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Interviewer asked respondent to tell something aboui his life:
"I was born 24 years ago in Debrecen. ily fatksr was a
businessman. liy mother dizd when I was still & small
child. Jiy father was deported by the Nazis in 1.4,
The GRSTAPO murdered him. I spent wmy early childhand
in Berettyoujfalu, not 7ar from Debrecen. I startea
going to the gymnasium in Debrecen before 1944, thas
is prior to the German occupation of Hungary. I sur-
vived the Nagzi rule of terror in Budapest. .Iiter the
country's liberation from the Nazis in 1945, I went to
lolozsvar in Transsylvania, where I went to school for
a year. I was living there with one of my uncles., Iﬁ
1946 I returned to Budapest and passed the matura in

the Trefort Street Gymnasium in 1951."

Intervicwer asked responident to td 1l something about his ex-
periences during his gymaiasium years:

"Dhe most impor:cant event perhaps, was that in 1946,
when I was 14 vears old, I entered the Communist Party.
I considered nyself a Comnunist. To be a Comrunist was
quite natural for me, it was the opposite of Fascism
and I was sirongly anti-Fascist, & fecling which has
been only sirengthened with my father's murder by the
waadswe® the Fascists. The Communist Party was the
most actire arti-Fascist political é;:;ga: in Hungary

after 19¢5 and for me to join the Party was sonething

very natural.
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I should mention here however that my father had al-
ways beén stronsly anti-Conmunistic and vefore 1944

I myself was under the influence of my father's anti-
Communism. Things have cananged, however, radically,
during the years of 19/4-45. These experiences of my
1ife, when I was 12 and 13 years old, the azi occupa-
tion, the terror, th: siege of wudapest, ha&?decisive
influence on me. I nave emerged from the war as a
convinced Communist. “uring my stay ia Xolozsvar in
1945-46 I have bezn active in the Cormunist rarty, al-
tho I was no memher yet. I was living with my uncle
Ferene Dobo, whg was a publisher. lie himself was no
Communist. lle was leftist, anti-TFascist, pro;ressive,
but no Comnunist. Hiz 20~year old daughter, however,

was a Communist.”

Interviewer asked respondent to discuss more fuuiy the circum—~
stances and experiences vhich made him a CormunisS.e

wis I have said, the war experiences, especiw’ly the
trazedy of my father had®decisive role to play. Tow-
ever, I can tcrgee back to my childhood my intelleci.al
development, which led me to Communism. 1 was a very
alert child. Already at the age of six I was an avid
newspaper reader. In my childhood I have been raised

in a @atholic spirit. lfy nurse was & Catholic. At the
age of seven, eight, I felt very strongly as a Catholic.
But there had been other influences which destroyed my

religiousness.
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My father, to begin with, was not religlous at all. In
our family there were Catholics, Protestants, and Jews.
But they all were sceptics and scepticism surrounded ne
from my early childhood. Neveriheless I remained re-
ligious until 1944. I remember that after my father was
taken awﬁy by the GESTAPO I was praying that he should
come back. I ]igcompletelgﬁ;.ﬁmm religion during that
fateful year of 1944..3ﬁt wran I look back upon my
childhood and formative yea's, I must come to the con-
clusion that actually I never have been a religious
type. Basically I am a sceptic myself. This is the back-
shouwld
ground against which I/ex»lain my conversion to Communism.
To shed off my religiousn:ss was the more easy for me,
because of the tragic events of 1944. Comnunism appeared
to me as an answer to c¢he problems of the day. lowever,
I did not join Corriunism out of fanaticism. I should not
say even that I joinea Communism. I became a Communist.
This would be 2 more cccurate description of my develop=
ment towards Communism. Circumstances made re into a
Comrunist. 4nd, of course, the Illungarian social conditions
were also instrurenta. in pushing me towards (ommunism.
I believed in tie necessity of a radical sociai revolu-
tion. The Huniarian scciety was backward and,as I would
say it today, Comrunisr was a backward answer to solving
the probleas of this bhackward society. But this, es 1
say, wouid bhe my present definition of the problem.
At the time when I felt lite a Communist, I believel

sincere.y that Comnmunism i3 a progressive answer.
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And even today, when I am no Communist anymore, s % o
look back upon the years from 1945 to 1049, I must say
that in the Communist program there were great many
things which were absolutely necessary ir. order to start
a new life in Hungary following the seconc fforld Yar.
I'm thinking of some of the necessary reforms, such as
the land reform and in general I am thinking of the
problems of recovery, the rebuilding of the var-ravaged

country."

