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LHTGHFORD & SONS
Tralee, Listowel and Dingle.

THE

Oldest Established 
Bakery In Kerry.

The Latest Improvements in 
Machinery.

“ Our B R E A D  and C O N F E C T IO N E R Y  are adm ittedly 
equal to the Best Bread made in Cork or Dublin.

T he  Leading Kerry Seedsmen. Seed Potatoes and 
Vegetable Seeds a Speciality.

“ M otto for 1903.” Buy Fresh, Pure, and Reliable 
Seeds and have good results.

“ Agricultural Im plem ents.” T he  Largest and Most 
Up-to-D ate Selection always in Stock.

“ Feeding Stuffs.” Flour, Meal, Bran, Oatmeal, Cake, 
Calfmeal, Linseed, Flaxseed, &c., &c., &c.

‘‘ Coals.” W igan, Orrell, Newport, H am ilton  Ell, 
House, and Sm iths’ Coals.

“ Iro n .” Sm iths’ Iron ot every description, 
at 7/6 per cwt.

AT LATCHFORD & SONS,
Tralee, Listowel and Dingle.



WALSH BROS.,
e i i i i A i  i i â f ' i i s ,

Best Value in all Departments.

Suitings, Dress Materials, and Shawls
A Speciality.

FINEST IRISH BACON,
HAMS AND FiNEST SAUSAGES,

Black and W hite Puddings
B e s t  V a l u e  a t  L o w e s t  P o s s i b l e  P r i c e s .

W ri te  to

J. HI. SLATTERY,
Bacon Factory, Tralee.

To Spirif and Wine Retailers.
Before Buying Elsewhere,

G-‘t, Samples and Quotations at

D. BARRETT’S
'I he Oldest W holesale House in the Trade in Tralee.



J. REVIWGTOH & SONS,
LIMITED,

W o o l l e n  M a n u f a c t u r e r s —  

B A L L Y M U L L E N  M IL L S.

G e n e r a l  D r a p e r s —

13 & 14 T H E  M A L L  & 3 D E N N Y  S T R E E T . 
D r e s s m a k i n g , M a n t l e  &  M i l l i n e r y  W a r e r o o m s —

3 & 4 D E N N Y  S T R E E T .
M e r c h a n t  T a i l o r i n g —

12 T H E  M ALL.
W o o l  S t o r e s  &  M i l l  W a r e h o u s e —  

C H U R C H  S T R E E T , T R A L E E .

{gp13 Noted for Sterling Value and A ttention  to 
Customers for nearly half a century.

T H E

MUNSTER WAREHOUSE CO.,
L IM IT E D ,

W ill now be found replete in every D epartm ent with a

N E W  A N D  F A S H IO N A B L E  ST O C K  O F

A T  P O P U L A R  PR IC E S .

The Munster Warehouse Company, 
19 & 20, The Mall, Tralee.



KEEP THIS BEFORE YOU!

S H O U L D  Y O U  R E O U IR E

â wmm-m&m &tmm9
^REID’S CYCLE DEPOT,^

Edward Street, Tralee,
IS  T H E  P L A C E  T O  S E C U R E  IT .

______ J____________ .

The Largest Selection of 11 H U M B E R S ” in the  South of 
Ireland, at from £ 1 0  ios. to ^ 25.

Accessories of every description. Repairs prom ptly
executed.

H um ber Chain-D riven M otor Bike and Cars quoted for

One trial will convince you th a t  you are in the  right place a t

Reid’s Cycle Depot, Edward Street.
One m inute  from Railway.

w p l »! ■ _ ..I ■ ■.

Admitted by all to be
. . . T H E  B E S T  . . .

MACHINE
MADE

BREAD
IN TRALEE.

J. RUTTLE & SON,
Bakers and Confectioners, 

Flour, Meal & Corn Merchants.
N o t e  A d d r e s s —

32, Upper Castle Street, Tralee,



QUINLAN’S
Special WíúsReu.

24/- PE R  GALLON.

Admitted to be the best in Tralee.
N O T E  A D D R E S S -

21, Bridge Street, Tralee.

NOLAN’S CYCLE DEPOT,
Pembroke Street, Tralee.
^  New Hudson and T rium ph  Cycles.

Large Stock Creamery F ittings and Repair Parts.

NOLAN’S TINWAm Tf a CTOBY,
P E M B R O K E  S T R E E T .

T in, Sheet iron, Zinc, Copper and Brass Goods, 
Made and Repaired.

THE ARCADE, TRALEE,
For High-Class Drapery Goods 

and Readymade Clothing
A t Prices as Keen as the  W ind.

Millinery—a Speciality.
Goods Given in Exchange for Wool.

H ighest M arket Prices Allowed.

Kavanagh, O’Driscoll & Nagle.



L IM IT E D .

The Best House in Kerry 
for everything a Farmer wants,

Seeds ! Grain !
Feeding Stuffs Î

Timber ! Iron ! Coal ! 
Agricultural Machinery !

Encourage Home Manufacture.

Hay Bares (Bon ^ orto), Ploughs, 
Harrows, Gates, &c.,

A L L  M A D E  IN  T R A L E E .

t

The Finest Bread and Confectionery
in Kerry.

KOBERT M'COWEh & SONS,
L I M I T E D ,

TRALEE.



CHAPTER 1.
IN T R O D U C T O R Y .

