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it was proved that communism a3 an ided has failed and
it would fail elsewhere without the help of soviet arms.
The workers of Hungary first sympathized but later
reclised whers communiem led fthem and turned againat the

regive. The revolutisn demandzé Hungary's neutrality

¥

and independence and 1t proved that Hungary's sympathies

3]

lie with the West. This is often forgotten in the West
ané. Bungery is clzesei ia with other slavs into the

soviet orbit without :ny distiactlion.

A sofiter communist line was adopted with Imre Nagy's
governmerdt in 1953. This new WEP program however soon
gave way to a renewed terror of Rakosi. The communisis
agein experimented with such a NEP progran in 1956 but
the resistance to their regime was stronger and the
pecple’s disgust was greater then it was in 1953 and by
now the workers were fully disillusioned as the muzzle
was taken off the Hunzarian people. A movementi for
freedom started.

A1) the trends and ev:ints thai the revolt reversed or
redressed were}when criginally established)the causes

sonsributing to the revolt. We can go and enumerate them:
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The creetion of the ATO, the Mindszenty trial, the
imprisonment of political victims, even the Rajk trial.
Whetever the revolt set out to correct were originally
the grievances cauveing the revolt.

Ihie wag not a political event.

It had nothing to do with Huagarian developments. OFf
course everyone was pleased.

The significance of this has reached Budapest graduslly
frcm Moscow. It meant a great many changes,for many who
were jeiled for Titoism were now released.

This cresated a hazard with the communist moral sysiem
anéd as a vesult it permitted a greater freedom of speech
by a sudden dethronement of a fetish like Stalin.

This hadqfremendous results in Hungary for it furnished
thex%ﬁ%ggthat everywhere similar feelings prevailed
especially with the friendly peocples the three peoples
who had great traditlons of national independence, the
Germans, the Polés, and the Hungarisns.

This was important that ncbody considered it & major
change only a temporary reshuffling.

This was a try out fo:» the demonstrations. Had & revolt

startzd at this point it would have mesnt an indorsement
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of national communism. But the very fact that this wont
on quietly isgﬁi&ggof the Hungarians' maturity. By
postponing their sction they have proved their actual
anticommunist feelings. No one actually was committed
for Fajk and no one forgot that he was the founder of

the AVO and he was implicaited in the Mindszenty trial.

2w ixfirxwsnxreixireideixtnrxkyx i REnx e X XX HaAga Xy XWin

ifxnfirmamt

(2bviii) This was not deciding.for by then all Hungary was

(2¢)

(2e)

in Terusntb.
dwnfsbocessty, It only meant; well, they toco have joined

in this upheaval.

No one until October 23 knew how the nation felt. It
may have been quite as united alreasdy by'}954 but only
in the explosion diériome out how unitedt$:ople were.
Only the explosion of 2 revolt or a war would have
permitted changes to iake place but before the 23rd this

wasg dismissed as an impossibility. Only the burning hatred

of waan
Sedtwview the demonstrators o attacked on October 23rd
axploded

dfmd the revolt BEaEDESedRX

This was very important. It first started with anti
Stalin attacks in the wave of the 20th Congrees but they
more and more ie#éaled the terror and the corruption pre-

vailing. any also got out of jail and helped write
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Ut and
against the regime. I saw on the corner of Rakci:xl Korut
a newspaper dealer dodging the crowd and trying to escape
with his life running for cover as he was selling issues

of the "Hetfti Hirlap" on October 2lst. This was a high-
treadiiyed

1y s¥reasinred: newspapey for,on the previous Monday a

wonderful artlcle appeared making not only Rakosi respons-
ible for pasti mistakes but the power behind him.

(2f) Until 1856 there was no opposition,for all the press was

)
government press., Iven after 1956 this was the case but

the government was more and more criticized both by

"Irodalmi Ujsag" and"Hetfsi Hirlap".

(2g) The zbove named article in the October 15th issue of

"Hetfoi Hirlap"® dréw straight lines from Gezrd

%0 Rakosi to the USSR. All the newsprint was
the more zonvineing for for the past decade'onlj govern-
ment newspapers had appeared,and of course all that was
printed was true and now this was printed. Every pérty
functionary was shut up if one showed him a2 news article

of this sort.

(3) As outlined above.
(3a) It was not tied to a dste as the revolt in 1848 was, it

was EixgT simply the first opportunity when in a masa
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demonstration the masses could and did assemble. The
earlier chance at Rejk's funeral was different for this
would have only reformed communism and nobody felt so
intent about it.

The terror in Hungary was bullt from above downward.

Once the top leadership was shook up as it was as a result
of t"&m{}egtaliniaationg its tremors and effects were felt
downward. Officials became unsure of the chain of command.
With increasing disillusionment the party became more and
more a home for opporitunists and their percentage was for-
ever greater of total party membership. As the party was
reorganized further down)people also worked against each
other. The hierarchy was destroyed on which the pawer of
the system rested. With the loss of idealists' cooperation
membership hécame mechanical and not conscious. The final
blow to demoralization was given bLg the newspapers. We
must remember that until now the papers were official
government organs and expressed nothing but official
opinions which was equal to the bible. When now these
papers began to criticize the government it had a tremend-
ous effect on party officials. It gave them a much bigger
picture of the total events than they ever had before and
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it presented direct contrasts with former policy. Thus
the authority resting on a hierarchy was undermined.
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The aims were the results of the mmeting in the techno-
ilogical university on the 22nd and the demonstration took
place in this token to advoecaie the realisation of the 16
points andéd to make a pro-Polish demonsitration However as

an immense mags assembled the meening of the demonstra-

- $iom has gradually changed.

At tre padio station.

The ﬁasseg 1eaders)after the meeting in the technclogical

&

1iversity on the 22nd)agraed with the police omn the
exact wording of the slogans to be shouted the following
day during the demonstrationas. These were all glaared
with the police. They were mimeographed and distributed
to 2 man with strong pair of lungs who then chanted the
glogans to the people around him who then took over the
slogans.

and
flo one wanted a revolution, If fighting broke out only
in self-defense. But no one was sgainst it for no cone
was for i%. They were only shooting back into the AVO
attackers,
Many were unarmed and did not participate therefore but
the whole mass was ansl AVO and if anyone was neutral he
was not on the streets on that night. But their number

wag not mors than onz or two percent of Budapest.
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Father Bem
(3h) "The people of #

mErxibagy and Kossuth should go hand in hand!
"Imve Nagy into the Governmenit! "Workers, peasant kids.we
go with you iogetherl "Poland shows the way, let us follow
the Polish way! Iater these slogans changed during the
same afternoon, One started hearing "put out the Hungerian
flag, take in the red flag, Put out the star, cut out the
Soviet emblem from the flagl One also heard "We will not
give back any land%, also "Eguality, freedom, we are not
Pascliists®., These were primarily shouted because everyone
was afraid and had i+ uppermost in his mind that the
comrunists will txy to ta2int the whole demonstration with
Fasciiisgtic overtones. £till later one could hear "EveryXs
nation's scldiers should go in their own country". Around
4 pom, one heard some "Rueki go home" slcgans but these
veople were quickly hushed by the mass. later in the
evening one could heax "Ruski go home, the wagons are
waiting Jack Russiansf*Russian troops should go home and
take Stalin's statue with them". After the kmdgexy
mirderous
butchery on Pariament Square one heard everywhere "HRZdGEESH

RedsY and "a liar of LZhmxrmfizm a radio". On the whole

3

dee® there were few positive slogans.

[

(31) Tes.

(33) If you fight against the Russians and the AVO there is no
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time to dscide on political prineciples.

Those who preferred rational communism were relatively
vnimportant. Most people did not care what form of
government will follow as long as the Russians went home
end left Hung:uayin peace.

There were no such in the revolt and if any individuzals
may have had such thoughts in their heads they were never
heard publiecliy. |

This would have snded the AVO and what happened before

Pourth
the £23%: would hive continued.

On the 23%rd in the afternoon I went to the square of

Mareh 154h and oined the demonstrators there, then we
Beu
went o the Pzry astatue from there to the radio station

by when the shodting started. I got home by 2 a.m.
Wext day I haard the shooting, went to Budapest and the

mother of & friend of mine locked me up in her bath-room.
oub
So I couldn't 0 fight. Fin2lly I got Iuwsws and two
2rmoerel. which
Soviet aray:eirss et the end of the fank column xthwe had

thelr tires glot were destroyed by us furmbehetlalPeransir
alince
whress they we'e unable to negotiate a curve. In the after-

noon T wisit:l relatives and slept on Boraros Square.