Interviewer asked respondent to tell about his experieices as a
Comnmunist during his gymnasium years:

nps I have said, I entered thce Party in 1946, wien I
was 14 years old, and a student of the gymnasium in
Budapest. 4t that time I was the only member of tihe
class who was a Comnmunist. Leter on, there were mire.
In 1949 there were five or gix Communists in our class.
'he Communists in general have been hated by thelr
class-mates who were not Communists, but they did mt
hate me. I never had the feeling that they hated me.
“he reason for that was perhaps that I behaved less
aggressively than the other Communist members of our
class. Mosg?the disputes we had with our non-Comnunis:
school-mates were centered around religion, atheism vi.
religion. But I seldom took%in these disputes be:
cause I did not consider them really importank. I was
a sceptic myself, but did not engage in these dispaites.
I believed in the revolution, I believed in the Commnunist

program, but I have never believed in using force, viole:ice.
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L8 a result my attitude towards my non-Communist school-
mates was different from those other Communists of our
class and this is how I explain why I was not hated by

the non-Cormunist school-natess.”

Interviewer asked respondent to explain how did he feel as a
Comnunist? vhat did he consider as his Cormunist credo:

"I would call myself a rational individualist. I despised
emotionalism. Actually here was the bezinning of my early
conflicts with the Communist Party. I don't have to explain
what a great role emotionalism is playing in the Comnuaist
movement. But I was not fond of applauding,and applause
was something the Comrunist Farty demanded atc a matter of
routine. I was often wondering, are tle applautes sin--
cere? The way I would sum up the nain clements of
Communism would be this: There are threc chief comyonents.
First is a religious element. Connunism presupposes

a religious state of mind. The second element is that of
radical socialism. This was incidentally the element wiich
affected me most strongly. +he third element is a con-
spiratory one &_nd this I consider the nost important.
Communism presupposes a state of mind which I woild
describe aszxxxcomplicity. You are an acconplice in a
great conspiracy when you are a Communist. This is how
you feel and this is how they expect you to feel and %o
behave. This entails a complete negation of ethical
principles . It is based entirely on the principle that

the end justifies the means.
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Now, since I considered this conspiratory element the
most important one in Communism, I should say that in
this sense I have never been a Comnunist. 1 never had
this feeling of zecomplicity and here I see the cause
of ny conflict with Communism. Lo me my Communsim re-
presented an act of megnanimity. My family was well to
do and we lost our property, but I never had the desire

to regein this property. 1 was a Coumunist and as

such I thought and felt that I am doing an act of magna-
nimity by not having the desire of regaining my lost
wealth. Such sentiments,I had to realize early enough,
are not appreciated by the Communist Party. What the

Party required above all was Party discipline,; obedience."

Interviewer asked respoudent to elaborate more on his statement

that the conspiratory element, the element of xggxeconplic:ty, is

according to him thc most important one in Comniunism:
"what I mean is that the Communists feel like corspira-
tors against an enemy. low, to take the example ir
Huncary: who was the enemy? low, for Hakosi and his like
wvho were creating Commnﬁqgm in Iun;;ary, the enenmy was
Hungary herself, the :lungarian people. They believed
that the llungarians are innately PFaseist. This did nct
prevent Rakosi, of course, from acting as if he would be
supported and even well liked by the liungurian people.
And here I would draw a sharp line between Rakosi and lie
like on the one hand and Imre lagy on the other. The
attitude of Rakosi dominated, however, the Illungarian

Communist Party.
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This was the attitude of the Jewish Communists, the
attitude of the lloscovites, of the licacow group.

