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PROCEEDINGS

OP THE

OF THE FENIAN BROTHERHOOD.

In conform ity to the ca ll o f  the State Centre, John H am ill, the d e le ­
gates o f the various C ircles o f  the Fenian B rotherhood o f  California 
assem bled  at the Arm ory o f  the McMahon G renadier Guard, o f  San 
Francisco. N ovem ber 13, 18G7, at ten o ’clock , A . M.

The State Centre called  the C onvention to order at the appointed  
hour, and briefly addressed the assem bled d elegates as fo llow s :

-Brothers an d  Representatives :o f  the Fenian Brotherhood o f  the State o f  
California :

In consonance with the precedents o f  the past, and in com pliance  
with the call o f  the 5th o f O ctober, w e have again m et in the interests of 
Ireland and liberty.

Many o f  you, at much inconvenience and a great deal o f  expense^ 
have travelled  long distances to b e present on this occasion, thereby 
g iv in g  another evidence, i f  any w ere w anting, that neither tim e, p lace, 
circum stances, nor the vicissitudes o f life , nor aught on earth can sw erve  
you from the sustainm ent o f the cause to which, w ith an unselfish g en ­
erosity, you  have p lighted  your faith and fealty.

The officers to whose directions you  com m itted the organization in 
the past term, w ill endeavor to com pensate you  to som e ex ten t for the 
trouble o f com ing here, by p lacing unreservedly before you  a ll the in 
formation in their possession, and  to your hands restore the trusts com ­
m itted to their keeping.
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They invite a close scrutiny o f the manner in which they have dis­

charged their duties,, so that on your return to your constituents you may
be able to acquaint them w ith all m atters appertaining to our associa­
tion.

W hen the Convention is organized, you , gentlem en, w ill be the cus­
todians o f  the honor and interests o f the Fenian Brotherhood of this 
State, and on you w ill d evo lve the responsib ilty  o f determ ining in what 
manner California can best prom ote the interests o f Ireland, and dis­
charge her ob ligations to those gallant-hearted and true men who en­
deavor to d iscip line and direct the patriotism  o f the Irish peop le in the 
path to freedom .

It is scarcely  to b e presum ed, com ing as you  do from various 
portions o f  the State, and representing as you  do a ll classes o f our coun­
trym en, that differences o f  opinion w ill not arise W hatever differences 
o f opinion m ay ex ist, this is the p lace to d iscuss and settle them. That 
done, and the w ill o f  this Convention b eing  fu lly  and fairly expressed, 
le t all cheerfully  abide the decisions and support them. Thus only can 
w e preserve and foster our organization ; and should any man sharing 
your deliberations, afterwards raise his vo ice  against your clearly e x ­
pressed w ill, let him b e accounted henceforth a traitor unw orthy o f  trust 
or honor am ong Irishmen.

Perm it me to counsel you to strict reticence with regard to affairs 
herein transacted, and entreat o f  you close a- d immediate attention to 
the business o f  the Convention, that as little  unfinished business as p os­
sib le  m ay be left at your adjournment.

I erm it me also to indulge m y hopes and g iv e  expression  to a wish  
that your deliberations may be harm onious, and the result o f  this Con­
vention such as w ill g iv e  renew ed hope to our p eop le, and stim ulate to a 
renew ed activ ity  our associated brothers on the Pacific slope, that when 
the call to arms com es it may find us prepared to worthily do our duty  
to our country and the princip les w e have vow ed  to maintain.

On the conclusion  o f  the State Centre’s remarks, Mr. D. Campbell 
m oved that a Com m ittee o f five on Credentials b e appointed b y  the 
Chair. Seconded and carried.

The Chair appointed as said Com m ittee—

D. Cam pbell , Sm artsville.
J .  Mahoney , Sacram ento.
J. Minahan, San Jose.
T. L ynch, Em m et Circle, S. F.
J ames H arrold, Clontarf Circle, S. F.

T. J . Pow ers m oved that the Comm ittee on Credentials have pow er  
to se lec t the perm anent officers o f the Convention. Seconded and car­
ried.



A. J . D u n lea v ey  m oved  that a  C om m ittee o f  th ree on O rder o f  B usi­
ness b e  a p p o in ted . S eco n d ed  and carried . T he C hair a p p o in ted —

A . J .  D u n l e a v e y ,

P . W . D il l o n ,

J a m e s  B ig g i n s .

Mr. D u n le a v ey  m oved  that the C om m ittee  a p p o in te d  do n o w  p ro­
ceed  to b u sin ess, and rep o rt at tw o o ’c lo c k , P . M. C arried .

C on ven tion  then adjourned  u n til tw o  o ’clock .

A f t e r n o o n  S e s s io n .

C on ven tion  ca lled  to order at tw o  o ’c lo ck , by  S ta te  C entre H am ill.

C om m ittee on C red en tia ls, through their Chairm an, Mr. D. C a m p b ell, 
o f  S m a rtsv ille , \ u b a  co u n ty , m ade the fo llo w in g  rep o rt :

State Centre a n d  G entlem en  Y ou r C om m ittee h ave ex a m in ed  the  
cred en tia ls  su b m itted  to them , and find th e fo llo w in g  n am ed  d e leg a te s  e n ­
titled  to sea ts  in  this C on ven tion  :

W m. R. ST E W A R T ,

JA M E S H A R R O L D ,

J. C O N N E L L Y , T. L Y N C H .

C. R E A R D O N , J . C O N N E L L Y ,

J . M A H O N Y ,

P. R U T L E D G E .

D. C A M PBELL,

F . M A H O N,

T. J. PO W E R S,

J. M IN A H A N , W. P . D O U G H E R T Y , 

S er g ’t P . M ORRIS.

J. B IG G IN S,

E. D O O LY ,

P. F E N T O N ,

H . C U R R A N ,

P . DO O LY,

C olumbia C ir c l e . 

C lo n ta rf  C ir c l e . 

E mmet C ir c l e , San F ran cisco . 

W olfto n e  C ir c l e , Sonora. 

E mmet C ir c l e , Sacram en to .

M endocino. 

E mmet C ir c l e , S m artsv ille . 

S a r sfiel d  C ir c l e . San  F ran cisco .

M arysville . 

C orcoran  C ir c l e , S an  Jose.

C am p  B id w e ll. 

E mmet C ir c l e , P e ta lu m a .

G rass V a lley .  

S an ta  Clara. 

F olsom . 

P o in t San Jose.



M. T A R P E Y .
L a v el l e  C ir c l e , W atson ville .

A . J . D U N L E A V E Y .
W olfToxe C ir c l e , San F ran cisco .

P. T A G G A R T . T. C. K E A T IN G ,
M ission  C ir c l e .

W. F . W H ITE,
E mmet C ir c l e , Santa Cruz.

W. F A R R E L L . P. W. D IL L O N '
B en icia .

C H A S. M U R P H Y ,
N apa.

P . D IL L O N , -, - '
V allejo .

Y our C om m ittee recom m end  for p erm anent Officers, ih e  fo llo w in g  
nam ed g en tlem en  :

■

P r e s id e n t , .................................H. C U R R A N , F o lsom .
V ic e -P r e s id e n t s , ...................A . J. D U N L E A V E Y , San F rancisco.

.....................P. W. D IL L O N , B en icia .
S e c r e t a r ie s , ,  ............... ......... ,T. J . PO W ER S.

...............................W m. F A R R E L L .

...............................J. D. C O N N E L L Y .
S e r g ea n t -at-A rm s. ...............P. F E N T O N .

D A N IE L  C A M PB EL L . 1
J O H N  M IN A  H A N , I
JO H N  M A H O N E Y , I Committee.
T. L Y N C H .
JA M E S H A R R O L D , J

T he report w as rece iv ed  and adopted .

T he S tate C entre in trod u ced  Mr. Curran to th e C onvention , eu lo g iz ­
in g  h is patriotism  and a b ility  to p rop erly  d isch arge the duties o f  the p o si­
tion .

Mr. Curran took  the Chair am id m uch ap p lau se, and in an ab le  speech  
th an ked  the C on ven tion  for th e honor done him . and prom ised  to d is­
ch arge the d u ties o f  th e p osition  in a sp irit o f  fairness and im p artia lity , 
and  u rg in g  harm ony and u n ity  am ong the rep resen ta tives assem b led .

