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Sbb(t Remarks #pon thelate At of Refnmp-
tion of the Irith Forfeitures,and upon the
manner of putting that At in Execntion.

they find themfelves agriev’d by a Law, are allowed the liberty
of plainly reprefenting their Grievance, and petitioning for re-
drefs by the repeal of that Law, 1 hope it will not be accounted
a Crime, nor an unbecoming aflurance, ino ne who is a Sufferer by the
late Bill for Refumption of Zrifh Forfeitures, to lay before the Hono-
rable Houfe of Commons a few fhort Remarks upon that Bill, and the
manner of the Execution of it, whereby himf{elf and many other of
his Majelty’s Proteltant Subjeéts, whofe Veins hold no other Blood than

1, ] :Very the leaft Trade or Body of men in the Kingdom, wlien

- what is Englifh, have {uffered'to a very great degree, in hopes that the

Houfe may think that matter worthy of a Review, and fecond Con-
fideration.

" 2. Iam firmly perfwaded, that if the truth of the ftate of the Zrijh
Grants, or any thing nearit, had been honeftly reprefented to the Houfe
of' Commons, whatever Schemes of Affairs fome particnlar enterprizing
Gentlemen might have projefted and framed to themfelves, it would
have been impoflible to_have gain’d a Majority of that Houfe to have
paffed the Bill, at leaft not in the manner it is now framed. :

3. ' As to the Bill no~ depending in the Houfe for the Refumption of
£nglifh Grants, altho ‘probably there is not one of the Grantees, who 1s
not reprefented by a Member, in whofe Eletion his Grant gave him a
Right of Voting ; and altho the Matter being tranfalted here, 1f may rea-
fonably be _prgl%med that many Members of both houfes are throughly ac-
?uainted with the Grarts themfelves, and the Confideraticns for makiog

ficmy';’ the Printed Votes tell us every day, that as many Petitions as
are offered “againt the Bill, are eafily reccived, and referred to the
Gommittec‘to whom' the Bill is committed : But unhappy Jreland is
fo bebound by a Law made¢ by Perfons never chofen to rey-nfcxl)t lru:r,
| : | W Perions
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Perfons who cannot be prefumed to be truly acquainted, of their own
knowledge, with her prefent Circumftances, Interefts or Affairs, and
this too without giving her any opportunity of being heard.for her felf.
It is not the Intent of this Paper to enter into the queftion of the Right
( which fome however think of confiderable weight and confequence
in the matter ) but to confider how a thing fo unufual and-‘c_xtrgor‘di-

nary did prepail. A 2t Uhih JRR Y ,
4. 1 do not prefume by any means to arraign or cenfure the Proceed-
ings of a Parliament 5 it is no refle&tion upon them to do things which
carry a fair'appearance of advantage to, the Publick, .as they arerepre-
fented tothem, tho’ Deceits may be put upon them : And it’s a fufficient
reconciling of their Proceedings to the Rules of Juftice and Equity, that
they ufed all the caution that was neceffary to obtain a true Information
of the ftate of the Cafe ; that they fent over Commiflioners, fortified
with very large Power, to make Enquiries, and to report the matter to
the Houfe. It could not be prefumed ( and therefore a Suggeftion of that
kind would have been ridicul’d ) that Perfons fo imployed would dareto
make a Report to fuch an Aflembly without due Examination, and much
tefs to aflirm Fads contrary to plain Informations received ; and it is
no wonder, as the Report ftated matters to them, that it fhould move
thetr Indignation to the higheft degreé. - I.fhall not offer to difpute the
reafonablenefs of any one ftep taken by either Houfe in the Affair 5 I
have learned to make my Underftanding fubmit to whatever the Parlia-
ment judg to be reafonable and fitting to be done : But if many innocent
Families muft unavoidably be ruined by the Bill grounded upon that Re-
port ; and if that Information fhall Evidently appear to be grofly falfe
in it {elf in many, nay, moft particulars, and that thofe Miftakes were
not due to want of Opportunities of being truly informed; but to a re-
folution to reprefent things quite otherwife than the Trath was; per-
haps the Houfe may think it felf concern’d in Honour to exprefs fome
Refentments, or a diflike at leaft, of fuch an abufe of the Confidence re-
pofed by them in their, Commiffioners, which produced a Bill fo fevere,
to fay nothing more of it. | | 2
5. The moft avowed Enemies of that unfortunate Kingdom, tho witty
Gentlemen (whoaltho they defpife it, and all that belong toit, yet at the
fame time, contrary to the nature of Contempt, make it the very mark
of their Envy) mult allow that the dull Proteftants of Zreland were great
Sufferers upon the account of their Religion and firm adherence; to the
Intereft of England; that fuch of them as were forced to fly for. want of
Arms, or of a Force capable of making a ftand, were as forward to,
' re{urn
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- return and 'ventare their Lives foc'the aflerting the Englifh Laws and Li-
berties as any Subjects whatever; and that fuch of them as could get into
a Body, ‘and poffefs themfelves of Places of any Strength did defend
thofe Places to the wonder of Mankind. And it cannot be denied, that
-by that Defence, and the ftand that they made there, the Ravages and
Calamities that attend a War were kept in that poor Country, of which
War (‘without that'oppofition) England in all probability had been the

