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It should be known that Communism as a world view,. did not and
does not threaten the Fungarian nation; it threatens the Vestern
worlq;though,(for instance, France, and those Asian and African
countries which are emerging from their colonial status to that
of states with an independent political and economic life). 2
The Hungarian nation is invariably threatened by that assumed
agreemen’; between the great powers, according to which Hungary
is, among other East European nations, relegated to the politi-
cal and sconomic orbit of the Soviet Union, If somebody would
doubt the veracity of this statement, the proof is being offered
by the tragedy of the Hungarian Revelution. The Hungaridan nation
up till now only inferred that such agreement existed, today
this inference became a certainty,.
At Rajk's funeral, there were manifestations which could be
labelled as revolutionary, The burial itself was a revolutionary
manifestation - the 200,000 people, accompanying the rehabilita-
ted Rajk, dicd not attenéigﬁzzgrby pity - the pilgrimage was in
honor of the burial'of the regime itself, The composition of
the c;owd clearly showed this = representatives of rather broad
masses took part in it, not only those of certain groups f:gil
go watch how the regime is making fun of itself" (elmegyunk
megnézniihogy nevetteti ki nagét a rendszer), was the general
attitude,
He would divide it inte two: incubation and £mx fermentation
peiax period,
TIncubation: The period following the June decisions - people

started to gather in apartments and in offices and talk over
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certain problems - this was not identical with the period
called: "the conspiracy of the decent people",

Fermentation: it = occured with the articles of the Irodalmi
gjgég and the discussions within the Petofi Circle.
Gyéggaﬁentation“ - during the summer of 1956, & meeting of the
BEE® Kolldgium was held. (This "Kollegium", identified with
the so=-called "March Front" was buil®t up by the activities of
such™popular™ writers as L&szlg Kardos, Ferenc Erdélyi, Jolan
Majléth, etc., was considered:%érodnyik group in Hungary, as it
also had a socialist content and?patriotic "taste™; as the
narodnyik group had been liquidated in Russia and I Hungary was
keen to imitate, the members of the Kollegium were either im-
prisoned or relegated to some provincial spot as zssistant X univer=-
sity professors: a smaller part of the group like Bgla Szalay and
Andr;s Hegedus joined tﬁ: regimeﬁ) At this meeting, about

200 people took part, FPEEBSHWERm@GR Inre Nagy, and Bé{a Szalay and
Andras Hegedﬁs were asked to explain their attitude during the
past year, Heged&% refused and Szalay gave an eaccount in a few
pale "sentences"™, Being able to demand an account for x certain
things, was definitely a seething sympton.,

At this time , the party was unable to hold meetings; Mem®-

SSiaEsnna) extremely unpleasant questions had been asked on prev-
ious gatherings; yet the Trade Union of the glass factory of
Salgdtarjan tried to convoke one, and out of a thousand people
four appeared. Thus there was no more discipline,
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Fermentation - followine the pressure exercised by rcome news-
papers, more anc more rehabilitatinz processess were startgﬁé
during the spring of '56, Respondent himself was asked three
times by the supreme court to lodge a protest against the legi-

g
timacy of his former imprisonment. Decrees bearing/former stanp

of lawfulness,

Yes, in the general atmosphere lay hidden the possibility

of a Revolution. Yes, one was awere of something being in the

making...

At the Bem statue, when he noticed tha® the solqgiers were

not allowed to leave the Radeczky barracks - "hoist the national

flag but cut out the coat of armg" -

At the Mari Jészai gﬁuare where the AVH barracks were booed

andw;ere suddenly a flag was hoisted with = missing coat of

armg - "No, we will not get off"™ (na, ezt most sar nem usszuk meg) -
The Lajos Kossuth Square was lighted with torches; Some

demonsﬁgrators 1it their own documents (!) - "Let's light

torches"™ - Yes, he was afraid., He wes afraid that during the

night shooting would & occur - that something would happen

which would carry away the masses - blood_shed - what are the

consequences going to be?! Vhere are they going to get arms from?

Maybe from the barracks of the army and of the police,

The standard of living "reached" its lowest point ik at the end
of '52, especially as far as the peasantry and the workers were
concerned,

'52 was the year when the country came to such a low point from
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the viewpoint of political suppression end economic misery,
that the crowds == started to ask: is it worthwhile? Due to
forced collectivization, the peasanp,from under whom the sheets
were taken away, became an X elusive element - he was robbed to
the point where he simply gave up (egyszeriien becsukta a boltot);
during pericds of food shortages, the peasant, as a self-supplier,
did not receive bread coupons - what is more, he was accused

of buying the bread and gixik feecing it to his aninzls (during
this period, Respondent was imprisoned, but after his release ,
xin 1953, he read, starting from 1948, the issues of the Szabad
Hég,-(He was able to read them in the Széﬁhenyi Library.)

There is no doubt about it that the internal events potentie-
ally bore the basis for a revolutiocn.

Of course, external events should be taken into consideration:
Sta{in's death, tﬁi Beria affair, tii visit of the Soviet leaders
to Belgrade, rather to Canossa, IV he has a contrary opinion to
the part played by the 20th Congress - generally people did
not believe in the decrees of the Congresses of the Comunist
Party, thus, these did not influence the crowds; nevertheless,
it is true Hhat on their basis the June decrees were brought
which were greeted with suspi;ion,but in which people gradually
started to believe, IV Poznan does have a significance and yet

it would be erroneous to draw a paralleld line, Actually, Poznan
worked more like a mememto = if something would be done, reprk-

cussions would follow, It served as a memento, at times people
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were still deliberating, But there came a timeg,o VI Actually,

it happened - in the consciousness of people = befbrekzgust;

while still in power, people knew that he'll be replaced. The
interest of Moscow was concentrated upon Tito and it was a known
fact that between the latter and Rhkosi unreconciaiiable anta-
gonism existed, thus: ngosi had to go. The shock came when

he was replaced by Gerd: it seemed, at that moment, that the
system would go on, Gero being a pale copy of Rakosi. Thus,

his presence coculd have meant the stopping of any rejuvenation,
In conclusion, the replacement of Ré%osi did not contribute to

the outbreak of the Revolution, oa the contrary. VIII He does
not believe in the common'breathing" of the satellites, especially
not if at a given moment he eiémines the Polish, Rumanian, Czech
and Hungarian situations. If liberalization had besn lloscow's aim,
then there would not have been such a difference in living standards
among its satellites.

v This separate breathing was consciously directed from Moscow. Ir
the summer of 1948, when a real £emimx friendship started to
develop between Hungery and Rumania (Peter Groza had significant
connecpions along this Xidsm line and numerous copies of the
"Scénteia“ could be found on the Budapest newsXZtands), suddenly

the cultural relations stopped and fhm Gyorgy Nadabdn, the leader
of the youth movement of the Rumania minority in Hungary, was re-
moved from @IS} his position,

Tito's"bailing out™ only fortified ki lioscow's previously
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adopted attitude to consciously stop the satellites of accomplishe
ing together political actions,

The co-interssts did not appear in the consciousness of the
masses either - in Gomulka, for instance, the Hungarians saw a
specifically Polish"color" and nobody believed that if in one

country the political formula changed, this would be followed by
similar changes in the other satellites., This was born out
during the Revolutior: during October, there was no movement of
any significance in any other satellite country, VIII A factor |
which should bz taken into consideration when analyzing the immediaE
situation before the Revolution: fhe fact is that the letter
started out as a demonstration of symphathy toward the Polish
people., But it is also true that the demonstrating crowd of the
Lajos Kossuth 3quare had promptly forgotten why it orginally went
to the Bem Square,
The Rajk affaixr,
See above,
Their part was extremely important - nowhere can one trace the
critical, later revolutionary,tone as well as in the articles of
the newspapers and periodicals, In the columns of the Szabad

I} too
Nep, txnﬁ; there were articles which criticized the proceeding

manifestations of the system, 4nd, during the last months, the
‘
Irodalmi Ujsag became the organ of the attack and negation,
Two elements can be detected in the part the writers played:

1) The revolt of the artist agains% the spiritual suppressor,
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Q. revolt which infected even those who were fmmxkk: poets in spite
of themselves, who were forced by the regime to become poets
(Meray, Aczel), but - 2) Respondent does not believe them ;
each peasant kaew that the Korean germ warfare was a humbug - how
come that lMeray didn't know it? (It "springs" from the essence
of art that the artist does not recognize a system which suppres-
ses freedom - this is a cultural - historiecal fact; each man
is a separate world and the one who expresses the separate world
is an artist., It is obvious that if the latter accepts a guiding
hand, he cannot express that separate world any more,) It was
opportunism which % led the writers to write about the Korean
war and undoubtedly k::; must assume some elements of opportune
ism when it was within their means to express their thoughts
freely. Didn't they look forward toward a new Mecana in 19567
Although Respondent upholds his accusations, he feels that,
politically, it is"clever™ to le% them talk and TR write -
let the world see that even the pets of the regime took arms
against it - let Méray"vomit" what has accumulated in him.
The recurring theme of Kodély's "Zrinyi" struck a chord in every
heart: "Don't touch the Hungarian" (Ne bantsd a Magyart.) Illyes's

poem about Bartdk.
See question (1),

If we are referring to the armed uprising then it was Gerd's
speech which pulled the trigger. It was presumptous, insolent,
depreciating, belihding = the crowd could not be grasped any-
more, It's politically disciplineda attitude vanished,

He wouldn't szy that the system collapsed from one minute to
the other - it is unquestionable that the Russians had biailt up
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a perfect control system -« pelitically, economically, militarily
but they mainly built it along the lines of the Party apparatus,
which the individual links were infected - man is not a blind

executing organ - in Hungary the children lived a double, triple
life. They knew exactely how to talk at school, at home, etc.
Thus, men with their hypocritical attitude, fooled the Party

and the Russiars in making them believe that their controlling
system was sournd.

But the collapse should not be explained with the failure of
the controlling system., It was mainly #m due to strategic mis-
takes made by the Russians. The latter did not hold in readi-
ness those military units which would have been adequate to
squelch a revolution. Armoured vehicles, due to their nature,
were not opportune to"take care"™ of a popular uprising - they
were completely unfit for street fighting,

Not necessarily an outbreak of a Revolution. They wanted to

divert the existing regime toward the direction of a true demo-

cracy. The claims of the demonstration had been previously in
L prtned i

the hands of people, ﬂﬁ"pointsf The crowd's demonstration had

as a goal: the validation of the aforementicned points.

He doesn't think this to be likely,

With the excepfiion of the AVH personnel, the members of the Party

and those who knew that there was no possibility for them in

another regime - nobody,

He emphasizas though that this unanimity is not a positive
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evaluation - as paradoxically as this may sound - this was his
individual problem: he knew that moderation was necessary. If
in Hungary there had been in a greater number elements who
could have stayed aloof from the Revolution's xapkk captivating
quality and if they had been able to size up the danger in-
herent in such an armed upf rising and if they had been able to
give validity to such a recognition, then it could be assumed
that the Revolution could have brought more positive %‘; for
the Hungarian people as a whole,
He cannot name such a group, there was almost no neutral atti-
tude, some elements of the army and the police, and that refers
to certain individuals and groups, too, and the part of the
citizenry that resisted is not particularly interesting. Every-
one was captured by the general enthusiasm,
"ﬁ;ikies go home!"™ On the 26th and 27th of November on the
Horthy Miklos Kgrté}, on the Moricg Zsigmond KGrte;, from the
Fehérvari ut and the ?ﬁly'ut there was a school blackboard
placed before the barricades and on this blackboxard it was writ-
ten in a primitive childish writing: "Rué?ies go homel" and
the same in Russian., It is typical that the Hungarians had such
weapons against the Soviet tanks.

Slogans against the AVH were the most frequent. Most slogans
were aimed against the incarnators of the colonial character,
No. There had already been one in Hungary and now the revolt
was against those who served the Soviet Union., He thinks that

the Western viewpoint concerning Communism is very peculiar, he
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thinks of the Communist@e menace in an entirely different way,
he sees it in the states & that are developing themselves out
of colonies, but he still periodically attacks the Western view=
point on these areas, lMaybe they even know what it is all about,
namely, that it is not Communistf@ ideology that constitutes the
menace in Eastern Europe, but the possibility of the Soviet Union
to keep Eastern Europz as a colony or as a Russian sphere of in-
terest, mﬁﬁ' charges HemematEd that the Western politicians, in-
cluding the American politicians, should also recognizzgig fact;
apparently it is more convenient to oppose Communism as an ideo=-
logy than as a possibility for the creation of which they are
also responsible.

The opinion on Communism in connection with Hungary is either
false or falsified because in Hungary Communism did not and does
not. present itself as an ideological viewpoint, k£ even if there

are plenty of followeregrs of the Communist@® ideology within
the Party mzmirss®, but it presented itself as a potential cover
for the Soviet Union as a great power and as a coloniziégg country.
He fearé?ommunism in these places because he knoews that there

is no such thing there,but he fears it exists in Asia, As soon as
the Soviet influence ceases, the Communisti} Party ceases also .
The Hungarian masses have recognized that. They talk against
those elements who have served the Soviet system in their comical

i

dresses,

(3k) They were not essentially Communists, therefore, they participated.
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Everyone recognized that Communism is hogwash,
Yes, there were, not in great numbers, and they showed only
later. The question is who”ﬁo we understand under reactionaries.
The 1948 type of reactionaries were not in existence in 1956, the
past eight years must have convinced 2232 that the system that
they wished to returned to earlier is impossible, The great
dream of the reactionaries had shrunk, maximally to the limits of
a family estate or a modest pension. There were extrafordinarily
few of those who asked for more than that.
Rex Preliminary chéps,
the AVH, leading elements of the Communist Party, and against

e atrocities against members of

Jews who in excess to their proportion have participated %= in

the serving of the regime, even if during the Revolution they

were guarding against such incidqups with the utmost care, and A~
g certain form of democracy would have been formed.

He does not believe in the desertion of the Russian Communists

and would like to call attention to this fact because he is

afraid that the Westerners see something in the wrong light. The
Russian tanks were dispatched from the Transdanubian garrisons

and those that lie between the Danube and the Tisza on October

23 and 24, Evidently they carried as much food, fuel, ammunition
as a tank corps can possibly carry while on the move. It was al=-
most impossible to éupply fuel to them during the hot fights of

the Revolution as there was no fuel for their disposal in the terri-

tory of Budapest and to secure a fuel supply was extrﬂfbrdinarily
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difficult., The same was the situation in the ammmaiggpian
supply, and feeding of the crew was almost impossible; it is well
known that there were Smm# tank units whose crew could not leave
the tanks for several days (they even had to relieve themselves
inside) and therefore their battle power had deteriorated im-
measurably, It is easily understeed by( even a civilian that tanks
get in a terribly difficult situation without infantry support in
a large city, without the possibility of obtaining supplies, and
while they are exposed to the kx threat of devastating weapons
adequate for the annihilation of tanks, such as the bottles filled
with gasoline, that could have been thrown from any windowyg In
a large city the several story houses gg;e a favorable possibility
for an effective defens2., Soon these armoured forces got into
an untenable situation in Budapest and the phenomenon that
certain members of the Russian army deserted their ranks and went
over to the Revolution's side was not the result of the Russian
soldier's symphathy with the Hungarian people and with the idea
of the Revolution, but was the result of their needs and of the
situation that sprung from these needs. It is also his convic-
tion that Soviet army headquarters gave instructions to ¥kiim these
tank crews, in order to avoid their complete annihilation (for
which there was a good possibility after October 27), to take such
a passive attitude ®mg® in the eyes of the superficial onlooker
may appear friendly, It is obvious that this friendship was shown

on different degrees and was done by different persons of various
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H.:. eicraleol ance
diverse reactions and at times iImUEiEpTEMEs the appearmmz as if

Gecome
to, supporters of

some Russians would havgﬁgg;verted G S e
the Revolution. With these qualifications,he knggys of certain
instances, as a matter of fact he has seen some, that tended to
prove the Russianﬂé.conversion to the Revolutionists' side.
He read whatever was published.
He listened to the Hungarian Radio until it broadcast its fhmuﬁﬂF
proclaimation; to foreign radio stations he listened because from
the way the political changes were announced, one could arrive & at
conclusions as to how Btronsg the Hungarian government was. Never
before did the foreign radio play such a extensive role in Hungary
as during the Revolution. Although at times events used to be re-
ported}with a2 delay of eighteen~twenty hours and althcugh in cer-
tain fiéldg the preparation of the news material was not the best,
still this was the only medium which more or less supplied the news
particularly about the position taken by the free world in connec-
tion with the Revolution, One could find out about the sessions
held at the United Natioms dealing with the Hungarian Revolution,
The Hungarian people expected evervthing from the resolutions
adopted there. _

When Respondent walked the streets of Budapest, he was always
confiient because when the Revolutionary forces advanced, he could
see the strength of the movement and, when the Soviet tanké phsieywst
destroyed the buildings, then again he was confiident that this

cannot be done, this will not be permitted to continue, a European




(10a)

(10v)

NO, 551 TA" INTERVIEW SECTION R JLB po 16

capital cannot be reduced to rubble! But when he turned his radio
on, then he realized that no help would come from the outside.

