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This is an all embracing question, I must conzider it

under separtate heads. ILet's consider it first from the
point of view of history. Varlious groups were held back

and were repressed, others were thrown to prisons, still
some others experienced a relative stability in theilr status.
There wms another group that made definite advances-~peaople
who were illiterate s%rﬂed like farm hands before the war.
These people rose both from their llliseracy an%&ﬁr
econcmic stagnation and many of them acquired. the radiments
of eivilization. In seome instances they even poaa‘l}ss 834/ £
/l('ﬂ?ta 5 In?ﬁ“"“‘ many suffered, some , bubd
practically all were digsatisfied with their lives. They
did not have,and were missing such things as freedomy of
speech, freedom to move from one ‘ylace to another, etc.

The nature of the general dissatisfaction was generally
economic., It is true thers were some ddditions, perhaps too
many additions, to thedi@aaimsp!wneal econcmic structure,
but people had to work very hard and yet lived miserably.
Unemployment did not exist, but one would have been obliged
to work five times as much, and five times as hard as he
actually did 4in order to substant:ally impoeve his purchasing
power. This was impossible to do. There s gimply wasn't
enough time to do i%, so everyone gave up even trying.

People lost their incentive first, and later even thelr faith,

w"ﬂ
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The regime was probably erring ih its economic p_olici.es.
And as regards t® foreign policies, who knows? To put it in
a word ,an avalanche started rolling and, while I was at the
center of it, at the university, I myself don't know what
happened or how it did come about. There were 80 many cone
tradictory things; I lived in the same house with an AVH
supply officer during the revolution. He related to me
that they knew about the whole thing, ©One day before it
started. But strange as it may seem, they had no orders to
gtop it. There is another thing; they were demonstrating in
fromt of the Central Police Bullding, We yelled and shouted
our demands, The®eupon, the Hungarian wglag was
hoisted and the police came over to our side. There was
most probably discontentment evensin the cablnet. This
discontentment was probably directed against Gerd and
Rikosi.
It was n’:dlg a sudden thing., It probably even had an organized
nucleus,

There was a considerable losening up of things, and a relaxa-
_ was npticealle

tion of the rigidity of the press wasnobticable. Political
eriticism was much easier to indulge in. I should say, 1t
probzbly started one year before the revolution, It

probably started with the dynamiting of the Ministry of the
Interior and with the death of Stalin. We were told thal
Stalin was a god, but he, too, died, so he could not have c.Z."

. one Resfre
been a god, and, if there is no god, why should ocnexrespect
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and worship a mere human being. slso, the 20th Congress is
very important in this respect.
Tonke.
(2c) I did not like IMre Nagy, because he was a man of no great
will power. He could easlily be swayed one way or amother.
During his first prime ministership, he made an impressive
proclamation, promising that all concentration camps would
be opened and other reforms instituted, Now Imre Nagy
vanished as you know, but the fervent hope to gain what he
had promised persisted in the hearts of many. This is why
people demanded to hear him speak again during the revolu-
tion. They wanted to hear his proclamation again. Otherwise
Imre Nagy was Jjust a figurehead. |
(2d.) Tito did quarrel with Mescow. He was the man, who was once
branded as a chained, or leashed, dog. (The actual Hungarian
expression used: Hungemien; Z.A‘%zcaskafyq.
He has forced upon the Russians a discussion of the lasues
on the ideological plain. And now the Russians were ready to
compromise with him,
(2e) I ence was riding on 2 trolley car. There, &n acqualntance
ofm? a higher official in the foreign commerce department,
everyone wheo
loudly gave vent to his emotions, tell.i_ns to : ke
cared to listen that now the whole Stalin system would be
going to hell. He was a great hater of the Russians. Many
ereticlscn
people were ecphdwdtpimy a at many things, in the spirit of
the 20th cmss,m the cumulative effect of all this was

that a great dent has been made in the body of the regime.
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I was a soldier at the time., And the army 1s a very

SCREENED place, I knew nothing of the Polish events at

the time.

I d1d not know Rékosl as a person. I had a great respect
for him, He was a very smart man. There were very few like
him., Others were merely numbers in the party. R&kosi was
extremely versatile and politically keen, He was the
Hungarian Stalin. He had to go because @talin was no more,
I used to be a pioneer leader (Hungarian:vllorovezels

in a youth organizatim.uafﬁe'l have seen how greatly he was
admired and worshipped. Now, if one iz faced with a sudden
reversal of the situation, and 1s told that Rillosi is laid
aside, because he is a nobedy, a zero, one is bound to become
cynical, Gerd was hated, Gerd was very good and efficient
while he was a minister of industry, and 1ater J minister

wAS hal
of finance, These were his spheres, He weshalXed then as a

great bullder of bridges. [Hungarian: E'g(ea Gewo,a hidvers.
But in politics, he was a nonentity.

We were sitting in the university garden and waited. We were
awaiting the reply fram the ministry of the interior. If we

should be permitted to march and demonstrate, then, we knew

it would come, If permissiong should be refused, then not.
t/ERS L
Previocusly we were at the student hotel of the mﬂvﬁﬁ?

There was a meeting. The ocbject of our discussion wWas the
cversily Question
questdon; we wanpted such things as permission to
 abRoady/n the West;
study elroad; “esthe=tissl; ‘we wanted a regulatim of the

wARLs ,
scholarships, a raising of the scholarship amaﬂ-, university
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sutonomy, the abolition of the catalogue system, (this was

the system of compulsory attendance at the university,
interviewer's note.) We also wanted the establishment of
greater sclentific contact with the rest of the world. We also
demanded a public discussion of the Farkas affailr.

It was decided that, in case the government should refuse
our demands, we would hold a demonstration. Guillermot,
director of the Budapest Instltuﬁe of Technology, presided over
& meeting of the Institute-students. He took up the demands
peint by point. He was not prepared to discuss the Farkas
affair, but otherwise he strongly supported our demands.

There was great excitement and the spirlts ran high. This whole
thing was al=o discussed in the Universlty newspaper.

The following day, in the evening, the Bullding Industry
Section of the Technological Institute of Budapest (Hungarian:
Epitdipari Miegyetem) also held a meeting. But this meeting
was much more vehement than that of the previous day. Speakers
were coming and going. The meeting decided that there would
be a demonstration the fodlowing day. 1In this meeting
delegates from other universities also participated. Szeged,
and other university sectlons from Budapest were well
represented. The following day one could enter the University
grounds with a university pass only. Everyone wore national'
cocards (tricolor buttons). It was a real carnival (Hungarilan:
Egy igazl majalis volt ez.). The air was filled m& with

suspense. We were m wondering when the lightning would hit us,
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when would it be all over. (Hungerian: Vértuk, hogy mikor
%t be a mennyko, mikor lesz mindennek vege!)

In the afternoon, Colonel Marian, the head of the
Military Sclence Department of the University, informed us on
the public address system, that our petition for a demonstration-
perRuME wax »skzsizd kX permit was rejected by the Ministry of
the Interior. Theres were rousing protest shouts that we would
demonstrate anyway. A delegation of the students started ocut
for tha Ministry of the Interior, others had established contact
with the various industrial ’plante in the city.

We had some fifty mff odd demsnds. But there was no concrete
aim or goal.

A Ministry official by the name of Fekete came %o the
meeting to inform us of the rejectlon. (Fekete in Fungarian
means black.) FHe was severely criticized by some, others
defended him, saying that it was not he but Piros, who is
responsible. Piros in Hungarian elso means red. {Interviewer's
note: This was an interesting play nn words.) Piros has the
Minister of the Interior a% the time.

Later in the day the permit wes granted. We had
interpreted the sudden reversal as & sign of vacillation, a
sign of weakness and indecision on the part of the Ministry
of the Interior and on the part of the AVH.

We marched to the statue of Bem. (Interviewer's note:

The statue of Bem was in commemoretion of General Bem, &

Polish patriot who came to the help of the Huhgarian
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revolutionists in their fight of 1848 in-their fight against
the Hapsburgs., D€ ’S  role was similar to that of Lafayette
1nc % rican Revolution.) As we marched, everywhere we saw
flags, There already was a large crowd on the 8€m. Plaza,
At this Plaza the restoration of the f&?hub emblem was
dsmanded., The erowd ripped out the present emblem, Af:ter this
one could not stop anymore, if for no other reason tha:{‘?':{'qear
of repercussions,

Many people were swept into this revolutionary stream,
same consciously, always knowing what they were doing, some
unconsciously giving way to thelir emotions.

These were the beginnings. Socmewhat later came the
slogans, Later, when we marched to the Parliament 3Square,
the goverrment tried to disuade us by shutting off all the
lights. I,personally, did hot stay there long, I jolned a
group of students and we went home, (Interviewer's note;

Here the interviewer posed the following question: Did the
question of the uranium gz-lfdeposits come up at any of the
student meetings? Respondent's reply follows: Yes, gaztlnium
was spoken of = great deal. It served as a symbol. Bdih my
father was chief engineer in a very important plant, /Respoiident
refused to name it, because thés was the only eme of its type
in H:mgary._/ and 80 in a position to know momething about
uranium, He said prospecting was going on and that that'

was all, Students considered the whole question a joke,)
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Yes, there was this process of loosening up of things.
We all knew that this indeterminate condition would not

last long.

We could not say if it was heading towards

further demoralization or towards stabilization,
Besides those already enumerated, Hnmsaria:?migrant
groups abroad must have been very decisive. I have

seen in Budapest foreign made automatlc weapons. b &

don®t know mﬁz‘m they were, but I am certain that
nee
they were medihite of gRussian nor of Hungarian origin.

Aneakfw’
The general discontentment has reeched the bmewliwg point.
alrea MORE
The glass was full and one lmexe drop made it flow

over. This drop was supplied by the attitude of the govern-

ment when 1t proposed to stabilize the situation. I am

refering here to Gerd's spsech. @ez

Assuming that the revolutim was The c%nle:l work of a
 shovlsl s

theér acms were, ays

few individuals, $heir-sims,-wore-I~should-gay, about as

followa; a.

b.

d.

To get rid of the existing government.

To get rid of the Bussians. In this W@y they
made their big mistake; they wanted i:;ameh.
There were isolated instances when sone desired,
and at times demanded, a return to the old regime.
I have alsc heard of isolated instances where
clergymen demanded a return of the church lands.

Revisionists did not have mush support. Youth was definitely

against them,
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T{:ere were those who desired a reestablishment of
camercial relations with the West.
No. Everyone wanted a change, but on the whole, this was

neg?.:ﬂz ;hzteis to say, gettig%ygja ‘%:&t was considered
as intelesbbpde, There were no cryystalized-aims, There were
isolated instances of hate and revenge., Someone got killed
in the street. Thereupcn Tthe whalf é‘:1;1'9121: stood up in
revenge., There were also those wittir personal grievances,.

There were those who felt compelled to shoot, no‘aazster
what or where. I have heard of an instance where a ggisrdy
equipped with a sub-machine gun, kept shooting wildly at a
building. The bullding happened to house a midwife's traine
ing school. Then one of the physicians came out and agked
the girl what she was doing, &o gaid she thought she was
shooting at a govermment building.

grRoef,

There was for instance a university “esr,organized into a
campany. This unit was meant to malntain order,
Eyeryone reb‘e'}ulid against wh@t he considered personal
grievances., Amdpractically every man has suffered grieve
ances ::muntieea of one kind or another. Each man knew
that these personal Ematters could only be rectified after
the system that created them was swept away first. This is

the key to the whole revolution.

R)lsfathze
There was no crysteiivzed idea on this. Everything was foggy.
People trusted blindly in Imre Nagy. REMEMBER

There were a great mumber of slogans. I can Eonlywistmotly
a few now, Some such slogans were: "the soldiers of every
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nation should go back to their countries." "People are
asking in Pest and Buda what has haopened to the

Hungarian uranium,"

They wanted to establish Hungary on a basis similar to that
of Austria and Switzerland. They wanted to be entirely free
and indevendent of Russia,

One cannot identify the system that existed in Hungary with
elther Communists or Communism. Peovole opposed the
situation as it existed, rather than the ideals. What we
had there was a deformed creature. (The actual Hungarian:
torzgyermek.) It is hard to establish generalizations here.
The youth, to be sure, believed in it. (i.e. in Communist
principles.)

I, too, believed in it until I was fourteen years old.
Secondary school and university students were acquainted with
the Communist theories. The masses knew them only through
extracts and second or third hand interpretations, that were
designed for beginners, Everyone who came in cohtact with
Communist theories found something in them that to him wére
particularly avpealing. He would take these appealing vparts
of the theory out of the context, and would keev on talking
about them. 1In & word, then, not the whole system was
opposed as such, but certain parts of 1it.

It is difficult to say what wdulﬁ have happened. Would they
have stopped with Imre Nagy? It 18 quite poseible that the
raevolution would have rotted away, if it had not met the

resistance as 1t did.
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(4m) I don*: know, But I don*™t think so, Either double or
nothing.
(4n) RLsseonisTs o intellectuals who had %
: e uals L+ some TIr |
e e, rihmenl

political science, These desired either
of the old order or the creation of a Hungarian Switzerland.
Others preferred the Austrian model.
§40) Paggs® Pacifists for one. I, too, apposed 1t as a method.

Let us try to negotiste, It would have been better if it
R’
amid-iyewre been without violence.

(5) I xnow of the De#  statue episode. They were active
t111 late in the night on October 23, when the lights went
out .

(6) I was home during most of this pericd. I became sick on

the second day of the revolution, Later the whole thing
”n )
was misty and foggy. (The actual Hungarian: ZVRoS )
I d1é& not know who is who., I didd go to the university.
There they established the university campanies. But we
went home quickly again.
(6¢) We heard redio snnouncements, we made contacts pfersonally
and on telephone.
R covtd have happered
(6a) We knew that the worst that <didshepper was expulsion from
school. There were {00 many participants to worry about
epprisals.
e rdces, And, after all, one had to accept some share

in the whole thing. Of course, no one likes to be a et a(eaa(
hero.
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(6e) No consequences., And why should there have been any?

(72) I have seen AVH members on rooftops engaged in shooting.
Many people said those guilty Should be put to trial, but
thers should be no hing.

Margé

(7v) Yes, at the Mb ridge. This was before the second
Russian attack. The Russians sent the Hungarian soldlers
home, These men then joined the revolution. |

Aﬁot’

(7e) A young man went with another on the Bridge. They
were probably agquaintances. The one wanted wewiiEg to make
a joke and cried out aloud, "Seize him! He is an AVH
member.” A crowd seized him and before things got straightened
out, the poor fellow got a terrifie beating.

(9) I participated in the Lem demonstration, as I already
described 1t.

(92) I d1d not participate in demonstrations thereafter. Others
did demonstrate in front of the Parliament building at a
time when martial lewyd was declared in Budapest. BMNany of

mmc;(m(y
the demonatrators were mezeiiousds/cut down by both the AVH
members and the Russians. I personally reject such demon-
strations. After all, there was a martial law, I did pare
ticipate in the university strike. I now recall another
demonstraticn that comes $o my mind. This one was staged
Cardenal Mmd.szemf/.

in support of Celeme® Mindzenby.

(oc) There were no fights in the immediate vicinity of my home.

I was living on a side street. It was relatively quiet there,
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(9a) No.

(9e)a At the university.

(or) No,

(9g) At the start of the revolutinn everyone entered it collectively.

(10) I received my informatiocn in various ways. I was listening
to the radio broadcasts of the broadcasting stations of
Budapest, %qo;{gf‘ Free Europe, and iﬂ:soau.

(102) Newspapers had a ‘Zimm. in the-inmdisbe beginning.

Later they degraded themselves. As time went on, everybody
began to write newspapers, or if not newspapers, handébills,
There were at least 50 different papers. There was of course
the university paper also. I was definitely fed up with all
those publications,
(10p) In the beginning beople practically swallowed them, later
they held aloof. Pérsonally, I prefered to read the newspaper
entitled #om/eé(seé, Mayym Honveel vr Fowradalrrne
Magya« Monved, . I don't recall the exact
name of the paper. This was a publicationd of the Humgarian
army., My second cholce was ¥EEE=cE the university publication,
(10e) I usually received news from the vicinity of JBudapest by word
of mouth., Practically everyone coming from there was a source
of information., I found the Free EBurope broadcasts to be
untrustworthy very often. The broadeasts reaching us from
London were much better. The broadoaatiggea ?‘::‘ g;: ;;dei.o
Paris seemed to me to heve been the most meed. I also found it
smadvisable to listen to the German radio broadcasts of the

radio Viemna 'as well as the various @ermen radio stations.
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I was also listening to Russian and Czech broadcasts.
The events that took place in our own city of Budapest
Reliabl

were reliazbl@y reported on the telephone by friends and
acquaintances., We were using the circular telephoning
system, I_r I heard scmething that was noteworthy I would
telephon#to all my friends. They would do the same
thing in turn.

Of all the information media I found the telephone to be
the most trustworthy &=Sisswels., There was absolutely
noff censure in this respect. When I finally decided to
escape wWith my family, I informed all my fiiends about the
whole thing. Probably the least trustworthy médium was

the Hungarian radio, to be followed by the Radlio Free

BEurcpe. The 1‘:1%::6 tried to do very often more than it
should have done, It agitated us.

Ve also availed ourselves of the services of those who
were in possession of short wave radio recelvers and trans-
mitters. VYe were able to zi:@gmwto the broadcasts of the
Voice of America. We were also able to hear pol:l.ce:and
militery broadcasts. Those few that did have short wave
transmitters and receivers, actually tried to use them.
I don*t know how successfully.

The various government offices and Party offices simply
disappeared during the mélubion}’ ”'i.;l;n‘ ;nely Party from
the Commmist side that actually nmemideeé and operated,
wag the M., S.M.P, (Interviewer's Note: this is the

abbreviation of the Hungarian term; 4‘? ¥ S-Zﬂc“'

Munka's f’d}?t}, M Sz ML

les f¢
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Since we had a coalition govermment in those days this
Party retained its raison d'etre. Of course, this Com-
mmnist Party organization started operations from scrateh,
Some of the former Party buildings weee destroyed, a great

other Lartlees
many stier such localities were handed over to other Ranies
that were just in the process of formation, or else wvere

handed over to private individuals for habitation purposes.

As far as the various former Party funetl 1ea con=
wMewd A9 €
cerned, many of them entered into the MSMP Party.

Same others stood aloof., There were, of course, a great
many opportunists among the card carrying members of the
Commnistss g‘&rby. I would set the minimm of their mmber
to about Q. 107 of the remaining number you could probably
term sympathigers only,

The blue police remained and funetioned. (Interviewer's
note: Under the blué police is meant the regular police
force, identified the color off their uniforms.)

I know in the cityg/ .S{/!REM s the AVH members we,r’es_talnm
over by the ian army. The regular enlisted mmp,that is.
Officers were titger let free or they were punigshed. In
Budapest, many of Them were captured, some others managed to
submerge under the peolice.

I know M Doctor Noon Gygrgy,{the Hungarian attorney general,

o
was seized and was dragged in-frent-of-e court. I don®t know
what really happened to him.
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Labor unions continued to exist with slight changes in

their activities and their status. They were not to be
involved in any politics. Theilr leaders, of couepse, were
replaced. The Szot organization, however, was retalned.
Their situation varied from place to place. As an admini-
gstrative arm, this organization was generally retained. Its
commercial subsections were resvonsible for the distribution
of food.

They were 1in the process of being reoréanized. But there
was no time to complete this reorganization,

Churches as buildings were not used very much during the
revolution, Churches as religious organization, in generzl,
maintained a passive attitude throughout. There were some
intradenominational frictions, The attitude of some of the
denominatiéns was definitely anti-semitlo.