Seat. . = ’

6. Thefe things could not foon flip out of Memory, or be forgotten
-nor could the Intereft /that fome of thofe Sufferers,and the Proteftants
of Ireland had in thofe Grants in general'be unknown; and therefore the
Gentlemen who projected thecreating of beneficial Offices to themfelves,
at the expence of a poor Kingdom, were put to make nfe of all their
skill to work up the minds of People into fuch a ferment as might mafter
and over-power every thought of Tendernels:and‘Compaflion : And it
pretty well known what Courfes ‘they 66k to do it:" But time will
quiet-Paflions and difcover Truth..” Two of the three reporting Conm-
miflieners are fcon to appear before the Houfe. I think it may not be
improper to give fome hints 'of Enquiries, which the Members, if they
Ppleafe, miay make, inorder.to theid having fome certain meafure of
‘what they are to depend upon'from the A¢t (for, as has been very well
obferved; the late:Report skilfully 2voids every thing of this'kind )and
that the poor Soldiers, the Perfons concerned i the Tranfport Debt, ¢,
after a tedions waiting may not find.themfelves deceived by fuch a Fund
as to make felling their Debenturesat fifty per Cent. the molt eligible part,
- = dwill forthie prefent admitthatithe gerferal Diftafte which this Bill
~ hasgivento the body of the K"’_‘ing&om of Iréland,is not afalfe ftepin policy
l\ at this time = 1 will [uppofe toojthat the A pprehenfions which many there
. have taken up, that it looks like a very breach of their Conftitution, is
- perfectly groundlefs, and of no confequence (‘without doubt the Gentle-
- man; who faid in difconxfe, that it were-better the ‘Bill fhould be loft,
. than_the exprefs Repealofan A& lof their Patliament fhould beomitted,
' as he feemediperfetlyamalter of the:Conducy of the 'wiiole Bill, as fome.
. very extraordinary Reafons for his faying fo) yet'Tamfully prefwaded
if England had been mace fenfible, that'the A& would'be a certain Ruin
tofo many EnglifbiProtetant Families; ‘that befides the Refumption it
felf,; (which wouldylie’ heavy lenough upon man§ of the Stbjects of that.

Kingdom).the Charges of making and 4t tending their ‘Claims would be
iﬁ&?& as that/K m is mot able 'to bédr; and that"the'effed of this
would | be 'only the creating Offices of ‘advantage-to fome paglcullar

e O entle- .
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Gentlemen,, with a very little return in eafe of the Englifh Debtss I am
perfwaded that an Englifh Parliament would have fcorned to take this
-courfe in eafing her If in an inconfiderable Sum, by layiag fuch an over-
load .upon her Slave and Drudge 5 much lefs would it have committed
‘into the hands of fome Gentlemen fuch unlimited Powers-over a King-
dom, as are without any Pecedent in Englifh Law or Hiftory: and per-
haps‘their Jultice and Compaffion may incline them yet to find out fome
means of removing the Load, and relieving the poor Sufferers.