Next to the regular telephone network of the country, there was

a special line through which he could talk to Debrecen, Nyiregyhéﬁa,
etc, He did have reliable sources of information about the move-
ments of the Soviet troops - he did know that the Russians turned
back at Zéhonyf #hat they occupied Nyiregyhéza,and he did know
when they were at Debrecen and Szolnok. He had & minute to minute
information about the movements of the Soviet armoured units and

he knew that the Soviet army was being lined up against the Revolu=
tion = and he kaew that Western help will not come - and yet, still,
under the power of a mystic force, he could not go home and he
continued his daily organizing work at the Smallholderﬂﬁ,Party =

he assisted in the supply of the troops of Béla Kirély = one

could not step out ithe Revolution, He refused to go home
even when his friends told him: "You are out of your mind, go
home., The Russians are already in Szolnok"(he knew that the
Russians were already in Gegléd)q

None of them ramained intact - howeveré he did not believe in a
complete collapse either,

With the exception of the headquarters from the Akadeémia Street,
the Party ceased to exist. Its officials disappeared. The pre-
mises were taken over by the ex-intermment camp prisoners, by the
various democratic organizations, by the various Party organi-

zations, and by various groups the members of which used to be
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persecuted on zccount of their political convictions. The
at;itude of the uniformed police was positive and syméE?thetic
toward the Revolution - this was evident already during the
demonstration - Respondent ;;;lgigggig_that policemen applauded
and voluntarily removed the Red Stars from their uniforms.
A1l of them dressed in civilian clothes and partly were hiding
in cellars and partly left the country £= for the VWest.

However, certain diephard elements and others, who saw a gleam
of hope in being able to continue where they left of £, managed
to stick together, if they did happen= to becomed;;banded; this
lasted for such a short time that, after the second Soviet in=-
tervention, the AVH could take over the role it played prior to
the Revolution.
The Revolutionery Councils almost took shape. In the beginning
they were careful,though,but later they started to exclude the
Stalinist elements, and later accepted people who collaborated in
the freeing of political prisoners, Basically, it was the general
atmosphere which opened the gates, Some members of the zmuxsk
courts were removed, At the supreme court, a Revolutionary
Council was formed - considerations for legal actions for the
purpose of rehabilitation, reconsideration of illegal convictions
and the commencing of rehearing procedures were anncunced.
The role palyed by the army is interesting. Its attitude was reluc-
tant, not neutral butx rather of a passive nature° However, it
became evident that, due to this passive attituda,/did side with
the Revolution. Respondent had the impression that the high com-

mand of the army, with the exception of a few people such as for
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instance Maléter, refused to take sides. Lower rank officers
and many of the enlisted men at the very beginning sided with
the Revolution - it might be more accurate to say though that
this part of the Hungarian People's army just dispersed.
It could be mentioned as an interesting symptom that during
the time of the first revolutionary fighting, a Hungarian armoured
unit was ordered from Piliscsaba for the purpose of supporting
the Soviet armoured forcgé?; although, doubtless this was the
purpose of the appearance of the Hungarian armoured forces, they
refused to fight against the revolutionaries, but they did not
help them either, These units took up positions ardhnd the
Nemzeti Szinhdz (National Theater) but did not make a move for

. days:;

Hungarian military circles in exile tend to accept the Western
oﬁ#hion that, in a given case, the Hungarian People's army will
notiparticipate in fights on the side of the Soviet Union. This
opinion, according to Respondent, is debatable, (On the basis of
the experiences gained during the Revolution).
The fate of the government is well known,
In the various ministries, the situation presented itself in

forms,

& .
Due to the fact, that thfschigh xuthoriﬁéfhad been duly forti-

fied by the regime, their employees were loyal to the Party, only
a general work stoppage was prevalent. Revolutionary Councils

were set up, s that their activity was of a
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formal nature only.
However, certain ministries, through their Revolutiociary
Councils, were able to side with the Revolution to the ettent
that if, for instance, former Stalinist ministers and their
assistants arrived in the building of the respective minitry,
they were requested to leave, but were not harmed.,

Antal Gyenes, the head of the Ministry of Collecting Surjlus
(Agricultural) Products and Livestock, delivered by the fariers,
&g abolished the compulsory deliveries of agricultural e
ducts and during a meeting especially called for this purpos:
he told the employees of the Ministry that the !Ministry handlii
these activities, as well as its head, should be abolished = nether
of them were needed an#moreo

(10h)” This was outside of Respondent's sphere of interests.

(101) The so-called "peace priests" who had been performing some functicas,
were dismissed by the Roman Catholic Church.

As far as the Protestant Church was concerned, changes took
place only in the higher echelons.

(10j) They used certain elements of the armed forcqu, of the courts,
of the ministries, of the Revolutionary Councils of the local
councils and also of the re-organized trade unions,

(10k) Workers' Councils, the re-organized parties, the new parties and
various organizations which were set up to protect certain inter-
ests, for instance, the organization of the politically persecuted.

@8, To this group should be added the so-called revolutionary
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organizations (for instance, the revelutionary committee of the
intelligentsia, the revolutionary committee of university stu-
dents) and other organizations similar to the above.

(101) In Respondent’s opinion, the formation of these councils should
be traced to two fields., One was to take as an example the
Workers®' Councils as set up in Yugoslavia - these used to be

discussed in official circles, before the ouzbreak of the Revolu=-
tion; the other factor: the situation created a need for the
plans to be run in a truly socialistic way,
Workers?

Generally, the wxmkmxxt councils were in absolute charge ihqﬁ
the running of the planfi and in some places (Gyor, Miskolc)
their functions included the administratiocn of the community and
they even assumed functions of a military character,

Sole jurisdiction over these Workers' Councils belonged to
the Central Workers' Council, located in Budapest,

(10m)  After the democratic parties participated in free elections, the
emerging government would have been coalitional and parliamentary,

The Smallholderis Party was not exempt from w;;;EZSgigg'- it
would be hard to assert that the elections of 45 and 47 were
pure, in the Vestern sense of the word.

The Allied Control Commission saw to it that, in the course of
the peace treaé%y, enly the so=called demoératic parties had a
chance to function, and so, certain elements, whose political

conceptions were indeed not identical with the Smallholderggh
Party's principles did have no other chance than to vote for it,
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Respondent states that his views were proved by the outcome
of the elections of 31/August, 1947 = the voters who previously
sided with the Smallholder%s Party,and these were evidently
rightist people, cast their votes with the so-called opposition
parties (Sulyok, Barankovics),

Although, during the time of the Revolution, it appeared
that the Smallholder%Vs Party created the greatest interest amongst ¥
people, it would be hard to say that, during new elections, the
Smallholder®s Party would have been able to gain the majority.

On November 2 and 3 certain political parties, such as Chris-
tian Democratic,ﬁarties who adopted and stood on the basis of
Christian ideology, brought forth the idea#g certain political

unity, These parties were attracting those elements which did not

have a chance to speak up before. These groups definitely could
have rendered dynamic assistance to these Christian Democratic
/Parties, One can ascertain that, during the last two days of the
Revolution, the Roman Catholic clergy started to participate in
organizing these parties.

There was a very small 1i£iihood that the so-called Peasant

Petofi Party would have been able to re-emerge in the course of
new elections, because prior to the Revolution,. it was known to
be the "branch of the Communist Party" and, as a result of thiés

it became so unpopular that it had to change even its name. Thus,
it might have had a slim chance and only in the Eastern partyg of

the country,K the previously "agrarian-proletarian™ regions,
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From the hesitation and lack of zeal which was apparent in
the re-orgaizazion of the Social Democratic Party, one can ine-
fer that the Social Democratic Party has lost its prestige to a
large degree in front of the masses, One should take into consi-
deration that areas which have:aecidedly industrial character,
such as Cserel and Ujpest, and other rural industrizl towns, the
young group of industrial workers as well as a substantial per-
centage of the former Social Democrats would have preferred to
vote for a so-called soclialistic party with Christian ideology
against a plain "Christian Democratic"” party.
In Respordent's opinion, the Communist Party would have shared
some of the votes, however, with 2 very poor percentage., At no
time, during the Revolution, did a view emerge whizg?%gve denied
SErmiEmioP cxistence to a Communist Party, provided that it would
have been atle to remain within a2 democratic frame,
It was useful for the so-called"Pree world".
No; the reason: the divided state of the world, as pointed out
by him in the answer to the first question.
This was Respondent's definite opinion starting from October
27=28,
That was"all tEe Hungarian people had been waiting for,
The 2&2;i:;‘created a problem. They did find something in
the founding documents of the United Nations, though. He himself

was searching for legal grounds.

"It cannot be tolerated that the capital of a European nation
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be reduced to rubble, in 1956, when one hears nothing but the
voicing of human rights to freedom and similar eye-wash."

The form? The police of the United Nations - positive side.

In a negative way: stop the Soviet action by force.

(114) This question is hard to answer because the basis for comparison
is not available,

In the case of Hungary, there was practically nothing which
would have tied the people to the leaders, while, in the surround-
ing satellite countries, the case was entirely different.

In Bulgaria, Poland, Czechoslavakia the leaders were much
closer to the people; in Czechoslavakia for instance one could
safely say that the state apparatus is run smoothly., In the
favor of the Czechs was the fact that they had an entirely dif-
ferent chance, a far better one, from scratch « their country
had not bé?;anquiahedo The =x smaller political tension and the
generally higher level of economic well-=being excluded the possi-
bility that events similar to those which occured in Hungary,
could EEEB take® place,

Due to the Poznan events,:;ertain easing af up of the situa-

tion occurred,

If one considers that the most Stalinist and the most unpopu-

lar of the leaders of the satellite counries was Rékosi,who mana-
ged to hold onto his position &f even after the breach with Tito
was healed, one understands why, due to his Stalinist methods,

there was no drainage for the accumulated tension in Hungary -
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this appears to be one of the basic reasons of the outbreak of
the Revolution in Hungary and not elsewhere, If in addition to
these factors, one takes into consideration the temperment of the
Hungarian peoplz, then the aforementioned thesis gains even more
support, ‘

(1le) He was mostﬁ%g;ular Hungarian politician during and after the
Revolution, Hs established his popularity partly in 1946, when
he stood up for the & small peasant so that he might ocwn a piece

of land, but he gained most of his popularity in 1953, and prior
to the revolutionary times he proved to be the sole political per-
sonality suited to become the leader of the country,

It should sarve as an additional proef for his immense popu~
larity that though it was suspected for days that he was the one
who had asked the Soviet Union to intervene with armed forces
with the purpose of suppressing the Revolution, evan this failed
to affect adversely his good name,

Respondent does not think that Imre Nagy is a dominating states-
man in the ik history of Hungarian politics, but he does not

accuse him for having been unable, during revolutionary times; to
hold on to & position which would have served the interests of

the Hungarian people., In this connection, it should also be remem-

bered that Inre Nagy was forced by the revolutionary masses; practi-
cally from hour to hour, to assume a bolder and bolder attitude,
In a given situation, it was impossible for Imre Nagy to play

a part similar to Gomulka's,

(11f) The question of personalities during the Revolution, is an
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interesting one.

The Revolution did not produce outstanding individuals.

Due to some peculiar reason, outside of Maléter and Béla Kirélm
it is hard to find in the Revolution outstanding individualities.
It should alsc be noted that Kiraly became popular only after he
escaped to the West and??gb to speak,"popularized.”

For the lack of personalities, two reasons may be brought up:
the spontaneity of the Revolution in which no such elements parti-
cipated which could have grown to become great leaders = they gained
experience in matters of organization onlLy during the Revolutionj

the Revolution broke out on a large scale, on a large territory
almost in the whole country at the same time. It took only a

few hours, but, a few days at the most, for the Revolution to spread
all over the country. During the Reveclutionary fights, there were
many, many small groups which axim =x acted on their own initiative
and were forced to take individual actions as no centralized upper

p-oaubo'croqiitoqd

leadership was in existence. el
ghexrefugsex It is also a facttgiz the composition of the refugees
serves as & statistical proof that those elements which had
previously played an important political and sccial part, com-
pared to the nasses, took part in the Revoluticn to a very small
degree.

The Hungarian Revolution was expropriated by the people of
the street - in this respect, it is sixix strikingly similar te

gha 14 Juillei. This indeed was the Revolution of the sans-
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culottes (the intelligentsia was represented in the fights by
the former political prisoners,)

(11g) v, I, III, VI, IV, VII, II,

The irresponsible elements cannot be counted in the ranks of
the youth,

(11h) It was quite evident,particularly to those who were familiar with

the position taken up by the university students.

(12) On the 20th of November, 1956, at 11:00 in the morning.

(12a) When it was ascertained that there was no possibility of remaining
in the country and being left alone in peace - the time of repri-
sals was Bhere again.

The pres:dent of the planning office asked him: "What are you
doing here?'

During the Revolution he was a member of the Revolutionary
Council of “he Intelligentsia and started to organize from the
very first day, the x Smallholder?s Party; in pre-Revolutionary

times, starting from the ::g of 1945, he took part in illegal acti-
vities,

From 19L43-50 he was hkmkpmk held in the?ggsement f=xigie of 60
Andrgasy ut (this lasted for half a year), then in the intern-
ment camp of Eudadél, this was followed by a special confinement
in the Inte~nment Camp of Kistarcsa, and from 1950-1953 he was in
the Forced Labor Camp of Recsk.