T he  work done by the Congested Districts Board 
since its establishment eleven years ago is of a kind which 
all true  friends of th is country who are anxious to al­
leviate the lot of the  Gael, should wish to see extended. 
The Board was established in 1891, with considerable 
powers, to deal w ith  the  undoubted poverty and con­
gestion th a t  prevailed in certain  districts along the  
western and south-western sea-board of Ire land. I ts  
income was derived, p a rtly  from Irish  money, and p a rtly  
from a small Parliam en tary  grant. The districts given 
over to its care v/ere taken  from counties along the  sea­
board, from K erry  to Donegal, every distric t being 
included, if the valuation p e r  head of the population did 
n o t exceed <£1 10s.; and on th is principle, considerable 
portions of the following counties were scheduled as 
“ Congested ”■— Cork, K erry , Galway, Mayo, Sligo, Lei­
trim , Roscommon, and Donegal. I t  will be seen th a t  
these are the  counties where the Gaels most do con­
gregate; and it is a  ra th e r  sad reflection for those of 
us who wish to see a nation, Irish  in thought, in language 
and in ideals, to find th a t  the  Irish-speaking peasant from 
K erry  to Donegal has been forced to live foi' generations 
under conditoins of poverty lyiknown, in what, by way of 
contrast, I  m ust call the Anglicised parts  of Ire land  ; 
and i t  is sadder still for us to find that, from those same 
counties, the emigration, eveiy year, of the brave and 
brawny peasants, on whose muscle and mind, whose 
tongue and heart, our hopes are set, is immeasurably 
greater th an  from any other p a r t  of the country. W hen 
we remember th a t  a population of 547,710 were forced 
to subsist on a valuation of «£573,700, we can realise the 
poverty of the people and the necessity for adopting 
some means of preventing the perennial famines which 
th rea tened  the inhab itan ts  of those impoverished dis­
tricts, either by transp lan ting  the labourers and small 
farmers, who toiled with little result on the m ountains 
and swamps, to the rich grazing lands from which their 
ancestors were driven years ago ; by developing existing 
industnes or establishing new ones, and so giving em­



ploym ent to  the  population. W hen  we view the  
economic condition of Connacht, with its  small, miserable 
holdings of marsh or bog, on the  one hand, and its large 
ranches of un tenan ted  fertile  plains, on the  o ther ; when 
we see the  peasant and  his family vainly endeavouring 
to  »ke ou t a subsistence from the  miserable pa tch  of bog 
on which he is forced to live, and then  see the  hundreds 
of thousands of acres of fertile land  alm ost going to waste, 
we are rem inded of one of the  saddest chapters in  the  
history  of our c o u n try ; and, m aking all due allowance 
for the  terrib le  conditions th a t  existed a t  the  time those 
large clearances were effected, we of the  South cannot 
feel am ira tion  fo r the  courage or the  sp irit of those Con­
n ach t m en who tam ely subm itted  to be despoiled of 
property , which n o t alone was theirs, b u t  was held by 
them  in  t ru s t  for the  generations th a t  were to come after 
them . Be th a t  as ifc may, the  g rea t question of to-day 
is re-plantation. Of land there  is sufficient to support 
in  comfort oduble the  present population. Everybody 
h ad  hoped th a t ,  a t  the  establishm ent of the  C.D.B., th is 
question of re-plantation would n a tu ra lly  suggest itself 
as the  only effective and  p e rm anen t means of getting  
r id  of the  poverty which prevailed. W ith o u t  going 
m inutely  into the  history  of the  working of the  Board 
d u r in g  the  first half dozen years of its existence, i t  is, 
b roady  speaking, correct to say, th a t  little  or no th ing  
was done in th is direction u n til  th e  establishm ent of the  
TJ.I.L. by Mr. W . O ’Brien, M .P., in  1898, though we are 
aware t h a t  a few members of the  Board tr ied  to impress 
on th e ir  colleagues the  wisdom, the  necessity and the  
statesm anship  of such a  line of conduct as I  have indi­
cated. Since th a t  year, however, considerable progress 
has been made, and  excellent work has been done, of 
which I  desire to speak in  term s of the  highest praise. 
[Estates have been purchased, houses bu ilt, grazing 
ranches striped and  le t  to tenants, factories aided in 
Connacht to the  fullest ex te n t  which the  funds available 
would perm it. Anyone who has seen the  excellent work 
done in Connacht, and  who wishes to see i t  extended, 
m u st desire to see the  am ount set a p a r t  for such work a t  
least trebled, while th e  English Government, which can­
n o t escape responsibility for the  u n n a tu ra l  poverty  which
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/grew under the ir  fostering care, are morally bound, even 
if there were no financial balance to be refunded us, to 
find means to undo th a t  for which they  are undoubtedly 
responsibk, and therefore our claims should be— treble 
the  annual income of the  Board, give^ i t  compulsory
powers to acquire laifti where i t  chooses, and  make i t  re­
presentative.

C H A P T E R  IX 
P O P U L A T IO N  A N D  V A L U A T IO N  OP W H O L E

C. D. B.
W ith  a view to more tkoroughly understand  the 

large num ber of souls who are en trusted  to the care of 
the C. D. B., and the  difficulties ■ 
to find the  barest necessaries, tl 
be interesting to  the reader :—

Populn.
Counties partly  
Congested. 1891
Donegal 107,501
L eitrim  35,240
•Galway 72,345
Mayo 139,903
Sligo 31,587
Roscommon 32,758
Cork 38,678
K erry  89,698

547,710
I n  o ther words, the  averagè valuation per head in 1891 

was £1 Is., and in 1901, £1  3s. These figures speak 
eloquently of the  poverty and congestion of the  districts 
8cheduled, and of the  necessity for large statesm anlike 
measures so as to open up a field of employment and of 
hope for those of our countrymen who are thus compelled 
to  waste valuable lives and spend much unrem unerative 
energy m  striving to keep body and soul together on the 
fru its  of th e ir  wretched little  plots.