They have mistrusted the people entirely. They hare con-
tempt for the people, This was partly the contempl of

the bourgeois intellectual for the people. How, Rekosi

and his eclique was small, but they dominated the.Party

and the Communist movenment in [lungary. Also they succeeded
in raising a rather substantial group of followers. I
would estimate it was about 50,000 peoplc of working cliss
and peasant origin. This was the new class, the new
ruling class of Hungary. Lthese faithful Comuunists were
the most demgerous elemcnt of the Comnmunist regine.

They were ignorant, brutzl, blind in following the
Party's directives. This is, incidentally, the Jroup

uponihich Radar's present regime is relying upon."

Interviewer su’’ested that respondent get back to his personal

story and asked him to tell more about his personal experiences

as a Yomrunist; in particular about his conflicts with the Party:
vas I look back now I would say that my conflict with
the @Bomnunist Party was latent from the beginning. Of
course it took time until it cane out into the open. I
would like to stress also that a conflict within the
Party 4e something normal. There is constant conflict
and strugsle within the Party. There had been constant
strugzle and fight within the Party ever since I entered
it., Until 1949 I would describe this conflict, or rather
this fight, as directed&gainst the old intellectuals of

the Party.
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After 1949 the struggle was going against the new
Kaders, against the new Intelligentsia of working class
and peasant originl As for my own case, I had been a
deviationist.from the beginning, but my deviations were
tolerated out of respect perhaps for my intellectual
position. I was & ygrxist theoreticiamt th= age of 15.
I have read Marx' "Capital" (Das Kapital) end I have
understood it as few Communists in Hungary (id, and the
Party knew it. Now, as for my conflict with ihe Party,
it began iﬁkarnest when I got convinced that 1 can do
nothing in reforming, improving the Party, whe: I had
realized that my role as a reformer is futile, iy
estrangement from the Communist Party began. My ron-
viction grew stronger that I must leave. ln a way I
would say that I was a Communist until I believed in the
$gpossibility of my contribution to the reform of ‘he

Party."

Next Interviewer asked resvondent to elaborate his conflicts with
the Party in detail:

"I had nany conflicts, but I will perhaps eiaboraﬁe o1ly
on the most important incidents. *he first such incide.t
ocegrred in 1949, while still a student in the Trefort
Street Gymnasium. *or half a year I was DISZ secretary.
I have disliked this position, because 1 did not think
that the circumstances of my election were fair. I felt
I was appointed by the Party rather than elected by my

fellow students.
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I resented this and got rid of the georetary?higftér half
a year. One of my major conflicts while secr=tary was on
the occasion of a llay demonstration. +‘he Party Secretary
told me that the school must be represented at the denon-
strations by atleast 507 of the students. liy answer was
that this is impossible because the students vould not
come. lle said that I must see to it that they should
come, but I refused to exercise pressure. This the Party
Secfetary resented and he upraided mc. rthus my disgust
for them begen and their suspicion of me was no doubt
nrowmé)aﬁﬂ?" second incident was in 1551 diring
the deportation of middleclass elements of Budapest.

I protested at the Party lleadquarters against the depor-
tation of a young girl, with whom I was deepl; in love.
%s a result of my intervention I was put on a blaci list;
no doubt, altho the Party did not tell me so or did not
nake me feel that I am blacklisfed. Incidental.y, my
intervention was unsuccessful. After 1 1/2 yeau, how-
ever, when deportations came up for revision, I
succceded to bring back my girl-friend to Dudapcst.

liy third and very grave incident ocdurred in 1951,
following my matura. At that time I was a member of the
DISZ District Committee in charge of admitting stidents
to the university, or rather sifting the students whom

we considered eligible for admission to the univeriity.
Now what happened was this: while I was sifting othsrs,
someone else sifted me, because, surprising as it mey

