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Respondent’s Background.

Before the Second World War, I worked for the ¢ity of Budapest
a8 a counsel. My practice was wnainly in the field of taxation.
After the war I continued my association with the city in the
same capaecity, representing the city wostly in connection with
crimes committed by the cmployees of the eity, wth::;e against
the city by other people. Between 1950 and 1952 I dia legal work
in the industrial department of the ecity. Ffrow 1952 to 1955 I
was legal couusel to three city snberprisss, nawely those of

heating techniques, heating instalment aznd building demoliaskment.

The plight of the lawyers.

According to the Communist conception, there is no need for
exploitationin a democratic country. Therefore, the purposs of
the regime was to do away with the independent legal profession,
which they regarded & form of sxploitetion. Tha lawyers wers
ccmpelled by various pressures (high taxes, threats ete.) to

Join the Work Communities. For instance, you could not be s
“efence lawyer in a political case if you weren't a meuber of the

Works Communitipe.

The training of ithe lawyers.

As a result of the Communisis' policies, you could hardly find
any candidate for the Law Academies during the years from 1950
to 1952. The Communists had established four such Academies for
the training of prosecutors. Oune was in Budapest and three were

in the country (EGER, VESZPREM, KESSKEMEZ). They took only good
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discussion, mostly on Marxism and Ieninism and the Party Line,

¥ork Comawmities.

Originally, the Work Communities for the lavyers were established wunder
the auspices of the BEar Association (ﬁa!"ﬂ kazara), ZEach lawyer,
Joining the cooperative, had to contribdute his work, his contacts
(“clientéle®), office furniture gnd equipment, Bach Work Comwunity
employed about 8 to 20 lawyers, one or two candidates for lawyers
(Ugyvédjeldlt). eoretically, the leader of the Work Community and the
members had to agree on the admission of new members, In practioce,

however, the leader determined this =>
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question after clearing the matter with the Bar Association
(a ﬁ;;i;;ember commitiee was organized in the Bar Association
to rule on questiors of admission of new members fo the Work
Communities). I was over sixty years of age,and, therefore,

I could not join.

Lawyers' Fees in the Work Communities. =

Usually one of the lawyers in the Community and a gecrete.r‘;:L 2]
@;Eizkn were in charge of the book-keeping. 30% of the total
monthly income had to t2 paid into the Bar Lssociatioﬁ: 13% :;a
used for current expeuses (upkeep, rent etc.) and 60% of the
income was divided amcng members of the Community according to

8 scale and the degre: of their participation and work in

connection with the case.

Clients and Cases.

A client, wishing 1o hire a lawyer in the Community first of

a2ll had to talk t¢ the leader of the Community. The leader
would then decide whether the Community would take the case

or not. Being ustully a trusted member of the Party, the leader
refused Yo take amy political cases unless it was ;é;;;;i:ﬁth
the Perty and the Bar Association which was the mouth-piece of
the Party. If the leader refused therelddgnd to take hézicaae,
of coursefthere was nothing that the client could do about it.
He could not hire zny other lawyer, because only lawyers in the
Work Communities could represent political cases.

65 to 70% of the cas:s before the Courts were criminal cases,

whereas 25 to 30% were eivil cases. Out of the criminal cases
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50% were political ::Eﬁi: and 50% concerned regular eriminals.
Most of the civil cases,on the other hand, dealt with divorce,
alimony, maternity and the support of illegitimate children.
Probate cases were rare, the Orphans' Office (ihvaszﬁk) was
abolished. Instead, in each district of Budapest, an official
was in charge of placing the orphans into State-run Kindergarteas

or other institutions.

Types of Punishment.

The new criminal code and eriminal procedure, which were the
creation of: Erik Molnar, Séndor Feri, Jbzsef? Domonkos, Istvan
Fri%%& and Jénos Beér, had done evay with the old types of
punishment, only prison punishmen! (from one day to life) and
capital punishment remained.

The new class law did completely tway with the freedom of de-
fence, it abolished the independerce of Ceurés and from that
time on the individual fell prey to the whims of the State,
both in the fields of criminal and eivil laws.

Under the new Communist system, it was a duty of the defence
lawyer to emphasize the aggr@vating circumstances in connection
with political trials. Also, it was his duty to strese the
class position of the individual, J:;qﬂthe Judgment hac to deal
at great length with the class origin of the individual eriminal.

It was immaterial whether the accused committed the crime as a

erp d‘ > M""/T-
simple, unskilled labourer or as a night-watchman, the  Sudafog
_ t " ectupat
and sentence were given and adapted to kis class origin?*n«ﬁ bt ko b

In every sentence, the property of a elass alien as well as ihat
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of his members of family were ordered to be confiscated. The

class alien was also deprived by the sentence of the exmercise
rights 15

of his political keigkits. He was ordered leave his residence

(deportation) and as a result of the latter, he also lost his

apartment, If the accused happened to be a lwyer, a doctor or

an engineer, the sentence usually also deprived him of his

licence (sometimes for a definite period, other times for good).

The accused was not allowed to contact the members of his family.
If he received a sentence of five years or more, he could only
see & uember of his family once every half year and he could write
one lotter every three months.

Theoretically, it was possible to be released after you spent a
certain time in prison, however, this was rarely applied to
political criminals. Political ericr?aals were tried and sentenced
tehind closed doors and the judgment and sentence were only
communicated with the convicted people.

A separate kind of“punishment was the so-called internment.