The AVH organization, the cabinet, the National Planning
Bureau, OT (the Hungarian equivalent: Orszagos Tervhivatal)
were discontinued. Of these the cabinet was replaéed byia
coalition cabinet. Several ministeries were consolidated.
The orgenizations used by the revolutionaries wer& the
following: PetOrd Kor, the society of writers, (Irész%vetségu
Trodalmi Ujsag), the weekly periodical, ‘arsadalmi Szemle
another perlodical, Mefesz, the organigzation of Hungarian
university students, (Magyar Egyetemi Szavetség). and a
similar organization, NISZ, (Dolgozo Irjﬁsag szovetsege).
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Pirst of all, there were about §0,000,000 Pariies.
(Approximately 40 Parties.) Some of the more important
reestablighed politiecal parties were as follows: <the
Small Land Holders Party, the Social Demoeratic Party,
the National Peasants? Party, various extreme rightiste
parties, including, as I understood 1it, the National
Soecialist Party ( Ne m2ete /”;J‘lds/&a’ﬁt . )
And there were they Revolutionarjss Counclls. These
were found in eveyy factory, elected by the workers.
Theege councils were for the most part autoncmous. Theéir
political power was comstantly on the increase. The
various local coungils had territorial super-organizations
on the cne hand, and Those éa“the city of Budapest were
cmsolidated/on the other. The main fBudapest council
represented same 90 odd delegations, The activities of
thilyﬁoune;l had a dedidedly political flavor, and had
considerhble political power during Nagy Ferenc regime.
These gevolutimm %rkers é.ouncilu @lected the manage-
ment of a factory, they managed the fémances, and supere
vised the aetivities of a given plant. A counell had its
president, vice-president, and memb@rs. T75% of the members
present constituted/ a guezum WORVM .
I dontt know., I assume there would have been a decided

fving to the right, but then again, who knows?
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(12) My only information regarding this question is from hear
gay. Aecording to this, many of them went over to the
revolutioniste, they did not want to fight. Others wére
shooting one another,

(12¢) Yes.

(124) This was a question of prestige on their part. They had
tried to do everythigg in their pover L~ e b BRI
-&—m Hungariens., They had sent food and all kinds of

assistance. They were trying %o buy us back. (Hungarians
Le akartak é(ﬁm’:‘azlg?’ K e"n/&we:zn ¢

wetk
(12e) Definisely, They were in constant contact wash the Russian
ambagsador.
(12g) No. There was too much spying going on. The whole system

was 'based%nd did operate on fear. I should say 100 men in
the party ém or in any of its organizations were afraid of
some 20, these 20 in twm would be afrald of some 5, these
five would in turn be afraid of one, Now, if this one is
killed, all the others are not afrald any longer because
they haven®t done the whole thing out of conviection in the
first place, Most of the Party members were not real Come
mmists in the real sense of the word.

(13) As soon as I heard of the possibllity. My family has wanted
to emigrate toraaég;gy time. We have felt the constantly
tightening ai};zaﬁﬁ%ﬁetemr and the misery.

(13a) A great mumber of university students were picked up, and this

to me indicated the beginning of the repression. There were
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some 60 students in my clase., Out of these 60, 14 have
left Hungary.

Yes. We had to discuss our problems with our professional
benefactors. My family has paid them 15,000 forints for
their services. This was the fee for leading the four of
us across the Hungarian-Austrian frontier. There were many

a(d'c.r
&8sy, who have accumulated unheard of sums during these

weeks , Sc:ne of them hame been reported to have earned many
hundred thousand forints., Unfortunately, these people have
sent many an escapee directly to the AVH hands. In our
cage we had discussed our escape with three familles., Ve
have undertaken the journey together.

Yes, we have equipped ourselves with forged pepers. My

father had many patents. So we organized our journey as 1if

we were following a clear cut government assignment. My
father was the head of the expedition. I was his assistant,
and the others were assigned some other positions.

We had establisheé telephone contact with some of our relatives
who were living in London,England. We have spoken tg‘ Ehﬁ
three times during the revolution., We were auumgybhat our
visas, our positions, our homes, and everything else necessary
‘was secured. We have same other relatives living in the
United States. While in Vienna,we changed our plans and,

instead of going to England,we came to the United States,
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(13e) We had considered the possiblility of remaining at home,
?_ut we would not have remained under the regime of Nagy
w'. We left on December 16,

(14) Yes, I think very often about the revolution., I lza.sdo quite

a few friends who offered thelr lives for it.
personally was too much invelved in 1t not to think of it,
(34a) Yes, it was useful. This revolution had inflicted a ter-
rific blow ﬁl the Russian glory. Perhaps more important
8till, it has showﬁ to the world, and to other interested
nations, that it is possible, that i can be done. Perhaps
its usefulness would have been far greater if the revolution
could have been stopped at an earlier date and the negotia-
tions initiated.
(18p) Perhaps. There was no contact, no organization between the
RevoLate o ¢Sty
s themselves on the one hand, and no attempt
at negotiations with the Russians on the other., Maleter and
the others have fSought their lonely fights. This possible
suceess would of course have depended on where and when the

revolution decided to stop, on the questions and demands
raised, ete. I think we should have satisfied ourselves
with demands more realistic than those actually advanced,
(Respondent underlined his notion é;b this respect by citing
one of the Hungarian proverbs. The proverb is as follows:

InKapd ey vered wia, 22097 Jo/fmyz a4 ZeczoK
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I would have a different attitude, definitely. Perhaps
I would fight, perhaps immediately from the beginning.
But then again perhaps I would stop at even an earlier

Cex o o
date, One definitely wommed.fight forever, I also think

Hungarians should szal:l.ze their strengbh and :;:::; it
realistically., #He must have some sense of proportion.
Because it was in Hungarg that we experienced some re-
lagation of the pressures. Rumania is a suppressed
country. Bulgaria ditto. At the time ef the m o
of the Hungarian revolution, the Rumanian army was de-
mobilized., The Czechs are g' nurber entirely their owm.
They are in a separate catagory. 'J.‘&e Russian influence
there is not so great as we lmew it 1in Hungary., They
don*t have any reason to revolt on the one hand, and
they are very much afraid of the Germans on the other.

The same applies to Poland as well,

Imre ¥agy is an excellent university professor. In
economics he isy great. However, he is weak, and he is
capable of being influenced very easily.

Maleter, I believe, is an OX, m;f I have a very high
opinion of him, Tildy is good, too. In connection with

the churches, I should single out the Reverend RAva iZ
LAS2Lo’ Arudsze=e e,

dagdo. I don¥*t have such a h.i%h opinion ?‘ Mindzenty.
Rétaliateon, ©
He hag ralsed the queastion of -&a&'yﬂmrc estates and O){

the chureh schools too early in the revolution. He has
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qued

gtarted to hit back too early Z=md too hard, he is definitely
not a realist.
(1hg) Those students who have died for a great,wonderful aim;r;r
a TRue and free Hungary, m fighting for Se me?’(aif
othex tharw their own selfish interests, There was a great muber of
both catagories.
(oin) I would consider them in the following order:
1. | Students and writers (rlelliges Fevin
2, Factory laborers and the intelligerede
Also the professicnals.
3. The white collar workers
4, Soldiers and peasants
(144) No,
(14x) It was just a cover that allowed free assembly and free
exchange of ideas and information. It was that /b/d“-
where a new life could spring ocut., I wag not surprised
at this,
{(141) The peasants have gotiten the most from the Communists.
They have fgotten four or five times as much as have ghe
workers. They have demanded, they have wanted the im-
possible, a freedom from ccupulsory surrendering of their
produce. I: was the peasant class where most people were

able to buy such things as pianos, motorcycles, and other

luzury items, I recognized of course, that the peasante
always have been a difficult group and that they are passive,
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I wae a university student; attending the Budapest Imstitute of Pschaology
(Hungarian name giunéé{!?‘(.zyiéinQ"('@/gff 3% and was .atuds'ing to
become a chemical engiveer, I was in my second year thers.

Hy fatber was a mehm mechanicsl englneer, he was engaged mvg‘ﬁ;;ug (bor:.ng)
industry (the Huwgarian expression /73%'/(/#0' t./ﬁ Rd? ). As a result
ﬁf his work he had reachsed a kigh degres of proﬁinonee and, therefore, I
do not care to identify his position mm specifically ner to reme his place
of employment.

I ased to work in the summar Juring the schosl vwacations., I vorked, mot
becauvse I had to)bnt because ] enjoyed spending a few montha this way.

S0, in the summer of 1951 I worked in s machine shop where I learnsd how

to operats the various machine teols. Ta the gummer of 1952 I was an

employee of an electrical research section {Hungarian name Ef'exfﬁmos

’
//af esz’ t3akoss t‘,!ﬂ /; Jo In the summer of 1953 I worked in the physical

» ¥ ¥ - ,
research section (Hungarisn namef¢z¢/Aa. Ratal, éa(arzé,f:‘y / o
There I was assigned varicusly procblems on which I was to worf in order
to find an independeat solution, During the summer of 1984, I was engzged
ag a tool and die mazer., During the following year I was a plonesr
. / ] " ’f

lender (Humgarian nane Oi’faﬁa Ve aeta ). During the summer of
1966, I wae & soldier. I served for ono month, and held the rank of
corporal.

I vas able %o get all these summer Jobs with the help of my father,
who was engaged in responsible positions with well known firms. I was
able to make use of ths many connections he had,
Speaking of tho physical ressarch laboratory,- it operated suscessfully ;

Frecleons

as long as it was run by good management. Later, there were naxy- siziciopes
within ¢this place, the morsle sufferad,md the whole place was *"downf,
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The place was modern, beautiful, pleasant, though somswhat crowded. Ve
had many foreign-mads machines (machines from Switzerlamnd, Itsly, Czeche-
sXawkt slavakia, and Russia. The main part of our equipment was of
@ Czechoslavakian,” and of Hungarian origin. W¥e had Swiss measuring
benches (?2) (Hungarian pame Sveced Méﬁo”/:aia/( Yo
This wae a special laborafory, where all new discoveries and £ll nevw
naahai(nes me/:i:::d. It was here that the first modsl of/t::: nev machine,
ftﬂpu'ha.pl 10 or 20 experimental models were built.

The various products thet we worked on were classified sccording to
their nature or according %o their importance. Classification "A®" stood
for military or secret things. Classification ®BY stood for very important,
but not military devices. The rest consisted of purely experimental work,
and also some work involving export-import.

My work was only of a temporary mature., Therefore this you cannot take
a8 & basis of comparieon. I was paid by the hour. Belonged to the fifth
category, and as such received some 800 to 700 forints per month.

Wages in Hungary were scaled according to category. KNot the work, bub
the worker, the individusl was categorised. The lowest category was 3, and
the highest was 8.

Apprentices woere placed im the 3rd or @itk 4th category, depending
vpon their experience. Those in ths 7th or 8th categorles received an
hourly wage of from 8 to 10 forints., If the worker wanted to eern more
money, he hed to spply for admiesion to a higher category. Hie appli-
cation was declded upon by a commission. 3Before ome could resch the
7¢th category he had to pass e minimam t¢echalcal examination. The first
examination has a theerstical part, with understanding mathematics, in-
cluding trigonometry required for the 7th and Sth categorise. It also
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had & practical part where the applicant had to demonstrate his ability
to perfomw (?) work (Husgarian name 59(0/7 mewntes ’mﬁ“"'ﬂ .
Once a worker reached a certain category, his status was registered in
his workbook,and he was trsated accordingly thereafter.

Category 3, then, identifies a semi-gkilled worker. Unskilled workers
wvere in the lst or 2nd categories.

Hungary had excslleni apurentice schools. These were directed by the

Labor Reserve ” Wi s
Office of Reservel Lebor (Munkag@ssotlamlaleX4vatalnungarien name, MIV).
Pupils who have finished the 8th grade of the elementary school (Humgarian
name dfﬁdéfﬂos (shola. ) would be accepted in somes such
aporentice school. There they received/ food, housing and clothing. They
also received a selary of 120 forints a month. Their instructors were
enginsers and technicians. After two or three yeare of such training
appreatices became journeymen.

It was very hard to train spprentices in the beginning. Eut as time
umm went on the apprentice would receive instruction not only in technical
skills, but also in such subjescts as history and literature. An apprentice
vould usually be placed in = the 3rd, 4th and at timsfﬁf&h » and
occasionally even in the 6%h category.

Recruiting of sporentice perscrnel was on & veluntary basis. Those

AN NA LU
wvho for some reason or another were not accepted in a Symmasivm, or were
thrown out of such an institution, or were refused admissicn to a uni-
versity, would avail themselves of the opportunity to so acquire a
technical skill. There were alsoc sdvertisements in vhich yovng men were
askdbd to become skilled techmiclans.

(Interviewer's noted Respondsnt here protested mildly that mamm some of the questions treat
of & subject that is an organic whole as if it consisted of parts which

bear no relation to one another. He promised to answer some of those
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questions later putting them together under the label 'Hungarian‘f::}o;icl')
As soon as I put on my working clothes, I became a worker (Mede). At
that ® very moment I acquired the same status as all the other workers
had. They knew that I was not one of thep, they knew that I was the som
of the chief engineer, but I never had sny difficulty with them. They
did not envy me and I joimed them more then once in criticlsing my own
father.
The average worker msde 1,200 forints a month, the skilled worker 1,400
forints a month. Here are some of the average expenses: Apartment, three
rooms, unfurnished, 120 %o 130 forints a month; electricity, 30 forints
per month; gas, for cooking, 15 to 20 forints a m&h. Trolley car
tickets, pemmbbimd permitting 4 transfers, 17 ﬁ({-l(.{fuff Buses, with four
transfer possibilities, 1 foril.nt and 15 1'1'111&':-:. Local telephone calls,
not limited in time, 60 £illgFs. @ One Kilogram of bread, 3 forints.
One liter of milk, 3 forints. One kilogram of sugar, 6.20 forints. One
kilogram of meat, from 20 to 30 forints. Ready-made suit, for adults,
of English wool, 1,300 forints. Cugtom mede suit, of better quality,
English wool, 2,000 forints. Radio receivers, with 4 to 5 wave lengths,
capable of receiving from the whole world, 800 to 3,000 forints. Radio
receivers with capacity to receive 3 or 4 local Hungarian stations, 300
forints. Televisions sets, black and white, 5,500 forints. There were
very fu[onji{’had a plcture tube of about 22 inches. There vas a small
experimental staticm, operating from the top of the S@wsh me?ﬁ
mountain. Another huge station was under comstruction when we left.
The experimental station reached an area of 25 kilometers im radius.
Washing machines, with no drying or rinsing attachmenta 1,500 forinmts.

Shoes from 100 to #8& 450 forints. Ladles' shoes, ready made, from 100
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to 150 forints. Custom made ladies’ shoss, 550 forints. Lady's dress,
100 forints. niiphosgmete Nylon stockings, U.S. made, 110 forintes. Wphomy
Nylon stockings, made in Huagary from imported thread, 25 forints. Razor
blades wers from 5 to 10 forints apiece. These last two items came to
Hungary from various places abroad, mostly from the United States. They
asually came through IEKA (Interviever’s mote: this is an abbreviation
identifying a Humgerian govermment office through which relatives in the
United Statee amd other places wers able to send packages to their loved
ones in Hungary. Some other such items were brought to Hungary by officials
who went abroad on official business. An officlal visiting Czechoslovekia
for instance; would receiv 30 (zech crowans, as a per diem allowance. '
Actually, be would be subsisting there on 5 Czech crowas, thereby saving
25 Czech crowns a day. This amount he would use in Czechoslovakia %o
purchaﬁc various items he wanted to buy either for himgelf or in order io
resell it. One of.the items that were brought to Humgary im this way was
nylon watches, selling for about 500 forints apiecs. We alsc received
through various import chanmnslz m leather jackets and leather coais from
Bulgaris. These imported coats would run $0 2,200 =l forints. Loeather
coats made in Hungary would run to 4,000 forints. The price of a &
bicycle ran anywhere from 600 to 1,100 foriants. A motorcycle,- the best
Pamronia
kmown Hungarian make was tho Bsanezia; cosht 14,500 forints. This motorcycle
had a cepacity of 500 cubic centimeters, and won the first prize for
reliability a few years ago at the exhibdition im Paris. These were vory
heavy machines. Other machines with a capacity of 100, 125, 2850 cubic
centimeters were much more preferred. The 100 cubic centimeter model
would cost 4,000 forinte. The most widely used foreign-made motorcycle
wvas the Jave and the Zetka, thess were very good Czechoslovakian modela.

The mere fact that I was able to work, Ia my ha early childhood I was alreagy a
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very enthusiastic amateur.
As I have already explained my basic salary ran from 700 to 800 forints
a month,
I had to give up 1} percent of my earnings for the old age pension
insurance plan., One was not obliged to join the labor umions.
Prefiiums were various in type and dbfifevesdnimmemamnt differed in amount
from time to time. There was a premium based on the factory W?.'Thcﬂ
vas & so-called goal premium (nﬁngarian name Cé{)ﬂ?fm&'am ) which
was paid out if a 'Ve?m& reached its target. (I may be able %o
discuss those premiums in greater detall at a later time.)
I have comstructed and repaired radios on an amateur basis. This gave
me some extra moOney.
We have had an eight hour day, asd a six day week. A half hour lunch
period was paid. Any overtime that & person made had %o be authorized
by a person in charge.
There were paid holidsys in Hungarian plants, these holidays were ob=
served uniformly in every plant. Plant workers were not permitted to
choose their own holideys. The following national holidays were pald:
the Fourth of April, the Day of Liberatiom, th.m of May, the
Labor Day. the Twentieth of August (the Constitution Day), Fovember
the Son?th (the commemorating the October Revolution), at times
May the éﬁ&? was proclaimed a holiday if Msy the First was on a
Sunday. We had then about 5 or 6 paid holidays in a year.

For the purposes of school, March the 15th , October the 6th,
December the 2lst, ard snother day were also considered holildays.
March the 15th commemorated the beginning of the 1848 Humgarien

hewoes
Revolution, October the 6th commemorated the hanging of the heroas of ihe




(82)

No. 112 AW PRETEST  SECTION W  LPP 2. 30

that Revolution. December the 2lst commemorated, I believe, the
birthday of Stalin, and another holiday commemorated the birthday

6f Lenin, Every worker had a paid vacation consisting of a minimum

of 14 days a year. Every additional year worked would add ome day to
the paid holidays. The maximum amount of paid holldays ebt attalnable
wvas 24 days. Pai& holidays were arranged on the basis of conseguiive
work performed, soms one could loese his legal holiday comtinuity if
he left his place of employment voluntarily or for some other reasons.
There wers some places of aemployment where a worker was permitted to
rearrange his work schedule to suit either his own purposes or for
some other reason. Thus one was permitted to work more one day and
have off the following day a2 few hours. While this system of re-
arrangement of work schedule was indulged in in practically every
plant, it was miost widely used in government retall stores.

Coming late was taken very seriously. If someone was late,hls being
late would be made known through the public address system of the plant.
At other times, the name of the late-~comer would be posted on a special
board that listed late-comers. This board was called the board of
sheme (Hungarian phrase given Széf)le""t‘{é“’/ ) B
This happened if amyome was 10 to 15 minutes lete. If someone wes a
habitual late-comer, the plant would deduct f:;om his pay anywhere from
15 to 50 forints. If someone was unable to come to work because of
sickness, he was required o bring in mmesdk a medical certificate to
that affect. This certificate would be issued by the physician of

the precinctssz'ri-frganization. If somsone was sick,he recelved no
pey;mamhod instead he would receive supvort money amounting to 75%

to 100% of his base pay during the first half year. After that the

amount would be reduced to 50%.
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Subquestion i and the questions following it actually belong %o an
organic mimbm unit, I should like to discuss this later, if possible.
One cannot make generalizations in this respect. In some industries,
like the smelting industry, workers recoind.additioml bonuses. There
were also bonuses given out to heads of large families. Ap~outonoside
raise would come about automatically by the addition of a newborn
childe Any of these bonuses were bonuses based on a percentage of the
base pay.

These varied very widely from place to place.

Labor unions were comstantly trying to improve the situation in this
respect.

This, too, varied very widely.

The same as above.

1 commuted by bus to my place of work. It took me 35 minutes,

These were older pecple, coming from a good generation.

It depended upon the policies of the hepd of the firm. I knew I was
able to address some very important figures by using their first names,
vhereas my immediate supervisor did look down upon meé.

¥ot very much.