T he S ecreta r ies  cam e forw ard  and assum ed their re sp e c tiv e  duties  

Mr. F o le y  cam e forw ard  and asked  perm ission  to speak . G ranted.

Mr. F o le y  en tered  h is p ro test aga in st Mr. T a g g ert and J . C. K ea tin g ,
o f  M ission C ircle, b e in g  a llo w ed  sea ts  in  the C onvention .

Mr. F o le y  resum in g h is seat, Mr. H am ill rose to an ex p la n a tio n , and  
sta tin g  that after the adjournm ent o f  the la st S ta te  C onvention , th e Cir­
c le  w hich  the g en tlem en  rep resen ted  w ith d rew  from the S tate o rg a n iza ­
tion , b u t su b seq u en tly , see in g  their error, they  returned  to their a lleg ia n ce  
and  p la c ed  in m y hands the fo llo w in g  reso lu tion s, w hich I herew ith  su b ­
m it for the inform ation  o f  this C onvention  :
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“ W herea s . A t the time of h old ing  the State C onvention o f the Fenian  

Brotherhood, in O ctober last, w e w ere in possession o f  information to the 
effect that our brothers in Ireland w ould  certain ly take the field before  
the close o f  the year 18(>(î, to fight for Irelan d ’s freedom  ; and

W h erea s , P lacin g  im p lic it reliance in the authenticity  o f  said infor­
m ation, w e severed  our connection  w ith the State o rg a n iz itio n  for the 
purpose o f  rendering such aid as w e w ere capable o f  g iv in g  to the men 

who p ledged  their honor and m anhood to verify their prom ises, and 
strike another blow  at our hereditary enem y ; and

W h e r e a s . Our exp ecta tion s have not been realized , nor have the 
prom ises made to us been fulfilled, and therefore isolated  action  not 
b eing  in our opin ion  longer useful, nor ca lcu lated  to advance our cou n ­
try ’s cause, nor lik e ly  to e leva te  the character o f  Irishm en in the estim a­
tion o f  our fe llow -citizens, b u t rather ca lcu lated  to g iv e  pain  to Ireland's 
friends and com fort to Ireland’s enem ies'; therefore b e it

Resolved. That this C ircle do hereby recogn ize the C onstitution of  
the Fenian Brotherhood, adopted at P hiladelphia, and subsequently  re­
affirmed at P ittsburg, and more recen tly  at Troy, as the suprem e law  of 
the Fenian Brotherhood o f  the United States.

Resolved. That we hereby recognize C olonel R oberts as President o f  
our organization, and p led ge to the Irish army now  being  equipped  
under the direction o f said P resident ami the Senate o f the Fenian  
Brotherhood, our undivided support.

Resolved. That we hereby declare our adhesion to and our determ i­
nation to sustain the State organization, and its officers duly e lected  by  
the State C onvention on the 20th o f O ctober. 1866.

Resolved , That a cop y  o f  the foregoing resolutions b e p laced in the 
hands ot the State Centre, John U ain ill, and that he be requested to re­
open  com m unications with this Circle.

J ohn H am ill . E sq., S. C. F. B. C.— Dear  S ir The foregoing reso­
lutions were unanim ously adopted at a m eeting o f the Mission Circle, F .
B.. held Tuesday, 29th January, 18(w.‘7

JAM ES SHIELDS,
Secretary.

Several gentlem en made most pertinent remarks on t i n  question  
pending, and at ter some discussion it was m oved and seconded that a vote  
ot thanks be tendered to Mr. F o ley  for the patriotic m otives that induced  
him to com e before the Convention and g iv e  instructive information. 
Carried.

1 lie Convention decided that the gentlem en w ere entitled  to their  
seats.

San F rancisco, N ovem ber 13, 18(57.
To the Officers and M embers o f  the F ifth  State Convention o f  California :

G entlemen Your Committee on Order o f  B usiness respectfu lly  
recomm end the fo llow ing Order o f  Business :



10
ORDER OF BUSINESS.

1.— R eport o f  State Officers.
2 .— R eading o f  Correspondence.
3.—Exam ination o f  F inancial Affairs.
4.— Present State and Future P olicy  o f the California Branch 

o f the Organization.
5 .—R evision  o f  R ules o f  G overnm ent.
(i.—E lection  o f State Officers.
7.— Adjournment.

Your Com m ittee also recom m end the adoption o f  “ C ushing’s Man­
u al,” as R ules o f  Order.

A. J. D U N LEA V EY , ]
P. W. DILLON, L Committee.
JAM ES BIGGINS, J

On m otion, report received  and adopted.

Mr. H am ill introduced to the Convention our much honored State  
Treasurer, M yles D. Sw eeny, who was received  in the m ost cordial man­
ner, and who made a most eloquent appeal to all irishm en to b e united, 
and rally to the cause o f  Ireland. I lis  remarks were enthusiastically  
received .

On motion, the thanks o f  the Convention w ere tendered to Mr- 
Sw eeny.

M oved and seconded that the State Officers o f  F. B. o f  this State, be  
invited  to seats and voices in this Convention. Carried

M oved and seconded  that a Committee o f  three be appointed to e x ­
amine State Secretary's report, and the books and accounts of the F. B. 
o f California. Carried.

The Chair appointed
F arrell , o f Benicia,
Mahony, o f Sacram ento,
Dunlkavkv. o f San Francisco, 

as F inance Committee.

Mr. C am pbell m oved to adjourn to ten o ’clock , to-morrow.
Motion lost.

John H am ill, Esq., State Centre, came forward and read his annual 
report to the C onvention, which was received  with marks o f  pleasure  
and approval. (See page 19.)

On motion o f  T. J. Pow ers, that the State Centre’s report be unani­
m ously  adopted. Carried.

Mr. Ilam ill then proceeded to read correspondence containing let­
ters and telegram s from the President o f the F. B. The sentim ents and 
view s expressed in said letters m et the v iew s o f  the Convention, and 
were warm ly applauded.
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Mr. H a m ill n e x t  read  h is le tter  to the C lea v e la n d  C on gress, and the  

sta tem en ts th erein  co n ta in ed  w ere  u n an im ou sly  en d o rsed  b y  the C o n v en ­
tion .

S ev era l le tters  from  C o lo n el W alsh  w ere  read, w h ich  g a v e  g rea t sa t­
isfa ctio n , and w ere re c e iv e d  w ith  ch eers for th e w riter  and the n ew s c o n ­
ta in ed  in them .

M oved  and  seco n d ed , th at w e  do  n o w  adjourn to 7 A o ’c lo ck , P . M.
M otion carried .

N ig h t  S e ssio n , N o v em b er  13th.
P resid en t Curran p resid in g .
C on ven tion  c a lled  to ord er a t e ig h t  o 'c lo ck .
Mr. W hite m oved  th at a C om m ittee o f  five b e  a p p o in ted  b y  th is C on­

ven tio n . to con fer w ith a  s im ila r  n um ber o f  th e d issen tin g  p ortion  o f  the  
F. B. in th is c ity , and that th e m em bers o f  sa id  C om m ittee from  this C on­
v en tio n  b e  se lec ted  from th e co u n try  delegates.

A  v er y  l iv e ly  d iscu ssio n  en su ed , p a r tic ip a ted  in  b y  m an y  g e n tle ­
m en.

M otion p u t and carried .
The Chair a p p o in ted  M essrs. W. F . W hite, T. J . P o w ers . M atthew  

rI arp ey , C. R ierdon  and  W. F a rre ll as th e C om m ittee o f  C onference.

S erg ea n t M orris, o f  Camp B id w e ll, h ere in form ed  the C on ven tion  
th at h e  had ju st rece iv ed  orders th at rend ered  h is return  to h is p o st n ec­
essa ry , b u t b efo re  le a v in g  he w o u ld  p le d g e  h is C ircle  for a t least five  
h u n d red  d o llars tow ards the sum  requ ired  b y  the C levelan d  C ongress.

H e  b e lie v e d  w h en  the n ew s he had to com m u nicate to h is b rothers  
and fr iend s in h is n eigh b orh ood  w o u ld  reach  them , that th ey  w ou ld  
d o u b le  the sum  he nam ed.

