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Date of Interview: March 11 & 12, 1957
Interviewer: Maria Podhorszky

SONAL INVENTORY

Name: ll-F

Age: 23

Sex: Female

Marital Status: Single

Religlon: Roman Catholic

Birthplace: Budapest, Hungary

Main resldence in Hungary: Budapeét

Ogtober 1956 address: 8th District, Budapest, Serdahely St.

esidence and travels abroad: Never abroad

‘-‘r;

[llitary service: == « « = -

Education: A high school graduate and teachers' collgge,
grade school teacher

Occupation: (a; too young to work

(b) taught grades in state schools, she taught
during hce ““ainf&ng year at Kercag and two additional
years from 1952~1C5 Then at Rakospalota, a Budapest
suburb 1n the _a1l OL 1956, She did not work betwean
the falls of 1955 and 19 56 as she was dismliseed from
Kdrcad as ]J31LG“Cd1iy lmmgturo therefore not it
co teach. Also, her « au$o record showed her to be
"politically unrellabda'

Parents living: Father, 50, mother, 56, both in Budapest
Erother or sister: None

Children: None

Date departed Hungary: November 22, 1956

Date arrived US: December 25, 1958.

Y



11F 3 /3%
D

FE. Short resume of the impression which the respondent made
upon interviewer:

The back=~ground of the respondent is of good middle-~class.
Her family seems to have had means prior to the war. A
happ-go~lucky father squandered everything, but the girl had
an average education. She seems to be an open-minded, level-
headed young woman and to have sound judgement. She does not
seem to be indoctrinated, in fact, she was very frank wilth
regard to certéln questions, such as when she admitted that
she knew only the slanted Communist version of the cosmic
plcture and therefore, she cannot give any unblased vlew.

She was able to preserve her own Judgement despite strong
Communist pressure which, in the teaching profession, wase
extremely strong. She's very honest about herself, l.e.,
she despises herself for having fled and not stayed to face
consequences whichever they might have been.

She has a pleasant personality and she must have been a
pretty good pedagogue despite the fact that teachlng was
not her chosen profession.
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IX. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM~UP QUESTION

A, T believe the most important things that the American
public should know about the events in Hyngary during the
revolution are that the West falled to realize that this

was the time when they could have dealt effectlvely and

once and for all with the Soviet. They have "missed the boat".
Goodnes only knows when such an opportunity will arise agaln,
if ever.

I also would like to stress that after having heard Western
radio propagenda for-the last twelve years, everybody expected
Western help., Thig-waey The people of Hungary could not
understand why the West failed to act,

Last, but ndt least, I must tell the public that the Hungarlans
feel now that the Hungerian cause will be dropped and forgotien
by the WEst and they were all terrlbly disappointed by the

weak attitude of the Unlted Nations.
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LLL, CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERTENCES, ACTIONS, ATTITUDES,
AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUTION

A, Some days before the revolution, I heard that demonstra-
tions would be organlzed in sympathy with the PQlish govern-
ment and Gomulka. On October 23, at noon, I he over the
radlo that the government was not permitting these demonstira-
tions. I was at school then in Rakospalota, outside of Buda-
pest., The same day, in the evening, when I returned to town,
the demonstrations were in full swing., There were terriflic
erowds to be seen everywhere all over the city. I joined the
demonstrators.

I joined-the crowd where I met several friends, students
mostly. Phey We jumped on a truck and went out to the
Stalin statue. All along the way, I saw students tearing up
the Russian books. At the
now called Stalin Street, We stopped at every building in

which Russians lived and shotited slogans, "Out with you Russilansg".
"We want Imre Nagy" and such like.

I left the Stalin statue before i1t was pulled dowmn because
we recelved news that ske arouhd the radio bililding, fighting
had started.

We arrived there with the truck at the very momnet when
shooting started. The crowd got bigger and bigger. They

were very angry and called for arms. We went then, with the
truck, to the Killian barracks to feteh arms. Here, at the
barracks, the soldlers were lookling out of the windows. We
wanted to enter and couldn't at first. We started shouting to
the soldiers,"Come out! Help usi" Finally, the crowd broke
down the door and entered the bullding., The officer in charge
denied that he had any arms in the building. We were told
that only so-called labor brigades were statlioned there.

Finally, one of the soldlers age gave the crowd a hand

and told them that at least, the guards of the barracks

must have some arms and ammmitiond. At last, we found some

arms in the bullding, but no ammunition whatsoever. Then

the same soldier told us that we should try the officers!

academy at the end of ¥h Ulll, Street. However, we went to
the Soroksari Ut barracks where, on the way, we met trucks
%odgd with ammunition and arms so we Joined them and returned
0 the city.

By that time, 1t was two ofclock AM. We all went back to the
radio bullding. Here, as a resutl of serics fighting., we
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found meny wounded and dead. With some other girls, I helped
the wounded and tended them and, in generel., assisted the
doxtors who were there. By this time, it was six in the
morning and the flghting was still going on. No one

wanted to stop. They didn't even stop to eat.

In the morning, on the 24th of OCtober, A truck load of
friends and I left the radio building to attend to the sieck and
wounded at the First Ald stations. We roamed the streets and
wherever we could pick up some one in need of ald, we did so,

We had already seen many Ryssian tanks stationed around
on the crogs-roads, such as Rakosl Street and the National
Theatre Court.

I was very impressed by the number of young people who
took part in the fighting. I saw a young boy of 14 holding
a Commy--gun which he could hardly handle. His father stood
behind him telling him how to use %t.
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B. #= As i jJoined the crowd, I kept hoping that something

wonderful would happen. I was not afraid although I lmew
perfectly well that the consequences could be very bad
for all concerned. Nobody believed tha&t the demonstrations
would get out of hand. which they did. Nobody believed
that thls was the beginning of a revolution. It was all
quite spontaneous.

The main things we wanted from the govermment were first,
freedom of sppech and press, second, the Ruasians must go
home, third, an economy free and independent and otherwise
complete independence frm the Soviet Union. A1so, we wanted

to have back the Hungarian uranium mines. These were exploited
and worked by the Ryssians., We also wanted the majority of
politicians to be purged from the govermment.

As to the oufbcome of the revolution, we never believed in
defeat because everyone was behind us, even those who did
not fight, After twelve years of terror, everybody was much
too bitter to even consider that the revolution might fail.,

All age groups were represented in the ranks of the demon-
strators, from the age of 13 to 40. All social classes were
to be found present, workers and intellectuals, students
and many women, very actively at that.

At the Killian barracks, I saw one of the women slap the
face of an officer who had refused to give ue any arms.
I find it difficult to tell who did not take part,

We had no leaders in the street fighting. In the beginning,
those who were good organizaers tried to lead a small ;
1nd%vidual group. These were accepted by the people immedi~
ately.

B, At first, no one believed that the demonstrations would
turn into full fledged fighting. Later on, however, it couldn't
be avolded when we;e‘g were shot at by the AVH, I believe that,
had we been allowed to read the students! dmmands over the
radio, perhaps the entire debacle could have been avolded.

The revolutionary slogans materialized on the second day,
to the best of my own knowledge.

In the beginning, only the very young, from 15 to 25, fought.
As time went on, they were joined by those of the next genersa-
tion or age group, Boys and giris, all were fighting.
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Mostly, however, they were workers and students. The young
workers were the filercest fighters. They fought like lions.
Their only idea was to fight for freedom, Nevertheless, they
were well disciplined and there was no looting even though
the shop windows were shattered.

In the main, fightefis obtained arms from the army and from
the police. In several districts, the 8th where respondsnt
lived, for instance, the entire police force gave up thelr
armg to the fighters. :

Respondent did not fight herself although she took part in
first aid work. Never did she consider that the fight might
be lost. Surely not in the beginning dld anyone think this.
They were always hoping for hwlp to come from the West.

Such were everyone's feelings during the first two days of
the revolution. The least of the hopes was that the Russlans
would quit Hungary. Hiwever, when the Russlang returned, all
hope was lost, but they fought on, determined to fight to
the very end.

It was common kmowledge that the government had called In
the Russians under duress. Respondent had no ldea who had
been responsible for this treason.

C. Fighting and snlping continued unabated during the in-
terval between the withdrawal and the re~invasion by the Russiams

Respondent indicates that she spent much of her time in
traveling, by truck, from one hpspltal to another to
vigit the wounded and to help where ever she could. She
could not stay at home because she felt that, somehow,
there must be something that she could do.

She also acted as a llaison between fighting groups., For
three days, she was at Rakospalota, her school, but, naturally
there was no teaching being conducted.

On November 3, late at night, she caught the last street-car
home.

As to the Red army retreat, everyone was aware that this
was Just a trick because word from friends living on the
outskirts of town, informed them that the Reds had simply
dug themselves in, but the population there did not glve
them anything to eat. It was due to this that some Russians
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exchanged their arms and even tanks for much-needed
food,

At 3 A.M., on the Lth of November, heavy gun-fire was heard.
Later the same day, swarms of Russian tanks appeared on the
streets., Contrary to the behavior of the troops who were

in Hungary at the outbreak of the revolution and who were
very frightened, these new troops were qulte defiant and
very brazen in their confidence. Only at this time, did
everyone begin to think that all was lost.

