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esntil ovads beoh o orfw | Ve .V T : ‘ a1 : ,
'3 S | 0 letter, was originally addr o the late Colonel Michael Doligny—a public anno smaent of dts fort ing
_appearance having Bm published in thee%sﬂgoﬁ, of Saturday, 5th April, 186%; as well as in t ggﬁubsém t issuehg?]ﬁ;l‘ix;?,
‘journal; 12th April. ' theletter h;d'bedp:p?nﬁe’d off;,but before the morning. of publication; the staxtling and mowrnful
news reached Dublin lﬁn \ridam.lsg\xz,l%}:l), ,t,h;t Colonel Doheny was no more ! ;
e There was not however, as may be seen, & word in ‘the letter‘of which even'such a ' dorfowiul mneidént wonld domand the
recal or modification ; and so fh&x'e allowed ‘every. line and: every sentence to stand, exa.ctlg., s firstrwritten . Evenat the
moment when I believed Mr. Doheny in the full vigour of life, and a powerful (though unconscionsjagent of grievous injustice to
me, 1 did'not utter, in Teply 6 him, a hurtful word, or an angry epithet. © On the contrary; ..k expresses my opinion that he
wou'd not have vended those unjust and false stat:ments had he not been under the impres:ion that they were just and true :
and T addressed to him a demand for reparation as to *“ a gentleman and a man of honour, betrayed intd ‘2 serious error?
i Wi That: demand he’ wouldhave: justified’ and).complied with, had God spared him $o, learn how far apart from truth
manliness, gratitude, and honour, were the sta.tetpénbs, passed off on him and others, as facts. Had desth bub waited a fm’a
short days, my estimate of Colonel Doheny’s manliness ‘and honour, ‘would, I feel confident, bedully vindicated. But we are parted

-

nowiby the grave, and shall meef no more till we both stand before the; Eternal Judge of ull canses.
Doheny was made the instrument of doing me, I need scarcely say 1 heartily forgive.
lection of all he laboured, dared, and suffered, for his native land.

his soul.

use: Whatever warong Colonel
Above his bier there survives but a recol-
And I pray that God may grant light and rest eternal to

In the Sec_ohd f’a‘{:-t of the following letter, I shall ad(’lress mysef to the reader,” and thus completé‘a dufy forced updn

! me through four yearssof silences but déstined—as I have already received reason to believe—to exercise a useful, 4 lasiing, an i

2 memorable influence on Irish National Opinion.,

A, M. 8,

poil 1 a0 e Dublin,. 195h, April, 1862.
Sir--I have received through the post a pam;hlet
reprint from the Boston Pilol of cetrtain proceedings
a' a meeting of ¢ The Fenian Brotherhood,’”’ held i
Philadelphia on the 6th of February last. !
As I did not see the report when it originally ap-
peared, I have not had an opportunity earlier than this
of perusing your speech on that occasion. In that
speech you make-certain statements with reference to
me,* which I am willing, to believe you considered to
‘be true. But they were not true,as I slfall_zexﬁibit
to you; and I entertain a hope that you will "ncéonji-
ingly act as becomes a gentleman and a man of honour
betrayed into a serious error. T g
f[ was_not, however, ignorant that those statements
. were in ﬁ;?ubtﬁon. -1 had long heen ma ‘é aware
that parties.in this country, who could not buf know
their gross falsehood, were working ajxa their dissemi-
‘nation with the activity of mslico “and the ‘sécrecy

VRN 8

* T mean the following :—* But while Mr 0’ Brien warns
the people: against, this .danger, does; not, at; the-same
time, warn the government. that it time has come (cheers .
Ue otight t feﬁexﬁb:.:h what was mhit conseqience of- his
former warning . (lou egrs)., . At,that time he was: en-
irwgﬁ&ed ?Tvgtj artless, ;&ffg)%ﬁioi;*{s%,’agg’ frank géntleman,
‘editér of the Dublin Nation, wrote t6 him, asking, ‘in the
simplicity of his heart, whether, he belonged| to; a secret
_society. Now, you know thata London law has made secret
 societies a crime punishable with severe penalties, and you
. willat onee s¢e how modest it was to ask him if he be-

longed to one: Besides, if Mr O’Brien did belong to a

secret society, the secrets'of which he was pledged to keep,

~wag it nct very complimentary to his honour and good faith
% %g!g‘h_xml divulge t@ crels in a letter through the
Brifish post-office? Mr O'Brien answered his correspons
dent in the¢ negati d denounced secret societies, of the
cistence of 1 ned the people. That warning
He. government ; and immediately

on_the walk You know what followed.

honght, and.I yet think, he was betruyed,
al, and the consequences which followed

y ;ﬁa pen this time,, %.‘utter’ "inexplicable
'l;.ig\ preseat course with no feelings
- But ,,tﬁ;ﬁf',fqogt' amusing and

IGO0

)

A

Sap. regar

v b I

of coWa@i%:e. Never dared to be publicly put
forvyagc; where the facts were known and the proofs
were at hand, and where, if true, their truth must
have been motorious; never manfully asserted in a
manner to be grappled with—thesé calamnious inven-
tions have been plied only in stealth and darkness.
Times were in Ireland when the name of Nationality

‘was identified with everything bold, open, and straight-

{orw"a‘rd; when, face to face, in open day, meti con-
fronted their mccusers or assailants; and charges
against public men were made where they could be
met, gifted, and decided. In the public’ life of those
times; honourable men were not afraid tomix. The
knave and the traitor were sure-to be challenged ; the
honest and faithful were certain of fair trial. ' At least,
the tribanal was open, public, and free. At least, the
accuded saw the face of his accuser, and heard the
charges. “The public heard the ‘evidence and decided
the case.

But how stand the facts now ? Ask the foremost
and highest amougss thore who suffered and sacrificed
inth struggle with which your own name is associated-
Asl those"whoj;here in Treland, see and come in con-
tact with the state of things that now'exists. * They
will tell you that, as P..J. Smith deseribed it the other

 dayy: “asystem of moral assassipation’’. is beginning to

show -itself anongst.ws. They will tell you that, the
fair fame of men.who left Ireland in felon chains for
Ireland’s sake, has not escaped the gnawing reptiles

amazing part of the former affsiv was that the very'man

who first Zounded on the government made the prosecutions

that could not butfollow the disclosures which he had so

‘artlessly drawn from Mr O’Brien, a pretext for Toud pa-

triotic. demonstration, " The: ‘fair  trial fund,” a most
appropriate basis for agitation, was established. Mr
O’ Brien freely contributed to the fund which was to save
the prisoners from the ruin he was made the unwary
instrument of calling down upon them (lopd cheers). The
result of the fund was affording “Mr Thomas © Hagan a
chance of becoming Attorney-General tothe Queen,  That
end was attained, and that end only (cheers),”
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that creep around. They will tell you that, as a
consequence, men of honourable principles and sen-
sitive natures are shrinking from active public parb
in our cause, day by day. In fine, that there prevai-la
now in our politics that anarchy which ensues in
the absence of & recognised tribunal, with authority
to decide disputes and judge causes. That the
oeatification of private malice robes itself as a
vindication of public justice; that men speed the
work of denunciation, intolerance, and hatred, with
the phrases “urion,” ‘‘love,” and “ brotherhood”
on their lips; and characters who, in a better and
purer state of political affairs would not venture
to show their faces, now go about with all the
boldness of bravos, threatening their wretched system
of calumny against those who are too honest or too
independent to be intimidated.

Lt

I have long been a mark forthese vile tactics.
have kept silent for four years, out of considerations
that have been abused. I have scorned to reproach
ingratitude, though I koew that some of the hands
engaged in stabbing me in the back, owed me the |
servics almost of Iife ; and though some of the tongues |
retained to work my defamation, had called Heaven |
iteelf to witness a thousand obligations to me. Silent ‘[
so long, if T, at last, speak out to-day, I promise you |
it shall be effectively and finally, and that I shall not
appeal in vain to the feeling, the justice, and the
manhood of my country,

L will at last publicly expose conduct on the part of
the Secret Society which will throw light on much
that has probably been enigmatical to many in Ireland
during the past four years. I will let the country see
and judge for itself the tactics I have for this period
silently scorned. It shall hear of the proposition of
the Secret Society to me by one of its agents, which
I indignantly repelled ; and it shall see and read, and
track from month to month and year to year—word
for word, and line for line—the carrying out of the
threats then and subsequently made. to me ; threats
that now as then, and for all time as now,
and utterly defy.

Let my word never be believed in Ireland—let my
countrymen never trust me more—if I do not to-day
unravel a thread of steady, persevering, systematic
slander, running through these four years ; if I do not
show charges the most atrocious proved to be false
cowardly, and vindictive—proved to be false not b )
any repelling allegationg of mine—not by a,ny a.rgu;si
ment or pleading, howsoeyer forcible —but by docu

ments, da!e.s-, Witnesses, a "
tl nd acts entir
control, f ely beyond my

I openly

Before I call forth g line of

:tate a word of the simple relation of facts with
reterence to them, I will fiygs put upon the record the

those proofs, and before

charges they rebut ang confound. Thege charges

THE PH®ENIX SOCIETIES

describe a villain, a. perfidious ‘wretch ; a monster;
and they declare I am that villain, wreteb, and
monster. These charges purpork to be based not upon
private circumstances, but upon public facts, which
therefore, happily, any man who may read these lines
can consult, interrogate, and judge for himself. If
these charges be true, I am a person whom a mau of
honour would shun with loathing and dutestation.
[f they be false, the men who originated and the
men who spread them, must be “ moral assassins,”
indeed.

I accept the issue, &l}d by it let me and them be
judged. N 5 :

The first time I ever heard of the statements in
question was when I read a letter addressed to me
by Mr J. O’Mahoney, through the pages of the Phwnix
newspaper (26th Aug.,1859,) of New York ; the officiz1
organ of the Secret Society, edited by the * Head
Centre” of that organisation, publishing its notifica-
tions, “ general orders,” cautions, warnings, list: «f
suspects—and other attempts at terrorism, Thatle' ter
[ shall quote in full in its proper place, when detail ng
the circumstances that ostensibly called itforth; Lus
I may here state briefly that it alleged : —

Firstly-- That [ “‘sent a missive to Mr Smith

- O’Brien, inquiring whether he was a member of any

“ Secret Society.”

Though this assertion will be found repeated fre-
quently in the calumnies I shall have to guote, 1%
will expedite matters a good deal if I here deal with
it at once : =% It is false. I mever made any such
inquiry of Mr O'Brien. I never asked such a ques-
tion of him or any other person. Mr O’Brien happily
is within reference ; and with a knowledge of that
fact I here confidently and publicly brand the above
assertion of Mr J, O’Mahony as a falsehood.

Secondly —That 7, by an article in the Nation, was
to all appearance ke first to accomplish the betrayal
of the Pheenix prisoners.”*

Thirdly—That I (thereby) *‘pointed out the prey” to
the Government, and thereby **started the game.”

Fourthly—That thereupon ¢‘Goulah was set upon
‘¢ the young men’s track, and immediately after the
‘¢ arrests began to be made.”

* Though I shall, further on, deal at ample length with
this allegation, upon which the whole superstructure of defa-
mation is based, I may as well reveal the fact at once, that
it is Jalse ; and the fact of its falsehood is a matter any man
in Ireland can test for himself, by referring to the Irish
newspapers of that year. The first notice, * exposure,”
‘“reprehension,” or *‘denunciation” of any «kind that ap-
peared in an Irish paper referring to the Pheenix Societies,
as far as I can trace or recollect, was in the Iristman news-
paperof Ith Oct.,1858—several weeks before the Nation's first
article, which was on the 30th October. In the interval,
the government press (Evening Mail, Cork Constitution,
dcc., ) had opened fire, Thus totters and crumbles to pieces
the whole fabric of lying and ¢ linder, baced on Mr O’Ma-
hony’s statement that the Nation article was ** the first”—
i.¢., thatjOctober 30 came before October 9! * More anon.”

wh
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Fifthly—That ¢‘ after thos* very men” (the Pl nix
prisoners) I was myself ¢* the first to set the bloodhounds
of Saxon law.”’

Nothing, it will be seen, could be more clear and
specific than these charges—how true or how fulse, we
shall afterwards fully examine ; bub lest there should
be any question of their accuracy, hers are the
passages in full from Mr J. O’Mahony’s letter : —

By some means or other you found out that there was
some secret among the Irishmen of your native town which
was not entrusted to you, and you fcrthwith sent a missive
to Mr Smith (’Brien, wquiring whether he was a member
of any secret society —you thought he was! and you inno-
cently asked him whether he would tell you all about it ?
He gave a prompt answer to your letter, and denounced
secret societies th.rein—assuring you that he was not a
member of any such, and that he did not know of the ex-
istence of any, Ycu, however, had a suspicion of their
existence, and by thus publicly announcing it, you were, to
all appearance, the first to accomplish the batrayal of those
same prisoners you now champion. You pointed out the
prey—you started the game— G'oulah was set upon the young
men’s track, and immediately after the arrests began to be
made. And now, indeed, your solicitude for those very
men, after whom you were yourself the first to set the
bloodhounds of Saxon law, boils inte indignation, and you
insolently canvass the acts and motives of men of whom
you know nothing, and who have nothing in common with
you..

I think it will be agreed that the man of whom
such charges are true, is a wretch, a perfidious villain,
a monster—that is to say, A. M. Sullivan, if they be
proved.

I think it will be agreed that the man who made
such charges, if 7ot true, is either a maniac or a moral
assassin—that is to say, Joln O Mahony, if those
charges be fulse,

We shall see.

They were not the hasty ubtterances of an angry
moment. No ; the policy of the Secret Sociaty, and
its private threats to me, decreed otherwise. Repeti-
lion was to accustom the popular mind to an agsertion,
an isolated utterance of which would be laughed at as
the raving of a bedlamite. There was time  for
inquiry—supposing the fiolish idea that trath made
any difference in ‘¢ the system ;” or supposing that
the person who made those charges considered it (as
most men would) an awful responsibility to God and
man, to put such terrible accusations forward without
solid certainty of their truth. One would think that
(seting aside altogether whether he believed in such a
thing as Conscience, God, or Hereafter), the mere
worldly pirudence to be expected from a Leader,
Gereral, *“ Head Centre,” and Guide of the Szcrét
Societies, would suggest correct information on a matter
so important, Yet here we have the Phwnir, once
again—nine months afterwards—nioe months, without
& word of retort or recrimination from me —withample
-opportunity for inquiring—repeating the same stale-
ments : —

That I “ wrote to Mr. O'Brien inquiring whether
“ he (O’Brien) was a member of a Seciet Soclety.”

That I “ duped Mr. O’Brien,”

That mine was ‘¢ the inception of that belrayal con-
 summated by Goulah at Tralee.”

That “ as soon as the prisoners were arrested” (1)
their « setter became their champion.”

Once more I shall quote the passages verbatim from
the ‘¢ Official Journal (27th Oct., 1860) ”: —

A short time before the arrest of the late Kerry and
Cork state prisoners, the editor of the Nation wrote to
Mr O’Brien, inquiring whether he (O’Brien) was a member
of a Secret Society.  We care not to inquire into the
motives that dictated so preposterous and meaningless an
inquiry ; we think them inexplicable ; but the question
involved either of two very extraordinary alternatives :
either tho writer new that the answer would be in {he
negative, or ewpected that Mr O’Brien would reveal a
secret he was bound by eath or pledge to preserve invio-
lable. If the former, what then? What was the object
to be gained ? what the interest to be served ? If the
latter, what outrage, or insult possible to the vilest con-
ception, so flagrant as the one the question involved ? It
must be based on the presumption that Mr O’Brien would
betray his comrades and forswear himself. But the result
was a reply from Mr O’Brien, denying that he was a
member, expressing an apprehension that Secret Societies
existed, and pronouncing on them the most unqualified
condemnation. We thought then, and we think now,
that Mr O’Brien was duped, and duped by his interro-
gator. ‘What %is intention was, we leave him to reconcile
with his conscience : but the end gained was the inception
of that betrayal, consummated by his namesake Goulah
at Tralee. As soon as the prisoners were arrested their
setter became their champion.

Time wore on, and so far from * suing for terms,’
or “making my peace,” with ‘the head, centre, or tail
of the Secret Society, I was found obdurately defying
their big threats, their mysterious ‘* warnings,” and
parrotted slanders. Many an “ overture” was made to
me ; many an intimation that ‘it was better to be on
“ terms with them, as they would be able to melt away
‘“ any man’s character.” I had bubt one answer for
every overture, and every intimation—that I defied
such weapons and such foes, Accordingly, betimes, to
keep the flagging slanderers here ia Ireland from for-
getting their task, the organ in New York reminded
them of the cry to be maintained. In December,
1860, in the same page with “ general orders” issued
by the ¢ Committee of Public Safeéty” (so designating
itself), officially directing surveillance of terror over
men ‘‘who have striven fo injure the erganisation by
word or deed’—memory is jogged with reference to
myself (silent still) as follows : —

We told him he lied, and that he knew it. We told
him, moreover, that he was the original Goulah, who
hounded on the government against the Phenixes, whom he
championed as soon as he had betrayed.

Months again go by, an?, no doubt, resolving to im-
prove the opportunity of uiter silence on my part,
while evidencing the rancorous vexation my contempft
aroused, the work is sped “bravely” (Phewmiz, 20th
April, 1861) : —

We charged him with being in advance of Goulah, in
hounding on the government against the Phenix prisoners,

and when they were arrested, seizing on the sensabion
created by their arvest, and converting it into capital for
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shall subsequently quote. But sines T mean to repose
the case entirely on witnesses, documents, dates, and
facts beyond my own influence—and will motclaim as
evidence any unsupported statement made by myself
—-1I wish it distinetly to be understoodthat you are-at
liberty to attach no value to this explanatory narrative

his paper. ~His extreme anxietz for the prisoners, and his

ity i i ial ” ag if a fund
ivity in- the &ffair of the trial fund,” as if

32&1‘: c}:,\mmand a fair trial, diverted public attention _fron:i
his first treachery, and won him a place on the Nationa

Petition Committee™ . 3
Theabove severil quotations, though including every

reference to such charges made publicly that I amin
anywiss aware of, reveal only glimpses, here and there

of the general scheme pursued,, They are bus the
published utterances, = I cannoti bring into the reomid
Lthe ten thousand varying versions spread, orally, in
stealth; by the society agents in Ireland ; and spread
most anxiously wherever it was found that no recol-
lection of the facts, or access to them, threatened ex~
posure of the conocoction ! I cannob deal with th.e
myriad miserable accessories of defamation (the parbi-
culars of which I have neyer heard) whispered and
hissed — dropped here «and - there — tentatively and
cautionsly—tha$ is to say, sneakingly. Born of the
great ¢ Head Central” lie, these isickly offspring. will
not long survive its ignominious end. 'Let them creep
on. I shall leave them to their fate.

So.far; however, I have fully endeavounred to collect
and set forth cvery one of the charges with reference
to my public ceaduct and character from. which: yon
derived the statements hazarded in  your speech at9
Phila lelphia. Tghall now enfer upon the main objéct
of this letter = I ghall now quote from other dacu~
mants, and fuliil the public undertaking with which I
set oit, invoking the full penalty and forfeiturve if I
fail,

Nor shall I rost there. I now add to that under-
taking, another. I undertake not merely to prove
Mr (’Mahony’s reiterated allegations, false ; but I
undertake to prove—by evidence, witnesses, docu-
ments, and dates, over which I have no control—that
the very contrary of his allegations is the truth. I
undertake to show that mine is not simply the case of
a man who did not act the deeds attributed to him,
but tkat the mere charge is, in my cade, an ingratitude
most hase, unequalled, and revolting,

And the witnessesto preve this, shall be=THE PHENIX
PRISONERS THEMSELVES ! :

. It will be useful if I here give a consecutive narra
tive of events, for the purpose of placing in theif
proper connexion and order of time, the documents I

* Burely, the * Head Centre” ought t0 be beli
he shows himself  to be .go ugcuurately inflgfxggd?
Here he Ie‘f‘)resentg to his credulous readers in Amex
rica that * the Editor of ‘the Nation” won a place
on the National Petition Committee, “by his extreme
y anxiety for the Pheenix prisoners, and his activity in

the affair of the trial fund”—said ** National Petition”
E;migh: %Ec‘tlmemf; fﬁ'xgﬁated, composed, and published

o Editor o e Nation—said ** Nati Petiti

Comrmtte9 being a body called together anﬁ}nggnﬂ?ﬂféoﬂ
by the Editor of the Nation himself | —and hark C’B
Doheny—upon that committee * the g A

‘ Editor, of the N ation”
](1f I am meant) never placed himself—nevey v?aﬁvg;;%gd
;y 8’21;'/1 :ﬁgl-l— m;v.er }I:ac%‘on i at all the place well-informed
ek ¥ says he "“won”—or any other Place whatso-

beyond what may be justified by the'corroborating
evidence of the documents or facks appealed to im ity

Tn the early part, of the yedk 1858 T whé whitil,
upon, one day, by a man whom I long had reason to.
believe, from himself and others, was largely engaged -
in establishing Secret Societies throughout, Ireland.
Indeed, from myself he never concealed the generalfact,
and T know that a lonig time before éver ‘the Pheenix
Societies were formally introduced. iuto, Ireland,, he
had contemplated  ‘getting hold of” the Ribbon orga-
nisation, and 'trying'to turn it to his desperate
purposes:: There. are reasons why, as an 'haﬁomiahla‘-;‘
man, I should now be silent on his fatilts, and ‘say a¢"
little as is absolutely necossary of him ag all. fnlwba.b
I'am compelled to reveal, I shall be &s” rigidly exact
ag if, I stood at the Judgment $éat, and T shall not "
reveal any more than is imperatively required in the -
present letter. ke, in the course of along conversa-
tion, proposed to me to join the Secret Society—ihe
formal name of which was, not referred to then.. He,
of course, approached the subject as prudehi}y.,..gs
he ﬁde_emed necessary ; and he, quite as inat‘urally, \
avoided the revelation of particulars which would only
be made known. to me w]\il'en I was sworn in.

I rejected the proposition—utberly, instantly, and
vehemently. I need not go over here the grounds
upon which I did so. They are very manifest and
public through my writings in the Nation.

I rejected the proposition ; I declined to take
the oath ¢ after which 1 would be told more
“ that might make me think better of it.” 7
did not rest satisfied with refusing—and - here
comes the one crime ~of mine for which the
Head Centre’s vengeance will not sleep. 7 vehemently
endeavoured to persuade him from such an enterprise, He
argued at great lengta the advantages of a Secret Or-
ganisation—argued them better than I ever heard
them urged before or since. Many a tiine during the
last year have some of his words, spoken to e then, been
revealed Yo me as if written in fire. I now tell you,
and I tell the ¢ Head Centre”—and all the other
centres, segments, and circumferences—that the reason
why they have failed to trick, surprise, on intimidate
me any once during the four years''game betwean us
here in Irleand, is, because I know every card in ther

hand, and every trick they can play. I know Bow much

of their power is ‘¢ make-believe” and how much is

real. I know their reliance, their tactics, their re- '

sources ; and I can tell nearly as well as the Head

Centre himself, and nearly as soon as he, any spot
v,
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' “40f” tho_ organisation,, and,, give, it . an

7 8o wvodio erorsms bog 1l ‘19

mb&mn 89,4 member,” the agent— |

‘uﬁy cand £wmg,93§k mt s}pwpd, he had
e

eklauﬂliﬂ?fed haﬂ Afbention to_
a&‘ t"?ﬂi —RhaY, iﬁ“ﬂg
"%Mﬁ"?ﬂii" © throug
tempt just made, -He sgugkq tq exacli,ra. pmm;ae

) unsuccessful at-
fr_gip\ me that 1 ;vqlglq‘ ,cpnq;der the mtel view, as
if it had . mever _jaken , placc—that I would -not

shape my course in th e . Nation 'Dy a?y knowledgg
i MJHM%{ E oMt gﬁ &, iho: hut _write Just, as if oL
- were ﬂ}lﬁﬁf o H‘"‘W mﬁ' before, 1. saw. thg,t
 this meanti that L should  write ‘! over the, Lead

mdl

rﬁ sum ' Iﬁp}lﬁd} thatﬂthm was Unposs-

‘ b{ﬁﬂ ,ﬁhﬁwI Jie,t: cboundy, to_ diregt the Jounrnal

_itywag.as

7 53“59?5}“

. cpnscien 9;@]3_ TR ,ﬁb;ut that L. would mosf. oer-
tainly nglemg.}g‘pndqrta“ke 1ok, to revea.l any.of
th,ﬁp_x;ojeqp_q‘or cirgumstances d1scnaaed, or; (u long an.
secret) pql;}&ply allude to the ew.;t.enae of t.ha
sggigty,e ss.in_one or the other of twe cases ; .viz,
ualess, My,bﬁyp mfo;patmn reached me from other
with a demand, for ppblication; ory sesondly,
discovered; that; the socishy, W33 using my
name,; ot that of the, Nation, tg aid their pmpagaéndxsm,
quhly or J,pg]}rqq y. N Iou. will nok dare allude, to,
.us openly, in eny ca.se,” said, he, and he laughed
WQOWIY 4 If ;you, say there- -are, secreb socigties,
“ e wilk Ip(pma,dzct you, or« perauade some one not in
“the: secres to contradict you—and what will you do
"ﬂ;gnl Xou. must stand bqicg{e the public having,
“ made a f; false charge, or else_divulge facts which the.
&4 (,aovemment (,'au .subpoena you Lo pr oue pu Qaren Ty
“ We'll dr.fy you,_to it.” 1. saw., hhe dlﬁculty,
mp.ﬁ;gnkly conf?ssed, ik, « Pa.use a.nd conm&er well,

A th,eﬁ ” he gontinued, ipllowmg up his advantage—-

“ before you take. your course. A secret orgamsatwu
“‘pgu}d crush a newspaper or dest.mg' a man in your
“ posiiion, w;thout the poss1b1hty of your makmg a
“gingle teto:t—for yoq daren ta.vow you new them
“ They could. do t-heu: ends. a»gms(t you, up to your

| “t,qashJ and. pefosq your eyes, ‘andf you_be obliged

“ o kkeep silent and blind q,boqr, ghem all the while
116 was-aninterview 1 was sure o temember for ever;

. and Lcould depose to nearly.the wordsin which I finally

replied : —¢¢Grod knows it should be a bad enterprise
“indeed: 1 -wonld blame, that promised better than
“ any other to clear oub.anyhow the heartless and
“ aecursed system thatgrinds us, into powder ; and 1
¢ do not wonder,at men disgasied with the way the
“middle classes seem making their terms and giving
* in their adhesion £o imperialisation (at the price of

¢ giving’ mp,the people to be sacrificed), turning in

“ desperation ‘and vengeance to & means like this. But

¢ for me, I am & Catholic; and if I am ever to die for

“ Ireland 'it certainly shall not be with a conscience

I HELAND AND AMkich.
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gl unassuted that thé neadls ag 'well as tﬁe oanike’ are’
“‘jﬂdt nd ‘honourable. Revolubion is dt’ﬂest a ter-
< 1iblg" evﬂ, ‘thbugh not ‘alwhys greatéyr thad’iu’bmis-
“éx&ﬁ‘ “Bot jbu Seek 'sépatation, whilé" Foild Be
‘“aonténﬁ‘ with Ieg%shtive mdepen&eh TET wéke'
«driven to the'tiéld,” 14d68A, to Atekd a
“be'for entire separation.’ ButT’ hoﬁ"ﬁmt régorts to
« army’ ahould bE truly théh’aﬂ Tesodtcs : and, if* fa.shljr
“fiade and’ without firm an&’v"i:tuﬁus ‘kdidatich; ate”
sécfiminal in the last' degreé™ My seitiments are'well”
f“knowa; T'shall not Goridenl nor'cdnspire ; thotgh T
“lenow well, and you-kiow Yoo, fHat 7y 13" At i

‘“property would be th&firss to fall to-motretw, ovéf’
“for your acts, if your Society were to risk a conflict.
¢“ Ay for the possibility' of the Society \injuring ‘nie
“ vindictively, snd ity facilities for terrorism, 'thit
“"might” do elsewhet‘e but it will ‘not ‘do " heré in
“TIreland. ~I am not's bit afr aid “of“it.

