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Interviewkeslirs, P&dhorszky
March 28x&x2%,1957
20 & 21,
I.PERSCOTAL IIVEVNTORY
l.Subject:code name Xx 18-F
2, Age: 21
3. Sex: female
L. Marital status: married
5. Religion: Roman Catholic
6.Birthplace: Budapest,Hungary
7.)"ain residence: Budapestj;had an apartmert at Fo Utca
B.0ctober 1956 residence:during most of the time of the revolution
at her father-in-law's place &n the B8th
district of Budapest,
@. Travel akmzdebroad:never; nsither was her husband”
10.7"ilitary service: husband served the two years compulsory
military service from 1953='55 in the rani

of platoon sgt,
was

11.Zducetion: graduated from high-sechool ard so/%x her husband,
who,after that finished a coursse in land surveying

12.0ccupation: Clerk for a state fuel transportation company in

Budapest from 1954-'56, Husband workded for the
state office in Budapest from 19

13.Parents: Both parerts 1iving in Budapest,father 52,mother 48,

14 .Brothers or sisters: Has one sister 10 year old living with
parents,

15. Children: none

16. Date departed Hungary: lov. 30,1956

17. Arrived U.S.: Dec. 17,1956

18.,Residerce and travel in U.S.: Camp Xilmer, Berd College ,and

LA R
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19. Immediate plans: Shs and her husbard applied for scholarships
but did not receive any.

20. Respondent wes interviewed in Austria by Austrian authorities
and ICWC, This was a routine intsrview connectfed with her
immigration., The same hapneded in Camp Kilmer. In February she
had a two hour interview with Radlo Free Zwpxp Lurope,l.Y.

21, Resporndert speaks no foreign language

Respondent has a lower middle-class background,yet x& a very
nicely brought-up young women not scholastlcally but regarding
manners,ethlcs,princliples,ete., Her parents were apparertly very
successful in counter-balancing Communist education, She is only
21 years old, She did rot take any part in the revolution as she
was frightened by the shooting and couldn't stand the sight of
blood. But she could gi#ve detailed information regarding sec, X
para.B mxd more than anyone else so far. /lso sec X,para, D, and
detailed data about retirement pay. It was interesting to hear
her vlews on education of children and her strong polnts in favor
of clerical schools and their educational value.by her own
experlence, She had quite meture views and constructlve arguments
which are emazing regarding her backgrourd in that she only had

a high-school education., Her mother is = dressmaker,her father a
bbok=-keeper,her grardfather a small craftsman,ard her father-in-
law a tallor.It seemed to be a closely knit family,discussed
world events,avidly absorbed culbture, She read 2% a lot,wert to
the theatre ard opers houses etc. They also had season tickets,
Both families ere of Germanr arcestry. (see her name)
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IT. MAJOR SALIRICE AlD WARMwUP QUESTIOIS

"T believe that the most important things that the Amerlcan
public @ught to krow about the everts in Hungary during the
autumn of 1956 are that this revolution was the mExsiin
revolution of the entire Hungeriar nation ard 1ts main purpose
was to throw off the Russian yoke., It was & gereral up-rising
and i1t was not the revolt of a certain social class. 1T was the
revolt of the Hurgarians as a nation.”
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IIT. CHRONOLOGY OF PHRSONAL EXPERIEICES,ACTICY,ATTITUDES AID
EXPECTATIONS DURIIG THI REVOLUTIOR.

A. IN ™I evering of October 22 respordert stayed at home, Her
husband stterded the mmeting of the studerts at the University
of Technical 3Secienca, Wher he returred he told her about the
acheduled demonstration on the 23rd, and also about the mpuEkakx
twelve points the studerts had drafted, On October 23 respondent
went to her office as usual., This was on the outskirts of
Budspest in the Zuglo. Ore of her co-workers went to towr during
the day and returred telling sbout the demands of the students.
In the afterrnoon she returned home and waited for her husbard's
return. 211 over the city she saw the hand-made posters of the
studerts contalning the 12 points.on every wall and tree. When
joined by her husband they wert to the University of Technical
Seience. She left him there and went to her HOME in the
Fo Utca. Later on she joined the crowd gathering around the Bem
statue in Buda, Here she heard the crowd shouting the slogans
such as "Ruggians go out.","Death to the AVH,","We want lagy".
She returred to her apartment ard joined her husbard, In the
evening they heard Gero's spesech around 8 to 8:20pm on the
radio. They were very much infuriated because they didn'®
believe that Gero could so flatly turn down all the demards,
After Gero!s speech on the radko they went out agesith and joined
the crowd and then tried to get as nreer as possible to the
radio building becamse they were hoping to hear the twelve
points read on the radio. At Rakosi Street they met #he young
people coming from the Muricipel Park where they had_demolished
Stelin's statue. By that time the crowd was so dense that they
couldn't reach the radio building ard stopped in front of the
Astoria lotel. Here they heard the shooting which was goirg on
arourd the redio station ard she saw the first wounded being
carried on stretchers, The slpht ofblood nauseated her too

much and she got scared fkak so that she wanted to return home
by all means, Her husbard triled to stay but she did not let
him, So they walked on ard took the short-cuts ard firally at
11:30 they arrived at her in-laws home. Here they stayed over-
night,