8. Inftead of this, it’s reported abroad, that the Gentlemen im ployed
‘are not content with their prefent Power, nor think themfelves yet Arbi-
trary enough, but follicit an enlargement of their Authorities, as well as
of their Time, and confequently of their very good Salaries, . Whether
that, or the finding fome way. of delivering ‘a miferable people of fuch
Mafters, be the more realonable, a fatisfa®ory Anfwer to fome few
‘Queltions may perhaps in fome meafure determine. :

9. The firlt Report is before thesHoufe : it was that which raifed the
expectation of the Parliament fo high,that they thought reafonable to vary
from their general Courfe of Proceeding, and to do thiags not common,
by which feveral Members expreffed themfelves fenfible that fome Hard-

ips would unavoidably fall upon particular Perfons, but the general
‘Good over-ruled fuch Confiderations that they chofe rather to ftrain a

little, than_not come at fuch a Mine as was promifed them towards esfing

a Burden, which lay very heavy on FEngland. Two of the three who

{ublcribed the firft Report (asis faid before ) are foon to attend the Houfe, -
particularly Mr. Anfley, who after having delivered that Report at the
Bar of the Houfe, undertook to jultify and: anfwer all Objecions that
fhould be made againft it 5 for the truth of which, I am confident I may
dppeal to the memory of feveral Members who heard him,altho perha
he might have reafon to be affured he did not run any great hazard of
being at that time called upon to make good what he fo ftrongly promi-
fed. ~ [ think it may be immediately expeéred. after a full years further
attendance upon that Enquiry; he thould be able to give a full, ptain, and
dire& Anfwer. how far that Revenue 'may be depended upon as a Fund
for what is charged upon it (which' are Débts of Honour and of great
compaflion Jand whether the produce of it will be an equivalent forthe fet-
ting a Precedent of invefting a few Gentlemen, not all of them perfedtl
skilled in the Laws or of vifible Fortunes,with {o arbitrarya Powerof judg-
ing & determining the Property of a wholeKingdom,that the Wifdom of
the Lawsof England has nof thought it fafe to intraft the King, the Houfe
of Peers and all the Courts of Jultice in this Land with any thing like it.

10, The
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10. The Eltate commonly called the private Eftate (thofe Lands which

- were velted in the Duke of York before his Acceflion to the Throne, and
- afterward granted to the Lady Orkney ) 1 take to be out of the compafs
- of this Enquiry : There was no need of furnithing out Commiffioners at

fuch an Expence, and fuch large Powers, relating to that.

There were very few Claims to be heard 5 the Commiffioners, as 1 have
been well aflured, had an Entry at large delivered to them, a perfe&t
Rent-Roll of the Eftate ; the Gentlemen concerned in the Management
of it put that matter into fuch order for them, that Mr. Hooper ( now
a Commiffioner, and their then Secretary ) faid at the Board, that had
the like Methods been obferved in all Returns, three Months would have
been fufficient to have compleated their bufinefs. So that s very {mall
Expence of Time and Pains might afcertain the true ftate of thofe Lands,

' as may be very eafily judged, as well from what is abovefaid

_as from that very nice ¥ Account given of this Eftate by alate  Fus Regium.
Ingenious Author. If therefore there has been any confide-
rable wafte of Time and Expence in that matter, " it has had fome other
end in it, than barely to be informed of the truth of that Revenuve., I

- hear the Commiflioners report thofe Lands to be of a very extravagant
- Value ; at prefent I'll not concern my {elf further about them, than

to caution People againlt being d€ceived by the fame Methods a fecond
time, and to fay that thofe Lands may be difpofed of without the yearly
Elxlepcnce of Forty Thoufand Pounds in Salarics, and other Charges to
efect it, ._

ri. But it may be proper to have the Houfe truly informed what
has been made of things properly called Forfeitures, in a years time.

. There can have been but, Jittle need of their Judicial Power of hearing

-~ and determining Claims to Perfonal Eftates; and therefore it’s to be

-

prefumed that all thofe matters are over, and that they are able to give

~ a perfe& Account of them.

It may then be reafonably demanded,
_1ff, What the Value of thofc are ? How much received, and what
proportion thofe Receipts bear to the firft Report 7 and in general how

and how much ?

