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(Interviewer's Note: This is a B~type interview with a person
who was ective in 2 kinds of illegel activities. Excent for the
nanes of some Communist leaders all other names mentioned in the
text are fictitious. The essence of the interview was supported
by certzin documents znd proofs shown by the respondent to ne. )
To understand my activities expiained bvelow I have to
mention that I had many good ressons to be filled with
a hatred against the Communist system. All members of
my famlly had to suffer from one form of Communism. Iy
mother who received pension from the Hungarian state
railweys was deprived of the pension in 1946 or 47.
Although her children supported heﬁ,the financial dif-
ficulties contributed to her death in 1949. liy sister
was attacked by 2 Russian soldiers right after the li-
beration and as a result she bore a child out of'wed-
lock. Ily brother was an army officer in the times of
llorthy and wes teken over by the new ermy in 1945. In
1950 he was arrested by the Ililitary Politicsl Depart-

ment. It is not known to us what ha»pcned to him. I

saw hia once in 1952. After that he disanpeared and he |

was declered dead »nd his wife remerried. Added to this
werc my own occupetional difficulties I had to ex-

perience. llaving wozlked in the freight forwarding busi-
ness,I became an indenendent freight forwarder in 1945.
I was able to carry out my business for almost 6 years.
In August 1950 an order of the Hinistry of Transporta-
tion forbadeﬂ to the state business concerns to use

J? e f

private - e forwerders. This put us almost out of

business’and the last afwhe was only a metter of a few
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months. In Januery 1951 the remaining private freight
forwarders were called into the Iinistry of Trecns:orta-
tion where Brieazoljthe Deputy Hinistcglinformed us
that our licence of trade had been revoked. iie were
not permitted to continue our business but eccordin
to the existing law we had to settle our affairs with
the tax office. I visited the tax office immediatély
and notified them bout the liquidation of my business.
At that time the tax office told me that I ove '‘paid my
taxes with 2000 forints. I was very glad to receive
that news since I thought that with the aid of my sa-
vings I'kl be able to support my family. In the summer
of 1951 I received a special delivery summon of the
tax office which told me that I owe 28 000 forinfs to
the state out{3§hg§_iiaﬁ1&Q%EEHEEEEEEEB\EE_qug;qﬁ@gf}
Nothing else could be done but I had to pay the money
as demanded by the tax office. Together with hhe puni-
tive interest I had to pay almost 30 000 forints which
took up all my savings. In the mean«time I had to

find 2 job and with my past as a capitalist it was
rather difficult to find employment. Ip the soring of
1951 I became an unskilled worker with an electrical
factory in Budapest. A few weeks later I was able to
Secure a job as leader of the transportation system

with a construction firm working at Sztalinvaros., IN
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spite of the fact that T had to work outside of Buda-

pest and far from my family}I was glad that I wes able

to return to my o0ld line of occupation. However, Ex% a

few weeks later I was called by the personnel department
of the construction firm and was told that I am unreliable
because of my past and have to he fired as the leader

of the transportation system. However, I was retained

ag an unskilled worker. I kent that job up to the end -of
1951. In Januery 1952 I was hired é: the freight for-

warding man by the Igazsagugyi Lpitd Hivatal which later

became nemed Komifseowemsld-timess) and I stayed in that
job up to September 1954, This firm was X owned by the
ministry of justice znd was supposed to give employment
to the prisoners of the prison system. %fwas vretty
much tied in with the forced labor system that existed
in Hungery in those times., The system of work of this
firm will be detailed later on. By the time I became

an employee of this firm I was aetive in thellegal
religious educational system for quite a while.

It happened in 1948 or 1949 that I becanie acquainted
with & certein Eukhmiiexfakker Jesuit father, The Jesuit
father was living in one of the snall cities of the
country which I had to visit on & business trip almost
every week for one or two days. /e hed meany common
friends so at the tine of our first meeting we became

rather good friends. From this time on I visited him

vhenever I ceme imxkjs to that city and being in the
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freégght forwarcing business I could do some services

to hin. I have to mention the fact that coning fron

a mizxed merriage I was of Iutheran religion, but aftef
the feath of my father I would go with my motherinto
the Catholic church. Althoush ny format conversion to
Cztholicism haypened much later, the Jesmit father
accepted me as a Catholic right away. In 1949 the Jesuis
father tried to orgenize the Catholic youth of his