Those who knew each other very well, discussed all kinds of questions
with each other. They would discuss even political questions. Many
have suffered in this respect, however, bncauuf t_hq were reported
and they would loose their jobs.

oo

Heo,

Fo. 1 discussed politics only with those whom I knew very well.

There wae the basic unit, the cell, in every plant. This cell consisted
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three
of iwm people, one of them was the Party Becretary, the other was the

plent director. GhamRzmt; I don't remsmber who the third man was.
The Party sscretary was only an adviser in principle, but in reality
s 211 his pronouncements were wiRR.Sacred scroplure .
It is interesting to note here that even in the Communist Party
headquarters, where over a thousand employees =mEmR worked, all of
whom were trusted Party members, the same organizational principle
would prevail. Even there, these hard core Communiste would be org-
anized in cells.
(74) Party members were considered more trustworthy than others.
(73) According to form, the Party was the leading force, the elite force
= of the workers. Only the best workers were entitled to join the Party.
One had to earn his Perty membership. An applicant to the Party
became 2 candidste first. Then, if his attitude and behavior wore
good, he was élected a member. Only higher suthorities could decide
dn whether or not a cendidate was to be elected to the Party.
(7k) Yes, labor unions have done many nice thingse. There was 2o politics
involved in their orgenization or ectioms. If one decided to join

total Wor beuisy
o labor union, he was required to pay 5% of his/earnings as a fee.

The labor unions were handling the insurance. This insurance had a
very wide range and coversd many things. Coveredy were all the
doctor'e expenses, expensss for the hospital and medicine, es wall as
dental expenses. An insured was entltled to use every other year,
eny of the many nice and wonderful vacation spots maintained by the
labor usions, for two weeks., The prices at these vacation spots
were nominal in nature and were very low i.ndaed._ Labor unions

provided excellent camps for children. They orovided various
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possibilities for sporte. Many of their services unre‘ahuolutoly free.
Also lgbor unions constantly improved the advuras;g§:5::1ont in the
plants., Labor unions provided support money when a new child was borm,
they provided the money mmassmmmp to buy the various things mnecessary
to a newborn baby. They were ‘emged. in such things as creation of
cultural halls in the plants.:;?hrganizing many minute activities,
and in trying to raise the wages of their members.

(71) Labor unions were organized on a basis nél extremely similar, if not
identical, to the system that prevailed in Fascist Italy. There were
no industrisl unions, that is to say not the workers of one industry
were orgenized as a unit, but workers from separate lines of industry .
were orgenized separately. Labor unions had a basic unit, one or sev-
erel in a given plant, with elected leadership. Opposite this organ-
ization, at the iu:z:;: were national organizations embracing all of
Bt the labor uniomns.

(7m) I don't know.

(7n) This question does not belong here. I shall come back to it when I
speak of the Hungarlan industry.

(7p) I knew quite a few people who did succeed without being members of the
Party. My father, for one, was not a Party member, Similarly many of
s the university professors %éd not belong to the Party. Those who
held a position of eminannajéjois that were necessary to the contin-
ned existence of the regime, were tolerated. Also persons to whose
namas a certaln prestige was attached were left alone.

(7a) Those who were politically neutral did have some sort of an esteem in the
eyes of the Communists. They felt that, if someone was not a Party member,
but did not combat them either, was, at any rate, a person in whose

political attitudes they could be sure. People of this sort,
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nostly intellectuals, belonged to a category of their owme. (The Commun=

iste had 2 name for this category in Hungarian, aq 'ne}l/lez /;J
7!&'&1’0411( vl ekfe(mrk% .

(7r) Yes, very much so. These people contributed a great deal to subsequent
degeneration
zemswmbinpum. Generslly spoaking, there were three social groups in this
respect, those wbo were faithful to the regims, those who were nsutral,
and those who opposed the regime. Rmmum Parallel to this there were

Cadlre

three types of Eaders (Kader). The working class was coneidered mmpmmd
kppensdnirden to uﬁ'm & good Kader, the neuiral Kader consisted of
the hommgeh bourgeolsie or lower middle classes (term given in Hungariam
fwfiﬂfﬂi V4 q.'olu'( ), and the bad Kader is composed of people who have
been exposed politicelly or who have held high official positions in a
previous regime. At the university they had another designstion, 1t was
called technical middle Xader (Hungarian mEem name: Miszake X 5'z¢?'-*
Kader. ). It was called technical because it embraced people
vho would be future Hungarian technicians, and it was called middle Kader
because dbmm ite members have not yet become members of the Party but who
in tinewa be such. Etymologicelly, the word XKader is a word taken
from the Hungarian for a former military kadron. Originally it desig-

nated a military officer who had authority to give out o_rd.ersa.

(7s) This system prevailed until 1955. Reforms were gradually instituted
Practically
thereafter. funh Cemcegueatly every plant direcior was a2 porson of this
kind.
(7¢) Yes, there were spies everywhere. Thejj system of their opsration, however

Recruited
varied from plant to plant. They were secpuidbed from all walks of life

and bslonged to all sorts of age groups. Their duties were to report

incidents and attitudes of people, thereby enadling the management %o
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know in advance the next move of its opponenis in this constant industrial

chess game. .

I am not in favo® of them. They don’t know how to operate a factory.
without a

A factory cannot be operated/despotic rule. These were orgesnized after

the revolution, they are of Yugoslavian origia.

I don't know. V"t‘.Li,}f:Mg/

shdddshasey
One ususlly tried to change his place of employment by gmambkawimz his

acquaintances. His acquaintances would inform him of pesitions available

elsevhere. Once the existence of a need was so sstablished, a worker
would try to ask for the release of his work book. This was a very

A difficult task. Taen there was the MTH (in Hungarian, //a'nl(a Mo#/(

'{aﬁtafc'k!\l'vl-t“t‘v )» the 8ffice of Reserve Labor, with its offices in
Budapest and suboffices elsewhers. This organization would alsc find
suitable employment if necessary. There were also employmsnt bureaus.
These are abszolutely personsl, individual factors., BHmkm No generaliz-
ation is possible here.
Yes, at first I wanted to becoms an electrical engineer. During my
&Eemnagiuns
firet year in the CGymnasium I =mmis changed my mind and decided %o
My decision

becoms a chemical engineer instead. I have based =e nRummem on purely
internal reasons, the coasiderations which went into this decision were
purely perscnal.
If I could have finished my education there, then, yes.
One usually wants both success and a position of leadership, I think.
Because of human vanity, considerations of money;and the wrge %o rule.
I would aspire to have a stable life. I would not hmmm like to be too
rich, I would mot like that. I would like to have a laboratory in my

own home.




7 Ho. 112 "A® PRETEST SECTION W LPP Pe 56

(aj) Ho.
(8k) Yes, this is the general desire of an intellectual. It ie part and
parcel of his Weltanschauung.

(9) There were times whon we wers living relatively well, end times when
ve were living very poorly.
ena

(m9a) One. My father mads money to suppert the family.

(9b) There were no great changes in our lives after the war.

(9¢) We could have bought everything we desired if we only had the money.

8
(94) My father's base pay was 2,838 forints & month. If you add %o this on

the one hand the premiums, and subtract the various deductions, he took
home 3,400 forinte clear every month. We have spent 1,000 forimts for
food for two weeks. We paid 280 forinte for our modern apariment. We
were living 1ln a modern house. 200 forints ware spent for gas, slectrio-
ity and various minor expenses. Except for the”msmf item the others are
calculated on & monthly basis. {&333 There was no income tax in
Hungary. As far as the forced loans are concerned, one was obliged to
y This #7042¥4 &)

sign upifhis earnings for one month, tkess he paid in ten oqualyfnstala
ments, My father signed up for 4,000 forints.

(9e) 280 forints per month. We had an apartment of our own.

(92) The housing problem was very bad in generals Many apartments wers
destroyed during the war, others were taken over by the people who
came up to Budapest to live there after the war, still others were
taken over by the government and were coaverted 1lato office epace.

(%2) We had spent 2000 foriats a month on food. One had %o stand in line
sometimes whea buying meat.

(91) One could buy everything in government owned storss. Articles in these
stores were not of high quality. Only idiots frequented the black

market. Thome who cared to do so were able to purchase on the black




(93)

(91)

(9m)

(9n)
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market such things as gold, Semismie. dollare, colonial wares, and whatever
was sent to Hungary in the IKEA parcels.
The labor unions helped a great deal in the purchese of fusl. Our own
Hungerian coal was of very inferior quality. We were obliged to import
coal from Poland and Germany. Because we did not have foreign currency
reserves, the importation of coal was limited. A famlly was issued
tickets for ome or 1} toms of coal at & time,

S2TK
ve had ingurance in this respact. The SFK service was not always mwkadn
satisfactory. If one had the miefortune of being obliged to go to &
private doctor, he was obliged to leave there even his undershirts A
vieit to a private doctor would rum enyvhere from 20 to 100 forints.
A private dentist required for the £illing of one cavity anywhere from
15 0 65 forints. Every hospltal was state-mamg owned, The doctors
there were excellent. Very severe laws regulated the actions of &
physician.
We did receive some advantages. The factory gave my father permission
$0 use pari of the factory force to erect protective bars on our windows
after factory hours. Also, when we moved, uetw:ra assigned a factory
truck and driver. We paid for this gervice &= the factory 15 forints,
whereas otherwise we would have psid 500 forinte. Also the factory
meinteined s resori where members of my family were able to spend
their vacations.
The radio tex was 10 forints, whether you had one radio or 25. Movie
tickets ran from 2 to 6 forints. Theatre tickete ren from i 6 to 10
forints. Tickets to the opera ran from 8 to 22 forints. If one hought
an opera series ticket consisting of ten performences end covering the

entire season, one paid anywhem from #mas 50 to 150 foriats for it




(10)
(’ 0a)

(10v)
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(10e)
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The price of a dally mewspeper was 30 £illérs, that of a magasine 2 forints.
Booke, ‘gerious, iumportant books I am talking of,--ramn from 10 to 35
forints aplece. Where were algo cheap editions of course. If eme wanted
to engage in some sport activity, he usually joined a sport club, and

he then paid only 1 forint membership fee and he was able to use all

the facilities. { e )

I always kmew that our standard of living was relatively high.YVery
definitely. My father gave to the regime & great number of his own
discoveries, pateants, worked innumerable extra hours for them without
ever being compensated for it.

Generally speaking, yes, the monetary policy of Hungary had much
opposition. It loft much to be desired. It is o statistical fact that
every day a new factory was built in Hungary.

There wasn't much change in this respect. On paper workers had all

sorts of rights, but in reality it was a,('mvd" (@ethingd) 4%0“/:1&?-

It was ebsolutely worthless (the actual Hungarian expression useds

IQZ @( Vﬂ L3 kﬁ, ,Q",(” ), 4t amounted to the govermment giving you something

(10£)

(108)

from one of its bends, and taking it back with the other. But I £irmly
believe that paopl‘:;‘g;t back their money sooner or later. Those who
were lucky enough to have their numbers pulled on the lottery, have
already got back their investiment. Now is it anyone's fault that the
numbers of other people wers not pulled?

Ag far as I kmow the Russisas have reduced the Humgarian reparation
paymeats $o 30 percent. Also, the regime has come to an sgreement with
England, according to which only 20 percent of the value of Humgarian
exports to England would be retained for reparations and 80 percent
would be paid in cash.

One wae obliged to attend all these sctivitiess One was even obliged




(11)
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to go and listen to what weat om at the MEDSZ (Hungarien name given in

g Ma7 are V3K Demolpatekes
S2.ovets e’gg, s

Hungarian women. One was obliged to go to the seminars, political

). A political organization of

discussions, etc.

The Hungarian industry was completely reorganized after the war. The
nationaligzation program was carried out in seoveral steps; first¢ came
the large concerns, then places employing over 500 people, then those
employing over 100 people, and then everything.

The industry as a whole was supervised before the war by the
Ministry of Industry. This supervision was tremendously increased,

80 that every branch of industry had its own supervieing ministry after
tke war. This required & very large mass of administrative personnel,
and bureaucratic red taps took enmormcus propertions. Not only was it
difficult %o synchronize things between a given plant and & ministry,
but &n order had to go through =0 many hands until it reacked its
destination that there was ample room for alta@uon and even sabotege
on the way.

The supply of raw and semi-finished maierial was also entrusted
to a ministry. This centralization of supplies was heampered by the
almost total lack of warehousdng facilities. If there were any delays
in supply,- and there wors many such dolayﬁth- plants, to which these
supplies were destined, were Torced %o shat dmm»

A given quesiion had to travel Shrough a prescribed channsl in
the Ministry. There wers the departments (neme given in Hungarian
foﬁsdaff)w{ )o sections (name givem in Hungariaa osz.fa’? A
groups (name given in Hungarian CSO/2o# ZoK )s 2nd commissionz (name

. r rﬁ-ec‘Q
given in lmngarlanégzpﬂ:q?oﬁ ). These divisions had bto-aceoumt

Co;?ﬂes/cond'e‘nj o,afonl’:, / €. be/krbw; 07

The sGame omoless
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oy A
Sopepande in any given plant./ fmum given plang, was not an independent,

gelf-sufficient unit, buit was obdliged to clear every minor question
with the Ministry first. IZ? a problem srose where tfu consent to a
question two various plantd depertments v%smcumry. the
originaling department would refer the question to its counterpart
in the Minietry. There it would be discussed with the other miniaterial
department in questioa, That depaertment, in turn, would inform its
counterpart at the local plant. Eventuslly, after a tremendous delay,
the one locsal plaht department would inform the other of the decision
made., It heppenad very often that by the time a question was o solved,
some other factors entercd the plcture ard fimd further advise from the
Ministry became necessary.

So we had centralization at first., Bubt it did not work. Im fact,
in some aress it became disastprous. Scme perishable food would be senl

Debrecerv
from Szeged to Budapest, from therp, it would be channecled fo Dedrechem.

Another shipmént, originating in mzpmwwuld be shipped to
Szeged, via Bmpiwm Budapset. The nst result was o 100 pércent loss and
R a great deficit. :

As a result, tho food industry was decentralized and local Kozért
stores were estzblished. The production of such articles as shéee,
taxtiles, and others continues to be highly centralized to this day.

A plant is told to produce uc many green jackets, another to make
80 meny red ones. They sre getting their raw materials through the
Ministry, and are told where to sell their products and at what price.

Othsr industriee receive some degree of automomys

is centralized direction was disastercus and some synchrenization was

obviously esssntial, the National Planning Bureau (name in Humgarian

oT
0&? 5?0;? os Lepvhiva Zal, evereviateds 88) vas established.
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This bureau established targets for the varicus industries and for
the nationm ss a whole. But in doing se, 90 or 95 percent of the pro-
duction capacity of the mation®s factorics wére engaged in some spscific
rroduction. When, as time went onm, major changes in the natioa's planning
became necessary, these changes could not be brought abou, because there
was not enough free production capacity svallable. Thus, i something
went wrong in the planning burean, the whole ecoromy suffered.

The system dic have some sdvantages. We had consumr goods of
uniform quality, at uniform prices. And there was no competitioa. The
disadvantagee, however, were far greater. This bursaucratic system
required the services of a great number of experts. Amd this in $imes
wvhen the nationls inductry was im dire nced of them. Aleo vhatever we
produced
eantdruesnin Hangazy, was produced with en onrhoaﬂ. cf ovaer 200 perceni.

The labor force waz elso directed by the Minietry. The ministries
decided who was 0 be the director, the chief engineer, aad the chief
sccoutant of a gliven plant. These were often political appointments,
end the beneficlary could not be removed except by the Minlsiry. Every
flant had its persomnel departmsnt, and thers was a ministerial perscmnel
departmeat erbracing all thefgtra::rmal departments under ite Memy
people, without being sultably %ralned, wore placed in important
positions. Faturally chaos aad waste resvlted.

There was a department Sor expansior amd dcvolopnent on & minis=
terial level, (Hungerisn mame givende /{eszz‘eu #Basz-fat‘y ). There
was no patent buresu and trede-marks could pot be registered. One could
not have exclusive rights to his imventions, that is to say he could not
patent them. Those who had suggestions for improving thlugs, or had

developed an invention could offer them to the above-mentiomed Bursau and




"
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could receive g yveward for it. The average award amounted tc some 400
to 500 forints. The inventor also recelived a percentage in royalties.
There was no welting pericd and no checking of these imventions. Many
& person would simply steal forelgn patents, by copylng bémmn its main
:teaturon,and declare them to ve his own, in order to malke scme money.
registored

Also, people had mmmizms minute,wholdly useless improvements with the
seame aim in mind.

Inventory was also hardied by a central inventory departnent (name
given in Hungarisn Beﬁukaéa;c'fo@zrzzfa’( y ). They
received ths money from the uagarf‘é&t'.gf ‘(;iﬁgézaﬂi; ﬁg:)t §am:. (Interviemer 5
notes This wes a sort of commerclel Baak on a mational scalo)e

The money market was entirely centralized.

The only Eungarian cOal’wh:‘;ch could be converted in%to ccke was
mined in the coal mines of B&gﬁﬁ. Other Hungerian coal was of recent
origin and umsultable as industriel fusl. As a result, Huagary had to
import coal from Poland and Germany. We receivad 1ron§2:’om Eussia. Ve
had Vo iaport practically all our rawv malerials except aluminum.

One could say here that we needsd a planning bureau. The $rouble

was, that 1% 4id not functiozn. It was dacided,. P St

instead of bringing in pemi={iniched iroa from Rusela, we should expand
our iron em2liing facilltise and produce our own iron from Hussian ore.
They built a whole new cifty for this purpose, nemed (Hungerian name given

ggzc’('wm:@as(!)uwaﬁ!’ufe (e) ,)e 1%t had a big, modera iron industry, But the

transportation of the ore van into a botileneck on the Black Sea and the

Duma pes-tele !
entirs capacity of the (City) clents Lldagww

» producing nothing.
- ' J
The already exzistinz smelting cepacities at (Humgarisn namﬂ&OS?)’ R )
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was also atandomzd. exfmw{edf,
To minimfize the import difficulties, a wvhole new ball bsaring indusiry

Debrecew
was built in the city of Bebmmslsga. This, and many other plantas 11k.¢ it

as Muq
are no% capable of prodncing expor’ quality raterials, amd/ifs full
capacity exceeds domestic demands, they must, at least fartly, be converted.
A few scapegoats are dismissed and punished, and plants which cost millions
to build are idle.
The result 1s a tremendous dafileit. Somecne, of course, must pay
for 1t. The atate recovers its losses by either keeping down the wages
or by maintaining higher pridses,-=wvhichever wsy you waut to lack at it.
The pleaning bureaug requirey’actories toc meet =E§E. production
targets at & spocified vime, These im tuvrn put the pressure on the workers.
Quantity becanms parﬁmount.“ag quality became secondary. Foople wers roqui:nﬂ
to do a caertain mininum.- But they were propered to do even more than the
minimunm, becavse premiums wers at stake.
To counteract the comstantly falling guality of the finished

fosschle
products, and to eliminate as muca asyihs production of ¥®sacondB® (Hurngarian

’ s ®og
nsme given .s:z(e/f ) ), the guality control sactiom (IMEOQ, ”Nl&.ﬂ?l

/ " £ o5 f (
Llleworzesd oselaly ) ves sstablished. Guslity ves
eXpOT
g% graded thereaftor. l-A wes/smerddmmh q_ugl':ty. Other grades were 1=3,
Ty

etc. A quality stamp would bo astached to/dlam finished article. All
finished goode had to pass the MDD before they could be marketed. Now one
cculd produce goods only at & normzl speel; but the miaimuam requirements
continued. The whole production s3ystem wez bPased on norme. There were
occasional (e rectl tio an
prodnsl chapges in tho norm, and Skere were/various differentiations and
adjustments that varied from place to place, but, on the wicle, norms were

rather reduced and not imcreased. In cther words, onse was required %o
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do more, as time went on rather then less. Now people tried

to produce more and more, ir order to reap the mmasfmm premium
benefits. Factory management was equally interested im the
nppm speed up. If The factory reached its target in time,
everybody received premivms. If a factoryd managed to reach
its target before the target deadline, everyone comnected with.
the plant would participate in the profits sgo reallzed. This
participation meant the payment of a certain percentage of

the profiit, based on the individval's pay. It would amount to
as much as 30 to 50 percent. “

The important thing, then, was to produce a quantity, and -
have it pass the MEO inspection. Common sense standards and the
feeling of individual maponszlbility/mk vere deteriorating

and a chaos and @z degemneration then snsued., Some, I heard,
preferred to hammer in the sgcrews, ratherfé: %uow conventional
methods, in order to save tine, I ocur gocods were designed
for export, we could mever hope of receiving another %@ oRe.
from there., But things like this could not be permitted.|/ The
expert productlion was totally wegregated fram the other industyy.
It became an entit;%selfa . '
The quality continued to decrease, The MEQO inspsctions
were tightened but no results. They experimented with time
payments (o"ﬁabé? ). Interviewer®s note: A worker
would be pald according to hours worked, not according ¢o
quantity produced. They then experimnted with pay based on
productivity, ( 7&[/&4(?77:'7 /é&"’ ) a variant of the
aorm system, They tried everything. | '
Under centralization the director of a plant 1s reduced

)
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to a figurehead. This does not bring results. Thereupon

some autonomy was grented to the plants. Only 50 percent of
the capacity was engaged for aéizz'purposea, the other half

of the capacity was left free, Yo be used according to day to
dey requirements. There were many machines of all sorts. There
were many new tooling machines &522&524’4’7%; ). Most of these
came fram abroad, but there were still too many old machines,
capable of producing only inferior results. There were many
comtroversies between the various plamts as to who wes respon-
gsible for poor, inferior machines, To settle these disputes,
the Coneiliation Commigsion (Hungarian:f%yezf?ﬁﬁquw&%é )

was established. There were Ministerial Commigsions handling
disputse between plante, and there was an even higher concili-
atory body, the highest forum of its kind (Hungarian: Donto’—
éozoé‘m% s /

Thére was the AEK (Rungarian : 4G wte L‘Z/ewmza,f’pz/nadf gtate
Control Center. This wae an all powerful economic investl-
gative body. It could go any place, with no limitations to 42}
power, If something went wrong, investigeation would follow.
Those found guilty were severely punished. This was not a
politieal, but an economic arm of the government.

