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P R E F A C E .

S i r ,

W hen the magnitude of the subject I have undertaken is 

considered, and its importance as to the welfare of the greater portion of 

her M ajesty 's subjects in this country, I  may claim a reasonable indul­

gence from a generous public in my humble efforts to promote the happi­

ness of my fellow-countrymen, and grapple w ith a  subject so complex and 

beset w ith difficulties ; and if  the plans I  have laid down for th a t purpose, 

and my suggestions attended to, or even a portion of them carried into 

effect, I  seek for no other reward than the innate feeling of happiness 

which the improvement of the condition of my countrymen should 

give me.

I  have the honour to be, sir,

Your most obedient servant,

JOHN HENCJIY.
Dublin, M arch 17, 1845.
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OBSERVATIONS, ETC.

"When we consider the present state o f this country  and contrast it
w ith w hat it was about th irty  years past, we must weigh well th l
different circumstances w hich have tended to advance its prosperity at
that period, and prior thereto, and in the next place, the causes which
have led to the present state of the m anufacturing classes and the 
community a t large.

I t  was a natural consequence a tten d a n t,o n  the late continental 
w ar th a t landed property should increase in  value, inasmuch, as the 
produce thereof, compared w ith the present period, was in some cases 
double the present v a lu e ; trade and commerce flourished, the exten- 
sive circuktion of money, and the middle and upper classes being 
enabled by the high prices of every consumable article to purchase the 
necessaries of life, thereby giving an impetus to trade. The conclu-

Z L J l  WaL ' VÍtIu FranCe’ “  1815’ 08 mi£ h t be anticipated,caused such a sudden change, detrimental to the prices of the neces­
saries of life, th a t trade began progressively to decline, the circulation 
ol money not being in the proportion of one to two, as it  was previous 
to the termination of the war— this was a state of things th a t could 
not be guarded against by any hum an foresight, the greater portion 
o tth e  landed property of the country continuing to be held a t the 
rents paid during the war, which m ust have pressed heavily on the 
tenants having no capital— and the consequence was, that the greater 
portion of the small farms were not h a lf tilled, thereby causing an 
immediate loss to the occupier, and a certain loss to the landlord, 
m e  advantages arising from steam were not known a t this, or for a 
considerable period after, for such were the expenses and the tedious 
process of communication, and the casualties attending the export of 
stock and the other necessaries of life to England, where a better 

la iket could be had for any surplus we had of these articles not con­
sumed by us, th a t it was nearly a choice of evils to adopt this course, 
a though we were not in a condition to purchase those luxuries of life, 

uch was the state of trade then and since ; and thus, it might he said, 
e country was convulsed by the sudden transition from war to peace, 

an is state of things continued more or less until time brought every 
t mg to that level which no human effort or any legislative measure
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could remedy or prevent. Several portions of the Continent that we 
supplied with our manufacture, such as linen, calico, and other 
articles, now manufacture those articles themselves, and this has 
added to the decline of trade. Since the introduction of machinery 
and  steam into manufactories, the labour of man lias in a great mea­
sure been dispensed with, bu t the inconceivable advantages to  the 
community a t large, arising from steam, has more than counterba­
lanced the evils caused by its introduction, and thus a state of things 
has been produced by this great revolution in m anual labour which 
time only can bring to its proper level.

There has been a considerable capital lying unproductive in this 
country, and scarcely any portion of it circulated un til lately, except 
in the M ining Company, which has been established a  few years since 
for the working of copper, lead, slates, and various other articles and 
this speculation has been attended witfl success for the proprietors, as 
I  understand it has paid them, on an average, eight per cent, on their 
shares— and as a proof, among the many which could be adduced, 
th a t if  capital was invested in the w orking ot the various other mines 
of Ireland, not taking into consideration the advantages derivable to 
the speculators, w hat a field for the employment ot the labourer, and 
the money thus derived by both classes flowing into the other channels 
of industry. I t  is considered by some a difficult m atter to invest 
capital in any  speculation a t present, and how the labourer and a rti­
san can be employed— w hat better proof can you have to the contrary 
than the prosperity of the M in ing  Company. "\\ here are your coal 
mines, and several others in this country, no t inferior to any in the 
U nited Kingdom, which could be worked with equal advantages, and 
in which capital could be safely invested w ith a certainty of rem unera­
tion ? And, then, you wonder a t the poverty of the humble classes of 
society, and w ant of employment ! W hat is marvellous in it  ? Is it 
not a natural consequence, for w ant of the proper means to be taken 
by you, (and which is in your power,) th a t such a  state of things 
should occur? And then you arraign the governm ent for not adopting 
the necessary remedies ! N o government th a t ever was formed could 
do so so effectual as you could yourselves, for by bringing the resources 
of the country into operation you improve your own condition and 
that of the humble class, and until this system is generally adopted, 
no act of the legislature (though ever so well disposed to improve the 
country,) can grapple w ith the evils which must more or less attend 
this country. Improve the condition of the humble classes in society 
and you extinguish crime— one of the sources of the m any evils of 
Ireland—-and you also make them good subjects ; leave them in a 
destitute condition and you expose them to every tem ptation to be­
come t ad ones, and entail upon yourself a tax  for their support,
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w hen their crimes p u t them  ou t o f  th e  pale o f  society 
them  to  the dungeon or to  be exiled from th e ir native land I t  
be adduced th a t these are evils w hich could n o t be avoided. ' Ü  
ta in  th a t th ey  could ; and I  m uch fear th a t  a  trrMtf -i -im.
rests upon th e  shoulders o f the w ealth ier classes” by  no t L v e n t  2  
such a  s ta te  o f th in g *  w hen i t  is in th e ir pow er to do so w i th o u u h !  
n s k  o f loss. O n the con trary , again , for w h a t is understood by  the 
words o f the Lord, w hen he declared, th a t  “ to  y o u ,”  m eaning tho 
w ealth ier classes, «  the poor are le ft.”  I  am  n o t the advocate o f fhose 
evil disposed persons w ho are callous to  every  th in g , and whom  no 
k ind  ac t could m ake w orthy  members o f society.