' far the firft Repart will be verified, in what particulars it will fall fhort, |
?‘L

2ly, Whether they have made any Inventory of thofe Perfonal Goods
- and Chattels that are vefted in them, to whom they have Sold themn, and

- for how mueh ?

The
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The negle or delay of doing this, is an abufe of the Favour in-
tended by the Pacliamént to the Purchafers of Forfeited Interefts, as to
the third part of their Purchafe-Mony, forafmuch as they are to receive
part of the twenty one thoufand Pounds allotted to them out of the Pro-
duce of the perfonal Eftates. 73 . Plgg %75
It may be demanded of them in general, o A
3, What Calh remains now in the hands of their Receivers, or
Calheers in Dublin, abave the Charge of their Salaries and Manage-
ment 5 and whether in their Accounts Credit is given by what is made
by the Fees in feveral Offices #, It is conceived this ought to be done,
in regard the whole Expence is deéfrayed out of the produce of the
Forfeitures, and, therefore it’s reafonable’ that the Fees fhould - be
;r_fteemed fo much neat Money, and ought to be accounted for as
-iach. (104 42 | :

And it is to be hoped the Houfe will require their laying before
them their Table of Fees, which (however moderate it may appear)
is an exceflive Charge to the Kingdom §! for 'by the A& the Claimant
is obliged, in his Glaim/ to fet forth his' Title,' and by what Deeds he
derives it So.that where the thing is of inconfiderable Value (which
generally happens in cafes of fuch as are°leaft able to bear it) the
Gharge of Attendance and paying the®Court exceeds te Value of the
Intereft claimed. The ufual Expence in the Offices for an ordinary
Claim is about ten pounds, of greater Claims‘abundantly more. :

4ly, Have they proceeded to fell fuch part of the Forfeited Lands,
as_have beenm not claimed, or fuch as lave been claimed, and " dif-
culled 7 1f fo, to what Valie do the Lands fold amount? If not,
what is their reafon for delaying the execution of that part of the

5ly, Whether theyshave given Certificates to intitle the Purchafers
to their relpective Shares of the twenty one thoufand Pounds? If
they have given fuch Certificates, when did they give the fame, and
whether fuch Certificates have.not been demanded, and refufed by
them? If fo, upen what account was fuch Refufal ? Whether by
{uch Refufal the Purchafers have not been hindred from receiving All-
Saints Rent, and will not alfo lofe the Rents becoming due this Ay ?
Have they allowed them Intereft for their Shares of the twenty one
thoufand Pounds? Have they not been delayed of the advantage the
A& intended them of demanding the Remainder of the Mony from -
thofe of whom they purchafed, for want of fuch Certificates?” What was
the number of thofe Purchafers, and what was the Expence of pro-

fecuting

-
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fecutmg each Glmm in order to intitle fuch Purchafers to their Share of
the twenty one thoufand Pounds,

12. This Right muft be done to the Truftees, That they have endea-
voured in moft Cafes to make the utmoft of their Truft; bat whether by
fuch Methods and Courfes as the Honour of'an Englifh Parhamen* would

-endure, if they were ac% uainted with them, may be known by Anfwers
to the fol]owmg particulars.

1f. The A& requires fuch as are in Pofleflion of forfeited Lands to
return a true Particular of the Value under a great Penalty: Whether
they have expected fuch a Particular,according to theValue that a Te-
nant might reafonably give for the Land to be fet out to Farm,or whether
according to the Rates which the loweft undcr-Tenants and {mall Cot-
ters (who work out all that which is called their Rent, and much more

- with their Landlords)'do agree to pay to the Tenant, and what all fuch
undcr—cht caft up together amount to? -

This is the Kind of Enquiry which has been made in the private Eftate,
to make its Value appear confiderable.

2ly. Whether they have not contra&ed with Tenants for Leafts for

~one Year, and what the R¥turns of fuch Contra®s were ? Whether they

have not fre uently fét the fame Landsafterwards to othet Tenants not-

~ withftandin the‘fbrmv:r Agreemients, ‘for a little more than the firft

* Tenant contracted for?, And whether they have not difpofiefs’d the firft

- Tenant, and compelled him, and by what means, to advance his Rent, or

qult the Poffeffion ?