We had the OT (National Planning Board), with authority
Kbleso'uis Zaga(qsa c
Segelyny £%H§ZQ?¢«?€IQ

, Council on Mutal Assistance), en inter-

within Hungary and the KGST (Hungarian:

national planning board, advisory in its nature, thsat made the
economic plans for the entire Joviet system. It wae on the

basis of this organizatioris plans, that international trade
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was carried on within the Soviet orbit. No money vayments
were involved here, each nation had a running account (Hun-
garian: folstz%gkla) and barter-like trade was carried on.
e received skodas from Cze:hoslovakia, we gsent electric
motors there. We recelved oil from Rumania and we sent
something to the Rumanians. There was also an exchange of
technical versonnel.

ODK (Hungerian: Orszdgos Dokumentalo Kozpont, National
Information and Archive Center) was keening tab on economic
development in other satellite countries. One could find
out through this office what ® went on in, say, Czechoslovakia
or Poland, discoveries, processing, etc.

Hungary was very short on foreign currency. Rubleg on
the other hand were rather eashly had.

During the Revolution all state warehousez were thrown
oven. A tremendous amount of goods were nurchased in those
days. "e had at least a two months supply. If we had had
free, open trade in Hungary, peonle_would have starved to
déath. This 1s another advantage of this sort of a regime.
Tt had a tremendous reserve (Hungarian: Aruképeeség).

The forint was based on work. tt was besed on that
margin that existed between produgtion and purchasing oower.
This was our Valuta,

We exported railroad equipment @ to Argentina, bridges
to Egypt, butter to Switzerland. e even exported Hungarlan
011, Just in order to get dollars. We ourchased Rumanian
0%l for forints and exported Hungarian oll for dollars,
Actually, we converted forints into dollars.

The emnhasis always was on onroducing oroduction equipment,




(11a)
(11v)
(11lec)

(114)
(11¢7)
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rather than consumer goods. We were told that we may have to
suffer for some 30 years, but thereafter we would kRave it very
good. But our expansion suffered because of poor technical
leadership. I know of a g man who used to be a gas meter checker
in his former days,who was appointed chief engineer in a big

machine factory. The old chief engineer was dlsmlssed, because,

1t was sald, he was not good enough.#¢ 4/13’/4‘”‘/"““’ the YorKer
haprd €Macxgh i

Hungary is known to have the greatest a bauxite depogiis
in the whole world. We used to export thls ore to Germany before
the war, and bought batk the finished aluminum at exorbitant
prices, We did not have enough eleciric power to do the process
ourq;}vee. The regime has built a great hydroelectric work on
the ﬁ%iver at Ceomesdek (s=f JeszalbK ) and aluminum
production is in full swing now. Of course, the problem of
amortization is immense in this respect. We have a heavy alum-
inum export. Within Hungary aluminum was substituted for many
other metals. We were trying to discontinue the use of copper.
Even dishes are made of aluminum. We had boats, ships, molors,

Chrome

and even buses made of aluminum. /Ooab was very scarce. In the
former RékosiJQQQEQSWOrka, a section did nothing else but Bry to
regain chrome from discarded cans.
Tt had ite advantages, and it had its disadvantages.
Yes.,
T 414 not like the various organizations in the economic life.
There was practically no room for initiative there.
I don’t know.

It was very good. It was necoessary. It was a good plan. It was
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Stch,as e beee Zd’f""‘?
a reconstruction plan. It had wonderful resulté?fﬁrldges, and

stabe(izateons of

the} forint, Tt wanted to establish more, it wanted %o

ﬂj; e
(11h)

(111)

(122)
(12b)
{124}

{(12e)

(12£)

reach more than it intrineically gmmdm could. Actually, they
even tried to finish it in 4% years.

He was a good economic expert. He was a good economic’s pro-
fessor, I believe he 1s good.

This wae & constant theme of discussion. It was good. IT was
the first year that we had a positive international trade balance.
had o AotlarR scerples:

Actually, we even secshiSE S8

I personally believe economic circumatances had a very great
role., But one cannot generalize here.

Tt 1s very hard to say something on that.

No.

In private discussions between one another. In personal opposl-
tion, and even in sabotage sometimes.

dome 8o, sone otherwise. I couldn't answer this guestion. There

were so many variations. They are capable of being led, of being

influenced. They have the tendency to extremes.
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T have gone to & great number of schools. Let's take the

elementary school first. I comnleted my first yeer of the
elementary school in Olaszliszka. The second and third classes
T completed at & private school in Magyarovar. In my fourth
year I went to eschool in Budapest to the Sziget Street
3chool. My fifth year was completed at the Gimnazium of

the Pilarist Fathers in Budapest. In the sixth year T went

to anxx another school in Budapest named Ady Endre

Gimnazium, My seventh and eighth years I have completed at
a school celled Iranyl Uccal Allami Pedagogiai Foiskola
gyakorld Mintalskclaja. It was excellent. (Interviewer's
note: This last school was a practice school conducted by

a teacher's college of Budavest.) The next four years I
spent at the Eotwés Jozse? Attelénos Gimndzium. Thereafter

T went to the Budapest Tnatitute of Technolozy &nd I was in
the second year there. (MHungarian name gilven: Bpesti Miszaki
Tgyetem). T was studying to become a chemical engineer.

In the Gimnasium I attended the DISZ politleal club.

T took courses in military science.

Tt was necessary for me to do so., I had completed the lst,
ond, and 3rd years of the elementary school privately (did
not attend classes, passed examinations o#tly). I went to the
other'schools either because I knew that they were very good
or that they had a very good reputation,

T wanted to get a degree 1n chemical engineerilng.

I had a great ambition. Every member of my family had a
degree.

My scholastic averages were always very high.

T had ideal conditions all around.
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T waa an excellent student.
T waan't always an A atudent. Generally speaking I was a B
atudent previously. But my father was an industrialist, and
my mother came from a great landholding family. Thls informa-
tion was contained in my birth certificate. I had to Pl
these <EERms. ST 7S,
Ag far as studying went, yes. Those who came from technical
achools or from technical g%mnaaiums received added individual
attention, especially if they were weak in some of the subjects.
An instructor woul® be aseigned to cne or ¥wo of these people
and these would then be instructed edditionally. We did not
have this added help. There were also foreign atudents studying
there. These, however, belonged to an entirely different category.
In my class there were two from China, two from Kores, one from
Bulga#ia, six from Rumenia, four from Albania, one from Russia,
one from Iran and there were 120 Hungarian students.

free
Every subject was required. There were #@sss elective subjects.
A professor would inform us that such and such subjecte would
be given at such and such hours after the mmsm reguler hours
in the school. One could attend these courses, but they would
not be counted toward the degree.
qubjects beldnging to my major, yes. T did not like the others.
Wwe had three hours of military science each week, Those who had
attended wcowees would, upon termination of their military
studies, WEESE be sent home with a rank of lieutenant. These

courses were only theoretical in nature, there was no practice

to it, and we had no uniforms. No similarity to the ROTC.
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They could not catch the gtudent's interest m vefy well in thie
respect. Our text books were not of the best order. There was
not very great enthugsiaem for it.

The same applies as to (8¢). Many have found them extremely
difficult to understand. We were not required to take notes,
everything was mimeographed for us,

1t was a stupldity. The instruction was not carried on on a
university w & The notoriously bad Hungarian kept bothering
our ears.

3Jports were not obligatory. The only obligatory thing was
gymnastics. If one couldn't take this he was able to substitute
2 study in problems of health education. It all depended on the
profegsor.

This 1a a difficult question to discuss. The Revolution las
shown that it was not successful., But it did havesme'sucoess.
Tt called our attention to the fallacies and faults of EE
other systems., This was not a positive somethlng, they had no
better system to offer themselves. I ghould say it succeeded in
converting young children up to 14 years of age to an extent of
70 %o 75 percent.

Diseipline is very hersh. From the point of view of social
behavior, and attitudes toward one another 1% brought about
equality. No differences were recognized. Good fellowship

(the German word Kamersdschaft would come closest to it) was
fostered. There was a disciplinary pressure exerted on us.

This helped to keep the emotions down. One of my friends had

besten up the DISZ secretary. He was thrown out of school asg

a result,
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No.

These kept on changing all the time. No one even tried to
memorize them. . aﬂ?f/?a ok uidy

whenever some m/gituation called for it, these slogans
would always be cited in a gatirical way.

It ie more potent between the age brackets of 8 to 14, It 1s

the least potent after one has reached 30 years of age. Children
between the ages of & to 14 usually like %o play soldiers. There
was ample room to do this sort of thing in the regime. And
there are so many beautiful slogans. Also, these young ones
received assistance of a great variety. After one has reached
the age of 30, one indulges more often in concentrated thinking.
The older the people are, their thinking will be influenced more
snd more by previous systems and regimes. My grendfsther kept
on telling me how wonderful it was when one was able to purchase

Insmbger LPCU/z €R

two mmhm rolls for one/mmhksm., He was obviocusly referring to
the old Austro-Hungarian monarchy.

7% consists of two branches. The one has an intellectual
tradition, the other hehbngmisdhmy belongs to a landholding
claas,

My mother beldnged to a landholding clasas.

We were considered kulaks and/or intellectusls. Btymologically,
kulek comes from a Russian word meaning the flst. It was firet
used with ite present day connotations }_it:;owkﬁuggir; ( NEP)
Revolution, during the era of the rew—-esononie-potiey, when
o i‘EZZ" 7

Sastdil) peasants were accused of destroying like flets, the

amall sgricultural homesteaders.
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My father was a mechanical engineer.

No. The change occurred in 1946, Up until then he was an
independent private consultant, specializing in @@ investment
and speculative undertakings. He also had a number of patents.
By 1946 he was completely bankrupt:“,f:&waa engaged in thils
activity that T have just described i 1935 until 1946. I could
not describe his places of employment after 1946, because he
changed them very frequently and I did not remember them all,
Tn a word, he was employed. as a consultant, going to whatever
plant happened to work at the time on his inventions.

T did not have & bad opinion of it. At least as compared to
positions at that time. This of course changed radically in
the first few months of 1946 after the Hungarian pengd had
shown 1ts inflationary tend?nciee. p

Hungarian: ORleveles 7eﬁeﬁ'ameﬂwb)‘<.

nterviewer's note: This corresponds roughly to the holder of
apM.A. degree in mechanical engineering in the United States,
HYe was, on the whole, very satiefied with me. He would have
sreferred if I had followed in hils footsteps, as I have learned
this from my mother, but he never tried to interfere.

My family lived somewhaet better thmmmamm then than now. We had
gome money then. This vanished as time went on. Our expenses
kept on rising, one was obliged to maintalin a soclal level
corresponding to his position, buy sults and dresses for the
opera, etc.

My family has three members.

Yes.
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Because they had available spacs.

Hy father only.

There were timee when it was definitely %o our disadvantage, but
the poaition of the intellectuals was neutral. They were toler-
ated. /@hnu gimply did not say anything about my mother coming
from a great landholding family, We did not mention her being

a kulak,

Our relations were always excellent.

Naturally.

Tt would always be some concrete theme or conerete situation
that would give csuse to a disousslon.

No.

We were very close to one another. FPerhaps m because we were

go dependent on one another. This may not have been typiocal.
At any rate, we had a beautiful famlly life. We always met

in the evening.

T would have liked to engage in sports. But I never had time

to do it. If I did have some free time I was engaged in doing
various repalrs in the house.

Family ties atrengthened in our case and I believe this was

the rule generally also.

Perheps it was so because I have grown up 1n the meantime. I
began to understand my parents’ problems, and, having underatood
them,I inereasingly participated in their discugsions, I aleo
tried to help them. In a word, I was a factor of some consequence
in the family.,

Of course.
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T don't think so., It may Jave been the case khafmzhane with

aome families where both parents worked. In a situation like

that the children would grow Up wild.

T have no idea what went on in the villages. whatever 1 say

here has to do with the City of Budapest. It may not be applicable

even to another city.

We never had so many illegitimate chlldren as now. The war of

courae had ite deteriorating influence. After the war; prostl-

tution was an excellent trade, assuring one of a steady lnoome.

girla (! ) had a very low moral gtandard. This was egpeclially

true in the case of girls who already had one jllegitimate

child., Then agein in many cases both parentes worked. One

® tried, of course, %o aagociate with such girle’;ﬁ had mmfl no

apartment problem. I can atill remember the case of the girl

who was in a hospital giving birth to an illegitimatie child.

On ::2Qbad there was the following placard: For a married
ﬂ?st#wvﬂuﬂMGVeé('

woman to give birth to a child is an obligation, for @ girl

to do the same is a glory. In the beginning there sere publioc

nouses of prostitution, these, however, were later abolighed.

Lawe dealing with delinquency of thig sort were extremely severe,

The police inatituted many searches {Hungarian: /E’Az.‘z_l‘ﬂf )e

1f aomeone was caught at questionable places he was oWiged to

go for periodilc check ups tc a hospital, for many weeks.

Meeting in hotels, parks was absolutely forbidden. The only

place where cne could indulge in this 111icit traffic was

in private homes. sbortion was & violation of the law and

thege laws were atrictly enforced.
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(23b) Generelly at & very young age. Dowry is nonexistent., 9So the
opinion prevaile generally that the two should get together at
an early time so as to start sccumulating. Friendehips usually
atart at an earlier age now than before. The age of the girl
is usually between 18 and 20, in the case of a university girl
it may be between 23 and @& 26. The age of males varies from
22 to 30, marriages where both partles are of the same age are
rare, Men, who can be proven %o be the fathers of illegitimate
children, are obliged to pay 25 percent of their incomes %o the
child's mother. It is difficult to prove one's innocence in
this respect. The easlest way out would be to have two witnesses

Co #egt 2

%the fact that the girl had relations previously. I have
known some men who have been paying out for three different
children., They g::i practically no monej lef ;z?themselves.

(#8c) Courting is much shorter now than it used to be. TExdédept that
the question of the dowry no longer hag any significance,no
fundamental changes occurred in the nature of marriage.

(28e) There was no officially recognized or tolerated progtitution.

(28¢2) They were very strict. If & man became unfaithful to his wife,
he was thrown out of his job, If 1t was the wife who became
unfaithful, her punishment was even more severe. In any case
both parties to the act of infidellty were thrown outf of
their jobs. There were no divorces. The only exceptions in
+his case were the divorces where there were medical reasons
for divorce, such as some disgeases, impotency, etc. Legal
~sasons for divorce were sbandonment for a long time,--unfaith-

2ulness was not always recognized as a legal reason. Beating




{28g)

(28h)
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and other sort of cruelty was punishable anyway. There wae a
theory beginning about 1% years ago and lasting for about % a year
to a year when divorces could be arranged for an official fee

or tax of 10,000 forints a person. Thls regulation no longer
stands.

T have no opinion on the subjest. I know that prophylactics were
not used very widely. Various supports on the part of the state.
tended to strengthen family 1ife. A couple would receive a
marriege present of about a 1,000 forints at the time of the
marriage. There would be an addition of from 40 to 50 forints
efter the birth of each child. Those who have had 6 %o 8
children have received official recognition, and a definite
improvement in their wages.

Tllegitimate children did not auffer in any way or 1ln any
respect. T have had one such friend. The bourgeols m

in this respect were broken. (Actual Hungarian expression used:

/(,'5/30[?“4‘ {23477;2/5? oss2 etoe?™ ). At any rate there were

(29)

(29a)
(290)
(29¢)

not too many illegitimate children.

7 hed gone to his house or he came to mins. At other times we
would hold fmkepmi telephone conversations. He 1s now also in
ithe States.

He was a medical student.

He was 19 years old and his father was a physician.

Tt varied very much., Em We would dance more often than not.

e were trying tc learn new dance steps. At other times I would
help him with various subjecis; he was decidedly wesker than I

in such subjecte 28 physics, mathematics and chemietry.
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Very much so, of course. We i expressed our views to one

another without any commentaries. Ve knew the otheris opinion

to the alightest detall.

Vo, Our friendship was two years old.

Naturally. We are still corresponding.

T expeot absolute mepznnapinmeaind reciprocity in various

1ittle pleasantries. Another important stipulation 1in this

respect, a friend should under 21l pmém circumstances be able

to @l refrain from closer engagements with hisg friend‘s girl.

our motto in this respect was: (Hungarian) Haver Wﬁ;é- ag, Cade.

The essential meaning of thias phrase is, a friendfs girl is

taboo.

T would have tried to dissuade him from entering the Party.

T 314 have a friend who was the DISZ gecretary in the school.

But he waa absolutely correct. I very often voiced reactionary

opinions. But that did not matter at all. I must emphaslze

here that he was not a real Communist. Coming back to the

question I would say thal T consider politics and friendship

%o be two distinct things. Perhaps we would break up and then

again perhaps we would not.

Religions and people vary a great deal. My father was a

Proteatant. After the war everyone tried to take up a Christian

faith. I wae born a Catholic. Out here, in the United 3tates,

our Jewigh relatives were scandalized that I don't even read

Hebrew, let alone speak 1%, As I explained previously I have
LarisT

gone one year to & Rietdst sohool. I ehould say then that I

was familiar with the religious tenets of the religion in which my
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parents have baptised me. And in epite of this I did not go to
the Church,

(30a) There were no religious questions or problems. The relative
importance of religion was relegated to the Apadd 1,000th plece.

{30b) I am a materialist. "I never tried to discugs, let alone prove
dogmatic theses. This is not a peraonal,iaolated case. Religious
clubs were nonexistent,

(31) T went to church out of defﬁgrence to mpmBamthpmandnothen the
other members of my family only.

(31b) Yes. Fxcept for a few denominations. Protestants did have
some preferences. One could see this during the Revolution.
They had & person for every situation. The religion remained
the same, T suppose, only the figureheads changed.