The 25th was juiet. Occasionally revoliutionariess shot at
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police officers out of a mass of people and the mass then
closed in. During the afternoon demonstrations on the
Parliament Square led to mass murder when about 300 people
were butchered by the AVO. In the wave of this we demon-
strated again going past the Anerican consulate back to
Parliament Square. Later I went to a friend and got a
carbine, and on Friday I was sent for the first time with
a group of boys by someone wvino said "the Russians are
congregating at Boraros Squsiree Indeed the Soviets were
stationed in the back squarss where they could not be
attacked from close-by houses., From there they pzkrmiizg
Erniratdedxkhersidexsiresix patrolled and controlled the

lester
side streets. We tried to break down along MEBLBE Street

but we got under cross fire. I was shot in the leg and
not until I »Imd played read did the Russians stop shoot-
ing. ILater I wae picked up and taken to my god-mother's
house which was right in the néighbourhocd and 1 was
bandaged. A lot 'of peupis vere snot on this street corner
who simply wanted to cross there. - A1l got shot in the leg.
Appareantly the Russiar.: had their machine guns fixed at
this cornmer. On Friday I went downtorm %o look around and
finally on November lut I joined the Nemezt; Orseg HEREXINE

at the Technical University.
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The AVO men put on military uniforms but they were
obvious from a 100 yards whaitxiheyzmers. They looked a

cerivain wvay end also their uniforms were brand new and

shirning. The Avmy by this time only wented to keep order &nd

nken
not even that afi{er Thursday they disappeared. The

Ruseians actually sold d¥izmzout the AVO.xx2 The police
was completely inactive except apparently in the Kobanya
police barracks where on the 24th when freedom fighters
demended weapons they had a little battle mdskh. Two
Hungarian tanks came to the rescue and when they fired
into the barracks there the police surrendered and gave
out all their arms and ammunition.
Lekopoltd
A good term is Imkeypzi that 1s they simply were~off their
unita. Frequently they handed over their arms to the
freedom fighteraaiﬁiﬁéﬁ Saturday many soldiers around
Borogter insisted to keep their arms for they had to
grenndies
account for them but they geve all the hand z¥iNsIE and
enmunition mizEl they had for this was not inventoried.
On FThursday after the Parliament Square massacre 1 saw
the mob gg;ggga a man in a leather coat. This was
guspiclous for leather coats were susplicious. Also he
apperently did not have good identificatlon papers and
he was nearly vigiimized. I came to his addistance trying

to say that just because his coat he was no AVO men but
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the mob was inmensed and since they found none of my
papers which I destroyed in fear of being captured they
thought we both were on the other®3 side. Fortunately

a friend of mine,ymmzzygxgzmﬂ bona fide a freedom fighter
identified me and they let both of us go. Most AVO men
were jalled at the Deak Square Prison. The lot of propa-
gands made of killing a few was very bad for us. We
blamed the Western newspapers for much damage on this.

At tShe most 80 or 100 AVO men were executed but all should

have been.

LEveryone orgeniged. There were five or six committess of
revolution. One of them was in the Prater Street. When
we went %o Borarcs Square a young man out of nowhere
suszested we go there and we did as a group but we just
selves

wen: by ourzi=wussE. There was no coordination or plans.
We did have enough coordination when someone sent food up
from the country to send it on %o Prater Street School
where 2 headquartexswas and we went in to ea% there.
Even there & commander was only an elder man who enjoyed
respect and when he left someone else took over. There

was no organizatlon. Supposedly laleter was around but

I never saw him. We scquired various arms and ammunition
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only-
even guns. Some of them had BXXR wooden shells EZXTEE
ZizgmEal. We sorely missed anti-tank weapons.

The Korvin, Prater Street, and Kilidn groups. Perhaps
there is a bit of local patriotism in me.

Yeg, defiaitely. 1f one took thes other man's weapon there
was always a fight or if he didn't bring cnough ammunition
when he was asked to. There was a little more bitterness
between those who fcought during the first few days and
then got tired and wounded andwéégfew and then were re-
placed by big mouths who were great patriots when the
fighting stopped. Of course these did their share after
November 4th. We felt however at the time that they
could have come sooner. After October 29th all issued
certificates to everybody. All organized in the plants

and universities and these groups were based on military

patterns.

A1l differently. The cones arrived on the 24th at about

nidnight shot madly with their sub-machine guns. During
the 24th they actually slowed down and on the 25th there
was a kind of truce but it was unofficial. On the 25th

they accompanied the demonstrators to Parliament Square
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holés,
and there it happened that they fired into AVO strongIHZXFE
when the AVO started firing at the demonstrators whom the
Russian tanks accompanied. On the next day however the
26th they started shooting again and they fought until the
28th when Nagy asked for an armistice which was kept by
everybody except a few Rusaians.
Saw one Xorean fight with the revolution. All the foreign
studente apparently sympathiged with the revolution but
none of them sctually commitited themselves.
Apparently some did. Out of hearsay I know this. Of
course on the 25th they fought or fired at AVO people
on Parlizment Square. See above.
Their influence was not obviouz before the fighting started
and suppcsedly all authority rested with Hungarian Govern-
ment. A fighting flared up after the 24th, quieted on the
25th and they fought again in the streets on the 26th to
the 29%th. After the 23th it was quiet until the 4th and

then they again returned.

Various radios, the telephones as long as they worked, and
messengers and eye witnesses were our best sources.
They prinsed poems and wrote editorials but their news

coverage was not very gocd.
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Rumours. We heard by word-of—mouthﬁﬁhat the Héunyadi S8

Divigien is ewntering Fungary, that I8 troops are entering
caandir
Hungary, American troops, BEESEED $roops.

Fhe communiszts said esrlier the West was arming egaingt
Hungary. We were walting for anyone $o come to help us.-

then spread the nows.

=

Thogs who wers at home 4id znd

Time was toc short. KNothing actually Pfunctioned and every-

thing changed.

ALY institutions continuned and all were tTransforned.

The party organizaticr fell apart, their buildings and

cffices woere destroyed but their people were lef alone

if they were decent people,

They later maintained crder without their weapona; No

police units participated in the fightings at ali on

either side but many single cops came sver to the revolu-~

tion. We only knew this from the blue trousers “hey had
as

on r?gﬁ they took thelr jackets off and perhaps vore

civilian coats.

The higher officers above grade Captain withdrew or dis-

appeared, the lower grades stood with the people. Many

joine¢ the revols.

i don't know.
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They changed teame, plcked out communists.

The revolutionary committess of Dudas ect. there was also
the Maleter group I fought with and the Szena Square group.
in many plants the 0ld management remsined which was un-
Tortunate, In many others new leadership was elccted.

In my plant the 0ld head-bookkeeper was made chairman of the
wevker's council but he was the world's greatest coward.

In Buda where he lived he apparently sent his wife shopping.
He was so seared of his own 1ife,

A republic although some people had royalist amb:itionsa.

It was my greatest experience. I think of it all the time.
Yes; it was decidedly although it was very expengive in
terms of Hungarian blood. It has shown the unisy of the
pecple, the dislike of the communists, and it revealed many
AVO excesses. Now the whole world and expecially the
Huvgarian people Xmwk know whers they stand. They have a
black and white picturs and they have a good picture of
real Sovliet suppression.

Yes, if it had arms to use especially anti~tank weapons
from the West. Ve wers dreaming of them all the time.

Were Hungery then helped by the VWest all the other

satellites wouvld have zathered courage and shakern off
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the Soviet yoke.

(4]

¥

Yes, armz and at least the minimal of diplomatic aid.
No one wanted world wayr three but the US could Lave
threatened 2t least as much as the Russians threatened
TLondon and Paris with bombardemenis but there wes no aid
2t ell, diplometic ;g otherwiss.
The main difference iz the structure of the Hungarian
porvlar will. Only the mest courageous people ook a
stand as the Germans, Poles, and Hungerians, Also one
farthest
should remember that Jungary was TEEESS away from the
USSR ixn its philosopry. It was ggggg%%ct%mgogég% B
He is 2 communist and forr a time he #ndorsed national
communism and Jater after much prassure and after much
delay he became a vurz patriot by November 4th.
Maleter perhaps.
It is rard to choose. In the fighiting the peasanits woﬁld
Qaﬁk perhaps f£ifth or glixth out of seven but considering
that they dbrought food to the city for little o no money
facing the danger this involved they were just as involved
as the fighters. If one were to draw a line one would
have %o see first the students and young workers, second
the workers, third thes peasante, fourih the soldiers,

fif4h pclitical prisocaers and others, sixth the intellec-

tuals who did not participate especially no#® the old
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middle classes in the revolt, and last irresponsi¥le
elenents,
We didn’'t expect the workers to do so much but we didn‘'t

expect anything to hsppen on this scale.

On November 6th.

Pive different reasors in this order: First the urge to
egcape overcame me. My nerves were shot. Second military
obligation loomed before my eyes. Third I was afraid of
the revenge I was sxyosed t?o Fourth we all knew that this
waa the last chance to lea%e Hungary, that the iron curtain
will be stricter than ever, and finally my sympathies lie
with the West and the West lured for it gave us chances of
advancement and university study.