-f they could not bring a charge against you, for instance if

you went to sese a mov%g vhéshrehawaﬂ at the British or American
Logat:g;:v;?rgou{;e;d ;‘;;ﬁef there, you would be arrested by
th¢/AVO and then interned for an indefinite period of time. Such

concentration camps for internment purposes were in Kiaturﬁaa,
A

s
Jéazgerény, Ra?aek and in the Coal Mines of Dorgg and Tata.

Organization of Courts.

K
The old Courts of Justice, the ¥uria (the highest Tribunal) and

the Ité13§z{b1a¢ (Courts of Appeal) were abolished. In their place
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Z
the (é;gfelaobb Birésdg) and the County Courts (g;gyei
Birbsag) were organized. The presidents and presiding judges
of these Courts were all Party members who met every Saturday
ata&ohu4

and gave,a matual account of the trials or cases in progress.
The president of the Legfelsobb Birdedg was Sandar Ferifand, the
Attorneyseeneral was Jozsef Domonkoa, who, incidentally, was

i
the former defence counsel :£ Rakoiﬂi

Jjurisdiction

The Fdvarosi BirUaag, which had @ special FTekS¥EXIEESN in
political cases, had many notorious presiding judges on its
bench. Among the most nnto%ious were: Vilmos O0lti, Béla
Jonas, Jend Tutsek, Tibor éﬁﬁﬁi Bbla Saride and Ference Kiss.
All of these presiding judges were Party members. They were
wearing the badges and insignia of the Communist Party and they
were trying to ovarqéét each other in their inhumanfand cruel
penalties they imposed.
Each sentence which was handed down by the presiding judges and
the lay assessors could be appealed by the publie prosecutors if
he was a Party representative found the sentence too mild. Thus

as a nore
it frequeg}ly happened, om-dherbagis of the public prosecutor's
aotlon,ka re-trial was ordered and the accused was sentenced to
life imprisonment in lien of the former four or five years
imprisonment.
Courts are no longer separated into Civil and Criminal Courts.
Both the civil and the criminal cases are handled by the same
Courts. The Court of the lowest instance is the Ker.t;lebi

Birdsag in Budapest and the Jirdsbirdsdg in the country. The

former Tﬁrvényszék became the Fovarosi Biréség in Budapest and

ﬁﬁhwn,
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the Megyei Biroség in the country. FProm the Keriileti Birdsdg
in Budapest you ~ould appeal to the Févirosi Birdsdg and from
the Jarasbirosig in the country, you eould appeal to the Megyei
Birégég. From the latter }here was no appeal except in eases
where the ;udgment rasim"fn violation of the law or, where
the publi: prosecutor appealed the casge. Upon appeal, the highest
Tribunal could either alter the judgment and the sentence or
order & new trial.

The Fouarosi Birosag and the Megyei Birdsdg also acted as fousfh
"in th: first instance" in connection with cases affecting the
defence of the State and the social order, in cases where

damag:s amounted to more tham 50.000 forints; in Patent and
Copyright mattefs and in cases of ;awauits against cooperatives
or State enterprises. Suéh cases could be appealed to the highest
Triburnal.

In vach Court there was an A,.C,S. (Allami Vallaiuti Csoport,
Stage eaterprise Section ) organized. The task of this section
wae to examine from t'e legal point of view the contracts
coneluled between State enterprises. In questions, affecting

the “ﬂﬁlfilment on time" of contvacts for shipments, there was

a Déhtgﬁizotta;é (Arbitration Committee) organized both in the
Covnties and ir Budapest at the City Council.

I military cises, the Honved Biintotd Tﬁrvéhyazék, was the Court
o’ the firs! instance and the Legfibh Honved Tﬁrvényazék was the
Court of ‘he last instance.

Parsonne’. Lol
flL- ¥ 5%
The attoiney general was hﬁgpdbked by the Communist Party and
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his appointment was rubber-stamped by the Parliament. Under
his jurisdiction there was & hierachy of publie prosecutors,
both political and regular. Those old-time prosecutors, who
were retained by the regime, were only allowed to do office
CSeS .
work, but could not try thssie.
At the Courts, the political observer from the Party was usually
in charge of the personnel. In the trials, in addition to the
presiding judge, there were two lay assessors in the Courts of
the lowest instance,ami At the Megyei Birdslg anaafthe Fovdqrasi
Birdség you had three judges, when the Court acted as a Court of
the first instanne}and vou had three judges and two lay assessors
in cases where the Court acted as a €ourt of appeal. The lay
assessors were assigned by the Minister of Justice on the basis

a.
of Wwe, list submitted tc the Ministry by #he various State

enterprises.

Respondent's remarks concerning Nationalization.

A1l cooperative apartments and houses, consisting of more than
four rooms, were nationalized in February 1952. Since 1953, ;m
all nationalized houses and spartments, you had to pay your rent
to the K.I.K.(Kbziileti Ingatlankezelds Vallalat). The Ministry
could make exceptions irueounnsction.with-he mationsiizatism in
cases of actors, &clresses and acrobats. In regard to the non-
nationalized cooperative apartments, you had to pay no rent, but
you had to pay maintennnce fees to the K.I.K. irrespective of
whether there were any repairs to be done or not.

In general, amal#holdings of land were not nationalized, but

you couldn't buy land, you could only lease from?brivate person
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or the State .

Inheritance of money was permissible, but there were only a
very few probate cases. The proceedings were free of tax if
there was no real property involved. If there was a dispute

in regard to the will, the case had to he brought before the

"K&zjegyzsk where the settlement was madn. The settlement then

had to be approved by the Court.
No death certificate could be issued watil the personal identity

card was returned to the State authorities.

Ratings.

Respondent seem: d to be very helpful and szemed to have a great
deal of information. However, it appeared “o this interviewer,
that the information given wasn't always coirect.