M otion b y  S ta te  C entre H a m ill, that the thanks o f  the F en ian  
B rotherhood  of C aliforn ia  b e  h ereb y  ten d ered  to S erg ea n t M orris and  
th e B oys in B lue of Camp B id w ell M ilitary S ta tion , for th eir  lib era l co n ­
tr ib u tions to our organ ization . U n a n im o u sly  carried .

S tate C entre H am ill read a le tter  ju st rece iv ed  from  P resid en t R ob ­
erts. w h ich  w as en th u sia stica lly  rece iv ed .

On m otion , the C on ven tion  adjourned  u ntil ten  o ’c lo ck , A . M.. N o­
v em b er 14th.

Morn ing  S e ssio n , T hursday, N o v em b er  14th. 
P resid en t Curran p resid ing .
H ou se ca lled  to order at ten  o ’clock .
M inutes o f  p rev io u s day  read, and on m otion  adopted .
S tate Centre read  a le tter  from  D. J . M ahony, Centre V irg in ia  C ity  

C ircle, N evad a , w hich  w a s p a tr io tic  and a b le , and w e ll rece ived .



S ta te  C entre a lso  read a le tter  from  M. O ’R e illy , Esq.. H o w la n d  F lat, 
Sierra co u n ty , p le d g in g  his C ircle  for five h undred  d o llars ; and num er­
ous other letters, a ll prom ising  to use their b est efforts to sustain  the, 
efforts o f  our brothers in the E astern S tates.

M otion to g o  into C om m ittee o f  the W hole w as put and lost.

M otion that a C om m ittee o f  three be a p p o in ted  on A d d ress and R es­
o lu tion s, carried.

Chair a p p o in ted  M essrs. T arp ey , W hite and M urphy.

On m otion , it w as u n an im ou sly  reso lv ed  to add the S ta te  Centre and  
P resid en t Curran .to the C om m ittee.

M oved and seco n d ed  that this C on ven tion  do n ow  adjourn to m eet  
at e ig h t o ’c lock , th is ev en in g . C arried.

E v e n in g  S e s s io n .

C on ven tion  ca lled  to ord er at e ig h t o 'c lo ck , P. M.
P resid en t Cnrran in the Chair.
On m otion , read in g  m inutes o f form er session  d isp en sed  with.

C om m ittee on F in a n ce  m ade their report. (See p a g e  3 2 .)

S tate Centre John H am ill read  S ecre ta ry ’s report, g iv in g  in detail 
the rece ip ts  and d isb u rsem en ts o f  the o rgan iza tion  for the la st year, in 
con n ection  w ith  the rep ort o f  the F in an ce C om m ittee. (See p a g e  26.)

R eport o f  C om m ittee ad opted  u n an im ou sly , as read.

S ta te  C entre Joh n  H am ill m ade a m otion  that Win. F arrell and Mr. 
P. W. D illon  b e  ten d ered  a v o te  o f  thanks for sp ec ia l serv ices  rendered  
to this organ ization . Carried, w ith cheers.

A te legram  from P resid en t R oberts w as read b y  S tate C entre H am ill. 
w hich  e lic ite d  m uch ap p lau se. Mr. 11. recom m ended  the appoin t m ent o f  
a M ilitary B oard, and that the m ilitary  oath b e  p rinted  and sent to the 
C entre o f  each  C ircle.

The fo llo w in g  reso lu tion  w as offered b y  Mr. D u n lea v ey  :

Resolved, T hat the S ta te  C on ven tion  recom m end  and do h ereb y  em ­
p o w er the S. C. C. to a p p o in t a M ilitary B oard, w h ose d u ty  it sh a ll b e  to 
organ ize  the m ilitary  d ep artm en t, p ro v id ed  the action  o f  the M ilitary  
B oard shall be con cu rred  in by the S tate C entre and S ta te  Central C oun­
c il. Carried.

D eclaration  o f  p r in c ip les  o f (he C leavelan d  C ongress read, and on  
m otion w as u n an im ou sly  ad op ted  as read, as the sen tim ents o f  this Con­
v en tion .

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE.

C om m ittee rep ort progress, and on m otion w as a llo w ed  further tim e.
C om m ittee on A d d ress and R eso lu tio n s ask ed  further tim e. G ranted
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M oved and seconded  that the Secretary o f  the C. C. b e instructed  

to invite the m em bers o f the S. C. C. to attend the C onvention. Carried.
Moved and seconded  that any m em ber who feels d isposed  to address 

the C onvention for the good  o f  the organization be heard. Carried.

Moved and seconded that a vo te  be taken in the m atler of having  
a Fenian organ. '1 he m otion was carried.

Moved and seconded  that a com m ittee o f  five b e  appoin ted  by the 
Chair to present a plan for «he establishm ent o f  a Fenian organ. Com­
m ittee to consist o f Messrs. W hite. H am ill, Mahon. Pow ers. Fenton, to 
report at tom orrow. Carried.

On motion. Convention adjourned to 10 o'clock , A. M., Friday.

Morning  Sessio n , N ov. 15th, 1867.
P resident Curran presiding.
C onvention called  to order at IO5 o ’clock.
M inutes o f previous day read, corrected  and adopted.
Mr. W hite, Chairman o f Com m ittee on the establishm ent o f  a Fenian  

journal in this State, offered the fo llow in g resolution:
Resolved . That this C onvention recom m end to the Fenian Brother­

hood o f the State o f  California, the establishing ot a new spaper which  
shall b e entirely  under their control and ex c lu s iv e ly  devoted  to their 
interest, and which shall be the property o f  the organization.

R esolution unanim ously adopted.

The fo llow in g resolution  w^as offered b y  F . Mahon:
Resolved, That a com m ittee b e appointed  b y  this Convention, whose 

duty it shall be to devise, w ays and m eans in furtherance o f  the object 
su ggested  by the Com m ittee 011 A ddress and R esolutions, recom m ending  
the establishm ent o f  a Fenian organ; and it is recom m ended that the said  
com m ittee b e com posed of the fo llow ing gentlem en:

f Mr. CUR RAN , o f Folsom .
! Mr. WHITE, o f  Santa Cruz.

Fivmi Piuin'-i’v ! ^ r- T A R PEY , o f  Santa Cruz, r io m  m e country. ! /-o- ; Mr. J. M AH Q NY. o f Sacram ento.
1 Mr. POW ERS, o f  M arysville.
[M r. FENTON, o f  Santa Clara.

( Messrs. M ARTIN TARPEY.
From the c ity .-’ *• P H IL IP  MARKEY.

( -  JO H N  HAMILL.
Carried unanim ously.

A  com m unication was read from M yles D. Sw eeny, Esq., resigning  
his position as treasurer.

On m otion, it was received  and placed  on file.

A motion that we now adjourn till 2 o'clock, P. M. Carried.

On request o f  several members, Mr. A. J. D unleavey m oved for a 
reconsideration o f the vote on adjournment, which w as carried.



The C on ven tion  resum ed b usin ess.
Mr. I arrell m oved  that th is C on ven tion  recom m end  to all C ircles in 

the S ta te  to u se all m eans in their p o w er to rais^ the sum  o f  fifty thousand  
d o lla r s , or m ore, im m ed ia te ly  to assist in  the cause.

On m otion  the C on ven tion  adjourned till 2  o 'c lock .

A fternoon  S essio n . N ov . 15 18(57.

P resid en t H u gh  Curran, p resid in g . M eetin g  ca lled  to order at 2 £ 
o 'c lock .

M inutes o f  m orn in g  sessio n  w ere read, and, on m otion , ap p ro v ed  o f  
as read.

T he C om m ittee on R eso lu tio n s and A d d resses— through one o f  the 
C om m ittee , Mr. T a rp ey — w as read , and w as, on m otion , u nan im ou sly  
adopted* (S ee p a g e  — ).

On m otion  ot Mr. M ahony, that th e A d d ress b e  p u b lish ed  in as 
m an y p a p ers as in  the g o o d  ju d g m en t o f  the C om m ittee on P rin tin g  m ay  
see  p ro p er  ; and a lso  th a t five h u n d red  ex tra  co p ies  o f  the address b e  
p rin ted  in p am p h let form . C arried.

Mr. C o n n elly  ask ed  perm ission  to read  an A d d ress to the C on­
ven tio n .