This was an old plan of mine but on the 5th in the evening
ag we sat fellows fogether I simply announced: "Tomorrow

I leave" and I did.

When we finally left we all hoped to reach some friendly
army %troops coming into Hungary from the West. We expected

%¢ joln them and wreturn with them. This was a pipe-dream.
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BOTE: Respondent was eager to tell of his experiences
after November 4th, He went home on the 3rd in the
suburbs of Budapest. Next morning he wanted_tq sneak
into towm with his submachine gun but found out that the
Russians were ahead of him. He ealled up the university
where he registered in the Nemzetdr whait to do. A group
of myxm beys all armed about twenty in number waited for
orders. The cormander of the university Wemzetdr sent
message that they should not undertake any action until
the Russians would reach Parlisment bakiding Square and
unless they would bombmrde the Parliament building. This
man is now in very high positior under the Xadar regime.
We went into town anyway and hed a lot of fighting with
the Russians. By the 6th wax wexm we were decimated and

demoralized and decided to leave town.
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T was Gyrmasium student and I was not pernitted to go to
the university.after my graduvation I worked for three years.

T worked for shmmiwsxyEsrrm:sd two years as a bookkeeper and

one year as a dispatcher.

T worked as a bookkeeper. It was one of thirty large state
sonstruction outfits who monopolized the construction field
in Hungary. The second job was in an earth construction
company similar to the first but concerned mainly with
excavations. I was transferred from the first place to the
second. The third company was a military construction
company on the divisional level. This one constructed AAA
embankments in the vicinity of Budapest and built adjoining
officer's quarters. This plant was called OLEP and it was
pert of the national air defense command. I worked there
as a dispatcher and a bookkeeper. The organization was
dietinguished by its headlessness., In the fall of 1955
they took out several tons of cement to the building site
and left it there for a month. OFf course it was a total
ioss. I+ts jobs were never finished. I first worked in the

office and *kmm later out of the barracks.

T did not like this job. It was very simple work and I
only did it because I could not go to the university
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Furnishingsand equipment were very poor. All the work was
done by hand and there were constant shortages of trucks,
materials, and of everything.

It took me three hours a day to commute to my job, about
one hour and a half each way.

We worked from 8 to 5 with half hour lunch, Saturday from
8 to 1.

Yes, from January to May 56 I worked 67 hours overtime and
I kept a record of it. We had to beg and argue to get paid
for it. On this last job it depended on how much money the
plant had at the time whether we got paid it. Ve never got
paid in full.

There were sevem legal holidays including May lst and 2nd.
I had 14 days a year plus 1 additional day for every two
years on the job.

My last job paid best but it paid for no overtime. The
second job I had £ paid for overtime on the basis of some
ministé&y directive. Of course we took advantage of this
and in one month I made over 900 Forints overtime. I
simply went into the office Saturday 6 a.m. and stayed there
until Sunday p.m. We cocked, slept, worked, and even went
to mass on company time. When our boss was arourd we had
to work like dogs but when we could sneak away we took

advantage of %X it. On his turn he too sneaked away when-
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ever his boss was not around and so on off.

(1) For a while they deducted finee up to 10% of a month's
pay for one lateness. Later this was prohibited and
people were simply dismissed after three latenesses. TFor
unexcused absence one was simply fired on the spot.

(m) There were always some changes. They eased the schedules
here, toughened it there, but basically there was no
change and there were only minimal wage increases. Con-
cerning the construction industry I have many experiences.
Once & l1little house was built without any foundations on
& pile of sand. Of course our gquota was overfilled by
300%. The workers only dug a sham foundation. I worked
there in my last year of school during the summer as a
helper. Once I saw a2 piece of pipe simply left out of a
water connection. The building had to be finished and
dedicated and yet a piece of pipe was missing. So instead
of applying for 1t, ordering it, having it approved the
plumber simply put on two ends on the pipe and plastered up
the space between these two sections. No one noticed it at
first and once they started to turn on the water EEEH they
started to look for the shortcoming. By then the plumber
wes far and gone on another job.

(n) There were countless supervisors, at least 20% of the workers

were supervising workers.
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It was mokmi good to be able to go on a vacation. I was
in Por bwo summers for two weeks ssch and had a very good

Hime on one 85295, a2 nen very good one on the other.

02 the lower echelon vwhere I worked there were mainly

alder women and very yvoung people both male and female.

Paopla generally got slong well. The bosaes were 8

Jne of the reasons for moving people around was that a
new pan slways dampsned the etmosphere., Iveryone was
cautious until they found out #ho he wes. Once pecple
goh warmed up they tvalked vwery freely.

The parsty meanbers aubtomaticly got betiter jobas.

liey coanscientiously collected the Xlixsyx dues.

They Hried to increase the importance of the unions

gince 1955, If one wes nov & union memeber one only got

'65% of one's pay during sickness while union members

4

collectsd T5%.

¥,

“p

vos. Concerning my cvertime I wen®t twice asking oy compens-
gtion and Pimally in both cases I was advised to collect

Zrom 11y boss who signed the overtime sheet. Well, I did

no% try to colleet. What ectusily happened was, the bosses
were under pressure o mee: dezdliines and they did it with
overtime work and then thke plant would not assume the

REDPLINE S

E"‘ ki E
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The only kind I heard of was the director, the chief
engineer, and the chief accountant. The first was over
the other two and the chief engineer had more authority
than the chief accountant, although all three had certain
direct powers without the intervention of the other two.
If he was very good, of course. My uncle got the Kossuth
prize as an atomic physicist. He had no party affiliations.
A good football player could do anything he wanted and was
fabwbusly rewarded. 2¥uE The average competent persen
could keep his job but he would not advance very much.
Frequently, and frequently without any competence whatso-
ever. At times they had three to six months long planned
ESMYEER manager courses during which any reliable person
without competence was turned into a competent manager.

No, he usually went to the personnel boss who went to one's

own boss and then back to the person on whom the report
se]dom interfe

was made. Political supervisors E€
directly. Production went poorly as it was. It was little
more mischief they could do. However, if a political
appointee suddenly had iispirations of technical competence
that was often disastrous on operations.

Activists of good worker or peesant stock, else intelli-

gentsia if participating in worker's movements.
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The personnel department, that's where the Kader sheets

were kept.

If another plant requested you and the former plant gave
you up often it happenédd that a worker who would request
a transfer would not be permitted to trensfer for several
months and finally le® go but by that time the job he
wanted to %:gn was already taken. I myself easily got
another job when I was let off for I was young and I was
on the bottom of the ladder.

A kind of family tradition would have made me a diplomate
but I did not have a chance to study.

No.

They want to make money.

Enjoy more classical music which is my hobby, also

literature.

We were worse off. It got worse from 1945 to 1953. Ever

since then about the same.

For years my father has dreamed of buying a watch and I

was trying to get a bicycle but we never could make i%.
left by

The family bicycle was one broken down IESEK the Russiana

el when they tock ours in '45. Since then this was
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soldered
Jagtdbed and patched up a twenty times.
(e) About average.
: profit
(d) The Soviets make a great deal of money. They ponbuoe
themselves to death theph make so much and xmemex produc-—

tion
dxmzidizy is rewarded to a very small percentage.

(7) Does not apply.

(8) I made ¥¥®8® 1,100 Forinte a month. I took home about
1,000, There was no abgditial source of income. Deduc-
tions ran something like this: 3% on health insurance,
10% on peace loan, 1% union dues. They also took out two
Forints a month fox'gé;;m dues. There were always a
hundred different and sundry causes one had to aid for
which collectors came around. My father made 900 Forints
%;ﬁ his job as a payroll clerk in some small outfit near
where we lived in the outskirts of Budapest. Only two of

us made money.

(9) Since June I didn't eat much, not more than once a day.
But this was my fault for a young man had to have some fun.
So the extra-meal money I used for whatever the money was
needed. I kept about 150 - 200 Forints for my own purpose.
(a) We paid 250 Forints for rent. This bought us two rooms in

2 summer house. We cooked and washed in one and all five of
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us lived there. Unfortunately there was no water and we
got 1t from the corner of the street. This was built
during the war as a small weekend house with a garden.

(c) The entire income was spent on food 2nd basic maintenance
except for opere tickets. We went about once or twice a
gggghand the tickets were very cheap. One could buy a
seat, the cheapest one for about an hour's work pay.
Food was avallable at any problems where due, mainly to
transportation problems. HMeat wasn't always plentiful.
Generally production schedules were very poor. I remember

geouring
one time no one in Budapest could buy a TETFXRE LupeE pad.
Tiszaldk

My aunt wrote me and I brought some home from TXzuEIEX
where I was at the time. At times one could not get any
wine but since rum was cheaper many pecple drank +hat.

(d) Nothing, really. I had one new suit in twelve years., We
had a shoemaker who made our shoes for years and later on
he made the shoes almost for free. He merely charged for
the materials.