One day, about this period in the events, respondent and
some friends formed two groups and went to demonstrate In
fron t eg~ of the Ministry of the Interior where, they
kmew, the AVH held several students. Although the AVH
denied this, in the end, 25 students were released. The
same thing occurred at another political prison esiied

at Isabella Street and Contli Street corner, Only a few
were released from this prison and they related that there
were many more still incarcerated.

Respondent plamned her escape for two days begore she
etually got out.

As to any possible gain, it was only Europe that galned
from the Hungarian revolution.
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF AID FROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A. Everyone expected active ald from the West, at least
United Nations forces as help in Hyngary.

B. The basis for these expectations was the belief of
all that the West was simply walting for the best oppor-
tunity to bring the Russlans to kReel., It was a commonly
shared feeling that this was, indeed, the occasion which
would never return again,

Also, the Wéstern radios were very encouraglng.

C. Respondent had no contact with foreigners during the
time questioned,
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A, As far as respondent can remember, her father had some— —
private means which he invested in various business entere—=-
prises. However, he was very happy-go-lucky and soon, the
family was broke.

Under the Communist regime, the father worked in a bakery,
doing heavy, physical work.

Respondent'!s parents did not own anything, particularly
real estate.

Respondent'!s parents were both high school graduates. Also
her father had one year at a universityd, but he never
finished. For a while, he was an actor, on the road,

B. Respondent classlifies the soclal classes in Hungary

as follows: workers, peasants and intellectuals. She points
out that she feels the intellectuals can be sub-divided 1nto
three categories: the old intellligentsia, the new intelligent-
sla which was formed from the ranks of the peasants and
workers by the regime, and the political intelligenssia

who served the regime implicitly.

She had contact with all social classes and has no pred-
judice agalnst eny particular one. She feels she belongs
to the intellectuals.

She feels that the working class is the back bone of the
nation. She thinks them very sound and reliable.

On the other hand, the peasants, in her estimetion, had
declined in caste. The young peasant boys were good for
nothing. They dida't like to work. It was only the older
generation which was hard working and diligent.

The old intelligentsia. which was mentioned before,
thought too often of the past and hoped for its return.

The new intelligentsia, mostly young workers, had some
sound ideasbut they are much too young and are not fully
sure of what they want,

Among the ranks of the political intelligentsia, one
finds, of course, many Communists who may not, however,
be Communists at heart. Nevertheless, they serve the regime.
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The various classes of intelligentsia do not mix.

The class hardest hit by Communism was that of the workers
because they were explolted and they had to work very hard
in ovder to earn a bare living.

The intellectuals were class allens and had to work as
laborers everywhere, They, too, had a terrible lot.

As to class distinctions among the classes, the peasants
became very self-conscious under the Communist regime,

but respected the working cless. On the other hand, the
working class did not have a very good opinion of the
peasants. They, in turn, were self--conscious in melatlong

to the intelligentsia, but otherwise, they felt no difference

between themselves.

Working conditions and living standards had much to do
with this feeling being engenderedr evened out., However,
the intelligentsle was envious of the peasants because

of thelr comparatively easy lives. They were rather cautious'

toward the working class.

These attitudes did undergo a change., There were much
greater differences among the classes a few years ago,
but the hardships of the last years, mutually shared,
brofught them muchcloser to each other and fostered a
better understanding.

E., Chances to get ahead in Hungary depended upon a person's
political attitude. Even the greatest talent was of little
consequence ualess one also possessed political rellablllvy
or at least had good marks on the cadre report. Political
views were very lmportant and so was clags origin.

However, there were some key positions which had to be
filled by experts only. Such essentlal personnel could
maintein thelr places regardless of their political
views.

Class origin was recorded by the teachers of grade schools.
Even as early &s this. Also were statlstics kept on The
subjects followed. If too many peasant or workers' chlldren
received bad marks, the teachers were held responslble

and thus a bad mark wes entered in the teacher's cadre.
This made necessary & good deal of Juggling since The
children of the intllectuals were always better students
than those of the workers or peasants and this wes frowned
upon .
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There was some improvement under the new course, but even
then an intellectual had to be very cautlous because he was
dismissed or reprimanded for the slightest mlstake.

Respondent feels that those post likely to get ahead in
Communist Hungary are those who can be hypocrites and
show a willingness to go aling with the Party line.
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Vi. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM

A, Communism had a very detericrating effect on fanily
iife in Hunpary. The rate of dicorce has oncreased tre-
mendously. Both parents had %o work in crder to meke

both ends meat, The children were in nursery or day
schoolg, When the parents returned home at the end of a
day, they were Jjumpy, impatient, and couidn't be

bthered with their children. The spiritual ties in the
family have been sleckened very much. Repondent feels
this is a very unhappy situation since it is imposaible
to bring up & healthy generation under such circumstances.

Changes brought about by Commmism on the family life
were about the same oh all social classes.

B, Commmism has wrought immense changes in the rearing
of children in Hungary. This refers to all age groups -
regardless of sex. The regime does its ubtmost to indoc-
trinate them, politically. This starts in the first grade.
For instance, even mathmatiocs are not free from politics.
The teacher camot give thé usual and well-known example
that one apple and one apple are two apples; she must

gay one tractor and one gractor are two trastors, and s0
on, Children are beingngrought up %o be very conscious
of their freedom and ependence. They are much more
disobediant Ghan the children of the former generation,
Also, the regime has glvan them a monstrous weapon: they
are permitted to denounce a teacher and even thelr own
parents if they disagree with their views ,

The changes are, of course, the same for all social classes.
The loyalty of a child is divided since he hears quite
different things in school than he hers at home from his
parants, The conflict between schools znd parental values
provides a bad influence. They confuse freedom and free
license., Communists take geat care to sea that they are

not enlightened about this error. It is “o the Communists'
interest that the young people are won over to them.

The behavior of children coming from intellectual parents
is usvally bhetter than that of others since the parente
try to instill morglethical ideas. Conflicts between
children and parents can be found most fregquently when the
chlldren are ahout 15 years of age.

C. Education, marrviage and courtship have changed in
the last ten years. There were g0 many divorces in the
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beginning that the regime tried to do sometiilng about 1€,
Since there 18 no social 1life except among the intellectuals,
voung people usually meet only at offlees, schools, or in
factories, or sometvimes at night clubs, sports arenas, ete.
They often live together without benefit of clergy for
several reasons: lack of funds or lack of a proper epart-
ment., There are many illegitimate ohildren since birth-
control and abortion ave punishable. However, during the
most recent years, one was allowed to apply for # official
permission to obtain an abériion, As & result, hospi~
tals became so crowded that young unwed mothers could -
not be kept in hospital, nét even for the necessary three
days. Common-lew marriages were very frequent during the
Communist regime.

Prostitution, although prohlbited, did exist. Veteran
prostitutes ware rehabllitated. They were placed in one

of several jobs and ware mighty proud of this change. .
Sexual matters were widely discussed by the public and

the press alike. The government trled to put a curb on this.

Whether or not Commmists were more or less inhibited
about sexual matters, respondent couldn't tell, but she
feels the Commmmism 18 2 danger per se and since anything
is allowed, in order to lure the young people, at least
in the beginning, this is a danger. Later, They realized
that these matters had gone too far,

D, Communism, of course, also affected friendships, re-
spondent believes, that a real friendship cannot be kept
up unless politics are kept out of the friendship, She :
can't imagine having a friend who 13 a hard-cored Commmist
or one who makes helieve before others that he gives in

to the regime,

E. Regarding crimeand alecoholism, respondent couldn't

tell much since, she says, the nswspapers kept this quiet.
In her own opinion, however, alcoholism and crime were
greatly on the ihorease. This was due to living conditions
ik Hungary. People were paid scarcely anything, moral
standards were lowered, family life deteriorated. The crime
rate amongst women also incemased as well as amongst the
Juveniles. The city of Budapesr, for instance, had 10,000
juvenile delinguents on record. There weren'ty enough

homes for placing them. It certainly presented a greal
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problem to the government. 7The pollice were not very
effective sgainst these non-pilitical crimes. Investi-
gations were not always successful,

Alcoholism has algo increased., The pgovarnmant has now
astablished a curb on prices.

Juvenile delingueney and meinly thieving prevails mostly
in the age group between 15 and 20, Loafing and hooligan~
ism ave widespread even tho the government did not admlt
it in the beginning, Now, they are trying to do somethling
about it. On the other hand, what -they ought to do 1z give
authority to pavents and teachers. This, however, 1s not
being done, The cause of this behavior is bad famlly life
and poor economic condibtions.

Hoolligans come from all classes, but moetly from the
workers! class. Respondent considers such activities

as eriminal, but it is not only the crime of the young
people, it is also the chime of the regime which has
fostered these changes, Pavents of such offenders usually
feel very strongly about this situation, and they try to
exert a good influence on the children and they try Do
cooperate with the police, when necessary., ;
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VII, RELIGION

A, Communilst rule in Hungary has greatly affected the
religious life there, especially in the flrst year of
Communisgm, But, even now in the new course, anybody
who openly goes to church gets a bad mark, At school,
religion was not only not taught, 1t was not even men-
tioned. Even when a child asked a question pertaining
go geiﬁgion, the answer had to be c¢ouched in Commumist
octrine.