P erm issio n  w as. on m otion , gran ted , and Mr. C on n elly  read a very  
a b le  and  w e ll  w r itten  address, w h ich  w a s w e ll rece iv ed  ; and on m otion , 
a v o te  ot thanks w a s retu rn ed  to  Mr. C o n n elly  for h is v ery  w e ll w ritten  
address. C arried . ^

M otion to adjourn to  8  o 'c lo ck  this e v e n in g . Carried.

E v en in g  S essio n , N ov. 15. 1867.

P resid en t Curran p resid in g . M eeting ca lled  to order at h alf-p ast 8  

o 'c lo ck . M inutes o f  aftern oon  session  read and a p p ro v ed .
On m otion  o f  Mr. C am p b ell, that a com m ittee b e  a p p o in ted  to draft 

an ad d ress to  th e p e o p le  o f  Ire la n d — am ended  b y  Mr. K ea tin g  to refer  
the reso lu tio n s to  the C om m ittee on R eso lu tio n s and A d d ress— the  
am end m ent w as lost.

Mr. C a m p b ell's  m otion  w a s a d op ted , and th e fo llo w in g  gen tlem en  
a p p o in ted  b y  th e C h air: Joh n  H a m ill, J . D. C on n elly , T im othy L yn ch .
F. M ahon, D an iel C am p b ell.

C o n v en tio n  took  a recess u n til the C om m ittee on C onference w ere  
rea d y  to report.

T he C o n v en tio n  w as c a lled  to ord er a t 9 o ’clock .
Mr. W hite, C hairm an o f  C om m ittee on C onference, reported  that no 

a rran gem en t co u ld  b e  effected  w ith  the d issen ters, and w ou ld  recom ­
m end the C on ven tion  to  p ro ceed  w ith  the e lec tio n  o f  th e S tate officers



im m ed ia te ly  and  co n c lu d e  th e b u sin ess; and w o u ld  a lso  recom m en d  that 
no n o tice  b e  tak en  o f  the e x is te n c e  o f  any F en ia n s  in  the S ta te  b u t those  
rep resen ted  here.

I t w a s m o v ed  and sec o n d ed  that the rep o rt o f  th e C on feren ce C om ­
m ittee  b e  n o t rece iv ed  u n til further ex p la n a tio n  b e  g iv en . C arried. 
W h ereup on  sev era l m em bers o f sa id  com m ittee  m ad e sta tem en ts  w h ich  
d em o n stra ted  to the en tire  sa tisfaction  o f  the C on ven tion  th a t u n ion  w ith  
th e d issen ters w as n ot p o ss ib le . A fter  a  len g th y  e x p la n a tio n  and  d eb ate , 
it w as m oved  and seco n d ed  that th e  rep ort o f  the com m ittee  b e  rece iv ed  
and  the com m ittee  d isch arged . Carried.

Mr. D. C am p b ell m o v ed  to g o  in to  e le c t io n  o f  officers. C arried.

F o r  S ta te  C entre, Mr. H am ill w as n om inated  b y  Mr. T a rp ey , an I 
seco n d ed  b y  Mr, D o o ly , and  u n a n im o u sly  e lec ted . H is  e lec tio n  w as  
h a iled  w ith  unan im ou s ap p la u se . H e  m ade a p a tr io tic  and e loq u en t 
sp eec h , w h ich  w a s en th u sia stica lly  rece iv ed .

O n m otion , that Mr. H a m ill b e  e lec ted  b y  a cc lam ation  as S ecretary  
as w e ll as S ta te  Centre o f  the B roth erhood  o f  th is S ta te , w h ich  w as car­
ried  w ith  m uch ap p lau se.

On m otion , that M yles D . S w een y , Esq., b e  d ec la red  the unan im ous  
ch o ice  of this C on ven tion  for T reasurer for the en su in g  year , he w as  
u n an im ou sly  e lec ted  am idst the en th u sia stic  ch eers o f  the C on ven tion .

E lectio n  o f  S ta te  C entral C ou n cil w as d ec la red  in  order, and the fo l­
lo w in g  nam ed g en tlem en  w ere  e le c te d  as C ou n cilm en  for the en su in g  
y e a r  :

S T A T E  C E N T R A L  CO UNC IL.

Ma r t in  T a r p e y , San F ran cisco .
M. E. H u g h e s , “
H on. F r a n k  M ahon ,
T im othy  L y n ch , “
A . J .  D u n le a v e y , •*
J as. McG u ir e , S acram ento.
P . K e r r ig a n , S m artsv ille .
P. W . D il l o n , B en icia .
M. T a r p e y , W a tso n v ille .
C. R e il l e y , G rass V a lley .
J . K aVenaugh , P eta lu m a.
M. O ’R e il e y , H o w la n d  F la t.
W. P . D o u g h e r t y , San  Jose .

On m otion  o f  Mr. C on n elly  that w e en d orse the C on stitu tion  o f  the 
C on gress o f  C levelan d . O hio. Carried.

M oved a n d  secon d ed , that the S tate C entral C ou n cil b e  em p o w ered  
to m ake such  am endm ents to  the C onstitu tion  as m ay be n ecessary  to 
the requ irem ents o f  this S tate. Carried.
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On m otion , that a quorum  o f  the S tate C entral C ouncil sh a ll consist 

of four m em bers. Carried.

On m otion  o f  D. C am p b ell, that a v o te  o f  thanks b e  retu rn ed  to Mr 
John  H am ill, S tate C entre and S ecretary , and also to Mr. M yles D 
S w een y , S tate T reasurer, and to the S tate C. C.. for the ab le  and honest 
m anner in  w h ich  th ey  d isch arged  their d u ties in  the past. Carried unani­
m ously .

On m otion  o f  T. J. P ow ers, that the sa lary  o f  the S tate S ecretary  be 
in creased  lo  tw o  h undred  d o lla rs  p er  m onth, b efore the m otion w as put 
Mr. H a m ill rose -and p rotested  a g a in st the in crease  o f  h is sa lary , and  
m ost p o s it iv e ly  d ec lin ed  to a c c e p t the sum . On Mr. H am ill's  request the 
m otion  w as w ithdraw n.

T he fo llo w in g  m otion  w a s then p u t :

R e so lv e d  T hat the sa lary  o f  S tate S ecretary  be one hundred  and  
fifty d o llars p er m onth.

C arried u nan im ou sly .
On m otion , the fo llo w in g  reso lu tio n s w ere p assed  u n an im ou sly  :

R eso lved , T hat th e thanks oi this C on ven tion  b e  tendered  to the g en ­
tlem en  w ho. at the so lic ita tio n  o f  our S tate C entre, con sen ted  to act as a 
C om m ittee for p rocu rin g  aid  for the p risoners' fam ilies  in Ireland , which  
duty  they  h a v e  perform ed  w i'h  a b ility , fid elity  and zeal.

W h e r e a s , D uring the p a s t  y ea r  sev era l o f  our brothers h ave fa llen , 
eith er w h ilst g a lla n t ly  figh ting , as C row ley , or from w ou n d s rece iv ed  in  
b a ttle , as L ynch , and others h a v e  b een  d on e to death in d u n geon s b y  the 
fiendish m a lig n ity  o f  our brutal en em ies ; therefore be it

R esolved , T hat th is C onvention  p la ce  011 record  its ap p recia tion  o f  
the fid elity  to freed om  and n a tiv e  land  d isp la y ed  b y  these, our cou n try ­
m en. w h eth er in the o ld  or n ew  w orld , and as the m ost fitting tr ib u te  to 
their m em ories w e h ereb y  p le d g e  o u rse lv es to p u t forth ev e ry  en ergy  o f 
our natures to secu re the trium ph o f  the ca u se  for w hich  they  died.