(e) We only heated at night and had no problems of gas, tele-
phone, for there wasn't any. I don't know about electricity
bill.

(£ There was much rum all round but I didn't drink much.

(g) Was free.
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The opera as noted above.
I don-% know.
Nothing.
We had the insurance.
This was expensive. I spent 12 Forints per week plus
1 1/2 to 2 Forints per day in town. It would have been
cheaper on Hev but it would have taken even longer than
the bus.
There were none.

buy
We did &y an electric iron for 100 Forints. This was the
cheapest, one we couldn't set the temperature with.
I don'% know.
Wekl, till 1948 we lived by selling our things. Iater
there was no more to sell.

econony From

1t was 2 bad exomay. Zmx every angle it was bad. -
It could have been better then, but it was better & it is
now.
The conditions worsened. After '48 they were about the same
but the after~war-period cannot be compared due to the heavy
war damages,

Some made a lot of money and quickly enriched themselves.

The government quickly nationalized many of these. This
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wey they kept profiting from private enterprise and
killed the goose several times when he laid his eggs.
They were better. Things were a little cheaper.

Economic conditions played a large roll.

Freedom of speech and Soviet suppression were also very

serious.
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I graduated from secondary school, from gymnasium.

From 1942 to 1953.

Both.

Yes. I went to the cisterciense for two years, to Vali
Street School for one year, Bartok Bel& School for one
year, and St. Stephan Gymnasium for three years.

Yes. I took a2 six months course as a bookkeeper after I
finished school.

My residence and permits to live in various parts of

Hungary determined it.

No. I wanted a university education.
To get a degree.

Yes.

Very good.

Of course not.

Yes, our school had a special course in political econonmy.
This was marxism.

T liked all courses, especially history and Hurgarian
language and literature.

Yeso

A1l studied it but no one cared much for it.
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Air defense course only.
The mass sporting system was very good. A lot of people

started to sport and so we had many first class athletes.

It had two basic purposes. One to educate youth to com-
plete mental dependence and controlebility. Youth should
not have any independent initiative or original thoughts
and all developments should be in permitted channels.

This was true in the political contexts especially. I%

The communists wanted that all initiative should come from
them and the pupils should completely rely on their guidance
and control. They educated the people to become dependent
on them for their thinking. The second main pmrpose of
communist education was the unconditional love for the
Soviet Union and for communism.

A1l of these were important. I don't want to pick any one
specifically.

The revolt had discredited both the main aims of communist
education as I listed them above for youth turned against
both.

They were all bored with it and were with complete anti-
pathy toward it. This feeling grew gradually ever since

1850. People were sick and fed up with the most, the best,
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the most outstanding etec., attributes the communists
never failed to use on themselves and the Soviet Union.
Their overpraised and overrated self-importance made
themselves generelly disliked. Also it decreased the
trust placed in their statements no difference what they
said.

There weas no communist indoctrination in the elementary
shhools but there was in the secondary schools.

The aversge child was bored with everything the communists
tried to impress him with. ILater in secondary school
those who did mmmExikimkimp do some thinking very much
liked the phi¥mmwmply philosophic ideas of marxism etec.
They liked it because this was the only philosophy or
thinking they ever had but as they grew older and saw
step by step the difference between theory and reality
they became disillusioned. Generally speaking all
children came to school forwarned from home to leave
politics out of their education no matter what the teacher
said. Many of those who were interested soon found out
that the communist ideas were good only the execution
was bad. Of 40 boys or so in my class about 10 to 15
were interested in ideas and politics. OFf these again

about 3 to 4 were nationalistic communists that is people
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who thought communism to be a good thing but it was
poorly done this time.

(£f) As this was the only philosophy they ever got they liked
it as a novelty. However, they were more and more dis-
enchanted with it when and as they made more and more
comparisons of reality with the ideas. The number of
idealistic communists decreased steadily.

(h) I don‘'t know what it was before.

(1) Age 14 to 15 is most effective. A boy of that age feels
the high ideas reach him and he cannot match it with his
own experience or other ideas. He feels elevated even if

on a primitive level.

(5) My father was an official in Budapest's city hall. After
the war he was kicked out on a "B-list" unreliable. A
year later he was taken back and he was offered a big job
if he joined the gg&%ggt he refused. 5o he was sent to
Sashalom,a small EHEAEEL place as a police court judge.
While there he got sick and when again pressed to join the
party he quit his job.
(e) He was & lawyer and had two doctor dkes.
(da) Yes, we had three until 1947.

(e) Yes. It was simply taken away. We had several houses

and also farm land. Our villa on the Roszadoms
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was sold right after the war for we were advised it
would be confiscated anyway. We then moved into town
and then they confiscaved our houses, also our farms
leaving us with 8 acres in the end. Tater we even lost
that.

Better off.

We were six.

¥y mother died in '55 afuer eight years of cancer.
A1l relatives lived together. My brothiéé and sister
were young. Before '56 rowever, 1 1ived.:fiatives in
Budapest vhile my family was evacuated from the city.
My two brothers, my sister, myself, and my father.

It was to a great disadvantage.
Yes, very vell.

Of couret.

About everything.

No. V: agreed in most c¢verything.

No. We had no disagreenents neither about my friends

nor about politics or any other matters.
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After our mother's death we children cooked alternately
every day. We were a very close family. Of course we
fought a lot but there was much love. There was a lot of
tension due to our circumstances.

I think ours was more successfull than other families.

T had many friends and many girl-friends and went to the
opera and theaters. Theaters more rarely.

We rarely had things together. At times we went rowing on
Sundays.

In the evenings sometimes but I didn't go home very often
in the evening.

More music, more travels. I wanted to take motor-bike
trips and wanted better clothes.

There were less and less controls in the last few years.
Previously they kept one in meetings till 9 p.m. quidte
frequently in school, or plant, or what have you. OFf
course we had our family chores and Friday was ny day tc

cook.

I understand they have generally weakened.
Generally speaking, yes.
Perhaps this had decreased because women worked themselves.

Thus they became more independent. But since both partners
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in a marriage worked both were more dependent on each
other for the home chores.

The relationship between parent and child has weakened.
The youth from the land has left for town. There were up
to two million people in Budapest. Most young people were
unhappy in agriculture.

The basic difference that now children get educated in
day care centers and study centers. They spend the whole
day there usually from eight to five. So the parents
don't see them much.

There were many more divorces now.

Presumably mmxaixhzuxmuwk morals have sunk lower than
they had been before but historically each generation
accuses the following with this.

role
The parents' xweilt has lessened.
Yes.
They were less strict. Only seemingly were they strict.
They preferred - we thought this as an escape vent for
youth and young people'’s interests.
I don't know.

They are now working. That makes a lot of difference.

Relations are more informal.
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I would not know.
Everybody steals. In different ways everyone does.
The aptitude is that the state is ours therefore we

only take ours.

We met in Budapest in 1951.

He was in school with me.

Yes, the same.

First we played buttons games and marbles. Later we
talked about literature, music, played bridge and tarrock
together.

Yes.

No.

Yes.

If he loves me.

It is never easy.

Writers, musicians, lawyers. Generally educated people.
Neither would he have been offered a job nor would he have
accepted zmE such a job, but otherwise it would not have

influenced our friendship at all if ke was a good friend.

Roman cetholic. Ve were all religious.

I am religious myself.
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Yes.

Jews not so much., Christians generally yes and Catholics
primarily.

They wanted to eliminate religion by first strangling it
slowly. This is of course part of = communist dogma.

They would only have used it temporarily before exterminat-
ing it.

These were not popular but they were not important. They
were primarily propagands tools of the regime. Apparently
many people left mhrsh church sermons when "peace priests”
officiated or spoke.

Inprisoned its opponents, generally attacked the church

but left those alone who did not openly oppose the regine.
One could but if someone was clerical this was reason for
dismissal. If the information got on one’s kadar sheet this
was no advantage for either to keep the job or for an
aftwankzge advancements.

It was generally out of fear that they did not go to church.
So I did know of people who were actually put in worse jobs
;han they had once they were branded "Clerlealis".
Generally yes.

Generally women end elder men, alsc many people under 18.

Rarely men between 18 and 40 but this seems to be guite
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universalleverywhere. The reasons for this were intertwined
on meny ground.

(k) It has less meaning to them now.

(1) It attracted those going to church in spite of the regime.
Also Mindszenty's oppesition kept the people aware of their
national heritage and independence by standing up against the
regime. Therein lies his importance.

(m) It is almést impossible to have religious classes. They make
it so difficult, however,they are not prohibited. But they
deng classes for the other end of town in the middle of the
day and one has to get there just in five or ten minutes.

So the best part of a religious class is spent in walking to

and from the class.

(21) A physician or an engineer.

