  h a v e  th e m e a n s ,  co m bin ed  w ith  the n e c e s s a r y  pract ical  k n o w 

ledge,  to c a r r y  on a  b u s in e s s  in a sufficient ly  large  w a y  to m e e t  the 

d e m a n d s  o f  m a n y  o f  our industr ies  ? P o s s i b ly  th ere  are not 10 per  

cent,  w h o  w o u ld  c a r r y  on i f  deprived  o f  f inancia l  assis tance th rou gh  

b a n k s  or  oth e rw ise .  T o  e x c lu d e  the  o ther  90 per  cent,  w o u ld  re 

duce  th e industr ies  affected to a sm al l  portion o f  their present  size .  

W e  m u s t  look further  th an  this,  and  th en w e  shall  see  w h a t  a bless- 

i n g  th ese  so-cal led w e a k  m e n  h a v e  been to th is  nat ion d u r i n g  the 

last  fe w  y e a r s  o f  d epre ss ion .

A t  first s ig h t  w e  c a n  o b s e rv e  t h e y  h a v e  s a v e d  t h o u s a n d s  from 

w a n t  b y  g i v i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  ; but a c lo ser  e xam ination  wil l  s h o w  

that th eir  v e r y  w e a k n e s s  has  been so far a b le s s in g .  G o  o v e r  the 

country ,  and y o u  will  find the w e a k  m a n ’s fac tory  does  not close  

b e c a u s e  he finds his b u s in e s s  unprofitable.  A  m a n  with capita l  at 

h is  b ac k  re ckons  up w h i c h  wil l  c a u se  the m o s t  loss, c lo s i n g  or 

k e e p i n g  his w o rk s  open,  and he  d ecides  acc o rd in g ly ,  and in m a k i n g  

his ca lculat io ns,  fair v a lu a t io n s  are set  on the depreciation,  w e a r  

and te ar  o f  m a c h in e r y ,  & c . ,  i f  ke pt  runnin g .  T h e  w e a k  one h a v i n g  

his interest on capita l  to meet ,  and his bills fa l l ing  due,  m ust  m ak e  

a turn ove r ,  e v e n  if  lo s in g  the v a lu e  o f  his depre ciat ion or m ore
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a n d  h e  d o es  th is  h o p in g  in better t im e s  to re co ve r  th e  loss.  

S o m e  m a y  s a y  that  th is  has  c a u s e d  over-production,  and done  h a rm ,  

b ut  this is not th e  ca se ,  for, i f  th ere  has  b e e n  over-production d u r i n g  

t h e s e  y e a r s  o f  d ep re ss io n ,  w h e r e ,  let  us  a sk ,  are  th e  stocks  ? In fact  

w e ,  as a  rule,  h a v e  o n ly  been  g o i n g  on from h a n d  to m ou th .  W e l l ,  the  

w e a k  m a n  g o e s  on until ,  perh ap s,  he  lo ses  all his  m a r g i n  o f  capita l ,  

and  th en  he  stops.  A l l  w e a k  m e n  d o n ’t s top p a y m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  

but s o m e ,  on the other  h a n d ,  h a v e  fed a n d  c lo th e d  th ou san d s  

t h r o u g h  th eir  v e r y  inab i l i ty  to c lo se  th eir factories .  B e fo r e  trade 

r e v iv e s ,  a m a n  m a y  h a v e  lost  the  w h o l e  v a lu e  o f  d e p re c ia t io n  and 

th e  capita l  he  started w ith ,  b ut  m a y  h a v e  c i rcu la te d  in w a g e s  

d u r i n g  th a t  t im e  a  hund red  t i m e s  th a t  a m o u n t .  W h e n  y o u  treat 

l i g h t l y  th is  c la s s  q ue s t ion  y o u  are not d e a l i n g  m e r e ly  w ith  a fe w  

m onied  m e n ,  but w i t h  n e c e s s a r y  ce n tre s  o f  in dustry ,  w h o s e  p re se r

v a t io n  is so  im po rta n t  th a t  in ju ry,  e v e n  to the  w e a k e s t ,  at  once  

affects p r e ju d ic a l ly  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  d ep e n d e n t  on th e m .  N o r  does  

th e  m i s c h i e f  stop here.  E v e r y  m a n  th u s  e m p l o y e d  is a purchaser ,  

and c i rcu la te s  his  e a r n i n g s  a m o n g  o ther  c la s s e s  o f  the  co m m u n i ty ,  

and  t h u s  in his turn b e c o m e s  an indirect  e m p lo ye r  o f  labour.  It is 

i m p o ss i b le  to trace  or l im it  th e  e x t e n t  to  w h i c h  th is  indirect 

e m p l o y m e n t ,  b y  th e  c i rcu la t io n  o f  th e  w o r k m e n ’s w a g e s ,  proceeds.  

A  s o v e r e i g n  paid  a w a y  p a s s e s  from h an d  to h a n d ,  c a u s i n g  a  m o v e 

m e n t  in th e  la b our  m a rk e t ,  in a c o n s t a n t l y  e x te n d i n g ,  i f  feebler 

c irc le ,— like a  s tone  th r o w n  into a  s m o o t h  pool,  c a u s i n g  the  circle 

o f  its w a v e s  to e xte nd  to its fa rthest  shores.

A s  before  stated ,  n o t h in g  c a n  exist  w h i c h  is not th e  re sult  o f  

la b o u r  or effort in s o m e  form. “  In th e  s w e a t  o f  t h y  b r o w  shalt  

th ou  eat t h y  b r e a d .”  W e  m a y  th ere fore  re cko n  th a t  all the m o n e y  

th at  w o u ld  pass  th r o u g h  th e  h a n d s  o f  a n y  class,  w o u ld  represent  

effort. T h e  bulk  o f  it p a s s e s  th r o u g h  th e h a n d s  o f  th ose  w e  style  

w o r k m e n ,  and th r o u g h  w h o m  it is m ult ip lied  b y  co n st a n t  c i r c u la 

tion.  T h e  best c h a n n e l  for c i r c u la t i n g  m o n e y  is the w o r k m a n  ; he 

p a y s  it a w a y  direct ly  he g e ts  it, except ,  perhaps,  a v e r y  small  portion 

t h a t h e  sa v e s ,  his  w e e k l y  w a g e s  not m u c h  e x c e e d in g  his  w e e k l y  w a n ts .  

W e  m u s t  be v e r y  careful  h o w  w e  sacr if ice  c la ss  interests  i f  it 

i n v o lv e s  all th is  loss. W e  should  ce r ta in ly  n e v er  sacrif ice  th em  to 

s o m e  undefined  good th a t  e v e n  its a d v o c a t e s  ca n n o t  tr ace  from 

c a u s e  to effect, or s h o w  h o w  it c o m e s  at all. A n  export  b o u n ty  

g iv en  to the F r e n c h  s u g a r  producers  enab les  t h e m  to undersell  our



m a n u fa cture rs .  L a r g e  fortunes  are b e in g  m a d e  in F r a n c e  with  full 

and profitable w a g e s  b e i n g  paid to her w o r k m e n ,  w hi le  our factories 

are e ither  n e ar ly  idle or closed.  W h a t  do the  c o n s u m e r s  g a in  by  th is  ? 

N o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r ;  b e c a u s e  the dif ference in price  is o n ly  sufficient 

to c o m p e l  the  w h o le s a l e  m a n  in the  race  o f  co m p et i t io n  to b u y  

abroad, but not e n o u g h  to affect  the c o n su m e r .  N o t  one in a 

hundred  retail  b u y e r s  w o u ld  be affected by  it, as the dif ference  m a y  

not be a fract ion o f  a fa r th in g  per pound.  W h a t  do th e  c o n su m e r s  

lose  ? T h e y  paid  £2,609,924 to F r a n c e  for refined s u g a r s  in 1877,  

and this m o n e y  i f  c ircula ted  in E n g l a n d ,  w o u ld  h a v e  e m p lo y e d  

d irect ly  and  indirect ly  m a n y  t h o u sa n d s  o f  th e se  v e r y  c o n su m e r s ,  

re l ie v in g  o t h e r  trades  o f  the  p re ss u re  o f  their surplus  l a b o u r ;  or, i f  

t h e y  had b o u g h t  r a w  s u g a r  o f  J a m a i c a ,  and  refined it in E n g la n d ,  

w o u ld  h ave  paid  for it in in cre ase d  exports  (as J a m a i c a  w o u ld  ta ke  

our  g o o d s  in p a y m e n t) ,  and th u s  h a v e  benefited the w h o le  c o m 

m u n i t y  in E n g l a n d  to an extent  far in e x c e s s  o f  th e  total  v a lu e  o f  the 

s u g a r s , — the v a l u e s  o f  such  e xp orts  b e i n g  in e v i ta b ly  mult iplied  by  

c ircu la t ion  d u r i n g  th e  co urse  o f  m a n u fa c t u r e .  H o w  c a n  w e  expect 

p rosp er i ty  in this c o u n t r y  w h i le  s u c h  a su ic id al  condit ion  o f  th in g s  

r e m a i n s  ?

W e  m u s t  further co n s id e r  th a t  the  F r e e  T r a d e r  puts  no l imit 

to h is  w i l l i n g n e s s  to sacrif ice  c la ss  interests  to w h a t  he ca l ls  the  

c o n s u m i n g  public ; therefore,  w e  are  to und e rstan d  th at  a fter  e v e r y  

c la s s  is ruined in detail ,  a  pro sp ero us  w h o le  wil l  result.  O f  co urse  

he wil l  s a y  he  does  not m e a n  such  e x t r a v a g a n c e .  T h e n  w h a t  does  

he m e a n  ? W i l l  an y o n e  tell  us  ? T h e  best w a y  o f  t e s t i n g  a  prin

cip le  is  to see  h o w  it w o u ld  a c t  i f  it had free scope.  T h i s  question 

o f  c la s s  interest is an a l m o s t  in e x h a u st ib le  one,  i f  o n c e  w e  a c c e p t  

the  v i e w  th a t  all c la s s e s  are not o n ly  producers ,  but also  c o n su m e r s  

and producers  c o m b in e d ,— or, in o ther  w o rd s ,  labourers  and e m p lo ye rs  

o f  labour.  I f  you  w i t h d r a w  th is  or th at  c lass  o f  producers ,  you 

reduce  the ranks  o f  c o n s u m e r s  (or indirect e m p lo y e rs) ,  and m a t e 

rially pre ju dice  the  w h o le  nation,  as  p o ss ib ly  th e  evil  done to the 

c o m m u n i t y ,  b y  the loss in th e  c ircula tion  o f  m o n e y ,  m a y  be t w e n t y  

t im e s  th e  a m o u n t  that c ircula tion  at first represented.

D u r i n g  the late  inquiry  into the w o r k i n g  o f  the  Civ il  S erv ic e  

Co-operat ive  Stores,  so m e  s tran g e  e c o n o m ic a l  v i e w s  w e re  expressed,  

so s tr a n g e ,  in fact, th a t  y o u  m i g h t  i m a g i n e  the speakers ,  h a v i n g
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r e ce ive d  s o m e  c u t  and  dried m a x i m s  from others ,  and  w i t h o u t  k n o w 

i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w e r e  a ppl ic able  or not,  w e re  u s i n g  th e m  parrot 

fa s h i o n .  H e r e  is one  a r g u m e n t  g iv e n  in favo ur  o f  C o-operat ive  

S t o r e s  :— “  T h e  sh o p k e e p e r  is in part th e  s e rv an t  o f  the  w o r k i n g  

m a n  ; i f  a  person c a n  do w i t h  le ss  se r v a n t s  he  m u s t  g r o w  richer .”  

A r e  the R o c h d a le  w o r k i n g  m e n  a w a r e  th a t  th e  fabrics  t h e y  m a k e  

are  b o u g h t  b y  s h o p k e e p e r s ,  and that,  in th is  sen se ,  th e  shopkeepers  

are not o n l y  se r v a n t s  b ut  e m p l o y e r s  ? It m i g h t  not m a te r ia l ly  

affect  the  d e m a n d  fo r  R o c h d a l e  fabrics ,  i f  the  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  t r a d e s 

m e n  o f  th a t  to w n  w e r e  ruined ; but i f  th e  R o c h d a l e  c o -o p e ra to r ’s 

v i e w s  and princip les  b e c a m e  gen eral ,  and  all th e  t h o u s a n d s  t h a t  are 

n o w  e m p l o y e d  in retail  d is tr ibutio n  w e r e  to c e a s e  p u r c h a s i n g  

t h r o u g h  th eir  po v e rty ,  the  R o c h d a l e  m e n  w o u ld  d is c o v e r  th a t  t h e y  

h a d  c o m m i t t e d  a cr im e  not a g a i n s t  others  only ,  but a g a i n s t  t h e m 

se lv e s  a lso ,  as  p o s s ib ly  one-third  o f  th e m  w o u ld  be th row n out o f  

e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e y  w o u ld  th en  find to th eir  s orrow  that  the  w a y  

to be rich is n ot  b y  s a v i n g  th e  co s t  o f  retail  distributio n, b ut  b y  

r e s p e c t i n g  th e  good  old m a x i m  o f  our fa thers ,  “  L i v e  and  let l i v e . ”

I f  there  are a b u s e s  in the  credit  s y s t e m  o f  sm a l l  s h o p s  ; i f  

b r ib ery  o f  s e r v a n t s  prevai ls  in large  t o w n s ,  or i f  there  is a n y  other 

lo c a l  e v i l  th a t  co-operat ion  m i g h t  r e m o v e ,  th en  adopt  it b y  all 

m e a n s  in th o s e  local i t ies  w h e r e  the  evil  e x is ts ,— but as y o u  va lu e  

th e  g e n e r a l  w e l fa re  do not r e c o m m e n d  th e  g e n e r a l  destruct ion  o f  

in te rm e d ia te  m e n .  A n d  i f  y o u  look at th e  que st ion  closer,  y o u  will  

see  th a t  p o s s ib ly  m o re  th a n  nine-tenth s  o f  th e  populat ion  o f  this 

c o u n t r y  m u s t  be art if ic ia lly supported.  “  M a n  w a n t s  but little here 

b e l o w , ”  and  co uld  e x is t  w ith  a  litt le gra in  to feed him and a little 

f la x  to co ver  h im  :— but g i v e  h im  a c h a n c e  and he  b e c o m e s  a m ost  

lu xu r io u s  a n im a l .  H e  co uld  be reduced  to d i g g i n g  a l ittle patch  o f  

land sufficient for h i m s e l f  and fa m i ly ,  and still l ive ; but w h a t  would  

b e c o m e  o f  th o s e  w h o  could not dig ,  or could not find room on the 

soil .  T h e s e  w o u ld  h a v e  to d is c o v e r  s o m e  desire  in the  ti ller,  w h i c h  

his  p a tc h  o f  soil w o u ld  n o t  grati fy .  T h e y  w o u ld  w o rk  to sat isfy  it, 

and,  r e c e i v i n g  in e x c h a n g e  for their labour  a portion o f  the  produce  

o f  th e  ground ,  t h e y  woúld  th u s  introduce  an infant form o f  e x c h a n g e  

c a p a b le  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  to the  e n o r m o u s  proport ions o f  our present 

trade.  B u t  the  w h o le  is the  o u t c o m e  o f  the never-satisf ied  c r y  o f  

m a n  for m o re  th an  a c t u a l  n e c e s s i t i e s ;  s o m e t im e s  it is w ealth ,



s o m e t im e s  comfort ; n o w  it is s o m e t h i n g  to p le ase  the e y e  or ear,  

and a g a in  it is a  mere  c r a v i n g  o f  v a n i ty  ; w h i le  it is in all ca se s  

purely  artif icial ,  i f  j u d g e d  b y  th e standard  o f  natural  n e c e ss i t y .  

I f  n ine-tenths  o f  the  people  are  e m p lo ye d  m e r e ly  in s u p p l y in g  each 

others artif icial  w a n ts ,  and it w e re  t h o u g h t  good  to r e m o v e  in te r

m ed iate  m en to avoid  the e x p e n s e  o f  k e e p i n g  th e m ,  y o u  m i g h t  go 

on w it h o u t  s t o p p i n g ;  but w h i le  g o i n g  on y o u  w o u ld  be d e s t r o y in g  

the  v e r y  people  w h o  e m p l o y e d  yo u.  H o w  m a n y  o f  the  first n e c e s 

sit ies o f  life do the m e n  o f  R o c h d a le  m a n u fa c t u re ,  that t h e y  s h o u ld  

th in k t h e y  c a n  afford to d es tro y  the sh o p k ee p ers  as  u n n e c e s s a r y  ! 

Surely  the m a k i n g  o f  carpets  is as m u c h  d ep e n d e n t  on the  lu xurious  

t e n d e n c ie s  o f  the a g e  as,  and  not one  w h i t  m o r e  a n e c e s s i t y  th an,  

the  labour o f  food and g o o d s  distr ibut ion ca lled  sh o p k e e p in g .  

H i s t o r y  is in favo ur  o f  this v i e w .  Q u e e n  E l i z a b e t h  could  do w i t h 

out  carpets ,  but the poorest person in L o n d o n  in he r  reign could  

not do w ith o u t  shops.  W o u l d  it not be e q u a l ly  as  rational for the 

s hopk ee pers  o f  R o c h d a l e  to tr y  to g r o w  rich b y  d o in g  w ith o u t  c a r 

pets,  whi le  at  the  s a m e  t im e  r e c o m m e n d i n g  the s a m e  plan to all the 

shopk ee pers  in E n g l a n d  ?

R e t u r n i n g  to th e  agricul tura l  c la sse s ,  let  us  a s k ,— are there  not 

specia l  re ason s  w h y  t h e y  should  be pre se rve d,  not on th eir  own 

a c c o u n t  sole ly ,  but for their w o r k s ’ sa k e  ? W e  could  afford to let a 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  or an interm ed iate  c la s s  fall,  i f  it p rod uced  a 

gen eral  good ; but could  w e  afford to let our  f ields re m ain  uncult i -  

vated ,  and the c o u n t r y  to depend  entire ly  on an im po rt  traffic, w h i c h  

a score  o f  a c t iv e  pr ivate ers  m i g h t  suddenly  d e s t r o y ?  W e  m u s t  r e 

m e m b e r  th at  th e  c o n v o y i n g  o f  last  c e n tu r y  w o u ld  be an im p o ss i b i l i t y  

n o w  ; the  import  current s t r e a m s  in from all po ints  o f  the  c o m p a s s ,  

and would  require  m ore  th an  all the  sh ip s  in the  n a v y  to protect it.  

M od ern  navies  are m a d e  up of  fe w e r  v e s s e l s  t h a n  w h e n  o u r  c o m 

m erce  w a s  small ,  and our  h u g e  ironclads  are unfit  for such  d ut ie s ,  

even i f  w e  had e n o u g h  o f  t h e m  for their per form ance .  W i t h  our 

f ields out o f  cu lt ivat io n,  E n g l a n d  could be s tarve d  into s u b m iss io n  

in a fe w  m o n th s ,  as it w o u ld  be im p o ss ib le  to g e t  in the  e n o r m o u s  

quantit ies  o f  food n e c e s s a r y  for k e e p i n g  a live  the  co untry .  A s k  those  

acq uainted  with  the c lass  o f  s te am ers  u sed  in th e gra in  trade  to-day,  

and t h e y  w i l l  tell  you  th a t  h a l f  a  d oze n  s te am ers  o f  from 15 to 20 

knots  speed,  c r u i s i n g  abo ut  the  ch an n el ,  could cut off  a n y  n u m b e r
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o f  in w a rd  bound  gra in  s te a m e rs ,  n o t w it h s t a n d in g  all  t h e y  co uld  d o # 

In  le ss  th an  th ree  m o n t h s  our im p o rts  could  be so reduced  as  to be 

p r a c t ic a l ly  s topped.  W e  k n o w  F r e e  T r a d e r s  d o n ’t profess  to m a k e  

provis ion  for w a r , — but can  t h e y  k eep  us out  o f  it ? I f  not, w e  m u s t  

not t h r o w  o f f  e v e r y  w e a p o n  of defence ,  and the  w e a p o n  o f  h o m e  g ro w n  

g ra in  m u s t  be re ta ined  at all costs .  W e  m i g h t  sacr if ice  other  c la sse s ,  

i f  a  proper  F r e e  T r a d e  or R e c i p r o c i t y  had th at  effect,  b e c a u s e  the 

r e m a i n i n g  tr ad es  w o u ld ,  b y  th e  o p e n in g  o f  foreign  m arke ts ,  e x p an d  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  and absorb th e  in jured m e n ,— b ut  in the  c a s e  o f  our 

A g r ic u l tu r e ,  w e  dare  not sacr if ice  it, e v e n  on  the a ltar o f  a 

proper  F r e e  T r a d e .  O f  c o u r s e  F r e e  T r a d e r s  w i l l  s a y  th a t  t h e y  

d o n ’t w a n t  to ruin agriculture ,  and no d oubt  h a v e  a  s incere  

h o p e  th a t  in spite o f  all th e  in ju ry  it m a y  re ce ive ,  it m a y  

still m a n a g e  to s t r u g g le  on and keep th e  fields cu lt iv ated  ;—  

but h o w  is it to be d o n e ?  In the  R e d  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  N o rth  

A m e r i c a ,  th ere  is  a  farm  ca lled  th e G r e a t  D a l r y m p l e  with  

th is  y e a r  (1879) 37,000 a c r e s  sow n w it h  w h e a t ,  r a is in g  b e t w e e n  

400,000 and 500,000 b ush e ls .  T h e  cost o f  product ion  w a s  b ut  35 

cents ,  or i s .  7 | d .  the  bushel .  T h i s  w a s  done (it is said) w i t h o u t  

i m p o v e r i s h i n g  the land, and th is  farm  is reported as not o n e  whit  

better th a n  th e  a v e r a g e  la nd  a l o n g  th e  w h o l e  l e n g th  o f  th e  va l ley ,  

w h i c h  is 400 m iles  l o n g  and 70 m iles  wide.  N o w ,  w h a t  c h a n c e  is 

th ere  o f  our  f ields b e i n g  k e p t  in c u lt iv at io n ,  w i t h o u t  protect ion ,  after 

t h a t ?  T h e  c o m m o n  F r e e  T r a d e  c r y  o f  sacr i f ic ing  a c la s s  to the  

interests  o f  th e  c o n su m e r s ,  is s h e w n  to be quite  u n s o u n d  w h e n  

applied  to the  farm ers.  W e  la m e n t  the fai lure o f  th e  h a r v e s t  o f  

1879, but at the  s a m e  t im e  it d o es  not affect  the  price  o f  bread ; no 

one suffers but the  farmer,  and  w e  are there fore  l a m e n t i n g  a loss 

c a u s e d  b y  the  e le m e n ts  one  ye ar ,  w h i le  c o n t e m p la t i n g  w it h  perfect 

c o m p o s u r e  a p e r m a n e n t  destruction o f  th ese  v e r y  interests.  O u r  

i n st in c ts  are s o m e t im e s  m o re  reliable th an  our  reason,  and th ese  tell  

us h a rv e s ts  are a  gift  to th e  nat ion  on w h o s e  soil th e y  g r o w ,  and that  

i f  imported (no matter  h o w  ch eaply)  t h e y  h a v e  to be paid  for. 

F a r m e r s  form erly  w e re  told :— “  I f  y o u  c a n n o t  g r o w  corn  y o u  will  

a l w a y s  h a v e  a  first ch an c e  w ith  the c a t t le . ”  B u t  s te a m  has  sh ew n  

th a t  this is not re served  to them. O f  course sufficient q u a n t i t y  to 

feed the nation  h a s  not y e t  been im ported,  but enough to k eep  the 

prices  d ow n  b e lo w  a p a y i n g  point,  h a s ,— and w ith o u t  the prospect o f
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profits,  there  is no  in d u c e m e n t  to co ntinue  w o rk in g .  A n d  th is  is 

th e  cas e  in all industr ies .  T a k e  a w a y  th e profits  for a n y  le n g th  o f  

t ime,  and in d u stry  r e p r e s e n t in g  forty (or m a n y  more )  t im e s  the  

a m o u n t  o f  th e  v a lu e  is w i t h d r a w n  from the people .  So w e  m u s t  

not e s t im a te  the in ju r y  o f  b ad  trade b y  the  fa l l ing  off  dT p r ices  r e 

p r e se n t i n g  the profits  to the  e m p lo y e r ,  but b y  the  w h o le  v a lu e  o f  the 

in dustry ,  mult iplied  b y  c ircu la t ion  and w i t h d r a w n  from the w o r k i n g  

c la s s e s ,— should ,  b y  the  loss  o f  profit,  the in d u c e m e n t  to co n t in u e  it 

be p e r m a n e n t l y  r e m o v e d  from the so-called  capita li sts .