H a v in g  d ilated  on th e  advantages th a t w ould resu lt from th e  recla 
n a tio n  o f the w aste lands o f Ire lan d , in the th ird  edition o f  m y w ork 
published on the S ta te  o f Ire lan d  in  the y ea r 1839, it  m ay not be out 
o f place to m ake a  few observations thereon, on the  present occasion.
The society formed under the  act o f parliam ent, subsequently passed
for the  above purpose— I  m ight be allow ed to  say I  w as the hum ble 
instrum ent in  the form ation thereof— a society, i f  they  persevere w ith 
a  determ ined spirit, w ill go far to am eliorate the  condition of 
the  peasantry  of this country . There are n early  tw o million acres of 
waste lands m  Ire land , th ree-fourths o f w hich are « c la im ab le— some 
a t  a  very  small ou tlay . W h a t w ay  more advantageous could the 
governm ent advance m oney th an  to reclaim  this land, w herein thou­
sands could, in a  few years, be com fortably located ? W h a t have 
they  done m  H o lland  b y  application and perseverance ?— w hy they  
h a y e re d a u n c d  an immense q u an tity  o f m arshy ground, inferior to a 
g rea t portion o f our bog land in this country— the  immense advan­
c e s  th a t w ould be the resu lt o f accom plishing th is object tim e only 
could prove. W h a t w ay  more perm anent can you em ploy the labourer 
than  in im proving these w aste lands, and g ive him  an opportunity  o f 
being located thereon even if  he had  b u t ten  acres, i t  w ill enable him 
to support him self and fam ily, and to m ake the  most o f the produce, and 
keep him em ployed? H ailroads, or an y  other public w orks th a t m ay 
possibly be conceived, m ay em ploy the  labourer for a tim e, bu t the 
same w an t o f em ploym ent overtakes him  w hen they  are finished.

en we consider the g ian t strides th a t steam is m aking  in im prov­
ing  trade and commerce, and the introduction o f  railroads in this 
coun ry , an  w hen w e review  the  period previous to the  introduction
o s earn into E ng land , and the casualties and uncertainties attending’ 
the communication by  sea, and delay by land, in the transmission of 
goo s or travelling, and contrast i t  w ith  the  present time, we must 
a m it t  ía t w h at has been accomplished n early  approaches a miracle.

t is true th a t it has had the effect o f th row ing  thousands out o f em- 
p oym ent ; but when we consider the g reat changes it has effected in



the prices of the articles of clothing, both tor male and female, and the 
facilities it has given for imports and exports of live stock and mer­
chandise, and consequently an advantage in prices, there is no con­
trast whatever— for the amount of gain on the one hand is treble the 
loss on the other— time, the great disposer of all things, will bring to 
a level the loss sustained by the artisan and the labourer.

W hat a field for the investment of capital is now open by the in­
tended railroads for this country ; when the line is good, there must be 
an advantage to speculators, and when the government have evinced 
a disposition to encourage these advantages and give every facility for 
th a t purpose, particularly when the speculation appears to them to be 
free from jobbing or taking advantage of the unw ary, and those of the 
humble class in society who could badly afford to suffer even a trifling 
loss, the nation a t large must give the government th a t m erit for 
good intentions towards this country which their watchfulness and 
care entitle them to, for the welfare and protection of all classes, rich 
and poor. There can be no doubt but the introduction of railroads 
into this country will have the effect o f stagnating the employment of 
numbers ; but as I  before stated, look to the advantages th a t will 
result from it to the traders and the agricultural portion of the com­
munity, particularly those in the provincial towns who hitherto had 
no profitable m arket for their goods ; but the facilities which steam 
communication will give them in  the w ay of imports and exports will 
enable them to bring their goods to the best m arket, and obtain the 
highest prices for same, which they could not hitherto have done, and 
it will al-o enable them to meet their engagements and pay their rents 
better than w hat they have hitherto done ; in fact, the change will 
have a powerful effect in that respect, and give a new impulse to the 
trade and commerce of this country.