On''the ¢on-
“Yrary, -while o

8

all, it would'

\

ghall ot eourt” ‘donflict with ydu, i

“ it ‘must coma*to that, T ward Jou to'take care who

“‘-‘wlll’ &b‘x’ﬁé‘uﬁ' secbnd best in the long' ru. o

Mopths rollag by, and towards J uly, severa.l of Lb,e

Iettexg received.by ma ‘edxtelmlly from: gor respondants
in thelcountry, began to contain, in private, pestscriptg,

enigmatical sentences and vegug. ablusious that bore, "
I distegarded the matter

but one, mt.erpret.atmn.
ubgorly fog gome time, hut neither my colleagues nor
myself could, avoid, coming, to the painful conclusion

| thaty it was Dbelieved by  parties in_the p.l;ovinces,‘

apparently belonging to the secret.organisation, that I
was an ipitiated member .of the Society.  Meanings
#cemed fiobe pubon our articles in the Vation, favourable
to the movement; and incidents and phrases, in reality
of the most ordipary chara.ctel, in national writings, con

strued to alike infent. Wedid our best to afford 10
grounds for misiaking our prmclples and course of action

without, however (as the pages of the Nation prove),

making even the most remote allusion to the facts in
Towmds August, however, downright

mfa.tuatlon seemed to have seized on the Phoumx,

members, for (as. was subsequently stated in the
Irishman newspaper) they made no secret whateyer of
the existence of their organisation ;. and i that month
I became . possessed of the most posuwe proof that men-
bers had " joined op the representation made to. them
U’Lat.[ was in the , movement, 1 felt indignant ; buf, L
remembered the dxﬁiculby so artfully. yet correctly
taunted against me by ¢ the agent.” . It had come to
pass, What was I todo? I profess to have a con-
science and to shape my course as a pubhc man, 1ot
merely by légal lines, popular verdicts,’ of persanal

profits, bub by defined principles,.and asense of moral ,
accotntability. Would I, or would I not, be, to a’

large extent, qccnuntable for every man who, might
become involved through useof my name, after I had
once, become aware my' name was thus used, yet

silently allowed such. use of it to continue ? I was per- -
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pexed, I contentid myself however, with giving
privately, at every opportunity, to those who referred
or alluded to the subject in my presence, such ungua-
lified reprehension for my own part of any such mode
of political action, as would, I hoped, record and fieﬁne
my course in the matter as unequivocal and ooualsten_t.
Subsequently some friends, clergymen and others, in
the south- west of Ireland (ignorant of such private re-
pudiation on my part) made strong complaint to me
on the subject, and (knowing me too well to doubt my
real sentiments) they adjured me to remove, by an
explicit declaration, publicly made, all possibility of my
name being abused in such a manner. I replied to them,
privately, declining respectfully to assume the responsibi
lity of dealing publicly with circumstances that would be
new, startling, and almost incredible to most of my readers,
In the case of one respescted correspondent this was
deemed quite insufficient ; and I then stated that in a
few days I would be visiting the south of [reland on a
pleasure trip, when I could, without attracting any
attention, make it my business personally to place my
attitude towards the now almost public “ secret” move-
ment beyond doubt in the locality. Accordingly I left
Dublin by themid-day train for Cork on the 20th Aug.*
I reached Bantry on the 21st of August, and epent
altogether in the district three or four weeks; most of
this time being occupied in cruising round the coast in
o small pleasure yacht. It was my first holiday for
some years, and I found that most of the Phoenix
members were boys whom I had loft in short clothes
when I set out from home a few years before. So far
from it being true that ¢ there was some secret
‘“among the Irishmen of my native town which was
*“ not entrusted to me” (as Mr J. 0’Mahony astutely
alleges), I had not been in “ my native town” forty-
eight hours when a sworn member of the Secret
Society (and as resolute, fearless, and inviolable a
man as ever they owned), not merely ‘‘entrusted” it
tome, but confidentially consulted with me for hours
together on the whole subject! For a long time he
was hurt with the idea that my disclaimers of mem-
bership proceeded from a mistrust of him ; and I
Bha'll never forget the humorous winks, nods, and
lim1}es that encountered my first remarks against the
'?‘0013;Y —-a::lnuch_ a's to say “ Oh, yes ; all right ; we
» :ll:n ;l'i‘;ta&c . &it”m Anseceasary you should ssem to

y XC., &C, a matber of fact, I would have

relied to any extent on hig resolution ; and I know he'

would have entrusted hig life o my secrecy, I say

* I am thus particular because i )
brother, on the hint of the tg?é)v]:;ns ﬁ&a‘;{;gﬂoulilis
Qamted me out to Mm——regularly set me for lu'm-—'in thg
Courthouse pf Trale_ae, during the subsequent trials swore
an information against me, deposing that on that d'ay the
20th of August, I, on the high road near Kenmare s;vore
him in & member of the Secret Society. The rufﬁan it
WOuId_ Séem, was aware that my name had been used ,as
above'mtxmat_ed; and, thinking I was a member, thout ht
to stiike me down by n chance perjury, ¢ -

THE PH(ENIX SOCIETIES

this man had been told stories the most cruelly false.

He had been led to believe that John Mitehel, Smiih

O’Brien, myself, and numerous others—as well as
several distinguished Generals in France and America

—were all in the conspiracy. Mr. O’Brien had some-

time previously, as you may remember, made an ex-
tensive tour through Ireland —presented, by the way,
in several places with public addresses and other
marks of popular affection and admiration—and this
had been most successfully represented as a tour of in-
spection of the branches! Some of the most trivial in-
cidents in his journey were ingeniously construed to
corroborate this idea; & ough I knew from conversa-
tions with Mr. O’Brien himself—not to mind the
refutation supplied by his whole life—that this was as
dire perversion as that practised with reference towards
myself. Scarcely any assurances of mine ‘could
remove the belief that Smith O'Brien was in the
movement. Alas! thought I, Heaven only knows
how many an honest and faithful-hearted young fellow
is within this net, allured by the use of that potent
name!| I studiously avoided pushing inquiries. I
never uttered an allusion to the Secret Societies to
any one who did not introduce the subject to
me ; yet I found it one of the most public-private
secrets ever recorded. I returned to Dublin sorely
perplexed and grieved by the folly I knew to be
on foot—grieved because I had not read in vain
the history of such enterprises, and I was not more
certain that next day’s sun would rise, than that this
public-private ‘‘conspiracy” would result in affording
the Government a pretext for brutality, and spies &
prospect of blood-monsy. While I was yet deli-
berating how best to consult on the subject with some
of the leading Nationalists, a circumstance of the
most grave and direct importance took place.

The Bishop of Kerry called at the Nation office one
day, and, in manifest emotion, stated that ke had,
within the past hour, Keard one of the government
officials narrate, with painful minuteness, a full history
of the Pheniz movement in his lordship’s diocese! Tt
was, I understand, the first the Bishop had heard of
it ; however this may be, his wonted calmness seemed
quite overcome by troubled apprehensions of the fate
before the ** mad and brainless” youths thus proved to
be actually in the net, though they refused to believe it
ab the time, The Bishop urged the strongest appeal
that the Na ion should, by a public expostulation on
the subject, make a bold effort to save as many as
possible from the meshes ensnaring them, and disso-
ciate the national party from such schemes, Zhat the
government was preparing for a swoop, we now had
the proofs; and his lordship put very forcibly the
question how far I .should be acting humanely,
honourably, or conscientiously, in not trying my best—
with such knowledge in my possession—to rescue or
prevent from danger any hapless young men who
might be, as yet, free, though on the brink of peril,
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I felt in my soul the fall force of all the Bishop had
urged ; yet, still, I paused. The emergency demsnded
deliberation ; though, alas, it required promptitude
also.

The government had the thing in hand. They were
““nursing” it no doubt ; they were filling their net. What
was to be done? After much consideration I resolved
to take the advice of the men best entitled to be con-
sulted, and best qualified to advise, in such a case ;
and abide by their direction—I mean the leading
Nationalists within my reack — Messrs. O’Brien,
O’Doherty, Dillon, &c.

I am sure I resolved wisely. I rejoice that I did so.

I proceeded to Dalkey, and consulted one of the
most trusted and honoured men of ’48. He told me
he was aware of it all, and that he understood his own
name too had been used. We discussed the subject
at some length. As to my request for advice, he said
it was a difficult matter, and he should not like to

- undertake the responsibility of direoting me, one way

or another ; that as I had intimated, my iutention of
consulting the others, I could hear what they might
say ; but that for %is part e was of opinion the best
course would be to make no public notice of the
subject.

Suddenly, while I was thus anxiously guarding
against an ill-considered course, the 7rishman newspaper
appeared one Saturday (9th October, 1858) with an
editorial reprebension of the whole affair—with a guard-
hypothetical as toits real existence !*

It would seem, from what the Editor of that paper
stated, that the Catholic Clergyman in Kenmare had
publicly denounced the Secret Society from the altar,
in which act the Editor remarked that the Priest was
quite right. This was 'the first reference to the Secret
Societies I had ever seen in any Irish newspaper,

I beg you to note its date, and observe what fol-
lows. I balf suspeet that alrealy you begin to see
what a position Mr. John O’Mahony will be pu} in
presently by those dates. '

A week or so subsequently to the above, a simulta-
neous denuneciation of the Secret Societies was made
from the altars (at all the Masses, I believe) on a partis
cular Sunday, by the Catholic Clergy, in Clonakilty,
Skibbereen, Bantry, Kenmare and Killarney, &c. Do
you know what that means? Do you know what
sort of ‘' secrecy” exists of a fact publicly proclaimed

* Here it is verbatim :—*“We do not quite understand
the letter of Kenmare. If there be any absurd Secret
Society existing in his parish, the Priest is quite right in
warning his people to shun it: These societies are most
frequenily organised by Castle spies, and by informers of
the Jemmy (l'}Brien class, who make a trade in the blood

of honest, simple, credulous men. We earnestly join our

- voice to that of the Priest, and implore the peasantry to

shun those treacherous midnight associations. Believe
us, that is not the way in which Irish independence is to
be worked out. As for the reverend gentleman’s talk
about France and America that was harmless twaddle,” &c.

from ths altar in seven parishes in a district extending
over sixty miles ?

Supposing the government had not heard of it till
then (and thatthey iad heard itlong previous, the sworn
informations shew) how long were they likely to be in
ignorance further ? Did you yourself never observe
what regular attendants at Mass the police officers
are? Do you think they and the rest of a score
congregations—men, women, and children—loyalists,
stipendiary magistrates, and government officials
—say fifty thousand persons in all—were going
to keep confidentially private that a secret
organisation had been denounced from che altar ?
Even if Irishman, Nation, Mail, and every paper
in Dablin had come out after tiaf, what was there for
them to announce that the government had not re-
ported to it from every parish, and its friends heard
from every parish altar ?

As a matter of fact, the simultaneous action of the
Catholic clergy aroused greai attention and excite-
meut. That they did from the motives of sacred duty
that which 7, in my sphere, had been previously
oalled upon to do, is what no Irishman here,
in America, or elsewhere, dare gainsay. Some
of these sermons were the first intimations had of the
affair by 99 per cent of the hearers ; and what with
alarm, what with scepticism, what with indigna-
tion at the eulogies of “our blessed constitu-
tion” uttered by a few of the preachers, an out-
cry against those reverend gentlemen rose high and
loud. This news, of course, rendered further-hesitancy
mere weakness, if not worse, on my part. I had, up
to this, omitted to carry out my intention of consulting
Mr O'Brien, I had reasons. I hesitated to send
through the post-offica any letter alluding to such a
subject, especially in writing to a man whose letters
might probably be grahamised. There was now,
however, nothing for it but to write, taking the pre-
caution, however, to frame my letter with a
full regard to all the difficulties of the case.
I accordingly wrote to Mr O’Brien a carefully con-
sidered letter. I recollect vividly the consciousness I
had whila writing it that I should guard against even
the semblance of interrogation as to his wmembership,
I had no need to interrogate him at all on that point ; for
we,had conversed on secret organisation not long before,
and 1 knew his views—his strong views on the subject, °
The poiat I did put for his answer—as for that of his
honoured colleagues—was, the advisability of any public
repudiation.* 1 kept no copy of the letter I wrote to

* Mr O’Brien’s reply to this, beginning, ¢ In answer to
your inquiry, I have no hesitation in authorising you to
say that I do not belong to any Secret Society,” probably
caused Mr O’Mahony’s blunder, as it did that of the
London Z'imes. The **inquiry” which he answers, it will,
however, be seen. is one as to whether any public repu-
diation should take place with reference to the imputed
(and, as I knew from oral communications, falsely imputed)
complicity of the national leaders with the Secret Society,
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Mr O’Brien ; but I hope, and believe, thé documént’

itself may be in his possession, I have avolded com-
municating directly or indirectly with Mr O'Brien
on the subjéct,” that T may—as I do now, without
déubt ‘as “to its contents—boldly ' appeal to its
erms or ‘to Mr O’Brien’s recollection of them,
if the letter itself has been destroyed, I almost under-
take to say it intimated thatso anxious was I mnob to
run the risk of sending through the'post any reference

to the subject, that I had meditated travelling to

(shirmoyle, or sending a special messenger with my
letter. I ‘adverted to the fact that his name, and the
names of others, as well as my own name, were stated
to have been uded by'a certain organisation purporting
to aim af national objects} that I was fully conscious
of the numerous reasons that might prevent him from
sending through the post a 1étter on such a subject,
but that I was anxious for hi§ counsel”'as to 'what
would ‘bé  thé best‘course, for ‘the interests of  the
national cause, to be taked in the Nazion in such an
emergency. My ‘letter was' written on sbme day
bebtreen the 20tH and 245h'0f October. ‘Mr O'Briéu’s
reply was Written on the 26th, It came too late ; or
rather1 had déldyed Whitiog ‘t6o Tong. ~ Before it had
time to reéach me the Government press was ovt in_full
cry ! ,

In full _cry—in open chase. I say open chase ;.
because from_the date of the Bishop of Kerry’s call

upon me, I knew that the government was. privately orr
the track, and had the victims tn_the torls marked qul
and_ ready. for a batiue whenever the ¢ éppormne
momént” shouldarrive. The Hvening Mdil of Monday,
25th October, had a leader on tie then momentarily
expected visit of the 69th (New York) Regiment to
Ireland—the American papers just to_hand having
published the programme of the * visit”—where the
regiment would “encamp”~the provisions t;b be pro-
vided—how “furloughs” would be granted, &c, &c.
In the nexs number of the Mail (Wednesday, 27 Oct,)
there appeared in the editorigl columns, prominently
leaded under a startling bead:ng, the following ;—

The London Z'imes, carelessly treating of the subj-ct, fell
into Mr (’Mahony’s blunder (repeated by you in your
speech), but . I prompily pulled up the English editor by
the following note, which was duly published in the Z%mes

and quoted thence into the Nation and other papers :— !

TO 'THE NEDITOR OF THE TIMES,
; d _ NArIoN Office, Dublin, 3rd Nov., 1858,

Sir—In the T}m(_eﬂ'_of Tuesday last you ’appear to asgsume
that M.E Slmgh O'Biien's letter, to me—upon which you make
some observations—was in reply to an i iry if he be
SRR Sopla»:{l}(:" ply to nquiry if he p;lunget\l to
2 I?\g:'ixjmshu-mptm; is utterly erroneous, and is very unjust to

, L did" not ask him such a question, ‘because I consider

and lttm still of vopmiqm' that to do do would be to offer hile];e;k
insult, Aot

I merely submitted to him the fact—for such I'believ
b(,_tt,hgt a fiacre:. I}’ontiﬁgllsnciety, by no means 01? tﬁgi:hi?
racter yOm geem to have had in view, was repr ing hi
e 2 5 mge bl . A epresenting him to be
His reply speaks for ffself, b Bide

" T hdve felt it due to Mr O'Brien to offeér this correction, ~<I wih
sir, &e., ALEXANDER M. SULLIVAN,

‘.‘I..;.; o4 ,‘.| &hmzimmmﬁiﬁviﬁo :‘ m m isr 1

dnw?e-hu:g rd&dva;i‘l"ﬂhi followi dmmnﬁm _ m by this

ay’s post from a valued correspondent i—=y . daodhile b
Soard o By, Oobibes g8

I am glad to see that the Evening Mail has dir o3
attention of the ‘govérnment to lth%Qﬁo e
this country of & regiment of agmed men m
commanded by Colonel Ryan., ‘ﬁei'e are grotinds for
the exercise 'ofcaution in this ma.tﬁr;&m" rtoinform
you that seditious societies have been discovered in this

neighbourhood, as well as in other in th
county ‘Cork. They are also c‘l‘gep‘fhg; : hd,‘i*:‘:i‘{m

some progress in the neighbouring county of Kerrys A«
strange peculiarity pervades this mave Eftl:ﬁmm [bers ‘,
of the society bind themselves nﬁgto‘ [ivul, eir plang
to the priests, and, where spoken aguinst fmdﬁ“-nﬂwﬂ
they denonnge the priests agdespotd.as bad a the ress of

their tyrants. They are sw poseth derive inspirations

from Awnierica, and money also. T ijoideola.rg ‘inten-

ti?&‘l tgF rige in arms’ whmew%%emmﬁy ‘beany difference
with France or America. . The government is, I believe, .
awark of these ﬁzaf‘iﬂ?-rm Present the s uﬁ‘ng'ﬁ%lm}---
‘gontemptible, but .it afferds fair grounds for preventing

T

| the gallant 69th from mgrsyinglﬁixto@ ﬂé:,!% : mgénm
P up the

arms, and 'encamping in military fashion, _
hopes of Irish rebéls © The strange point 4n thé matter is
exeluding - they priests, and without them they can do
dothipghersndioduding anpther; opblage.ention sapm-,
pall’.gid.T m, ¥ Es, RS “A,SUHSPRIB@-”' 10
[t was ab ?Iz,is“iﬁgm‘en}fl—-éf@éif ﬁrivﬁ%e"'gﬁbbs%ﬁlgﬁcﬁ i
—after months of refusal to deal publicly with the
master, 163t publicity might injurs where I meant to
save—after requests made 0 me on all sides—after ex-
Hatsting ~ every. .consideration that could exouse
silenca —qﬁ‘m becoming dibare that the ﬁo‘z}a‘}f{ﬁ.&ft?z‘c}"ﬁ}‘ :
Samilicr with the who/é'fz)}'océéﬂizay', and" tbaé‘fét’e,dkﬁ‘f@‘:”
drawing the net around the" victims —afbor _tv.v;o; “Gotnitis
had been alarmed ani 'aig_ibé\ﬁéd by public aeﬂﬁh‘_éiaaltigh'é ;
from the altars—after (ieelks after) the Frishman news-
paper had first publicly ‘nificed the affair, stating that -
the priests were right in waraing their people to shun
such < absurd Secret Societies,” if they existed, and
that such societies were * most' frequently organised .
by Castle spies, &c”—after (several weelks after) the
parish priest of Kenmare himself declares he
had sent a copy of the oath to the Chief Se-.
cretary*—after (weeks after) the Government . spy,.
Goulah, had sworn his tirst informations, | asthein
dates prove —after the Evening JMaii (and. L belicye
the Cork Constitution) had opened  publicly on -the .
organisation —and after William Smish £’Brien had.
written to me that he ‘fkoped [ would lase me
time” in  publicly cautioning Lrish, Nationalists-—as
this moment, I gay—it was, thatthe Nation (Saturday, ,
3uch Oct., 1858) first uttered one single yvgsd_qrmg_iq* 5
single allusion with reference to. the subjéct! Con-
sult—ransack —iis columns, and see ! '« . oo

argiira gl 78]

sty

s - 4 & s W 2 » »
' ‘% Wxtract from an altar address of -Arehdea_.thn O'Sulii-
van, delivered on December 29, 1861, in the Parish Church
of Kenmate :— * I warned you of the Phénix ‘movement
early in October three years ago, 1 mhug&e’d at,by man
sneered ag by some, credited searcely by 'a,gz.‘ﬁ)f den|
it nt first Mass, and before secon | Mass I had the sa

fac-
| tion _of getting a copy of the oath f ‘one of the

members ; and before night T notggzd ?h# ‘ ‘ﬁxgiiy rate

[rﬁtdfthecotqifa? ; may more, 1" the folowing day

sentea copy of it tg th éﬁiinedréf&ﬁf”’ﬁ W -y :“d*
vy

.
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What think you, sir, ‘now, of Mr O’Mahony’s posi-
tion?  What think 'you now of his charges, that the
Nation article ‘was ‘“the first to accomplish the be-
« trayal of the Phoeaix prisoners” —that it * pointed out
“ the prey,”and ¢ started the game?” I said *‘ dates ind
¢ documents entirely beyond my control” would crush
the lie.  Did T err? Bub I am not dome yet, as you

- shall presently see.

k.

i

'L
!
l
|

‘The article in the Nation (I reproduce it elsewhere)
had an ‘effect’ which astonished the directors of the
Society—and ' this in* ‘veality was its ‘crime in their
eyes. Naturally enough, it would ocour t9 aay one
reading what 1 have so far set forth, to say—< How,
“ then, d'oes it happen ‘that though' the Nution a.rbiole
«'was not * the first’ —thoughit doesseem truly enough
“ 1ot to have been ‘published till ‘nearly a' month after
“he Irishman, &c., had coms out on the subject—yet
« ghis is, in a’ grén& méasure, new to us? How ‘did
“ thiose facts escape us? How does it happen that so
““muGh-noise occurred about the Nétion article and
“go little about the dther; thus possibly connecting

“the Nation in “the ‘public mind with the first’

“ avticle from ahewspaper on the matter 2”7
“If “this" be' wiged,” 1 plainly answer, that fit

~merely charges ‘one“paper with having inflaence, and

the othér ‘with having none ; that the utterance of one
was never noticed, and tha utberance of the other
agitated the public mind, In i uth, the real *“ offence”

of the Nation is plainly seen to be, that its article
sbopped the enrolment—that its influence was found
to be t00 strong. I havebeen told by members that

from the day the Naution  article appeared up to

the trials at Tralee, nof another man_ “ joined ”
in Munster. Crime uniaardonable ! 'we have it
found out. The Nution article, instead of * met-
ting” the game, halloed to ‘‘the game’” that the
hunter was out, his nets spread, and his snares
half fuli! Had nothing com2 of it amongst the
members more than there did of the Irishman
article of nearly a month previous—if the one was not
found to be obstructing the Society, while the other
was not astraw in its way—do you think the Head
Centre would have been wroth with one, and silent on
the other ? Do you think he would say the article of
Qctober 30th was the firs¢, and that of October 9th the
last? 1If you, sir, have any better explanation, let us
bear it.” I shall let the public decide for itself,

Bat, perhaps, the Nution "article called on the
Government to interfere, and the other paper did not ?
Perhaps the Nation called the members miscreants,
infidels, and assassins—and “ hounded on” the blood-
hounds, and so forth—while the other paper praised
them and gave them encouragement? KRead the
arbicles. ' They are quoted elsewhere, In the Nation
article the members of the Secret Society are bat
three timesreferred to, and here are the passages :
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¢The honest-hearted but deluded men of 'those m!’ta'ties."

““The couragaoua but erring men who are being mlsled by
falae pretenca* A

b Whether wﬂ't'ully or only errmgly, the man w ho, &e.”

Here, moreover, are specimens of the spirit in whwu
I expostulated with the members : —

We, caution our readers against these secret (so called)
National or Ribhon Societies. Those with whom our words
may have infludnce, " shill never Fictve it to say that we re-
commended or connived at thewr joining in anyl movement
the duties amd. dangers of which we weie nol mm’_/ ourselues
to share. “We trust thit *no enferprise simed 4t giving to
our country  the blessings of! selt-governmem-—w matter
how perilous the enterprise. may be, ne matter how large
the stake and great the sacrifice—freedom, fortun-, life—
will ‘ever be made'in'Ireland “in our time, with honnthlq
means of aétion and rational prospect . of ‘suceess;i-that will
not find us inits ranks, elaiming as, much of :huy in the
post of danger as'they who have goné before us Here, shrank'
notfrom’ in' timidof tridl.’ But- there'isone thing we will
never do——become members: of a gecrat societys ;

Thereﬁ remains for us Bt to pomt ouit t6 Téishrien that
there are other ‘daties for Ifishi Nationalists just now,  far
more wise, and far more effeatual to sexvethe cause of Lrish
Freedbm, than furnishing the enemy with flinsy prefexis
for * steiking ‘téfror” with “Crime dnd Oatrage Acts?—
useless for Gowernment ! purposes] bilt miischievous to the
welfare of the distric!. ~ Whether,wilfully or only erringly,
the man who helps in the government work of m: king »‘J
‘“raw-head-and-bloody-bones”  scarecrow of National
efforts—ef conneeting them avith midaight plots: for mid-
day anarchy—is an enemy to his country and a deadly foa
tothe cause of Freedom. That cause'is not the cause'of
anarchy, but of order : not of alarm, but:of security. Within
its-organisation no crimes againgf dindividuals or against
groperty shall be able to Aide or haich. 1t will raise its

anner and strike, if it 'does -strike,” fairly, openly, man-
fully, as befits the just and-holy: struggle which it repres
sents. Away, then, Irishmen, with this paltry, yet mis-
chievous dabbling in plot, and take to fostering and
spreading the rapidly growing spirit of the country. Lvents
stride rapidly onward every moment ; events full of cers
tain assurance of hope to Ireland. . . . The govern-
ment would give millions to have Ireland weak and pros-
trate in the coming hour, Be it our care that it shall find
us strong and watchful : be 1t our duty to  breserve and
hugband our strength, and ‘ bide our t'me.

Do you call #hat ** hounding on the bloo hounds of
Saxon law 2" ‘

Let me, however, proceed with the narration of
facts. The time for using them will come.