sound, I had been refused admission to the universit;.
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The official notification which informed me on thie
natter, described me as a person of bourgeois-capitolist
origin. I was terribly syrprised, because I was 100 7%
certain that I will be adritted. liy surprise grew evea
greater when I failed the second admission test. Only
my rage was [reater than ny sursrise. I decided to take
steps. Iﬁ?ﬂ:&a stron; protest. I caw personally
she Deputy liinister in the finistry of Fducation, Iir.
Laszlom My strong »rotest created comething of a
surprise. After a while Iir. Or?an apologived and my
case canme up for revision before a commiftee of the
Ministry. I got & hearing and was told thet the refusal
to admit me was a misunderstanding. Thue I was finally
admitted to the economic university. In spite of my
suceess to redress the injury I have suffered, my con-~
tempt for the Communist Party renained strmt and as a
pesult I decided not to take any active part aﬂ the Party
life at the university, moreover I began to pcnder
whether it would not be better not to be a Parly member.
At that time, however, I did not consider seriOley‘yet
to leave the Party. After all, at that time, I siill
felt as a Communist. lfy fourth incident occurred luring
my first year at the university of economics, of wiich
I became a student, in 1951, Shortly after the winier
semester began, the Party instructed me to accept te
post of DISZ Secretary of my freshman class. I accenved
this position grudgingly, because 1 saw no possibility
of refusing it.
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I have resigned, however, after half a year. And 1 have
withdrawn almost completely, I did not go to the lectures,
I hardly studied, I began to study on my own. I have read
a lot and I have been engaged in extensive research. The
result of my research was a longer paper, which was
awarded by the scademy of Sciences. The award consisted

of 1,000 ft. !leanvaile I have neglected entirely ny duties
as a Party memb:ry, I did not go into the Party neetings.
The conflict witl the Party was growing stronger in me,
altho I should «tress that I still felt as a Communist.
The fifth and ¢:cisive conflict was a long one, and |
actually it st:rted as a period of new hope, only ending
in conflict fuor more serbus than any of the preceding
ones., The per.od of new hope began in me in 1953, when
Inre .lagy berame Prime Ilinister. I was rcjoicing, I was

filled with hope and faith again that the mistakes of

" the past ccald bc corrected, that my role as a reformer

of the Par.y could be resumed. I was elected as a member
of the Exccutive Committee of the universicy's Student
Association in 1953, It was a committee comprising about
five merbers. +his was the time when the crisis of edu~-
cation became one of the¢ major concerns of the regime.
The r:gime had realized that the educational system was

a fe'lure,the youth was passive and apathetic. I had

bee:. asked by the Party to start a discussion at the uni-
versity, a discussion which would be instrumental in

arousing the university students from their apathy.
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T wrote an article which was supposed to lead off this
discussion. The main theme of the article was that we
need a new program, but, as I pointed out, let us be
aware of the following: ¥We cannot correct the c¢ld mis-
takes as long as the old people who.had comnittel the
nistakes, remain at their places. I was urging a ‘horough
and sincere reavpraisal of the situation in order 1o dis-
cover the roots of the troubles. In this article I have
done some theoretical discussion ftoo, I expressed the
view that Comnunism is notareligion, but it is a ra-
tionalist creed. + have also expressed the view that

we rust be tolerant of the opinions of others. I have
strongly defended the right of everybody to express
freely his opinion. I concluded by saying that without
such a climate of freedom the youth cannot acquir: con-
victions nor can the educational process be successful.
Defore that article was published in the studentus'

paper, the Party was raising many objections. I ned to
make many changes, basically, however, the main thene

of the article remained intact. But even in this revised
form the Party did not like the article, proof of shat
was that after it had been published the Party ord:red
the copies of the paper in which my article had be«n
published, to be scized. This happened in 1954, at a time
when the Yagy regime was already declining and proving a
failure. I knew I'm in trouble and that the Party is
watching me, nevertheless 1 was continuing my criticium

of the situation, along c¢he same linegfl have evolved in
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ny article. My position as 4 critique of the regime's
educational policy became precarious when Nagy's Iinistry
fell and Rakosi was restored to full power. Shortly after
liarch 1)55, when Rakosi returned to pover, I have been
expclled from the Party as a class aliea. Prior to the
expulsion, threec or four times the Party ordered me to
exercise self-criticisn, which I refused to do. Thus

ended my fifth conflict and my membership in the Party."