city into a aﬁ-uzf” organization which was supposed to
be & replacement of the o0ld boy scout movement. In 19501
about the same time when religious education was removed
from the curriculum of the schoolgithe Jesuit father
came to live Lo Budepest. He began to orgenize the
illegal religious education. When I lesrned of his pla%
I imnediately offered my help 5o him and from this |
tire on I part: cipated in the religious education up

to ebout 4he September ef 1954, In 1950 when we began
our viork we realized that it was dangerous. However,

at that time i3 weas not s;i%%éﬁgiy illegal. About the
end of 1950 or at the beginning of 1951 certain new
regu’lations concerning the church came out and the
Jesult Order wos dissolved by she state. From that time
on, our work became obviously illegal and even the
Jesult father vho was the head of the whole work lived
for a while in #llegality. When our work started in the
spring of 1950 quite a few parents approached the

Jesult father asking him to give certain religious
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education %o their chiildren. At the same tirme scme uni-=

<

ersity students came w! o were interested in a religious
study circle or in any kind of group which carries on
religious work. I have to add that at thet time I had
quite a few acquaintances among the university students
2o T b
because of my.universityfgégﬁeo Starting from those
years up to its dissolution in 1948 1 haeg been active in
tre sport club of the university students called
Beac. For the purpose of the work we orgenized the
yeuth into so-called circles which were actually the
imitations of the patrol of the boy scouts movement. The
circle consisted of 4 to 8 youth and each of them had
& leader. The cirele leaders were all lasymen, some of
them university students and other ornes grown-ups like
myself. For our own use we callzd the cireles excursion
cireclzs, but we refrained from vutting down any charters
or surict nules. There has never been any formal
orgenization. Since our work besan ir the spring the
werk was done on Sundays during excursions into the
wcuntains of Buda. The leader of a circle met his mem-
bers at some streetcar station or some other point in
the mountains and then the whole circle moved into a
remot2 and deserted part of the mduntains. There the
fcrenoon was dedicated to our main program which con-
LS (e
sisted of é&é%ei of catechetical teaching, of moral
discussions and of discussion of our readings. The

afternoons were spent with play and in the evening we
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returiaed home. Vhen fal%,came O1r excursion progrem
ccuid not be carried out. Howevar, we wanbged tc hold
the nsetings in some private apartmerts and particularly
ir. onz building of Budapest which we eould use snd where
we could meet. 3ince the number of the members of one
cirels never exzeeded Q,ﬁhe nmeetings cculd be cerried
ovt withou: becoming conspicuous. Right from the be-
gimmiag we hed sreat difficultiss in findins the meterisl
necessary Lo our religious education. Religious school-
bcoks were noi available. In 1950 we still could find

a few copies of the ~»satachism, but scon sfter even +his
scurce became 2xhausted. Ve had 5 felv copies of the
becoks of Toth Tihamer and for the meeting of the students
we used the current Catholie nevspapers and mageazines
published in Hungary. This was eltogether a rather
meagre material. So about the end of 1950 we decided

tc prepere a speeial paper for the lecders of the
circles. Thie paver became called the way in Hungerien
az ut. It was a type-written paper prepared in 1.2

copies only =nd each cony consisting of sbout 15 to

1& type-written pages. Buach issue of the parer con-
sisted of 3 vartg. In the first part we gave cateche-
tical teaching, moral discussions and other texts be-
lenging strictly 4o religious education. The second

pert zmnski consisted of foreigzn news., However, we

never published any pogitical news or any news item

teken from the foreign radios. e tried to describe the
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l1ife in the Vestern countries, rerticularly in Anerica
such &s the 1iic of the studente, sports end ktam ath-
letics and sinmilar items which might be of interest
for the youth. Finally the third par’s of the »narer
consisted of ctors stories and reetry end the main eim
wes to give good Catholie reading in it. Altogether the
paper gave meterial for several vieetingsd 1t would
heve been zood to have it published every month, how-
ever, we never achieved it. Usually we were able to
prepare a new issue in every 2 or 3 months. The pavers
were given to the leaders of the cireles orly but not
t¢ t he nembars;and tie leaders were supposed do use
them during their progrem. It wae & general y»rinciple
o' the paper as well as of our program that we did

for
not vant to incite the youth againgk any =zgx action
againnt the systen which woudd endenger their freedonm
or their family. The mein ein was to give religious

2cucation, but not to orsanize a resistence movement.