(12b) After thinking all of this over, an idea presented itself: would

it be possible to continue this fight in the free world? Wouldn't




-a

"

NO. 551 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION R JLB pP. 27

it be preferable, ir the interest of the Hungarian people, for
some men to leave the country? This was the reason which induced |
Jinos Horvash, Sandor Kiss, Zoltan Benkd, Zoltdan Nyeste, Tibor
Ziményi dﬁas captured and is now in jailh followed by Respondent,
P4l Joénks (tae president of the Petbfi Circle) and Balazs Nagy -
ten=twelve peoplg# these organized in Vienna and in Paris the

statutory mzetings of the Revolutionary flax Council,
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(1) Economist « prior to 1948, he was chief of the Statistical Divi-
sion of the Office of Price x Administration; since the spring
of 1954, jacke-of-all-trades at the Tokod glass factory, Between
the two above-mentioned occupations, he has been woodchopper,
stonecrusher, carpenter, road builder, and in additionakx, jail
fodder,
(2) 1936-1941 - bank employee a% the Central Branch of the Credit
Bank (Hitelbank),
1942-19Li. - comptroller at the SangrCoal Mining Enterprise
(Salgé Készen) o
1944~1946 - bLusiness manager of the Salgb Coal Mining Enter-
prise (Salgo Koszén).
1946-47 - chief auditor of the Stete Coal Mining Enterprise
TILTIC S —e
1947-48 - chief of the statistical division of the Office of
Price Administration ( )o
19481953 - Prisoner - Andrgédﬁy,Street,
Budadel
Kistarcsa
Reesk |
Pastvideki
Markd
1953~to the summer of 1954 - trained worker, unskilled worker,
but mostly unemployed,
1954=56 - meconomist and jack-ofeall-trades in the glass factory
of Toked. (Respondent will write for the ®roject a study about
the glass factory of Tokod.) Periodically, the lMinistry of Public

Housing and Construction utilized him by sending him out to organize
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the work system of other glass factories,
(3) During the pégd?ﬂ of 1946-47, he thought that he would be able

to achieve results in the fields of economics and production manage-

ment = because of this, he contributed articles to various periodi-
cals and also worked in part for the Institute of Economic Re-
search in various tasks, collaborating with Istv;n Varga, Miklés
Szentkir&lyi, Gyula Haypél in questions of price statistics (cal-
culations relating to living conditions, cost of living momimg.) X

(In connection with this, Respondent has offered a study to the
Project - see page 5 of "ngékoztata" (Bulletin) dated April, 1957
published by: A & Franciaorszagi Magyar Menekﬁltﬁgyi Iroda (The
Office for Hungarian Refugees in France). The title of them
article is: A Comparison of the Costs of Living in France and
Hungary (A Franciaorszégi é; Magyarorszégi l;tfaﬂzartési
ksltségek osszehasonlitasa)).
After the elections of 1947, the possibility of ramainé??%

the State Coal !Mining Em:er'pr'i.se ,d:glen, Istvan Varga who had

just turned over the direction of the then so-called Office of
Price and Commoditgies (Anyag és Arhivatal) had him transferred
to the newly formed office of Price Administra;ion,t which offi-
cially became established at the beginning of '48, He was entrusted
with the direction of the ;rice 2tatistica1 Eitiaion, in spite

of the fact that he was politidally unreliable, and was given
free hand in the selection of his employees. This activity; as



NO. 551 npn INTERVIEW SECTION K W JLB p. & 3C

he states, limited his sphere of interests, he gladly performed
his work, and , during the summer of '48, his division published
a mimeographed news bulletin "Price Statistical Bulletin®
(A;statisztikai Taﬁékoztaté). This was cdone upon the request of
Zoltén Vas,® the Chief Smzxmxk Secretary of the Economic Chief
Council (Gazdasagi Fotanacs Fatitkéra) who would have liked to

& informed all the economic main offices on price statis-

tics data.

Although the Office lived completely in the atmospher¢of the
new regime, this depressﬁgz'"air“ did not touch the statistical
division. This they achieved by working extremely hard, arriving
at the Office 2t 7:00 instead of 8:00 in the mormning, organizm

withing the framework of the Division advanced courses,ﬁai}gom-
plet@ing assignments within the set time limits,and if an action
along the policy of the new regime was requested, then they found
recourseg in their already overloaded schedule. At first, this

was so successful that the Communist Party members assigned'to

this Division gwismasiy did not report them, BIEwsrane

shhcsngtiigemofistendiRteneii=agsd

the fall of '48, when requests were made in the direction of

falsifying statistical data, requests which they did not fulfill,

Differences of opinion, inquiries by the AVO, interrogation by

’
Zoltan Vas, followed; and finally, when he wa's arrested by
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the AVO for mm illegal activity, then his work at the Price Ad-
ministration was also labelled : "destructive, anti-regime".

(34d) Excellent.

(3f) From morning at 7:00 until evening at 10:00,

(3g) Seven.,

(3h) They did not pay for it.

(31) Yes, but he did not take them, In '48, he was for three days
on the Lake Balaton.

(30) None.

(La) Young economists with identical political mentality.

(4b) Very frieﬁﬂly atmosphere, He himself was obliged to work in a
cubby=-hole because(§§:his beautiful large dégﬁh young men and

women were always OEEGEGH Sa’H-:'MD///

(4d) As far as political questions were concerned, there was asussx

mEEEEES. silence,
In September of 1948, his desk was pried open - in August

1956, he discovered who did it., This particular person was fired
in 1950; in August of '56; he reported at the Office of Planning
and asked to be re-instated and made reference to the fact that
he had ak=x always been aAgood and alert Communist because in 1948,
he was the one who pried—epen_the desk of Respondent. Tﬁ%g action
had the desired result because Respondent was arrested and re-
ceived a heavy prison sentence. This admission backfired because
Respondent had alr 59;5 fe;éliédwtshﬁhe Planning Office and

the informer was told that he W°utd“h§hﬁff£? d with false accusa
e e e acc -
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tion and for causing jail sentence to a person who, meanwhile,
had been rehabilitated.( Note: this charge was never filed.)
“gpimsmsisiys) This incident was reported to him by those very
same people who rejoiced when he was removed ik from his job,
In February 1949, a few months after his arrest, this divi-
sion was dissolved and of those employed there - up?that time,
some were dismissed and the rest were distributed among the

various other divisions.

csesa@t the end of 1953, after release from jail, he found em-

ployment at one of the large machine industry factories, as a
taught lathe hand., He was assigned to one of the largest sec-
tions of the plant, where - within a few days = word had spread
that he was an ex-convict of Recsk (how word got around, he does
not know to this day because he had not told a single soul.).
From that time on, there was hardly a single worker in the section
who did not lend him a hand at every opportunity. One worker
would adjust Fespondent's machine; another would share his mid-
morning snack. A few days later, one of the foremen askqd Rege=
pondent why he was doing that particular type of work-zgﬁ%he
machine, at the moment - since he could not earn very much at

it. Within an hour Respondent received another work assignment
with which already, on the fourth day, he was able to improve

his output by 160 percent. There was an engineer there, assigned
by the Ministry, who occasionally would stop by the Respondent

and talk to him for hours,
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It is Respondent's conviction, that he was dismissed from
this factory, two weeks later, because the woman in charge of
personnel impressed upon him that it did not seem"smart"™ that
he was employed as a laborer; as they were unable to provide

other work, he was requested to "voluntarily"™ leave the factory.

So what could he do? He left.

sseoln a few days, he received employment - stevedore work - at |
the & Csepel docks. The bag toting lasted for only three days

because he was again called into the office and asked to leave.

sssole reported to a junk yard as a temporary helper for stack-

ing work. It was notggood work, but he could earn as much as
: |
LO forints per day. A week later, he was talked into leaving - f

which he did, !
|
coeoThis continued for about six months. In the summer of 1954, E
an old friend, wvho was the head accountant of one of the main divisioﬂ
of the Ministry of Housing and Public Construction, got him a i . |
Job as a clerk at the Tokod glass factory. |
When hired, Respondent asked the Party Secretary and the direc-
tor whether they were aware of the fact that he was an ex-convict.
"Of course, but don't think about it at all," he was assured,

"your only thought now should be your work."
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Here Respondent could do anything he desired. In general,
the clerical group of the factory was quite incompetent - they
had workers' kader, and therefore, Respondent was assigned to do

all the so-called™quaiity" work - such as production, timing,
preparation of accounts and settlement of legal matters, He was
completely unsupervised. There was hardly anyone there, during
the course of his more than two years of employment, with whom
he would have had the slightest difference of opinionj if it
happened, itzgziy'ﬂﬂﬂ due to mx minor matters of vanity; in no
event was it political,
He was on good terms with the director, the Party Secretary
and the deputy of the latter; in general with everyone. He

did not endeavor to restrain the expression of his thoughts. The

others were only cautious in their discussions with him, when there

were several together.
Periodically, the Ministry utilized him by sending him out
to organize the work system® of other factories. At these
places, appointed representatives (without the required train-
ing) of the Ministry of Public Housing and Constructions were
sent out to check on him and occasionally they reminded him that
he was just being tolerated.
*On one occasibn, the factory director and Party Secretary
defende¢ x Respondent against a woman, the CHief of the Division
oﬁ Pefsonnel in the Ministry, when she visited the factory and

enquired why Respondent was being employed.
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Respondent felt quite g6 but, occasionally, he would have
Some.
liked to have done something else, although he OppoOrm=

tunity to talk to the workers and these conversations amsssivess
m compensated for many things.
In August of 1956, Respondent was recalled to the National
Price Administration. This was learned in the factory and, see-
ing that he did not accept the offer, he was showered with such J‘fﬂd
r{ sympathy that it made him quite uncomfortable.
From this time onward, the events kept building up, Respond=-
ent maintains that life had never been S0 beautiful, To watch
the agony of
This is how the Revolution arrived, in which Respondent did
not believe, and wtiic:i} he feared, But it was imposs}aalel.e to hide

.
-hen evaluates in

<
B inhuman,is most uplifting,

-hr LT
in a cellar and,\tﬁat he did not hide gmevepesra

a positive way. Up to the last split second, he acted as if |
everything had to be accomplished for the freedom of the Hun- .
garian people; even then, when the Russians sped into the
Cegléd railroad station and Respondent figured that most likelya
they would be in Tokod b

A Sunday, Saturday night Ee gathered his papers at the office
(he was organizing the Smallholderze, Party), burned them and at i

midnight went home to sleep with the thought in mind that he did ,'

not believe he would be able to come in the following day., He 5

did not go in.

(‘1{ ] During these times, the Trade Union operated only nominally and
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only functioned as a representative of the workers' social in-
terests; this is not to be confused with something worthwhile}
just vacations or the distribution of minor assistance. In
reality, it was no trade union thus it was not the representa-
tive of the workers'! interests.
(4i)  Yes, there was a'shop triangle, but in this factory the direc-
tor, who had earlier been an AVO, managed things. The Communist
Party Secretary and the director had, in general, personal dif-
ferences which were never straightened out, The director was
a =k stranger, transferred from Salg&tarjén, while the Com-
munist Party secretary had grown up right in the factory with
the workers.
This is a very interesting subject and it would be worth-
while developing it}

" (41)  And how!
Such Cev .
(4n) Party members, stool pigeons - there were s reoioe v

(4o) ..., too. (Ser adevet)

(qri) No, because the director, as a reserve AVO, took care of this

job himself and built up the stool-pigeon system, One of the

women bookkeepers,"confessed" to Respondent that he did not

need watching becauseshe told everything to the director, anyhow,
(5) There was no possibility, as far as Respondent was concerned.
(5b) He always wanted to go to a little hut in the Métra where he

could breed sheep and pick mushrooms. He would have also gone

an¥gp ﬂe as a librarian, but of course this remained only a

dream.
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He would write and travel a ot, grow fruit, and plant flowers.
Certainly not., Why? What do you mean'why"?

Information coming from him, in response to such questions is
not worth a damn,

Quite badly,

They could have pulled themselves out of it by & clever amst
social and economic politics., )

It was characterized bffﬁartime type of economy, with those typi-
cal symptoms that brought a transitional boom,

A very significant deterioration. In heavy industry, agriculture,
foreign commerce,

These were emergency solutions without any security :;; all,
Respondent does not believe that they were lasting manifestations
and they really were not!

Respondent has not really mum evaluated it fully and he advocates
a measure of ceution with regard to this question., He views this
a8 a rather complex matter. One cannot answer everything with
"yes"or™o',

He considers the material situation of extrqurdinarily great
significance, Of course, one must view this question only in
conjunction with other factors., There were periods when the
economic conditions were considerably overemphasized and others;
when political terror pushed the dissatisfaction arising from
material insufficiency into the background., For instance, during

the times of mass arrests and deportations.
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(1) University = school of Economics - economics - business faculty,
PhD in economics.

(1a) 1924 = 1941,

(1b) Mixed = high school was parochial - Reformed.

(1le) No.

(1d) No.

(le) Acute and chronic interest in problems of economics.
(2) No = would have liked to study also abroad.

(2e) Approximately.

(3) Not appliceable.

(L) Communism strived to develop@ thf'lr, type of man who would blindly
enforce the will of the regime.

(4b)1) It hardly accomplished anything.

(4b=2) Among the teachers, as well as among the professors, a goodly
number were enthusiastic Communists; according to respondent’s
opinion, there was a disproportionately greater number of Communist:
among this professional group than EBUFE in any other seg=
ment of the intelligentsia., The reason for this can be sought
in the verv unsatisfactory earlier situation of the teaching
staff which, thus, expected something from the"new order”
better recognition - better living conditions. To the above
reasons, can also be added the very poor training, low intellec-
tual level of the teachers, thus their incapability to perceive
wider horizons.

(5) Farlier: vineyard superintendent; later: vineyard smallholder,
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(}%ci)
with seven acres of land, Father was a “knight?, a pet of

th% 0Ho_rthy regime. While gently grafting grapevinesw,
welcomed this with a peaceful resignation, His atti-
tude toward the regime was one of acceptance; he had nationalise
tic tendencies, but, on the other hand, condemned anti=-Semi-
tism, as an attitude incompatible with decency. He was, in
general, angry with every nation, except the Hungarian, which
he deeply liked; yet, many times, he reminisced about the good
old times under the monarchy, when he had dinner for two
#rajcd}s at the Burgvérta, during the period of his military

service - he was exmremely proud that, during his hitch in the
the

ampe . _. ol Pemm Jd’ka)a

TR e fik

army, hefguiarded _ _-
ake p in the reoccupation of)

In 1940, at the age of &I, he m lzirmitted to Moccupy" |/ |
#ranslyvania where he was born and,lived until 1919, when he i
had to flee because of his participation in the Székely army |
division,

In 1944, after having become a little bit acquainted with

the Russians, he expired - unobtrusively - of a stroke,
Yes, seven acres of vineyard which his father had acquired through
his own earnings, _
Average, his family never had money during his childhood; but.itkbj,é
had the necmessities of life and §§§Fwell clothei, |
Six members,

They are alive, they were married, In 1956, respondent lived i
with his sister because, previously, he absente-mindedly set : '
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fire to his apartment,
_ a
Hurt him, but the AVH made him this only due to his political

viewpoint; between 1945 and 1948, his ancestry was still fore
giveno .

Suneg

Was married uatil 1948, then imprisoned. ZAftEs® 1954, he has
been relatively happy as a divorce.

Two .

" Eleven, ¢ .

In spite of the divorce - according o others - on "unbelievably"
good terms,

Unfortunately - yes.

Yes,

Not on this subject; "Let them fraternize with everyone", he

and his ex-wife figured.

At first, yes, then they learned what tc believe and what to

say (we are talking about children six to ten years old®)!

Yes, with hardly any success; the older boy when nine years old,
was a fculture - trustee™ and, from time to time, with a hypo-
cn§E$ which would have shamed mature politicians defended his
"position™ with the following slogan: "Father, it is still better é
if I do it!™ Poor children}

Pretty well.

Yes,

No = even his father was a democrat in this respect.

Yes; he coulcd not make his father understand him and many times

he would hear: "You are crazy, my son,"
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(1) He lived a very limited family life. The herm:tically sealed
years he spent in prison made him numb and thusuEBIt only his
responsibility or duty toward his family, although he strived
to do it in an acceptable manner, Occasionally, he remembered
that he also was human, but then quickly"returned to his hard-
ened self",

(14b) It was not typical.