Respondent believes that the Catholie religion was tThe

one hardest hit. This, because the leaders of the Catholic
Church did not give in to the regime in the slightest,
contrary to some Protestant Church leaders who triled to
compromise, However, the Protestant Church also suffered
under Communist rule.

Judaism suffered the least., Jews, at least, were permitted
to go to thier churche and also to keep thelr religious
holidays. It was not held against them, Por instence,
respondent knows that Jewish children were permitted to
absent themseives form school on their religious holidays.

B, Religion is a less important factor Iin respondent's
life than in the lifes of her pavents, It doemn}t have

as much meaning to her. It was not particular religious
conviction whicéh prompted her to stand up for her faith as
i1t was a simple defiance to the Communist dictum, She be-
lieves hersdl? to be as devout as the average citlzen In
Hungary today. She attends church regularly on both Sundays
and religious holidays,

C. Respondent believes that state and church should be
kept separated. In education, however, church should play
an influential role. In fact, religlon has the greatest
pedagogic value, in her opinlon,

Churches shald also have the responsibility for setting
moral codes and standards for movies, plays, ete, for
Juveniles,

On the other hand, in independent Humgary, she feels no church
should take an active politleal role.

D, Respondent has no definite idea as to any damage done
to the Jewish faith by Communism. However, as polnted out
before, she has seen that they were privileged to some
extent, She fe&ls there may be some basis for this lenlency
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in the thesis thafplhe Commies wanted to make the Jews

feel that the Communists were "liberating” them after

the Nazi treatment under whtoh-they had previousiy- —

suffered, This may also aeeouni-Low-sthe~Fack-thad-se-

naRy-bop-Conmuntsts-were-~Jors be accounted for by the
fact that 80 many top Communlsts wre Jews.

When the Communists first tdok over Hungary, the Hews

were jubilant because they felt that then, they were |
liberated. But, little by little, In the course of the |
years, they have come to change thelr opinions of the

Communists. :

As far as respondent knew, thére were many Jews among

the Communist Party members. She belleves that they

acted from motiveg pecunidary and not from singcere

conviotions toward embracing Gommunlsm, |

As to the actions of the Jews during the revolution, she |
can say that she saw few taking pavrt in the revolution, |
or in the fighting except the student Jewry. Nevertheless,

they all sympathized with the revolubtionary demandse.

The only réeason respondent could give for fear amongst
the Jews in regard to an independent Hupngary 1s that the
Jews may fear anti=~Semitism, It is interesting to note
that anti~Semitism never flared up during the actual
revolution, but there is a decidedly anti-Semltic feeling
in Hungary. This may be traced to the fact that Jews, on
the whole, had better jobs and lived bettsr in general
than the rest of the populace,
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®VIII. THE HUNGARIAN YOUTH

A, The Hungarian youth is amde up of those young people
between the ages of 15 and 27.

B, Hungarian yoult played a decisive role inthe revolution.
It was they who took the lead and started to fight. With
their bare fists, and with courage and determgination,

they fomght.

Anti-Communist feeling ran high six months before the
revolution, especlally when the press, under the new
regime, openly wrote of things which no one could have
ever imegined they would have publish. People dared to
talk and felt more free. Demonstrations were started

and staged entirvely by the yung people, It was again the
young people who stabted the fighting. Later on, they were
joined by more mature people. This was probably due to the
fact that youth is mowe flexible, has more elan and
not as much %o lose. They have more enthusiasm. During the
revolution, the older people admired the youth and the
youth surely did not despise the older generation because
they failed to take part in the fighting.

C. As to education, she can spegk gnly about the lower
grade schools where she was teaching and about her own
education at the teachers' c¢ollege. On the whole, educa-
tion followed a Russian pattern, but lagging behind the Soviet
Union by five to simz years. A system which the Russlans
had found to be useless and had discarded was still in
use in Hungwry. At teachaexs' college, for instance, West-
ern educational methods were not even mentioned, only

the Russian ways. Textbooks were translated from Russian.
Vocational chgice was certainly restricted and directed.
They took great pleasure in assigning the children of
intellectuals to physical work. There was & time ‘when
they tried to rope in as many young people as possible

to the unfiversities, but eventually, they produced mass
unemployment when they could no longer place these people.

The quality of education in grade schools 1grgreety bad
but in the high schools, quite good. There only a
few teachers who are convincéd Communists, but, on the
other hand, these are afraid of losing their jobs and
they try to conform to the regime.
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High school teachars and unlversity professors were
highly qualified.

E. The Russians did devote much time and effort to
indoctrinating the youth, This, not only in sfehools,

but also in factories and ofices, After hours, employ-

ees had to attend seminars. In the beginning, all had to attend,
but later few chosen, The reason for fallure in

the Russian attempt at indoctrination 1ls that results and
everyday facts belied thelr propaganda. Youth soon saw
for itself that all their tales were bunk. The only
period successfully influenced was that of adolescence, .
but even this changed as the young people grew more mature
end realized for themselves what was what.
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XIX, MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

L. Respondent's own major dissatisfaction was her
inablility to exercise her own selectlon of vocation.
Also, she was unable to change her job of her own
volition. Besldes these things, her movements within
the country were controlled. Naturally, a dissatisfac-
tion shared by most of the populace was the miserably
low standard of living and, obviously, the low wages.

B. People complained perpetually about the high prices
which produced difficulty in making both ends meet.
Also, everyone nursed fealings of resentment against the
AVH and the torttres practiced in politlcal prisons.
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X. THE ECONOMIC LIFE

A, ILiving standards were pretty normal until 1946 or
for as long as the market value of money was maintalned,
In the last years, however, wages earned could cover only
the barest of exlistences., If one wished to partake of a
few luxuries such &s cinema, theatre, or opera, one had
literally to go hungry. The living standard had dropped
considerably.

Food was expensive tho it could be obtained, Clothing
was expensive and very inferior in quality.

The housing shortage in Budapest was extremely acute.
People even lived in shops. There were oo many Party
houges and- offices which occupied large bddhes of apart-
ments.

Respondént considered it a luxury to be able to go to
a cinema or theatre or opera now and then.

Obtdining enough food gave the respondent the most diffi-
culty. Her family's standard of life cannot be compared
to that of 1945. It had reached rook bottom in 1956..

The respondent missed, mostly, an adequate apartment and
secondly, cultural pursults., Not had been improved
since 1955 except for a few chosen ividuals,

The highest 1liv stendard was reached by her famlly and
her friends in 1048¢W¢ - -1949 and the lowest in 1955-56.

Respondent knew of famililies whih were better off than
others. These were such as engineers, doctors, who had
a high reputation and who were 850 highly skilled that
the regime could not do without them, Also, actors and
singers were pampered by the regime.

The drop in living standards was due to economlic reasons,.
Also, to over-administration and Yo migwadministration,

In 1056, she earned 786 forints a month, After deductions,
she actually received only 730 forints. She never re-
ceived any premiums nor had a paré-time job. She and heyr
father were the only ones working in her family. She did
not get & wage increase at all,
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C. The prices charged by the staete stores were the lowest
and those by the farm markets, the highest. However, the
quality of the fodd stuffs on the farm market was much
higher. The commlssion stores sold only second hand mer-
chandise, but the goods were of better quality than in

a state store. Food stuff prices underwent regular sea-
sonal changes. To the bedt of respondentis ability to re-
member, prices were highest in 1952-53. They have not
gome down since. The quallity of goods in retall stares
was getting worse every year except for imported goods,
These were good,

There was no retail distribution, so to speak, in Hungary
since most of the shops were state~owned. The lack of
merchandise was probably due to dnsufficient production.
However, whenever a congress or a sports event was to

take plece in Budapest, the regime saw to it that all shops
suddenly blossomed forth with a large variety of everything
and a good quentity of things all of which was put on
display in shop windows,

Domestic meke, standard spare parts were fairly easy to
get. This was not the case with foreign spare parts.

There was much spoilage of food due to such practices as
this: if apples were put up for sale in a store at a given
price and people did not buy, the apples were allowed to
simply spoil; there was no reduction in the asking price.

There was & short supply of food stuffs such as rice and flour,
Also, fuel ~ wood and coal. Rubber products were short.

Some times these things were not available and sometimes,

they wees were avallable but out of reach because they

cost too much. The situation was the worst in 1952-53.

Black marketeering was widespread and practiced by every=
one. The prices became doubled and the guallty remained
the same altho sometimes it was even better than that
available on regular markets. The legal outlete could
never refuse to sell goods, Black market purchasing

was dangerous, especlally in 1952-53, While it was
punished, respondent did not know to what extent since
newspapers carried only the penaXty;—but not the

extent of the offense. Usually igpriserment Iimprisonment
was the penalty along widkh a fine.

D. Respondent described her working day as & grade school
teacher to lllustrate her working oonditions, Her day
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started at 8 A.M., but she had to be at the school at

7:30 A,M. Lessons went on until 1 P.M. sometimes until

1:30 P.M, even on Saturdays. The afternoon was free for the
children however, the teachers had to attend staff meetings
regularly once or twice a week. Then, they usually bkad
another extra--curricular meeting at least twice, sometimes
more a weel, They also had regular training courses to
attend. Besldes this, there was correction of homework

to be done, Her travel to and from school took one hour
each way. ]

Respondent did not have opportunity to choose her pro-
fession, she was direeted to teaching.