Az en additional point to the orgenizetion I heve to
mention that oaly the leaders of the cirgles met the
Jesuit father aad the leaders met him in small groups
of 2 or 3., I have never net &ll the leaders and I

den't know exachbly how nany leaders or how many membsars
were in the orginization. I thik we had never more
Ghen 20 or perhaps 25 cirecles working at the seme

tive, although [ understand thet over the 4-year veriod

about 90 eircla leaders varticisated in the whole work.
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lloet of the menbers were in school age. There were
alvays 2 or 3 circles for university students and fi-
nally there w: s one for working youth. I was the leader
of & ecircle consisting of university students. Con-~
cerning the recruitment of the members I can give you
one examples One sumaer I had 5o spend a day in a city
on a business rip. The next moraning I attended the
2.30 mass. I ilmmedictely noticed a group of young men
in the church and among them I discovered an acquain-
tance of mine from the sport clud of the university
students, After the mass we had a little talk and I
lezrned that shese young men had just been discharged
from their summer militery service and hefore returning
home they wanied to attend mass. In such a way 3 mem-~
beres of this group beceme lafer interested in our work.
'y involvemens in the other illegal activity came by
another incident. On Christmas Zve 1951 an old friend
of my family aovpeared unexpectedly in our apartment.

le was the husbard of my wife's childhood friend and
we knew him for many gears. In the 01d system he was

a ceptain of She general staff and in the following
context he will te referred to as the ceptain. Before
1951 we have not seen him for several years so his
sudden appearance came rather uinexpectedly. He asked

us whether he could spend the aight with us. Although

I sensed immediately that scmething must have been

wrong with him, it was imnossible to turn down his re=
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quest on Chrisimas Ive, He o ayed with us for 3 days
and curing the conversation he told us that he was

working for an Ameriean 8Dy organization and he had
bzen erossing the Hungarian-Aust»ian border several

tines. Some tirie later I le 2arned that he was in connec—

tion with the CIC., After @hristmas the Captain dis-

f'!

apreered and T did not see hir until April 1952 when
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s again. From then on he re.-
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cered from time to tire and syent one or two days

f
T
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with us, then he disanpeared again. He visited us per-
hz2ps 5 or 6 tiries o Jear arriving each time late at

nicht and leaving early in the morning. From this time
01, £ certain cooperation became established between

use He brough® me American nagazines and other news

i%ems which I could use in our paper The 'Yay. On the
osher hand I geve hin certain daia concerning my place
work the Xemd and sgbout +that part of the forced

labor system that I could see at my place of work., He
told me thet bLe wanted to make use of the information
recelved from ne and I volunta arily furnished my data.,

Az mentioned abovs I was worl ting at the Xoni which was

& business firm for organiz zing the work of the »risoners.
I was subordinsted to the 7th chief devartnent of the
iIinistry of Interior. The leader of this chief denart-
mont was Garaseny Rudolf and its deputy was Virag lliklos,

L7 ey

Jrif—
Licutenant-Col-nel., Both of them were the ggeaﬁ 2mi-
Ay

nenees of the forced labor systen in Hungary. Garaseny
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Ruldelf was a Jevwisa fellow from Ungvar who fought with
the Russian partisans during the wer. In his office
foeql,
he was the %?* cuy who threatened everybody with sabo-
tazge end arrest. I don't know very much zbout his de-
puty Vireg Lidklos. I think he wes one of those opportu-
nists who Jjoined the Communist Party after she war only.
A zcocd friend of theivs was Blitzer Armin who became the
chief accountani of Komi and actually ran the whole busi-
ness. He represented the Party line in the business.
The Xomi itsel” was divided into several enserprises.
It oo?prised, for exemple, 4 prison farms. One of them
was g'Bernatkut near Sz#alinveros, another one was at
Anneme jor near Xapolnasnyek, the third one was called
Allempuszte neor to the railway mkatsm station of Ha»tdy,

and finally Nesyfa near to the city of Szeged. Further-

nore the Komil was in charge of several mining enter-

.

prises

7 §or exanple, of the quarry at Komlo. Forther-
more it worked in sorie mines of Dorog and in Yata-

banyag. It was in comnlete charge of the mining operations
of Oroszlanbanya snd to further mines nesr to 'liskolc.