}3{)' ‘Whether they have ndt order’d ‘their Colle&ors, Mana"ers ‘and

5 ¢ivers, to demand more Rent than the Tenants contracted for, ang
to allow ‘what the Tenant paid for Quit-Rents, or’the Land- T ax';

i and in defavlt of payment, to deftrain? Whether they have not direGed
‘their Receivers not to obey or regard any Replevins,if the Tenant lion}
fue out’fuch, a‘ml* l mr thél‘rﬂ? (‘particuldrly the Sheriff ‘of the Gount

i ‘E {ggié& ore ecute any ‘Replevia agdinft any ‘Per{on

S @)% £? Have they any Entriesior Copies 6t the Or-

ders iven yltl?eml to thqr Colle&ors and Recewers ¢ Thcfcmoald be

ufa ¥

4>)r t iscthe Red{on why Leffees, whd aré not liable to pay Quiit-

lllcqt or any morg t Wfbiet of the Land-Tabt ‘hive been obliged to

iv ' %ynthdu ﬁﬂﬁﬁ h-for QL( t=Renf or'for the

d"ﬁf fhé’lr.anﬁ-"l'ax atd ,‘only being promtied an

: wance for the Money in fonie futur{ half Years Rent 7 Lf the mtent
SRNITIOr - B of
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of this proceeding fhould be to make: the Rent-Rqll-as-con ﬁdeta?‘
poflible, that were a deceitful Reprefentation to coftinue tf

der the fime mi itake, into which the former Report led thtm, whlch
the Houfe will hardly endure. I’s paft all, Difpute, that the -ipcurring
Intereft of allowed Incumbrances, and Arrears due for, Quit- Cﬂt,,w ‘
for the Land-Tax, mightily fwell the Debt, and that thﬁ}l muit be
ed one time or other unlefs the Land be fold and by that means, a;ﬁ

by the Claufe in the A& the Quit-Rent, and Lemd- xhe cut off : Btu ;
ﬁ

E‘hls would be fuch -a piece of In }uﬂ:lce as it is to; bg, oped will no
1l er d '

2 "IJ“- 941l B 1IN

13. As to the Hard(hips put upon the Clannam;s, an,d the Bur:i;ap u,pqp
the whole Kingdom, the irregularity; of: their ?roceedmgs and the Li-
berty they take by their fupreme Powersof fetting .alide tormaI fg.tt]fgd

regular Proceedings at Law ; It may be. wnrtbl, uirin
1/#. The Trultees being by the A&, mgoﬁnemdraﬁp‘ € "%1%4’ quomr,
upﬂgy,g 19 lt:

they fhall think fit (which feems fo great, arlﬁ'ruﬂ
ought not to be put into other hands) have, they, not, 1 n.dg]

Power of fummoning Perfons to.any Clerk or Clerks, and tor wh m?'
Have not feveral Perfons been fummoned from ;emot prﬁ@f the Klng-
dom, and after long attendancaatpuhlqu cn 4 fF J t.l{\qgt QQMG-
exammed 2 Have not . blank stlmnwns been. e?nm %gm{g;« and
filled up there? Have not:Claimants atfende 5t51eﬂ3:§¢t
the times their Claims were pofted. to;be heard, and bccn pu%oif p‘!
day to day, yet obliged to attend at the peril of theu'

mjfled for want.of Profecution ? 1Have they, not been fo RBY’d - ptlt
off ipon Motion of th?e T ruftees Counci ;51: of ?%j '{E&"ﬁ{‘ |

Suggeftion, that they fhould have Evige J}prqaﬁt r OP ¢
the Truﬂ;ees in Gafes of this Naturc, icn the ( alm§

larly- pofted,,and the times for their co,mtr;g on, wer

Whizes {rgguu%e any Qath or put, themwp pppn l;arsﬁ? qg@gqu ggg-
Agg, Letters out ofs theoCountry 3.y a; ngg § %

the aiqlangi?‘ was any AL}gwance made 5‘t 1em -for;
and; Expence ?