On October 2 she couldn't hold back her husband amny longer

and he and his father left for the town. The 25th ard 26th of
October were the worst days, There was very heavy n-fire

golirg on quite near. The revolutionaries instelled“gun around- NEST
the block and were shuctirp SALLING the 0fficers Academy
situated at the Ulloi Ut. The studerts of this academy resisted
on the first day and shot back, Later on they surrendered ard
joired the revolutionaries, Durirg the rExakukiuxxzxz
demonstrations she was immensely happy,ard she cried for joy for
couldn't believe that such a thlrg could happen after twalbe
years of oppression, On the other hard she was qulte scared

ard on the everirg of October 23,wher the shooting started ard
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she saw all the wounded she just broke down ard cried all the
way home thirkirg what has happened to all the people who were
killed,

Respondert thought that first of all everyone warted the
goverrment to aect on the withdrawal of the Russian troops. This
was the first and main demard. They wanted lagy Imre to form a
goverrmert ard that the hated AVH be dissolved lmmediately.

Regerding the possible outcome she never believed that fighggég/
would start ir order to achieve frmedom., The past ten years'were
so oppressed that everyore was much too scared and she never
thought that the people wothild have dared to start a revolution.
At the beglrring she sincerely hoped that the demonstrations
would be successful,but after hearing Gero's speech she krew
that the gobermment would not give in, She would not have
accepted any concessiors from the govermment.Only the Twelve
Points,

She seld the demomstrators were mostly people from 14 to 26 years
old ard there were less girls thar boys,but there was stlll quite
a rumber of girls. These were the people she saw marching. The
older people stood around in dopr-weys mostly but chesred wildly.
In her group she saw mostly studerts., The lesdsrship of the
demonstratlions was in the km@x hards of the umiberslty students.
These were the boys who drafted the Twelve Points, Otherwide

the whole demmnstationgwas spontameous, She did rnot see anyore
who had been sppointed as an over-all leader or a local leader,
The crowd just became larger ard larger with every step.

B, Respordent believes that the revolution wert out of hand and
turned into fighting when the AVH started to use arms in frort .
of the radio building. The orly way that the fightinrg could have
been avoided would have been for the gevermment to have accepted
the Twelve Points. On the other hard she dodzn't believe they
would have accepted them because by accepting it would have
meant the end of Communist reglme.

Respondent first heard the revolutionary slogars on October m 23
in the afterncon when the students came from the Bem statue .,
The word "Freedom Fighter" she first heerd om fha October 25.

At first only the young people from 1l to 28 took part in the
actual fighting. Later on they were Jjolned by the soldiers who
deserted, These were Hurgariar soldiers from 20 to 22,thls being
the military sge. Gradually the older gereratlon also jolred 1z
wholeheartedly. Girls elso,but these were smeller in ruhber,

The filercest fighters were the university students ard mX also
the tough boys of the th and Sth districts. These were the sons
of workers mostly. But in the erd one could say that everybody
joined in the fighting.
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/s bo where and how the fighters got there arms she orly heard
thet they picked them up at different arms mxxmfamkmwxmmzxfectories.
As for the leaders of the fighters she heard.orly one name
mertioned during the revolution who was supposed to be the leader,
This was General Valeter.

lespordent was rather pessimistiv about the out-come of the
revolutior because she never believed that the tussians would
withdreaw ard she always had the feeling they would returr ard
erush the revolution.urless,of course,Western help came.

Gero matte a short radio speech or fhm October 2 which she heard
ard he stated that under the provisions of the Warsaw Pact the
govermert had called the Russian troops atatiomned 1r Hurgary for
help. /& to the return of the Russian army or lovember li ,Cero was
in Jdussia already ard she believes the Russians would have come
in anyway even wlthout the Hurgeorian goverrmert akking them to

do so, She still believes that this was the casse,

C.Respondent spent the days between the timé the {Soviet withdwawal
and the reinvasion mestly roaming around 1n %he city when the
situation quieted down a bit. She also went to her apartment in
the Fo Utca, They withdrew all the money they had in the bank

and hoarded foodstuffs. She did not go back to mmmkx her office
except once on Nove. 3 to get her pay checke.

On Nov. 2 there was a fierce fight going on between the AVH guards
who were surrounded by the Freedom Fighters in the Fo Utca AVH
building. The AVH men wanted to break out and the revolutlonaries
tried to prevent this.

Respondent never believed that the Red army had retreated in ®XRRAEX
emrnest. She first heard that thelrr with-drawal had been halted on
Nov. L1 et dawm, The same day she saw the hussians arrive and saw
guns and tanks on the bridges over the Danbbe .