(14¢) When he had free time = did he? - he would go into the mountains
with his sons; on one occasion, after seeing hikers with heavy
knapsacks on their back, panting and sweating, climbing a steep
hill, his seven year-old son asked: "Father, do the tourists
earn a big salary?"

Respondent was obliged to admit that only children had sense.

(14f) Respondent did not have spare time; however, if he wanted to go
anywhere, no one hindered it. The AVO had his home under con-
stant surveillance for many years: who QL%%E!E!!EE, ete, How-
ever, the janitor said only what respondent told him to.

(15) They have loosened, to a great extent.

(s Yes;_as a result of the occupation of the parents, cooperative
day nurseries,and the general misery.

(16) Yes; they became more closely related, even in the negative as-
pects of the evaluation,

(16b) e) Yes;, they did, they became lax; ¥@a courtships and marriagess
wune Glven W

L
less consideration, and occuﬁing with inadequate

responsibility or thought of consequences. The parents® absence ,
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due to more than full time occupations, certainly contributed

to this., In respondent's opinion’though , & more important
reason is that they did not think of "tomorrow".

Yes, in spite of the closing of the houses of prostitution.
There were coffee houses with their "regular”prostitutes.
Besides this, the call girls would solicit people on certain
streets.

m{ho the heck knows?", there were periods when i® appeared that
way, for example in 1949-50, but generally - flespondent believes

they were not strict.

Ies.

Yes, they are more independent, but the price for it is . such
hard labor that there are Eﬁaﬁz?zould gladly see the return

of the harem. The women don't need equality - #H#8 only old
maids are advocatingftéthey seem to desire something altogether
different. Even Respondent does not exactly know what.

Very much,

Alright - I'11 think! Met at the university in 1936 (she or

he not specified),

Occasionally we read books, next to each other,

(This finally is a more sensible questicnl)) Respondent used to
say that he selected or screened his friends by asking him-

self this question: would he be willing %o stick by me, even 1f’
during the course of a fight, the two of us would have to face

a much stronger foe? He does not value those friends who are

pot willingz to share his troubles. In other words, the criterion
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ohattar ¥

of real = friendship isuu beazsﬁ under any hardship for

a just cause.

Many of the above - in a strange way - were in his circle of
friends.

Complete freedom of religion, religion is one of the most

sacred private matters.

This is his convietion,

Yes.,

NO, s - Protestant churches - principally the Reformed -

were attacked the least,

At first they desired to utilized them for their own ends; then
destroy them. _

Mostly opportunists, rather than loyal to the regime, or per-
haps this was thelr way of helping.

Well, they did not hold anyone with a rope. Howeven:: in general,
church_goers were called to account for it everywhere.

The older folks attended more frequently, as did th?rzgasants
in the Catholic areas, and the former middle class m%%shad
aside anyhow. Less frequent in their attendance were the
Hungarian people in general; especially the Communist Party
officials; the leading government office holders and a signifi-
cant number of opportunists, The youth did not strain itself
either, In the case of the 1atter; not only the influence of
Communism brought this about,

Yes, that is why he answered the above as he did.
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The Roman Catholic Church, alone, was important in this role.
As a faithful'Protestant, he can only view this question
objectively,

Doctor,

&
Tr to obtain outstanding recognitién in some specialty.

The best groups:
1, Party leaders, high-ranking members of the political
police;
2, Leading governament functionaries,

Ho
3. Certain segments of intelligensia operating in independent

fields:
a, Doctors, Artists, Writers,

b, Raesearchers,

¢. Cortain experts, even if, according to main occupation,

they were wage earners,
L. Wage carning craftsmen, engineers,
Worst groups:
1. Those of the former middle class who were cast
aside,

2, Certain categories of workers,

3. During a certain period, the entire peasantry, but most

_ particularly the kulaks,
L, Clerks.

As far as his financial situation was concerned, approximately

in the middle; politically, the worst = not even in a listed
Catagory'o
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He was quite satisfied with his lot; he had no particular
desire to belong to a better group. He was not starving;
nor wag he ir rags and he was actually quite happy to be
anMoutcast,”
He denies‘that there are social classes in Hungary and he
objects that the questions are simplified to this extent,
Those groups, which had been developed to the extent to fit
this characterization in Hungary; are not social groups; but
may become such in due time,

(This question cannot be viewed from an American standpoint,

where mainly the bank account designates the social group

and not so much the arrival on the Mayflower.)
But, if he is pushed to the wall (Ha meteroszakolnak):

a, Leading suppressors,

bo Suppressors,

Co Suppressed,

d. The most suppressed.
Of course, one could also say X that they are:

a, Intelligerlsia

b. Workers

¢, Peasants, too.

(ﬁpparéntly respondent was pushed to the wall quite a bit,

because he is writing for the project a study on"the
changes of social groups in Hungary.™)

He did not feel any barriers,

Less.

More direct, but at the same time less courteous, a certain
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ugly, uncouth mannerism was rapidly gaining ground ;
"Mert tudja, maga, Kovacs elvtdrs" (As you know, you comrade Kové%s]
"Oreglany" (0Old gal)
"Cuce™ (Sorry, do not know the corresponding English slang).
And other delicacies of this sort, But there are those who
state that this izzyhat you must have in a real democracy,
"It could be, I have not, unfortunately, been able to
B:sg::ﬂ:gqaainted with a single democracy, Could someone
one? Slowly but surely I could use igyn

(24) Iea, at one time, the Yugoslavs (Croatians, Serbians, Catholic
Serbians - horvat, sfferb, bunyevac ) minority groups,

(2ba) He claims that the Moscow regime favéjired and put into leading
positions mainly northern E%aw elements, Of course, it could
be that this symptom was onky a"forging ahead" reaction of these
formerly suppressed national ainorities,

He also states that the jews (although he is against their
being considered a minority) could « in a rather conspicuous
way - get advamtages from the regime, This was undoubtedly
one of the most striking phenomenc@ of the last decade,

He is quite concered about it because this fact influences
indeed very much the view one takes about the part played by
the jews in Europe and in the whole world,

(25) Unfortunately, he had answered it above.

(25¢) He Wa® had meny excellent Jewish friends; has some, and will
always have some! These friends' attitude toward the regime
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was entirely identical with his. They opposed it,

Yes it increased = even more than during the arrowcross
period, because then, at least, there were some people - a good

part of the workers, peasantry, the more cultured segment of

the intelligeﬁéia - who felt sorry for them, This is not so

today, today they don't have tobe pitied for anything; they are

in a much better situation than the broad masses.

Until the present regime will last, they will live = with

smaller or greater fluctuations - better than the average

citizen, but respondent does not feel that, after the disapyearance
of the regime; they would have any security in Hungary. It 3
would be wise indeed to start ahead of time their "trans-
plantation,”

Nobody should be fooled by the moderation, restraint,during

the revolution! Then primarily something else mattered; and

the nright" political attitude banned any action against
the '§W80

Yes, the J;ws should be removed from Hungarian soil, in their

VP aiad
very own interest! "I'm afraid, I am very,afraidl™
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Pretty much,
Because he is still a naive soul who believes that one can
obstruct the Danube with a stalk of straw, (é;;Fhiszi hogy lehet
szalmaszallgl Dunat .rekeszteni,)
Politics occupied a rather big sphere of his activities - he
is zsxkk ashamed of it becausef%oes not believe it to be a positive
manifestation,
In *46-'47 he was less interested because he hoped to become
a decent bourgeois. He was a statistician and hoped to be able
to spend all his energies in economics,
During the pre-war period, starting from '36, he worked along the
lines of the agricultural socialists (Falukutaték).
In "42='43-"4), he took part in illegal, anti-fascist, anti-
German actions,
In & '47-'48 he took part in illegal anti-Communist actions.
Starting from '52 until the Revolution, in anti-regime groupings,
As far as he was concerned, '45 did not bring the political
development he had expected. During the period of '46=147, he
had some hope that the road toward democracy was still opeg, but
the elections of 1947, showed that the lowering of Hungary to
the status of & Soviet colony had been adequately prepared,
The belief of this preparatio%gfas also justified, as far as his
own state was concerned, o arrested and imprisoned in the
fall of 1948,
From '48-'53 he was rather hindered to react to the political

situation,
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They meant a "rather" great help in keeping people in line.

He had to get up daily at 4:30 in the morning and he loved to

sleep - this he can never forgive., He can truthfully say that

he has always been against Communism, and he can also truthfully
state that his feelings were never as intensive as during those
moments mEmx when the alarm clock would ring. Every minute was
carefully figured out - he put his milk to be heated, simultaneously
ran down to awaken the janitor, ran back, drank his milk, and

ran down the stairs again to be there when the janitor would open

s the'regimeo

the door and let him out amidst their both EESSESE
XII - their presence was a yardstick by which he could measure

2

his own misery.

VI -« he had good reasons for this,

XI « he could have done something worthwhile and was not allowed
to, ("Igen, mert mindig szé&l&%aﬁ csinaltam, Es azt is a
1eghitv5nyabb alakra" - Respondent made allusion to the Phalansté}e
scene of The Tragedy of lMan, where Michelangelo is forced to do
factory work.)

XIv,- I,- ITI,

Iv, VI, V, TII, - even the intellectuals would have like to xak eat
and have some type of shelter,

XIv, IV, II, - this does not apply to certain regions, the Protes-
tant peasantry of the Dunéntdl, Vasmegye, Hajduség, Biharmegye,.
does not give a damn about its priests. (Fﬁtyﬁl a papjaira.)

v, 1II, Y.
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Starting from '54, his conviction was that some changes must
occur in the Soviet system and thus also in Hungary; this belief
was more and more borm€out by.the events of the following years.

And nothing is more characteristic as far as his sharp politi-
cal insight is concerned, than the fact that in the evening of
October 22, 1956, he had absolutely no inkling about the outbreak
of the Revolution on the following day.

He had never felt any mxagex exaggerated respect for any political
party.

No - he was a peaceful bourgeois.

No = he is terribly stubborn.

His opinion about the Communist Party and Communism did not change.
(While examining the following alternatives, Respondent said, more
to himself: let's see now which i%ﬁ% fits me or in which Iﬁ;ﬁ do

I fit in?) (Two-he exelaimed with triumph.) But he does not think
that the Communist Party should be driven underground. They should
come out, while watched,(Let them come out, and may the devil...
(gyujjenek ki, a fene egye meg Sket!")).

Necessarily. According to his opinion, the majority of the Hun-
garian nation, lthy? What does the Hungarian nation have to do with
it? It does not even understand what it is all about. "I am

also a commanist, because the price of the bread went up," does

not mean fraternizing with Communism, (Mar en is komenista vagyok,
mert felemeltek & kenyér ér;t," nem jelent kommunistékkal valo
bratyizdst?!)

It was imposed through financial dependence and terror organizations,
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Everybody with everybody else, when this was possible; only in
the closest family circle, when this was not possible.
This was utterly impossible.

Was there anything else? The servile tone of the newspapers, the
parrot-like %%oif the slogans, them for
purposes of demonstration, expressions like Métyés Rdkosi the
Father of the Hungarian nation; (Rakosi Mﬁty&é, a magyar nép
atyja;) the fact that in each technical book, the introdution
started out with: ™According to the findings of excellent
Soviet scientists,..™ One could not have written a book about
how to raise mushrooms without saying: "4s Lenin already had
told USe.se™ Such "little" annoyances poisened the atmosphere,
laybe the fact that he was not bothered by these, while in.Recsk
(the kickings were annoyances of a different nature).

Moscow, |

Was there anything else but bureaucracy?

Generally reliable Party members.

Not applicable,

Being a Party member meant for a few, conviction, for the majority,
prosperity or power, and for many just being left alone.

Those who had sound minds had to become dissatisfied, the oppor-
tunists only if their interests were not assured any more,

No,

Would have been completely out of the question.

The Party leadership from Moscow.

Yes sir! WVhen hired by the glass factory of Tokod, he was given
a membership booklet and told that each month he had to glue in a
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certain stamp. He was not asked whether he wanted the booklet)
but he did not protest against accepting it,

Heé in the stamp,

The members were rather disgusted, it was thought of as being a
branch of the Party. Of course those who were organizing it

had slightly different opinions and if one looked very hard one
could always find a couple of idiots who believed in it.

They executed the orders of the Party - they gave it a basis,

For some time they protested among themselves, then they accepted
their existence.

Very few = but this number varied during the last decade,

The youth became aware of the inhuman traits inherent in Communism;

for a decent living

it had to realize that the possibilities/were always being narrowed
and that not only did it not have any proper chances to finish its
studies but not even mmxk adequate work was assured. Of course,
factors like "desire for freedom", "uncompromising attitude"”,

"not being tied by family life"™ must alsc be taken into mmmmk
consideration.

It was organized according to Soviet modelg. Its duty was the
fulfillment of the will of the Party.

By application and by enlistment. Besides, some "trust ‘worthy"
elements from the army and police were being transferred by the
most varied means to the AVH, Till 1950 there was rivalry; after
that the police were subordinated, but even in the period of

dependence, there was a latent hostility.
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(10k) It x&x is his firm belief that the AVH and the Party functioned
parallelly - he cannot imagine that there would have been any
antagonism because both were executing the same orders.

(11) Yes, he himself,

(11d) The groups would vary in time - the liquidation waves would come
according to certain programs. It was characteristic, though,
that besides the individual reasons one could always detect =

common reasonse
Who would be arrested? Those about whom it was pretty obvious
that thegu were the enemies of the regime, or those about whom
one could reasonably assume that they were against the regime, and
there were also arrests which were done for purposes of setting
examples.

(11g) Yes.

Wthat should I tell you about concentration and forced labor
camps? Maybe a dream.

While in Recsk, he dreamt that he, together with five fellow-
prisonerqﬁgg‘going to be hanged, there was a g bright zumE sun-
shine and he figured: I am sure that the sun will beat into my
eyes, while I'm going to die. That just shows that I've been
unlucky during my whole life and I'll continue to be so until
my very last minute., I'm sure that my colleagues will be much
calmer, much luckier: they'll be able to die in hx the ahadow;
while I'1l have the sun in ny eyes. - "Do you want to know more

about Recsk?" (I could not answer., Later on, he did tell me more. )
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During the summer of 1948, He did have a premonition, he

and his co-workers had finished a big job, they went out to
celebrate, and in the midst of drinking, he suddenly exclaimed:

"T will not be able to do it for long anykore.“ Ever since he
had been ashamed of this incident. He actually had tears in his
eyes. All his life, he hated to be pitied, and, during that ban-
quet, he demanded symphathy., The fact is that he did like his co-
workers, and he did hate to go to prison. But it was unavoidable,
he knew it. |

(At this particular moment, I did not have the heart to pursue the

matter legally, See charges in Section W.)

"I should advise someone, I, who did not steer clear of trouble?"
he burst out laughingly.

There were definitely flﬂ%hations, itls his feeling that the
terror was the strongest after the outbreak of the Korean War,
(See more specific answers under Interview "B".)

It played the decisive part.

