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A  Comfortable HealÉht Appliance th,at 

eliouM  be W o r n  h j  Everybody .

•A-ITST!) STTIFIFIEIR.IEIEiS ^'K,01Æ

T r a d e
R H E U M A T IS M , GOUT, 
S C IA T IC A, LUMBAGO,
TO R P ID  LIVER, IN D IG E STIO N , 
F U N C T IO N A L  DISORDERS, 
KIDNEY DISEASES,
IN T E R N A L  W EAKNESS,

NERVOUS EXH AU STIO N , 
SLEEPLESSNESS,
IM PAIRED V IT A L IT Y ,
LOCAL 8c GENE R AL DEBILITY , 
BRAIN FAG, M ELAN CH O LIA , 
NERVOUS DYSPEPSIA.

O the  d eb ilita ted  constitu tion , is  very  com fortable to  w ear, p roduces no shock, im proves the 
figure, keeps the  body a t a uniform  and healthy  tem perature, p reven ts chills, assists  digestion, 
and prom ptly  renew s th a t v ita lity , the  lo ss of w hich  is the  first sym ptom  of decay.

ITS  HEALING PROPERTIES are  m ultifarious, it  s tim ulates the  functions of the  various organs, increases 
their secretions, re laxes m orb id  con tractions, im proves n u trition , and  gives tone to  every  m uscle and  nerve of 
the body. A cting d irectly  on  the  system , it  susta ins and assists  its  various functions, renew s exhausted  nerve 
and b rain  force, a n d  th u s p rom otes the h ealth  and  streng th  of
the en tire  fram e.

a
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WHY WE ADVERTISE.—One reason  w hy we advertise  so 
largely is to enable the  public to know w here they  can  obtain  a 
bona-fide guaran teed  genuine cu rative  E lectric  A ppliance and 
the  best M edical E lectrica l T rea tm en t, a t a m oderate  cost, and 
so, a s far as possib le, prevent this noble and invaluable branch o f 
science from  being abused by unscrupulous vendors o f bogus 
appliances. T h e  C om pany’s In stitu te  is the  largest of the kind 
in  the  world, and a personal inspection  and  exam ination  of 
H a rn ess’ E lectropath ic  B elts cannot fail to in sp ire  confidence in 
the  m inds of the  m ost sceptical critics.

A n o th e r  r e a s o n  why we advertise  so largely is to coun terac i 
the  p rejudice w hich exists am ong m any  M edical P rac titio n ers  
against advertis ing—w hich they  consider is “ unprofessional.” 
T h ey  know th a t our E lectropath ic  B elts a re  invaluable  in m any 
cases of disease, bu t they  do not usually  recom m end them  until 
they  feel they  can  do no m ore for th e ir pa tien ts . T h is  being the  
c ase  there  is positively  no o th er way of m aking our appliances 
and  trea tm en t known to the  public  bu t by advertising , and we 
cordially  inv ite  all the  read ers of our announcem ents to call, if 
possib le, and  personally  exam ine the  B elts before purchasing.

IM P O R T A N T  T O  IN V A L ID S .
Mp. C. B. HARNESS, C onsulting M edical E lectrician , and 

the  C om pany’s Physician , Surgeon, and  o th er Officers, m ay be 
consu lted  Daily, personally  o r by letter, free o f charge, upon all 

m a tte rs  re la ting  to H ealth  and the app lication  of C urative 
E lectricity . An experienced lady is also in  a ttendance.
Note only address and send fo r  aBe'.t or particulars to-day:

T H E MEDICAL BATTERY COMPANY, LIM ITED , 52, Oxford Street, London, W.

THE ELECTROPATHIC AND * ZANDER INSTITUTE,
52, o :x::f o :r :d  s t i r i e i e i t , LOisriDOicsr. w .



THE STORY OP “ ROOM 15.”

TOLD BY DONAL SULLIVAN
(One o f  the Hen. Secretaries of the Irish  P arliam entary P arty). 

(R ep rin ted  from  th e  National Press, N ovem ber 21st to  D ecem ber 5 th , 1891.)

\ n  accu ra te  n a rra tiv e  of th e  in c id en ts—in n e r 
u-nd o u tw ard —of th e  storm y days of Room 15, 
has become desirab le  for m any reasons. T he 
accounts of th e  debates of th e  I r is h  P a r ty  
were necessarily  tak en  from  th e  rep o rts  sup ­
p lied  b y  th e  Freeman’s Journal, whose re ­
porters  alone w ere ad m itted  to  th e  m eetings. 
T hese repo rts  were revised in  M r P a rn e ll 's  in ­
te re s t by th e  London corresponden t of th e  
Freeman, and  bo th  M r P a rn e ll an d  h is lead ing  
p a rtisan s, like  M r Redm ond, w ere accorded th e  
p riv ilege  of seeing  th e ir  speeches in  m a n u ­
sc rip t before be ing  se n t to  th e  P ress. 
S im ilarly , any  passages in  th e  deba tes aw k­
w ard  fo r th e  cha irm an  w ere freq u en tly  
a lto g e th e r o m itted  by th e  Freemanys Journal. 
On th e  firs t occasion w hen th e  I r is h  
P a rty  m e t th e re  w ere no rep o rte rs  p resen t, 
no r were th ey  ad m itted  d u rin g  th e  debates 
on th e  follow ing day, w hen M r P a rn e ll was 
req u ested  to  reconsider h is position  ; a n d  
th e se  were th e  c ritica l days in  th e  s tru g g le . 
T h e  ex trao rd in a ry  speech m ade by  M r 
P a rn e ll on th e  open ing  day in  re tu rn in g  
th a n k s  fo r h is  re-election  has  n ev er been 
published , an d  is  now g iven from  n o tes 
tak en  a t  th e  tim e, w hich w ere a f te r ­
w ards su b m itted  to  ensure  accuracy  to  severa l 
m em bers who were p resen t. W ith  th e  sam e 
object, several of th e  I r is h  m em bers con­
v e rsan t w ith  th e  fac ts  w ere asked to  p e ru re  
and  m ake suggestions fo r th e  n a rra tiv e . I t  
has  been desired  as fa r  a* possible to  m ake 
th *  record  less con troversia l than. h is to rica l ; 
and  a lth o u g h  th e  “ S to ry” appeared  ©riginally 
in  daily in sta lm en ts  in  th e  National Press, its

accuracy  has  n o t been  challenged  by M r P a r ­
n e ll’s followers.

T h e  sto ry  opens w ith  th e  follow ing sum m ons 
to  th e  m em bers of th e  I r is h  P a rlia m e n ta ry  
P a r ty , th e  la s t  ev e r to  be addressed  to  th e m  
as th e ir  leader, by M r P arn e ll.

D e a r  S i r — You will perm it me, in  accordance 
w ith my usual custom, to  remind the members of 
the Irish  Parliam entary Party  th a t th e  session 
will open on Tuesday, the 25th inst, when i t  is 
most desirable th a t our full strength  should be 
available. I  wish to  lay special stress upon the 
necessity for the  attendance of every man upon 
th e  opening day, as i t  is unquestionable th a t the 
coming session will be one of combat from first to  
last, and th a t g reat issues depend upon its  
course.—I  am, dear sir, yours tru ly , C h a r l e s  
S t e w a r t  P a r n e l l .

T h is  appeared  in  th e  Freeman’s Journal of 
M onday, 17 th  N ovem ber, 1890, th e  very  day on 
w hich th e  ju ry  in  th e  London D ivorce C ourt 
re tu rn e d  th e ir  v e rd ic t a g a in s t M r P arn e ll.

LEAGUE AND L E IN S T E R  H A LL M EETIN G S.
On Tuesday, Nov. 18, a t  th e  u su a l fo r t­

n ig h tly  m eeting  of th e  N a tio n a l L eague, M r. 
J .  E . R edm ond, M .P., who presided, spoke 
s tro n g ly  in  M r. P a rn e ll 's  favour. Two days 
a fte rw ard s a  m eetin g  w hich h a d  long  p re­
viously been  sum m oned to  su p p o rt th e  
ev ic ted  te n a n ts  in  th e  L e in s te r  H all, D ub lin , 
a n d  w hich h ad  been abandoned  w hen th e  
divorce decree was pronounced, was proceeded 
w ith , and  d iv erted  a t  th e  in stan ce  of M r R ed­
m ond, an d  D r K enny, M .P., in to  one in  sus­
ta in m e n t of M r P arn e ll. T he Freeman’s Journal, 
on w hich th e  popu lar p a r ty  depended fo r in fo r­
m ation , suppressed every  consideration  u n fa ­
v ourab le  to  h im , an d  backed h im  stro n g ly  
every  day.

P a rlia m e n t opened on Tv asday, 25 th  Novern
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ber, 1890. Before th e  Speaker w en t to  th e  
p H ouse of L ords to  h e a r  th e  Q ueen’s Speech 

read , w ord w as passed  am ongst th e  I r is h  m em ­
b ers  in  th e  House th a t  th e  u su a l m ee tin g  of 
th e  P a r ty  h e ld  each y ea r on th e  opening 
day  of th e  Session w ould ta k e  place in  
Room 15 ab o u t 3 o'clock. D u rin g  
th e  e a rlie r  p a r t  of th e  day  th e re  w as a  
good deal of anxious conversation  am ongst 
l i t t l e  k n o ts  of th e  m em bers as to  w h at M r 
P a rn e ll  w ould do or say a t  th e  m ee tin g  in  re ­
spec t to  th e  p roceedings in  th e  D ivorce C ourt. 
H is position , like  M r B u tt’s a n d  M r Shaw ’s, 
w as th a t  of Sessional C hairm an , an d  a t  th e  
opening  of each  session th e  ch a irm an  of th e  
P a r ty  is  elected .

B E L IE F  TH A T M R  PA R N E L L  W O U LD  R E T IR E .

A m ongst some th e  im pression  h ad  been 
c rea ted  b y  ru m o u rs  from  a u th o r ita tiv e  
an d  in flu en tia l q u a rte rs  t h a t  if  M r P a r ­
n e ll w ere re-e lected  he  w ould re tire  im m e­
d ia te ly  a fte rw ard s  from  th e  ch a ir. A p a ra ­
g rap h  to  th a t  effect h a d  ap p eared  in  th e  
Standard  th e  sam e m o rn ing  to  w hich con­
siderable w e ig h t w as a tta c h e d , ow ing 
to th e  fa c t t h a t  M r T uohy, th e  Londou 
co rresponden t of th e  Freeman, u su a lly  
supp lied  t h a t  jo u rn a l w ith  news re la t­
in g  to  th e  I r is h  P a r ty . Indeed , a  n u m ­
b e r of m em bers, as  a  m a tte r  w ith in  th e ir  
own know ledge, s ta te d  t h a t  M r P a rn e ll  would 
announce h is  re tire m e n t a f te r  re-election , on 
th e  g ro u n d  th a t  h is  co n tin u in g  to  ao t as L eader 
w ould be d isastro u s to  I re la n d  a n d  im peril 

' th e  cause of H om e R ule. M r H en ry  C am pbell, 
M r P a rn e ll’s p riv a te  a n d  confidentia l 
secre ta ry , le d  severa l to  be lieve  th is . 
T h is  in te llig en ce  also M r T uohy  conveyed, 
as h e  said , “ on th e  b e s t possible a u th o ­
r ity , t h a t  of M r. H en ry  C am pbell, M r 
P a rn e ll’s p riv a te  sec re ta ry ,”  to  M essrs Sexton. 
John B arry , W  J  L ane, a n d  o thers. A sim ilar 
ru m o u r h a d  been  a u th o r ita tiv e ly  c ircu la ted  
th ro u g h  D u b lin  some days prev iously . T h is 
was a l l  free ly  v e n tila te d  in  th e  Lobby, and  
m ost of th e  I r is h  m em bers concluded th a t  
a f te r  M r P a rn e ll  was, as  a  fina l com plim ent 
fo r d is tin g u ish ed  services, fo rm ally  m oved to  
th e  ch a ir, h e  w ould th a n k  h is  colleagues fo r th e  
h onour th e y  h a d  p a id  h im , and  declare t h a t  in

th e  in te re s t of Ire la n d  he  w ould re tire  
from  th e  position—a t  le a s t fo r th a t  
session. F o r, desp ite  th e  m eetings 
in  th e  L e in s te r  H a ll and  a t  th e  N a ­
tio n a l L eague, th e  feeling  a g a in s t h is  le ad er­
sh ip , d u rin g  th e  c ritic a l week since h is  sum ­
m ons to  th e  P a r ty  was issued, as show n by 
declara tions such  as those from  M r D a v itt, in  
h is  new spaper, th e  Labour World, h a d  been 
im m ensely  grow ing.

T H E  IR IS H  PA R TY  M EETS.

I t  w as a  cold, foggy, w et afte rn o o n  w hen 
th e  I r is h  m em bers, to  th e  n u m b er of 59, 
s tream ed  in to  Room 15. T h e ir  nam es w ere— 
A braham , B arry , B lane, B yrne, C orbett, 
C lancy, C rilly , Conway, Condon, Cox, C am p­
bell, D alton , Esm onde, Foley, F inucane, 
F itzg e ra ld , F ly n n , Fox, Jo rd an , E  H a r­
rin g to n , H ayden , H arrison , M aurice  H ealy, 
D r K enny, M  J  K enny, K ilb ride, Knox, Lane, 
Leam y, J u s t in  M ‘C arthy , J  H u n tly  M cCarthy, 
M acN eill, W  A M acdonald, P e te r  McDonald, 
M ‘K enna, M orrogh, M ahony, M aguire, M urphy 
Colonel N olan, Jo seph  N olan, Jo h n  O’Connor, 
Jam es O’K elly , P  J  O’B rien , J  F  X O’B rien , R  P  
Pow er, P  J  Pow er, P in k erto n , P a rn e ll, Q uinn, 
Roche, Sexton, Sheehan, S tack , D S u llivan , 
Sheehy, T an n er, T u ite , a n d  W ebb. A s lig h tly  
d ifferen t l is t  of nam es was p u b lish ed  in  th e  
papers a t  th e  tim e , b u t  th e  above is believed  
to  be an  accu ra te  one. M essrs M olloy, Com- 
m ins, D easy, A r th u r  O’Connor, R eynolds, and  
M 'C artan  a rr iv e d  e ith e r  a f te r  th e  m eeting  
w as over, o r as i t  w as ab o u t to  b reak  up. 
M essrs W m  O’B rien, Jo h n  D illon , T  P  
O’C onnor, T  D S u llivan , T  P  G ill, a n d  T 
H arrin g to n  w ere in  A m erica. M r T  M H ealy  
was in  D ublin , ju s t  conva lescen t a f te r  a 
serious illness, an d  no o p p o rtu n ity  w h a tev e r 
was afforded to  th e  p a r ty  fo r co n su lta tio n , 
de libera tion , o r com m unication  in  reference 
to  th e  g rave crisis t h a t  h a d  arisen .

r o o m  15.
Room 15, w hich h as  now become h is to ric , is 

one of th e  o rd in a ry  com m ittee  room s, s itu a te d  
a  s to ry  h ig h e r  th a n  th e  House itse lf  a n d  over­
looking th e  r iv e r  T ham es. On th is  ch illy  
even ing  n e ith e r  lam ps nor fire w ere lig h ted , 
a n d  th e  room  fe lt  a n d  looked d a rk  and 
cheerless. B efore th e  P a r ty  assem bled



THE STORY OF ROOM 15.

M r P arn e ll, accom panied by M r H enry  
Cam pbell, had  seated  h im se lf in  th e  room. 
F o r h im  th is  was a  m ost u n u su a l c ircum ­
stance. H is h a b it  h ad  been to  keep th e  P a r ty  
w aitin g  often  fo r h a lf  an  hour, an d  m any 
tim es m uch  longer. T hey found h im  seated  
a t  th e  ta b le  n e x t to  M r J u s t in  M 'C arthy . 
H e h ad  slipped in  q u ie tly  fifteen  m inu tes 
before th e  appo in ted  hour, an d  as col­
league a fte r  colleague a rr iv e d  no w ord of 
g ree tin g  o r welcome was exchanged  w ith  any 
of them . T he whole P la n  of C am paign h ad  
been carefu lly  th o u g h t o u t by M r P arn e ll. 
M r M. J .  K enny, M .P., th re e  weeks a fte rw ards 
declared  in  a  speech a t  C astlecom er (S u n ­
day, 14 th  D ecem ber, 1890), t h a t  M r H en ry  
C am pbell sa id  to  h im  before th e  m eeting— 
“ M orley is search ing  everyw here th ro u g h  
th e  H ouse fo r P a rn e ll w ith  a  le t te r  from  G lad­
stone, b u t  I  w ill tak e  devilish  good care  he  
will n o t find th e  Chief, because I  w ill keep h im  
o u t of th e  w ay.”

T H E  L IB E R A L  LEADERS AND M R  PA R N E L L .

A le t te r  w hich M r Jo h n  M orley pub lished  
on th e  17 th  of A ugust, 1891, th re w  a  good 
d ea l of l ig h t  on th e  ta c tic s  adop ted  by  M r 
P arn e ll. H e w rote :—

“ I n  h is  speech a t  K ells y e s te rd ay  M r P a r ­
nell m akes th e  follow ing rep ly  to  a  charge  
th a t  he  h a d  d e lib e ra te ly  c u t off a ll  com m uni­
cations w ith  th e  L ibera l L eaders in  th e  in ­
te rv a l  betw een th e  decree in  th e  D ivorce C ourt 
an d  h is  re-election  as C h airm an  of th e  I r ish  
P a r ty  :—

I never w ithdrew  myself anywhere. I stopped 
in the same place I  was in before the verdict. I 
remained in the same place where M r.M orley came 
to  see me nine days before the verdict, and where 
he knew he could find me during the nine days 
after the verdict which elapsed before th e  meeting 
of the party .
1 d id  n o t know w here I  could  find  him . M r 
P a rn e ll is w ell aw are th a t  I  n ev er knew, and  
never so u g h t to  know, any  p riv a te  address 
o f h is a t  any  tim e. H is in terv iew  w ith  m e in  
m y rooms a t  B rig h to n  was a rran g ed , as usual, 
th ro u g h  M r H en ry  Cam pbell an d  i t  was th ro u g h  
th e  sam e channel th a t  I  reached  h im  in  
th e  follow ing week. T h ere  was no other. 
The decree w as pronounced on M onday, No­
vem ber 17th. I  n a tu ra lly  expected  daily  to  
h ea r from  M r P arn e ll. A t la s t, on S atu rday ,

Novem ber 22, I  w rote to  M r C am pbell desir­
in g  h im  to  ca ll on m e as soon as possible. 
H e cam e to  m y house on Sunday  evening. 
I  begged h im  to  be good enough to  in form  
M r P a rn e ll th a t  M r G ladstone was com ing to  
London on th e  follow ing day  (M onday, 
N ovem ber 24th), a n d  th a t  i t  was m ost im ­
p o r ta n t th a t  I  shou ld  be ab le  to  com m unicate 
w ith  M r P a rn e ll no t la te r  th a n  T uesday  fo re­
noon, an d  before th e  m eetin g  of th e  I r ish  
P a rty . On th e  la s t  p o in t I  la id  special 
s tress. M r C am pbell to ld  me th a t  M r P arn e ll 
was a t  B righ ton , th a t  he  would go th e re  th e  
n ex t day  an d  d e liver m y req u est, and  finally , 
th a t  I  m ig h t re ly  on h ea rin g  from  h im  by 
eleven on T uesday  forenoon. A t h a lf-p as t 
eleven on T uesday  forenoon I  received  a  te le ­
g ram  p u rp o rtin g  to  come from  M r Cam pbell, 
say ing  th a t  he  was so rry  he could  n o t find 
h is  friend , b u t  hoped to  see h im  a t  th e  House 
of Commons. I  im m edia te ly  app lied  to  M r 
M 'C arthy , b u t  he, too, was en tire ly  in  th e  dark  
an d  so w ere a ll th e  o th e r m em bers of th e  Ir ish  
P a r ty  th e n  an d  now supposed to  be m uch  in  M r 
P a rn e ll’s confidence. B efore th e  h o u r a t  
w hich th e  I r is h  P a r ty  w ere to  m ee t I  w en t 
down to  th e  H ouse, b u t  th e  Ir ish  m eeting , I  
r a th e r  th in k , h a d  been accelerated . A t any  
r a te  i t  was over. F rom  th e  day of th e  decree 
down to  t h a t  tim e  I  h ad  no b e tte r  m eans of 
reach in g  M r P a rn e ll (save those  to  w hich I 
ac tu a lly  reso rted ) th a n  I  have to -day  of 
reach in g  th e  m an in  th e  moon. I  can n o t prove 
th a t  th e  c u ttin g  off of com m unication was de­
lib era te . I t  ce rta in ly  was effectual.”

M R  P A R N E L L  L IE S  PER D U .

M essrs P a rn e ll an d  C am pbell w ell knew  th s  
ob jec t of M r Jo h n  M orley’s quest, an d  m aste r 
and  m an a rra n g e d  to  p rev en t th e  in terv iew . 
On th e  prev ious Sunday  (Nov 23), M r B ern ard  
Molloy, M P , h a d  tw ice se n t down a  m essenger 
to  B rig h to n  w ith  im p o rta n t le t te r s  fo r Mi* P a r ­
nell, b u t  th e  m essenger being  unab le  to  find 
h im  th e y  were delivered  to  M rs O’Shea, who 
prom ised  th e y  shou ld  be p laced im m ediately  
in  M r P a rn e ll 's  hands. No reply , however, 
was received, an d  no notice was tak en  of them , 
a lth o u g h  th e y  w arned  M r P a rn e ll in  th e  
c lea res t te rm s of th e  g a th e rin g  storm , and  
begged of h im  to  tak e  counsel w ith  h is  frieu Js
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I t  w ill be rem em bered th a t  b are ly  a fo r tn ig h t 
a fte rw ard s  (R otundo, D ecem ber 10th, 1890), M r 
P a rn e ll declared  th a t  if M r G ladstone had  
only “ by  h in t, by w hisper, or by in u en d o /, 
conveyed to  h im  th a t  h is leadersh ip  was u n ­
desirable, he would a t  once have soug h t th e  
advice of h is colleagues. Y e t we know by th e  
dec la ra tio n  of M r J u s tin  M ‘C arth y  (Pall Mall 
Gazette, D ecem ber 12,1890), th a t  he  form ally 
com m unicated to  h im  M r G ladstone’s m essage, 
w hile M r Molloy h as  p reserved  copies of his 
own rem onstrances. M r P a rn e ll 's  p lan  w as to  
“ r u s h "  th e  m eetin g  of th e  m em bers. The 
exac t h o u r of th e  m eetin g  was le f t  undefined. 
I t  was understood  to  be  “ a f te r  th e  Q ueen’s 
Speech is read .”  Some of th e  p a r ty  understood 
by th is , th e  read in g  of th e  Speech in  th e  Com­
mons by  th e  Speaker, who re-reads i t ,  a f te r  
h e a rin g  i t  in  th e  Lords, as m any  m em bers do 
n o t proceed to  th e  U pper H ouse, and  several 
th e re fo re  d id  n o t a rr iv e  t i l l  th e  m om entous 
p a r t  of th e  proceedings h ad  ta k e n  place.

H O W  M R  P A R N E L L ^  R E -E L E C T IO N  W AS W O RK ED .

M r R ichard  Pow er, th e  sen io r W h ip  of 
th e  P a r ty , was p laced  in  th e  cha ir. M r 
P a rn e ll was on h is r ig h t, looking qu ite  as 
unconcerned  as if  i t  w as a n  o rd in a ry  
occasion, w ith  M r Mf C ar th y  n e x t him , 
M r J  u s t in  H u n tly  M 'C arth y  s a t  b e ­
side h is  fa th e r , an d  M r S exton  w as n e x t to  
young  M r M ‘C arth y . To th e  le f t  of M r 
Pow er w ere sea ted  th e  hon. secs., M essrs 
H en ry  C am pbell a n d  D onal S u lliv an  ; 
n e x t to  th em  one of th e  W hips, M r 
D easy (M r Carew , th e  second W hip , be ing  
a b sen t th ro u g h  illn ess). T he m ee tin g  was 
like  a l l  s im ila r m eetings, p riv a te . M r 
Sexton, a t  M r M ‘C a rth y ’s req u est, rose 
an d  proposed th e  re-e lection  of M r P a rn e ll 
as Sessional C hairm an  fo r 1891, in  th a t  
fé lic itions lan g u ag e  in  w hich  h e  in v ariab ly  
expresses h is  ideas, b u t  n o t a  few of h is 
h ea re rs  fe lt  t h a t  M r Sexton w as oppressed by 
some feelings w hich d id  no t find u tte ra n c e  in  
h is  sh o rt speech, an d  th a t  h is  h e a r t  was no t 
in  it. Colonel N olan  th e n  briefly  seconded 
th e  motioD. A fte r  a  sh o rt pause M r Jo rdan , 
in  a  re sp ec tfu l b u t  firm  tone, voiced th e  j  

ivelings of th e  g re a t m a jo rity  of th e  m em bers |

p resen t, and  requested  M r P a rn e ll to  re tire .
M R J o r d a n ' s  p r o t e s t .

Only those  who h ad  experience of th e  m an­
n e r in  w hich th e  m eeting  was hypno tised  u n d e r 
th e  perso n a lity  of M r P arn e ll, can apprecia te  
th e  a c t of a  diffident an d  re tir in g  m an 
like M r Jo rd an , ris in g  to  question  fo r th e  
firs t tim e am ongst h is  followers th e  position  of 
th e  U ncrow ned K ing. M r Jo rd a n  said, now 
th a t  th e  Ir ish  P a r ty  h ad  conferred  th e  honour 
of re-e lecting  h im  unan im ously  to  th e  lead er­
ship, and  th e re b y  p a id  h im  th e  g re a te s t 
com plim ent in  tb e ir  power, w ould i t  n o t be 
w ell fo r M r P arn e ll, in  view of ev en ts  w hich 
had  recen tly  become public, to  consider h is  
position , a n d  now to  re tire  g racefu lly , so as to  
ease th e  s itu a tio n , w hich, i t  could n o t be  d is­
guised, w as one of a  grievous ch a ra c te r  and  of 
g re a t p e ril  to  th e  I r is h  cause. H e w as 
lis ten ed  to  th ro u g h o u t, w ith  a  fe rv e n t hope 
in  th e  m inds of m ost of those p re sen t th a t  h is  
appeal w ould be  responded to . P ro b ab ly  h is  
speech w ould have led  to  some defin ite  ac tion  
by o thers, h a d  i t  n o t been  th a t  M r E d w ard  
H a rrin g to n , who s a t  a t  th e  sam e side of th e  
room  as M r Jo rd an , on th e  le f t  of th e  ch a ir  
an d  a  few sea ts  n ea re r  to  M r 
P a rn e ll sa id , in  a  d ep reca tin g  way, 
ju s t  as  M r J o rd a n  resum ed  h is  sea t— 
"  C anno t you  w a it t i l l  you  h ea r w h a t M r 
P a rn e ll  w ill say,” or w ords to  t h a t  effect. 
T h is observation  confirm ed th e  general 
belief th a t  M r P a rn e ll w as ab o u t to  announce 
h is re s ig n a tio n , an d  th a t  i t  would be u n ­
gracious to  discuss a  s e tt le d  an d  p a in fu l ques­
tion . T he m otion th e n  w as qu ick ly  p u t  to  
th e  m eetin g  by  M r Pow er, an d  was declared  
ca rried  an^idst dem onstra tions from  a  portion  
of th e  assem bly, w hich su g g ested  th e  id ea  of 
an  o rgan ised  claque.

AN EX TR A O R D IN A R Y  SPEEC H .

M r P a rn e ll  a t  once took th e  chair, an d  in  a  
m om ent rose to  h is feet, w hereupon a ll w as 
suspense an d  ex pecta tion  fo r th e  announce­
m e n t of th e  fa te fu l decision w hich w as to  have  
such  fa r-reach in g  effects. A dea th -lik e  
silence fe ll on th e  P a r ty . T h is s tilln e ss  was 
m ade th e  m ore im pressive by th e  g a th e r in g  
darkness an d  th e  gloom y aspect of th e  room.
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E v ery  nerve was s tru n g , an d  every  ear 
s tra in e d  to  catch  th e  words w hich each one 
fe lt  w ould decide m om entous issues. These 
w ere anxious m om ents, even fo r m en tra in e d  
in  th e  h o tte s t  exc item en t of po litica l and  
P a rlia m e n ta ry  life. M r P a rn e ll’s address 
was cold. No recogn ition  of th e  friendsh ip  
show n h im  m ark ed  e ith e r  w ords or m anner. 
No words of g ra ti tu d e  to  th e  P a r ty  or th a n k s  
fo r h is re-election  fe ll from  him . I n  icy 
tones h e  sa id—

I  feel th is  re-election a proof of your continued 
confidence in me, and I  will during the coming 
session show th a t  your tru s t and confidence in 
me is not misplaced. The session is likely to  be 
an im portant one, and I  feel i t  my duty to  ask 
my colleagues to  give as constant attendance 
as they can, a t all events w hilst any Irish  mea­
sures are under consideration. They should bear 
in mind th a t i t  is by th e ir num bers in  th e  divi­
sion lobby th a t they  are respected and feared. 
I  was able w ith only one man by my side to  stand 
up and defy the House of Commons, and what 
have I  now to fear with eighty-five colleagues a t 
my back? W hen I  came into th is  room i t  was not 
my in tention  to  make any reference to  certain  
recent events w ith which my name was con­
nected, bu t as allusion has been mad© to the sub­
jec t (referring to  M r Jo rdan’s speech), I  will now 
lif t aside a corner of the  curtain , and I  can 
assure you, my friends and colleagues, th a t in  a 
short period of tim e, when I  am free to  do so, I  
will be able to  pu t a complexion on th is  case very 
different to th a t  which i t  now bears, and I  will 
then  be able to  hold my head as high, aye, and 
higher, than  ever before, in the face of the world. 
This is not the place to  en ter on a vindication of 
myself against the vile charges th a t have been 
made against me, and I  do not intend to  do so, 
but I  will ask my colleagues to  remember th a t 
only one side of the  story has been given to  the 
public. I  am accused of breaking up a happy 
home, and of shattering a scene of domestic bliss 
and felicity. If th is  case had been gone into, a 
calculation had been made, and i t  would have 
been proved th a t in  the twenty-three years of Mr 
O ’Shea’s m arried life he spent only 400 days in 
his own home. This was the happy home which 
I  am alleged to  have destroyed. I  am also 
accused of betraying a friend. Mr O’Shea was 
never my friend. Since I  first met him in Ennis, 
in  1880, he was always my enemy—my b itte r, 
relentless enemy. You may examine 
the pages of H ansard, and you will not 
find th a t I  ever on any occasion referred to  him

as my friend.* There is the fu rth e r charge 
against me th a t I  abused this man’s hospitality, 
bu t I  never partook a t  any tim e of Mr O’Shea’s 
hospitality, for I  never had bite or sup—i  
never had a glass of wine—a t his ex­
pense. I  will not dwell any more on th is  subject, 
except to  say th a t Of the two principal witnesses 
in  the case one was a drunkard and the other a 
thief. Now th a t I  have lifted  a corner of the 
curtain, I  will only ask you, gentlemen, to  keep 
your lips sealed, as mine are , on w hat you have 
heard un til th e  brief period of tim e will have 
elapsed to  which I  have referred , when I  can v in­
dicate myself, and when you will find th a t your 
tru s t in me has not been misplaced. I  had ra ther 
appear to  be dishonourable th an  be so. We will 
now proceed to  the election of the officers of the 
party , and to  th e  selection of the bills which are 
to  be introduced during th e  session, and which 
m ust be balloted for a t  th e  m eeting of the House 
to-morrow.f

* On one memorable occasion, a t  least, Mr 
P arnell referred  to  Captain O’Shea as his hon 
friend. On the 16th of May, 1882, Mr (now Sir 
John) Puleston  pu t a  question to  the Govern­
m ent in  reference to  th e  conditions on which Mr 
P arnell was released from  Kilmainham on May 
3rd previously. Mr P arnell read to  the House ». 
le tte r  w ritten  by him self to  Captain O’Shea, 
dated Kilmainham, A pril 28th, 1882, and m arkea 
“ P rivate  and Confidential.” This le tte r  pur­
ported to  be a  copy of the  le tte r  which was laid 
before th e  Cabinet. W hen M r Parnell had con­
cluded th e  reading of the le tte r Mr F orster, who 
had ju s t resigned th e  Chief Secretaryship for 
Ire land , rose and asked him w hether he had read 
th e  le tte r  in  i ts  en tire ty . Mr Parnell replied—

I  did not keep a copy of the  le tte r  in  question. 
M y hon friend  th e  member for Clare (Mr O’Shea,' 
has furnished me w ith a copy, and i t  may be pos­
sible th a t  one paragraph has been om itted, but, 
speaking fo r myself, I  have no objection to  the 
hon member, if he desires it, communicating the 
whole of the le tte r  as I  wrote i t  to the  House.

Captain O’Shea had not the le tte r  w ith him. 
bu t Mr F orster pu t a copy of the le tte r  into his 
hands. This copy contained.the following pas­
sage, which was om itted from the copy read by 
Mr Parnell to  the House—

The accomplishment of the programme I  have 
sketched out to  you may in my judgm ent be re ­
garded by the country as a practical settlem ent 
of the  land question,and would I  feel sure enable, 
us to  co-operate cordially for the  fu tu re  w ith the 
Liberal P a rty  in  forwarding L iberal principles, 
and I  believe th a t the Government a t the  end of 
the Session would, from the sta te  of the country, 
feel themselves thoroughly justified in  dispensing 
with fu tu re  coercive measures.

t  On the publication of th is speech the follow­
ing le tte r  appeared— f

TO T H E  E D IT O R  OF T H E  N A TIO N A L PR E SS.
Sir —I am sure th a t if Mr Donal Sullivan re­

publishes his report of the late M r P arnell’s 
secret speech in Committee Room No 15, he will 
see the propriety of noting my denial of every
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M R  P A R N E L L  ESCAPES.

A m azem ent an d  d ism ay fell on th e  P a r ty  
a f te r  th is  speech. S till some of onr 
com rades believed  th e re  was "  an o th e r side to  
th e  s to ry /’ and th a t  in  due tim e  i t  w ould 
be disclosed, w hen th e y  w ould lea rn  th a t  
th e ir  f a ith  w as no t m isplaced. In  o th e rs  a 
sickening  fee ling  was p roduced  th a t  M r P a r ­
n e ll’s views were, th a t  so long  as he  d id  no t 
offend th e  social code by  b reak in g  u p  a  happy 
home, b e tra y in g  a  frien d , o r com m ittin g  a 
breach of h o sp ita lity , h is  o u trag e  a g a in s t 
public m o ra lity  possessed in  fa c t some com­
pen sa tin g  ad v an tag es w hich w ould  enable 
him  to  h o ld  h is h ead  h ig h e r th a n  ever.

Of course, n e ith e r  in  th e  course of M r P a r ­
ne ll’s speech, no r d u rin g  th e  p ro longed  p ro ­
ceedings of th e  fo llow ing day  (W ednesday), 
nor a t  any  period u p  to  th e  issue  of h is  
m anifesto  on S a tu rd ay , w as th e re  d ire c tly  or 
in d ire c tly  th e  m ost shadow y re fe rence  to  a n ­
tic ip a te d  tre a c h e ry  on th e  p a r t  of M r G lad­
stone  o r th e  L ib e ra l p a rty , o r any  suggestion  
of difficulty, danger, or apprehension  ab o u t 
th e  te rm s of th e  Hom e R u le  B ill w hen M r 
G ladstone cam e in to  power.

I n  a  few m in u tes  a f te r  M r P a rn e ll’s speech 
th e  fo rm al business w as over. H e appeared  
anxious to  leave th e  room, a n d  a t  th is  m om ent 
M r C am pbell, who s a t  on h is  le ft, w hispered 
to  h im  as if b y  a rran g em en t, an d  he  h u rrie d ly  
le f t th e  m eeting .

A D IS S A T IS F IE D  PA RTY .

A fte r  th e  re-e lection  of M r J u s t in  M cCarthy 
as v ice-chairm an , and  of th e  sec re ta ries  and  
w hips of th e  p a r ty , an d  h a v in g  decided w hat 
b ills  shou ld  be in tro d u ced  d u rin g  th e  Session, 
th e  m ee tin g  broke up. T he d issa tisfied  an d  
discouraged  m em bers r e tire d  to  th e  various 
rooms an d  lobbies w here th e y  g a th e re d  in to  
l i t t le  g roups, an d  w ith  m uch in d ig n a tio n  d is­
cussed  M r P a rn e ll’s p rocedure . O nly one 
opinion p revailed . H is ta c tic s  w ere b it te r ly  
resen ted  ; b u t  th e  q u estion  w as—W h a t could 
be done ?

M r A r th u r  O’Connor, b rood ing  over th e

sta tem ent made in i t .—Your obedient ser­
vant,

W . H . 0  S h e a .
241 Rue Saint Honore, Paris,

28tli November, 1891.

consequences of th e  vo te  which h ad  ju s t  
been sna tched , com m enced to  canvass h is 
colleagues w ith  a  view to  a  fresh  assem bling 
of th e  P a r ty . H e im m ed ia te ly  drew  up  a 
fi ro u n d  robin ,” w hich  in  a  sh o rt tim e  was 
sig n ed  by 19 m em bers, a n d  w as in  course of 
c ircu la tio n  am o n g st th e  o th e r  m em bers of 
th e  P a r ty  now sc a tte re d  e ith e r  ab o u t th e  
H ouse o r to  th e ir  lodgings. T he sp ir i t  w hich 
pervaded  M r P a rn e ll’s henchm en, how ever, 
m ay be g a th e re d  from  th e  reference  m ade to  
th is  in c id en t by D r F itz g e ra ld  in  th e  Dublin  
Evening Herald  a  y ea r a fte rw ard s  (D ec 28, 
1891) :—“  A r th u r  O’C onnor th r u s t  th e  docu­
m e n t in to  m y h an d . I  h a n d ed  i t  back, and  
to ld  h im  I  w ould n o t s ig n  i t .”  T he position  
w as a  m ost delica te  one, b u t  betw een  e ig h t and  
n ine  o’clock th e  G ord ian  k n o t w as c u t w hen  n 
w hisper ra n  th ro u g h  th e  I r is h  benches th a t  
a  g rave  e v e n t h a d  occurred.
F IR S T  R U M O U R  OF M R . G LADSTONE'S L E T T E R .