W e  need not d is c u s s  here  h o w  duties are to be levied .  A l l  that  

it is n e c e s s a r y  to sta te  is, th a t  w h e r e  c l im a te  or soil  renders  it i m 

possible  for us  to g r o w  as c h e a p l y  as others ,  or, w h e r e  o ther  a d v e r s e  

condit ions,  not o f  our o w n  creation,  are pre sent,  there  some artif icial  

protection m u s t  be g iv e n ,  s e e i n g  th a t  w e  c a n n o t  p ick  up the nat ion  

and drop it d o w n  s o m e w h e r e  else .  P ro tec t io n  is a lso  need ed  in 

ca se s  w h e r e  other  co untr ies  re nde r  arti f icial  a s s i s t a n c e , — b y  bounties  

for instance ,  as  in th e  c a s e  o f  F r e n c h  s u g a r s  ; but in all trades,  

w h e r e  w e  h a v e  a fair  field,  w e  should  stand or  fall  a c c o r d i n g  as  w e  

can  hold o u r  ow n.  T h e  best protect ion to o u r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n 

dustr ies  is not a c u s to m  h ou se ,  but our  own efforts to p rod uce  good 

art icles  c h ea p ly ,  and w h e n e v e r  w e  are  on an e q u al  foot ing ,  the  

for e ig n e r  c a n n o t  e n te r  our  m a r k e ts  ; but i f  th e  w o r k in g  m e n  h a v e  

determ ined  upon c o n t i n u i n g  th e  suic idal  p ra ct ic e s  o f  the  last  few 

ye a rs ,  o f  co urse  t h e y  wil l  be u nderso ld  in our  o w n  m a rk e t ,  and  the 

nation  m u s t  g o  dow n  before  foreign co m p et it ion .  D u t i e s  p ro tec t in g  

a c o u n t ry  from its o w n  fol ly  would  be but fo l ly  c o r t i n u e d .  A s  stated 

before,  no dut ies  th a t  w o u ld  m o re  th an  i n a p p r e c i a b ly  affect  p r ices  o f  

food are r e c o m m e n d e d  ; but o n ly  th o s e  sufficient to direct tr ade  to 

h e a l th y  ch an n e ls ,  s u c h  as  to In d ia ,  or to n a t io n s  th a t  wil l  trade 

rec iprocal ly  w i t h  us.

R e t u r n i n g  to the  r e m ark  o f  the  free trader  “ th a t  no  c la ss  i n 

terests  should be s tu d ie d ,” — the recip rocity  m a n  wil l  g o  w ith  h im ,  i f  

th e  s p a r in g  o f  th ese  interests  w o u ld  be in ju rious  to th e  nation,  but 

wil l  protect th e m  i f  th ose  c la s s e s  are beneficial ,  or, as  in the  c a s e  o f  

m ixed  results,  w h e n  the b a lan c e  of  result  is beneficial .

D
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I I I .

F r e e  T r a d e r s  P o i n t  T r i u m p h a n t l y  t o  t h e  I n c r e a s e  i n  

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e r n a l  T r a d e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y , a n d  

t o  I n d i v i d u a l  I n c o m e , s i n c e  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  F r e e  T r a d e , 

a n d  C l a i m  t h e s e  a s  t h e  W o r k  o f  F r e e  T r a d e .

A  carefu l  co n s id e ra t io n  o f  the  su b je ct  wil l  s h e w  th a t  F r e e  

T r a d e  h a s  h ad  v e r y  l ittle to do w ith  th ese ,  and  th a t  l itt le m o re  

th a n  c o u n t e r b a la n c e d  b y  th e  evil  it h a s  prod uced ,  and it wil l  

a p p e a r  th a t  it is th e  g r e a t  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  s te a m  and  t e l e g r a p h y  

w h i c h  h a s  c a u s e d  the d eve lopm ent.  T o  a scer ta in  h o w  far F r e e  

T r a d e  or s t e a m  h a s  affected our  prosper i ty ,  w e  m u s t  i m a g i n e  a 

s tate  o f  t h i n g s  w h e r e  one  or  th e  o t h e r  is absent .  W a k e  up 

t o - m o r r o w  and  find all  our  s te a m e r? ,  ra i lro ads ,  q u ick  postal  

se rv ice s ,  te le g r a p h s ,  factories ,  & c . ,  re p laced  b y  s a i l in g  vesse ls ,  

c a n a ls ,  c o a c h e s ,  and  s l o w  in land  and  c o n t in en ta l  posts  for le tters ,  

w ith  an in c re as e  o f  n u m b e r  only ,  in proportion to our population  ; tell 

th e  people  t h e y  are to g o  on as before ; re m in d  t h e m  th a t  t h e y  h a v e  th e 

F r e e  T r a d e  w h i c h  ca u s e d  th eir prosp er i ty  ; and assu re  th em  th a t  it is 

q uite  a  d e lusion to su p p o se  it wi l l  not co n t in u e  it. O h !  all r ight then.  

T h e  intended  m e r c h a n t  lo oks  around to see  h o w  he  is to c o m m u n i 

cate  w it h  his correspond ents .  W i r e s  are g o n e  ! W h e r e  is the 

p ost  ? H e  finds le tters m u s t  g o  b y  horse  post,  p o s s ib ly  b y  s a i l i n g  

ship s ,  and  th a t  w e e k s ,  or perhaps  m o n t h s ,  m u s t  p a s s  before he  can 

m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  T h i s  first d if f iculty  is sufficient to make 

m a n y  w i t h d r a w ,  as t r a d in g  b e c o m e s  a m ere  sp e c u la t io n  as to w h a t  

m a r k e t s  m a y  be m o n th s  h e n ce .  T h e  risk is intensif ied w h e n  w e  

c o n s i d e r  th a t  after  the  co rresp o n d en c e  is c o m p leted ,  the  ship to 

c a r r y  th e  c a r g o  to or from the B l a c k  S e a ,  or India ,  as  the case  m a y  

be,  is  but a v e r y  s lo w  and  uncerta in  v ehic le  ; sh e  is  not on th e spot 

to lo ad  w h e n  required ; sh e  wil l  ta ke  a considerable  t im e  to arrive 

at he r  l o a d i n g  port, and a l o n g  t im e  to g e t  h o m e ,— perhaps nine 

m o n t h s  in a  round B l a c k  S e a  v o y a g e .  T h e  result  o f  th ese  second 

diff iculties is a still further reduct ion in the  n u m b e r  o f  m erchants ,  

as f e w  h a v e  the m e a n s  or capita l  to trade un d e r  such uncertain  

condit ions,  or can stand a lo n g-co n t in ue d  o u t l a y  o f  capital .  N o r  

w o u ld  th e  dif f iculty be confined  to sea  transport  and foreign c o m 

m u n ic a t io n .  I t  w o u ld  be felt e q u a l ly  a lo n g  our sea  co asts  and
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b e t w e e n  inland t o w n s .  E x c e p t i n g  a lo n g  c a n a ls ,  h o w  could go o d s  

be c o n v e y e d  ? T h e  cost  o f  land carr iage  b y  w a g g o n s  w o u ld  be 

e n o rm o u s .  N o r  is  this all w h a t  w o u ld  be the use  o f  b r i n g i n g  a 

large  q u a n t i t y  o f  r a w  materia l  to the  factory  doors,  i f  there w a s  

not sufficient s te a m  p o w e r  to w o r k  it up ? W e  see  that  i f  w e  

could  thus be carried b ac k  to a sta te  o f  th in gs  that existed prior to that 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  s te a m  and  t e l e g r a p h y  w h ich  has  ta k e n  p la ce  d u r i n g  

the last  fe w  y e a r s ,  w e  w o u ld  feel  o u rse lv es  l ike m e n  e xc lu d e d  

from the re st  o f  the  world,  not k n o w i n g  w h a t  is g o i n g  on, and 

p ow erless  to w o rk  e x c e p t  on a  scale  in f in i tes im al  as  co m p a r e d  w it h  

the  present actua l  d im e n s io n  o f  trade.

It w o u ld  ap p e a r  b y  the f o r e g o i n g  co n sid e ra t io n s  th at  trade,  

b e i n g  a quest ion  o f  tr ansport ,  and a  p u r e ly  m e c h a n i c a l  one,  could  

not h a v e  deve lope d  had th e  m e a n s  for c a r r y i n g  it on been confined 

to its fo rm er n a rro w  faci l i t ies ; it m ust  h a v e  g o n e  on w it h  but 

tr if l ing c h a n g e ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  w e  had not the  m e c h a n i c a l  a p 

p l iances  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  i n c re as in g ,  perh ap s,  in 

proportion to the population,  a l th o u g h  e v e n  this is  doubtful.  N o r  

is it re aso n a b le  to e x p e c t  more,  s e e i n g  th a t  m a n  c a n  o n l y  w o r k  

a c c o r d i n g  to the  m e a n s  at his c o m m a n d  ; and no d oubt  th e  last  

g en erat ion  did quite as  m u c h  as  w e  could do n o w  if  reduced  to their 

sc a le  o f  a ppl iances .  W e  co uld  n ot  travel  s ix t y  m i les  an h o u r  w i t h 

out the lo c o m o t iv e ,  or send  a  m e s s a g e  to I n d ia  in an h o u r  w i t h o u t  

the  te legraph,  a n y  m o re  th a n  our  fa thers  could.  W e  h a v e  done  no 

m o re  th an  t h e y  h a v e  in the w a y  o f  tr ade  b y  aer ia l  tr ansport ,  

s im p ly  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  no better  to ols  th a n  t h e y  had  ; but i f  an 

aer ia l  m a c h i n e  had been in v en ted  b y  w h i c h  the  trade o f  th e  world  

could  h a v e  been  in cre ase d  a b o v e  its present  proport io ns,  b y  c a r r y 

i n g  it into the centres  o f  A fr ic a ,  A s i a ,  C h i n a ,  A u stra l ia ,  & c . , — place s  

n o w  in ac ce ss ib le  to the  trade th r o u g h  the diff iculties o f  tr ansport ,— free 

traders  w ould ,  o f  course ,  h a v e  h u n g  this sca lp  to their w a i s t  a lso .  

A n d  w h y  not ? I t  w o u ld  be e q u a l ly  as m u c h  theirs  as  is the 

d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t r ad e  due to s te a m  n a v i g a t io n ,  ra ilroads ,  and 
te le grap h y.

N o w  w e  h a v e  considered  w h a t  trade would  h a v e  been w i t h o u t  

s te a m  and  te le g rap h y .  T o  m a k e  the  c a s e  clearer,  let us see  

w h a t  it w o u ld  be with  all our  ap p l ia n c e s  reta ined, but m is-ca l le d  

F r e e  T r a d e  abolished,  and s a y ,  a d u t y  o f  5s.  per  q uarter  put  on
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A m e r i c a n  g ra in ,  30s.  a  h e a d  on foreign  catt le ,  and  other  s u c h  l ight 

d ut ies  on A m e r i c a n  a n d  F r e n c h  p ro d u ce .  T r a d e  w o u l d  f lo w  on in 

its  p re se n t  d im e n s i o n s ,  e x c e p t i n g  th a t  our o w n  c o u n t r y m a n ,  h itherto  

u n ab le  to g e t  a  price  for his  s tu f f  to c o m p e n s a t e  h im  for his  s t r u g g le  

a g a i n s t  c l i m a te  and  soil ,  h a v i n g  n o w  th e  first ch an c e  o f  the  

m a r k e t ,  w o u ld  s h o w  s i g n s  o f  in c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y ;  our  in ternal  trade 

w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  to th e  benefi t  o f  al l  c la sse s ,  b y  th e  in cre as e d  c i r 

c u la t ion  o f  m o n e y ,  the  re su lt  o f  th e ir  i n c r e a s e d  prosperi ty ,  w h i le  in 

pro port io n  as  h o m e  production  increased,  foreign im po rtat ion  w o u ld  

fall  off. T h e  se c o n d  effect  w o u ld  be th a t  th o s e  fore igners  w h o  n o w  

c lo se  th e ir  m a r k e t s  a g a i n s t  us,  f in d in g  t h e y  w e r e  l o s i n g  o u r  cu s to m ,  

w o u ld ,  l ike  sen s ib le  m e n ,  m a k e  an effort to retain it b y  re c ipro cat ing ,  

w h i c h  t h e y  n o w ,  still l ike w i s e  m e n ,  s te a d i ly  refuse  to do ; for 

w h y  sh o u ld  a n y  m a n  b u y  a t h i n g  th a t  is offered him for n o t h i n g  ? 

A n d  w h y  should  fore ign ers  p u r c h a s e  our  c u s to m  b y  o p e n in g  their 

m a r k e t s  to us  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  it for n o t h i n g  ? T h e  re sult  o f  this 

re c ip ro c i ty  w o u ld  be th a t  the  r e v iv a l  o f  our  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  industr ies ,  

due  to th e  in cre ase d  p ro sp e r i ty  o f  the  ag r ic u l tu ra l  and  o ther  

c la s s e s ,  w o u ld  find re al isat ion  in m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  for the  foreigner,  

w a r e s  to p a y  for th o s e  he  a f te rw a rd s  sent us.  I f  th is  recip rocity  

pre ju d ic ia l ly  affected o u r  ag r ic u l tu ra l  interests  as  b ad ly  as  F r e e  

T r a d e  does  now ,  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  th e  s a t is fact ion  o f  k n o w i n g  that 

th e  in c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y  o f  o ther  tr ad es  o p e n e d  a  fresh field for the  

c l a s s e s  th ro w n  out  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  the fai lure o f  a gr ic u l tu re  and 

its  d e p e n d e n c i e s .  F r e e  T r a d e  as n o w  pract ised  ruins  all  c la sse s ,  

and g i v e s  no  n e w  o p e n i n g  for o ther  e m p l o y m e n t .  W e  h a v e  been 

c o n s i d e r i n g  h o w  F r e e  T r a d e  and S t e a m  affect  our  foreign trade.  

L e t  us  see  h o w  our  internal or h o m e  trade and  the i n c o m e s  o f  the 

people  h a v e  been in cre ase d  b y  it.

I t  is m o s t  diff icult to a c c u r a t e l y  tr ace  th e  effects o f  a n y  

b ran c h  o f  trade,  b e c a u s e  it n e v e r  runs  a lo ne,  b ut  a l w a y s  m ix e s  with 

other  b ran ch e s .  T o  form an idea  h o w  far an increase  o f  im ports  

h a s  increased trade g e n e r a l ly ,  w e  m u s t  o n ly  c o n s id e r  imports ,  

b e c a u s e  F r e e  T r a d e  re d u c e s  exports  b e l o w  w h a t  re c ipro ci ty  would  

do,  and h o w  far it h a s  im pro ve d  the indiv idual  in c o m e s  of  the 

people,  w e  m u s t  g o  th e  round o f  the r a i lw a y s ,  factories,  & c . ,  e m ployed  

in p r o v i d in g  m e a n s  o f  in land transit ,  and form an e st im a te  h o w  this 

or that i n d u s try  is affected b y  our  importat ions.  T h e  co nclus ion
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m o s t l y  arr ived at is that the  im po rts  affect  the bulk  o f  our  in

dustries  but v e r y  little, and that  a g a in s t  th is  l ittle w e  h a v e  to set 

the  increase  o f  internal trade,  i f  foreign im po rtat io n s  w e re  o n ly  

s l ig h t ly  restricted.  T h e  f o r e g o i n g  c o n sid e rat ion s  wil l  s h e w  that 

one-s ided F r e e  T r a d e  h a s  not increased  our  trade,  e i ther  foreign or 

internal,  but th at  te le g r a p h y  and s te a m  h a v e  been the in strum en ts ,  

and w e  see  th a t  w ith ou t  th ese  our  trade could  n e v e r  h a v e  developed  

as  it has.  A l l  trade,  both inte rn at ion al  and internal,  can o n ly  exist  

as  supported b y  the p u re ly  m e c h a n ic a l  a p p l ia n c e s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t io n  

and transport,  and w e  h a v e  seen that  w ith  th e se  and w it h o u t  F r e e  

T r a d e ,  w e  w o u ld  not o n l y  h a v e  had as large  a trade as n o w  but 

a m u c h  l a r g e r , - i f  the  efforts o f  th ese  a g e n t s  had  been seconded  

b y  R e c ip r o c i ty ,  instead o f  b e i n g  c o m b a tt e d  b y  F r e e  T r a d e .

N o w  w h a t  has  F r e e  T r a d e  done  for o u r  i n c o m e s  ? It c a n n o t  

h a v e  benefi ted th ese  i f  it h a s  injured tr ade,— but as  th ey ,  h a v e  

i n d isp u ta bly  increased,  it wil l  be n e c e s s a r y  to point out the  c a u s e s .  

T h e  n a m e  o f  th ese  c a u s e s  is legion,  and t h e y  are im po ss ib le  o f  

e n um e rat io n ,  but t h e y  can all be c lassed  u n d e r  one d escr ipt ive  title, 

v i z  Internal  d e v e lo p m e n t  p ro d u ced  o t h e r w i s e  th a n  b y  foreign 

imports .  W e  will  ta ke  tw o  or three  i n st a n c e s .  W e  had in 1877,  

17 ,077  m i les  o f  r a i l w a y  va lu e d  at £ 6 7 4 , 05g,048, all th ese  works,  

e x c e p t i n g  the s leepers ,  b e i n g  the creat ion  o f  B r i t i sh  labour. A l l  

th ese  mill ions  w e n t  th ro u g h  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  w o r k i n g  c la s s e s ,  and 

remained in the c o m m u n i t y  ; t h e y  m e r e ly  c h a n g e d  h and s,  but the 

effect  o f  this c h a n g e  is,  that w h e r e a s  th e nation  o n ly  had 

£674,059,048 o f  m o n e y  before,  its  w ea lth  is n o w  doubled  b y  h a v i n g  

the  r a i lw a y s  added. T h i s  d o u b l in g  o f  m o n e y  is g o i n g  on w ith  e v e r y  

house,  factory ,  or  other  p e r m a n e n t  w o r k  th at  is m a d e  ; it g o e s  on 

w ith  all the  v a s t  increase  w e  h a v e  seen in our  t o w n s ,  and it a c c o m 

p an ie s  the  erection o f  w o rk s  o f  e v e r y  i m a g i n a b le  descr iption,  and 

it add s  th ereto  the artif icial  increase  in the v a lu e  o f  land for b ui ld in g  

purposes .  It is im po ss ib le  to e n u m e r a te  all c la s s e s  o f  w ork ,  but 

sufficient has  been said to point to the source  o f  increased  w ea l th .  

S o m e  m a y  hesi tate  to a c c e p t  this as correct ,  and  w e  wil l  therefore 

ask  th ese  i f  t h e y  do not co n sid e r  t h e m s e l v e s  e q u a l ly  as w el l  off  

a fter  a good i n v e s t m e n t  in bricks  and mortar,  or a b u i ld in g  site,  as 

t h e y  w e re  w h e n  their m o n e y  lay  a t  interest in the bank. I f  so, and 

as s o m e b o d y  h a s  re ceived  this m o n e y  in p a y m e n t  for labour, there 

m u st  o f  n e c e s s i t y  be a d o u b l i n g  o f  va lues .  T h e n  further,  w e  m u s t
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c o n s i d e r  th a t  at  a  f ive  per  cent ,  p e r  a n n u m  profit on  th e se  u n d e r 

t a k i n g s ,  th ere  is an o th e r  d o u b l i n g  o f  v a l u e s  in t w e n t y  y e a r s  and 

a b o v e  ; but b ey o n d  and  a b o v e  all  th is  is the  labour  required to w o r k  

o u r  c o m m e r c i a l  u n d e r t a k in g s .  T a k e  the r a i lw a y s  at  £ 1 , 4 9 7  Per m ^e 

in E n g l a n d ,  £ 9 5 1  in S c o t la n d ,  £ 4 5 5  in Ire land ,  or £21 ,500,000 per  

a n n u m ,  and  a p p l y  this as  a s tan d ard  to e s t im a t e  all  our other  

w o r k s  ; th e n  i m a g i n e  th a t  all  th is is  b e i n g  i n c e s s a n t l y  c ircula ted  

chie f ly  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  w o r k i n g  c la s s e s ,  g i v i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  to 

h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  in th e ir  turn,  w h o  h a v e  th e ir  ce n tre s  ca lled  

e m p l o y e r s , — and  w e  ne ed  not f ish a b o u t  for a  c a u s e  o f  prosperity ,  

or p ic k  up th e  r e m o te  o n e  o f  im ports .  It is s t e a m  and  t e le g r a p h y  

th a t  h a v e  ca l led  an i n c re as e  in trade  into  e x is te n ce ,  and  a lso  w o r k s  

th a t  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  been  w a n t e d  w i t h o u t  t h e m .  T h e y  h a v e  

add ed  t h e s e  m ateria l  v a l u e s  to  our  w e a l t h ,  and  th eir  r e v e n u e s  and 

d e m a n d  for lab o u r  to our  i n c o m e s .  A  one-s ided  foreign trade has  

n ot  done  this,  b ut  h a s  on th e  c o n tr a r y  retarded th e se  efforts.  A n d  

a g a in ,  i f  th e se  are not th e  c a u s e s ,  w h a t  th en  h a s  p ro d u ced  the 

increase  o f  F r e n c h  trad e  and  w e a l t h ,  w h i c h  h a s  been r e la t iv e ly  

greater  th a n  ours ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the fr ightfu l  losses  ca u s e d  b y  

t h e  G e r m a n  and  c iv i l  w a r s  ? B e t w e e n  1868 and  1877 th e  F r e n c h  

e xp orts  o f  th eir  o w n  p ro d u c ts  increased  b y  £ 2 7 ,7 7 5 ,8 8 0 ,  w h i le  the  

exports  o f  B r i t i s h  p rod uce  o n ly  in cre ase d  d u r i n g  the s a m e  period 

b y  £ 1 9 , 2 1 5 , 2 5 3 .  A r e  t h e s e  f igures  not a l a r m i n g ,  w h e n  it is c o n 

s id ered  th a t  F r a n c e ,  d u r i n g  th o s e  y e a r s ,  had to p a s s  th r o u g h  a 

d e a th - s tr u g g le  and creep b a c k  a l o n g  a s lo w  re co v e ry ,  w h i le  F r e e  

T r a d e  E n g l a n d  e n jo y e d  perfect F r e e d o m  from all evil  e x c e p t  that  o f  

h e r  o w n  creat ion  in tr ade.

I V .

W h e n  a s k e d  h o w  t h e  1 4 2  M i l l i o n s  o f  I m p o r t s  a n d  E x p o r t s

ARE PAID FOR— CONFESS THAT IT IS NOT CLEAR.

T h e  m o v e m e n t  o f  th e  precio us  m e t a ls  c a n n o t  indicate  h o w  th ese  

im po rtat io n s  are  paid  for, as gold  is  subje ct  to l a w s  o f  su p p ly  and 

d e m a n d ,  the  s a m e  as a n y  o ther  c o m m o d i t y ,  and  d irect ly  a s l ight  

s c a r c i t y  is felt here,  th e  price  g o e s  up and b r ings  it back.  T h e n  h o w  

do w e  p a y  for our  g o o d s  ? A l l  the  public  u n d e rta k in g s  before 

m e n t io n e d  are transferred b y  m e a n s  o f  scrip ; m u c h  o f  w h a t  m a y  

be co nside re d  pr ivate  property  is a lso  transfe rable  b y  d o c u m e n t s  

o f  m o r t g a g e ,  & c .  G o v e r n m e n t  securit ies ,  B r i t ish  and foreign,  are
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also  transferable  b y  scrip.  T h e  in cre ase  o f  w e a l t h  before  alluded 

to th e  post carr ies  out o f  the  c o u n t r y  e v e r y  n igh t ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  

transfers ,  in p a y m e n t  for the imports .  N o w  i f  w e  had F r e e  T r a d e  

in reality,  and not m e r e ly  in n a m e ,  or, in o ther  w o rd s ,  i f  w e  had 

R e c ip r o c i ty ,  o u r  ships  w o u ld  be c a r r y in g  out m a n u fa c t u re d  go o d s  

in p a y m e n t ,  and the i n c re as e  o f  th at  part o f  o u r  w e a l t h  w h i c h  is 

due to internal d e v e lo p m e n t  w o u ld  be sa v ed  to the country .  

E n g l a n d  is a  sm al l  co untry ,  and h o w  far its  p o w e rs  o f  internal trade 

expansion m a y  extend is a m a tt e r  o f  pure  co njecture  ; p o s s ib ly  its 

l imits are n e are r  to us  th a n  w e  im a g i n e ,  but g r a n t i n g  th at  t h e y  are 

not, and that  nation  co ntinues  to expand until  the  w h o le  is land is 

one h u g e  to w n ,  the  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  the p ro sp ec t  should  sti ll  m a k e  us 

careful  in fo s ter in g  o u r  resources .  A l l  th in g s  are  re lat ive.  In 

n o t h in g  is th is  m ore  true th an  in n at ional  g r e a t n e s s .  W e  had  a 

grand  start,  and  ought to h a v e  kept  th e  lead.