The time between Nov. L and 7 respondent spent most of her time
with her family in the cell@r of their aparitment house. They were
near the Mimistry of Light Industry and much shooting was going on
at that time. After that she went back to her father-in-law's
place in the Bth district, As she wakked along the big boulevard
she saw the terrific demage the Russian tanks had caused. Not

snue even after the =mfdgm siege in 1955 did this section of the
city look $0 bad. Houses were blasted and she saw the Kilien
Barracks burning. All along the UibétEEE saw many deado

Respondent had already planned her escape around Nov. ®xk 1. but
she was too scared of the lussians. Her husband was not so keen
on leaving. She listened to the Radio Free lurope messages from
people who had already esceped and they told how comparabively
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easy 1t was., So she kept nagging her husband and finally he agreed,
They telked it over with another young couple,said good~bye to
their parents on Nove. 28 and left on Nove. 29.

.. Respondent feels that Hungary has gained nothing by the
revolution. She says she has lost everything.



fx

18«F
T, 8/1v

of help
IV. EXPECTATIONSZFROM THE WEST DURING THE REVOLUTION

A" Regarding our expectations of belp during the revolution I could
say that we had two mailn hopes. One was that the United Nations
would #nforce the sanctions agalnst Kusdha and =mesmdy second,that
Western help would come in some form. Which form we could not say
because we knew that an armed interference would mean were"

B, "Our basis for our hopes were the radlo broadcasts to which we
listened daﬁ and hight during the revolution and which trensmitted

the United Nation sessions."

C. Respondent did not come into any contact with any forlegners
between Oct.23 and the time of her escape.
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V.SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. Respondent's father worked in the insurance field before the
war, At that time respondent was Wery young and she does notb
mow what Exrxfak his income was. She says they lived well above
the average and even kept a servant. From 1942 to 1945 he served
in the Hungarian army in the army supply corps., In 1945 he was an
American prlsoner of war in Austria and returped in 19 6 to the
same job. But after a year he was dismissed. +hen he got jobs as
a book~keeper,but the income was much lower and so her mother
started to work. She was a dressmaker. They owned two family
houses in wnat is now Roumanla. Her father was agraduate of the
Commercial Academy and her mother had eight years of grade=-school
end four years in special training for dress-making and allied
small crafts. .

B. Respondent belleves there are four seclal classes mit in Hungary.
The workers,the peasants,and the intellectuals. Fourth she thought
would be the top echelon of the Communist Party members,and those
people who served the regimef. She has only had contact with the
workers; none with the peasantry.(Her attitude toward the peasantry
was ® typical of a eity dweller.) She did not like them very much
although she admits she doesn't knowthem very well. She believes
that the working class 1n Hungary is a very reliable class,
especially as seen during the revolution. The intellecturlska had
it very bad during the Communist regime so this class was the one
who was the most opposed to the regime, Respondent feels she
belongs to the intellectual class. She believes the hardest hit
by the Communist regime was what she calls "former intellegensia,”
Phmxfermer She wanted to differentiate between "new"intellectuals
who grew up under Communist regime.z The "former intellectuals”
were persecuted because of thelr class origin.

Then,of course,the kich peasants lost & great deal under Communisi.

Regspondent feels the working class did not care very much for the
peasantry. They were rather jealous because the prm peasants llved
better. The workers did not like the intellecituals very much &ither
because they were of the opinion that this class was putting on

alrs and playing the lord. The peasantry however still respected the
intelléctuals ,but having never lived in the countr¥ respondent did
not know how the peasantry felt about the workers. The intellectuals
preferred the working class to the peasantry. ~he does not think
there has been any changes in these attitudes in the last ten years,

E, "The chances in Communist Hungary for an individual to get agm
ahead I believe depended whmk on what political views he pretended
to follow. The second importent factor was ones class origin. Talent
came last. There was a sligift change for the better mm under Prime
Minister Hagy in 1953, But after hls regime averything became even
worse. &n individual who at least professed to be a very good
Communist even 1if he were not had a much better chanceﬁgo get aheado.n
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VI.FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMI{UNISM

A."Femily life in Hungary has been greatly (kffected by the Communist
regime, The Hungarian family before the Communists took over was
a very closely knit unit and it was & very important factor in
everyones life. Due to the fact that both parents had to work in
order to provide kixem for the family family life broke up. It was
always better 1f one parent could at least work at home as in our
family. M{ sister and I were brought up by mg mother who worked
at home. The increased rate of diverces are I think also due to
the fact that both husband and wife had to work and there in the
offices met people of the opposite sex and had more cpportunity
to arrange dates. It was easier to make excuses for coming home
late.