L e t  me now endeavour to give, from the published 
reports of the  Board, an estimate of the amounts annually 
•spent in K erry , and in  the  whole congested area during

following statistics will

Populn. Valuafewm

1901
104,146 £100,847
30,628 47,199
66,491 67,588

129,329 129,964
27,415 40,245
29,576 38,481
34,555 47,069
80,297 102,367

498,437 £573,760
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the  past 11 years.
Total expend, of B oard Expenditure in K erry
during 11 years under during same period.-

following heads.

Purchase of estates, £430,827 N il.
Im provem ent of estates 150,464 } >

______ Í A few chusses in lace and
Industria l schemes 4 1 , |

domestic training.
P arish  Committees 12,835 N il.
M arine W orks 50,865 £13,623
Inland W orks 61,987 4,190
Industria l loans 14,052 700
A griucltural loans 5,195 £60
Technical Instruction 32,307 Unascertained,
A gricultural schemes 150,160 A few donkeys, hens,bees, &c

Total for above head £951,942 £25,000
(A liberal estimate)

Total under all heads £1,259,000 £25,000

F rom  those figures i t  will appear th a t ,  in the  p r in ­
cipal and m pst beneficial work of the  B oard— the p u r­
chase of estates, th e ir  im provem ent and  sub-division 
amongst farm ers and  labourers, industria l schemes a n d  
parish  committees— noth ing  whatever has ye t been done 
in  K erry , while hundreds of thousands have been ex­
pended in o ther  parts . I  have only given the  m ain items 
of expenditure. The to ta l outlay of the  Board up to the  
31§t M arch, 1902, has been abou t 1J millions sterling, 
ou t of which, on the  m ost liberal estimate, K e rry  has not 
got more th a n  £25,000, though m orally and equitably  
en titled  to o n e - s i x t h . L e t  me no t be taken  as even 
insinuating  th a t  too m uch has been spent on any d istr ic t ; 
ra ther, on the  contrary , t h a t  a miserably m ean and p a l t ry  
sum— 1|  millions in  11 years— has been grudgingly given 
to the  m ost useful constructive work to which any 
Governm ent could give its  a t te n t io n ;  and, fu rther, th a t  
in  the  d is tribu tion  of the  am ount given, there  has been 
no system, no inqu iry  into, and  comparison of, the  needs- 
of districts.

A il honour to Dr. O ’Donnell and F r. O ’H ara . All 
honour to the  s tu rd y  peasants for whom they  fought,.
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and who unswervingly supported them, for the a tten tion  
they have compelled the Board to bestow 011 them. The 
work of replantation, of improvement of the homes of the 
peasants, effected by the purchase and sub-division of 
large grazing ranches, and by the  working of the  Parish  
Committee system, is of such a character th a t  i t  is incon­
ceivable how any Government can be so niggardly in be­
stowing Irish  money on a work of such great social and 
national importance. Fancy 1J  millions— nearly half of 
which is given in loans— being spent, in 11 years on the 
whole province of Connacht, on K erry  and Donegal, in 
alleviating the distress and in striving to brigh ten  the 
homes of those people, while, every year, our country 
pays to the British Exchequer over 3 millions sterling 
beyond what would be her due. W hen  one reads the 
statistics I  have given, showing the  poverty and disgrace­
ful housing of our poor, and (when we read) in the  official 
reports of the Board, of the good work done w ith the 
lim ited resources a t th e ir  disposal, one will ask, W hy not 
spend l j  million sterling, not in 11 years, b u t in one 
year, in purchasing estates, in improving the housing of 
the  poor, in s ta rting  and  developing industries ? This 
great question of the W est of Ireland, of w hat m ight be 
called the agricultural shuns, is one which m ust receive 
very careful a tten tion  in any final settlem ent of the land 
question.

L e t me give a few quotations from the official reports, 
showing w hat has been done in the  improvement of 
estates and by the  working of Parish  Committees.

“ P O R T  R O Y A L  ESTA TE.
“ Conditions under which tenants will get assistance 

for the  erection or improvem ent of dwelling houses.
2. A ny ten an t  who has not received assistance for

the im piovem ent of his house or offices, and who puts
up suitable offices on an approved site before Ju ly , will
get iron to roof same to a value not exceeing £ 4, w ithout 
charge.

3. A ny ten a n t  who erects a new dwelling house 
with thatched or slated roof, on an approved site, before 
nex t Ju ly , will get a free g ran t of £10 for same, e ither 
m  money or m aterials.”

&c., &c.



The official report says of the  working of Parish
Committees :—

“ No one can pass th rough  a  d istr ic t in which these 
Committees have been a t  work w ithout noticing on all 
sides the  new bye-roads, extensive drains, and numerous 
small buildings with galvanised roofs, which a t te s t  the 
success of the  scheme and  show th a t  a  real awakening of 
energy and  industry  has commenced am ongst the  small 
farm ers and  cottagers.”