(2) They both meke good money especiaelly in the contry side,
although even in the town the medical insurance practice of
the doctor is quite good. His pay is above average. Supple-
mented with private practice he is doing well. An engineer
is doing well to begin with and in the rural area he gets
additional
23&iiel. compensation.

(p) Join the party and be good in your field. But of course I
couldn’t have told this to a friend.

(¢) Workers descendants. Anyway good Kéders.
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On top the AVO, the upper communist tenthousand, some artists,

actors, and sports figures. The second level is made up of
kolhos

plant managers, EXXXXUBUEYE managers, party secretaries,

engineers, doctors etc. The third level then is the mass.

There are gradaticrs there, too.

To the mass.

To the mass under the circumstances.

It depended how Ikmyxeuupexziei. far they ccoperated.

The average DMaszek lived on the mass level but some

reached up to the next stage, say the doctor level if they

were much in demand.

Workers, peasants, intelligentsia, communists.

The former upper tenthousand was replaced by the new communist
segments

upper tenthousand but the other sEgmsx stayed in their place.

Both systems are bad.

Kot in the bottom 3 ranks but the distinctions were reduced.

There is greeter equality now.

Yes, this is very good, the old caste system was very bad

matched only by the Indian castes.

People are closer to each other. Some forms of politeness

have gone into disuse. The personal address of "Te is more

frequent now. It also creates more natural relationsships,

But basically pem=mazx people are still polite. There is a

feeling that everyone is in the same boat and that creates a
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natural sympathy between people. There is also much
"Galgenhumor" around. There is a general "Gemiitlichkelt"

and "I don't care" attitude prevailing.

(24) Yes, the aristocracy, the priests, the Arrowcross and the
old middle classes etc.

(a) The workers. They had some few small advantages. They could
send their children to the university more easily. 1In the
plants they would have easier access to theater and sports
tickets. Also they may have better chanceg for summer

vacations.

(25) They enjoyed no exceptions. But it is a fact that the Jews
were in many leading positions. Actually the leaders generally
were Jews. As the joke has it there is no difference between
the Hungarian flag and the Hungarian government. They are both
rot, weiss, and griin, meaning Rakosi, Vas, and Gerd.

(a) They hated it'%;geeveryone else)maybe more since it limited
their business enterprises and their proverbial mobility.

(v) 80% of the %top leaders were Jews. I mean the top 3,006 jobs
in the country.

(e) Yes. They were all in opposition to the regime.

(a) They sympathized with the revolt but I never saw one fighting.
Many of them escaped to the West.

non-gsemitic
(e) Nothing particular. The communists were hated like the HEHFEFHAK
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communists and else everyone else was normally regarded. This
was very important during the revolt because everyone watched
egainst any antisemitic appearances. The demonstraters and
revolutionaries were very keenly aware of political implications.
of any anti-semitism.

Anti-semitism was reduced.

Without further difficulties they will continue tc live in

Hungary as long as they are politically clean.
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Yes, I was always.

I would put them in this order: Husic, literature, politics,
sports.

Yes, it hed varied. Tor a while I wanted to be a politician
and then politics predominated in my interests. This was till
1950.

Respondent started to speak then changed his mind. He refused

to bring up whatever &k was neant.

I always wanted an independent Hungary in close confederation
or cooperation with her neighbours.

Yes, with small land holders.

No.

lle.

Same as now.

Trey discredited ths national feelings. Under fhem econonmic
1ife deteriorated end they ended political freedom. Our
experiences with them were bad. After all the Russians had
plundered us forty-sight times.

Alternative (II)

One never knew. Not until the revolt.

The terror is the explanation.

These were effective for no one saw them. Kept secretly
everyone feared them. One didn't really know what they did

or d4id not know about onesell.
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(3) Depottation from Budapest and also that I couldn't go to
school.

(a) Respondent was very dubious about picking any. They were all
equally important to him. Pinally he said that for his own
family and for himself number 3, 10, and 12 were perhaps more
important.

(b) Hemn None were less important.

(e) After hesitation agein 9, 6, and 12 were thought more important.

(d) 14 =nd 12 again perhaps.

(e) As bveing the average fnorm of the Hungarian society they had
less Tear for they Gid not approach either extremes but 12 was
important for them, toc, because here agein it reflected on all
the other points.

(2) Something was always disliked no matter what.

(g) Yes, everything centered on the stationing of Soviet troops
in the country.

(h) One could do nothing abecut it basically. Of course when the
bus was late.

(i) Yes, these were provided by the regime: Sports, cheap theater

etec.

(4) T don't know. I think the upper communist tenthousand.
(e) To get yxxmwwE proof of their popular majority.
(£) TLarger than before.

(g) Yes, some.
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Generally workers, also middle class but unless they were of the
fighting intelligentsia they were on the lower levels. The fight-
ing intelligentsia and the workers had the higher level johs.

A new type, the old Horthy professial NCO staff. They made
excellent officers for the new regime. There were now also many
new peasant and worker recruits and these must have hed several
advantages besides a good income and prestige and what have you.

Frequently workers and good Kéders.

Since all were members there was no advantage of membership.

On the other hand non-membership was a handicap.

No, all kimesxusiumtariXpyxhuX signed voluntarily but everyone did.
Yes, there was if one refused to sign.

Yes.

In 1951. They distributed 38 blanks in a class of 38 im axhkmxk
and all 38 signed.

We paid our dues.

I was cultum® responsible. This was a good deal for I got all the
reduced price theater tickets and sometimes free ones. I was to
distribute these in the class.

This permitted me to skip classes in the morning but I never lost

time with it after school.

Up tec 1949 all were urged. Later the party was reorganized and

cleansed and it was difficult to Join it.
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People wanting to make a carper. Those who were convinced
communists were already members. As it turned out those who
wented to join couldn't while those who did not want to join
it were pressured to Jjoin. It was a teasing game.

To go to meetings, vote in meetings, pay dues, participate in
demonstrations. Do social contact work.

0f course. To gain advantages people joined all the time but
the number gradually decreased.

Among other things he usually stopped to go to church and when
telking politics he became more cautious.

Several reasons WEEEXZEFEXIWXE. They saw the outsiderg dis=-
gatisfaction and in spite of their own better jobs saw th%hey
gradual economic deterioration and economic stagnation. HE&
also realised that the party changes did not mean progress but
were based on ineffectual policy changes.

Not 2 member.

I doubt it.

The execution of the policy was up to the Hungarian party

leadership. The Soviets only outlined the general policy.
None.
Lbout 30% of them.

The DISZ remained what it wes. It stayed on its own line and
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But
that's why the members became separated. #k the Petofi
circle was nominally uncer Disgz control. Actually the DISZ
lost its mxw grip on the debates and the conduct of the meet-
ing of the circle. Thus they were completely separated from
gggrother as throughmtd these and especially with university
youth the party’s leadership lost all contact with youth it-
self.

Only those who directly felt its power were personally touched,
but indirectly all were affected.

This is a counterpart of the Soviet GPU and the German Gestapo.
It was a central agency to help control the dountry for the
purposes of the government. ’

There were two main sections: the border patrol. the Greens,
and the political police, the Blues.

People who were generally considered reliable by their neigh-
bours and friends were frequently intimidated by some old facts
that they dug up against them. Thern they were terrorized until
they either cooperated with the AVH or else theg were taken away
to prison. Also there were some volunteer communis®s who did
;giﬁz. There was a nation wide system of spies organized either
by police or through the party.

I don't know. But there were many Huttasi"sergeants. These

people were products of the military educational system of the

Horthy regime and they were excellently trained in military
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effairs and not one brain left in their heads. Their will and
thinking was comple%ely subordinated to their commandersg. These
sergeants were rough and stupid and they were absolutely obidient.
They were excellent material for the AVH.

They received very high pay. 9,000 Forints was the minimum.
They had separste houses, resorts, and they got the best of
everything.

Yes, unless they were insubordirate.

Cften they were the same people. Freguently Xhiz discharged
AVH people became marnagers and informers in plants or enter—
prises. Other informers were scared into spying or black meiled
EearxrEaxXx into 1it.

They cooperated well but the AVH stood above the police and

gave it orders.

These two cooperated closely of course. The AV0O stood under

the control of the higher party agencies but they could hit

lower party members, arrest them any time.

Yes, a very close relative.