From all parts of Ireland and Eongland communica«
tions poured in upon me; some being from sworn
members of the society. I reprint elsewhere, for your
perusal, one from as true a man as ever discharged a
patriot’s duty. He is well known by the Head Centre.
He is trusted by all who know him. He signs himself
% One qualified to speak ;” and what does ke say ?
What does e—this man ** with the halter round his
neck”—say of the article which Mr J O’Mahony (safe
and sound, 3,000 miles away) declares was “ the first
to set the bloodhounds of Saxon law’’ after the mem-
bers ? .~ Hear him :—

TQ THE EDITOR OF THE NATION,
10th Nov., 1858.
DeAR SIR—I have rea.d with pleasure your articles on
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the * Secret Societies,” particularly the first article (30¢h
QOct). I fully agree in every word you s:t;;l
against secret societies. I never liked this business, and
I never will, and T always argued against it.

Even from Skibbereen—where the ¢* members,” ever
gince my “ obstructive’” remonstrances at Balntry, ]a'ad
made a house to house canvass againstthe Nation, acting
as colporteurs for the sale of what they declared to be
the Orthodox War Journal —letters came, acknowledg-
ing the friendliness of my remonstrance. But they were
goon to have stronger cause to feel they had a friend in
the man they had sought to injure,

More than a month rolled by—and already a few
weak people ‘¢ recovering breath” were beginning to
hazard the assertion that there had been ¢‘ no founda-
“ tion whatsoever”* for either altar denunciations or
newspaper expostulations—when, on the 8rd Decem-
ber, Dublin was startled by a Government proclama-
tion offering a reward of £100 for information against
the Secret Societies, Every one knew what this
meant—that the Government had the informstion in
their possession already, and were going to make the
swoop. Soon it came; On the night of Tuesday, the
8th December, the arrests were made in Bantry ; on
the morning of the 9th the arrests were made in Skib-
bereen—in each case the most wanton brutality on
the part of the police characterising the proceedings.

All Ireland was filled with excitement. The Even-
ing Mail was promptly out on the subject, introdvcing
another letter from its original correspondent, and
claiming to be the first journal that had publicly
noticed the Secret Society. I quote the introductory
observations of the Mai/ (10th December, 1858), and
a few passages from its correspondent’s letter :—

¢ So long since as the 27th of October the government
and the public were warned by communications through our

columns of the existence throughout the country of a |

secret conspiracy, and were informed of particular mani-
festations of it inthe county Cork ;”
letter from same correspondent :—* So long since a3 the
26th October, I informed you that the existence of seditious
societies had been discovered in this neighbourhood, as
well as in other portions of the west of
and further, that those societies had made some progress
in the county of Kerry. The government, I was aware,
had been made acquainted with the fact, and that the parties
suspected of belonging to those societies were narrowly
watched. Since my last communication the conspiracy
has extended its ramifications, but the government thought
the time had not arvived jor taking active steps to arrest the
conspirators,” &e, &e, &e. ;

I shall not, at this moment, yaase to quote the
writings of other papers. I shall refer to them by-and-
bye. Suffice it that the young men were fast bound,
and the Government was savage and merciless, 1
believe I may say that from the instant I heard of the
arrests, I flung myself into the work of befriending
those young men, as if each one wag my brother. ‘I

* The Irishman newspaper (4th Dec., firs le i
column, last paragraph) declared——"’As tto m}ﬁ; tl;;r‘;l
** clamour about secret societies, we believe there are no
** grounds whatsoevcr forit.” Alas! Four days afterwards
the government had the young men ia its prisons !

the county Cork ; |

~ and so on,introducing |
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did so, although, as I have already noticed, in
their hour of safety some of them had labowied
hard to disparage the Nation, T regolved they
should, nevertheless, find the Nution their true
friend in ¢he hour of need. The pages of that
journal atbest that fact. The prisoners themselves,
as you shall see, attest it too. In January, a corres-
pondent of the Nution —a patriotic [rishman never
backward in the hour of daty or danger—why should
[ not name him, Ralph Varian, of Cork—suggested
the collection of a fund to defend the prisoners, I
approved of and launcl}gd the project ; styling it the
“ Fair Trial Fund.” I saw the young men without
means of legal defence ; and though I well knew that
a packed jury would Le called in if requisite, I thought
it was our duty at least to show the world that that
infamous machine was necessary, I endeavoured to
get a committee to act in Dublin. I found it difficult,
and suggested that as Cork would be the ‘* head-
quarters” of the legal campaign, a committee
should be formed there. It was so formed, and
let me tell you, and the Head Centre, who now
disparage its mission and endeavours, that it com-
prised as sterling Irishmen as you or ke could
hope to be accounted, while some, at least, of its
members were men whom I should smile to hear you
or fum charge with stupidity, want of candour, or want
of patriotism. Ralph Varian, James Dwyer, T.C.,
J. O’Carroll, George Sigerson, M.D., Edward O’Sul-
livan, and others (I name them from ‘memory),
were members of that committee. These are not
men, sir, who would associate with, trust, and
praise a perfidions villain — a wretch who had
“set the bloodhounds of Saxon ,law” upon those
unfortunate prisoners, Do you mean to say these
men played the hypocrite, and lied ? Do you mean
to say they were not in a better way of knowing
and judging occurrences here in Ireland —passing under
their very eyes—than the “ Head Centre” away in
New York, whose accuracy of information I haie
already so well settled ? These men had seen the

'article in the Nation which, according to Mr. J.

O0’Mahony, “setthe bloodhounds of thelaw’’ at work.
Do you think a man of them would touch my hand,
for a pile of gold, if I had acted the part the Head
Centre attributed to me 2 If you do, you know not
the men., Here is their first letter announcing the
formation of the Committee. It is _written by a
gentleman who differs a good deal from some of my
political opinions; but he is a patriot, a scholar, and

a man of honour :— 4
Cork, 2nd Feb., 1£59.

My DEAR FRIEND—I am commissioned by the Com-
mittee of the Southern Fair Trial Fun» to convey to you
the expression of their warmest thanks for your manly
advocacy of the cause of justice with regard to the obj ects
for which it has been established. At the first meeting,
held yesterday eveuning, I was also requested to urge ou
you the necessity of establishing a commitfee in Dublin,
the members of whjch should associate with themgelves,

vy
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Manchester, to whom it would be well to write, or, if you

yeliable nien, members of the different wards or districte,
and impress upon them the importance of exerting them-
elves to vbtain subscriptions, each in his own locality,
until the whole city would be drained. Also, you would
oblige if you could appoint some men in Manchester or
Liverpool (especially the first), who would collect and
receive money from all lovers of justice dwelling there.
Mr Edward O’Sullivan suggested Mr Power’s name for

would prefer, send here his address, and I shall communi-~
cats with bim. The secretary of this fund is, officially,
Mr James Dwyer, Great George’s street, Cork. You will
pleass to state the fact of the formation of the committee
in next Nation and News, with the secretary’s address.
I shall soon send you a copy of an address preparing for
publication. —Very sincerely yours, G. SIGERSON,

I took the matter up warmly. I toiled at it daily

and nightly—ably seconded by the Cork Examiner,
Dundalke Democrat, Mayo Telegraph, and some other
papers. ‘ -
" About this period there appeared in the Hraminer a
letter from the prisoners in Cork Jail, containing an
allusion to ‘‘Journals professing national opinions,”
purporting to befriend them, but whose aid they did
not wish for. “Ha!” you may exclain ; ¢ tbis was
“it; they meant you —the Nution.” Did ikéy.? You
shall see,

I knew well what papers were meant, and I knew
well the Nation was not meant ; but I felt indignant and

the Nation was doing for them at the moment, an am-
biguity should be put forth which might, to an ordi.

nary reader, seem to be leveliedat that journal as well |

as at any other. Iresented it as aningratitude and an

affront, and I wrote to Cork to say I could not, with :
any eelf-respect, continue to act the prominent part I
had been acting on behalf of men who would thus

express themselves,

Well was it for me that this incident occurred then ;
for T doubt not that,only for what it developed, you,the
Head Centre, or some one else, might now pretend to
find in that letter from the Cork prisoners some cor
roboration for the charges against the Nation, The fol-
lowing documents speak for themselves. I never
published them at the time. I kept back the praise

of myself and the censure on the Irishman, which I
am now compelled to produce. The first is from the
Hon. Sec. of the Skibbereea Local Committee of the
Fair Trial Fund : — :

North street, Skibberzen, Wednesday,

Dear Sir—In consequence of absence from home I was
nnable to answer your letter before now, but I trust that it
18 not yet too late to induce you to forego your resolution
- relative to the Fair Trial Fund, I was speaking to Mr M‘C
Downing on this morning, and he told me he had sent you
two letters upon the subject. Ienclose you some resolutions
gamd at a special meeting held on last evening, and whilst
regret the careless consiruction of the prisoners’ letter,
which caused so much mischief, I beg to add my own
earnest request, as one deeply concerned for the success of
the fund, that you will continue 1o exert yourself on behal
~-of these poor fellows, whose interests would suffer a fearful
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loss by the withidrawal of your able advocacy, That tie
project of a Defence Fund originated with, and was always
zealously maintained by, the Nation, nobudy but a scoun»

1
drel would deny, and none appreciate with so much gratitude
as the poor prisoners. | This, I as one, in constant corre-
spondence with them, Liow, else would I not interfere s and
you may be perfectly assured that the passage at which
you have taken offence referred (or rather was infended to
refer), solely to the Trishman, whose weathercock policy has
giventhem such offence that they not only ceased subscrib-
ng, but exerted all their influence to prevent any person in
the town from takings it. Trusting the enclosed reso lutions,
and the earnest request of so many friends, will induce you to
forgive and forget the unintentional affront of the poor
Peoenixes—I remain, dear sir, yours truly,

A M Sullivan, Esq, Daxien O'Crowrky, See,
o e e

‘“At a meeting held at Mr D, M ‘Cartie’s, on the evening

of Tuesday, the 16th February, Mr Morty Downing in

the chair, the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted :—

“* Resolved—That a letter be written by our Secretary,
by to-morrow’s post, to Alexander M. Sullivan, Esq, ex-
pressive of our sincere regret that he should consider an
insult was intended for him in the letter of the Cork priso-
ners in last Satuvday’s Eraminer, and assuring him that,
in the passage which has given offence, those young men
alluded not lo the Nation —of whose services they are well
aware, and for which they teel deeply grateful—but to the

Irishman, with which they have for some time past been
much incensed.

*“ Resolved—That the earnest request of this meeting,
and the public in general here, be conveyed to the Editor
of the Nution that he may continue as heretofore to
advocate, with bis characteristic energy and talent, the
interests of a fund which owes its origin and chiefly its
success to his exertions,

* Resolved—That, as the assizes are now sonear at hand,
Ai M. Sullivan, Esq, be also requested to forward the funds
in his hands to the Cork committee for disbursement.

“ MorTY DOWNING, Chairman,

“ Skibbereen, February 23, 1859.”

Do you know who the Chairman is, who signs the
above? He is Mr Downing, father of that same P J
Downing whose name is advertised side by side with
$aat of John O’Mahony. as .a colleague in the
Phemiz —in the very same page containing the slander
upon me!

Read the above, emanating from the parents
brothers, relatives, and friends of the prisoners—and
professing to speak therein, as Mr O’Crowley says,
from knowledge of their sentiments and constant cor-
respondence with them. Read it, with Mr Morty
Downing’s name to it, and then read the infamous
libel on my character (for the conduct therein praised)
published in the Plwnix of the 20th April, 1861, by
Mr John O’Mahony—in the same page with an
announcement that “P J Downing” was ‘¢ businers
manager” of the paper—and then, sir, moralise on
consistency and gratitude !

Since I am quoting documents, these, too, may as
well see the light. Do you think -they would be
written to a man who “started the bloodhounds of
% Saxon law” on the prisoners? —

Skibbereen, Feb. 2, 1859,

My pEAR SiR—I am greatly oppressed with business, and
particularly with the case of the Pheenix prisoners, and your
letter has added considerably tomy difficulties, for the v have
few indeed who areinclined to give them a thoroughly sin~
cere helping hand in their difficulties, which are every day
becoming mor: alarmirg ; and if you were toact on your first
impressions (i.c., withdraw from  their aid), you would

| certainly effectuate (heir ruin, for you would destroy the
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sympathy which you yourself have evoked—a result you
v&ou;d ]nyment dn‘ringyyour life. ' I, therefore, beg of you
not to do as you have' intended, ‘but to act as you hnlve
hitherto done, manfully, zealously, ind dmsmtereataqf- 117
Write ms a Jine t6 say you twifl. ‘T ‘am sure the poor e A
lows will do anything they can to atone for what was &
most a’'mistake,—Yours, very 1;1-1.113%"I

‘CABTH‘Y deniue.
A'M, Sallivan, Esq. :

( Cork, Sunday.
My DeAr Frizxp—In my first and hasty glance over
the prisoners’ letter, in the Com mittee-Roomd, the p_ar-agraph
vot’ve cuf out did not strike' me, or only as applying to the
Munster press. Taking ‘it as applying to the Irish 'pres:s;,
why, it is simply false. The only way 1 see of rectifying it,
is the answer of the committes when you send them down
the first instalment, and!it meets to-morrow evening. I
think that ought comvletely to clear off any of those meiulb
tations which may be attempted to be fas_tengd on -the
Nation or on the commiitee. ~The first by anyill-judging or
varrow-minded jackass, and the second the natural conse-
quence of the falsity of the charge in the minds of any who
may have thought the phrase to be intended for the whole
press. The answer of the committee, I'm sure, will set all
to rights, If a judge, who is well known for his attempts to
prevent swindling, reside in Castletown-avenuse, Rathmines,
doiyou think the saying that-all the inhabitants thereof
wera swindlers could affect him. DBut you .are right;
had I read more carefully that affair, ’d have cut 1t ont.—
Yours truly, ' G. S,
Skibbereen, Feb, 24th, 1859.
My DEAR S1i—Thanks for your rote received. Any
document that you would consider due to you and necessary
to remove any such impression as appears to have existed
amongst somé of your acquaintances in Dublin, T will have
procured, and I must be candid in saying that I am to some
extent liablé to blame for' the publication' of the letter’;
for, oa my way to Dublin, two members of the committee
met me in Cork and said that they thought that the publi-
cation of theletter would be . likely to be of much service
in the colleclion of the Fair Fund, and having hastily read
the lefter as to its legal consequences only, I said that:I
saw no objection to its publieation.  The fact is, I did not
notice that portion of the letter™ which yeu complain of.
Had 1, 1 should certainly hawve struck it_out, as no doub!
it bears the interpretation. which you heve put upon it.
At the same time that the Nation could mot hawve been in
their contemplation, having done as it has mote to evoke
pubilie ‘sympathy and indignation than all:the other papers
in: Ireland: ' If, therefore, you think: any, ‘decument.neces-
sary, only send me a draft; of it.—Yours very truly,
. MCARTHY DOWNING,
A, "M, Sullivan, Esq, 6 Liower Abbey
o street, Duablin.

I gent no * draft,”- no suggestion gwhatsoever; but
L complied with 'those requests and resumed my en-
deavours; such as they were=earnest, laborions; and
honest, at least—for the Pheenix prisoners, I shall not
occupy ' your. time nor my own with disclosing the

particulars of = difficulties that beseb the case ; af;d.

that required from me daily, effort and attention, I
believe I statea fact that all concerned can verify when
I mention that, but a few.days previous to the arraign

ment of  the men, they were within a bair’s breadth o

being without defence at all ;: their fearless, able, and
indefatigable advocate, Mr Downing, having, owing to
‘certain ‘peculiar obstacles, ‘intimated his intention of
retiring from the case—while Mr 0’Hagan, whom it
was deemed of paramount importance to secure, had
expféé’i@g‘!"hl?‘ inability to act. ‘I waited upon Mr
O’Hagan again and again, and at leugth had the satis-

faction of receiving a favourable answer from him,.
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Next. day I travelled from Dublin to 8kibbereen, and
waited upon Mr Downing, who, mo
the acoused, kindly resolved | to go thromgh With the
defence. I posted thence, via Mwmwﬁ,
Konmar, and Killarney, to Tralée—nearly 100 miles
of mountain road, in 'most, inclement weather, The
‘trials ‘came ‘on; and while they"were proceeding,
I (bravely assisted by a, few friends) organised
a collection in the town (Tralee); 4ill then uncollected,
for the Fair Trial Fand. ‘The Crown officials were
furious at this. The manuscript of a placard which I
sent to be printed by alocal printing office, wassecretly
given up to the Crown/8elicitor ; and a consultation
was held upon it in the Crown Office, to determine
now, if possible, I could be arrested and put out of the
way, anyhow. A plan was resorted to, so infamous
that scarcely do the records of ’98 surpass it! One of
the Goulahs wad senb for—brought into court—7 was
pornted out to him, where I sat with the members of the
Press—he was.told who [ was—he was asked was I
not ‘‘in” the :Society-—could he mot identify me,
&o, &c.l. Thus “get” for him in open courb—ag 1
listened to the trial unsuspectingly, little imagining
that my life was being sworn away at the very moment
—the wretch instantly assented o the suggested per-
jury against me, He retired from the court to the
Crown Office, and then and there made depositions that
I, on the 20th August, 1858,* on the high road between
Kenmare and Kilgarvan, swore him in a member of
the Secret Sociefy, ! . . :
1 believe somse of the superior officia’s, on consulta-
tion that eveming, thought this¢oo' revolting—too
pertlous, rather<~to be tried on: but the depositions
were not cancelled. They were kept abvhand-—possibly
to be used in extrenis,, Cerbainib is-thab they were in
exigtence—seen and read—three months afterwards in
Dublin Castle ! ;1. a0 10 9tda) bak
The jury disagreediat Tralee., 1 came on to, Cork,
where 1 was met by most of the Cork prisoners ouf on
bail; and greeted and thanked by them ina manngr
it would be-impossible for me to forget.; I will not
, particulariseit here,but say, that if ever men vowed ete: -
nal gré.ﬁf:ude/j';b'anqt'her,tl_l‘ey did to‘nie. 3 cannot brini
myself to write what some of them exclaimed to me with
reference to my entire conduct on their behalf. . They
littlo dreamed, sir, that a few months afterwards a man
in New York, pretending to write as their sworn leader,
would dare to invent and put forth the statement that
I was “ the first to accomplish’ their Qé;ra’yal,”thaﬁl
‘et the bloodhounds of Saxen law oA their track.’
Do you think /ey did not know, hetber ghan the man
3,000 miles 'away,-'iﬁh’g events ,pnb_liq\,t}x oec‘tjm:mg: gm?fa
referance 1o themselues, hefore their own eyes here at
A ; - . oo g ._.llr,', TR % bﬁ. 1.1%
t.hati‘.‘hzrmd;gihﬁugueﬁ, ~fg%l&T“ A, . S\il.h%%m, at
Kildare Junetion, passenger by down train,” sent a message
to “ Dr Campion, John’s Bridge, Kilkenny,” referring to

‘Dr. Cane’n affairs, ; ;civwih eds 7d beatstpinn dhaunises
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m&u Heu. they would be o weak or g0
e g . v

atitudeto aman who was ¢ the

Mtam%@h,m betrayal,*and ¢ set the blood-

whounds of Saxon law” mpon ;their frack 2 . Dojyeu |

think those young men would sioop o aceapt [i/e
Wema}l}phj Jess a: fow friendly services, from. a pat-
fidigus . yillain, a wretch, a monater; such ,as., Jolam
Mny scribes ! u'm’-’u":.",’r;r,..
R,yq sir. 'J,‘geﬁir thgmqelvuﬁmd -their owa. kmdred
that in the hour of their necessity and danger
m . the man -tl;ps brutally libelled; a irue, a
daithiul; and a steadfast friend; one who, in their
hour of freedom, had the moral courage to brave fiheir
agsgwmm;?ndxpg;by candid condemnation of their
courge, and_endeayours to dmsuad&them. from it ;one
who, in, their hour, of fancied seourity and power, only
smi.].eg .at their angry efforis to .% crugh the Nation,”
lieving, as he did, that they were  hot in - boyhood’s

moods, . but ‘honest and: true, of heart -one who, the |.

poment he found them in peril, rugshed to their side,
took their enemies openly by the throat, vindicated
their cha.mcter, silenced their slanderers, swept all
Treland fm‘cdntnbutmns in ‘their aid, and, leaviug his
owh océipations, gave ‘up day and night for weeks
: 15ogétherr to the labour of securing their defence,
Path not séymg this, “gir. They and t]:ieirs have
‘aald it and"mll hay it agam .

‘Ji.. ad

QBﬁt perhaps > dl.d no ‘more than was done by ohlg;'l
natxona'[' J,ouruahsts'l I‘erhaps “the Edltor ‘of the
natmna,l )] °i'-' thaﬁ cond'emned the Secret Socieigy
n!ear%’yf a month before the N ation (lld m—an;i whose [

P w?s hawi{ed by Een;)a&t colpor teurs, £ ¢ in_oppo-
slif: “to the .Ztm moderat,e” m;tlou—_qﬂ} a much
aa thmjor the prlsonera-—-lf not more—whqn t\gg poor
"fei ows wpre m the gnp of }hﬂiculty ? Didhe? T usﬁ
QIJOIVIAG DO
' %.‘fle trla.lslflﬂark were ostpnned % rq?plned to
']jubl’“n T}{e Cork Comrm fee were in sore strait for
money t6 meet’ the second trial ; “but I was not dis~
mayed. I wrote, pomtmg ou% twa or i‘#;ee resources
‘of means’ yet ‘untotiched ; and ﬁew jva ai’ter re-
“e8ived the- i‘éﬁbﬁmg =" : i

e T Sunday sWe Mar h2a 1859
M ek A BrtEnD L Enclosed is” b crs.mmnrcalu‘h le-

dmwngbbw@mﬁ exeeution. « The Coudniitoe wisiy thikt
icate u s you (in the tion)

35 H fbpbaer fo %aﬁ?ﬁ' { he S’e;; ua‘l}olg the
Fund mto his Grage's ha ds, fo be: ap'pimél hence's

, Aa

Aecasion mghbarm dafendang good prineiples.

qw;uan and Riordan were present: to-dight,(and the
m@bmm at .

gmre rﬁPeﬁ by, lqp}laclgwn (n the city before

;we are in e t to about £35 é.pnut.mg

‘money from America, but very

ere may be more t‘.rutf| in, it

ve assértion of ampémn anknown taking

Ak - ted this, * Send down what
lomeary there ig only  about'£15 on” hand,
@*"%ﬁ I
ay,
e N e s
W nself to Mgag '?g' - It isintended to have
m&i’i‘éﬂ y‘%ﬂm SPopsi 'ﬁ"cwke" pthe
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Juiy-be packed, they will act a3 was intended in
wish we had £50 Now ; it would sur ely be repa

rkm-‘

‘?' Ame-

rica, dwc.=DBut excuse thm hasty scrawl from™yours
smmilyq W& ling ¢ (x SI.GERSON

Cork Fair Trmt Fand Cominittee, March 25€h 1859,
40 abi Bdward O’Sullivan in the ehair, | f
In was resolvéd that Alexander M Sullivan, Egq, of the
Nation, be' respectfullv requested by this' commiitree to
‘put bimself into instant communication with his Grace the
‘Archbishop of Tuam with reference ‘to the fund for the
defence’of Civil and: Religious: Liberty of which he is o
gwar&ian requesting of him' to take thie claims of oor come
mitfee on behalf of the prisonérs at the present moment into
his kind consideration—we having,at considerable labour,
raised a fund which we find now quite exhausted ; ‘and the
protracted nature of the trials throwing us into unexpected

v

| difficulties,;so that unless we.receive some such helpas that

for which we now apply, the ease of the-prisoners, to com-
merice on the 30th instanc.must be altogether abandoned.—
Signed by order;, 033 Jamus Dwyer, See.

In"the letter last quoted some 1‘rf-»‘rc¥ ‘ed lines allude
100t money fromiAmericar” " Werkave herel dbiched
the point: whence (ostensibly) spring the whole ry‘ this
eantroversy, as Lishall now relate.

) deamiel:Abely on'the newd of ‘$he. Preenix drrestas—
aud our exértions to raise a fund for their defencei—
reathing America, there appeared in the 7rish Ame-
rican, -Meagher’s Irish: News, and other New York
papers;ua eall for action in aid of the 'prisuners;
and & fund was' daly set on foot ealled the Pheenix
Fand, -/ We hailed it with delight ; for there were
manys misgivings: as to our realising here in Ireland
sifficient. means for defending the prisofiers.  We
canxiously 'watched the ‘progress of the New York
fund, and read .with pleasure the able articles in the
Lrish- American journals, advocating the necessity of
subscribing. . 'We entered into communication with
Mr @’Mahony on the subject—at least I understand
he was s0 communicated with on our behalf*—and not
a man of uy harboured a moment’s suspicion that we
.were noti sure ;of, ab least £300 -from - the American
fund.. As the Tralee.Assizes approached, weo watehed
every mail for the American remittance—when,  just
on the eve of the frial, as .I was about starting for
Tralee, a message veached me announcing tha/ £200
hdd been received in Cork, * by hand,” from Ainerieg.
I inktantly communicated the cheering news, to -Mr
Dawning and others engaged in. the defence; telling

them not to be afraid that the sympathisers with the

pnsoners at  home  or abroqd wpuld . desert them.
To our amazement however, when we returned to Cork
from Tralee, we found that no one in Cork knew any-
tﬁing of the American remittance. I felt exceedingly
i.nnoyed I named the panty from whom the statement
emanated and, on a.damal of ifi; being attempted, I

‘had the madter . “brought t0 book” by the following
letter, Ifs ig add1 essed to my - fabher by D. M‘Cartie,

'* Tiaccidentally heard'a féw months ago it was denied
by Mir, O'M; that any such communieation reached him; I

can only say that I was 1nf0g d by the Cork Committee
‘that my early suggestion to th mﬁﬁect had been carried out ;

tand I even stated, on the faith'of it, that we were in cem
smunication with- lnm. on the subject,

WIGHE !
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Esq, father of young Mr M‘Cartie, one of the Fenian

prisoners : —
Skibbereen, April 27tb, 1859.

My peARr Sir—I received your favour in due course,
and would have answered before now, only waiting to see
Charles M‘Carthy, who was at Ballydehob yesterday, on the
subject of it, Ile states that hecallel at my shop with a
letter from Mr J Hayes for your son,which he handed you ;
that he then related what Mrs J. Donovan ( l?ossa), who
returned from Cork the evening before, told him ; that a
sum of £2.0 came by hand to the Committee in Cork, to
defray the expenses of the trial. He says he was rejoiced
at such good news, and glad to have it to tell, believing 1t
perfectly true, This M'Carthy is a very proper man, and
would not invent such a tale, :

I don’t know why your son should be annoyed at hearing
the report more than others, I recollect having seen a
note from Bantry conveying the same report, and about
same time, so that I eac’t find out how it originated.—I
remain, dear sir, with best regards to Mrs Sullivan and
family, yours truly, DAN, M‘CARTIE,

“Tale or tidings” of the ¢ American remittance” I
vever heéard from that day to this. One pound, one
penny, one farthing, the Fair Trial Committee never
received from Mr J. O’Mahony for the legal defence of
the prisoners, or for the friendly aid of those—or the
suffering families of those — amongst them, whose
means of subsistence were ruined by the arrests. If
that ‘¢ American £200” ever reached, it must have
been in the manner of, and possibly for the same pur=
pose ae, that £100 talance of the M‘Manus Burial
Fund, which would not be sent to the Dublin Trea-
gurer or Dublin Chairman the other day; but to “ the
business man,” to be used a3 he may think fit (or be

privately instructed) —we all know what for !