M r G ladstone, i t  w as said, h a d  w ritte n  to  
M r Jo h n  M orley, annou n cin g  h is  re tirem en t, 
as a  consequence of M r P a rn e ll’s re-elec­
t io n ; an d  th is  m om entous d ec la ra tio n  h a d  
been  g iven  to  th e  P ress. M r P a rn e ll 
h im se lf seem ed to  be q u ite  aw are of w h a t 
w as im pend ing , an d  w as one of th e  firs t to  
speak of i t .  S itt in g  by M r S exton’s side in  
h is  u su a l p lace in  th e  H ouse, he  lan g u id ly  
rem arked , “ I  h e a r  th a t  G ladstone is  abou t to  
issue a  m anifesto ,” a n d  on M r Sexton’s 
s ta r t le d  in q u iry  as to  i t s  n a tu re  and  effect, 
he  w en t on to  ex p la in  th a t  G ladstone m erely  
w an ted  to  save h is  own position.

T h is ru m o u r sp read  like w ildfire th ro u g h  
th e  H ouse, and  th e  ex c item en t am ongst 
th e  I r i s h  m em bers w as indescribab le . 
W h ere  d id  th e  in fo rm ation  come from  ? W as 
M r P a rn e ll aw are before th e  m ee tin g  of such  
a  le t te r?  E ach  m an  assu red  h is  colleague 
th a t  if “ th e  c h ie f ” knew  of i ts  existence, 
or of su ch  an  in te n tio n  on M r G lad ­
stone’s p a r t , he  w ould n o t im peril th e  cause of 
I re la n d  by  accep tin g  th e  chairm ansh ip  o f th e  
P a r ty . T he Ir ish  m em bers in  th e  H ouse 
h astily  le f t  th e  cham ber, and  m u ste red  
in  th e  lobby. N o t one of th e m  h a d  seen 
th e  te x t  of th e  le t te r  a t  th is  tim e. A m ongst 
th e  f irs t to  h e a r  th e  m om entous new s was M r
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Jo h n  B arry , who w ith  M r W  J  L ane and  th re e  
o r fou r o th e r  colleagues d iscussed  th e  m a tte r  
in  th e  m em bers’ sm oking room. A ll ag reed  
th a t  th e  re-e lection  of M r P a rn e ll  w as due  to  
a  tra p  la id  fo r th e  P a r ty , a n d  th a t  so m eth ing  
rem edia l should  be done. T h e  f irs t s tep  ev i­
d e n tly  w as to  in te rv iew  M r P a rn e ll him self, 
a n d  th is  M r L ane u n d ertook  to  do fo rth w ith .

M R . p a r n e l l ’s  c i g a r .

M r P a rn e ll w as in  th e  low er sm oking 
room  s it t in g  in  a  co rner con ferring  w ith  h is 
sec re ta ry , M r Cam pbell, an d  w ith  M r T uohy, 
th e  London corresponden t of th e  Freeman’s 
Journal. H e was ev id en tly  in  h ig h  good 
hum our, a n d  appeared  to  enjoy h is  c igar. 
W a itin g  t i l l  M r Tuohy h a d  le ft, M r 
L ane approached, an d  w as received  g ra ­
ciously  w ith  some b a n te r in g  rem ark s as 
to  c e r ta in  local controversies th e n  rife . 
M r L ane rep lied  b y  b roach ing  th e  su b jec t of 
h is  e rra n d , say in g  th a t  he  cam e d ep u ted  by 
som e m em bers of th e  P a r ty  who h ad  h ea rd  of 
th e  G ladstone le tte r . “ T h e  C h ie f” a t  f irs t 
sim ply  pooh-poohed such  u nnecessary  fuss, 
a n d  u n d erto o k  to  assu re  h is follow ers th a t  
th e y  h a d  been  e n tire ly  m isinform ed as to  th e  
con ten ts  an d  effect of th e  L ib e ra l lead er’s 
le t te r .  M r L ane, however, in s is ted  t h a t  th e  
an x ie ty  of th e  p a r ty  w as n o t to  be a llayed  b y  
such  assu rances. “ W h a t do th e y  w ant, 
L an e?” sa id  M r P a rn e ll, in  h is  m ost non­
c h a la n t m anner, puffing h is  c igar. M r Lane 
rep lied  th a t  he  and  h is friends th o u g h t t h a t  a 
v e ry  g rave s itu a tio n  h ad  arisen , an d  th a t  th e  
P a r ty  o u g h t to  be ca lled  to g e th e r to  consider 
I t .  M r P a rn e ll rep lied , “ Now, L ane, I  w ill be 
very  fran k  w ith  you. I  w ill n o t ca ll th e  P a r ty  
to g e th e r ; I  w ill n o t discuss th is  m a tte r  w ith  
any  person whom soever, an d  I  w ill n o t recon­
sid er m y position .”  M r L ane p o in ted  o u t th a t  
th e  P a r ty  w as e n tit le d  to  be  co n su lted , and  
w ould  be  com pelled  to  a c t  them selves if  no 
o th e r  course w as le f t  to  them . M r P a rn e ll 
w as ad am an t, and  M r L ane le ft, b eg g in g  th a t  
a t  any  ra te  he  would see M r Sexton and  d is­
cuss m a tte rs  w ith  him , to  w hich M r P a rn e ll 
c u rtly  rep lied  th a t  if M r Sexton cam e to  h im  
he  would have  to  see him , b u t  t h a t  he  d id  no t 
w an t to  see h im , an d  th a t  h is m ind  was ir r e ­
vocably m ade up.

C O N FEREN CES AND R E B U FFS.

M r L ane re tu rn e d  dow n-hearted  to  h is  col­
leagues, who were aw a itin g  h im  in  th e  cor­
ridor, an d  who w ere th e re  jo ined  by M r J u s t in  
M cCarthy and  M r Sexton. A no th er ea rn es t 
discussion took place, an d  very  re lu c ta n tly  
M essrs M fC arth v  an d  Sexton agreed , a t  tk e  
u rg e n t req u es t of th e ir  com panions, to  ap ­
p roach  M r P a rn e ll an d  beg  h im  to  reconsider 
h is position . T h is  th e y  d id . T he in te rv iew  
was b rief, fo r in  a  few m in u tes  th ey  re tu rn e d  
w ith  th e  in fo rm ation  th a t  M r P a rn e ll h a d  n o t 
been  even  c iv il to  them , an d  th a t  in  fac t 
M r C am pbell h a d  ta k e n  th e  lead in g  p a r t  
In  th e  conversa tion  on h is  behalf. T he 
group  in  th e  co rrid o r grew  la rg e r, a n d  th e ir  
a n x ie ty  deepened a t  ev e iy  m om ent. W e th e n  
lea rn ed  from  M r M cCarthy fo r th e  firs t tim e  
of M r G ladstone’s com m unication  to  h im self 
an d  M r P a rn e ll, p rio r to  th e  m eeting , and  th o  
fee ling  grew  s tro n g e r t h a t  in  su p p ressing  so 
im p o rta n t a  com m unication  M r P a rn e ll  h ad  
ac ted  im properly , an d  th a t  th e  P a r ty  h ad  
been  tr ic k e d  in to  re -e lec tin g  h im . I t  
was fe lt d esirab le  to  p re v e n t if  possible th e  
pub lica tio n  of M r. G ladstone’s le t te r  pen d in g  
th e  sum m oning  of an o th e r m eeting  of th e  
P a r ty , an d  M r M*'Carthy w as despatched  to  
a sc e rta in  w h e th e r th e  le t te r  h a d  been  se n t to  
th e  press. H e quick ly  re tu rn e d  w ith  th e  in ­
fo rm ation  th a t  M r G ladstone  h a d  le f t  th e  
H ouse, and  th a t  th e  le t te r  w as in  th e  h an d s  of 
th e  new sm en.

T H E  PR O FE SSO R  STU A RT IN C ID E N T .

J u s t  th e n  P rofessor S tu a r t , M P , passe i, 
b u t  h e  knew  n o th in g  of th e  co n ten ts  of th e  
le t te r ,  th o u g h  a t  ou r req u es t to  h im , as a 
London ed ito r, he  undertook  to  g e t a  copy of i t  
from  th e  P ress  A ssociation , an d  if possib le to  
p rev en t i ts  pub lica tion . M eanw hile th e  group  
in  th e  co rrido r h a d  become so la rg e  th a t  
to  avoid observation  i t  was ag reed  to  
ad jo u rn  to  th e  W h ip s’ room . H ere  th e  
m a tte r  w as d iscussed  by  a  la rg e  body of 
m em bers, in c lu d in g  such  s tro n g  su p p o rte rs  
of M r P a rn e ll th e n  a n d  since as M essrs 
O’K elly , E d . H a rrin g to n , Leam y, Jo h n  O’Con­
nor, M ahony, D alton , F itzg e ra ld , an d  D r 
K enny. A fte r  some tim e  P rofessor S tu a r t  a r ­
r iv ed  w ith  a  copy of th e  le t te r  on P re ss  flim sies,
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w hich he read  to  th e  g a th e rin g , s ta tin g  th a t  
th e  le t te r  h ad  been te leg rap h ed  to  th e  new s­
papers, an d  th a t  i t  was im possible to  p re ­
v en t i ts  pub lica tion . T h is in c id en t was th e  
o rig in  of M r P a rn e ll’s subsequen t h a llu ­
c in a tio n  th a t  h is p a r ty  were conspiring 
a g a in s t h im  w ith  P rofessor S tu a rt.

M r . Gl a d s t o n e ’s  l e t t e r .

T he le t te r  w hich produced  a t  th e  tim e  so 
m uch sensa tion  and  has  since m ade “ E n g lish  
d ic ta tio n  ”  th e  P a rn e llite  w ar-cry  ru n s  as fol­
lows—

1 C arlton gardens, Nov. 24 ,189Q.
M y  d e a r  M o r l e y —Having arrived a t a cer­

ta in  conclusion with regard to  the  continuance a t 
the present moment of Mr P arnell’s leadership of 
th e  Irish  P arty , I  have seen M r M‘Carthy on my 
arriv a l in  town, and have inquired from him 
w hether I  was likely to  receive from Mr' Parnell 
him self any communication on the subject. Mr 
M ‘C arthy replied th a t he was unable to  give me any 
communication on the subject. I  mentioned to 
him  th a t in  1882, a fte r the terrib le  m urder in  the 
Phoenix Park , Mr Parnell, although to ta lly  re­
moved from any idea of responsibility, had spon­
taneously w ritten  to  me and offered to take  the 
C hiltern H undreds, an offer much to  his honour, 
b u t one which I  thought i t  my duty  to  decline.

While clinging to  the hope of a  communication 
from  M r P arnell to  whomsoever addressed, I 
thought i t  necessary, viewing th e  arrangem ents 
fo r the commencement of the  session to-morrow, 
to  acquaint Mr M‘C arthy with the conclusion a t 
which, a fte r using all the  means of observation 
and reflection in my power, I  had myself arrived.

I t  was th a t, notw ithstanding the splendid ser­
vices rendered by Mr Parnell to  his country, his 
continuance a t the present moment in th e  leader­
ship would be productive of consequences disas­
tro u s in  the  highest degree to  th e  cause of I re ­
land. I  th ink  I  may be w arranted in  asking you 
so fa r  to  explain the conclusion I  have given above 
as to  add th a t the continuance which I  speak of 
would not only place many hearty  and effeotivc 
friends of the Irish  cause in  a position of great 
em barrassm ent, bu t would render my reten tion  
of the  leadership of the L iberal P arty , based as it 
has been m ainly upon the prosecution of the  Irish  
cause, alm ost a nullity .

This explanation of my own view I  begged Mr 
McCarthy to  regard as confidential, and not in ­
tended for his oolleagues generally, if  he found 
th a t  M r P arnell contem plated spontaneous ac­
tion . B ut I  also begged th a t  he would make 
known to  the Irish  party  a t th e ir  meeting to ­
m orrow afternoon th a t such was my conclusion 
if  he should find th a t M r P arnell had not in  con­
tem plation any step of the natu re  indicated.

I  now w rite to  you in case M r McCarthy should 
be unable to  communicate w ith M r Parnell, as I 
understand  you may possibly have an opening to ­
morrow, through another channel. Snould you 
have such an opening I  would beg you to  make 
known to  Mr Parnell the conclusion itself, which 

} I  have sta ted  in the earlier part of th is  le tte r. I 
have thought i t  best to  pu t i t  in term s simple and 
d irec t, much as I  should have desired had i t  been 
w ithin my power to  alleviate the painful na tu re

of the situation. As respects the manner of con­
veying what my public duty has made it  an obli­
gation to say, I  rely entirely  on your good feel­
ing, tac t, and judgm ent.—Believe me, sincerely 
yours,

W. E. G l a d s t o n e .
Right Hon John Morley, M P.

CO N FEREN CE IN  T H E  W H IP ’S ROOM.

T he read in g  of th is  com m unication fe ll like  
a  th u n d e rb o lt  on th e  I r ish  m em bers. Voices 
loudly  asked  : D id  M r P a rn e ll receive th a t  
le t te r  before th e  m eeting  of th e  p a r ty  to -day  ? 
D id  he know of such  a  le t te r  b e in g  w ritte n  ? 
A fte r various in te rro g a to rie s  a n d  in te r ­
changes i t  becam e clear t h a t  M r P a rn e ll, 
before th e  m eeting  was held , was p laced  in 
fu ll  possession of M r G ladstone’s views by 
M r J u s t in  M cCarthy. M en like  M r M. J . 
K enny rem em bered  M r C am pbell’s words 
before th e  m ee tin g —

Morley is searching everywhere for Parnell 
with a le tte r  from Gladstone, bu t I  will take 
devilish good care he w ill not find the Chief, 
because I  will keep him out of the way.
In d ig n a tio n  filled  m en’s h e a r ts  as th ey
realised  th e  m alp rac tice  to  w hich th ey  had
been  su b jec ted . I t  was p la in  th a t  M r
G ladstone h ad  g iven th e  le t te r  to  th e  P ress
u n d e r th e  idea  t h a t  th e  I r is h  P a r ty  acted
a f te r  fu ll  in fo rm ation  of h is  view s, w hereas
th e y  h a d  been le f t  in  to ta l  ig n o ran ce  th a t
such  a  com m unication  h a d  been m ade.
A t th is  p o in t M r Sexton, who h ad  been
engaged  looking  a f te r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  of th e
Bills, cam e in , a n d  w as in form ed of th e
fee lin g  of th e  m em bers p resen t, th a t
im m edia te  an d  defin ite  ac tion  should  be taken .
M r Sexton sugg ested  th a t ,  if  such  was th e
un an im o u s feeling , th e  p roper s tep  w ould be
to  d raw  u p  an d  sign  a req u is itio n  to  th e
secre taries, ca lling  on th e m  to  sum m on a
m ee tin g  of th e  p a rty .

T H E  F A T E F U L  R E Q U IS IT IO N .

T h is  course was w arm ly  approved  by th e  
m eeting , an d  th e  follow ing req u is itio n  was 
th e n  an d  th e re  d ra fte d  by M r F ly n n , and  
w ith in  an  h o u r i t  received  th e  31 s ig n a tu re s  
given below, th e  nam es of th e  tw o P a rn e llito  
sig n a to ries  be ing  ita lic ised  :—

To the Hon Secs of the Irish Parliam entary 
P arty—W e, the following members of the Irish 
Parliam entary  P arty , desire a meeting of our 
P arty  to  be summoned for 2 o’clock, p m, on the 
26th of November, 1890. a t the House of
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Commons, and we beg the Hon. Socs. to  take  the 
necessary steps to  insure a fu ll attendance of the 
party ,

Signed—Ju stin  McCarthy, Thomas Sexton, B C 
Molloy, A Commins, M M‘C artan , M J  
Kenny. J  C Flynn, J  J  Dalton, E V Knox, 
John E arry , David Sheehy, W M Murphy, 
Fierce M ahony, J H  McCarthy. John Deasy, 
P e te r M‘Donald, Daniel Crilly, W J  
Reynolds, John Roche, J  F  X O’Brien, Jerh  
Jordan , Thomas H G Esmonde, W J  Lane, 
John Stack, J  D Sheehan, J  F  Fox, Denis 
K ilbride, P  J  O’Brien, M aurice Healy, C K 
D Tanner, Thomas J  Condon.

Two of th e  secre ta ries , M essrs A r th u r  
O’C onnor an d  D onal S u llivan , d id  n o t th in k  i t  
p roper to  sign  a  docum ent add ressed  to  th e m ­
selves, a lth o u g h  fu lly  app rov ing  it .  M r 
O’C onnor u n d e rto o k  to  convey th e  requ isition  
im m ed ia te ly  to  M r P a rn e ll, b u t  found  th a t  he 
h ad  le f t  th e  H ouse, th o u g h  he, of course, well 
knew  w h at w as afoot. T he th i r d  secre tary , 
M r C am pbell, w as n o t p re se n t a t  th e  s ig n in g  
of th e  req u is itio n  a lth o u g h  in  th e  H ouse. He 
was asked  to  com m unicate  i ts  c o n ten ts  to  M r 
P a rn e ll, an d  if possible to  in su re  h is  p re ­
sence a t  the* m eeting .

LO RD  SA LISB U R Y  AND T H E  F IR E  ESC A PE.

W ith  such  ev en ts  to  occupy th e ir  
m inds, i t  need  h a rd ly  be sa id  th a t  
th e  o rd in a ry  business of th e  H ouse a t­
tra c te d  l i t t le  of th e  a tte n tio n  of I r is h  m em ­
bers, or, indeed , of any  o th e r section. 
T he T ory  m em bers d id  n o t conceal th e ir  glee, 
an d  ta lk e d  of an  im m edia te  d issolution. L ord  
S a lisbu ry ’s m ot abou t th e  "  fire escape” in  h is  
speech in  th e  H ouse of L ords on th e  
A ddress show ed how th e  reve la tions 
of th e  D ivorce C ourt w ere to  be used 
ag a in s t th e  I r is h  cause. T he L ib era ls  wert, 
.^rave an d  silen t. I n  th e  m idd le  of th e  d is­
cussion in  th e  W hips room  cam e th e  news 
th a t  th e  deb a te  on th e  Q ueen’s Speech had 
a lready  come to  an  end, an d  fo r th e  f irs t tim e 
since th e  I r is h  P a r ty  w as form ed, th e  A ddress 
was ag reed  to  w ith o u t a division a f te r  a  few 
hours ta lk . T h is  was a  p re t ty  b eg in n in g  for 
a  session w hich, M r P a rn e ll said, was to  be 
“ one of com bat from  firs t to  la s t  ! ”

R EC O N SID E R A T IO N  IN  ROOM 15.
N ex t day  th e  I r is h  m em bers in  London (64 

in  a ll) assem bled a t  2 p.m . in  Room 15. F o r 
some tim e p rev iously  th e  Lobby h ad  been fu ll 
of excited  groups d iscussing  th e  probable

course of events, an d  a lread y  a canvass re ­
vealed  th e  fa c t th a t  a  considerable m a jo rity  
of th e  P a r ty  was p rep ared  to  vote for M r P a r ­
n e ll’s re tirem en t. T he lead er h im se lf d  d no t 
come down to  th e  H ouse t i l l  a  sh o rt tim e 
before th e  tim e  fixed fo r th e  m e e t­
ing . O nly  a  few  m in u tes  beforehand  
M r A r th u r  O’C onnor w as ab le  to  fu rn ish  
h im  w ith  a  copy of th e  requ is itio n . He 
found  h im  in  th e  sm oking-room , h av in g  ev i­
d e n tly  been  ap p rised  of th e  fe rm en t in  th e  
p a r ty  by  M r H en ry  C am pbell.

“  T H ESE  YOUNG M E N .”

On b e in g  h a n d ed  th e  docum ent M r P a rn e ll 
looked a t  i t ,  and , ta k in g  h is  c ig a r o u t of his 
m outh , he  sa id— “I ’l l  te ach  these  young m en 
th a t  th e y  can ’t  c a ll m eetings in  th is  w ay. I  don’t  
in te n d  to  allow  m yself to  be d ic ta ted  to  by  a 
p arce l of boys. T e ll th e m  I  decline to  a tte n d  
th e ir  m ee ting .” “ V ery  w ell,” said  M r 
O’Connor, "  I  w ill convey y o u r m essage to  th e  
p a r ty , b u t  I  m ay  te l l  you, M r P a rn e ll, t h a t  
w ith  you  o r w ith o u t you  th e  m ee tin g  w ill go 
on.” M r O’C onnor th e n  le f t  th e  sm oking- 
room  to  proceed u p s ta irs , b u t, b e in g  d e ta ined  
fo r an  in s ta n t  on h is  way, he  d id  n o t go 
s t r a ig h t  to  th e  m eeting , an d  w h a t was his 
as to n ish m en t, on reach in g  Room 15, to  find 
M r P a rn e ll th e re  before h im , sea ted  in  th e  
cha ir. M r P a rn e ll h a d  re -adv ised  him self. 
H e saw th a t  a  gam e fo r h ig h  stakes 
w as ab o u t to  begin .

T H E  DRAM A O PEN S.

T he m ee tin g  was p riv a te . As M r P a rn e ll 
e n te red  he  m u tte re d  betw een  h is  te e th  to  a 
g roup  n ea r th e  door th a t  i t  w as u se less for 
th e m  to  h o ld  an y  m eeting , th a t  he re fu sed  to  
reconsider h is  position , a n d  d id  n o t care  w h at 
th e  P a r ty  did. A fte r  he took  th e  cha ir, th e  
f irs t word spoken cam e from  th e  ch a irm an  
h im self. A ffecting  b lan k  ignorance of 
a ll th a t  h a d  passed, he  asked  in  h a u g h ty  tones 
w hat th e  m ee tin g  h ad  been . called  for. He 
answ ered  h is  own question  however, im m e­
d ia te ly  a fte rw ard s  by observ ing , w ith  a s in ­
g u la r  sm ile, “ W ell, of course, we a ll know th e  
reason w hy th is  m eetin g  has  been convened.” 
B u t as a  m a tte r  of order, and  a t  M r P a rn e ll’s 
request, M r A rth u r  O’C onnor read  ou t 
th e  requ is itio n , w ith  th e  nam es a ttach ed
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M r E d w ard  H a rrin g to n  an d  M r Jo h n  
O’Connor rose to  order, an d  asked w as th e  
m ee tin g  in  order. M r P arn e ll, w ith  g re a t 
d ig n ity , ru led  th a t  on a  req u is itio n  so 
in fluen tia lly  s igned  i t  w as th e  d u ty  of 
th e  secre ta ries to  convene th e  m eeting. 
H e th e n  asked w h a t ac tio n  w as in ten d ed  
to  be ta k e n  upon  i t —w ould any  reso lu tio n  be 
proposed.

“ T H E  L E A D E R -K IL L E R .”

A m idst dead  silence M r Jo h n  B a rry  th en  
rose, and  com m enced b y  ad d resssin g  M r 
P a rn e ll  in  a  tone  w hich in d ica ted  an  
in te n tio n  of m ak ing  a  fr ie n d ly  appeal to  him . 
M r B arry  h ad  ta k e n  a  lead in g  p a r t  th e  p re ­
vious n ig h t  in  p ro m o tin g  th e  requ isi- j 
tio n  to  reconvene th e  P a r ty , an d  now 
before h e  h a d  u t te re d  m ore th a n  a  dozen 
w ords h e  was p u lled  up  sh a rp ly  by  th e  c h a ir ­
m an, who in fo rm ed  h im  th a t  he  w as n o t in  
o rder and  could n o t be h eard , as th e re  w as no 
m otion before th e  m eeting . T h en , sa id  M r 
B a rry , I  w ill m ove—

T hat a fu ll meeting of th e  party  be held on 
Friday to  give Mr P arnell an opportunity of re- 
considering his position.
M r P a rn e ll, on h e a rin g  th is , exclaim ed, w ith ­
o u t r is in g  from  h is  sea t, “  M y m in d  is m ade 
up. I  am  q u ite  p rep a red  even now  if  you 
choose to  proceed .” T hese w ords w ere u t te re d  
in  th e  cold, s tee l-lik e  tones u su a lly  adop ted  
by  h im  w hen  la b o u rin g  u n d e r  fierce b u t  sup ­
pressed  ex eitem en t. M r B a rry ’s speech, was 
b rie f, an d  th o u g h  n e ith e r  h a rsh  o r u n ­
k ind , was com plete in  i ts  d irec tn ess  
a n d  force. I t  ra n g  th ro u g h  th e  room. 
T h ir te e n  years before M r B a rry  m oved 
th e  deposition  of Isaac  B u tt  to  rep lace  h im  as 
P re s id e n t of th e  Hom e R u le  C onfederation  of 
G rea t B r ita in  by th e  m an  whom  he w as ad­
d ressin g  in  th e  ch a ir  ; th is  fa c t b e in g  th e  
ex p lan a tio n  of M r P a rn e ll 's  su b seq u en t r e ­
ference  to  th e  “ L ead er-k ille r.” D r  Com m ins, 
eq u a lly  g rave  an d  b rie f, seconded th e  reso­
lu tio n , as by  a  s tra n g e  coincidence he 
h ad  seconded M r B arry ’s m otion fo r M r 
B u t t ’s deposition  a t  L iverpool in  1877. M r 
P arn e ll, w ith  h is face h a rd  se t a n d  in  a  
th re a te n in g  voice, rep lied  t h a t  he  could  n o t 
a n d  w ould n o t reconsider h is  position  in  view

of th e  fa c t th a t  he  was unan im ously  elected  
by  th e  p a r ty  th e  day  before. I t  was useless 
to  ask  h im . TJpon th e  P a r ty , sa id  he  in  tones 
m ore m enacing , should  re s t  th e  responsib ility  
to -day  by  i ts  vote.

M R . s e x t o n ' s  G EN ER O U S PR O PO SA L.

M r S exton  fee ling ly  appealed  to  h im ,
in  th e  in te re s t  of I re la n d  an d  th e  a lte re d  
s itu a tio n  caused by  M r G-ladstone’s le t te r ,  
as  in d ic a tin g  th e  conviction  th a t  th e  
Hom e R u le  can d id a tes  w ould  be de­
fea ted  a t  th e  G enera l E lec tion , an d  thf>
cause of I r is h  S elf-G overnm ent in d efin ite ly  
postponed, to  reconsider h is  p o sitio n  as
ch a irm an  of th e  p a r ty , a n d  to  re tire  te m ­
po ra rily . Some concession to  pub lic  opinion,

, he u rg ed , w as due, a n d  h e  su g g ested  th a t  on 
! re tir in g  th e  P a r ty  w ould ag ree  to  leave  th e  
■ ch a irm an sh ip  v a c a n t an d  h av e  i ts  affa irs 

m anaged  b y  a  com m ittee  ef m em bers to  b e  
n o m in a ted  b y  M r P a rn e ll h im self, u n t i l  
th e y  ''ou ld  safely  reca ll him .

V A IN  A PPE A L S.

No response cam e, and  th e n  M r J u s t in  
MfC a rth y  rose a t  th e  r ig h t  h a n d  of th e  c h a ir­
m an  an d  d e liv ered  p ro b ab ly  one of th e  b e s t 
speeches h e  ev e r m ade, a p tly  c itin g  G ra tta n ’s 

I w ords, “ No m an  can  afford to  be  generous w ith  
I h is  honour ; no w om an w ith  h e r  v ir tu e  ; no  

n a tio n  w ith  i ts  l ib e r ty .” M essrs L ane, W ebb, 
Sheehy, D ickson, an d  A r th u r  O’C onnor sup- 
p o rted  th is  appeal. U p to  th is  m om ent n o t a  

! voice h a d  been  ra ised  in  support of M r P a rn e ll.
T he to n e  of a l l  th e  speakers was sy m p a th e tic  

I an d  appealing . U n d o u b ted ly  th e  alm ost 
I u n iv e rsa l opinion was t h a t  h e  w ould give way. 

A fte r  some discussion, w ith  p rofound a s tu te ­
ness d isce rn in g  th e  ten d e rn ess  of h is  p a r ty  
M r P a rn e ll  tem porized , say ing , w ith  one of 
h is  b la n d e s t sm iles, "  I  th in k , gen tlem en , th a t  
we h a d  now b e tte r  ad jo u rn  fo r luncheon .”- 
D u rin g  th a t  in te rv a l h e  h e ld  a  conference 
w ith  M essrs R ich ard  Pow er, Leam y, Jo h n  
O’Connor, D r  K enny, an d  Colonel N olan. On 
re-assem bling  th e  re su lt  of th is  caucus was 
soon m ade ev id en t.

D ILA T O R Y  TACTICS BEGUN.

Colonel N olan f irs t gave to ngue  in  favour 
of M r P a rn e ll’s re ta in in g  h is position , an d  h e  
was follow ed by  D r K enny  an d  M essrs L eam y,
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B lane, Conway, an d  Jo h n  O’Connor, a ll of 
whom in s is ted  th a t  M r P a rn e ll should  n o t re ­
tire . T he discussion becam e hea ted , an d  u l t i ­
m ately , M r R ich ard  Pow er m oved and  
M r Clancy seconded an  am en d m en t—" T h a t  
th is  m eeting  be ad jo u rn ed  u n t i l  noon on 
M o n d ay /’ T h ere  was ra th e r  a  pro longed 
debate  over th is , b u t  as m any  m em ­
bers of th e  P a r ty  were ab sen t, an d  th e  
question  of th e  lead ersh ip  w as obviously  one 
n o t to  be ru shed , th e  m otion fo r a d jo u rn m en t 
was finally  ag reed  to .

J u s t  as th e  m eeting  was sep a ra tin g  i t  w as 
proposed an d  carried , th a t  a  cab legram  be se n t 
to  M r G ill, M P , in  A m erica, fo r th e  in fo rm a­
tion  of th e  delegates (M essrs W  O’B rien , 
D illon, T  D S u llivan , T  P  O’C onnor, an d  T 
H arrin g to n ), on th e  s itu a tio n  a t  home.

A SEL F-PO SSE SSE D  C H A IR M A N .

M r P a rn e ll d u rin g  th e  delivery  of th e  p e r­
sonal appeals to  h im  a t  th e  e a rlie r  s tag e  of 
th e  m ee tin g  sa t  fo r th e  m ost p a r t  w ith  hi? 
head  re s tin g  on h is  le f t  hand , as if w ra p t in  
th o u g h t. H e took a  n o te  occasionally  on th e  
paper ly in g  before him , an d  a t  tim es fixed hid 
oyes on th e  speaker as if a  new  th o u g h t had  
s tru c k  him . W heD, a f te r  luncheon , speeches 
were delivered  in  fav o u r of h is re te n tio n  of 
th e  ch a ir , he  s t i l l  m a in ta in ed  h is th o u g h tfu l 
it t i  t u  de. H e h a d  h im self well u n d e r con­

tro l. H is self-possession was rem arkable. 
W hen  th e  m ee tin g  ad jo u rn ed , on going down 
s ta irs  to  th e  lib ra ry  he c a u g h t s ig h t from  one 
of th e  lan d in g s  of th e  clock in  th e  Tower, and  
took o u t h is w atch  to  com pare th e  tim e. H e 
th e n  proceeded to  th«$ p o st office in  th e  lobby, 
looking as in  n o th in g  h a d  occurred .

SEN D IN G  OUT T H E  F IE R Y  CROSS.

T he ad jo u rn m en t from  W ednesday  to  M on­
day gave M r P a rn e ll’s follow ers a  tre m e n ­
dous ad v an tag e , w hich th ey  qu ick ly  seized on. 
I t  was p lanned  w hen M r P a rn e ll found  th e  m a­
jo r ity  a g a in s t him , to  secure delay  
to  r ig  th e  co u n try  a g a in s t th e  opposing 
m em bers.

T h a t evening  th e  fiery cross was s e n t o u t by 
th e  P a rn e llite s . D r K enny  w en t off to  Ire lan d  
in s ta n te r  and  rem ained  in  D u b lin  u n ti l  th e  fo l­
low ing Sunday . D u rin g  th a t  perio d  th e  
clerks in  th e  N a tio n a l L eague  office se t th e

w ires in  m otion, an d  tr ie d  to  d rum  the- 
coun try  in to  im m ed ia te  action . T he N a tio n a l 
L eague  of G-reat B rita in  was s im ila rly  m an ip u ­
la ted , w hile th e  m a jo rity , re ly in g  on a  good 
cause, and  a  good conscience, re fused  to  tak e  
any  step  to  secure expressions of opinion 
favourab le  to  th e ir  views. B efore S a tu rd ay  
n ig h t  M r P a rn e ll h a d  cap tu red  scores of th e  
b ranches of th e  N a tio n a l L eague  a n d  choked 
off any  h o stile  m an ifesta tio n s, w h ile  h is  
opponents s a t w ith  th e ir  a rm s folded 
dec lin ing  to  coun tenance  any  w ork ing  
up  ”  of th e ir  coun trym en , o r to  sanc­
tio n  an y  m anœ uvres of a  d isc red itab le  k ind .

T h e ir  d e te rm in a tio n  w as if  M r P a rn e ll suc­
ceeded, to  re s ig n  th e ir  sea ts , a n d  free  th e m ­
selves of a ll  responsib ility .

W O R K IN G  “  T H E  R O PES AND P U L L E Y S .”

T he P a rn e llite s , on th e  o th e r h an d , w ere 
u n ceasin g ly  ac tive . A system  of ly in g  
as to  th e  m otives of th e  th e  m a jo rity  
was com m enced ; p e rso n a l a n d  p riv a te  
appeals to  th e  officials of th e  b ranches 
w ere m ade to  rem em ber th e  p a s t serv ices of 
tfth e  chief,” an d  w here appeals fa iled , re ­
course was h ad  to  o th e r  m eans. P rom  
each b ran ch  w as dem anded  an  im m e­
d ia te  vo te  of confidence in  M r P a rn e ll  as 
th e  I r is h  le ad er fo r M onday’s m eetin g  of 
th e  p a r ty , a n d  m isled  by  se n tim e n t or 
ign o ran ce  of th e  s itu a tio n , too o ften  th e  
tr ic k  succeeded. Some of th e  b ranches, b o th  
in  E n g la n d  a n d  Ire lan d , re fused  to  be  ca jo led  
o r w ire-pu lled . M essages a rr iv e d  a t  th e  
H ouse, a d d re sse d  to  th e  sec re ta rie s  of th e  
p a r ty , annou n cin g  th e  p re ssu re  t h a t  was 
b e in g  p u t  on th e  officers of th e  L eague, 
an d  th a t  th e  in te rv a l of delay  w as b e in g  
grossly  abused  fo r th e  purpose of s t a r t ­
ing  a  p e rso n a l cam paign . On T h u rsd ay , an  
in fo rm aj g a th e r in g  of some m em bers of th e  
p a r ty  was held  in  th e  C onference Boom an d  
such  a tte m p ts  to  fo re s ta l th e  ju d g m e n t of 
th e  p a r ty  was condem ned, w hile  those  
p re sen t on b o th  sides ag reed  to  ad ­
dress no m eeting  before M onday. W ire ­
pu llin g , how ever, was fev e rish ly  proceeding, 
an d  n e x t day  i t  was fe lt  th a t  some fo rm al step  
was necessary  to  in su re  th a t ,  in  M r W illiam  
O’B rien ’s expressive ph rase , “ th e  repre-
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sen ta tiv es  of th e  I r is h  people should  n o t bo 
bu llied .”

T R U C E P E N D IN G  T H E  VOTE OF T H E  PARTY 

PRO PO SED .

On F rid ay , ‘ th erefo re , th e  follow ing 
req u is itio n , w hich was draw n up  by  M r T  M 
H ealy  (who had  ju s t  a rriv ed  from  D ublin) 
was s igned  by  th ir ty -n in e  of th e  Ir ish  
m em bers, and  p re sen ted  to  th e  hon secre­
ta r ie s  :—

W e request th a t you will th is day (the 28th of 
November, 1890). convene the P arty  a t 6 p m, or 
such other hour as you may appoint to  consider 
th e  following- resolution to  be proposed and 
seconded by one of the  signatories hereto, viz :—

“  T hat any member of this party , who by 
speech or public declaration attem pts to influence 
or overawe the deliberations of the P a rty  pen­
ding its adjourned m eeting on Monday next, acts 
in  breach of the understanding as to  the  special 
purpose for which the adjournm ent was taker 
(viz, to  afford an opportunity for communication 
w ith absent colleagues), and we hereby declare 
th a t  the provocation of public controversy by 
members of th is  P arty , pledged to  ac t and vote 
w ith the m ajority, w ith reference to  the subject 
o f the adjourned meeting, is against good policy, 
and to be condemned accordingly.”

Ju s tin  M‘Carthy, David Sheehy, T M Healy. 
W  J  Reynolds, Ju s tin  H  M 'C arthy, B  
Harrison. M J  Kenny, T.T Condon, J J  Dalton* 
Thomas Sexton, F  A O’Keeffe, M M‘Cartan. 
John Stack, J  Jordan, J  C Flynn, M auricf 
H ealy, John Deasy, J  D Sheehan. J  F  Fox.
J  Tuite, P  J  O’Brien, W  J  Lane, A Webb, W 
M Murphy, W  âbraham , J  Morrogh, A 
Commins, Thomas Quinn, J  R  Cox, P 
M ‘Donald, T A Dickson,. Wm. Redmond. E V 
Knox, Chas R  Tanner, L  P  H ayden , í)enis 
K ilbride, Dan Crilly, J  F  X 0*Brien, and ! 
John  Finnucane.

T he fou r nam es in  ita lic s  are  th o se  who 
a f te rw a rd s  re fu sed  to  ab ide  th e  vo te  of th e  
m a jo rity .

M R . P A R N E L L  STATS AW AY.