This closes relative was a medical surgeon colonel in the
Eungarian army. In 1944 he was brought tc the West with some
field hospital. He went right back at the first opportunity
end got his rank vack. The communists urged him tc resign his
commission but he refused. Several months later the AVO

errested him and we lost sight of him for about 45 days.
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Then we found out when he found out also that he was accused
of stealing medicines. /Another two months later a court was
held during which in spite of scores of witnesses he was fully

under
vindicated and released. lleanwhile, however, as an officer 3%

zke suspicion he was retired from the armysggterwards he could
not find a job for almost two yezrs. Meanwhile he worked as a
helper. Iater on he was gm given a2 job as a health insurance
pkysician an 0TI physicisn. An cother case which was remarkable
wes this farmer who was lnown 4o us when my family snd I lived
in the country after we vere deported from Budapest. He
apparently kicked out the collecting officers after some argu-
ment with them. For three wesks he disappeared. When he
returned he never said e word about it. But once I saw his bare
back later. It was full with thick scargs. If one asked him
what happened he came back with a standard reply: "I was never
beaten”. Another story which was interesting was a school-mate
of mine. They walked down the street in front of the gﬁﬁiﬁ
Maté Szalka

barracks. Now its called mmbkela¥hz, Suddenly some warm air hit
thelr legs and they loocked down through the window. Within
seconds “hey were takem inside and they spent two days there.

No harm was done to them but they had to stand against a wall
one whole night. Another case was in which a class-nate of mine
met a school-mate of ours on a trolley just after Stalin's death.

They joked of Stalin's death and when they got off the trolley

a man got off with them and called a cop. Within minutes a
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paddy wagon appeared and they both spent four months in jail

and received three years sugpended gentences. Finally another
sﬁory:égggggga:of our scout-leader with the cistercien gymnasium.
This was earliier in 1946, 1947. I went to a scout meeting and

a cop asked me what I was doing there standing at the gate. I
talked back to him and he almost took me into the station. The
same day the scout-masters were arrested for hiding arms. I

did not £ind out what happenzd to them.

Mostly Hungarians, thet is everyboedy was liable. The AVO
preferred old middle class people, aristocracy, and strangely
enough there were many arrests at the Hungarian-Russian hand-
ball matches in 1955 when the students and the audience whistled
at the rough game of the Russiang. Several boys were kicked out
of school then or from their job.

The worst part was that one had t¢ pay even while in prison for
room and board. I think this amounted tc twelve Forints a day,
however, they permitggavggﬁgmost people took advantage of this
ﬁkmxgmﬁxxmﬁmg§ﬁxxxﬁnﬁxand many went to work in the mines and
later in 195§hgzen let them learn languages. Pecple who owed
were liable to have deductions mede from Their future salary up
to 50%. Concerning mistreatment I think guards could accast
prisonerg till 1953 but not after that. This was the official
rule but not the practice necesserily.

We experienced it ourselves but we were lucky. One femily friend

worked with the deportation section in the ministerium on basis
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of lcng lists and so they could give us a three - four day
netice before we were deported. It was ridiculous. At that
time we lived on Soroksariq/UOne morning at seven a.m. the
5th floor tenant received a deportation notice for three p.m.
that afternoon. So we took 211 his furniture down to the 3rd
floor where a tenani volunteer?%o keep it for him. At 10 p.m.
that night the %rd floor tenant received notice of eviction
lugged
and then we gk all the furniture up to our apartment.
Within 2 day or two we haard that we will be next to be
deported. So we sneaked out of town and settled on our last
€ acres of land 50 km from Budapest. We thus awaited the
evietion. We were luckier than others who were moved to Kulédk
peasants and thué they nmade =ach other miserable in the most
God-forsaken part of the country. Ou® last 8 acres that we had
were taken away from us for a mnilitary range. The other peasants
received compensation but we as gentlemen kuldks didn't. Also
when my father started working in the neighbourhood he was soon
fired from every job under pressure of the party secretariate.
Finally in the spring of '56 we were permitted to move back to
Budapest. In all our mimfmrimmak misfortune much good Exxiwed
derived from the fact that mg father was a lawyer. He could
work all the legal angles znd so we kept one step ahead of the
varty secrebary. Whenever an order reached us we asked for a

postponement or appeal or some sort of delay which gave us three

to four months every time. So the bureaucracy couldn't really



(13)

(e)

(£)

NO. 205 " INTERVIEW SECTION G Ni p. 50

cateh up with us. We worked the same angle about & ten-
thousand Forint debt half of which was part of my mother's
hospital expenses and the other half was tax on our real

estate in Budapest between October and December that they
demanded from us even though the house was taken away in
October. This was I think in 1948. In this case, too, we
asked for delays, part payments, instalments, and what have you

and as far as I know we haven't paid it yet.

The easiest is to go west. The local alternative is either %o
fully accept the party line or else to completely keep quiet.
dangergous
The police was not dimpoismiz for those who were on the bottom
of the totem pool for they cculd loose nothing. It was also
of less importance for psople on the top, the sports figures,
and political greats.
These are very important. UMy father knew the people in various
0ffices who kept our papzrs on the bottom of their files. So
there was always a lengthy @eXsye delay before action was
initiated. Of course an AVO friendmkim is very helpful and so
igs a party secretary. |
Yes, it helps and its XXRR %8R alsc possible but the thing is
that cne never knows what is entered on the Kider sheet.
200,000 500,000
To have a lot of money is gocd. Actually for 208k to X606
Porints one could leave the country any time.

Yes. This was the system and it was alsc encouraged by the

government. They wanted nc trouble and no talk back. So
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actually every step of the govermment policy encouraged a

shut mouth.

1953 and 1956 were more relaxed years. 1 think there were
increased activities of terror in 1951 and 1952 and 1954 and
1955,

Separately from these were party purges in 1949/50 I think
and again in 1954. The deportation wadves for non-party
people was in 1950/51 and in 1954/55 there was a rationaliza-
tion of production during which they"B-listed" and dismissed
a lot of people from their jobs.

The USSR was the standard example and usually everything was

introduced in Hungary with the expmnziiguxihzt explanation that

this is the way of the USSR and therefore this is good for
direction

Bungary. The xiwxsbhixn of all policies came from there and the

regime was maintained by a maintenance of Soviet troops in

Hungary.

Fasic decisions were made in Moscow. The execution of them

was up to the Hungarian regime with Soviet supervisors in key

rositions.

Yo contact whatever.

In the military field on the divisional level and higher, in

important plants, in the ship, cil, air transportation plants,

in the bauxite and uranium mining.

One considered everything carefully before one spoke. On
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neeting someone one gradually and systematically conducted a
private anti-kaderization. This meant one looked the person over,
his clothes, his manners, one found out about his friends, and
his background as much as one could before one started talking
more freely.

You could be frank with those you knew.

You could be frank sbout sports, cultural sffairs, and things

risky
1ike this. Politics was always & little bilt FEEHRX

A8 with
¢veryone. An added difficulty arose there: People had to be
careful what news czme through the local press and radio, and
what news they gathered only through Bedio ¥ree Europe or
Western statiorg vecause it was émbarrassing to talk about news
which one did not find out about through the local press. This
gave cause for permanent kidding.

Thinge coincided with the rest of the political changes, =ind in

this as in everything else.

One had to play one's cards e&s one could, as we did in our
presumeéd debts and our deportation. For instance my brother
with 16 was not permitted to attend a gymnasium because of his
family background. We}l, he went and applied for a trade school
and geot permit to live in Budapest on that basis. The school
accepted him because he was &n outstanding pupil. By the time
the party secretary from our place found ouf about it and
protested to the school he established his reputation so well

in the school that they could not and would not let him go.
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When he graduated with honours they recommended him to gym-
nasium and he was accepted here again. By the time the party
cavght up with them he made his mark and he was safe.

Never really. He may try to talk the offiecials out of it, or
cry or whine but he could not defy them.

He would need connedtions.

This was not much of a problem, for a worker alweys had a head-
start in this matters and got permissions easier.

I tried up to twenty times. Since I did not succeed I was now

in for 3 years of army life.

The regime rested on the AVO, the party system, the spying,
and the various councils. Its weakness was that the people were

ageinst it.

There were various conspirations one heard of. Frequently they

were accused of hidden weapons, preparing sabotage, or attempt-

ing to overthrow the government. There must have been many trials

for this. DBesides direct opposition there were people who tried
sabotage. PFor a while I think in 1952 or so the factories were
burning every night.

Everyone.

The AVO and the party leadership, perhaps some idealists with
mental difficulties.

If anything, it grew.

I have no idea. There are no figures on this sort of thing.
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I think there were groups continually being organized for
something had to be done.

Of course there was the Rajk affair. Thers were other anti-
Rakosi rumblings.

There were steady house-cleanings going on in the army.
These were the worst. They were steadily involred in one
thing or another.

Yes, Josef Erdely and meny others.

Greater freedom existegtby '56. All wanted the chang: and the
Petofi circle started ¥%, The government soon became & ool
in the hand of those who were more and more impatient.

The new intelligentsia yes. The o0ld was not very active in

anything.
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The Hungarien newspapers and the foreign radios, Szabad Tép
and Szabad Furopea.

The Hungarian Radio and BBC.

Reed papers frequently, every other day. Read the sporis
paper Geily. This was 2 national must even though I wasn't a
sporta fiend.

Szebad Wép and the Magyar Nemget and sport newspaper. For

magazines I enly read Vigelis. This was a Catholic monthly

magazine.