A nd fu r th e r  Mr. Doran, Chief Inspector, says:—  
“ The scheme, in my opinion, has been a m arked success, 
n o t only from the  am oun t of work done, which is great, 
b u t  also from  the  m uch more far-reaching moral effects 
i t  has produced— a sp ir it  of rivalry  in cleanliness, in 
agricu ltu ra l and domestic progress, is being s tirred  up  in 
localities which have been alm ost impossible to get a t  in 
any  way h ithe rto  a ttem p ted  or suggested.”

F rom  these ex tracts  will be seen some of the  advan­
tages which follow the  purchase of estates by the  Con­
gested District» Board. They have powers which the  
L an d  Commission has not. N o t alone do they  purchase 
estates and  re-sell them  to the  tenants, m aking them  
peasant proprietors a t  considerably reduced rent, b u t  
they  take  a general survey, “ take  stock,” as i t  were, of 
the  estate. I f  i t  is in  need of draining, fencing, p lan ting  ; 
if roads are required, if dwelling-houses and oi*fc-offices 
are poor, the  Board come in and do all th is work. I f  
there  is land held u nder  the  11 m onths’ grazing system, 
they  divide i t  amongst th e  small farm ers and  labourers. 
Everybody m ust adm it th a t  th is  is excellent work. Con­
sidering the  position t h a t  m any of our fanners  in poor 
d istric ts  have been reduced to, i t  is essential th a t ,  for 
the  first few years a fte r  purchase, they  should be helped 
to place themselves in positions from which i t  will be 
possible afterw ards for them  to advance. The small 
farm er barely struggling to live will, i t  is true, be bene­
fited by purchase in any  shape or form ; b u t  how m uch 
more rap id  would his advance be, how m uch g rea ter his 
progress, if he a t  once got his feet on firm ground, if he 
s ta r ted  w ith even a  very small share of capital, and in a 
home and  surroundings which would m ake him  feel he 
was a creature  of God, a m an, not a dum b animal.

6



7

£430,827 have been l o a n e d  in the purchase of estates 
m ainly in C onnacht; £158,464 additional have been 
s p e n t  in improving those estates. I n  K erry , though the 
A ct constitu ting the Board gave them  power to purchase 
up to the  value of £162,853, not one penny has yet been 
spent m  purchase, nor, as a  consequence, on improve-
tS L  «  g l ef er Pa r t  of the Dingle and K enm are
eested f t í A  ° , the Çaherciveen Union, are “ con­
gested. I f  Lord V entry, who owns a considerable am ount
o property  m  the  Dmgle Union, would offer some of his
K  7 ] '"  the C f  'B ’ Perhaps we may be able to get 
the Board to tu rn  their  a tten tion  to K erry  ; we may then  
replace apathy  and dearth  of employment by W  and

£Z T t Z  work; 7  may get the ten - t  wío âpresent with an uncertain  ren t and a load of arrears 
will not improve land or dwelling house to take » 
thorough interest in tilling the  land, in improving and 
beautifying the house which he knows would bp h i!  own 
andl h »  children’s for all time. Throughout the  whole

Î n a n V lT v in Î  %  Í S Httle ° r  n ° ™ P ™ v e m e n t- th eten an t  living on from day to day in  the  hope of some-
fo rT b  r r S nP ’~ tilere is no employment w hatever 
for the  labourer; the  land has practically got ou t of

cIosedato0t h pand N1a t " í 'e’S St° reS a re ’ fo r th e  « m e being, 
th e  re su lt ^  P í 6 Ugh th ® P° w er Siven one m an,
em igration^rf 'th  7 “  “ T *  and COUntl7- R e s a l e  emigration of the  young workers, and poor-houses filled

W  f o T l f -  +1If L° rd Ventry feels he^hould 1 11 on
country 1 ° 6 ° f keePinS a ^ o l e  side of a
may b J f o u n d T  +i unprogressive, perhaps there 
in K errv  » !  H  o ther men amongst the landlord class 

® y, reasonable enough to allow the Board do for
t i l l  not do they  themselves eith e r  cannot or

C H A P T E R  I I I  
K E R R Y  A N D  T H E  C. D B

th a t  K errv  figUres Siven in Chapter I I .
g e s te f ’W  7  ° f 80’297 scheduled as “ con­gested, out of a to tal of 498,437 for the whole of Ire land  •
o f  ’i h  ° t h e r  w o r d s > K e r r y  h a s  o n e - s i x t h  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o r i  
«I th .  Whole congested are* of I r . I .n d ;  a n d S e f o r e ”

— J
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judging from th is s tandard  alone, we in K erry  should be 
e n t i t l e d  to o n e - s i x t h  of the  annual expenditure of the 
Board since its inception. The Board may, however, say, 
“ W e have, en trusted  to our care, 498,437 souls, of whom 
__it  is tru e— one-sixth are in K erry , b u t  we give assist­
ance where there  is g reatest need, and we are, further, 
•engaged in experim ental work which, if successful, we 
m ean to  ex tend .” W ith  the  la t te r  plea I  shall not deal 
fu r th e r  th a n  to say th a t  there  should be some reasonable 
lim it to the  experim ental period of the  C. D. B., and 
th e re  should now be shown an  earnest desire to p u t  into 
practice, immediately, th e  lessons which 11 years of ex­
perience should have taugh t, if we are not to see the 
b ravest of o u r  race still fu r th e r  reduced.