21y WhercaProteﬁant was in Poffeffion liefbre the 1: th. of Fg
.3588 or fince that timey; upon Mortgages, ep,;s,e Xtents, Of 0~
E ‘tﬁ’ of Lands belonging 9 forfel !‘ﬁ\fgg ottt s 10 g s
1y Whether, the Try ess»baxg 2ot dipollels’d PC vk
ceived the Proﬁts,a,lftho fach Prote; ;.srcc?vgr | at Law,

feiture ) againft the E,mgpr his Grantee,whilft they, had ﬂ?&; -
a orfeiling

15%ig 218 ')
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l :;g%whg@erﬁn in them; and were aGually in Poffeflion when the A&
-3ly, When fuch Proteftant Méﬁinbrances have been allowed upon the

i

- Glaims of fuch Proteftants, whether they have again been put into Pof-
feflion, or been paidany part of the ntereft of their Incumbrances by
- the Truftees? bamor 1 ik

The A& velting the LLands in the Trultees; according to* the feveral
Interefts of the forfeiting Perfons, with a Saving to theRights of others,
whetlier they do carry the equal and indifferent hand which Perfons in.
trufted as Judges ought, if they do firft by their Power firft difpoffefs
him who had a lawful Title to the Polleflion, becanfe the A& veits the
Lands in theém, but afterwards, thc’ the Claimant’s. Title be allowed,
will not reftore him to his Pofleflion, or 'allow him Inter¢ft for his

Money ? e : \

14. The property of the Subjeéts of Ireland, tho not much valued and
regarded by fome People, is to them as dear as theirs is to the hap-
pier Men 'whofe Lot is fallen to’ them in England, and they wifh for no-
thing more than to be/fubje& to' the fame Laws as Englifbmen.  Ireland
has ‘been famous to a Proverb, for producing Witnefles ready to affert
-any thing that may give them a profpett of yielding Advantage : Such
Witnefles, and the Credit they deferve, are pretty well known to their
Neighbourhood, the Inhabitants of . that Country, who have been long
under the affliGting Neceflity of converfing with them: But they are not
- founskilful in their Trade, as not to be able to frame Stories {o confi-
- ftent, that Strangers to them and their Behaviour (of which kind of
- Perfons the Trult is for the greateft part compofed) may eafily be im-

pofed upon by them.  I'mention not this out of a defire that more
. Truffees of that Kingdom fhould be appointed. That Nation has had
- too fad Experiences of the Candour and good Will of fome of her Na-
- tivesalready, to make that her wifh. But fince the matters fubjc& to
_ their Enquiry and Determination are of fo great Value, and Property is