A  fe w  m ore  y e a r s  o f  p re se n t  re lat iv e  p ro g re ss  b e t w e e n  this 

and other  countr ies ,  and w e  shall  be left behind : and let us a s k —  

w h e re  will  be the  g reat  m erit  o f  our  progress ,  i f  o ther  nat ion s  h a v e  

done so m u c h  better ? W e  shall  be the poorest,  as w e l l  as the 

smallest,  nation,  and w h a t  c h a n c e  shall  w e  h a v e  then ? L e t  us  act,  

therefore,  l ike  ju d i c i o u s  m e n  ; let us  ta ke  care  o f  our property ,  and 

see to it that th ose  w h o  desire  to su p p ly  us  w it h  food are  w i l l i n g  to 

re ce ive  our  m a n u fa c t u r e s  in p a y m e n t .  T h e  m a n  w h o  ke e ps  on 

se ll ing  his  p rop e rty  to su p p ly  his  table ,  instead  o f  k e e p i n g  his 

fa ctory  g o i n g  and  su p p o rt in g  h i m s e l f  out o f  its profits,  is p r a c t ic a l ly  

insane .  B e  the l im it  o f  E n g l a n d ’s internal d e v e lo p m e n t  far or 

near,  th e  co llapse  w h e n  it does  co m e  wil l  be rapid and d ec is iv e .  W e  

k n o w  h o w  a s l igh t  d is c r e p a n c y  in th e  b alan ce  o f  s u p p ly  and d e m a n d  

m a y  ca u se  e ither  an e n o r m o u s  inflation or g r e a t  d ec len s io n  in 

va lues .  F o r  in stan ce ,  ta k e  th e  co al  fam in e .  T h e  extra  d e m a n d  

w a s  so small  th at  no one  f o r e s a w  th e  fam ine or could  tr ace  it w h e n  

it w a s  upon us  ; but s tr a n g e st  o f  all, d u r in g  the inflated time,  w hi le  

all the nation t h o u g h t  prices could n e v e r  return to their old level,  

the forces w e re  in act ive  th o u g h  u n see n  operation w h i c h  brought  

pr ices  d ow n  e v e n  b e lo w  their fo rm er figures.  S o  perhaps  w h e n  the 

decl ine  o f  the  nation is on the e v e ' o f  approach,  no  one  m a y  foresee the 

ca la m ity .  W e  m a y  h o w e v e r  indicate  the  “  h o w , ”  i f  w e  canno t  

the  “  w h e n . ”  T h i s  nation h a s  been and is still incre as ing ,  not o n ly  

in n u m be rs ,  but a lso  in w ea l th .  A  t im e  arr ives  w h e n  this wealth
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i n c r e a s e  stops,  and w h e n  w e  g o  on p a y i n g  out a  la rg e  and  v e r y  

m u c h  in cre ase d  s u m  for our  food. T h e s e  d is b u r s e m e n t s  c o m e  not 

out  o f  our  increase, b u t  m e r e l y  out o f  p a s t  a c c u m u l a t i o n .  The 

c o m m u n i t y  is b e c o m i n g  poore r  ; i ts p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  d w i n d le s  ; 

al l  th e  property  w e  h a v e  h i the rto  ca l le d  11 m a te r ia l  w ea lth  w e  find 

h a s  but an art if ic ia l  v a lu e  \— in fac t  w e  d is c o v e r  that  v a lu e  h a s  

d e p e n d e d  e n t ire ly  on  d e m a n d .  A s  s oon  as th ere  is a turn in the 

scale ,  and  th e  sellers  o u t n u m b e r  the b u y e rs ,  e v e r y  one r u s h e s  into 

t h e  m a r k e t ,  and  the  d e c le n s io n  o f  v a l u e s  g o e s  on with  th e  i n c r e a s i n g  

ra p id i ty  o f  a fa l l ing  b ody ,  e v e r y  g r a d e  o f  d ec le n s io n  in v a lu e  i m 

p o v e r i s h i n g  th e c o m m u n i t y  and m a k i n g  m a tt e rs  w o r s e ,  until  the 

la n d  w h i c h  fo r m e r ly  carr ied  s u c h  fa b u lo u s  prices  on a c c o u n t  o f  its 

ce n tra l  pos it io n ,  and th e  pala t ia l  edi fices  erected  upon it, w i l l  be o f  

le ss  va lu e  t h a n  so  m u c h  pasture ,  i n a s m u c h  as  th a t  in th e  c a s e  o f  

p a s tu re  th ere  is no rubb ish  o f  bricks  and  m o rtar  to c le ar  a w a y .

B u t  011 the  other  hand ,  let  us  see  w h a t  w o u ld  be our condit ion,  

w h e n  w e  reached  the l im its  o f  our  e x p an s io n ,  i f  w e  w e r e  to fo l low 

th e  plan th a t  e v e r y  s a n e  trader  p u rsu e s  in his  o w n  b u s in e s s ,  and  

trade  o n ly  w ith  th o s e  w h o  w il l  tr ade  w ith  us.  W h e n  t h e s e  l im its  

are r e a c h e d ,  w e  w i l l  be b u y i n g  o n ly  as  m u c h  as w e  are se l l ing ,  or, 

in o ther  word s,  wil l  be  l i v i n g  on th e  profits  o f  our  b u s in e s s  o f  

m a n u fa c t u r e .  W e  wil l  k e e p  up to a certa in  point o f  prosperity,  

w i t h o u t  a n y  o f  th e  d ec le n s io n  before  n a m e d ,  j u s t  as  a  m a n  lives  

on a f ixed i n c o m e ,  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  a n y  r icher  b y  s a v in g s .  A n d  the 

re v e rse  o f  th is  co rresp o n d s  w ith  the pos it ion o f  a  m a n  w h o ,  h a v i n g  

no  i n c o m e ,  parts  w it h  his  property  p ie c e m e a l  to su p p ly  his  dai ly  

w a n t s ,  and  d o es  th is  unti l  all is gone.

Prof .  F a w c e t t  tells  us  th a t  th e  difference b e t w e e n  the v a lu e  o f  

im po rts  and that  o f  exports  is m ore  ap p aren t  th an  real.  H e  says ,  

f re igh ts  and profits are inc lu ded in th e  v a lu e  o f  the  im ports ,  and 

th a t  t h e s e  w i t h  interest  d ue  to E n g l i s h m e n  abroad, la r g e ly  m a k e  

up the  b a l a n c e  o f  trade.  N o w  ta ke  th e  to ta l  s te a m  t o n n a g e  o f  the 

k i n g d o m ,  e m p lo y e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  in the  foreign  trade,  in 1877,  at 

1 ,6 2 5 ,4 1 1 ,  and th e  s a i l i n g  v e s s e ls  at 3,264,149. V a l u e  the form er  

at £ 3 0  per  ton regis ter ,  and  the la tter at £ 1 0 ;  co n sid e r  that the 

first wil l  g ro ss  fifty per  cent,  o f  th ose  v a lu e s  per  a n n u m ,  and  the 

latter  th irty  ; and th a t  s te a m e rs  wil l  spend out o f  th e  fre ight 

abroad, s a y ,  fi fty per  cent,  o f  their fre ight,  and s a i l in g  sliips
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thirty.  W e  h a v e  thus o n l y  £ 1 5 , 1 4 0 , 6 1 6  f in d in g  its w a y  into the 

B r i t i s h  pocket ,  o f  w h i c h  o n l y  about two-thirds,  or £ 10 ,0 9 3 ,7 4 4 ,  

wil l  be declare d on im ported  articles,  and m a y  th u s  be ta k e n  o f f  the 

v a lu e  o f  the  imports .  T h i s  is an a m o u n t  o f  no  pract ical  valu e.  

T h e n  as  to the  quest ion  o f  profit  b e i n g  included in th e declare d 

v a l u e — that  is im po ss ib le ,  u n le ss  the  m e r c h a n t  could  sell his  c a rg o  

at sea  before  it is landed.  T h i s  is a c o m m o n  pract ice  w i t h  gra in  

m e r c h a n t s ,  b ut  w h e n  c a r g o e s  are so  sold in the  gro ss ,  the  profits  

are e x t r e m e l y  sm al l ,  perhaps  not a v e r a g i n g  3d.  per  quarter ,  and  are 

not w o rth  m e n t i o n i n g  in the e s t im a t e s .  T h e  large  profits  re cko n ed  

on b y  Mr.  F a w c e t t  are  ( if  t h e y  exis t  a t  all) m a d e  b y  the  factors 

w ith  w h o m  distribut ion c o m m e n c e s ,  but th e se  s e l l i n g  t r a n s a c t io n s  

c o m m e n c e  after  the  c a r g o  is reported for v a lu e ,  and w e  h a v e  thus 

the 142 mil l ions e x c e s s  of im po rts  o v e r  e xp orts  p r a c t i c a l l y  u n 

disturbed.  T h e  plea w ith  re ga rd  to th e  in te rest  o f  B r i t i sh  m o n e y  

in v e s t e d  abro ad  b e i n g  e x p e n d e d  he re ,  and  so r e d u c i n g  the b a lan c e  

o f  trade,  is one s o m e w h a t  diff icult to understand .  I f  w e  are 

sp e n d in g  our  m o n e y  in b u y i n g  food in stead  o f  p u r c h a s i n g  it b y  our 

m a n u f a c t u r e s , — h o w  is th e  evil  reduced  b y  th e  m o n e y  b e i n g  due to 

us in N e w  Y o r k  instead  o f  L o n d o n  ? It is our  m o n e y  all the  sam e,  

and  the  interest  is as m u c h  part o f  our  in co m e  as a n y  other  i n v e s t 

m e n t , — at least  it w o u ld  be diff icult to find an in d iv id u al  w h o  could 

u n d e rs ta n d  a n y  such  a l le ge d  difference.  N o  m a t t e r  w h e th e r  he  

re m its  d iv id e n d s  received  in L o n d o n ,  to N e w  Y o r k  to m a k e  a 

p u rch a se  o f  w h e a t ,  or in stru cts  his  A m e r i c a n  a g e n t  to co llec t  the 

d iv id en d s  on his A m e r i c a n  p ro p e rty  and  appropriate  it to the  s h i p 

m en t ,  he  k n o w s  in both  c a s e s  th a t  he h a s  paid  for his  gra in  in 

m o n e y ,  and not b y  a  c o n s i g n m e n t  o f  g o o d s  in e x c h a n g e .  I f  no o p p o r 

tu n i ty  o f  i n v e s t i n g  m o n e y  offered in E n g l a n d ,  and it la y  id ly  here 

th ro u g h  no A m e r i c a n  i n v e s t m e n t  offer ing,  the  plea m i g h t  h a v e  so m e  

show.  In such  a  c a s e  w e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  A m e r i c a  as  co n ferr in g  a 

benefit  b y  e m p lo y in g  the m o n e y  and  c r e a t i n g  interest,  but u n for

tu n ate ly  w e  k n o w  the re verse  is the  case  ; th a t  A m e r i c a n  i n v e s t m e n t s  

h a v e  been  unprofi table ,  and th at  g reat  diff iculty is felt in E n g l a n d  

in o b ta in in g  m o n e y  for m a n u f a c t u r i n g  or tr ad in g  purposes ,  n ot

w i t h s t a n d i n g  its apparent ch e a p n e s s  in the d isco u n t  market.  A g a i n ,  

it is said  A m e r i c a  m u st  be in o u r  debt b e c a u s e  she  is s e n d i n g  her 

produce  w ith ou t  gold  being returned in p a y m e n t .  I f  this w e re  the 

c a se ,  it w o u ld  o n ly  prove  that form erly  E n g l a n d  w a s  able  to lend

E
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he r  m o n e y ,  but th a t  n o w  A m e r i c a  is r e a p i n g  su c h  e x c e p t io n a l  and 

u n fa ir  a d v a n t a g e s  out  o f  th e  present  s y s t e m  o f  trade th a t  sh e  is  able 

to p e r m a n e n t l y  re ta in  and  u se  o u r  o w n  m o n e y .  A m e r i c a  o bta ins  o u r  

capi ta l  to bui ld ra ilroads,  & c . ,  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  the B r i t i sh  publ ic  hold 

scr ip.  G r a i n  is sen t  to E n g l a n d ,  and  the ra il road sh ares  are sent 

b a c k  in p a y m e n t ,  and  th us,  as s tated  a lread y ,  w e  are  p a y i n g  for our 

food b y  our  ca p i ta l  instead  o f  b y  our  m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  and are  so 

e x h a u s t i n g  our  w e a l t h .  M r .  F a w c e t t  and  others ,  in c a s t i n g  about 

to see  h o w  th e  im p o rts  are paid  for, a v e r  th a t  th e  A m e r i c a n s  m u s t  

be in our debt, and  th a t  e x c e s s  o f  im po rts  is  part ly  interest.  T h e y  are 

here v e r y  n e ar  s t u m b l i n g  u p o n  th e  truth,  but u n fo r t u n a te ly  t h e y  do 

not a p p e a r  to h a v e  v e r y  c le a r  v i e w s  on so  im p o rta n t  a  subject .  

T h e y  fail  to see  th a t  b y  s e n d i n g  us  ship  lo a d s  o f  corn,  and  at s a m e  

t i m e  r e fu s i n g  p a y m e n t  in g o o d s ,  th e  A m e r i c a n s  are per m a n e n t ly  

r e t a i n i n g  c a p i t a l  fo r m e r ly  a d v a n c e d  th e m ,  and th a t  w e  are b y  this 

o p e ra t io n  p a y i n g  for our  food out  o f  our  capi ta l ,  and i n v o l v i n g  o u r 

s e lv e s  in all  the  evil  e v er  c h a r g e d  to F r e e  T r a d e .  W i t h  re gard  to 

p a y i n g  for a portion o f  our  food b y  in te res t  d ue  to us  in A m e r i c a ,  

th is ,  as  s ta ted  before,  is as  g reat  an evil  as i f  w e  remit ted  m o n e y .  

F r e e  T r a d e r s ,  b y  t h e s e  s ta t e m e n ts ,  a c k n o w l e d g e  th a t  w e  lose  both 

ca p i ta l  and interest,  and  y e t  a s k  us not to co n sid e r  it an evil .  B u t  

w h a t  is t h o u g h t  o f  a pr ivate  m a n  w h o  s p en d s  his  capita l  in l i v i n g  ? 

T h e  interest  due  to us in A m e r i c a ,  h o w e v e r ,  is ins ignif icant  w h e n  

r e g a r d e d  in th e  s a m e  ca lc u la t io n  as th e  balance  o f  trade,  and c o n 

s e q u e n t ly  it is clear  w e  m u s t  be s e n d in g  e x h a u s t iv e  quantit ies  o f  scrip 

to  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h i c h  scrip is b y  no  m e a n s  n e c e s s a r i ly  

A m e r i c a n .

y.
F r e e  T r a d e r s  c l a i m  g e n e r a l  c h e a p n e s s  o f  f o o d , a n d  

e s p e c i a l l y  f r e e d o m  f r o m  f a m i n e  p r i c e s  a f t e r  a  b a d  h a r v e s t , a s  

THE WORK OF F R E E  T R A D E .

T h e r e  is no found ation  for th is  c la im ,  and  the error is more 

e a s i ly  s h e w n  th a n  w h e n  th e  F r e e  T r a d e r  is c l a i m i n g  prosper i ty  as 

th e  re sult  o f  his  s y s t e m .  I m a g i n e ,  on c e  m ore ,  all our present postal  

and  te le g r a p h ic  facil it ies abolished,  and th e m e r c h a n t  reduced to his 

fo r m e r  diff icult pos it ion in m atters  o f  correspondence,  and s a y ,— h o w  

w o u l d  it be possib le  for h im  to c a rry  out th o s e  f inancia l  a r r a n g e 



m e n t s  w h i c h  are  a  n e c e s s i t y  o f  these  e n o r m o u s  m od ern  s h ip m e n t s  ? 

T h e r e  is not one  im po rte r  in a  hund red  w h o  c a n  b u y  a  c a r g o  out 

and out,  and trade d e p e n d s  v e r y  largely ,  indeed,  on a d v a n c e s  m a d e  on 

the  d o c u m e n ts .  F o r m e r l y  d o c u m e n ts  w e r e  w e e k s  and  m o n t h s  on 

the road, but n o w  a d v a n c e s  on s h ip m e n t s  can be a r r a n g e d  b y  te legraph .  

T a k e  us  b a c k  to o u r  old m e a n s  o f  trad in g,  and  p o ss ib ly  not one  in 

a hund red  o f  present  traders  co uld  operate  ; w h e re  then w o u ld  be our 

c h e a p  food i f  suppl ie s  w e re  thus  reduced ? In addition to th is ,  there  

w o u ld  be the u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  transport ,  re n d e r in g  the arr ival  o f  go o d s  

a m ere  c h a n c e  o f  m arke ts  at  s o m e  u ncerta in  t im e  in the future, 

i n d u c i n g  ca u t io n  and c a u s i n g  l im itat io n  e v e n  to th o s e  w h o ,  by  

spec ia l  faci l i t ies  or large  m e a n s ,  could  c o n t i n u e  t r ad in g.  T h e n  

a g a in ,  th ose  w h o  k n o w  trade  pract ica l ly ,  are a w a r e  that  th e  befo re

m en tioned  faci l i t ies  for la rg e  o pe rat ions  h a v e  called into e x is te n ce  

a  c la ss  o f  s te a m e rs ,  and  o f  s a i l i n g  v e s s e ls  a lso ,  o f  a  s ize  that  ad m its  

o f  a  reduct ion in the  co st  o f  c a rr ia g e ,  and  a c o rre s p o n d in g  reduct ion  

in the co st  o f  th e  article,  w h i c h  is  far  in e x c e s s  o f  the  v a lu e  o f  a n y  

d u ty  w h i c h  it w o u ld  be n e c e s s a r y  for us  to put on.  S u c h  c o n s i d e r a 

tions  w i l l  s h o w  th a t  our  m odern  faci l i t ies  for tr ade  a n d  transport  are 

the c a u s e s  o f  present  m a g n i t u d e  and c h e a p n e s s  o f  imports,  and  th a t  

th e  re m iss io n  o f  a  tr if l ing d u ty  o f  s a y ,  5s .  per  quarter ,  or le ss  th a n  

o n e  h a l fp e n n y  on th e  41b loaf,  h a s  n o t h i n g  to do w ith  the matter.  

A f t e r  all h o w  is it p o ss ib le  for a duty,  e s p e c i a l ly  a  s l igh t  one,  to 

interfere so  as to p r e v e n t  trade ? A l l  th a t  s u c h  dut ies  could  do 

w o u ld  be to increase  the v a lu e  o f  th e  im po rtat io n s  b y  th e  v a lu e  o f  

the d uty ,  and  g i v e  o u r  h o m e  producers ,  w h e n  c o n t e n d i n g  w ith  

natu ral  or o t h e r  in su r m o u n t a b le  diff iculties,  a better pr ice  for their 

produce.  B u t  h o w  d o es  it operate  in k e e p i n g  d o w n  fa m in e  pr ices  

after a b ad  h a rv e s t  ? W e  h a v e  seen  w h a t  our  pos it ion w o u ld  be 

under  n o r m a l  d e m a n d s  on o u r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  and  transport .  

W h a t  w o u ld  it be  if  a  sudd en  ex tra  d e m a n d  w e r e  m a d e  b y  a bad 

h a rv e s t  ? S a y  the present y e a r  1879, w h e n  p rospects  o f  a failure o f  

crops w e re  anticipated.  W i t h  w h a t  forebodings  w o u ld  w e  c o n t e m 

plate  th e  op e ra t io n s  o f  our l e w  m e r c h a n t s  w h e n  w e  considered  the 

diff iculties and t im e  to be o v e r c o m e  in g i v i n g  in stru ct ion s  to ships.  

A n d  h o w  t h e s e  forebodings  w o u ld  be in cre ase d  w h e n  w e  m e n t a l ly  

w a tc h e d  co rrespond ents  b id d in g  a g a i n s t  e a c h  other  for e v e r y  u n 

chartered v e s s e l  in th e  B l a c k  S e a  or A m e r i c a n  ports,  and  s e n d in g  

m e s s a g e s  d o w n  to C o n s ta n t in o p le  to ca tch  v e s se ls  c o m i n g  up,

85
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fre igh ts  all  th e  w h i le  r i s i n g  e n o r m o u s l y  u n d e r  th is  e x cep t io n al  

d e m a n d ,  and  a d d i n g  to th e  price  o f  th e  corn.  W e  m u s t  a lso  c o n 

sider  th at ,  s train  as e a c h  m a n  m a y  to obta in  t o n n a g e  for his  own 

sh ip m e n t s ,  not a ship m o r e  c a n  be  o b ta in e d  th a n  is sufficient for 

o r d in a r y  t i m e s .  A l l  th eir  s t ra in in g  c a n  do is  to ra ise  fre ights ,  

b e c a u s e  th ere  w o u ld  be n o  m o r e  v e s s e l s  b o u n d  t o w a r d s  th e  B l a c k  

S e a ,  th e  L e v a n t ,  or  A m e r i c a ,  th a n  sufficed for th e  n o rm a l  condit ions  

o f  t r a d e ;  th e  o t h e r  t o n n a g e  w o u ld  be,  as  u su a l ,  scattered  all  over  

th e  w orld ,  on its s lo w  road to or from th e  E a s t  and W e s t  Indies ,  

A u st r a l ia ,  & c .  F r o m  t h e s e  trad es  y o u  m i g h t  d ivert  t h e m  in 1880, 

but n ot  in t i m e  to a s s is t  y o u  in 1879. T o  in te n s i fy  the  dis tress ,  

th e  v e r y  v e s s e l s  ch artere d  w o u ld ,  in m a n y  i n s t a n c e s ,  fail to  arr ive  in 

t im e .  T h e y  w e r e  n ot  d isp a tc h e d  from  E n g l a n d  in t i m e  to return 

a g a i n  for th is  s p e c ia l  d e m a n d .  T h e n ,  a g a in ,  c o n s id e r  the  u n c e r 

t a i n t y  o f  arr iva l  in th e  c a s e  o f  al l  o f  th e m .  C a n  w e  not re m e m b e r  

o f  p rovis ion s  h a v i n g  to be sen t  out  to the  ch o p s  o f  the  C h a n n e l  to 

re l ie ve  the c r e w s  o f  v e s s e l s  d eta in e d  b y  a  l o n g  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  

e as t e r ly  w in d s  ? Is  it not also  in the  m e m o r y  o f  all sailors  o f  m id d le  

a g e  th a t  p rovis ion s  h a v e  often run s h o r t  th r o u g h  l o n g  co ntinuat io n  

o f  foul w i n d s ?  W i t h  th is  im p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n in g  sufficient t r a n s 

port,  and  w i t h  th e  u n c e r t a i n t y  a t t e n d i n g  th a t  w h i c h  w e  could get, 

w e  m i g h t  w e l l  g i v e  o u r s e lv e s  up to despair .  C a l l ,  th en,  upon th e 

go d  F r e e  T r a d e ,  and  see w h a t  he  can  do ; tell  the  people  fa m in e  

prices  and h u n g e r  are  a delus ion  ; s a y  to th em  t h e y  have  F r e e  T r a d e ,  

and  a s k  t h e m  w h a t  m o re  c a n  t h e y  w a n t .  I t  is h a rd ly  n e c e s s a r y  to 

e m p h a s i s e  t h e s e  se l f -evident  fac ts  b y  r e m i n d i n g  p eo p le  o f  w h a t  

re a l ly  did o c c u r i n  I n d i a  las t  ye ar .  T h e r e  w a s  no  d u t y  on th e  rice,  

— n a y  it w a s  g i v e n  a w a y  ; th ere  w a s  no  w a n t  o f  m o n e y ,  for the 

G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  th e p r o v i d e r ;  th ere  w a s  e v e n  no  la ck  o f  s te am ers  

to c a r r y  it, and in t h a t  re spe ct  I n d i a  w a s  far m o re  favo ured  th an  

E n g l a n d  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o ,  before  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  s te a m  for the  

c a r r y i n g  o f  gra in .  T h e n  h o w  w a s  it th a t  the  people  s tarved  w hile  

t h o u s a n d s  o f  to n s  o f  rice  w e r e  ro t t in g  on th e  b e a ch  in In dia  ? 

s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  lacked the m e a n s  o f  tr ansport for 

c o n v e y i n g  th e  food th e  last  fe w  hund red  m iles  b y  land ; and in like 

m a n n e r  c a n  a n y  m a n  be so blind as not to see  th a t  gra in  m igh t  be 

r o t t in g  in R u s s i a  or A m e r i c a ,  i f  there  w e re  no  adequate  transport,  

and  th a t  w e  m i g h t  be s t a r v i n g  in E n g l a n d .  W h a t  h a s  happe n ed  

in 1879, w ith  a bad h arve s t .  W h y ,  n o t h i n g  at  all ; pr ices  are



s c a r c e l y  affected b y  it. H o w  c o m e s  th is  ? B e c a u s e  im p o r t e r s  

k n o w  that  at  a n y  t im e  a  fe w  d a y s  are  quite sufficient to co n ce n trate  

a n y  e xtra  q u a n t i t y  o f  s te a m  t o n n a g e  at  a n y  port in the  world.  