W h e r e a s , D uring th e  p a s t  y ear  i t  has p leased  the A lm ig h ty  to take  
from  th is  w orld  one o f  Ire la n d ’s m ost g ifted  sons, G eneral Thom as F ran ­
cis M eagher, and the g a lla n t so ld ie r , d ev o ted  p a tr io t and illu str io u s ora­
tor h as  b een  rem oved  from his sphere o f  u sefu ln ess and honor : and

W h e r e a s . T he la st act o f h is life  in  con n ection  w ith  Irish national 
affairs w as to p la c e  on record , through our S ta te  officers, h is unfaltering  
fid elity  to cou n try  and cause, and h is sym p ath y  w ith  the efforts o f  the 
F en ian  B rotherhood, and his earnest d esire  to a id  those efforts b y  his in ­
fluence and su pp ort ; therefore

n eso lved ,. T hat w h ile  we su bm it w ith  h um ility  and resign ation  to 
the w ill o f  the A lm igh ty , w e do m ost s in cere ly  and d eep ly  d ep lore  the 
u n tim ely  end  o f  one. w hose u n sw erv in g  d ev o tio n  to p r in c ip le , d isin ter­
ested , lofty  patriotism , and n ob le  sacrifices, h a v e  earned  the gratitud e and
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J er S r t y f hiS fe,l0W COlmtrymen’ and ° f  a11 wh0 lo™ c‘vi] and r<*v

t i o n a U r ^ h Ï i S l ^ Ï Ï  d“atl1 the SaCKd —  of Da~
character and the L L m L o f  be ° ° n se™  »«' *be en erg ies o f  h i, 
through life he was ever the I tld nscendent gen ius, and o f  which  

an irreparable losT- Ind  t t  T  defender- ^  su sta in ,d
o f which he w as at ^  ^  ^
perm anent m onum ent to bis fame • and hi • * I remain as a
-  -  hearts o f  his gratefu , c Z ^

r ^ ; : ° r  r avi widow and
heartfelt condolence in this, their great affliction. “

Resolved , That this pream ble and the*e resolute,™  k 
the city  papers, and that the Secretary is hereby requested J1Sh.ed  in
. . . .  m  » y c . r t  „ „ „  l0  ,„ e * ,  Bnrt S " ,  £ £ , * “

^ ï S 5 s s r . s ç s « w r r  ̂
avenge them. 7  ' V p,e<1S e our b est effort, to

Resolved, T h a t th e  la te  d isas te rs  should 
against em barking in any project in whjch t t a v ™
to make reprisals for the inhuman p ractices o f  t h l  en «PPortum ty  
baulk their too easily  acquired triumphs. by

Resolved, T h a t the  g a lla n t-h e a rte d  an d  tru e  m en  o f  n n r  , o v 
now suffering, in British dungeons, the p en alty  which Fn Î  ^  
long  successfu lly  succeeded in inflicting on those o f  „ r l  t0°

r r ,r”  “  * " • • *  *"•' z  Z z z j  t °
■—  « :

,o  •'«” ^ S r b « l J ! ï , r i b ' ^ M r r 5 4i£ r i t
f o ~ 1 ™ 0 , " i i r i' ’ r * ''o r , ‘ ' ' ' 11 b °  ” *í ' ,,j' r * " “  « f  c í i í

6  1,86 0 f  this A™ - y  in which to hold this Convention. 6

Resolved, That the thanks o f  this Convention are due to the r » r f  
nia Steam N avigation Co., to the Sacram ento V a lley  R R Co and f  
San Francisco and San Josp K n  r v  +• • ’ d to ^ e
respective homes f r Ï  o f  ch afge ’ ^  to * *

o n  motion, adjourned sine die, subject to the call o f  the State Centre.

B



REPORT OF STATE CENTRE,

S an F rancisco , N ovem b er 13, 1867.

To the Representatives of the te u ia n  B rotherhood  o f  the S late o f  C alif01 n ia r 

in  Convention assembled :

G e n tle m en  and B r o th er s  :
In co n so n a n ce  w ith  th e  requ irem en ts o f  our organ ization , you r State  

officers. co:ne b e fo r e  y o u  to su rrend er in to  yo u r  hands the trusts aud  
p o w er w ith  w h ich , as rep resen ta tiv e s  o f  the p eo p le , y o u  in v ested  them. 
R eco g n iz in g  our fu ll a cco u n ta b ility  to  y o u  and our associa ted  brothers, 
w h o se  rep resen ta tiv e s  y o u  are , w e  in v ite  a c lo se  in v estig a tio n  o f  th e  
m anner in w h ich  w e  h a v e  d isch arged  the trusts com m itted  to our k eep ­

in g . ' %' *" 1 ‘ ' 'y '
It b eco m es m y m ore e sp ec ia l duty  to g iv e  y o u  a  résum é o f  our acts

d on e in the in terests  o f  the organ iza tion , th at y o u  m ay w e ig h  them  care­
fu lly  and d eterm in e co rrec tly  h ow  far those acts h ave b een  d ictated  
p atrio tism  and an earn est d esire to  prom ote the b est in terests o f  the

B rotherhood ,
l a  the d isch arge o f  th eir  d u ty , yo u r  S tate officers p rep ared  to g iv e  

v ig o r  to  the sp ir it o f  the org a n iza tio n  b y  the e x c e lle n t  a d v o ca cy  o f  our 
p rin c ip les  b y  th e g a lla n t and a b le  C o lon el W alsh. H is lec tu r in g  tour  
w a s v er y  sa tisfactory , and p ro d u ctiv e  o f  go o d  resu lts  in  g iv in g  increased  
sp ir it to  the m ovem en t in  ev e ry  p la c e  he v is ited . T he lo ss o f, h is ser­
v ic e s  has b een  sev e re ly  fe lt  b y  y o u r officers ;*but, th ou gh  ab sen t, he has 
n o t fo rg o tten  us, and am ong th e corresp on d en ce herew ith  subm itted  
to y o u  w ill b e  fou n d  sev e ra l o f  h is letters, g iv in g  tru th fu l sta tem en ts o f  
th e p rogress and  d ev e lo p m en t o f  our organ iza tion  e lsew h ere , U h e n  
here he serv ed  the cause fa ith fu lly , and w hen  ab sen t lie  has b een  true to 
his prom ises and p u n ctu a l in the transm ission  o f  in te llig e n c e  to us. and I 
ta k e  th is op p ortu n ity  o f  a ck n o w led g in g  the o b lig a tio n s w e are u nder to

It is a  m atter o f  reg ret th at sca rce ly  bad you r d e leg a tes  reached  
their h om es after com in g  to the d ecision s arrived  a t in y o u r .la st C onven­
tion , w hen  the fe ll sp ir it o f  d iscord  m anifested  itse lf, and factiom sm  as­
sum ed  an organ ized  form . A ccu sation s a lik e  aga inst the d elegates w ho  
com p osed  that C on ven tion  and the officers o f  the organ ization  w ere
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m ade, l o u r  officers d id  n ot n o tice  th ose  irration a l a ccu sa tio n s, as th ey  
fe lt  co n v in ced  that th eir  v er y  a b su rd ity  w o u ld  insu re , as th ey  h a v e  d on e , 
their ow n  d efeat.

N otw ith sta n d in g  th ose  efforts to in jure the org a n iza tio n , y o u r  officers 
co n tin u ed  b y  ev e r y  h on orab le  m eans to en d ea v o r  to co n c ilia te  th ose so p . 
arated  from  us ; and  w hen  the n ew s o f  the la te  d isastrou s r is in g  in  
Ire lan d  reach ed  u s. n eg o tia tio n s  w ere in itia ted  for the b r in g in g  a b o u t o f  
u n ion , w hich  resu lted , as y o u r  officers b e lie v e d , in  e ffec tin g  that p u r p o se  • 
and  both  at a p u b lic  m eetin g  and b y  c ircu la r  le tter  a d d ressed  to the Cir­
c le s , I  a n n o u n ced  w h a t I b e lie v e d  to b e  the fact. M em bers o f  th e S ta te  
C ou n cil, h ow ever , w ere  n o t so ea s ily  im p ressed  w ith  a b e l ie f  in  the s in ­
c e r ity  o f  th e p arties on the oth er s id e  w ho had form ed  that a llia n ce  It 
is  m ore b eco m in g  that I sh ou ld  refer y o u  to the m in u tes  o f  the m eetin g s  
o f  th e S ta te  C. C. for a record  o f  the p ro ceed in g s  in that con n ection .

l im e ,  the g rea t tester  o f  tru th , h as d em on stra ted , a la s !  in  ru ined  
h o m es and d eso la ted  fa m ilies , the fa lla cy  o f  Ihe o p in io n s o f  our o p p o ­
n en ts. B e it you rs, g en tlem en , to a v o id  lik e  errors.