Her relations with co-workers was satisfactory, especlally
with the head-master who was an extremely nice end kind
person. He also was highly competent. She was never afraid
of him, He was efficient in his Job so she felt quite
satisfied. in her job as e teacher. She certainly felt that
her fellow workers were good at thelr jobs. They were
good pedagogues, but they were scared to say a word against
the regime. This i1s why workers were never pralsed and

why she never received any offieiel rgalse either,

The Hungarlan vacatlon and compensation programs were
quite well organizgled, but there were many ifs. One
had to achieve & high production quota in order to be
eligible for a free vacation or at least to have one at
a reduced price at one of the state health resoris.

The health insurmace program was very good, but there
was a shortage of personnel and the hospitals were elways
very orowded, Pensions were kept to the minimum and they
deﬁended entirely upon a worker's tenure in his Job after
1945, It also depended upen his last salary.

E. Respondent preferred to live in the city. Even tho
the agricultural workers had it better in the country
side, There was more food and the general steandard of

living was better, On the other hand, everyone had an easier

time politically in the ecity. You could always make
yourself inconspicuous in the ciltiles,

As for collectivizations,everyone knew in advance that
it would not work,because they had seen a falr example
on the state farms. On the whole,respondent has a bad

opinion of collectivization becaguse it simply doesn't
work. It did not work in Hyungary where 1t was inforced
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too quickly. Respondent thinks that the well-to-do peasant as
well as the pmmw® poorer peasant were equally gagainst collect-
jivization, Respondent heard that af in 1953 or '5H4 several of
the collectives were disolved after Imre Nagy's speech, In
respondent's view eollectivization can only be done if it's
completely voluntary. As an agslcultural worker in Communist
Hungary,she would rather work on a private farm,because she
could then produce whatemer she wants,and she 1s independent.
Bmztdgs Besides,production is always better on a private farm,
than any state or collective farm, Ideally speaking,respondetn
would like to keep the small,privately owned farms system in an
independent Hungary. However,the large state farms should remain
in the ownership of the state an adequate Imasdexaikizmanagement,
Respondént believes that mechanization of the small farms has
itas good points.
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XI. POLITICAL LIFE

A. REspendent wag too young in 1948 to give any details on
this section.

B, Respondent thinks tha ¢t since the six idedlogy of the Russian
Communist Party completely contradicts that what they achelve,

the Hunagrain Communist Party can only be eld by the Russians
oty thru presgsure and force. She believes that if the Russlans
would leave Hungary,the Hungarian Commumist Party would be dis--
solved immediately. She thinks there are different es of
Communist Party members., First,there are those who still believe
in £ a2 Communist ik future and world Communism,but These are
very,very few, Then,there are those who entered the Communist
Party because they were afraid that if they were not Pargy members
they might not get any jobs,and once they have joined they cannot
quit. Respondent never met any Pary members except on officlal
basis. Regarding Party members'! attitudes toward the Communist
Party,she believes that none of them dare to criticise the Party.
Regarding the change in Party policy in the last eight years,
respondent belleves that in the beginning Party diselpline was
very strict. They were afraid of infilltration.The stréctest
disciplinary action was enforced against a Party member who dared
to revolt againat the Moscow Party line.Respondent here refers to
the Rajk cased. In the laat two years the, were alittle
bit slackened. As to dlfferences within g the Party,respondetn
doesn't know of any.

Regarding the top leaders/of the Communist Party,respondent does
not believe that they can be so mmk stupid not to see

She thinks that they are not in error,nor are they
intentional. She thinks they are after materlal galins only. The
top Commmiste are mostly people with lots of beains,so she's sure
that they are fully aware of the evils that they are doing. She
believes however,that among the rank and file members there are
quite a few whkmxare idealists who believe that Commumnist doctrines
are to benifit the human race. When Hungary 1ls independent,she
thinks the top Comminists shofld be put
a?dtgg treated as prisoners Just as they did wibh all their
vic Be

C.Respondent does fiot know of any slow-down of opposition or
demonstrations against the Communist government before the
Autum revoltulon.If so,it must have been very ¢
She heard of a fmwwxd few slow-downs by the workers in factories
and also pesasents refuiing to surrender their produce,These acts
of opposition were in no sense effective. During the new cowrse,
however,in 1056 differences of opinion were more openly voiced.
It was at this time that she first heard about Petofi Cirecle.
This Petofi Circle wmight have heen Instrumental in glving dfpsesd
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directions fc the peopla.Tha intellectuals did not hame any-

thing new to say,they only formulated the ideas everyone had

Respondent has a good opinion of the intellectuals ingenersl,and
doas not believe that they are impractical and dreamers,
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XII. APPARATUS OF ERER POWER

A,Members of the AVH were recrulted on a volutary basis. There
wdre very few who,for some reason or other,were forced to join
this force,or who were transferred to this unit .These people
imew parfectly well what they were doing and how. They were
willing to do any corrupt sct for the sake of the high an they
were receiving, Respondent had a cousin who was in the AVH prison,
anixmankndd who was tortured several times. She also had relatives
who were depobdted,She mm met a peasant wioman who joined the AVH
force and eventually had & nervous breakdoym. She wanted to quit,
but she was not allowed.She was put in prison and here she lost
her mind,Another man she knew divoreed his wife because he did
Egﬁ want his child to bear the stigma of having a father in the

It was perfectly true that Commmnist Hungary was a country of
constant anxlety and feer.This statement is not an exaggeration.
You never knew who would denounce you in your Job or in the
street or in company if someone overheard you amik make & remark

eritisizing the regime. In an independent Hungary
she would put the AVH men beforse a tribunal to answer for their
crimes, She is not for a wholesale wengeance campa against
them. The regular police force had to be rellable also,because
the Kadar regime knew that they might be needed.They are not very
competent,as far as respondent could tell.

During the revolution,there were many policemen who handed over
their arms to the demonsirators.In the attk 8th district where
respondent lived,the police headquarters handed over all the

arms they had. She saw them fighting on the side of the revolution.
Some went hhome and changed in to eivilian clothes,and some even
remianed in thelr uniforms and fought.She also saw them,sometines,
fighting against the AWH.

B.Respondent was too young in 1945 and!47,so sha cannot give
any information regarding Hungarian courtse or the activities
of the Beoples! Courts in 1645 ox ¥47,

D.Respondent does not believe that the Hungarian feelings on
the Russlan army are due to the events of 28 1848, To her mind
it must be entirely due to events in 1945,despite the fact that
she was a child,she heard it from her parents.She hesrd from
them about the atrocities committed by the Russiang troops

when theyy occupied Hungary at that time. Her attiutde toward
the Russian army has not changed.

Russina troops stationed in Hungary before the revolution were
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scared to return o Russia. They preferved to stay in Hungary
where they led very confortable and easy lives. Of course,in

a way,they became unreliable,and that's why they were called
back. It was common knowledge that Xim anyone who served in
Europe,when he returned to Russia,was sent to Siberla,
Regpondent hed a brother who knew some Russien and takked to
these soldiers. There was very little fraternization golng on
between the occupation army and the Humgarian people. The
Russian children had their own schools.Respondent did no% know
of any merriages betwsen Russian soldiers and Hungarian girls.
It was only the AVH and the political police officers who meb
the Russian officers socially, The Russlan scolders or officers
talked very iittle,and they were very ceutious in glving any
opinion.They even liked the Humgsrians in a way,as they were
more or legg unaware of how they were hated. Respondent cannot
tell if there were any difference in the atbliuded of the
officers and the enligted men,

Respondent ,her family,amd friends had no contact with Russlan
soldiers or officers during the vevolution, The attibude of the
Rusaian soldiers,ab that time,was quite amazing, They were very
much agraid,especilally of the young kids. She aleo heard of
several who went over o the Hyngarians. 0% the whole,the Russian
troops were mostly young men.She heard that the new troops had
many Mongolians among them who were oalled in aboub-November X%.
She did not hear abck Russian mt Soldlers helping ians.
She only heard that Russian soldiers refused to obey thelr
superiors in o8 much as thgy went over to the Hyngarians, She
also heard dasertions.She algo heard that the Russian soldliers
Aturned their guns against the AVH in Parliament Square on
October 23 or 24 when the shooting started there,but she wasn't
present at that time.She arrived when the figh®t wes over. She
didn't hear of eny Soviet molidiers fibhting ecach other, Spe did
not hear of anybrutality by Soviet soldiers toward Hyngerians
during the revolution,

__ There was mew much % red tape under Communist regime.Being
a teacher she,of course,had to belong to the trade union of
qualified teachers,This,in turn,depended on thefBducation
@ouncil. Her immediate superior was a headmaster of the schodl
who in twym depended on the so-called Management Councill. A
great deal depended on how the fZwmddtis lmmediate superior
felt about gou,and how he felt about the refime. lMembers of the
Management Council were,of course,Party membersgespecially in
the beginning. Later on,however,they were several who were well
qualified for that job. The headmaster in respondent's school
was a well qualified,decent man.Nevertheless,strict discipline
was enforced even toward the teachers.BEveryone had ©to be very
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prompt.Tardinegss was punished by a deduction from your pay.If
it happened too of'ten,people were reprimanded at the meetings
of the Management Council.Penalties varied from transfer Lo
dismigsal.She had trouble only with the Party Segoretary,because
she dared to complain that the school was unheated and 1t was
only 32 degrees one day when they had too little coal or wood.
The Party Secretary was rebuffed for his administration and,in
turn, turned his scorn against her.