I r a d e  g o e s  on as usual,  the  extra  t o n n a g e  is ta k e n  as it is w a n te d ,  

s p r e a d in g  the spec ia l  d e m a n d  ov e r  the ye ar ,  j u s t  as the  m a r k e ts  

indicate .  S o m e  s l igh t  f luctuat ion does  occur,  but not to a n  e x t e n t  

a f fe c t in g  the price  o f  food ; and i f  an extra  d u ty  o f  5s .  w e r e  laid on 

to -m orrow,  the  price  w o u ld  rise j u s t  5s . ,  and trade w o u ld  g o  on 
undisturbed.

It  is tru ly  a  trial o f  p a t ie n c e  to l isten to free traders  c l a i m i n g  

as their d o in g ,  this re lie f  from d ear  food and  fa m in e  prices,  w h e n  

the ve r ie s t  child  in p ract ic a l  k n o w l e d g e  c a n  point to the  true  

c a u s e s .  T w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o  a  s t e a m e r  c a r r y i n g  gra in  from the B l a c k  

S e a  w a s  a n o v e l t y .  T a k e  E a r l  G r a n v i l l e ’s s p e e c h  at W o l v e r h a m p 

ton on u n v e i l i n g  th e s ta tue  o f  th e  R i g h t  H o n o u r a b l e  C .  P .  V i l l iers .  

A l l  the  p e a c e  and  quiet  o f  the  a g r ic u l tu ra l  la b ourers ,  the  prosper i ty  

o f  the  fa rm er and  nation  gen e ra l ly ,  w e r e  attr ibuted to F r e e  T r a d e  ; 

as  usua l ,  no a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  to trace  t h e s e  benefi ts  from c a u s e  to 

e f t e c t , th ere  w a s  a  m e r e  s t a t e m e n t  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  su p po se d  to 

a ccept ,  a n d  d u r i n g  the  w h o le  s p e e c h  not a s in g le  allusion w a s  m a d e  

to th e  real  c a u s e s ,  no more th a n  i f  s te a m  and t e l e g r a p h y  w ere  

not in e x is te n c e .  N o w ,  w o u ld  it not h a v e  been m u c h  bet ter had 

E a r l  G r a n v i l le  told his  h e a r e r s  that  r a i l w a y s  had  g iv e n  th e  farm er 

an o p p o rtu n ity  o f  d i s p o s i n g  o f  h is  cerea ls ,  roots ,  and  cattle  a t  d i s 

tant  m a i k e t s  ; th a t  s te a m  h ad  in cre as e d  the d e m a n d  for labour,  and 

th at  w o r k i n g  m e n  had s pent  m ore  m o n e y  in b e e f  and other  f o o d ;  or, 

in other  w o r d s ,  th a t  th e  i n c r e a s i n g  w e a l t h  o f  th e  nation  had c a u s e d  

s uch  an extra  d e m a n d  fo r  th e  f a r m e r ’s produce,  th a t  it had  m o re  

th an  c o u n t e rb a la n c e d  th e  evil  o f  foreign  co m pet it ion  (till w i t h in  a 

y e a r  01 tw o  ago);  th at  s te a m  b y  its ch e a p ,  rapid,  and gen e ra l  t ransport  

p revented  a n y  local  in cre ase  in price  after  bad  h a rv e s ts ,  and so 

produced p e a c e  and quiet  a m o n g s t  th o s e  c la sses  w h o  ch ie f ly  l ive 

upon corn foo d? E a r l  G r a n v i l le  m i g h t  a lso  h a v e  s a i d :  T h i s  

p rosp er i ty  b e lo n g s  to th e  p a s t ;  foreign co m petit ion ,  as s is te d  b y  the 

y e a i l y  reduct ion in c o st  o f  tr ansport b y  c h e a p e r  and y e t  ch e a p e r  

s t e a m  c o n v e y a n c e s ,  h a s  n o w  over-run the d e m a n d  c a u s e d  b y  the 

i n c r e a s e d  p ro s p e r i ty  o f  th e  w o r k i n g  c lasses ,  and our  farmers  m u st  

n o w  g o  to ruin at an in c r e a s i n g  speed y e a r  b y  year ,  as it is quite 

i m po ss ib le  for th e m  to g r o w  food on our soil and  in our  c l im ate  as 

c h e a p l y  as  in A m e r i c a  or  R u s s i a . ”

si



E a r l  G r a n v i l l e ’s fa ult  is th a t  o f  al l  free traders .  Y o u  

i n v a r i a b l y  f ind t h e m , — not s h e w i n g  h o w  trad e  o p e r a t e s ,  but 

m a k i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  w h i c h  are u n s u p p o r te d  b y  proofs,  e x c e p t  in this,  

th a t  t h e y  i n v a r i a b ly  point  to o u r  i n c r e a s e  o f  trade and w e a l t h ,  and 

to  c h e a p n e s s  o f  food, as  in d isp u tab le  e v i d e n c e  o f  th e  co rrec tn e ss  

o f  th e ir  v i e w s .  I t  w a s  an u n fo r t u n a te  c o in c id e n c e  for this nation 

th a t  F r e e  T r a d e  and  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s t e a m  o ccurred  to gether ,  as 

th e  fo r m e r  h a s  r e ce ive d  a cre dit  to w h i c h  it n e v e r  c a n  h a v e  a n y  title.  

S t e a m  h a s  w o r k e d  on q uiet ly ,  b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  co uld  m a k e  poli tica l  

c a p i t a l  out  o f  it. F r e e  T r a d e  h a s  been a fo r m id a b le  p a r t y  w e a p o n ,  

and  h a s  been  d inne d  into  o u r  ears  until  too  m a n y  adm ire  its stolen 

p l u m a g e .

A s  th e  I n d i a n  f a m i n e  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d ,  let  us  co nsider  

I n d i a ’s p o v e r t y  a n d  w h a t  w o u ld  h e lp  it. A  d u t y  on A m e r i c a n  corn 

s l i g h t l y  in f a v o u r  o f  In d ia ,  w o u ld  d ive rt  th e  B r i t i sh  m il l ions  n o w  

sen t  a n n u a l l y  to th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  into  a c h a n n e l  w h i c h  w o u ld  ta ke  

t h e m  to In d ia .  T h a t  v a s t  c o u n t r y  co uld  p ro d u ce  all w e  re quire  ; 

th e  people  o f  India  w o u ld  p ro sp e r  and  b e c o m e  o u r  c u s to m e r s ,  and 

I n d ia n  F i n a n c e  (that b u g b e a r  o f  In d i a n  S t a t e s m e n )  w o u ld  b e c o m e  

h e a l th y .  A l l  sorts o f  s c h e m e s  are put forward  and  e a g e r l y  d is c u s s e d  

in P a r l i a m e n t  to r e m e d y  th e  ills o f  In d ia ,  b ut  n o n e  ol th e m  c o m e s  

to a n y t h in g ,  w h i le  th e  s im ple  c o m m o n  s e n s e  plan th a t  is  l y i n g  a t  

our  hands,  and w h i c h  a n y  n a t io n  but E n g l a n d  w o u ld  adopt,  is n e v er  

p ro p o se d .  W h y  is it not proposed,  or w h y  h a s  R e c i p r o c i t y  no 

c h a n c e  for E n g l i s h  or In d ia n  diff iculties in th e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  ? 

B e c a u s e  a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t  dare  not,  for fear  o f  th e  h u e  

and  c r y  w h i c h  w o u ld  be  raised  b y  th e  O p p os i t ion  ; and L ib e r a ls  

dare  not,  b ecau se ,  r ight  or w r o n g ,  t h e y  h a v e  na i led  th eir  co lo u rs  to 

th e  m a s t .  B u t  th is  f e e l i n g  does  not ex is t  in the  co untry .  T a l k  to 

w h o m  y o u  will ,  e x c e p t i n g  p er h a p s  th o s e  w h o  c lo se  th eir  ears  and 

pooh -pooh y o u ,  th ere  is d isco v ere d  a w id e-spread  fear  that,  after all, 

F r e e  T r a d e  m a y b e  w r o n g .  S o m e  o f  th e se  m a y  be g lad  to d is m is s  

th e  q u e st io n  as an u n p le a s a n t  one  to co n te m p late ,  but th e  m ajo r i ty  

are  e v i d e n t l y  un de r  dread o f  disaster .

F r e e  T r a d e r s  c la im  all c h e a p  foods as parts  o f  th eir  great  

t r iu m p h  ; b ut  th eir  position is a m o s t  rid icu lous ly  lau gh able  one 

w h e n  th e  c a s e  o f  a n im a l  food is regard ed  and  exam ined .  F r e s h  

m e a t ,  or catt le ,  co uld  not be im po rted at all before s te a m  w a s  

e m p lo y e d  for the  purpose,  and it would  still be imported even  i f  a 

sm a l l  d u t y  w e r e  laid upon it.
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It is s o m e w h a t  o f  a  d igre ss io n  to s p e a k  here  o f  I n d ia  in a 

pol itical  sense,  but its pol itical  re lat io nship  w ith  th is  c o u n t r y  has  

such  a c lo se  co n n ec t io n  with  our  future trade prospects  th at  it m a y  

be as  w el l  to co n sid e r  it. T h e  th eoret ica l ly  co rrect idea o f  th e  

a d v a n t a g e s  o f  co lonies  is th is :  W h e n  a c o u n t ry  g r o w s  too populous  

for its  o w n  soil ,  its surp lus  p opulat ions  found n e w  nat ion s  with  

sym p ath ie s ,  habits  o f  t h o u g h t ,  and  c u s t o m s  co r r e s p o n d in g  w i t h  th o s e  

o f  the  m o t h e r  c o u n t r y ;  pol i tica l ly ,  the  s p r e a d in g  all  o v e r  the w orld  

o f  a confederat ion  o f  nat ion s  o f  one s to c k  adds s tre n g th  ; in 

c o m m e r c e  th e se  y o u n g  n a t io n s  will  n a tu ra l ly  d r a w  th eir suppl ie s  

from, and trade  as m u c h  as poss ib le  w ith ,  the  m o t h e r  c o u n t r y  and 

with e ac h  other,  and in fact  a double  bond o f  race  and c o m m e r c e  

should exist,  g i v i n g  s tre n g th  and p rosp er i ty  to the  w h o le  but w h a t  

is the actua l  result  ? W e  find a spirit  o f  s e l f  asse r t io n  s h e w i n g  

i t s e l f  from th e  first ; w e  find th e b o n d s  o f  race  and  c o m m e r c e  not 

s tro n g  but v e r y  w e a k ,  so w e a k  indeed, that  y o u  c a n n o t  re ly  on th em  

co n t in u in g  for a  gen erat ion .  T o - d a y ,  w e  o f  co urse  g e t  an 

outlet  for our  surplus  populat ion,  and  th ese  offshoots  h a v e  such  

trade w ith  us  as  the  duties  t h e y  put on a g a i n s t  us wil l  a l l o w ;  and,  

further,  w hi le  th eir  p opulat ions  are so  la r g e ly  formed o f  people  w h o  

h a v e  e m ig ra te d  from the old c o un try ,  sufficient s y m p a t h y  will  exis t  

to c a u s e  th e m  to ra lly  round us  i f  in “  e x t r e m i s . ” B u t  sti ll  al l  w h o  

co nsider  the s ubje ct  wil l  p r o n o u n c e  the b on ds  th at  hold t h e m  to us 

as v e r y  w e a k ;  t h e y  wil l  a g r e e  that  in e ac h  g e n e ra t io n  t h e s e  b on ds  

are l ike ly  to g r o w  w ea k er ,  and  th at  perhaps in an o th e r  fifty ye ars  

m a n y  o f  th e m  wil l  be as  A m e r i c a  is n o w .  It ca n n o t  be denied  that 

if  th is c o u n t r y  could  secure  to i t s e l f  p e r m a n e n t l y  a  large  d ep e n d e n t  

nation  w ith  a  ferti le soil ,  one  th a t  co uld  be relied on to s in c ere ly  

jo in  us  in our  defence,  and  freely trade with  us  in t im es  o f  p e a c e ,  

it would  be th e  v e r y  su p p le m e n t  to w h i c h  P r o v id e n c e  points  as b e 

fitt ing our  pecul iar ly  l imited  g e o g r a p h ic a l  condition.  N o w  w e  h a v e  

s o u g h t  this su p plem e n t  in co lon iz at io n  ; and to be the m o t h e r  o f  

nat ions ,  and h a v e  h a l f  the  world  s p e a k i n g  our la n g u a g e ,  is c e r t a i n l y a  

proud posit ion to o c c u p y .  B u t  w e  w a n t  s u b s ta n c e  as  well  as g lo ry ,  

and co lonies  do not su p p ly  this .  L e t  us  see  i f  In dia  does.

T h e  race s  o f  India  are  not self -assert ing,  but doci le  ; and, 

like m o s t  A s i a t i c s ,  t h e y  ta ke  re ad i ly  to th e  d o m in a t io n  o f  a s tro n ge r  

race.  T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  India ,  a l th o u g h  e x t e n d i n g  so far back,  stirs
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no e m o tio n s  o f  patr iot ism  in th e  b re a sts  o f  the  b u lk  o f  the  peo ple .  

P u t t i n g  re l ig ious  or local  p re ju d ice s  as id e ,  th e  people  w o u l d  m u c h  

prefer the  secure  but mild  g o v e r n m e n t  t h e y  n o w  h a v e  to th e  local  

ty ra n n ie s  o f  th e  past.  I f  t h e s e  v i e w s  are  correct ,  th ere  is n o t h i n g  

in th e  w a y  to p re v e n t  a c o m p le t e  and  la s t i n g  union b e t w e e n  th e  

n a t i o n s  o f  I n d i a  and  G r e a t  B r i ta i n  but w h a t  t im e  and g o o d  g o v e r n 

m e n t  can  re m o v e .  W e  m a y  th erefore  c o n c lu d e  th at  t im e  v/ill 

lo o se n  th e  b on d s  b e t w e e n  E n g l a n d  and her co lon ie s ,  until  t h e y  are  

as  d ist inct  as G r e a t  B r i ta in  and  A m e r i c a .  B u t  t im e  w i l l  d r a w  the 

b on ds  c lo se r  b e t w e e n  I n d ia  and  us, until  in all poli t ica l  s y m p a t h i e s  

w e  shal l  be o n e  nat ion.  T h e  n a t io n s  o f  India ,  a l th o u g h ,  perhaps,  

able  to e x c e l  th e  B r i t i s h  w o r k m a n  in m atters  o f  taste  and  skil l,  are 

to o  l a c k i n g  in e n e r g y  and p h y s i q u e  e v e r  to be i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  us for 

h e a v i e r  w o r k s .  In  the co lo n ie s  w e  h a v e  not o n ly  a doubtfu l  

defence ,  b ut  a v e r y  u n c e rta in  m a r k e t  for our  go o d s  ; t im e  is e v e r  

m a k i n g  th is  d efe nce  m ore  doubtful,  and  th is  m a rk e t  more  uncerta in ,  

b e c a u s e  th e  c o lon is ts  are m e n  o f  th e  s a m e  e n e rg e t ic  ra c e  as  

ou rs e lv es ,  and  m a y  soon n ot  o n l y  c e a s e  to ta ke  o u r  g o o d s ,  but b e g i n  

to rival  us  in m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  In  I n d i a  this is not th e  ca s e ,  as t h e y  

are le ss  en erge t ic ,  and  w i l l  n e v e r  be in d e p e n d e n t  o f  us  in th is  

respect .  In the 250 m i l l io n s  o f  I n d ia  w e  h a v e  a  force th at  should  

render  us  capab le  o f  re s is t in g  th e  w h o l e  o f  E u r o p e ,  and a c o u n t ry  

w h i c h  in he r  p e a c e fu l  r e q u ire m en ts  should  m a k e  a  pe r m a n e n t  

m a r k e t  for our  g o o d s ,  s u c h  as  th e  world  can o n ly  offer E n g la n d  

once.  T h i s  offer, i f  re jec ted,  c a n  n e v e r  be re n e w e d ,  w h i le  if 

acc ep ted  and p rop e r ly  e m p l o y e d ,  it is sure  to s tre n g th e n  and 

incre ase .  In return for t h e s e  benefi ts,  w e  ta k e  he r  earth  p ro d u cts ,  

and th u s  l ive  b y  our m a n u fa c t u r e s .  D o e s  not N a t u r e  point to the 

p e r m a n e n t  c e m e n t i n g  o f  th e se  t w o  nat ion s  ? E n g l a n d  is small ,  and  

w ith  th e  l imited  l ist  o f  earth  products,  c a n n o t  p rod uce  food 

suffic ient  for he r  populat ion.  I n d ia  is large,  and  able  to produce  

for an e n orm ou s  population  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  la c k  in ours .  E n g l i s h 

m e n  are  a d o m i n a t i n g  race .  I n d i a ’s sons  are  th e  re verse  ; but, 

w h e n  w e l l  d irected ,  do not l a c k  c o u ra g e .  E n g l a n d  m u s t  o f  

n e c e s s i t y  m a n u fa c t u r e  for s o m e  one in p a y m e n t  for the food she 

c a n n o t  g r o w .  I n d i a ’s mil l ions ,  i f  traded  w ith  on sound principles,  

w o u ld  g r o w  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  rich,  and open to E n g l a n d  an e n o rm o u s  

market ,  from w h i c h  w o u ld  c o m e  b ac k  produce  in p a y m e n t .  S u c h  

an opportunity  o f  c e m e n t in g  t o g e t h e r  tw o  nations,  w h o  are N a t u r e ’s
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supplem ents  o f  e ac h  other,  for m u tu a l  protection and  a d v a n t a g e ,  

the  world  n e v e r  p resented  befo re ,  and  c a n n o t  repeat.  R u s s i a  

m i g h t  co n qu e r  t h e  sem i-barbarous  nat ion s  o f  A s i a ,  but instead o f  a 

strength  and benefit  to her,  t h e y  w o u ld  g i v e  her trouble  for g e n e r a 

tions after In dia  and B r i ta in  had  b eco m e  one.

C h i n a  m i g h t  be co nquered ,  but it w o u ld  a l w a y s  h a v e  a h is to ry  

to stir up its patr iot ism.  N e w  co lonies  m a y  be founded, but t h e y  

wil l  fo l low in the footsteps  o f  all others ,  and  w o u ld  not be a per

m an en t  m arke t .  I f  I n d ia  is to be th e  future  strength ,  g r o w i n g  

district,  and m a rk e t ,  o f  E n g l a n d ,  should  w e  not d r a w  th e In d ian  bond 

close  as possib le ,  and not p lay  fast  and lo ose  w it h  it, re n d e r in g  the 

people  uncerta in  as to th eir  future ? T h e  i n c o m e  o f  G r e a t  B r i ta in  is 

£ 1 ,1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ;  o u g h t  w e  not,  out  o f  th is ,  to set  as id e  a litt le to 

i m p r o v e  he r  railroads,  b u y  he r  produce,  or do a n y t h i n g  th a t  will  

raise the  poor  o f  In dia  out o f  their abject  pove rty ,  and m a k e  them 

b u y e r s  o f  our  g o o d s  ? I f  w e  but d ivert  a  fe w  o f  the  78 mill ions  

paid to A m e r i c a  e v e r y  y e a r  to In d ia ,  in p a y m e n t  o f  corn  th at  she 

could  send us,  th e se  poor  p e o p le ’s condition w o u ld  be im prove d,  

and in a  f e w  y e a r s  w e  w o u ld  reap the h a r v e s t  in an i m p r o v i n g  

Indian m a r k e t  for o u r  g o o d s .  B u t ,  no  ; e v e r y t h i n g  m u s t  be 

sacri f iced on the a ltar o f  F r e e  T r a d e .  N o t  the  w el fare  o f  the  nation  

only ,  but th e  d e s t i n y  o f  t w o  g r e a t  nat ion s  is to be postponed,  i f  not 

frustrated,  b y  th is  -delusion. T h a t  In dia  h a s  h ad  fa m in e s  does  not 

prove  he r  f ields unreliable.  I rr ig at ion  wil l  s top fai lure o f  crops,  and 

even  w it h  no irr igation corn  wil l  g r o w ,  as th is  cereal  does  not need  

the g reat  saturation that  rice requires.  A m e r i c a  is th e  ideal  co untry ,  

h a v i n g  m in era l  resources ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  populat ion ,  and, in addition,  

a  soil and c l im a te  ca p a b le  o f  p r o d u c in g  th e  g r o w t h  o f  e v e r y  c lim e.  

S u c h  a nation  is perfect in itself .  E n g l a n d  h a s  the m in era l  and 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e le m e n ts ,  b ut  fails  in th e  third.  In I n d ia  she  finds 

the m i s s i n g  requirement,  and b e c o m e s  as  perfect as A m e r i c a .  

W h a t  m a tt e r  is it th at  its shore s  are 6,000 m ile s  a w a y .  T h e  

te le g rap h ,  the  s te a m sh ip ,  and the lo c o m o t iv e ,  so  far as c o m m u n i c a 

tion  and  th e  c h e a p  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  go o d s  are co ncerned ,  h a v e  

annih ilated  space.  E n g l a n d  and In dia  are  p ract ical ly  as near  as 

t w o  co unties  in E n g la n d  w e re  form erly .  A  ton o f  g o o d s  m a y  be 

c o n v e y e d  b e t w e e n  th e se  countrie s  for abo ut  the  s a m e  co st  as 

Pickford  w o u ld  c h a r g e  for c a r t in g  a s im i lar  load th ro u g h  L o n d o n ,

F
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VI.
F r e e  T r a d e r s  a s k  u s  i f  i t  i s  n o t  b e t t e r  t o  b u y  c h e a p  t h a n

DEAR ?

T h i s  quest ion  h a s  in s u b s t a n c e  b e e n  a n s w e r e d .  It is m u c h  

b etter  to b u y  c h e a p  t h a n  dear,  provid ed  a l w a y s  y o u r  c h e a p  p u rch a se s  

do not ruin y o u r  e m p l o y e r  and th r o w  y o u  out  o f  w ork .  W e  h a v e  

seen  th a t  b u y i n g  from the fo r e ig n e r  i m p o v e r is h e s  our  o w n  se l l in g  

c o u n t r y m e n ,  and p re v e n t s  their e m p l o y i n g  us  in turn,  b y  r u n n in g  the 

w e a l t h  out  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  l ike a  s t r e a m  to s e a ,n e v e r  to return,— instead  

o f  k e e p i n g  it at  h o m e  and c i r c u la t i n g  it there.  F o r e i g n e r s  h a v e  been 

te l l i n g  us  for y e a r s . t h a t  no  m a t t e r  w h a t  w e  b u y  o f  t h e m ,  t h e y  will  

not e m p l o y  us. In  th is  t h e y  are  e v e n  w o r s e  th a n  th e  stream, 

w h i c h  does  return b y  eva p o ra t io n  ; so  it is  safe to  co n c lu d e ,  th at  

a l t h o u g h  b u y i n g  c h e a p l y  is  g o o d  in pr incip le ,  y e t  w e  should  yield  

th is  s m a l le r  a d v a n t a g e  o f  c h e a p  b u y i n g  for th e  g rea ter  g ood  o f  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  j u s t  as  a n y  sens ib le  m a n  w o u ld  co n sid e r  his m e a n s  o f  

l i v i n g  o f  m ore  im p o r ta n c e  th a n  s a v i n g  o n e  f a r t h in g  on a loaf.  A n  

opposite  c o n d u c t ,  indeed,  w o u ld  b r in g  u p o n  h i m  th e  ridicu le  of  all 

w h o  heard  o f  it. B u t  w h a t  w e  ridicu le  in th e  “ i n d i v i d u a l ”  we 

s t r a n g e l y  a p p r o v e  in th e  m a n y  ca l led  a  “  n a t i o n .”

VII.
S o m e  F 'r e e  T r a d e r s  p u t  o u r  i m p o r t s  a n d  e x p o r t s

TOGETHER, AND CLAIM IN THE TOTAL A PROOF OF PROSPERITY.