 ̂  ̂ Our re la tio n s w ith  the P res id en t and S en a te  F . B ., h a v e  resu lted  in  
g iv in g  to us in crea sed  r e sp e c t for th ose  g en tlem en , and a m ore in ten se  
b e lie f  in th eir  lo fty , d is in terested  patriotism . T heir p r o m i s e s >  n ot o u t­
run th e b o u n d s of reason , nor do  th ey  ex h a u st the cred u lity  o f  m en bv  
h o ld in g  forth  im p o ssib le  and b ew ild e r in g  p ro sp ects. I h erew ith  su b m it 
to  y o u  co p ies  o f  se v e ra l o f  th e m ore im portant, le tters  rece iv ed  from  
them . F rom  these le tters  y o u  w ill  see  w h at is  e x p e c te d  from  y o u - e x  
p ecta tio n s  I h op e y o u  w ill a t o n ce  rea lize .

The sta te  o f  the org a n iza tio n  in this S ta te  is n o t as v ig o ro u s  as w e  
co u ld  w ish to h a v e  it ; b u t w hen  the o b sta c le s  to our p ro g ress  are taken  
in to  con sid eration , it w ill b e  ad m itted  that it is y e t  in a p o sit io n  to ea s ily  
an d  sp eed ily  re tr iev e  the p ast, and a ch ie v e  g rea ter  resu lts  in  fu ture than  
a n y  it has y e t  a cco m p lish ed . In the m id st o f  d isco u ra g em en ts  n ew  Cir­
c le s  h ave b een  added  to  our R o ll, and w ith  p ro p er ly  d irected  e ffo ila
m uch  m ore m ay b e  done in the w a y  o f  organ ization  and  co n seq u en t in- 
crea se  o f  pow er.

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

F irst. I t  is in d isp en sa b le  to th e w e ll-b e in g  and  effic ien cy  o f  the
S ta te  organ iza tion  that y o u  a d o p t a  co d e o f  la w s in su b ord in ation  to the
requ irem en ts o f  the G en eral C on stitu tion , and p ro v id e  m eans for their  
p rom p t en forcem ent.

Second— T hat you  take such  step s as w ill insure the sp eed y  form a- 
tion  and organ ization  o f  the T w enty-first R eg im en t I. R . A .

Third.—T hat y o u  p ron ou n ce d istin ctly  on  the cou rse o f  the o rg a n i­
zation  in the U # ited  S tates, and sta te  p r e c ise ly  its  re la tion s to re lig io n  
an politics and th a t y o u  h o ld  our organ iza tion  so le ly  d ev o ted  to the  
ob ject for w hich  it w as fou n ded — the lib era tio n  o f  Ireland .
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F ou rth .— T hat y o u  d ev ise  m eans to  at on ce  com p ly  w ith  the fu lfil­

m ent o f  the prom ises m ade in our nam e b y  C olon el W alsh.

O f the g en tlem en  y o u  associa ted  w ith  m e in the d irection  o f  your  
affairs, I can n ot sp ea k  in term s o f  too  grea t praise. A ll  o f  them  b ein g  
b u sin ess m en, I h a v e  found them  on ev ery  n ecessary  occasion  a tten tive  to 
the ca lls  o f  d uty , and each  o f  them  has d ev o ted  m uch v a lu a b le  tim e to 
the b u sin ess o f  the organ ization . In surrend erin g  in to  you r hands the 
b u sin ess o f  the d epartm ent, as a p rop er c lo se  to m y official acts, I tender  
to  them  m y sin cere  and h ea rtfe lt thanks for the m any a cts o f  con sid era­
tion , h e lp fu l aid  and w ise  co u n se ls  rece iv ed  from  them . I tender them  
m y a ck n o w led g m en ts for the firm ness w ith  w hich  th ey  d irected  m e  
arigh t, w hen , on som e im p ortan t occa sio n s, I w as som ew hat d isp osed  to 
y ie ld  to fa ctio n 's clam or. T heir re e lec tio n  is  e ssen tia lly  n ecessary  to 
the w elfare o f  the organ ization .

In  a sp ec ia l m anner y o u  are in d eb ted  to the u nfa lterin g  fid elity  and  
p u re  p atrio tism  o f  yo u r  v en era b le  S ta te  T reasurer. T im e d oes b u t seem  
to in crease h is d ev o tio n  to freedom , race and n a tiv e  land.

The C ongress a ssem b led  a t C leave lan d  has paid  a m erited  com p li­
m ent to a w orth y  and v en era b le  p a tr io t, and to C alifornia, b y  e lec tin g  
M. D. S w een y  to the S en ate  o f  the F. B.

C om m itting  in to  y o u r  hands the en tire affairs o f  the S tate organ iza­
tion , w ith  the assu red  h o p e  that you r d elib era tio n s w ill con d uce to the  
s till further d ev e lo p m en t o f  our organ ization , and render it m ore efficien  
for th e p u rp oses for w hich  it w as in stitu ted , thus g iv in g  in creased  hope  
to our cou n try , v in d ica tin g  the a b ility  o f  our race and sen d in g  fear in to  
the heart o f  our accu rsed  enem y.

R e sp ec tfu lly  su bm itted .
JO H N  H A M IL L ,

S . C. F. B ., Cal.

[ N o t e .— The S tate C entre here  read from the Journal of the S tate Central 
Council, the  official report o f the pledges m ade a t the tim e above referred  to  by 
those separated  from us.]



A D D R E S S

TO TUE

C IT IZ E N S  OF TH E  U N ITE D  ST A T E S
FROM  T H E

Fifth Regular State Convention, F. B., CaK

D eep ly  im p ressed  w ith  th e ju stice  and sou nd  p o lic y  o f  su b m ittin g  to 
the w orld  the p r in c ip le s  w h ich  a ctu a te  us, as m uch to d isarm  th e en ven ­
om ed  shafts o f  p reten d ed  fr iend s, as to secu re  th e g o o d  w ill and a ctiv e  
co -op eration  o f  a ll lib e r ty -lo v in g  aud ju s t  m en,— W e, the R ep resen ta tiv es  
ot the F en ian  B rotherhood  ot the S ta te  o f  C aliforn ia , in  C o n v en tio n  
a ssem b led , n ow  so lem n ly  an n ou n ce  and d ec la re—

F irstly , to ou r fe llo w  citizen s, the b rave, p a tr io tic  and m agnan im ous  
A m erican  p eo p le , that so lo n g  us the cruel tyran n y  o f  E nglan d  is en forced  
on  the p e o p le  ot Ireland , so lo n g  w ill w e con tin ue to “ con sp ire  aga inst 
and com pass its  overthrow . ' A nd  that an y  p o w er  on earth , be it Chris- 
tion  or P agan , that m ay h a v e  cau se o f  quarrel w ith E n g lan d , w ill find in 
us a firm fr iend  and a lly . A nd  in this con n ection  it is  b u t ju s t  th at w e  
sh ou ld  la y  b efore the tr ib u n a l o f  A m erican  p u b lic  op in ion , a few  (and  
n ecessarily  b u t a few ) o f  the m an ifo ld  g r iev o u s  acts o f  inhum an tyrann y  
w hich that w ick ed  and tyran n ica ’ g o v ern m en t has in flic ted  on Ireland . 
P relim in a ry  to  these accu sa tion s, it is deem ed  p ro p er  to  briefly  revert  
to  the h istory  o f  th is R ep u b lic , and to rem ind  the reader o f  the “ c lem ­
en cy  o f  the m other cou n try  ' in  the W ar o f  In d ep en d en ce . E n glan d , at 
that tim e, w ith  ch aracter istic  p resu m p tion , assum ed the righ t to go v ern  
North A m erica , and her g o u ty  aristocracy  to en s la v e  the C olon ies b y  
aggran d iz in g  th em selves. T he p rotracted  w ar, w a g ed  w ith  a fero c ity  
u n b ecom in g  a c iv ilized  sta te  o f  so c ie ty , te lls  how  e a r n e s t -h o w  fea rfu lly  
earn est— th ey  w ere in their d ia b o lica l intent. C o l. M cK ee, and his 
L ieut. G irty, o f  infam ous m em ory , are in our day p erson ated  b y  J u d res  