T h e  m ee tin g  th u s  convened was h e ld  in  
Room  15 on F rid a y  n ig h t, b u t  M r P a rn e ll 
•did n o t a tte n d . M r J u s t in  M 'C artk y  took 
th e  chair. M r A r th u r  O’Connor, as th e  senior 
se c re ta ry  of th e  p a rty , read  th e  req u is i­
tio n . Colonel N olan im m ed ia te ly  rose, 
a n d  p ro tested  a g a in s t any  m eetin g  being  
h e ld  u n ti l  th e  ad jo u rn ed  one on M onday, 
especia lly  in  M r P a rn e ll’s absence. M r T  M 
H ealy  said  h© th o u g h t th ey  o u g h t to  ad jo u rn  
u n til  a  la te r  h o u r if  th ey  cou ld  be assu red  of 
M r P a rn e ll’s presence th e n . H e understood  
efforts h a d  been m ade to  inform  M r P a rn e ll 
o f  th a t  m eeting , b u t, u n fo rtu n a te ly , he could 
n o t be found. T h is  was so. P ersonal

in q u irie s  w ere m ade fo r M r P a rn e ll a t  
th e  E uaton , C haring  Cross, an d  W estm in ste r 
Palace H otels, b u t  he was n o t s ta y in g  in  any 
of them . H e h a d  disappeared.

, M R . JO H N  REDM O ND H ER A LD S T H E  M A N IFESTO .

M r Jo h n  R edm ond, wh.o, like  M r H ealy, 
a tte n d e d  th a t  even ing  fo r th e  firs t tim e  any 
of th e  conferences of th e  p a r ty  on th e  sub ­
je c t of th e  leadersh ip , h e re  in fo rm ed  th e  
m ee tin g  th a t  i t  was M r P a rn e ll’s in te n tio n  to  
issue a m anifesto  n ex t day  to  th e  I r is h  race, 
and  th a t  such  a  reso lu tio n  w ould seem to 
seek to  p rev en t h im . As th e  lead er of th e  
Irish  race M r R edm ond la id  down th a t  M r 
P a rn e ll was e n title d  to  appeal to  th e  
people. M r Leam y opposed th e  reso lu tion  
a lto g e th e r, a n d  a f te r  some" discussion th e  
m eeting  ad jo u rn ed  u n t i l  9 p m , w ith  a  view 
of secu rin g  M r P a rn e ll’s a tten d an ce . The 
H ouse, how ever, w as co u n ted  o u t a t  8 p m , 
w hen m any  of th e  I r is h  m em bers w en t away, 
b u t  ab o u t a  score or so rem ained , and  came 
to g e th e r in  one of th e  in n e r room s of th e  
lib ra ry , as a ll th e  l ig h ts  were o u t elsew here ; 
b u t  of course M r P a rn e ll d id  n o t 
a rriv e , an d  as M essrs L eam y an d  R ed­
m ond show ed them selves d e te rm in ed  to  
o b stru c t, a n d  th e  h o u r a n d  p lace w ere m ost 
inconven ien t, an d  th e  a tte n d a n c e  sm all, th e  
m eetin g  a t  10 o’clock broke u p  w ith o u t any  
a tte m p t to  force m a tte rs  to  a  conclusion. 
Colonel N olan an d  h is  frien d s were in  g re a t 
glee over th e  fa ilu re  of th e  m eeting , and  th ey  
d id  n o t conceal th e ir  sa tisfac tion . T he ad v an ­
ta g e  was, indeed, a ll  in  th e ir  favour.

P R E P A R IN G  T H E  M A N IFE STO .

N ex t m orning , S a tu rd ay , M r P a rn e ll’s m a n i­
festo  appeared . H e f irs t in ten d ed  to  give i t  to  
th e  P ress  on T h u rsd ay  n ig h t, b u t  M r Ju s tin  
M cCarthy, on be ing  to ld  i ts  p u rp o rt, re s tra in ed  
h im ,an d  begged  he w ould tak e  no such  foolish 
step . “  By show ing,” he  said , “  m ere ly  a 
corner of m y card  I  w ill blow th e  L ib e ra l P a r ty  
to  a tom s.” H e to ld  M r M cCarthy th a t  h e  in ­
ten d ed  to  denounce in  i t  by  nam e tw o m em ­
bers of th e  p a rty , M r Sexton a n d  M r Jo h n  
B arry, as h is  life lo n g  enem ies an d  as m en 
who h a d  been  alw ays in tr ig u in g  a g a in s t him ! 
D ism ayed by  th is  e x trao rd in a ry  s ta te  of 
m ind—am o u n tin g  a lm o st to  h a llu c in a tio n —
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M r M‘C arth y  im plored  h im  a t  a ll  even ts to  
m ake no personal a llusion, p o in tin g  o u t th e  
g ro tesque a b su rd ity  of th e  charge  ag a in st 
two such colleagues, a n d  a t  le n g th  M r 
P a rn e ll ag reed  to  s trik e  o u t th e ir  name^ 
and  to  delay th e  m anifesto  a  day. H e also 
au th o rised  M r M ‘C a rth y  to  advise M r G lad­
stone  of th e  charges to  be levelled  a g a in s t him  
in  th e  manifest»". On F rid ay  M r M cCarthy, 
by req u est, rep a ired  to  D r F itz g e ra ld ’s 
house, and  th e re  found  M r P a rn e ll, 
rev is in g  th e  h is to ric  docum ent. I t  was 
read  o u t fo r h is  edification, a n d  ag a in  M r 
M‘C a rth y  im plored  th a t  no such  m anifesto  
should  be allow ed to  go fo rth . He w arned  
M r P a rn e ll  severa l tim es of th e  con­
sequences, b u t  found  h im  o b d u ra te  a n d  d is­
t ru s tfu l .  T h e  fina l p a rag rap h s  h a d  n o t a t  
th is  tim e  been  added, an d  h is  a ss is tan ts , 
th in k in g  i t  ended  ra th e r  ba ld ly , requested  
th e ir  le ad er to  ro u n d  i t  off w ith  a  few heroic 
sentences. “ Oh, I  can do no m ore,” w as th e  
rep ly  ; “ fin ish  i t  as you  like .”  A nd so M essrs 
O’K elly  an d  R edm ond fin ished  it.

M r M‘C arth y  le f t  a f te r  h e a r in g  th e  m an i­
festo  read , h is  la s t  w ords b e in g  “ M ind, P a r ­
nell, if  you  sen d  th a t  ou t, we can  never follow 
you ag a in —n ev er.” M r P a rn e ll on ly  sm iled.

P A R N E L L IT E  H IS T O R Y  OF T H E  M A N IFESTO .

D r F itzg e ra ld , M P , on Dec 28th , 1891, gave 
th e  fo llow ing accoun t of th e  p rep a ra tio n  of 
th-j m an ifesto  in  th e  Dublin Evening H erald :—

I was a member of the .National L iberal Club, 
and on the morning of Nov 28 was speaking in 
th a t club to  a member of the Irish  P arty . At 
th a t moment I  heard Mr Parnell in the hall. He 
and I  went together to my house, 31 Eccleston 
street, C hester square, where he afterw ards 
wrote the manifesto. The door was locked upon 
him while he wrote. He remained alone in  the 
room. He did not commence to  w rite the m ani­
festo un til twelve o’clock in the day, and i t  wa? 
given to  the Press twelve hours la ter. Mr Parnell 
entered on his task  in the coolest possible man­
ner, w ithout the least flurry. He came to  
luncheon and dined in the evening with Mr Henry 
Campbell and myself, and conversed in his usual 
calm way about the nature  of the  statem ent he 
was preparing. In  the evening I  brought to  the 
house M r John Redmond and Mr W illiam  Red­
mond, Mr Leamv and Mr O’Kelly ; and la t* r on 
Mr Henry Campbell returned. I  suggested th a t 
Mr Ju s tin  McCarthy ought to  be made aware of 
the contents of the m anifesto before its issue to 
th e  Press. M r Parnell consented, and Mr Wm 
Redmond went to  the house of Mr McCarthy, who 
very kindly came. Some of the Freeman reporters 
were waiting1 in a lower room. The original MS.

which was never parted  with, and is now in my 
possession, was read to  th e  Freeman reporter, 
who took it  down in shorthand. He was called 
up, and read the manifesto from his notes to  th e  
gathering, which, a t th a t tim e, included Mr 
M 'Carthy. W hen the document had bee» read» 
Mr M‘C arthy said—“ I  have seen M r Gladstone, 
and I  maj* say he will contrad ict every word 
stated  there about the Haw arden in terview .” 
Mr P arnell merely replied in  the quietest pos­
sible manner, “ Let him produce the memoran­
dum .”

T H E  M A N IFE STO .

N ex t m orn ing  (S a tu rd ay , N ovem ber 29),. 
th e  co u n try  was con fron ted  w ith  th e  follow ­
in g  :

TO TH E IR IS H  PEO PLE.
The in tegrity  and independence of section of 

the Irish  Parliam entary  P arty  having been ap­
parently  sapped and destroyed by th e  wire-pullers 
of the Liberal P a rty , i t  has become necessary for 
me, as the Leader of the Irish  nation, to  take  
counsel w ith you, and having given you the know 
ledge which is w ithin my possession, to  ask your 
judgm ent upon a m atter which now solely dovolves 
upon you to  decide.

The le tte r  of M r Gladstone to  Mr M orley, w rit­
ten  for the  purpose of influencing the decision of 
the Irish  P a rty  in the ehoice of th e ir  leader, and 
claiming for the L iberal Party  and th e ir  leaders 
th e  rig h t of veto upon th a t  choice, i» th e  imme­
diate cause of th is  address to  you, to  rem ind you 
and your P arliam entary  representatives th a t I re ­
land considers the independence of her party  as 
her only safeguard w ithin th e  C onstitution, and 
above and beyond all o ther considerations w hat­
ever. The th re a t  in  th a t le tte r , repeated so inso­
len tly  on many English platform s and in numerous 
B ritish  newspapers, th a t unless Ireland concedes 
her rig h t of veto to  England she will indefinitely 
postpone her chances of obtaining Home Rule, 
compels me, while not for one moment adm itting  
the slightest probability of such loss, to  pu t be­
fore you inform ation which, u n til now. so far as 
my colleagues are concerned, has been solely in 
ray possession, and which will enable you to  un­
derstand the m easure of the  loss w ith which you 
are th reatened , unless you consent to  throw  me 
to the English wolves now howling for my de­
struction.
.In  November of la s t year, in response to  a re- 

^ k te d  and long-standing request, I  v isited  Mr 
G ladstone a t Hawarden, and received details of 
the intended proposals of himself and his col­
leagues of the late L iberal Cabinet w ith regard  
to Home Rule in the event of the next General 
E lection favouring th e  L iberal Party .

I t  is unnecessary for me to  d irect your a tte n ­
tion to  certa in  points of these details, which will 
be generally recognised as embracing elements 
v ita l for your inform ation and the form ation of 
your judgm ent. These v ita l points of difficulty 
may be suitably arranged and considered under 
the following heads :—

1. The retention of the Irish  members in the 
Im perial Parliam ent.

2. The settlem ent of the land or agrarian 
difficulty in Ireland.

3. The control of the Irish  Constabulary.
4. The appointm ent of the Judiciary  (including
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judges of the Supreme Court, county court judges. . 
and resident m agistrates).

Upon the subject of th e  retention of the  Irish | 
members in the Im perial Parliam ent M r Glad­
stone told me th a t the opinion, and the unani­
mous opinion, of his colleagues and himself, 
recently arrived a t a fter most m ature considera­
tio n  of a lternative proposals, was th a t, in order 
to  conciliate English public opinion, i t  would be 
necessary to  reduce the Irish  representation from 
103 to 32.

Upon the settlem ent of the land question i t  was 
held th a t th is was one of th e  questions which 
m ust be regarded as questions reserved from the 
control of the  Irish  Legislature ; bu t a t the  same 
tim e M r Gladstone in tim ated  th a t, while h" 
would renew his a ttem pt to  se ttle  th e  m atter by 
im perial legislation on the lines of th e  Land 
Purchase Bill of 1886, he would not undertake to 
pu t any pressure upon his own side, or insist upon 
th e ir  adopting his views—in o ther and shorter 
words, th a t the Irish  Legislature was not to  b* 
given the power of solving the agrarian difficulty, 
an i  th a t the Im perial Parliam ent would not.

W ith regard to the  control of the Irish  Con­
stabulary , i t  was s ta ted  by  M r Gladstone th a t, 
having regard to  the  necessity for conciliating 
English public opinion, he and his colleagues felt 
th a t  i t  would be necessary to  leave th is  force, and 
the appointment of its  officers, under th«  control 
of the Im perial au thority  for an indefinite period, 
while the funds for i ts  m aintenance payment, 
^nd equipment would be compulsorily provided 
out of Irifh  resources.

The period of ten  or twelve y e a ^  was suggested 
as the  lim it of tim e during which th* appoint­
m ent of judges, residen t m agistrates, &c, should 
be re tained  in th e  hands of th e  Im perial autho­
rity

I  iiayc now given a short account of w hat I 
gathered of M r G ladstone’s views and those of 
his colleagues during the two hours’ conversation 
a t  H aw arden, a 'conversation which, I  am bound 
to  adm it, was mainly monopolized by M r Glad­
stone, and pass to  my own expression of opinion 
upon these communications, which represent my 
views then  and now. And, firstly, w ith regard 
to  the re ten tion  of th e  Irish members, th e  position 
I  have always adopted and then  represented is 
th a t, w ith the concession of full powers to  the  
Irish  Legislature equivalent to  those enjoyed by 
a S tate of the  American Union, the  num ber and 
nosition of the members so re tained  would 
become a question of Im perial concern, and not 
<>f pressing or im m ediate im portance for tike 
in te rests  of Ireland. B ut th a t with th e  im ­
p o rtan t and all-engrossine: subjects of agrarian 
reform , constabulary control, and judiciary 
appointm ent le ft e ither under Im perial control or 
to ta lly  unprovided for, it would be the height of 
madness for any Irish  leader to  im itate G ra ttan ’s 
example and consent to  disband the arm y which 
had cleared th e  way to  victory.

I  fu rth e r undertook to  use every legitim ate 
influence to  reconcile Irish  public opinion 
to  a gradual coming into force of the 
new privileges, and to  the postponements 
necesssary for English opinion with regard to 
constabulary control and the judicial appoint­
m ents. b u t I  strongly dissented from the proposed 
reduction of members during the in terval of pro­
bation, and I  pointed to  the absence of any su it­
able prospect of land settlem ent by either 
Parliam ent as constituting an overwhelming drag

upon the prospect of perm anent peace and pros­
perity  in Ireland.

At the  conclusion of the interview  I  wan 
informed th a t M r Gladstone and all his colleagues 
were entirely  agreed th a t, pending the general 
election, silence should be absolutely preserved 
vith regard to  any points of difference on the 
question of th e  retention of the Irish  members.

I  have dwelt a t some length upon these subjects, 
but not, I  th ink , disproportionately to  th e ir im­
portance. L e t me say, in  addition, th a t if anil 
when fu ll powers are concededto Ireland over her 
own domestic affairs the in tegrity , number, and 
independence of th e  Irish  party  will be a 
m atter of no im portance ; bu t un til th is ideal is 
"eached it  is your duty and mine to  hold fast 
wvery safeguard. 1 need not say th a t  the question 
—the v ita l and im portant question—of th e  re ten ­
tion of th e  Irish  members on the one hand, and 
the indefinite delay of fu ll powers to  th e  Irish  
Legislature on the other, gave me ^rea t concern. 
The absence of any provision for the settlem ent 
of the agrarian question, of any policy on the parJ. 
of the  L iberal leaders, filled me w ith concern s-nd 
apprehension.

On the in troduction  of the Land Purchase Bill 
by th e  Government a t the  commencement of last 
session M r M orley communicated w ith me as to 
the course to  be adopted. Having regard to  the  
avowed absence of any policy on the p a rt of the 
L iberal leaders and party  with regard to  the 
m atter of the land, I  strongly advised M r Morley 
against any direct challenge of the principle of 
State-aided land purchase, and, finding th a t the 
fears and alarm s of th e  English taxpayer to  
S ta te  aid by the hypothecation of grants for 
local purposes in  Ire land , as a  counter-guarantee, 
had been assuaged, th a t a  hopeless struggle 
against the  principle of the m easure should nofi 
be m aintained, and th a t  we should d irect our sole 
efforts on the second reading of th e  bill to  the  asser­
tion of the  principle of local control. In  th is  I 
am bound to  say M r Morley entirely  agreed with 
me ; bu t he was a t th e  same tim e much hampered, 
and expressed his sense of his position in tha ' 
direction by the a ttitu d e  of the extreme section 
of his party , led by M r Labouchere ; and in a 
subsequent interview  he impressed me w ith the 
necessity of meeting th e  second reading of the 
bill w ith a. d irect negative, and asked me to 
undertake the motion. I  agreed to  this, bu t only 
on th e  condition th a t  I  was not to  a ttack  the 
principle of the  m easure, bu t to  confine myself 
to  a criticism  of its  details. I  th ink  his was 
false stra tegy , bu t i t  was a  strategy adopted out 
of regard to  English prejudices and Radical 
peculiarities. I  did the best th a t was possible 
under th e  circum stances, and the several days’ 
debate on the second reading contrasts favourably 
w ith Mr Labouchere’s recen t and abortive 
a ttem p t to  interpose a d irect negative to  the first 
reading of a  sim ilar bill yesterday. Time went 
on ; the Government allowed th e ir a tten tion  to 
be d istracted  from the question of land purchase 
by the bill for compensating English publicans, 
and the agrarian  difficulty in Ire land  waj 
again relegated to  the  fu tu re  of another session.

Jus* before the commencement of th is session 
I was agafti favoured with another interview  with 
Mr Morley. I  impressed upon him the policy of 
the oblique method of procedure in reference to 
land purchase, and the necessity and im portance 
?f providing for the question of local control and 
of a. lim itation  in the application of the fund.;.
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He agreed with me, and I  offered to  move on the 
first reading of the bill an am endm ent in favour 
of th is  local control advising th a t if th is  were re ­
jected i t  m ight be le ft to  the Radicals on the 
eecond reading to  oppose th e  principle of the 
measure. This appeared to  be a proper course, 
and I  le ft Mr Morley under th e  impression tha t 
his would fa ll to  my duty. B u t, in  addition, he 
made me a rem arkable proposal referring  to  the 
probable approachiug victory of the L iberal 
P arty  a t the polls. He suggested some considera­
tion abS to  th e  fu tu re  of the Irish  Party . He 
asked me w hether I  would be willing to  assume 
the office of Chief Secretary to  the  Lord L ieutenant 
oi Ireland, or to  allow another member of my party 
ïo  take  the position. He also pu t before me 
th e  desirability  of filling one of the  law offices of 
the Crown in Ireland by a legal member of my 
party . I  told him, amazed as I  was a t  th e  pro­
posal, th a t I  could not agree to  forfeit in  any w*ay 
the independence of th e  party  or any of its  mem­
bers ; th a t the  Irish  people had tru s ted  me to  th is 
moment because they  believed th a t th e  declara­
tion  I  had made to  them  in Cork in  1880 was a 
tru e  one, and represented my convictions, and 
th a t  I  would o,n no account depart from it. I  can 
only speak of w hat I  know. I  considered th a t 
a fte r the declarations we have repeatedly made 
th a t the  proposal of M r Morley th a t we should 
allow ourselves to  be absorbed into English poli­
tics was one based upon an entire misconception 
of our position w ith regard  to  the  Irish  constitu ­
encies, and the pledges which we had given.

In  conclusion, he directed  my a tten tion  to  tho 
P lan of Campaign estates. He said th a t i t  would 
be impossible for th e  L iberal P arty , when they  
a tta ined  power, to  do anything for those evictec 
tenan ts by d irect action : th a t i t  would be im­
possible for th e  Irish  Parliam ent by powers con­
ferred  to  do anything for them , and, flinging up 
his hands w ith a gesture of despair, he exclaimed,
' 'H aving been a t  Tipperary, I  d idnot know w hat to 
propose in regard  to  th e  m a tte r .” I  to ld  him  th a t 
th is  question was a lim ited  one, and 
th a t  I  did no t see th a t  he need allow 
him self to  be ham pered by its  fu tu re  considera­
tion  ; th a t, being lim ited, funds would be avail­
able from Am erica and elsew here for th e  support 
of those tenan ts as long as m ight be necessary • 
th a t, of course, I  understood th a t i t  was a  diffi­
cu lty , bu t th a t i t  was a lim ited one, and should 
no t be allowed to  in te rfe re  w ith  the general in­
te re s ts  of th e  country. I  allude to  th is  m atter 
only because, w ithin the la s t few days, a strong 
argum ent in  many minds for my expulsion has 
been th a t, unless the L iberals come in to  power 
a t  the  next G eneral E lection , th e  P lan of Cam­
paign tenan ts w ill suffer. As I  have shown, the 
L iberals propose to  do nothing for th e  P lan  of 
Campaign tenan ts by d irec t action when they do 
come into power ; bu t I  am en titled  to  ask tha t 
th e  existence of these tenan ts, whom I  have sup­
ported in  every way in the past, and whom I  will 
continue to  support in  the fu tu re , shall no t con­
s titu te  a reason for my expulsion from  Irish 
politics.

I  have repeatedly pledged myself to  stand 
by these evicted ten an ts , and th a t  they  shall not 
be allowed to  suffer, and I  believe th a t the Irieh 
people throughout th e  world will support me in 
th is policy. Sixteen years ago I  conceived the 
idea of an Irish  Parliam entary  P arty , indepen­
dent of all English parties. Ten years ago I  was 
«elected the Leader of an independent Irish  P a rlia ­

m entary P arty . D uring these ten  years th a t party  
has rem ained independent, and, because of i ts  in ­
dependence, i t  has forced upon the English people 
the necessity of granting Home Rule to  Ireland. 
1 believe th a t party  will obtain Home Rule only 
provided it  rem ains independent of any English 
party . I  do not believe th a t any action of the 
Irish people in  supporting me will endanger thfi 
Home Rule cause or postpone the establishm ent 
of an Irish  P arliam ent ; bu t even if the danger 
w ith which we are th rea tened  by the Liberal 
Party  of to-day were to  be realized I  believe th a t  
the Irish  people th ronghout the world would 
agree w ith me th a t  a postponem ent would be 
preferable to  a compromise of our N ational rights 
by the acceptance of a m easure which would not 
realize th e  aspirations *f our race.—I  have ^he 
honour to  rem ain, your fa ith fu l servant,

C h a r l e s  S t e w a r t  P a r n e l l , 
“ g o  t o  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s .”

N eedless to  say, M r G ladstone  and  M r 
M orley im m ed ia te ly  a n d  specifically  c o n tra ­
d ic ted  every  s ta te m e n t a ffec ting  them selves 
o r th e ir  p a r ty  in  th is  M anifesto . T he m orn ­
in g  i t  appeared  M r P a rn e ll w as ea rly  in  
th e  lib ra ry  of th e  H ouse of Commons col­
le c tin g  opinion. T he tw o f irs t m em bers 
he m e t th e re  w ere D r Com m ins an d  M r 
D onal S u llivan . “ W ell, g e n tle m e n /’ sa id  he, 
“  w h a t do you  th in k  of m y m an ifesto  ; w h a t 
do you th in k  of M r G lad sto n e  now ?”  T he 
D octor rep lied  : “ I  th in k  very  l i t t l e  of your 
m an ifesto , a n d  i t  h a s  n o t  ch an g ed  m y opinion of 
M r G lad sto n e .”  “ Go to  y o u r c o n s titu e n ts  now,” 
sa id  M r P a rn e ll, “ a n d  see how th e y  w ill re ­
ceive you.”  “ l  am  q u ite  r e a d y /’ answ ered  th *  
o th e r, “ to  go to  m y c o n s titu e n ts  w henever th ey  
re q u ire  me, a n d  to  re s ig n  m y se a t w hen  th ey  
ask  me.”

“  T.cíE G R EA TEST P O L IT IC A L  COU P OF T H E  

C E N T U R Y .”

A t th is  m om en t M r Jacob  B r ig h t (one 
of th e  R ad ica ls  w ho h ad  pub lic ly  sup ­
p o rte d  M r P a rn e ll  a f te r  th e  divorce decree) 
en te red , a n d  M r P a rn e ll  w en t in to  a n o th e r 
room  w ith  h im . H e rem ain ed  in  th e  L ib ra ry , 
a tte n d e d  b y  h is  se c re ta ry , u n t i l  la te  in  th e  
afternoon , ap p earin g  to  be g re a tly  excited . 
H e p ro nounced  h is  m an ifesto  to  several 
who spoke to  h im  ab o u t i t  a s  b e in g  th e  
“  g re a te s t  p o litica l coup of th e  c e n tu ry .”

“  REASONABLE M E N .”

M r Jo h n  D easy was w ired to  by  h im  to  
come to  th e  L ib ra ry , w here M r P a rn e ll  asked 
h im  (as one of th e  W hip s of th e  p a r ty )  
to  g e t c e r ta in  of th e  m em bers to  m ee t
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him  a t  th e  W estm in s te r P alace  H o te l th a t  
n ig h t a t  9 p m , to  ta lk  over th e  s itu a tio n , 
ad d ing  th a t  he  h a d  w ired  to  o th e rs  to  be
th e re .

H e handed  M r D easy a  l is t  of th o s i  
whom he specially  w ished to  a tte n d , and  re ­
quested  h im  to  m ake o u t a  l is t  of “ reasonab le  
m en ” to  inv ite . M r D easy sa t  w ith  h im  and  
wrote ou t 21 nam es, b u t  M r P a rn e ll dem urred  
to  14 of them , sa y in g : “ N one of th ese  a re  
reasonable m e n /’ an d  only seven of M r 
Deasy’s l is t were, th e re fo re , in v ited . H e said 
to  M r Deasy, who d ec la red  he  shou ld  vote 
a g a in s t him , th a t  he  knew  he  an d  a ll th e  
o th e r  m em bers of th e  P a r ty  w ere ac tin g  
“ h o n estly  an d  conscien tiously , excep t th re e  
m e n /' who, he said, w ere a c tu a te d  by ill- 
feeling—viz., M essrs Sexton, B arry , and  
Chance. H e rep ea ted  th is  on a  su b seq u en t 
day to  M r D easy and  to  M r Condon.

S ev era l of th e  “ reasonab le  m en ** w ho re ­
ceived in v ita tio n s  decided, w ith o u t know ing 
a n y th in g  ab o u t th e  rev ision  o f th e  l is t ,  no t
to  go.

a t  MR p a r n e l l ’s  h o t e l .

Those of th e  p re se n t I r is h  P a r ty  who re ­
sponded to  th e  in v ita tio n  w ere—M essrs J u s t in  
M 'C arthy , Condon, A braham , an d  D easy, and  
when th ey  e n te re d  M r P a rn e ll’s room th ey  
found h im  su rro u n d ed  by  ab o u t tw en ty  
of h is follow ers. M r P a rn e ll  add ressed  
them , describ ing  M r G ladstone  as a 
“ cham pion  lia r ,”  a n d  fin ished  by in v itin g  
“ a ll h is frien d s ”  to  p u t  an y  questions th ey  
pleased, w hich he  p rom ised  “ f ra n k ly  to  
answ er/* M r C ondon a t  once p roceeded  to  
p u t  questions ab o u t th e  ev ic ted  te n a n ts . M r 
P a rn e ll rep lied , he saw  th a t  m uch of th e  op­
position  to  h is lead e rsh ip  was due to  fears 
ab o u t those  te n a n ts . H e su g g ested  th a t  th e  
difficulty could  be go t over by  an arrangement 
with Mr Balfour to allow the Land Purchase B ill 
to pass unopposed, p rov ided  th e  C hief S ec re ta ry  
would p ledge h im self to  in tro d u ce  a  B ill 
la te r  on, h av ing  fo r i ts  o b jec t th e  r e in s ta tin g  
of th e  ev ic ted  on te rm s w hich  w ere le f t  u n ­
specified. T h e  fou r m em bers of th e  I r ish  
P a r ty  p re sen t s tro n g ly  d issen ted .

MR O’K E LL Y  PRO PO SES A S U R R E N D E R  OF T H E  

TEN A N TS.

M r O’K elly , w ith  M r P a rn e ll’s approval, th en  
proposed t h a t  th e  whole of th e se  te n a n ts  
should  go to  th e ir  land lo rds, prom ise to  pay  
th e  re n t  fo r th e  non-paym ent of which 
th ey  were evicted , an d  th a t  th e  p a r ty  
should  send  de lega tes a ll over th e  
w orld to  co llect m oney to  pay  th e  
ev ic tin g  lan d lo rd s  th e  difference betw een  th e  
o rig in a l re n t  an d  w h a t th e  te n a n ts  o rig inally  
offered. F o r  in stance , if th e  te n a n ts  on an  
e s ta te  asked  a red u c tio n  of 35 p e r cen t, 
and  th e  lan d lo rd  w ould only g ra n t  th e  
te n a n ts  20 p e r cen t, M r O’K elly ’s p lan  was 
th a t  th e  I r is h  P a r ty  shou ld  beg  th e  w orld 
fo r fu n d s  to  pay  th e  difference. T h e  im ­
p ra c tic a b ility  of th is  schem e was quickly  
p o in ted  o u t by  M r M‘C a rth y  a n d  M r Condon.

M R CLANCY SAYS HOM E R U L E  IS  BEA TEN .

A d esu lto ry  conversation  followed, in  w hich 
M r C lancy  sa id  t h a t  he  knew  from  th e  d ay  a f te r  
th e  v e rd ic t in  th e  D ivorce C o u rt w as g iven, 
t h a t  th e  B ritish  elec to rs w ould h av e  n o th in g  
to  do w ith  Home R u le  u n d e r  M r P a rn e ll, be­
cause from  th a t  day  u n ti l  th e  p re se n t th o  
work of th e  I r is h  P ress  A gency, which he 
conducted , w as stopped. H e  ad d ed  th a t  th e  
engagem ents of I r is h  M P ’s on E n g lish , 
Scotch, a n d  W elsh  p la tfo rm s h ad  to  be 
cancelled , an d  th a t  th e re  w as no lo n g er any  
dem and  fo r th e ir  l i te ra tu re . I n  fact, h e  said: 
“ I t  is p la in  t h a t  th e  g e n e ra l e lec tion  is lo st, and  
we m ay as w ell f ig h t w ith  M r P a rn e ll  as  not, 
because th e  T ories h av e  go t a  new  lease of 
pow er a n d  Home R ule  is bea ten .” M r Jo h n  
R edm ond endorsed  a ll th a t  M r C lancy s ta te d . 
F in a lly , M r P a rn e ll req u es ted  M r M ‘C a rth y  to  
see M r G ladstone  w ith  a  view of g e tt in g  g u a ra n ­
tees ab o u t H om e R ule, an d  M r M 'C arth y  re ­
lu c ta n tly  ag reed , te ll in g  M r P a rn e ll th a t  
th e  to n e  of h is  m an ifesto  an d  h is  accoun t of 
th e  H aw ard en  in te rv iew  ren d ered  h is v is it 
fru itle s s  in  advance.

AN A N X IO U S IN T E R V A L .

Up to  th e  ev en in g  of S a tu rd a y  th e re  
h ad  been  no w ord from  th e  A m erican  
delegates, as M r P a rn e ll cab led  th em  
to  reserve  th e ir  ju d g m e n t u n t i l  th e y  
h ad  h is  m anifesto . L a te  on S a tu rd a y  n ig h t
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th e ir  rep ly  a rriv ed , p ronouncing  s tro n g ly  
fo r M r P a rn e ll’s re tirem en t. On S unday  & 
conference of th e  m em bers opposed to  M r 
P a rn e ll (exc * p t  M r T  M H ea lv , who was too  ill 
to  a tte n d )  was h e ld  a t  M r A r th u r  O’C onnor’s 
cham bers, a t  which n ex t day ’s procedure was 
discussed, a n d  i t  was a rran g ed  th a t  M r W m  
A braham  shou ld  move a  reso lu tion  dec la ring  
Mr P a rn e ll’s te n u re  of th e  ch a irm ansh ip  
te rm in a ted . On th e  sam e day  (Sunday , 
N ovem ber 30) w ell-a tten d ed  m eetings of 
several b ranches of th e  N a tiona l L eague 
were held , a t  w hich s tro n g  em p h a tic  vo tes of 
confidence in  M r P a rn e ll’s lead ersh ip  of th e  
I r is h  n a tio n  were passed, an d  equa lly  s tro n g  
denuncia tions of th e  m em bers opposed to  M r 
P a rn e ll w ere u tte red .

M R  PA R N E L L  LOSES H IS  HEAD.

On M onday, 1 st D ecem ber, th e  I r is h  P a r ty  
re-assem bled, in  Room 15, w ith  M r P a rn e ll in 
th e  ch a ir. T he m ee tin g  was sum m oned 
for 12 noon, an d  a  sh o rt tim e  prev iously  
M r M cCarthy, w ith  h is son, M r H u n tly  
M'‘C arth y , ca lled  a t  th e  W estm in s te r 
P a lace  H o te l to  in form  M r P a rn e ll th a t  
he  h a d  com plied w ith  h is req u es t th a t  
he  shou ld  v is it  M r G ladstone. A scene 
ensued. M r P a rn e ll  w as found  com pletely  
off h is balance. H is self-contro l w as gone, 
an d  he  w as ru d e  to  th e  old com radc whom  he 
h ad  despa tched  a g a in s t h is  w ill on so u n p lea ­
s a n t an  e rra n d . M r M‘C arthy , who is one of 
th e  m ost u rb a n e  g en tlem en  alive, p ro tested , 
say in g — “ W ell, P a rn e ll, I  th in k  you  m ig h t 
be a  l i t t le  m ore courteous.” “  I  am  more 
a  g en tlem an  th a n  you, s ir ,” w as th e  
reply . F a th e r  a n d  son th e n  left, and , in  a 
few m in u tes  a fte r , M r P a rn e ll  took th e  ch a ir 
in  Room 15, looking  d e te rm in ed  an d  excited . 
S ev en ty -th ree  gen tlem en  w ere p re sen t. 
T he ab sen tees w ere—M essrs D illon, W m  
O’B rien , G ill, T  D  S u llivan , T  P  O’Con­
nor, an d  T  H a rr in g to n  in  A m erica; M essrs 
Carew, L alor, L eahy, G ilhooly, an d  T he 
O’G orm an M ahon, i l l  ; M r P a t  O’B rien  in  
p rison  ; one se a t vacan t, C ounty  K ilkenny, by 
th e  d e a th  of M r M arum .

T H E  DEBATES B E G IN .

T he C hairm an  firs t ca lled  upon h is  secre ta ry  
to  read  every  reso lu tion , vote, o r m essage

received in  response to  th e  w ire-pu lling  
since W ednesday . No one opposed th is , 
a lth o u g h  of course, no one was e n title d , ex­
cep t th e  m em bers of th e  p a r ty , to  an y  voice 
in  th e  selection  of i t s  sessional ch a irm an . 
E very  one fe l t  t h a t  to  ra ise  an  ob jection  
would have le d  to  th e  w aste of m ore 
tim e th a n  th e  read in g  could  consum e, as 
th e  confederates would h av e  w ran g led  
a n d  d eb a ted  th e  p o in t fo r a  day.

On th e  ch a irm an ’s d irec tio n , therefo re . M r 
H enry  C am pbell p roduced  a  sheaf of te le ­
gram s and  a  h u g e  b u n d le  of le tte rs , n early  
a ll s tro n g ly  in  fav o u r of “ th e  on ly  possib le 
leader.” T hese co n ta in ed  th e  reso lu tio n s 
passed  in  obedience to  th e  ca lls  m ade upon 
them , an d  in  m any  cases th e  very  w ords ot 
th e  reso lu tions se n t ou t, c u t and  dry , from  th e  
L eague h e a d q u a rte rs  fo r adop tion  b y  th e  
o b ed ien t b ranch . C onsiderable tim e  was 
w asted  in  th is  way. Ju d g in g  b j  th e  d e ­
fian t sm ile t h a t  p lay ed  a ro u n d  M r P a rn e ll’d 
fe a tu re s  as h is  sec re ta ry  in to n ed  reso lu­
tio n  a f te r  reso lu tio n , he  ev id en tly  fe l t  g re a tly  
e la te d  a t  th e  u n b o u n d ed  expression of confi­
dence th e y  p u rp o rte d  to  convey, and  probab ly  
th e y  m ay h av e  th e n  m isled  him  as to  th e  fee l­
in g  of th e  coun try , th o u g h  th e y  ce rta in ly  
d id  n o t  deceive h is  opponents.

D E L U S IV E  TELEG R A M S.

H e w ould look from  M r J u s t in  M 'C arth y  to  
M r H ealy , a n d  from  M r H ea ly  to  M r Sexton, as 
M r C am pbell’s m onotonous l i ta n y  proceeded, to  
“ w atch  th e  effect.” M any of th e  personal te le ­
gram s rece iv ed p ro v o k ed a  good deal of la u g h te r , 
especially  w hen th e  sen d er spoke on b eh a lf of 
a l l  I re la n d  o r of a  p rov ince o r a  coun ty . One 
of th e  very  e a r lie s t of those  p e rso n a l w ires 
was from  a  la te  w o rth y  a ld e rm an  of D u b lin . 
H e adv ised  M r P a rn e ll to  “  B e firm . 
T he I r is h  n a tio n  is w ith  you.”  A 
g en tlem an  from  C ah ircon lish  declared  th a t  
“  A ll M u n s te r  is  solid  fo r i t s  illu s tr io u s  
leader.” Some one in  D u n leer w ired — 
“  E v ery  m an  in  L o u th  an d  o u t of i t  is  for 
th e  C hief.”  F rom  P ortadow n cam e a  m es­
sag e—“ A ll th e  N o rth  is fo r M r P arn e ll. 
W e s ta n d  b y  o u r glorious g en era l.”  A way in  
M ayo cam e a  w ire  from  B allin robe  an nounc­
in g  th a t  “  T he W e s t is  aw ake, and. we’IÎ
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h av e  no k ing  b u t  C harlie .”  F rom  a  Cork 
solicitor, came th e  im p era tiv e  com­
m and— " In s ta n tly  rem ove any  illu so ry  and  
m ischievous idea re g a rd in g  th e  Cork clergy. 
P a rn e ll’s very w arm est su pporte rs  are  am ongst 
th e  p rie s ts  in  Cork. T he reb e l c ity  is 
s tau n ch  an d  t r a e  to  ou r fearless an d  our 
p eerless chief. I  have  th e  fu lle s t fa ith  and  
confidence m  th e  honour a n d  ab ility , gen ius 
a n d  ta le n t, of m y g re a t an d  illu s tr io u s  chief. 
A le t te r  follows.”  Sure enough, n e x t day 
a rr iv e d  from  h im  a  m ost rom an tic  le tte r . T he 
g re a t lead er read  it, and , h an d in g  i t  to  M r 
C am pbell, sa id  : “  I  don’t  th in k  we’ll  p ub lish  
th a t  le t te r .” A M r Coy ne  w ired— “ S tan d  firm, 
in te lle c tu a l I re la n d  is  w ith  you.” M r T  P  G ill 
cabled  from  New Y ork to  M r J u s t in  M cCarthy 
th a t ,  h av ing  s igned  th e  A m erican  m anifesto , 
he  w ished to  add , “ th e  expression 
of g rie f I  p erso n a lly  fee l a t  th e  
ac tion  m y conscience forces m e to  tak e  
t< w ards a lead er whom  I  love, a n d  w hom  I  
w ould g ive m y life  to  defend. I  w ould fo l­
low h im  to  d ea th . I  can n o t follow h im  in  
w h at seem s to  m e d ishonour. P lease  read  
h im  th is .”