Still, even when all the trials were over, we clung
to the expectation that the money would come for the
aid of the victims in sjme manner. I expressed this
opinion to their friends when consulted on the subject
by them. ¢ Those men in Americz,” I said, “ consider
** it waste of money and of energy to go into law courts;
‘“ but depend on it, they are reserving the money to
* substantially befriend, those of the prisoners who
* have been ruined in means by the arrests.”

Was I to blame for these expectations? If I was, so
were the Editors of the /rish dAmerican, Meagher's
Irish News, &e. ; who were actually on the spot in New
York, a d who publicly declared they believ.d the New
York Fund was for the legal defenceor other material aid
of the prisoners. 'With those gentlemen I had no com-
munication whatsoever on the subject, directly or
indirectly, when lo ! one day, the newspapers received
by the American mail disclosed that an open outery
and contest of a most violent kind had burst forth
between Mr J. O’'Mahony and those newspapers, with
reference to the disposition of the fund., The Irish
American and the Irish News (who had given their
labours and their pages devotedly, generously, and
energetically to the advocacy of the fund) solemnly
asserted they had been led to understand that it was
for the defence of the Phcedix prisoners, or for the
assistance of themselves or their families ; and that it
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was on this understanding they (the journalists) had
acted, in writing up the collection ag they had done.
On the other hand, Mr J. O’ Mahony, you, and others,
as strongly asserted that vo such disposition of the
fund was ever intended. You notified that any man
who had subscribed under such an impression, and
preferred such disposition of his subscription to
that which Mr O’Mahony oontemplated, could “ havs
his money back ;” and it seems to be the fact that bus
a very small minority took this latter course, Fierce
and bitter was the language in which Mr O’Mahony
assailed the Irish American and Irish News, for their
protests against what they alleged was a deception
upon them. Wild and extravagant denunciations were
hurled. They were, of course, called *¢ slanderers,”
and, [ believe, called spies and pimps of the British Go-«
vernment. The “ slander,” I believe, consisted in the
allegation or intimation that the Pheniz newspaper,
tke “official organ” of the Secret Society, bad been got
up as a means of support for its conductors; and that
it was ravenously eating up the monies being gathered
for the Fenian Fund, &ec.

Of all this war between you in New York, I knew
absolutely nothing save what I read in your own
newspapers. But I volunteer my opinion on it now—
I now am convinced that neither Mr J. O’Mahony,
you, or any of the Secret Sooiety people, ever intended
to apply the fund in the manner we, at the time, ex-
pected ; but I believe, and I know, you could have
been at no loss to perceive that we did expech it
would ; and you playel off successfully on the Jrisk
News and Irish American a trick the Secret Society
has twice or thrice attempted here : you got national
Jjournals unsuspectingly to do your work, and advanoce
your gecret plans, by getting them to co-operate with
you in some ostensibly open, excellent, and patriotic
design !  Oh, it is a familiar trick now. The Irish
public did not see through it in the M ‘Manus funsral ;
but they see through it right well now. They shall sce
through it better before I am done.

Daniel O’Sullivan, Agreem, during this time lay in
Mountjoy Prison, A dastardly vengeance was me-
nacing his rifled home. His poor old mother and his
little sister had no one now to fill his place ; and Mr
Trench, Lord Lansdowne’s agent, had noticed her to
““ clear out.” A younger brother of the prisoner—a
quiet, gentle, simple, intelligent, and promising boy—
was in training as an agrioultural teacher at the Model
Farm, Glasnevin, where his steadiness and skill had
advanced him some steps, and assured him good pros-
pects, He found himself called home to take the
eldest brother’s place, and try to avert the ruin that
impended— « woikhouse fute for his poor mother! He
was a good boy. He knew he was giving up for ever
the bright prospects before him here; but he never
wavered. I was the repository of his confidence. The
kindly-hearted Mr E. F, M. Donnelly, of Kenmare,

b



: ~ him to teach his brother’s school, and had successfully
resisted in his favour a mean and tyrannical effort of the

had, through the Nation, started a fund to aid his
mother ; and between us we were endeavouring to make
up as much as would pay the rent, and possibly
appease the agent’s vengeance. Other of the prisoners
and their families were in scarcely less mournful cir-
cumstances ; and altogether, I can tell you, it would
be a hard heart that could have known unmoved
the private history of all the poor fellows suf«
fered without murmur or complaint. But to save the
motherof Daniel O’Sullivan was our main anxiety ; as fe
alone was fastbound, and all the‘_others, though sore-
pressed, were,at least, free. ¢‘ Gio home,” said I to the
young brother—* and God will assist the good son
“‘that sacrifices for his aged mother. o home;
¢¢ because your presence will, at least, to some extent,
¢t console her for your poor brother’s absence, and
*¢ prevent her from sp:nding the day as she does now,
‘¢ wailing without relief. Be astout prop to her. We,
“ here, will not lose thought of youor her.” As Ibade

. him good-bye with those words, it occurred to me that

he might want money leaving the city, or might wish
to bear some by his own hands to the mother. T had
a trifling balance of the collection in my possession ;
finding it was but small, I added to it as much as [
could spare from my own means—God knows, with a
heart that would have given a hundred-fold could I
afford it—¢* Good-bye, my young friend,” said I ; “ be
“ of good hope,and cheer the old mother’s heart in the
* desolate cottage at Kenmare.”

1t is reluctantly Iallude to these things here; but it
is only with sufficient provocation.
Young O’Sullivan went home. He sought the agent

—alas | the ageut was merciless, and all was hopeless ;
when suddenly there arrived from America, news—

IN IRELAND AND AMERICA.

¢ glorious news” for Daniel O’Sallivan, of Agreem—

news that,I believe, it was J, O’Mahony said “ would |

cheer the heart of Daniel O'Sullivan in his cell I

The following extract from an article written by
nie in.the Nation of 16th July, 1859, will set forth the
“‘ news”—detail the circumstances under which it
occurred—and give my observations thereupon : —

Daniel ’Sullivan was brought manacled into Dublin ;
for himself he cared little, but an aged mother and un-
friended sister he bequeathed to the aid and protection of
his countrymen. A few days after the dungeon door
closed upon him, the bailiff was at the door of the home he
would have given his life to guatd, and ‘‘ notice to quit”
was served upon that aged mother, A younger brother—
a mere boy—was called home from a distant situation, by
this warning of the fate falling upon the home of his
childhood. His situation, though not lucrative, was one
of promising prospects ; he gave up all, however, and has-
tened to be at his mother’s side, boy as he was, in that
hour of adversity. He sought Mr Trench—poor young
fellow—and prayed to that heart of stone for what it never
felt—pity, compassion, relentance. He asked to be let
hold the farm, as the Parish Priest had kindly appointed

| resources for her bleak and uafriended future.

National Board to exercise against him a preventive inter- |
ference, in clear violation of the rules of the system—a |
proceeding the story of which we will reveal at an early

1

day. The emoluments of the school in themselves were
paltry in the extreme ; but with these and the farm, the
youog O’Sullivan had manful hope of being that stay to
the declining years of his mother so disastrously torn from
her by the seizure of the elder son. He offered to pay any
rent demanded ; he pleaded his ignorance of any political
acts or expressions of his brother; he produced what Mr
Trench declared to be most satisfactory testimonials of
high character for steadiness, education, ability, morality,
and religion, In vain. Mr Trench declared that, though
thoroughly satisfied of his non-complicity in the imputed
offences of his brother, still ““it would be setting a pre-
mium on rebellion” not to extirpate the whole family, and
out they should go. Resistance nome could be offered.
Mr Trench was inexorable ; * possession” was given to
him, and the earliest day convenient to the bailiffs, the
mpt.her and sisters of Daniel O’Sullivan will be upon the
wide world, shelterless, and the home he left he will never
enter more !

While these incidents were passing, and while we and
others were, in one way or another, doing our best for this
sorely-stricken family, it was only natural that we should
have strained our gaze on the western horizon for the long-
looked-for aid from the American *‘ Defence Fund.” I
seemed so probable that the custodians of the fund, in
New York, had resolved, as they would say, not to * waste
it in law,” but to apply it to the succour of the sufferers
by injustice, that we counted the days between each Ame-
rican packet.  While thus expectant an American mail
arrived, with what the New York Irish-American papers
assured us was ‘““ Glorious News” for Daniel O’Sullivan ;
news, as one of those who sent it publicly informed his
hearers, that would *‘cheer the heart of Daniel O’ Sullivan
in, his cell”  ** Welcome be that news,” we cried, * for
‘“ the heart of Daniel O’Sullivan truly mneeds cheering ;
“ bowed in despair at knowing that the grey hairs of his
““ mother are being brought dowan in sorrow to the grave.
¢ Welcome be that news; it is the succour sent at
“lJast | ————." We eagerly perused the °¢glorious
news”—the ‘‘grand news” —irom New York, that was to
‘¢ gheer the heart of Daniel O’Sullivan in his cell.” Will
our readers think we are cruelly jesting if we state what
that * news” was? It was that *fthres cheers” were
given for him opposite the St Nicholas hotel, where a crowd
¢ serenaded” Mr Shook, who, we were told, had sucs
ceeded in safely reaching the St Nicholas, having leff
waniel O’Sullivan and his companions fast bound in the
grim cells of Irish prisons! BSurely, that was glorious
news, cheering news, grand news, for Daniel O’Sullivan,
Surely it was as cheering as the news of a home for hisg
homeless mother, a pillow under her unsheltered head,
Perhaps
so. Wae, for our own part, have an opinion on the point;
but we are not in a position to state the views of Daniel
O'Sullivan with reference to it; if indeed the ‘‘cheering’
message has ever reached him “in his cell.”

The accounts received from America by the last mail

 dissipate the last hope of any aid for the Fair Trial Fund

from that quarter. The money has been collected, but
those in whose custody it is refuse to advance any of it

for the purposes for which we have been led to expect it.

What other purpose they design it for we know not, and
it matters little now ; but it was well known that those
engaged in protecting those young men from foul play were
calculating upon its aid in their lezal efforts; and if the
New York Committee had from the outset resolved to
apply the money to a different end, it would have been
more ingenuous and less cruel to Daniel O’Sullivan and
his compsnions to tell them plainly they were to rot in
jail, anl their pareats, wives, and children to starve or
beg, if less vaunting and bellicose friends nearer home
were not found more practical in their way of *‘ cheering
their hearts.”

We must tell our countrymen in New York, if they break
forth into indignation at this statement, that we make it
with regret, and bave not hastened to speak what it has
pained us go much to feel,  We are disappointed—bitterly
disappointed, We donot question the devotion which many
of them, if not all of them, entertain towards the cause and
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the country for which several amongst them have staked
lifa and fortune ; but we impeich their entire conduct
towards those youngy men, ‘Thev are accountable for the
fate fallen upon them, and it is not calculated to foster that
friendly contilénce and union which wa desire to ses be-
tween the Irish in Ireland and the Irish in America—cer-
tain to meet fraternally sooner or latér—that a feeling
should pervade this country, as it does now, that transat-
lantic agents involvel cur enthusiastic and unreflzcling
voung men in troable, and, when the hour of danger came,
flad, and abandoned them to their fate,

Right well do I remember the bitterness of heart in
which I wrote that article, and the strong restraints I
put on my natural indignation. Was it natural
indignation? Was it a wonder that I, in the
midst of my &truggles for the Phceaix prisoners,
shoull feel keenly and bitterly ths way this heart-
less farce at the St. Nicholas showed the manner
and amount of assistance we were to receive ?
Talk of asking for bread and being handed a stone!
Here was poor O’3Sallivan’s mother in the direst strait
of peasant life, and he fast in prison ; and the men who
refused torend herthe priceof acrust of bread, or ashilliog
> keep tae roof above her head, out of hundreds of
pounds ia their hands, spending more thaa would

, relieve her in * serenading” Mr Shook ; and sending

home to “ cheer the heart” of her son—what ? The
news that they gave three huzzas for him at Mr Shook’s
“serenade !’ (God help us !

Oane sickens at the miserable sight—I don’t care
what fary your Haad Centre may blow off at me

for saying it—J sickened at it then, and 1 it sicken at
still.
At that stage it was—when the Nation containing
the -above article reached New YorkLthat Mr
O’ Mahopy addressed to me through the Phenic news-
paper (L never saw it otherwise) the/ letter, passages

from which I have quoted elsswhere, but the whole
of which I now subjoin ; —

TO TIHE EDITOR OF THE DUBLIN NATION.
No. 6 Ceutre street, N. Y., Augast 8, 1859,

Str—Although somewhat accustomed to such things of
late, I have seen with no ligls surprise an article which
appeared in your paper of the 15t Gltimo,

I neither know nor.care what motives urg:d you to write
that article, ox by what or by whomit was inspired. I shall
only state that you did not write (or, &t least, you did not
publish it,) at the time wheadhe ahgouncement referred to
therewn was made ia the Phogixsallowicg a snfficient time
fur.iv.to have been seen by yous—and that you never made
Any upplicalion 1o me ongthe subject thereof, Ia fact, il
appesrs to me that your article was not written -until
certain glanders had ~been publicly and privately cir-
culated here, under the pretence  of sympathy for the
Lrish - political prisonees, but really through jealousy
#11sing from the suceess (1) ofa paper which has been s:a,rte(i

(1) *“ The success of a paper,” says My O
trick, too, we ktiow in;'lrulra:n(.,l. V)vr’hen t?mM ﬁsgzgzﬁnlﬂﬁ
or causure is vigited on certdin papers, it is very convenient
though met very decent, to . iustantly impute “rhop’,’
Mol o3, Teebiis suftice to say that ‘*the paper’ whose
“success” Mey O'Mahony siys vexed the drish  American
has lenz swice gone down into the grave of failures; while
the __Imd.nwrican lives and flourishes,  Liare ﬂ.f; home
the iwitators.of that trick—in callivg out, **'This is whut
we pay for owr success”—aye now praim;worthj_ly paying

R e
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in this city under my direction, for't‘
ples that fiund no gttefﬁ;l#‘ ‘elsew

private malice towards 1 . Taese glan
thoroughly silenced, aqﬂe’slan lerer ¢

by the unanimous testimony of evary m:
any money whatever to the fund und
uader 1y sole management; for thy

been, any cpmmi%tee or body of pe r \ta :
to control my free action, sinca I ae s position which
I bold among my comrades here, U migat have

seen by their resolutions, and lette ? lidence and ap.
proval),( as publighed in Lhei ﬂm.m%% Pf&m’"i? .!pﬂ' _
but one—and he is one of the'slandérers, and has got back
his money—have most distinetly agreed in the sta "
that the funds entrusted to m;eiﬂre not intended for
logal defence of any prisoners in Itelind, I made asimilar
gtatement once, and I shall mever stoop to repeat it I
should take no notice of’ article but for twe reasons ;—

Firstly—That articleappzars to me to be pbvion.‘t}ﬂﬁi-l
tended for the purpose Mwouragiug the devoted and the
true in Ireland, and €0 terrify those who are timid and
wavering. Secondly- endeavour to eff-ct this b
calumniating, not merely myself, bat my friends, both at
bome and here, I shall answer your charges in the order
in which you make them. v e

It is, in the firstplacs, altogether an nntrue and unfounded
assertion(2) thattheserenade at the St Nicholas was intended
as‘an‘assurance that any pecuniary aid whatever wonld ba
sent to-thelgish prisoners. Itwaspartly, though somewhat
accidentslly, made to serve as a recognition of the principles
of Daniel‘b'Suliivan, and of the manhood and eouraze with
which he maintained them. Butit had yet another objec
—which, bowever, you shall not now koow from me—an 1%
it'would have taken place all the same had Daniel O'Sulli-
van néver béen arrested. ‘I'his recognition was what we
s1id and hoped would “cheer him”—and I should begrg.%tlﬁ
disappointed in the mas if at did not * cheer him”—to fia
that so many of his armed and disciplined countrymen
honoured his courag* and vowed fidelity vo his truth. Your
striving to give a false interpretation 1o a single sentence,
1n itself void of ambiguity, in order to misrepresent tha
whole proceeding, is a mechanism of attack to whieh I
forbear giving a name, ‘ ‘ d

It i+, secondly, palpably and unmistakably filse that the
gentleman you ignorantly eall “*Shook” was present.at the
serenade ai the 8 Nicholas. This you might have lzarned
{rom your correspondents at this side (3). They must other-
wise have either deceived you, or you must bave wilfally
and disingenuously overloosed a fact that would bave spoiled
what you no doubt intended as a very telliag and very Pﬂf
ter reproach. " ‘ .

Thirdiy—I brand it as a gross untruth to say that the
man you so designate ever fled from any shape of danger,
either in Ireland or elsewhere (4).  This you may feel some
day or osher, should you ever have to inest the glanecs of
that keen eye before which far other enemies than you hava
ere now trembled. But you know that iis duties, as well
a3 the watchfulness of his enemies, prevent him from calling
you to account, and, very like a mean cowaril, think you
can safely slander him and eist an imputativa npom his
courage, well knowing that Eaglish spies would soon free
youa from the necessity of meeting him bqnuura_bly'm»bl
to come aad demand of you'that satisfaction which youa owe
him. ' i ¥ ‘, % ' g i o
Fourthly —Tt i3 untrue'that any emissary from this side
of the Atlantic ever induczd those young mea ia Cock and

if 38 4 ' . Y g j# Li ¥
(for their * suceess”’)—what they themselves well know we
have never once alluded to, and what Wﬂbhﬁ oven now,
forbear from naming, 1 ol ol hee
(2) Beating the air. ‘No Bnﬁhrus*ﬁqmmﬂr :
(3) T had no correspondents ! The fir't private le
ever received by me on the | d}}"%ﬁpa@p“b‘v the;hﬂ}fg
brought the Plwniz co’q umd}; "9,9'."?3?.&' e
_ {4) Lnever made any assertion on, -M};?i.,.
4 xp.e@.ntl-inqma;,ed, pur:

P
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5§ M consequently, it is
m away, as you charge
,user,.t

that
of the ay |
d whatever, or thnt. if there

that they ran away at all (6).. This
you have made untrue charges in this
. Lm itl:%f. your manhood if it were not better that

1 say you do not know the purpose for which we ‘wdnt
funds. Nor shall you know it. You discovered too

rﬁf&“ﬂﬁv eans or othar vou found cut
eb amon LW ;mhy “our
oyou.q& )qni rth-

M r}w, inguiring whe~

( O-I'Qt ou thouzght he
£ m’:ﬁl :;’,?gﬁaﬂ he;ﬁouhi tell
it? - He gavea pmmt answer to your leter,
unce p%lgu therein—assuripg you that
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Hgre [ mast pauge abruptly, The pa.ee at my
dieposal to-da.y, compels me to g‘reak off for the pre-

Next week I shall let you see the tostimony of
Kerry prisoners with reference todohn O’Mahouy’s
statements—** dates, documenh and facte, entirely

¢ beyond my control” ~in agoor ’anoe with my under-

taklilg | T
1 will uafold for the edification of the public the

_praceedings of the Saciety, from 1859 up to the present

year and the present month.

I will deal with the attempts to do “ terrorism’ « la
the French Revolution, and tha Italian Carbonari. I
will quote and refer to some of thie *‘ General Qud:rs,”
&o, issued by the Secret “ Committee of Pullic Sufety’
98.i6 ealls. itselfin the documents. 1 will let the
pablic for thedficst time see the work cut out for the
masmbers “here : 'the ¢‘treatment” or—if private
threats are not ‘‘buncome”’—the assassination of
myself, € A. M. Sullivan”—the “lopping off” of * the
“ rotten bough,” as the official language nas it—* the
‘‘ amputation” that ‘*must not only be decisive bus
* quick.”

"I will for the first time let the light in upon tha
“ behind-the-scenes” history of the M‘Manus funeral—
a liltory that will stactle sand instruct all Ireland.

“Perhaps what I have already stated and proved
to-day may show you that I speak © by book,” anl (as
Mr. O’Mahony remarked) “ know too much.” Next
‘week, however, you shall be better able to judg: the
whole case,

I am sir, &e,

ALEXANDER M. SULLIVAN.
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Dublin, 26th April, 1862.

What were those reasons for my refusing to deal
with John O’Mahony? [ have said already they were
considerations that had been abused. For four years
T have been silent rather than state them. If I state
them even now, it is with reluctance and pain, They
were these—that I bad been repeatedly and most
ciedibly warned, and because I believe the fact is
nndoubted, that that gentleman was, intermittingly,
« gufferer from a mournful malady, which forbade the
1den of accountability : because I was assured he had
heen at least once necessarily pubt under some kind of
restraint in an asylum: and that on subjects that
excited him deeply it was hard to determine between
where mere anger ceased, and where the mind gave
way. It was because I hoped time, calm thought, and
returned sanity would bring him to publish in the same
page the contrite atonement that no honourable man
ever feels ashamed to make.

There remains unfulfilled a portion of my under-
taking in the early part of this letter. I said I would

prove that Mr J O’Mahony’s statements {were mnot |

merely unbrue, but that the very contrary of them was
the truth; that in my regard such charges were not

* merely calumnies, but outrages on gratitude, honesty,

and good faith. I said my witnesses to this should be
the PLoenix prisoners themselves. I have as yet only

quofed the testimony of the Cork prisoners through |

their relatives, representatives, and friends. Up to
this part of my letter it may be true, for aught I have
shown save my own statements, that the Kerry
vrisoners entertained an idea of me compatible with
the Head Centre’s veracity. But my undertaking
s1all be carried out scrupulously in all respects; and
80 I call up the Kerry prisoners now. Firstly, heve is

a formal address* drawn up and signed in the Jail of
Tralee :—

TC THE EDITOR OF THE NATION.

DEAr S1iR—We, the political prisoners in this jail, most
respecifully beg leave to tender you our most sincere
thanks for your untiring exertions in bringing our case
urder the notice of the public, and for the setting on foot
a fund to enable us to make a proper defence, But for the
well-timed articles of the Nation and Cork Examiner our
case would not only be hid from the pablie, but we most
undoubtedly would be unable to employ the able counsel
which arenow secured for us, and who will, we are confident,
ain for us an honourable acquittal from the erime with
which we are charged—which, thanks be to God, is not

* It will be geen th

the Trial. at this Address was written prior to

such a one as will attach & stigma to our character in
after life, We have also to tender onr devoted thanks to
J F Maguire, Esq, for his indefatigable exertions on our
behalf, We are most happy to find that the people of Ire-
land are alive to the call of’8ympathy, and that they have
go nobly and generously responded to the appeal which
was made to them through the columns of the Nution and
Cork Examiner. We return sincere thanks to all who
have subscribed towards the ‘¢ Fair Trial Fund,” and
especially to those noble hearted gentlemen who consti-
tuted themrelves into a managing committee in Cork to
receive subscriptions in aid of our defence, Although the
Cork Examiner has done a great deal in our behalf, yet the
call for a ** Fair Trial Fund” would not have been heard
through the whole of Ireland and Europe, as it has been,
had it not entered into the columns of your patriotic and
| National journal.
| 'We were much - gratified to hear by letters from our
 friends outside that you have so well taken our part, and
that there are hearts and hands at freedom devoted to the
cause of lLiberty and justice. Neither papers or scraps of
| papers are admitted to us, so that we have no means, save
| correspondence, of knowing how we are attacked or de-
| fended by the press of the country. The Kerry Post has,
| we learn, actually assumed the part of an Indian yelling
{ and dancing, tomahawk in hand, like an infuriate demon
around the helpless victims tied to the fatal staks.  The
| Kerry Post has only come out in his old style by attacking
‘us in the unmerciful manper in which he has done ; and
which he would not, in all probability do, if the victims of
| attack were in a position to return the thrusts, Yet thank
' Good, though we are ourselves deprived of the opportunity
| to defend ourselves against that assassin onslaught, we are
not, thanks to your able hand, without a friend in the hour
of need.

‘ Amicus cerfus inre incerta cernitur.”

| A friend who will defend us until we are in a position to
do s0 ourselves, and then also if we would require it.

Though we shall, in a few days, have to confront a host
| of deadly enemies—who bave left nothing undone to enable

them to get a conviction, fas aut nefas—who have received
able help from several V. hunters, and also from some of
the grovelling press of this ill fated country—ryet we are
sure, contidently sure, that the intelligent jarors of the
county Kerry—be they Whig or Tory, Catholic or Protes.
tant—will see that ample justice be afforded us.

Again, before we conclude, we return you again, dear
sir, our most sincere thanks for your able, faithful, and
indefatiguble exertions on our behalf ; aud also to allthose
geuerous and kindhearted friends who have enabled us to
| confront Goula and his vile accomplices,—We are, dear sir,
yours sincerely, Joux D. SuLLivAN,

DaxNien O’SULLIVAN,

Parrick C, HENNESSY,

F. R. O'SULLIVAN, Jun,

JoHN (’CoNNOR.
County Jail, Tralee, 28th Feb,, 1859,

Does that not look very well alongniﬂe the Head
Centre’s letter ?

But, you may object, it is observable that all the
prisoners’ names do not appear to the above. True ;
some had, before it was written, been let out on bail,
but all signed it who were in the prison at the time ;
and here is_a letter from one of the others—as brave-
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hearted an Irishman as ever won respect and praise
by a stainless character :—

Killarney, Tuesday Evening, Mareh 1st, 1859,

Dear Sir—Just as I was leaving Kenmare for this
place this day I was handed your kind letter of the 26th
ultimo to the Governor of Tralee jail from the postman
here. I also received the cutfing on yesterday ; buf, unil
the receipt of your letter, I did not know how. For the
kind sentiments, and I must say flattering to me, conveyed
in that letter I have to return you my sincere thanks, and
will only say here, that whatever my fate in life may be,
that those sentiments can neyer be forgotten,

1 perceive you were under the impression that I was still
an inmate of Tralee jail ; but I was fortunate enough at the
“ Inquisitorial Court,” to be admitted to bail, and that,I am

sure, for the want of evidence against me—whatever way |

a perjured prosecutor managed to plot evidence against
other innocent young men. I expect I will see at least some
of the prisoners still in custody on to-morrow, and I think
they will have good reason to rejoice that they as well as
I have such a powerful advocate as the honest editor of the
Nation and of the Evening News to defend us, innocent
men, {rom the deadly slanders of the base editor of the
Kerry Post, 1 will convey vour kind regards to Florence
«’Sullivan, and the others if possible. All we ask of the
country is * fair play,” an honest and impartial jory—if
we get that we will prove to the world that instead of being
what our prosecutors and slanderers, who surely ought
Lelong to the same class, would wish to make the country
believe us to be, that we are the victims of the darkest
conspiracy that could be formed against innocent men, and
worse than any, to be recorded in the most penal times even
in Ireland.

Again thanking you on bebalf of my fellow-sufferers and
self—I remain, sincerely yours, D, 8. SuEa.

A, M, Sullivan, Esq.