He read newspapers, and he watched the events.

ierror organizations (AVH, policg,army) the guidance of the so-
called political life, of the smmmm economic and cultural 1ife;

there was ne field where their influence would not have been felt =

slowly everything was being transformed.
What were the Russians not concerned about? They looked into
the toilets. (He again burst out laughing ) maybe I should say

it with the words of Illyés: (from his famous poem "One
Sentence on Tyranny")
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Hol zsarmoks "g van,
ott zsarnoksag vag,
nemcsek a p%skachben
nemcsak a borténokben
nemcsak a vallatg'szobékban,
nemcsgk az ejszgkaban
kidlto Or szavaban,
ott = zsarnoksdg van
nemcsak a filst-soteten
lobogo' vadbeszedben,
beismeresben, .
rabok fal-morse-jeben,

P i . »
nemcsak a biro hivos itéleteben: bunos?

coo0

hol zaarnokség van, ott van
jelenvaldan
mindenekben,
ahogy rég istened sem;
(16) Openly under no cirsumstances.,
(16¢) This changed according to the flééﬁéions of terror., According
to the latter, the circle of those one could talk to either in-
creased or decreased.
(16d) Economic problems - but even he had =mx enough sense to lock
his mouth when it came to political matters.
(17) Of course,
Clever people always have answers to everything -« but I'm not
one of them, as you may have noticed,
(18) The reign of terror, the complete financial dependence of the
citizens (everybody was wvulnerable from this point of view).
The weak points were the obvious contradictions, the repeated
corrections which made the previously faithful unfaithful and which

gave hope tc those who desired the disappearance of the regime,
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(19) Till 19&»7; there had been political groups which opposed the
regime!,hg- in the frames of the Smallholder's Party, and in
those of the Social Democratic Party; % after the elections of
'47 the so-called Aeti.:it.y Parties (tevékenységl phrtok); but
after the Mindszenty and Rajk trials, and maybe even before; this
af type of opposition was not possible ény{moreo

After this period, only the so=called Conspiracy of Decent
People existed, which embraced a great sphere of people but which
only existed through manifestations of antipathy toward the re-
gime; but even under this form, it had a good influence on those
people who were ready to give up hope.

(19b) The non-compromising, rather ousted elemeats of the ex-middle

class were hostile to the regime, it was very apparent that they
knew that their liquidation was only a matter of time,

The aristocracy cannot be grouped among the opposing eloments;
because after ',5 this class did not represent a & to be
taken into consideration.

The peasantry showed an unrelenting opposition from the very
beginning; this was facilitated by the fact that the regime could
not transform the peasants into wage-earning workers.

The opposition of the workers was not significant after "48,
And yet the workers were unanimously united in fighting the regime
during October, 1956f! This fact reveals that the opposition was
potentially living also in those strata which could not give voice
to it,
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The Party and the groups formed around the state machinery
(az allamhatalom kérul kialakult csoportok). The reason is
obvious.

It can be assumed that the Party leadership, after the 20th
Congress, wanted to provide a means to vent the intermal

tensions.
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(1) He read = from A to Z the Szabad Nép daily. According to the
opinion of some of his friends, Respondent was one of the three
or four people who did this, Of course this was exaggerated, but
the exaggeration was typical,as far as the Szabad Nép was concerned,
He also listened, periodically, to foreign radio broadcasts,

but since hz dog:s not speak any other language, only GEEaSRSSRCINS
'a
understood somM&, he was able to evaluate the information only in

a mosaic fashion,
Frank

He also read foreign newspapers., L'Humanité, Examfurter Zeitung
(Oder). He was able to obtain these due to the nasty comments some

of his friends made about him spending money on Communist papers.
So what could he do? He wrote to the above newspapers that he
was poor, had no money to spend on foreign newspapers, couldn't
they send these to him free? They sent them. In this way, his
friends couldn't accuse him of assisting the Communist press. Un~-
fortunately, he could not fool the Sgabad Nép in this manner, and
had to buy it,

"It should serve my salvation that in France I have not purchased

a single issue of L'Humanité, but tomorrow out of sheer reverence,
I will buy one, But don't squeal on mel"

He listened to Free Europe and to the Ankara and French Radio,
too. Not much though, because occasionally he would rave about
their naivetg’xnﬂ other times about their foolishness. On these
occasions, Respondent said: "Is that old brokendown,hand cranked

phonograph resurrected from the attic speaking again?" ...
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(1a) Since it was 2 matter of saving his skin, the news source of
the Szabad Néga
(2) Being aware of this being a sad fact, he must, nevertheless, ad-

mit that he did read aFoto Assuredly, it was all a waste. He
should have rather milked goats in the Durance valley,

(2g) "I already confessed above that I did, as a matter of fact, I
stumbled across mimb-Commmunist papers, too."

(3) He dm did not attend the movies because he was always very
sleepy and would much rather sleep. "Don't tell anybody, but
from 1945 to the Revolution, I saw only about ten movies.y¥ Save my
soul if I didn't bawl during the Aﬁerican movie, There Were Five.™
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"Won't they take me to America because of this? Honeatly; I
really cried,"

What should T tell you about the type of film i for example mw

the above one was - entertaining, or political? I tried to see
good films,

See above,

Xk Attended only once in twelve years; he is crasy about Cyrano =
Just could not restrain himself - he asks to be forgigen for this,
too - that he dared to go = and for that it only happened once,
Life is tough!

He belongs to that legion of men who reads, He believes that he
has read two or three beoks per month - occasionally even more.
Sometimes he would read at work, too.

He liked Mﬁricz, Babits, Ady, Shakes;eare, Balzac, Voltaire,
Thomas Mann, I1lyds; Ibsen was also uie of his favorite retreats.

There 1s trcuble with his desire % read, he reads mxmyg every-

thing; at the plant where he worked - 1e alone read the Communist
pamphlets!

Respondent knows that he will be d:spised for it - but he
read”therévtoo - and often his sister had to tear down the door
to get him out.

He listened to it,
He listened to those, too.
The news was reliable, the propagand: silly.

He gave up this type of information. In some cases, he interrogated
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people arriving from abroad - but this was seldom possible,

If you had lived with us p¥You would not ask this type of question.
The lies stank from a mile, Lying people, lame dogee..

Yes, often,

Yes = daily = what kind of opinion could one have about the
Szabad Nép!

Rarely - he had the feeling that it was some new kind of baloney.
Very few,

(10abedefg) He believes that he knew the truth about all of them,

(10n)

(As Respondent is the head of the Revolutionary Council in Paris;
the answer given by him to this question is "slightly"™ longer than
answers given by other Respondents., Some of the views expressed
are contained, with additional details, in an article written by
Respondent in the October issue of the periodical Marcius ég Ogtébar
(Octover, 1957, issue), )

On the highway of peoples in Hungary, there have always been

those who were being chased and also a good number of those who

did the chasing, The waves of refugees follow one upon the other,

No political change of m significance took place in our country

without forcing some of our countrymen into exile,

One or two eminent persons among those who went into exile

following the fall of the short-lived Communist regime of 1919,

found refuge in tha West; but during Worl Jag II, already a greater

number of our countrymen turn up here and participate successfully
in the task of defending human rights., Sh=
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(1.0n) The next importsnt wave of refugees starts at the end of

World War II, Srme blame the Nazi occupation, others fled. the
Soviet occupation, But all of theﬂlleave themFatherland to )
embark upca itsecurity. This wave is made up of soldiers and of

the Hungeriai middle class which, in turn, sweeps along with it

also a s’gni.icant part of the aristocracy. Very soon, there is

a zkmvage leavage in this group: the greater part returns to

Hungary. Among the politically.minded, naturally, mostly the
rjghtést elements stay abrged. This group already begins to
organizs itself, The soldiers remain soldiers, they organize in

the m/litary way; they want t% make use of military means in
e

sett g about their tasks. $imy could hardly have expected any-

thing else from them,
servant

;ivil/middle class makes up the rest of this group: the class

accepting
desendent on the regime which happens to be in power EXEKEREXNE
jcs political principles; the class which, even after a decade
spent in exile, has been unable to separate itself emotionally

from the systeri which had assured its existence.

Around 19473='48, in consequence of the marked Communist ad-

vance, the movement at our Western frontiers is again increasing,
The process of Bolshevization of the country has become evident;
there are those who flee from immediate danger, others because
of the hopelessness of the political and economic situation. Withe
out being made up exclusively of political refugees, this group

shows mx most narkedly a political coloring. With this wave come
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(10h) out most of the politicians who held important political posi-

tions at home., Despite the fact that all of them fled the Com=
munist terror, their political belie’s are fairly diverse., On
the other hand, almost without exception, they think that their
exile will be.of short duration, c¢nvinced that, after their ree-
turn home, they will be able To resume their political activity
where they had left & off, Relyl:g =3 especially on their
views formed before the Revelution {of October-November 1956),
they consider@ having the?;ggzdghauce to do so, because they
were in no way connected with the Cimmnist era.
The great political = QEEEHMEﬁ’of this group was to create, with
the financial aid put at its disposel; the "official™ Hungarian
Comnerl

r"f‘"} Lyt vl =

emigré organization, the Hungarian lNatisna

The fact is that the Hungariy: Nationa: g
to build up its organization in such a way a: to satisfy either

representative, or democratic, or practical neys,

As to the question why +le Hungarian National
to be inefficient; and be~ime completely disorganized qi, the time
of the Revolution, ot.ers, better qualified than I, }uue already
given the answer, Zncluding prominent members of the &smﬁ”‘““g
’tself,

As a consequence of the second Soviet intervention on the 4w
of November, 1956, approximately 200,000 Hungarians h=mmer left
their country after the Revolution. If we study the structure of
thie group of refugees, the first thing that =txm strikes us is

the fact that the great majority = consists of young people.
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This should not be surprising; the Hungarian Revolution was the
revoluticn of the Hungarian youth., They were driven 488t to
flee, but at the same time, they found it zasiest to accept the
risks connected with flight. It would be bold to assert that

all of these 7voung men were Freedom Fighters; there are among
them alsc those who did not participate in the fights, buﬂf%:r

various reasons did not want to accept life at home any longer,
However, just ss we find among the Mauthentic" Freedom Fighters
weaker elements, similarly, very useful ones can be found in the
other group. Hence, our countrymen whc came out after the Revolu-
tion are also creating a mixed impression,

This youth shows great independence with respect to political
questions, In the same way as they showad themselves capable of
formulating their political demands in the first hours of the
Revolution, so now they state clearly what they wanted and what

they want. They are distrustful. Also, they have every reason

to be so, For years, they witnessed that those who were leading
them, or preterded to, were not serving their welfare, or that

of Hungary., The distrust of the youth is only aggravated by the
spectacle of spli@ps dividing mmx our life in exile, of the
strife among organizations and groups facing each other in sharp
antagonism, Fecr years, they were fed lies about democracy; here
in the free world, they want to get true democracy.

What_we_ thought at home about the emigré policy in the West:

Possibily people with an excessive interest of political issues




NO, 551 A" INTERVIEW SECTION C JLB p. & 65

heard, once in ;Phile,of our emigré politicians living in the
West. At any rate, very little. In general, however, we did

not reckon with them a® home. In summing them up there was, if
anything, a bad after-taste., At home we could see the truth HESH
of the statement emphasized by the-murEs soberﬂéroup of emigrd
peliticians: "The ma%date expires at Hegyazshalom"™, Well, it
has expired!

This was our opinion in general: "It is easyf%lamor out there

in security, and to count on coming home when it will be safe to
do so, to take over the leadership.”

What was_the opinion about the emigré policy of the emigré magsses
living in the West?

If we believe in the idea of unity of the Hungarians, we have
to raise this question, toc., Alas, the aanswer there too is a
sad one, It is an almost unanimous ansver: the official emigre
politicians lived in such an aloofness from the emigréd masses that
they had hardly any connection with them. Their activity did not
include efforts to establishiiy direct contacts with them.

And what_f£m do_the emigre politicians s:y?

Their opinion of themselves is the mos® appalling of all, Ekxx
Thus we reach the conclusion that the smigrd policy was not

good, whether we consider it from the point of view of those at

home, or_ that of the emigré masses, or that of the emigré politi-

cians themselves,

Are emigré political organizations and politicians necessary?

Nations whose sons are forced in grezt number to chose the

road of exile, cannot, in general, give free expression to their
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(10n) ideas and to their will., That is the very reason why so many

of their sons are driven into exile., The true feelings and in-
tentions of s¥d@h peopleé forced into silence ought to be made
known to the world at every possible occasion and by every decent
means. Of necessity, the exiled sons of these oppressed nations,

who have escaped into the free world, take it upon themselves, ine
dividually or grouped in organizations, ©To inform the world about
the will of their peoples. Usually, they are the same persons
who undertake the social and politicel organization of their
fellow-refugees,

We can hardly find any evidence of success m either in the
earlier, or the morexz;;;::?Shistory of the Hungarian emigréa;
nevertheless, we should take courage frcm the fact ¢that Czecho-

slavakia, which emerged after the breeking up of the Austro-
Hungarian monarchy, was to a great extent, the result of the
work of politicians in exile,
Who can represent in kim exlle X the Hurgarian People?

In the first place, one point has to be made clear: the Hun=

garian people has never given, and will never give, to anybody
authority or official mandate to represent it in exile.
The mandates with which the people invested its representa=-
tives at kX home, become void in the exile,
It would be wasting our time to try to find constitutional
basis or any other pretexts for such official representation, they
would be no more than fictitious theories without any justification.
Consequently, this is not the direction in which to look

for establishing the right to representation.
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(10h) Hardly anybody would want to contest the assertion that, in
exile, each and everyone represents his country, And one does
it, whether one likes it or not., If we encounter a man, away from
his country; we form after him our opinion of the nation to which
he belongs, from him we ask, and get, our information about his
people,
Hence, represeating our nation is the right and, at the same
time, the duty of all of us,

This basic consideration should guide uc also when trying to
define who is qualified to be active in the "official™ emigre
organizations. In the final analysis, I am inclined to support
the thesis, considered by some naively idealistic, that emigrd
political tasks,also within the = "official" organizations, have
to be dealt with by those best qualified for them, and no pre-
rogatives can come into consideration. Best qualified, because
they possess the best expert knowledge in the field with =5 which
they are to be entiusted, and also m are willing to use this know-
kmg ledge to help our silenced nation, within the given possibili-
ties of life in exile., In view of the political nature of the
workmd to be performed, it is equally important that no objection

Eé;fﬁﬁfr@ised agains® such persons from tae point of view of their
attitude, both while at home and in exils, In my opinion, any
further requiremen’ can only be of secondary importande0

I am convinced that; if we set about this task in good cone

science and with responsibility, we shall be able to select the
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(10n) Dbest qualified persons from among the many hundreds of tﬁ&sands
of our Hungarian compatriots, who were forced into exile earlier,
or after the crvshing of the Revolution,

A few words slout the financial needs of emigré policy.

Every orgin)zation needs having financial means at its disposal
in order to be able to exert with success emigre political actiw
vit§§o We 1ave to provide, in one way o:r* another, for the living

of pirsons
expenses/rctive in the organization, especially if thereby they
are jrevented from performing other work for personal income.
Finsnejal means are also needed to cover material expenditures,
Theugl it cannot be taken for granted that the mmmm success of
gaig € political activié;Bincreases in direct ratio to the amount
of 'inancial resouces at its disposal, nonetheless it is a fact
thit without such resources it would be difficult o count on
¢1y result at all,.

It is no secret that the emigré organizations of the European
nations are receiving financial aid from the Free Europe Committee,
in the form of sums which, while not a personal sacrifice on the
part of the American taxpayers, since they can deduct such con-
tributions from their income taxes, nevertheless, constitute an
actual loss for the U.S. Treasury, 1% is no secret either that,

for this reason, these emigre organizations are often under attack.

Opinions are divided as to whether this state of affairs re=-

sults in complete dependency, or only limited influences I feel
that those who spesk of complete dependency are wrong, but I'™m

inclined to suppose the possibility, and even the existence, of a
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(10n) certain amount of influence, This follows from the very nature
of the situation, denying it and thereby mislead ourselves would
only be another foolishness.