"The state took over the education from yo# tendere@l #& aged. The
bables were put in day-nurseries and later on in nursery ehhools.
The teen-agers wmmmk were kept in school until the time they could
go home and join kiark ke their parents. All these things
resulted in bpeaking up the family circle. I feel very bad about
this,especially since I've seen that in our family things were
much better. It was worst in the intellectual's families beeause
in the workd#ng and peasant classes the parents worked before the
Communist regime.

B."The indoctrination of Hungerian children started at the

rursery gt schools and it was intensified in the grade and high-
schools. The main brouble was that the children heard something

qulte different at school %Lka from what they heard at homeymainly
concerning religion. I could observe the results of this indoctrination
mainly on my younger sister, Children were torn between two loyalties..
one to schodl and one to thelr parents. When the children get a

little older the parents can,1f they care and if they are strong
enough, counter-balance the Communist teaching. Often,though,the

parents are too tired or do not care enough to be bothered by

this pg9blam. Fortunately,I preferred to be guided by my parents
advice.

"Bisobedience depended on the child and his family. The very
young are much less religious then their parents but the main
clashing point is about dating. At school they are told that
they are independent and free personalities. This pleases them
and they try to live up to this."

hx "As I said,this hit the intellectual class the hardest for
children of t his class x £ formerly always better educated and
better disciplined. A parent who worked at night and slept in the
day had very little influence on his children. The least effected
wax was the peasentry. Zmar Thelr way of living didn't change at
all,
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Attention Decodler: This nart of the interview had to be re-

written because the disHs were lost. 1heim interview schedule
has since been revised and therefore the serlal numbers of the

paragraohs may not tally.

According to resoondent, prostitution was orohibited
under the Communist regime, but it flourished nevertheless.

Regarding the sexual morality of the Communists 835 come
vared to the average Hungarian, resvondent said oddly enough
on the one side they were extremely strict, on the other side
they were nreaching fres love. Nevertheless, it was a welle
known fact thet a »rominent "arty functionary was comnelled
to lead an exemplary moral life.

" Regarding what would haopen to her friendshin if a good
friend of hers later jolned the Communist Party, she said:

"It would certalinly influence our friendshin, even if
I knew that she joined the Communist Party for some reason
like keening her job, etc. I can say from exverience that
I had a friend who was a Jewess and whose varents were killed
by the Nazls., She joined the Communist Party in 19LE when
the Communists came in. I broke with her. Later on, however,
the very same pnerson regrétted that she became a Party member,
and told me that she wanted to leave the Party but was not
allowed to do so. She actually cried a lot when we were t0=-
gether, and then I took pity on her and resumed the friendshin,

"But I do not think friendshi» can be continued, keeving
volitics out of it."

Regarding juvenile delinguency, resnondent had the follow-
ing to say:

"I believe that juvenile delinquency has increased during
the Communist regime, but this fact was never made nublic.
Therefore, the amhkkim government nrobably had 1ts reason.

"The regime was mostly concerned about the 70litical
crimes anyway."

According to resmondent, the Juvenile delinquents came from
all social backgrounds, but most of kmkx them were found in the
citles.
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VII. RELIGION
r Na According to respondent, religion played a very imwortant

vart in Hungarien life, and for thils very reason the regime was
all out sgainst religion. In resvondent's oninion, the Roman
Catholic religion was hardest hit. All ovroverty of the church
was taken away, the different religious orders dissolved, and
veonle viere always under observation whether or not they went
to church, or for instance got married in church. This was a
bad nvoint on the Kadar files. The situation was at its worst
in 1949, until the first reglme of Imre Kagy.

Be In respondent's lifle religion nlayed an immortant nart,
but as she grew uo she became more slack. She thought that
she 1ls less religious than her »arents were, and that she 1is
about as religlous as the average verson in Hungary.

Cs Resvondent held the wview that no church should be in-
volved In nolitics, and that the churches and the state should
be keot senarate and indenendent from sach other. However,
she strongly advocated the role of churches in education, be-
cause she thought that this 1is extremely imvortant, esneclally
for the morals of the young neonle.

D, In resoondent's ovinion, the Jewish religion had been
much less hurt by Cogmunism than the other religions. The
reason she gave for this, to her % mind, was the fact that
most of the AVH and to» Party functionnariles were Jews. She
also added, "You must know there wasn't anti-Semitism in
Hungary, but since these neovle, as mentioned before, held
the ton Jobs and kmk best naid nositions, the hatred of the
AVH aﬁd the Communists was understandably transferred to the
Jews.

Vhen asked about thc attitude of the Jews during the
Communist regime, resvondent sald "Of course the Jews did
not like Communism but they could always sezemadzk accomodate
themselves to every ® clrcumstance, and thls is what they
did during the Communist regime also.

"Many Jews joined the Communist Party, but even if not
by conviction, thls was to make more noney and got better jobs."

Regarding the attitudes and actions of Jews during the
revolution, resnondent gave the following information:

"The Jewish students from the Universities »articinated
in the rcvolution as the other students did. I do not know
whether or not they took »nsrt in the fighting. As much as I
knew and heard they did not, because they were too cautious.