A D M IT T IN G  T H E  “  F R E EM A N  ”  R E PO R T ER S.

W h en  th e  d rea ry  re a d in g  of th e  le t te r s  an d  
th e  te leg ram s was over, M r P a rn e ll  sa id  t h a t  i t  
w ould be w ell to  h av e  an a u th e n tic  reco rd  of 
th e ir  p roceed ings in  view  of th e ir  im portance , 
fo r a lth o u g h  p riv a te  m eetings of th e  p a r ty  
w ere th e  ru le , y e t w hen he  h im se lf w as first 
e lec ted  in  1880 th e  P re ss  w as p resen t, an d  as 
th is  m eeting  concerned th e  te n u re  of th e  ch a ir 
he moved, “ T h a t th e  re p o rte rs  of th e  
Freema/n*s Journal be a d m itte d  to  ta k e  a  re ­
p o rt of th e ir  proceedings.”  M r T  M H ealy  
seconded th is , an d  i t  w as u n an im o u sly  ag reed  
to . T he re p o rte rs  of th e  Freeman w ere th e n  
ad m itted , hav ing , on M r P a rn e ll’s in s tru c ­
tions, been  w aitin g  a t  th e  door. Some one 
asked th a t  th e  m essage of th e  A m erican  dele­
g a tes be read , b u t  M r P a rn e ll refused , on th e  
g ro u n d  th a t  “ i t  was on ly  a  new spaper p a ra ­
graph, and  h e  h a d  n o t th e  o rig in a l copy b e ­
fore h im  ! ”

O BSTRU C TIO N  B E G IN S.

M r W illiam  A braham  th e n  rose to  m ove—
T hat, acting upon the im perative sense of our

duty to  our country, we, the members of the Irish 
Party, do declare th a t Mr P arnell’s tenure of th« 
chairmanship of th is P arty  is hereby term inated .

M r P a rn e ll a t  once ru led  th is  o u t of 
o rd er! H e sa id  th e  question  before  th e  
P a r ty  was M r B a rry ’s m otion of th e  p re ­
vious W ednesday, viz. :— “ T h a t a  fu ll m eet­
in g  of th e  m em bers be  ca lled  fo r F rid a y  
to  enab le  M r P a rn e ll to  reconsider 
h is position .”  To th is  i t  w as n a tu ra lly  
objected  th a t  M r B a rry  re fe rred  to
th e  prev ious F rid a y , an d  th a t  a  m otion 
to  ad jo u rn  over t i l l  M onday h a d  been  
carried , an d  th is  w as M onday, a n d  th a t  
F rid a y  la s t  of th e  re so lu tio n  could  n o t be 
F  riday  nex t. M r P arn e ll, how ever, de* 
c la red  th a t  h e  w ould ru le  ev e ry th in g  
s tr ic t ly  on P a r lia m e n ta ry  procedure, a n d  
bhat M r B a rry ’s reso lu tion  m u s t . be d e a lt 
w ith  before any  o th e r business could come on.

L ooking  back  a f te r  a  long  in te rv a l i t  is  easy 
to  c ritic ise  th e  re so lu tio n  M r B a rry  moved, 
b u t  nobody d re a m t th e n  of o b s tru c tio n  of th e  
w ill of th e  P a r ty , a n d  besides M r B a rry  and  
h is  oom rades w ere n o t p re p a re d  to  m ove a  b lu n t 
d ra ftsm a n ’s m otion w ith  i ts  a p p a re n tly  callous 
an d  c u tt in g  phraseo logy . Of a ll th is  th e  c h a ir­
m an  took  th e  fu lle s t ad v an tag e .

“  STR A TEG IC ”  R U L IN G S .

H e knew th e  consideration  w ith  which h is  
opponents desired  to  t r e a t  him , an d  he p layed  
to  th e  fu l l  every  ca rd  w hich h is  un ique  
position  as ju d g e  a t  h is  own t r ia l  gave 
to  a  m aste r  of s tra te g y . M r A braham ’s 
m otion was, th e re fo re , ru led  o u t on 
th e  g ro u n d  th a t  th e re  being  an o th e r 
m otion  (M r B a rry ’s) before th e  ch a ir  
any  fre sh  proposal m u s t be m ade by  way of 
am endm en t th e re to , an d  th a t  M r A b rah am ’s 
proposition  w as n o t re le v a n t as an  am end­
m ent. O nly a  few  m om ents before M r P a rn e ll 
h ad  h im se lf m oved a  m otion th a t  th e  P ress  be 
a d m itte d  ; y e t he  now h e ld  th a t  M r B a rry  's 
obsolete re so lu tio n  p re v e n te d  any  proposition  
b e in g  p u t  by  h im  unless t h a t  was go t o u t of 
th e  way. T he p rac tice  of P a rliam en t, of 
course, is, even  if  M r P a rn e ll w ere r ig h t  as  to  
M r B a rry ’s m otion, d ire c tly  opposed to  th e  
tr ic k  of a llow ing  rep ea ted  am endm en ts to  be 
proposed  a n d  d eb a ted  w ith o u t p u ttin g  
th e  o rig in a l m otion. T he form  in  w hich i i r
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Speaker p u ts  m otions an d  am endm ents is— 
“ T he question  is th a t  th e  words proposed 
to  be le f t  o u t s ta n d  p a r t  of th e  question .” 
A nd if M r P a rn e ll h ad  followed “ s tr ic t  P a r lia ­
m e n ta ry  ru lin g ,” th e  d efea t of any  one of th e  
am endm en ts w ould necessarily  have ca rried  
th e  an teced en t m otion. H av in g  ru led  o u t M r 
A braham , Colonel N olan announced  th a t  he 
h ad  an  am en d m en t to  m ove to  M r B a rry ’s 
m otion, an d  proposed  :—

T hat the question touohing the ohairmanship 
of the Irish  Parliam entary  Party  be postponed 
until members have had an opportunity of perso­
nally  ascertaining the views of th e ir  constituents, 
and until the  P a rty  can m eet in  Dublin.

T h is  had , of course, been  concerted  betw een  
th e  m over an d  th e  ch a irm an ; an d  M r P a r-  
nelT s opponents th e n  began  to  rea lise  th a t  he 
w ould  n ev e r consen t to  p u t  from  th e  ch a ir  a 
m otion  fo r h is  own deposition . T he m a jo rity  
h a d  no a lte rn a tiv e  b u t  to  p lay  o u t th e  gam e 
w h ich  th e  whole w orld  was now eagerly  w atch ­
in g  on th e  lines fixed by  th e ir  opponents. S ir 
Joseph  M'ELenna seconded th e  am endm ent, 
a n d  upon i t  fo r tw o days th e  re a l q u estion  a t  
issue  was debated .

M B . SEX TO N ’S SPE E C H .

M r Sexton, in  one of h is  g re a te s t  an d  m ost 
b r i l l ia n t  speeches, opened th e  case fo r th e  m a­
jo r ity , a m id s t a  b u rs t  of ch ee rin g  fro m  h is  
friends. H e sa id  :—

I  deeply reg re t th a t I  find i t  impossible to  vot« 
fo r Colonel Nolan’s amendment. I  am extrem ely 
anxious to  tre a t  th is  grave case w ith every con­
sideration, and to  allow any tim e th a t may be 
judged necessary for arriving a t a ju s t decision ; 
but according to  my judgm ent the case is urgent, 
and i t  adm its of no delay. I  fe lt on W ednesday 
la s t th a t in  adjourning un til Monday we were in­
curring  a serious risk, and I  subm it to  th is  m eet­
ing th a t  from the reports which we receive from 
day to  day of the refusal of L iberal members, of 
English L iberal members, to  m eet th e ir consti­
tuen ts , and the determ ination of L iberal candi­
dates to  re tire  from th e  field, and the reports 
from L iberal agents, as a resu lt of my investiga­
tions in  a ll parts of the country, th a t if we post­
pone th is question t i l l  the  end of th e  present 
session, or fo r a  month, or even for a week, we 
may substantially  be guilty  of one of the most 
crim inal acts th a t were ever com m itted by a body 
©f public men in the course of the  history of the 
world, and th a t act would be the breaking up of 
an alliance in  which you have led the people to 
hope—the breaking up of an alliance in  which 
they  have fondly hoped for the last four years, of 
an alliance bu ilt up by the unimaginable labour 
and pains of the past eleven years, an alliance 
between the people of Ireland and the only 
friends from whom we have any reasonable hop-. 
—I mean the L iberal democracy of G reat B rita in

—an alliance, firm, affectionate, progressive, and 
destined, tried  no m atter by w hat test, to .'.uo- 
ceed and endure.

IN T E R R U P T IO N S  FRO M  M R . PA R N E L L .

M r P a rn e ll f req u en tly  in te rru p te d , a l­
th o u g h  as chairm an  he  shou ld  h av e  been the 
m ost sc rupu lous p rese rv e r of order. B ut 

I th e  m em ber fo r W est B elfast, a lth o u g h  a t  
j  tim es g re a tly  provoked, calm ly con tinued  the 
I speech. M r S exton  fin ished  w ith  a  b u rs t  of 

eloquence, w hich even  h is  ad v ersaries  had  
to  ad m ire —

I  olaim (said he), in  the face of the world, 
and I  claim  in the presence of the Most High, th a t 
the in teg rity  of the Irish  P arty  is unstained, and 
th a t its  independence is absolute. The question 
—the urgent question—is between the leader 
whom we have loved, whom we can never forget, 
and whose useful tenu re  of his position circum­
stances have made impossible—the question î * 
between him and the cause to  which our fealty  is 
due. I f  the  leader is retained, m  my judgm ent, 
the cause is lost. I f  th e  cause is to  be won, i t  is 
essential th a t  th e  leader should re tire . I  am 
acting, I  - solemnly de d a re , against my n a tu ra l 
will, and against the  whole strong cu rren t of mjr 
disposition. Be my tim e in  politics long or short 
—and I  shall be happy to  be relieved of the obli­
gation of public life—but, be my tim e in politioa 
long or short, I  assure you, M r Parnell, and I  b e t 
you will give me cred it for sincerity  in th is decla­
ration, I  can assure you I  never can have a leader 
whom I  can love and regard as I  have loved and 
regarded you. I  am obliged to do violence to  m r 
own desire. I  am obliged to  overcome my natural 
inclination, acting upon th e  s te m  compulsion of 
du ty  ; and if i t  were the last ac t of my life—the 
ac t by which I  would ask my friends to  remember 
me and the country to  judge me—I  am obliged to  
vote th a t  the re tirem en t of our leader, for a 
period a t least, is urgent, and th a t to  accept 
Colonel Nolan’s motion would be to  create * 
public danger.
M R . JO H N  RED M O N D  R E P L IE S  AND TA K ES A 

PLE D G E .

M r J o h n  R edm ond rose to  rep ly . M r P a r ­
n e ll w elcom ed hoi ris in g , ca llin g  h im  by 
nam e, an d  loudly  th u m p in g  th e  tab le . M r R ed­
m ond deplored  th e  s itu a tio n , a n d  th e  p a r tin g  of 
old friends. H e im plored  h is  colleagues “ no t 
to  sell th e ir  noble lead er a t  th e  b id d in g  of 
E n g lish  c lam our an d  E n g lish  d ic ta tio n . A nd 
th e n  b u rs tin g  in to  a  solem n appeal, he hopeù 
“ th a t  th e  God of th e ir  fa th e rs  would d irec t 
th e ir  h e a r ts  to  a  ju s t , a  fa ir  an d  tru e  deci­
sion.”  In  th is  m a tte r  sa id  M r R edm ond—

I intend to  vote and to  use every exertion in  my 
power for the  leadership of th is Party  and the 
Irish  people by M r Parnell ; bu t a t the same time 
I  recognise the du ty  I  owe to  th is P arty , and I  
recognise the obligation and the pledge which I 
took when in 1885 I  was elected a  member of this
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Party; and if th is Party  comes to  a decision 
hostile to  my view, then before taking any steps 
"o support Mr Parnell if he chooses to  go further, 
Ï  will deem i t  my duty to  resign.

T h is  pledge, seeing  w h at has since h a p ­
pened, is  th e  m ore rem arkab le, as in  th e  view 
of every  m an p resen t th e y  w ere a ll bound to  
res ig n  if th e y  could n o t a c t w ith  th e  P a rty . 
E ach  m em ber, p rio r to  e lection , s ig n ed  th e  
follow ing docum ent :—

I  pledge myself th a t in  the event of my election 
to  Parliam ent I  will sit, act, and vote w ith the 
Irish  Parliam entary Party  ; and if a t  a meeting 
of the Party , convened upon due notice, especially 
to  consider the question, i t  be determ ined by a 
resolution supported by a m ajority of the entire 
Parliam entary P arty , th a t I  have not fulfilledthe 
above pledge, I  hereby undertake to  resign my 
seat.

M r Redm ond, how ever, fo r “ fu r th e r  a ssu r­
ance,” added, in  a  solem n an d  affecting  
m anner,' th e  p ledge ju s t  m entioned.

M R . T . M. H EA LY ’S SPEE C H .

M r T  M H ealy  followed M r R edm ond, and  
g rapp led  w ith  th e  te rm s  of Colonel N olan 's 
am endm ent. H e rid icu led  th e  idea  of an  a d ­
jo u rn m en t to  D ublin . “ W e are ,” sa id  he  “ as 
m uch in  possession to -day  of M r P a rn e ll’s 
view s th ro u g h  h is  m anifesto  as we sh a ll be 
w ere we to  m eet in  D ub lin . D u b lin  has  
been  passed  over in  th e  m eetings o f 'th is  p a r ty  
in  th e  p as t. I t  is  a  novel p roposition  to  make 
ju s t  now.”  T h en  he  tu rn e d  to  th e  ch a rg e  th a t  
th ey  “ w ere y ie ld in g  to  E n g lish  d ic ta tio n . 
“ O ur d em a n d ” rep lied  M r H ealy , “ from  th e  
E ng lish  people, is fo r su ch  a  m easure  of Hom e 
R u le  as we can  hono u rab ly  accep t fo r ou r 
cou n try .”  R e fe rrin g  to  M r P a rn e ll 's  accoun t of 
h is in terv iew  w ith  M r G ladstone  a t  H aw arden , 
“ th e  m em ber fo r Cork,” sa id  he, “ q u itted  
H aw arden , a n d  th e  sam e day  m ade h is  way 
to  a  pu b lic  m eetin g  a t  L iverpool, an d  a  sug ­
gestion  has  been  p u t  fo rw ard  in  th e  m an i­
festo  th a t  fo r n ine  m on ths h e  re ta in e d  th e  
te r r ib le  secre ts  e n tru s te d  to  h im  a t  H aw ar­
den, k ep t h is  colleagues in  ignorance , allow ed 
some of th em  to  go to  A u stra lia , o th e rs  to  
A m erica, an d  a ll to  spend th e ir  tim e ' an d  
th e ir  in te lle c ts  on E n g lish  p la tfo rm s, w hile 
h e  w as p e rsuaded  a t  th a t  in te rv iew , to  use 
h is  expression, th a t  ‘ we w ere a t  th e  m ercy of 
th e  u n riv a lle d  coercion ist of th e  I r is h  r a c e /  ” 
T he C hairm an : “ I t  w as an  expression th a t  I

used  a t  W exford  th re e  days before I  w as 
a rre s ted .” M r H ealy  : “ W h y  d id  M r P a rn e ll 
no t say th a t  th re e  days a f te r  he le f t 
H aw arden  ? ” T he C hairm an : “ I  to ld  you 
why I  d id  n o t say i t .”  M r H ealy  : “ Y ou w ill 
have  th e  difficulty of sum m ing  u p  to  th is  
ju ry , you  being  a t  th e  sam e tim e  th e  ju d g e  
an d  th e  d efendan t. H ere  a re  th e  expressions 
used  a t  L iverpool a f te r  th e  H aw arden  in te r ­
view. T h a t w as on th e  19 th  D ecem ber, 1889-

O U R GRAND OLD LEA D ER.

On th a t  v e ry  day  M r P a rn e ll  was sp eak in g  
a t  L iverpool as follows :—

‘ W e tru s t  th a t  not only in  Liverpool, bu t in  
the great county of Lancashire, we shall be able 
m aterially  to  assist in  increasing the forces of 
Liberalism , which w ill rally  a t the  next G eneral 
E lection to  th e  assistance of OUR GRAND OLD 
LEA D ER  ! ’
“ S u b sequen tly  on th e  sam e day  M r P a rn e ll 
sa id—

‘ The great L iberal P a rty  has come to the help 
and th e  rescue of Ire land . My countrymen re ­
cognise and join w ith me in  recognising th a t  we 
are on the safe path  to  our legitim ate freedom 
and fu tu re  prosperity. They will accompany me 
and continue both u n til you have helped your 
grea t leader to  win th is  contest, which I  t ru s t  we 
are on th e  eve of entering upon.’

“ W as th a t  m islead ing  th e  I r is h  people ? W as 
th a t  m islead ing  th e  E n g lish  people ? H as th e re  
been  any  su b seq u en t in te rv iew  in  w h ich—an d , 
if so, w hy w as i t  n o t s ta te d  in  th e  m anifesto  in  
which M r G ladstone  abandoned  th e  position  
th a t  h e  took  u p  in  th e  Hom e R ule  B ill of 
1886 ? A nd  w hy, if th e  H aw ard en  in te rv iew  
be th e  cap ita l m a tte r  on w hich  M r P a rn e ll 
bases h im se lf in  h is  m anifesto , w hy, I  say , 
were th ese  fa lse  words u tte re d  a t  L iverpool ? 
E ith e r  M r P a rn e ll a t  L iverpool w as false, or 
h is m anifesto  w as false .” T he C h a irm an : 
“ I  w ill n o t s ta n d  a n  accusa tion  of 
falsehood from  T im othy  H ealy , a n d  I  call 
upon h im  to  w ith d raw  h is  expressions.” M r 
H ealy  : “ O u t of re sp ec t to  th e  c h a ir  I  
w ill w ith d raw  th e  accusation . I  say th is , 
th a t ,  so f a r  as  pub lic  u tte ra n c e s  w ent, th e  po­
sition  in  w h ich  th e  I r is h  people w ere le f t  w as 
th e  position  a t  L iverpool on th e  day  of th e  
H aw arden in terv iew . W hich  is lik e ly  to  be 
th e  m ore co rrec t k in d —th a t  deliverance fresh  
and  s t r a ig h t  w ith  no suggestion  of personal 
m otive o r p e rsona l opposition th a t  could  be  
levelled , o r th e  position  assum ed  on th e  occa­
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s io n  of th is  m anifesto  ? Is  th e  I r is h  P a r ty  so 
b a n k ru p t in  th e  confidence of M r P a rn e ll 
th a t  th e re  was n o t one single m em ber 
of h is  colleagues to  whom he could 
have  e n tru s te d  th ese  v ita l  secre ts  ?”
*‘ I  SAY TO M B . P A R N E L L  TH A T H IS  PO W E R  IS  

G O N E.”

M r H ealy  th e n  d e a lt w ith  M r P a rn e ll 's  
ac tion  in  keep ing  locked in  h is  bosom for 
o v e r n ine  m on ths th e  p u rp o rt of th is  
in te rv iew  w ith  M r G ladstone  a t  H a- 
w arden , a n d  M r P a rn e ll only g iv in g  h is 
d is to r te d  accoun t of i t  a f te r  th e  exposure in  
th e  D ivorce C ourt. T hen  d irec tly  add ressing  
th e  ch a irm an , M r H ealy  sa id  :—

I say to  Mr P arnell his power is gone. He 
derived th a t power from th e  people. We are the 
representatives of the people. Place an iron bar 
in a coil and electrize that-coil, and the iron bar 
becomes m agnetic. This party  was th a t electric 
action. There (pointing to  Mr Parnell) stood the 
iron bar. The e lectric ity  is gone, and the mag­
netism  w ith it, when our support has passed away. 
I  then  say and declare th a t my vote shall be for 
th e  deposition of the chairm an of th is  party . I 
’vill not give th a t  vote w ithout regret. W e are 
no t all cold and passionless. I  give i t  under what 
I  conceive to  be the solemnest obligations of 
d u ty  and patriotism . I f  we could have m ain­
ta ined  Mr P arnell in  th a t position we would have 
done so. Did we leave one stone un tu rned  or 
effort unmade, one meeting unaddressed or un­
appealed to , to  m aintain him where he was ? I 
examine my conscience in  regard  to  my duty 
tow ards M r Parnell in  th is  crisis. I  find therein  
no prick of reproach. 1 say th en  th a t, having re ­
gard to  the  distractions to  our country if he 
rem ains and the knowledge I  possess of the  pa­
trio tism  of my colleagues who support him, and 
the patrio tism  and sense of un ity  of th e  Irish  race, 
th a t as all men are ephemeral, and as nothing is 
e ternal, save a  cause like the Irish  cause, founded 
upon a basis of righ t and justice, I  know th a t 
those who support him to-day will, once the Tote 
of the  m ajority is recorded, ra lly  round th e  posi­
tion  which he now occupies, which will then  
become th e  heart and centre of Irish  au thority  
and patriotism . Men pass away and causes re ­
m ain, and th e  Irish  cause w ill m arch through 
these dissensions and these d istractions purified 
and eternal. I  te ll M r P arnell th a t  if he has a 
sacrifice to  make upon the a lta r  of his country 
th ere  is yet tim e. He can s till hand down to  his 
countrym en a name upon which no fleck from 
even the b itte re s t malice can be passed if  he takes 
connsel w ith those who are as p a trio tic . as him­
self, who are as simple minded and as simple-pur­
posed as himself, bu t who are resolved here, 
defying every consideration except the  consider­
ation  of country, determ ined here to  cast the ir 
votes for th a t country, and to  cast th e ir  votes for 
i t  against him, believing th a t  they  are  doing an 
a c t which w ill yet hew a pathw ay to  freedom 

M R . p a r n e l l ' s  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k s .

As M r H ealy  sa t down, M r P a rn e ll sprang

to  h is  feet. W ith  tu m u ltu o u s  app lause  h is 
henchm en g ree ted  h is ris in g . T he m en whom 
any  leader m ig h t be p ro u d  to  ca ll friends and  

I co lleagues h a d  p a r te d  from  him  an d  a  gu lf 
j never to  be b rid g ed  over sep a ra ted  them  

They h a d  le ft h im  never to  re tu rn . H e com ­
m enced by a  personal a tta c k  on M r Sexton, 
M r B arry , an d  M r H ealy . H av in g  ex h au sted  
h is pow ers of invec tive  on th e se  g e n tle ­
m en he tu rn e d  to  M r J u s tin  M 'C arthy , and  
ra in ed  on th a t  loy a l com rade’s h ead  w hat 
scorn  and  b itte rn e ss  he  h a d  le ft. Loss of 
self-possession u n n erv ed  him , b u t  h i  th rew  
some fee ling  in to  h is  c losing  w ords, in  
w hich m ovingly , h e  appea led  to  h is  col­
leagues n o t to  d e se r t h im , to  p e rm it h i in 
tc  e n te r  th e  P ro m ised  L an d  w ith  them .
M R . M fCARTHY ON M R . PA RN ELL^S TR EA TM EN T 

O F M R . GLADSTONE.

M r M 'C arth y  succeeded M r P a rn e ll. He 
I sim ply  gave an  acco u n t of th e  e r ra n d  

to  M r G ladstone, w hich h e  re lu c ta n tly  
u n d ertook  a t  M r P a rn e ll 's  p ray e r. H is r e ­
w ard  w as to  be f req u en tly  in te r ru p te d  from  
th e  ch a ir  w ith  ch a llen g in g  s ta te m e n ts . T here  
was n o t a n o th e r  m an  in  th e  room  who doub ted  
M r M cC arthy’s w ord, a n d  who w as n o t con­
v inced  th a t  h is  re p o rt .of w h a t h a d  occurred  
betw een  M r G ladstone  a n d  h im self w as accu­
ra te . H av in g  fin ished h is  s ta te m e n t of th e  
in terv iew , M r M ‘C a rth y  th e n  sa id—

I  do th ink  th a t  M r P arnell has made too little  
of the e rro r com m itted by keeping private till  
now th e  conversation between him and M r Glad­
stone a t H aw arden.

M r P arne ll—I  am perfectly  willing to  adm it 
th a t I  was to  blame in  th a t, b u t I  am glad I  have 
told i t  all now before th e  mischief was done.

Mr M‘C arthy—I  only give my view now as to  
w hat I  th ink  our Irish  leader should have done. 
You possessed a secret alm ost v ita l to  the cause 
of your country. Supposing i t  were so, were you 
to  go about the world w ith th is  secret a t  your 
heart and to  see your party  and your country 
sliding down to  th is  precipice, and because you 
had taken  a pledge of privacy to  say you could 
not disclose i t  ? T h a t is a pledge I  could no t have 
accepted on any consideration whatever. B ut 
suppose I  had accepted it, and was bound in  tha t 
te rrib le  silence, I  was not bound to  go on the 
platform  and commend Mr Gladstone. I  was not 
bound to  allow my countrym en here and in  Scot­
land and in  Ireland, as well as in  America and 
A ustralia, to  go about glorifying Mr Gladstone, 
while I  knew in my heart of hearts  th a t 
M r Gladstone’s purpose was, if  he could, 
to  betray  the Irish  cause and Irish  people.. 
B ut supposing I  had fe lt th a t terrib le  bond of



22 THE STORY OF ROOM 15.

silence, th a t seal as rigid as the seal of the  con­
fessional itself, pressing on me. would I  have 
broken the seal of confession for the sake of pub­
lishing a manifesto under any conceivable condi­
tion  of public affairs ? If th a t agreem ent was 
ever to  be known the tim e of making i t  known 
was when it  m ight have been of great service by 
warning Irishm en against false friends, and not 
a t  a moment when, after concealing i t '  so long 
from the party , a manifesto was sprung upon the 
party  and country. Speaking for myself, the  
whole transaction  seems to  me to  have betrayed 
from the beginning a v ita l error of judgment.

M r P arnell—“ H ear, hear.”
M r M‘Carthy—Many of the rem arks about 

email inconsistencies are  not w orth serious and 
solemn consideration: bu t I  th ink  th a t  was 
an inconsistency which, in  my mind, im perilled, 
and m ust always imperil, your leadership and 
work. I  th ink some of us should have known 
something about it. T hat secret, borne about so 
long, and revealed a t the wrong tim e, does so 
weaken one’s confidence in the judgm ent of our 
leader th a t I  cannot see any hope, if the present 
arrangem ent of the  party  should last, th a t  the 
cause of the country is to  be served and saved.

M r Jo h n  O’Connor w as ca lled  on w hen M r 
K 'C a r th y  fin ished, an d  p roclaim ed—

T hat to  depose Mr P arnell would be to  step 
down from th e  proud position of an ancient nation 
and become th e  mere ta il  of an English party , to 
be wagged by th e  w ill of i ts  head.

T h en  cam e M r O’H anlon, in  a  speech la s tin g  
some tw e n ty  m inu tes, en rich ed  by  such  gems 
of eloquence as, "  W ere  we go ing  to  th ro w  over 
ou r le ad er to  be  e a ten  u p  by E n g lish  worm s !” 

A N O T H ER  RED M O N D  PLE D G E .

M r W illiam  R edm ond follow ed, an d  im ita te d  
h is  b ro th e r  by  ad d in g  solem nly a  supp lem en­
ta r y  pledge. H e sa id—

Though I  in tend to  vote for M r P arne ll’s 
leadership, I  consider, as I  believe every member 
of th e  P a rty  considers, th a t  he is bound by his 
p.edge to  vote and ac t w ith th e  m ajority of the 
Irish  P arty . T hat pledge, so far as I  am con­
cerned, shall be kept, and if I  find I  am not able 
a t  any tim e to  act in  accordance w ith th e  ex­
pressed wish of the m ajority of my comrades and 
colleagues, I  shall place my resignation in ­
stantly  in the hands of the  new leader, whoever 
he may be.

D R . K E N N Y ’S E X C IT E M E N T .

D r K enny  w as th e  n e x t speaker. H e 
b eg an  by  announcing  th a t  th e  room  was 
fu ll  of voices cry in g  ou t— “ G ive m e th e  
d ag g er, I  w ill do th e  deed.” “ S ir,” 
sa id  he, add ressing  M r P a rn e ll, “ th e  whole 
q u estio n  is h u n g e r  fo r y o u r blood.” “  No,”  
I ro k e  in  M r E d w ard  H a rr in g to n , “ th e y  
w a n t tô  c u t h is  th ro a t.”  T h is  w as s tro n g ly  
re sen ted  by th e  m a jo rity  of th e  p a rty , 
a n d  a  p o in t of o rd e r w as ra ised  over

it. B u t M r P a rn e ll declined to  notice it- 
M r D av id  Sheehy  th e n  rose, a n d  in  a  very 
ab le  speech he  appealed  to  M r P a rn e ll 
to  re tire  from  th e  cha ir, fo r even du rin g  
th e  p re sen t session, an d  n o t im peril and 
destroy  th e  hopes of th e  ev ic ted  te n a n ts . M r 
Conway followed, an d  was coarse an d  offensive 
to  h is  colleagues.

M R . K N O X ’S SPEE C H .

L a te  in  th e  ev en in g  M r K nox rose, and  
th e re  w as m uch  cu rio sity  to  h e a r  h im , as he 
h ad  n o t been  h e a rd  in  th e  H ouse by  m any  of 
h is  friends. T he new m em ber fu lly  ju stified  
th e  ex p ec ta tio n s form ed of h im . H e sa id  :—

I  feel bound to  say, as one who does not pro­
fess the  same religion as the m ajority of the 
Irish  race, th a t  I  th ink  the way the purest of 
existing nations in  domestic relations have been 
trea ted  in  th is  m atte r gives them  just cause 
for well-grounded complaint. I  th ink  th a t, if 
there  were no o ther argum ent against your 
continued leadership of the party , the fact th a t 
you have ventured  to  charge Mr Sexton, Mr 
Healy, and M r A rth u r O’Connor w ith a want of 
in teg rity  and independence is sufficient reason 
for passing the resolution, Do you go fu rther ? 
Is  John  Dillon a tra ito r  to  Ire land? Is W illiam 
O’B rien a tra ito r  to  Ire land  ?

M r Parnell (In a passionate voice)—I don’t  
recognize your righ t to  ask me any question.

M r Knox—We have for the present to  address 
the chair.

M r P arnell—You are no t en titled  to  ask a 
question of the chair except on a point of order.

M r K nos—W ell, I  w ill change th e  form of my 
speech. I  ask those who are opposed to  th e  
views I  have tried  calmly to  express : A re
John Dillon and W illiam  O’Brien tra ito rs  to  tho  
cause of Ire land?

M r P arnell—If  your predecessor in the repre­
sen tation  of Cavan, M r Biggar, was in  your 
place, I  would venture to  answer th a t question ; 
bu t I  won’t  answer you.

Mr Knox—M r Parnell, the  voice of the dead 
cannot be heard here, bu t if he were here, I 
feel confident he would stand by those who arc 
trying to  get you to  serve Ire land  in  w hat ma» 
be her suprem est hour of tria l.

T he d iscussion w as ca rrie d  on b y  D r  
F itz g e ra ld  ( th e  g en tlem an  a t  whose hou*e> 
m anifesto  w as com posed), w ho s a id :  “ W ith ' 
re g re t he  h a d  to  announce th a t  he  only 
shook h a n d s  w ith  M r P a rn e ll  six  tim es/*  
M essrs F ly n n , Leam y, W ebb, an d  Ju s tto  
H u n tly  M ‘C arth y  spoke w ith o u t any  in c id en ts  
occurring .

M R . H E N R Y  CAM PBELL S IN SO LEN C E.

M r C hance th e n  rose, and  sa id  th a t  
M r P a rn e ll in  h is m anifesto  h a d  s ta te d  tha£ 
th e  independence of a section  of th e  Irish
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P a r ty  h a d  been sapped  and  destroyed  by  th e  
■wire-pullers of th e  L ib e ra l P a r ty . I t ,  th e re ­
fore, appeared  to  h im  th a t  u n d er M r P a r ­
n e ll’s leadersh ip , th e  p a r ty  could n o t inc lude  
in  i ts  ran k s such  m en as W illiam  O’B rien, 
Jo h n  D illon, T hom as Sexton, J u s t in  M 'C arthy , 
A r th u r  O’Connor, a n d  so m any o th e r m en. 
H ere  th e re  were lo u d  cries of "C h an ce , 
C hance,” from  M r E  H a rr in g to n  a n d  D r 
F itzg e ra ld . "  No,”  said  M r C hance, "  I  am  
n o t a  p ro m in en t m an, n o r one of th e  d eb a te rs .” 
“ Y ou are ,” sa id  M r H en ry  C am pbell, in  a 
m ost in s u lt in g  tone , “ a  d ish o n est m em ber !” 
T h e re  w ere a n g ry  cries of "  Oh, oh !” a n d  
" w ith d ra w , w ithd raw ,”  a t  th is , w h ils t M r 
P a rn e ll’s follow ers bo isterously  app lauded . 
M r H ea ly  rose and , ad d ressin g  M r P arn e ll, 
sa id —

i  rise  to  a point of order. The chair has heard 
from a gentleman next i t  the  sta tem ent th a t  a 
member is dishonest.

Mr Campbell—I  know he is a dishonest man— 
for th is  reason, he has, sir, been in triguing and 
wirepulling against your leadership in  Kilkenny 
for the past few days. (“  Oh, oh !’ )

M r P arnell—I think, Mr Campbell, you should 
w ithdraw  the expression. (Hear, hear).

M r Campbell—I w ill not withdraw.
M r Chance—If you w ill allow me I  will pass 

over th a t  observation.
Several 1 shouts of “ w ithdraw .”
M r Campoell—In  obedience to  the general views 

of my friends, and out of respect to  th e  great 
leader of th is  party , I  shall w ithdraw  it ,  bu t 
only on th is  ground.

T H E  A D JO U R N M EN T  MOVED AT M ID N IG H T .

T h e  m ee tin g  h a d  now la s te d  fo r n ea rly  
e leven  hours. I t  w as ju s t  ap p ro ach in g  m id ­
n ig h t, an d  th e re  w as n o t th e  s lig h te s t  p ro s­
p ec t th a t  a d iv ision  on Colonel N olan’s am en d ­
m e n t w ould be ta k e n  th a t  n ig h t. O b struc tion  
w as th e  w atchw ord of th e  P a rn e llite s . T im e, 
th e y  boasted , was on th e ir  side, an d  th ey  
would, if  necessary , s i t  th e re  fo r a  m o n th  b e ­
fore th e y  w ould allow  a  h o stile  vo te  a g a in s t 
M r P a rn e ll to  be carried . J u s t  a t  m id n ig h t
a n  a d jo u rn m en t of th e  d eb a te  was moved.

M r P arnell (rising)—The question is th a t th is 
debate be now adjourned. As many as are of 
opinion say “ Aye ” (cries of “  Aye **). I  declare 
th e  “ Ayes ” have it.

Mr T Healy and others—The “ N oes” have it. 
You did not pu t i t  to  the “ Noes.”

M r Parnell here rose as if about to  leave the 
chair, and moved away a few feet from i t  towards 
the door.

Mr T. H ealy—I  move th a t M r M‘Carthy do take 
th e  chair (loud cheers and counter cheers).

Mr Parnell (hotly and moving to  the table) —1 
have not le ft i t  yet.

M r H ealy—Then pu t the question.
M r P arnell—I  have pu t the  question.
M r H ealy—You have not.
Mr P arnell (excitedly)—I  am not going to  have 

my ruling challenged by Mr Tim othy Healy.
Mr Condon and Mr H arrington s ta ted  th a t Mr 

P arnell had not called for the  voices of the 
“ Noes,” and

M r Parnell then  put i t  to  the meeting, and there 
being a m ajority in  favour of continuing th e  de­
bate, he so declared it.

T H E  R E P O R T  B U R K ED  BY  T H E  "  FREEM AN.**

T h is  w as a  v e ry  ex c itin g  and  in te re s tin g  
in c id e n t;  b u t  th e  re p o rt of i t ,  w hich w ould 
have  show n M r P a rn e ll 's  "m an ag em en t/*  
w as b u rk ed  by  th e  Freeman in to  th e  condensed 
form  g iven above. T h e  ch a irm an ’s o b jec t in  
re fu s in g  to  p u t  th e  " N o e s ” w as to  p re v e n t a 
d iv ision  w hich w ould  have  te s te d  h is  s tre n g th  
on th e  firs t day , a n d  th is  he specially  w ished 
to  avoid, h a v in g  hopes t h a t  he  could s t i l l  cap* 
tu re  some opponents who, if allow ed 
to v o te  in  a d iv ision  w hich w ould 
in e v ita b ly  h av e  follow ed th e  lin e  of 
cleavage in  th e  P a r ty , w ould consider th e m , 
selves co m m itted  to a p a r t ic u la r  side. 
A co n trad ic tio n  from  one of h is  own sup ­
p o rte rs  (M r E . H a rr in g to n )  ob liged  h im  to  
resum e th e  cha ir, a n d  re -p u t th e  question , 
w hen h e  w as d riv en  to  ask  h is  follow ers, 
in  o rd e r to  p re v e n t a  d iv ision, n o t  to  ch a l­
lenge  h is  ru l in g  th a t  th e  " N o e s ”  h a d  i t .  
So th e  m otion  to  a d jo u rn  w hich  h e  de­
c la red  th e  "  A yes”  h ad , a  m om ent before, h# 
was now obliged  to  ru le  w as unan im o u sly  n e ­
g a tiv ed  ! T h is  in o id en t—th o u g h  p rac tica lly  
suppressed  in  th e  Freeman—h a d  a  m ost im ­
p o r ta n t  effect on th e  to n e  of M r P a rn e ll 's  op­
ponen ts thencefo rw ard . T hey  now reg a rd ed  
h im  as read y  to  go a lm o st to  any  le n g th  to 

save h is  p o sition . Ju d g e d  from  a  P a rliam en ­
ta ry  s ta n d p o in t (especially  considering  h is  
prom ise to  ru le  ev e ry th in g  s tr ic t ly  on H ouse 
of Com m ons lines) ac tio n  of th is  k ind , by  a  
chairm an , w as u n p re c e d e n ted ; a n d  here , 
w here th e  ch a irm an sh ip  itse lf  w as u n d e r 
discussion, th e  b it te rn e ss  of th e  s itu a tio n  was 
g re a tly  increased. F ille d  w ith  reflections on 
th is  in c id en t and  th e  p ro b ab ilities  i t  po in ted  
to , th e  m a jo rity  soon a fte rw ard s consen ted  to  
a second m otion of ad jo u rn m en t.