The next following was written, as you may per-
ceive, months after the Head Centre had told the
Pheenixes what none of themselves could discover, viz.
—that I was a villain, and that the Nation article
¢ started the prey” and “set the bloodhounds of
¢ Saxon law on their track.” Doesn’t the writer of
it seeni very contumacious in not harking in with the
Head Centre’s cry? No doubt ¢‘ the Committee of
¢ Public Safety” have their eye on him for the

crime : —
Killarney, 9th November, 1859,

My peAr SiR—I canrot, in addressing you, the noble
and patriotic editor of the Nation (you would rather dis~
pense with these expressions, but I could not) withhold the
earnest sentiments of my admiration of you, not only for
the generous and disinterested mancer in which you devoted
your energies and talent (ever faithful to the one true cause)
on behalf of fellow Pheenixes and myself ; but also the
unflinching advocacy of that same principle now more
thoroughly diffused and better appreciated by the people.
1 entreat you will therefore forgive this too~presumptuous
tone of my address.

In your article on the * broken faith” to Daniel O’Sulli
van (now a * ticket-of-leave man”), you were not aware
that the conditions on which John D. Sullivan and I offered
to accept our liberation at the hands of the Crown officials,
were on the special stipulation that Daniel O’Sullivan
would be as much at liberty as ourselves, This was
solemnly pledged to us through J. J. O’Ricrdan, l'sq., and
Mr Neligan ; and since your article on the subject (though
no fault of yours) attributes this solely to the Cork prison-
ers, I would feel grateful by your giving the fact publicity
in the next Nation, if this reaches you in time for it.—I
remain, dear sir, your faithful servant, )

. - FroreENceE R, O’SuLLIVAN, Ju.

A. M, Sallivan, Esq., Nation Office, 6 Lower
Abbey street, Dublin.
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| gentleman whose prospects in the learned professio:
he had entered, were for a time sacrificed ; yet who
quite as cheerfully and boldly volunteered as a mem-
ber of the gallant band of Irishmen who ramparted
Spoleto in defence of Liberty and Religion. The well-
won medal of the Battalion of St Patrick now glitters
on his breast, .

I might multiply testimonies = documents, not asser-
tions of mine, as I said atthe outset. But I must be
brief. A few more, and I shall be done with them.
The first is a written message from one of the Pheenix
prisoners long after J. O’Mahony’s letter appeared :

As being at the Nation-Office, will you please
tender the respectful regards of a grateful heart to the
chivalrous and gentlemanly A. M. Sullivan, Esq, he who
so warmly, in Tralee Courthouse, proffered his hand—
that hand of integrity in the people’s cause—to the incar-
cerated and indicted prisoners at the bar, of whom I was
one, J. 8, O'CoNNoOR.

The next—the last but one I shall quote—is from
one whose testimony may be deemed of some signifi-
cance. It is from Daniel O’Sullivan, at length libe-
rated, but broken in health and spirits. Finding
himself once more beneath the old familiar rooftree at
Droumanassig, he turns his thoughts gratefully to the
man who, according to John O’Mahony, had publicly
and notoriously ‘“set the bloodhounds of Saxon law on
¢ fus track ! :—

Droumanassig, October 18, 1859.

DEAR SiR—As I now enjoy, consequent on my recend
liberation from Mountjoy Prison, the unrestricted use of
writing materials, I hasten to avail myself of the advan-
tage, and write to return you my sincere and heartfelft
thanks for the kind interest you have evinced in my behalf
from the moment of my arrest in December last up to the
present.

You are already aware from my brother’s letter that I
have been confimed to bed since my return home, which
has retarded me from doing myself the gratification of

| communicating with you ere this, I had hoped, sir, that 1

would haye been able to call upon and thank youin person
ere I left Dublin, but unfortunately circumstances did nog
permit, as it was only on the previous night that my libe-
ration was announced to me, and at an early hour next
morning I was accompanied by one of the officials of
Mountjoy to the railway terminus. T now beg Iemv‘a to
offer my most sincere thanks to yourself in the first place
for your noble and generous exertions in behalf of me ard
my fellow-sufferers, and to fervently pray that you may
long hold the honourable position which.you now occupy,
and long secure the worldvwide fame which you have so
deservedly established. I would say more were it not I am
aware that you are opposed to giving nmer,bmn to letters
lauding yourself, but my feelings would not periuit me to
say less. 1
’yi‘oethe Right Rev Dr Moriarty, the good Bizhop of Kerry,
and the other kind friends who 1111:!1101‘15(1&)& the Lord
Lieutenant in my behalf, to the Fair Trial Fuut1~ Com -
wittee (and, in particular, the treasurer, Mr Edward
0’'Sullivan), for their exertions in securing the services of
the most distinguished counsel on the occasion Qf my first
trial at the spring assizes; and to Me Fitzmaurice
Donnelly (Kenmare) for the kimdnes: Le has shown

]

towards my brother and sister during my absence, L

The writer of the above is known to be a young | moval to, and return

return my Dbest thanks; in a word, to all my kil
friends and sympathisers, both at howe and 1
{ America, L feel deeply grateful. Never can I forge:
| the kindness with which I was treated by a few ladies
at the Limerick Junction on the occasion of my re-
from, Mountjoy. Assuring you, 8ir
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of my ever grateful feelings for your kindness, I subscribe
m: self yours most thankfully and obediently,
: DANTEL O’'SULLIVAN (Agreem),
of Droumanassig.
"o Alexander M Sullivan, Esq, Nution Office.

Tittle did he imagine thien, that the retura T was to
exerience after all this was the most base, unequalled,
and revolting ingratitude. ~ Little did he dream
th:n, that in the name of him and his comrades, for
whom I had thus toiled and endeavoured, and who
thus vowed—vowed in private and in public—the
gratitude of lifetime to me, I was to be trg,c':ked by
tba sleuthhounds of slander, and stricken by the
hi l1den hands of ¢ moral assadsination !”

[t is not an encouragivg lesson—this episode of
Fcnian morality. It is not likely to encourage gene-
rovis sympatby for our fellow-men in difficulty, danger,
or distress. If is not likely to encourage journalists to
at xiety, éxertion, or endeavour for victims of oppres-
gicd, No; it is caleulated toharden the heart, and
destroy all' kindly faith in the truthfuloess, fair-deals
icz, honour, and gratitude of our race !

One more lettér— one more out of at least adozen to
th> same effect—and I/ghall have done with this
portion of the case. Daniel O’Sullivan, the Phceenix
prifoner, once again raises his voice : —

Droumanassig, Friday Night, October 21, 1852,

MY DEAR SiR—I received your kind—ycur more than
kii:d note, yesierday evening, for which 1 have again to
give you thanks. But, being wunableto thank youw as I
o ght, I shall not cease to pray for you.

know you rejoice at my liberdtion, for I knowthat, in
0.2 sentiment at least, we are in fraterniry—that is; we
have drunk from the same pure fountdin, which gives to
m-a the Divine love of country, the grandest, the parest
of aspirations. ~ Also, though I have yét réad riought of
your unequalled articlées and writings about me, [ have
becn told enough by my brother to Believe that your sorrow
for me was next to that which he and the rést 6famy poor
fumily felt, ;

L wag at once fransported into an' ecstaey of joy on resd-
ing that part of your rote which statéd that yon viudicated
my character ; and you were not mistaken din' believing
*“that that was dearest of all to me” In returu for that
noble effort on your parf, I promise you that, with God’s
assistance, your opinion of me shall b6 verified, At the
same time, my couscience tells me that I did only that
which an Irishman should do; and@"I have furtheér to tell
you, sir, that I still, and ever shall; hdté Englaud’s power
and despotic yoke, Would o God that cur dear, dear
\]':iofur:try were free to-morrow &f the sacrifice of my humble

Q.

I'long to clasp your noble hand within miy own ; and
as soon as I feel perfectly strong, I shall, please God,
afford myself the pleasure of doitig s0. My mother, sister,
and brother, tender you théir heartfelt thanks; and I
believe 1 may affirm that my poor mother will always re-
collect you in her prayers, —Wishing yot every happiness; 1
have the honour to be, ]gir, youz(-) very obedient servant,

ANIEL O'SULL

A, ML, Sullivan, Tl L SULLIV@ (Agreem).

1f in those orisons I have heen remembered, little need
I heed the threats of malice and the shafts of calumny,
Dearer, far dearer to me than the appladse of eréwds
wonld 'be the feeling fhat ohe humble prayer of that

““ poor mother”, was offered 1p for me 4t the gites of
heaven,

THE PH@ENIX SOCIETIES

It will be & relief to me, and, I doubtnot, to ths
reader,” to pass quickly away from thi§ wretched
spectacle of moral Thuggery, with Mr. J#' O’Ma-
 hony for it head centrepicce. I shall waste no words
on it. It is not good for one even ntemplate, Tt

is go revolting. ot i

The extracts from the Phceii‘i’iﬁ Tiggglpaipet' given in
Part I, of this letter, trace she written, the published,
utterances of the Society down to the year just past,
1861 ; that iy to say, down to the. period at which the
« official organ” died a miserable and lingering death.
Asthay be supposed, howeyer, those publishedutteranee®
give only a remote ideaof the unpublished productions
privately being puv forward, and circulated up to
the present moment. "fi‘g explain some of thase emana-
bions, stretching over a period of three or four years,
it will be necessary to give a éummary of concurrent
eventr, whiol; however brief, must, I fear, benecessarily
somewhat tedious to the general reader. - With the
summer of 1859, which witnessed theclose of the Plheniz
trials=the Cork prisorers pleading . *“guilty,”* and
bimdling themselves to come up for sentence “ if they
renéwed their former practices”—came &he erash

* No one has ever heard me utter a word in_ blame of
that plea. I believe it has been represented that I urged it
on them. Quilte the contrary. 1 even wroteto Cork and
to I'ralee my strong and forinal protest against any plea of
guilty being confessed to the indictment as it stood, ~Many
weeks previously, in $he course of numerous and persistent
efforis (needless to detail) for the liberation of the prisoners,
a distinguished and revered personage who was most kindly
labouring in this behalf, informed me that the government
officials had at last promised him the prisoners would bz libe-
rated on a mere formal plea of guilty ; *but,” said he,**this
‘* they steadfastly refuse. What is to be dope? Is
*“anything to be gained by their giving themselves up to
“ropin jul? BSure thdy now agvow their aims, and why
‘“ ghould they object to say in court what they say in
¢ Jetfers fo the press? ITheyfear, however, that it would
* look like ‘backing down,’ or unworthy ‘surrender;’ and
** [ bave reason o believe thaf if you advise them on the
* poiut, theey will eousider themseives quite safe in acting
* aceordingly.” < To this I at ouce rephied, ithat to admic
they had designs against'the DBiitish governwmient, was one
thing ; thab to plead guilty to an imdiciment that direetly
or indirectly charged them with medlitating atrocious
crimes affecsing their moral and social characier; was quite
another thing., I reminded him that those young men,
who were, with scarcely an exception; of respectable
parentage and stainless character, had been most foully
traduced, and accused of meditating things revoliing in the
extreme ; and said that until all imputations ef this kind
or of anythivg beyond mere political conspiracy were re-
tracted, / would never ask or advise them vo plead guilty.
His Lordship most cordially assented to this view of the
matter ; said it was quite true, those young men’s character
should be Honeurably guarded ; and finally intimated that
he would urge this most reasonable view on the crown
officers, and communicate the result to me, They refused
to accede, and I never heard more till I heayd that a plea
of guilty was being arranged. I wrote to Mr O’Riordan in
‘I'ra’ee, and to Mr K (’Sullivan in Cork, stating that, while
I did not mean to impute that the prisoners would adopt, or
their counsel advise, any course not wise and well-consi-
dered, I wrshed distinctly to record my respeciful protest
against a plea of guilty as the indictment stoed.  Tinis little
bistory will, perhaps, show that 1 guacded the konour and
consistency of thre prisoners as jealou;ﬁiaa I had sirenuously
ciadeavoured o secure their personal safety !
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; m‘&ﬁdﬁ‘%’é ebntﬁiﬂﬁ' For aught any man of
us could have told, it might have been a glorious
opportunity for a strong and united Ireland to de-
mand the restoration of her rights. I had said nearly
a year before, when expostulating against the Phaeniz
movement, that its result wonld be to ¢ leave Ireland
weak and prostrate in the coming hour.,” When the
hom- struck that ~seemed to herald a momentous
opportunity, “ weak and prostrate” Ireland was
indeed. The Pheenix prisoners, who, I doubt not,
would have defied the scaffold, itself at such a mo-
ment, were Ireland organised, defiant, and hopeful, as
in’43, were —standing at the bar and pleading guilty
to the British Crown! Prosfration—a reaction into
apathy, as usual—ensued. Yet in the midst of this—
yea, while the poor Phceaixes were struggling hard to
find a means of livelihood on their return from prison,
a supply of the following outrageous buncome was
kept up in the Official Journal (published under the
eye of the British Ambassador and his employés, who,
no doubt, kept the Euglish Government weil informed on

- the whols affair) :—

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

Pr@xicraN, Tralee—How can you demand such ques-
tions of us? We don't want you here. We ueither have,

_ nor desite 10 have, any iuterest here, polilical or other,

“whereby to procure sicuations for runaway liish patriots,
Under the ciicumstances of your case, of course, we cannot
adviss you to come oui to this country. lhere are too
mauy Pheeaicians out hiere already. Vast numbers would
much peeler to be at home than here as this present time
—aye, even though we Lad to liveon potatoes and salt, We
would be so much the nearer to the throat of our enemies
in the coming cricis of their fave. *2%s @ far ory fron:
here to lrelund, and the thing might be all over bejore it
iguld bi heard acruss the Atlantic. Stay ab your post,

hoeuiclah —dat leass stay there uutil it can’be known al

‘litile ‘more clearly what sore of a dish the krench are

- egoking for Joun Ball,  Dou'y be scared ab a little hard~
nz?p that must soon eud, BMake ready for any and every
chance. Do 1t siletly, steadfastly, and watch "narrowiy
our evemies. blde yous vime patieutly, and have no
excuse for nob striking them home o the heart, when the
ciisis of their fate'1s mpon them, We walb no more
runaway patriots i Alerlca. ;

There wasthe recepiion some poor {ellow got from his
Head Uentre,of whom he soughtiriendly advice andaid !

. % The thiny’ was so near al hand—so terribly near—
and was so gure of bewng short, rharp, and decisive —
that tuwe distance of a forinighV's. journcy was too
much for a man who wisbed to be “in !” . * Stay ut
home, Preceucian” says this self dubbed “ runaway
patrivt”— = "Lis a far ery irom here to Ireland ; anu
¢ the thing might be ail over betore it could be lieara
“ across the Aulantic ¥ How could any pour Irisi-
man in America, reading such an announcement, fail
to believe that beiore another month Ireland would
be up ia arms—the Head, Centre could not morc

- plainly prociaim it, Alas | Nodoubt the poor fellows

_in-Amesics tlocked gladly to the Kenian ranks, wiik

such a prospect bold oub to them ; and the aollars
flowed in gaily 1

. Nothing could put to the blush a system of heart-
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less deceit like this; practising thus grossly upon the
generous emotions and self-sacrificing bravéry of the
poor Celts in distant America! ’Twas alway the
same story, “‘The thing” was just on the eve of
coming. A few dollars more, and ‘the Brilish Lion
would roll in the dust. Weeks go'by ; months go by';
jears go by, *“The thing has tiot come; but still it
is within a week or so of bursting out! The Veiled
Prophes of Khorasan never tried the faith of his dupes
more keenly. Hearken : —

The News from Ireland is full of promiss. There is
every prospect of an early and abupdant harvest *  Provi-
denice and the industs y and activity of those who lead the
modern tmprovement, have brought things to a position in
which care and caurion alofie will be henceforth nseded,

Our Brothers, at this side. will receive this assurance in
a becplnmg spirit, and act aecordingly. This time is most
propitious ; and the utmost dispatch is needful. There is
tiotning so-dangerous t0 a gredt veforin as a check. It i
peculiarly dangerous ingl.eland; and among Irishmen,
With them a check is fatal, and delay nearly equally so. °
Encouragement “and sympathy must be given them ; and
for this, enthfisiasm and a generous emulation need to be
kept active,and untiring. If the leaders keep the proper
spurit al ve, amd exhibit no siyn of lagging. there will be
no fdiling or falling off amonyg the jfullowers. - Pheniz,
April 20, 1861,

The & thing”’—** the modern improvement”—could
not possibly be delayed now. Iiis coming instantly—
but ——the Brethren in America mnst “act in a be-
goming spirit—the ulmost despatch is needful”—* en-
couragement”’ is wanted ! I5 was not asked in vain,
we warrant ; the faithivl hearted Cclis were never
appealed to vainly in the name of Ireland, Their last
dollar and their last drop of blood would be given
freely at such a calll

While this system was proceeding—the Fenians in
Ireland being deceived by accounts of how things
stood in America; and the Ifenians in Awmerica de-
ceived by accounis of how things stood iu lreland—
true patriots at home and abroai were looking on in
s lance, and in sicknegs and sorrow of heart; at a spee-
tacle which travestied Icisn Nationality and patriotizm
for the ridicule or disgust of all l,vers of truth and
henesty. in the midss of this disheartening state of
affairs, the Nation was not unmindiul of 13 mission,
Every means was used to keep alive and acuve a
spirit of practical patriotism and Nationaitty. Afb a
mowett wiien there was not a trace of political action
or organisation for Nativnal purposes to be scen in the
land, 1t devised, oiiginared, and lauvched that now
tmemorable movement, ¢ TARKING ENGLAND AT HER

Wokp.” It may truly be termed, tue awakeuing
of lIrcland ; ifor it was the first demonstration
of strength, or Census of National Opinions,

attempted in this country sincs 1848, Nearly Zalf a
million of adult Irishmen enrolled themselves on thag
Protest known as the ¢ National Petition,”  This sue-
csss astonished friends, and startled foes. Here was a
pasis for National Organisaticn !  Who could have

® These lines are italicised in the original.
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areamed that such unisy of senviment and eArnestness |

of action pervaded the country? Without organisation,
without officials, without agents, without officcrs,
without money —but relying on the individual exertions
of Irishmen all over the kingdom, this mighty
demonstration of half a million of adult Irishmen had
been evoked ! It aroused European attention, It was
heard ofin France. It startled England. It was the shout
of Ireland to the world that she was not dead! It
was the cry of our Nationality arising to Christen-
dom just ab the moment to confound the hypoerisy and
baseness of our oppressor ! This movement was
almost entirely the work of my brother, Mr. T. D.
Sullivan. He first suggested it. He wrote the article
publicly proposing it, and nearly all the articles sub-
gequently advocating it in the Nation ; and of that
celebrated document itself, he is the author of all but
the two concluding paragraphs, which were mine. To
the conducting of the movement he gave, for nine
months, as much time and toil as were devoted
to his own proper avocations, besides incurring
considerable pecuniary expense, before, on the call of
the Nation, a committee took charge of the movement,

I have called it a basis for National Organization
It was intended as such,

The people of [reland—the youth of Ireland, in par-
ticular—will never resign themselves to be rooted out
by British domination. Would to God the middle
classes, the hierarchy and the clergy, fully realised-the
fact! ‘* Ameliorations” will not do; * liberal mea-
sures” will not do. Insurrection after insurrection
may fail : party after party may be broken up, cor-
rugted, or crushed—all to no avail. A few years may
be passed in apathy and inactivity, but the rivers will
cease to ran, and the trees of the forest will cease to
grow with returning spring, when the masses of the
Irish population give up the passion for national exis-
tence. If there be at hand no open and legitimate
channel for this passion—no channel directing it to
usefal, practical, and successful work—it will find for
itself other channels, secret,and it may be unguided or
illguided to mischievous and desperate ends, It has
ever been 50 : it is 80 now : it will be so ever.,

Conscious of this,the glorious intellect of Dr, Cane had
just taken up the work of * National Organisation,’when
death—-which has so often robbed Ireland of her best
friends in the hour of her direstneed—struck him down
suddenly forever ! I had been engaged with him in that
noble effort thus wofully arrested.

: Alas ! it was
while .I Was & guest at his house in Kilkenny that his
fatal illness set in; and the last time but one he

stood at his own door, was grasping my hand in fare-
wel!! After his death, there seemed no hope of per-
fecting his unfinished task, Still, in private and in
public I never desisted from urging it on the men to
whom the country looked for guidance,

( In one of my
ariicles on the Secret Societies (13th Nov

ember, 1858),

THE PEENIX SOCIETIES
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before any arresis were made, tue foliowing passage
will be found :— ar \
. - . - . -
But none of our correspondents exhibit amything to
shake our objections against secret organisations in general,

‘and theirs in particular, under the present circumstances of

Ireland, Wesuggest to them an immediate dissolution of
their society, and a reorganization on a new basis, If blame.
able, however, from a national point of view, we must con-
fess they are far less culpable than those who ought to have
taken up, yet did not take up and eomplete Dr Cane’s work
ofa National Organization, which would have given a wise
and effective "direction to feelings that have thus been
saffered to lead honest men adrifc amongst the rocks and
quicksands of secret societies. It ismot yet toolate to take up
this work, and we suggest i& those who from their position
are looked to for examplein such matters, to consider how
far they are indirectly responsible for the individual and
general injury wrought by the lapse of such daty on their

part.

I and my colleagues urged that duty frequently ;
but, until the National Petition awoke its mighty echo,
men of position feared that we were asking them, as
one of the most gifted amongst them pithily expressed
it, to * become the fuglemen of an imaginary army,”
There was now no longer, however, any doubt of the
earnestness of the people or of their strength of num-
bers. The * National Petition” supplied, as we had
intended it should, a basis for National organisation ;
and accordingly, in response to a hundred urgings on
our part, the duty of devising and establishing such
organisation was formally taken up by four men well
known to the country—men trusted, tried, and be-
loved of the people. Two of them were of the most
prominent and devoted leaders of ’43; the genius and
patriotism of a third had led the only faithful band of
Irishmen our generation has seen in the British Parlia-
ment ; while the name of the fourth is potential to-day,
as then, over Irish hearts as that of a young chieftain
full of the courage, the chivalry, and the nationality
of Ireland. The MNation, with their authority, an-

' nounced that the work was in hand.

I believe the Pheeaix Society regarded those efforts
with great displeasure. For some reason best known
to the chiefs, the idea of a public organisation of Irish
Nationalists was received by them and .their subsordi-
nates with undisguised fhostility: Why was this ?
Was it because they feared that an organisation with
men of high character for patriotism, courage, and
intellect at its head, would marshal the whole strength
of the country—and would not be led by, duped by, or
controlled by Fenian hands? And was it that the
Pheenix chiefs regard this as ruin and disaster to ¢ the
new improvement ?”” However this may be, their
animosity to the Nation newspaper redoubled
with its efforts to forward an open organisation ;
and I and others engsged‘ in such efforts about
this time became conscious of something very like
a secretly organised and regularly directed course
of action towards us in committees and coun-
cils, and at public meetings. Was it so? It will be
for me, however, merely to record facts, and state in-
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formation had by myseli on credible authority, and
fully believed by me ; ' leaving the reader
to execrcise his own judgment throughout the
letter. I shall in the course of the following, of
manifest necessity (dealing with acts and conduct of a
Secret Society) be compelled to advert to many things
communicated to myself by private information, and
of which it were folly of me to demand written or
published evidence. Desiring to avoid overstatement
or exaggeration of facts, I shall, however, refer as
litle as possible to information of this nature ; and I
wish the reader to understand me as claiming for it no
more credence than may bs given to it by corroborating
proofs of more undoubted force. He may trace for
himself the myaterious Spectral Hand throughout the
events and circumstances set forth,

In February, 1861, an intention was announced by
some persons in Dublin to have a national dinner on
St. Patrick’s Day. Both the journals ander my direc-
tion gave the undertaking (not, however, without
certain misgivings) earnest and independent support,
for it presented itself as a most commendable inten-
tion. The Committee did not reveal their names—the
first appearance I can trace of this truly new and
truly mischievous practice in connection with public
movements of a national character in Ireland. They
professed the most courteous and cordial gentiments
towards the Nation, and besought of it co-operation,
which was freely and heartily given on public
grounds. At an early stage, however, it was evis
denced that the Nation and News were to be used for
the purpose of getting up the demonstration ; while
for the journals and their editors a deliberate affront
was being planned. But the plan was spoiled. Two
days before the banquet, The O’Donoghue and George
Henry Moore (who had promised to attend) found
wout that at this ‘“ National” demenstration, the Editor
of the Nation was designedly not to be invited to
speak, nay, designedly not to be invited to be pre-
sent at all. ITmmediately on discovering which both The
O’ Donoghue and George H. Moore resolved that this plan|
should be changed if they were to be guests at the banquet.
The O’Donoghue himself (the whole proceeding being
utterly unknown to me), bore this message to the
Committee, who looked quite * found out,” indeed z
and who instantly sent an amiable request to me
that I would attend and speak to a toast! The
O'Donoghus urged on me not to be punetilious ; but,
even at such short notice and .such ungracious invita.
tion, to attend and speak at the Banquet, I did so.
I was well aware that in the toast intrusted to me—
‘“ The men who in Europe and America signalise the

‘“ genius of our race’”’—the Committee refused to ad-

free

. . . 5 |
mit any allusion to our countrymen in Australia ?

Why 2 Why pointedly limit the toast to Europe and
America ¥ Why pointedly omit all reference to one
of the most numerons, powerful, and patriotic

seotions of the Irish race, outside of Ireland? Ah;
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the Fenian Brotherhcod hLad not becn esta-
blished in Australia; and the toast was limited
to the locales of the Fenian Society! Zhis was 'the
sort of “ fraternity,” ¢ toleration,” and * Union”
that pervaded- the Banquet Committee—under
what cecretly-guiding influence, I well knew,
and if I had not known before I entered the hall, I
would have known soon afterwards. Owver the chair-

man’s head was placed conspicuously a large figure «f

the Pheenizwith outstretchedwings. I knew all | Aglance
arcundshowed me ample corroboration. Alas! here had
hundreds of patriotic citizens,ignorant of paliry plotting
or factiousness, assembled through national feeling and
love of Ireland, many of them brought together by the
call of the Nation and News ; yet here were a handful
of misguided men whose poisoned minds could feel no
loftier sentiment than hateful intolerance of their
brother Irishmea, whose opinions varied from theirs !
This spectacle, that should have infused; cheering
patriotism and mutual toleration into every breast,
seemed to them only so great an opportunity for dis-
playing rancorous animosity ! At that meeting the
shameful sounds were heard of hisses (who dirccted
them ?) at the name of William Smith O’ Brien !
Sounds, however, instantly drowned in the cries of
‘‘ shame” and the bursts of cheering that arose
from the whole assemblage! The hissers stole to
hide, emerging for a moment again only to ke
made feel as great chargin, when I was speak-
ing of America! The chairman on the occasion
was Mr Thomas N Underwood, a young gentleman
studying for the law, and whose name sometimes
appeared at the Tenant League meetings for * parlia-
mentary agitation.” To the utter surprise of guests
and audience, with a few exceptions, he, in the
course of his speech after dinner, announced and ‘ pug
to the meeting” the programme and rules of a Na-
tional Organisation, to be called the ‘¢ Brotherhood
of St Patrick.” The Banquet Committee had given no
notification of such a proceeding. The guests, whose
presence seemed to indorse the organisation, knew
nothing of it. Who devised or who authorised it, all
was hidden from the public ; but nearly every one
present imagined it must be the organisation which
had for some time previcusly been announced as I
have already described. Was this intended by the
unknown projectors ? It was a coup ; and it was thus
—born of trick, surprise, and subterfuge, the National
Brotherhood was ushered into the world to begin its
life of dubious character and fortune. I did not object
to, or censure the proposel Association, however;
though I did object to and condemn the manner of its
projection. In the Morning News 6f next day, and
the Nation of the mnext Saturday, the impropriety of
thus taking & whole meeting hy surprise with such a
proposition was pointed out ; but I most carefully ab.
stained from imputing to the proposed Organisation
any objection whatsoever for the very sufficient reason
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that we had had mno opportunity of examining and
judging it * Let us,” said the News, ¢ have this or
“ any other organisation for national aims; but let it
¢he one which its promoters will not fear to pre-
¢¢ yiously submib to the cool deliberation of the pzople,
¢ instead of attempting to take them by surprise. Let
“ us have this or any other, we gay ; but first let us
« see what it i3, what are its aims, and who are the
“men to guide it.” The Nation of the following
Saturday was still more clear :—

¢ Here we desire (o say that we are no opponents of the
Sociely or Brotherhood of St. Patrick, which may be, or which
may become a very proper organisationin its way. We donot
at present know enougl ol 1ts cunsiitution 19 Justify us m
expressing either approval or disapproval of it.  Bat we
know that all outr couotrymen have fqr some time past
been led to expect that a strong political organisation,
designed fur strong political action, would soon by formed
in Lreland. e ourselves in this journal have been giving
our readers to understind that such an organisaticn wus
contemplated by men in' whom the peoplo of Lreland have
confidence, Ye know that the Brotherboad of St Patrick
is nol that organisation ; and we complaia thaf, from the
manner in which the Rotando Banquet was availed éf for
the purpose of inaugurating (thag erutherh'oo-,l—from the
observations of the Chairman on that occasion—and from
the nature of the telegrams which, in accordance with the
arrangements of the Commiitee, were received during the
evening—an impression was likely to be created amongst
the public that this society was the "thing we had ‘all been
writing and hoping for and looking for during so long a
time.”