The feeling which exists between landlord and tenan t in this 
country it  is asserted is not the same as it is in the sister kingdom ; 
beyond controversy, the cause arises from the unstable tenure in which 
small divisional farms are held. I  th ink  it ought to be the duty  of 
the landlord, even for his own interest, to give a good industrious 
tenant a t will an interest in the farm he occupies, by giving him a lease ; 
it  is the common practice to do so in England. I  understand the 
landlord often presses the tenant to take a lease when he finds him 
industrious and punctual in the paym ent of his ren t ; and w hy not 
adopt it more generally in this country, and it would facilitate so 
desirable an objcct in a great degree. I f  the government, wrhere the 
yearly rent did not exceed 1007., reduced the stamp du ty  on leases to 
five shillings, and up to 507., two shillings and sixpence— because it 
is obvious, th a t the stamp duty on leases a t present, for small consider­
ations, prevent the humble class of farmers from taking  leases in a great

14



15
many instances— this reduction would be a desirnM* i i
w h i.h  I  doubt b „ lU ,ep r* n t 8 « , . ,™ « » ,“  ™ " " £ ?

l" t ' ov' “ " 1 »f  * >  « « “ & ’  ÔÎ t

There can be no doubt but emigration, conducted nn^i 1 j 
sound principles, would be of advantage to the middling farmed and 
labouring classes of this country, for, until the w astelands are re 
claimed, or a  reasonable portion o f them, there will not be a sufficiency 
of land unoccupied to employ those w anting farms, unless subdivided 
into con-acres. I t  would be well if  the government, in order to en 
courage emigrants, took care, th a t in landing them a t their destination' 
there were appointed agents who would have them taken care of until 
w hatver portion of land they were to occupy was given up to them
l m k manner’ Wlth reSard t0 artisans and labourers that thev 

should be protected until they were provided with emp oym n t or
located B y  adopting this course, which would be attended with 
?ery llttle expense, the fears entertained by emigrants ( a n d  nerhniv 
IL ?  &reaî many ^stances well founded,) would be dissipated and set at 
rest and it would act as a stim ulant to them to emigrate J a n d  the Ín  
certainty in which their condition by emigration hitherto was nlaced 
prevented thousands from so d o in g - th e re  cannot be for one L m e n t

e n S Ï w o u î ’ ‘í 4 lf  6 SÛ estions were amended to, hut 
a rti^ n s , and formers "t n t o  “ ““ *  «.e labouring classes,

t h e Ï t e S i o n eo f r ? i0r  by the preS6nt g^ernment, by

H n H F  *

S ’S  tT1ffi — a b i e " e ' s
ra^ce h a sm a ie I  I  M ^  W°rkÍng °IaSSeS’ as tempe-
r Z a S r  strides among them, and the money which
purchase of the ° " m altllquoris now laid out by them in the
the great increase nfC CS ° Ca. suSaT> and other commodities; and
m a d fm  for nn ! « mpt'°,n 0ccasi°ned “  this respect has nearly
^ t t s e  duties y fl f T Cy m therevenue occasioned by the reduction
the reduction n f *\ f  6 Sam6 a anta»es may be said to arise from
S d  effort of th !  I6SOn th° different 0ther aiTicIes- Thi* i s a  
more beneficial i &°vernment to give an impulse to trade, and it is
be conf rl £ • communit y a t large that the income tax should
p t S n l 0̂  hy  th0Se.wh0 are able to hear it, and not to 
rials of iml lu#mbIe class of society, by putting a drag on the mate-

• , US ry taxing them. I f  the government persevere in re­
fill iefC ^ 8*” 0^ 0118 which fetter trade and commerce and injure 

prospec of the artisan and labourer, it will tend much to allay the 
(-G mgs ot interested individuals and unite all classes in supporting
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them, when their aim and only objcct is the prosperity and welfare of 
Ireland.