eon gh  and M orris. T h e fires o f  W yom in g  are rek in d led  at P en to n v ille
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and M ountjoy— the on ly  difference being, that the former was mere humane 
and m erciful, because more instantaneous, than the latter. W ashington 
City, be it remem bered, had  her ideas o f  R epublicanism  illum inated by  
the l i g h t o f  British freedom . My Lord Packenham  w ould have e x ­
tended the •• p ro tectio n ” o f  the U nion Jack  and the -‘ ever glorious 
British Constitution ” over the benighted peop le of N ew  Orleans, but 
was frustrated in the *‘ laudab le design ” b y  one who probably w ould  
have been a “ loya l subject, '7 had it not been for the laws which G eorge  
the Second had occasion to im precate as causing him the loss o f  such  
subjects. Later still in the history of A m erica, w e find the impress of 
British treachery on  every  page. When the sword and torch are ban­
ished across the A tlan tic , the pen and press and forked tongues are 
invoked  to maim and w ound ‘’ Cousin J o n a th a n ” : Em ancipation Socie­
ties are b egotten  with the fecundity o f  the rabbit. S lavery, human 
slavery, cannot, m ust not b e cotem poraneous with the freedom  o f the 
Briton. E xeter H all agents are salaried and pensioned to go  abroad and 
preach deliverance to ‘‘benighted  A m erica.” The p ub lic mind is tossed  
and sw ayed  b y these g ifted  incendiaries ; and war. dire war, w ith its train 
o f horrors, is precipitated on the U nited States— and lo !  where is that 
brood o f  serpents gon e to? Go look for them in the arsenals and dock  
yards o f  Britain, superintending the construction o f  A labam as and Shen- 
andoahs, or b lockade runners for the *• descendants o f  our Cavaliers 01* 
else, search for them in the sanctum s o f  the British press, pouring out 
their envenom ed souls in gangrened allusions to the status, m orale and 
personnel, o f  our arm ies, and hold ing out inducem ents to the brave and 
gallan t southron to protract a w ar in which he had no prospect o f  suc­
cess— and with the u lterior m otive o f  ‘-com ing in at the death,” and* 
perchance, to offer us a protectorate, a  la  Honduras. Thvse are speci­
m ens o f John B u ll’s loving em braces to our people,'w hom  he, to-day, 
both hates and fears. And mark our prediction : his spies w ill be sent, 
indeed already are in our m idst—in the pu lp it, on the rostrum, in the 
press—everyw here, te llin g  you about “ the ties o f  consanguinity, o f  
language, o f  religion , o f origin ,” etc., etc., which bind the two nations in 
such lov in g  bond s o f unity.

But lest designing dem agogues should m isrepresent our language  
and m eaning, when speaking o f England and her peop le, w e now solem nly  
declare that we deep ly  sym pathize with the ill-governed  and im pover­
ished peop le of England ; that w e recognize the fact to be that their 
enem ies and oppressors are our enem ies and oppressors ; that it is the 
corrupt aristocracy o f Ireland, as w ell as o f  England and Scotland and 
W ales, that w e war against ; that the tool o f oppression is all the same to 
us, whether the m aterial o f  its manufacture be Saxon or Celtic that the 
“ Bread R io ts” throughout England, the distress so prevalent in the  
manufacturing districts— the squalid poverty , and the shocking immor­



23
ality  to b e m et w ith  in all her tow ns and c itie s—are liv in g  proofs that 
even  the Englishm an is beggared  to feed a pam pered aristocracy, to arm 
and equip an army to enforce “ their ” rights, and to lash the m asses into  
subjection. The cunning p o licy  o f England is now , and a lw ays has been  
to array C elt against Saxon, Protestant against C atholic, etc., that the 
dissensions o f the p eop le  m ight d irect their attention  from the w rongs  
inflicted on them, and weaken them  in any attem pt to redress them. 
•‘ The g lo ry  of E ngland ,’7 are the m onum ents b u ilt to “ K ing W illiam .'’ 
Adm iral Lord N elson, Arthur, Duke o f  W ellington, etc. ; and w e ask 
Englishm en, in the nam e o f com m on sense, w hat benefit did they ever  
d erive from Trafalgar, the N ile, or W aterloo? other than an onerous 
burden o f taxation , an addition to the “ p eerage,”  and the consequent 
pension to support the d ign ity o f the title , out o f  taxation.

The “ free Britain ,” as he is iron ica lly  ca lled , is fast becom ing tired  
o f his u  freedom .” The hare, rabbit,, pheasant, grouse and w oodcock  o-f 
the field, which God created for m an’s use and benefit ; the trout o f  the 
brook, and the fish o f the sea, are a ll forbidd en  f r u i t  to the Englishm an in 
his native country. H e is free to labor and toil, w ithout any o f  the b en ­
efits or com forts w hich honest and honorable labor and industry secure  
in other lands ; free to jo in  the arm y, to enforce the claim s o f  the R oyui 
East India Com pany, and ride dow n the budding aspirations for real 
freedom  w hich p eriod ica lly  d ev elo p s itse lf  even  beneath the shadow  o f  
royalty . To the p eo p le  o f England, then, who have the m anliness and the 
G od-like (because G od-given) attributes o f  freedom , and desire to rend 
the chains that bind them, w e offer the good  right hand o f  friendship, of 
fellow ship, and succor, and beg o f  them to understand that, because w e  
are Fenians, w e are not necessarily  enem ies to E ngland’s m asses but 
rather the reverse. Our enem ies are those only w ho m isgovern England  
as w ell as Ireland— the enem ies o f  freedom  and self-governm ent— the 
plunderers who usurp to them selves the “ lega l and constitutional right ” 
to own and possess all the lands o f a country, as w ell as all the beasts o f  
the field and the birds o f  the air. This class are our enem ies— w e care 
not whether they are English, Scotch, or Irish ; and their enem ies are 
our friends, irrespective o f country. England for the English, as w e ll as 
Ireland for the Irish, is the corner-stone o f  our faith.

F u lly  conscious o f the m agnitude o f  undertaking, in a paper o f  this 
kind, to do more than g lan ce at the innum erable crim es and cruelties  
which have been  perpetrated on Ireland, with the sanction  o f  the Crown 
o f England, w e w ill pass in silen ce over the m urdered bodies o f our 
forefathers in the b lood y epochs o f S trongbow , o f the “ V irgin  Queen,' 
o f Cromwell, o f the confiscations o f  Jam es I., and exam ine briefly i f  we 
have any provocation or justification for our present attitude towards 
the G overnm ent o f G reat Britain. To say that the corrupt Church E stab­
lishm ent, w ith all its appurtenances o f filth, fraud and deceit, is ample
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provocation, w ould be false and untenable, because even  that m onstrosity 
is. at worst, b ut a sickening, d isgusting nuisance, which w ould hardly 
justify revolution.

It w ill be said b y  som e that the accursed U nion with England, and 
the loss o f  legislation  to the p eo p le  of Ireland, m ight be borne, under  
certain circum stances. But where is the servile  slave who w ill tam ely  
subm it, w hen the G overnm ent proclaim s that it is its p o licy  and deter­
mination to banish and b lo t out o f  ex isten ce the entire Irish race, arul 
g iv e  over their country to the stranger? It is w ithin the recollection  o f us 
all w hen our ow n G overnm ent, m oved to com passion by the w ails of want 
wafted to these shores from across the A tlantic, sent her ships laden down  
to the gunw ales with the products o f  our teem ing soil, that the “ red- 
tapeism  ” o f  beneficent England stood  as an im penetrable barrier b e­
tw een  the bounty o f  A m erica and the Irish p eop le, perishing o f  British 
m anufactured fam ine ! A  synonym  for m agnanim ity is  the G overnm ent 
o f Britain !

B ut w hy accum ulate more ev idence to p rove the ju stice  o f  our 
cause. A lready every im partial ju d ge and jurym an in all Christendom  
have admitted that w e are right. And God w illin g , and with the aid o f w ell 
stored m agazines, w e hope to enforce the judgm ent, and that at the very  
earliest opportunity. In the meantim e, the Lord Lieutenant o f  Ireland, 
and his bosom  friend Talbot, can scour the rural districts o f that unfor­
tunate island, im provising Fenian Circles, and then transporting the 
members for treason-felony on their own testim ony.