I quote those words here, because ¢‘ the system”—
the system of bold untruth—has nobt hesitated to
represent that the Brotherhood organisation was
‘¢ calumniated {rom the beginning.” This hasibeen a
mere excuse—a lalse excuse—to account for the fate
bad guides have brought upon it. I challenge ithum
to point cub a single word of calumny orcondemnation
ou the Society ! Well wounld, it have been for thag
organisation had its promoters given ear to these warn-~
ing words of sincere, truthiul, and honesi counsel,
then, -But no; they allowed themselves o be per-
suaded that candour and independence wasg atback and
hosiility, The coup atb the banquct, however, opened
the eyes of thie genuemen whom 4 have already referred
to a8 having undertaken to bring forward a programme
of National Organization ; and withn' a few days from
the Bauquet several conferences were held on the sub.
ject,;and a public notice inserted in the News. There was
great deliberation ; great promise ; great genius; great
procrastication ; no work. TheSecret Socicty, mean.
tume, was waiching witn all its eyes, Like a wild cata-
mount of the woods, ldo notproless to know more
than a great many people kuow of the relations
between the Secret Society and the Brotheraood, but
I know enough. I belicve it is a great mistake to
charge the Brotherhood itself with heing a Searet
Society. The Secret Nociety does nog regard the
Brotherhood with confidence, by any means; but it
has beem able to malke use of —has been allowed 10 make
nse of—:ihe open vrgaulsauon of the Brojuerhood, as
far a8 such use was necessary  or convenient.
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to say the Society has encou d ueed
the Brotherhood ; retiring from mﬂ;'wu. storms
arose, or police surveillance gre w active ;

quietly resuming iafluence when all had become
serene: But the organisations are by mo means iden-
tical. In some places the ;:giﬁ“i 00d know nothing
whatever of the Society ; qipdit is due to some of the
men who worked hardest and lost most to establish
the former, to say, that they steadfastly resisted the
attempts of the latter to use the Brotherhood ; and
retired from active membership when their efforts
Were vain, ..Ib has wen){z?an said that a w"et'l.'k-mindeii
man may do more harm than an intentionally wicked
man ; and the Brotherhood and their “ leader”
exemplify the proposition, They really proposed to
themselves nothing but the most patriotic intentions ;
but they had not amongst them the experience, the
capacity, or the firmnéss, for the serious undertaking
of a political organisation ; and mischief came of
their playi_pg‘ with weights beyond their power. Not
a single man known and trusted by the country
joined the organisation, Smith O’Brien did not join;
John Martin did not join ; The O’Donoghue did not
join ; George H. Moore did not join ; John B, Dillon
did nof join; P. J. Smyth did not join ; out of two
or three thousand Irish Priests, not five joined —counld
such an affair be a National Organisation ? To com-
pensate for all these, however, there remained Mr,
Thomas N, Underwood, the amiable but unknown
young gentleman from Strabane, who, on the night of
the Banquet, publicly declared his appreciation of hig
own talents, and rcjected, by anticipation, the * silk
gown” and promotion which he knew he might obtain |
No one divided the honours of leadership with him,
Hapyily, however, there were a few to divide,its
financial responsibilities ; for members being few, and
funds low, hardship and embarrassmeng early beset the
organisation, '

About this time there appeared a very remarkable
notilication to Femian members in the pages of the
New York Pheniz. Catholics, it is well kaown, are
almost sure to mention in the Confessional if they
belong to an oath-bound ksecret Scciety ; and the
Catholic clergy, it is also well kuown, counsel such
persons (o wishdraw from any such Society. Tae con-
sequent inveterale dislike of the Friesis by Secret
Suciety leaders 1s very easily understood ; as is the
reason why any man who trusts, or is srusted by the
Catholic clergy, is disiilked and denounced as “ dan-
gerous’”’ by those parties. Of course, the Yrdinary oath
of secrecy was plain enough in its prohibition agaivst
consultation with uninitiated persons on the subjeat,
but it was evident that the Confessional ‘was com-
wouly ¢xompt from this prohibition of consuitauion.
What nabure of private notification, ocaution, or
censure, Was issued on this' head by the

vy



S St

sjogn - Hi

o s o 0 S,
1 my Pprovince t6 specify ; but a public
. ﬁ«:og e subject w&a p%pusﬁba in the
e Phaeniz newspaper, prohibiting the mem.
ity of expilaion 4ad te comseqtonses
ﬁi’dﬁﬁigj:%hafr Fenian connection to, or con-
advising abou the Fenian Brotherhood with,

®

+7 (3

g EOOlsed’ D B LT 0
: whatsoever, on any pretencs, or in any
OGUs8.. EEW 055 B . GRS 9
ncy whatsoever. at did this mean ? Was

3 only a public glim se of a system lon previousl
'y & puohic ghmp . 5 oy
J in private—aimed at sesting up between the
ent and the confessor, even at the awful moment
h, the prohibitory barrier of the Society’s au-
? Yes; the member was taught to “ judge for
1E ”—¢has is, t0 bs sure and decido in the partis
cular way the Shelefy wished —what o consult about,
¥ “‘hiﬁ‘ to conceal, even ab the fribunal of ﬁ,tan'aInce !
_ ﬁﬁ was only one phase ot the principles represented
- to the populace as * refusing to fawn and crouch, or
% to enslave and trammel the reason God gave them.”
But was this shumming of the Catholic clergy—this
- “ independencs of the Priests” —in reality liberality of
- sentiment ?  Was it, in reality, * opposition to bigotry
m intolerance?” Wag'it, in reality, through resis
tance of sectarianism and through fraternal feeling for
- Protestants ?
. Toleration ! The Fenian idea of toleration for Pro-
- testants was of another kind! In the Phaniz of Sa-
:@day, 1st December, 1850, the fate marked out for
“the Protestants of Ireland, if they do not * come in” $o
% the new improvement,” is very clearly specifigd : —
* If the “Protestants” be an element of society thas cun-
‘mob be reconciled with the well-being and liberty of the
-majoiity of the nation, there is but one remedy to apply to
them. No sane man would cherish a cancer while 16 eats
‘nto his vitals, if he could cut it out / L *
8o much for the Protestanty, Here is an instruction
‘touching landlords, whether they bs Protestant or
Catholio, 'We quote i from the Phehiz of May 18:h,
1861 :—
b bome there is no bold voica raised {rom p: es3 or pulpit
3 fv&?xz]st toe é&ét}’mination of the peop‘g{.’u Tgfere arapcog:.
dﬁ tsinnumerable—there are remonstrancesand arguments
08hot it is Wrorg, ruinous, inex pedient §6 shovel the peoplo
s their holdings into the poorhoi glugvdilches; but it is
§ to argue the question, more esp ially when the press de-
ates as foul, atrocious murder the slaying of one of those
utammfg'ors,.who 13? stricc Le owns as a

iE‘ beast at z:‘fe. It is on fgigaliation and reprisal
'-ﬁthe Irish landlord can be brotight to a sense of Jjustice,
- Everyihing else is unavailmg.
" Instructionsof this ‘nature, in words even more
clear and unequivoeal, was again and again re.
ted in the official ofgan. And these wore the

‘Wpi‘gated among our vir
Phootiix Society ! ¢ There was

! ‘0.

Alas !"'8las ! Thi§ was the crecd_
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assassination ! This was the creed of Cromwell.
Oatholicity was in his judgment & cancer —an clement
not 5 be reconciled with the well-being of the nation
—and he had “but one remedy”—t0 cut it out; and
bloodily he plied the knife todo it ! This is the
creed by which Nero and Domitian made the dust of
the Colliseum drink Christian ‘gore ! This wag the
crezd of William of Orange. ~The brave Clan
MacDonald was, in Ais judgment, a ¢ cancer”—not to
be reconciled with the well-being of the nation—
a1d he had *‘but one remedy,” to ¢ cut it out
and he did, by the midnight massacre. of Glengcoe !

Such was the « liberaliby of sentiment”—such the
““toleration for Protestants’’—of the Phceaix leaders,
_ag publicly preached ! Were their private doctrines
of ‘foutting out” less ferocious—or more ?  Wag the
knife and cancer doctrine to be applicd only to % Pro-
bestants 2”  Tn Part 1. of this letter I have given word
for word, from their authentic and offcial documents,
bheir infuriate denunciaticn of myself, as a perfidious
villain, wreteh, and monster—a @ cancer’’ of the most
deadly sort, Day by day the ignorant, passionate,
and vengeful disciples of Fenianism, had addressed to
them the imost exciting incentives against me ; and
nof a few were the real or pretended ‘¢ friendly hints”
and ‘‘mysterious warnings” I received in “ explana-
tion™ thereof. - Ultimately, in the public pages of the
Seeret Society official organ (Pheniz, 205h April, 1851)
I was marked out plainly enough, After administering
a maddening draught of wild denunciation of me—re«
minding the members that I was “in advance of Goula
1n hounding on the Government against the Phoonix
“ Prisoners, &c.”—the Head Centre proceeds as fol-
lows :—

’1i3 better lop off the rotten bough, if we would have the
tree live., But how much more necessary is it when the
taint 1s in the root. A'Hen tue ampulation mist not only be
decisive but quick.  Ouicrwise deati is inev.table, -1he
very touch ol corruption in plysical life is of.en death,
Oat in the hills in Peonsylvania Lhere are yet lurking innpg
merable snakes. Their slighte:t sting is deadly, ‘l'nere ig
but one remedy-~~instantly to cut oué the bitten part. We
bave heard of a Loy, twelve years old, who not long since
was bitten by a snake in the calf of the leg Ie delibex
rately cut out of his leg with his penknife a half pound of
flesh, and when the blood was gushing out he cried. He
would have been a corpse in two hours, if he had waited
for the aid of a surgeon, Thus it is with men who are
engaged in a glorious underiaking when they find the:.a
snakes 1a close contact with sordidness and deception, The
operation may be unpleasant. ; it may be painful ; but it is
indispensable,

The reader will not fail fo remark the (accidental ?)
repebitions inthe above arbicle—from the Phoenix of
205k April 1861, referring to me—of advices, phrases,
and sentences, verbatim et literatim, in the Pheniz of
1st December; 1860, referring to the *¢ Protestants.”

In each case the sworh members are told *f there 18 Dut

idy” for the Protestant  Cancer’— | one rearedy.” . In each case that remedy is the knife,

ul, | Mere figures of speech=~of course,
nee iﬁd‘_hé hifﬁ#by Which the earth has | —perhaps,
been reddened With the blood of massacre and |

UOunly a gvincidence
No davger of a ‘¢ mistake”—whatever |
Ia the same page with the above (page 4, Pheniz,
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20th April, 1861) may be seen a further specimen of | Pheenix Society, I shall guote just_-? a few of the
« terrorism ;" a regular department of the paper set | (public) “ General Orders.” Itmay bethatthe reader

forth as : —
ROCK'S HUE-AND-CRY.
THE BLACK LIST.
&c , &e.

This “ Black list gives the names and descriptions
of & number of persons denounced to vengeance : Wits
nesses and approvers on the Pheenix trials ; attorneys
who pleaded against the prisoners; magistrates who
took depositions against them, &c. With some of these
descriptions, coarse and brutal libels are printed ;
with others of them superfluous threats—** Well might
¢t he thank his stars that he is not now a subject for
“ Rock’s Black List”——* Rock no more forgets an
¢ honest turn than he does a traitorous one”——* He
¢ may depend on it, Rock has a long memory, and that
“ his police are watchful of the movements of the spy,”
&e, The following is one of the lists extracted from
the official organ : —

ROCK’S HUE-AND-CRY.
THE BLACK LIST.

CALLAGHAN, Pam, Callan, County Kilkenny.—Five
feet six in height; stout, and squarely-built; 27 years of
age—supposed to be in New Zealand.

CAROLAN, BALLYNAHINCH, County Down.—Five feet
seven in height ; 60 years of age; blue eyes, gray hair,
and long, thin features—supposed to be prowling round
Belfast.

DoxocHUE, DANIEL, Skibbereen, County Cork.—Five
feet nine in height, and well-proportioned ; 24 years of
age, straight light brown hair, and scanty beard of the
same colour on the chin only.

SULLIVAN DANIEL, “ Gouls,” Bonane, Kenmare, County
Kerry.—Five feet eight inches in height, and slightly
stooped ; 25 years of age, black hair, and slightly curled ;
regular and prepossessing features, with the exception of
a low wrinkled forehead and large bushy brown whiskers—
supposed to be in Australia.

NEwMAN, HENRY, Betsborough, Skibbereen, County
Cork.—Five feet nine in height, with a stoop ; 50 years of
age ; black hair, tinged with gray; dark complexion, with
a peculiar sharp expression of countenance, and an active,
bustling gait.

NOGHER, PATT, Braggan, Corlish, County Armagh.—
]Fi\_rlel feet nine in height, dark complexion, and wiry
Julld.

WiLniaM EVERITT is about 45 years of age, five feet

ten inches in height, with a lank body,apparently possessing |
the flexibility of a bamboo, and suggesting the idea that |

it was with reluctance Nature threw him on the earth as
an incumbrance. Poor wretch ! Nature, at his

' has already seen in the official document: some-

thing very like an attempt to ape the Continental
Secret Society System—its doctrines and tactics. They
may yeb discover, however, an attempt to ¢ do”
the mystery and terror of the first French Revola-
tion—to mimic its organisations and parody their
names. A Secret Committee was appointed and
sworn, with the most ample and summary powers, no
doubt, if their own public decrees speak truly. This
committe was called The Committee of Public Safety,”
a name, which, in itself, it was of course manifest,
must suggest to any one who had read of Robespierre,
Marat, and Danton, a salutary belief in the Fenian
determination to ‘‘ cut out” cancers, &c. Here are
barely a few of the (Public) Decrees issued by this
Secret Committee of Terror, faithfully and exactly
copied from the Official Gazette :—

GENERAL ORDERS .
To the officers and members of the Fenian Brotherhood.
No. 1.

. The CoMMITTEE OF SAFETY, being specially charged
with the investigation and correction of all matters affecting
the well being of the Fenian Brotherhood, hereby order that
all communications intended for its consideration shall ba
enclosed in double envelope—inside marked private toJohn
O’Mahony, Box 5010,P O, N Y.

Neo. 2.

The centres and sub-centres of every circle or sub-cirele
connected with the above organisation, are ordered to make
full returns of the names, preseat residences, and native
parishes of every man who has joined their respective com-
mands since their formation, specifying the members who
have deserted their ranks, and making special note of all
such of them as have striven to injure the organisation by
word or deed.

No. 3.

All detached members of the said Brotherhood who are
now residing in New York, are ordered to enrol, their
names, residences, and bifthplaces without delay with the
chief officer of some circle, company, or club connected with
the aforesaid organisation. X

By order of the Committee} The Secretary:
of Safety.

What came of all this raw-head-and-bloody-bones
work ? What ¢‘‘cancers” were “cut out,” what
“rotten limbs” “ lopped off’’—what befel the doomed
ones of “ Rock’s Hue and Cry” and ¢' The Black List?”
What came of all this blatant bosh and sickening

birth, was niggard of her bounties. He may depend on | buncowe ? Nothing. Weak fools have, no doubt, been
[

|

it. Rock has a long memory, and that his police are watch-
ful of the movements of the spy.

MicHAEL BURKE.—The fellow needs no further notice
from Rock. Heis mad, and lodged in a Dr Osborne’s
asylaom. Number One—What a grim moral follows the
history of his *‘information.” Had he not sold himself
for gold, he would have been to day in no luftic asylum.

HENRY NEWMAN.—This craven wretch has disappeared
— Rock struck terrorin his soul. He was not at the root
show—he was nob at the cattle show—he was not at the
coursing match—=he was not at tt.e union workhouse—and
being the sneak that feigned most ostentatiously at those

civilising exhibitions, people began to ask, ** Is NEWMANEEN
mad, too ??

Before I pass from these official documents of the

{rightened; a thin air of bugaboo mystery has been
raised around the terrible “ Committee of Pablic
« Safety ;” a few of the poor dupes in the country, ib
may be, are made to tremble at the * awful” fate
before those “ who strive to injure th@ organisation
“by word or deed”’—but a more impotent, miserable,
and contemptible imposture than the Fenian ‘‘Secret
“ Committee” never played Falstaffin battle, or Jeremy
Diddler at ‘‘ raising the wind.”

But would it haye supplied any higher testimony of
the valour and morality of the New York teachers, if

vy
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some unfortunate wretch here in Ireland had been
driven by their incentives into an attempt at assassi-
nation ? No; all they could do in their own cowardly
and brutal way, to * set’” me and others for assault
and violence, they have done. I have not hidden
from them ; I have not avoided them ; I have not
flinched from them. I have pursued my course
straight onward, whether they threatened to lie in
wait, ornot. I have deliberately attended the meet-
ings, at which I was *“ warned” not to appear, and
where I looked the Fenian fuglemen face to face.
Why 2. Because [ despise them.

In the month of May, 1861, active war between the
Northern and Southern States suddenly jset America
in & blaze., Even men outside the Fenian ranks were
able to predict the effect this would have on the or-
ganisation, its funds, and its “ official organ’—pre-
dictions fully verified by what has "happened. It was
at this time the M‘Manus funeral movement was
started —a movement suggested and originated by the
Pheeniz newspaper.

I speak from aubhority when I state that nearly
every man of M‘Manus’s “’48’ companions and
friends were averse to making a political re-
source of his. bones, and expressed themselves
to this effect. He had been buried ; and no thought
of disturbing his mouldering ashes had been
known of until the time and by the paper re-
ferred to. He had himself expressed no wish of the
kind ; and it is almost certain he would have depre~
cated such a movement with his last breath, How-
¢ver this may be, certain ic is that M‘Manus’s political
colleagues—Mitchel, Martin, O’'Brien, &c—were
averse to it. Not thab they did not perceive in such
a spectacle, as far as it was likely to meet the public
eye, a noble and a touching manifestation of national
devotion. Not that they deemed any honour too
great for the memory of their dead comrade. But
they had not confidence that behind the ostensb'e
movement there would not ba some other, guided and
directed by certain hands ; and whabever might be
their approbation or disapprobation of such designs in
themselves, those gentlemen revolted at the idea of
using the bones of their brave compamon as a me-
chanizm of any sort.

However, the moment it was found that the body
had actually been raised, they, and thousands beside
them, saw that now, inasmuch as the remains inevi-
tably were to be translated, and as the general public
would judge our reception of them as a test of . Ireland's
devotion to the spirit of nationality,there was but one duty
before us all ; viz :—io make that reception the greatest
possible success ; and show the world that nationality
was not, as English tongues proclaimed, extinct in
Ireland.

In this sense the movement was taken up by the
Nation, and by the national journals throughout the

£

provinces. In some time a “ M‘Manus Interment
‘¢ Committee” appeared in Dublin ; but who the mem-
bers of the committee were, the public was not allowed
to know; and who really directed and controlled its
affairs was still better guarded. It included, how~
ever, gfome men really attracted to it by true and
genuine motives of patriotism ; men utterly unaware
of what was “ behind the scenes or beneath their
feet”” Of course some uninitiated persons wero
put on for publication, as a colour. Mr James
Plunkett, T.C., for instance, whose name it was
known would command national confidence, was
asked to allow himself to be publicly advertised
a8 “ Treasurer.” But how many pounds, how
many pence did the Committee pass through
the published Treasurer’s hands, of all the money
received and disbursed? How much was he al-
lowed to see or know of the affairs? His evidence
on the point is instructive. Then there was an ad-
dress published, to which was appended the name
of another respectable and honourable gentleman,
as ‘‘Chairman” of the *‘ Interment Committee.”

Was he permitted to have authority ? Was he per-
mitted to have knowledge ? His evidence, too, is ine
structive. His name, too, was used; ’twas all {hat

was wanted. Yet there was a ¢ Ohairman” who fhad
authority ——somewhere.

In New York things did not go so smoothly ; though
a desire to hush up everything of those conflicts, and
a sacred respect for the ashes of the dead, made every-
one anxious to avoid disedifying exposures. The
readers of the New York Irish papers nevertheless—
not to refer to any less public evidence—Lknow enough
of how things went on for some time in that city; and
the Irish public may remember a very curious burst of
resolutions that suddenly and mysteriously began to
be passed and published by the “Interment Com-
mittees” in the south of Ireland. These resolutions
(strange, from men decrying *leadership”), without
any cause that the uninitiated general public could see,
went vehemently todeclare thatin “John O’Mahony,”
and John O’Mahony alone, had they ¢‘confidencs ;”
that John O’Mahony, and John O’Mahony alone, was
the man for their money ; John O’Mahony, and Joha
0’Mahony alone, could manage a funeral,

What was going on ?

The respectable and independent men—the men of
public character—on the New York Committes did
not ‘lie quiet,” and let their names mercly be wused
—as was wished and intended. They began to look
after how things were being doue, and Fenian designs
were being resisted in the committee.

What were those designs?

The Secret Chiefs know what they were. The
¢ Californian Deputation,” I suppose, knew what they
were. Mr Jeremiah Kavanagh, Fenian Deputy, I
suppose, knew what they were, when he spoke the fol=
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lowing epeech, on taking charge of the corpse—a speech
publish-d, with true Fenian wisdoln, under the eye -
the British Consul : — I

Tellow members of the Fenian Brotherhood —1It is now
two years since you elected me to 1l the pssition I now
occupy as your president. . During that time my qtﬁcw.l
intercourse with you has been of the most agreeable cha—
racter ; and it is, in one point of ‘view,
sever the connexion. But itisa pleasing duty T hmve been
called upon to perform—a high and noble duty, and one
which I shall proudly perform—viz: to accompany, .as a
representdtive of the Fenian Brotherhood and the Iiish-
men generally of Qalifornia, the remains of our late beloved
\atriot to their final resting place in the land of his birth.
]No man, in civic or military life, has ever been l_lonoured
with a greater, a ‘higher, a holier trust than this. " That
holy trust I gladly aceept; apd will faithfully acecomplish
to the best of my ability, to your gatisfaction, and to the
honour of the Trislimen of California. To'do this I pledge
my sacred word and honour (applaus.e). I will leave
nothing undore, so faras L have the ability, to represent
vou and your sentiments to the great but prostrate nation
to whieh you send me: and when £ return toyou again,1’hope
and believe that I shall be the bearer, if notof that nation’s
independence, at least of her declaration of qu(q)en({em.‘f /
(Enthusiastic cheers.) In that case,Z know you will receive the
news, and how you will respond to the cull wpon you (which
will surely be made (applause). If you can, make such an
appearance, and turn out insuch numbers as yon have to-~
day, in order toreturn the hones of the dead patriot to his
home, to the Iand of his birth. of bis early struggles with
tyranny, and of his sufferings—how much more will youdo
gn if T come back here to demand of you to volunteer for the
liberation of the land of your Nationality from the galling
chains of British slavery—to demand that yow wrisk your

lives, your fortune, your all, for your country's indepens

dence (loud applause). Yes, my brother Irishmen, I kno
that you will respond—not with slow  hesitancy, but
quickly, bravely, gloriously ! The Fenian Brotherhood,
M‘Mahon Guard, Montgomery Guard, and handreds of
other Irishmen in this city and State will, ‘when the
trumpet proclamation of Brion’s freedom is sounded intheir
ears, leap to their arms and rush to her deliverance
(cheers). Brethren of the Fenian Brotherhood, having to
leave you now, with even a higher and more grateful duby
to perform than that of acting as Presidenfiof y our honoue-
able body, I now resign that enviable position.