"I believe there 1s something to the view that the Jews
do not want an independent Hungary, but this 1s for the reason
that pnolitically and economically they would no longer have the
important onositions they had before."
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VIII. 7THE HUNCARIAN YJUTH

A. "hen we sveak about Hungarian youth, we generally think
of young peovnle of both sexes and all social classes between
1l and 26.

B. I am convinced that the Hungarian youth olayed a very ime
nortant part in the revolutione.

In resvondent's view, the young neovnle were dissatisfled
with their chances of getting ahead in Communist Hungary, and
this dlssatisfaction co:1d have been one of the major causes of
the outbreak of the revolution.

During the revolution, the older generatlion thought that
we vére too hot~-headed and everything would be lost in the end.

However, young neonle acted as they did because they were
full of enthusiasm, and they were convineed that Viestern helo
would be forthfoming.

Ce In reference to schools and educational systems in Hungary
during the last ten yecars, res»ondent sald the following:

"The quality of the educatich in Hungary during the last
12 years was extremely good, even though history, Hungarian
language, etc., were very much slanted. But the standard was
very high. There was strict discionline and you had to study
hard, esneclally at the universities, where you hed always to
attend all the lectures, and 1t was very diflicult to »ass
your exams. The vocational choice was restricted, of course;
already in high schools you had to make out different question-
naires regarding your chosen profession. However, you were
admitted to the universities and colleges according to your
origin and "other" factors. This meant your - . There
was whet we called numerous clauses for each nrofession. lie
then were directed according to the needz of the country, and
not according to what we wanted to become.

"As to the srofessors, the old ones were those that
were retalned, vere xkx extrcmely good. The young ones who
lectured on Marxlsm and such like rubbishy matters were extremely
bad and uncqualified. Politically, of course, the 0ld good »ro-
fessors dld not belong to the Party, except of course usually
the headmasters of the schools or the deans of the universitles
had to be Party members."

D. In my oplnion youth simoly did not accent Communist in-
doctrination, and I attribute thils to the strength and values

of the home and families. The family life always counterbalanced
the Communist indoctrination.



IX. ™AJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FILT IN EVLRYDAY LIFE

A "The causes of the main dissatisfactlons in Communist
Hungary ss they showed up in everyday life were that we
were very badly pald for our viork, and there was always a
lack of goods. Then, the lies in the newsnavers were ter-
ribly annoying. Apart from the big nolitical things, we
always comolained about the neace loans we had to sign
"voluntarily."



X. THLE ECONOWIC LIFE

A. Regarding the standard of living of herself and her
family, resovondent gave the following information:

"My husband and I lived cuite well because my father-
in-law, who was a tailor, made oulte a lot of money, and he
helned us a great deal materially. This was how 1t came
about that we could pay 20,000 £m»Xim forints for an anart-
ment as a oremium. My varents also were working, both of
them, father and mother.

"Regarding the food situation, the only time we had
it very good was during the revolution when all food that
was stored away for ex»ort to Russla was sold in the public
food stores.

"The clothing situation wasn't too bad for us, since,
as I mentioned, my father-in~law was a tailor. But good ma-
kxrakk terial did goms cost a tremendous amount of money.
The housing situationvas the worst, because there was a shortage
of avnartments.

"WWe would have considered it a luxury to have an anart-
ment of our own and to have it furnished as we liked. And
furthermore, another luxury was to have a good vacation. Of
the three above mentioned, food, clothing and housing, 1t was
always housing that caused the greatest difficulties for the
young married counles.

"The living standard has gone down steadily since 1945.
It was maybe the worst in 1952, and in 1956 it was at its best.

"I knew a family thet was better off than any other, be-
cause both man and wife wers emoloyed at the army mess as cooks.
Of coursge they ® could embezzle a great deal of food there, whlch
they sold on the Black Market, therefore they always had money.

"It is very easy to say why the Hungarilan standard of
living during the last 8 years has gone down so tremendously.
The reason for it was that everything was exnorted to Russia.
The Russians did not vay for the goods they received."

B. Regarding her income in 1956, res»ondent said:

"I was naid 850 forints Raw ner month. Of this, 37
was deducted for nension fund, 1% for income tax, and L%
of our income went for the so-called voluntary oeace loan.
Then we vnald 11 forints per month for Trade Union, and
about xw 2 forints for DISZ &%x stamws. Ve did not receive
any famlly allowance. In fact, they deducted what they called
a tax for being childless.
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. "As a part-time job, I did some plecework after office
hours making toys. With this I made about 1200 or 1500 ver
month, but all this I did on the sly. I was helping out a
so-called Vaszek small craftsman, who did not want to engage
a helver officially.

"All members of my family worked; even grandmother had
a temoorery job, and she also helped at home in the household
chores. She was 75 years old.