Can it be possib le that the p o licy  o f  our G overnm ent is reflected in 
the seem ing indifference o f  our statesm en to the wrongs inflicted on her 
citizens, b y  a foreign and unfriendly pow er, for an expression  o f  p o liti­
cal opinions, which they held and pronounced on our own soil, and for 
w hich they are now  suffering a ll the rigors o f  heartless prison d iscipline  
and v ind ictive persecution, w ithin the Procrustean precincts o f Mountjoy 
and P en ton ville , and tor which those prison* have becom e so notorious?  
Can it b e possib le that we have already forgotten and forgiven England’s 
neutrality  in our late w ar? IIow  the nim ble ‘‘ Dear H o u n d ” coursed  
round in the offiug. w atching with deep solicitude the engagem ent b e­
tw een the K earsarge and the British-built, British-manned, and British- 
gunned Alabam a, and bear off to the neutral shores o f  England, Admiral 
Sem m es? H ow  b ellicose  our British Lion grew  over the heaving-to o f  
the Trent, and how philosophically  she takes an insu lt when it cannot be  
helped. H ow  she connived at, and alm ost encom passed the destruction  
o f our m erchant marine, w e ll know ing that our loss w ould be her gain ; 
and i f  she could  effect the com plete, or even partial, destruction o f  our 
com m ercial and m anufacturing interests, her great and still grow ing  
rival w ould  be at the m ercy o f  perfidious Albon.

From  the foregoing statem ent o f facts, all candid men m ust be con



v in ced  that the in terests  o f  Ire la n d  and  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta tes are id e n t i­
ca l. and that the E nglish  G o v ern m en t is. and ev e r  has b een , the u n r e len t­
in g  foe o f  b oth  cou n tries. H en ce , w e  con fid en tly  a p p e a l to  ev e r y  friend  
o f  the Irish  race, to  fa ll in to our ranks, and  b and  to g e th er  as on e m an, to 
v isit w ith  a ju s t  retr ib u tion  that org a n ized  sy stem  o f  sp o lia tio n , m isca lled  
the G overn m en t o f  E nglan d .

W h ile u rg in g  y o u , fe llo w -co u n try m en , ea rn estly  to co -op erate  w ith  
us in the u rg en tly  n eed ed  w ork  o f  e ffec tiv e  p rep a ra tio n , w e  d isc la im  an y  
d esire , on our ow n  part, or on th e p art of our O rgan ization , to com m it 
y o u  to p a rtic ip a tio n  in rio tou s p ro ceed in g s  or d isorders, w h ich  w o u ld  b u t  
in crease  the su fferings o f  u n h a p p y  Ire lan d . N o , w e  d esire  to w a g e  red, 
reg en era tiv e  w a r :  and to en a b le  u s to do th is, w e  in v o k e  y o u r  a id  in  
the w ork  o f  w ise , u n cea sin g  p rep aration , so that w h en  th e p o rten to u s  
c lo u d  that n ow  o v erh a n g s E u rop e b u rsts— b rin g in g  to us th e lo n g -so u g h t  
o p p o r tu n ity — it m ay find us, lik e  p ru d en t as w e ll  as p a tr io tic  p eo p le , p re­
pared  to take ad van tage o f  it, and w rest the lib e r tie s  o f  Ire lan d  from  her  
op pressors w ith  an “ arm ed hand, and gu ard  th em  w ith  the sa m e ,’7 thus 
esta b lish in g  freedom  as en d u r in g  as ou r lo v e  o f  l ib e r ty  and  hatred  o f  
op pression .

In co n clu sio n , fe llo w -c itizen s  o f  A m erica , w e  ask  o f  y o u , in  the nam e  
of our fa llen  b rothers on the b attle -fie ld s o f  our co u n try — in  the nam e o f  
the h eroes o f  the Irish  race, w h o se  b o n es  lie  b le a ch in g  on ev e r y  b a ttle ­
field from Q uebec to the H a lls  o f  the M ontezum as,— in  th e nam e o f  s u f ­
fering  and o p p ressed  h u m an ity .— in  th e nam e o f  our G od d ess o f  L ib er ty ,  
w h o se  arm  is  stretch ed  E astw ard , p o in tin g  to her ow n  v o ta r ie s , n ow  
c la n k in g  the ch ains o f  the ty ra n t in the dark c e lls  and g lo o m y  d u n g eo n s  
of a fo re ig n  lan d , and to the go ry  scaffolds o f  poor, su ffering, w retch ed  
Ireland , w h ose ev e ry  p u lsa tio n  b ea ts  resp o n siv e  to our ow n ,— to g iv e  
that g a lla n t p eo p le  you r a c tiv e  sym p ath y  in  their s tru g g le  for th at free­
dom  and in d ep en d en ce  w hich  the F ath ers o f  th is R ep u b lic  w ru n g  from  
the sam e enem y.

S ign ed  on b eh a lf  o f  C om m ittee, M. Tarpk y , Chairm an.
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IRISH R E LIE F FUND

E m m ett. S . F ..............
V a lle jo ..........................
M okelum ne H i 1.1 . . .  
Cam p In d ép en d a n ce  
C orcoran. San J o se .
P erso n a l.......................
R ed  D o g . . .  ............
Horsetown............
Sarsfield , S. F ............
Santa C la ra ...............
E x c u r s io n ....................
Jam ison  C ity ............
E ureka S o u th ............
S m a r tsv ille .................
D o w n ie v ille ...............
B e n ic ia .........................
Sonora .........................
Camp B id w e ll ..........
S a c r a m e n to ...............
H o w la n d ’s  F l a t . . . .
S o m e r s v il le ...............
F o l s o m ............

c u r .

10 00

64 00

COIN.
17 0 0
25 0 0
25 0 0

23 0 0
2 0 0

90 00
163 75

17 0 0
103 00

1150 0 0
40 0 0
8 8 00
57 50
64 0 0

6 50
59 50

113 00
18 0 0

2 0 0 00
25 00

$2287 25 !

Sept. 7— C a sh p d  D. J  
O liv er .

a 9 « a «
*'< 19 u a
“ 19 « u u

N o v . 8  “ “
B alance

$64  00

10 00

$177(5 25 
59 50  
25 00 

113 00 
313 00

$74  00 $2287  25

Correct,

W m. F A R R E L L .



REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

S a n  F r a n c is c o , N ovem b er 14, 1867.

To the P res id en t a n d  Delegates o f  the F. B .. in  C onvention assembled :

G e n t l e m e n  :— Y ou r C om m ittee a p p o in ted  to au d it and in v estig a te  
the financial affairs o f  the B rotherhood  in the S tate o f  C alifornia, b eg  
le a v e  to sta te  that th e d u ties d ev o lv ed  upon  them  are n ow  fu lfilled , and  
th ey  re sp e c tfu lly  su b m it the fo llo w in g  rep ort :

Y ou r C om m ittee h a v e  ca refu lly  ex a m in ed  the b ook s o f  th e S tate S ecre­
tary, and com pared  the sam e w ith his w ritten  report, and th ey  find that 
the said  rep ort co in c id es  e x a c t ly  and in ev ery  p articu lar  w ith  th e item s  
and am ou n ts se t forth in sa id  b ook s, and a lso  w ith  the vou ch ers which  
w ere su b m itted  to y o u r  C om m ittee, and w h ich  th ey  h ave scru p u lo u sly  
in sp ec ted  and com pared  w ith  the b o o k s o f  the B rotherhood  and the S ec ­
reta ry ’s report. In  fact, w e find a  gen era l system  o f  h on esty  and efficiency  
p rev a ilin g  in  a ll its  d ep artm en ts.

Y ou r C om m ittee h a v e  thus had an op p o rtu n ity  o f  see in g  and k n o w ­
in g  th e d ifficu lties w h ich  are a tten dan t upon the perform ance o f  the very  
resp o n sib le  d u ties o f  you r S ta te  S ecretary  and T reasurer, and the ex a c t­
ness, n everth eless, w ith  w h ich  these d uties h ave b een  d ischarged  b y  
th ese officers, co n v in ces  us o f  the n ecess ity  o f  reta in ing  you r said  S ecre­
tary  and T reasurer in office.

W e h a v e  the honor to rem ain.
R e sp ec tfu lly  and F ra tern a lly  yours.

W m . F A R R E L L , 
JO H N  M A H O N Y ,
A . J . D U N L E A V E Y .