An another departnent of the Komi there was a 4. Y

end drawing instrument factory in the nrison of Vacal
All these entersrises were worked with the prisoners
and deportees. At that time I was lesder of the %rans-
pertation department{?n Hungeria, Szalli@asvagg@ﬁ)with

the Komi and I had to visit the different enterprises

pretty often. I had information concerning the number
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of risoners viorking in each enterprise, concerning
working conditions and many other details. I geve such
information to the Captain as mentioned above. In the
course of the year 1953 the Cantein mentioned that my
information furnished the basis for certain articles
about the MHungarian TForced Lebor System published in
different German newspavers. In one case he meée some
notes in German laguage a2bout the information T gave
hin. By chance he left those notes in my apartment where
they got mixed up with my old papers. The notes found
by the police in 1955 were the basis of the cherges
against me during my second trial. In November 1953

I was promoted in nmy giob and became chief of the ware-
house of the Fomi. I took charge of the warehousa’on
Novenber 18th. About 4 weeks later one of the managers
ceme to me and told me that different materials ih

the velue of 400 000 forints are missing from the ware-
house. I immediately took stock in the whole wershouse
and at the end of it I found a shortege of slmcst

1 1/2 million forints. I immediately prepared s de—
tailed report on the shortage and pointed out that since
I was in charge of the warehouse for only 3 weelis, a
shortage of such a rresat asmount must be attributed to
my »nrececessor, I submitted this renort to one of the
menagers nered Cilcer Egon. I submitted it just bvefore
Christmas and for a while I did not receive any onswer,

Orn a2 Tvesday morning in Januery 1954 I went to my office




rather digsturbed since the Captain wes living at my
place again, Shortly after 9 o'elock Cilecer came over
to my desk ang told me that = should so over to the DO-
liee for a hearing concerning the shortege. It was a
strange thing indeed. I walked over from our 6ffice to
the police =t the Andrassy ul alcne end renorted there
in the room as told by Cilcer. Ttere I wgs told to wait
and my heering bezan in the afternoon only. About
8 poite X was told that I was arrested snd should stay
hiere for a while. After three dsys of hearing it be-
cene clear to me that the police did not know of my
illegal activities, The nolice did not even g6 to my
epertment and 4id not find the Ceptein there., The po-
lice was interesited in the shortage of the warchouse
only. They cherséd me wisl stealing material but nothing
else. [y conscience wes clear concerning any stesling
from the warehouse and I tried +to explain that during
the short time I epent in the warehouse, I simply
could not steal meterials in the value of 1 1/2 mil-
lion forints. %he hearings lzsted for about 3 weeks
and I could stand them only with the support of con-
aedh..
stent proyer. When returning to mys%éf zfter a hecaring,
I »reyed a2lways for a Isng tire. During those nichts

when I was pernitted to sleep I avekened myself at
Y wd 0 r

dawn prayed for onc hour &ng more, I have to mention

that I was arrested in Budapest, but after 3 days I

was transferred to the jail of Sztelinvaros because
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the warehouse with the shortage was located “shere. It
was the warehousé of the construction firm o2 the

Komi which did construction work at sztaliavaros. The
Jeil in Sztelinveros had one sreat advantege over that
in Budepest, it had windows in the cell. After 3 weeks
of hearing one night I prayed for & lonr time. At the
end of the prayer the Holy Virgin sppesred before me
and announced thet I will be free onm the same day.