24 THE STORY OF ROOM 15.

So ended th e  f irs t day  of th e  pub lic  
proceedings in  Room 15.

T H E  SECOND DAY.

T he second day ’s debate  opened a t  noon 
on Tuesday. M r P a rn e ll w as th e  firs t 
m em ber to  e n te r  th e  room, an d  im m ed ia te ly  
ôook th e  cha ir. Those who h a d  m aste red  th e  
re p o rt of th e  proceedings in  th e  m orn ing  j  

papers (for th e  Freeman h a d  fa rm ed  o u t a t  a  I 
hu g e  sum  its  exclusive p riv ileg e  of supp ly ing  
a  re p o rt to  th e  P ress  A ssociation), saw th a t  
th e  rep o rts  w ere b e in g  “ d o c to re d /’ I t  was 
noticed d u rin g  th e  prev ious day  th a t  M r 
P a rn e ll h a d  been supplied  w ith  th e  d ra f t  of 
h is  speech as soon as i t  w as w ritte n  ou t, an d  
he  w as observed w hile m inor speakers w ere 
ta lk in g , to  be ca re fu lly  going over a n d  “ cor­
re c tin g  ” i t  page  b y  page.

D O C TO R IN G  T H E  R E P O R T S .

He h a d  fo r in stan ce  ca lled  M r G lad ­
stone  “ a g a rru lo u s  old m an ,” an d  th is  ! 
ph rase , w ith  m any  o th e rs  eq u a lly  offen­
sive and  sign ifican t, h e  s tru c k  o u t 
of th e  m an u sc rip t. T hey  n ev er ap p eared  
in  th e  press. T h is, coupled  w ith  th e  w ritin g s  
of th e  Freeman, show ed h is  opponents th e  te r ­
rib le  s tru g g le  t h a t  la y  befo re  th e m  a t  hom e 
w ith  a o n ce -tru sted  leader, a b e tte d  by  th e  
chief N ational da ily  p ap er in  Ire lan d , in  fu ll  
a ssau lt a g a in s t th e  u n ity  of th e  P a r ty . 
A t th e  opening  of th e  second day ’s proceed­
ings, hours w ere consum ed in  th e  read in g  of 
th e  “ m ach ined” reso lu tions, a n d  M r W illiam  
F ie ld , of B lackrock, fig u red  as th e  c a p ta in  of 
several s tag e  arm ies a l l  “  so lid  fo r  th e  chief.”  ! 

T H E  A M ER IC A N  D ELEG A TES’ M A N IFE STO .

A long  d iscussion arose over th e  m an ifesto  
from  th e  I r is h  d e leg a tes  in  A m erica. U lt i ­
m ate ly , M r P a rn e ll was ob liged  to  ask  M r 
H en ry  C am pbell to  read  th e ir  p ronouncem ent. 
In  th e  m idd le  of i t  th e  ch a irm an , on 
th e  a le r t  fo r ev e ry  chance to  c re a te  a  diver" 
sion, called  a tte n tio n  to  a p assage  w here th e  
delegates said  :—

So painfully alive were we to  all th a t  m ight be 
involved in the loss of such a leader th a t we 
eagerly co-operated with our colleagues in every 
effort to re ta in  his influence in  our councils.”

On th is  he  asked  :—
I wish to  know w hether th a t  refers to  communi­

cations made to  them  since the issue of M r Glad­
stone's demand for my resignation or before it.

There have been statem ents made th a t communi- 
I cations have been made to  Mr Dillon—communi­

cations independently of those sanctioned by the 
m eeting of th e  P arty , and I  th ink we ought to 
have all these communications before us.

T H E  MESSAGES TO A M ERICA .

T his, of course, le d  to  th e  w ished-for con­
tro v ersy , w hich, h ad  th e  m a jo rity  declined  en­
te r in g  in to , w ould  have  been  s t i l l  m ore m isre ­
p re se n te d  in  I re la n d  th a n  i t  was. A t th e  
m eeting  on W ednesday , N ovem ber 26, i t  w as 
decided th a t  th e  w hips, in  con junction  w ith  
M r B a rry  an d  D r Com m ins, as th e  m over a n d  
seconder of th e  re so lu tio n  of th a t  day , should  
send  a  m essage to  A m erica. M r Pow er, th e  
la te  sen ior w hip , d e layed  doing do ing  so, and , 
b e in g  rem in d ed  by  M r B arry , M r P ow er th en  
d ra fte d  th e  fo llow ing  te le g ra m :—
^ í í eeting adjourned ti l l  Monday. 'Sexton, 
A1 Carthy, A rth u r O’Connor, B arry, Commins, 
Sheehy, Dickson, W ebb, F lynn spoke in favour of 
P arnell’s reconsidering position. Colonel Nolan, 
Blane, Conway, W . M acdonald, H untly  M‘Cartliy, 
and D r Kenny supported Parnell.

M r Jo h n  B a rry  exp la in ed  th a t  M r R ich ard  
P ow er h a n d ed  h im  th e  m essage in  th e  lobby 
a n d  le f t  h im . M r B a rry  th e n , w ith  D r 
Com m ins, a f te r  w a itin g  over a n  h o u r 
fo r h is  re tu rn , s e n t th e  above cab leg ram  
to  M r G ill, F if th  A venue Ifo te l, New 
Y ork. T h is  appeared  a  v e ry  sim ple explan  a- 
cion of th e  m a tte r , b u t  in  th e  m idd le  of th e  

; d isp u te  M r C am pbell ju m p ed  u p  by  M r P a i-  
n e ll’s side and , in  a  loud  voice, said , ad ­
d ressin g  M r B a rry  (who s a t  a t  th e  end  of 
th e  room , a n d  w as ju s t  th e n  speak ing  to  Dr 
Com m ins a n d  M r C hance)

I  rise to  strongly support the argum ent pu t fo r­
ward against these infamous proceedings on the 
p a rt of th e  caucus in  the corner (cheers, and cries 
of “ Oh ! ” )

M r B arry—I  rise to  order.
The Chairm an—W hat is your point of order ?
M r B arry—M r Campbell pointed his hand to 

th is  part of th e  house, and spoke of the infamous 
caucus in th e  corner. I  respectfully  subm it th a t 
is not in  order

Mr P arnell—The country will have to  decide as 
I to  your proceedings (cheers). I  shall confirm Mr 
! Campbell’s words if necessary (cheers).

Mr B arry—More shame for you.
AN E X C IT E D  O U T B U R ST  PR O M  M R  C A M PB ELL.

T he sec re ta ry , be ing  th u s  encouraged , w en t 
on to  dec la re  in  d e fian t to n es—

I  look upon i t  as the most infamous thing; th a t 
has ever happened before the Irish  people th a t 
your colleagues, who ought t s  ^ave supported you 
and stood by you, and shown . ou fa ir play in a 
fa ir fight, th a t they  should have grme behind your
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back and wire-pulled, telegraphed, done every­
thing th a t was infamous to  mislead our colleagues 
in  America as to the position which you still hold 
in th is Party . If I  had known, for one, th a t th a t 
telegram  was about to be despatched, I  should 
have insisted upon rising a t this board to  te ll the 
people whom I  represent, and to te ll the Irish 
people the  world over, th a t I  was with you, so 
th a t my colleagues in America, humble though I 
might be, should know th a t I  had not deserted 
the man who had never deserted the Irish  cause. 
I  brand as infamous the action of colleagues who 
would thus go behind th e ir backs and try  to  cu t 
your th ro a t before the  Irish  people.

T h is e x tra o rd in a ry  o u tb u rs t  ab o u t th e  
sim ple te rm s  of a  d espa tch  w hich i t  was u n ­
an im ously  ag reed  shou ld  be sen t, an d  w hich 
con ta ined  a  colourless s ta te m e n t of fac ts  
draw n by  th e  h a n d  of M r R  Pow er, a 
le ad in g  su p p o rte r of th e  C hairm an, was 
ta k e n  to  show th e  s ta te  of M r P a rn e ll’s m ind, 
filte red  th ro u g h  th e  secre tary . T he debate  
becam e hea ted , and  charges and  co u n te r­
ch arg es as to  repo rts  of p riv a te  m eetings being 
called  by ind iv id u a ls  an d  as to  th e  m essages 
se n t to  th e  delegates in  A m erica w ere m ade.

COM ING BACK TO T H E  P O IN T .

A fte r  an  h o u r’s w ran g lin g  M r H ealy  a t ­
tem pted  to  b rin g  th e  discussion back to  th e  
m ain  issue. H e sa id  :—

I  rise to  appoint of order. I  ask if the chai:* 
will be good enough to  inform me what is the 
question before the meeting ?

M r Edw ard H arrington : No, no.
M r Parnell : A d s 'ssion has been opened by 

M r B arry on the question of communications with 
th e  delegates in America, and the discussion will 
have to proceed to  its  end.

M r T M H ealy : A nother piece of pure obstrue- : 
tion (cheers).

Mr P arnell (vehemently) : I  th ink th a t is a 
most insolent and im pertinent observation— 
(counter cheering)—a most insolent and imperfci- ; 
nen t observation (renewed cheering, and loud 
cries of “ Oh, oh ! ” )

Mr B arry : I  rise.
Mr Parnell : Sit down, M r Barry, please.

. Mr B arrjr : Allow me.
Mr Parnell : I  will not allow you, sir.
M r llea ly  appealed to  his friends not to  con­

tinue the discussion. I t  is evident (he said) and 
paten t to  every man who will apply his mind to 
th is question, and not allow himself to  be in­
fluenced by th is kind of red herring which has 
been drawn across our path, th a t M r Parnell 
-asked th e  delegates to  suspend th e ir judgment 
pending the issue of his manifesto, and th a t then 
having th a t manifesto before them they sta te  j 
they came to  the ir conclusion upon th a t mani­
festo, and upon the merits of the case pu t for­
ward therein  by Mr Parnell.

M r H ealy ’s appeal proved unsuccessfu l, and  
a  discussion on th e  send ing  of te leg ram s to  
America was again  resum ed. T h is being  ex­

hau sted , M r P a r_  jll ca lled  on M r Cam pbell 
to  go on w ith  th e  read in g  of le tte rs  an d  te le ­
gram s. T h is  occupied considerable tim e , and 
a t  le n g th  th e  debate  was resum ed  an d  M r 
Jam es O’K elly  was ca lled  upon.

M R O’K E LL Y  MAKES A PLE D G E .

H e delivered  a  pan eg y ric  on th e  leadersh ip  oi 
M r P arn e ll, d u r in g  w hich he  was asked— 
“ W h a t ab o u t th e  p a rty  p ledge ?” “ As fo r th e  
p a r ty  p ledge,” sa id  M r O’K elly, “ if  I  am 
b ea ten , I  sh a ll re s ig n  m y seat. I  w ill do 
n o th in g  in  th is  p a r ty  w hich is n o t s tric tly  
honourable.”  L ike th e  R edm onds, however, the 
m em ber fo r N o rth  Roscommon has n o t re ­
m em bered th ese  words.
M R . A R T H U R  O’CONNOR ON T H E  R E -EL EC T IO N  

OF M R. PA R N E L L .

M r A rth u r  O’Connor succeeded M r O’Kelly. 
and  delivered  one of th e  m ost te ll in g  speeches 
In  th e  course of i t  he  said—

Gentlemen, on th a t black and dismal day within 
the last th ree weeks when the resu lt of the pro­
ceedings in  the Divorce Court were made known 
I  fe lt th a t for me a t least, and, 1 believe, for I re ­
land, th e  continuation of Mr Parnell as chair­
man of th is  party  was impossible. I  speak for 
myself, and I  say th a t from th a t  moment Mr 
Parnell is an impossible leader ; and I  believed 
then, and I  believe now th a t Mr Parnell is an 
impossible leader for the  people of my race. 
When on Tuesday, entering th is  room. I  found 
a resolution in  course of proposition I  
was, I  adm it, ashamed, overwhelmed, 
and confused. (Hear, hear, and “ O h!” )
I  arrived  a t  th e  conclusion th a t i t  m ust 
have been through some understanding or 
another. I  considered myself in the position of 
one of the Old Guard of Napoleon giving a  part­
ing salute.

M r E H arring ton—You won’t  ride oft’ with th a t 
plea here.

M r A O’Connor—A fter th a t m eeting, when 1 
found myself in consultation w ith other n*em­
bers of the party , I  did declare, with»»at h esita­
tion, w ithout a compromise or qualification, tj-v.
.[ considered th a t th e  vote of thr-t afternoon 
should be reconsidered, and before I 
knew of M r G ladstone’s le tte r, b«i*ore, I believe, 
any member of th is  party  knew of M r Glad­
stone’s le tte r  I  had already urged upon 
some of my colleagues the necessity of taking 
immediate action, so th a t the character and 
dignity of th is  party  might be preserved., and 
th a t we might not be influenced by the opinion of 
any English statesm an or party  Many questions 
have been raised in  the course of tm s dabat* 
which are beside the real point. The reul issue 
before us is simple. We all understand it. 
There is no shirking. I appeal to  the rrwefcing to 
come to a clear and definite decision on th* real 
issue. In  the m eantim e, w hatever motion is put. 
from the chair, I  shall so vote as to  show, in my 
opinion, a t least, th a t the  chairm anship of Mr 
Parnell should be determ ined. W hen the deci­
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sion of the party  is ascertained, if i t  is found to 
be adverse to what I  conceive to  be called for by 
the painful situation which we are in, I  shall at 
once surrender to  my constituents the  tru s t  they 
have committed to  me, and I  shall surrender i t  
uncompromised.

M rW  J  C orbet th e n  read  on t a  speech from  a 
w ritten  m anuscrip t, in  which he declared  th a t  
th e  m ovem ent a g a in s t M r P a rn e ll was a  p lo t 
h a tch ed  by  th e  enem ies of Ire lan d . S ir 
Thom as Esm onde expressed h is  concurrence 
in  M r A r th u r  O’Connor’s sen tim en ts, and  his 
opinion th a t  M r P a rn e ll’s leadersh ip  w ould no 
longer be serviceable to  Ire lan d .

M R . PO W ER  SU PPO R TS T H E  A D M IN ISTR A TIO N .

T hen  came th e  la te  M r R ich a rd  Power, 
who in  effect said  th a t  he h a d  sup ­
ported  M r B u t t  a g a in s t M r P arn e ll, 
and  a f te r  h is  d ea th  h a d  supp o rted  M r Shaw, 
and  vo ted  a g a in s t M r P a rn e ll a t  h is  o rig in a l 
e lec tion ; th a t  he  h a d  never opposed any  
leader, and  would su p p o rt th e  p re se n t one.

M r C rilly  th e n  m ade a  sh o rt b u t  affecting 
and  effective speech a g a in s t M r P a rn e ll, w hich 
concluded as follow s :—

I t  is alm ost breaking my heart’s strings to  give 
the vote I  am going to  give. I  came into th is 
Party  ani nated  by the one holy, burning, ambition 
to serve the cause of Ireland. I  will serve her 
un til I  die. And although I  am voting against 
you to-night I  am voting for the liberty  of I re ­
land.

M R . M. J .  K EN N Y ’S SPEEC H .

M r M J  K enny  followed, an d  w as re g a rd e d  
as h av in g  m ade one of th e  very  b e s t speeches 
of th e  whole debate . A ddressing  th e  c h a ir ­
m an, he said  :—

Mr Parnell, 1 believe your m anifesto has ren ­
dered it  perfectly impossible for M r Gladstone, 
Sir W illiam H arcourt, or Mr Morley on any 
fu tu re  day to enter into cordial relations with 
you. I  should like to  know if any members of 
this Party  contemplate a fu tu re  alliance w ith the 
Tory Party  (hear, hear) ?

M r E H arring ton—If i t  serves our purposes, 
yes.

Mr M J  Kenny—For my part I  decline to  throw 
Ireland back for ten or tw enty years in order th a t 
an alliance might be formed w ith the Tory Party , 
^rbich might break down a t a  critical moment, as 
i t  is sought to  break down our alliance now.

SPEEC H  OF A V ETERA N  H IL L S ID E R .

M r J F X  O’B rien , who m ade one of th e  
m ost ou tspoken speeches in  th e  debate , th en  
sa id—

M r O’Kelly to ld  us th a t  we have nothing to 
hope from the L iberal Party . Then w hat was the 
meaning of our alliance w ith the Liberal Party 
for the past five years? W as i t  a sham ? Mr

O’Kelly also said we gave ourselves away some 
years ago to  the Tory Party. Under whose leader­
ship did we do th a t ? I t  was also said th a t we 
gave ourselves away to  the  Liberals. Under 
whose leadership did we do th a t?  M r O’Kelly 
also referred to  the waning influence of the Irish  
in America. M r Eugene Kelly, of New York, 
said th a t commenced after the proceedings in  the  
Divorce Court.

Mr Parnell—He said nothing of the sort.
Mr J F X  O’B rien—Then, if he didn’t,  i t  would 

have been a very becoming th ing to r him to say 
(cheers).

Mr P arnell—Why didn’t  you say i t  on Tuesday* 
sir (cheers)?

Mr O’Brien—On the question of leadership I  
wish to  say th a t we have had very little  leader­
ship of any kind from M r Parnell during the past 
five years (hear, hear). As for me, a fte r th e  
Divorce Court expose, I  came to  the con­
clusion th a t  your continued leadership was in ­
tolerable and a disgrace. In  re-electing you la s t 
Tuesday we were only paying you a compliment, 
for we thought you intended to  resign. As to  th e  
Haw arden meeting, I  don’t  th ink  th a t the people 
of Ireland will be satisfied w ith your explanation. 
You say you knew th a t  M r Gladstone had become 
false to  us.

Mr Parnell (loudly)—I  did not say he had be­
come false to you.

Mr O’Brien—I  «rill allow th.e people of Ireland 
to  th ink about th a t for them selves, M r Parnell. 
You kept silence on th a t  treachery , and left your 
colleagues under the impression th a t all was safe 
to  go about the country praising Mr Gladstone. 
I  leave you, Mr Parnell, to  convince the people of 
Ireland of the  honesty of your p a rt in  th a t  grave 
m atter. For myself, th is  is the most anxious 
moment of my political life of over forty  years. 
Twenty-three years ago I  stood face to  face with 
Judge Keogh in the dock a t Cork. I  can te ll you 
th a t on th a t occassion my pulse was not stirred  
in  the slightest. I  fe lt as calm as if I  was sleep­
ing in  my bed a t th a t moment. I  cannot say th a t 
now. This is the most wretched moment of my 
life, for I  see shattered  by you, who brought us 
to  a splendid position, all the hopes of Ireland. 
I t  now depends on you w hether the  people of 
Ireland shall continue to  remember the name of 
“  P arnell” w ith love and gratitude.

M R . D A LTO N  ON A U STR A LIA .

T h en  followed M r Jam es D alton , who, u n til  
M r Jo h n  R edm ond a rriv ed  from  Ire lan d , had  
been stro n g ly  a g a in s t M r P arn e ll, an d  signed  
some of th e  req u isitions. H e cla im ed to  re ­
p resen t Ir ish -A u s tra lia n  opinion, and  speak ing  
in  i ts  nam e, he sa id  h e  declined to  give h is  
vo te  fo r th e  se llin g  of th e  Ir ish  lead er to  an 
E n g lish  p a rty  fo r any  price w hatever. Follow ­
in g  h im  cam e M r H arrison . H e h a d  also  
s igned  one of th e  req u is itio n s a g a in s t M r 
P arn e ll. H e described  h im self as “ the 
youngest an d  m ost obscure m em ber of th e  
p a rty ,” an d  th e n  to ld  h is  colleague? 
th a t  th ey  would be insane an d  afcupid, an<i 
g u ilty  of egregious folly  to  abandon  th e  b ea t
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D i d  g re a te s t lead er th e  I r ish  people ever had  
fo r vain  and  illu so ry  p ledges from  M r G lad­
stone. Since th is , M r H arriso n  Í6 rep o rted  to  
have m ade a  speech in  Chicago in  w hich he 
said, “ th e  m en who oppose M r P a rn e ll in  I r e ­
lan d  to-day a re  tra ito rs , boors, and  co wards.”

C LO SIN G  SPEECH ES.

Follow ing M r H arriso n  came M r Jam es T u ite , 
who spoke u n d e r g re a t em otion. H e d irec tly  
addressed him self to  th e  chairm an, and  in  a 
firm, u n fa lte rin g  voice sa id  th a t  a lth o u g h  i t  
was w ith  g re a t p a in  th a t  h e  came to  a  deci­
sion to  vo te  a g a in s t M r P a rn e ll’s leadersh ip , 
yet, in th e  in te re s ts  of Ire lan d , he  fe lt  bound 
to  do so. M essrs P  J  O’B rien , Condon, Jo rdan , 
and  K ilb ride, th e n  m ade em phatic  p ro tes ts  j  

ag a in s t M r P a rn e ll co n tin u in g  in  th e  
cha ir, an d  M r H ayden  a n d  M r B lane 
w ere h ea rd  contra, th e  la t te r  expounding 
ce rta in  theological, doctrina l, an d  m oral 
views on th e  law  of divorce. T h is  was th e  
end.

B EFO R E T H E  D IV IS IO N .

A ll who could speak on M r P a rn e ll’s 
side h a d  spoken, and, no one else  ris ing , 
th e  division on Colonel N olan’s am endm en t 
w as ta k e n  ab o u t m id n ig h t. I t  w as now 
p re tty  w ell know n how th e  v o tin g  w ould 
be. M r P a rn e ll stood up. H e was cool and  
collected, hav ing , as th e  tim e  wore on, g ra ­
du a lly  m aste red  h im self an d  reg a in ed  h is  
self-control. H e rea lised  th a t  th e  m a jo rity  
desired  to  be m odera te  in  ac tion  an d  would 
no t len d  them selves to  any  violence o r tr ic k  
of w hich a t  f irs t he seem ed ap p reh en ­
sive. The debate  a t  th e  end  d rag g ed  
very  w earily—th e  Parnellifces a ll ex h au stin g  
them selves accord ing  to  in stru c tio n s. One of 
th e  la s t  speakers, how ever, w as M r Jo rdan , 
w ho h ad  on th e  T u esday  of h is  re-election  
sto u tly  ra ised  h is  voice a g a in s t M r P arn e ll 
re ta in in g  th e  chair.

M R P A R N E L L ’S G R IM  JO K E .

W hen M r Jo rd a n  rose, M r P a rn e ll 
yaw ningly  b e n t over to  M r Sexton an d  m u r­
m ured  w ith  audacious hum our, “ I  say, Sex­
ton , are  you fellow s going to  keep th is  th in g  
up  a ll n ig h t !”  M r Sexton w hispered th t  
g rim  p lea san try  to  M r H ealy , who sa t nex t 
him, and  th e  d ry  joke passed ro u n d  th e  long  I

Í horse-shoe ta b le  as th e  d regs of th e  
debate  w ere being  poured  out.

H O W  T H E  Q U ESTIO N  WAS P U T .

T he m a jo rity  w ere ex trem ely  anxious le s t 
th e  speak ing  should  be dropped sudden ly , 
so as to  enable a  division to  be snatchec1 
w hile th e ir  m em bers (who w ere passing  in 
and  ou t on various du ties d u rin g  th e  tw o days) 
m ig h t be a b sen t from  th e  room. On th e  
w hip, M r R ich ard  Pow er, be ing  com m uni­
ca ted  w ith , how ever, he  s ta te d  th a t  M r P a r ­
n e ll “ would give 10 m in u tes’ law ”  to  b rin g  up 
absen tees, as he, too, - feared  th a t  some 
of h is own frien d s m ig h t be b ela ted . A 
b rie f  in te rv a l, therefo re , elapsed a f te r  th e  
speaking  had  concluded u n ti l  i t  was know n to 
th e  m anagers on b o th  sides th a t  “  a ll th e  m en 
were in .”  T he division w as tak en  a f te r  m id­
n ig h t. T he la rg e  room was lig h ted , no t by  
gas, b u t  by lam ps and  candles p laced  on th e  
tab les , n o t fo r th e  genera l illu m in a tin g  of th e  
room, b u t  fo r th e  purpose of read in g  and  
w ritin g . Those a t  th e  end  of th e  room could 
scarcely  see M r P a rn e ll’s fe a tu re s  as h e  rose 
to  p u t  th e  question , fo r a ll except th e  tab les  
was in  shadow. M r P a rn e ll took  a  p rin te d  lis t 
of th e  P a r ty  in  h is  hand , an d  w ith o u t b e tra y ­
in g  th e  s lig h te s t  excitem ent, said, in  a  firm  
voice : “  I  sh a ll now p u t  th e  am endm en t,” and  
h av in g  read  i t  ou t, c r ie d . “  A ll who a re  in  
favour of i t  w ill say  4 Aye.’ ”  T h ere  was a  t r e ­
m endous r in g in g  “ A ye” from  h is  friends. I t  
seem ed as if th e  tw en ty -n ine  responses were th e  
voices of as m any  hundreds. “ Those on th e  
co n tra ry ,”  sa id  M r P arn e ll, “ w ill say ‘No.” ' 
T he “  No!”  ro lled  back  loud  and  long,
s ta r t l in g  in  i ts  fierceness an d  de­
fiance. T he p a r tin g  of th e  w ays had
come. O ld friends and  t ru s ty  colleagues 
who fo u g h t to g e th e r  d u rin g  m any  a  try in g  
h o u r an d  fo r m any  a  long  year, now g lared  
across th e  ta b le  a t  each o ther.

“ S TR IC T  PA RLIA M EN TA R Y  F O R M .”

“  I  th in k  th e  ayes have  i t ,” said  M r P a r e i l ,  
ru lin g  to  th e  la s t in his own favour, th ough  
w ell know ing th e  inev itab le  division would 
im m edia te ly  give denial to  th is  la s t
piece of “ chairm ansh ip .”  I t  was a ll in  
“ s tr ic t  P a rlia m e n ta ry  form .” A th u n d e rin g  
sh o u t h u rled  back, “  th e  noes have i t .”
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“ W e ll/5 said he, “ I  w ill call ou t th e  nam es 
alphabetically , an d  each  g en tlem an  w ill 
answ er aye or no as h is nam e is called .”  So he 
called  each nam e on th e  ro ll, stoop ing  over 
th e  desk to  g e t th e  l ig h t  on h is  lis t, w hile eager 
p a rtisan s  on both  sides tick ed  th e  nam es off and 
num bered  them . W hen  th e  C hairm an sang  
o u t h is  own nam e, “ P a rn e ll,” and  responded, 
“  Aye,” h is henchm en loudly  cheered. B u t 
th is  was th e  only m an ifesta tion , a  n a tu ra l one 
enough, d u rin g  o r a f te r  th e  division. Of 
course, accord ing  to  “ s tr ic t  P a rliam en ta ry  
form ,” th e  C hairm an o r Speaker never votes, 
e x c e p t  n  c a s e  of a  tie .

T he follow ing was th e  re s u lt  :—
F o e  t h e  A m e n d m e n t — 29.

Blaue H arrison O’Connor, John
Byrne Kenny, Dr O’Hanlon
•Conway Leamy 0 ’Kelly
Corbet Macdonald,W A Parnell
Clancy M‘Carthy, J  H Power, R
Campbell M 'K enna, Sir J Quinn
D alton Mahony Redmond, J
Fitzgerald Maguire Redmond, W
H arrington, E Nolan, Colonel Sheil, E
Hayden Nolan, Joseph 

A g a i n s t —44.
A b ra h a m Healy, M O’Keeffe
Barry Jordan O’Brien, J  F
Chance Kilbride Pinkerton
Crilly Kenny, M J Power, P  J
Condon Knox Reynolds
Cor Lane Roche
Commins MacNeill Sexton
Deasy M‘Donald, P Sullivan, D
Dickson M‘Car tan Sheehan
Esmonde M‘Carthy, Ju stin  Stack
Foley Murphy, W  H Sheehy
Finucane Morrogh Tanner
Flynn Molloy 

O’Connor, A
Tuite

Fox Webb
Healy, T M O’Brien, P  J

A P A IN F U L  SIL E N C E .

M r P a rn e ll th e n  to t te d  u p  th e  num bers, 
an d  said, coldly, “  I  find  th a t  th e  noes 
are  44 an d  th e  ayes 29, so I  declare 
th e  noes have  i t  by a  m a jo rity  of 15.” T he 
annoucem ent of th e  n u m b ers  was received 
w ith  a lm ost a p a in fu l silence. N ot a  w hisper 
was h ea rd  in  th e  room. T h e  ch a irm an  was 
th e  f irs t to  b reak  th e  s tilln ess  by su ggesting  
( i t  was th e n  very  la te )  th a t  i t  w ould  be w ell 
to  ad jo u rn  u n ti l  n e x t day. T h is  was p rom ptly  
ag reed  to , an d  th e  m ee tin g  broke up.

A F T E R  T H E  D IV IS IO N .

T he lobby of th e  H ouse was b o iling  over 
rvith excitem ent, w aiting  th e  re s u lt  of th e  divi- ! 
sion, fo r a l l  in te re s t h ad  fled from  th e  business |

of P a rlia m e n t p roper, an d  L ibera ls  and  Tories 
a like  ta lk e d  an d  th o u g h t of n o th in g  b u t  th e  
debate  in  Room 15. Said M r Goschen, th e  
C hancellor of th e  E xchequer, to  M r John  
M orley—“ I t  w as th e  m ost perfec t debate 
I  ever read .”

I t  was in  accordance w ith  M r P a rn e ll’s cha­
ra c te r  th a t  he  shou ld  affect to  th in k  lig h tly  
of th e  fac t t h a t  a  g re a t m a jo rity  of h is col- 

. leagues had  vo ted  a g a in s t his leadership . On 
, leav ing  C om m ittee Room No 15 th a t  evening  
: he expressed  h im self to  some P ressm en  as 

“ m ore th a n  satisfied  w ith  th e  re su lt of th e  
division.”  H e c learly  considered i t  was only 
th e  b eg in n in g  of th e  s trugg le . A fte r th e  
d iv ision  he  canvassed  m em bers who h ad  voted 
a g a in s t h im  to consider th e  question  s till 
fu r th e r  an d  to  vote fo r h im  th e  n ex t tim e. He 
used to  say  to  h is supporters , “ W e have only 
to  g e t back  e ig h t m en to  have  a  m ajo rity ,” 
and  a ll h is  energ ies were now s tra in e d  to  th is  
end  and  to  s ta r t  an  issue to  decompose th e  
m a jo rity  a g a in s t him .

T H E  CLANCY CO M PRO M ISE.

T he n ex t day  (W ednesday) M r P a rn e ll 's  
i  friends sp ru n g  a  fre sh  am endm en t. I t  

becam e a fte rw ard s  know n as “ th e  C lancy 
com prom ise.”

F o r  some days M r C lancy h a d  been  in  an 
aw kw ard  position , and  h av in g  vo ted  fo r 
Colonel N olan 's am endm ent, ow ing to  p r i ­
v a te  p ressu re , he  fe l t  t h a t  he  h a d  done 
enough. B u t M r P a rn e ll w ith  g re a t 
d ex te rity , su itin g  th e  m otion  to  th e  
m an, fa th e re d  on h im  w h a t M r Sexton 
a fte rw ard s described  as “  a  trap -d o o r am end­
m en t.” T he p roceedings com m enced w ith  M r 
H en ry  C am pbell read in g  th e  u su a l supp ly  of 

I te leg ram s in  fav o u r of M r P a rn e ll, to  w hich 
no one now p a id  th e  sm a lle s t á tte n tio n . T hen  
th e  ch a irm an  ca lled  M r C lancy, who sa id —

I  hope I  have found the way out of the terrib le  
difficulty in  which we are placed—and a t  all 
events I  hope for a calm and im partial considera­
tion  of the proposal which I  have to  make. I 
m ust confess th a t I  was staggered by M r Glad­
stone’s le tte r . I  was staggered also by its  re ­
sults. I  feel th a t a g reat deal of harm  has been 
done, and th a t  possibly the Home R ule cause 
may be in jured by Mr P arn e ll’s re ten tion  of tlie 
leadership.

B u t h a v in g  a d m itte d  so m uch, he  de­
c la red  th a t  h is  “ u napproachab le  le a d e r was
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the  m ost perfect em bodim ent since th e  tim e  of 
H ugh  O’N eill, of th e  im m o rta l s p ir i t  of I r ish  
N atio n a lity  !” and  th e  follow ing th e n  moved 
am endm en t—

T hat, in view of the difference of opinion th a t 
has arisen between M r Gladstone and M r Parnell 
as to  the accuracy of Mr P arnell’s recollection of 
the suggestions offered a t Hawarden in reference 
to suggested changes in and departures from the 
Home Rule Bill of 1886 on the subject of the  con­
tro l of the Constabulary and the settlem ent of the 
Land Question, the W hips of the Party  be in­
structed  to  obtain from Mr Gladstone, M r John 
Morley, and Sir W illiam  H arcourt for the informa­
tion of the P arty , before any fu rther considera­
tion of the  question, what th e ir views are with re­
gard to  these two vita l points.

IN  T H E  CLOUDS.

T he cleverness of th is  consisted  m  th e  fac t 
th a t  i t  h ad  n o th in g  to  say to  th e  question  of 
th e  chairm ansh ip , b u t  hav ing  been  devised by  
th e  chairm an, i t  w ould, of course, be ru led  by 
him  to  be s tr ic t ly  re lev an t. I t  p u t  M r 
P a rn e ll’s opponents, if th e y  re jec ted  it, in  
th e  position  of h av in g  i t  sa id  of th e m  th a t  
they  re jec ted  a p lan  to  tak e  “  assu rances ” 
from  th e  L ibera ls , and  flung them selves 
b lind ly  in to  th e ir  arm s, w hile if  th e y  accep ted  
th e  m otion, i t  le f t open th e  q u estion  how th e  
sa tisfac to rin ess  of th ese  assu rances w as to  be 
determ ined , supposing  th em  to  be given, and  
involved, w hile th e y  w ere be ing  so u g h t for, 
a long  delay  an d  ad jo u rn m en t, an d  a  fu r th e r  
w rangle  on th e ir  c h a ra c te r  a f te rw a rd s  
if th ey  w ere given, o r over th e i r  re fu sa l 
if th ey  w ere n e t. M eantim e th e  " le a d e rsh ip ” 
question  w hich th e  p a r ty  h ad  m et to  se ttle  
was h u n g  u p  aw ay in  th e  clouds.

P E R T IN E N T  Q U ESTIO N S.

M r P a rn e ll was o u t w hen M r C lancy concluded  
and  M r H ealy  s ta r te d  th e  p o in t as to  who was 
to  judge  th e  sa tisfac to riness of th e  L ibera l 
assurances if th ey  w ere accorded. M r Sexton 
asked  w ould M r P a rn e ll re s ig n  if th e  p a r ty  
declared  them  sa tisfac to ry . M r R edm ond 
sa id  he would. M r C lancy sa id  M r P a rn e ll 
shou ld  be sen t for, as th e  m a tte r  h ad  now as­
sum ed g re a t g rav ity . M r P a rn e ll th e n  e n ­
te red , and  resum ed  th e  ch a ir  (w hich in  h is 
tem porary  abstence used  to  be filled by e ith e r 
M r J u s t in  M‘C arth y  or M r R. Pow er). M r 
H ealy  proposed th a t  th is  p o rtio n  of th e  p ro ­
ceedings, involv ing  th e  fu tu re  of Home R ule, 
chould  no t be g iven to  th e  P ress  a t  p resen t,

i b u t  m erely  no ted  by th e  rep o rte rs , who m ig h t 
rem ain . T h is was ag reed  to . T h ere  seem ed 
g rea t hope th a t  an  am icable te rm in a tio n  of 
th e  conflict could be a rran g ed , an d  in  view 
of th e  desperate  stru g g le  w hich m u s t re su lt— 
th e  risk s  to  th e  ev ic ted , th e  d es tru c tio n  of th e  
A m erican m ission, th e  lock ing  u p  of th e  P a ris  
F u n d s—a b rea th less  an x ie ty  p rev a iled  a t  th is  
ju n c tu re , w hen M r Sexton rose to  deal w ith  th e  
proposal.

M R  SEXTON ON T H E  CLANCY PR O PO SA L.

H e sa id  :—
As its  language now stands i t  does not bear im* 

m ediately or obviously on our proceedings a t the- 
conferences during the week, bu t Mr Clancy and 
Mr Redmond sta ted  th a t if such communications 
were authorised by th is party  and a reply were 
made, and th a t the  reply were found to  be sa tis­
factory, M r Parnell would voluntarily retire. I 
heard th a t s ta tem ent w ith unfeigned gratifica­
tion. I t  is the first moment I  have had during 
these terrib le  days when I  seemed to  see some 
hope, however fain t. I t  enabled me to  hope th a t 
M r P arnell would put i t  out of the power of any 
one to  say th a t in  th is  crisis he preferred his per­
sonal in terests to  the in te rests  of h is country, 

j  The questions which I  th ink you m ight absolutely 
determ ine, and which would enable us to  proceed 

1 to  an adiournm ent un til twelve o’clock to-morrow,
I would be these—firstly, in th e  event of such 

au thority  being given to  com m unicate, and a 
reply being received, who would be the judge of 
the satisfactory  character of the reply ? And as 
the communication would be made on the part of 
th is party , would you, Mr Parnell, be content to 

' allow the m ajority of th is party , upon th e ir  re- 
| sponsibiüty to  the  people, to  determ ine on ques- 
I tions upon which our ideas are p re tty  identical—
I  to  determ ine w hether or no t th e  reply was satis- 
! factory? And, in the second place, if  the  reply 

were received and the m ajority of the party  de­
term ined the reply to  be satisfactory, would you 
then  voluntarily  re tire  from the leadership of the 
party  ?

