Interviewre:

M, Padhorszky
Date: May 10,1957
Place: N.Y.C.

I.PERSONAL INVENTORY

Name: Code rumber CH.2-F

Age: 10

Sex; I'emale

Religion: Protestant

Education: Grade school--was in the Lhth grade

Parents: Both 1iving and with her 1in the United
States. Grandparents in Hungary,

Has sister 7 years old,

This 1ittle girl comes of a close ard religious
family, Was surrounded by the loving care of grand-
parents while father was in prison and mother was
working. Femily seems to have discussed political
events freely in front of children, end this young
Girls attitudes reflect those of the family's, The
child's attitude shows clearly the impact and the
importarce of family Tife and its influence,

Tell me something of your family and where you lived,

"Wo lived in the Buda district with my mother and
father and grandparents, I also have a littly sister
rmich younger than I am,she's only seven,"

Who took care of you when school was over for the day?

"I was Granny or Grandad who usually looked after us
while Mommy and Daddy were out working, I did not
attend the day schools, "

Zell me something about your school. What was your
Lavorite Subjects?




CH=3-F
t, 2/

"I 1iked to read best,and especially the falry-tales
or stories with history in them.But,sometimes at
school they wanted us to read about Russians, That,
we really did mot like.I also liked very much every-
thing that had to do with flowers, trees,animals,you
know, netural history."

Can _you tell me wh u didn't like to read about
Russfen history or Russian tales?

"Because we just don't like the Ruasians, DBesldes,
I think that some of the stories were very silly.
Imagine,there was one which sald that an old woman
gave a beasutiful flower to a Russhén soldier be~
cewse he killed a German. I think that's unfair,
And ever since the revolution we even dislike the
Russians more,I can tell you."

"I also had some old fairy-tale books from the old
times and Grandpa always read them to me,The ones

I 1iked I can remember were kkm called "The Seventy-
seven 01d Hungarian Popular Tales." And,you Know,
Miss,on Sundays it was the other way arcund, I read
to Grandpa aloud from the newspaper, He let me do
that, Only,when I have read too long,he told me %o
stop and said,"you are going to spoil you eyes,”

Can you tell me something of your teachers at school?

"We had only a girl who taught us, She taught us all

the subjects,except there was enother one for singing
lessons, She was young,I think,but she had three '
1ittle children, One was six years old,and twins two
years old., They were terribly cute and we liked to

play with them very much,"

How were you punished when you were disobedisnt?

"Well, the teacher put us in the corner,or we got
rapped on the kruckles, On the other hard,I must
tell you,whenever we were good we got 1little plc-
ture cards and we collected them, You know,these
picture cards were all about before the war times
of Hungarian history ard pictured the Hungarian
herces of that time,"
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Did you get any plictures with Russian heroes?

"Oh no,we wouldn't have wanted them and the teachers
never gave us any.

Then again,when we were very naughty or didn't learn
well,then the teacher wrote a rote to the parents.
If the child was very naughty,it went to the father
because the fathers are usuaelly more strict,”

Did you like four classmates?

"Yes,some of them I liked quite well,but some were
rather naughty. I didn't 1ike them."

Cen you tell me how 1life was at school?About your A
lessons,and 80 on,

"Well,we had our lessons in the morning and some-
times in the afternoon we had different subjects.
AMways,after school,two of us had to remain behind,
one to clean the big blackboard,put the chairs in
order,ard the other had to carry out the gerbage
ard water the flowers. You know,we had very many
flowers in our windows at school becesuse we liked
the tescher very much and we always brought her
flowers, So,we had to care for them, You know,I
remember so well,the day the revolution broke oub

I was just onduty after hours and I tidied up the
classroom with my friend, It was already 8p.m, ''he
other children went home at six. Grandfather came
to plck me up because it was so late and he was
quite scared ard couldn't imsgine what had happened
to me, When we got home,my father ard mother werse
not at home and I was told they had gona to touwn

to demonstrate. So,my sister and I did mot go to |
bed am we should have done,but were sitting up

and whiting for our parents."

What did you do during the revolution?

"Je were listening to the radio all the time, Ily
goodress,I was so excited,you have no ldea.
Especially when the radio sald for the young studentis
who were fighting to lay down their arms or else
they would g1l be killed. I was praying for the
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good Lord to mske them put their arms down, I did
not want them to be killed. You krow,I went into
the bathroomand cried and cried. I was so excited,"

Let us back to school & bit., What did you belleve-
what you leerned at school or your perents ?

"You see,Mommy and Deddy always told us to be very
careful what we say at school ard not 1o talk about
things we discuss at home and hear on the Rarakgnx
foreign radio, It might have bad consequences for

all of us,so I was always very careful. The Communists

are very bad people, You never kIow what they are
going to do to you." ‘

What do you know gbout the Communists,for instance,
Rakosl?

"Oh,this one,he is an ewfully sly,bad man, You know,
he was a Hungarian. But,then he went to Russian and
he completely changed, lle looks up everybody who is
rot Communist and who does rot like him."

Can you tell me who is a Comunist?