Kﬁﬁxunxhxxtngxhxanxtnxkhuxxxmxxaukxnx;xanxxixnxsx
rekxadxiz"During a year in the seme job, I started at 700,
then my salary was raised to 800, and finally to 350. "

Co Regarding nrices and cuality of goods in Hungary under
the Communist regime, resnvondent said:

"The orices varied denending on where you bought your
food. The free market or the farm markets were of course
always more cxnensive, but here the quality of the food was
much better. The state stores carried foodstuffs of nretty
inferior quality, and sometimes they wercn't quite fresh
either.

"4s to clothing, here again anything that you hed ori-
vately made,®qg custom-made, was always far suverior in cuality,
but always higher in orice than the ready to wear dresses you
could purchase at the state stores.

"The nrices of the foodstuffs also varied according to
season, sand this also haonened with the industrial products,
but rather in a funny way. Also, sometimes for no reason
whatsoever, some staple commodity disanneared from the market
for months.

"All I can say about retail distribution in Hungary is
that 1t was just plain lousy. You could never get what you
vanted, or get it at the right time. You could buy winter
clothes 1n the summer, and vice versa, Or if you set your
heart on buying a blue dress, for instance, you could be sure
you wouldn't get one. %Therse uere only red ones, and SO on.
Also, the less exvmensive 1ltems were always more difficult to
ourchase. licbody could figure out the distribution system of
the regime stock-wise.

"As to spare parts, this was most difficult. It was somes
times nearly imvossible.

"The Black Market of course flourished, even if it was
punished severely. In 1947 there was what we called Link »urdace
or under the counter sale. The commoditiecs you could buy on

. the Elack YMarket were of course always much more exnensive,
but then the quallty was so much better too.
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"I cannot tell what venalities were imvosed, I know that
usual%y neonle were locked uv, but for how long I couldn't
tell.

D. In refcrence to her working conditions, resvondent gave
the following information: JI worked from 6:30 A.M. til1

3:00 o'clock P.M., including half an hour for lunch. e had

to work 48 hours a week, and we had a six-day week at that.

It took me one hour to get to my working nlace by streetecar

and story bus. I worked in an office and this wes my own
choice. I was more free there than anywhere else. e didn't
have to punch out cards and could be late sometimes or leave
earlier., I worked at the heating fuel distribution entervrise
called Dusbed. There were only two other girls = in the office,
and we were on very good terms. Our boss was never here at

. the denot. This was a kind of storage vnlace for coal and heat-
ing wood, and the three of us menaged the whole vlace, more or
less.

"It so havnened that every 2 months, maybe, the bigshot
from the head office would come to control, but we were always
warned when he was coming. The manager of the whole enterwrise
was a former iron worker, but the manager of the Transnortation
section was a well-cualified man and knew his works.

"If we did our work well we were ovraised. Once I got
even 200 Forints oremium.”

"Regarding the Hungarian vacatlon, health and compensation
nrograms, the slick insurance, for Instance, was extremely well
organized, and we got quite a lot out of it. uwe had to pay
only 157 of the orice of the medicines, and hospitalization
and medical care, surgery etc. were quite free. If you served
more than 2 years with a comvany and you became sick, you re=-
celved 65 of your salary for a whole year, and if you couldn't
continue your work after that, you received disability payments,
always according to the time you had served with the same comnany.
Sometimes !t amounted even to 600 forints per monthe.

"The pensions on the other hand were extremely low, and
you had to serve ten years with the same commany in order to
get £00 forints »er month.

"However, the vensionees of the old régime have been de-
orived of thelr nensions, and very few are recelving some nittance.

E. when asked where she would have “referred to live in Hun=
gary, in the country or in the city, resoondent said:

"I would have oreferred to live in the city always, because
I was used to city life and I didn't like the 1life in e provineigl
town or in the villages, even though the housing situation was
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far better there. After all, I was born in the city, eand there
is so much more to do there.

"In my belief, the agricultural workers had a better diet
than the city workers. The general standard of living also
must have been higher in the orovinces because the neasants
had more money, and they had fewer demands in other ficlds
of life; in X culture, for imxkmz® instance.

"Politically, peonle had it much easier in the villages
and in the »rovinces because the Communist Party didn't oursue
i1ts activities so intensively there.

"When collectivization was first introduced in Hungary, we
knew that it wouldn't work out at all, because the Hungarian
peasant llkes to work in his own field. And for instance, even
when the collectives worked well, this havvened only when the
members were decent measants, and liked to work together.

"Collectivization in Hungary was introduced forelbly, and
thersfore it just couldn't hm achievs any results. The richer
neasants, of course, objected most to collectivization.

"I have heard that during the revolution the collectives
were dissolved."
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A. This paragraoh, regarding the n»olitical situation before
1948, could not be annlied due to youth of respondent.