Respondent had a cog-worker who was always very desent with her
and others despite the fact that he always sald he was an oub
and out Communigt. Very soon,this man was dismissed.

F.GEtting around regulations was commonly précticed.It was
mostly done on a Rriwsizm L{riendship basis.One gouldn't always
do it with money., However,there was certain places where it
was posgible.Bribery was pretty dangerous. You had Ho know
who and how to bribe. Officials caght doing this were
immg@dietely dismissed.

G.Respondent believes that the top Commumisis have to be
efflcient, talented,and intelligent people,otherwise, they
couldn't keep their jobs. On the other hand, they are not
honest since they know they are only serving thelr own
interests and not the interests of the people. On the other/
hand, they knaw perfectly well that they have to go along wibh
the Party line,otherwise,they would be dismlssed by Moscow.

The AVH =m men are cruel without any inhibitionsg,and some of
them are perverted.Respondent doesn't kiow anything about the
army leadership,nor about the Russian army leadership.
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ERZIRE
XIII. ASSESSMENTS FOR FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A. Respondent believes that the situation in Hungary will

not impmove in the fubture and no changes will heppen umless
the VUestern world does something.The least they could do is
to put pressure on the Soviet @o they withdraw their troops
from Hungary,because only after the Russians leave Hungary
can free eledtions be held.Such an election will solve the
whole problem in Hungary. Otherwise,everyithing wlll stay

as it is nott.There are still people in Hungary who will go

on with thelr resistance.,at least,passively,because they
have no arms. The Kaflar regime will probably move Toward a
Stalin~type tightening,because the moment they let the reins
go everything will collapse. She does not expect any move on
the part of the West,because,in her aépinion,they Seem to male
the same mistake. That 1s,they are too afraid of CGermany,more
afraid than of the Ressians. '

Respondent would not accept anything as a compromlse short of
independenca, The Poland-&ytype solution cannot be & permenent
solution., Gomulka ie also & Communist.He is what people call
him-=the 1little Tito. Without some help from the Western world
respondent cannot see how Hungery could achleve anything at ali.
However,if the West would be willing to enforce a complete
econonic blockade on the Sowiet Union,as it was hoped by every-
one during the revolution,this might proof %o be the solution.

Regarding war,nshigiramst wants war.Respondent believes that

the U.S. would never start a war,but the Soviet Unlon,whenefer
ready.has no scruples in starbting the war. The Soviet Union
doesn't care a damn 2bout the UN, sanctions or any arbitrations,
as it has proved., Therefore,the only way to bring them to heel
iz a complete international econmic blookade. No one can predict
whether internal changes in the Soviet Unlon would occur.and if
so,when and hov,
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B. Respondent says she believes, and believes that other

people inHungary, too, had the idea that a conflict between

the Soviet Union and Germany would solve the problem of Europe;
but no one believed that poor little, small, Hungary would be

the nation who sterted to pull out the foundation from under

the big Soviet Union. #ore or less, everyone believed that

the Western powers will help, not only Hungary inparticular, bui
all satallite countries, so az breek fussia'’s power and to stop -
— to put an end to Russian Imperialism. Hopes and estimates, of course,
changed during the Hevolution, but everybody was hoping until the
very last that at least an economic blockade against Russia would
be enforced.




11-F
H . 33/xav

SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOCi{IC IDECLOGY

Ao If Hungary were independent, respondent wovld like to have
a Democratic Republic. She points out that she means this in
the real sense of the word. Not like the Communists have misased
this word for democratcy.

B. An independent Hungary should mainly concentrate onm agriculture,
since the countrdy has, primafily,always been, an agricul tural
country. Over industrialization by the Communist regime has ruined
the country's economy. There are not enough of the raw materials
needed for tertain branches of the heavy industries and must be
imported. Light industry should be doubled up and continued.

In comnection with the country's agricultural production, the food
industries should be doubled-up in Hungary. Everything in comnection
with the aluminum production since the Balshik ore in Hungary is

in abundance. In agriculture, the production of wheat and fruit should
be emphasised.

If the Communist regime is overthrown, it would be foolish to switch
back suddenly to the kind of the economy which existed before the
war. Bverything should be, gradually, de-nationalized. Certain
branches of industry, should, however, remain in mmwimim the hands
of the State. For instance, the wheat farms ought to remain as they
are; since, xkxi® much better grains, etc. ean be produced if
production continues under the same methods. Besidea, the 8tate

will need an income since the TSC co-operative members should

be given back their lands, at least enough so that they can produce
for themselves and their families.

Respondent believes that the heavy industiies - tramsportation

and power works, etc. should reme2in in the hands of the State. She
also kelieves that the government should set a maximum limit to
the amount of land any one person, or family, may own. She believes
that 500 acres would be the ideal limit. No curbs should be put,
however, on the number of houses or other real estate properties
people should own.

Regarding the kind of government, respondent would like tc see in
an independent Hungary, her answer was immedistely: "By all means
the first sort of governmentd"(individual freedom, mentioned here)
“If a person is guarantesd the personal freedom and free competition
then anyone can get ahead as well as he or she can. There is no need
to guarantee jobs." She values personal fresdoms, the right to
criticize and to worship freely =~ the most important things.
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Respondent thinks that neither the communist party, nor no other
party should be outlawed in an indepsndent Hungary. This is contrary
to freedom of speech and freedom of action. After all, the last
twelve years have told the Hungarian people what Communism is,

and she is convinced that there would be very few followers of the
Communist doctrine in an independent Hungary.

C. Regarding the internatioral position, respondent would think
that ldeally an independent Hungary should follow the govermment of
Austria - that is; complete neutrality; therefore, respondent
doesn't see any necessity to have military relations with any of
the surrounding countries, nor the West - the USSR, the East
European S&ates, the rest of Surope and the USA. She wouldn't like
to see trade relations with the Soviet Union, howsver, since this
count:y has only exploited Hungary. With the rest of the world, she
would welcome any sort of trade relations.

As to cultural relaticns, if the Soviet Union is completely free
of politics, she has no objections to fostering cultural relations,
and of course with the Eastern countries as well as the US.

Regarding the Danubian federation, respondent has heard about this
problem. She bslieves that thls federation should be unpolitical, snd
only in the economic field, Jf such a federation is desirable. Whether
such a federation is possible, she doesn't know, but she would
welcome such a federation with all the States except with Roumania
and Yogoslavia, if only Yogoslavia is not a communist state.

Her feeling about MHoumania, is that in the past, as she puts it,
Roumania has never proved to be a reliable ally nor & friendly
nation toward Hungarians. As far as resoondent knows, the general
feeling about the Damubian federation is, in Hungary, people
don't believe that it could be set up within the near future. At
present everybody is scared of any sort of alliance due to

past aexperlences.

Respondent does not find Hungary's present boundaries acceptable.

She woul d welcome any territorial adjustment similar to before

the war; mincrity~ Hungarian minorities are in Chechoslovakia in great
numbsrs, and as well parts of Transalvania where the situation is the
same, should be returned to Hungary. She is concerned about the
Hungarian minorities living outside of Hungary, since, despite all
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promises, by Czachoslovakia, Houmania, and Yogoslavia, the
Hungarian minorities there were not granted their rights. For
inetance, they ¢an't use their native language. ‘he whole question
is rather important to her, as it is to all Hungarians. It is a
very deep-rocted conviction; of every Hungarian, that it was
completely unjustifiable to take away the above mentioned paris of
Hungary, waich after all belonged to Hungary for over a 1000 years.
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THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. It was nearly imposaible in Hungary, under the Communist regime,
to know for sure what happened both inside and outside of Hungary.
The newspapers were slanted to such an extent that only news that
was censored, and approved by the governmeni,was printed.

News from the free West was distorted and only that only kind of news
was printed which was derogatory. The public was fed news from the
Soviet Union and from the Satalitfes, showing that. everything is
going "just fine" in the Soviet orbit

Regarding the 20th Party Congress, of course everyone heard about
it, but only what was oprinted in the press. Hespondent heard
about Khrushchev's secret speech, but of course, dossn't know
what the contents were.

As to the Un-American Activities Committee, and Semator McCarthy
of course the Hungrrian press told the public that this committee
under Senator McCarthy was persecuting decent, honest people who
were fighting for the freedom of their country and for their human
rights. Respondent did not hear anything at all about Peron. In
fact, she didn't even imow who he is.

Rakosi's private life was not discussed in Hungary. Only,during
the Revolution did she hear about the sort of lifs he must heve
led since the Freedom Fighters found underground passages in

the villa where he lived. This villa was equipped in the utmost
luxury. Newspapers, during the revolution, disclosed all details.

Bo Dus to her age, resppmdent can only give answers regarding

her ganeral reading hablt, as of the past yearsj not during the time
before the Communist regime. She read newspapera regularly, but

did not believe them. She mostly redd magazines referring to art.
and also her own profession, teaching. As to books, she mostly read
the classics - Hungarian and foreign. She never could read the

modern translations, except if it was some sort of slanted literature-

Regarding Soviet literature, some of it was compulsory.