(31c) Officially there was no religion. Consequently the question
is meaninglesas,

(314) This was probebly not 2 question of prineiple. After the
Jecond World War the religious question became intolerable.
There were many interdenomination frictions. Thle question
was difficult to solve, consequently the whole of religion, as
such, was thrown out the window. Otherwise a Communis® is a
uate;ialist, and religion is repugnant to Communist ideocldgy.
But the Hungarian Gonstitution recognizes freedom of religion,
sonsequently they had to be at least indifferent to the various
denominations. ‘

(3le) They wanted only to use religion for thelr own purposes. it
they are able to continue on the same road, after two gener-

ations religion will cease to be a question. There were thoaq)
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particularly from the older generation, who were extremely
vehement regarding religion., There were also those who received
their instructions in a religious school.

(311) This 1s a relative thing., %The leaders have received their
education from mmmm previocus systems. 1t was assumed, that if
they cut off the snake’s head, the reast of the body may vegetate
for awhile but will disappear eventually. 1t will cease existing.
Tvery denominaticn was permitted to operate and function. There
were religious persecutions at times,

(31g) Vaturally.

(31h) once in every leap year. I mean on occasioh. When I did goy,

T went out of aefksrenee to my grandparents. Then I went for

auch occasions as The Resurrection and Chrisimas. T now recall

that before I took my maturity examination, I went into a church
and prayed.

(311) ot more often then I did. My generation behaved in fairly the

same way in this respect.

(31)) A churech must always proclaim and propagate peace. it was
Avsglecch
necegsary to come %o an aﬂsﬁEéZhr(?) ., The church could

not have carried on much longer. They would put everybody into
jail. The blessing of arms cannot be equated $#ith the command
%0 love one's neighbor.
aArRwe
(31k) The Protestants definitely tried to hse® themselves at the fire.
tdatholics and Jews were in an entirely different category.
(311) 1t means muchymuch less. This is so because the sclencea ~Te

progresasing also. The scliences kave more and more populnv

results as time goes on. Everybody begins to look upon -—agwgan=
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energy as the first cause, rather than upon God.

Jews were disliked, because it was sald that they are businessmen.
Tt was sald that Jews are &ll alike. dJews are all the same.

T disagree with that., Jewe are clever and flexible, There were
some Jews, ldiotic Jews, who have joined the Communists. Those
people are not Jews, they are Communiats. Cerd8 did not permit
the Jews to go to Israel, miimem Thersupon a Jewisgh delegation
asked him howlwas it possible that he was opposing the Jews

when he himself was a Jew. He replied that he was not a Jew,
that he was a Communist., Jews have suffered just as much as
everybody else. There was some controversy #m regarding this
statement in Salzburg. But I atill hold to my gtatement,

They didn't like them. There were various categories of Jews.

A1l of them have lost their material well belng. Some felt that,
7 aince they have taken everything away fizsnmem from me, I am golng

4
%o become a Communiet now. I should say that the percentage o

Jews in the Party would equal the percentage of the Catholics in

the Party. The percentage of Jews who were Communists was very
1ow. There are other Jews who became Communists because of
their sufferings in the concentration camps. They have eeen
that the Communists were persecuting the Nazie. Having seen
this, they themselves have entered the Party to be able %o
revenge themselves. There were many like that. Many such
people became members of %the AVH. Some others volunteered %o
become interrogators at the War Crimes Trials. I should say
that the percentage of these was probably low. Goqﬁynlats did
4SS

not trust the Jews. Take for instance the case of sk Zoltan
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he was an excellent economics expert. He has spent 16 years 1in
jail., And they still made him step down. He was & Minister
Withoutmsgdpodanfin Porffolio firet. Then they transferred him
Pelcs - Komlo”

%o another position in the BosiisGmistm{3-) mining district.
But they would not let him stay there, they traneferred him to

/
3talinvargs (Hungarian: Damﬂfﬂﬁe«(e. ). Then they

made him President of the KI3Z8V (Hungarian: K(ScpacoseX Bovel

f
5‘5’?? ‘7/2324,?05 f?éo’eé'd’ege?fe. ). Everyone idolized him

(Hungarian:/%;na/:ﬁ/(’('J;fz,‘e%/fed‘g p%’. ). For a time he
was the president of the OT§ (reference here ig made to the
plannifg board). They did not trust him, because,when he was
once told that so and so has escaped to the West, he replied:

Tt is very good. I would escape myself if T could.” He was a
man who knew that not empty words, but money was necessary.
During the Revolution he was a commigsioner, and he was the
£irst to go to the U.9. Legation to ask for asylum, As he was
returning from there, he was arrested. It was z:;swho advised -
Mindszenty to go to the American Legation.

There is no difference between man and man, Gradually %this

will become & very minor question. About 12,000 Jews have

left Hungary. Jome others are leaving for Terael naw. I should
say those, who want to go, should be permitted %o go.

T am going to start with those whose lot 1is the wors%t, and work
on to those who have it better. Aristocrats, great landholders,
induastrialists, memhm merchants, small landholders, larger peasant
holders or kulaka, intellectuals, peasants, and workers.

fim I am an intellectual,




(33b)
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Exactly where I am now.

It is impossible for me to az::;p this question. I have never
S

given advige like this nor i@es I ever givqﬂ adviee like this

to anyone.
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Not very much, A little bit.

politices interested me cnly in so far as 4% touches upon my life.
T am an outside spestator. |

A very small place indeed.

Wo.

T was somewhere in the middle line. Everyone had to have that
much interest in it. It was part and parcel of our life.

veg. I have gotten further and further away from Communish
{Hungarian: £{ Kamm«-nz.fﬂ"q:téa nodta v .

7 would consider mmm number vi to be the most grave, and numbers
7iil, ix and x the least grave.

T would sdlect number vi, vil, ix and X.

T don't know. I did not have much %o do with them.

Probably the same things that I enumerated in my case, excepting
aumbers iii and x.

The same as I enumerated in my own case.

Because it did not turn out to be the way they expected or
imagined it to be. Because what the fmh theory promised never
did ecome abouf, because they have seen that the theory, at least
in part, can never be geimmeha realized in practiceyand because
they were all so afrald o? one another.

Generally speaking this took up from 45 to 75 percent of one's
1ife. For the rest it was relatively unimportant, because one
wea asleep.

T have discussed these questions with those whom I knew well.

With those whom I could trust. And gometimes perhape even with
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those whom I could not trust.

Yea. They made 3; Revolution., Attempts were made before, on

s smaller ma scale., For ingtence, attempts were made %o alleviate
houging shortages. Housing was constantly being built,

Because of my relative youth at the time of the cessation of the

qecond World War, I did not consider these iasues egcept in the

laat 4 or 5 years. I was also forced to study politics as a

factor in life, for inatance such things as the &8@ 20th Congress.
T have thought much of what would come after 8talinfs death.

T have considered such things as internal and foreign policy
changes, changes in the Cabinet, constantly asking myself the
questionila it going to be better, or is it going to be worse,‘? ’
No. I was much too small for that.

Never.

T would chose points iv, and v. Certain things should be
recognized, acknowledged end accepted, some others wi® not.

T have seen, unfortunately, what has happened to my family,
simply because they did not come from a workers' ancestiry.

T have become less and leas of a eympathizer, after what has
happened to my family.

Yee. The great majority. In every group there were people

who thought this way, end those who thought otherwise.

That simply is not true. It was never faithful %o 1%. It was
divided in exactly the same way on these igsues as 17 ls

divided now. The great majority oppoasing the system and the

amall minority favoring it. There was no change in these

proportions.
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The power was in the hande of the Cabinet, a power that rested
on/

<= Ruassian dsegaeils. Aa,yaﬂeé's .

This is not an opinion, I know it. On the basis of my experiences.
If someone ﬂcﬁis mouth, he vanighed. And during the Revolution,
1t was the Russian, not the Hungarian, bayonet that became inoper-
ative for a little while.

party aw
The mowem wae in the first days @soperative, and later an
advisory organ., This was on papel. In practice every blt of
advice was a commend, As soon as the party took over itsfd new
poaition, the government party split, and Rakosl became the
Party Secretary. The police is an executive body, executing
government orders.
The Cebinet followed the wishes of the Rugsiang. It received
Russian instructions.
The Parliament was a veting machine. They have thrown into
the Parlisment a proposal and the hands raised automatically.
Everybody there was told what %o do. It was a wonderful theatre.
Nil. 9Surface appearances. No one ever checked hos they count
the vote.
Tt all depended on how it functioned. It did not have too great
a function in the eity. Tt was eimply an adminietrative arm,
they received their instructlons from above.
I don’t know. Rakoal was alweys great in Hungary.
Alweys. This is in the Hungarian blood. Gevere penaliles were
provided for violaters. Once T wanted to attend & Liszt concert,
but there were no more tickets avallable. T offered 50 forirt s

for a ticket and I received it immediately. Corruption was great.
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#pom the same group that they alwaye did come oub. From the
alags of the civil servants. These were joined by & great
number of peasants and workers. People in leading positions
were only Tigureheads.

From the peasants and the working clasases, but meinly from the

peagant classes. They had very little education. They had

many advantages, such as a great organization, and clothes. The

Pamilies were akle to rework the uniforms and make dresses and

suits out of them for every member of %hef family. Materially,

too, they were very well off. The lowest ranking officer

received m@pd® 1,200 forints a month plus food and housing and
?are and clothes.

One could not do a thing if he was not & member of it. This
was an absolute prersquisite. There were also gsome advantages
attached to it, one was able to get tickets at reduced prices
for sporis events or cultursel events.

fverybody was a member of it.0therwiee he could not have been

s student. Entrance was entirely automatic. If someone was
thrown out of the DISZ, he had %o leave the school %too.

No pressure of any xind wes necegsary. Everyone knew it wae

s necessary evil., We did not think much of the membership,

we did not think much 6f it. Tt wae not easential, If someone
was an exeeptionally good student the DI9Z would send him for a
vacation.

One could have avoided membership, but the avoidance would not
have made any aense,

1 don'!t think that 1t was & matter of principle. Perhapsw
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Yes.

I became a member in 1950, automatically. I was autcmatically
made a member from the secondary aschool,

I held an office once. I was the leader of a platoon in a camp,:
My duties were similar to those of a camp counselor in the
United States. It was a seasonal Job, which gave me an opportunity
to have a vacation. I have received from 140 to 160 ég';gﬁih
plus food and housing. I also B received some scort of a summer
uniform, 90 I didn't have to wear my own clothes.

It did not have any disadvantages at all.

No time was involved. TEvery so often, perhaps every 3 a year,
there would be a mebting. This would last one hour. A speaker
would say something, no one would utter a word for, or agalnst.
Fvery one laughed at the whole thing.

To be af member of the Party was honor and glory. It meant a
great amount of prestige,

Those who had responsible positions, or, I should rather sayy
that, only those held responsible positions who were in the Party
firet. But one could sometimes avold it. For instance, my
father did. |

Those who wanted to make a career,

A Party member has rights only within the Party. He may vote
and he may b;‘;hosan. Theoretically every member of the Party
may become another Rakoai, He may attend any Party meeting,

he may offer his views there freely. Only a Party meeting ocan

sanction a diasmissal, or disciplinary asction against a member,

He has the right to have his case reviewed, going all the way up
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to the Congress. (sztjl fowae:y

(74) A Party member must abide by the Party bylaws., He must have am
Cor Recl—ottitude, and he must behave as it 13 becoming to a Communist,
he must mm nurture socialistic morality, he must be first in
his job, he must teach and discipline his fellow workers.

(7e) Yes, of course. I don't know when or why they entered the Party.
Obviously for the reasons I have enumerated at some other place.
One cannot generalize here very easlly. There were very few
convinced Communists.

(7¢) Yes., There were all sorte of situations. There were those who
had already been in the Party and were thrown out. This happened
during the revision of party membershlp.

(7g) Noe

(71) No, because I was a member of the DISZ. I had not reached the
required age as yet, and I did not have any apecial reason for

entering, that could have been accepted as an excusable exceptlon.

(7m) Not applicable.
(7n) . Thereg were two types of Communists. A small minority of the Party
Cowuses feaf Q)E

guﬁyﬁonvinced] Communists, others were opportunists, who have

wanted to make a career ouft of 1it,

(70) There were people who have changed a great deal. These were
mostly peoole who were easily led; Who could easily be influenced.
Once in the Party they wanted to show off,

(7p) The direeting force behind all this was the Soviet Bolshevik

Party of Rusala. Local Parties were directed by local Party

organizations.
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I don't know, Party and Cabinet are synonymous.

Party and police are synonymous terms,

The aamé as above.

The same asg above.

Nominally the same.

No.

This was only true on paper.

I have heard of spies.

Members of the AVH were made up of the following groups: ldlots,
imbeciles, deranged individuals, and &e‘who were inducted into
the armed forces. Some of thesgggggta%%gmtlcally taken over
by the AVH,

Jome of them were taken over from the ranks of the army, others
have geen a great opportunity there and have Jjoined,

# Usually they are either of worker or peasant origin., However,
there are intellectuals also. These are the technlcal experts.
Their age groups vary from 20 upwards to death, and I don't
mean natural death either. Their previous politlical alleglance
varied very widely. There were former Nazis, landholders,

day laboreres and Communisgts.

Definitely. The AVH wasa afraid of it own gelf. There were
aples in its own ranks. I% was sald that Rékosi?g wife, a
Russian lady, was such a spy.

Thoae who had a military rank ﬁﬁt&u&liy correct mm people.

The sples are in an entirely different category. Assuming

e have a bad man, a dictator, we are not angry at his
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hand but we are cursing his head. The intellectual part is
responaible, not the part that makes the execution.
(11) T never came in contect with the police, some of my relatlves,
however, were arrested.
(11a) T could not spesify the exact time, but they occurred about
gix years ago., One of my uncles was accuged of having tried to
escape the country. He was tried, and was sentenced %o 4% years
in prison., Another of my uncles was arrested three times in
the course of time, and was accused of having participated in
various kulak activities. He was never brought to a court.
(tape broke at this place...apparently not much lost, but continued on
next page)
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(tane broke near this point) One of my first cousins ?'rfa..«éf"
h

arrested, He was accused o cjming andYhaving hamb betrayed

.scwte«ce

his country., He raa)frive years in prison. On another
occasion my father barely escaped arrest, If he had been
tried the charged against him would have been entirely baseless,
We all assumed at the time that he must be in scme one's way,
Somebody probably wanted to take hls job, and wanted to get
promoted in this way. It happened in a plant. A new
machine, that my father had designed, was to be tried out,
My father was at the machine only when they started 1it.
Someone had thrown iron duatyg/(‘Hungarian phrase: I@Kfoﬁj" €s)
on the machlne., He was accused of having been responsible for
the incident. Those investigating the case told him that he
gshould have anticipated some such accident, In other words
he was accused of negligence,

If one is arrested,he 1s beaten more often than not by
the police, during the preliminary investigation. This
preliminary investigation may take as much as five or six
monghs or more, during which time the accused sits 1n the
Jail, Time served during a prelimlnary egamination is
counted when computing a prison term. The preliminary in-

vestigation 1e conducted by the state attorney's office.




(11) contd.
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Once the prosecutor's office completed the investigatlon of an
accused person, his case was referred to a People’s Democraey ‘s
Court, There were district and county courts, as well as
courts in the city of Budapest, One did have legal right to
appeal to a higher court, He was legally entitled %o bring his
appeal case all the way up to the Curla oK uria ), the highest
court of appeals in Hungary. After that he was even entitled %o,
appeal to the Parliament, This was the legal slde of the matter,
But no one took advantage of the appeal posiibilities, it being
of generaldﬁaggafdge that,cif %EF appealed,he r?ceived a stiffer
punishment. Y The courtywas eople®s Democracy *Court (Hungarian:
/l/e}z.éc:e a’:a% . Yi tscourt consisted of mim five
members,.ziere was the presiding judge, two Judges, and two lay
members (Hungarian:o?é;@f gl7n0K ), The latter two were
elected for a period of six months., The other three, the Judges,
were elected to a term of three years. Members of the highest
court ,~this court consisted of only one member, and those of the
Judge Counecil (Hungarian:bt:?at' 'fQ'ﬂa,’c.s_ ), were elected by
the Parliament., Every judge was subject to reeall,
While a judgeship was an elective office, applicants had to
meet certain requirements., They had to be holders of a doctorate
of law, they were required to be speclalists in criminal law,
and/or gradtates of schools for judges. Lay members did not have
to meet any of these requirements, Whlle the court is 1in sesslon,
members of the Court do not vote publicly, but in their private
chamberg., Once the Court reaches its decision, the Court members

return to their places and the preslding judge proclaims the
verdiot.
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The prosecutor presents the case of the state, hears the
witnesses, and then hands them over to the defense lawyer. The
lawyer does the cross examination as he sees fit. Then the
lawyer calls the defense withesses, interrogates them and hands
them over to the public prosecutor for cross examination. In a
normal case both the prosecutor and the defendant's attorney
goes through these motione twice, The defense always has the
right of the last word, before the verdict 1s announced,

A defendant must have a lawyer. If he cannot afford one,
the Court will appolnt an attorney for him, In no case in is he
allowed to defend himself.

The case of my cousin, who wae accused of having betrayed hle
country, and of having spled, has made the greatest impression
on me, He was pilcked up one day on the streetg aes he walked,
and for over a year, actually a year and a half, no one knew
anything about him.

One of my relatives was sentenced to four, the other to five
years of imprisonment, Upon thelr return to freedom, they did
mention casually that they were beaten during the preliminary
seandnabdom inveatigation., But they refused to go 1lnto detalls
in this reapect,'zhey mald that one ought never to talk about
these matters.

No categorization or generalization is possible here. Those
were arrested whom the government wanted to find guilty. As

far as gullt or innopence of my relatives is concerned, I ghould
gay that from an absolute point of view they were lnnocent, But
I also must state that, from the relative point of view of the
Hungarian state, they were guilty, In other words, they did not
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commit anything that would be consldered gullt from the

point of view of mmss-human rights., But in either case, they
did do something that was definitely and specifically forbidden
by the legal code of the present Hungarian regime,

(11g) There wae a time when a great wave of evacuation took place in

the city of Budapest, There was s great housing shortage 1in the
01ty. In order to alleviate the shortage, many a person, who
was considered to be a rudiment of the old regime, was forclbly
taken out of his home and evacuated to the surrounding =g areas,
These people were forbidden to come back to the city. They were
simply ostracized. This hgppened about four years ago. They
were permltted to take with them no more than 20 killograms of
goods, The rest of their belonglngs they were obliged to leave
behind, There were oxceptions where someone was permitted €o
take whatever he had, Some of these people were placed in semi-
concentration camps,

(12) My advice would be, don’t go back to Hungary, One can't give
advice in this respect,

(12a) Such people as Stallin prize winners, Nobel Prize winners, people
who have acquired international reputations are relatively secure
in their persons,

(12b) Definitely,

(12¢) Corruption and the system of establishing widespread connections
is in generzl use, Connections are always good, no matter what
gort of connections they are, It may be an office cleaner, or
1t may be a general director. The more connections one has, the
better., Ladies, in thils respect, are extremely cooperative,

Even married women are prepared to give everything they have
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in order to avert trouble. Many people cultivate rriendship'
with Party members for precisely this reason. But all of this

is of no avall, once you are in actual conflict with the govern-
ment. These things are good only if you are 1n need, and cannot
pembhd get things otherwise, When you are in real trouble,no
friend, no matter how powverful, is prepared to expose himself

in order to save Yyou.

One was able to brag about his simple anceatry.- It ig truse, that
while simple origin was of some advantage, it did not necessarily
constitute a license, But 1f it did not have positive advantages
all the time, 1t definitely was not negative, One could not
very well keep hls origins a mam secret. At least not safely,

I have known quite g few students at the university, who have
remained silent about their "kulek" origins, When this fact

was subsequently discovered, they were thrown out,

Money always helped. (Interviewer's note: Respondent was using
a popular Hungarian proverb Pefrzz be:ze(, A «Z}m MM a
literal translation, Money talks and the dog bells.)

Not m@h always. He can only minimize, not avert, the possibility
of danger. He minimizes it, insofar as he does not provoke it,
It is a necessary prerequisite, but it ies not a sufficlent means
of averting trouble.