Interviewer asked respondent what were the consequences of his ex-
pulsion from the Party:

"The szravest consequence was that when I recqived my di-
ploma in 1955, I was unable to get a job. For three or four
nonths I was working in a factory for optical instruments.
I wés zrinding lenses. vhis was not what a stulent of
econonics was supposed to do, Thereafter 1 received a job
in a state collective in the vicinity of EKapuvar .n Vest
lilungary, close to the Austrian border. I was chief
accountant in the collective's business office. I got this
job thru an acquaintance of mine. He was Attila Szigety,

a member of the Parliament representing the Peasant Party
and an influential politician during Imre Hagy's liinistry.
with Hagy's fall, of course, Szigety's position Lad been
shaken too. He did not give up, however, to continue to
struggle against Rakosi. He was active in reorganizing the
Peasant Party as a nucleus of resistance. I was in full

agreement with SziBety's poliey and supported him whole-

heartedly.
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From the state collective in Kapuvar I visited Dudapest
quitc often and took part in the foundation of the Pe-
t3f1i Circle. Gabor Tancos, who became secretary general
of the ZE'cati:ifcé:L c:v]é.? a close acquaintance of mine. All the
people who took the initiative belongsd to the sircle of

Inre Nagy."

Interviemﬂﬂa interrupted at this poiﬁt. when the conversation was
resuned, respondent expressed the desire to say more about his
paper he wrote in 1954, which was merntioned earlier:
"The ﬁaﬁér I have written in 1954 was entitled "The
Five-Year Plan". I have discussed in this paper the
chanses in the national income and the distribution o7
the national income as a result of the five-year plan.
I was dealinz with changes in the standard of living.
I have also dealt with the changes in the occupation of
the population, the division of labor. Ily conclusions
were the followings: As a result of the economic, social
changes, which were supposed to raise the living standurd,
the living standard of the country's Intelligentsa in
comparison with 1938 was 60 .6 lower. inother conclusiol
was that the living standard of the workers between
1950 and 1953 decreased by 25 to 40, Iy third conclu-
sion was that altho the productivity of the country has
increased since 1949, by 15%, the general standard of
living was decreased by atleast the same percentage.
“"hese conclusions created quite a sensation and needless

to'say that they did not endear me to the Party.
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Ity other literary activities, I would like to mention,
added to my conflict with the Party. In 1954, in the

© fall of 1954, 1 wrote two satires. They were never per-—
formed or published. They were circulated, however, and
the Party knew about it. The subjeect of my first satire
was the following: Karl HMarx rose from lis grave, and came
to Budapest, where he had a conversatioa with a Rakosi
stipendist, university student. llarx was appalled
by the student's views, as the studernt was appalled by
Marx' views. Ly other satire was set in the editorial
office of.the university students' paper. The elitors
were discussing the question whether they should »ublish
an article. One of them read the article, which, atc 1%
turned out at the end of the satire, was an extract
from ..dam Smith's writings. One of the editors througheut
the satire is tryinz to say something, but he doesn't
succeed because of the other editors who are violantly
criticising the piece, which they think was written by
one of their fellow students. Linally the editor who
did not get a chance to say a word, succeeds to explain
that this is an extraect from Adam Smith. I was trying

in this satire to illustrate the ignorance of the univer-

sity students.”
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Wow the Interviewer suggested that the respondent “esume his
story of his conflict with the regime:

Even prior to my exclusion from the Party, T was in a
very depressed mood. I saw that Kagy's regim: is failing,
I knew that the return of Rakfgi to power is !nevitable.
I came to the conclusion that nothing could be done to
arrest the trend towards disorder. I was antici.ating
complete economie fuilure, sometines I even felt that
the situatioayay become so grave that it may comc to an
uprising.
weladtex 1 have decided to withdraw zompletely. I
¢id not zo to thec university, I excusec nyself by saying
that I am sick. lleanwhile the Party invited me several
times to exercise self-criticism. They levelled gainst
nme the charge of demanding liberal reforas. I refused,
however, to exercise self-criticism. Thercupon the Party
ordered disciplinary zction against me on accouat of my
absence from the university. “o avoid trouble I asked a
doctor-friend of mine to help me. I told him that I
need 2 certificate that I sm sick. lly nervss were In a
very bad shape indeed. Yo there was some truth in tris
certificate which stated thet I am in need of medica.
treatment in & sanatorium. I was a patient in the sani-

torium at the time when the Party excluded me from its

ranks."
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Respondent mentioned that he was active in the foundation of the
Petdfi Girele. Interviewer asked hinm 1o tell nere about his role:

"The action began in the surmer of 1954. The idea was
that the Youth needs a new forum. Ve were thinking Tirst
of founding a new Galilei Cirele. As yuu know, there was
a Galilei Cirecle before the first Jorld Var. 't was an
organization of srogressive students. It had been revived
after the second wor-d %War, but suvpressed at the time
the Cormunists tool over the power. We were planning the
revival of the G:lLilei Circle in support of Inmre Nagr's
new-course pol:y. After thc failure of the new-coursc
policy we wer: convinced that an organization of this
kind would re of no lesser importance. Among the orga-
nizers th: lead was taken by Laszlo Kardos, and Gabor
Tancos, ¢ former partisan who fought with Tito during

the second world ¥ar. The Party did not wpprove the -
aims »f the new orgenization. They have consented, how-
eve s to_allow the new organigzation under the name of

P tofi Circle. The Party_bclieved that such & new organi-
zation would be instrumental in revitalizing the acti-
vities of the university students. However, the activities
of the Petitfi Circle turned out to be very different

from what the Party expected it to be. From the spring of
1955, when the Petdfi Circle had been founded, until the
sprins of 1956 the activities of the Circle were not si-
enificant. Its real role began in the soring of 1956, and
this was the time also when the activities of the Circle
took a direction which was in no way in line with the

intention of the Party-
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Yhe turning point in the Petufi Circle's activities

was the Party resolution on the 20th Congress of the
Rugsian Comnmunist Party in February 1956. *he Petofi
Circle wholeheartedly embraced the program of the 20th
Party Conzress and the chief objective of the Petdfi
Circle from then on was to de-5taliiize the liungarian
Comnmunist Party, in other words, tc oust the llungarian
Stalin, Rakosi, and his entire cliqgue. Or to put it in

a still other way, to replace the ‘akosi clique with

Nagy and his followers.l was very scepticel of the chances
of success. As a matter of fact, my experieaces in

the State collective at Kapuvar deopened my con-

vietion that the whole re:ime is on the verge of collapse,
"he neetings of the Petofi Circle were in some respect
encouraging. also Rakosi's fall was holding oul some
promise, but CGerd as a successor to Rakosl was ¢ set-
back. Iy mood in the fall of 1956, on the eve of “the
levolution, was anything but optimistic. Actually my
desire was to leave the country, to go abroad, to o to

bngland and to study economics."

Interviewer asked respondent about his experiences during the
Revolutions

"T was in Budapest on Uctober 23rd. ily job at Kapuvar
had ceased some time before. I was on the Parliament
Square on the evening of Oct 23rd, when Imre Nagy spoke
and his speech did not fill me with confidence. I wit=

nessed also the shooting at the Radio Building, but I
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did not realize that this is the beginning of & revo-
lution, During the Revolution I roamed the strecets of
Budapest. I joined several times fighting groups which
were formed adhoc. I was no militarist, but I new how
to handle a rifle. I have had namely military training,
I was inducted in the army in 1955. But altho 10t a
nilitarist nmyself, I was swept away by the waves of the
tevolution. You could not help being swept awey when
you saw young teen-aged boys, and girls scmetimes, fight-
ing and saying "We will fight until we die!"