Next morning I was led to the AVO captain who 7as in
charge of ny hearing. At thet time he nad the é%;éégﬁE?/

FAY

cerds and receiving slips oxn his desk and‘being in a
nermitted
good mood he even Rarkif me to look &t them. When
looking at the vouchers I suddenly got the ides that
the bookkeeping devzrtment had made a mistake snd had
charged our warehouse twice with the material received.
Since the shipning cards showed the nunmbeyr of the de-
livery slips as well a3 the number of the railway box
cers 1n which She material was shipped I could prove
my point in & very short tire. By noontire even the
ceptain had to see that there was no shortage at all
in the warchouse, but a mistake »f the bookkeeping de-
pertment. Lxcent for a shortage of something like 200
forints we ®mizmre could clear up the whole amount of
1 1/2 million Torints. On the same afternoon I was
led to the capjain again who announced that I was
conditionally “ree and I can &0 home. I sot home on

Jenuary 274h, 1954. About % months leter I had to
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stend trial bessuse of fhe snorsaze ¢f 200 forints and
were sentenced o a carcless handling of goods for 6
monthe in jail, The senience was zonditional, so I was
freed and I wes not supnosed to serve 1%, After my arrest
I took a few ¢ays off, but in February 1954 there was
nothing else lst for me but to »=turn to my job at the
Koméo On the gocond day afser ny rceturn to wor%,l cane
across the officilal mineozrashed press relsase of the
linistry of Interior where I saw a 1ittle item saying
that through long yezrs of constant cheating I caused

a demage of 1 1/2 million forinis to the socielistic
economy and the press release expressed its hope that

I will not evoid the gallowses. I immediately rang up
th2 office of Caraseny and protested asainst the press
release. The release was indced suppressed and never
published in the newspavers. I became more snd more
disgusted with my work at the Komi since the iype of
worrk could not te liked by a normal vsrson. In onge case,
forr example, I tad to go out to the Gyujtofugha&,of Buda-~
pest on some official errand. It was Satuwday afterncon
at 2 o'eloek and I had to witnees the execution of a
deathisentence. At another occasion when I was officielly
in the central prison of Budenest I eould see by charce
my own brother who was there on a trial at that time.

iy brother later on disappeared and very likely died

in his prison. I wanted to leave ny job end at the same

tine to give up my illegal ectivities. About Baster
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time 1954 the Capsain appeared ir our apartment again.
At that time I told nim that I d4id not want to maine
tain eny more connections wish him and that he should
nos show up &' our place in she future, Thet was the
last time I sew him sivnce he did not show vp later on
during our trisl. About the same time I began to with-
draw from the religious education too. The work still
went on under the leadership of the Jesuit father., Dut
alter Sentember 1954 I had rothing more to do with it.
In the summer of 1954 when the situstion wes generally
relaxed I could leave ny job with the Komi. I had to
spend & few weeks with finding a gew job, but finelly
I Zound one in the transoortation departmert of the
Szovosz. This firm was in charge of providing the po-
rulation of the villages with building material and it
had a lerge trensmortation ¢epartment., I wcerked there
for more than z year urp to my arrest. Durirg that year
I did not pariicipate in any illegal activities but
1:7e@ like every ordinary cistizen lived. Ir. the night
0" October 5tli, 1955 the AVC arrested ne ir. my anart-
ment. Mrost I was taken to the AVO house ir the
Cookonay utca end a few days later I was transferred
to the prison in u uteé where I stayed for about 6
months. It is not necessary 4o sey very rmuch about the
hearing. The wnethods of hearing were the scme every-—
where. I received stimulating drugs of the Aktedron

tyne and I could not sleep for nights. Perhaps the
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vorst part of the hearing wes that I was supposed to
prepare long-writsen autohicgraphiesfat leest 10 of them
which were suvnposed to be prepared over night. It was
an ingenicus system to deprive the prrigoner of his
s.eep and to toriture him ove: night. I was told for
exzample, that I must write without any inlerruptions
up to 8 a.m, and was told trat thLe guard will watech me
a.1l the tire that I should rot stop. Soon T realized
that the charge apgainst me was esvionage and the mat-
ter of religious instruction did not come up at all. I
think the police did not know of it and I did not want
to mention it. At the time of the hegrings it became
c_.ear before me'that the police had rounded up quite
a few persons who were in connection with the Captain,
but did not captwre the Ceptain hinself., Ls everybody
els3e would do under such conditicns first I tried to
deny of having sny connections with him ard I tried to

YT omk the faet thet he had used different
allases. Pinally I signed the corfession that 1 had been
in contaect with him and had giver. hin certsin infor-
metion concerning the Komi. The cfficial transcript of
the chzrges of the stete attorney were given to me
or. April 10th. Then I learned trat 22 of us were
arrested as a spy ring., The Captain himself was not

euzht by the police. I understard that at the time
o1 the arrest he was in Austria s=nd never returned to