I don't think so,

I am not able to make comparigons,

In neither case doee one receive Justice,

These two branches had different spheres of activity. While the
regular police force was afrald of the AVH, the AVH was afraid
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of its own relf, _ '
(130) Yes, everycne had his own little troubles, This was not necessarily
2 political difficulty, I have known of one such AVH member,
He was forced to choose between the alternative of going to school,
1f he wsnted to retain his rank of lieutenant, or give up his
vank, The man had completed only his first two years of elementary
gchool,
(14) Yes, definitely, The methods depended on, and varied with, the
quantitative political changes.
(142" Thease changes were dependent upon previous political changes
a8 I have &xplained before. Every greater political change
brought about ,of necessity,changes within the AVH,
(14b) I don't know, If you are referring here to the first regime
of Imre Nagy, there wasn't much of a change, But when he vanlshed

there was a great change for the worse,

(15) The Soviet Union has an absolute directive role in Hungarian
arf&lrao
(15a) Moscow decides everything,and Hungary only nods. Let's put it

€this way, Moscow decides on what is going to be the Hungarian
export, and Hungary decides on who 1s going to sweep the streets,

(15b) Every Ministry, and every greater factory had hie or its Russian
advisors,
(150) The Soviet pressure was indirect, 1t was brought about through

the activities of the Hungarian government. The Russians never
gave direct orders to the Hungarian population,

(154) No,

(15e) The greatest Russian influence was felt in the economic and
political spheres. I just couldn'’t tell you where it was the
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weakest.

Every Hungarian Minigtry, andg every greater Hungarian firm

had 1ts Rugsian advisors.

Only on very,very rare occasions, If one tmsa Communigt, he
behaved as if were a greater Communist, If one_m not a
Communist, he behaved as if he were a Communist,

Generally speaking, yes, They are afraid of one another, If
people were to express their real feelings, then you would have
only about 5% of Communlsts,

Everyone wears a mask, and is known by this mask to everyone
else except his closest friends,

One was wﬂd choosing. Social origin did not play any
role here, One was talking to the man, and on the basis of %that
man's speech decided who he was, Everyone had hisg own method
in this respect, based on his own experiences. One thing is
certain: one could never base his opinions of others on the

way they told varlous Jokes, The fact that one may have cursed
the government,did not constitute a valid truth either, I was
once traveling in a trolley car. Some one told a Joke involving
indirectly some government operation, Some three peopde laughed.
At the following station they were sll picked up.

One could never feel secure about the manifestations and activities
of the AVH,

No,

No, Legal codes and regulstions were very well worded and
formulated. One was never able to defend himself with some
varagraph of the law. One could not get behind the law and
cover himself up with it,



(17v)
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Kosckrbe
Not even a city ordinance that desed@idesd, or rather prohibited,

Jumping up or down from a moving trolley car., If you were

caught, you Just had to pay a/éoforint fine,

If my act did not contravene some law or regulation, then yes,

In small, unimportant things. If I was evicted from an apartment
for instance, in things pertaining to the civil law (in Hungarian:

fw(?myo?f «7 /6e41./ )e

(17¢)
(174)

(17e)

(17¢)

(18)

(19)

No., Definitely no%.

Definitely not. This varies with individual cases. It probably
depends on how many connections the person has, 4s well as

the quality of his connections,

If the factory to which the worker desires to go asks for him,
and 1f the factory in whlch he 1s presently employed is mm pre-
pared to let hig go, then it is all right., ButAf either of
these prere uisit dp {;cc‘a %g.ng, then you have a problem, It is
not alwaysyto mova, o change Jobs, Qne can't generalize here,
He has to qum? He has to ring doorbells, If he did not
comnit a crime, or 1f he did not do anything against any law,
then it may go. For instance, if, at the time of the reglstra-
tion, I admitfed in my appllication that I was a "kulak" ang
the university accepted ms anyway, but later throws me out,
then, I might have a chance of being reinstated, But in no
severer case than this,

Those who are able to wear masks day and night, and those who
have powerfulmik elbows,

There were very many people in a variety of positions and

situations who did not sympathlize with the regime, even though
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orfioial;glz?e were Party members, These people would simply
cut off theyédges from the various regulations. They would do
everything in their power, that they safely could do, %o mini-
mize the effect of the various regulations, to hold up things,

to water things down, and fm employed innumerable other waye
and means, that are very effective in the long run, and yet
are not detectable,

(19a) The resistance was for the most part veiled, not open,

(191p) Those who had greater advantages in the previous regime, those
who became disillusioned in th&s regime, disappointed people,
and those who could never forget thelr first impressions they
got of Russians,

(19¢) I don't know,

(194) One cannot say for sure, There were sections and segments where

it inor$ased, and others where 1t decreased,

(19e) I don’t know, In all probability you hed both varieties,.

(191) Yes, in all these organizations there was some opposition,

(19g) The resistance everywhere was veiled, as I was trylng to describe
it above,

(19n) Political Jokes were innumerable. These persisted for a long
time. The government even had an official jokes publicatlon,

(193) Yes, I could not name names, _

(19k) Not very well, It was very fangerous. But then again nothing

is impossible,

(191) The MEFESZ was just a cover name, it symbolized the atndentbﬁ
solidarity. The Pet8fi Club was only a platform, one could say
pulpit, but not an organized resistance,




(1)

(1a)
(1b)
(2)

(2a)

112 “AM PRETZST JECTION ¢ L¥ o

I was listening to the radlc. SJometimes I read Hungarian nevwée
papers, At times I was able %o read forelgn newspapers. I also
marnaged to get hold of foreign technical jourmals, Journals
published in England, in the United States, or in Germany.
Foreign technical journals and periodiscals.

My radio recelver.

Naturally I read them. I read both newspapere and periodicals,
The frequency with which I read these media was qulte irregular.
It depended on such factors as politiocal asituation. the availability
of time and my own disposition to devote time to such zatters,
Wwith regard to dalily newspapers my favorite was one called Magyar

Aungarian
Rage (?)A@ﬁ?;gf T aleo read a/technical periocdical called

-— ——
/@ﬁm&befes /C’Cé ” (;%(the 1iteral trandhtion being "Natursel Tebhnic").

(2b)

(2c)

T zlso mm read or consulted the following forelgn perlcdicals:
"Life", a U.9. publication; Interabla,; a dwige-American publication;
"American Machinist,® a U.3. publlication; and a journal entitled
"Mzchinery, " which was an English pu?%}eation,

T 8id not read any of these lattegzegularlya As regards Hungarian
daily newspapers, I read them only if they hed acmething important
to say. As regards foreign perilodicals, I read them whenever I
could get hold of them. I was not & subsoriber to them myself,

I received them in a roundabout fashion from institutions, in-
dustrial plante and other places that recelved them officially

and regularly.

As regards foreign periodicals, I was simply interested in knowing

whet went on in the Western part of the globe.
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As regards Hungerian publicetions, I was interested irn new laws
published, new government rogulations, government political or
economic programs, and various official state declsions.

It all depended on what the editorials were about, If these
contained commentaries or analyses of problems of interest to

me personnal}y, as I enumerated them 2bove, Iwuld read them. It
they had to do with recitations, official dogma, or achievements
of some obscure peasant boy or farmer for propagands, ihen I would
not read them.

My idea of a newepaper or periodical is presentation of the news,
or eventes as they actually happened, without any commentaries on
them., I hated commentaries fhmbemsd intensely. Unfortunately
commentaries were @ in practically every newspaper,

There wasn't much interesting 1n them, later, especially in the
time of the 20th Congress, there were oritical commentarlies in
practically every newspaper. Theae, at times, were extremely
intereating.

Wall newspapers or placarde were found every where. They were

of very little value because they reported past eventsa. Placards
would be ordered for May the 1st, for instance, actually they
were never ready in time. By the time they actually appeared on
the walls, the event itself was practically forgotten. No one
ever read thege. In the secondary echools we used Gthis news
medium to inform our fellow students of local events, events
heving to do with our school.

The value of the wall newspapers amounted to imf nil, They cone

teined propaganda. Dally newspapers, on the other hand, were
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regﬁlar publications.

wWall newspapers were usually concerned with local events. A%
times they reproduced material that apoeared in local newspapers.
We had an interesting wall newspaper at the university. One of
the atudents published a geries based on his experiences in the
armed Pforces. The series was extremely interesting, 1t contained
information that we were all interested in, it contained names
of astudents whom we knew intimately, and 1t wae written in a very
vigorous, interesting style. We eagerly awaited every new in-
stalment, every continuation of 1%,

Neturally. Communist dailies from the West appeared regularly.

T have seen the @m Dally Worker, an English Communist newspaper,
newspapers from Eagt Cermany, end from other places. I would
also read a Swiss newspaper published in Ceneva, that was not
Communistically oriented. One sould get a2ll sorts of newspapers
in the archives of national libraries.

One could see some of these newapapers on the newsstand and on
thef street, others could be obtained at libraries, some others
were reastricted for official use only. One could ge% hold of
thias lest kind only in a roundabout way.

My opinion as to the value of these various publications varied
of course. I liked especially foreign technical publications,
because they have cpened an entirely new world for me. In the
schoole both secondary and the univeraity one could get hold

of Rugslan newspapers also. Ve used these newspapers in the

atudy of the Russian 1ané§§ageo We would usually have older
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numbers at our disposal. _

T did not go regularly to the movies. There were times when I
would not see a presentation for three or four montha. In the
summer I would very often go to the movies bp twice a day.

Movies are much cheeper in Hungary than they are in the United
9tatea. A movie presentation consisted of one foatureg'play,

one short film and the movie news report. The news report dealt
with both local Hungarian aes well as world events. The entire
presentation took sbout two and one half hour;ij K ’t'

I usually went to the Belvsfres‘ﬂ) or to the K‘:h‘sf?) or
in that vieinity.

T 1like gerious foreign filme beat. I liked best for instance
Mark Twain's "One Million Pounds of Bank Notes." I liked Italian
and French movies, Cerman movies did not appeal %o me too much.
There were a great many foreign films available. One could choose
those he liked beat., 9Sometimes I was able %o see excellent
Ruseian movies also., I liked to see movies treating of a serious
social problem, or comedies. I liked serious gocial films be-
cause they treated of a problem that had 1ts roots in reality.
They did not pregent an entirely meke-believe @@ world, For
inatance, I have seen an Ifalian movie presenting the short-
comings of education. The story presented here had a universal
application and it was universally true,

One couldn't generalize in this respect. I llked those fllms
best that presented & problem, possibly giving big outlines of

a solution, but not the solution itself. This by the way is
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my definition of oritical reallsm. There were many Hungarian
filme, and many foreign filma, that were loaded with politics
and propaganda, There were others, both domestic and foreign,
that were not saturated with politics. All foreign films were
sound-gynchronkzed, so that the pregentation was entirely in
Hungarian. A section of the Hungarilan £ilm industry did all
the synchronizing of the f oreign films (in Hungarian: /‘74'77@“?
S'_ziﬂé’ﬁa%!ba%/ J;/W Vatla la? .

(34) 1% all depended on how mueh time I had at my disposal.

(3e) Yea, I have seen meny foreign filme. These came mostly from
Turopean countries, but we have seen also gome Chinege, Japaneag,
African, Egyptian, and South American filme. The South Amer.toan
productions, particularly Argentinian ones, were extremely weak.

(32) Foreign films were imported in great quantitiles between 1945 and
1950, Between 1950 and 1954 only a few forelgn films were
available. After 1054 they were again avallable in great numbers.
Let me see if I could recall some of the names of the films. I
have seen an admirable English film titled: (Hongarian) Mark
Twain’s"One Million Pourfd’fm;' the Italian movie entitled (Hun-
garian:#ﬂ/'ny W A/eff”) "Pomorrow is Too Late® , I have seen
a number of the French Fernandel films, one waes entitled: (Hun=-

gariann‘/‘fot? f}éﬁ?f/@tq./*}?orbidden Love," (Hungarian 4 f} Ced”
: Else' amret
174 / L ) "My Son Became a Father," (Hungarian kﬁgéﬂewfe% )

y ﬁ:'zlzublic Enemy No. 1%; the Swedish £41m entitled (Hungarian 4%7
a
,0“ ) *We Danced the Whole Summer Through;" a French
t& f,oca(tfaml( : p,
2ilm titled (Bungarian AulZen < ss2 a—n/a/( . ) *Unfaithful

Women"; the Italian film entitled (Hungarian ﬂ 6(74({ 2Z¢esc
/
Vasar 'M/é/’ '
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"August Sunday."

Neturally, I visited theatres more often than movies.

Tt all depended on how much pocket money and time I had, and

on the availability of tickets. Sometimes one had to walt four
weeks to get a ticket for a good show.

The nature of the theatre changed a great deal. After 1954
purely Communist presentations were dying out. There was a
tendency to distinguish between political and non-political
preasentations. A great number of new theatres were bullt and
meny of the presentations were first &m class in quality. Theatres
have chosen their material primarily from the Hungarlan scene, but
T have also seen dramatizations based on works of Turgenev, Dos-
foyeveky and others. The whole theatre life shows a tendency
toward normalizatlon.

Yes, naturally.

T muaet divide the year into two periocds. From 9eptember to

June I read altogether some five books. During the summer I

read as many as I physically could.

I have zzzd all the Hungarlan classics. I have read the works of

My Ks2d1tb ¢ " / ; / gcff’ﬂ(’?
Hungariaw, Moritz, E’oﬂo"swan%}gmaﬁ&& Yandor, ﬁﬁmmmm Ferenc,

proper
names

(44)

. Jeno
He/ez‘a,g, dewae, and many others. My favorites are novels and

blographies. I have also read the works of Jelma lager, Eric
Knight and Hemingway.

i1 have read these because they represenied a gerious literary
effort. They were not called literary jewels in vain., All these

Vas2ar
novele had a basis in reality. I didn't like the works of Vesedrd
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for instance while I was in Hungary. I liked to read the work of
iﬁ:iﬁ3§$5 , Jules Verne, various descriptions of the Wild West,
and the works of H.G. Wellsa.

T usually went according to the title. Very often my mother

would recommend books to me. We had a large hdbm library at

home, ao I could pick and choose whatever I wanted.

Yes. If T had to borrow & book from the library, I very often

had to wait a few months for it.

Yes. ;:sz.' e K e
Wwe had two receivers in our house. We had a molopgi;ken—medlum

guper, this receiver was used mostly by my parents. I also had

an amateur short wave set, capable of receiving the whole world,

which I buil€ myaelf,

T liatened to such programs as I could get, provided 1t corre-

sponded to my momm momentary mood. If I wanted to listen to thé

concert I would tune hmh in to the stationes Budapest, Vienna,

or Salzburg. If I wanted dance music, I selected Lelpzig, Berlin,
Livbljama ,Maribor

Nowisad, , Mapiebumg or Belgrade. My requiremenis in

jazz were provided by the Air Force Radio Broadcasting Network

broadeasting from Frankfuri-am-Main.

I usually listened to clascical § music, and dance music. There

were also a great number of excellent @& programs on the

Budapest radio.

Time devoted to my radio listening varied a great deal. Often,

1f T had to study a subject I dld not hdmiap like, I would tune

in the radio at the eame time. This was particularly true of
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studying Marxiem. I had no delineated time schedule for radio
listening. I used the radio whenever I felt like 1t.

T listened to the radio both at home and at other places. FEvery
night, I would jnvariably tune in to the frequencies 29,3141,
where the program, entitled "Music of the U.9.A.", was one of

my favorites.

My favorite programs were dance music, varieties, and a musical
program of the Budapest Radlo entitled EnbmaAmS&R Esztrad. This
waes a balanced musical program consisting of classical, light and
ballet music.

Yes.

I have already enumerated a number of foreign radio atatlons,
Beglides those enumerated, I should like to mention the B.B.C.,
the French Radio, various Weet German radlo atations and A
Radio Moscow.

I enjoyed listening to these because their programg were
different. Foreign radio programs presented a greeter variety
than the domestic ones. The Hungarien radlo broadcasats only
occasionally good Western dance music.

Tt varied a great deal. W¥hen I had tlme, and when I was disposed
to do so.

dome were good, some were bad, some were mediocre. It all
depends on the point of view and what one is looking for. I sat
down turning my tuner until I found aomething that was to my
1liking.

There were some, whose reportlng was relatively trustworthy.

Thet was the case with Radioc London, Radlo Paris, and West German
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stations that were broadcasting to thelr own people. Radio

Free Rurope would not fall into this category.

One was obliged to attend tThese.

I attended meetings of the DISZ, meetings 1n connection with
various holidays, or celebrations. I also attended the opening
and closing festivities during the gchool year.

T was obliged to attend these mectings. But there were occaslons
when T went voluntarily. I would attend voluntarily the festivi-
ties on March 15th, or October S5th. As far as the others are
concerned, there was an obligation to attend.

Ae Par as we could, we were trying to delay the DISZ meetings.

We usually had two such mectings during a year. The other
Pestivities were circumstantial, they did not occur regularly.

It all depended on the type of the meeting. A DISZ meeting would
begin with the report of the gecretary. After the secretary had
read his report, other people would take the mmém rostrum and
meke some comments on the report., If the meeling was called for
a special occaslon, in commemoratlion offzgugzgggr a personality,
then the meeting would consist of the reading of reports and
speeches commemorating and praising the event or the personality.
The DISZ meetings were organized at the school by the university.
dome meetings lasted only two minutes, some others two days.
During most of the meetings the participants bored themselves to
death. There were other meetings, that were important elther 1n

their nature, or in their scope or both. Meetings, mem where

universal problems were digcugsed M uGs aa&/}/ 1

WOt é(/&f a'u/ Ha 447/.6(9 seSeels .
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Yea. But if there were too many commentaries at a given meeting,
the attending public exerted all sorts of indirect pressures on
these commentators, with a view to keeping the number of commen=-
tators down. Generally speaking, meetings that were called to
discuss local issues, problems of the university for instance,
were very intereating and had a very good effect. Otherd meetings,
the scope of which were either national or international, were
watered down propaganda demonsirations. A DISZ meeting was cap-
able of exerting considerable influence on the achoola?gn

the dAirector of the university.

Some one would usually take the rostrum and suggest a temporary
iﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁi”’mhig was folldwed by the report of the secretary.
Thia was follored by the various elections. It all dependend on
the type of the meeting, on the type of the question or questions
on hand. Sometimes committees would be formed and these committees
would make their reports,

Of course.

A1l sorts of information was printed there.

Everybody was a news carrier,

Thies is & difficult queastion. I can’t think of any concrete
example at this moment.

It is impoesible to give a categorical answer to this quegtion,
It all depended on who said what,

Their nature varied. 3Iome reports were reliable, some others

were not. One knew whom to believe and whom not to believe.

I heard a great quantity of all sorts of rumors.
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Where ever rumors were told, in the school, at home, during gocial
getherings, on the elevators, ete.

They met on the sireets or on the elevators.

Of course. But these people/gi§?§35 aay much about what they
kneyw, or it was better not to listen to what they had %o say.

At home and at the place of employment.

No.

No.

T 4aidn't turn to anyone %o get this sori of information. But

one knew who had very good information in thisg direction. I have
practically never indulged in convercations with these pmope
people. I was simply not ‘nterested in them. A physician was
living above us in the same apartment house, He was working

in the Party's gentral Headquarters. He never sald a word about
what he knew, but during the Revolution he would tell a great
pufla number of stories to whomever would come there %o listen

%0 him. He probably did that fm for self protection.

T ggsturned to my radio, and would listen to foreign radlo
wroadcaste that were designed for home gonsumption.

The Budapest radioc was abgolutely reliable in this regpect., 1t
wae also very complete. One could pick up also such newspapers
sa the ﬁ!h“ﬂéb gport®, "SPort", and others. dfpnntdm Sport
became a great cult in Hungary.

T don't really Xnow,

7t all depended on what sort of gubject was reported on. The
reliability accordingly would be somewhere between 20, 50 and 100%.
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One did not know, one only supposed or surmised what ls true
and what is false.

It became somewhat more reliable. Critical viewpoints could be
heard more often.