Tais was & torture;for the secretary or who ever was in charge
aslked one to write news or stories in little articles. TFirst
this went on weekly, later monthly and then we didn't change
the bhoard vut once a year.

Yeg, Mirroir, the French sports magazine.

Wo, I didn't. Oh yes, I did. I saw come Free Turope handbills
dropped by bvalloons. It talked about the Best German stendard
of living etc., which lcoked very tempting then. Wow that I
gse it, it is etill true word for word but it doesn't look so

tenpting.

Once a month maybe, sometimes twice. I think that was less
than average. 1 preferred Italian and French movies, mainly

funny comedies or movies on Operas.
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(2) I went to the opera about once a month. In the theater I
saw Shakespeare and six times I saw FRostend's Cyrano.
In the later years there was less propadanda in the theaters
but one had to buy tickets to a propaganda play to get a

ticket to a clagsic performance.

(4) Yes, quite a few.

(a) About 80 a year.

(o) Cronin, Sinclair Lewis, Huxley's "Brave New World", Ajejér
"Far From Moscow', Jerome K Jerome "Three Men In a Boat®,
Edgar Wallace "“"Red Circle, also French classics like Zola,
Balzac, Hugo, Rost®nd. I read everything I got hold of.

Least I read cheap detedtive who-done-~its. I also read Zwelg
end Pourtales and aside from these I read all the Hungarian
writers. I read kxmgzxli biographies of Napoleon, Liszt, and
Wagner.

(a) Yes, I wanted to read recent books by Huxley and other Vestern
authors but these were not available.

(e) I think Rosteénd, Ady, and Zweig.

(g) 7Yes, of course.

(5) Yes, I did.
(b) No, we had no radio at home but where I lived until '56 with
variocus relatives they had short-wafve reception.

(a) To music and comedyXE shows.
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I listened to a good operz and often not at all.

Whergever I was.l had many friends.

Whichever one could catch on the radio. BBC was respected

mos¥.

Cnly in the evenings. No one had time to listen during the day.
BBC was most reliable, followed by RFE, VOA.

Yes , frequently.

Yes.,
These jurned out to be second-hand radio news.
From acqualntences, friends, and factories.
Less reliable.
One 2lways heard jokes, politicel and otherwise.
Party members and government officials seemed to have nore
information.
or
One could discuss everywhere cautiously =¥ one could often
fall into a trap.

There were few cafes left and none of the old custom. Who

would have had time to go there or money Lo spend?

All news were distorted, even foreign sports commentaries.
Nothing could have been believed straight.
Especially foreign political rews but domestic political news

were not much more relisble.
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The same.

The only thing just about one could believe was the schedule
of movie performances.

All were about the same.

In '56,rarely before then.it was dull before that time.

One would find amazing lies in it but one could read between
the lines with some practige.

See above in Section R.

Decidedly. That's why they suffered to get @ hold of RFE news
broadcast etc. even though it was painful and dangerous. Until
this was possible we attended embassies' parties, movie programs
ete. Every one did.

And every one h%geﬁheir ups and downs. All had just given up

in disgust one %EEE and start up again the next.

It ended the war snd there were from 20,000 to 60,000 dead.

No one knows. I have no opinion on this.

It is no% quite so as the communists sald iomething similar

did take place for by our formulad you E&éxﬁx%§§¥ you can find

and ¥3&F divide by iwm 2 and you come up with half. Thus some

truth must have been to it. ¥himk What did happen?

We were completely assured that West Germany was armed to the
saying

teeth. We thogggzethat the US was fooling us/ that this was

only a pelice Ra¥se but no one believed it. We all thought

there is a real fullyarmed Wehrmacht strong and powerful in
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Germany.

These just brought in handbills but I believe that a plane was

lost with a balloon.

It started end we all hoped for 2 revolt. But nothing happened.

The Russians came and wiped it out.

This was a great disappointment for we hoped that an agreement
reached

will be ¥emsmk for the withdrawal of troops in Hungary.

csendirs

We knew that there were 13,000 Hungarien ZFEIHEEZFK being trained

in West Germany. We also knew kthaixtke of the Hung®dy SS

Division trained against the Hungarian people's republic. Ve

were most upset tha’t these units did not come to help us in the

revolt.
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It needs replacement in every way.
The land reform, the holding of large enterprises in social
ownership, this would be neither state nor private ownership.
The increased social benefits, vacation and wide sickness

insurance coverage.

Yes.

A1l should have the right to vote but the founding of parties
should be regulated for variocus rsasons. The entire extreme

right should be controlled and thz2 overall number of parties

should also be limited else the country's forces will dbe

splintered.

Aside from libel, yes, anything should be permissible.

They should not be forbidden.

Yes, those who want to change the system of government on other
than legal ways should be controlled. A revolutionary change
should not be permitted as long as free elections permit legal

changes.

Yes.
Yes, even then.
If no means are giver for change through free elections in

legal ways.

The agricultural machinery Imiwstxiz industry and a mechaniza-
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tion of agriculture should be developed. Agriculture should
be more and more transformed to a2 gardening agriculture. The
bauxide mines should be much more utilized and atomic powexr
plens should be built. The planned economy of today should
be wiped out entirely but not planning should be abolished.
The heavy industry, iron and steel, should be reduced in it's
scope except reilroad building. In overall organizations <the

economy should be decentralized.

(6) I am not in favor of either nationalization or of private
ownership but I am for social cownership where the company is
owned by the workers on a share basis, however, the state
should have the power and the right to direct operations.

(b) Very small enterprises shou%@ be returned to permit the us2 of
individual initiative. ?;;;ﬁ;sthere is no sense to divide up
en enterprise with three workers.

(e) It is good.

(d4) State banks.

(e) Yes, there should be.

(£) The wine monopoly and things like that are bad but the ones
that are age o0ld and have been accepted in the West should be
kept like salt, tobacco, and mining monopolies.

(g) The retail trade is mueh better in private hands but kosért
should be perhaps socially owned like the large plants to

create & personal interest of its employees in its success.

They should not work on a flat salary basis.
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No, prefer social ownership just like in the heavy industry.

Planning as it is done in Fastern Europe now is harmfull.

Rigid plans are followed on 2 methematical basis and the
governments do not care whether & healthy economic development
takes place. Yet some economic planning is useful. This must
not be compulsory but the government should be able to give in-
centives to farmers to produce some products as against others.
The same may be possible for industry. At the same time private
initiative should be preserved and used.

The free market price would be TEBEXEZEZX decisive.

Religious life, family life, freedom of movement if one does

not have a criminal record.

Yes.

In the value of his income, progressively.

Is a necessary evil.

Is also a necessary thing.

Yes, it is true of all legally brought laws.

Yes, to maintain order and law and protect the citizen and many

others.

I think it did improve but this is a conditional thing. But of

course this is a simplification for we are in the middle of the
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20th century =nd we would expect improvements over the 17th
century. This is one of the comnpunist tricks of comparing past
performance with present achievement and giving all the credit to
the party.

The peassnts have an easier way now of getting hold of medical
care. The workers perhaps also improved their position in this
matter.

Yes, but the top leadership has better care and better doctors
2% 1ts disposal. However, 211 can use the insurance plan with
the excepiion of the Maszek and the small peasants who are not
members. These must pay through the nose to private doctors.
Private physicians are much better. UNot qualitywide but because
a doctor is overloaded on his job and the same doctor,once he
returnes from the hospital csn spend more time with his private
patiénts and give them better care.

These were better than they had been before but they could be
mach better. I xkt don't think there were adequate improvements
in medical care.

I had satisfactery experlences.

Thie is a difficult question for these are a2ll the areas of
propaganda which were fostered specially by the regime, Many
could have gone before the war but they did not. They didn't
need it as badly dbut I think that overall there are approximately

the same number of people who make use of these.
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(a) No, I have been going mcre before.

(b) Yes, shey do.

(c¢) Of course city pesoplie have a better chance.
(d) Yes, for this is theilr only entertainment.xexik
(e) No, they don't.

(13) ©No, they eat worse.

(a) Retter than in 45,

(b) About the same as in '50C.

(&) Generally party leadership has separate means of purchasing.
fhese get everything that the others do not get. They have
tropical and citrus frults, sardines, and all kinds of

peazsants
delikatesse@ds. However, the do not do as well as the city

reople would think and I have often seen leng lines where

reasants stood in line for bread.

(14) Yo, worse.

(a) Better then in 746.

(b) Same as in '50.

(¢) TFerty top crust is of course better provided as are people in

the higher income brackeis.

(15) The iron industry had exceeded previous production but generally
production was greater before the war than it is now.
(e) The increase of the heavy industry for Hungary was #zam down-

right bad. EREyXm¥IXXWNNRXE
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role
They must have a FIXEZ to help determine operations.
As in the West the unions should represent the workers' interests.
Completely independent.
Not at all compulscry. The unions should be good enough for
everyone to join them.
No specific plans yet but some one person should direct the
operation with workers' representation on the board.
To the workers of the plants but the state should be invited to

supervise and check the books regularly.