The question arises: can we accept such financial aid? With-
out hesitation, my answer is yes. But only out of the necessity
inherent to our situationg am And we have to be comstantly on our
guard so that under no circumstance may the existing or foresee-

able influence run counter to the intere:ts of our nation. To
forestall such danger is purely a matber of intelligence and of
conscience., No support of such nature could be forced upon anye
one, and it is my belief that no one would want to do i%, there-
fore there is always a possibility of refusing it, if need there be,

The Hungarian Revolution passes judgmen® on the emigré organiga-

tionsanc the emigré noliticians,

With a year gone by, we can make the statement that, contrary
to earlier opinions, the Hungarian Revelution did not bring about

political changes of world significance, But {DSESERIG)

as an
historical fact, its universal significance will never be contested,

One of its consequences is both unusual and interesting. In-
stead of gsome of the protagonists of the Hungarian emigres, of
those at least who had counted with such an eventuality, return-
ing home to resume their political role aad cal%,to account for

the ten yearg?“failings“(those who_have stayed at homéy the Hungar-

—

jan people made itself heard and passed judgment on those who, ine
voking their m "mandates" , represented it in the exile,

The “official"emigré organizationix was weighed and found tom
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(10h) Zgéﬁmo Plans, desires, dreams, constitutional and non-constitue
tional theories of representation have been reduced to nothing.
And, - . ;:“, the "official® Hungarian mmixg emigré organizae=
tion has virtually come to naught,

ST

The Hungarian emigré politiciams had o awaken to the realizae-
tion of the following:
a) Only the Hungarian people had legal continuity, and it

will k always find a way to assert it.

b) <§%ff_had o realize that in the course of the years in
"_"-"""‘-——-.....__..__.....___.

——— T e N )
exile,(only in them\has become congealed jthe assessment of the

political situationﬂ;such as they had salvaged #5 and carriedf%ith
them into the exile,

c) Whereas, at home, time has progressed, life has not stopped;
new political movements have starsed,

d) As year went after year, théy have lost touch with the
Hungarian people,

e) In consequence thereof, they have misjudged the political
powers of the Hungarian people,

f) And with all this, they had to re:lize that if somebody is
forcec into exile, he can hardly expect té;res;ﬁe his political
rols where he had left it off, The passing time inexorably leaves
tehind those who do not i%%é?’- ?f{; with their peoplefghe'ordeals,
the sufferinggandApé;rLolitical movements., They had to realize

that these movements create their own leaders and never come to
borrow from the past,.

We have te try to find the answer why the official Hungarian




NO, 551 "A"™ INTERVIEW SECTION C JLB p. B 7/

(10n) emigré organization, set up by eminent Hungarian politicians,
provided with sufficient financial resources, has proved a
failure,

The emigré politician lives in a fictitious world,

In exile, nearly everything is to some extent conjecture, to
some extent fiction, Why should we restrain our imagination?

Who is there to calm our fictitious desires, or oppose our state-
ments?

In exile, the composition of the air is different, in exile
even the law’okaavitation is different. Consequently, the
exile is a fictitious world,

For this reason, I cannot agree with those who are inclined
to condemn in haste the attitude of our emigres.

In my opinion, we should rather endeavor to find the causes
of the mistakes and the ways of eliminating them lest they con-
tinue to mislead us., Of course, it would be helpful in this
task, if those who committed the earlier mistakes, would be will-

ing to haed the warnings, the well-meaning warningg

The political convictions which the . 1tic anﬁf' !
with him from home becomé con; ealdd in him ‘.ﬁw

Vi of i1
The enigrd politician 1eaves '‘his country’ hecauaq/hia political

k\, i
convicti¢ a* of ‘his political‘principleso Sometimes he does so
voluntgrilg, sometimes under pressure, It appears to be only
., natural that he will stick to these same political principles.

These convictions constitute all his moral capital.
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If we study these phenomena from the psychological point of
view, #hmx their occurrence has to be regarded &® in conformity
with the laws of psychology. The emigre politician is handi-
capped by the lack of the people and of the possibility of

check provided by the democratic system.
Those at home, on the other hand, are not much inclined to
meditate on the faet that we have been forced into exile. The people
go on living even in misery, even under the bloodiest terror. It
keeps moving, it progresses, it declines., But it is constantly in
movement, Amidst changing possibilities, changing conditions,
Meanwhile, in the knapsack of the emigré politician, slowly but
inevitably, his spiritual "provisions for the journey" become cone
gealed like frozen lava,

The conclusion seems to be inevitable that while we at home
have been endeavoring to lay down the plans of a democratic state
capable of a correct applicaetion of socialism, and, subsequentlyg
to put them into practice with the aid of the Revolution, &y= the
official emigré politicians had been going somewhat backwards, If
I waan%o be kind, I could explain this backward movement only by
assuming that the members of the Hungarian National é;;;;:;ﬁ; have

been unable to select from among the post-1945 political, social,

and economic changes those which the people have been genuinely wille
ing to endorse. Did the members of our emigre organization perhaps
think that everything was more or less to be accounted for by=
the Soviet occupation? Or was it their intention to make a friendly
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(10h) gesture toward the Western states, in the first place the U.S.A.,
which in fact can point to greater achicevements under entirely
different economic anc social conditions and the capitalistic
system?

Indeed, at such moments I feel how important it is to breathe
in @ rhythm with our people at home, and to stand by it in all
circumstances, resisting every temptation.

Emigré policy and the political parties.
I am in favor of the party system., Of the multi-party system,

of course, Of the system which was clearly stated in its politie
cal program by the Hungarian people during the Revolution. The
freedom to organize political parties and their free itn:ktnming
functioning follow from the human rights.
In a given case, I can even admit that political parties, or=-
Eaxzx ganized £z freely also in e#ile. This follows not only from
our'§1ght to organizest, but from the definite claim ﬁade to it
by some persons whoe could hardly envisage their political activity
otherwise than within the framework of #ire political party. Further=
more, I maintain that the parties can perform in exile very useful
tasks. In this connection I think, in the first place, of keeping
in touch with the fraternal parties in the West, of establishing
connections,
Yes, the parties should organize also in exile, They have
every right to it.
But they have no right to monopolize, so to speak, the emigré

policy.
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The role of non=party organizations,

This problem has takenig’great significance, ﬁarticularly in
the post-Revkolution period. It is a matfter of common knowledge
that during the years prgcegding the Revolution, there was no
party activity in Hungary., The role played by the Communist

party could hardly be called by that name. Under those circum-
stances it was only natural that the rank and file of the parties
had dwindled away and could not be replenished with fresh elements.
The groups which prepared the Revolution were without party chara=
cter, though among the participants of the Revolution elements of
&k all the various parties could be found, and owing to the parti-
cular nature of the situation, a great number of Communist Party
members, both members out of conviction and those who had become
members for a variety of reasons. The Revolutionary Committeeswere
free from any party influence, in fact, their attitude could be
characterized rather as anti-party, which, av that time, was the
only correct attitudes
m The fact that these organizations joined in ommxd demanding the
multi-party system and the reorganization of the various democra-
tic parties, only proves the point that the true factors of power
of the Hungarian Revolution were serious in their efforts to
establish a parliamentary system based on the multi-party principle.
But their suppert in this direction did not mean that the members
of the Revolutionary organizations left in person the committees

and councils of noneparty character. The tasks which they had set
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(10n) to themselves, at the time were still unfinished, therefore they
remained on :g:é; postis,

It is Justified to suppose that a part of the members of these
,Hévolutionary organizations would have, eventually, found its
place in one or another of the democratic parties; however, due
to the infamous intervention of the Soviet, this could not come

to pass.

Thus were forced into exile many of ocur compatriots with
a broad polLticxl outlook, who can, in a grea: many cases, be

more qualified to deal with emigré political tasks than exiled
politicAins whose sole qu{éiification is a party mandate,

Some of our party politicians would put forward the objections
that it is very difficult to draw into emig-é politics such groups
and the members thereof, because of their lsck of organization.

In my opinion, this argument cannot be defended, The right to
participate cannot be determined on the basis »f whether or not
the person sxiled is & member of some organiz:lion,
The above mentioned objection has, unfortunitely, a dishearten-
ing explanation. The fact is that the field o:i :migre politics
is being dominated by exceedingly small groups a: tompared to

the rather large masses of refugees. lMany a memy:r of these

groups is guarding jealously againsdfsﬁg have no', ieretofore, pre-
sent®g their claim to participation, wishing the' vould continue
to stay away.

I think that 21l mv compatriots with & sober anl| conscientious
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(10h) outlook will concur in my opinion that we have to select the
persons most qualified to deal with our tasks, from the widest
circles possible., I'm also convinced that service in the interest

of our people hes to prevail over group-interest.
It would be just as futile to entrust somebody for sy nas IR
solely on the basis of @13 possible outstanding accomplishments
during the Revolutionx<wiégﬁ a task form which another or others
would be much more qualified. The merit by itself does not
enable a person to deal with every problem successfully in the
best interest of our people.
The same remark applies to the exaggerated claims which can
be heard occasionally from fellow-refugees who suffered persecu-
tion, imprisonment, or forced labor during thexpmiaxst period of
Communist terror., The work in exile means the service of our
people and not a possibility of compensation for personal griev-=
ances, deeply as they may symphathizea with the merits of our come
patriots in this particular category.
The relationship between the "old"™ and "new" refugees.
Tn the first place, let us state the incontestable fact that

differences do exist between the old and new refugees, in other
words, refugees who had left Hungary prior to, or after the
Revolution, The fact remains, even though certain exceptions
can be made, The reasons therefore are obvious; the main reason
follows from the fact that everyone is prejudiced in favor of the

respective attitude and stand which are, so to speak, contemporary
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to the beginning of one's exile, And yet, a decade can bring
extraordinary changes, as in fact it did.
have t
But theses differences akxm yet another importanx reason., It

is almost unthinkable that two large groups of refugees of the
same national origim, im the givemr case, the earlier amd the
Revolutiomary groups, could establish parallelly their repre-
sentative orzarizatioms, The possibility for this does mot exist,
Comsequently, the positioms, with their respomsibilities, have
to be shared. That is, such ought to be the course of action,
But who is to give up volumtarily a positior which has become
established or wom, mmmex merited or usmmerited, Lmr the course of
kg life imn exile? Doing this for the sole reasom of making room
for the mewcomers? It would be difficult to fimd such a persom

ah
amidst our compatriots, Alss, it is omnly humam that this would

be so,

The unified emigre orgamizatiom amd the emigrd policy.
The admirable umnity of spirit of the Humgarian Revolution, and

other practical comsiderations, soom turamed the attentiom of our
emigréé toward the creatiom of a umifiec representative orgamiza-
tion of the Huagarians in exile, The first step im this directionm
was taken by the representatives of the Revolutiorary refugees,
wher, at the time of setting up their organization, they hams re-
cognized the importamce of this question and declared themselves

willing to cooperate with a group of emigré politiciams who, after

having left the bamkrupt Hungarian National Committee, offered

their help and previously established comnectioms. The Humgarian
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Revolutionary Council set up by the Revolutionary refugees was
far from being truly representative. At the time of its estab-
lishment it could not & possibly have been so, since in the

first days of 1957, it was still umable to include in its organi-
zation all those who deserved having a place im it. Fully aware
of this situvation, it stipulated in its statutes that the partici-
pants of the statutory congE}ess were to submit to a screening
procedure, and also that the door be left open to others, not
present at the Congress,

It can be said that since the coming into existence of this
organization up till today, unfortunate skirmishes have been going
on withféileged purpose of creating the unified Hungarian emigré

organization,

The Humngarian Revolutionary Council had hardly been able to
realize any of the goals it had set to itself. There are two
causes of this failure. One is the lack of financial resources;

the other the necessity of =pmm ianding off attacks which have con-
tinuously been directed against the Council,

I do not think that, under these circumstances, we should be
surprised that the creation of unity mé;s with difficulties. Ve
have only to remember that the very seme persons destined to bring
about this unity are a2lso the attackers and the attacked,

Bearing all this in mind, it is difficult to hope for a success-
ful cooperation, despite the fact that a unified representative

organization has been established in substance. There are séemingly
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(10n) inseparable rifts between the groups sharply divided: on the
one hand, a2 new younger set fully supporting the aspirationsmf
of the Revolution, anﬂ,i}éﬁgf, a group of politicians who zix=m
have lost touch with the spirit of the homeland and insist on

congealed principles. All this temds %o paralyze almost all the
efforts for work to be accomplished in the interests of those
at home,
For a satisfactory solution, I can see only one way: ways
and means have to be found <o make thus® see reason and accept
unconditionally the will and objectives of the Hungarian people
as mmnkEf manifested during the Revolubionf\ﬁz% today ame accept-
wmp only out of necessity, or in fact refuse %o accept, these
manifestations of will, sealed with the blood of tens of thou=
sands.
On the other hand, we have to make it clearly understood that
what we need is not unity at any price, but rathe:ﬂgﬁézz; gﬁ»gg%:.

in the spirit of the Revolution.



(1)

(1a)

(2)

(2a)
(2b)
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Respondent would make sure that contrary to the conditions pre=-

valent today, Hungary's independence be guaranteed; it should be-

come neutral and a government responsible to a Parliament be in-

stalled as a result of free elections.

Nothing, Hungary's present structural setup is geared to t%goned
presently ruling system which does not contain the aforementkmmmsix
three factors. Although according to the general opinion there
are organizations which appear to be adequate, maybe even superior
to similar organizations during the Horthy regime, nevertheless,

in the course of general changes, in a new setup evidently all

organizations @@ will have to undergo changes.

Viewing the problem from this point of view, Respondent would
implictly approve of the land reform8, with certain revisions,
He would try to draw the proper line between the publidiily owned
enterprises (mines, great industrial plants, financial institutions)
and the private ones, When drawing the projected line, the
country's social =zm@ endowments and the indivicdual interests of
the poRglation should be satisfied.
Yes, #k the forming zx mt of a parliamentary government is neces-

sary, thus the answer to question (2) is yes.

gefinitelyo
Respondent would make no exceptions,

If a country deserves an Arrow Cross Party, an Arrow Cross
Party should exist and if a country deserves Communists, Communists

should exist.




(3)

(3b)

(4)
(4a)
(4b)

(5)
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The fact that it is possible to form in any one country an
Arrow Cross Party is the guilt of the whole society and of the
other parties as well - the same goes for the existence of a
Communist Party.,

Democracy cannot be weighed on a scale, because then one
would arrive at a semi-democracy and this means exacﬁziy semi~
dictatorship,

But, considering that in Hungary during the last two decades

the political trends went to the extremes (natidnal socialism =
communism), it would be hard to grant such rights without danger
and some solution should be found which would define as to how
far the grouping:B of political views could go.

Manifestations which might be harmful to the best interests of a
state should be forbidden,

Constitutionally brought laws should define which are those manifesta-

tions which would hurt the interests of the state -'ﬁ%? constitu-
tional law should define it and not orders and not a clown.

Yes.

Yes,

In case the attitude of the government were proved to be contrary
to the interests of the nation; an armed mmx uprising would be
Justified even if only a minority group started it,but if it

were a matter of common knowledge that the attitude of the govern-
ment was contrary to the interests of the nati:pno

: le,
Complete elimination of the state capitalistic economic principakx




(6)
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To egn
k= realimm heavy industry by first taking i&ﬁconsideration

the stockpile on hand and the supply of raw materials, the needs
of the eonsumers and the possibilities mof the foreign trade,
To transfer back to the field of small industry the handling
of goods produced by small industry,
To revise the foreign trade agreements by considering the in-
terests of the country,
In the field of agriculture, the type of economic policy should
be introduced which will induce the small farms operated by the
peasantry to produce goods on a healthy basis, taking into consi-
deration the possibilities of export trade.