N o w ,  a m a n ’s e x p en d itur e ,  or the  g o o d s  seen  e nte r ing  his 

h o u s e ,  m a y  indicate  his p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e rs ,  b ut  no  one wil l  add his 

b u t c h e r ’s and  b a k e r ’s bills  to his  sa lary ,  and call  the  total  

“  i n c o m e . ”  M o s t  folks su btrac t  th e  one from the other,  th e  ar ith

m e t i c a l  result  not b e i n g  a l w a y s  a p le asan t  subje ct  for c o n t e m p la 

tion.  H o w ,  then,  can  a nation  be just i f ied  in d o in g  o t h e rw is e  ?

VIII.
F r e e t r a d e r s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  p u t  d u t i e s

ON OUR GOODS THE FOREIGNERS WOULD R E T A L IA T E .

N o w ,  th e  first question  th a t  strikes the m ind on h e a r in g  s u c h  

a  s ta t e m e n t  rs,— H a s  E n g l a n d ,  then,  lost p o w e r  o v e r  he r  own 

affairs ? T h e  se c o n d  fe e l in g  is th a t  s u c h  v i e w s  m u s t  be absurd.



È n g l a n d  is the  la rg e s t  b u y e r  in the w orld ,  and like b u y e rs  Oil a 

s m a l le r  sca le  w h o  h a v e  v ar iou s  sellers c o m p e t i n g  for he r  cu s to m ,  

can d ictate  term s,  and is not un d e r  the t h u m b  o f  a n y  one  o f  th em .  

Is it not absurd  this te l l i n g  o f  the  world  that  w e  are afraid of  their 

retaliation,  i f  w e  request th e m  to deal  on the usual  fair  and  equitable  

term s o f  bus iness ,  v iz . ,  R e c i p r o c i ty  ? W h y ,  w h e n  restrictions w e re  

c o n te m p la te d  on A m e r i c a n  cattle  im po rtat ion s  un d e r  the C o n t a g i o u s  

D i s e a s e s  A c t ,  the  A m e r i c a n  cattle  farmers  w e re  in a larm .  T a l k  

o f  retaliation forsooth ! W h y ,  in s ix  m o n t h s  A m e r i c a  would  

th ro w  he r  ports open to us  i f  w e  a rra n g ed  a tariff  th a t  w o u ld  

f a v o u r  In d i a n  produce  ; and  th en,  i f  w e  could  not p a y  for all w e  

b o u g h t  b y  our  m a n u fa c t u re s ,  th at  w o u ld  be th e fault  o f  o u r  w o r k in g  

m en ,  a g a i n s t  w h o m  o f  co urse  it w o u ld  be idle to try  protection.  

N o t h i n g  but a return to c o m m o n  se n se  can r e m e d y  th e  la tter evil .  

S o  l o n g  as  t h e y  th in k  t h e y  c a n  produce  c h e a p l y  b y  p ro d u c in g  less,  

or g e t  m o re  p u rc h a s e rs  b y  arti f i c ia lly  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  c o st  o f  their 

goods,  so lo n g  will  w e  be unable  to p a y ,  in m a n u fa c t u r e s ,  for th ose  

t h in g s  our c o u n t r y  c a n n o t  g r o w  for herself .  B u t  th is  is a  diff iculty 

o f  itself,  to be a lluded to further  on.

IX.

H O W  WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO ARRANGE TARIFFS THAT WOULD 
NOT IN TERFERE WITH INDUSTRY ?

It  is not n e c e s s a r y  to e n u m e r a te  all th e  art ic les  that  should 

be ta xed  ; al l  th a t  is n e c e s s a r y  is to l a y  d ow n  a  rule b y  w h i c h  

t axat io n  should  be re gu la ted .  It is th is  :— W h e r e v e r  c lim ate ,  extent  

o f  soil ,  or natural  diff iculties o f  this kind are  a g a i n s t  us,  a s l igh t  

d u t y  should  be applied,  sufficient to put our prod ucers  on an equal 

foo t ing  w ith  th e  foreigner,  but not sufficient to interfere  w i t h  the 

importat ion o f  our surp lus  suppl ies ,  for o f  c o u r s e  our  c o u n t r y  is not 

large  e n o u gh  to g r o w  all w e  require .  T h i s  d u t y  to be laid on a g a i n s t  

all countr ie s  th a t  refuse  to ta ke  ou r  good s ,  but ta k e n  o f f  i m m e d ia te ly  

t h e y  consented  to trade freely  w it h  us. O f  co urse  such  a rule m i g h t  

be carr ied to an absurdity ,  by,  for instance ,  t r y i n g  to put  E n g l i s h 

m e n  on th e s a m e  fo ot ing  as the  Spaniard  in p ro d u c in g  o ra n g e s  

or w in e ,  or e v e n  in interfering  w ith  the A m e r i c a n  co tton,— unless  it 

could be s h o w n  th a t  Indian or E g y p t i a n  cotton will  a n s w e r  our  

purpose  as  wel l .  N o  duties  should  be laid on m a n u fa cture s ,  

b e c a u s e  w e  o u g h t  to m a n u fa c t u r e  as  c h e a p ly  as the  for e ig n e r ;  and
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i f  w i t h  n o  m o r e  diff iculties to co n te n d  w i t h  th a n  t h e y  h a v e  w e  

c a n n o t  keep t h e m  out  o f  o u r  m a rke t ,  then w e  d eserv e  to lose.  

O f  co u rse ,  in s u c h  c a s e s  as the F r e n c h  s u g a r  b o u n t ies  a  d u ty  

should  be i m p o se d  unti l  u n n e c e s s a r y .  W e  k n o w  th at  at p re se n t  w e  

c a n n o t  k eep  th e  fo r e ig n e r  out o f  o u r  m a r k e t ,  e v e n  in th ose  articles 

in w h i c h  w e  o u g h t  to e x ce l ,  but th is  is the  result  o f  the  grea t  socia l  

diff iculty before  referred to ,— one w h i c h  no ta x a t io n  could  r e m e d y ,  

or a n y t h i n g  e lse ,  e x c e p t  s o m e  t h o r o u g h  p ace d  e n a c t m e n t  to protect 

us in our  v i c e s .  U n t i l  T r a d e  U n i o n i s m  is re m o v e d ,  p e r m a n e n t  p ro s 

p e r i t y  to th e  c o u n t r y  is an im po ss ib i l i ty .

X.

I t  i s  s a i d  b y  s o m e ,  t h a t  i f  t r a d e  i s  l e f t  f r e e ,  i t  w i l l

TAKE CARE OF IT SE LF BY FLOWING IN CERTAIN NATURAL CHANNELS.

T h i s  w o u ld  be true  i f  the  s u rro u n d in g s  w e r e  a lso  natu ral  so  th at  

it m i g h t  find its true  le ve ls  ; but w h e n  artif ic ial  barriers are th r o w n  

a c r o s s  its c o u r s e  b y  host ile  fore ign  tariffs, th e  s t r e a m  o f  trade,  l ike  

e v e r y  o ther  s tre am ,  requires  a s s i s t a n c e  to f ind out n e w e r  le g i t im a te  

co urs e s ,  or it wil l  o v e r f lo w  and  run to w a st e .

XI.

T o  TAX THE FIRST N E C ES SIT IE S  OF LIFE IS REPUGNANT TO 

THE FEEL IN GS OF AN EN GLISHMA N.

T h e  a n s w e r  to th is  is,— T h e  so o n e r  an E n g l i s h m a n  g e t s  rid 

o f  th is  v e r y  feeble s e n t im e n t a l i t y  th e  better ; or p er h ap s  his absurd  

re f in e m en t  o f  s e n t im e n t  w i l l  be next  fo rbidd ing  us  t r a d in g  in 

art icles  o f  food at all,  as m a k i n g  profits out  o f  th e  first ne cess i t ie s  

o f  life m u s t  t h r o u g h  its v e r y  se l f ishness ,  be o f  co urse  as r e p u g n a n t  

to his  fe e l in gs  as th e  im po si t ion  o f  tariffs  n e c e s s a r y  to the  welf are  

o f  the  nat ion.  N o  doubt there  ex is ts  a  ra th er  gen e ra l  indisposi tion  

to a d v o c a t e  duties  on food, th is  b e i n g  due to an im press ion  o f  evil  

left on our minds  b y  the old Corn  L a w s  ; but i f  th is fear  is 

g rou n d less ,  w h y  should  w e  retain it ? W h a t  relat ionship  can  there  

p o s s ib ly  be b e t w e e n  an a r r a n g e m e n t  that w o u ld  not apprec iab ly  

affect the  price  o f  bread, and one  o f  the  old l a w  w h ich  forbade 

imports  until  th e  price  o f  corn  rose to  80s. per  q ua rte r?  E v e n  

th is  l a w ,  s c a n d a lo u s  as it w a s ,  w o u ld  not h a v e  produced the evil
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that fol lowed, had our  P r o t e c t i o n is t  fathers not m a d e  the s a m e  m i s 

take  as our  c o n te m p o r a r y  F r e e  T r a d e r s  h a v e  m a d e ,  w h o  are under  

the im press ion  a p p aren t ly ,  th a t  to r e m o v e  dut ies  b r ings  suppl ies ,  

and all the  whi le  fo r g e t t in g  th at  th e  « b r in g i n g  ”  is a m e c h a n ic a l  

m atter  o f  transport .  O u r  fathers  t h o u g h t  t h e y  had o n ly  to r e m o v e  

restr ic t ions,  and corn w o u ld  f low into the  c o un try .  T h e y  forgot  

th a t  w h e n  the s c a r c i ty  w a s  upon th em ,  it w a s  too late to arran ge  

for suppl ie s  to reach  th em  (to be o f  a n y  serv ice)  b y  their a p p l ia n c e s  

o f  c o rresp o n d en c e  and transport.  A n d  m u c h  a lso  th at  m i g h t  h a v e  

arr ived in tim e,  i f  tried,  w o u ld  not be shipped at al l  o w i n g  to the 

u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  its a r r iv in g  before m a rk e ts  fell. B e l i e v i n g  therefore ,  

that  food can  be taxed,  not o n ly  w i t h o u t  in jury ,  but to the  a d v a n t a g e  

o f  all w h o  eat it, w e  dare to a d v o c a t e  a ta x  upon it.

XII.

W h e n  o u r  p r e s e n t  d e p r e s s e d  s t a t e  o f  t r a d e  i s  d e p l o r e d , 

a t t e m p t s  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  m a d e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  r e m e d i e s . W e  a r e  

a s k e d  b y  s o m e  t o  t r u s t  t o  s o m e t h i n g  t u r n i n g  u p ; w h i l e  

o t h e r s  w i l l  g r a v e l y  s a y  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  l i b e r a l s  i n  p o w e r  

AGAIN TRADE WILL OF COURSE REVIVE.

I f  it is the  a g r ic u l tu ra l  in terest  that c o m p la i n s ,  the  ten an t  

fa rm e rs  are told to obtain  better  te rm s  or le ss  rent from th eir  l a n d 

lords,  and th a t  this w i l l  put  th e m  r i g h t :  but p rob ably  in the 

m a jo r i ty  o f  c a s e s  i f  the  landlord w e r e  to a l lo w  his  te n a n t  to l ive  rent 

free a l to geth er ,  and p r a c t ic a l ly  g i v e  h im  th e  land, it w o u ld  do no  

more th an  k eep  m a tters  square .  T h i s  y i e ld i n g  up o f  land, b ecau s e  

it had b e c o m e  v a lu e le s s  a s  a  re n t- p ay in g  property ,  w o u ld  be 

e q u iv a le n t  to a destruct ion  of, say ,  t w o  th o u sa n d  m il l ions  o f  national 

property as a c o m m e r c i a l  c o m m o d i t y .  In e n d e a v o u r in g  to keep 

up the  v a l u e  o f  the  land, it is not the  interest o f  th e  o w n e r s  th at  is 

considered  ; it would  not m a t t e r  w h e th e r  th is  m an  or  that held 

it ; but i f  the  present o w n e rs  w e re  ruined b e c a u s e  the land b e c a m e  

o f  no  c o m m e r c i a l  va lu e  that is quite another  matter,  as the  v a lu e  of  

the land b e i n g  no l o n g e r  ex is tent ,  and no lo n g e r  transferable  as an 

article  o f  c o m m e r c e  or p o s s e s s io n ,  th e  w h o le  nat ion suffers the loss 

to the  extent e x a c t ly  o f  the  fo rm er va lue.  S u p p o s i n g  s o m e  one 

should  propose  a pe r m a n e n t  reduct ion of, say ,  50 per cent ,  in all
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d iv id en d s  on G o v e r n m e n t  stock,  r a i l w a y  s h a res ,  h o u s e h o ld  property ,  

& c . ,  th is w o u ld  be e q u iv a l e n t  to d e s t r o y i n g  o n e -h a l f  th e  m o n e y  th at  

h a s  been in v e s t e d  in s u c h  stock,  and w h i c h  is n o w  l y i n g  as 

sec ur i t ies  w i t h  b a n k e r s  a n d  others ,  e ither  f o r m i n g  a  b as is  o f  trade,  

or y i e l d i n g  rental. N o w ,  w o u ld  it not be  a n at io n a l  loss to h a v e  

s u c h  an i m p o v e r i s h m e n t ,  in d e p e n d e n t  a l to g e t h e r  o f  th e  in d iv id u al  

l o s s  to th o s e  w h o  he ld  th e  d epre cia ted  paper .  Y e t  so w o u ld  it 

p r e c is e ly  be i f  w e  w e r e  to t a m p e r  w it h  the la n d lo r d ’s rents ,  and 

d e s t r o y  th e  c o m m e r c i a l  v a l u e  o f  the  land  in order  to m a k e  up for 

l o s s e s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  fo l ly  o f  F r e e  Trade,  s e e i n g  th a t  w e  ca n n o t  

a void  th e  i n ev i tab le  c a n o n  th at  th e  v a lu e  o f  al l  property  can  o n ly  be 

k n o w n  b y  a  re ference  to th e  profit it y ie ld s .  It w o u ld  be m u c h  

m o r e  w i s e  to foster the  a g r ic u l tu r a l  interests ,  and  th e re b y  in d u ce  

our  fa rm e rs  t o  b r in g  into  c u l t iv a t io n  th e  la n d  n o w  l y i n g  a lm o s t  

u n e m p lo y e d ,  and  indeed, b ut  o f  l itt le v a lu e ,  b e c a u s e  not sufficiently 

fruitful to be c u l t iv at e d  profi tably .  S u c h  an i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  the  

m a r k e t  v a l u e  o f  land w o u l d  be a d d i n g  to the  n a t i o n ’ s w e a l t h ,  and 

g i v i n g  it a n n u a l ly ,  o f  h o m e  g r o w n  products,  s o m e  m il l ions  w orth  

w h i c h  w e  h a v e  o t h e r w i s e  to b u y  o f  th e  fo re igner .  I f  it is  th e  m a n u 

f a c t u r in g  c la s s e s  th a t  c o m p la i n ,  t h e y  are  s o m e t im e s  advised to i m 

p ro ve  t h e m s e l v e s .  M r.  G l a d s t o n e ,  in a sp ee ch  at the  o p e n in g  of  the 

A r t  E x h i b i t io n  at  C hester ,  A u g .  n ,  1879, told t h e m  to im prove  the 

trad e  o f  th is  co untry ,  and  ove r le ap  th e  fi scal  barrier raised a g a in s t  

t h e m  b y  fore ign  im po rt  d ut ie s ,  b y  i m p r o v i n g  th e  q ua l i ty  of  their go o d s  

in m a tt e r s  oi  taste .  In th is  s p e e c h  he  a c k n o w l e d g e d  w e  w ere  

l a b o u r i n g  u n d e r  diff iculties c a u s e d  b y  the  protect ive  dut ies  o f  

fore igners ,  and told the  w o r k i n g  m e n  o f  E n g l a n d  t h e y  w e re  

to o v e r c o m e  th e se  dif f iculties b y  i m p r o v i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  in artistic  

w o rk .  In  the s a m e  ad d re ss  he  a c k n o w le d g e d  E n g l i s h m e n  w ere ,  at  

the  t im e  o f  sp e a k in g ,  b ehind  F r e n c h m e n  in th e se  v e r y  points,  and 

i f  so,  w e  m a y  w el l  a s k  w h a t  possib le  c h a n c e  is there o f  an im pio ve -  

m e n t  in tr ade  b y  M r.  G . ’s m e th o d ,  i f  our  w o r k i n g  m e n  are behind 

the  F r e n c h m e n  in m a tters  o f  skill,  the  latter b e i n g  at  the  sa m e  t ime 

s ec ure ly  entrenched b ehind  h i g h  fiscal  barriers.  It is a b s u id  to s u p 

pose th a t  s u c h  a bound is to be m a d e  in a  gen erat ion ,  e v e n  i f  the 

F r e n c h m a n  w o u ld  co n se n t  th e  w hi le  to s tand still, for b ear  in 

m in d  it is not m e r e ly  th e  a c k n o w le d g e d  inferiority that has  to be 

m a d e  up, b ut  such  a leap b eyo n d  as to m ore  th an  c o u n t e ib a la n c e  

th e  p ro t e c t iv e  f iscal  barrier of  the  foreigner.  Mr.  G la d s to n e  cannot
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guarantee ,  even  w e re  th is  a m o u n t  o f  p ro g re ss  atta in ed,  th a t  h i g h e r  

dut ies  abro ad  w o u ld  not be put on.  W h a t  is to prevent  a further 

increase  in duties i f  the present  ones  w ere  found insufficient to keep 

u s  out? B u t  this need  not be se r io u s ly  considered,  b e c a u s e  Mr. 

G l a d s t o n e ’s r e m e d y  for the  evi ls  o f  F r e e  T r a d e  is o b v i o u s ly  

im poss ib le  e v e n  o f  trial.  C o u ld  Mr.  G la d s t o n e  g a t h e r  all  the 

w o r k i n g  m e n  in a  class ,  and as a te a ch e r  in a scho ol  e d u ca te  

th em  up to w h a t  he  w is h e s ,  w e  m i g h t  w a i t  w hi le  he  tried the 

e x p er im en t  ; but w e  h a v e  to deal  with  the  pract ical.  H o w  

m a n y  m en h a v e  set t h e m s e l v e s  to i m p r o v e m e n t  on a c c o u n t  o f  Mr.  

G l a d s t o n e ’s sp ee ch  ? It w o u ld  be rash perhaps  to s a y  half-a-dozen.  

T h e n  h o w  l o n g  will  it ta k e  for Mr. G l a d s t o n e ’s plan to i m p r o v e  our 

w o r k i n g  m en to th e  point o f  r e -e n try  into the fo r e ig n e r s ’ m arket ? 

D o e s  he th ink he  can e d u c a t e  the  present  g e n e r a t i o n ?  W e  will  go 

farther,  and a s k , — does  he th in k  he  can  even  m a k e  th is  gen erat ion  

c o n sc io u s  o f  its d e f ic ie n c y  ?— or farther  stil l ,— does  he th ink it 

r e as o n a b ly  possib le  to g e t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the  p re se n t  g e n e r a t io n  to 

g iv e  the  m a t t e r  a p a s s i n g  t h o u g h t ?  N o r  is th is  said  in a d i s 

p a r a g in g  spirit,  but th e  quest ion  will  obtrude i tse l f ;— w h o  is there  

a m o n g  us  o f  a n y  c la s s  h a v i n g  the ca r e s  o f  life on  his  should ers  w h o  

w ould  subje ct  h i m s e l f  to a se c o n d  co urse  o f  educat ion  ? T h i s  

re v iv a l  o f  trade b y  Mr.  G l a d s t o n e ’s v i e w s  is c le ar ly  a  w o r k  o f  the  

next g en era t io n ,  i f  it is to be d on e  at  all ; but will  t h e y  not h a v e  

another  and im pro ve d  foreign  g e n e r a t io n  to co n te n d  w ith  and  be as 

far of f  s u c c e s s  as  th eir fathers .  A r e  w e  to g o  on c h a s i n g  this 

“  W i l l  o ’ the  W i s p  ”  o f  Mr.  G l a d s t o n e ’s, and s p e n d in g  m a n y  

mill ions a  y e a r  in the  fruit less  hunt,  w h e n  a stroke o f  the  pen 

w o u ld  put m atters  r i g h t ?  W h a t  w e  w a n t  is a  s p e e d y  r e m e d y  for 

the ev i ls  o f  to -d ay ,— not s o m e t h i n g  th a t  wil l  o n ly  c o m m e n c e  to 

operate  in the  next  generation,  i f  at  * 1 1 . I f  the  w h o le  trade o f  this 

c o un try  w e re  in th e  h an d s  o f  one  m a n ,  and Mr.  G l a d s t o n e  told h im  

to im p r o v e  it in this w a y ,  w o u ld  he  n ot  ridicule  the  adv ice ,  and say ,  

“ N o ,  I h a v e  a  shorter w a y  th a n  that,  I wil l  b u y  e l se w h e r e  until m y  

n e ig h b o u rs  re m o v e  their d u t i e s ;  th is  is a r e as o n a b le  a r r a n g e m e n t  

o f  trade,  and if  a f terw ards  I c a n n o t  send them g o o d s  in p a y m e n t

for w h a t  I re ce ive  ch eaper  than t h e y  can m a k e  th e m  th e m s e l v e s ,_

then I wil l  ow n h o n e s t ly  b e a t e n . ”  Mr.  G l a d s t o n e ’s a d v ic e  to 

im prove  is good  in its w a y ,  but pernic ious in the  e x tre m e  i f  he  gets  

us  to scatter  our m ill ions  in pursuit  o f  a delusion. A  re -adjustm ent



s u c h  as he  p ro p o s e s  is not w i t h i n  th e  s p h ere  o f  p ra c t ic a l  a c c o m p l i s h 

m en t .  L o r d  D e r b y  r e c o m m e n d s  e m i g r a t i o n  to the w o r k i n g  m an .  

T h e  w o r k i n g  m a n  v e r y  n a tu ra l ly  resents  it, and  he  is quite  right.  

E x p a t r ia t i o n  should  o n ly  be r e c o m m e n d e d  after e v e r y  other r e m e d y  

h a s  been tried and failed.  I t  m a y  be a g o o d  re a d y  r e m e d y  for local  

dis tress ,  b ut  t h o s e  w h o  r e c o m m e n d  its g e n e r a l  ap p l ic at ion  m u s t  

h a v e  poor h o p e  in th e  future  o f  th eir  c o u n t r y .  A  c lo se r  c o n s i d e r a 

tion o f  th e  su b je ct  w o u ld  lead  us  to su p po se  th a t  w e  c a n n o t  s tand 

too  c lo se  i f  our  d ut ies  to e a c h  o t h e r  are  r i g h t ly  u n de rstoo d,  w e  all 

l ive  on e a c h  o t h e r ;  th e  m o r e  th ere  are o f  us th e  larger  m u s t  be the 

field to l ive  on ; e v e r y  w a g e s - s p e n d i n g  in d iv id u al  benefi ts  others  

direct ly  to th e  e x ac t  e x te n t  o f  w h a t  his  o w n  l i v i n g  costs ,  and m u c h  

m o r e  in d irec t ly  b y  the further c ircu lat ion  o f  th e  m o n e y  set  in m otion  

b y  h im .  O n l y  th o s e  sh o u ld  e m i g r a t e  w h o  are unfit,  p h y s i c a l ly  or 

oth e rw ise ,  to earn  a l i v i n g  here.  O t h e r  a d v is e r s  tell  us  the  long  

d e p re ss io n  w i l l  soon p a s s  off, and  that  an i m p r o v e m e n t  is observable  

in A m e r i c a  ; but o f  w h a t  good  is A m e r i c a ’s i m p r o v e m e n t  to us  i f  

she  w o n ’t b u y  ? S o  far as  s e l l in g  g o o d s  to us  is c o n c e r n e d  w e  m a y  

p o s s ib ly  g e t  th e m  ch e a p e r  w h e n  he r  o w n  peo ple  are less  able  to b uy .  