I t  may be necessary to observe, th a t w ith regard to the reclamation 
of the waste lands, if  the government purchased them, or advanced 
money to trustees for th a t purpose, and had the lands reclaimed, and 
set them in small farms, from ten to tw enty  acres, i t  would be a 
most effectual mode to locate a  considerable portion of the small 
farmers. The waste lands reclaimed by jo in t proprietors or private 
individuals are generally set in large quantities to a  few tenants, and 
the middleman has no chance of reaping any advantage. Several 
tracts of waste lands in this country, the fee of which has been pur­
chased so low as two shillings and sixpence and four shilling an acre, 
and which does not require in the reclam ation thereof an outlay of 
three pound an acre, is now fit for any produce ; and there could be 
no doubt th a t any money advanced for this great undertaking would 
be well expended and give a clear return of eight per cent, besides the 
incalculable benefits that would be conferred on the middling farmers 
by adopting this plan. As I  have before stated, there are nearly two 
million acres of waste lands in this country, the greater portion of 
which could be reclaimed, and w hat better w ay could you settle the 
number of individuals trained up to agricultural pursuits than the plan 
which I  have laid down ; for if  one million of acres were only re­
claimed, and it is laid down by competent authority  th a t three-fourths 
could, allowing each family ten or tw enty acres, you could settle, at 
least, suppose only the one-half fit for farming purposes, or less, 
fifty thousand families ; and if  this land was set a t a pound per acre, 
purchasing the fee-simple thereof was five shillings, the reclamation 
five pounds, say ten pounds the highest, so th a t a t the highest cal­
culation you had the fee for ten years’ purchase— and it m ight be 
said that you had the fee of the greatest portion for seven years’ 
purchase, and a righ t should be vested in the tenant a t w ill, or by 
lease, of purchasing the fee in his farm, on paying all expenses, w ith 
interest a t five per cent.

The condition of a tenant a t will should be pu t on a more satisfac­
tory footing : th a t he ought to get compensation in case he was de­
prived of his farm for his outlay in improving it, and perhaps, it 
would be a desirable course for the legislature to pa68 a law  for that 
purpose, and if  possible (could the difficulties be surmounted which 
stand in the w ay,) adopt some measure to enable a deserving tenant 
to get a lease of his farm for twenty-one or th irty  years ; this would 
give him an interest in the soil, and the land (instead o f being, as it 
is a t present, only half tilled, and two or three successive crops raised 
from one course of cultivation, a thing detrim ental to both parties,) 
would be cultivated in a m anner advantageous to both, and it would 
create such a feeling between them th a t nothing could sever, and put



an effectual barrier on the heart-rending scenes which ,1 •< ■
ness m different parts of this country. y Wlt_

There is a considerable portion of the property of tin , ™ f
under receivers of the E quity  Courts o f Chancery and V  , try
and when a farm is to be let by the officers of these courtsÍ t  
nature of a public auction. The highest bidder is dec ar d , “ fe
liant in nine cases out of ten a t a rpnt • drca tlle te"
which he could_ not eventually pay. H e n n d e r ta te  
say, rack-rent, in order to get some place for himself and' 
numerous family. W hat is the consequence ? H e gets into a r J a ’ 
(perhaps through the w ant of requisites to pu t the ground into proper 
u R a tio n  and thereby to realise the produce which the soil M ould 

yield i f  not reduced by deficient cultivation,) and is eventually 
ejected ; and the result is, that his successor is m arked out for destruc 
Jo n , and, unfortunately, the threat is too often carried into execution 
r  his is a great source of the evils of this country, and some remedy should 
be adopted to check it. I f  a discretionary power were given S  the of-

Î  th re í T u S t0 r  UP° n a feÍr rent’ Under the declaration of two 
or three respectable individuals, indifferent to the parties, resident in
the locality of the farm, as to its value, it would do much in c h e c W

°, ,0Utl'ag6S WLÍCh are daÜy con"“ itted upon inno­cent individuals, and sets the laws of the land a t defiance and must
in a great measure swell the list of absenteeism, and must make

c  zsn  "‘“"'i01 rai“ *« w p»p.i.r ̂ lh e re  should be some change in the law of ejecting tenants. The 
present practice is somewhat oppressive. By a slight alteration the

aealt with. H e should get twelve months’ notice instead of the six 
hitherto given, before a civil bill ejectment or proceedings in the supe-

Z , Z 2 1 Î I Í  1  î t0”Sht'  “ d *'■' la“  »  ^ « n .  This
able him ï l  ,I d  and this re-assurable time m ight en-
his l a n l  d r  farm’ bping Wm aSain on ferms with
s o n i S  !  * 18 eventua%  eJected, he ought to get rea-k“Z,T‘° " for “ 5 ' " p ™ ™  !»■ I -

d u c ^ r „ ? ^ ^ , ° f > “  S0CietieS by * ” ™ » t  would be pro-
the st7u: I l  t  e, benefitS‘ W hat S6rvice could be rendered to 
land in f  farmer, by small advances, to enable him to cultivate
be e n n l , l J T Periim?ílner’ ^  als°  t0 pay his rent> " ’hereby he would 
were p-onrf ° w t 16 Pr° du.ce ^ ls farm a t a season when prices 
„iigi • * , , en v̂e *ake *nt°  consideration the loss those poor men
olih’oJr/ +aii • ie ru.in> *n many cases, it brings 011 them, in being 