M r P a rn e ll rep lied  am id st in ten se  ex c ite ­
m en t :—

Mr Sexton asks me a practical questions as to  
w hether my retirem ent from the leadershio of 
the party  and from public life—(cries o f ‘ Not 
from public life” )—would be governed by the 
decision of the party , or my own view as 
to  the  satisfactory natures of the replies 
of those statesm en to  these questions and those 
two vita l points, as to  the control of the  Irish 
Constabularly and the fu ture powers of the  Irish 
Parliam ent. W ith regard to  the land question 
I have every belief, and I  feel every confidence, 
with such an issue as th a t before the Irish  party, 
the question as to  securing in th e  fu tu re  those 
two im portant provisions for an Irish  Parliam ent, 
there  could be no difference of opinion w hatever 
between myself and the party  as to  whether these 
fu rther declarations, if given, were satisfactory 
or not. That is my belief. Mr Sexton will seo 
th a t he is asking me a very sudden question on a 
very im portant m atter, and th a t  i t  would be fa ir
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to give me twenty-four hours, between now and 
our meeting a t twelve o’clock to-morrow, for the 
consideration of the subject, before giving a 
fuller reply.

On th e  m otion of M r Sexton, th e  m eeting  
th e n  stood ad jo u rn ed  u n til  tw elve l'clock , 
n ex t day.

A V IS IT  TO B R IG H T O N .

T h a t n ig h t was an  anxious one w ith  th e  
m a jo rity  of th e  p a rty . T hey discussed in  
groups toge ther, an d  for m any hours, th e  
prospects of peace and  reunion. W h a t 
counsel M r P a rn e ll took before th e  n ex t 
day’s m eeting , I  am  no t in  a  position  to  sta te , 
b u t th e  tra d itio n  in  th e  p a r ty  is th a t  th e  
source of h is re tu rn in g  obstinacy  a f te r  he 
appeared  in  a  y ie ld in g  mood was due to  th e  
v is it  he  m ade to  B righ ton .

A SU B T ER FU G E  FOUND-

T here  was a  p u n c tu a l a tten d an ce  of every 
m em ber n ex t day. M r P a rn e ll was one of th o  
e a r lie s t to  a rriv e . A nx ie ty  w as v isib ly  fe lt  
in  every  q u a rte r . T h ere  was no read in g  of 
th e  bogus reso lu tions and  got-up  te leg ram s 
t h a t  m orning . B oth sides expected  an  im m e­
d ia te  dec la ra tion  from  M r P a rn e ll, an d  he  did 
no t indeed  leave th em  very  long  in  doubt. 
H e sa id  w ith  an a ir  of nonchalance—

W ell, gentlemen, the  consideration which \  
have been able to  give th is  m ost im portant m at­
te r  has been assisted by a consultation w ith my 
friends, and I  may say, in  the  first place th a t Mr 
Sexton will be the first to  adm it th a t he asks us 
to  some ex ten t to  enlarge the scope of the amend­
m ent as i t  was pu t before the  meeting by Mr 
Clancy. He asks me to  sta te  th a t, in  the event 
of the inform ation to  be obtained from M r Glad­
stone, M r Morley, and Sir W illiam  H arcourt 
being satisfactory to  the  party , th a t I  should con­
sider then  th a t the question of the chairmanship 
had been determ ined. I  wish to  show him in 
w hat way th a t question enlarges the  resolution 
or the amendment. The am endm ent requires 
th a t we are to  ascertain  before any fu rth e r con­
sideration of th is question, th a t is, of the chair­
manship, the views of Mr. M orley, and S ir Wm 
H arcourt for the inform ation of th e  party . 
W ith reg ird  to  these two v ita l points M r Sexton 
as*ks me, before we have obtained th is  information, 
to bind myself practically to  accept, w ithout any 
fu rther consideration of the  question, the definite 
judgment of the party  upon the m atter. Now I  
wish to say with regard to th a t proposal a t once 
th a t I, having placed myself in the hands of my 
friends in regard to  th is m atte r a t the commence­
m ent, I  could not agree to surrender ray respon­
sibility, or any part of my responsibility.

A M ERE RED  H E R R IN G . ^

W e were, therefo re , to ld  th a t  th e  Clancy 
a m en d m en t was a  m ere red  h e rrin g , for

assurances or no assurances i t  w ould leavo 
us as reg a rd s  th e  ch a irm an sh ip  exactly  where 
we were. In  th e  coolest way M r P arne ll 
said :—

Now, gentlemen, in  order to  facilita te  your 
coming to a conclusion, I  have drafted  a resolu­
tion, which, if you wish and th ink  proper, I  will 
move—

“ That, in the opinion of the Irish  Parliam en­
tary  Party , no Home Rule B ill will be satisfac­
tory  or acceptable to  the Irish  people which will 
not confer the  immediate control of the  Irish 
police by the Executive responsible to the Irish 
Parliam ent ; and, secondly, which does not confer 
upon the Irish  Parliam ent fu ll power to  dec,l with 
the Land question.”

H e th e n , in  a  b u rs t  of co n cen tra ted  passion, 
denounced M r G ladstone as “ an  u n riv a lled  
sophist,” a  “ g arru lo u s o ld  m an.” H is p a rty  
w ild ly  cheered  th is , an d  from  th e  o th e r sido 
cam e loud  cries of “ Sham e !”  a n d  “ No, no !”
“ If ,” sa id  th e  chairm an, “ th is  reso lu tio n  13 

adopted, I  w ould th e n  fu r th e r  propose th e  fol­
low ing one :—

“ ‘ T hat a sub-committee be appointed by th'-. 
party, consisting of the whips and of five mem • 
bers from those who were in a m ajority, and of 
five members from those who were in a minority 
on Colonel Nolan’s amendment ; and th a t to  those 
people be en trusted  the duty of selecting from 
among them selves th ree  delegates from each sido 
to  seek an interview  w ith Mr Gladstone, S irW m . 
H arcourt, and Mr Morley, for the purpose of as­
certaining w hether th e ir  views are in accordance 
w ith the views of the party  on those points as 
above expressed, and w hether they will agree to » 
embody those views in the ir Home Rule Bill and 
make them  v ita l to  the  m easure.’ ”

T h ere  was a  m om entary  conference between 
M essrs J u s t in  M‘C arth y , Sexton, and  H ealy 
w hen M r P a rn e ll resum ed  h is  seat. I t  was 
fe lt  th a t  he  supposed he  could tr ifle  w ith  th e  
P a rty . “ Y ou g e t up  !”  w hispeied  M r Sexton, 
w hereupon M r H ealy  rose and  delivered  one 
of th e  b o ld est an d  m ost e loquen t speeches h« 
ever made.

M R. P A R N E L L  IN T E R R U P T S  FO RTY -FO U R

T IM E S . •

M any h ea ted  scenes an d  offensive in te r ru p ­
tions occurred  d u rin g  its  delivery, b u t  th e ;' 
only seem ed to  nerve th e  m em ber for N orth  
L ongford  in to  fresh  exertions. T he Freema > 
re p o rt show s th a t  M r P a rn e ll a lone in te r ­
ru p te d  h im  no less th a n  44 tim es ! 
T h a t a  ch a irm an  charged  w ith  th e  d u ty  of 
p reserv in g  o rder an d  conducting  deb a te  im 
p a rtia lly  shou ld  co n tin u a lly  in te r ru p t , owin&
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to  his own position  being  involved, showed th e  
inconvenience of th e  conditions u n d e r w hich 
th e  discussion h a d  to  be conducted. M r H e a ly  
opened  by say ing—

I  have heard with considerable amazement the 
extraordinary speech which has ju st been deli­
vered. L ast night, as I  understand, a proposition 
was agreed to  by acclam ation to  adjourn th is 
m eeting un til to-day, in order th a t i t  m ight be de­
term ined whether the proposal pu t forw ard by Mr 
Clancy was a really bona fide one. N aturally  wo de­
sired to  know, to  use th e  words of M r Chairman, 
w hat value we were getting for the  acceptance of 
such an amendment, and of the  tim e th a t would • 
be consumed in its  discussion. We wanted to 
know, before we allowed ourselves to  en ter upon 
a prolonged discussion for th ree  or four days 
more, or as long as th e  resistance of my friends 
conducting i t  may endure, w hat are th e  exact con­
ditions under which we are debating the m atter 
in  reference to  which M r Sexton pu t th e  very 
n a tu ra l and pregnant question w hether if we ac­
cepted the conditions assumed, la ten t though not 
patent, in  M r Clancy’s amendment, th a t then  a 
golden bridge would be found out of th is  difficulty. 
W hat, then , did M r Sexton propose ? And now 1 
ask the meeting to  observe th is. F ir s t  and fore­
most we were prepared to  accept the principle of 
M r Clancy's amendment, and we were prepared
to stand or fall-----

Mr Parnell—Excuse me, M r Healy. There 
must be something before th e  chair.

M r Healy—There is your speech, and I  will 
answer it.

M r Parnell—I  think M r Clancy’s amendment 
should be seconded first.

M r Campbell—There is  nothing before the 
meeting.

M r H ealy—I am before the meeting.
M r Campbell—I repeat there is nothing before 

th e  meeting. (“  C hair.” )
M r H ealy—I  am before the chair, and then  

continuing, he said—I  would invite our friends 
on the opposite side, even M r Campbell, 
to show some little  sense of discretion.
I  was saying when I  was in terrup ted  th a t 
the position we take  up was this. Yes, we 
are prepared to  accept the principle of Mr Clancy’s 
amendment—namely, to  obtain from the Liberal 
party  satisfactory assurances—(hear, hear)—on 
the two points alleged by Mr. Parnell to  be in 
question. Assuming, then , th a t we are willing to 
accept th e  am endm ent in  principle, what will 
follow ? W hen our whips come back from the 
L iberal leaders we w anted to  know who was to  
determ ine w hether th e  interview  was satis­
factory or not. W e pu t the  plain question to 
Mr Parnell.and he asked, and it  was a very natu ra l 
request, th a t he should be allowed tw enty-four 
hours to  determ ine it.

Mr Parnell—I  only took twelve hours.
Mr Healy—I  am sure we would be very glad 

to have granted you tw enty-four d«.vs. Mr 
Parnell has refused-1—

M r P arnell—I have not. T hat is an entire 
m isrepresentation of my position.

Mr H ealy—I am putting th e  view as your 
speech struck me, and I  am endeavouring to  do so 
against a flood of in terruption .

Mr P arnell—If  M r Healy is going to  complain 
o f  the tone of my speech——

i l r  H ealy—I am not going to  make any com­

plaint. I  am about to  address myself to  the 
political ingredients of the speech, and not its  
tone. Mr Parnell has refused to  subm it this 
m atter to the  judgm ent of his Party .

M r Parnell—N ot a t all. Nothing of the sort.
M r Healy—And he has proposed new conditions. 

We adjourned last night gladly and joyfully in 
the hope of peace, on a d istinct offer made by \ia 
to know was Mr Parnell in  th is  m atter going to 
rely on the judgment of his P a rty  not by 44 votes 
to 29, b u t on the judgm ent of men including Mr 
R ichard Power, t >r Kenny, Mr Leamy, M r Con­
way, and of leading friends on th e  other side.

Mr P arnell—C ertainly, they are all en titled  to 
judge i t  ju s t as well as I  am.

Mr H ealy—I  will not notice th e  in terrup tion  
fu rther. M r Parnell was asked, would he in  th is 
m atte r accept the judgm ent of his P arty , and if 

I lie will not do so w hat is the value to  us in  dis- 
! cussing M r Clancy’s amendment? (Hear, hear).
! Are we fools ? Are we to  spend our tim e here,
I first in  elaborating the amendment which on 
Í being accepted is to  have no value ? And 
j when we send our deputies to  the Liberals,
; and spend weeks, forsooth, deliberating whether 
I the answer is satisfactory or not, M r Parnell will,
1 la s t as well as first, refuse to  re tire . “  In  vain is 
i the net »pread in  th e  sight of any b ird .” The 
! position is th is . There are eighty-six members 
! of th is party  ; there  are here, I  think, aeventy- 
i  three, and according to  M r P arnell’s views if 
! there were seventy-two to  one, and th a t  one wai> 

H enry Campbell, he would refuse to  subm it him­
self to  the judgm ent of his party . W hy (said Mr 
Healy', does Mr Parnell now w ant Mr Clancy s 
am endm ent w ithdraw n ‘.J Why does he want new 
proposals su bstitu ted  ?

M r P arnell—Because you made an additional 
: proposal yourself in  Mr Sexton’s speech not in ­

cluded in  M r Clancy’s amendment.
M r H ealy—Precisely, because we w anted to 

know w hat we were discussing M r Clancy’s 
amendment for. W e w anted to  know if we gavo 
up our opportunities and tim e in  disoussing tha 
amendment, where we were to  bo when it  was 
carried. And where are we to  be? I  will te ll 
you. F irs t and foremost we are to  engage in a 
contention, a necessary contention, as to  the 
form, verbiage, and substance of the  amendment, 
having hammered it  in to  some shape upon which 
there can be substan tia l or general agreement. 
Then two gentlemen or some au thority  is to  bo 
appointed to  confer w ith the L iberal leaders. 
They are to  be the W hips. Mr Power is a strong 
friend of the view held on the o ther side, and ho 
is to  be one of the  deputation. W e are to  be 
honoured by being allowed to  join a representa­
tive. Very well. Then they come back, and th is 
party  has adjourned un til to-morrow, and may be 
they  cannot m eet the Liberal statesm an, and they 
do not come back, say, t i l l  Monday.

Mr P arnell—H ear, hear.
M r Healv—T hat falls in  entirely with M r Par­

n e ll’s view. He cheers it.
M r Parnell—I t  falls in  w ith yours, when you 

«poke of tw enty-four hours not being sufficient to 
settle  i t  (hear,hear).

Mr H eaiy—And then  when they come oack, 
this party  is to  be re-assembled, and we aro to 
re-discuss the entire m atter. The judgm ent oi 
these two gentlem en, approaching the question 
from wholly opposite views, is to  be debated 
hours and hours, days and days, and we in the 
and are to  be exactly wLe.e we were. Assuming
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th a t Mr Power—and I  think it  was Mr Deasy who 
was suggested from us—agreed, Mr Parnell will 
say. “ Yes, gentlemen, you are a ll of opinion 
th a t the assurances of the Liberal P arty  are 
satisfactory, bu t I  have my responsibility.”

Mr Parnell—My declarations on th a t point waz 
distinct and absolute.

Mr Healy—“ And I decline to  submit to  tfco 
majority. ”

Mr Chairman, continued Mr Healy, either Mr 
Parnell is willing to  place himself on the basis of 
Mr Clancy’s amendment, in  the  hands of his 
party , or lie is not (hear, hear). He says th a t he 
has been unable, in the  course of eight years’ i 
acquaintance with Mr Gladstone, to get a stra igh t ; 
answer from him, and th a t his (Mr P arnell’s) 
answers are always straight.

Mr Parnell—So they are.
M r Healy—I will ask him for * straiffh’ 

answer. I t  is one capable of an affirmative or a 
negative. If we agree to  send and ask, as M r 
Clancy requests, the L iberal leaders for an 
answer on the two questions, will you then  sub­
m it to  the determ ination of th e  m ajority of the 
party as to w hether they are satisfactory or not 
and if they pronounce them to  be satisfactory 
will you re tire  from your position ?

B ut M r P a rn e ll was too c lever to  be en ­
trapped , an d  would go no fu r th e r  th a n  to
say—

I have told you th a t th is resolution does no* 
free me from the responsibility, and th a t  I 
decline to  do anything unless th e  p arty  assumes 
the responsibility which I  am willing to  yield.

“  DO YOU T H IN K  W E ARE C H IL D R E N ”  ?

Then, answ ered  M r H ealy , am id st t r e ­
m endous cheering  from  h is frien d s—

The m ajority of the party  is willing a t  once to 
assume th a t responsibility, and if you will only 
allow Mr B arry ’s resolution to  be withdrawn, 
and allow our resolution—which you refused to 
allow to be pu t on Monday la s t—to  be pu t now 
the party  will a t once proceed in  its  executive 
responsibility (cheers), W hat M r P arnell wants | 
is th a t Mr Clancy’s amendment be withdrawn, 
and necessarily M r B arry ’s resolution also w ith­
drawn, because his own resolution cannot com& 
on un til the  road is cleared in th a t way. The 
technique of th is  business is one th a t we are not 
unskilled in. We were taugh t a lesson in  i t  on 
Monday. We were to ld  th a t F riday  next in Mr 
B arry’s resolution was F riday  last. I  don’tknow  
what i t  will be to-morrow, perhaps F riday  month. 
But I  say, in order to  enable Mr P arnell’s resolu­
tion to  be pu t forward, th ere  would be no ques­
tion of leadership before the party . M r Clancy’s 
a nendment and Mr B arry’s resolution are  to  be 
withdrawn, and then , on the question of the chair­
manship being withdrawn, th is  p a rty  would b? 
engaged in discussing, not the  present leadership, 
bu t the  prospects of a Home Rule Bill. Do you 
think we are children ? No, sir, we are no t chil­
dren. And, therefore, I  thought i t  righ t to  stig­
m atise, a t the opening of these proceed­
ings, as extraordinary th e  speech to  which 
we have ju st listened from the chair. 
Our chairm an says M r G-ladstone is unabl® 
to give a t stra igh t answer. I  would like to  
know, if th is  party  were allowed to  give expres­
sion to  it, whether they th ink we have had

stra igh t conduct or stra igh t answers since last 
night ? No, sir, M r Clancy’s amendment is 
before the meeting. On tha!; amendment we have 
asked a question, and to  th a t question we have 

! not received th a t straight answer which i t  is Mr 
1 P arne ll’ boast in public life he has always been 
i  enabled to  give. No, we are to  be trapped in to  

the withdrawal of Mr Clancy’s amendment, and 
necessarily Mr B arry’s proposal, because when 
I  asked Mr Parnell w hether his proposal was to  
go as an amendment or a resolution he said a 
resolution.

M r P arnell—T hat is indifferent to  me, whether 
we have it  as an am endm ent or a resolution. 
I t  simply contains my views on the question 
Mr Sexton put to  me. Ï reg ret you don’t  con­
sider i t  a stra igh t answer bu t i t  is my answer, and 
upon th a t  answer I  will stand or fall before the 
country.

Mr Healy—Then you will fall, Mr Parnell (loud 
cheers). And now th a t both sides have made up 
th e ir minds, w hat is the use of fu rth e r debate > 
(Cheers and interruption.)

M r Clancy (violently)—Away w ith him. Away 
with him.

M r John O’Connor—Crucify him. Crucify him  
(cries of “ Shame,” and “ Oh, oh” ).

M r Condon—I th ink th a t is an expression 
th a t should no t be made use of (hear,

; hear). Some of us who have taken part in  
th is discussion against you, Mr Parnell, have 
conducted th a t  discussion in  a fa ir and honour­
able spirit, and, I  th ink, you and the members ot 
your party  should try  to  induce these gentlemen 
to  restra in  themselves (cheers).

M r P a rn e ll took no notice, b u t  M r O’Con- 
| no r a fte rw ard s  den ied  th a t  th e  Freeman r e ­

p o rte r  was accu ra te  in  a t tr ib u t in g  th o  
expression to  h im , an d  i t  is  believed  th a t  i t  
was M r W  J  C o rb e tt used  th e  words “ C rucify 
h im .”

M R  H EA LY  QUOTES T H E  PA RTY  PLED G E. 

R esum ing  h is  speech, M r H ealy  proceeded :—
I  ask, then, w hat is the advantage to  us of con­

tinuing th is  debate ? I  see none. I t  is suggested 
th a t we are going to  closure our friends. No, sir; I 
propose th a t we allow them  to  ta lk  them selves out. 
We shall s it here, or a  sufficient number of us 
shall sit here, and when you have your speeches 
delivered we will re tu rn  and we will vote your de­
position, be i t  to-day, or to-morrow, or Saturday, 
or Sunday—aye, the be tte r the day the b e tte r  the 
deed. We have heard of the uselessness of get­
ting pledges from M r Gladstone except they are 
in w riting. Our pledges are all in  w riting, and 
we have bound ourselves by a solemn obligation 
—including our chairm an—to  sit, act, and vote 
with the m ajority of th is  party—(cheers)—and 
now the hillside men are to  be appealed to. I  
te ll our chairm an th a t  we entertained the view 
th a t we were engagedinthose debates on the basis 
th a t we were dealing w ith comrades and friends 
—w ith men bound by the solemn pledge to  submit 
to  the judgm ent of th is  party .

M r P arnell—H ear, hear. Undoubtedly.
M r H ealy—And we have now ascertained, r.s 

plainly as words can speak them, th a t our debates 
are a mere consumption of tim e, because when they 
are term inated th ere  is to  be no respect paid to  our
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decision (hear. hear). We will come to  a deoi- 1 
3 io n  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  and when it  is come t o ,  you, ; 
sir, declare in advance th a t you will defy it. 
W hat are we debating ? Why are we debating ? 
We entered into th is  room with you as colleagues 
e n g a g e d  in addressing our in tellects to  reasons, 
and you te ll us now in advance th a t when it  is all 
concluded, when the decree of th is  p a r t y  has 
been solemnly registered, th a t then, for you, the . 
resu lt is not submission to the N ational will but 
insurrection against i t  (prolonged cheers). I  tell 
Mr Parnell he is no g rea ter man th an  the ma­
jority of th is party  (loud cheers). I  te ll him that, 
judged by every constitu tional principle, this 
party  is the reg ister of the au thority  of the Irish 
nation (renewed aheering). W hen we began th is 
discussion on Monday last we knew we were 
dealing w ith men every man of whom had put in 
w riting a solemn vow made—if i t  were necessary 
to make i t  more solemn—in the face of N ational 
conventions, th a t  he would subm it to  th e  autho­
rity  of th is party .

Mr W  Redmond—Or resign his sea t (cheers).
Mr H ealy—W hat is the pledge ? I had much to 

do with the drawing of it. The term s in  substance 
a r e —“ T hat I  will s it, act, and vote w ith the 
Irish  P arty , a.nd th a t, if i t  should appear by a ma­
jority  of tw o-thirds of the party  th a t I  have failed 
to  do so, I  will resign my sea t.” B ut the pledge to 
act w ith the party  and respect its decisions to  be 
bound by the m ajority is absolute (hear, hear).
I  say, le t us know here, and now, w hether o ther I 
resolutions are to  be brought forw ard like th a t of 
Mr Clancy, who will not te ll us the tim e he com­
m unicated w ith M r P arnell ? Are there  a series 
of resolutions in the pockets of other gentlemen, 
like the cham bers of a revolver, each one to  be 
grafted on to  the resolution of M r B arry?—and 
then , having expended our tim e, our in te llects— 
ay, and our health—in these discussions, are we 
to be told, in the end, by you, sir : “ I  have no 
reg ird  for your deoision. I  have been talking 
here simply against tim e. I  deride your autho­
rity , and I  appeal against i t .” A door m ust be 
either open or shut. W e m ust know where we 
stand ; and I  have no fear, on my part, knowing 
w hat I  do of the keenness of my countrym en, tha t 
any man w ith an in tellect superior to  the  in te l­
lec t of a sparrow will be misled by the sophistries 
of th a t deliverance.
M R  PA R N E L L  ON M R GLADSTONE : B IT S  FRO M  

H IS  S P E E C H E S .

T hen  a m id s t very  try in g  in te rru p tio n s  
from  M r P a rn e ll, Colonel Nolan, and  D r 
F itzg e ra ld , M r H ealy  re fe rred  to  th e  ac­
ceptance of M r G ladstone’s Home R ule B ill 
now derided , a n d  tu rn e d  to  M r P a rn e ll’s 
p raise  of M r G ladstone.

Mr Parnell (said Mr Healy) only six months
o was entertained by his colleagues a t the 
estm inster Palace H otel. On th a t occasion he 

said he ‘‘ undertook to  hold aloof from all English 
a rties un til an English party  would concede to 
reland the ju s t rights of the Irish  people.”
Mr Parnell—H ear, hear.
Mr H ealy—W ill he cheer wfcvt follows ?
M r Parnell—Every word of it. Read it.
Mr H ealy—Every precious wo *d. (Reading) :

“  That tim e has since come.”  W here is the cheer 
for th a t ?

M r P arnell (mildly)—H ear, hear.
M r Healy—I  have ex tracted  i t  a t last, ra ther 

feeblv, I  suggest. (Reading) :
“ T hat tim e has since come about when an Eng­

lish P a rty —a great English P arty , under the 
distinguished leadership of Mr Gladstone, has 
conceded to  Ireland those rights, and has enabled 
us to  en ter into an honourable alliance, honour­
able and hopeful for our country .”

M r H ealy—W ith “ a garrulous old m an.”
Mr Parnell—T hat is interpolation.
Mr H ealy (reading) :—
“ Honourable for th a t g rea t English P arty , an 

alliance which I  venture to  believe will la s t.” 
W hat broke i t  off ? (Loud applause.)

Mr Parnell, Colonel Nolan, and I)r  Fitzgerald 
each replied, “ G ladstone’s le tte r .”

Mr Healy—I t  perished in the stench of tho 
Divorce Court. (Reading) :—
“ An alliance whioh I  venture to  believe will 
last and will yield perm anent fru it, and will re­
su lt in  a kn itting  together of G reat B rita in  and 
Ireland in a tru e  and real union, and in a consoli­
dation which will defy tim e. The great Im perial 
in terest we do not desire to  lim it, and which 
Englishm en are righ t in  insisting should be pre­
served above all others. We are happy, and Ire ­
land is happy, th a t th is  tim e has come when wo 
can shake the hands of Englishm en w ith the con­
sciousness th a t in doing so we sacrifice no pria- 
ciple or hope for the fu tu re  of our country.” 
On the 30th June last M r Parnell was satisfied 
w ith the L iberal allianoe, satisfied th a t in  th a t 
alliance he sacrificed no hope or principle 
for the  fu tu re  of his country. And now 
Mr P arnell describes M r Gladstone as 
th is li garrulous old m an,” th is  “  unrivalled so­
ph ist,” who never gave a stra igh t answer, and 
yet we are to  go h a t in  hand to  th is  “ garrulous 
old man ” who has given the la tte r  years of his 
life to  our cause—(applause)—and having tram ­
pled upon his grey hairs and bespattered  them 
with mud, then  you are to  ask him for term s a t 
the instance of the man who has maligned and 
insulted him. T hat is th e  position taken up by 
Mr Parnell. If Mr Gladstone had no dignity he 
might give an answer, bu t I th ink he might 
be spared insults beforehand. He m ight say 
“ I  am insu lted  by th e  chairm an of your party , 
and if he cannot refrain  even among yourselves 
from term s of abuse and anger tow ards me, how 
can I  give an answer which, I  may be told; is to  
lead to  his political destruction  ?” T hat is the 

: suggestion put forward, and th a t is the m atter 
which we in telligent men are asked to  debate 

I this afternoon. I continue my reading—“ The 
only man* of distinguished genius before the 
public as his g reat final and crowning work, the 
task  of finding the sure method in which might be 

I en trusted  to  Ire land  her own destinies, while she 
also is privileged to take a share in  the greater 
in terests  of the empire. I  am confident th a t Mr 
G ladstone’s genius will be equal to  th e  task , th a t 

I he will be powerful enough to  reconcile and 
assuage the prejudices which s till unhappily pre- 

i vail to  some ex ten t.”
Mr Parnell—H ear, hear.
M r H ealy—I  wonder he never succeeded in as­

suaging Mr P arnell’s prejudice.
M r Parnell—He never lias, and never will 
M:* I le a ’. -T hen he never assuaged your pïeju-
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dice and you hoped lie would assuage those of 
yotrr countrymen.

Mr Parnell—H ear, hear.
Mr Healy—“ Physician, heal thyself.” You re­

commend the Gladstone prescription to  the Irish  
nation, and you declare in advance th a t the ir pre­
judices may safely be allayed, and they may safely 
accept th e  aid of M r G ladstone’s genius, b u t he 
cannot allay your prejudices. I  re ta in  my hillside 
opinion of the  entire transaction . I  w ill conclude 
the reading.—“ T hat he will be able to  show his 
countrym en how th e  tru e  in terests  of the  nation 
and of Im perial safety may be reconciled to  the; 
self-government of Ireland by her people, and th a t 
a g rea t measure of Home Rule for our country 
will be the resu lt—a  m easure which w ill be p rac ti­
cally accepted by the great m ajority of th e  English 
people as a settlem ent of the Irish  question.” 
I say to  M r Parnell, in  conclusion, th a t  nothing 
has occurred since th e  30th of June , and nothing 
has occurred since the 19th of November, to 
change my opinion of M r Gladstone. Nothing 
has occurred since these dates to  tu rn  me back 
into th a t course of h a tred  tow ards th e  English 
people out of which you led me. I  shall m aintain 
my position. I  shall invite my countrym en to do 
the same; and I  declare my belief is, th a t  though 
you, a Frankenstein , who, having created  this 
party, are able and determ ined to  destroy it ,  I  say 
you w ill discover th a t  there  is sufficient civic v ir­
tue and public courage among th e  men who are 
your comrades to  prevent, for th e ir  country, any 
such hopeless and hapless consummation. We 
will go into th is  fight armed, as we believe, by 
every feeling of patrio tism . W e will go into it, 
founding ourselves, not upon th e  opinion of an in ­
dividual, b u t upon the opinion of the elected re­
presentatives of th e  Irish  race, chosen and se­
lected by th e  sovereign au th o rity —by the Irish 
people—guided, sir, under your guidance. We 
m il go into it, pu tting  forw ard th e  claim th a t  in 
th is m a tte r we are on th e  side of prudenoe, of
i'ustice, and of righ t ; and w hatever be th e  insu lts 
uirled a t  me by any section of my 

countrymen, w hatever ta u n ts  may be ad­
dressed to  me in  th e  course of th is  feud, 
I w ill endure them  as we have endured ten 
years of slavery in  th is  H ouse, ten  years of labour, 
ten years of self-suppression, ten  years of sacri­
fice : yet we will go to  our people and we will te ll 
them w hat are the real issues in th is  m atte r, for 
îhough h itherto  some of them  have been covered 
ap and enclosed, we shall not shirk, and I  shall 
not shirk, s ta ting  them  broadly and openly to  the  
people, and w ith  th e  people be th e  verdict. If 
you, sir, should go down, you are only one man 
gone. H eads of greater leaders have been 
stricken on the block before now for Ireland— 
and the Irish  cause remained. The Irish  people 
tan  pu t us down, bu t the Irish  cause will rem ain 
always. F or the fu tu re  I  have no fear. Instead 
®f being distressed, I  am confident and buoyant; 
instead of wishing myself dead, as I  have heard 
«ome men do, I  am glad to  be alive for Ire land— 
1 a-m glad in  th is  hour of her sorrowful destiny— 
fco be able to  stand w ith her ; and stand w ith her 
we shall, be the issue w hat i t  may.

As M r H ealy  resum ed  h is  sea t, h is  col­
leagues b u r s t  in to  p ro longed  cheering , w hich 
was sg a in  a n d  ag a in  renew ed.

M R  RED M O N D ’S SPE E C H .
P a rn e ll a t  once ca lled  on M r Jo h n

R edm ond, w ho described M r H ea ly ’s speech 
' as “ h y s te rica l.”  H e sa id  :—

M r P arnell’s position is clear. He says, I f  I 
find the views of the party  are sound views, then  
absolutely and w ithout reservation I place tho 
leadership of th is  party  in the hands of the ma­
jority  of the party . Aye, a m ajority which I  know 
a t th is  moment to  be hostile to  me and my 
fu tu re .” W hen M r Parnell has made i t  abso­
lutely certa in  th a t  the Home Rule B ill will be a 
reality  and not a sham, then  he will place his 
fu tu re  in the hands of a m ajority which he knows 
is hostile to  him  a t  th is  moment. They are men 

: who are willing to  accept the  vague and inde­
finite assurances of Mr Gladstone as to  the 

I fu tu re  of Home Rule ; who are w illing to  
sacrifice you w ithout thought or heed of w hat 

; the sacrifice would entail upon him ; they  are, 
w ithout knowing fully, why they  are so doing, 
going to  sacrifice th e  one man who is capable 
of saving the nation. Who is th e  man who, when 
the Home R ule B ill comes to  be settled, can dis­
cuss i ts  provisions on an equal footing w ith the 
leaders of English parties ? There is no such 
man.

M r Healy—Suppose M r P arnell died.
M r P arnell—I  don’t  in tend to  die (loud cheers). 

Suppose M r Gladstone died ?
M r H ealy—If  we hadn’t  any longer M r Parnell 

amongst us, w hat would happen?
M r Redmond—I  w ill answer th a t. I  say th a t 

M r P arnell being among us, why should we 
! drive him  out ? I  assert my belief, th a t th e  de- 
| thronem ent of M r P arnell will be th e  signal of 
i kindling the fires of dissension in  every land 
j where th e  Irish  race has found a  home. L et no 

man accuse me of wishing to  kindle those fires, 
bu t they  w ill be lighted  if th is  act is done, and in 
them  w ill be burned to  ashes the last hopes of 
the Irish  people in  th is  generation for the free- 

! dom of th e ir  country.
M R  SEXTON^S SPE E C H .

M r S exton  follow ed in  a  speech of ra re  elo­
quence. H is  opening  w ords w ere delivered  
w ith  g re a t  ree ling  a n d  v isib le  em otion.

M r Parnell (he said), I  have listened to  your 
speech, I  need scarcely say, w ith profound a tte n ­
tion. I  am sorry I  have no option bu t to  add th a t 
I  have heard  i t  w ith  th e  deepest disappointm ent, 
and w ith the m ost piercing regret. My sorrow is 
deeper—i t  w ill certainly be more perm anent than  
any anger could be, and I  shall endeavour in  the 
solemn words which I  now address to  th is  party  
to  secure th a t my language shall contain no incite­
m ent to  passion. I t  has been made a cause of re ­
proach against some of my hon friends th a t they 
stood by M r P arnell as long as they  possibly could. 
W hat would have been aaid of M r Healy and other 
friends of mine if they  had  not, in  th e  first in ­
stance, endeavoured to  m aintain M r Parnell in his 
position ? Then, indeed, i t  would have been said 
th a t we had yielded to  English clamour. W ere we 
indifferent ? W e stood by M r Parnell so long as 
we thought i t  w ithin the range of hum an possibility 
th a t  the continued leadership of M r P arnell 
in  th is  p arty  was compatible w ith  any re­
maining rational hope of the freedom of our 
country. B ut a t a certain  stage i t  ceased to  be a. 
question of clamour, and i t  became a question or 
political force. F©r w hat were we elected ? Wo
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are  Parliam entary  men. We were elected by the 
people of Ireland to  conduct the Parliam entary 
cause. Our duty is to  guard a t every hazard and 
contingency th e  Parliam entary  fortress. As soon 
as i t  became apparent to  us th a t the  resu lt of Mr 
P arne ll’s reten tion  of his leadership would be in ­
fallibly to  draw  away from the L iberal camp a 
sufficient proportion of the electors of th is  coun- 
xry to render victory impossible, then  i t  was our 
duty to  preserve th a t  hope and to  m aintain th a t 
position, on which M r P arnell himself, in  lan­
guage of burning eloquence, had led and encou­
raged th e  Irish  people to  set th e ir  hearts and 
th e ir hopes. So long as the  in te rest of the nation 
left i t  w ithin our moral competence we stood by 
Mr P arnell for the sake of g ratitude, and 
for the  sake of the  u n ity  of the party . B u t so 
soon as the supreme in te rests  of Ireland be­
came visibly and undeniably concerned, our 
du ty  was wlien th e  cause presented itse lf j  

as between a  nation and a man to  call 
upon the man to  re tire  and to  stand indomitably 
by th e  nation. There have been hum iliating 
episodes in  th e  course of th is discussion. There 
have been expressions used th a t I  hope will be 
forgiven, bu t never can be forgotton. B ut of all 
th a t has happened to  pain me th ere  has been no­
thing to  excite in  me those feelings more potently 
than  the argum ent employed by some of my hon. 
friends th a t th e  cause of Ireland w ithout Mr 
P arne ll becomes a  hopeless cause (hear, hear). 
O ur race is distinguished for political genius. I  
say th a t  no man is necessary. And I  ask you th is 
question, I f  the leadership of M r Parnell be ne­
cessary to  win Home R ule, how is Ireland to  keep 
it?  M ust not Ire land  in  th is  and in every em er­
gency ce;>end upon th e  collective ability  and the 
collective patrio tism  of h ersons?  I t  is clearly 
suggested th a t M r P arne ll’s lead is indispensable. 
There have been sneers a t the  idea of vesting  the 
leadership in  commission. I  say th a t  i t  is per­
fectly possible for th is  p arty  to  e lect am an —and I  
am not now speaking of any one whose election 1 
would excite hostility—to e lec ta  man w ith great 
knowledge of th e  world, w ith rem arkable culture, 
with a  long experience of affairs, and w ith an 
in te llec tual ab ility  which would enable him  to 
cope in any emergency w ith even the most 
sophistical statesm an. I  say i t  would be possible 
to  surround the chairm an ■with an efficient 
Cabinet ; and, as I  have come to  th is  point, le t 
me now say in  public w hat I  have already said in 
private. Every man knows th a t a fte r my recent 
illness, which has reduced my strength  and nerve,
I  have found th a t even th e  lim ited obligations of 
Parliam entary  life have become a  grea t and 
alm ost intolerable burthen, and th a t my desire 
would be to  be relieved of my public obligations.
I say th a t  there  is no personal am bition in  this 
party; I  affirm i t  in  the face of the country th a t 
there is no personal am bition in  th is  party , which 
leed stand in the  way of an ample and efficient 
leadership. L et any man sày w hat he will, th is 
party  is bound together by links of steel, which no 
man and no question of leadership can injuriously 
aifect ; and if  you are to  change your ieader i t  
will be possible for you to  surround him w ith a 
Cabinet ; and in  th is  connection I  may say th a t I  
to ld  Mr Parnell him self th a t on his re tirem ent 
he could nominate the com m ittee—conclusive 
proof th a t a t any ra te  in  the  fu tu re  government 
of th e  party  1 thought there should be 
no ta in t of hostility  to  him or any influence 1 
which could operate detrim entally  to  In la n d .