There were many libraries in Budapest and she could get the books which

were allowed, of course, always.
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Up to 1954, the ban on foreign literature was pretty striect. later on,
it eased up somewhat.

ent
Respond read the dziliesSZABAD IF J USAG, SZARAD NEP and also
literary magazines. The nswspaper information, however, was distrusted

by her; so were the statistics and other reports. The reason for

this distrust was that everyone in Hungary could more or less control
the domestic news, and they found out that it was usuvally untrue;

in consequence, they didn't believe amgxmz the foreign news either.
Meaning, the foreign news as printed by the Communist press. It
happened, however, sometimes when certain facts became common
knowledge, the government had to print these fects. This always
happened afier everyone knew of it.

Respondent did not read any publications from the USSR or other
satallite countries.

Respondent, her family and all of her friends read as many
publications from the West as possible. Of course, they were not

t00 easily obiaimable. The Communist Yrench papers and English
papers as well were on sale. DAILY WCRKER, C'85T SOI, For instanceo
kven these papers were read for the mere fact that they came from the
West. Respondent did not hear of any illegal publications.

There were certain books which were banned by the government, and

in the beginning this ban was strictly enforced, so the people either
had to hide, or to burn, books they had on hand., Later on, it became
easier to circulate those and everyone handed them down from friend

to friend. In fact, in 1954, they issued a new list of the banned books,

Respondent, as well as everyons else inHungary, always got news by
word-of-mouth. This was mostly political nevs-domestic and forelgn.
Such news was passed on, of course, only to reliable friends and
relatives. It wasn't easy to be sure whether such news was reliable,
but anyone believed it anyway because they wanted to believe the
news from the West. Hespondent, of course, passed on informstion by
word of mouth. It was mostly political.

F. Respondent attended the movies, theatre and opera as many times

as she could posgsibly afford. In the movies she saw French and
Ttalian pictures. Also some of sastern Cermany which were mostly
propoganda films. Everybody avoided the Russian pictures, if pos: ible.
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The Hungarian pictures were rather inferior technically although
artistically they were pretiy good. In the last two years, they
were freer from propoganda.

Regarding theatres, she usuvally went to see the so-called classics -
Hungarian and also foreign, Shakespeare, Moliere, and so forth.
Also, some of the modern plays if they were free from propoganda.
She also saw a couple of Russian plays, classies— Checkov for
example which they played extremely well. Respondent disliked the
musicals and operettas because even they were slanted, and cheap.
The Hungarian Opera, on the other hand, was really tops. ‘hey had
an excellent reertoire and wonderful singers. Hespondent remmbered
two French plays she liked best in the movies but couldn't remember
their titles. In the theatre, she liked best:"Cyrano", and two
short opers by BelaTarkos.



11-F
H 39/XVI

EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY.

Regarding changes inside Russia, respondent does not believe
that any revolution could be staged by the people of Russia, If
the frightful power between different factions within the
Soviet regime continues, and gets worse, it might so hapoen that
a revolution might be started by ome of the partles who wants to

gain the upperhand gz

Regarding the feelings of the people inside Hussia about the
Communist regine, respondent says that it is very difficult for
anyone to@my as no one has any conbtact with them. She 'does noct
believe that s gradual liberation would come about since the
Communist regime, seeing what has happened in “astern Lurope, will

not, again, slacken their reins, so only unexpected and quick action

could bring about a change.

Regarding free elections in Russia, respondent couldn't tell what
would happen.

Regarding the top leaders of Russia, their aims and motives,
respondent balieves that these can only come from megomomanis .
These leaders are smart men and have brains and it is impossible
that they could be convinced that they are convinced that they are
doing something good for the people. They couldn't lie 80 much %o
themselves.

The tussian Communists int heir own country are preaching the
doctrine to their own people, while in Hungary, the Communists are
loscowites who accept implicitly the orders from Moscow,

Bo. As to relative popularity in Hungary of the other mations in
Eastern Burope, respondent give them in the following order:
Esstern Germany, Poland, Bulgari, Czechoslovakia, and Rovmania.

Respont's opinion on the governments of these psople, and believes
that this feeling is shared by most people in Hungary. Hespondent
had no contact with Czechs, Slovaks, East Germans, etc. If free
elections, responden: does not believe that agyone would keep the
Communist regime.

Respondent believes that the highest standard of living among the
Hastern European nations is to be found in Czechoslovakia; tastern
Germany; Hungary, follbwed by Poland and then Roumania ad Bulgaria.
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C, As to events in Poland, respondent believes that

Gomulia wanted more independence than he got, but that this wouldn't
EBEEE lead to a complete break with Soviets, he gave in as to keep
himslf and his govermment in power. He is not a puppet, but he has
to compromise.

She bslieves that Gomulka's policy is a step toward national
Communism~ that is, Tito-ism. Hespondent does not believe that the
Gomulka government can give much political freedom to the people
of Poland. It may only be restricted to the economlc field .
Respondent also believes thet if Gomulka wantsto stay inpower, he
will notachieve anything more because although the Soviet may have
given in at present, it will not do so in the fubure. Her views
have not cheanged during the past few months.

The Polish developments had an effect on Hungery before the

Octobar Revolution. The Polish "thaw" has even been carried by
the Hungarian Press, and it wes followed with great interest by
the Bungarian public. During and after Oct. 1956, however, the
Polish events were dwarfed by the Hungarian Revolution. The
Hungarisns wanted to a chieve more than the Polee did, and the
people of Hungary did not want to aceept compromises. The Poznan
riots and the Pozman trials was carried by the Hungarian press, but
very much later, so everybody was more or lesz informed about it.

|
Respondent does not bellieve that the Hungarian psople would have
accepted a solution along the Polish lines. After all, Gomulka did

not achieve very much &xcept In the economic field, but even

economic and material help is not assured of reaching the Polish

people as the Soviet's will take a big chunk of it.

Do On Yogoslavias:

Respondent doss not believe that TITO is the originstor of National
Comnunism., because in her view, Hussian Comaunism is just as
nationalistic as the Yogoslav is, but of course, the “ussians don't
admit it. Tito i8 the first one who ssught independences from the
Soviet union. In this way, he is unique. Nevertheless, National
Communism is just as bad as the Hussian, or international Communism.
These are dictatorships,and economically it follow the Communis® lins.
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Tito's relations with other E=st{ Buropean maticns - Russia and

the West, are difficult to judge as he is such a turncoat. Ope thing
is certain. Russia is afraid that Tito may be instrumental in
breaking up the satsllite block by influencing, Hungary, Roumania,
and Bulgaria to bring about natiomal communism in these countries
also. Tito is also smart enocugh to exploit the West and to accept
economic help from them, for the above menticned reason.

Dur‘ng the Hungarian Revolution, Tito would have accepted Nagy
because he kmew that he also was a National Communist. Hespondent
does not believe that Tito would have accepted anmybody else, mere
to the right, so to say, because this would have weakened his own
position in his country. fespondent believes that National Communism
is just as bad as Russian Communism. Tito, Nagy, ars all in the same
category.

g
Respondent does not know how populag,Tito is in Yogoslavia. \ (France)
Regarding internal conditions in Yogslavia, she heard from fra@dsj
that the living standards, living conditions, freedom of expression
and the rest is about the same as Hungary.

E.Respondent believes that the Communists gained control of China

due to their tremendrus efforts in the propoganda field. Also, the
Communist party promised very much to the Chinese people. She does not
believe thdfixmx Chinese Comunists wouod be any more indepentent than

any other Communist country, because Russis couldn't afford to give
jindevendence. China is a hugh nation and would be a very dangsrous rival.

Concerning the relations between England and Chinaﬁ respondent says,
that this relationship vas presented in such a slanted version by
tha"Hungzarian ommunists ' press that she cannot give an unbiased
op:j."nion; also,\she know too little about thesg countries so as to give
a telationship about them.

Respondent does not approve of the Anglo-French invasion of Ecypt, but
however, it might have been necessary because Russian influence was
increasing, and in the long run, indirectly Russia could have
exercised her pressure - not only on the Esstern Eruopean countries -
but on the rest as well.
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Responcent couldn't tell why Israeli forces invaded Egypt.
She believed tha Israel couldn't have donethis on her own,
and must have had some prodding.

She doesn't think that Egypt was richt to natiomalize the canal.

After all, there was a congract to be kept and which, still had

severzl years to run. Events in Egypt, to a great extent, effected

th: developments in Hungary during the fall of 1956 - and, off the

record -~ the Russians soon found out that that the Suez problem is much
more important to the West than the Hungarian Revolution, and acted
accordingly. Respondent believes that the West vas wrong in acting e/
on behalf of economic reasons, and P9%R.ones gt that., and never A
thoughtof missing the opportunity, fact, the unique opportunity,

to exercise pressure on the Sovliet Union which, in the long runm,

would have been to the advantage of the whole world.

F. Respondent believes that living standard in Western Germany |
is very high, and this underlies why respondent believes that I
Germany, at any moment , might start the war,but only so as to

united Zastern and Western Germany, and to fight Rusai-. Also, for ‘
economic ressons. The public in Hungary was always told that re-armament

in West Germany was going omn, with the assistance of the Western powers. |
Respondent, believes that the West German Army ie not yet sironger than |
that of Britain or France, but is much better t quality regarding

equipment and the morale of the men.