L e t  me tu rn  now to the  argum ent of giving support 
"where i t  is m ost needed. I  do n o t w ant to p a in t a h a r­
rowing p icture  of the misery which exists in the  congested 
d is tr ic ts  in K erry , n e ithe r  do I  wish to p u t  forward 
any miseracordiam appeal on th e ir  behalf. I  shall rely 
•entirely for my case on published reports and on census
T e t u r n s .  .

The average valuation  per head of the  population
w ith in  the  whole congested area of Ire land  is £1 3s., and 
fo r  the whole of congested K erry  i t  is £1  5s. Here, i t  is 
true , we are a l i t t le  b e tte r  th a n  the  average, b u t  we shall 
•soon see th a t  whatever advantage there  is, is more th an  
counterbalanced by the  very heavy taxes, for the  support 
of the  poor, which we have to bear in K erry .

The following statistics illustra te  th is po in t :

Supported out of rates 
indoor and outdoor.

Donegal,
L e itr im
Galway
Mayo

1 in 151 of the  population.
1 ,, 57 ,,
1 „ 52 „

Roscommon
K erry

Sligo
1 ,, 58 „ »
1 ,> 56 ,, >>
1 ,, 48 ,, »
1 3o ,, »

Thus i t  will be seen th a t  we are in a far worse con­
d ition  th an  the  worst p a r t  of Connacht. I n  fact, our
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num ber of paupers is nearly double th a t  of Mayo, and is 
four times th a t  of Donegal. The figures give above 
represent, in each case, the whole Co., rich and poor, not 
the congested parts  only.

L e t me now tu rn  to the  question of the housing of our 
poor, where, I  am sorry to say, the p icture  is as dark  in 
K erry  as in any p a r t  of Mayo or Donegal. I  shall only 
£ive figures re la ting  to houses of one room, which room 
selves the purpose- of kitchen, bedroom, dining room, 
parlour, and, perhaps, a t  times, stable, cow-house and 
piggery all rolled in to  one. I  shall give the  num ber 
of such houses where, from 5 to 11 hum an beings have to 
live in each of those hovels :—

Houses (one room).
5 per room 6 7 ~ 8 9 10 11

Donegal 395 314 3É4 ' 144 65 39 ~ 20
Leitrim 35 25 12 4 5 0 1
Galways 206 185 121 107 48 25 13
Mayo 351 304 198 143 69 50 15
Sligo 110 64 41 28 17 8 2
Roscommon 66 62 33 19 13 8 3
K erry 333 271 180 126 77 36 30

I  shall weary my readers still fu rth e r  by comparing 
Kerry, Mayo and Donegal— three  typical congested 
counties— basing my comparison on the relative num ber 
•of holdings under £ 4  valuation, and the population in­
habiting  these holdings in the three counties. I t  is true  
th a t  Glenties, in Donegal, and Swinford, in Mayo, have 
a  larger num ber of such holdings than  any union in 
K erry  ; b u t  the condition which m ust exist in Caher- 
■civeen, where 5,673 souls have to subsist on a valuation 
-of £2,523— an average of 8s. lOd. per h e a d ;—or in Kil- 
larney, where 7,307 have to subsist on a valuation of 
£2,531 an average of 6s. lOd. per head— is not equalled 
in Glenties or in Swinford, the average for Swinford being 
10s. and for Glenties, over 8s. These figures m ust appear 
s tartling  to many, even in K erry , who have never care­
fully studied the economic condition of our county, and 
they should show the most un th ink ing  bigot th a t  it  is 
not even in Irish  hum an na tu re— too to lerant and patien t
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though, in my opinion, i t  has always been to struggle 
quietly and uncomplainingly under conditions of govern­
m ent which have b rough t about such an  intolerable state  
of things, m aking living in  I re lan d  impossible for the 
Irishm an.

No. of holdings
K E R R Y .

und>
Caherciveen U nion  
Dingle U nion 
K «nraare U nion  
K illarney  U nion  
Listowel U nion 
Tralee U nion

D O N E G A L .
Ballyshannon U nion  
Donegal U nion  
D unfanaghy U nion  
Glenties U nion

M AYO.
B allina U niôn  
Ballinrobe U n ion  
Belm ullet U n ion  
Gwstf ftbar U n ion  
Claremorris U nion  
Swinford U nion

I  shall only add one fu r th e r  a rgum ent to prove th a t  
K erry , from the  p o in t of view of needs and  necessity,, 
is equally en titled  to the  a tten tio n  and assistance of the  
Board w ith  Mayo and Donegal ; and  in  my opinion, in 
face of the  neglect which has been shown us during  11 
years, and  of the  necessity for rem edial measures, which 
m ust be app aren t to anyone who reads the  statistics I  
have given, the  Board is, in duty , bound  to tu rn  it special 
a tten tio n  to K e rry  for a few years to come, and to ex­
pend there, not one-sixth of its  annual income, b u t  such 
a  sum as would repa ir  the  neglect of the  pas t 11 year's. 
The last comparison I  shall in s t i tu te  shall deal with 
emigration, in  which i t  will be seen th a t  K erry  is im­
m easurably worse th an  Mayo or Donegal.