B u t  w e  are  told th a t  all  her ord ers  m a y  not be p laced  at  h o m e ,  and 

th a t  s o m e  m a y  find th e ir  w a y  here.  S u p p o s i n g  t h e y  do,  and  th a t  our 

exports  to t h e m  are  in cre ase d  b y  five  m i l l io n s ,— if  th e se  five mill ions  

are so im po rtant ,  in th e  n a m e  o f  c o m m o n  sense ,  w h y  d o n ’t w e  send 

he r  e i g h t y  m il l ions  ? W e  could  open a  w a y  to th is  b y  a  stroke 

o f  th e  pen. A l l  w e  h a v e  to s a y  is,— “  we put a d u t y  on y o u r  go o d s  

unt il  y o u  re c e iv e  o u r s , ”  and  in s ix  m o n t h s  our  exports  w o u ld  be i n 

c re ase d  at  th e  rate,— not o f  f ive  m i l l ion s  per  a n n u m ,  but e i g h t y  m i l 

lions. Others te ll us  to cheer up, as s o m e t h i n g  will  turn up. W e  d o n ’t

k n o w  w h e th e r  a n y  m a n  dare trust his b u s i n e s s  to such  M ic a w b e r i s h  

ru les ,  y e t  it is no u n c o m m o n  t h i n g  to h e a r  th is  said  in m a tt e r s  o f  

n at ional  c o m m e r c e .  T h e n  as to a C o n s e r v a t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t  

a ffect ing  trade,  th ere  is p o s s ib ly  as m u c h  co n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  our 

G o v e r n m e n t  and  our  tr ade  d epre ss ion  as b e t w e e n  St.  P a u l  s 

C a t h e d r a l  and  G o o d w i n  S a n d s  ; there  is the  co in c id e n c e  o f  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  e x is te n ce ,  and that  is all. T h e n  as to the  a llegat ion 

th a t  our foreign re lat io nsh ips  restrict  trade.  L o o k  at the s tat is t ics  o f  

our exports .  D o  t h e y  s h o w  it? H a s  o u r  trade not decl ined w ith  other 

c o untr ies  as w el l  as  w i t h  R u s s ia .  B u t ,  s a y  s o m e ,  w h e n  there  is 

a n y  pol itical  u n e a s in e s s  it affects  trade all  over ,— a s a y i n g  w h i c h  is
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m ore  e a s i ly  said  th an  proved .  W e  k n o w  there  is m u c h  parrot  ta lk  

about pol itical  a tm o sp h e re s ,  abo ut  h or izon s  b e i n g  clouded,  and trade 

co w e d ,  but to un de rstan d  w h y  trade  is d ep re sse d  w e  m u s t  g o  to 

the  c o n s u m e r  i f  it is a quest ion  o f  m a n u fa c t u r e  for pr ivate  c o n 

sum ption.  Can  w e  i m a g i n e  a  person  in F r a n c e ,  G e r m a n y ,  or a n y  

other c o u n t r y  in E u r o p e ,  p re v e n t e d  b u y in g  a B r i t i s h - m a d e  art ic le  

b ecau se  E n g l a n d  and  R u s s i a  w e re  not quite  fr iendly?  A s k  y o n  

foreigner  th e  q uest ion ,  and  he  w i l l  tell  y o u ,  “  I h a v e  not been  able  

to b u y  b e c a u s e  tr ade  is  bad, and I h a v e  not the  m e a n s . ”  B u t  this 

is w o r k in g  in a circle !— trade is bad b e c a u s e  there  are  fe w  buyers ,  

therefore  w e  m u st  look for s o m e t h i n g  m ore  s ubstant ia l  as the  c a u s e  

o f  bad trade th an  th is  w h i m s i c a l  one  o f  a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  G o v e r n 

m e n t  b e i n g  in p o w e r  in E n g l a n d .  In E n g l a n d ,  it is no  doubt F r e e  

T r a d e  and T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m ,  t w o  m o s t  substant ia l  and  eas ily-  

traced  c a u s e s ;  o t h e r  co un tr ie s  w i l l  h a v e  e q u a l ly  su b sta n t ia l  o n e s  

in ju r in g  their prosperi ty ,  but it is not our  p la ce  to hunt  th e m  up. 

A  c o u n t ry  disturbed to a ser ious  e xte n t  b y  pre parat ions  for ac t u a l  or 

probable  host il i t ies w i t h  this c o un try ,  w o u ld  h a v e  its  tr ade  affected 

b y  th em ,  but no one will  s a y  th a t  th is  is th e  c a s e  as b e t w e e n  

E n g l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  G e r m a n y ,  A u s t r ia ,  I ta ly ,  or A m e r i c a , — in fact  w e  

k n o w  that  it ce r ta in ly  is not th e  ca se .  T a k e  for e x a m p le  the article  

co al ,  the  m o s t  se n s i t iv e  item in our  exports .  T h e  s l ig h te st  breath  o f  

political  d is tu rb an ce  b e t w e e n  m a r i t im e  n a t io n s  wil l  c a u s e  a f lu c tu a 

tion o f  m a n y  s hi l l ings  per  ton in coal  freights  a lone .  W h a t  has  been 

our e xp e r ie n c e  on it ? W h y  this ,  th at  c o n tra cts  to d e l ive r  coal  

abroad, and e v e n  into R u s s i a ,  h a v e  been  ta k e n  on a  s m a l le r  m a rg in  

o f  profit th an  w a s  e v e r  k n o w n  before.

N o w ,  i f  our exporters  stood in fear o f  th e  prices  o f  freights  

g o i n g  up, s a y ,  5s.  a ton to C r o n s ta d t  and other  B a l t ic  ports,  10s. a 

ton to B l a c k  S e a  and M ed ite rra n e a n  ports,  and c o n t i n u in g  at  this 

increase  for w e e k s  or m o n t h s  w h i le  the ag i ta t io n  c o n t in u e d ,— before 

it subsided or resulted  in host il i t ies,  w o u ld  t h e y  be so  in sa n e  as to 

bind t h e m s e l v e s  to a large  m o n t h ly  d e l iv e ry  at a price  th a t  would  

not leave m ore  than 3d. profit, even  i f  all w e n t  sm o o t h ly .  M a n y  coal  

contracts  will  not le av e  m ore  all round th an  3d. or 6d. a ton,  based 

on present l o w  rates o f  fre ights .  N o ,  our  exports  m a y  h a v e  fallen 

off, as the  result  o f  bad trade,  but not th rou gh  a n y  poli tical  

u n ce rta in ty  on th e part  o f  the exporter  or o f  a n y  o ther  m a n

G
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c o n n e c t e d  w ith  it : the  “  o u tb re ak  o f  h ost i l i t ies  ”  c la u s e  in c o a l  c o n 

t r a c ts  w o u ld  g i v e  no protect ion  to th e  c o n tra c to r  d u r i n g  all  th e  

w e e k s  or m o n t h s  o f  a g i t a t i o n  th a t  w o u ld  in all p rob abi l i ty  p reced e  

a n y  ac t u a l  o u tb re ak  o f  host i l i t ies .  B u t  let us  see  w h a t  s ta t is t ics  s a y  

on th is  su b je ct  o f  d is turbed  foreign  re lat io n sh ip  a f fe c t in g  tr ad e.  

F r o m  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  to th e  f o l lo w in g  co untr ie s ,  exports  o f  our  o w n  

h o m e  p ro d u ce  w e r e  as  fo l lo w s  :—

1876. 1877. Increase. Reduction.

America .................. 16,833,517
784,634

16,085,615
20,082,262

6,689,402
6,182,838
3,379,424

16,376,614 456,703

1,041,603 257,469

F ran ce ............................. 14,233,242 • • • • 1,852,373

19,642,128 440,132

4,218,412 • • • • 470,790

Russia . - . . . . . .  . . . . . . 4,178,641 2,004,199

3,035,296 • • • • 344,128

T h e  ab o v e  f igu res  are ra th er  opposed  to th e  g e n e r a l  b e l ie f  th a t  the  

R u s s i a n  and T u r k i s h  dif f iculty w a s  so  in ju rious  to o u r  t r a d in g  

interest.  W e  w o u ld  n a tu r a l ly  e x p e c t  to f ind th a t  w h e r e  th e conflict  

w a s  m p e n d i n g  th e  w o r s t  ef fects w o u ld  be felt ; instead  o f  that  w e  

find the reduct ion  o f  our  h o m e  p rod ucts  to F r a n c e  is n e ar ly  as  g reat  

as  to R u s s i a ,  a l th o u g h  there  w a s  not the  s l ig h te s t  p rospect  o f  that 

c o u n t r y  b e i n g  affected  poli tica lly ,  w h i l e  A u st r ia ,  the  most interested  

next  to T u r k e y  and R u s s i a ,  a c t u a l ly  took m ore  from us  th a n  in 1876. 

I t  is a lso  ra th er  cu r io u s  that  the  s tat is t ics  o f  1878, a s  fa r  as 

c o m p le t e d ,  r e v e a l  the  s a m e  e cce n tr ic i ty ,  our  exports  to R u s s i a  

and T u r k e y  e x c e e d in g  1876. O n e  t h i n g  th ere fore  is certa in ,— the 

diff iculty did not affect  us  in tr ade  d u r i n g  18 7 7 — for w h a t  are a co uple  

o f  mil l ions  out  o f  abo ut  t w o  hund red  m il l ions  o f  exports  o f  h o m e  

prod uce  alone  ? C e r t a in ly  n o t h i n g  to c a u s e  the d epre ss ion  attri

buted  to it.

In co nclus ion,  th ere  is one great  quest ion  to be touched upon 

w h i c h  in one se n se  does  not b e lo n g  to F r e e  T r a d e ,  but in real i ty  it 

is so in te rw o ven  with  e v e r y  d e p a rtm e n t  o f  trade th at  it is im possible  

to co nsider  the  one  w it h o u t  th e  other— “  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m . ” W e  wil l
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not e n la r g e  on its t y ra n n ie s  ; i ts  oppress ions  so  g r i n d i n g  that  the  

world  n e v e r  s a w  th e equal before.  It hinders  m a n  d o i n g  w h a t  he  

l ikes with  his  labour.  It c o m p e ls  h i m  t o  p lu n g e  his w ife  and 

fam ily ,  w h o m  he is bound b y  e v e r y  l a w  o f  nature  to provide  for to 

his u tm o s t  abi l i t ies,  into m i s e r y ,  and  th a t  at the  dic tation o f  a few 

w h o  lord it o v e r  the  rest.  N o r  do w e  s a y  m u c h  here  upon the  

i n c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  la w s  th a t  w i l l  a l l o w  m en to deliberate ly  plot the 

ruin o f  e m p lo y e rs  and to c a rry  the  enterpr ise  th ro u g h ,  and at the s a m e  

t im e  punish  the s l ig h te st  breath  o f  ref lection on the f inancia l  posit ion 

o f  the  s a m e  e m p l o y e r  as  s c a n d a l ,  i f  that  w o rd  o f  re flect ion is 

spoken  b y  a n y  m a n  o f  p o s it io n .  B u t  w e  wil l  sp ea k  o f  T r a d e s  

U n i o n i s m  as it affects t r a d e ,— a n d  in order  to do th is  w e  m u s t  

r e v ie w  severa l  o f  the  p o in ts  a l r e a d y  d iscu ssed ,  b e c a u s e  it m ix e s  
i tse l f  up w ith  th em .

W e  h a v e  seen th a t  c la s s e s  are  so  i n t e r w o v e n  th a t  th e  w h o l e  

nation  is but a  h u g e  m a s s  o f  e n t a n g le d  c la s s  in t e r e s t s — e ac h  c lass  

c o n s u m i n g ,  e m p l o y i n g ,  and  b e i n g  e m p lo y e d .  W e  h a v e  seen  a lso  

that the  m a jo r i t y  o f  the  c o m m u n i t y  depend  on the lu xu rie s  or fa nc ied  

w a n t s  o f  th eir  n e ig h b o u rs .  W e  see,  in fact, th a t  the  B r i t i s h  w o r k m a n  

is d e p e n d e n t  on th e  v a r i o u s  art if ic ia l  w a n t s  o f  al l  c la s s e s  o f  his 

o w n  c o u n t r y m e n  for sup po rt ;  w e  feel  th a t  o t h e r  co untr ies  o u g h t  to 

a c c e p t  h is  w a r e s  in e x c h a n g e  for th e  food h e  b u y s ,  but find t h e y  

h a v e  s t e a d i ly  refused to do so,  a l t h o u g h  the foreign w o r k m a n  is free 

to send his g o o d s  to E n g l a n d  for sale.  E n g l a n d  has  a larger  p o p u 

lation th a n  he r  soil wil l  support,  and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  m u s t  e ither p a y  

for surp lus  p r o v i s io n s — the s a m e  as an i n d iv id u a l— in co in  or other  

value,  and this d ep e n d e n t  sta te  m u s t  i n c re as e  w i t h  the increase  o f  

population.  W e  are at p re se n t  not p a y i n g  for t h e m  b y  our  m a n 

ufactures,  but b y  s e n d in g  out of  the  co untry ,  b y  m e a n s  o f  scrip,  a 

portion o f  our  internal d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h i s  s y s t e m  c a n  o n l y  c o n 

tinue so lo n g  as there co n t in u es  an internal i n c re as e  o f  w e a l t h  from 

other  c a u s e s .  A s  soon as the c l i m a x  arr iv es ,  e a c h  y e a r  will  reduce  

our  p r e v io u s  s a v in g s ,  th e  people  wil l  b eco m e  poorer,  the  demand 

for s u c h  property  wil l  lessen,  and  a  rapid d ec le n s io n  in e v e r y t h i n g  

wil l  result.  A l l  this w e  h a v e  seen  and recognised.

A n d  n o w ,  h a v i n g  s u m m e d  up s e v e ra l  points  o f  our  previo us  

c o nside rat ions ,  let us see  h o w  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m  has  injured our 

o w n  internal trade,  and h o w  it d efeats  the  nation in e v e r y  s t ru g g le
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to he lp  i t s e l f  b y  foreign tr ade,  in th e  pe c u l ia r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  th at  

n a t u r e  and  p r o v id e n c e  h a v e  p lace d  it.

F i r s t  w e  m a y  a cc ep t  it as  in d isp u table  that  th e  w o r k i n g  m e n  

form a  v e r y  la rg e  c la ss  interest.  T h e  m o re  p rospero us  t h e y  are th e  

b et te r  wil l  it be for all  o t h e r  c la s s e s ,  s e e i n g  th a t  t h e s e  find an 

in c r e a s e d  e m p l o y m e n t  in th e  in cre ase d  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  w o r k i n g  

c la s s e s  for th e  co m fo rt s  and  lu xu rie s  o f  life. I t  w o u ld  be a great  

g o o d  for th is  n at ion  i f  e v e r y  w o r k i n g  m a n  co uld  l ive  in his  d etac h e d  

v i l la  in th e  suburb s,  and d rive  into t o w n  to his  w o r k  in a p o n y  trap 

or s o m e  o ther  e v e n  m o r e  lu xu r io u s  c o n v e y a n c e ,  as in e v e r y  increase  

o f  his p ro s p e r i ty  he  w o u ld  m a k e  a  further  d e m a n d  on th e  lab o u r  o f  

o t h e r  c la s s e s .  So far  as the w e l f a r e  o f  th e  w o r k i n g  c la s s e s  g o  w e  

c a n  desire  all  th a t  th e  m o s t  ard e n t  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s t  e v e r  i m ag in e d ,  

b ut  on the que st ion  as  to h o w  is th is  to be  a c c o m p l is h e d ,  w e  differ 

a s  w i d e  as th e  poles .  T h e  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s t ’s pract ice  is to f ight,  

and  to k e e p  on f ig h t in g ,  no  m a t t e r  h o w  g r e a t  m a y  be th e  h a v o c  and 

d e v a s t a t io n ,  and  w h e n  he  sco re s  a  n o m i n a l  v i c t o r y  he  co nside rs  

s u c c e s s  h a s  c r o w n e d  his  efforts.  A  soldier c o u n t i n g  his spoil  after 

t h e  p i l lag e  o f  a  t o w n ,  k n o w s  th a t  i f  h is  a c t io n s  w e r e  universal ,  

g e n e r a l  b e g g a r y  w o u ld  result,  and  no d o u bt  he  w o u ld  n e v e r  th in k  of  

r e c o m m e n d i n g  th eir  g e n e r a l  a do ption  ; but th e  w o r k i n g  m a n  never  

a p p e a r s  to c o n s id e r  th e  d e v a s ta t io n  c a u s e d  b y  his  bat tles  and spoil  ; 

he  o n ly  re jo ices  o v e r  his fa n c ie d  g a in s ,  and  c la m o u r s  for a  gen e ra l  

w a r  on all w h o  are u n a b le  to g i v e  h im  w h a t  he  a sk s .  S u c h  a course  

c a n  h a v e  but one  result,  v i z . ,  in ju r y  to th e  c o m m u n i t y  on w h i c h  he  

l ives ,  and  a  s p e e d y  k i l l ing  o f  th e  g o o s e  th a t  u s e d  to l a y  th e  g o ld e n  

e g g s .  H e  also  d e l ib e ra te ly  in c re as e s  th e  pr ices  o f  th e  art ic le s  h e  

m a k e s ,  b y  re d u cin g  his  h ou rs  o f  labour,  b y  o rg a n ise d  l imitat ion o f  

effort d u r i n g  th ose  h o u rs ,  b y  in s i s t i n g  th at  the  inferior m a n  shall  

re ce iv e  as m u c h  as the  g o o d  one,  and b y  m a n y  o ther  re gu la t io n s  and 

d e v i c e s  c a lc u lated  to c h e c k  production,  and  m a k e  it b ear  a re lat ive ly  

la rg e r  v a lu e  to th e  w a g e s  o f  th ose  w h o  p rod uce  it th a n  it otherwise  

w o u ld .  S u c c e e d i n g  in th ese  a im s ,  he  c o n c lu d e s  prosperity  is with  

h im ,  l ike  th e  short-s igh ted  m orta l  he  is.

B u t  s u c h  c o u r s e s  can  at th e  v e r y  best o n ly  produce  a transient  

a d v a n t a g e  to t h e m , — g r a n t i n g  th a t  the  g a in  is not at  the t im e  far 

m o r e  t h a n  co un terb a la n ce d  b y  w h a t  is lost  in the  s trugg le— b ecau se
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in d e s t r o y in g  instead o f  c u l t i v a t i n g  social  prosperity— the field on 

w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  to l ive in th e  future— and in in c r e a s i n g  th e  c o s t  o f  

p rod u ct ion ,  t h e y  place  the art ic le  less  within th e p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e rs

o f  the  w o r k m e n  th e m s e l v e s ,  and o f  other  c la s s e s  of  sm a l l  i n c o m e s __

the latter b e in g  the largest  c o n s u m e r s — and h en ce  t h e y  o n ly  su cceed  

in one w a y  even tu al ly ,  and that is in at  the one and the  s a m e  t im e 

c u r t a i l in g  the market,  and the e m p l o y m e n t  o f  the w o r k m e n .  T h a t  

the w o r k m a n  h i m s e l f  and others o f  s im ilar h u m b le  c la s s es  are the 

w o r k m a n ’s em p lo ye rs  is seen at a  g lan ce .  A  large  proport ion o f  

ou r  m an u fa cture s  are co m p o se d  o f  c h e a p  or low-priced goods,  

w e a r i n g  ap pare l ,  cutlery,  furniture, ch ea p  f a n c y  articles for w o m e n ’s 

attire,  &c .  T h e  w o r k m a n ,  a b o v e  all others,  also,  w a n t s  ch ea p  lo c o m o 

tion, cheap  food, and ch e a p  rent,— and y e t  his  e v e r y  effort is used 

in i n c r e a s i n g  th e  co st  o f  the precise  art ic les in the c h e a p n e s s  o f  

w h i c h  he is m ore  interested th a n  a n y  other,  and he a c t u a l ly  strains 

h i m s e l f  for th e  pract ical  p la c i n g  o f  th ese  th in g s  b eyo n d  his o w n  

reach,  and c o n se q u e n t ly  for the cu rta i l in g  o f  his  o w n  m a rk e ts  o f  

e m p l o y m e n t .  N o r  is th is  declen sio n  o f  m arket  confined to the 

lower  c lasses .  A l l  t h in g s  are re lat ive,  and it is j u s t  in the  pro- 

poit ion  a m a n  s m e a n s  bears  to the  va lue  o f  art ic les  o f  c o n v e n ie n c e  

or lu x u ry  th at  he *buys th em .  L e t  the  cost o f  a n y  o f  th ese  be 

in creased  and he at  o n c e  b u y s  less.  L e t  us  here co n sider  h o w  this 

question o f  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m  bears  on ou r  present  d ep re ss io n  and 
F r e e  T r a d e .

F o r  s o m e  years ,  im po rtat io ns  o f  produce  h a v e  been ser io u s ly  

in jur ing  the large  and h i g h l y  im portant  agr ic ultural  c la s s e s ,  w ith ,  

as one result,  a gre a t  reduction in their p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e rs .  F o r  

the s a m e  term  o f  y ears  a co n st a n t  w a r  has  been carr ied  on b y  w o r k 

in g  men ,  and for severa l  y e a rs  the prices  o f  all m a n u factured  go o d s  

w en t  up e n o r m o u s ly  through the increased  cost o f  production. F o r  

a  short t im e  there  w a s  the a p p ea ra n ce  o f  prosperity  ; but it w a s  a 

tree w it h o u t  roots.  F ir s t  the  w o r k i n g  c lasses ,  then others h igher  in 

the  social  scale ,  found prices  b eyo nd their m e a n s  ; purchasers  fell 

o f f , m a n u fa c t u iers  tried to sell and could  not ; to tempt purchasers  

t h e y  reduced their  pr ices  to the extent  o f  part,  and in som e cases  

the w hole ,  o f  their  profits ; still pr ices  w e r e  too h i g h ,— th ey  m u st  

c o m e  d o w n  further still, t h e y  m u st ,  in short,  reduce the w o r k m a n ’s 

w a g e s .  T h e n  c a m e  the second bitter s tru g g le ,  to this d a y  c o n 

j
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tinued,  w i t h  th e  w o r k m a n ’s m a in  c r y  in r e s is ta n c e ,— “ W e  c a n n o t  

l ive  on th e  s a m e  w a g e s  as form erly ,  as th e  price  of e v e r y t h i n g  h a s  

g o n e  u p . ”  A n d  th u s  o u t '  o f  th eir  o w n  m o u t h s  w e r e  th eir suicidal  

p r a c t ic e s  first c o n d e m n e d .  D i d  t h e y  not k n o w  that b y  w o r k i n g  h a l f  

t i m e  and  r e c e i v i n g  d o u ble  w a g e s  t h e y  w e re  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  c o s t  o f  

production to t h e m s e l v e s  ? a n d  th a t  as  the  c o s t  o f  prod uct ion  w a s  

as  m u c h  i n c r e a s e d  b y  lost  t i m e  a s  b y  in cre ase d  w a g e ,  t h e y  had  i n 

c re a se d  th e  c o st  o f  l i v i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e y  h ad  add ed  to th eir  p u r

c h a s i n g  p o w e rs ,  a l t h o u g h  th eir  w a g e s  w e r e  n o m i n a l ly  m ore  ? N o  

ple a  o f  th e  w o r k m a n ,  th a t  the  i n c r e a s e d  c o st  o f  l i v i n g  p re ven ted  h im  

t a k i n g  le ss  w a g e ,  co uld  m a k e  his  o w n  or o ther  c la s s e s  b u y  w h a t  

t h e y  co uld  n ot  afford,  and  there fore  d o w n  w a g e s  c a m e .  D u r i n g  

th e s e  tr ad e  s t r u g g l e s  th e  w o r k m e n ’s p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  for all art icles  

o f  lu x u r y  or c o n v e n i e n c e  h a s  been  r e d u ce d  or d es tro yed  ; m a n y  

t h o u s a n d s  h a v e  been  b are ly  able  to f ind bread, and  o f  co urs e  the 

trade  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  h a s  been  reduced  to th e  e xte n t  o f  th eir  lost  

m e a n s  o f  b u y i n g .  T h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  fact  th a t  th e  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s e s  are  th eir  o w n  e m p l o y e r s  c a n n o t  be too s t r o n g l y  im pressed .  

A b o u t  one-third o f  th e  entire  i n c o m e  o f  th e  c o u n t r y  is represented 

b y  w e e k l y  w a g e s , — th a t  is  to  s a y ,  i n c o m e s  o f  poor  p er so n s  w h o  

spend all their m o n e y  in l iv ing ,  and  b u y  m o r e  or le ss  a c c o r d i n g  to 

prices.  I f  w o r k m e n  i n c r e a s e  the c o st  o f  production,  t h e y  i m m e d i 

a t e ly  co n tract  this v e r y  im p o r ta n t  part  o f  th eir  m a r k e t  ; a  greater  

s c a r c i t y  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  e n su e s ,  w it h  th e  effect  o f  sti ll  further c o n 

t r a c t i n g  th e  m a r k e t ,— and  so  on d o w n  and d o w n .