,1 °  n n g  Jeir g°°ds to a bad m arket to pay their rent, and 
cet the pressing demands of their landlords, we must come to the
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conclusion, that a great portion of tlieir destitution and wretchedness 
proceeds from this cause ; for, perhaps, w ith a bad or middling pro­
duce, the entire sale goes to meet his landlord’s demands and his la­
bourers’ wages. No wonder lie should have nothing to subsist upon 
but potatoes, be badly clad, and wretchedly housed, and his farm the 
next season in a bad condition for w an t of the means of cultivation. 
The Agricultural B ank of Ireland was in the habit of accommodating 
the farmers w ith advances in the way of loan, by bills, a t a  small dis­
count. I t  told well for them, and their condition was much improved, 
which could be attested by many ; bu t since the failure of th a t bank, 
which it is supposed arose from the w an t of unity in its managers, they 
have suffered much for the w an t of such accommodation. Consider 
the advantages even to struggling shopkeepers and artisans in carry­
ing 0 11 their trade and business. M any there are th a t a trifling advance 
in the hour of emergency would save from ruin, and many a good me­
chanic, obliged to wade through difficulty and poverty, th a t a  few 
pounds would enable him to make his labour more productive, and 
bring comfort to himself and his family. These advances to be repaid 
w eekly, w ith security, by sixpence in the pound, and a penny to de­
fray the expenses of each loan establishment. N othing could be done 
so effectual to improve the condition and add to the comforts of the 
industrious portion of the community as this plan, while it  would be 
the preventive of a great deal of misery and wretchedness. The go­
vernment could run no great risk, or sustain much loss in the accom­
plishment of this object j and, inasmuch as the farmers have not so 
quick a return  of money as mechanics or shopkeepers, and perhaps 
may reside six or seven miles from the loan office, payments from 
them a t the rate I  have mentioned in the pound, every three months, 
should be accepted.

The habitations of the labouring classes and small farmers are 
wretchedly constructed— unhealthy and unfit for hum an beings to 
live in. T hey are generally composed of one room, where the family 
and all the live stock they are possessed of inhale the same air, and 
leaves them susceptible of fevers and other diseases ; and it  is a fact, 
confirmatory of this, th a t there are more fevers in the country parts, 
both common and m alignant, than there is in the cities and large 
towns, though the air in the country parts is purer and lighter, and, 
as a natural consequence, should be less sugceptible of disease. H ow  
often are the inhabitants of the larger towns afflicted w ith those dis­
tempers by communication w ith the poorer country classes, not half 
cured of the contagious diseases ; and w'ould it not be for the interest 
of all, and the health and comfort of the community at large, th a t 
steps should be taken to remedy this general evil ; would it  not also 
be prudent as it would be humane, th a t the landlords of tenants at
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w ill should have his p ro p e rty -d w e llin g  nt W +  . • . 
apartm ents, w ith  proper ventilation ; fo rf  Î  believe t w T ' t W° 
three o f the dw ellings o f the poorer classes a t  present h i  1  8Ve*y  
a ir  except the a ir th a t passes th ro u g h  the d l r  o f t ”  7 " ^  
dw ellings, and rests there. A nd i t  w ould he „ ! !  ' neglected
tric t dispensaries wSich w ould tend much to r> ?  i. establlsh dîs*
.« * -  T here  „ i g h ,  be , „ i ,  Z 7  T r t V ?  " ' í f ,
tenants, as to  the  item  o f  expense, though  the  a ! d l  * n f  
bound to see th a t the  dw ellings o f 1,;« L I  !  should be
constructed as I  have stated* v e t  th a t th  , n s ^ ere healthy  and 
in terest th a t  the t e l Z t  at^ w il h « Í  ,  ° ,d  tena“ ‘^ a d  an
should be bound T k l  his d w i  ’ "* *  th e" ‘fere’ fhe

S w t E r s ,̂ ^ ; a r ,- r r *: ^ 5
w ith  a  like pow er v es ted In  t h e m T  ’ ’ *?,t0 t M r  state’ and

S e t  'them -
decision of the  m ajority  o f t h e ^  • f  . T * 7  qUarter sessions> and the
o f those officers, X  c tu ld  be Z g ' T eS t0 ** T he *aW
yearly  sum, m igh t be paid o f ^ f  ^