£4  val. Y aluatn . Pbpln.
1073 £2523 5673'

450 951 2514
502 1310 2380>

1450 2531 7307
1747 2879 8175-
1262 2121 6345-

415 1050 1269-
1716 3650 6876
2246 3875 11186
5493 10242 25186-

1362 3491 6775
1365 3177 5681
1700 3571 9457
1799 4929 8340*
2422' 3776 6758
4768 12003 24002'
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Emigm. during 50 years

Donegal
Mayo
K erry

Present population.
195,149 '
199,166
165,726

ended 1901 
201,665 
164,589 
211,642

From  this i t  will be seen tha t, though our population 
is, and always has been, considerably lower th an  th a t  of 
Donegal or Mayo, the num ber who left our county during 
the  past fifty years is very much higher, and has reached 
the  alarming num ber of almost a  q u a rte r  of a  million 
souls. I t  would be ou t of place here to elaborate the 
economic and national loss which such a terrible drain  is to 
the country. Each em igrant was reared and  educated in 
Ire land  during its helpless years. This, taken  a t  an 
average cost of <£10 per annum, would mean £200 per 
emigrant, tak ing  20 years as the  average age. A t  this 
estimate, which m ust be considered a low one, K erry  has 
lost, during the  pas t 50 years, 40 millions sterling in 
rearing workers who will afterw ards give th e ir  muscle and 
b ra in  to build  up Am erican prosperity. W hy wonder a t 
the  marvellous growth of American trade, of American 
prosperity and power, when the insane and barbarous 
policy of the  English government of our country is placing 
a t  her disposal every year 40,000 of the  bravest of our 
race, in the  prim e of life, full of vigour, of energy and of 
tru e  Catholic honesty ! America has resources almost 
inconceivable awaiting the  hands of the  worker. 
E ng land’s policy in Ire land  places yearly a t  the disposal 
of America a capital sum of £8,000,000 sterling, to build 
up her trade  and commerce, to win for civilization her 
vast prairies, and therefore has she grown from a  popula­
tion  of 3 millions, a t  the  tim e she shook off the  English 
yoke a little  over a  century ago, to a population of nearly 
80 millions to-day, with wealth untold, with boundless 
energy, and a foreign trade  which in  a few years will 
entirely eclipse th a t  of Germany or England.

Can nothing be done to preserve this energy, th is 
capital, for Ire land  ? Much though we love America, we 
shudder a t  seeing the  old land deserted, the old home 
broken up, the old race scattered and destroyed. H ad  we 
a government having an interest in the  people of our



country, th is  terrib le  economic leakage would be inquired 
into and remedied. Capitalists invest th e ir  money in 
the  hope of a fair  re tu rn . IIow willingly would an Irish  
parliam ent invest its money in saving those 211,000 
K e i iy  emigrants, or th e ir  capitalised equivalent, 40 
millions sterling, for Ire land , by giving technical training, 
by helping to s ta r t  industries, and so find rem unerative 
employment a t  home for a people as intelligent, as ener­
getic and as noble as exist to-day !

I  shall no t pursue th is a rgum ent fu rther. I  have, 
I  th ink , conclusively proved th a t  there exists sore and 
urgen t need for large, I  would almost say lavish, expend­
itu re  on the  p a r t  of th e  C.D.B. am ongst us in K erry . 
The p icture  I  have pa in ted  may be uniiiviting and re­
pulsive. The tender sympathies and  hum anity  of some 
of my readers m ay be shocked a t  thus  th rus ting  ou t into 
the  public gaze, perhaps for the  delight, the  ridicule and 
contem pt of our governors, th is sad condition of a people, 
who, even in  th e ir  poverty, have a  very high sense of 
pride and national honour, and  who would loathe the  
idea of appearing as m endicants a t  E ng land’s door. I  
have, perhaps, ra th e r  ruthlessly  dissected the  economic 
conditions th a t  prevail. My only excuse is th a t  I  have 
given facts, which, however unpleasant, are still true, 
and solely with the  object of having public a tten tion  
directed and suitable remedies applied.
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C H A P T E R  IV .
L0 CAr í ' TAXATION CHARGES AND IM PERAL GRANTS.

The Local Taxation (I.) R etu rns  for the  year 1900-01 
issued last year, show a condition of affairs along the  west 
coast of Ire land  th a t  should dem and the im m ediate and 
serious a tten tio n  of the  Government. F rom  K erry  to 
Donegal, where the  people are least able to bear the 
burden of taxation , the  rates for local purposes run  to an 
enormously high figure ; while in the  m idland and some 
counties of the N orth  the  am ounts contribu ted  for local 
purposes is almost insignificant. I  gave the  case of a few 
counties typical of both  classes ;
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Total County, Union and Dist. Total on other lleredita-
clinrires on land per £  Val. meut:;.

» . • s d " s d
A ntrim  1 6  o 1(.
Arm agh 2 0 u

M E A T H  °
D unshaughlin 0 8 j_  L 8
Ardee No. 2 1 6 2 Q
Edenderry No 3 1 4 ' o a
Kells 1 8  o ()
M eath 1 10 \  a
Trim  1 2  2 4

K E R R Y . 4
Caherciveen 4 0 6 10
Cingle 3 6 6 4
K enm are 4 0 r ir»
Killarney 3 4 5 4
Listowel 4 2 r  «
Tralee 3 4 r

D O N EG A L. ° *

M A Y o " ” 8 '  3  °  6  1

Ballina 4 8 7 o
Ballinrobe 3 10 r n
Belmullet 8 2 19 in
Castlebar 4 4 6 S
Claremorris 4 1 _
K illa la  5 6 o ,
Swinford 4 6 7 1n
W estpo rt 4 2 7 ±