ss for my own opinion, I thought the Revoluiion was a
nedness. Dut the people did not lay down the arms, you
just had to go with them and take part in the madness.
I took part in the formation of the Students hzvolu=-
tionary Committee. I was spending a great dal <f time

at the apartment of Laszlo Kardos. He held a great autho-

rity among the students and his apartment was one of the
revolutionary centers. His authority dated back tc the
years of 1945, 1948, when he was director of the
NEKOSZ, the National Association of People's Colleges.
He was a long~time Communist and a Party member since
1941, It was thru lir. Kardos that an agreement was
reached between the police and the students. According
to this agreement the students were to get arms from
the police and also arm-bands with the label"Rendor",
that is "policeman". The aim of thb mcasure waéﬁo
organize a new policeforce, which would help to restore

order and above all to disarm the freedom fighters,
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who had no organization and no authority above them.
Duringz the week from Detober 27th to November 4th, when
it looked as if the Revolution would be victorious, I
was sent by the Revolutionary Comnittee 7f the Students
to Gydr. Several of us were sent to Gybr, my appointment
was with view to ny awquaintance and close relationahip
with Attila Szigéty,who became the pfesident of the
devolutionary Council in Gyor. Szigety was naking grezt
efforts in atabilizing'. and consolidating the Revolution
in the city of Gydr as well as in the adjaceat areas.
aATter what Ilhave seen in Budapest and saw in Cyor, I
rnust say I was rather pessimistic as to the clances of
consolidating the Revolution and the power of 2 new

resime. The confusion was almost hopeless. 3Beifore I leftd

for Gydr, I had an interesting meeting with Gyorgy Lukacs,
an old acguaintance of nine. lle was sceptical, as nuch as
I was, of the chances of consolidation. He though: that
the stabilization of Imre WNagy's power wouid be hirhly
desirable, but he foresaw two dangers: one, the lussians
would intervene and not let Yagy stabilize himself in
power. Second, that the Revolution would move too far

and too fast to the right, making thus the stabilization
of Imre Nagy's gov't impossible on the one hand, and ‘the
intervention of the Russians more likely on the other.
IIr, ILumkscs imparted me also an interesting informa%jone
According o him it was his intervention, together with
Zoltan Szanto, that convinced pikoyan, the Soviet

emissary in Budapest during the Revolution, that the
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Russians had no other choice but to withdraw from Buda-
pest and to wait and see wnat Imre agy is capable of

doing."

Hext Interviewer asked respondeat to tell more about his ex—
periences in Gyors

"As I have said, the :onfusion in Gyor was very great.
On the other hand Sz.gety had made a superhuman effort
to consolidate the situation. I cannot speak in high
enough terms about him. He was remarkably well informed
and well suited Jor the part he took upon hinself during
the Revolution. 1 zentry by origin, he was progessivedy
minded. He wag a2 faithful follower of Nagy and convinced
that there wee no other solution but to help Wagy's re-
gime to con:cllidate itself, Unfortunately this was as
difficult & job in Gydr as anywhere else in the country.
A majo: crisis developeal in Gyor during my stay there,
whe» & certain Lajos Sonogyvari attempted a Fascist
~oup. He was an adventurist, a madman, rather than a
scoundrel, He pushed his way into the chamber of
the City Council, accompanied by four armed guards, and
demanded that he should be able to speak to the people.
He recorded a two=hours long speech, which he was trying
to broadcast. It was a crazy speech, it appealed to the
Vest for imnediate help, and incited to progroms against
the Jews, it demanded terror against everybody, it de-
manded vengeance against all the people who had any-

thing to do with the former Comnunist regzime.




NO.507 "B " INTERVIEW 5B P23

Bsrowd of 200 or 300 hysterical people in

bullding )
+he front of the radio fin Gyor, demandiig that

There was

Soﬁogyvari should be allow:zd to broadcast lis speech,

While in Gydr, my main job was %o quiet dow: the hysterical
magsses, I was working clos:ly with Szigety ¢nd I was de-
livering many speeches in support of Szicety's Revolutionary
Council and the so-called Transdanubian Parliiment, thru
which Szisety was trying to consolidate the povers of +re
new regime throughout the Transdanulian area. "t was at

one of the meetingé oi this Transdanitbian Parlisment,

which was meeting in Gyor, that Sog%g;vari was allowed

to speak. His speech was a flop, becauze the erowd did

not respond to Sé%bg}?ari‘s emotional, iild words.
Szigety's speech, on the other hand, was 3 :reat success
and it looked, for a while atleast, that :he situation
could be kept under control. is a matter o fact, B%Zogy-
vari was ousted from the meeting-place. This inportant
meeting took place on Yetober29th. The speech, held by
Szigety, outlined the policy that Hagy's gov't wis trying