Radios, in genseral, were the most reliable.

Information reashing us by word-of-mouth was the most unreliable.
Foreign radio stations, French, German, English and olthers were
mere reliable than the native Hungarian.

No. Very seldom. Not regularly.

I was not a regular reader.

Some people yes, but not the majority.

Those people who were curious by nature. Those who had plenty
of time for this sort of thing.

Those who worked hard and came home tired. The majority of the
population. There was & very interesting program on the Budapest
radio entitled,%aturday Afternoon: This program was ctarted
about three months before the Revolution. It consisted of a
conversation between an engineer, a porter, a former merchant
and his girl friend. I don't know whether it was a live presen-
tetion or a recording. A% any rsate it was excellent, These
people talked to one another about every conceivable subject,
mhfh criticising every one and every thing very severely. The
program had a tremendous success. It was termlnated shortly
before the Revolution, it was commented that even a good
program, if it kept on very long, would become boring.

From the radio.




(12¢)
(13)
{(13a)

{13b)

(13a)
{134)

{(13e2)

112 M PRETEST SECTION C LP  p. 93

Thie was the most comforiable way. Cne did not even have %o
read to get the information. And one did not have to pay for it.
That wae a very difficult tesk, Mostly from the radio, partially
from the newspapera, at times.

Only in 2 confused, cloudy way.

I have heard of them.

Everybody spoke about them. I only knew that they were supposed
tc have been exigting., I don’t know if they really exlsted.

T don't have the alightest idea. Korea touched me only lnsofar
23 I had to pay esome 15 %o 20 forinte for the assiastance of
refugees. I have seen Korean young people, of about my age,
whoge hair turned grey and white. I could simply not understand,
not believe, the gtory whilch was told ue.

I don't know.

T don®t know, All I know is that he was rehabilitated. There
vere a great number of guch rehabilitations at the time, Some
comic newspapers suggested at the time that allegedly gullty
people should not be exesufied, they should rather be placed in

e deep freeze compartment, This way they could easily be pro-
fizmduced again, without much %rouble, 1f they should be re-
habilitated at a later data.

Nothing et all. I don’t know anything about it. There obviously
48 a CGerman rearmament. Anericang would be stupid indeed 1f
they did not rearm the Germansg, By the same token, %he Russlans
would be very astunid, if they surrendered East Germany. It all
devends on the viewpoint. If z;g%'ia capable to look at things
from either end of the controversy, one is able 4tc understand

both sides.
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(137) I don't know much about it. (Interviewers note: Respondent
suddenly appeared to have remembered some thing, then continued.)
I faintly remember that there waﬂkomething, but I don't precisely
know what,

(13g) I know something about it, on the basis of worl-of-mouth informat ion.

I knew that there were groups abroad who were bent on restoration.
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A coalition government under the aegis and supervision of the
Unlted Nations, would have to take over the direction of events
for the time being. This government would have to rule until
such times when a permanent government 1s installed. It would
have to be a coalition government, so as to nzevent any pos-
8ibility of going to extremes. It would have to be under the

um aegis and U,V. supervision in order to nrevent the possibility
of one group or another taking over the reigns.

I would retain whatever was good from the oresent regime.

There was much good in the educational system of the regime,

and the system of scholarships. The principle of equality was
also very good. There should be no titles, no exalted positions,.
I am very much in favor of a citizen democracy. One would have
to retain also, provided the state finances would be ableto
carry them, all the scclal institutlons ovrovided by this regime,
such as the system of inexpensive vacations, of health insurance,
of old age penslon, of state support for cultural developments,
the many social benefits, and an all=out support of sports and
physical education. All these things should be retained

because they were good, because they have proved to be
beneficlal to mmy many people.

This simply cannot be done in Hungary. Every one must have the
right to exoress his desire to form a politieal narty, and then
the parliament should decide whether or not such political party
ghould be formed or not. If the formation of a party 1s
permitted, such permission should be on a provisional basis,

the Party being required to exist on a provisionary basis,

Only after the probationary vnerlod has passed should the

Parliament be (continued on next page)
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empowered to grant such ®arty a continued absolute exlgtence.
This peebatiemapy precautionary measurﬁezggld be absolutely
nemegsary because Hungarians are very extremists Take for
instance the United 3tates; here you have freedom of sppech,
and yet the existence of some party is simply not necessary.
T consider such solution as I have just outlined an ideal one,
and a necssary one. suxe After all,anyone and everyone may
have some vVery e ‘Lgaeas. He 'should be given a platform
to propose to the general public.
T ghould say that the formation of all political varties should
be asubject to a pabliament permlsfion, or to the permigeion of
aome other controlling body. Permisslon and initial control
during the probagionary period 1s absolutely necegsary.
Generally speaking, yes, Here agaln I muat say, there is no
need to have Ixtremﬁlsts. Not everyone is able to meke
distinotions or to form his omm opinions. A capable speaker
Limi¥t the
may sway the masses as he pleases, T T adsid—iiae freedeom of
expression of some people, or 1if T take this right away altogether,
only a few people suffer at the mas t. However, 1f I grant an
absolute freedom of expression, there is a danger of thousands,
perhaps millions suffering., as a result. TIf the government 1is
a good government, a government that represents all the people,
and has at its heart the problems of all thepeople, --something
that probably never will be--such government déhould definitely

have the right to set such 1limit%s of expresslons.
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Yes, very definitely. The ruling clags always reigns over
the oppressed c¢lass or classes, and the government alwggs

is a representative of the ruling classes. Now, 1f the
government is an ideal one, then hothing detrimentel to

such government should be premitted. The reason ig very
obvious; if the government is an ideal one, only 1dlots and
perverse people would want %o oppose it.

Yes, 1{(the people, the populationg, is able tocontrol itself,
to-ﬁiga'iﬁtself under a striet inner discipline,

Ifghey rightfully attack the government, then yes. If the
attack is not Justifiable, the government will repressg the
attack anyway. I am only speaking of an ideal government,

a government as I have defined it.

If the people should rightfully attack their gévernment, then
that government is no longer an ideal government. The masses
then are entitled to ral@e their fighting volces.

Freedom of aassembly represents the power of the people as
sgainst their government, As such it is very lmportant.

If the motivation, aims and the methods, of a government are
good, then such government should be premitted to continue 1ts
operation. 1If, however, any of these 1s objectionable, Then the
government should be overturned,

If the government uses its capacity, its power=--things that come
to it from the neople-rthza uses it against the people, then I
would consideryﬂ;jugtiriable circumstance, If the government
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misuses the confidence placed in it by the people, then the

people have the right to take back the oconfidence placed 1n

the government.

Yes.

For a government to develop and orosper, it must have within

1te hands, not conditionally, but unconditiocnally, the directlon

of the indfatry.

These are two dlstinet ideas, representing two dlstinct things.

It i3 impossible to give an answer to this question.

I am definitely in favor of a state direction,and a state

eontrol, but I do not favor nationalization of small buslinesses.

Under the term small business I understand a firm employing no

more than two hundgred people, a small factory or some other

amall enterprice. For instance, in C:e/zed , the / ORMER
ont

}//e/'gg._ Mau/,qed complex should be definitely not)/imder gtate

control and direction gfew, but it should be owned outright by
the state.

profits
No, T am not againat private mmmmmrkx. A capagble and efficient
man has a right to those profits, under certain conditions and
within certain limitations. This 1s the actual ecase in England
and in Sweden and these countries are fairly well off.
The government must have undef its absolute powere a certain
portion of everything. It 1s this absolute power of the government
that givea it its strength. If we have an agrarian economy
then the government must gontrol a substantial portion of the
land, if we habe an economy like in Cuba, a sugar economy, then

tle government must control a substantial proportion of the

sugar pflantation§and of the sugar indfistry, and so forth.
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It must be so, because the government obtains its power, its

.5nﬁ?e44?6¢9
7from these thincs. The government, 1s not a profit-

€ € tav
maRing organization, it does not \(hpeculation. The

government in this way dass ma% ia capable of bringing about
uniform conditions, of equalizing things. Under these conditions
private citizens do not have state-destroying rights. Private
citizens are not able to threaten the life of a government.

3tate direction must be carried out under a system of centrallization,
Contrary to what the question assumes tobe my answer, I am
definltely in favor of very wide ranging state controls, not

only in regard to light industry, but controls in every respect.
Naturally. 9tate monopolies are absolutely important.

This is one of the most important state incomes. Monopolies

must bé restricted, however, to certain items ohly.

Offfhamd, I can only think of tobaoco,cékagys , and matches.
Certain import monopolies are out of order, Regarding items

that the state does not import itself, and that the stage 1s

not manufacturing itself, that 1s to efaykif'the duty would not
conatitute a protective tariff, then the state should not have
monopoly on those items., Otherwlse, protective duties should

be as high as the government feels is necessary and right.

Planned economy has certaln definite advantages. I am spei&king

here of a.éﬂﬂ&e., elastic sort of planned economy. This is

ne*cessary go that phanges in the plan can be made at any time.
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For instance, if the plan should be based on certain raw materials
that must be imported, the plan should be flexible enough so that
the economy could continue operating even 1f those imports did not
materialize.

Planned economy 1s necessary because everything operates on the
basis of a plan. Without a plan we can do nothing at all.

If the plan is & very precise one, very rigid with no flexibility,
with no possibility of adjustments, then 1t has more disadvantages
to 1t than 1t is possible to see in theory. No matter how sc-
curate and precise a plan may be, it can only reach a certaln pré-
cision in its execution. In 2 word, the plan should be based on
actual situations, taking into consideration the human £x material
and other factors avalilable, and not the other way around. |
The experiences were valuable. There was good and there was bad
in them.

There 1is the danger of over-exactness, over precision, over
organization, over rigidity. One has to plan every little detaill.
In an enormous economy like that of the United States, it is humanly
1mposﬂible to devise an exact plan for the whole country. Here

I am speaking of the economy of a small country, as small as
Hungary. In a small country, one is capable of planning on a small
basis, accurately, whereas in a big country one 1s able only to
plan in outline or must divide the country into economuc subgréups
and devise a plan for each subgroup.

I am 100 in favor of it.
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(8a) Because these are public utilitles, embracing common neoessities
which must never be exposed to the’;z:’:f 1ndiv1dua1fz or of
individual people.

(9b) T would treat them all alkke. More than that, I would include
all sorts of public tmansportation, inchhdling buses, trolley
cars, etc. Privall cars, £ course, should not be nationalizeé.

(10) T am absolutely iffi favor of that. This tends %o atabilize the
poaition of the government. There 1s nof danger in it whatsoever.

(10a) All sgatems are a composite of freedom and security. while both
elements are necessary, I would emphasize security at the
expense of freedom.

(11) Excepting private indisidual life, the state has a right to
enter into whatever stage of life ¢ ”“Aes '

(11a) Tf this 18 an ideal o~government, and I am always assuming that,
why shouldn't a government have the wight to enter into whatever
phaqe} E;r instance, on the basis of the/bo&(&4( of the state,
the policé is alldwed to go%everywhare and prevent beatings and
various other public disturbances.

(11b) For instance the state has the right to break prices, to intrpduce
maximum prices, to affect maximized rent control in order %o

provide even less fortunate people with houséng opportunities.

(12) Yes, naturally. Everyone should have equal obligation toward the
atate.
(12b) I cant!t think of any specific obligations at the moment, but I g}L;aﬁ
as empamieRate

gettle for the obligationaYin the Gonstitution. Those obligations
outlined in the Gonetitution, sound always so good, appear always
so ideal.
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(12¢) No. I am soekking here,and always,of an 1d.eal.YI have such

government in mind,where the obligations should be set forth
in the Constitution. If the government should not be idedl,
then, it will 8o everything 1t has the power fo do, anytfdy )

(13) No.

(14) Definitely. A great improvement has taken place, having to do
with the large masses. There was a great,a quantitative
improvement, bringing with 1t,af necésd ty, & glight fall in
quality. This quality, however, could be raised in time.

(14a) Quality has fallen slightly.

(14b) Now everybody receives medical attention, and everybody has the
right to go to hospitals., It is true that there was an extra
good sanitarium for high officials of the Party, but that
gsanitarium does not necessarily have the services of the best
physicians at ite disposal. 1If one was undergoing a serious
operation, he was entitled to demand th%best speciallet avallable.
This of course was not true in an emergency. If the operatlon
was not of a serious nature, the patient could not demand that a
University professor operate oﬁ-hlm.

(14¢c) Private physicians will rob mou as much as they can. A private
physican treats his patient only in order to treat him, in order
to keep his power over the patient as long as possible. In a
gsenge to or ercomplicate things even 1if there 1is nof complication

on hand. In a clinic there is an absolute disinterestédness.
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The physician does not get more or less no matter what he does.
T must say however, that even in clinies, there were various
degrees of attention avallable.

Hospital and medical insurance are absolutely necessary. There
is nothing wrong with the idea of insurance, the way it is
carried out now is bad. Tt is limlited, it tends to be &
business, The 1nsuran§e we have is far superior ta#he one

we had before the wary. ZIt embraces a much larger, orowd,
and théfgﬁba are pald for entiiely by tpe employers.

)
Yes, the people have much more opport nowo.

There are more movies, theaters available. /gg;g;géﬂﬁﬁﬁ admission
tickets are much cheaper.beeammenby Because by pamphlets, descrip-
tions, and cultural information, even those who were less cul-
tured, were made to understand the plot, the significance, and
the cultural value of plays. Every peasant boy nowadays 1is able
to sing the more common operatic songs. The Hungarian film
industry has provided an innumerable number of copies of all its

;gi:;;m As a result, the same movies were presented through-
out the land at the same time. Peasants in the most obscure little
villages in the country were able to see the same presenfiatlon as
the people in Budapest, at the same time. A great effort was
made to build theatzea in every single Hungarian locality.

roupes

Capable theatrical/fme would visit outlying districts and
troupes

preaent shows there, These Gmham theatrical/fnoupsswere monm
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equifped with large buses that carried all their equipment.

Tven if there were no theatres availeble, very often something
could be improvised if no where else, perhaps somewhere in the
open. This was indeed a very successful activity.

My case is of no importance in this respect. I had ample oppor-
tunity to go to the movies, and would have been able to do 80

20 years ago if I had been born earlier, but we are speaking

here of the large masses, )

Of courae this is very igportant. The more cultured a pereon/ is,
the better he can understand his surroundings, and the world he
1lives in. Then again, life ls much easier to endure with cultured
people.

One can hardly make definitions 1n this respect. There would be
wide differences even in the smallest group. It depends on the
man, on hls personality. It certainly wasn't a questlon of
finances., If one was not able To attend evening performances,

one could very well afford matinee performances in the opera
house. The most you paid there for a good seat was one forint
fifty to two forints, or perhaps even less. On various occaslons
even free performances were given.

People do avall themselves of this opportunity more often than
not. This is one of the reasons why we have such a great

cultural revolution. By the cultural revolution I mean a revolu-
tionary change in the cultural attitude, tasties and desires of

the great masses. All this has taken place after the war.
Everybody can afford it, who can spare the time. This is definitely
not a question of money. One was able to buy tickets for an opera
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geries, covering performances for the entire season, ten
performances in all. Ticket series of ten were sold for 40
forints at the minimum and M@A 150 forints at the maximum on

a time payment basis. If one purchased a series he paid the
amount in 8 equal monthly instalments. Theatrical tickets were
even somewhat cheaper than those for the opera.

(16) I can*t draw any comparison between the present and, say, 1940 and
1046, because I was too small at tle time.

(16¢) People probably do eat better now than they did in 1950.

(164) It depended on the amount of money everybody made. This again

was dependent in many cases upon the person, on the individual,
on the personality. There were workers who made more Than an
engineer did. There were those who preferred mfimiumh alcoholic
beverages to food. There were responsible people and there were
irresponsible people.

(16e) It is absurd to even imagine that one is able to make generallz-
ations here. These are questions of detall, if one wanted to
malte definitive studies in this respect, one would have to write
volumes. There were go many factors involved that one cannct
make any generalizations.

(17) There are two groups in Hungary today. One is a group whose
members m better, say, in 1940, these people have it worse
now. Members of the other group were much worse off in 1940,
they are better off now. Instead of having two extreme
standards, a very high and a very low standard, now practically

every one is on the same standard, at a level somewhat above the

previous low standard.
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I base my opinions on my own experiences, and on what I have
seen with my own eyes.

Again I must say that I cannot compartmentalize the Hungarian
population in this respect. A medium low has been achieved,
whereby the level, absolutely speaking, has been raised somewhat.
Yes, very much so.

A very great expansion of the Hungarian industrial capacity

has taken place.

The expansion was not advantageous in every respect, but gen-
erally speaking 1t was of much advantage. Some expansigg has
taken place in places where there was none before it. /iimtm is
useless im and senseless to manufacture a product that, if we
could mm use 1t, will cost us at least ten times as much as the
price we would pay for an imported product of the same quality.
In many cases, we could have gotten the imported product even
cheaper than that.

I belleve I have spoken about these things when I expressed my
views regarding the Hungarian industry in some detail.

I am in favor of retaining, and maintaining,to a certain degree,
the institution of cooperative farms, I am basing this view of
mine on the proposition of the existence of an ldeal government.
The present ratio of cooperative farms to independent farms is
95 to 5. I would change this ratio to 80 to 20, that is to mimp
sy, I would permit an individual farmer to retain for his own
purposes, to do with it as he pleases, 20 percent of hils holdings.
I would require him to surrender 80 percent of his holdings to
the cooperative farms, to be cultivated in common, and proceeds
To be d;'ffez'éufe/dfﬂwu? Che lstbers
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in the ratio of original investment. There were a great many

cooperative farm enterprises, that operated to everybody's

satisfaction. I envison here a system of agriculture under |

state control and supervision, where the state would have the

right to set general policy for the farm enterprises, but would

have no right to requisition any of its produce.
I would retain these cooperative farm enterpriges, assuming

that they came into being as a result of the voluntary actiom
of the pessant)s forming them. I would change the ratio of

privaete holdings and communal holdings in these enterprises to
20 to 80, as explained above, Small farmers, who for whatever

reason, o refused to join the cooperatives mim should be

permitted to continue on an independent basis. It is assumed
here that, all the sdvantages being with the commumal farmers,

individual holders would socner or later give up veluntarily

their private holdings. I would permit communial farmers to
retain 20 percent of their holdings, in the form of vegetable
and flower gardens, or perhaps some small vineyards around

their house.

No.

The approximate ratio of 20 to 80 should be maintained here.

It should be stipulated however, thset farmers would retain
only those machines and those animals that are required for

(224

B family's subsistence. For example, a farmer would retain

ag many cows as is necegsery to supply his whole family with

milk.

But a farmer should not be permitted to produce milk on a
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commexcial basis,

The ratio of 20 to 80 applies here too,

Assuming that a small landholder or kulak would not want to
Join the cooperative, a portion of his former landholdings
should be returned to him. He ghould not be permitted to

hold more land y however, than needed for his own reasonsble
self-gufficiencg, so that he should in no event be able to
assert econanic presssure on his neighbors,

Of course,

If the cooperative works mafi@l efficiently, every member of

the cooperative should reap benefits from it. The cooperative
is also a great edvantage to the general public, the produce
coning from the mmmm cooperatives being much cheaper. Under
the regime the cocoperatives were able to market all their
produce, 70 to 75 percent mhegmpmcheaper than indjfependent
farmers .

I would retain the tractor stations as they are. I would only
stipulate that every fimmm farmer should have equal rights and
equal opportunity to use them. This was not always the case
under the present regine,

I don%t know.

Mechanized agriculture 1s definitely a desired state. One is
able to produce more at cheaper prices that way. hemis a
general Yrend toward automation in every branch of life. This
ies progress, and progress is 1R§v1table even in agriculture.
Their rights should amount to BB percent. That is Lo say they
should have much to say in it, but should not have an absolute

right imk to determine things. Workers are not trained o do
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that sort of thing, and simply are not able to direct and
manage a factory.

Labor unions should be lasbor unions only. They should rdedfiedn
defend the rights of the workers against everybedy, including
the government, but they should never enter peolitics.