,, ,H ej e 1S a, dlsparity  of charge and of capacity to bear 
+? “ r',ellT? ll1lcl' the  Ir lsh  Government, if presuming to 

a ttend  to Irish  affairs, should give some little  a tten tion  
f n c h  unions of M eath and A ntrim , with rates 

y ing rom 8d. in the £  to Is. 6d., get as large a pro­
portion of the various Government grants in aid of local 
taxation  as do the poor unions in Kerry, Mayo or Donegal, 
^ h e re  though poverty is general, the rates go as high as 
12s. lOd. in the  £ .  According to the official report there 
are m  m any of those congested districts only two classes— 

the  poor and the destitu te ,”—yet with charming dis­
regard for the  wants of the  various districts, the  Govern-



m ent distributes its grants to rich and poor alike in such 
a m anner th a t  rich unions like D unshaughlin  can in a 
short time, w ith  a little  economy, m ain ta in  the ir  poor and 
conduct th e r  local affairs almost entirely on Government 
g ran ts  and w ithout levying any local tax  ; while the  dis­
tric ts  officially described as comprising only “ the  poor 
and the  destitu te  ” have to bear a  burden  so g rea t as of 
itself to create more paupers. The m otto apparently  
seems to be : The poorer a people are the  more tax  they 
should bear, and the  richer a  union is the  more support 
i t  should get. W ere I  to suspect th a t  the  English govern­
m ent of th is country  could, in so small b u t  im portan t a 
m atter, even once stum ble into doing the  r igh t thing, I  
would suggest th a t  some effort should be made to dis­
tr ibu te  g ran ts  amongst the  various unions or counties in 
proportion to th e ir  needs. The whole m a tte r  requires to 
be fully inquired into and remodelled, so as to make some 
a ttem p t a t  equalising local burdens all over Ireland. 
Pending  such inquiry, m ight I  suggest t h a t  the  balance of 
local taxation  which has accum ulated during  the  past 3 
years, and which m ust now be close on £ 100,000, m ight 
reasonably be d is tr ibu ted  in the  m anner I  suggest 
amongst the various unions in the  congested areas, special 
consideration being given to districts where poverty  and 
consequent burdens are greatest. This is only one sug­
gestion which can and should be acted on immediately.
I  do not by any means imply th a t  i t  would solve the  whole 
problem. The question of the  d is tr ibu tion  of Im perial 
g ran ts  for local purposes to congested and non-congested 
Ire land , is one which in the  very near fu tu re  m ust be 
fully considered, if “ the  poor and the  destitu te  ” are not 
to be made still more destitu te .
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C H A P T E R  V.
SOM E SU G G E ST IO N S.— IN D U S T R IA L  

D E V E L O P M E N T .
I t  may be th o ugh t th a t  a people living for genera­

tions' under such unfavourable conditions as I  have 
described, m ust now have th e ir  manhood and in tegrity  
sapped, th e ir  energy and vigour destroyed. So far, how­
ever, from th is  being the  case, there  is a very high 
standard  of intelligence amongst even the  very poorest
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of our people, there is a great desire for, and love of, 
education. The attendance a t the national schools in 
K erry  was, according to the latest returns, the  highest in 
all Ireland. This is the  one pleasing fact I  have to note, 
and one which, perhaps, should go fu rthes t towards in­
ducing the Board to try  some comprehensive scheme of 
industrial development in our midst, as certainly i t  be­
tokens one of the  most im portan t elements th a t  go to 
achieve success in any undertak ing  where ability  and 
intelligence are required. There is, furtherm ore, a 
splendid public sp irit exhibited everywhere, as is plainly 
evident— to take only one instance— from the  m anner 
in which our public bodies have taxed  themselves for 
works of public u tility . Railways and harbours cost the 
county about £16,600 per an., or over Is. Id. per  £  of the 
valuation of the whole Co. per an. As a fu rther  instance 
of the  sp irit of self-help and the  desire for industrial 
development which exists, the Parish  P ries t of Killor- 
glin, Rev. T. Lawlor, and myself were able to get from 
tw enty shopkeepers of th a t  small town a guarantee of £50 
each for the  purpose of s tarting  some local industry, on 
condition th a t  the C. D. B. were willing to  give us finan­
cial assistance and expert advice. I  am confident we 
could easily supply half-a-dozen other places in the  county 
th a t  would act in an equally spirited manner. Surely 
the  C. D. B. m ust recognise th a t  here are a people well 
worthy of support, th a t  here is a field where a little  a tten ­
tion and some financial assistance would repay a hundred 
fold. W ill they rise to the occasion, will they awaken to 
the ir  du ty  before i t  is too late ?

K erry  has unrivalled opportunities for industrial 
development. . W e have an abundan t supply of water 
power, we have cheap labour, fine harbours, a public eager 
for co-operation and advancement, and a trad ition  of 
former development. I t  will appear strange to some of 
my readers to learn th a t  the  small town of Dingle ex­
ported in the year 1750, linen to the value of £60,000, 
while to-day I  am afraid there is scarcely a loom a t work. 
This, of course, is p a r t  of th a t  progress due to the Union. 
I t  is one of the glorious results th a t  have followed 
our connection with a rich and world-wide empire. A  
small town which, 150 years ago, carried on a flourishing



trade d irect with Spain, is now unable to get a paltry  
sum for its p ier th a t  its fishermen— the only occupants 
of its harbour and the  only support of the town— may ply 
the ir  perilous trade  with the  m inim um  of risk.