T h e s e  s t r u g g le s ,  p r o d u c i n g  p o v e r t y  a m o n g  th e  w o r k i n g  

c la s s e s ,  and  loss  to e m p l o y e r s ,  h a v e  d irect ly  or in d irec t ly  m o re  or 

less  affected the i n te rm e d ia t e  and  other  c la s s e s ,  w h o s e  p u r c h a s i n g  

p o w e r  t h e y  h a v e  s h o rten e d ,  and  th u s  provo ked  a further propor

t io n a te  co ntract io n  o f  d e m a n d .  O f  w h a t  u se  is it n o w  to offer ch eap  

g o o d s  to th e se  cr ippled c la s s e s  ?• C o m m e r c i a l  m e n  tell  y o u  b us in e ss  

is  bad, and t h e y  c a n n o t  afford to b uy .  S a lar ie d  m e n  tell  y o u  th at  as 

th eir  pos it ion,  o w i n g  to bad tr ade,  is uncerta in ,  t h e y  m u s t  hu s ban d  

their re sources .  W o r k i n g  m e n  tell  y o u  t h e y  are  on h a l f  or quarter  

t i m e  at a re duced rate,  and c a n  o n ly  b u y  bread. Is  it to be w o n 

dered at,  then,  th at  w e  h a v e  bad  trade,  w h e n  the  p u r c h a s in g  p o w e r  

o f  e v e r y  c la s s  is e ither  g r e a t ly  reduced  or a l to g e t h e r  d estroyed  ? 

T h e  im pe ra t iv e  problem is,  h o w  to restore th at  p o w e r  in its or ig inal
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v i g o u r .— B u t  h o w  is it to be done ? W i t h  F r e e  T r a d e  in ju r in g  o u r  

m o s t  im po rtant  c lass ,  and T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m  d o i n g  the s a m e  for all 

others ,  w e  need  not m a rv e l  at  a d y i n g  trade.  W i t h  all th ese  o p e 

rations g o i n g  on un d e r  our  e y e ,  it is m ere  m o c k e r y  to ta lk  v a g u e l y  

o f  gen e ra l  d epre ss ion  b e i n g  th e  cau se .  W e  k n o w  w h a t  the real  

c a u s e  is, and  k n o w  that  it is a  creat ion  o f  ou r  ow n,  and it is m ere  

foo l in g ,  therefore ,  to ta lk  in poetic  strain o f  b r ig h t e n i n g  horizons,  

w a v e s  o f  prosper i ty ,  & c .,  & c . ,  w he n,  i f  w e  will ,  w e  m a y  at on c e  lay  

f inger  on th e  diff iculty th at  d ark en s  our  present horizon and,  o u r 

se lves  p r a c t ic a l l y  c o n se n t i n g ,  p lace s  us at  th e  bottom  o f  the  w a v e  

o f  depress ion.  F or ,  our  F r e e  T r a d e  c r a z e  and o u r  T r a d e s  U n io n s ,  

c o m b in e d ,  h a v e  done m u c h  m o re  in ju ry  to this c o u n t r y  th an  the 

G e r m a n  arm ie s ,  the C o m m u n e ,  and I n d e m n ity ,  c o m b in ed ,  did to 

F r a n c e .  I f  th is  is doubted , let the  d oubter  look at  the  state  o f  the 

t w o  co untr ies  n o w ,  and  he  w i l l  see  F r a n c e  better o f f  th an  w e  are, 

in spite  o f  all he r  aff lictions.

W e  h a v e  co n sid e re d  h o w  T r a d e s  U n i o n s  co-operate  with 

F r e e  T r a d e  in d e s t r o y in g  internal trade.  L e t  us  n o w  see  h o w  

th e se  in f lu en c es  act  to g e t h e r  in n e u t r a l i s i n g  our  efforts to c o m p l y  

w i t h  th o s e  condit ions  th at  N a t u r e  and P r o v id e n c e  h a v e  a s s ig n e d  

us.  W e  h a v e  seen th at  B r i ta in  has  a large  populat ion ,  with  

insuff ic ient  soil to support  it ; but w e  are, on the other  hand ,  a 

p re -e m in e n t ly  c o m m e r c i a l  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  race ,  and  h a v e  all the 

r e quirem ents  of  m in era ls  and skil l  for p r o s e c u t i n g  c o m m e r c e  and 

m anufacture .  W e l l ,  th e  s im p le  and natu ral  a r r a n g e m e n t  to m ee t  

th ese  co ndit ions  is, th a t  w e  should  m a k e  articles w ith  w h i c h  to 

p u rch a se  our  surplus  food,— after,  o f  course ,  g r o w i n g  as m u c h  as 

w e  p o ss ib ly  can  on our  o w n  soil .  B u t  F r e e  T r a d e  steps  in, and 

a l th ough in pract ice  it prov id es  opportunit ies  o f  b u y i n g  c h e a p ly  

abroad, it to ta l ly  ign ores  th e  all im po rta n t  quest ion  o f  p r o v i d in g  a 

m a rk e t  for th e  sa le  o f  our  g o o d s .  T h e n  T r a d e s  U n i o n s  speak.  

W e  k n o w  it is o f  the  first n e c e s s i t y  th at  g o o d s  should  be m a d e  

ch eaply ,  so as to be exported  to foreign co untr ies  and exposed  for 

sale there  at  a  le ss  price  th a n  the  nat ive  article,  but,  neverthe less ,  

k n o w i n g  this,  w e  s e e m  d eterm ined ,  by  p u tt in g  a price  on our 

labour ab o v e  w h a t  the  l a w  o f  su p ply  and d e m a n d  w o u ld  g i v e  us, 

and b y  r e d u c i n g  the  hours  o f  w o rk  and  l im it in g  effort, so  to increase  

the cost  o f  production,  th at  i n s t e a d  o f  in th is  w a y  p a y i n g
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t h e  fore ign er  for our  surplus  food, th e  fo r e ig n e r  shall  be 

enable d  to m a n u f a c t u r e  at  le ss  c o st  th an  w e ,  and sh ou ld er  

u s  out  e v e n  o f  our  o w n  m a r k e ts .  T h u s  w e  h a v e  F r e e  T r a d e  and  T r a d e s  

U n i o n i s m , — the one  th e  rednctio  ad  absurdum  o f  s e n t im e n ta l  L i b 

e ra l i sm ,  th e  other the  g r o s s e s t ,  m o s t  s h o rt -s igh te d ,  m o s t  su ic id al  

e x tr e m e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n is m ,— g o i n g  h a n d  in h an d  to defeat our  

p ro sp er i ty  and d e s tr o y  o u r  n at io n a l  s tabil i ty .  B u t  it wil l  be  a s k e d —  

w h a t  is the  le g i t im a t e  w a y  to i m p r o v e  th e  w o r k m a n ’ s condit ion  ? 

T h e  a n s w e r  a p p e a r s  se lf -evident.  C r e a t e  as  g r e a t  a d is p a r i t y  as  

poss ib le  b e t w e e n  th e  c o st  o f  t h i n g s  prod u ced ,  and  the w a g e s  o f  the  

producer,  so th a t  m o r e  o f  th e se  p rod u ct ion s  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  com fort ,  

and  l u x u r y  m a y  co m e  w it h i n  his  o w n  reach,  and be b r o u g h t  down 

a s  g e n e r a l ly  as poss ib le  with in  the p u r c h a s i n g  p o w e r  o f  th e  p oore s t  

c la s s e s .  B y  t h u s  e x t e n d i n g  the area  o f  th e  m a r k e t ,  w e  i n c r e a s e  th e  

p ro sp e r i ty  o f  our  industr ies ,  and  th o s e  e n g a g e d  in t h e m  ; but to 

a tta in  this end w e  m u s t  o n c e  and  for all  g i v e  up th e  idea  th a t  the  

road to p rosp er i ty  is to l im it  the  h ou rs  o f  labour,  and to e stabl ish  

r e g u la t io n s  p r e v e n t in g  a m a n  d o i n g  m o r e  th a n  a  certain  a m o u n t  

o f  w o rk .  T h e  o n ly  road to w e a l t h  in th e  c a s e  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y  is 

th e  s a m e  as th at  w h i c h  th e  pr ivate  m a n  m u s t  tread.  It is one o f  hard 

w o rk ,  one o f  la b o u r in g  ch eerfu l ly ,  g r u d g i n g  not the  toil  as i f  it w e r e  

an evil  ; o f  d e v o t i n g  all th e  ski l l  and e n e r g y  o f  m in d  and  l imb to 

th e  w o r k ;  and o f  e x a l t in g  e m p lo y m e n t  b y  s te a d in e s s  o f  p u rp o se  and 

co rrec tn e ss  o f  j u d g m e n t .  A  s t e a d y  t r e a d i n g  o f  this p ath  m u s t  

i n cre ase  th e  co n f id e n ce  o f  th e  m o n ie d  c la sse s ,  so th at  t h e y  m a y  c o m e  

forward  w ith  their capita l  to as s is t  in the  w o r k  in th e  m u lt i tu d e  o f  

W ays  th at  capita l  c a n  a s s is t  labour,  in c h e a p e n i n g  production,  and  

n o t a b ly  in m a k i n g  e x p e r i m e n t s  in m a c h i n e r y  for  e f fect ing  i m p r o v e 

m e n t  in the  q ua l i ty  o f  prod ucts ,  and  g e n e r a l ly  in m u l t i p l y i n g  the 

efforts o f  the  w o r k m a n  b y  th e  c o s t ly  aid o f  e x p e r im e n t  and applied 

sc ience.  I t  is better to ad m it  at on c e  th a t  it w o u ld  be m o s t  difficult, 

i f  not im possible ,  to a ro u s e  E n g l i s h  w o r k m e n  sufficiently to a s s u m e  

th is  n e c e s s a r y  in te n s i ty  o f  interest in their w ork .  T h e  fatal  level l ing  

spirit  o f  T r a d e s  U n i o n s  h a s  m a d e  the  g o o d  w o r k m a n  feel his abi l i t ies  

b r in g  h im  no personal g o o d ,an d  the indifferent w o r k m a n  to k n o w  that  

his faults  do h im  no ha rm .  A l l  re c e iv e  the s a m e  reward  ; no interest 

is  tak en  in the w o rk ,  w h i c h  is reduced  to m ere  d rud gery ,  and s u b 

m itted  to so le ly  b e c a u s e  it br in gs  in a f ixed s u m  at the  end o f  the
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w e e k .  It would  a lm o s t  ap p e a r  that  n o t h in g  short o f  a b o l is h i n g  all 

t im e  w a g e s ,  and p a y i n g  labour  a c c o r d i n g  to the a m o u n t  o f  p ro d u c 

tion in q u a l i ty  and  quant ity ,  w o u ld  suffice to b r in g  b a c k  th at  w h o l e 

s o m e l y  e n e rg e t ic i  nterest  in his  w o r k  th at  w a s  on c e  s u p p o se d  to 

ch ara c te r ise  th e  B r i t ish  w o r k m a n ,  and w h i c h  is a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s 

s a r y  to u s  i f  w e  are to exist  as a nation  of  the first c lass .  I f  p ie c e 

w o r k  could  be introduced  on equitable  term s,  a m a n  w o u ld  feei that  

e v e r y  effort he  put forth and e v e r y  h our  he  w o rk ed  added to his 

i n c o m e  j and,  further,  capita l  w o u ld  h a v e  increased  confid ence,  and 

be induced  to b r in g  in freely the  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  the appl ied sc iences .  

T h e n ,  b y  c h e a p e n i n g  prod uction  and  in c r e a s i n g  w a g e s  s i m u l t a n e 

o u s ly ,  it w o u ld  c o m e  to be s h o w n  th a t  it w a s  n ot  quite  so absurd  

after  all to lo o k  fo rward  to a  t im e  w h e n  the w o r k m a n  w o u ld  l ive in 

h is  d etac h e d  vil la,  and  drive  to his w o r k  in a  c o m m o d i o u s  c o n v e y 

ance .  O n  the co n trary  ru in o us  plan,  the  s y s t e m  o f  d estruct ion  th a t  

fo l lows,  m a y ,  l ike the  s a c k i n g o f  a to w n ,  b r in g  a t e m p o r a r y  a d v a n t a g e  

to the  spoilers ,  but enta il s  p e r m a n e n t  m isfortune  to all  a fterwards.  

In addition to the  fo r e g o in g  re a s o n s  applied  to internal trade,  there  

is the  o ther  v i e w  o f  exte rn al  or in te rn at io n al  trade,  s h o w i n g  us also 

w h y  w e  should  at  on c e  re verse  th e  p o l ic y  o f  the  w o r k m a n  o f  ra isin g  

th e  co st  o f  products .  W e  h a v e  seen  th a t  th is  c o u n t r y  m u s t  p u r

c h a s e  la rg e  food suppl ies  from  abro ad.  F r o m  w h o m  h a v e  w e  to 

b u y  th e s e  s u p pl ie s?  W h y ,  from nat ion s  n o w  fast  a p p r o a c h in g ,  i f  not 

a lread y  arr ived at,  our o w n  le ve l  in skil l  and  p o w e r  o f  m a n u fa cture ,  

th is  b e i n g  m ore  p art icu lar ly  th e  c a s e  w ith  th o s e  people  w h o  are of  

the  s a m e  race  as  o u r s e lv e s .  W h e n  our le ve l  is fully a tta in ed,  and 

t h e y  c a n  produce  for t h e m s e l v e s ,  w e  shall  th en  h a v e  no foreign m a r 

ket for our  w a r e s ,  and n o t h i n g  w h e r e w i t h  to p a y  for our  im ports ,  

and th a t  e v e n  a l th o u g h  the present  C u s t o m  H o u s e  re strictions o f  

the foreigner w e r e  rem oved.  W e s h o u l d  be  v e r y  n e ar  th e  c a t a s t r o p h e b y  

th a t  t im e ,  i f  our s lo w n e s s  in le a r n in g  th e  le sso n  is  to ca rry  us  so 

c lo se  to th e  brink.  L e t  th a t  not be said.  L e t  us  be w is e ,  and 

w i t h o u t  a d a y ’s loss  of  t im e,  a c k n o w le d g e  the errors o f  F r e e  T r a d e  ; 

let  us  a c k n o w le d g e  the  errors o f  T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m ,  and hereafter  

w o r k  lo y a l ly  to keep w h a t  l ittle le ad  w e  h a v e  left. F o r  w e  m u s t  

m a k e  up our  m i n d s  to w o r k  harder  e v en  th a n  th ose  nat ions  o f  our 

o w n  race  i f  w e  are to  do m o re  th an  t h e y  in fo s ter in g  e v e r y  trade 

a s s i s t a n c e  o f  capita l ,  art,  sc ien c e  and labour,  and b y  a h a p p y  union 

o f  the  w h o le ,  produce  g o o d s  ch eaper  for other  nat ions  th a n  th ese
H
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o t h e r  n a t io n s  c a n  for th e m s e l v e s .  T h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  co n te m p la te  

th is  life at  h i g h  pre ssure  e x c e p t  w it h  d isco m fo rt  had better  r e m o v e  

to a m o r e  fa v o u re d  land, for N a t u r e  and P r o v i d e n c e  h a v e  n o w  laid 

t h e s e  co n d i t io n s  o f  e x is t e n c e  on all  th o s e  w h o  r e m ain  here.  It 

w a s  not so form erly .  W e  n ot  o n ly  w a n t e d  less  (even  re la t iv e ly ) ,  

a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  had  s m a l le r  bills  to p a y  th e  fore igner ,  but 

o w i n g  to th e  b a c k w a r d  co ndit ion  o f  o ther  countr ies ,  w e  could  

m a n u f a c t u r e  at  o u r  le isure  sufficient g o o d s  to p a y  for our  imports ,  

and  a  la r g e  m a r g i n  to spare.  B u t  o t h e r  n a t io n s  h a v e  been p u s h in g  

u s  so h ard  for y e a r s  past ,  and h a v e  be e n  so a ided b y  their C u st o m  

H o u s e s ,  th a t  it is l o n g  s in c e  w e  w e re  able  to e xport  e n o u g h  to p a y  

for our  im po rts .  E a c h  y e a r ,  as th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  o ther  countr ies  

g o e s  on,  and w e  r e m a i n  un re fo rm e d ,  our  condit ion in th is  re spe ct  

m u s t  b e c o m e  w o r s e .  W e  m i g h t ,  as said before,  postp o n e  the  evil  

d a y  a l m o s t  indef in ite ly  i f  rec ipro ca l  trad e  w e r e  insis ted  on, and  i f  

th is  p o l i c y  w e r e  seconded b y  a d e te rm in a t io n  on the  part o f  the  

w o r k m a n  to reduce  th e  cost  o f  prod uction  as m u c h  as he  p o s s ib ly  

could ,  and  to  w o r k  h a rd er  th an  th e  w o r k m e n  o f  o t h e r  nat ions .  B y  

w h a t  h a s  been  said  here,  it m i g h t  p e r h a p s  be su p p o se d  th a t  th e  

w o r k m a n  is  looked  u p o n  as  s o m e  one  out  o f  w h o s e  toil th e  rest  o f  

t h e  nat ion  w o u ld  procure  th e  m e a n s  o f  l iv in g .  T h i s  is not o n ly  to 

b e  denied,  b ut  that  th e  w o r k m a n  h a s  a n y  spec ia l  c la im to th e title 

o f  p ro d u ce r  m u s t  a ls o  be denied.  M a n u a l  lab o u r  is but one e le m e n t  

in product ion.  Inte l lect  d e s ig n s  and  m e n t a l ly  creates  ; m a c h i n e r y ,  

s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  the craft  o f  the  w o r k m a n ,  puts  into effect  th e  pre

v i o u s  lab o u r  o f  th e  m in d ,  and not one o f  th e se  three  can  do w ith ou t  

s o m e  aid from th e  other.  A n y  a t t e m p t  to put  the  skil l o f  th e  hand 

on a level  w ith  th e  effort o f  th e  m ind,  and  to c la im  as m u c h  reward  

for th e  one as th e  other,  w ould ,  i f  su cce ss fu l ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  p lace  the 

p h y s i c a l  labour  o f  th e  a s s i s ta n t  labourer  on a  level  w ith  th a t  o f  th e  

ski l led art isan,  and i f  m e r e  force w e r e  to be th u s  exalted ,  w e  should  

find th e  horse  a b o v e  the  m an ,  and th e  m a c h i n e  b eyo nd  all. W o r k 

m e n  m u s t  not,  therefore ,  c la im  a n y  sp ec ia l  r ight  to be called p ro 

ducers .  P ro d u ct io n  is not the  result  m e r e ly  o f  ph y s ica l  effort, 

w h i c h  is th e  p ro vin ce  o f  the  w o r k m a n ,  b ut  is a lso,  in a pr im ary  

and m o re  im p o r ta n t  sen se ,  th e  direct offspring  o f  the mind.

W e  h a v e  seen th a t  the  m a jo r i ty  o f  us  l ive  in m in is te r in g  to 

th e  artif icial  w a n t s  o f  our  n e igh b o u rs ,  and that  this is true  from 

th e  capita l is t  d ow n  th r o u g h  all in te rm ed iate  g ra d e s  to th e  artisan,
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U n l e s s  it be the  tillers o f  the soil and  a fe w  others ,  th ere  are not 

m a n y  w o r k m e n  w h o  can  c la im co nsiderat ion  on th e  score  o f  the 

d ig n i ty  o f  their e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  i m p o rta n c e  o f  an e m p l o y m e n t  

is in proportion to its ob ject ,  and there  are few  trades  th a t  h a v e  not 

comfort ,  c o n v e n ie n c e ,  or lu xu ry  for their object .  A  w o r k in g  m an  

m u s t  not look upon h i m s e l f  as a  p rod ucer  on w h o m  others  l ive ,  

but should  rather  be th ankfu l  th a t  there  are s o  m a n y  artif icial  w a n t s  

around h im  to g i v e  h im  e m p l o y m e n t .  N o r  m u s t  h e  forget th at  

w h i le  he  is w o r k i n g  for others ,  t h e y  also  are  w o r k i n g  for him. T h i s  

is not o n ly  tr ue  as re gard s  the w o r k in g  c la sse s ,  but a lso  w i t h  all  

others  ; th e  cap i ta l i s t  is w o r k i n g  for the  w o r k m a n  as m u c h  as for 

a n y  other,  and the s a m e  m a y  be sa id  o f  sc i e n c e  and  art.  P o s s i b l y  

the g r e a t e s t  e m p lo y e rs  o f  la b our  are  the  h u m b le r  c la s s e s .  T h e y  

are more n u m e r o u s ,  and  th eir w a n t s  require  m ore  suppl ies  ; nor 

are th eir w a n t s  confined  to m e r e  n e c e s s a r ie s  o f  life. L o o k  th ro u g h  

our  factories  and  shops ,  and  a s k  w h o  b u y s  all th ose  lo w  priced 

go o d s  —  not m e r e  n e c e s s a r y  w e a r i n g  apparel ,  but o rn a m e n ta l  

articles.  T h e  m a n  w h o  m a k e s  the axle  for a c a r r i a g e  in w h i c h  

g e n t i l i t y  rides,  m in is te rs  to th e  lu x u r y  o f  w e a l t h  th e  s a m e  as the  

f lu n k e y  in th e  hall  ; th e  m a k i n g  o f  f inery  for w o m e n ’s head  gear ,  

w h e t h e r  it be c o s t ly  for the  rich,  or c h e a p  for th e  w o r k m a n ’s wife,  

is not a m ore  d ig nified  e m p l o y m e n t ,  nor does  it g i v e  a g r e a t e r  

c la im  upon the  tit le o f  “  p ro d u ce r ,”  th an  th e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  the  

s h o p k e e p e r  w h o  puts  th e m  in his  w i n d o w  to te m p t  the passer-by.  

A l l  th e se  m a tters  are m e r e ly  o f  d egree ,  and should  d isp o s e  o f  a n y  

specia l  c la im  the w o r k m a n  puts  forward  for specia l  co nsiderat ion  

as a  producer.  A l l  th a t  he  c a n  s a y  is,  th a t  he  m in is te rs  to the  

co m fort  o f  others ,  w h o  are  in return d o i n g  th e  s a m e  se r v ic e  for 

him. R e fe r r in g  a g a in  to the  abso lu te  n e c e s s i t y  for c h e a p  p ro d u c 

tion,  in order  to p a y  for our  im ports ,  w e  w o u ld  repeat  th a t  In d ia  

should  be our  future m a r k e t  w h e n  th r o u g h  th e abi l i ty  o f  the fo re igner  

to produce  as c h e a p ly  as w e  can ,  w e  are e xc lu d e d  from all others .  