“ ? th,is’ by t î r 2 ^  
poorer classes could be prevented. a '  w retchedness o f  the

t io f o f th Pe ? t a ^ y m ï br°o g h t  ^  t0 impr0Ve the c“ di-
legislative assembly convened t o ^ I t h e l T c L ^ f  6VeiLWas formed> or 
co-operation of those of in iW  e i 7 S0 effectually , as the
d i f f e r e n c e s , A “
be buried in oblivion w hen the  w d fa r  o f T u V f  n  ^
concerned. C haritv  know* ™7* • i fellow -creature is
and gects. T h i s r e a l  o Z V  1 ^  bUt t0 d°  S °od to a11 creed* 
w orld came on e a r T  to / nd tb a tc h a r %  the Saviour o f the

scribed by  hi ”  t Ï B l t Ï Ï  V W  ?°  ff  bl7  f t
for the woes and J  • p st* W e Profess to feel
tells us we should do so R ea^  pW IaTtl^ C° Untrymen ’ our relig ion 
fessions, bu t acts— nrovP t u  l  ph llan throPy consists not in fine pro-
thropy in you and unite ^  aCt8’ th a t y0U have reaI PIlilan-
spirit to m ake Ti-pIo 1 , 0ne,maTÎ, Wltil a  determined and persevering
E t  h aZ v c o ^ *  ^  thG g rea t C reat0r ««ended «he should
advantage of oil i 7  PC° ple contented• BJessed w ith  every

o - , and ports for th a t purpose, and possessing a brave
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yet generous people, suffering inconceivable poverty and wretched­
ness, patient and m artyr-like— to you it is left at the eleventh hour to 
remedy their condition— come to their succour w ith the dispositions 
of guardians, believing that there is a future state, and th a t the most 
trifling act done to alleviate their wretchedness would not go unre­
warded. H e has declared they were left to you, and it should be 
borne in mind, that their poverty, destitution, and unparalleled 
wretchedness, may eventually rise in judgm ent against those who 
could dispel it. There is a lim it to every thing, and a frontier to 
which wretchedness and destitution will not go beyond. Can we 
calmly reflect upon these things for a moment, and not come to th« 
conclusion, th a t the w ants and woes of our fellow-crcatures was a 
m atter which involved our own welfare here and hereafter. W ith  
w hat anxiety and selfishness some men run their course in this life, 
amassing riches, and during that carreer, giving themselves no con­
cern as to the wants or sufferings of their fellow-creatures, and a 
few minutes after the breath of existence ceases. W here is the 
good of all this? Job  has said wisely, “ W e bring nothing into 
this world, and bring nothing out of it bu t our good w orks,” and 
perhaps this wealth is left to a child who may squander it as pro­
fusely as it was amassed by penury.

W e profess and desire to encourage the manufacture of our country ; 
our professions should be sincere and confirmed by acts that would put 
the poor artisan’s shuttle in motion, and that is the way to improve 
the condition of your suffering countrymen. W hile I am of opinion 
that trade should be as free as the air we breathe, yet still there is an 
old adage, “ that charity begins a t home,”  we should encourage the 
manufacture of our country so far as the revival of w hat is now unpro­
ductive extends.

The rents of a good portion of the property of the country are 
too high— some still a t the late war rates— landlords would do well 
to reduce them. The consequence of this is, the tenant w ithout capi­
tal, and a heavy rent, is not able to half till the land, and therefore the 
landlord is the greatest sufferer, and, I say, a  fool to himself. B y 
reducing the rents it would be a sure w ay of saving your fellow- 
creatures.

W e aim for power and places of high trust ; no man should envy him 
who possesses either, w ithout he had the disposition, the courage, and 
the manliness to wield that power and exercise th a t trust for the wel­
fare of all thore over whom he is appointed to govern, and distribute 
justice to all w ithout distinction of creed, sect, or party . Trust, I 
m ight say, is a dangerous responsibility, and the idea of not discharg­
ing that trust faithfully and im partially, and for the good of all, must 
overwhelm a prudent, feeling man, and drive him almost to despair,
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when it is declared by H im , the  sourer o f -ill «««-« . 1  .
a rcoun t w e shall have to render o f our s te w a rd sh ip w h ^ ' fiStl‘Ict is the 
us to account for it. W ho then  shall seek “Æ î  "  t ™ " 8 
to have an opportunity  o f com plying w ith  the m andat* f  J 
M aker, and exh ib iting  to tl J e  I f r  whom  w e “ e l  e V l  T " 6 
qualities o f our natu re . P Ced the  finer

A t th is eventful crisis, le t all co-operate for the im provem ent o f the 
country— the governm ent are disposed to g ive you every issis 
th a t purpose, founded on sound principles. The reduction o f  Ï e  taxes 
on various articles, w hich certa in ly  crippled trade, has laid  the foun­
dation for you to im prove upon. W ithou t you r co-operatio,, T *1=1* 
w it out fear of controversy, th a t no governm ent w ith  the  best in te n ’ 
tions tow ards the  country , could remove the  m any evils w hich press 
upon the suffering poor, w ithout the co-operation  o f those to whom 

are subject or dependant for their subsistance.