Besides the establishm ent or aiding of industries, 
the  fishing industry  along the  sea-coast is well worthy 
of the a tten tion  and support of the  Board. Owing to 
insufficient capital for the  purchase of suitable boats and 
gear, the foreigner benefits more, every year, from deep 
sea fishing along our coast th an  do the natives. W e do 
not w ant charitable doles or outdoor relief frcm the 
B oard ; b u t  we do firmly dem and of them  th a t  a little  
more practical support is required, if they wish to enable 
the  willing workers along the  coast to avail of the wealth 
which, with proper equipm ent, they  could win from the 
sea. Several complaints have also been made th a t  the 
fishing industry  is very seriously in jured because there 
is no “ close season.” I t  seems very n a tu ra l th a t  fishing 
boats m ust cause very m aterial damage by working 
a t  a time when fish ' a ’e about to spawn. W e 
have game laws and in land fishery laws by the  score to 
protect, n o t  the  welfare and means of support of the 
many, b u t  the  luxury  and enjoym ent of the  few. Can 
nothing be done to p ro tec t th is  great industry, on which, 
in K erry  alone, thousands of our people depend for their  
subsistence ?

16

C H A P T E R  V I.
C O N C LU SIO N .

The time has passed for fu r th e r  dallying with this 
question. I f  we are scheduled as “ Congested,” and 
thus supposed to be u nder  the  protection of a Board 
which will relieve all our wants, we m ust see th a t  the  
protection is a  reality  and not a sham. O ur patience 
should be well nigh exhausted, and we should have 
learned, now, th a t  a policy of silence meets invariably 
with the  same rew ard from all Boards under the  English 
Government. W e are not, I  tru s t, incapable of learning 
from the  experience of the  men of Mayo and Donegal. 
Dr. O Donnell, the  beloved Bishop of Raphoe, represents, 
not technically perhaps, b u t  in reality  and in fact, the 
County of Donegal on the  C. D. B. F r. O ’H ara , in a
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similar manner, represents Mayo. Both are men who 
take a  deep practical in terest in everything th a t  concerns 
the  people's welfare. They are earnest, uncompromising 
supporters of the  N ational organisation, simply because 
they are convinced i t  will benefit a people whom they 
love. These men are with the people, of the people ; and 
the people respect and follow them. On the  Councils of 
the Board they are a power. Their word will be heard 
and respected, even though they never hide the ir  national 
sympathies, and consequently we have a reason for the 
good work done in Connacht and  Donegal. K erry  has 
been silent and apathetic. Connection w ith the  cause 
of the poor and oppressed seems to be getting ou t of 
fashion. Poverty  and em igration miay continue, the 
Catholic and the Gael m ay leave our shores^ the  foreigner 
and the non-Catholic may take his place, thousands of 
our people may be compelled to herd in hovels unfit for 
hum an habitation, our asylums and our poor houses 
may be full, our schools and our churches may be grow­
ing em ptier every year ; yet still, b lind to the  inevitable 
fate th a t  m ust soon come on the Catholic Gael if the pre­
sent state of things continue, we are silent and heedless 
of it  all. W e have no special representative on the 
Board, we have no strong public opinion which would 
compel a Board or a Government to do its duty , or clear 
out. There are, however, very hopeful signs. May they 
grow and strengthen is my fervent hope. The pa th  of 
duty, the  road to success, is clear to all who have hearts 
to feel for the ir  people, and courage and sp irit to take 
a  p a r t  in brightening the  lot of our countrymen, and in 
saving the  rem nant of a race which, through seven cen­
turies, has sacrificed, as no other nation has, possessions, 
power and m aterial welfare, for principle, for religion- 
and for liberty.

PRICE THREEPENCE,



DO YOU W ANT TO  JOIN T H E  RANKS

of the Ir ish  In d u str ia l  Revival ?—

I F  SO,

W a lk  in th e  p a th  of I r ish  
In d u s t ry  by w earing  W helan’s 
Shoes . The Cream  of Ir ish - 
M an u fac tu re  is stocked in  the  
Boot and  Shoe Line, a t

W H E L A N ’S BOOT W A R E H O U S E , 
21, T H E  SQ U A R E , T R A L E E .

Look Here ! Are Yon aware that
CREIGH TO N

Sells only J. J. & S. Old Malt Whiskey, 
5, 8, and 10 Years’ Old in his Bar ?
12, SM TO.1 g j j H i t /  f l â l l l s

B IL L IA R D  R O O M  A T T A C H E D .

- P R IN T IN G -
P10 UPTLY, NEATLY & CHEAPLY

EXECUTED 
At the Offices of  

THE PEOPLE S PAPEliS.
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Williams & Woods’
SSW IM S B 'S  JAMS #

MADE FROM

Selected Irish-Grown Fruit.

raw mmm?B
N O W  R E A D Y .

To be had of all Leading Grocers and P rov is  on
M erchants.

smn fein ! sum yém ! sirm pern ArïiÀin.

Gaelic Leaguers.
Support Irish Manufacture,

BY PATRONISING THE

■* IVERAGH I N D U S T R I E S  *•
(Handloom W eaving Factory),

Where Irish Tweeds & Irish Home­
spuns are Woven from K e r r y  Wool,

By Irish-speaking W eavers in our Handlooms. 
D urabilitv  Guaranteed Î

F or Finish and Cheapness our Goods can compare 
with any in the  U nited K ingdom  !
Samples on application to

T his  M a n a g e r , I v e r a g h  I n d u s t r i e s ,

C a h k r c i v k k n , C o u n t y  K e r r y .
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