In reference to the wage system, x Respondent would eliminate
the so-called norms and leave them only in the fields where neither
the quality of the product nor the interests of the workers would

be hurt,
Yes, In Hungary, the production possibilities of the various coal

mines are extremely different. It is a known fact that in Hungary

the quality of the coal varies according to regions - at some
places; coal is mined the calory value of which is about 2,000; and
in some places it goes up from mk®six to seven thousand c:lorieso
Besides this, the methods of coal mining vary with the thickness
of the seam and with the distances the coal has to travel to where
it will be used up., Hungary's coal reserves are 1nsuff1ciant;
therefore the observance of economy measures will render the pro-
consumption,

duction of coal insufficient to cope with xmmmwmpkimmx As a re-
sult, the state will have to take over those coal mines the operation
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of which by private capital is = = uneconomical, It follows
that today in Hungary the coal mines could be left in private
ownership only if : a) mines the operation of whieh is Veconomical
would be shut down, b) although certain mines would be kept open,
it would seriously affect the earning capacity of the workers em-
ployed there,
A1l these factors indicate that: to keep all the mines open
would be possible within the framework which also would make it
possible to maintain a more or less even wage level in all mines,
Essentially, this situation would be hardly different s if all
the mines were owned by the_;tatan
These statements are vagﬁﬁﬁ only in case the question of who

owns the mines is disregarded.

(babec) Respondent would ché%e two different roads to arrive at the solu-

(6d)

(6e)

tion: a) when danger signals indicate that enterprises operated
by private capital fail to satisfy the socialistic needs of the
people);b) when it becomes apparent that likewise the publiodly
owned enterprises will fail to fulfill The =@x social require-
ments of the people because the stimulating power of private ini-
tiative has been excluded. .
In view of the circumstances prevalent in Hungary, Respondent
stands up for the principad of state-owned banks,
State monopolies should be permitted %o exist only in fields

where the interests of the people necessitates them (alcohol affect.

health, ammunition affects security).
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Respondent disapproves of state monopolies other than indicated
aboveo
(6g) He has the worst opinion about them.
As an example, he cites the field of paper supplye The glass
factory at & Csepel &lso manufactured wrapping paper on the basis
of a pre-concé?ived gx plan. This factory had the exclusive
right to put its products on the market., So, here is what happened :
the Csepel glass factory delievered wrapping paper to the so-
callednﬁaper iupply Company. The latter determined a profit ratio
which was added to the price of the wrapping paper. The next
recipient of this merchandise was the company Construction Materials
Supply. Only after having increased the price by an average of
twenty percent did this outfit deliver the wrapping paper to the
other glass works where 1t was used for the wrapping of glassware.
But the wrapping paper did not satisfy the requirements of the
recépient because the quality was poor and the measure ments were
different thaan the ones preseribed in the order. By utilizing
such inferior x wrepping paper the recipient glass factory suf-
fered 60 percent loss in relation to the price quoted to the con-
sumer, and the price difference which was the result of two faultive
organizations coming into the picture before the wrapping paper
arrived at its final destinatiod, amounted tox& 70 percent,
The glass factory of Csepel operated under monopolistic cir-
cumstances and having been lost in the 1abyrinthf§lanned economy,
it was unable to take into consideration the needs of the consum-

ing factory., Nothing and nobody could change this typical economic
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impossibility.

The ministries, exercising supervisory rights over certain
branches of industry, the trading organizations and the manuface
turing plants enter into a contractual engagement with each other;
which shows “the road the merchandise has to travel from the manu-

facturing plant to its point of ultimate destination.

For instance, one ministry orders a certain factory to surren-
der one hundred tons of scrap iron to one of the trading organiza-
tions on a certain date, This ministry will immediately negotiate
and sign a contract with the respective recipient organization,
without consulting the factory which has received the ordep.

The plant registers a complaint with the Ministry, stating that,
although it has beed&nstructed to deliver the one hundred tons

of scrap iron within three months, under the given circumstances,.
it would be able to collect the gm required quantity only within
four years., This obJection elicits no reaction from the ministry =
in the meantime, the factory manages to collect three tons of
scrap iron which it delivers; due to the fact that this quantity
is insufficient, the collecting factory is penalized, In this
case, on the basis of a subsequent court order, the factory had
to pay 24,000 forints and the court order pointed out that the
ministry judged correc?;y the capacity of the factory to collect
the required scrap iron,
(7) Respondent is not in favor of it,
(8) There is practically no country in the world which would not PA,
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indulge, in one way or another, in government planning. This
was not invented by the Communists. But, that form of govern-
ment planning could be brought up against the Communists which
produced an economic bankruptcy in Hungary and which type of
planning has to undergo continuous correction even within the
boundaries of the Soviet Union,

If the purpcse of the question was to find out Respondent's
opinion about the above mentioned planned economy, then he is
definitely against it,

(8)b) It did not work out at all.

(8¢) Yes, but only in the field of guiding principles which have to
be worked out along general lines and only after having taken
into consideration the circumstances under which the country pro-
duces, consumes, and trades.

Except for a limited number of fields, the markets should be
the determining factor in bringing about conditions which influ=-
ence production and prices. This statement should be valid

even in GEEEISosEay such fields where the observance of some
useful elemen%s of planned economy can be detected.
(9) Yes. Religious life, for instnace,
(10) Of course, Many.
(10a) There are two considerations which determine the extent of the
amount of taxes to be paid: 1) the needs of the state; 2) the
extent of the citizens' taxpaying abilities.
(10b) Under the present climatic and historic = conditions; it is every
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citizen's duty,
The constitutionally brought laws and orders should be observed
by every citizen,

It may occur that kmfaxm: some of the former become obsolete -
in this case,the objection to such orders and laws on the part of
the citizens is Justified,

Yes, on the basis of the principle of reciprocity.

This is a complex problem, It did not improve, it became more
general, more widespread, One can state that today in Hungary,
except mfx for some isolated groups of the peasantry, medical
treatment is available to everybody. So, in comparison with the
past, there 1s an improvement in this direction,

Private physicians are the ones who serve their patients, while
physiclans associated with the state health service just dis-
charge their official duties,

Generally 3peaking, they are Bood, but they offer an enticing
opportunity to tﬂmper with kkgiﬁability allowances, They also
create the pasqibility f5=#2, in the interest of maintaining cer-

of treatl
taln statistical rates, Mmexgs certain workers FOEERSTEEE

favorably,

Yes. Respondent used to have ulcers - one day, he had a stomach
ache which caused him to worry whether or not it meant a recurrence.
He decided to have his stomach x-rayed., He went to see the

doctor in the evening. The doctor was unknovm to him. He entered

the office but nobody received him, A lady assistant who was in
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(12a)
(12b)
(12¢)
(12de)
(13)
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the office did not return his grectings., She asked him rudely:
"What do you want?" - "I would like to have an Ee-ray examination.”
« Mihat for, why?™ - "I believe chat my stomach needs a checkup.”
- "Do you have a file card?" - "I do not have tae."™ = "Then why

do you have a stomach condition?" - "I really couldn't answer

this."

The assistant took Respondent to the doctor. .e asked Respon-
dent: "What's the trouble?” - "I would like to hav. an X-ray
examination."™ - "He has ul:srs," added the assistan:, - "Do you
have a filing card?f - "N¢," = "Then how do you knoi?" - "I have
symptoms similar %o the vaes I had six months ago when the x-ray

examination showed that 1 dld have ulcers.™ - "Come nw, every-

body can say this.” Anc vhe doctor turned to the assiswant: "Give

him an appointmen®, odut cfter working hours." Responden: left
the office but *his time it was he who did not say goodbye.
Yes,
No.
They dr - they even fight for tickets.

- bg
The igri#cultural population has less opportunitied,

e

Mot only don't they have time, but they don't have money #ither.

Generally, no. However, an improvement is noticeable in the ca:s

of the agrarian proletarizns, However, the new social stratum

wCame into e::is has no chance to obtain the necessary

nourishment. Some elements of the former middle class are the

members of this group - pensioners; their misery is fairly gréét
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although it %= does no® approach the situation of those who lived
under similar conditions X during pre-war times.

Better.

Respondent is unable to answer this question. (He was imprisoned
at the time.)

Yes, A replacement o' the privileged classes occurred,

Noe

Better,

See answers to quesi‘ons (13b).

The differences ¢ © Sulitantial.

Yes.
The ine~ <5 in industrial production in Hungary is influenced

oe =¥ by the lines along which industry, during the course of
history, devoloped and also by the Soviet Union's foreing this
increase and emphasizing the utilization of the available cheap
labor pool.,
According to the way the workers conceived ity ?%fore the economy
was put under state control, The idea being that true and freely
elected representatives of the workers be delegated into the

leadership of the plants. The purpose: the workers' interests
should be represented.

The protection of the workers' interests.

Completely.
It should be entirely voluntary.

The factories should be run by those who are primarily interested



(16e)

(17a)
(17b)

(17¢)
(174)
(17e)

(17£)
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in the result of the production - the owners. Should the owner-
ship of a plant belong to a private capitalist or to some type
of community, under all conditions one should take into considera-
tion Hungary's social and economic endowments and thus the repre-
sentatives of the workers should be included in the management
of the factory, if necessary even through the system of workers'
counclls.
Through some type of =im solution, an emphasis should be placed
on the fact that the delegates of the workers in the management
represent the social interests of the workers and not serve any
political purpose - for instance, the purposes of party politics.
The management of the factory should have a dval responsibility -
it should be responsible to the owners, be they capitalists or
community, ard to the werkers, rather to a body elected by the
workers - for instance, a workers' council.

Some are gocd -~ for instance, those which were formed voluntarilyo
He approves only of such state-farms which were set up in the in-
terest, of &= agriculture and which truly serve such interests ad-
vantageously.

Let the members decide by voting,

Exclusively the members.

Yes, but in such & way that conditions for the economical opera-
tions of the farms be prevalent,

Yes. This should vary according to the location of the farm and

e
according to the product involved, but the , generally
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speaking, should not be more than 140 acres, even if extensive
farming is planned.
Not all the land should be returned to private ownership. Public
owmership should be maintained in the case of special # model farms,
and such cooperative real estate which was created voluntarily.
Generally speaking, yes, provided that the size of such land would
not exceed the above mentioned gégiinga Restrictions should be
applied to a certain extent in cases where, for instance, the owner
would be unable to cultivate his land,
No,
A1l the assets should be divided among the members; those which cane-
not be divided (buildings) should be used efficiently.
Voluntary collective farms are justified. Generally, collective
farms should be viewed from an economic point of view and not a
political one.
' seeds
Yes., Extension of credit, allocation of fmmis for sowing, breeding
stock, chemical fertilizers.
Respondent would conéider to leave machine tractor stations in
collective or state ownership only in regions where it would be
decidedly advantageous.
Respondent would sell them to one or another farm, depending upon
their needs.
Yes, to a large degres.
Yes,
Noo.

Yes. In a number of cases, churches used to own land and it is




(18d)

(18e)

(18r)

(18g)

view of the fact that the moral teachings of ¥¥® religion should |

sentatives of churches be included in those committees & task
ef=E=geR would be the formulation of educational policies; !
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not likely that they'll ever get it back. Thus, necessarily,
they will be left without any type of financial support = there-

fore, an assistance on the part of the state seems to be absolutel

a.
necessary, However, in such case, the ohservance ogacertain type

of guarantee should render it possible that the church should
not become dependent upon the state,

Yes. The churches should have a voice in public education = in

become part of the education - but only in such a way that repre-

No, But, at the same time, Respondent deems it advispable that in
this particular field churches possess unlimited freedom. |
Respondent would not base his decision on whether G:; school 22 is
public or denominational - his only consideration would be the

quality of the respective school. He would send his children @b
either; dependent on which offers the best educational mx possibili-

ties. A pubdblic school can give a first class education.while a
denominational schocl in itself is no guarantee that the education}
offered there would be first class. |
Lands formerly owned by churches should be left in the hands of

small peasants. As far as the denominational schools are concerned,

they should be given back to the churches and to the respective

religious orders provided they would come up to the required stand-

ards discussed before. i
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(19) Party membership in itself should not be a determining factor,
a dividing line. Respondent personally knows many party members
who, at all times; without fail had the interests of the Hungarian
people'iés heart, And he knows many individuals who did not be=-
long to any party and who, at times, outdid the most extreme Party
members, displaying attitudes that were against the people and
against human digni.ty.
(19a) It is quite evident that Party members should not be treated alike.
(19b)  An independent Hungarian court should call upon the leaders to
give an account for their activities.
(19¢) Whether somzone was a leader or a petty official should in itself
not be considered - individuals should be judged on the basis of
their behavior, independently of their past ranks.
(19gf) See subquesticn (b),
In addition Respondent states that a third system would also &
make use of internment camps: "I don't believe in redemption,"
(19n) They should be judged on the basis of their former attitudes.
These should bring about either complete acquittal or furnish exe
tenuating circumstances. And, if possible, it should be deter-
mined whether opportunism or sincere convictions led them to side
with the Revolution,
(20) St. Stephen recognized the fact that only through the adoption
of Christianity would it be possible to intergrate the Hungarian
people into the cultural circle of the West, And Hungary became

the stronghold of the Western world - this assertion seems to be
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supported by the fights with the invading Tartars and by the
victory of Nandorfehervaro These events either roduceqthe power
of the onslagght to which the Vestern world was exposed, or &

= repolledf't:'.o a large extent, Hungarian Renaissance started with
the Anjous dynasty and reached its pinnacle during the reign of
Mﬁﬁf}és. The Hungarian Renaissance certainly rendered substan-
tial contributions to Western culturej.

A scrutiny of the Hungarian question as it stands today appears
to lend support to the conten:i::n that the recent Hungarian
Revolution is not significant from the point of view of world
history., This statement is contrary to belief which wumx was formu-
lated during and immediately after the Revolution,

The public opinion of the world should not be mistaken for #o v ew
ﬂﬁ the various governments of the world not even £ these came
to power as the result of free, democratic elections. Therefore,
it would appear desirable to examine the structure of the Western

democracies with the purpose of finding out why, with regard to
certain questions, the position taken by the people differs from
the attitude of their respective government, although the moral
facuorgyigén%nghgoggggégnt appear to be identical. What then is
democracy?
(21) Yes.
(21abc)} Yes, it does.
(21d) Yes, it did.
Ordeals usually have a maturing influence on the individual,

therefore, they have the same effect on peoples, as well as societies
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The violent fluctuations caused by the prof&ﬁd changes in the |
political and economic systems in Hungary caused the people there

to adopt a realistic view, which even the opressing Soviet system
could hardly influence; at the same time, this statement is

valid in the case of the former ruling stratéfﬁgich did nothing-

to help the Hungarian people develop a resalistic attitude toward

events., fassea
(21lef) With regard %o relationships of #& socral , to each other, one has
to =mm state that peculiar changes tocok place. There arzﬁgsznd
among these Respondent includes himself - who state that these
changes rate as the most positive phenomena of the past decade,
The various social groups which used to thriie under the former [

half 1ﬁit feudal system have disappeared ( let us not look for the

reasons now.) ; it should only be stated that, within the frame-
work of the Hungarian society, they do not exist any#ore. i
The above fact cannot be seriously challenged by pointing out

that the new system, as any other political clique system, has
created certain groups, because these groups cannot be classified
by the greatest stretch of the imagination, as social groups,
To do so would be a great mistake., For a group to be rated as

a social one, it has to exist for a long period, while the above

mentioned groupEEive as long as the system is in power and, when its
gone these groups disappear together with it. (Respondent is going
to write a study,about the changes social groups underwent in

Hungary(for the.ProJect )
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(22) The government headed by Istvén Bethlen, The latter stands
head and shoulders above the others, in spite of the fact that
Respondent maintains the accusation that even under kk this
particular government the semi-sfeudal system existed. The
fact in itself gggtIstvén Eethlen's government was in power for
a very long time in the 20th Century created the possibility

of an evaluation of such nature,

Respondent rates Pal Teleki very highly and the latter's
tragedy wa= does not throw an unfgévorable light on his abilities
as a statesman, but is a cleaﬁcut indication that in the given

situation there was no other way out for Hungary,

(22a) This problem is extremely complex. People frequentlz Judge errone-
ously certain historical periods because they fail to examine them
according to the conditions then in existence, This shortcoming
Agﬁvg;:xéommunist ideologé}sts as a propaganda trick. They inducel

people to judge the past on the basis of today's viewpoints.