Of Sald th f e îis n0 difficulty in leg islating  upon the question
of fixity o f tenure w hich now  engrosses the atten tion  of a considerable

I  say there fs ?  /  “ d  I“ ded pTOprietors *  c o u n l ^I  say there is, and it is surm ounted w ith  difficulties, such as w ould

hVe ""Íí aS,Sem“ y  t0 le- islate uP°n such a  m anner as to  do jus- 
i a "  ° ' d. aild te n a n t;  though some measures are called for togive 

an honest and industrious te n a n t an in terest in the soil he cultivates

k n d l o T  '* W hat 11618 possessed of> particu larly  as against such
landlords w ho have no g rea t claim  to hum an ity  ; y e t still to do so it  is
in p art assum ing a portion of th a t dom inion w hich he holds as a m atter 
o f rig h t over his own property . B u t it  m ay said, property  has its rights 
as w ell as its duties, and perhaps those h a v b g  a f i n e s l  

elmgs of hum anity  w ould come to the conclusion, th a t a  portion o f 
hosedutiesof the lo rd o fth e  soil was to m ake his ten an t have an M ere s t

notîe6 S r 6 0CCUpieS’ w hich w ould tend to the advantage of both and
«aid tbp6 7  UUC6rtam tenuTe as ten an t a t  w ill ; b u t then it  will be 
said the vo luntary  prm ciple w ill no t do, and some m easure m ust be

b e T o  diffi'0n;pel.landlords t0 g - e  leases to their tenants. There m ay

tenants a t  w ilf  “  t0 C0“ pel the landlords to give
“ a t compensation for their im provem ents on their farms

round S  oth dlSp0Sf,eS; ed of them ’ b u t if  the difficulties w hich sur- 
ound the other could be overcome w ith  iustice to both if- i« o +1 •

loudly called for, and would tend much to improve the condition o f th&
hum bler class o f farmers, and  prom ote th a t "peace and r ^ e c t for 1
aws am ongst them , w hich w ould be the best proof th a t they were I t
ooked upon as mere serfs and slaves, and perhaps in timp it 1 1  i

the means of p u ttin g  an extinguisher on those crimes w hinh n  r



I f  the legislature should pass any act regulating this question, I am 
of opinion that no new tenant ought to get a lease for a lesser quantity 
of land than ten acres, with no power to him to sub-let ; and that 
tenants a t will, in possession, getting  leases, should prove themselves 
during their tenancy good tenants, industriously disposed, and deserv­
ing of a lease by punctual payment of their rents, and not being in 
arrear at the time of obtaining it— this should be their qualification. 
And I  am also of opinion if  the landlord ejects a tenant of this descrip­
tion, who perhaps by bad seasons, w ith his family visited by sickness 
and affliction, that it would be inhuman and repugnant to the feelings 
which should possess a Christian, not to give this wretched tenant rea­
sonable compensation for the loss of his farm, even the improvements 
he made thereon during his tenancy, to prevent him and his wretched 
family (which, generally speaking, is larger than those w ith better 
means for their support,) from starving and perishing on the highway, 
houseless and destitute. H as not this been the case ? Does not human 
nature revolt a t this, and censure th a t landlord who could, forgetful of 
this, disregard the first principles of nature, and deny th a t mercy to 
his poor tenants which he would expect from a higher tribunal himself. 
I t  is impossible to dispose of this evil of such m agnitude lightly  ; it  is 
one which in its present form convulses society, sets all law  a t defiance, 
and would frustrate the intentions of the best government th a t ever 
did or would preside over the destinies of this country. The bad te* 
nant (who has a dishonest principle inherent in him, and exhibits a 
callous indifference as to himself and his famity, should not be entitled 
to this consideration ; he has the same opportunities of the industrious, 
good tenant, therefore he should not be entitled to any  remuneration, 
The law, both human and divine, condemns him ; he is his own judge 
and juror, and puts himself out of the pale of society and the consider­
ation of every humane man.

A great deal of evidence has been obtained by the Land Commis­
sioners upon tenant right in the N orth. This practice, it  would appear, 
has been recognised by some of the landed proprietors there ; enforced 
by the outgoing, and complied w ith by the incoming tenant. W hat 
doubt can exist on the mind of any man, particularly those ac­
quainted w ith agriculture, th a t this practice must be highly injurious 
to the incoming tenant, by depriving him of th a t capital which he re­
quired to improve his farm, and stock it. B u t it  will be said, if  this 
practice was adopted and adhered to in the South and W est, th a t a 
great deal of the agrarian outrages and cold blooded murders commit­
ted there, would be prevented. In  the first place, the practice if adopt­
ed, could not be complied w ith, for the incoming tenants in those quar­
ters have not the means ; they are not able to ha lf stock their farm, and 
w hat is worse to cultivate it— there exists some difference between the