She does not know how long the service is, in the West German Army.

When the German Army occupied Hungary after Vrodl War II, this
respendant was very young, so0 she cannot ssy very much about the
occupation troop-, except what she ssid she heard from her parents.

kecoging to public opinion, the German occupation force was better

liked than the Hussian one, but on the other hand, the German Occupaticn
was much short-lived, less than the Russian one, and nobody knew how

th Germans would have behaved under & long occupation. The Germa

Army was , of course, much better disciplined, both officers and
enlisted men. The Russian Occupation force was most unpopular in Hungary.



11-F
H 43/ XVI

G. Respondent doss not kmow very much about the Eritish Labor
Party except for what psople were told in Hungary, through the
Hungarian Communist Press; but she believes that the British Lebor
Party is not favorable to communism; she thinks it is moreof a

Socialist line~ run party. Regssebioagx

Regarding the living standard of various countries, respondent
gave the following rank :

Living standard highest in Western Germany, Great Britain, Italy,
Soviet Union , Grezce and Egypt.

Ho The USA.

Dur:ng her first few months in the USA, respendent was surprised,
particularly, in the fresdom of speech that could be exercised in the
States. s

{ present
Respondent believes that the actual:policy of the US ie not strbng
enough to watch Russia. The US aid should give aid, in the form of
influence, to a Communist country only that these would be used for
the benefit of the Country, and Russia would be unable to put her
hands on it. The same refers to Hungary in particular.

Since Hungarians have come to this country, respondent feels,that
the only way toachieve permanent peace would be to feel that all
ingteuamEnEk fastern countries would be independent from Russia.
For the very same reason, respondent does not think that the U3
gov 't should take up any trade, or diplomatic relations with the
Kadar govermment in Hungary.

Western visitors would be most welcome in Hungery, and should be lat in
if possibde., If this could be achieved, then it should be tourists
only - no politicians, no newsmen, netc. and would be allowed to move
around freely in Hungary. In this case, it wouldn't be necessary

to be told anything before they go there for they could see

perfectly well for themselves. Respondent believes that it is always
better not to prejudice people this way or the other. In case they
want some information zbout Hungary before they go, it should be

a new refugee who ought to give this informetion to them and espacially
the refugees of the intellectual class who could give an intelligent
and unbiased viewo
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Everybedy in Hungary would like to receive Western books and
periodicals. Hespondent believes that if these publications are
allowed to enter the country, and to be sold freely that would
be the best solution so everyone could have access to them.

Respondent feels that it would have made 2 good impressien if
Hungarian exiles had assoeciated with such activities as Western
visitors and publications.

About the Marshall plan, respondent again points out is that all
she knows is a very biased view 28 she got it through the Hungarddn
Communist newspapers which ascribed the movties of the US for
instance, as purely mercemary.

The reason why America became involved in the Korean War,
respondent believes might have been that the US wanted to have
militery basis in this hemisphere. This again is just her own
opinion as she doesn't know much about the whole guestion.

The Hungarian Communists presented this problem also, in a very
slanted way.

Jo. The United Nations certainly could have affected the whole |
situation in Hungary in 1956 had it wanted to do so. fespondent
believes that the UN moves too slowly, and also thinks that it .
gains only momently and not with enough foresight. She also

believes that the political views are much to contrary among the
member-nations in the UN, and this may well be the reason why

the UN cammot act speedily. It would have been more honest on the

part of the UN to admit that they cannot do anything, or do not

want to do - they perfectly well know that no one can negotiate with

the Russians - as the Soviel Union never means to keep any agreement

anyway. Respondent doesn't see any chance for an effective UM action

for Hungary in the foreseeable future, for the above mentioned

reasons.
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KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED PERSONALITIES,

A. Respondent could not name the greatest living Hungarian. She points
out that had there been such 2 man available, he could have assumed
the leadership during the Hungarian Hevolution in October.

B. Igrs Nagy, respondent says, is a loscovite trained Communist
who never would have rejected Communism altogether. At the time of
the Revolution, he didn't know for himself what he really wanted.
He was not the personality who could have assumed leadership.

Cardiml Mindszenty was the only man lived up to expectations. He had
a strong character and never gave in to the Communists. He was the
only one who during the Revolution warned the peovle that the newly
activated political parties should unite and pool. their forces.

Laszlo Rajk was a firm and convinced Nationalist Communist who was
the originator of the hated AVH.

Erno Gerc is a Moscovite capable of any crime against the Hungarian
nation., in order to serve his Hussian masters.

Speaking of Janos Kadar, respondent doesn't undersatnd how, after
all he has gone through — Communist jail and torture, he atill
could remain faithful to the Communist party. The only explanation
could be is that he is fearing for his own little, precious life.

2, Ceneral Eisenhower: lespondent apgain says that she only knows

of his actions as interpreted by the Communist press. Through RFE,
however, they knew sbout the President's promise to help the
captive nations. On the other hand, it is not he alone who can be
blamed for not having done so. As the leader of the American Nation
he must be immensely pppular since the people have elected him for
the second term.

Secretary-General Hammarskjold whould be firmer regarding internationsl
problems of the UN

Respondent had nothing to say about Dulles or Eden.

Regarding ér Truman, she was a child at the time when he was the
President of the US.
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3. Mikoyan. Respondent has no opinion.
b. Nehru - she thinks a smart politiclan and diectator.

c. Genaralissimo Chisng Kai-shek is an enigma to her. She doasn't
gee clearly what he really wantso

do Ference Nagy she knows was Fresident of the Small -holders Party
in Hungary end lives now in the US. She is of the opinion that he
is very much in error if he believes that his government in exile,
or himself, could ever return to Hungary and be welcome there. He
vasn't a good politician at the time he was Hungerian Prime
Minister and neither washe much liked.

e. Of former Phesident Roosevelt, she carmot say anthing.

#. Chancellor Adenguer, she says, is a very sirong politician,
and very much needed by Western Cermany.

g. Of Stalin she believes that he was the greatest evil that ever
lived on this earth. Only by sheer terror could he maintain his
State for forty years - a State and a doctrine which has no right
to live at all.

ho Mglenkov - not the foggiest notion. "What did he do?" was her
gquestion.

i. Generalissimo Franco is the only so-called dictator who is still
able to meintain his dictatorship.

jo Bevan, never heard of him.

ko Of Khrushchev she said: "There is only one word for hime.dirty ratd"

1. Of Tito she refers to her previous opinion.

m. She never heard of Peronm .

n. She believes Bolotov to be the sliest politician of the past decade,

0. OLlenhauer, she says:"Who is he?"

p. Respondent was very young in 8ifrchill ‘s hey-days and never

knew much of him; nevertheless she knows who he is and thinks greatly

of him; also, she added:™aybe in the end, he will the one who will
pull out Britain from the mess."
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ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE ACTIVITIES.

A. The majority of people who escaped from Hungary after the
Hungarian revolution were mainly those who took part in the
fighting. They were of all scocial classes, but mainly workers.
Their reason were that since they had been fighting, they were
scared that theywould be deported to Russia. The intelligentsia
which escaped came out from Hungary because they lived under
constant, sheer fear and bscause for the past 12 years they hed
had no hope for the future; on the other hand, they hoped to
achieve something by goming to the West. They had nothing to lose
anyway by leaving their homeland, except those who Wtere attached
to their land and didn't want to leave it. liany patriots stayed
behind because being Hungarian down to the roots, couldn't imsgine
how they could possibly live in a strange land. They also wanted
to serve their country by staying home. Also, there were some who
were scared to start life anew in a foreign country. Finally, the
Communists remained in Hungary alos, those who think that there world
has come z2gain.

Respondents respects everyone who remained back home in Hungary,
except, of course, the Communists. fespondent knew a young man
who came over to Austria seversl times to pick up medicines and
supnlies; he went beck bescause he felt that so much has been
lost that every man who is capsble of Rbwiimg fighting, should
remain at home, if necessity arises for him to fight again.

Respondent feels that many people in Hungary are envious of those
who had the chance and luck to flee. sany, on the other hand, are
bothered and amoyed and deaplse them for not having the guts to
stay. Respondent kimxk feels that in a way, they are right. She
feelz very strongly about it, too. Assuming, however, that they
had a chance to come to the West, she believes, that hardly anyone
would have stayed behind.

B. While in Hungary, respondenti only heard about Ferec Nagy and

other peliticians who came out st the time he did, and she has no
particular feeling about them &s at that time,she, was very young. &
Gnerally in Hungary, the people call them the ake&—crosseﬁ and '

the Com-unist press, of course, does much to discredit them.
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Respondent had no content with any organizations in exile,
or persons in exile, since leaving Hungary.

In connection with the liste of organizations and individuals

which had been given respondent, she added the following remakks.
She didn't believe that the Hungarian National Counell achieved
very mich. Of the American Hungarian Federation she heard a great
deal from the refugees, all pralsing their activities; regarding the
individuals, referring to former Prime Minister Ferenc Nagy, she
referred to her previous opinion. About Otto von Hapsburg, she heard
in Austria only, and read in the Austirian newspapers about him
declaring that the Hungarian crown should be given back to a free
Hungary. She cannot understand what he means or wants by this.