Iin as much as they are voluntary they should be kept and they

also should be aided by the state.

They should not be productive farms but used only for experimental
purposes.

See above, distributed or kept according to the decision of the

menkers.

. No cne sghould interfere. Ones who want to stay, firne, mxEE¥ who

want to dissolve, fine.

The ones who took their land in $o the collective should get
back what they took in.

Y2s, one or two hundred acres should be the top limit.

They did not take away from any small holders.

They should return up to 50 acres, say with a topr limit of one
or two hundred acres ownership in one hand.

Yas, 40 aid in the development of gardening etc. but xi:; should

kolhoses
not pick up tab for unproductive holdings or c=biXRRsseEx
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They could stay either in stete hand or go over to social
ownership.

Yes.

The two should be entirely czeparate but the state should aid the
church. They have no business with each other.

Yes.

No, all should be equal.

Yes, they should get back the church schools and everywhere
religious education should become again compulsory.

Yes.

To church school.

They should get back the buildings and church institutions but
not the rest, not the land. They should have the same treatment

a8 211 others.

These without crimes or blames should derive no punishment at
all. We must not have blood baths and counter blood baths

again for revenge is a never ending process. Actually all those
whe k=xg had any connections with the government or parity should
be screencd and all those who may be guilty with any kind of
crime should be judged by regular courts. This should be the
treatment of people on every level.

Wothing should happen to them zside from the mgular treatment.
The AVQO and the police should have the same treatment.

All evidence should be heard before courts be it favorable or

unfavorable and it should count in a final judgment.
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There were two main trends. One was the defense of the West
Beseny®s

egainst the &siatic invasions, the Boswepyedw, the Mongols, the

Turks, and the Russians. The second trend is the Hungsarian

a
fight for freedom which is x#f strong tradition.

Yes, one should read Gyula Szekfii's , the Magyar Nemzet.
It differs from all.

Not at all.

Yes, this has now lessened.

They were stronger before.

One should ask: Which was the worst goevernment? Hungary never

had a good government.

Yes, of course, until 1945.

Not good.

A post-war natural development of a tired pEmxI=® and beaten
Actually

people. IELEEAX the whole thing was unpatriotic, poisened by

the communists later. During the communist phase a lot of

people were liquidated.

Yes, this was sinificant.

1%t did its task for better or for worse in a politically im-

possible situation. Insdequate as it was it suffered from the

difficudt political circumstances prevailing.

This depends on the facts. It was not good to permit the

German attack through Hungary on Yugoslavia but Hungary did

everything to stop this even to the extent of its Frime
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Minister's suicide. Generally the foreign political conditions
were so pressing that Hungary had no choice left.
It was marked by reconstruction and the race for political

power.,

The entire Horthy regime was built on revision of the borders.
They sre important in a reduced manner but they are still quite
important.

rightful
It is now hard to decide who haé a mkzkixfax claim. The solution

must be found through federation for no use of military power

will bring a solution.

Not now.

No. This is a guestion of propeganda.

A1l this is a matter of propaganda. With a good poliey non of
this is s problem. At present our best relations are with the
fustrians and the Slovaks, znd then about equal relations with

the other powers.

A Danubian confederation within a United Europe.
It shoulé have an equal but important rdle.
Yes, why not?

Enforeced exchanges are bhad.
g

Demographically they are quiet, slow, childish, human, and

good natured.
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I cannot make distinctions. I don't know them that well.

I don't know.

Very few of them are communists.

Never.

They were feared and hated and there has been no change toward

them since.

It is an antiquated museum piece.

It is entirely out-dated, and no one takes it seriously.

No comnection at all. If we consider the improvement of living
standard for instance ag its b&sic‘gg;;;& Now it is simply a
cover name for free plunder,

Lenin perheps but not Stalin.

It is alsc a cover for one of the cleversst politicians of the
age.

They are not marxists. But who are the social-democrats any-
wEy® way in Hungary? Is Merocsén one?

Marxism is solely an excuse for concentration camps. No one
takes it seriously in the East. The Americans are too naiv to
really take it seriously.

To stand for free elections and free speech and to protect these.

Not yet.

If it's international communism it's the Soviet who suppresses
the people. Under national comnmunism the local state does the

same. In both instances freedom is limited.




(a)

(b)

(e)

(&)
(e)

(28)

(2)

(v)

(29)
()
(b)

(c)
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Yes, there were.

Generally the old members of the party and they aimed to copy
the Tito system. I don't think there are more than 10% of them,
of the party members.

He is doing a dance on eggs with the Soviets but his government
will not be long-lived.

Yes, he is.

There is no communism any place, it's a Soviet rule. In
Yugoslavia they are nationalistic because the ruling class is
Yugoslav. In Poland fhere ls real communism, only they try to

play the independent's line as much as they dare.

Parties would have been formed and  free elections held and
Hungary®s neutrality = proclaimed. Perhaps a union with Austria
would have been arraenged.

His ideas must have gone through tremendous changes in 2 week's
time.

Yes, till elections. He could have also remained in the govern-
ment if he wanted to and he would have been elected regardless

of his party affilistions for his personal distinctions.

As an idea beautiful but it's not realisable.

I disapprove but I like the new English system of making zsqual
partners of them.

Bad if it comes to it for predicates great class differences.

Its aim by itself is good for it aims a reduction and elimina-




(a)
(e)

(£)
(g)
(h)

(1)

(3)
(k)
(1)

(m)
(n)

(30)
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tion of class differences.

has connotatlions
It%x bad Hmxbhx and zcetuelly is a merk communist bluff.
Is bad if the zpmmunizkx@efimiiz communist definition is
accepted and I reject such categories. But if life in the West
is regarded as a phrEzsxmfxinpEyisiism praise of imperialism
then it is good for all live better under it.
The same 2s goes for (e).

Middle class itself is good. Caste system was bad.

This is a propaganda word and it doesn't really have any

meaning.
Peter
Veress was a so-called folk —directed writer. He recelved

help from the communists after '45. He went along for a while
and when he was no longer needed they threw him out. He is a
disillusioned man.

He showed a different way for communism and was liquidated.

I don't know much about him.

Doesn't hurt me one way or another. He is liked for he killed
communists. He is one of the Chinese claiming leadership over-
China.

She is not very interesting.

One of the most outstanding and hardest and heroic men of the
age. By the way I know he did not want land back for the church

only church institutions.

A Catholic party if there were one. But the church itself is

against using the religion for political purposes for sooner or
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later it would decrease respect for the entire church. But it
would get the votes.

(2) The most popular figures today are Fwre Nagy and Tmre Kovhcs who
I think was a small holder and participated in thé-Nagy government,
in the end.

(31)

(a) Not enough.

(b) Not enough.

(¢) ©Not enough. |
(a) Not enough. |
(e) Not enough.

(£) Not enough.

(g) Depends. Generally they get more thanthey deserve.

(n) Not enough.

(i) Not enough.

(3) Got what they deserved.

(32) All had it better, particularly before 1938. There were no

changes.

(33)

(2) In harmony.

(b) In harmony. generally speaking.
(e¢) In harmony.

(a) In discord.

(e) In harmony.




(£)
(g)
(n)
(1)
(3)

(34)

(35)

(36)

NO. 205 "A" INTERVIEW SECTION I NN P. 73

Some discord.

Great distinctions; some discord.
In discord.

In discord.

In discord.

No .=,

Tn 1956 only a very small percentage would have .fought
with the communists. This got much worse after the
absence of k= Western help in the revolt. LEven now
many would come over but decidedly less a number than
before. Now the majority would be passive more than
allied. All however actually would at least be passive

and secretely our allied.

In question (5) I now have a broader understanding and
due to new impressions and new ideas. In question (16)
the role of the unions is now clear again due to in-
creased knowledge and not to radical changes in my

thinking.




(1)
(a)
(b)
(c)
()

(e)

(2)

(3)

(c)
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Interesting.

Quite a bit,

Hothing.

Yes, there is frequently insufficient historic distance.
though.

Ve should aek what do you think of World War III for we
think in Hungary that the US will pay dearlﬁ for careless
military programs and policies but it might

win the ‘ar after a nloody fight.
Yes, I do intend to go back.

I hope you will thoroughly review Hungarian literature
ecpecially the development of the Buropean idea in
Hungary.

Yes, I have suggesiions. These got to Leslie Laszlo

today. &

Interviewer's rating: Respondent is an intelligent boy

without tcwwide a vision., WNuch of his thinking o

FGEEEN 18 determined by botk family background and s
traditions end perhaps by ceution not to cut off his
way from going to the United States. As an intelligent
person he is not properly trasined which is obvious.

His mental processes are not very clear. He does lack a

university training he was dreaming of. A very likable

youn man.