B. Regarding the Communist Party from 1948 on, resnondent
had the following to say:

"The workers joined the Communist Party involuntarily so
to speak, because the majority of the Hungarlan workers belonged
to the Soclal Democratic Party, and this Party was simoly
merged with the Communist Party, and thus nolens volens the
workers became Communist Party members. Now, since the Party
has mmaxgamixmd been reorganized lately,(they call themselves
the Party's shock troopsz)mot everybody can belong to the
Party. They are rather seclective in accenting anybody.

"I am quite sure that there were guite a lot of Come
munists who became Communist Party members in Hungary because
they belisved in the orincinles of Communism. However, they
didn't believe in the way Communism was interoreted and carried
out in Hungary.

"Party oolicles did change during the last eight years.
For instance, there was the first Prime Ministershi»n of Imre
Nagy. At that time, all political reins were slackened. The
reason for thls was evidently that there were new instructions
from Yoscow, because whatever hanvened in Russia, happened in
the satellitex masmkey countries a couple of months or weeks
later. As to the Party morale, I cannot give any information
because I never attended any Party meetings and was not a
Party member either.

"In my ovinion the ton leaders of the Hungarian Communist
Party have no will of their own. They have to obey the Soviet
orders imnlicitly. I am convinced that the to» Communist leaders
in Hungary are ewll and disbolical peonle.

"Even Rajk was a good Communist in a way, because after
all he set up the AVH, but as far as I knew, when he became a
follower of Tito, this didn't fit into the Moscow »lans some-
how, so they eliminated him. I can't make out Imre lNagy either.
Maybe he was a numnet. On the other hand, he wanted a neutrale
ity for Hungary, and then again, on the other hand, he went and
took shelter at the Yugoslav Lmbassy. Vhy didn't he go to the
U.S. or the British Legation, for instance, if he wasn't a
Communist?

"As to the motives of the rank end file members and
those of the leadershin, the ton Communists became Party members
because they wanted to remain in vower and make good money. OH
the other hand the rank and file vneonle sometimes became Party
members egainst their own will. I am referring now, for instance,
to the Hungarian workers who were Social Democrats before the
Communists took over.
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"Mihen Hungary is independent I believe that the top
Communists should be hanged -~ all of them."

1 "I have not heard of any opvosition to the Communist
govegnment before the revolution, or any slowdown or sabotage,
etc.

In reference to the activities of the intelle cthals,
resnondent said:

"I have not heard very much about the activitles of the
intellectuals before the revolution except for the Petofl Circle,
a literary magazine which was very wldely read all over the
country. There was even a Black Market nrice for that magazine .
In the soring of 1956 this magazine began to carry very audacious
and very frenk, oven articles. This was what, I suspect, could
be called the intellectual ferment.

"In my ovinlon the intellectuals did not have anything
new to say. <lhey were just sumning uo what everybody else was
thinking. Shortly before the revolution, the meetings of the
Petofl Circle were transmitted by the radio. It was really
amazing how freely and ovenly these veonle dared to snesak up .
Their meetings were extremely well attended; in fact, they were
ciowded,"and the audience was composed of members of all social
classes.

"ihy these intellectuals stood up against the regime I
am really at a lose to say, because these neople were mostly
quite pampered by the regime and lived well. They received
all kinds of awards and besidesg they served the regime cuite
well. I honestly do not trust them very much. I am thinking
now of Julius & Haj,of Zolgan Zelk and esnecially of Thomes
Aczel. This one received the Stalin Prize for instance for
several of his works, and he too was a Party member."”
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XII. TEE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. "The much hated AVH force in Hungary was comnosed of two @
different sorts of veonle. First &k of all there were the

rank and file; these were youngsters who did their compulsory
military service and were assigned to this unit. The top AVH
officers, however, were voluntarily signed uv off'icers and most
of them were Jews. These people wére the scum of the nation.
They didn't want to work and they went about and did thelr dis-
gusting job only for money. They were extremely well paid.

"I knew the husband of a very good friend of mine who was
in the mines for three years after having been tortured by the
AVH. But it 1s extremely interesting to see how whoever has
escaned AVH orison doesn't talk about 1t, becamse they do not
dare. I exnect they were thoroughly scared.

"When Hungary is indenendent, I think 1t would be only
falr to do the same thing to the AVH neonle that they did to
their victims. I don't think that they oven deserve a trial.

"In comparing the regular nolice with the AVH, I can say
that the regular nolice were mostly rzzemmkim recruited from
among the veasants. They were not well naid and therefore
nretty slack in execution of their duties. The regular nolice
never had anything to do with politiecal crimes. Due to their
low salaries they were oven to bribes. However, they were not
Communist Party mewbers, and during the revolution my husband
saw how the nolice force went over to the Freedom Fighters.

The major part of them handed over their weanons, and even
those who dld not fight just went home and remained in hiding.X "

Bo "As to the Hungarian courts, I do not know anything about
how these courts worked before 1945; you see I was much too
young, and I do not know anxthing about the peonle's courts
elther for the samne reason.