fo' highly concerned, whether it might not have been reafonable to hive
~ keptup to the old/Law of England, of enquiring by Juryin fome of the
moft difficult and confiderable Cafes, if fot inall, might firely be wor-
 thy of Gonfideration; efpecially if what I hear fome of the Trultees pre-
tend unto, and aim at be true.
l In a Place that never had a Priviledge of holding Parliaments of its own
confirm’d touit, Tet it be never fo intirely fubjected to the Crown of
EMy,msﬂfulutﬁCﬁﬁque&, orotherwife 5 yet if the: Bencfic o]f
: B 2 .bfg/zfj
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Englifh Laws were once granted to it,” Icannot believe that a Parliament-
of England would think it reafonable to fubjet the Eftates and Proper-
ties of Perfons living there, not guilty of any Crime, nor under any
Accufation, to the Arbitrary will and difpofal of any number of Men :
yet according to the Interpretation fome of thefe Gentlemen put upon
their own Authority, and which, as it is reported, they-are endeavou-
1ing to get explain’d and eftabliftied by new Claufes, ‘this feems tobe.-
the Cafe of Ireland. {UER B v el 3 Mee: ot 1o elivisind
15. The words of the A& do veft the Eftates of Forfeiting Perfonsin
the Truftees, and impower them to difpofe of thofe Eftates. .A. who .
is a Forfeiting Perfon, has Lands called D. adjoining to the Eftate of B.
A Forfeiting Perfon called §. . is fn pofleflion of a piece of Land as par-
cel of his Eftate, but B: laid Glaim to it as a pareelof S. The TruH:ces .
in this Cafe are warranted by the A& to adjudg that B’s Eftate called
S. is vefted in them ; but if they may gofarther, and determine thar that
particular parcel of Land, of which A.~was in pofieffion, is parcel -of
that of S. (the Eltate vefted in them ) and thereupon fhall difpoffefs 4.
(fuch Opinionsand Cafes there have been)and this Proceeding fhould be
eftablih’d, what Man in Frelard can be fafe ? Or 'what Eftate is there in
that Kingdom that is not fubjec to- their Pleafure, and Arbitrary De-
termination, without Jury, or other legal Proceedings whatfoever, on
any Appeal of Redrefs ? . e ealia s
16. Might it not be of dangerous Confequence toiallow a:Power to
Perfons (fome of whom have fhew’d themfelves not'veéry well: vers'd in
Legal Proczedings) to ravel into the A&s of Courts of Juftice, and un-
fettle Legal Determinations, taking upon themfelves a Jurifdiction to de-
termine between Party and Party, whichi of them has a Right tothe
thing claimed, and by thatDetermination in effe&t. reverfing a former
Decree, or;other legal Proceeding ? For Example; A Debt claim’d up-
on a Forfeited Eftate by two feveral Claimants, both of them fully, and
to fatisfadion, make the Debt appear tobe due ; fo that the Truftees are
by the A& required to decree that itis a juft Debt : But what are the
words of the A¢t, or was it ever the intent of the Parliament to take
from the proper Gourts, and the ordinary Gourfe of \Law, the Power of
deciding to which of the contefbing Pdrties'the Debt belongs, and to
make the Truftees the Judgesand Determinersof that which in no fort
cncreafes or diminifhes the Sum to be raifed # : Yet fuch Cafes there are,
where the Truftees haye exértedstheinPower; and taken npon themiclves
4o ad judg(and that too'contrary to former legal Ddterminations in proper
Coutss) to which of the Parties of the:iDebt ofiRight belongs, zénd%h?y;
g - refufe
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refifed to form their Decree in fuch terms as might have allowed the
Debt, and faved the Right (whatever it was) of each Party.§ 1

. 17. A few Inftances of this kind may fhew how dangerous a thing th
giving of a Power, which feems unlimited, may prove, and what the
Confequences of their obtaining a general Confirmation of their Pro-
ceedings would be, which it feems they are endeavouring to procure,

18. The Truftees, by the A&, have a Power to adjuft Accaunts on Pe-
nalties. A Proteftant Incumbrancer is in pofftflion DY virtue of his In-
cumbrance (for example Tenants by Elegir or Statute ) the Land is gran-’
ted by the King in Fee, and the Grantee fells it : The Purchafer (whofe -
Bufinefs and Intereft it then was, to be as ftri& in exacting an acconnt as

offible ) accounts with the Tenant by Elegir, &e. and after the beft in-

ormation he can get, fettles the Land, as if it were worth two fhillings
per Acre during the Extent, and pays the Ballance of the Account fettled:
having now loft two thirds of his Purchale Money at leaft in effect,
claims -the remainder of the Debt which he paid to the Creditor,
and has not received out of the profits of the Land. The Mafter to
whom the Account is referred, charges the Land as worth (by a Value -
new {et upon it ) four fhillings per Acre, fo as the Debt is not only paid, |
but a great ballance on the other fide. = Were it not a ftrange way of
accounting in this cafe, to charge him that paid off the Debt for clearing
his Purchafe, with more profits made of the Land than he could get al- -
lowed in his accounting with the Creditors, tho he ufed his utmoft. en.
deavors, and good husbandry, as it was his intereft, all that he could
get allowed, being for what appeared then fo much faved in his Pocket ;
{0 that ‘he may be concluded'to have done his beft? '

19. Have not the Truftees obliged all perfons who had Money fecured
to them by Judgment, Statute or Mortgage, fince 472y $6. to prove the
actual Payment and Loan of the Money, and adjudged all Securities on

- voluntary Conveyances within the intent of the A&, where there has. .
not been atual proof of the payment of the Money? And have not
feveral perfons loft ‘their Debts upon that account, tho there was no.
grount! of fufpition or'pretence'of Fraud in acknowledging fiich Statute
or Thdgment; but for want of Witneffts dire@ly proving the payment.