Three cheers and a tizer were then given withia will for
the ex-President, Mr Reardon, Vice-President, then took
the chair, -

Did Mr Kavanagh say this for bombast? I don’t
believe it. = Did he really believe that there was
going to be an insurrectionary effort here in Ireland
on the occasion of the M‘Manug funeral —and that his
return to America would be to demand volunteers for
the stroggle ? I am sore he did, or he would not have
said he did. But who made those representations to ham ?
He f%as returned, and,qalas, ke has not been rthe
bearer of our ‘‘ Independence”. or. of  our ¢ Declara-
tion of Independence.” Did he draw on his imagina-
tion for all this? Idon’t believe it. Was there no
foundation for 62 Were there reglly no designs,
“ hopes,” and **beliefs” of an armed attempt here, that
the cold wand of stern facts has dissipated ? Did he
indulge in mere rhodomontade over the corpse before
him ? I'don’t believe hadid. .=~ N S

It wasng !; through love of Britishdomination that pro-
minent Lrish patriots in New York and Ireland protested
against tlf'oop(.pla.us in connection with the M‘Mgni;g
funeral ; but because they knew how mad, vain,
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cut, under such circumstances, "ﬂ_roul_ Le. .
British Government an inattentive “xeadey

Kavanagh’s speech 7 Wais"t,bg' B

in connection w1th the fﬁ‘def@[ 1S & s
Of course, the “ Interment Commit AR ere
not a yestige A
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stige of kﬁowladgé-or'ﬁmﬁgiiﬁ‘n 57 T Wi
) _from the Cll_‘léfs N & ’tﬂ'ﬁ; ‘.--ts_»?.'vn
while they were asking e_fgtion‘ from every one
for ‘‘the funeral,” th “were not a '_e' lilihi‘"»“ the
eleventh hour” to show any pro, r}mﬁle‘ of what if
was people were to co-Opecabe "dfﬁbe identified ‘v‘vitg:
Public men—bound to'guard themselves, and refusing
to be used for unreyeﬂed?ﬁurp’osesa-ind' who knew a
little of the conflicts belind the scenés, said, ““What
“is it we are asked to co-operate with ? ‘Show us the
“ programme 3 sfitisfy us that you bave the will or
“ the authgrity o prevent it from being changed, and -
“ we shall thén act.” But the Fenians kiew better
than to show anything ; and they put to ‘every one
the simple ultimatum of accepting ‘with shut eyes—-
co operating without inquiry—or else beiag denounced
ak offering isult to the remains of MM anus } .
A dﬁf’)uta.tion” waited on Mr Smith O’Brien.
What plausible representations they made to bim, T
shall nob say ; bub he himself hag since said and
wiitten that ke was trepanned. Ever noble, generous,
frabk, and unsuspecting—ever ready to co-operate ‘in’
any work successfully represented to him as a'work of
patriotism or nationality, Mr O’Brien promised them
to write a letter for publication ; and he did. When
the letter had been published, Mr O'Brien was
allowed to see and know a little more, - He expostu-
lated—he protested. In vain—too late, They had
go’ the letter—they used it—and ﬂléymldughed at him.
Then it was that, in letters and interviews,the man
on whose head lay the snows of years of suffeting and
sacrifice for Ireland —who had broken family ties and
class traditions ; who had staked fame, character, for-
tune,and life for his coﬁﬁﬁry-—vi_rho‘ha.d bo_rn'e withafor-
titude that won a world’s” qdfqiii}tidn the ﬁfnguigh of a
prisoner-exile’s fate—gave forth in the bitterness
of his heart 'éqr_nplgints strong, vehement, and !fed-
ing, that © faith had been broken with huim,” and
that the entire affair revealed such a qzoili-uful éfg%e
of things that he would retire for ever from Irish
politics, Right gladly” the Secret Loaders wished
he would. Men of indcpendent characier and of
honourable, open, and conscicntions conduct—espe-

cially if they be men whoss public position gives
them popular inﬂé?;ﬂce-—-hré“ regarded ‘a8 most dan-
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rather several such ceremonies, according as might be
finally decided by the unrevealed Funeral Authorities.

- Indeed, they publicly decreed ¢‘ grand religious cere-

monies” as confidently ag if they were settling on a
display of rockets and blue lights to be got from the
pyrotechnist’s, It was ¢‘fixed” that they were to be
here, there, cverywhere ; as spectacular effect, or the
secret designs known to Mr Kavanagh and others, and
referred to in his public speech, might deem most con-
venient. » it

Now, it was one thing to be dealing with laymen,
M<Manus’s own political colleagues or sympathisers,
who would put up with much and strain many points
to conceal the way things were going behind the scenes ;
it was one thing to *come around” men like Smith
O’Brien, and get them by smooth and plausible repre-
sentations to publicly identify themselves with the
affair, and then let them find out that they had been
tricked ; it was one thing to threaten and bully lay-
men and politicians with denunciation for **insulting
M anus's remains” if they did not do whatever was

~ demanded ‘‘with their eyes shut’—without furiher

question, inquiry, or investigation—— But it was quite
another thing to deal with the authorities of the Catholic
Church.

- Long after it had been purblicly stated’as « gettled”
amongst the leaders in America, that they would have
““a grand religious ceremonial” in Dublin, a letter

signed “on behalf of” the unknown and unpublished:

“Interment Committes” was received by the Arch-
bishop of Dublin, respectfully requesting he * would
order a public funeral service in honour of ¥ Teérence
Bellew M‘Manus, &c., in the Metropolitan Cathedral.
That eminent ecclesiastic I presume to bs quite
competent to explain his own motives and actions
Whenever he may think they require explanation. But
every one knows that, even supposi-g Mr Kavanagh’s
speech had never reached Ireland, and even supposing
the Archbishopof Dublinasgreata *43-man as Meagher
himself—even supposing him ignorant (but was he
ignorart ?) of the sort of hands that were secretly
directing the whole affair—even supposing he did not
consider religion insulted by being called in subser-
viently as a feature in a political 'display—even sup
posing he did not consider his sacred office affconted
by the matter-of-form ‘ request” to do what had
been publicly announced as ¢ flred” months before
by the chiefs in America—even supposing the oppo-
site of a great many more ﬁﬁngs that occur to any
one acquainted with the subject—public funeral

. Offices are not' ustally given in the Irish Church,
- unless on the ground of some more than ordinary

service to iﬂiﬂiog ‘by the deceased—racognised as
such extraordinary service to religion by the
- Catholic eccle lastics directing such gervice. 0’Con-
‘mell’s  achievement of ' Catholic Emancipation—
tke religious devotion of men who from religious
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zeal fell fighting in defence of the Holy See—-
obviously enough were of this character. Terence
Bellew M ‘Manus never pretended—he was too honest
to pretend—Lthat his carcer was not of another sort,
noble and self-sacrificing as it was. Hig was a purely
political career, his were purely political motives,
however, involving a consequéncs of service to
religion, like every other political good.

There are Priests and Prela.f.es, thank God, who
think that the political good, simed.at by M Manus,
was so great and so likely of virtwous achievement—
and its consequent bencfit to religion, go important—
that the sincere . exercise: of their judgment wonld
conscientiously declare him a benefactor to Religion.
That is to say, there are, thank God, Priests and
Prelates who to a greater or lesser degree sympathise
with. M‘Manus’s opinions, Bu$ there sre others who
just as sincerely doynof, and whose conscientious
decision would be just the other way., In each case—
as in all cases with the authorities of the Catholic
Church—sugh free decision ‘of conscienca alone, and
sense of accountability to God, and not ¢ popular”
opprobrium or popular laudations, would determine
the course of Catholic Priests and Bishops.

The Eecretary of the Archbishop of Dublin, it seems
replied to the *‘ Interment Committee” by asking upon
what religious grounds were the extra-ordinary funeral
ceremonies demanded for the deceased. Had the
committee been well advised, or been free to act, and
sin¢erely anxious for a religious service, they would
have thereupon perceived their conrse; and sought
what they knew, or ought to have known, would
be as freely offered for the soul of M‘Manus as
for that of the most prominent and respected Cas
tholic citizen daily - borne to the grave—viz., a
Mass and Office in-the Church. But this course
was nob taken, unfortunately. In an evil bour it was
imagined that the Archbishop could be abused, bullied,
and intimidated into compliance. The first response
he received to his secretary’s note was an anonye
mous letter, of the most gross and ruffianly
kind., I believe he was regularly plied with such notes
The writers sent copies to mein two cases ; and I was
allowed to verify the copies. Threats of exciting popu-
lar execration against him—insinuations that he pecu-
lated  the.  Papal Tribute—that he was a tool of the
Castle—and other such choice means of persuasion,
were those adopted by the Fenians to induce Dr Cul-
len to order a grand public ceremonial in honour of
M‘Manus ! )

Even with a Prelate sharing M ‘Manus’s political
opinions, such a course would lead—we all know
where. But what hope was there of such a course
succeeding with Dr, Cullen ? Alas!

Meantime it was actively spread everywhere that
‘“Dr. Collen refus:d to let prayers be said for
“ M‘Manus,” 1 knew this to be false, 1 knew that

B
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no refusal of Prayer, Mags, or Oifizs, had been given
at the time; though in sad gooth I wventured no
hope then thal either was gincerely desired, or likely
to be obtained, from the way matters were proceeding.
But numerous gentlemen, whom all this grieved to the
heart—men of National opinions and of deep Catholic
feeling—complained that it was too bad that through
the conduct of the * Interment Committee,” or of their
gecret superiors, M‘Manus should be buried without
the religious rites attendant on the interment of a
Catholic public man. I was adjured to wait on the
Archbishop and urge this view upon him. I was

iwplored to do so by individual members of the-

¢ Interment Committee,”—men unaccountable for
the evil that had been done and anxious for
the sake of M‘Manus’s memory that a further
and greater evil should be averted if possible. I
waited upon the Archbishop. I was received in his
absence by his Grace’s Secretary ; who, in the course
of a long, a full, and complete discussion of the entire
affair and the difficulties that surrounded it, at length,
on my undertaking to obtain effective assurances that
no proceedings of a certain objectionable nature
would take place in the church; snd on con-
ditions (very proper and natural conditions
under all the circumstances) that the Com-
mittee would publish the programme, of which
the ceremony was asked to be a part; and that the
programme was one in which a religious ceremony
could edifyingly be a festure—promised me that the
affair would be arranged in a manner happily satisfac-
tory to all parties. I had been told I might undertake
to say, and I accordingly did, that the programme
would certainly be published on the next Wednes-
day or Thursday (it had been to my knowledge
agreed to, and was ready for publication at the
moment), and I made an appointment to meet him
and the Chairman of the Committee at 2 p.m. the
Saturday followizg,.

1 communicated this gratifying intelligence within
an hour afterwards to the Chairman of the “ Interment

6,
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efforts further, if any, were made, I know not ; but 1
believe efforts were fruitlessly made by parties whose
interference at an ecarlier stage ;ﬁi!ghe‘kéve availed ;
but the Funeral authorities were resolved to
“ make” Dr. Cullen do their beheste.* And the
Archbishop, who evidently knew the Fenians well,
was rigidly immovable. In this state of affairs it
was not wonderful that the “ Committes” were
unable to obtain (what they had not obtained any-
where —a point sedulously concealed by them) a church
for the purpose of holding a thronged public demon-
stration, or lying in stabe, lasting six days. I believe
such a thing was almost unheard of, unless in the
case of a Parish Priest, who is usually laid thus in his
own church. However this may be in the present
case, where undoubtedly (who is afraid to own it ?)
the lying in state of M‘Manus was intended as a
political demonstration of a very peculiar kind—and
where, as was subsequently demonstrated, tens of
thousands daily were sure to be attracted to the sight,
no church would be given for such a purpose—even if
the attitude of affairs between the Committee and Dr
Cullen were of the most edifying and assuring cha-
racter.

But the thing afforded a magnificent swing of
opprobrium—splendidly calculated to catch the popu-
lar ear and fire the popular fury ; for (as it was said)
¢ the Church doors were closed against M ‘Manus, as if
he were a dog or an infidel.” The worthies who went
about erying up this goading incentive carefully con-
cealed the fact that in no place are churchesordinarily
8o used— (nay, they insinuated that they were)—that
even in New York they were not allowed to keep the
body of M*‘Manus in Church or Cathedral—that they
had to deposit it quietly within the cemetery, some
distance from the city, during the days it awaited
shipment for Ireland—paying for so deing, I believe,
the ordinary burial fees. But of all this the public
were kept ignorant ; whilst, seizing on the heartfelt
emotion of the people—excited to the ntmost pitch by
a spectacle so solemn, so intensely sorrowtul, and so full
of worderment, curiosity, and awe, as the coffin of the

Committee” —1 refer fo him jfor corroboration of the ;

fuct—as well as to another member of the same body. | Dead R?be]’ brought ﬁf‘teen thousand mllef' OVEE 0P,

Both expressed themselves delighted. Both agreed | mou‘nta?ns, 60 and (eiyeps—the n.mst :v A a.nd v

that a most disedifying and mischievous conflict had | dening u_weohwes were spread against  the Priests—
“ ah, the base Priests—and Cullen, the Castle slave,

been averted, and undertook to bear the satisfactory | : ; 3
inteiligence to the Committee. Did they dream how | ¢¢ that closed the ch}uchgs against poor M*‘Manus, an
« left him to be buried like a dog.”

the Comwittee would receive it ? 7
The Committedinduzad to pablish h There wore men in Dublin, aud spma clerwierain
efused to publish the programme, | |\ .00 o jewspaper editors, and others—who knew

f -] - =
They refused to do anything but compel the Arch all this—who knew the facts—who knew, what the

bishop to succumb. Wednesday came, Thursday sy i '
: ts behind the scenes—who
came, Saturday came; the Archbishop’s Secretary publip, JigE ThiG AR 15 . 8

kept his appointment (as the Cbairman of the Coms
mittee knows, and I refer to him for the fact)—but no
programme would be shown

From that hour I ¢ washed my hands of” the affair.
1 knew the collision was hopelessly inevitable. What

* The Cork * Interment Committee” acted differently ;
and readily obtained what might as easily, by the same
course, have been obtained here, a Mass and Office in the
Parish Charch at Cove. It has over and over been stated
—falsely stated—that * the Bishop of Cloyne gave his
Cathedral, and officiated at the High Mass;” but this is
merely a Fenian lie,




-away as by a resistless flood.

‘knew how the popular mind was being driven wild
on a false track ; but they cowered like cravens.
‘They trimmed before the hurricane ; they harked in
(to save themselves), with a cry that they Znew to be
as frightful a lie as ever Satan sped. Such moral
cowardice: 1' never beheld. Popularity ! Why, if
popularity meant life, property, honours, wealth, a
mildon times told over, I would not be one of the
abject things I saw seeking safety and profit by
‘“ going with the stream”—humouring the popular
will, and catering for the madness of the hour.

If I say for myself that I scorned such base barter
of honour—such betrayal of my allegiance to truth,
justice, and religion—it is not without being able.to
point for corroboration to the journals I control, and
refer to the notoriety of the facts. I held firm, I de-
tied misrepresentation, obloguy, falsehood, defama-
tion. 1 saw the honest-hearted Ivish people carried
L saw even good and
faithful P.iests swept momentarily by its force. But
I scorned to throw up my cap with the trinmphant
Fenians, and cry A bas les Pretres, or *“ down with
*“Cullen, the Castle slive, that closed the Church
¢ doors against M‘Manus.” No. I resolved to await
the hour of vindication that I knew would inevitably
come ere a year rolled by—the hour when I would
drag the veil from all this villany, and let the Irish

‘public see the Fenian Mokhanna it had for a moment

of frenzy obeyed and followed.
The night preceding the interment a strange scene

took place at the ““Committee Rooms.,” The **autho-

rities” in America, besides the * grand religious cere-
mony in the Dublin Cathedral,” had “fixed” that
there was to be an ¢‘ Oration” over the grave. Now,
all Catholics know that though this custom obtains in
France since a particular period, it is not strictly
Catholie, and is not allowed by the Chureh here. The
voice of prayer alone—the solemn rites of Christian
sepulture—are heard in our grass grown aisles or
cemeteries. The Committee were fuily informed of this

and here came the moment to test whether the movers of
the “ Fuperal” sct any value on religious rites or cere

- monies, save as mere adjuncts to their Pheaician demon-

IR g -

siration.

They were informed by the Cemetery Chaplain that
if such an objectionable proceeding as an Oration (or
political address by a layman) were to be attempted,
it would be bis painful duty to decline acting ; but
that if the body were to be interred in the Catholic
manner, it would, of course, be his duty to see that it
was accompanied by all the sacred offices prescribed

_for such an occasion by the Catholic Church,

Full of concern for the decision on such a point—
anxious that M‘Manus should be buried in a
mavner befitting his life and death as a practical
Catholic—and anxious thatthe ¢* O:ation” should on

- this and other accounts be waived—The O’Donoghue, |
~Jobhn Martin of Rostrevor, Father Lavelle, Father
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Kenyon, and others, attended the Committee meeting
on this eventful night. A painful scene ensued.
The ¢ Committee” wounld have an Oration, though
it shou'd exclude all Religious rites ; The O’Donoghue,
John Martin, Father Lavelle, and Father Kenyon
were as vebemently for the Religious Service,
and no ‘¢ Oration,” The proceedings of that
night will not soon be forgetten by those who
were present. The O’Donoghue very soon re-
tired—not until the rudeness (to speak mildly) of
language and demeanour there exhibited had reached
a painful pitch, I wish to keep rather behind the
facts of that scene, though I could give particulars of
it calculated to astonish the public. John Mitchel, in
one of his public lebters, alludes to it mildly but
suggestively, as a scene of ** painful altercation and
even recrimina‘ion,” in which the gentlemen referred o
were treated rudely. I shall, for brevity sake, draw
a veil over that scene of ‘¢ painful altercation and re-
crimination.” Suffice it, that all Father Kenyon or
Father Lavelle could say, could not shake the deter-
mined choice. of the unpublished Committee .—An
“ Oration” from Captain Smith.

‘‘ Very well”—said one of the reverend gentlemen—
“ very well, but take care —take care—I have as much
‘‘ call to that body as any one of you ; and take care
‘¢ will you have any corpse £ oratz over to-morrow.”

What did he mean? - Why ask the question? A
perfect roar of passion burst from Committee mem-
bers, with exclamations that they would indeed
‘‘ take care” that the body should not be taken out of
their custody.

All that night and nex$ morning the body was 'well
guarded, and it was not certain that there would not
be a struggle for possession of it.

Alas, brave M‘Manus ! Alag, Ireland, that little
knew, all the time!

The day dawned-—wet, cold, and misty. Rain had
fallen heavily. Vet from early morning Dublin streets
saw the mustering thousands. That memorable and
majestic-spectacle has already been well described.
The Nationalists of Ireland’s metropolis and the faithfal
and true men of Kingstown—Old Irelanders and
Young [relanders—the merchant, the peasant, the
trader, the artisan, the labourer—full twenty thousand
strong, marched on foot with order, patience, and disci-
pline, bearing the dead martyr to his grave; while
sixty thousand spectators looked on! The unprece-
dented character of the whole proceeding, the
emotions it aroused, the devotion it manifested,
the cause it symbolised, in any case would
have attracted tens of thousands. But added to this
were the steady efforts of the entire National Press of
Ireland, week by week, for months past; and the
energetic endeavours, of nearly every individual of
any note in the National ranks, TFor it was felb—
and the English Press had publicly put the issue upon
us—that tho M‘Manus fureral was to show whether
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the canse of Nationality, and the memory of
the men who suffered for it, were still ' bonoured
and cherished by the Liish people. For this we
had toiled ; for this We had _privately borne
and forborne with much that I have to-day, for
the first time, revealed ; for this we had laboured
—and successfully laboured —to make the demon-
stration & success, though we knew the P! cenix
leaders would pretend it was a parade made ai their
call 1 For this—that ¢ the Dead should feel no
wiong.” That our departed coustryman—his prin
ciples—his sacrifices—his devotion—should be me:
mo: ably honoured in the land of his birth—the land
for which Le dared and guff.red, and for which, it
may be said, he died,

Tho M¢‘Manus funeral took place on the 10ith No
vember. Before the last days of the month had
passed, the news of the *¢ Trent affair” burst like a
thunder “peal on Eng'and and Ireland. It is not
necessary here to recapitulate at any length public
events so recent. War—war between England and
America the British press declared inevitable, War
—war between England and America—what a mo-
mentous crisis for Ireland ! jThe three kingdoms went
into a panic of excitement, England was full of
indignation moetings, war messages, and hostile
threats. Ireland had different feelings, different
interests. As waa gaidinthe Nation, “no war possible
¢ to conceive—nob even ¢ civil war’ itself—could be
“ more revolbing, more unnatural to Irishmen in
“ Treland, than one waged by their aid" against
“ Ameriea,” It was deemed by many that the next
mail to America—the mail which would“bear the
news of indignation meetings and war threa's from
England--ghould, if possible, bear Ireland’s message
also, From all sides there were hurried urgings and
conflicting advices as to the * duty of the hour.” On
all hands it was agreed, however, that Ireland’s duty,
from every poiut of view, was, at least, to send a
message of grateful friendship to America—the land
that had given asylam to the banished millions of our
race, and had sent its genercus succour when famine
desolated our ghorca,

From what body was this address to be sent so as
to give it most weight as a demonstration of Irish feel-
ing? There wasnot an hour to belost. A circular from
Mr. P. J. Smyth, Mr. James Plunkett, T.C., and
myself, convened a Council or Committee, to deter-
mine what course ought to be pursued. In order to
avold any ground of objection—in order to avoid any
aspect of sectionalism or exclusiveness, and to insure
a girong and urited rally and harmonious action on
the part of Irish Nationalists—every anxiety was
evidenced, and effort made that the short time for
deliberation allowed, to include in this consultation
men from every known seotion or party in the
National ranks. Re pealers, * Old Irelanders,” “ Young
Irelanders,” members of the National Drotherhosd,
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members of the ¢ Interment Cominittee” —the Fdi- * :

tor of the Irishman—Mr., Underwood, Vice-Presi-
dsvt of tue Brothurhood—Dr. Waters, Chairman of
the ‘* Interment Cummittee”—Mr. Alﬁﬂr'bgqé"‘ngl'),
late Secretary of ' the Brotherhood, and several other
members of that body-—severaf:’i members of the
National Petition Committee ~and numerous gentle-
men of National opinions, not identified in any way
with either of those organisations. In fine, a studied
effort was made to display a spirit of patiiotic co-
operation and unanimity, It was resolved to try
whether, in the face of the suprems crisis that seemed
at band, Irish Nation::? g would not fling by apathy
and contention, ‘ close up the ranks,” and present an
anited, bold, and powerful front; or whether they
would reveal to the world that, like the Greeks who
fouzht amongst themselves while the foe was thun-
dering at the gates, Irishmen, even atsuch a moment,
could not be got to stand together, bub gave them-
selves up to internecine strife and factious fends.

The Committee assembled : a deep and strong sense
of the gravity and iwportance of the moment per-
vaded all. It was unanimously resolved to call a
“ Mass Meeting” in the Rotundo. Naturally the
question aroze, was the demonstration to be merely
evanescent, or should it not initiate a movement to
give the country gniderce and organisation—that is,
an organisaton of commensurate iuflucnce, extent,
and power; one around which, as a cmmon cenire,
all divisions of the Nab'onal party could rally. Here-
upon a full and lengtheued discussion arose. M.
Underwood reminded the meeting that there was
already in existence an organisation which be consi-
dered of ample merits. Mr. James Plankett and
geveral other gentlemen at oncs atked, ¢ Did he mean

| ¢ the St. Patrick’s Brotherhood ? as if so, they should

¢ candidly express their refusal to join is ; inasmuch as
“ they considered-it quite unequal to the requirements
¢ of the country, howsoever well intended.”  Mr. Hol-
land, of the Irishman, herenpon said, that he had had
perhaps, most to do of any one in establiabing the
Brotherhood, and he felt bound to say most dis-
tinctly, ib was never meant or intended to stand in
the way of a large and comprehensive organisation ;
that it did not hold that position, nor assume to hold
it. That until its formation there was no other society
of the kind ; that it had done much good, but was not
more than it wasmeant to ba—viz.,a precarsor, or help,
to a really comprehensive organisation. In the course
of a very able and animated discussion—in which Mr.
P. J. Smyth, Mr. Plunkett, Mr. Holland, Mr. Keogh,
Mr. Walsh, Mr. Underwood, Mr. M‘K*%nna, Mr. Geo.
Hopper, and others, took part—the general question
of organisation, and the Brotherhood and viher forms
of organisation in particular, was most fully argued,
examined, and counsidered: and at length, by a
wnanimous vote, it was resolved that it was desirable
and neccessary to take steps at the forthooming meet-

v
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i& to establish a strong and comprehensive orga-

nisation, which should rogard as friendly and co-upe-

rative all existing associations of kindred principles

Before Mr. Undeiwood voted, he, while strongly
expressing his conviction iu this direction, manifesied
m ‘¢h anxiety to wait till the Brotherhood sheuld have
bean consulted ; but, after first begging it to be clearly
understood that he did not vote or act there in his
official capacity as Vice-President of the Brotherhood,
he not only adopted the resolution, but pledged himself,
&8 an individual member, t0o do all in Ais power to
advocata it with his society. Indeed, the very clear
and full discussion that had taken place, seemed to
have dissipated ron all sides whatever douhis or dif-
ferences of opinion had been expresssd j an.i every
one was enthusiastic in urging that the eourse decided
on shoald be unitedly and heartily supported.

- At the next meeting, the resolutions were drawn up
and the speakers fixed. Amongss others, Mr. Under-
wood was assigned a resolution to propose; but he
seemed very irresolute. His conduct ledseveral mem-
bers to think . there might be behiad his pledge of

- hearty co-operation, some unseen cross purpose ; and
Mr, James Plankett, with that outspeken and straight-
forward dealing which distinguishes him, rose and
addressed that gentleman in these words:-—¢ Mr.
“ Underwood, there is nothing like plain, above
“ board candour. It is thought by some gentlemen
‘‘ here you are not convinced that you cught to co-

‘¢ operate with this commitice in the manner we are

“ all pledged to each other to do—in good faith and
‘“ unan‘mity. Now, let us not hold any public meet-
“ ing at ail, if we are not to be of one mind, or if
¢t there is to be any oross purposes whatever. Let
“us bave whatever discussion is necessary here, at
* this council table ; ard if we find by such frieadly
“ discussion tha.t we can’t sincerely and consistently
“act thoroughly togather, in God’s name. let there be
“ an end of it.”

Mr. Underwood interposed—*¢ If there be any such
‘‘impression of me in the breast of any gentleman
¢! bere, I can only say it is entirely qz;mnebua.”

Mr. Plunkett rejoined — ¢ Are we distinctly to un-
“ derstand that you pledge yourself, as each oi us does,

““not to introduce at the meeting any question as’

*‘ to the disparagement of or recouimendat.ion of the
“ Brotherhood ; or encourage an.av other counrse or
“ topic save whai we may all agree upon, for the
‘* purpose of upauimity ? Excuss my requiring such
“ distinet pledge, because ’tis rumoured tuere is to be
“* somgdiscord or opposition ; and if there is any such
“ feoling, let us kaow, aqd I for one will propose to
¢ have no meeting at all if it caw’t be enthusiastically
‘' unanimous. <A I to understand you to, give such
“ hdga, Mr Updermod %

el reﬁfWPlunketﬁ huneelf and ofhers for corrc-
| hpratlp; of .Answer;;— Mr. Underwood replied, |
o Most certainly, yes” ..