They should idm be completely independent of the government.
The government should retain only the power to control the
over all management of the labor unions.

Yes. Membership in labor union organizations should be
definitely compulsory. This is necessary 20 that 1ﬁdividuals
should not be able to sell themselves short, out of lgnorance,
or wilfully, to amybody.

Dues amounted to between 2 and 5 percent of the baseé pay.
This was not a really great expenditure.

It all depends on how They function. In the form as they
now exist or existed, they amounted to practically nothing.
A high sounding name, with nothing really in it. (The actual
expression used: Hungarianflesze Se779714 /07/ m€7 /0[ )
I don*t really know., The whole thing did not have time %o
crystallize, There was no time for real organization. As
far as I know, the ldea of the organization was based on &
Yugeslavian prototype.

Perhaps. This 1s a blg question mark. It is hard to say
anything on that because I am not famillar with how they
work in Yugoslavia. owaght fo

The plant director and the chief engineerymanaged the plant.
They should be responsible to an authority controlling that
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individual or several plants, whatever the case may be.

Iet thenm eEJoy themselves. (The actual expression used:
Hungarianfye;(' Vr'la%a/(w?f- ). Interviewer's mote: This
was a spontaneous expression on the part of the respondent.
Then he continues: They should be subject to individual
examination. If they caused any harm to anything or to any-
body, then they should be i tried and punished on an indi-
vidual basis.

No,

Thelr past should be subjected to individual investigation.
Those guilty should be punished, those nof guilty should be

let free.

Ag above.

As above.

This was really a laugh. It really did not amount to anything
at all. It only existed so that there could be scme such thing
also.

There should be an individual investigation. Those gullty
ghould be punished, the others should be let free.

Everybody should be subjected to some sort of am investigation.
If some pecple should be found guilty, they should be tried
on an individual basis and sentenced according to the merits
of each individual®s case. The trials, of course, should be
conductred by a neutral judiclal body.

fgmg Lynching was very much the mode of the day. Of course
there was no time to conduct judicial inquiries.

The level of Hungarian education was atid least as high as
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that of education in Europe anywhere. The reason for this 1s
fairly obvious. Every regime depends for its comntlnued ex-
istence on highly trained specialists. The regime did every;
thing to attain this goal. A very great emphasis was laid on
the education of children and young people.

I don*t know.

The first eight years of the elementary education are Immiig
universally obligatory. Generally speaking everybody obtained
scme sort of a‘secondary education also. If one was not able
to go to the Gémnasium, he still has a chance to go to some
technical schools or to take advantage of the appremtice in-
atitutions. Entrance to the university was subject ©o many
restrictions.

The system of the elght primary grades was good. As Xy
regards secondary and university education, these should be
improved and expanded, so as to enable a larger mass of people
to attend them.

Yes, I believe it 1s mfl extremely important. Culture is one
of the basic prerequisites of life, This is true both from
the point of view mi of the individual as well as from the
point of view of the state and of the soclety at large.
State and church should be absolutely seperated. Rgligion
shouid be a private concern of the individual.

Yes.

No.

No. Those who want to receive religiocus instruction, should
be given all possibilities to do so.

No. That 1s none of the church's business.
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In this connection I believe it 1s imoortant to mention the
Battle of Mohdcs, that took place im 1526, Further, the
Battle of Nandor Fehérvar (The Glorlous Victory of Hunyadi
against the Turks) fought at Belgrade; the Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy, the mere fact that it existed, the events of 1848,
X9 the events of 1914, the events of 1919, the events of 1939 ,
and the events of 1945. Hungary's contributions to Yestern
culture are immense. Our contributions were great in the
field of music, literature, sciences, and art., Let me off
hand mention such names as Liszt, Bartok, Goldmark, Molnir,
Vordemarthy, Arany Jénos, Irinyl Janos and the invention of
matches, Yedlik Janos and the inventlon of the dynsmo, Déri
Blathi 21pp:novsk1 and the invention of transformators.
(Interviewer's note: the last name consists of three
separate surnames belonging to one and the same individual).
Kandd KArlman and the invention of electric trains, Professor
Szentgydrgyi Albert and the invention of C vitamins, Eotvis
Lorant and the invention (in Hungarian) of torzius inga.
One must also not forget the sports. It is noteworthy to
mention here that Hungary was able to maintain third place
in the Olymplics for the third consecutive time. In certain
flelds of sports, Hungary g:g retained a commanding
position throughout. To return to the arts, one must mention
such names as Hunkécsy Szinyei-Merse, Zala Gyargy, and the
Kolosvarl brothers.

It is impossible for me to answer this question for the
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simple reason that I have experienced only one type of govern=-

ment .

(26a) As far as I can state on the basis of historical studies,
Hungary's lot under the Hapsburgs was misersble.

(26b) I believe it is a mistake to assume that mmigkmm emigration

tozl; g%zge under the Hapsburgs. The emigration happened at
a batter day, between 1920 and 1925. A great many peasants
emigrated at that time because they lived under terrible con-
ditions in Hungary.

(26¢) Yes. There was the most extreme sort of feudalism in Hungary.

(264) This was a very bad situation. It was bad in every respect.
A very small minority ruled over a very large majority. This
majority was obliged to live under miserable conditions.

(26e) I don¥*t know,

(265) Yes. There were great social, ethnic and racial differences.

(26g) Hungary should have remained neutral, But Hungary could not
have remained neutral. But the leaders of Hungary should have
permitted immumenmiwmim the country to be run down by the

Germans. It is significant in this respect to recall the

pact of etermal friendship concluded between Hungary and

Yugoslavia shortly before the invasion of Yugoslavia by both

Germans and Hungarians. This treaty was concluded by the then
Mini's2teR-President Apponyi Alber, who had later taken his life. (Inter-

viewer¥s note; reference here 1s made to Count Teleki, the

then Prime Minister of Hungavry. It may have been ignoraace

or just a slip of the toague on the part of the respondent . )

As it was, Hungary remained loyal To the Germans to the last,
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thereby becaming the last German gatellite, amd as such

she was forced to take all the consequences., If Hungary had
been run down by the Germans, her situation in Eastern Europe
and her situation in the world in general would have been
different.

(26h) This wag a tramsitory period for Hungary. She gradually began
to recover from her war wounds and began to make a normal life
again after the war. One can't make comparisons to what was
vefore that, ox, whatiwas to come after that, for a very obvious
reason. To use an analogy, Hunga:?k was just a patient who
has been operated on in 2 hospital. One doesn®t very well
compare the patient to his former healthy days nor ©o his

atate after a complete recovery has been effected.

(27) I don't think so.

(28) Political boundaries aren't absolutely necessary. The idea
of the Balkan Federation was one of Kossuth's favorite ldeas.
This today may sound somewhat utopistic; but in some other
fPashion the essence of 1t could be brought im sbout. For
example, we might want to copy what Bismarck did during the
German umificatlon.

(28;13 Political boundaries are not necessary because they are
ridiculous. They are nongensical both from the political as
well as from the econonic point of view.

(28¢c) Because Hungary psrticipated on the wrong side in the Second
World War she now had im no right to demand territorial recti-
fications. Strictly speaking, Hungary does have the right to
demand all those territories that once belonged to her.
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I am referring here to the pz-e:'l‘rianon Hungary. And I am
basing my opinions on the historical right of Hungary to these
territories. (Interviewer's note: to clarify things to my
own satisfaction I agked the question whether respondent meant
or interpreted this historical right in such a manner as to
include all Hungfrian territories that belonged to her before
the outbreak of the First World War: Reply: What I mean is
the Hungary of St. Stephen).)

Transylvania, Croatia, Dalmatia, the City of Fiume, the
territories now belonging to Czechoslovakia (the actual ex~
pression used was Hungarian Feluidek ),
the territory of Deféw'de,k in Yugoslavia, (the actual
expression used was &'fnm?, Baif,f/(n ), and Burg%fa.nd
(Respondent here was referring to a small territory now be-
longing to Austria. )

I don't know,

Between Hungary =nd same other peoples, yes.

A great antipathy is felt i ims toward the Rumanians.

I don't think it is a natural condition, it was in the interest

of some elements mfmmmpmmwrimmm in pre-war Hungary Lo bring
this antipathy about. This,then,is a human-made antipathy,

similar to the situation that exists today on the Island of
Cyprus.

I don*t know,

I don't know,

Hungarians and Rumanians do not get along very well in Rumania.
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Hungarians living there are oppressed, they do not live on

an equal footing politically, economically or socially with
the Rumanians.

They get along fairly well,

Our relationship with Yugoslavia 1s not the most ideal ome.

The Serbians are an awful bunch. From the point of view of
the Hungariang, the Serbiamns have camitted a great number of
mean things. The same thing applies to the Croatiens. There
are a great many Hungarians living on Yugoslav territory today
whose situation is similer to that of Hungariansg living in
Rumania.

There was no &®wish problem in Hungary up until 1938. The
whole Jewish problem is the result of the Second World War.

One cannot speak of relationships between Hunmgarians and

Jews as such. There may be individual Hungarians who cultlvate
a hostile attitude. On the whole, however, there are no problems.
Naturally.

There should be no unification of states, political unification
must be recognized as an impossiblility at this time, I am in
favor, however, of an econcmic union between these states.
Certain steps have already been taken to bring this condition
about. The KGST organization has already worked in this
directimon.

Member nations should be on equal footing, both in respect
in-nespent to their mutual rights as well as in respect to
their mutual obligations.

An attempt should be made here to bring about a self-sufficlent
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economic unit. Some sori of a supra national economic
directing body could be organized, with a view to establishing
a common market, sbolishing whatever trade barriers there may
be between the states, and synchronizing the various economic
activities of the individual statefg.

Hungary should be afull fim fledged member of this organizationm.
She should have rights and obligations just like mmm everybody
else.

I have in mind here not a political union but only an econonic
one.

Russians are people just like every other people. No better,
and ne worse. Russians are not bad people., As a people,

and as individuals, they have given a great amount of help
and assistance to many Hungarians. It is the Russian govern-
ment that I detest, the ruling circle of Russia khmbm 1s the
group that I am here rejecting.

Very definitely. There are good Russians and there are bad
Russians,; Jjust as there are good and bad in every people, every
nationality.

Yes.

No,

No,

Attitudes were mixed then. And the extent of variation
differed from individual to individual, There were those that
were pleased that the siege of Budgpest had at last ended.

At that time fik we did not dare think sbout anything at all.
We did not do a great deal of thinking at that time about the
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Russgians .

Marxism, on paper, is a noble dream. But it zuma.:l.nn/iaéf:e gly
ag long,as it is a set of principles on paper. As soon as the
principles are put to work in practice, the dream vanishes
quickly.

This is a very involved and difficult question. Off hand, I
should say that I am in m favor of certain theoretical parts
of 1t; I am also in favor of its analysis of the mistakes of
the civilizations that existed thus far. There are a great
number of contradictions in it. The number of these contra-
dictions is very large indeed. It definitely was not invented
for Hungarians.

Marxism was a reguired course in the university. I studied it.
I studied Marxism in the university for 1% years.

I don't really know. They did not change it very much. They
did not dare to. And this was the mistake. Some changes,

and some other adaptations would obviously have been necessary
for the Hungarian scene.

I don't know.

Stalin was a good Stalinist, that is for sure,

In certain particulars, yes. Marxists, however, do not think
of Socilal Democrats as Marxists.

No,

I don't know. Democracy is definitely not Marxism, What it
really is, I don®*t as yet know.

I don¥*t kmow. I lived only under one mympjbm system. I can't
make comparisons. -

Tito is the impersonation offMarxisn democrat, who is neither
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a Me2rxist nor a democrat. And this is very bad., He would
like to reap benefits B from both sides at the same time.

I don't like Tito at all.

National Communism, this is only Tito. This can be only Tito.
I don't know what National Communism really means. One's views
are either national and then one is not 2 Communist, or one 1s
a Communist and he cannot be a natiomalist. Commmnism and
internationalism belong together. One cannot take away the
ingredient of intermationalism from the essence of Communism,
National Commmis;, Yo my mind, is a man who Immkm tries to
turn and twist Communistic ideology in such a way, that it is
based on, and it agrees with, national characteristics of a
mlet . In other words, a Mational Commmnisgt would want to |

Commmunism to his own requirements, make it agreesble with

the characteristics and peculiarities of his own people.

I don't know, There were same, but not in great numbers.

I don't know.

I am not familiar with Gomulka¥*s policies. Gomulka is also

a man with two faces. (Actual Hungarian expression used:
A’c/,f}(u baccos /wlc'd'c'/{af . ). Gomulka is afraid of
the Rugsians so he retains his Communist mask. At the same
time he is very desirous of obtaiming dollar asslstance,

Most probably yes.

Tt is concelvable. It depends on the individual. It depends
on how broadminded an individual is. If one's mind 1s broad
enough, he could probably mmimm maintain the two principles
gide by side 1 at the same Time.

T don't know. One was in no position to determine this.
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I don't think Imre Nagy would have remained long in power

anyway .
(33a) I don't know.
(34a) Socialism is trying %o bring sbout equality. It wants to bring

about a Utoplan way of life, that is too good to be pessible,
It is an idea that strives for the ideal. It is something
that never was, is not existent now, and never will be. I
must here categorically state that gocialsim is not identical
with Marxism. Socialism is 2 wonderful principle, it is good
but not in the Russian form,

(34p) Colonialism represents a system of exploitation of one man
by another. As such it is rmbgootwm intrinsically =swmim evil.
(3kec) Class struggle 1s a social phenomencn, not a soeial form,

It is a term denoting some gort of a struggle between two

or more classes for supremacy. Since it is not a form, but
rather a phencmenon, one camnot pass judgment on whether it
is good or bad, The struggle itself if it means war, is bad.

(34a) This is just a phrase. No one knows what Popular Front really

is. It does not mk make any sense.,

(3be) Imperialism is world rule by one power. It may be equated
with colonialism. It is intrinsically evll because fm it
signifies oppression of one people by another.

(34£) Peace Movement is a negation of war. It is a belief that
things may be straightened out between nations. As such it
is goed.

(34g) Capitalism is good if it is meanaged wisely. If capitalism
is what I see here,then, on the basis of my experiences thus rar/_
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Aasqlec'cé Wt
I am willing to make an wiasdt. If, on the other

hand, capitaliem 1s what I read about in Marxist books,then,
I must shiver on hearing the phrase,
(34n) Bourgeoisie represents provifdcial outlook, marrow mindedness,
the mpophbmmed preoccupation with .mall, unimportant problens
of life. As such I comsider it bad.

(35) I don't know. I do suppose individuals do take differing
viewpoints in these matters.

(36)(2) The same,

(36b) More.

(36c) The same,

(364) Less.

(36e) Less .

(36r) Less.

(36g) More.,

(36n) Much more.

(361) More.

(363) The same,

(36k) Lese .

(361) Less.

(372) I don't kuow.

(37p) They were worse off.

(37¢) They were worse off.

(374) They were better off.

(37e) The same.

(37¢) They were better off,

(378) They were worse off.
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They were worse off.

There weren't any.

Better off.

They were better off.

They were better fmf off. I base my opinions on what I have
heard from other people, and on what I have studied in schools,
Interests contrary.

Interests identlcal.

Interests contrary.

Interests idfentical.

Interests idWentical.

Interests identical.

Interests contrary.

Yes.

Interests contrary.
Interests contrary.

Interests mmflmk contrary.

That all depends. If one is a soldier, he is a machine. A
soldler will fight whatever the geoal may be. The reaction of
civilians, of ctmrs'e, would be different. People whose livelil-
hood and life depend on the waRmENr®E present regime, people
who would have to fear for tTheir lives 1f there were a change
in the regime, would of necessiby want to defend the regime.
This, of course, is Just a% generalization,

@ho would fight against whom, is a very hypothetlcal question.
It would depend on a great number of factors, one of the most
important of these being the question as to what regime would

follow the present one. f
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No,

I think it was rather interesting. It was quite an expeKieme
for me, I never had to angwer so many questions, before.

If you interview people, who not only repregent a fair cross
section of the Hungariam populatiocn, but also have gome
knowledge of things, that 12 to say if they are people wuho
know what they are talking about, then your Project will he a
success .

I should like to ask you to try to be very diseriminating in
your selectlion of respondents. If you are talking to farmers,
people coming from obscure little villages, they'll tell you
an endless story with little or no substance to it at all.y

I think you should concentrate on imtefllectuals, and in
particular on university students. I should also like to warn
you not to permit people Yo enter into the discussion of useless
detalls. You will get no positive results from such detalled
discussion.

I don't think you will always get honest replies from your
respondents. When you come to the critical questions, many

a man will be afraid to give you an honest answer., They will
either not tell you anything at all, or else speak of gener-
alitiesg, or tell you what he thinks he ought to tell you.
People will be afraid that, if they give you their honest
opiniong on matters, they will be hranded Communists., To
avold this, I would recommend that, before you start the
interview with any respondents, you should enter Into a
personal discussion with him regarding general matters, so as to
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permit him to feel you out and to get generally acquainted.
I should like to remind you here that an immense amount of
material is available for your purposes in official
Hungarian Communist publications. You should also consult
Russian books: in general and Russian books on Hungary

in particular. Regarding Hungarian boqka I could cite you
here a few that I remember. Titles of the books: (in
Hungarian) oteves terviink; Beketerv. Tervhivatall Kiadas
Budapest, Szikra, 1950 or 1951. Rakosi Beszedek, kkm¥ this
has many editlions, published by Szikra in Budapest.

Another book, Népi Demokrécia Feledésének tiz eszten-

deje, I don't kmm know who the author 1sy possibly Rﬁkoal.
published by Szikra, Budapest.

I belleve we have covered everything very thoroughly.

Yes. T should like to return to Hungary in the capacity of a
visitor. Not permanently, however.

I should suggest that you consult books that I have mentioned
above. Alsc there must be a number of other books and
pamphlets that would be ideal for this purpose. T don't
remember thelr titles off hand, but 1f these books should be
avallable in any New York library, or in the university
1library, I should be able to point them out to you. You
could alsc consult Hungarian newsvapers, varticularly the
numbers of Szabad Nép. You could also consult the perilod-
ical entitled Tartés Békéért. Népi Demokracia grt. This is

a common perlodical, published for the benefit of all the
satellite countries, I believe, in Prague, and is available

in all the satellite languages.
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(3v) No. _
(34) Yes, I do have someone that I would recommend for an interview.

I have given the interviewer his name and his address.
(Interviewer®s note: I have the name and the address, I did not

want to make the name part of this record.)

Interviewer's rating of m; A male unlversity student, 2C years old,

a former resident of the City of Budapes_t, son of a prosperous
if not well to do, mechanical engineer.,”; dm h:fl;d“
a very high and influential technical position in Hungary.

He is surprisingly well informed, particularly in ecomomic
and political matters. A very intelligent, idealistic, and
semsitive young man, who I apparently never had enough oppor-
tunity to view life im its more brutal aspectS He admits to
having been a Commmist in his early youth and that he accepted
whatever was told to him until he reached the age of 14. He
has spent his mest formative years in public schools in Hungary,
where he was exposed,to a great extent, to Commmnist influences.
He claims to have abandoned Communism in his 15th year, but
the general tone of hig responses would indicate, that,bemnpa
~BoMEvAEL unconsciously, he still follows the Party Line in
mang respects. I view him as s man who was betrayed in his
ideals, and was not able to reorientate himgelf since then.

He is at the moment in a state of confusion, not lmowing what
to retain and what to throw out from what he once belleved to
have been true. There can be little question regarding his
nonesty, his answers are, I believe, representative of what
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he thinks. His thinking, of course, is not always clear,

Phis 1s indicated by the many negative replies he gave me in
the last part of the interview. He was very sensitive to
Question No. 28m and n, in Interview Section I, having to do
with the Jewish question. This seneitivity was algo apparent
when Question No. 24 and its subsections of Intervielw Section I
came up for discussion. There he vehemently g’?_fgd that
religion_plays any important part in the life of present day
&”%ﬁ/m He categorically stated that this was not only
his personal view, but that/i!h:a represented Hungarian youth in

general as such. |