"I thirk that e Communist is a man who does not
love God ard who does mot believe that there is a
God in heaven,and also who has no confidenceat all
in Jesus Christ., A Gormunlst always Says that
religion and God are &ll lies. Also,I thirk, &
Communist is e man who says that the Red flag 18
the real flag of Hungary. You know,this is rot true,
because the real flag is the red,white,ard grean."”

Do you krow aryons else who is a bip Communist in
Hungary? ;

"Oh yes,I know another one, This one is Gero. You
know.he was the one who wispered in the ears of the
Russiens to come back again and to conquer the Hun-
garian Freedom Fighters andhe was so nasty to call
the university students an unruly mob and gangsters."
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Did you talk sbout politics gt schoolZwith your

Clessmates’

"No,we did mot,at least if we did it was only é&n
nixparsx whispers, We knew that there were severel
Cormunist children smorst us in class,"

How do you krow they were Cormunist children?

"Oh,my friend and I listened when they were
talking to e@ch other,so we knew they must be
Communists, “hese kids always said everything
is fine now,Rekosi is a good man,S5telin is a
wonderful man,and so on, They also dald that
religion is just nonsénse,and all lies. So,of
course, they must be Communists, I only talked

to my very best friend whom I liked very much.
Her father was also in prison, I elways told
everything that happendd in s chool to my mother,
but I did mot tell everything that happened &x
at home at school,”™ For instance,I never told
enyone I went to Sunday school and I was learning
religion,

Some of the children at school were really very
bad, One was extremely pertinert to the teacher
ard she talked back whenever t he teacher repri-
manded her and openly dared to tell kax the
teacher she was wrong and I am right, What do
you think of such behavior? This is mno way to
behave and I know it's very wrong."

I tried to findout if the girl knew the nemes of
any tadp Hussians,but she could not name anyone,

T also_asked her if she knew ks who Eisenhower is
and she answered:

"Yos,I know,he is the president of the United States."

Tell me,do you have any idea what the Breedom Fighters
and those who OOk par% in the revolution reslly wanted?
"Yes,I know, There is one thing everyone wanted and

that was that the lussians should not tell us what
to do,but let the Hungarian people do what they wamnt.
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"You see,we would have liked to achleve about as
much ss the Boles,but the trouble was that we had
a Gero, He told the Russians to come baclk and he
succeeded, that's al1l."

I esked the 1ittle girl where she got the idea of
g Poland-like solution and she said from her grand-
ather,

Did you ever hesr anything about America before you
ceme here?

"Yes,I heard and I knew that America was discovered
by Christopher QaXmims Columbus, I also heard that
neople are not so poor as in our country. I was told
that everyore can migrate to America. You know, when

T ceme here I was so smazed to see how very true this
is, I see that people here have 80 Em many roomd, In
Hungary only the top Communists hawe such lovely largo
apartments, ;

that would you like to do in the future?

I certainly want to go back to lungery and I hope
very much that this will come true, You sce,I
personally think that this w&X will happen in three
years or maybe five years,but not later, You krow,
it's very important that the Americans help us a
1ittle bit,because the poor Hurgarians b¥ themsalves
can't achieve a thing, You know that,don’t you?"

DO mou think there is anythingz you can do here in
America? '

"Cortainly., I must do my best to help the Hungerians,
Also,I thirk I must write to my grandparents very
often,becavse I must make up for having lost us. They

must be very lonely,those pwo poor old people. I have

also written to them that I'm learning linglish as

fast as I can so when I go back to Hurgary I car

teach them., Don't you thirk that's a good idea?’

What do you want to become when you grow up ?

"Oh,my greatest wish is to bécome a garderer,
maybe & doctor also,but I think I would prefer
to be a gardener."”
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Can you tell me of an incident that Impressed you
during the revolution?

"Yes,I can., I remember one day from our apartment
window we could see and hear the doctors from ths
hospitel going from house to house asking peopls
to pgive them materials they could use as dressings
at the hospital. They had so many wounded that
they had mun out of suppliles. Imagine,evergbody
in the bilg apartment houses were throwing down
sheets,pillowcases,whibe shirts‘anything they
could find to help the wounded, Don't you thirk
that was a wonderful thing to do?"

What was it that surprised you the most when you
came to the United States??

"118s, I em appalled to see how dirty this city

is, I reslly cammot see how people can live in

such dirt. You know,in Hungary we were not allowed
to throw everything down on the sidewalks and floors,
It is really something terrible, Maybe I shouldh't
?avg said this,but really,this is how I feel about

t-

IEH
THE END

NOTE

This interview was conducted under the supervision
end direction of lMr, Gleitman,and was the first
interview for girls, Yue to subject's age Dr,
Gieitman found 1t not necessary to ask more ques-
tions,

Dr, Gleitman discussed with me the Questionsire to
be used for mhimdwamr child interviecws,ard I have
submitted a draft on seme and compéled the questions
on the basis of the two first child interviews( one
boy and one girl) As soon as the Cuestionnatre is
rovised and aspproved,the child interviews will be
conducted Iin a more satisfactory way and wikl cover
more.