Mingary again. I understand thet he is still alife
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AS en interesting point of the offieidl chiarge I want

to mention that we were charged of cerrying oud
espionage in the favor of Greaet Britain. As fapr as =
know the Tact vas that the Captain was in conneetion
with ecertzin Anericsn bersons but not with English ones,
I etill don't Imow whether “his jeculisr isen was due

> en error of the volice or it wes a part of sone |
plenned propagenda of the Communists. The 22 persons
named in the charges were accused of heéving trans-
mitted military and other information to the Captain,

I wes the so-celled accused of second rank. According

t> the official cherges I gave informetion concerning
tie work of the Kgmi and submitted those informetions

t> certain German newspapers such as the Z6lnische
Z:1tung and the Stddeutsche deitung. I was cherged of

having furnished the material of 32 artidles over a

pariod of 2 yeers. I should mention that I never wrote
23y article for those bapers, hovever, the information
oz at least some of the informet-on of the paper might
have originated with me, lloreover, as I mentioned thre
police found certain notes in German languege in my

EIRREEIN apertnent and qfter tkis evidence I had to

‘mike & confession. “he trial wes held behind closed

doors and lasted for & days on April 12 to April 15%tn,
1956. It was a ridiculsus thing %o try 22 persons ir

4 days. One accused wes heard foix an hour and sometimes
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for an even shorter tine. The charges of the state
attorney were read and each of us.was suposed to say

e few tines yas. If we tried to sey anythin ela% the
shaingaxn? chalirman of the cowrt: interrupted us. After
4 days the sentence was announcedl. I was sentenced %o
dz2ath znd thi: was the only death sentence in the whole
teial, The other accused naople received jail and 2 of

taem were zcquitted. On June 5th our case came up be-=

fore the Suprere Court. We were 1ot present at thst
tirie but I was notified the next day that my death
s:zntence was avoroved by the sup-eme court. As in-
structed by the prison directog,I immediately apolied
for leniency. lly petition for lenienecy did not receive
a1y ensweér, but in the month of July I became ill and
was transferrcéd in the prisoners’ hospital at

ibsonyi ut ant a few weeks later to the prison st Vae.
I was already in Vec when in Seniember 1956 I was
02ficially notified that my death sentence had been
trransformed into 15 yesrs of prison. In October 1956
tae prisoners ¢f Vac were relessed. It was on

Oztober 27th lete in the afterroon when I could leave
the prison. Trezins were not rorming, =0 I begzan to
wialle home. After many calanities I resched my apart-
m:nt on the next day heving welked most of the road
f:rom Vac to Budapest.

I wanted %o leave Hungsry irmediately, but my wife

onposed this plan. This is why I stayed in Budapest
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far % nmore monihs, Those were hectic months. Our apart-
mant was iscated on the Ferenc korut and was very bad-
1y demaged during the Revolution, Vie pebullt it. We
even received some bvenefits fron the Kadar system. The
Kidar zovernment g%ﬁred all the Helongings pawned by
t e pavnbrokers to be reiturned to their owners wilihe-
oat any payneﬁto Thet was a great benefit for us, since
s 3w
daring my prison“i my wife had pawned almost every-
thing she could. I even returned to my old job with the
Szovosz. Mainly under the influence of my wife I
sattled down to stert s new life in Budapest. On Janu-
ary 5th, 1957 an official order was published in the
nawspepers ruling that all those persons who had been
freed out of jail because of the Revolutionary eventis
should immediately report 2t the competent prison
commandments. I did nos know what to do and went over

tc the office of the state attoraey in the Haria Va--
leria uteca where I could sec one of the state attor--
nsys. It turned oubk that the olfice has kept my per-
sonal card in its card system with all my details.

The state attorney zdvised me shat I should apply for
a so=czlled interruption of my prison sentence., \hen

I let the buillding I made the dezcision to escape from
the country. !4y wife didé not want to take the hazards
of an escape and she sieyed in Budepest with the 2
children. I made the necessary preparations and lef?d

Fudanest on Janusry 9th for good.