The “ Freem an’s Journal, ' said M r Sexton, has 
had the fa tu ity  to  speak of me as M r G ladstone’s 
man. I  am not M r G ladstone’s man. I  adopt 
the phrase of Mr Healy, and I  say I  am no m an s  
man. I  say, in all hum ility, th a t  I  am Ireland 's 
man if Ire land  cares to  have me—and I  have to  
add to  th a t, upon my responsibility, th a t I  am not 
prepared to  allow any man to become Ire land’s 
m aster. May a re tribu tion  fall upon me, may i t  
fall upon me now and hereafter, if  I  have ever in  
the course of our tribu lations and victories, if  I  
have ever a t a tim e when we had hopes from the 
1 ory P a rty , or in  the course of our alliance with 
the L iberal P arty , if  I  have ever allowed affection 
or consideration for any party, or for any man, to  
adu ltera te  th e  purity  for one instan t of my love 
and my regard for th e  sacred cause of Ireland. 
Now, will my friends opposite believe me when I  
say th a t I  fe lt th a t the introduction yesterday of 
M r Clancy’s am endm ent created  a hopeful 
change ? I  rejoiced yesterday because I 
thought I  saw an indication on the part 
of M r Parnell th a t personal feeling no longer 
predom inated, and th a t he was willing frankly, 
and upon a reasonable footing, to  make i t  plain 
th a t he was w illing to  make his voluntary re tire ­
m ent the  occasion of doing a service to  his 
country. I  asked him before we adjourned ves- 
terday, upon view of Mr Clancy’s resolution, w:hat 
au thority  would determ ine, in  the event of a 
reply from the L iberal leaders upon the proposed 
negotiations, w hat au thority  would determ ine 
w hether the reply was satisfactory or no t ? W ell, 
I  assure my colleagues th a t  under ordinary cir­
cum stances I  should not have thought such an 
inquiry needful. I t  was only because of th e  ex­
trao rd inary  acumen which M r Parnell has dis­
played in  the course of the debates, i t  is only 
because of th e  fac t th a t the  am endm ent by which 
i t  was proposed to  m eet the only real question was 
ru led  out of order four days ago, i t  was only be­
cause a fte r four days’ debate a ttended  w ith the 
aaost m iserable resu lts, a ttended , w ith the excite­
m ent of passion and rancour in Ire land , and by 
the absolute failure of the  American mission— 
i t  was only because I  saw a t the end of four days 
we had not been allowed to  approach to  a deci­
sion on the only real question a t  issue—th a t  3 
fe lt i t  necessary to  address th a t question to  M r 
Parnell. H is reply was in  these words : “ I  have 
every belief, and I  feel every confidence, th a t on 
such issue as th a t placed before the Irish  P a rty — 
th e  question as to  securing any fu tu re  im portant 
provisions as to  th e  power of the Irish  P a rlia ­
m ent—there  will be no difference of opinion be­
tween me and the party  as to  w hether these 
fu tu re  declarations are satisfactory  or no t.” 
W hy, then  (Mr Sexton continued), is the position 
so much changed between y e s t e r ^ /  and to-day.

M r P arnell—I t  is not changed. '  There is not 
an atom  of change so fa r as you av'e^oncerned.

M r Sexton—I  exerted myself assiduously last 
evening, by conference w ith some of my friends 
to  secure an honourable and amicable settlem ent, 
and I  may say th e ir  hopes were such as do not 
now appear to  me to  correspond with the result. 
I t  was hoped our proceedings to-day would be ex­
trem ely  brief, and would raise no m atter th a t 
could possibly excite discussion. I  accepted M r 
Clancy’s amendment in good faith  ; a t least I  was 
disposed to  receive i t  in good faith . A t half-pas’ 
one yesterday, half an hour before the meeting, I  
asked M r Clancy allow me to  see the term s of 
the resolution. -c*.e informed me be could not
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exhibit the term s of the amendment except by 
consultation. W hat am I to infer? W ith whom 
was he.to oousu.lt? W ith whom but Mr Parnell? 
He did not, I am su re : upon a question involving 
the leadership of Mr Parnell, accept any other 
authority . We came into th is room w ithout hav­
ing seen the term s of the resolution. We asked 
M r Clancy to  read it  a t the opening of his speeoh, 
and even th a t he declined to  do. Why was 
the opportunity denied us of an examina- , 
tion of its term s? I  have to  give an an­
swer, and, Mr Parnell, I  hope you will 
understand th a t in  giving the answer 1 say 
nothing whatever about th e  purpose of those 
who drew up the resolution ; bu t I  cannot express 
my meaning w ithout saying th a t i t  is in  effect a 
trap-door resolution. L et me rem ind you th a t 
un til Mr Clancy was challenged he never estab­
lished any connection between the amend­
m ent and th e  tenure of the chair. Mr 
Clancy’s amendment might have been moved 
a t any tim e w ithin the la s t five years, and 
might have been presented as a m atte r of 
general politics to  the  leaders of the  L iberal 
Party . I  asked him if he was en titled  to  make 
tu rth er communication. Mr. Clancy hesitated , 
bu t Mr John Redmond rose and informed us 
th a t upon a satisfactory  issue resulting  from 
the acceptance of th is  am endm ent Mr. Parnell 
would voluntarily  re tire .

Mr. Redmond—I  presume Mr. Sexton has no 
desire to  m isrepresent me. W hat I  intended to 
say, and w hat I  did say, is th a t if satisfactory  
assurances on these two v ita l points were given 
by Mr. Gladstone, as suggested in  th a t  amend­
ment, Mr. Parnell would resign.

Mr. Sexton—And th a t  is the phrase which I 
m ust describe as covering th e  trap-door,

Mr. Clancy—The reason I  hesita ted  to  give an 
answer to  your question was th a t I  did not 
understand it.

Mr. Healy (ironically)—D id you understand 
mine ?

Mr. Clanoy—I  gave an answer as soon as I  
understood the question.

Mr. Sexton—I appreciate your position, Mr. 
Clancy, and I  shall not press you further.

M r Redmond—You won’t  call him  a  lia r by 
implication.

M r Sexton—C ertainly not. I  will not use th rea ts  
nor innuendoes, nor will 1 im pute falsehood to  
o ther men. Mr Redmond now declared th a t  his 
statem ent was th a t  if satisfactory  assurances 
were given M r Parnell would retire.

M r Parnell—Is  not th a t w hat you recollect me 
to  have said ?

M r Sexton—I  don’t  believe it. M r Redmond 
■yiust have known th a t  the party  would only con­
clude th a t satisfactory  assurances would be as­
surances satisfactory  to  the  m ajority of the party . 
Now, however, closer questioning and keener 
scrutiny have discovered th e  fac t th a t if we were 
to  assent to  M r Clancy’s amendment we might 
m eet here weeks hence, or months for all we 
know, and find ourselves in  a  position in  which i 
all our efforts would be of no avail.

M r P arnell—No.
M r Sexton—Yes, and in  whioh M r Parnell him­

self would be as absolutely d ic ta to r of th e  s itu a ­
tion  as he is a t  present.

M B  P A R N E L L  CHA NGES F R O N T .

U ltim a te ly , u n d e r th e  fire of th is  an d  M r |

H ea ly 's  speech, M r P a rn e ll saw th a t  h is pos* 
tion  w as u n ten ab le , and  suddenly  in  thf' 
m iddle of M r Sexton’s speech in te rru p te d  h im  
to  say  th a t  he agreed  to  re tire  if, as  
th e  re su lt  of M r C lancy’s am endm en t, th e  
L ib e ra ls  gave assurances w hich th e  p a r ty  
vo ted  to  be sa tisfac to ry . So unexpected a* 
change of f ro n t w h e th e r p rem ed ita ted  o r n o t 
obviously took  th e  m a jo rity  a t  a  d isadvan tage . 
A h u rr ie d  conference en su ed  as to  th e  w ord ing  
of th e  reso lu tion  an d  th e  b e s t m eans of c a r ry ­
in g  i t  in to  effect, “ A delegation ,” sa id  
M r Sexton, "  u n d e r i t  w ill w a it im m ed ia te ly  
upon  th e  heads of th e  L ib e ra l P a rty , or, I  
w ould suggest, s t i l l  b e tte r , upon  M r G ladstone  
h im self

M r P arnell—I should in sist strongly upon the 
th ree  leaders, M r G ladstone, Sir W m H arcourt, 
and Mr Morley, being present, for reasons which 
I  can give if necessary.

M r Sexton—M r Clancy’s resolution will form 
the basis of compromise. M r Parnell recognises 
th a t the situation  through whioh our nation is 
now passing, in  which it  is like living in  the crater 
of a live volcano, is not to  be prolonged. T here­
fore there  is absolute necessity for expedition. 
We shall continue from day to  day to  deal with 
this subject w ithout interm ission. H aving laid 
these proposals before M r Gladstone, if the ma­
jority  of the  party  decide by vote th a t  the reply 
of the L iberal leaders is satisfactory  , we are to  
understand th a t M r Parnell will resign. Does 
Mr P arnell accept the  offer ?

M r Parnell—Certainly. You m ight have had 
th a t  a t th e  beginning of the m eeting if you had 
not had M r H ealy’s speech.

M r H ealy—No, sir, if we had not your speech.
M r Sexton (after consultation with some of his 

supporters)—M r Parnell, upon a question of de­
ta il I  suppose there  will be no objection to  appoint 
w ith the W hips one or two represen tatives of 
each section of th e  party  as members of the dele­
gation ?

M r P arnell—You will find th a t very machinery 
in one of my resolutions. I f  you like, four or five 
of us can be formed into a  com m ittee and retir*  
to  consider th a t subject.

M r C lancy 's am endm en t w as th e n  passed 
w ith o u t a  division, M essrs C hance an d  B arry  
s tro n g ly  d issen tin g . A com m ittee  was th en  
form ed co n sisting  of th e  C hairm an , M r Jo h n  
B arry , M r Leam y, M r Sexton, M r T  M H ealy , 
M r J u s t in  M ‘C arth y , and  th e  tw o W hips, to  
a rra n g e  th e  te rm s  of th e  neg o tia tio n s w ith  

I th e  leaders of th e  L ib e ra l p a rty .*  M r B arry . 
I how ever, re fu sed  to  act.

* H ere, probably, i t  ini’ y be useful to  recall » 
speech made nine months afterw ards a t Listowel 
by M r Parnell, in which he said i t  was his oppo­
nents (who m et only to  depose him and not t*
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T he m eeting  th en  ad jou rned , and, except 
th e  m em bers who were e n tru s te d  to  w a it on 
th e  E n g lish  L ib e ra l leaders, a ll  th e  p a r ty  
re tire d  from  Room 15. B o th  sides cheerfu lly  
fra te rn ise d  on leav in g  th e  room. E ach  fe lt, 
o r appeared  to  feel, th a t  an  honourab le  way 
o u t of th e  impasse had  been reached , an d  hoped 
th a t  th e  u n ity  of th e  p a r ty  w ould be p re ­
served.

L E T T E R  TO M R. GLADSTONE.

T he com m ittee  n o m in a ted  in  th e  re ­
solution  selected  from  th e ir  n u m b er M essrs 
Sexton, T  M H ealy , Jo h n  R edm ond, and  
Learc ' \  as a  d ep u ta tio n  to  seek in terv iew s 
w ith  M i G ladstone, S ir W illiam  H arco u rt, and  
M r Jo h n  ÎL >rley. T he w hips of th e  p a r ty  
add ressed  th b  follow ing le t te r  to  M r G lad­
stone  :—

House of Commons, Dec 4, 1890.
S i r —We are directed  to  inform you th a t  a t a 

meeting of the  Irish  Parliam entary  p arty  the fol­
lowing gentlemen have been appointed to  seek 
an interview  with you—namely, M essrs Leamy, 
John  Redmond, Sexton, and T M Healy, to  in­
quire for the inform ation of the party  as to  the 
m anner in which the L iberal leaders would be 
prepared to  tre a t certain  subjects in  th e  event of 
th e ir  being in  a position in  a fu tu re  Parliam ent 
to  deal legislatively with them . The subjects in 
question are the  settlem ent of the  agrarian  diffi­
cu lty  in Ireland and the control of the Irish  
police. A sim ilar request has been addressed to 
Sir W illiam H arcourt and M r John M orley.—We 
have the honour to  rem ain, yonr obedient ser­
vants,

R i c h a r d  P o w e r , \  ■
J o h n  D e a b t , ’ / W h i p a .

The R ight Hon W  E Gladstone.
R E P L IE S  OP T H E  L IB E R A L  LEA D ER S.

To th is  le t te r  th e  fo llow ing  rep lies w ere re ­
ceived th e  sam e n ig h t  :—

1 Carlton-gardens, S W , Dec 4, 1890.
G e n t l e m e n —So far as I  comprehend the tenor 

of the le tte r I  have ju st had the honour to  receive,

discuss “ g u aran tees” ) who insisted  on going 
to  Mr Gladstone—

“ I  did not induce the party  in Committee Room 
15 to  obtain pledges from Mr Gladstone. I  did 
my best, my utm ost, to  persuade them  from going 
to  him. I showed them  th a t he would not give 
pledges in the first place, and, in the  second place, 
th a t if he should, th a t they would be incompre­
hensible and th a t they would not be kept 
(hear, hear), and in re tu rn  I  was told th a t 
I  was heaping abuse upon Mr. Gladstone in 
trying to  enlighten these statesm en as to  his 
cleverness of mind and character and prevent 
them from asking him for pledges. M r Dillon 
said i t  was a most ridiculous thing to  go to  Mr 
Gladstone and ask for pledges. I  agree w ith him 
b u t I  could not help them. They insisted on 
going, and the re su lt was they got nothing 
(laughter).”—“ Freem an,” 14 Sept, 1891.

I  understand th a t  i t  is proposed by you to  con­
s titu te  a body consisting of Sir W illiam H ar­
court, Mr John Morley, and myself, which body 
is to deliver to  you assurances as to the course 
which the L iberal P arty , if in power, would take 
in a fu tu re  Parliam ent with regard to  two of the 
many im portant particu lars connected w ith the 
plan of Home Rule, I  would on no account a t­
tem pt to  fe tte r  in any way your liberty  of com­
m unication in any quarter to  which you may 
th ink  proper to  address yourselves. B ut I  regret 
to  be unable to  en ter upon the point of considera­
tion  of any m atter subm itted to  me in consideration 
w ith a selection of my friends and form er col- 
leagpes which has been made neither by me nor 
by the L iberal P arty  of th is country. I  leave it 
to  you to  consider how far th is leaves i t  open to 
you to  prosecute fu rther your request, and I 
th ink  i t  best a t  the present moment to  abstain 
from touching on any point except the  one I  have 
ju st raised.—Tours faithfully ,

W. E . G l a d s t o n e .

House of Commons, Dec. 4, ’90,
G e n t l e m e n — I  have the honour to  acknow­

ledge th e  receipt of yours of th is  day. W hilst 
expressing my sense of the honour you have done 
me in  desiring to  learn  from me “  th e ’m anner in 
which the L iberal leaders would be prepared to 
tre a t  certa in  subjects in the event of th e ir  being 
in a position in a  fu tu re  Parliam ent to  deal legis­
latively w ith them ,” you m ust perm it me to  point 
out th a t I  have no au thority  to  determ ine such 
m atters, and th a t  M r Gladstone alone, as leader 
of the L iberal P a rty , can speak in  its  name.

You will understand, therefore, th a t  i t  is from 
no w ant of courtesy th a t I  find m yself precluded 
from acoepting an inv itation  to  an interview  
such as you have been good enough to  propose to 
me.—I  have th e  honour to  rem ain, your obedient 
servant,

W . Y. H a r c o u r t .
House of Commons, Dec 4,1890.

G e n t l e m e n — I  am extrem ely sensible of the 
honour of your invitation, bu t i t  is s tric tly  w ithin 
the du ty  of M r G ladstone as leader of the Liberal 
P a rty  to  determ ine the tim e and m anner of s ta t­
ing th e  plan of dealing w ith the subject mentioned 
in  your le tte r , which he would be prepared to  
recommend to  his party  and to  Parliam ent. I  
m ust therefore respectfully beg you to  excuse mo 
from  in tervening in th e  way th a t you propose.-- 
Believe me, yours very faithfully ,

J o h n  M o r l e y .

T hereupon  th e  sub-com m ittee  m e t in  th e  
Sm oke Room ab o u t 11 p  m , w ith  M r P arn e ll, 
who ag reed  th a t  th e  ob jections ta k e n  w ere 
reasonable , an d  th e  fo llow ing second le t te r  ' 
was acco rd ing ly  desp a tch ed  to  M r G lad­
stone  :—

House of Commons, Dec 4 ,189G.
S ir —W e have to  acknowledge th e  receipt of 

your courteous reply to  our inquiry. The names 
of S ir W . H arcourt and Mr John M orley were sug-
?ested with a view to g rea ter convenience and 
acility  of consultation. We are  now instructed  

to say th a t we shall regard an interview  with 
yourself, e ither alone or w ith any of your political 
friends whom you may be pleased to  select for the 

I purpose, as enabling us substantially  to discharge
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the commission w ith which we have been en­
tru sted .—W e have the honour to  remain, your 
obedient servants,

R i c h a r d  P o w e r .
J o h n  D e / s y .

The R ight Hon. W. E. Gladstone.
T he sam e n ig h t M r G-ladstone rep lied  th a t  

he w ould receive th e  dep u ta tio n .
D E PU T A T IO N  TO M R . GLADSTONE.

A t h a lf-p as t tw elve o’clock th e  n e x t day 
(F rid ay ) M essrs Sexton, H ealy , Jo h n  R ed­
m ond, and  L eam y— drove up  to g e th e r in  a 
four-w heel cab, and  h a d  an  in terv iew  w ith  
M r G ladstone in  M r S tu a r t  R endel’s house. 
T he conference la s ted  fo r an  h our. T h e  fo l­
lowing w ere th e  questions su b m itte d  by  M r 
Sexton, a t  M r P a rn e ll’s req u est, on b eh a lf of 
th e  I r is h  P a r ty :—

Clause 21 of the Home Rule Bill of 1886.
(1) To ask th a t  Sub-section (A) of the clause be 

applied to  the Royal Irish  Constabularly as well 
as to the D ublin M etropolitan Police, and th a t 
.Sub-section (B) of th e  clause be om itted.

(2) To ask th a t M r Gladstone shall sta te  
whether th e  L iberal leaders in tend to  deal w ith 
the Land Question them selves in  the Imperial 
Parliam ent, e ither by purchase or on the lines 
of the  measure introduced by the Irish  P arty  and 
supported by the L iberal P arty , or by rem itting  
the question to  an Irish  Legislature.

(3Ï To ask th a t any proposals of tlje L iberal 
Party  in pursuance of the  foregoing articles shall 
be trea ted  as vital.

M R . GLADSTONE READS H IS  R E P L Y .

A fter h e a rin g  th e  d ep u ta tio n , M r G ladstone  
spoke from  a  w ritte n  m em orandum  as fo l­
lows—

Dec. 5,1890.
I  have never been indisposed to  converse freely 

with Irish  members on Irish  policy, and 
there is nothing which I  have heard  from 
Mr Sexton in  the s ta tem en t he has just 
made which tends in any degree to  produce such 
an indisposition. I  have no opinion or in ten tion  
of any kind to  conceal. B ut since w riting my 
le tte r vL last evening I  have read in  the papers of 
to-day the report of the proceedings of the Irish 
Party  a t th e ir  la s t meeting. I  find th ere  no 
appointm ent of a deputation, bu t as far as I 
understand you have been delegated by a com­
m ittee which ( a )  is composed of certa in  persons, 
(6) is appointed to  dispose of a question 
of difference of recollection as to  th e  pur­
port of the interview  a t  Hawarden. I 
fear th a t there  is here a pvelimary 
bar to any communication on the \ >atters 
you desire to  open. I  acknowledge no such 
difference of recollection. I  can say or do noth­
ing which should imply th a t  the general purport 
of th a t interview  is m atte r of doubt. Besides 
my own recollections and w ritten  notes, and the 
recollection of my form er colleagues founded 
thereon, I  rely on the recollections of the 
other party  to  the interview , conveyed in  com­
m unications w ith one or more individuals and in

public speeches both immediately after the 
visit and again when several months had elapsed. 
Viewing, as a  whole, the language used by me in 
my le tte r  to  Mr. Morley, and in my published 
le tte r  of la s t Saturday, I  cannot, apart 
from any o ther difficulty, en te r into u 
discussion having for its  objeot to  dispos<- 
of a difference of recollection which I  do not ac­
knowledge to  exist. F u rth er, I  may say th a t the 
question raised  by my le tte r  to  M r Morley was a 
question of leadership representing w hat I  found 
to be th e  views of the L iberal Party  of G reat B ri­
tain, and having no connection with Home Rule 
or its  conditions. B ut w hat is now requested of 

I me makes th e  question a question of Home Rule, 
and I  am asked to  open a  new discussion on a 

I separate ground. The B ritish  L iberal P arty  is 
enthusiastic for Home R ule, b u t th e  tru s t  which 

! it has committed to  me does no t authorise me to  
open to  such a discussion in  connection w ith the 
question of leadership, on which they  enterta in  

! a separate and decided opinion.
M R . CLANCY’S A M EN D M EN T R E SC IN D ED .

T h e  d ep u ta tio n  th e n  w ithd rew , i t s  fou r 
m em bers w alk ing  back  to g e th e r to  th e  
H ouse of Commons, w here  th e  sub-com ­
m ittee  re-assem bled  a t  2 p  m  in  th e  Ir ish  
W hip s’ Room, an d  u nan im ously  decided, in  
co n su lta tio n  w ith  M r P a rn e ll, to  recom m end 
th e  p a r ty  to  resc ind  M r C lancy’s am endm en t, 
an d  to  ad o p t a n o th e r re so lu tio n . T h e  te rm s  
of th is  s u b s t i tu te d  reso lu tion  w ere fram ed  by 
M r P a rn e ll  as follow s :—

T h at th e  following members of the party , namely 
—M r Leamy, M r John  Redmond, M rT  H ealy, and 
Mr Sexton, are hereby authorised to  request a con­
ference w ith Mr Gladstone for the purpose of re ­
presenting the views of th is  P arty , and of request­
ing an in tim ation of the  in ten tions of him self and 
his colleagues w ith respect to  certain  details 
connected w ith th e  following subjects : F irs t, the 
settlem ent of th e  Irish  land question ; second, 
th e  control of the Irish  Constabulary force in the 
event of th e  establishm ent of an Irish  Legisla 
tu re.

F U R T H E R  L E T T E R  FRO M  M R . GLADSTONE

A p riv a te  m ee tin g  of th e  I r is h  P a r ty  was 
h e ld  a t  4 p  m  a t  w hich  th is  reso lu tion  was, a t 
th e  req u es t of th e  com m ittee , ad o p ted  w ithout 
discussion or e x p la n a tio n ; an d  th e  Whipf- 
th e n  w ro te  to  M r G ladstone  a t  once, en 
closing  h im  a  copy of th e  reso lu tio n  and 
ask in g  h im  ag a in  to  see th e  d ep u ta tio n  
T hereupon , th e  L ib e ra l lead ers  who h a d  been 
m em bers of th e  C ab in e t in  1886 w ere con­
vened, an d  decided  th a t  w hile th e  question  of 
g u a ran tee s  w as e n ta n g le d  w ith  th*. issu e  of 
th e  I r ish  lead ersh ip  i t  shou ld  n o t be 
considered  a  genu ine  docum ent. A t 10 

j p  m  th a t  n ig h t, M r G ladstone se n t th e  
I follow ing rep ly , w hich was b ro u g h t by M r B
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Pow er to  th e  W e stm in s te r  P a lace  H o te l, w here 
M r P a rn e ll, M r J u s t in  M ‘C arth y , M r Sexton, 
M r H ealy , M r J  R edm ond, a n d  M r L eam y 
m et a t  11 p m .

1 Carlton-gardens, Dec 5, 1890.
G e n t l e m e n —I have th e  honour to  acknow­

ledge receipt of your le tte r , transm itting  to me 
two resolutions of th e  Irish  Parliam entary  Party .

By the first of these resolutions the subject of 
our correspondence is entirely  detached from 
connection w ith the conversation a t  Hawarden.

In  the second I  am requested to  receive a depu­
ta tion  which, besides stating  the views of the 
P arty , is i o request an intim ation of my in ten­
tions and those of my colleagues as to  certa in  
details connected with the subjeot of the se ttle ­
ment of th e  Irish  land question and with the 
control of the  Iaish  Constabulary force in 
the event of th e  establishm ent of an Irish  
Legislature. As your le tte r  reached me dur­
ing the early hours of the sitting  of th e  House, 
I  have had th e  opportunity of learning tho 
views of my colleagues in  regard to  such a decla­
ration  of in ten tion  on two out of the  many points 
which may be regarded as v ita l to  the  construc­
tion of a good measure of Home Rule. I  may be 
perm itted  to  rem ind you. as I  m entioned to  the  
deputation  th is  morning, th a t th e  question raised 
by the publication of my le tte r  to  Mr Morley was 
a question of leadership, and th a t  i t  is separate 
from and has no proper connection w ith the sub­
jec t of Home Rule. W e have arrived a t  the  con­
clusion th a t I  cannot undertake to  make any 
statem ent of our jo in t in ten tions on them  or any 
o ther provisions of a Home Rule Bill in  connec­
tion  with the question of th e  leadership of the 
Irish  Party . W hen the Irish  Party shall have 
disposed of th is question, which belongs entirely  
to  th e ir own competence, in  such a m anner as will 
enable me to  renew the form er relations, i t  will be 
my desire to  en ter w ithout prejudice in to  confident 
tia l communication such as has heretofore taken  
place, as occasion may serve, upon all amendment 
of particulars and suggestion of improvements in 
any plan for a measure of Home Rule.

I  may venture to  assure you th a t  no change has 
taken  place in my desire to  press forward 
on the first favourable opportunity a ju st 
and effective measure of Home Rule. I 
recognise and earnestly seek to  uphold the inde­
pendence of the  Irish  Parliam entary  P a rty  no less 
th an  th a t  of the L iberal P arty . I  acknowledge 
w ith satisfaction the harmony which, since 1886, 
has prevailed between them , and when the pre­
sent difficulty is removed, I  am aware of no 
reason to  anticipate its in terruption . From  what 
has taken place on both sides of the  Channel in 
the la s t four years, I >ook forward w ith confi­
dence, as do my colleagues, to  the form ation and 
prosecution of a measure which, in  m eeting all 
th e  ju st claims of Ireland, will likewise obtain 
tho approval of the  people of G reat B ritain . I 
shall a t all suitable tim es prize the  privilege of 
free communication with th e  Ir ish  National 
P arty , and I will finally rem ind you of my decla­
ration  th is morning th a t, apart from personal 
confidence, there is bu t one guarantee which can 
be of real value to  Ireland. I t  is th a t recently 
pointed a t by Sir W illiam H arcourt in  his le tte r 
December 2nd, when he called a tten tion  to  “ the 
unquestionable political fact th a t no party  and no 
leaders could ever propose or hope to  carry any

scheme of Home Rule which had not th e  cordial 
concurrence and support of the Irish  nation, as 
declared by th e ir  representatives in P arliam ent.” 
A fter th is  statem ent of my views and those of m r 
colleagues I  anticipate th a t  you will concur wit i 
me in the  opinion th a t there  would be no advan­
tage in a fu rth e r personal interview .—I have tlio 
honour to  be, gentlem en, yours fa ith fu l^ ,

W. E. G l a d s t o n e .

M r P a rn e ll asked  th e  fo u r de lega tes to  M r 
G ladstone to  d raw  up  and  sign  a m in u te  of th e ir  
in te rv iew  w ith  th e  L ib e ra l leader, w hich th e y  
did. M essrs S exton  a n d  H ea ly  u rg e d  M r 
P a rn e ll once m ore to  bow to  th e  in ev itab le . 
H e sa id  he  w ould  ta k e  th e  n ig h t to  oonsider 
th e  m a tte r , an d  req u es ted  th a t  th e y  w ould 
re tu rn  an d  see h im  a t  11 o’clock n e x t m orning . 
T h ey  p rom ised  to  do so, and  le f t  sh o rtly  before
2 a m ,  w hen  th e y  conveyed th e  new s to  a  
n u m b er of th e ir  co lleagues who w ere aw a itin g  
th e m  elsew here. N ex t m o rn in g , a t  11, M essrs 
Sexton an d  H ealy  ag a in  v is ited  M r P a rn e ll, 
an d  h e  in fo rm ed  th e m  t h a t  h is “ responsi­
b i l i t y "  w ould n o t allow  h im  to  re tire . M r 
H ealy  th e n  to ld  M r P a rn e ll th a t  th e  m a jo rity  
w ould n o t s i t  lo n g er in  Room 15 th a n  th a t  
day, b u t  w ould re t ir e  if  o b s tru c ted  fu r th e r . 
T hey  th e n  le ft, M r P a rn e ll say ing , “ L e t us 
shake hands, if  i t  is  to  be th e  la s t  tim e .” A ll 
shook h a n d s  th e n  a n d  le f t  fo r th e  H ouse of 
Commons.

t h e  l a s t  d a y .

T h e  la s t  day ’s s i t t in g  of th e  p a r ty  to g e th e r  
in  Room 15 h a d  th e n  come. I t  was 
S a tu rd ay , 6 th  D ecem ber, 1890. E v e ry  
m em ber excep t M r O’H anlon  w as in  h is 
place. M r P a rn e ll w as sh a rp ly  p u n c tu a l 
in  ta k in g  th e  ch a ir  a t  noon. A few 
m in u te s  p rev iously  th e  m em bers of th e  m a­
jo r ity  w ere go t to g e th e r  in  th e  C onference 
Room an d  to ld  th e  re s u lt  of th e  efforts 
of M essrs Sexton and  H ealy  an d  th o  
effect of th e  rep ly  of M r G ladstone. T he 
H ouse of Commons does n o t s i t  on S a tu rd ay s, 
b u t  by  th e  favour of th e  S ergean t-a t-A rm s, 
th e  Ir ish  P a r ty  g o t th e  use of th e  C om m ittee  
Room u n til six  p  m, an d  th e  m a jo rity  th e n  
de te rm in ed  th a t  lo n g er th a n  th a t  h o u r th e y  
w ould n o t be fu r th e r  delayed.

CO LLA PSE O P T H E  SESSIO N .

A sec re t reaso n  also ex is ted  for th is  in  th e  fa c t  
th a t  th e  H ouse was to  prorogue for C h ris tm as
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on th e  follow ing T uesday , fo r in s te a d  of 
v th e  “  com bat from  firs t to  la s t” a g a in s t th e  

G overnm ent w hich M r P a rn e ll h ad  fo re­
shadow ed, th e  w in te r session, ow ing to  th e  
I r is h  crisis, collapsed in  a  fo r tn ig h t. T he 
P u rchase  B ill passed its  second read in g  a f te r  
a few h o u rs’ debate , and  M r P a rn e ll a n d  h is 
follow ers w en t in to  th e  lobby in  su p p o rt of it, 
a lth o u g h  ho h ad  moved th e  re jec tio n  a  few 
m onths before of th e  sam e b ill in  a  b e tte r  
form. T he P a rn e llite s  w ere doing th e ir  
b e s t w ith  th e  T ory  W hip s to  secure 
th e  ad jo u rn m en t on M onday, so t h a t  
P a r lia m e n t m ig h t be “ u p ” before  th e  
final p roceedings in  Room 15 cam e to  a  close, 
w hen m em bers n a tu ra lly  w ould d isperse  from  
London, an d  th e  p a r ty  would have  to  go to  
a ho te l fo r a  m eetin g  place, o r postpone th e  
conclusion of th e  business indefin ite ly . W hen  
therefo re , th e  I r ish  m em bers found  th e m ­
selves ro u n d  th e  fam ilia r horse-shoe ta b le  of 
Room 15 once m ore u n d e r M r P a rn e ll 's  
p residency, each  side knew  th a t  i t  was 
for th e  la s t  tim e . A fee lin g  of 
u n re a lity  an d  “ fo reg o n en ess” th ere fo re  
spread over th e  proceedings. M r P a rn e ll 
a t  once s ta r te d  a  “ h a re ” over th e  em bassy to  
M r G ladstone, an d  in s is ted  th a t  th e  su b ­
com m ittee  should b r in g  u p  a  rep o rt. A p ro ­
tra c te d  d iscussion  arose  over th is . T he 
cha irm an  a lth o u g h  rep ea ted ly  appealed  to  to  
b rin g  th e  o b stru c tio n  to  an  end, declined  to  do 
so. F inally , M r Sexton, sum m ing  up, sa id —

I have to  rem ind the party  th a t  we have now’ 
approached the tw elfth  day since these proceed­
ings opened, and we have been engaged in six 
successive days’ debate. I  was under some appre­
hension th a t I would not be able to  come down 
th is  morning, and I th ink  every man has fe lt the 
strain  in mind and h ea rt and health  to  be alm ost 
intolerable. The country is now in an 
agongy of suspense, and we find ourselves led on 
during the last two or th ree  days from one issue 
to another, led entirely  away from the main issue 
which we u ltim ately  have to  decide. Now, I  do 
not th ink it ■ ould be proper for me a t  th is stage 
to  withhold the observation th a t the m ajority of 
the party  have made up th e ir  minds th a t  these 
intolerably protracted proceedings m ust be 
brought to  a close to-day. I f  they  cannot be 
brought to  a close by a motion from the chair, 
they must be determ ined in some other way. If 
we were in a minority we would gladly retire , 
bu t the fact th a t we are in  a m ajority places a 
deep obligation upon us. We have a certain 
power placed in our hands th a t  vests us with a 
responsibility, and in the  exercise of i t  we m ust 
use th a t  power, if i t  be necessary, in the last

resort. I  would again respectfully say th a t the 
m ajority of the members here have determ ined 
th a t the proceedings shall not be continued be­
yond to-day, the m ajority of the party  feel th a t 
they cannot undertake the prolongation of the 
suspense of the country, nor t h e  stra in  which has 
been put upon them selves. I  oould not endure i t  
one day longer, and, therefore, before our 
proceedings come to a  close to-day, i t  will be 
necessary for th e  m ajority of t h e  party  to  appeal 
to  you, Mr Parnell, to  pu t from the chair a  
motion to  determ ine th e  final question, or to  take 
such other measure as m aybe open to  them.

T H E  U L TIM A T U M .

T his u ltim a tu m  on b eh a lf of th e  m a­
jo r ity  of th e  p a r ty  w as received  by them  
w ith  app rov ing  cheers. T he ch a irm an  
coldly su g g ested  th a t  i t  w as tim e  fo r lu n ch . 
I t  w as ab o u t th re e  p.m ., a n d  on th e ir  re tu rn  
th e  re p o r t  of th e  sub-com m ittee m ig h t be 
read . A t luncheon  a  h a s ty  conference 
am ongst th e  lead ers  of th e  m a jo rity  was held , 
w hen th e y  reso lved  to  in s is t  on th e  cha irm an  
rece iv ing  M r A b rah am 's  re so lu tion , and  tak e  
an  im m ed ia te  d iv ision  on it. I f  M r P a rn e ll 
re fu sed  to  ta k e  M r A b rah am 's  am endm ent, 
th e  m a jo rity , a f te r  a  p ro te s t  from  M r J u s tin  
M 'C arth y  as to  th e  ch a irm an 's  conduct, should  
th e n  q u ie tly  leave  an d  proceed to  th e  Con­
ference  Room. Those d irec tio n s being  con­
veyed to  each  m em ber of th e  m a jo rity , th e  
p a r ty  re-assem bled  in  Room 15. M r Jo h n  
R edm ond h av in g  read  th e  re p o rt of th e  dele- 
gates, M r A braham  rose.

N E A R IN G  T H E  EN D .

A. few seconds la te r  M r Jo h n  O 'C onnor also 
rose. M r P a rn e ll  a t  once, and  in  a  very  loud 
tone , ca lled  on M r O 'Connor. T h ere  w ere fierce 
cries of “A braham , A b rah am ,” from  h is friends. 
U ndoubted ly  he  h ad  risen  firs t, b u t 
n o t by m any  seconds. A.n in d e ­
scribable  scene followed. B oth g en tlem en  re ­
m ained  s tan d in g , th e  ch a irm an  also s tan d in g  
H e loudly  shou ted , an d  th u m p ed  th e  desk, 
“ O’Connor, M r Jo h n  O’C onnor”—h is  p a r ty  
also w ild ly  ca llin g  on M r O’C onnor M r 
A braham 's frien d s  were as busily  ca llin g  on 
him . A m id st th is  d in  th e  th re e  gentlem en 
rem ain ed  s ta n d in g , M r P a rn e ll sh o u tin g , a t  
th e  top  of h is  voice, “ O’Connor, Jo h n  O’Con­
nor. I  d is tin c tly  called  on M r O’C onnor.” 
M r Jo h n  B a rry ’s voice m ade itse lf  h e a rd :  
“ I  say M r O’C onnor h ad  no t risen  when you 
called  upon h im .” T h is  s ta te m e n t provoked
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loud  cheers and  counter-cheers ; M r P a rn e ll 
aga in  thu m p in g  th e  desk and  cry ing , “  O rder, 
o rder,” a t  th e  top  of h is  voice. “ I  say ,” he 
3houted , “ M r Jo h n  O’C onnor is in  possession.” 
“ No, no,” th e  m a jo rity  fiercely re to rted .

AN E X C IT IN G  SCENE.