T h e  race s  o f  India ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th eir  skill,  m u s t  for e v e r  h a v e  

le ss  of  that  e xtre m e  e n e r g y  th at  is n e c e s s a r y  to s u cce ss fu l  m a n u 

facture  and trade,  c o n s e q u e n t ly  India ,  i f  r ig h t ly  va lu ed ,  should  be 

our  p e r m a n e n t  m a rk e t  w h e n  all others  fail. T h e r e  is a  m o s t  

t r y in g  feature  for th e  e m p l o y e r ’s p a t i e n c e  in co n n e c t io n  w ith  th ese  

trade  d isputes,  v iz . ,  th at  o f  theorists  p ubl ic ly  r e c o m m e n d i n g  e m 

p lo y ers  to i m p r o v e  th eir w a r e s  b y  m ore  g e n e r a l ly  a p p l y i n g  the arts
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and  s c i e n c e s  and  m e c h a n i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  in th eir  w o rk s .  In 

ot h e r  w o r d s ,  e m p l o y e r s  are in stru cted  to e d u ca te  t h e m s e l v e s  still 

h i g h e r  in th eir  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  to d e v o t e  m o re  t ime a n d  m ore  o f  the 

i n v e n t i v e  f a c u l t y  to th e se  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  D o  s u c h  co unse l lors  

k n o w  th e diff iculties in th e  w a y  o f  c a r r y i n g  out  s u c h  r e c o m m e n d a 

t io n s  d u r i n g  trade  d ep re ss io n  or trad e  d isp u te s  ? R e c o g n i s e  t h e  

posit ion o f  an e m p l o y e r  w i t h  th e  usual  d e p a r t m e n t s  to his b u s i n e s s ,  

t h e s e  b e i n g  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  n e c e s s a r y  d iv is io n  o f  labour.  I f  one 

o f  t h e s e  d iv is io n s  or b r a n c h e s  s tops ,  all m u s t  be stopped. P o s s ib ly ,  

t a k i n g  one  y e a r  w ith  another ,  th ere  are n ot  th ree  m o n t h s  out  o f  

th e  t w e l v e  w i t h o u t  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  lab o u r  a g i t a t i o n  in one  d e p a rt

m e n t  or a n o t h e r ;  e a c h  m o r n i n g ,  and  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  d ay ,  this 

e m p l o y e r  will  be  a n x i o u s l y  c o n s u l t i n g  his  m a n a g e r  as  to t h e  pro

g r e s s  o f  d isaf fect ion,  h o w  to stop it, or the  w i s d o m ,  or the  reverse ,  

o f  r e s i s ta n c e .  I f  it s h o u ld  c u lm i n a t e  in a strike,  he  h a s  the  h e a v y  

fixed e x p e n s e s  o f  his  fa c t o ry  and  s ta f f  r u n n i n g  on,  his  c u s t o m e r s  

p r e s s i n g  for c o m p le t io n  of their c o n tra cts ,  and t h r e a t e n i n g  to w i t h 

hold  all  future  orders .  In  addit ion to this,  in b ad  t i m e s  th e  m o s t  in 

t e n s e  t h o u g h t  a n d  the c lo se s t  a t t e n t io n m u s t  be g i v e n  in s e e k i n g  fresh 

orders ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  ke e n  c o m p e t i t io n  w h i c h  a l w a y s  arises  at 

su c h  per iods.  N o w  to a s k  a  m a n ,  a l r e a d y  w e l l  laden w ith  the 

o rd in a ry  ca r e s  o f  b u s in e s s ,  to d e v o te  his  t im e  and t h o u g h t  to fresh 

s t u d y  and i m p r o v e m e n t ,  m a y  be a  re aso n a b le  request ,  a l th o u g h  

d ou bt less  diff icult  to c o m p l y  w ith ,  but w h e n  added to th e se  o rd i

n a r y  cares  he  h a s  to c o n d u c t  a  perpetual  w arfare  w it h  his  m e n ,  it 

is  as  r e a s o n a b le  to e x p e c t  h i m  to s tu d y  i m p r o v e m e n t  a s  it would  

be to a s k  a  f ie ld -general  to s tu d y  c h e m i st r y ,  and introd uce  i m p r o v e 

m en ts  in e x p l o s iv e s , .d u r i n g  th e  h e i g h t  o f  a  c a m p a i g n .  T h i s  a d v ic e  

is g e n e r a l ly  g i v e n  w h e n  a q u e st io n  o f  foreign co m p e t i t io n  in the 

fo r e ig n  m a r k e ts  is  u n d e r  co nsiderat ion .  Is  it k n o w n  h o w  our 

m a n u fa c t u r e r s  are h a m p e r e d  b y  the w o r k i n g  m e n  in o b ta in in g  

c o n t r a c t s ?  T a k e  an e x am p le .  A n  order  for rails,  or s o m e t h i n g  

o f  th e  kind, is in the  m a rk e t ,  to  be del ivered ,  o f  course ,  at a s p e c i 

fied t im e  ; te n d ers  are put  in b y  E n g l i s h  m a n u fa cture rs  w ith  the 

c lau se ,  “  Str ikes  e x c e p t e d .” N o w ,  w h o  w il l  h a v e  th e  order e xecuted  

in E n g l a n d ,  w h e n  t h e y  can  go ,  say ,  to B e l g i u m ,  and p lace  the 

order with  a f ixed t im e  for del ivery ,  and a fair  prospect  o f  p u n c t u 

ality.  T h i s  c la u s e  is a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a r y  in E n g l i s h  contracts ,  

not o n ly  on a c c o u n t  o f  th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  o rd in ary  strikes,  but be-
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c a u se  o f  th e  fact  that i f  w o r k m e n  d is c o v e r e d  their e m p l o y e r  had a 

contract  w i t h o u t  it, t h e y  w o u ld  i m m e d ia t e ly  strike for s o m e  a d v a n c e  

in w a g e s  or c o n c e s s i o n s  r e s p e c t i n g  co ndit ions  o f  w ork .  P o o r  

c h an c e ,  then,  h a s  E n g l a n d  o f  g e t t i n g  a n y  o ther  c o n t r a c t s  th an  

th ose  our  n e ig h b o u rs  refuse,  and i f  the  co n tra cts  are really  worth 

h a v in g ,  still poorer  is the  c h a n c e  u nless  o u r  n e ig h b o u r s  h a p p e n  to 
be too full -handed to u n d e rtak e  th em .

I f  w o r k m e n  h a v e  reduced  us to  th e  i g n o m i n i o u s  position o f  

th a n k fu l ly  s n a p p i n g  at the m e r e  offal o f  trade,  or at  the  crum bs  

th at  fall from our  r iche r  n e i g h b o u r s ’ tables,  w e  h a v e  a p o o r  outlook.  

W o u l d  a m a n ,  i f  he w a n t e d  a suit  o f  c lo thes  h o m e  on a certa in  day,  

g i v e  th e  order  to a  ta i lor obliged  to s t ipulate  th a t  he  w o u ld  send 

th e m  h o m e  b y  th e d a y  o n ly  i f  h is  m e n  did not strike,  w h e n  he  

could  g o  a cro ss  the  road and h a v e  the c lo t h e s  p ro m ise d  on the d a y  

required w i t h o u t  fail ? C e r t a in ly  not,  m o re  e s p e c i a l ly  i f  he  k n e w  

the first ta i lo r ’s m e n  to be in a ch ro n ic  s tate  o f  disorder,  w it h  

no ce r ta in ty  as to w h e t h e r  t h e y  w o u ld  w o r k  or  not,  w h i le  th e  sec on d  

tai lor’s e m p l o y e e s  w e re  noted  for skill,  sob r ie ty ,  and r e g u la r i t y  in 

their a t ten d a n ce .  T h e s e  diff iculties  w ith  w o r k m e n  are  g e n e r a l ly  

k n o w n ,  y e t  no  one,  e x c e p t  in pr ivate  co n v e rs a t io n ,  is found to ra ise  

a v o ice  o f  w a r n in g .  F r o m  the s i lence  th at  is p reserved  p u b l ic ly  

one w o u ld  su p p o se  th a t  no  evil  exis ted.  H o w  can  w e  a c c o u n t  for 

th is w h e n  the t h .n g  is so  patent  to e v e r y  o n e ’s pr ivate  co n vic t io n s  ? 

W h y  do not C o n s e r v a t i v e s  s p e a k  out  ? B e c a u s e  pol i tica l  opponents  

w o u ld  represent a n y  m o v e m e n t  in this d irect ion  as  the  never-to -be-  

uprooted disposit io n  o f  the C o n s e r v a t i v e  to return to old abuses  

and the  w o r k i n g  man would  be w a r n e d  again st  th em .  L ib e r a ls  

dare not,  b e c a u s e  co n d e m n a t io n  w o u ld  be co nstrued  desert ion o f  

friends ; n e w s p a p e r s  (no m a tt e r  w h a t  sh a d e  o f  poli tics)  dare  not, 

e c a u s e  the w o r k m a n ' s  p e n c e  are as  im po rtan t  as a n y  others  ; the 

pulpit does  not, p o s s ib ly  co n s i d e r i n g  it h a r d ly  with in  its p ro vin ce

or i f  it does,  it to u c h e s  the evil  so  del icate ly  th a t  its w o rd s  lose  practi- 

ca  effect.  T h i s  is also the ca s e  w h e n e v e r  an e xcept io n  is m a d e  b y  our 

po lt ic ians  and n e w s p a p e r s .  T h e  w o r k m a n  is addressed  so carefu l ly  

and such te n d ern e ss  is e xpressed  or s h o w n  for his sensibi l i t ies ,  th at  he 

re ce iv e s  an im press ion that he  is s inned a g a i n s t  rather  than s in n in g  

A n d  y e t  the pulpit,  a l t h o u g h  th u s  ca re fu l ly  a v o i d i n g  this social  diffi

cu lty ,  «  not m a r k e d l y  re t .cent  on pol itical  m atters .  Mr.  S p u r g e o n  

in his T ab e rn a c le ,  on S u n d a y ,  the  13th July ,  1879, a m o n g  other
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u n s u p p o r t e d  s t a t e m e n t s  a g a i n s t  th e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  told his  c o n g r e 

g a t io n  and  th e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  th a t  th e  Z u l u  W a r  m u s t  be paid  

fo r  out  o f  th e  “  s i n e w  a n d  m u s c l e  o f  the  w o r k i n g  m a n . ”  H o w  

m u c h ,  and  in w h a t  m a n n e r ,  do our  w o r k i n g  or lo w e r  c la s s e s  c o n 

tribute to our Im p e r i a l  t a x a t io n  ? B e y o n d  a  s m a l l  d u t y  on tea,  

coffee,  & c . ,  a  w o r k i n g  m a n  c a n  l ive  in th is  c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  c o n 

tr ib u t in g  one  f a r t h in g  t o w a r d s  th e  t a x e s  o f  the nat ion.  I f  he  drinks 

b ee r  and  s m o k e s  t o b a c c o ,  he  m u s t  contr ibute  th e  s a m e  as a n y  other  

person w h o  c a n  afford s u c h  luxurie s .  A s  th e se  la tter  are th e  o n ly  

c h a n c e s  for th e  w o r k m a n  to  contr ibute ,  h a s  M r.  S p u r g e o n  had 

p r ivate  in fo rm a tio n  from t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  th a t  t h e y  intend i n c r e a s i n g  

th e  d ut ies  on s u c h  art ic le s ,  or  wil l  the  w o r k i n g  m a n ,  out  o f  a  fit o f  

g e n e r o s i t y  and  nob le  sel f -sacr i fice  to h is  fatherland,  b eg in  to puft 

m o r e  s m o k e  or drink m o r e  beer  in order  to sw el l  th e  receipts  o f  

th e  E x c h e q u e r ?  B u t ,  s a y  s o m e ,  M r.  S p u r g e o n  o n ly  m e a n t  th a t  

it w o u ld  interfere  w i t h  trad e  to th e  pre judice  o f  th e  w o r k i n g  m a n .  

I f  he  m e a n t  th is  w h y  did he  not s a y  as m u c h ,  and  so let  all c la s s e s  

a m e n a b le  to in ju r y  th r o u g h  b ad  trade h a v e  sh are  in his  s y m p a t h y  ? 

B u t  h o w  w i l l  th e  A f g h a n  or Z u l u  w a r s  interfere  w i t h  tr ade  ? T h e r e  

is  n o  interest  th a t  co uld  be  m u c h  injured in E n g l a n d .  In fact  the  

w h o l e  cost  o f  th e  t w o  w a r s  is but a f leabite  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  the 

a d v e r s e  b a l a n c e  o f  trade  w i t h  A m e r i c a  w h i c h  is b e i n g  paid  for, and no 

one  c a r i n g  a bo ut  it. T h e  truth is th a t  e v e n  w e r e  it poss ib le  to d is co v er  

o n e  p er so n  th a t  h a d  been  injured f in a n c ia l ly  b y  th e se  tw o w a r s ,  or 

t h r o u g h  the w a r  inter fer ing  w i t h  o r d in a r y  trade to N a t a l ,  for th at  

one  w e  co uld  point to  a s core  th a t  h a v e  been m a te r ia l ly  benefi ted in 

the  extra  c i rcu la t ion  o f  m o n e y  in tr ansport ,  and in the  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  

o f  d o c k y a r d s  and  arsenals ,  and,  b es id es ,  the  sp ec ia l  exports  b y  the 

G o v e r n m e n t  h a v e  far e x c e e d e d  the v a lu e  in th e  reduct ion  o f  ordinary  

o n e s ,  i f  a n y  s u c h  h a s  ta k e n  p lace .

I f  it is the  w o r k m a n  in N ata l  th at  is th e  object o f  Mr.  

S p u r g e o n ’s s y m p a t h y ,  w e  th in k  w e  w o u ld  l ike  his  m u s c l e s  and 

s in e w s  a  l itt le m o r e  d raw n  on in the  s a m e  sty le,  e sp e c ia l ly  i f  he 

o w n s  a b u l lo ck  c a r t j u d g i n g  b y  th e  ra tes  th a t  h a v e  been  ch arg e d  

for transport  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  farm ers  o f  N a t a l  m i g h t  be injured, but 

it is  not these,  but th e  w o r k i n g  men o f  E n g l a n d  th at  h a v e  to get  

th eir  m u s c l e s  and  s in e w s  taxed,  and it is no sm al l  m a tt e r  mind 

y o u  ; it is a “  m u s c l e  and s i n e w  ’ question,  l a n g u a g e  indicat ive  

o f  cruel  op p re ss io n ,  a n d  ca lculated  to arou se  bitter an im o si ty .



F r o m  Mr.  S p u r g e o n ’s ta bern ac le ,  p o s s ib ly  n ot  a score  o f  pers0ns 

w ould  leave  th at  d a y  b e l i e v in g  o therw ise  than th at  the  w o r k in g  

m e n  w ere  to suffer.  N o t  one  out  o f  the m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  work" 

m g  m e n  w h o  read the s erm o n  in the n e w s p a p e r s  will  bel ieve  

ot erw ise  than t h e y  h a v e  to p a y  for th ese  w a rs  b y  th eir  labour,  and 

at t h e y  are to be robbed b y  b e i n g  ta xed  out o f  the  p roc ee d s  o f  

eir efforts,  a l t h o u g h  all the  w h i le  it w o u ld  baffle Mr.  S purgeon 

to p ro ve  t h e y  are affected in the  m o s t  in f in ites im al  m an n e r .  W h a t  

a co ntrast  here  b etw e en  the m o d e rn  pulpit  and the pulpit  of  earliest  

t im es.  St.  P a u l  freely  ad v ise d  on socia l  subjects ,  but c o n 

s p ic u o u s ly  a vo id e d  pol it ics .  W e  re v e r s e  th e  rule. P e r h a p s  in his 

d a y  the  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  le ss  o p p r e ss i v e ly  incl ined  th an  ours  • 

p er h a p s  there  w a s  a m ore  w a t c h f u l  opposit ion in both H o u s e s  o f  

a r h a m e n t  than w e  h a v e  n o w , — or shall  w e  s i m p l y  s a y  St.  P a u l  w a s  

m o re  th o u gh tfu l  in the  sele ct ion o f  his  su bje cts  and l a n g u a g e ,  

k n o w i n g  that an error m i g h t  p ro d u ce  discord  ?
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S U M M A R Y .

E n g l a n d  could  at  one t im e  g r o w  all  he r  o w n  food. A f t e r  a t im e  

h e r  popula t ion e x c e e d e d  h e r  ag r ic u l tu ra l  p o w e rs ,  but he r  m a n u f a c 

t u r i n g  c a p a c i t y  had  g r o w n  so m u c h  g re a t e r  th a n  th a t  o f  other 

co un tr ie s  th a t  w e  could  sell  m o re  g o o d s  t h a n  w e r e  sufficient to p a y  

for o u r  surp lus  food,— th e  e x c e s s  a d d i n g  to our  w ea l th .  F o r  so m e  

y e a r s  th is  sta te  o f  t h i n g s ,  w h i c h  looked so favo urab le ,  h a s  been 

re verse d ,  and our  su rp lus  food h a s  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  out  o f  the 

a c c u m u la t io n  o f  w e a l t h  o f  fo r m e r  y e a r s .  T h e  evil  is  i n c r e a s i n g  

y e a r ly ,  and  m u s t  e n d  in r u in i n g  th e  nation,  u n le ss  th e  w hole  

q ue st ion  be t a k e n  up in a  s t a t e s m a n l ik e  m a n n e r ,  w i t h  a v i e w  to th e  

future  o f  the  c o u n t ry ,  r e v e r s i n g  th e  p o l icy  o f  th e  las t  f e w  y e a r s ,—  

th a t  h a n d  to m o u t h  p o l ic y  w h i c h  co n sid e rs  e v e r y t h i n g  is  d on e  for 

th e  n a t io n  th a t  it can  require ,  c o m m e r c i a l l y ,  w h e n  th e  las t  farth ing  

is s a v e d  on th e loaf.

In  addition to the C u s t o m s  barriers  o f  o ther  n at ion s ,  w h i c h  could 

be r e m o v e d  under  p re ssu re ,  th ere  is th e  m o r e  p e r m a n e n t  diff iculty 

to be  co n sid e re d  th a t  t h e y  m a y  be able s h o rt ly  to m a n u fa c t u r e  as 

c h e a p ly  as w e  are n o w  d o in g ,  al l  th ose  art ic le s  th a t  w e  n o w  chie f ly  re ly  

on  as specia l i t ies .  W h e n  this t im e  arr ives  it wi l l  be im po ss ib le  for us  

to  p a y  for our surp lus  food e x c e p t  b y  our  capi ta l  or m a te r ia l  wealt h .  

W h e n  th a t  is go n e ,  th e  nation  m u s t  e m i g r a t e  until  th e  populat ion  

is reduced  to s u c h  l im its  as  our soil  w i l l  suppoit .

W e  c a n  a void  this i f  w e  will  at  o n c e  a t ta ch  India  to us  b y  d iv e r t 

i n g  the mil l ions  to he r  th a t  are n o w  sen t  to A m e r i c a ,  b y  b u y i n g  o u r  

food, corn,  & c . ,  o f  the  former,  instead o f  th e  latter. T h e  p e o p le  of



In d ia  w o u ld  b e c o m e  prospero us ,  and tak e  o u r  g o o d s  in e x c h a n g e .  

A t  th e  present t h e y  are i m po v er ish e d  b y  our  un ju st  and sh o rts igh ted  

pre fere n ce  for A m e r i c a n  prod uce,  and are u n ab le  to b u y  from us 

w h a t  t h e y  o th erw ise  would .

P a y i n g  A m e r i c a  and  o t h e r  countr ies  b y  s e n d i n g  t h e m  scrip,  

r e p r e s e n t in g  m a te r ia l  w ea lth  a c c u m u la t e d  b y  th is  c o u n t r y  in former  

y e a r s ,  or the  m ate r ia l  w e a l t h  g a th e re d  b y  the internal d e v e lo p m e n t  

o f  the p re se n t  period,  w o u ld  h a v e  s h e w n  its e v i l  ef fects ere  th is  had 

not the  internal d e v e l o p m e n t  excee d ed  th e  a d v e r s e  b a l a n c e  o f  

fo r e ig n  tr ade,  and so  c o n ce ale d  our  lo sses .  So l o n g  as th is  d e v e lo p 

m e n t  e x c e e d s  the a d v e r s e  b a la n c e  referred to,  so l o n g  m a y  w e  l ive  

in a  fool ’s p a r a d i s e  u n c o n s c io u s  o f  o u r  lo sses .  D i r e c t l y  th e  latter 

se r io u s ly  affects  th e  former,  th e  b a l a n c e  o f  tr ade  wil l  b e g in  to 

m a k e  i tse l f  felt ; th e  peo ple ,  b e c o m i n g  poorer ,  wil l  b e g in  to part 

w i t h  th eir  m a te r ia l  w e a l t h  w i t h o u t  a sufficient n u m b e r  o f  b u y e rs  ; 

th e  l a w  o f  su p p ly  and  d e m a n d  wil l  b r in g  prices  d o w n  rapid ly ,  and 

w e  shall  d is c o v e r  th a t  all  our  p r o p e r ty  h a d  but an art if ic ia l  va lu e ,  

a n d  see  that th e  nation  is  p e r m a n e n t l y  im po v e r ish e d .

M o d e r n  s o c i e t y  m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  create  its o w n  fields (sp e a k in g  

f ig u rat iv e ly )  for support ,  al l  c a n n o t  a c t u a l ly  till the  gro u n d ,  so  w e  

m u s t  m u t u a l l y  l ive  on e a c h  other.  T h e  artif icial  w a n t s  o f  e ac h  

c l a s s  are  the  acre s  that  w e  m u t u a l l y  c u l t iv ate .  I f  w e  d e s tr o y  a n y  

c l a s s  w it h o u t  in c r e a s in g  th e  e m p l o y i n g  p o w e r s  o f  th e  re m aind er ,  

w e  p ract ic a l ly  a l lo w  part o f  our  farm  to g o  out o f  cu l t iv at io n ,  w ith o u t  

i n c r e a s i n g  the  p rod uctive  p o w e r s  o f  the  r e m a i n in g  acres.

N o  m a n  or c la s s  o f  m e n  are  c o n s u m e r s  e x cep t  in a  s e c o n d a r y  

s e n s e ,  but all  are p rod ucers ,  d ee ply  interested in su rro u n d in g  c lasses ,  

a s  in their prosper i ty  rest  all prospects  o f  a m a rk e t  for their  w a re s  ; 

c o n s e q u e n t l y  it is a  s h o rts ig h te d  p o l i c y  that  keeps its e y e  o n l y  on 

h o w  to b u y  ch eaply ,  fo r g e t t in g  th at  w e  are m o re  d eeply  interested 

in the  quest ion  o f  m a r k e t s  for the  d isposal  o f  our  g o o d s  th an  in 

b u y i n g  a l o a f  or  a  pound o f  sugar .  !
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It is  n e c e s s a r y  th a t  all c la s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  w o r k m a n ,  s h o u ld  

e n d e a v o u r  to p ro d u ce  as  c h e a p l y  as poss ib le ,  in order  to b r i n g d o w n  

th e  c o m f o r t s  or lu x u r ie s  o f  life w i t h i n  th e  re ac h  o f  th e  h u m b l e r  

c l a s s e s  in th is  c o u n t ry ,  n ot  o n ly  th a t  th e ir  l ives  m a y  be benef i ted,  

b ut  th a t  th e  a r e a  o f  th e  m a r k e t  for  such  g o o d s  m a y  be e x te n d e d ,—  

th u s  g i v i n g  to th e  w o r k m a n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  better  e m p l o y m e n t  and  

th e  co m fo rts  o f  life a t  a  c h e a p e r  rate,  and  r a i s i n g  h im  to a  p o s i t io n  

in th e  soc ia l  sca le  u n o b ta in a b le  b y  a n y  o ther  m ean s .

N o  one  h a s  a n y  s p e c ia l  c la i m  to th e  tit le o f  p ro d u ce r  a b o v e  his  

fe l low s  ; w e  all  m e r e l y  l ive  b y  w o r k i n g  for th e  n e c e s s i t ie s ,  com forts ,  

lu x u r ie s ,  or v a n i t i e s  o f  e ac h  o th er ,— m o r e  often th e  th ree  latter.

It  is a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a r y  to our  n a t i o n a l  e x is t e n c e  th a t  w e  

p ro d u ce  c h e a p e r  t h a n  the fore igner ,  as  u n le s s  w e  do,  w e  c a n n o t  p a y  

for th e  surplus  food w e  m u s t  o b ta in  from  abroad,  e xcep t  out  o f  

cap i ta l ,  w h i c h  m u s t  in t im e  be e x h a u s t e d .  I t  is o b v i o u s  th a t  i f  

l a b o u r  is to be restr ic ted  b y  t r a d e s  ru les ,  and  pr ices  o f  g o o d s  r a is e d  

t h e r e b y  unt il  our  foreign m a r k e t s  are p a rt ia l ly  or w h o l l y  c lo sed,  

T r a d e s  U n i o n i s m  w i l l  b r i n g  th is  c o u n t r y  d o w n  from its h igh  

posit ion,  and th a t  e v e n  a l t h o u g h  our  F r e e  T r a d e  fol ly  should  m e a n 

w h i le  te r m in a t e .  T h e  T r a d e s  U n i o n  p r e v e n t s  th e  e x te n s i o n  o f  o u r  

h o m e  m a r k e t  b y  k e e p i n g  pr ices  a b o v e  th e  re ac h  o f  th e  h u m b le r  

c la s s e s ,  and  p art ia l ly  c lo se s  o u r  foreign m a r k e t  also.

It is n e c e s s a r y  th a t  w e  should  ra ise  from our  o w n  soil as  m u c h  a s  

poss ib le .  T h a t  food so  ra ise d  m u s t  be sold a t  a  litt le h i g h e r  pr ice  

to p a y  for o u r  f ight  w i t h  ad v e rse  condit ions,  in no  w a y  alters  th e  

fact  th a t  all  food so g r o w n  is a  gift  from N a t u r e ,  as th e  m o n e y  e x 

pen ded in t i l l ing  th e  g ro u n d  is c ircula ted  b y  the  a g r icul tur is t  th r o u g h  

all  c la s se s ,  and t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  the  p rosp er i ty  o f  th e  w h o le  ; w e  

th u s  retain the  m o n e y ,  and h a v e  th is  m o n e y ’s w orth  g iv e n  to us  

from th e soil,  as  it w ere ,  free ; but i f  th e  m o n e y  is sent abroad to 

b u y  gra in  in order  to s a v e  10 per  cent,  to th e  c o n s u m e r ,  w e  not o n ly



lo se  the  w h o le  o f  it, but lose  the  benefit  it w o u ld  h a v e  produced  here  

b y  c ircula t ion.  T h i s  c ircu lat ion  of m o n e y  from h a n d  to h an d  is  

t h e  s a m e  as  g i v i n g  e a c h  one w h o s e  hand it p a s s e s  th r o u g h  so  

m u c h  food and c lo th i n g  ; a  s o v e r e i g n  p a s s i n g  th r o u g h  t w e n t y  h a n d s  

g i v e s  to e ac h  t w e n t y  s h i l l i n g s ’ w o rth  o f  food..
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