i of their Money, havehad their Claims difmiffed ? |

" -—-'-w-c-’p:;__-————-—w». -

20. Have not the Trultees protccted all perfons from Arrefts, who
pretend to be able to do fervice’ .

| either are fummoned as Witneflts, or
t by making out a‘Title to Lands in the Truftees ? ~ Hag
' " Have notifeverdl Debtors been’ thind proteied; wha never did or

coitld de fifch Service # Does not Mr. Aorabam Whire, ‘their Clerk, ?i"e
B prn : | uch

-
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fich Summons as oft as asked, and, eater.any man’s Name as a Difco--
_verer who calls himfelf fo ? ‘That Entry makes his Perfon facredy till Ap-

plication is made to the Truftees, who it’s true of late have been lefs
fond of Prote&ing fich Perfons then formerly : But the Expence of
moving the Traftees, and procuring a Report of the matter, is fo great,
that few complain of the Hardhips of that kind which they lie under:.
31. Upon the whole matter, if the Pacliament fhall upon Examination
find the Refumption it {elf, in the manner it now ftands, a great blow to
the Proteftant Intereft in Jreland, and aleflening the Englifh Intereft
there ;. if it be made evident to them that the Expences of attending by
‘Claimants and Perfons fummoned to Dublin, by the Power of the Tru-
ftees, will amount to a greater Charge upon that impoverifi’d Kingdom,
than’ the whole Enquiry will return neat to England ;. if they fhall find
‘that the Powers given the Truftees, either really in themfelves, or as
‘they are put in pratice, do puta ftop atprefent to the common courfe of
Jultice in that Kingdom, ravel into and unfettle Legal Determinations as
far beyond the common fenfe of the words of the A&, as the Powers
themftlves do exceed all that were ever yet granted:; and.if after all this .
the continuance of this A&, and of the Execution of it, will prove at lift
only an enriching of fome particular Perfons out of the Spoil of a poor
harafled Kingdom, and giving to a few Opportunities of venting their
private Piques and Animofities, without turning to any confiderable ad-
vantage to Ensland : 1t is hombly offered to the confideration of the
Parliament, whether Englandwill not think it worth its. while to fall in
with fome more tolerable Expedient of gaining out of thofe Eftates fo
much as they may bear, without- the ruining many innocent Families
who have been faithful to its Interefts, and not infift vpon the exerting
of fuch an extraordinary Power, fo unprecedented in. its Frame, and fa-
tal in its Confequences ? , BT
22, The Writer of this Paper would not by any of his Expreflions
be apprehended to charge all the Truftees with the Hardfhips and Seve-
rities of which JIreland complains. He believes there are among them
fome very honeft Gentlemen who bear no particular grudg, in whofe
Compofition Malice has no fhare, who are not fo, far engaged in point
of Reputation to maintain the firlt Report, or linked with thofe who
are, {0 as to break through Rules of Jultice todo it : He wifhes there
were a few more of the fame kind. The different Carriage of thofe
Gentlemen upon the Bench, and their Candour in hearing fairly with-
oyt asking captious Queftions, making fuch Enquiries as fhew that they
tcarch after Truth, and are willing to hear the whole, as well wll:at
2 s makes
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makes again(t them as for them, does diftin

fhew that they intend to put the Truft repofed in them honeftly in exe-
cution, and ( as fome People have exprefled it ) t0 make no more bard Ca-
fes than are made to their hands:  But the Skill of the refolved Gentlemen
is fuch, that there can be no publick diftin¢tion made 5. their Debates
and Votes, like thofe of the Inquifition, are private among themfelves,
and the Sentence of the Majority there is pronounced generally upon
the Bench by one of them as the Opinion of the whole Number., I blame

as an excufe for charging
[ am fatisfied fome of them
dignration.

r and Juftice to lay things as
Legiflators of this Nation,
ility fubmit the fame.

guifh their Behaviour, and

the Truftees in general with things which
do abhor, and cannot fubmit to without in

Thus 1 have endeavoured with Candou
they really are before the Great and Wife
to whofe Determintaion I do with all Hum
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