Back in Hungary no one ever mentioned him. They were only told of
the drawbacks of the Hapburg reign in Hungary. About the late
Horthy, she can't say anything that would be unbiased. So it wouldn't
be honest to give any opinione.

She is convinced that people who left Hungary before 1956, meaning
the first exile politicians, have tried to do their best for Hungary
but she really camnot tell whether they have been successful or not.
Also, they didn't have enough means or publicity to do very much for
their country.

During the Revolution, they heard over the radio, about the exiles,
who staged big demonstrations in the USA, and believed that t hey
honestly tried to do something, but they perfectly well knew that
they were powerless, and no one blamed them.

C. She knew of a young man who redefected. He was in an emigres in
1945, and returned mainly for family reasons. He wanted to see his
father again. They tried to force him to give a radilo speech and he
refused to do so and so he was imprisoned and put to trial for
espionage. He got 15 ~18 years of prison. She hopes that he escaped
during the Revolution.

The defectors came back meinly for family ressons, or they were fooled
by Comnunist propoganda. The Communists started the redefecticn
campaign because they realized that too many of their especially
qualified people, especially young men, had gone to the West; also,
they wanted to prove their own propoganda that everything is just fine
within the country and people who left for the West only fooled by
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propoganda, or taken out by force.

Regarding the results of this redefectlon campaign, respondent
eouldn't really tell, but she was sure that there were quite a
few people who went back, because many went out on the first
impulse, and after having stayed in the Austrian camps, and
having had to wait a long time before immigration, they just got
fed up and returnsd.

D, It is the duty of every Bungarian who is in the USA, or who

has left Hungary for other countries, to keep alive the Hungarian
cause. People back in Hungary would always like to know how their
felatives and friends are faring now in the United States. What are
the living conditions; what they have achieved, and what is their
future. However, they think that they should know that everywhers,
as well as in the US, you have to work for your living, and have to
work pretty hard. Life here is not as easy as is imagined by people
back home. She personally would like to do what she mentioned first,
that is - to do her utmost that the Hungarian cause should not be
forgotten.

Respondent would like to join an exile organizaticn, but only a
cultural one. .one that preserves Hungarian culture, literature,
and arts. She believes that such an organization should be made up
of new exiles as well as of the other older exiles.

Regarding various Hungarian political parties, active before 1948,
she of course, cannot say anything. Neither can she about the
parties in exile. There were too many political parties revived in
Hungary during the Revolution. They might have had the same aims,

but nevertheless, this was not good. There was no central leadership.
It was necsssary that the different parties should be formed, but it
wasunwise that they immediately sterted their activities. it was
very unfortunate that there wasn't one single Hungarian politician
who could have taken over leadership. She doesn't believe that groups
that went into exile previously should have returned to Hungary o
participate in revival of parties, since the 12 ycars they have

spent in the Western hemisphere probably them has brought them too
much eapart. Also they wouldn't have been welcome in Hungary especially
not the chief politicians -the big-wigs.
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Eo She does want to go back to Hungary if there is a change

there. She believes it was a weakness on her part that she didn't

have the guts to stay and remain while the country is dylng for

young people. She would go back to Hungary for good, if Hungary is
again free. She doesn't believe that she will ever marry in the US

but should she have any children she would want them to learn Hungarian.
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AUDIENCx REACTIONS TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

Ao Radio

While in Hungary, respondent listened to the VOA, FRE, and BBC

« She says for all stations, it was about the same - all of them
Jjammed, more or less, rather more. She listned in to the Hungarian
broadcasts several ti es a day, rather regularly. She listned to
RFE most frequently. She always told everybody she met about the RFE
broadeasts. She listned to these broadcasts at home on the radio,
either with friends oralone, depending on circumstances. She heard
a great deal about Western broadcasts at second hand.

A couple of years ago it was very dangerous to listen to foreign
broadcasts, therefore everyone was cautious add listened in with
their radios tuned down and with clcsed windows, of course. After '54
emobody took things quite so seriously. People dared to listen
freely. In an apartment house, for instance, the broadcasts of
radio free Europe could be heard - a full blast going on all day
long from the different apartments. Lven during the times when it
was dangerous, this fact did not deter psople generally. The brosdcasts
of BEC were liked for their complete matter-of-factness. News received
through the BBC proved to be more reliable. It was generally said thé
Radio Free Burope tlaks too much. Also their news material was not
quite accurate, very often not. She judged the accuracy of the FRE
news by domestic events which they had the opportunity to control,
(correction: I mean, to check). After 1955, everyone listened to RFE
without much criticism and accepted everything. During the Revelution
she was rether annoyedby RFE bscause they only heard encouragements,
but no help was forthcoming. Respondent saw many posters ind Budapest,
durint the Revolution which blamed RFE for fostering home in the
Hungarian Freedom Fighters and then failing to realize their promises.
Shewouldn't say that RFE actually incited the Hungarian people, but
the way RFE presented the West during those past 12 years , gave
cause for people in Hungary, when now, they have taken up arms to fight
freedom,mkkit th Western World would indeed help them. *hey also
believed that RFE had some authority in talking this wav.Soviet
propoganda, indeed, did allege that <FE did incite the Hungarians and
th Hungarian Revolution. Nevertheless, if RFE should continue to broad-
cast into Hungary, she said;"This question also serves the purpose that
you would like to find but where the mistakes were made, and that you
would like to amend them. Also, the Hungarian people, more than ever,

need to be informed about the Western World and events. She believes that

RFEshould be absolutely honest about everything, and never promise
anything that the Vestern World vammot fulfill. No anti-communist
propoganda is needed ever in Hunga y again. Any obvious propagands is
always unwelcome.
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Programs about life in the Western World, or European countries and
US cultural progsams, musical progrems, are most welcome.

B. Respondent heard about the end of the FEP leaflets. She also
heard about the Twelve Demands but she couldnft tell of what these
consisted of.

Co Respondent has seen Eree Europe leaflets; as a matterof fact, she
collected them herself out in the country as she taught. That was

in 1954, She immediately handed it along to others. Children in

her school also collected them. There certainly was much risk in
involved inpicking up these leaflets, and talking about them to any
one. However, it did not deter people from collecting them or keeping
thems After '54, the situation was somewhat better, and not so
strictly pznalized.

Before the Revolution, it certainly pleased people in the countryside
totsee that the Westerm world had not forgotten them. She doesn't know
of any RFE leaflets during the Revolution. Respondent believes that
RFE should NOT drop anymore leaflets into Hungary. First of all,
people do not believe anymore in RFE very much; second, it would

only involve too much risk for people who happened to find them.

Do Respondent believes that all Western groups that broadcast and
send leaflets into Hungary had the same goals., i, e., that is, to
increase anti-Soviet propogand in the satellite countries. However,
by dropping leaflets can be done to the Soviet Union anyway, and
besides the satellite nations know very well what Soviet Rule means.
They do not need any anti-8oviet propoganda.
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CHILD ReARING AND DISCIPLINE

Respondent believes that mental and physical discipline is a very
important factor in bringing up children. However, this discipline |
should never be enforced by force. It shoufd be enforced by
correctly chosen pedegogical matters — a good example on the part

of the teacher and the parents, for instance: no physical punishment
is needed to enforce diseipline. A child can be deprived of something
for a longer time, something for which he cares most or like to have.
Regarding what a child should have, respondent says "The main thing |
is to awake the interest in it in a child for natural sciences are |
literature, etc." A child must know and appreclate the beautiful in |
the world.

Treatment sannot be the same for both boys and girls., It must be

adjusted as a child grows older. It is always easier to discipline

girls than boys in Hungary. She recalls her own experience when

she was about five. She was a real tom~boy and always fighting other |
children until her parents punished her; she was not allowed to go |
out and play with them for a certain period. Or, if she was very rude

with her playmates, she had to take out of her piggy- bank some

money and buy some presents for them. So far as she can remember

among the people she knew, the head of the family usually punished

children even if they were over six years of age. Boys usually

got a good smacking from their Father; punishment usuvally varied

in the classes. It wasusually the working class who usedphysical

punishment; but during the last ten years changes did oeccur in

80 far that children in school were told that they were free individuals

and free to do as they wish; in fact, the teachers and even thecparents

used physical punishment.

She couldn't tell when, the Hungarian parents stopved punishing their
children. It all depended on the social class andalso on the children.
Punishment is not bounded, even though Communism has brought

about many changes in this respect. In fact, the authority of the
parents and the teachers was completely demorali, ed. The child grew
up into alien worlds-— that of the school and that of the family life.
It entirely depended on whether the family atmosphere was calm and

prevailed in thechild. - .
Before ‘w
¥mxing Communism, all)/Punishment was widely used inschools, especially

with boys. As formerly merlioned, this technique was abandoned
during the Communist regime.
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Tn her schools she tried to discipline thechildren by depriving
them of something they reslly caresd for, such as participating

in sports on which they were very keen. It was entirely up to the
te~cher ot invent something with which he, or she, could discipline

children.

In @ friend, respondent said that she valued most he, or she, mus®
also share the same views about the same intereste. Must confess
the same ideology and be willing to help and cooperate.

Respcndent does not believe that there have been any changes #n
a real friendship under Communism.

##