It cannot be questioned that during the monarchy s Austrian
people or the Czechs for that matter, were in a better position
thanm the Hungarians were. It is safe to say that the governments
of the monarchy did not have at heart the political, economic

interests of the Hungarian people. It can be stated with absolute
certainty that politically and economically Hungary fell behind
the other Central European countries wESE about fifty years, In
this respect, the monarchy is guilty. But it would be unfair
to state that the burden rests exclusively with it. Due to the

attitude of the ruling dynasty and the statesmen around it, the
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leaders of the monaﬁ?y failed to recognize the enormous possibility

that from confederation of the member-countries a very healthy

political and economic unity could have been createdk; this is

a tremendous loss for the peoples of the Danube Basin, The before-
mentioned statesmen did not have the capability to give priority

to the interests of the peoples of the Danube Basin, so, for
this reason, it is evident that they cannot be held responsible,

It is Respondent's conviction that the reason for the emigration .
lies in the unhealthy policy of those in charge of agricultural

programs, (lack of distribution of land); on the other hand, the

pace of industrialization fell way behind the rapid increase of

the population. The political and economic conditions then pre-
valent in America playedtiepart of a vacuum which attracts.

There was a semi-feudal system in existence till 1945,

Bad.

1) It is Respondent's conviction that it could have been a nucleus
of a parliamentary government which would have been able to fit
itself %& into a social and democractic European structure. But;

the prerequisite to this would have been to accomplish, somehow,
the elimination of the m "protective™ and "guiding" influence of
the Soviet Union.

2) Its effects were damaging beqﬁéée it was unable to topple the

semi-feudal social system and through its inability it allowed

the neo=barroque Horthy system to regress along the lines of

social improvement; this unhealthy situation laid the grounds for

the flare-up of nationalism and also tc a certain degree was (¢ came

responsible for the influence of the Soviet Union,

r
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The social and economic inequality in Hungary before X®& 1945,
was extremely great,

His opinion is extremely unfavorable.

No. And yet it is very hard to judge even today whether in the
given situatiion Hungary had a chance %o remain neutral or oppose
the surrcunding Nazi aspirations,

Some features of the period in question were indicative of Hune
Exxixt gary's second trial to establish a democratic life and, in
this respect, this period differs from the precéﬁding one and from

Honn
the one which followed it. Today we can see that xktghperiodt.of
transition was only preparatory for Hungary to fall in its entirety
into the Soviet sphere of interest, with the assistance of the great
powers,
Respondent is a great believer in the confederation of the peoples
of the Danube Basin - he views the whole group of questions from
this anglen
¢ N
A vilag vagyok - minden, emi ﬁly, van:
a sok nemzedek, mely egymasra tor,
A honfoglaldk gydznek velem hltan
s ,maghodoltak kinja meggyotor,
rpad es Zaldn, Werboczi es Dozsa =
térok, tatar, tot, romdn kavarog ,
e szivben, mely e multnak mar adose
szelid jo@&%el - mal magyarok!
’ L4
e0oEn dolgozni akarok, Elegendd
harc, hogy a multat be kell vallani.
A Dunanal;i mely mult, jelen ® s jOvendo,

egymast olelik ldgy hullamai,
A harcot, amelyet Oseink vivtak,

bekeve oldja ,az emlekezés
s rendezni vegre kozos dolgainkat

ez a mi munkank; és nem is keves, #&x (Attila Jggef)
Why does it sound so true when he says something? I often
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heard the poens he would occasionally quote, but they never rang
80 true. This man, whether an economist or not, for five years

did not have anything else to live for anyEb® but the poems he had
learned by heart, He kept repeating them to himself; he must have
told them to himself even when, once, he was on the verge of going
blind. (While cuttirg stone, a plece went into his eye, and no
doctor was called to remove it -- one eye or so less, who cared?)
In connection with this, let me tell you what the components of

a Recsk friendship were., While he was lying in the barracks, wondering
what hurts more, the actual physical pain or the faet that there
were "good"” chances of going blind, Gyorgy Faludy decided to stay
with him -~ in order to be "excused" from work, he ate half
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a pound of salt, which produced the "desired" effect - his ankles
did swell un to the degree that no shoe could have been pulled
on them, that he couldn't walk, with or without shoes; he was
"excused™, and he started to talk to his stricken friend about =
Tahiti. For the two days; he described the beauty of Tahiti -
they both escaped from the unbearable present and took a trip
together, they didn't see anythiing else anymore but a glamorous
sea, colors so beautiful that one had to be practically blind to
realize their inner glow,
The same Faludy, the translator of Villon, when asked by the
AVO officers to amuse them by telling the story of Flora, la
belle Romaine, la treés-sage Heloisy la reigne Blanche, Berthe
au grand pied; etc.,, replied: "I don't remember.™ They did
try to refresh his memory with the only means known by them to be
a cure for everything = but no matter how hard and often he was
beaten, he never recited a poem - those valuables were his, what
would have become of him, if he had sold his last fortress?
And that is the answer to Sztarek's possessions. Omnia mea

mecum porto - he's always there 180 percent, always in the heavy

armour his past has equipped him with., Poems, prose, philosophy
mean more to him than to us, simple 1ntellectuala; who occasionally
recognized that there were other things in life besides them, if
nothing else, well, then life itself - but for Sztarek and, I
assume, for some of his friends of his stature, life at Recsk was
equated with the values the AVO's could not touch., That's why
there is such ank intimacy between him and the writers quoted -
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Karinthy, Attila Jdzsef "& Co," = they were his fellow-inmates
at Recsk and the friendships struck there were for keeps.

And, as a logical sequence, one suddenly realizes how little
material thingﬁ?%gr people who have &k gotten used to living at
the spiritual summits of life = if he says that two suits are
enough: one for summer and the other for winter and that a third

one would only mean a bother, # one believes it;~and one believes
him that the loss of his wallet around Christmas (1956), which
contained all his material possessions (he had written an article

on economics, was paid "well"™ for it and was"relatively rich"),

K
e )

did not affeet hin gt all, &

- - o

B
(24b)  The countries of the Danube ¥asin - Hungary, Austria, Czechosle-

vakia, Rumania, Yugoslavia and Poland as well as Bulgaria should
be xxk taken iato consideration. Respondent thinks that these
countries should be united in a confederation., It appears to
Respondent that in this confederation Hungary could play a cene
tral role, not only due to its geographic location within the
Hungary's
confederation, but also due to the fact that/economic sitvation is
situated in the middle (industrialized agriculture, etc.). However,
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it would be fooiish to think, in this particular case, of a
so=called lzading role,

(24,d) We were talking about a Danubian Confederation, thus Russia
could not possibly be figured 1nf:besidea, for small countries
to enter into a confederation with a great power, especially
with Russia, cshould be viewed as an impossible and unhealthy
idea,

(24e) He is not in favor of it. If confederation were the solution,
this problem would not come up,

(25) They are people, not bad and not good.

It would be rather hard to classify the population of our
earth into categories: a good one and a bad one., This should
be keft up to Ged who, o3 Judgment Day, will seat some people
on his right and some on his left. (And maybe even he will be
embarrassed),

(25¢) If Communism is viewed as a Weltanaschauung, then very few of the
Russian people have anything to do with it, But if we view the
educational and guiding %ffect of the Soviet reign which presents
itself in & Communist complexity, then we have to say that this

can be found in almost every Russian,

(25d) Yes,and this is the reason why he answered the above the way he
did.

(25e) Except for very small groups, they were received with hatred.

(25f) When in group;, his opinion about them is bad but individually

they are human, like anybody else,with good and bad features.




(25gh)

(26)

(26a)

(26b)

(26cde) Respondent is unable to judge these statements from this point of
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Although the Hungarian people was aware of the Russians exercising
the oppression over Hungary, through their Hungarian stooges, yet,
as far as the Russian people itself was concerned, no pronounced
antipathy was developed toward it, However, it should be noted
that the Russlan people displayed unpleasantm characteristics,
very similar to those of its leaders,
As an economi.st, he views Marxism as a mixxmik critical @ theory
in the field of economics, Nothing more and nothing less. That's
why he believes that Marxism should be lined up within the frame-
work of economic theories., Marxism was expropriated by the Soviet,
and through its mighty influence, by'other Communistx and some

Co Serve a4 fasis
Socialist partiss, Ssmwkat,these groups bamabie

:':-—::"‘-j‘“.'-':‘r_u_.: 1 e

guupntt for the demonstrations of their philosophical, political,
economic, anc other theoretical positions., Modification is splen-
didly demonstratad in the Soviet Union where the Marxist theory
underwent flexible changes: Marxism, Leninism, Stalinism - and
again Marxisn, This contention is also supported by the changes
which took plac2 within the socialist parties of the Western coun-
tries,

The parts Respoadent likes in Marxism can be found in other philos=-
ophical and economic theories as well,that's why he is not willing
to credit them o Marxism,

Among others, tie theory of impoverishment - impoverishment occurred
Just the same and, at times, even to a larger degree in the socialist

states organized on a Marxist basis, as in other countries,
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view and he does not believe that Marxism has been characteristic
of their activities, at any time,
Hungarianh Commnunists never acted on the basis of Marxism,but
on the basis of instructions R received from the Soviet Union;
if the obsequious execution of Moscow's orders means a good
Marxist deec, then the Hungarian leading Communists were ExEx ex-
cellent Marxists.
Some could be found among them,but these are not worth more than
those Social. Democrats who are not Marxists and who ére unable
to define &imx their political part and place in Hungary,
A great number of varieties is possible,but the putting into
practice of Marxism makes it hardly possible for democracy to
assert itself,
Never, There was a 3light chance for it around the 23rd of
October,
He is absolutely unable to define it, This is not his fault,
though -~ those phenomena should be blamed which do not make it
possible for him to form a clear picture about this concept.
The ability of a one-party system to assert itself - to put into
effect political and economic principles = which refuses to ac-
cept Moscow®s exclusive guidance,that is,it is unwilling to carry
out the orders coming from Moscow and in its political and eco=-
nomic structure includes such elements which are representative
of the national characteristics of the people,

Bm Ultimately, it is his Emm belief that National Communism
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tries to realize some form of socialism which is indcpendent
of Moscow's recipe of "the only one',
At times, it occurs to him whether Xk or not it would pay
to search for some type of relationship between National Come
munism and National Socialism, although, at the present, Tito

does not resort to racial ;;;Secutions, it is stil; possible to

find several very similar characteristic features Eg'both systems,
(27a) Yes. By all means,
(270) Imre Nagy and his followers ~ among them Laszlo Kardos and Antal

Gyenes,

Comms. m, in the interestx of the Hungarian people, they wanted
to break off with the former Stalinist line and shake off
Moscow's leash,

(27¢) Respondent doubts that Gomulka's pelicy would mean a final
solution but especially now, after having learned a lesson from
the Hungarian Revolution, momentarily no better chance is given
to Poland,

(27d)  Respondent doesn't know whether or not Gomulka is a Communist,
but, on the basis of his acts, it might be said that he is one.

(27e) From the way Communism is applied in practice, Respondent can-
not imagine that Communism and patriotism would be compatible,
However, if Ccmmunismﬁis a here formality = there have been and

are several examples to this effect = then it is certainly com-

patible with patriotism,
(28) Imre Nagy could not have stayed in power after the Revolution.




(28a)

(28b)

(29)
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The dynamic way in which the Hungarian Revolution expressed
its desire t0o break away from Communism was so powerful that
it would have been impossible for Imre Nagy}who had accepted
Communism,to stay permanently in power,

Respondent doubts that Imre Nagy ever had a chance, during

the period of tie Revelution, to decide what type of system he
would have l.ikaed to introduce,

For a while, yes; but it isn't likely that Imre Nagy who had
adopted Communism could have stayed at the head of the govern-
ment for a longer period of time, Even his popularity could
not have saved him,

The world is composed of categories, as defined by the philosoc-
pher 2 Thales, The most sympathetic system is that of the
primitive philosophers: there is no such & thing as a little
damp, very green, a wee bit of pink.

(29abcdefghi jklmn)

(30)

(30a)

(31a)

Respondent burst out laughing and was particul;giy overjoyed

when asked whether the kulak or{ "Hse Company") &8 Masaryk and Benes

- — e sttt

was good or bad.

Respondent s unable to determine whether the Smallholder%éﬂ
Party or a newly emerging Christian Democrégyic Party would

be victorious after democratic elections.

Most likely Mindszenty and Béla Kovécs; Imre Nagy would be for=-
gott:n within a short time and probably only remebered as

the most popular perscnality of the Revolution.

Less.
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(31b) Less,

(31c) Less,

(31d) Less.

(31e) Less. (The lower categories were'"rewarded” much less and the
upper categeries were rewgrded much more,)

(31f) With the exception of a small EIEmEEEYYX group, this category
was rewarded according to its merit,

(31g) Much more,

(31h) Essentially such category had not existed in Hungary since 1948,

(311) In the case of independent craftsmen, there were many who were
rewarded abcwe average, in relation to conditions in Hungary,

In Respordent's opiniom, there developed in Hungary a & commu-
nal view - and he approves of it = which, due to the extreme
poverty, almost condemned those who were able to satisfy their
needs above the average due to the fact that they had a higher
income,

Vhen making the above evaluation, the mentioned communal view
was observed,.

A striking example mf was the income of certain doctors, It
was way above the average. He had a dentist friend who although
used to treat half of his clients without charge, still made around
20,000 forints per month,

(32) Categories: csd,f;h,i were better off,
(32a) Respondent objects to the reduced income of the small landholders;

to
iemggh the brutality with which the kulaks were treated, while,




(33a)
(33b)
(33e)
(33g)

(33h)
(331)
(333)
(34)

(35)

(35a)
(36)
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under the circumstances in existence, he is inclined to approve
of the fact that the income of the intelligentsia, merchants,
and craftsmen,was reduced and thus turned out to be more in
line with the average income,
Conflict.
Coincide,
Conflict,
Conflict. (He is mainly thinking of the leaders of the intelli-
gentsia,)
Conflict,
Conflict,
Conflict,

his
Vhen thinking of the United States, km worries encompass uniquely
Hungary and not. his own person.
Respondent thinks that only those who fought against the Revolu-
tion, that is people who, in case ofréhange, would be unable to
save themselves, such as the AVH people and individulas belonging
to similar corganizations,

Everybody with the exception of the previously mentioned ones,

Respondent is ashamed ©o say: noc.

Nk . fore va ~~° .§£c1ﬂ5-l.’id