F or th e  f irs t tim e  in  an  exciting  deb a te  ex ­
ten d in g  over a  week, th e  d iso rder approached 
th a t  of a  scene in  th e  H ouse of Commons itse lf . 
A d iscip lined  b an d  of p o litic ians h a d  b roken  in  
rev o lt a g a in s t th e  a u th o rity  of th e  chair, an 
a u th o r ity  w hich every  in s t in c t  of th e ir  t ra in in g  
ta u g h t  th em  to  respect, as th e  perfo rm ers in  
an o rch es tra  to  avoid  discord obey th e  b a to n  of 
th e  conductor. M r A braham  who h ad  occu­
p ied  a  p lace abou t e ig h t sea ts below M r P a r ­
n e ll on h is  r ig h t, advanced  and  approached  
th e  ch a irm an . H e stood b eh in d  M r S exton’s 
ch a ir , th e  th i r d  from  M r P arn e ll, an d  th e n  
ad d ressin g  th e  ch a irm an  as loud ly  as h e  could, 
he said, “ th is  is m y reso lu tion ,”  an d  he  com­
m enced to  read  it .  M r P a rn e ll  w as s t i l l  s ta n d ­
in g . M r Jo h n  O’C onnor h a d  sa t down. No- 
one could h e a r  th e  reso lu tio n  in  th e  u p ro a r. 
T he ch a irm an  rep ea ted ly  called  on M r A b ra­
h am  to  s i t  down, b u t  th e  la t te r  p e rs is te d  and  
fin ished read in g  h is  reso lu tion . H e th e n  
h an d ed  i t  to  M r J u s t in  M 'C arthy  to  pass i t  to  
th e  chairm an . B y  th is  tim e  M r P a rn e ll  had  
com pletely  lo s t h is  self-contro l an d  coolness. 
M r M 'C arth y  rose, as a ll  th o u g h t, to  h a n d  on 
th e  re so lu tio n  to  th e  chair, w hen M r P a rn e ll, 
w ith  g re a t violence, to re  i t  ou t of M r M 'Carthy*s 
hand , p assiona te ly  say ing , “ 1 w ill n o t re ­
ceive i t .” H e crum pled  th e  p ap e r up, an d  
m otioned as if h e  were ab o u t to  te a r  and  
th ro w  i t  from  him , b u t  in  a  second a f te r  he 
p laced i t  in  h is  tro u se rs  pocket. M r M 'C arth y  
ju s tly  in d ig n a n t a t  th is , rose to  h is  feet, an d  th e  
cries an d  coun te r cries grew  deafening. M r 
Conway, E d w ard  H arrin g to n , a n d  D r F i tz ­
g era ld  le f t  th e ir  sea ts  and  ran g ed  them selves 
a t  th e  back of M r P a rn e ll’s chair, th re a te n in g ly . 
M r P arnell, w ith  fea tu res  d is to rted , an d  flash­
in g  eyes, shou ted , “  u n t i l  th e  p a r ty  deposes 
me from  th e  cha ir, I  am  your ch a irm an .” T his 
was received  w ith  f ra n tic  sho u ts  of applause 
from  h is  supporters , and  a  b u rs t  of iron ica l 
cheering  from  th e  m ajo rity . “  Y ou a re  no t,” 
flung back M r B arry , “ o u r chairm an , no r will

you ever be ag a in .” M r M cCarthy, in  a  lu ll 
th a t  followed th is  storm , tr ie d  to  explain  to  
M r P a rn e ll t h a t  he only rose fo r th e  purpose 
of h a n d in g  h im  M r A braham ’s reso lu tion . 
B u t M r P a rn e ll offensively replied , “ You a t ­
te m p te d  to  move a reso lu tio n  su rre p titio u s ly .” 
A ngry  cries of “ No, no,” from  M r M 'C arth y ’s 
friends, an d  “ Yes, yes,” from  th e  P a rn e llite s  
followed. “ G ive us back, our docum en t,” 
th u n d e re d  M r H ealy . B u t th e  only notice 
th e  ch a irm an  took  of th is  new  dem and was 
ag a in  to  ca ll on M r Jo h n  O’Connor.

M B . PA B N B LL ’s  V IO LE N C E .

T he c lam our renew ed, an d  M r L ane rose 
to  a  p o in t of o rder, b u t  M r P a rn e ll 
ro a red  h im  down. T he in s u lt  to  M r L ane 
was v e ry  m arked . T he u p ro a r broke out 
w ild ly  once m ore, M r P a rn e ll excited ly  
ca llin g  “ O rder fo r th e  cha ir. R espect 
th e  ch a ir .”  “ Y es,” sa id  M r D avid  
Sheehy, “ we w ill re sp ec t th e  ch a ir  if th e  
ch a ir respects  th e  p a r ty ;  b u t  as th e  ch a ir 
does n o t re sp ec t th e  p a r ty , we can n o t re sp ec t 
th e  ch a ir.”

Mr A rthur O’Connor—I  would appeal to  my 
friends to  m anifest to  the chairm an, our lafc» 
leader, every possible respect (cries of “ A bra­
ham ,” and “ O rder, order,” from the Parnel- 
lites).

Mr H ealy said th a t  the  chairm an had called on 
Mr O’Connor, although th a t  gentlem an had not 
risen to  address the  cnair, w hilst a t th a t tim e Mr 
Abraham was on his fee t for th a t purpose.

Mr Corbet—Healy, you will have to  answ er for 
th is  (cheers and oounter-cheers).

Mr H ealy—So will you. too.
Mr Parnell again called on Mr John  O’Connor.
M r H ealy—“ Abraham. Abraham ” (cries of 

“ O rder” ).
M r P arnell—I am your chairm an u n til you de­

pose me (loud cheers and counter-cheers).
M r H ealy—Allow us to  depose you (cheers and 

counter-cheers).
M r P arnell again called on Mr John O’Connor ; 

bu t M r O’Connor was not allowed to  proceed, 
there  being loud cries of “ Abraham ” and 
“ O rder.”

M r Sexton—My memory is th a t when you 
called on M r John O’Connor he was seated 
(cheers, and cries of “ He was no t,” and “ He 
was.” )

Mr Ju s tin  M 'Carthy said—I  rose merely to  a 
point of s tric tly  Parliam entary  order, which no 
man in  th is  room who knows the House of Com­
mons can say was no t absolutely in order. W ell, 
as I  was about to  express th a t point of order 
some one handed me a le tte r  of some kind—I 
don’t  know what i t  w as—and the chairman 
struck  i t  out of my hand (cheers).

M r P arnell—I took i t  out of your hands.
M r M‘C arthy—I don’t  know a t th is  momeni 

w hat the le tte r  contained, or whom i t  came from.
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I t  seemed a short note in pencil. I  will now state 
my point of order. W hen a difference of opinion 
arises between the Speaker and anybody in  the 
House as to  who has first caught the Speaker’s eye, 
i t  is in the power of any man and in his righ t to 
move th a t the member be first heard, and not the 
other member. Mr Parnell shakes his head. He 
does not know the House of Commons as long as 
I  do (cheers). I say i t  was moved by Mr Joe 
Cowan, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, and carried against 
the Speaker (cheers).

M r P arnell—There was no such thing.
Mr M‘Car thy—T hat point of order I  was going 

to raise when the chairm an struck  the le tte r  out 
of my hand and refused to  hear me.

M r Parnell—Your friends refused to  hear you. 
M r M‘C arthy—You struck  the le tte r  out of my 

hand (cheers).
Mr P arnell—You were about to  pu t some reso­

lution, thereby usurping my functions.
M r McCarthy—You might have asked me w hat 

I  was going to  do. I  m ight have expected th a t 
courtesy from your hands (loud cheers).

M r Parnell again called upon M r John  O’Con­
nor.

Mr H ealy—I move th a t Mr Abraham be heard 
(loud cheers).

M r P arnell—That motion is entirely out of 
order.

M r H ealy—P u t the motion.
M r Parnell—I refuse to  pu t it.

M R . J O H N  O 'C O N N O R  PO U N D S AWAY 

A fte r scenes of th is  k in d  la s tin g  over ha lf 
an  h o u r a  tru c e  was e n te re d  in to  t h a t  a f te r  
M r Jo h n  O 'C onnor moved h is reso lu tio n  M r 
A braham  would be e n tit le d  to  m ove h is 
am endm ent. M r O 'C onnor, th e n  pounded  
aw ay fo r a  long* tim e  w ith o u t anyone heed ing  
him . A t la s t, a ssu m in g  a  m ore v io len t tone, 
he  secured some a tte n tio n  an d  sa id —

Sir, you are leader of the Irish  people, and 
when I  say to  some of my friends th a t they  are 
acting wrongly in try ing  to  depose you from  th a t 
leadership, they  say, “ We will have no one-man 
power—it  is M r Parnell against th e  country .” 
And s till every ac t of the irs  goes to  show th a t 
while rejecting you as th e ir  chief—while re ject­
ing the Irish  chief they place them selves unre­
servedly under the leadership of M r G ladstone 
(cries of C ertainly n o t” ). They say “ No*” 
b u t read S ir Wm H arcourt’s le tte r  ; he says, 

Treat with M r G ladstone.”
M r A O’Connor—H e is not a member of the 

party.
M r J  Redmond (offensively)—H e is th e  m aster 
tit e i (c^ eers and counter cheers).
•™r  Healy—W ho is to  be m istress of theparty  ?

I h e  effect of th is  was indescribab le . T he 
ch a irm an  h a lf  rose from  h is  se a t once o r tw ice, 
an d  some m em bers of th e  p a r ty  believed  w ith  
th e  in te n tio n  of s tr ik in g  M r H ealy , and  
frien d s  m oved rap id ly  up  to  M r H ea ly 's  chair.

M r A O’Connor—I appeal to  my friend the
chairman.

Mr P arn e ll—B etter appeal to  your own friends- 
B ette r appeal to  th a t  cowardly little  scoundrel 
there (noise), th a t  in an assembly of Irishm en 
dares to in su lt a woman (loud cheers and counter
cheers).

M r H ealy  took  no notice of th is  outbreak^ 
a n d  w hen M r Jo h n  O 'C onnor h a d  fin ished  M r 
O 'K elly  seconded h is  reso lu tion .

M R . A B R A H A M 's R E SO LU T IO N .

T hen  M r A b rah am 's  tim e  a t  la s t  came. H e d id  
no t d e ta in  th e  m ee tin g  long. T he tim e  fo r a rg u ­
m en t he knew  was p ast. H e com m enced b y  
say in g —

W e have debated th is  m ost im portant question 
for now close on tw elve days. I  joined most 
heartily  w ith the m ajority  of my colleagues in 
th is  party  in  endeavouring to  see if we could not 
find a golden bridge in  which you m ight have 
re tired  from th e  leadership of th is  party , having 
a t the same tim e obtained substan tia l benefits 
for Ireland. T hat hope has been dissipated, and
I  feel now, a fte r the emphatic sta tem ent we have 
had from M r Gladstone as to  negotiating w ith 

! the party , th a t  th ere  is b u t one duty  le f t to  us to  
perform—a duty  from which, I  reg ret to  say, we 
have been tu rn ed  aside by side issues in  th e  
earlier p a rt of these proceedings (hear, hear). 
My decision in  regard to  th is  m a tte r has been 
made purely on th e  political ground. Ireland 
looks to  us, th e  men chosen to  represent them , to  
give a decision on the question of th e  leadership, 
and I  th in k  we should be w anting in  respect to  
ourselves were we now to  continue a discussion 
which m ust term inate , and which would be 
renewed again and again by desultory resolutions, 
which come in so fru itfu l crop from our friends 
on the o ther side. I  th ink  we as a party , having 
expressed our opinion on the question, and I  have 
endeavoured to  bring it to  an issue by a resolu­
tion  which would have se ttled  th is  question, and 
having th a t  resolution ignominiously tre a te d  by 
the chairm an and torn to  pieces in his hand 
(cheers).

Mr. P arnell—T hat is d istinctly  .untrue. (“ Oh, 
oh” ). You had the resolution in  your own poses- 
sion, and you can produce it.

Mr. Abraham —I  handed it  to  you.
, M r .  P arnell—You handed i t  to  Mr. Ju s tin  
McCarthy. Mr. M‘C arthy was about to  p u t i t  to  
th e  meetiner when I  took it  out of his hand, (loud 
cries of “ No, no,” and “ T hat is not so.” )

M r. A b rah an  concluded by  m oving  :—
T hat we, th e  members of the Irish  Parliam en­

ta ry  P arty , declare th a t  Mr. P arne ll’s tenu re  of 
the chairm anship of th is  p arty  is hereby te r ­
minated.

Colonel Nolan—Is th a t  resolution a  resolution 
pertain ing to  th a t  of Mr. O’Connor ?

Mr. T H ealy—You have a capital chairm an 
for th e  purpose.

Mr. Parnell—If  members wish to  address me 
or(^er 1 shall be glad to  hear them.

Mr. M. H ealy—You declared Mr. Clancy’s 
am endm ent, which had no possible connection 
w ith th e  resolution—you declared i t  an amend­
m ent to  the resolution.

Mr. T  H ealy—B ut circum stances a lte r  cases.
Mr. P arne ll—I  have now had the opportunity 

of examining the original resolution proposed t /
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Mr John O’Connor, and the resolution suggested 
by Mr. Abraham as an amendment to  the original 
resolution is no am endm ent whatever to  the 
original resolution.

M r. Healy—Bravo, bravo.
Mr. Parnell (excitedly)—Mr. Healy, I  will not 

stand very much more from you.
M r A rth u r  O’C onnor a t  th is  p o in t in te r ­

vened, say in g —
We have been very m oderate in  th is  m atter, 

and there  is danger of our moderation being mis­
construed. W e are in  danger of appearing to  the  
oountry as if shirking our duty. I  th ink  fu rther 
words only a w aste of tim e and a loss of dignity, 
and, therefore, 1 invite  my colleagues to  make an 
end of the business (cheers). The tim e has now 
come, no t to ta lk , bu t to  act (loud cheering). Wo 
owe i t  to  ourselves, to  our party , to  our country^ 
to  make an end of w hat is rapidly becoming a dis­
graceful farce. I  ask the overwhelming m aionty  
of th is  p arty  to  decide now. and a t once to  record 
th e ir  decision, if not here, then  elsewhere (re­
newed cheering), and th a t  decision is, th a t  now 
th e  chairm anship of M r Parnell is determ ined.

M r P arnell—M r A rth u r O’Connor knows per­
fectly  well th a t  th a t  is no t an amendment.

Mr A rthur O’Connor—Very well, if i t  cannot be
pu t here.-----

M r Healy—W ait awhile, A rthur.
M r Leamy—If  i t  were rig h t to  level the charge 

of obstruction against us.
M r H ealy—Is th is in  order ?
Mr Parnell—I t  is perfectly  in  order.
Mr H ealy—I  thought you ru led  M r A rthur j 

0  Connor out of order.
Mr P arnell—He chose to  make a speech, and it 

will have to  be answered.
M R . JU S T IN  M 'C A R TH Y  SUGGESTS W IT H D R A W A L .

M r L eam y th e n  ad d ressed  h im se lf to  a  de­
fence of M r P a rn e ll, a f te r  w hich  cam e M r 
J u s tin  M ‘C arth y . H is  r is in g  w as g ree ted  w r h 
a  s ign ifican t b u r s t  of cheering  fro m  h is  col­
league s T h e  en d  w as now n ear. T he ten sio n  
was v e ry  g rea t, as b o th  sides s tra in e d  in  silence i 
to  ca tch  e\ e y  w ord. I n  h is  g ra v e s t tones he 
sa id —

The tim e has quite come when we ought to 
bring  th is  debate to  a close. I  had hoped up to 
la s t n ight th a t our chairm an would s till help us 
out of th is  terrib le , th is  national crisis. I  may 
say to  him th a t I  am personally disappointed th a t  
he has not len t us more assistance out of th is 
te rrib le  dilemma in to  which we have been 
brought, bu t I  feel th a t  we did waste our tim e, 
and the tim e of our opponents, in  fu rth e r contro­
versy where i t  has been mad© clear th a t the  door 
is to  be barred  against any definite settlem ent ot 
th e  controversy in  th is  room w ithin any reason­
able lim it. I  therefore feel th a t the  longer we 
debate, the more we may possibly grow in passion, 
the more we may become unkindly, th e  more 
b itte r things we may say. I  see no fu rth e r use 
carrying on a discussion which m ust be barren of 
all bu t reproach, ill-tem per, controversy, and in­
dignity, and I  will therefore suggest th a t all who 
think w ith me a t th is  grave crisis should w ith­
draw w ith me from th is  room (loud cheers).

M r H u n tly  M ‘C arthy  h e re  in te rp o sed  fo r a 
m om ent to  say t h a t  as a  m em ber of a  consti­
tu tio n a l p a r ty  he  w ould go w ith  th e  m ajo rity , 
a lth o u g h  he  h ith e r to  h a d  su p p o rted  M r P a r-  

; nell.
T H E  S P L IT .

I T h en  M r M'Carfchy m oved from  th e  ta b le  
to  leave  th e  room. T h e re  w as no d em o n stra ­
tio n  no r cheering . H is fo rty -fo u r colleagues 
q u ie tly  stood up , and , h ead ed  by th e ir  new  
lead er, th e y  fo llow ed h im  o u t in  silence. N o t 
a  w ord w as u t te re d  on e ith e r  side. B lank  
am azem en t was v isib le  in  th e  faces of some 
of those  w ho w ere le f t  beh ind . Some of th e  
d e p a r tin g  m em bers shook h an d s  w ith  those  
whom  th e y  w ere p a r t in g  from . T he sto ry  
ab o u t a  scene of d iso rder as th e  P a r ty  severed , 
w hich wat'. c irc u la te d  by  a  L ondon News 

j  A gency, w as an  ab so lu te  falsehood. T i e  
la s t  m an  to  leave  was M r Condon, 
an d  as h e  d isap p eared  a  m ocking 

I la u g h  was ra ised  b y  M r A lexander B lane, an d  
som e je e rs  follow ed from  M r Conway a n d  D r 
F itz g e ra ld . T h a t  w as a ll.

M E E T IN G  I N  T H E  C O N FER EN C E ROOM.

T he m em bers w ho le f t  th e  room  w ith  
M r M ‘C a rth y  p roceeded  dow n s ta irs  to  
th e  C onference Room. T h ey  in s ta n tly  
proceeded  to  business. As W h ip  of th e  
p a r ty , M r Jo h n  D easy  w as m oved to  th e  
cha ir. T h en  th e  fo llow ing  re so lu tio n  w as p ro ­
posed b y  M r A r th u r  O’Connor, seconded by  
M r Jam es  F  X  O’B rien , an d  c a rr ie d  w ith  accla­
m ation—

T hat, acting under an im perative sense of duty 
to  our country, we, the undersigned, being a n  
absolute m ajority of th e  whole num ber ot the 
Irish  P arliam entary  P arty , declare th a t  M r Pa r -  
nell’s term  of chairm anship of th is  party  is hereby 
term inated.

M R  M 'C A R T H Y ’s  E L E C T IO N .

M r H ea ly  th e n  m oved a n d  M r S exton  se­
conded th e  e lec tion  of M r J u s t in  M ‘C arth y  as 
“ Sessional C h a irm an ” of th e  p a r ty . T h is  was 
u nan im ously  carried . M r M ‘C a rth y  th e n  
took  th e  ch a ir  a m id s t lo u d  cheering , every  
m an  in  th e  room  s ta n d in g  an d  offering h im  
th e ir  h e a r tie s t  co n g ra tu la tio n s . I t  w as 
n e x t resolved, on th e  p roposition  of M r 
C hance, seconded by  M r B ern ard  M olloy—

Í T hat a  committee is hereby constitu ted  to  
[ exercise, jointly -with the chairm an, the powers
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and discharge the functions h itherto  attaohed to 
th e  chairmanship of the party , and th a t this com­
m ittee do consist of eight members of th e  party  
to  be ohosen by ballot on Monday next a t 
two p m.

D ECLA RA TIO N  OF IN D EPE N D EN C E.

On th e  proposition  of M r A braham , seconded 
by  M r D Sheehy, th e  fo llow ing  declara tion  
was ag reed  to  :—

We hereby solemnly renew our adhesion to  the 
prinoiple in devotion to  which we have never 
wavered—viz, th a t the Irish  Parliam entary  P a rty  
is and always m ust rem ain independent of all 
o ther parties ; and we fu rther deolare th a t we 
will never en te rta in  any proposal for the se ttle ­
m ent of the Home Çule question except suoh as 
satisfies the aspirations of the  Irish  people.

T h is  w a s  s ig n e d —
J u s t i n  M 'C a r t h y , D e r r y  C i ty ,  C h a i r ­

man.
W m  A b r a h a m , W est Limerick.
.1 B a r r y , South W exford.
P  A  C h a n c e , South Kilkenny.
A  C o m m i n s , South Roscommon.
T  J  C o n d o n , Tipperary.
J  R  Cox, E ast Clare.
D a n i e l  C r i l l y , N orth  Mayo.
J  D e a s y , S o u th  M a y o .
Ï  A  D i c k s o n , Stephen’s green, Dublin. 
T  H  G r a t t a n  E s m o n d e , South County 

Dublin.
J o h n  F i n u c a n e , E a s t Limerick, 
j  C F l y n n , N orth  Cork.
P  J  F o l e Y j Connemara.
J  F  Fox , K ing’s County.
M a u r i c e  H e a l y , Cork City.
T  M  H e a l y , N orth Longford.
J  J o r d a n , W est Clare.
M  J  K e n n y , M id  T y ro n e .
D e n i s  K i l b r i d e , S o u th  K erry.
E  F  K n o x , W e s t  C a v a n .
W  J  L a n e , E a s t  C o rk .
M  M 'C a r t a n , South Down.
J u s t i n  H  M 'C a r t h y , N e w r y .
P  M ‘D o n a l d . N o r t h  S lig o .
J  G  S w i f t  M  N e i l l , S o u th  D o n e g a l .  
B e r n a r d  C M o l l o y , B i r r  D iv is io n ,  

K in g ’s Co.
J o h n  M o r r o g h , South-East Cork.
W  M  M u r p h Y, St P a trick ’s Division, 

Dublin.
P  J  O ’B r i e n , N orth  Tipperary.
J F X  O ’B r i e n , E ast Mayo.
A  O ’C o n n o r , E a s t  D o n e g a l .
F  A  O ’K e e f f e ,  L im e r ic k  C i ty .
J  P i n k e r t o n , Galway City.
P  J  P o w e r , E ast W aterford.
W  J  R e y n o l d s , E ast Tyrone.
J o h n  R o c h e , E ast Galway.
T  S e x t o n , W e s t  B e l f a s t .
J  D S h e e h a n , E ast K erry.
D  S h e e h y , S o u th  G a lw a y .
J  S t a c k , N orth K erry.
D o n a l  S u l l i v a n , S o u th  W e s tm e a th .  
C  K  T a n n e r , M id  C o rk .
J  T u i t e , N orth W estm eath.
A  W e b b , W est W aterford.

As M r W ebb  fin ished h is  s ig n a tu re  an o th e r
Im rs t of cheering  broke out. E ach  m an  fe lt
h e  h ad  sig n ed  h is D ec la ra tio n  of N a tio n a l

Independence. T he m eeting , w hich scarcely 
la s ted  a  q u a rte r  of an  he- i r ,  a t  6 p  m , broke up 
w ith  th e  und erstan d in g  th a t  th e y  were to  
m eet n e x t day  (Sunday) a t  2 p.m. a t  M r 
A r th u r  O 'C onnor’s cham bers in  th e  Tem ple. 

“ h o m e  r u l e  i s  s a v e d .”

N a tu ra lly  enough  th e  deposition  of M r P a r ­
n e ll caused im m ense ex c item en t in  po litica l 
circles in  London. T he T ories w ere g rea tly  
d istressed  over M r P a rn e ll 's  defea t. On th e  
o th e r hand , M r G ladstone, on h e a rin g  th e  
re su lt, exclaim ed, "  T h a n k  G o d  ! H o m e  
R u l e  i s  s a v e d . ”

A fte r  th e  m a jo rity  le f t  Room 15, M r P a r ­
ne ll w en t th ro u g h  th e  farce of p u tt in g  M r 
J  O’C onnor's re so lu tion , an d  declared  i t  c a r­
r ie d  unan im ously . H e declared  th a t ,  in  sp ite  
of every  effort, h e  "  s t i l l  h e ld  th e  cha ir.” 

M E E T IN G  IN  M R  A O’CONNOR’S CHA M BERS. 

P u n c tu a lly  n e x t day  (S unday) every  one of 
th e  forty-five m em bers m e t in  M r A r th u r  O’Con­
no r’s cham bers. T h e  m eetin g  was a  b risk  an d  a 
businesslike  one. M r J u s t in  M 'C arth y  was in  
th e  ch a ir . M r Condon a t  once moved, seconded 
by M r Sheehy, an d  unanim ously  ca rried , th a t  
a  m an ifesto  from  th e  I r is h  P a r ty  em bodying 
th e ir  views on th e  p re se n t c risis  be  issued.

T H E  P A R IS  FU N D S.
A no th er re so lu tio n  was p ro m p tly  carried , 

t h a t  M essrs A r th u r  O’C onnor a n d  Jam es  F  X 
O’B rien  a t  once proceed  to  P a r is  w ith  a  le t te r  
from  M r J u s t in  M cCarthy, ad d ressed  to  
M essrs M unroe, b an k ers  th e re , req u estin g  
th e m  to  re ta in  th e  fu n d s an d  securities 
in  th e ir  possession s ta n d in g  in  th e  nam es 
of M r C harles S tew art P a rn e ll, M r J u s tin  
M ‘C arth y , an d  M r J  G B iggar, p en d in g  fu r th e r  
proceedings, a n d  th a t  M essrs O’C onnor and 
O’B rien  be a u th o rised  to  in s t i tu te  such  legal 
p roceedings as th e y  m ig h t consider necessary. 
M r A r th u r  O’C onnor an d  M r O’B rien  le f t  a t  
e ig h t o’clock th a t  even ing  fo r P a ris , an d  on th e  
ban k  opening  i ts  doors th e  n e x t m orn ing  
th e  tw o g en tlem en  served a  cau tio n ary  notice 
on th e  bank . T hey  w ere n o t a  m om ent too 
soon, fo r a  le t te r  reached  M essrs M unroe 
th a t  m o rn in g  from  M r P arn e ll, re q u e s tin g  a 
rem ittan ce .

T H E  W R IT  F O R  K IL K E N N Y .

A n o th er re so lu tio n  ca rried  a t  S u n d ay 's  m ee t­



THE STORY OF ROOM 15. 45

in g  a u th o rised  th e  cha irm an  to  com m uni­
cate  w ith  S ir Jo h n  Pope H ennessy , who h ad  
te n  days p rev iously  been se lec ted  as th e  can ­
d id a te  for N o rth  K ilkenny, a sk in g  if he  was 
p rep ared  to  sit, aot, an d  vote  w ith  th e  p a rty , 
and, fu r th e r , th a t  th e  w rit fo r N orth  K ilkenny  
sh o u ld  be moved n ex t day (M onday, Dec 8 th , 
1890). I t  was also de te rm in ed  to  call a  form al 
m eeting  of th e  e n tire  N a tio n a lis t m em bers 
n ex t day  in  Room 15 to  ra tify  th e  decisions 
a lread y  come to, a n d  to  sum m on th e  
P a rn e llite s  th e re to  by  p o sta l notice.

STA R TIN G  T H Ï  “  N A TIO N A L P R E S S  ”

M r T hom as S exton  th e n  m oved :—
T hat M essrs Ju s tin  M 'C arthv, Thomas D ick­

son. W  Murphy, John  Barry, John Morrogh, T M 
H ealy, and Thomas Sexton, be constitu ted  a com­
m ittee, w ith power to  draw up a  prospectus for 
the form ation of a lim ited  liability  company to  
establish and conduct a daily national journal in 
Ireland.

T h ere  w as n o t a  m an  in  th e  room  who did 
n o t seem  eag er to  have th e  p leasu re  of second­
in g  th is  re so lu tion , w hich in  due tim e  took 
p rac tica l shape in  th e  b ir th  of th e  National 
Press. A score of voices cried, “ I  beg  to  
second th a t .”  S u b seq u en tly  a  subscrip tion  l is t  
w as opened to  m eet p re ss in g  u rg e n t  calls 
an d  th e  m em bers of th e  p a r ty  p re sen t 
w ith in  te n  m inu tes subscribed  £1,020. 
T he m eetin g  th e n  broke up. An 
a rm y  of P ressm en  w ere w a itin g  o u tside  th e  
T em ple to  le a rn  w h a t business w as tra n sa c te d  
a t  th e  m eeting .

T H E  “  F R E E M A N  ”  CO R R ESPO N D EN T LAU G H S. 

A m ongst th em  w as th e  London co rres­
p o n d en t of th e  “ F reem an .” On th is  
g en tlem an  b e in g  in fo rm ed  th a t  a  reso lu ­
tio n  was passed by th e  p a r ty , a u th o ris in g  
a  com m ittee to  be form ed fo r th e  purpose 
of e s tab lish in g  a  da ily  p ap er in  Ire lan d , 
he  sh rieked  w ith  la u g h te r . C a lling  some 
acquain tances to  him , he s a id : “ T hey  have 
passed a  reso lu tion  to  s ta r t  a  m o rn ing  paper 
in  D ub lin .” T he joke appeared  so huge 
th a t  once m ore h e  broke ou in to  ro ars  of 
lau g h te r.

ROOM 15 A G AIN.

T he P a r ty  m e t ag a in  in  Room 15 on 
M onday, th e  8 th  of D ecem ber, a t  2 p m , 
w ith M r J u s tin  M cCarthy in  th e  cha ir. M r 
ParnelJ h a d  h ea rd  th a t  h is  su pporte rs  had

been sum m oned to  th is  m eeting , an d  he was 
ea rly  on g u a rd  a t  th e  H ouse, s topp ing  th em  as 
th ey  a rriv ed , an d  d issuaded  th em  from  a tte n d ­
ing. E v ery  m em ber who le f t  th e  com m ittee 
room w ith  M r J u s t in  M cCarthy on S a tu rd a y  
was p re se n t. M r Sexton m oved—

T hat th is  m eeting of the  Irish  Parliam entary  
P a rty , to  whioh every member was invited, do 
hereby solemnly ra tify  the resolutions passed a t 
its  m eeting on Saturday evening la s t a t the Con­
ference Room in  the House of Commons.
T h is w as unan im ously  passed. I t  w as th e n
ag reed  th a t  th e  ch a irm an  should , if  he
deem ed i t  exped ien t, p rep are  an  address to  th o
I r is h  people w ith  re g a rd  to  recen t events.

E L E C T IO N  OF A STA N D IN G  C O M M ITTEE.

On th e  se lec tion  of a  S tan d in g  C om m ittee  of 
e ig h t m em bers of th e  p a r ty  to  a ss is t th e  
ch a irm an  by  th e ir  counsel an d  advice, th e  
follow ing m em bers w ere e lec ted  by b a llo t—
M r W i l l i a m  A b r a h a m . M r î  P  O ’C o n n o l ,.

,, J o h n  D i l l o n , , ,  A r t h u r O ’C o n n o &
T M  H e a l y .

,, W i l l i a m  O ’B r i e n .
T h o m a s  S e x t o n . 
D a v id  S h e e h y .

CABLEGRAM FR O M  T H E  A M ER ICA N  D E LE G A TE S.

W h ils t  th e  m eetin g  was proceed ing  M r. 
M cCarthy received th e  fo llow ing cab leg ram  
from  th e  de lega tes in  A m erica—

New York.
W e are of course in cordial sympathy w ith your 

I resolutions. As to  methods employed in  imme- 
I diate fu tu re , owing to  im possibility in  having 
I adequate consultation by cable, we desire, as
I h itherto , to  leave responsibility to  you, we co- 
| operating by m ethods we believe best, to  secure 

P arnell’s w ithdraw al, and the re-union of tho 
party .

D i l l o n .
O ’B r i e n .
O ’C o n n o r .
S u l l i v a n .
G i l l .

o c c u p y i n g  t h e  h o u s e .

B y th is  tim e  th e  H ouse was s ittin g , an  I 
th e  m ee tin g  broke up. H eaded  by  M r J u s tin  
M ‘C arthy , a n d  followed by M r Sexton an d  
M r H ealy , th e  p a r ty  e n te red  th e  H ouse 
a n d  proceeded to  ta k e  up  th e ir  old 
seats. As th e y  s tream ed  in to  th e  cham ber 
business was a t  once suspended. A ll eyes 
w ere d irec ted  to  th e ir  benches, an d  even 
th e  Speaker w as ca rried  aw ay by cu rio sity . 
T here  was some cheering , a n d  m em bers 
from  th e  lib ra ry  an d  sm oking rooms
ru sh ed  in  pell-m ell, h e a rin g  th a t  th o  
Ir ish  m em bers, u n d e r M r M cC arthy’s
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le a d e rsh ip , were ynaking a  “  dem onstra tion .” 
T he cham ber was soon filled, th e  on ly  P ar- 
lie llites  p re sen t feeing Colonel N olan an d  M r 
R ichard  Power.

T H E  W R IT  F O R  K IL K E N N Y  MOVED.

Im m edia te ly , as W h ip  of th e  P a rty , M r 
D easy rose a n d  moved th a t  a  new 
w rit be issued  fo r th e  election  of a  m em ber 

'fo r  N o rth  K ilkenny  in  th e  room  of th e  la te  M r 
M arum , deceased. H is co lleagues cheered 
loudly . I t  w'as th e  f irs t official a c t of th e  
p a r ty  uftder M r M ‘C arth y , an d  was in  th e

T H E

n a tu re  of an  appeal to  th e  country . The 
H o u s e  und ersto o d  it .  T he  rep o rte rs  in  th e  

j P ress  G alle ry  rose in  th e ir  sea ts  an d  c raned  
over w ith  cu rio sity . W ar was declared . 
Colonel N olan ru sh e d  o u t in  search  of 
M r P a rn e ll, b u t  he  h a d  n o t y e t come 
u p  from  B rig h to n . N e x t day th e  H ouse 
ad jo u rn ed  fo r th e  C h ristm as recess, an d  M r 
P a rn e ll se t off for h is  d isa s tro u s  cam paign  of 
dissension in  Ire la n d , w hicn  was to  te rm in a te  
only w ith  h is  own tra g ic  end  a t  W alsingham - 
te rrace , B rig h to n , on T uesday , Oct. 6, 1891.*

E N D .

f * I t  w ill be  of in te re s t to  give an  e x tra c t 
‘f ro m  an  ad m irab le  speech of M r Sexton, de­
liv e red  a  y ea r a f te r  th e  foregoing  even ts 
(N ew ry, 3 rd  D ecem ber, 1891), in  rep ly  to  th e  
critic ism s passed  on th e  action*  of th e  Ir ish  
P a r ty  in  Room 15 :—

M r D av itt has said th a t the  re-election of Mr 
Parnell was the act of schoolboys—th a t  we were 
blind or stupid, and th a t if we had not re-eleoted 
M r Parnell there  would have been no trouble. 
W e had no inform ation upon th a t opening day, 
and we had no h in t th a t any com petent witness 
considered the success of Home Rule to  be in ­
volved under the  leadership of M r Parnell. We 
believed on th a t opening* day th a t Home Rule 
was not deeply concerned. We believed th a t 
th e  most im portant question a t issue was the 
question of the  unity  of the party , and th a t the 
b est way to  consider th e  un ity  of the party  was 
to  keep Mr Parnell in  the  chair. I f  a motion had 
been made on th a t  day to  re ject M r Parnell, the 
Irish  members, th e  political agents w ith a lim ited 
•commission to  advance the Home Rule cause 
and to do nothing to  re ta rd  it ,  would, in  my 
judgm ent, upon th a t opening day have elected 
M r Parnell by a m ajority vote, if  a motion to  re ­
jec t him hadbeenm ade. I f  adivisionhadoncebeen 
taken  upon th a t question, men having once taken 

: sides would keep th e  sides they had taken. 
W hatever tu rned  out afterw ards, I  believe Mr 
Parnell would have been backed by the m ajority ; 
they  would have fe lt i t  impossible to  recede from 
the position they  had taken  up, if th ere  had been 

,:i debate and a division, and M r Parnell, backed 
by his m ajority , would have cited the pledge of 
the party , called upon the m inority to  yield ; and 
if they  had resigned th e ir  seats, does anyone 
doubt th a t Mr Parnell would have come to  I re ­
land with his m ajority a t  his back,w ith the pledge 
of the party  in his hands, and would have de­
nounced the m inority as men whose malice or 
whose am bition was so eager to  get rid  of him 
th a t  they did not even w ait to hear th a t the 
leaders of the L iberal Party  were of opinion th a t  
his leadership was dangerous to  Home R ule? 
'á.'hut  would bp the position if the rejection of Mr

P arnell had  been moved before po liti­
cal exigencies compelled it. W e should 
have had dissension in  th a t case as well as in th e  
oase before us. Mr Parnell would have re tained  
his hold upon the leadership a t the  tim e, and 
Home Rule would be lost. Is  i t  not b e tte r th a t 
we should have dissension and win Home Rule 
th an  have dissension and lose Home R ule 
as well ? I t  is said, upon th e  o ther hand, th a t we 
elected M r P arnell upon one day and deposed 
him on the next. B ut th a t was no t w hat had 
happened. We elected M r P arnell on one day 
and we asked him on th e  next day to  consider his 
position, and i t  needed to  be considered. Eleven 
days elapsed betw een the election and th e  de­
position. W hat happened in  these eleven days ? 
We learned th a t M r P arnell had w ithheld from 
us what he ought to  have made know n—a ma­
te ria l fac t as to  the  bearing of his leadership 
upon the fortunes of Home Rule. W<̂  heard his 
speech a fte r having been elected. I  never re­
ferred  to  i t  before, b u t now i t  has been 
given to  the  public, and undoubtedly i t  was a 
speech which filled every man who heard i t  
w ith  intense surprise—a speech which a great 
many fe lt i t  a g rea t hum iliation to  be obliged 
to  hear. W e saw th e  unaffected delight of the 
Tories when M r P arnell was elected. Lord 
Salisbury th a t very night, in  a speech in the 
House of Lords, gave vent t© a  coarse and b itte r 
jest against M r Parnell, which was intended 
to  give th e  cue to  the campaign of ridicule and 
denunciation w ith which the Tories would have 
made, in  the  Press and on the platform s, 
England ring against P arnell if he had been 
the Irish  leader. In  those eleven days we had i 
the manifesto in  which M r P arnell substantially 
took up th e  position of supporter of the  Tory 
Party . W e had the judgm ent of the delegates in 
America upon the question, and we had the 
declaration  of the Irish  Bishops. And of the 
declaration  of the Irish  Bishops I  say th a t, to 
whoever may have been in doubt in  a diffioult 
situation, the declaration of the Irish  Bishops 
made i t  clear th a t M r P arnell’s leadership 
could no t again commanu a, united Irish  
people.