22
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farmers in the  N orth , and those o f the  South w  -
o f the form er follow their trades • thev  w r  . CS. ’ a Sreat portion
economical an d  in telligent, and
turn o f their industry  to m eet an  em ergency ; besMes 1 7  ^  ", 
universally  engaged in pursuits o f  a  m ercantile n f  f  f • 7  Hlmost
and  therefore enabled, independant o f  the  produce J S *  de^ riPtion’ 
ta in  themselves, and  thus they  are enabled to , . f 0Und’ to sus*
I  m ust say, and I  believe I  ‘f  CU8tom'

good reason for it, no t having- such an i n w  * • \ i  • *y  some
« * h —  have, bn, I b, lie *  Z
em ploym ent, and  for these reasons how could t h i  n + I  DOt 
in the S outh  or W est. I t  is ak n  in o -a V  custom be adopted 
th a t  there is as m uch o-iVen in  the DUTcha6™*f Î* 6 tlle commissioners 
«. wo.M (in c J L ™ „ ^ ^ S n  , Ï T " *b*
before I  close this subject I  ^  S ° Uth or W cst > and
and W est are n o t inferior in  l a b o Î ^  ? teilailts “  the South
N orth  or an y  o ther portion o f Ih l £  ag n cu ltu ra I Pursuits to  the

■ w »  r & :  w " \  *“  a ‘
la te  w a r?  T hey  w ere not for th P °  a n a u .o u trages know n during  the 

treble w h at they  are now, though  the re n t 60 *" S° me instances
fore, the  eviction of t e n ^ t r y  n T  & ^  m0re’ and ‘^ r e -  
landlords by any  legislative Enactment a i f  °l 1 ̂  ° CCU.rrence- I f  the 
ten an t (such as I  have before described V r e m  t0 ? lve *,he outgoing 
ments, or expenditure on their farms w’2  , ,  u " eraí10n for im prove- 
the “  ten an t’s r ig h t”  in the N orth  ’ 8 be recognising
landlords to do so, a n “ g e t proper íena t  T  *  " 0t be be« cr 
s ta lk  abroad, unchecked and  uncontrol]1 "  to  bave ln tim idation 
in ju ry  to property  : b u t w ho w ill ■,„) Í  W\  6 loss o f life and 
firmed bad tenan t, indifferent as to t h l T  e / I« h ti  for the  con- 
the cultivation o f his farm . I t  w ould hP„aym ent o f hls ren t> and  also 
culcate, such, w ould be subversive o f th  “ rous doetrine to in -

W0Ifldthea  ]!  IUtle Value t0 the P o ^ e s s o X  it  and

nual sums draw n from °thh c o u n ^ b ” 6 ,rem edy w ith  re" ard  to th e  an -
cljme, either in  the shape" of a tax  o n tf “ te.eS’ ^  & * " * « »
w ay, it  w ould raise a fund to a l le v l?  “ C° T  or 111 some other
ing  and destitution w hich th e Í u m h £  T ' ? ”  ° f  ° fsuffei"
donbt can there be on th  „ i !  daSS ‘°  Und(^ ° -  W h at
C hristianity , th a t if  the money w hich thny T  P e n s i o n s  to
spent a t  home, but the artisan  anri t l V f  T  absentees sPend abroad was 

1 »  of 4 « .  combined J  *£% ’£*£££
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classes of society to make voluntary contributions somewhat effectual, 
to cover the destitution of the indigent and unemployed ; that a poor 
law was indispensable, yet I. considered that remedy imperfect, which 
did not give out-door releif, or a substitute, by which the applicant 
would be enabled, to obtain assistance without any derogatory means, 
or the means of employment to the able bodied man w anting such. 
This absentee tax or fund would go very far to remedy many of those 
evils which the humble classes suffer, and perhaps in  a great many in­
stances, would be the means of compelling some of those who migrate 
for pleasure to stop a t home. Those to be exempted from the tax, 
should be such as were obliged to reside out of the country for the be­
nefit of tl eir health, having a medical certificate to that effect, and 
also for the transaction of business which should require their attend­
ance, and also those, not so privileged, who did not reside out of the 
country for six'months in succession.

You have many opportunities afforded you, as I have suggested, of 
giving employment to the labourer, and that of a permanent nature, 
anything temporary will not do. There are amongst others I have men­
tioned, the mines of this country, which could be worked to your ad­
vantage, and the reclamation of the waste lands— perhaps you could 
not embark money in a better speculation; those already worked are 
returning eight per cent, upon the capital. Humble as my plans and 
suggestions are for the improvement of the condition of the country, 
the government following up their good intentions to alleviate the 
mass of suffering in it, may be induced to take same into their conside­
ration, and adopt some of them. M ake the people happy and you 
make them good subjects, and you link  together those ties which no­
thing could sever, and which would be the most certain mode of fixing 
the equanimity of the two countries on th a t basis nothing could 
disturb— leave the public in wretchedness, they become bad subjects 
and regardless of existence, and open to the commission of every crime, 
though there isno extenuation for the commission of crime under any cir­
cumstance. L et all cheerfully unite in the good w ork of improvement, 
let it not be done by halves, it is worthy of a good cause, and one which . 
the highest in authority in the country should take a pride to assist, and
I trust that co-operation will make Ireland, and her people, w hat 
nature and nature’s God intended them to be, happy, prosperous, and 
contented.