.{

That same night thore was a general mesting of the
Brotherhood. I shall omit for the present all reference
%o its proceedings, or Mr Underwood’s part thercin,

Twodays before the date fixed for the Mags Mceting,
the “rumours” referred to by Mr Plunkebt asgumed a
painful precisicn and cinsistency, It was vaguelyza-
moured thatthe ¢ Fenian Society” leaders were recolved
to prevent the meeting, or else * break it up.” We
knew what this meant. Ignorance was not left to
prevail on. the point. The meost alarming accounts
of what was to ensus got eirculation ; magnified, L
doubt not, by the terrors of the timid, and the
tactics of the “ Fenian” agents., It would seem that it

was the “nirntion of e-tablishing a national organ’sation
that those parties, regarded with such dire ani-
mosity.  The other resolutions were to be allowed
to pass, but ¢%is was to be the signal for the sterm.
Why was this ? Ne organisation was to be proposed
at the meeting—no “ programme’ or © rules” to take
the meeting by surprise ; but a committee--not even
to draw up anysuch programme, plan, or rules—but,
a8 thewords of the resolution expressed i, *fZo suum-
“wmon a confaréace of National'sts, which shonld draw
‘“up a plan of nationsl organisation to be subs-quent/y
“submitt dtoa public meet ng for approval,”’
were the men to be entrusced,

Here they are :—The O'Donoghue, M P ; John
Charles: Waters, M B, Chairman of the M¢‘Manus
Interment; Committee ; Mr PJ Smyth; MrT N Under=
wood, Vice President of the Nativnal Brotherhood ; Mp
AJM Kenna ; Lieutenant Crean,of the Papal Brigade ;
Mr George Hopper; Mr T D Sullivan. It will be
seen that—as was subsequantly observed— “"-a
“ gpirit of c'ique or section was altogether absent—
‘¢ designedly exeluded —from the arlangomam ” What
was there in such a prooseding as this to excite the
hostility of any body professing national opinions? If
thousands of Irishmen, loving their couatry, wished
to orgauise themselves legitimately in the manner of
their choies, was thut an intention which the Piea'x
Society should denounce or prevent if it assumed
to be a patciotio or national body ? It was not, be it
noted, a choice between two or more organisations,
buta question of haviag any at a//, that was raised
by them. . Why was this ? Was it—as L have alrsady
,bserv: d last week—hecause the Chiefs of the Fenian
Jociety * feared that an orzanisation with men of high
¢ gharacter for pabriotism, courage, and intellect af
s¢its head, would marshal the whole strength of tha
‘¢ gountry —and would not be led by, duped by, or
¢ conwrolled by Fenian hands? . And was it thet tha
¢ Phopaix Chiefs.regarded this a8 ruin and disaster to
“the new. improvemcnt?” I leave tae impartiat
reader to form hia own conclusion on the subjact.
Intimidated or disgnited by these rumours of
“ bad work,” ‘‘awf.l scene,” &e., &c, several
' members of the preliuinary committee, on the morng

And wiaos
by the above. resolu-.
tionyy, with the duby of summoning such conference ?.
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iag of the day for holding the meeting, suggested
its abandonment ; but more wise, firm, and dignified
coungéls prevailed. We knew such a step would work
double mischief. The general public would attribute
it to inabkility to obtain an -attendance; and, on the
other hend, we felt that the moment a rowdy threat
of provoking disturbance was found potential to pre-
vent a public meeting from being held; there was an
end of all public life in Ireland. It was resolved to
hold the meeting ; but to do everything consistent
with dignity, firmoess, and self-respect, to conciliate
dissent, and disarm hastility.

I state a fact capable of ample verification if re-
guired, when I say that a circular of secret instruc-
tions was sent round by certain authorities,” de-
tailing the tactics to be carried out at the meeting, and
naming—yes, specifying by name—whom to groan or
hiss and howl down, and whom to approve and cheer!

The.purport of the ¢amendment” to be moved by
the Fenian Deputy was, that instead of designating
a committee to summon a conference of National-
ists, a committce shoull be named to ¢‘take into
consideration” whether anry organisation at all was
required. To this end ‘‘a chairman, two secretaries,
¢ and a committee of twenty-one members - each hav-
¢ ing been duly and separately proposed and seconded”
—were “ to be chosen by a majority of voices” at the
Mass Meeting —tha list of names having been made
out and selected by the right authorities beforehand.
Even if we had not the words of the secret circular to
explain the above, the reader, I feel confident, would
at once perceive the drift of ik,

The list of *“21” was to make sure of a safe
majority of * right” sentiments; with a minority of un-
suspecting and unobstructive men,including ¢ few names
of men likely to have weiyght with the country, but who
would almost certainly never attend. 'The proposing and
seconding.of 21 names separa’ely would occupy some
time—the meeting, not in the secret, might wonder if
they did not find the names of certain well known and
trusted Nationalists amongst the first on the list—some
honest man might start up to supply the omission, and
the ‘¢ uninitiated” portion of the meeting would, of
course, express their approval of the nomination, This
was a case against which the Fenian party had taken
ample precaution —their circular expressly specified
how it was to be met—should such and such names be
proposed, quoth the circular, ¢ let an instantaneous NO
resound through the room like the crack of doom.”
How the order was to be carried out was simple
enough. A cerfain number of duly instructed per<
sons were to be distributed through the room, and
placed on the platform, and these were to storm the
meeting by their groans er shouts, as they had been
directed.

The night of meeting arrived. At the door of the
building I was' met by counsels which it will suffice
for mo %o say I deemed it my duty to disregard by
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attending the meeting; though I was inforwel, and I
subsequently found the fact to be, that some other
members of the preparatory commitiee had, acting on
like advice, remained away. ot J gl

I found The O’Donoghue in the ante-room, sur-
rounded by several members of the committee and other
friends, engaged in anxious consultation. Verifying
the current “ rumours,” Mr Jeremiah Kavanagh, of
California, accompanied by a party, had taken their
posts on the platform with the intention of moving an
amendmeunt, ag already indicated. One of the com-
mittee was gent by The O’Donoghue and the committee
to request a conference of & few moments with those
parties, for the purpose of ascertaining whether un-
seemly conflict and disoord might not be avoided, and
any amendment be rendered unnecessary.

This was refused.

A second messenger from The O'Donoghue and the
committee requestod that they might be shown the
amendment intended to be proposed ; ag, on seeing its
terms, it might prove to be ene they could censistently
adopt in place of their own Fourth Resolution, and
thus avert a public conflict certain to eventuate in
confusion, disturbance, and probably riot—a spectacle
of shame and regret to all friends of Ireland, and of
joy to all enemies of Nationality.

This, too, was refused. The amendment would not
be shown ; its terms would not be revealed ; ite pro-
jectors would mot consent even to confer for a few
seconds with The O’Donoghue, P. J. Smyth, and the
other members of the preparatory committee who were
anxious to have union, harmony, order, and patrictism,
instead of a public spectacle of discord, hatred, and
strife.

If there were no other act to stamp its trua cha«
racter on the conduct of the Fenian Deputy and his
frienis, what would Lreland say to this? Here was
their anxiety for union, toleration, and brotherhood !
Heore was their respect for the national name ! Here they
came to a public meebiag of their fellow-Nationaliste,
bent on open disturbance, and apparently de~
termined to persevere in disturbance, no matter whas
might ensue. Is any one at a loss to guess what sueh
distarbance involved at such a mesting —four or five
shousand excited people peat up, crashed,and packed,
in that halll Moving an amendwent in itself is no
distarbance ; though even the least hostile amend-
ment, moved at a meeting of large dimensions, has
rarely been known to result in an orderly or
friendly division. But moving an amendment in
avowed and bitter hostility, at so dens2 and ex-
cited a meeting ; attempting to ‘upset” the pro-
gramme ; declining all proffers of mutual armngemen§
or aljustment—what did this meaa? Is any one
at a loss to tell what must inevitably have happened,
in the event of a conflict or trial of strength that
night? Men intolersnt and unscrupulous encush to
@ play” for such an event, were certainly not the men

N
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. to let themselves be outpolled for the sake of resorting

to a little violence, terrorism, and intimidation ; or
for want of a sufficient namber of retained bravoes to
carry out the plan.

The O’Donoghue and the committee m-mbers, hav-
ing done all that they consistently could to avert dis-
cord and disgrace, entered the hall, and the meeting
proceeded. Soon after the chairman’s speech it was
urged by some members of the committee that, as
we had called the meeting, and as our names were re-
sponsible to the public for its conduct and character,
it was better, for the sake of averting confusion, to
abstain from putting the fourth resolution, and trust
to a public explanation of the circumstances after-
wards to obtain for our course the approbation of the
country, This course was adopted on the moment,
despite the protests of several other members of the
committee in the vicinity of the chair, The intention
to withdraw the fourth resolution for the reasons spe
cified was stated to the party of the Fenian Deputy,
80 that they might desist from their intended course ;
but their response was to declare they would
nevertheless put their motion to the meeting,
whether in the form of apn amendment or as a
substantive resolution. We then saw that we were
dealing with men who were bent on a bad purpose ;
and that the best way of frustrating them was not by
gratifying them with the opportunity of a riot, but by
avoiding contact with them until a day would come
when Ireland—then in utbter ignorance of all this
shameful trickery—would be enabled to comprehend
the whole plot. Thatday has comeat last Fenian agents,
or “instructed” clacquers, may now attend as many
meetings as they please ; they may interrupt, howl,
hiss, or groan, brawl, bawl, or riot to their hearts’
content. Bul they will be known ; they are fiund
out. No one will be deceived n w; and the more
illustratione of their tactics they favour us with, the
better will the public have corroborated the plot re-
vealed to day.

Mr Jeremiah Kavanagh, the Fenian Deputy from
Californ‘a, came forward to propose the ¢ Amend-
ment-resolution,” snd when he sat down, there rose
to second it—— Mr Underwood, the identical young
gentleman whom Mr James Plunkett had questioned
80 closely, and who had promised so distinetly to raise
no cause of difference or disunion at the meeting, and
who, in presence of a numerous committee,had pledged
himself not to as much as mention the Brotherhood
of St. Patrick on that occasion !

Comment on %is conduct would be superflaous in-
deed. 1

The “‘intruded resolution,” as Mr Martin subse-
quently called it, was placed in the Chairman’s hand.
1 walked over to him and formally protested against
his receiving it or pubting it to the mesting as a sub-
stantive resolution.  Mr Ryan, of Thomas street ; Lieu-

tenant Crean, Mr Walsh, Mr Bradfield, Mr M‘Kenna,

and other gentlemen of the preparatory committee
boldly and formally protested also; certain parties on
the other side crowded around him, gesticulating,
urging violently. He seemed norely perplexed, but
at length decided on putting the motion, which he
dil.  Of course the meeting at large knew nothing
whatever of the history of this “ amendment resolution.”
They thought it emanated, like the previous resolu-
tions, from the preparatory committee, and secing The
O’Donoghue put the motion—which, of course, was
not publicly resisted in any manner the meeting could
have just then perceived—it was received like all
the others by the meeting. Then the Fenian Deputy
proposed The O’Donoghue as Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Twenty-one. This, of course, seemed to mark
the affair as quitelegitimate ; and the meeting greeted
the motion, as might have been expected, most enthu-
siastically,

Now cams the proposing of the twenty-one
members ; who, according to the terms of the Fenian
Depnuty’s resolation, were to have been each separately
proposed and seconded, aud each separately adopted
by a majority of voices at the meeting.

Up jumped a person (unnecessary to name) who had
all the night kept close by the Fenian Deputy ; and,
pulling forth a prepared slip or list of names, began
to prompt to a few parties near him, acting at kis
beck, names to propose and second. But bafors more
than three or four had been thus read ou$, the farce
became so transparent that the terms of Mr Jeremiah
Kavanagh’s resolation were cast to the winds, and in
place of proposing and seconding each name *‘sepa-
rately” for election ‘‘ by a majority of voices,” the list.
holder read out the entire string of names at once, and
had them thus *¢ put” in gloho to the meeting by some
one of his confreres in his neighbourhood.

Here is the Fenian Deputy’s ‘¢ Chairman and list ‘8
twenty-one members,” as prepared beforehand. [
mark in italics the names of gentlemen put on without
their permission and against their feelings, and those
who, subsequently, refused to act on, or repudiated
the Fenian Deputy’s Committee : —

The O’ Donoglue (off) ; P. J.Smyth (off); James Pluas
ket’, T. C (+ff); Thomas Clarke Luby, E J. Ryan,
Joseph De¢nniffe, Denis Cromeyn, T. N. Underwood,
Denis Hayes, John Clohissy, Hugh Brophy, Andrew
Nolan, Maurice Donohoe, James Shields, Bernard
O’Connor, N. Walsh, Daniel Hayes, John Healy, Isasc
Varian, Dr John Charles Waters (off), George H,
Moore (off).

What was all this for 2 'What kind of a transaction
was it 7—what was its motive? —what was its
drift? Who were its authors? The Fenian
Brotherhood Deputy proposed, and the St Pa-
trick’s ~DBrotherhood Vice-President seconded ~the
trick. “ The Fenian Deputy and hig party had ample
confidence ,in the officers of the S¢. Patrick’s Brother-
hood; they were put on amongst the celebrated
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«: Twenty-oune ;" and the officers of the St. Patrick’s
B-otherbhood knew better than to decline. Sure they
could be St Patrick’s Brotherhood Commitiee men
and Fenian Deputy’s Committee men, and be distinct
all the while? There is mo copnection betwien the
two org.nisations, ab all ; only Californian Feniaus
somehow seem to show they have confidence that men
may play the thimble and the pea between them !

This -let me tell well-meaning and unsuspecting
members of the National Brotherhood —is the sort of
work, on the part of their guides, that has made good
men distrust the organisation, and ghun it a8 suspected,
(ainted, and dangerous,  Tluis i8 the sort of work that
has fastened on bue Brotherhood the repute of com-
plicity with the Fenian Society.

The meeting separated —the committec of manage-
ment feeling they had achisved a double triumph,
They had prevented a scene of uproar, discord, strife,
and disgrace ; and they bad, by merely giving ‘‘rope
enough,” allowed the © Fenians” and their allies to
reveal their true charscbe., and supply to the country,
by overt acts, tangible p oofs of their real nature, aims,
feelings, and designs, such as otherwise it would be
cifficult to get at. LA

And a'l thie, however, had not dawned jus’ then on
the friends and allies of the Feaian Deputy. On ihe
contrary, they thought they had had a grand, glorious,
and trinmphant victory.  Thaey danced with joy.
They ¢‘embraced” gach other puablicly as they left the
meeting in eostacies of exulbition, They marched
defiantly to ¢ the rooms” at No. 2 Marlborough streef,
as if they had just captured Dablin Castle and locked
up Lord Carlisie and his Privy Council in the Berming-
ham Tower.

And all this time, what had happened—whathad they
rea'ly done ? That which rejoiced the hearts of Lord
Carlisle and his Privy Council. That which help:d
to give a renewal leise of the Lrish ¢ grass farm” to our
paternal masters, That which caused the Government
gtill more comfort aud equanimity; and caised our ami-
able Vieeroy delectably to sclilogquise—** All right—ali
¢ right. Az long as these people ara 8o beautifully ready
¢ to fly at one another’s throats~es long &s they 50 ad-
¢¢ mirably hate one another and oppose one an.sher—
<t we need not trouble ourselves about discontent or
+¢ gomplaints of injastice and oppression. Thaese men
¢¢hold one another in eheck, and do our work for us

% gplendidiy!” :

Yee; this was the work Mr Jeremiah Kavanagh

and Mr T N Underwood —the Fenian Brotherhood
- Deputy and the'8t Patrick’s Brotherhood Vice-Presi-
dent—confederated to accomplish at the Rotundo
meetinge. . § :

Bat ¢ when things sre at the wobst they wend;”
and it'was, after ell, perbaps, necessary things ghould
come to this pass, before the Irish people, of every

_degree, could be awakened to a knowledge of what
' was Lappening through their listlessness and apathy.

THE PHENIX SCCIETIES

Men in this city of Dublin~long-tried Natisnalists,
but inactive for yeara—who, bubt for the know. -
ledge of things thoy obtained by this" ‘episode,
would have deemed it shoer romancing 40 declare
how facts really stood —were enlighteéned in an instant !
In one brief moment they saw explaiged and solved a
thousand things that they had either mi‘judged or
atterly failed to understand, in eartain proceedings
for a long time past! All was clear as daylight to
them now —one short glimpse behind the scenes had
sufficed them. A

Tvents 8b recent and so explanatory of themselves,
a8 the recent controversy between De-O'Brien and
the St. Patrick’s Brotherhood, do not come within the
scope of this letter. Lt happens that even ia the inter-
val between the receipt and the publication of Dr
O’Brien’s first letter, I addressed to that able and
raspected Diyihe,jd_ note rather strongly expressicg my
dissent from, and opinion against, the manner in wkich
he was abont to open the question ; and I have already,
in print, expresced my regret that some of his atate-
meats took a range which, howsoever logically ac-
curate, bore an air cf harshness and injustice with
ordinary readers. But this I know, and this is clear—
that whoever has been idle and apathetic in labouring
to serve Ireland, Dr O'Brien has not ; that whoeveris
ascountable for the fearful disorganisation of our
political life, Dr (¥ Brien is not; and that whoever is
opposed to & national organisation that would truly
represent our national aspirations—that would exhibit
at its head men of high character, men of tried wortb,
wisdom, and iatellect—and that would boldly,-firuly,
and virtaously lead our people to the certain attain-
ment of onr national rights —Dr O Brien, to my own
certain knowledge, is not. At a time when the country
geemed dead and gone, and our youth likely to grow
up in forgetfulness of the value of organised association,
in spreading a love of patriotism, intelligenes, and
virtus, he began a work for which Ireland will ever
honour his nama. Dr O'Brien did not raise his voice
against the Brotherhood umtil he could not be silent
without lapse of duty. We may be pretty sure the
Catholic Clargy never speak in ignorance when they
speak in Pastorals, altar discoarses, or otherwise, 80
clearly and strongly as we have recently heard them
in Trelard. It was not in the absence of sufficient
grounds for their course of- ation that the Irish Pre-
lates and Priests recently attered certain words of
warning. . Those Prelates ani Priests have knowledge
that nearly six ‘months ago the Govemment'waspr.'epqring
to make arrests. Experiencs taught them to calculate
that informers and epies would not be wanting to
manufacture. plots, oa'hs, aund. conspiracies ; and nob
without motives of sincerest duty, we may be sure,
did they, thereupon, “cry aloud to their flocks to
beware ! , " Sl :

Duripg all these public warnings and Px?“'fﬂft?é”'
sguiust Scoret, Sooiotios—pastorals,  sarmons, and

v



" word have I written on the subject.

- over and over again, declined to enter public life as

work against its rancorous obstructions unkaown to

_dangerous work to have a hand in, neverth:less. Why

IN IRELAND AND AMERICA.

letters - I have remained silent, until this letter was
called forth, Near.y every newspaper in [reland has
had articles on the suhject : —~the liishman, the Tele-
graph, the Freeman, the FHraminer, the D mocrat, the
Kerry Star —all have reprebended them with praise-
worthy vehemence ; but beyond a simple, yet emjhatic
notification (when printing a letter from Mr S. O’Brien
on the subject) that *“our views with refercncs to
 Secret Societies had already been publicly expressed,
“ were well known, and remained unchanged”— not a
I have dearly
bought my experience of trying-to save and befriend
men menaced by such danger. Ireland knows now how
I bave been requited, and why I shall not try again.

I must now bring this letbter to a close. [t has
almost unavoidably been extended beyond the length
I contemplated when I commenced it. From a mere per-
gonal vindication,it has risen to what good men aud true
men have already designated a great act of national
duty. I have fouad myself, I may say, chronicling the
political history of Ireland for the past four years —a
period during which some of the ablest polisicians and
profoundest observers have declared themselves utterly
unable to interpret or uaravel what they saw before
them, They can interpret it now. True patriots have,

long asthey were menaced with the secret mines and
hidden pitfalls of Fenianism ; and were obliged to

the country at large. All, intensely feeling *and
loudly professing that while this state of affairs lasted
nothing useful could be done—man by man, they have
declined the onerous, painful, and disagreeable, though
important task I have at length undertaken, in con-
necrion with the crushing of the foul ¢¢ slander system”
agaivst wyself. It could scarcely cost mé more re-
volting repugnance if I undertook to enter some dark
and narrow passage infested with hooded snakes.

As for what is personal tomyself in all this, I need
gay little now, beyond briefly summirg up what
bas been charged aud proved already in the course of
my letter. The parties whose machinations through«
out the past four years I have now enabled the reader
to trace for himself, step by step and act by act, have
used, as a potential agency in their plans, the most
extravagant calumnies against me. AsI have already
said, repetition was to accustom the popular mind to
allegations so absurdly outragecus that an isolated
utterance of them would be laughed at as the ravings
of a bedlamite. They calculate that, as  constant
dripping will wear away stone,” so a due course of
steady repetition willmake a little of the mos$ outrageous
slander stick. DBut, great as my forbearance may have
been through four yearsof silence, moral assassination is

bhave I been thus pursued? Let the unpre judiced |
reader study the facts I have traced—rejacting, if he |
chooses, everything not corroborated by dates, docu-

g
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ments, and witnesses enl;ire]y beyond my control—
and he will find my one unforgiveable sin to be, that
[Lam deemed an obstruction by the Fenian Society.
To break down an influence which the Secret Chiefs
deem irremediably obatructive, this wretched system
of defamation has been resorted to; for if they could
only poison the fair fame and wound the character of
ts Editor, the Nation newspaper would not long wield
ithe power they feel and fcar. At the outset, T sa‘d I
would rest the refutation of Mr John 0’Mahony’s
false and libellous charges altogether on “ dutes docu .
ments, and facts entirely beyond my control” I repeat
that declaration now, and, having fu'ly indicated and
set forth those ‘¢ dates, decuments, anl facts,” am
ready to abide, as must my traducers, the tcsti-
mony they exhibit.

Mr O’Mahony stated that I sent a letter ipquiring
of Mr Smith O’Brien if he belongad to a Secret Society,
and vpon that statement,amongst the more serious im-
putations, quite a number of off:n:ive remarks on
my ‘ ingenupusness,” gcod sense, and good manners,
were made to binge. I have answered that I never
made any suchinquiry ; and have appealed to the
document itgelf, or Mr O’Brien’s racollection of it.

Mr O’Mahony stated that I, by “ an article in the
Natiorn” op the 30th Qctober, 1858, was to all appear-
ance the first to accomplish the betrayal of the Pheeaix
prisoners and set the bloodhounds of Saxon law on
their track. I have struck thislictead by the follow-
ing *¢ dates, documents, and facts, entirely beyond my
control” : —

That on the 3rd October, twenty seven days before
my article, the Parish Priest' of Kenmare publicly
denounced the Secret Siciety from the altar of the
parish church,

That on the same day (as he himself has publicly
stated) he received a copy of the oath, shewed it to a
magistrate, and forwarded it to Dublin Castle,

That on the very next Saturday—viz, 9th Octobar
(or twenty-one days before the Nation article) —the
Irishman newspaper had a puablic and - editorial
(hypothetical) reprehension of the society in its leading
page.

That within little more than a week afterwards-—
viz., ** between the 17th and 20th October,” (or twelve
days before the Nation article), as sworn on direct
and cross-examination by the approver at Tralee,
and q1oted in published reports of the trial—Sullivan
Goula gave information to Holland, the policeman, in
Keunmare,

That on the next Sunday—viz., on the 24th October
(or six days beforas the Nation article) —the Catholic
clergy in Clonakilty, Skibbereen, Bantry, Kenmare,
and other places, publicly denounced the said society
from the altar in each one of those places,

That on the 26th of Ockober, (or four days before
the Nation article), a correspondent of the ZEvening
Mal wrote a letter, which was prominently pub-
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lished, with a striking headiog, in the leading page of
that journal, on the 27sh of October, said letter stating
full particulars of the Society, and announcing thab
the Government had full information of its members
and their designs.

From which. it follows : that if the 3rd of October,
9:h of October, 17th of October, 24:h of October, and
927th of October, each and all, can be said to have
come after the thirtieth of October, in the sama year—
then Jobn O’Mahony has spoken truly in saying my
article of the 3)th of October, 1858, was to all appear-
ance the first to accomplish the betrayal of the Phcenix
prisoners, and start the bloodhounds of Saxon law on
their track.

But—if the 3rd of October, 9th of Qctober, 17th of
October, 24th of October, and 27¢h of October, do not
come after the thirtieth of October, in the same year,
but beforeit—then Jobn O’Mahony stands publicly
convicted of false, villanous, and calumnious state-
ments,

It will be admitted those were dates and facts
¢ peyond my control.” I quoted documents, too, I
quoted documents which prove that either the Phanix
prisorers themselves never dreamed of such atrocious
calumnies against me until John O’Mahony inven'ed
them, orelse that the eaid prisoners hypoeritically
concealed their sentiments, and never once manfully
and openly stated them at the timo ; though they knew
I was toiling day and night for them, and being pub-
licly and privately thanked on their behalf as their
benefactor and best friend.

I guoted documents which prove that either the
Fuir Tiial Fund Committee, the parents, relatives, and
friends of the prisoners, and the legal advisers of the
prisoners, each and all, must have played a similar
game of concealment, or else, with a full knowledge of
all the facts, regarded ma as a consistent benefactor
and trus friend to the Pkeeaix prisoners. ;

[ quoted documents which prove that the Cor
prisoners must have grossly deceived their own
parents, relatives,and friends, and their legal advisers,
with reference to their feelings towards the Nation ;
or else those parents, relatives, and friends, and those
legal advisers, were guilty of deliberately deceitful
testimony, if the said Cork prisoners were nob then
“ most deeply grateful to me and to the Nation.”

I quoted documents from the Kerry prisoners (their
own letters to me) placing their evidence completely
beyond cavil or question.

Until the validity of all those proofs, dates, facts,
witnesses, and documents (quite independent of my in-
fluence), can be impeached or destroyed, I submit that
it is not possible for any man to reiterate the gross

charges they rebut, unless at the penalty of abiding all
the consegeuces.

THE PH®YNIX SOCIETIES, &c.

And, now this- vindication is finished, let me say
that my purpose will be but half achieved if it does
not cause the good, the virtuous, the tried and trusted
men of the National Party to come for#ard promptly
and boldly, to save, and guide, aud counsel the peole,
so sadly in need of guidance in their political efforts.
A polioy of simple negation will never do with a people
like ours, To assist and further some healthy action
in popular politics, has bsen my ohief aim in the
latter half of my present task. My own vindication
would bave been completed triumphantly by a much
shorter statement. It was with deep pain and insense
reluctance I set about this duty —and solely because
in my soul I sclemnly b:lieved it to be a duty. My
honour is dearer to me than life itself. I fill a position
never tarnished by those who have gone before me in
it ; a position which renders a charge against me, such
as those repelled to-day, more fatal than bullet or
poignard, and more horrible to me than the dungeon
or thescaffsld. I owed it to all I hold dear in this.
life —to myself, to my position, and to my countrymen,
who love and trust me, to render it perilous for any man
who is morally accountable for his words and acts to
assail the fair fame I hold and cherish.. Few public.
men in Ireland, of thrice my years in the public ser-
vice, and tenfold my ability, have ever been honoured
with such testimonies of respect and confilencs as it
has been my high pride and bright fortune to reccive
even within the last six months, The highest and the
best, the holiest and the purest, in Ireland, with aa
unanimity I believe rarely paralleled in this century, -
have cheered me in a moment of perilous duty by such.
words as I shall never forget ; while the friendship,
respect, and confidence of the men most prominently
identified with [reland’s last armed attempt at inde-
pendence, forbid complaint on my part if, like men.
far above me in every respect, I too experience some
of what Thomas Francis Meagher has aptly termed
¢ The Penalties of Public Life.”

But neither these nor any other pemalties, daungers,
or perils can weigh with me against my daty. Ireland
is in a plight to-day that ought but to ¢‘ make her
more painfully dear to her sons,” and attract still more
powerfully to her side all who can serve or aid her.
Che distraction, division, disorganisation, and despair
»f her own children have brought her lower than the
most galling chains of oppression ; but we need only a.
little patriotic courage, firmness, and resolution to
change the desolate spectacle into ome of hopeful,
Lealthful life and activity. May God give us the
virtues we require and the freedom we hope for ! ;

" -

Iam, &2,

ALEXANDER M. SULLIVAN.."