to follow durin; the subsejuent days. The prograi, as
outlined by Szigety, was not of his invention. His ideas
vere very much in the air. He came out for neutralijy,

and, of course for the withdrawal of the Hussian troops
from Hungary. He demanded democratic elections, also de-
nanded that Lun:ary should leave the i/arsaw Pact. Szigsty's
spcech was & ftrcmendous success, the Trancdanubian Parliament
approved his program and it decided to send a delegation

e
to Imre Jagy asking him to embrace the program/ﬁndorsed
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by the Transdanubian Parliazent. The delegation was led
by ®zigety personally. Two dlays later Szigety came back
from Budapest and at the meeiing of the Transdanubian
Parliament he announced tha’ Imre Nagy sccepted the pro-
gram and this assurance had such great aa e ffect that
the situation In GyOr had :aéame stable Tor the next
days, until Nov 4th. Here " would li'te ta iaterject

that when Szigety left icr Budapest to iaform Imre Hdagy
about the program of th« Iransdanublan Parlianent, there
were voices heard to t}¢ effect that if Hazy would not
accept the program of ihe Parliament, the Parliament
would detsch itself .sim Nagy and form its own gov't.
Unfortunately greates inrces than those Szigety could

control in Gydr, ¢ cided tne future of the Revclution."

Next Interviewer asked respondent what happened to him alter the
Ruasian attack on Nevs 4sh:

nT left ¢ Or on the day of the Russian attack and found
refuge 41 th2 collective farm at Kapuvar, where I have
bee: Working earlier. This was close to the Austrian

y ~der and already on the next day, on Jov 5th, I

crossed the border and arrived to safety in Austria.”

| zn ¢nclusion Interviewer asked respondent what he thought ¢f the
{ furre of Hungary and of the future of the whole Soviet orbit in
1 ce.tral and Xastern Lurope:

"Only an East - Vest agrcement, an agreement on a luro=
pean collective security system, woul&base the situation

in Central #urope in general and in Hunpgary in particular,
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As a result of such an agreement Russia would be perhaps
willinz to withdraw her troops from Centra. and Lastern
wurope. In such a case, perhaps, the chance: fof demno=
cracy in Hungary could be ensuted. ds to the po itical
and economic system which would devclop fror Hun ary's
liberation from Sﬂgiet occupation, 1 would (nvisage a
mixed eccnony, & combination of collectiviem and private
snterprise. +the freedom for private znrprisc is of var-
ticular importance because only in such & cugse Jould it
be possible to invite the foreign capital o ‘nvest in
ungary. which is absolutely necessary in achicving

prosperity in the country,”

Intervie/er askel respondent whether he woulﬂreturn to Hungary
in case such a development would take place: ™ :

"Yes, by all nmeans."

Pinally, Interviewer asked respondent to sum up his political
opinions as of todays

"I'm a former Communist; but I don't think that

L am very much to the left today. I came to the reali-
zation of the following: The most important thing is
political democracy. +his is much mnore important than

the socialist program. I am in sympathy with the socialist
program, but if this program would curtail demccratie
frecdoms, would curtail pelitical democracy, I do not
support it. Freedom caniot exist, denocracy cannot exist,
if political democracy is curteiled, no matter what the

intention or justification of such a curtailment would be."
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INTERVIEVER'S RATING: Rapport, frankness, cooperativeness were

good, no sign of compliance or flattery. Respondent is regarded
éﬁmﬁ?e of the most cutsbanding members of the so-called Oxford
TIRS;, a group of students who ‘ound refuge in that aﬁcient Inglish
university town. He is no doutb 2 brilliant and Promising young
intelleetual and his story a very rcvealing one. I; is a2 story of
a young man who is greatly rre-~occupled with his cun significance.

In evalunting the interview, this circumstance shotld be taken into

congiderition.