D. "I think this is a very stupid question, that the Hungarian
feellngs toward the Ruseian army are due to the events of 1848.
Of course not. They are only due to the events in '4) and 'LS.
Befere the Russians came in we already knew what to exnect from
them. ™My narents told me they were looting and ra’ing all over
the country; this is what I was told."

"The attitude and actions of the Russian soldiers during
the revolution I can judge only by how they behayed and by what
I saw. They were mostly terribly scared, esneclally the younger
soldlers. Then the others who came in after November Lth were
mostly “Mongollians and they didn't even know where they werse.
They asked for directions to the Suez Canal. Others said "How
pretty the Chinese girls are here," etc. The old occupation
troovs were sent home wlth their fanilies. They went very re-
luctantly because they liked living in Hungary.

"I have heard from the different youngsters who fought in
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the street that the Russlan soldiers did heln Hungarians and

refused to obey their sumeriors. And also some students saw

Russlans hand over their tanks. These same students told me

that there wers many Korean students who studied st the Hung=
arian universities, boys and girls, who were on scholarshin

In Hungary. They fought like lions agalnst the Russian soldiers
and the AVH."

E % F. Resvondent could not give any information on these two
varagraohs. MNelther referring to paragranh G.
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XIII. ASSESSWENT OF FUTURE "ROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

Ao Resoondent was of the ovinion that in the near future
nothing can possibly hapven in Hungary, because the Russians
will not give uo the country. Scme neople have other ideas,
but they are optimists, and resvonient thought that a great
deal of wishful thinking was involved.

"I do not believe that Kadar 1s going to make any further
concessions. He willl revert, rather, to the Stalin line.

"The V.est will not come to the aid of Hungary. Wwhy should
1t? It didn't come when it had the onvortunity, why should they
helo now? And the Russian poliey will not change either. May-
be they wlll continue with the usual seesaw policy, that's all."

"The solutlon k& similar to Poland's isn't good, but may-
be it 1s the lesser evil. Peonle with whom I talked said 1t
would have been wiser to follow the same line as Poland did.

"A war between the iast end West is something which nobody
desires, but on the other hand, I believe that the whole oroblem
of Eastern Lurove can only be solved radically by war. The U.S.
will not attack, but when Russia will do so is anybody's guess.

"Means other than war unfortunately willl have no effect
because the events have nroved that the Soviet Union doesn't
care & damn about nressures of the UN or sanctions, or arﬂﬁtra-
tion, ete. IXhm Internal change in the Soviet Union would be
the ideal solution."

Be "In the last 10 years we were oretty pessimistic. However,
by the soring of 1956, when the thaw came about all over Bastern
Eurone, we hoped that 1little by little Russia would loosen the
reinfs. But nobody belleved in a radiecal change at all.

"Now, however, short of war, only internal chanﬁes in Rug=
sia ¢ould bring about change in LZastern Zurone also.



XIV. SOCIAL, “0iITICAL AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOCY

A, Wihen asked what she would want an indevendent Hungary to
be like, resvondent said: "I would like to see in an indeven-

dent Hungary a government similar to the one the U.S. has. I
think Hungary should be a reoublic."

B, As to the desired economic system and emphasis, rcsoone
dent says:

"By all means Hungery should revert again to agriculture,
and this should be emvhasized because the land in Hungary 1s
extremely well suited for this »nurpose. To my mind, the ex=-
aggerated Industrialization of the country is wrong. There
1s no need for heavy industries anymore in Hungary. It is
costing the country too much. On the other hand, the light
industry with a steoned-up outnut of consumer goods wo1d be
a very good solution. I think that the main items to be
manufactured by light industry should be consumer goods and
also agricultural machinery. I think that the foundries and
the 1ron industries at the Stalin City should be comnletely disg-
continued. Regarding agriciltural oroducts, I think wheat,
fruit, poultry and the raising of cattle would be the best idea.

"If the Communist regime in Hungary were overthrown, then
I believe the best solution would be that the communications,
the nublic utilities and transvortetion should remain under
state control. However, the textile industry for instance,
and small crafts to the trade, etec. should by all means be ree
turned to private hands. -

"Regarding Kolchozes and State Farms, here too I think
that the large State Farms should remain under state control
and produce for exnort, and should remain exnerimcntal sgricul-
tural stations. The cooperatives must be dlissolved by all
means.

"I believe that 1t would be ¢:ite good if the government
should set a maximum of 100 acres regarding the amount of land
any one nerson or family may own."

When asked vhat kind of government pesnondent would like
to see in an indevendent Hungary, she said:

"I womld like the first kind of government you mentioh,
the one that guarantees all the nersonal freedoms of the indi-
vidual. The very fact that you are free will bring absut a
good standard of living for you, and all the os-ortunities you
need in order to get a good job.

"I do not believe that it is necessary to outlaw the Com-
munist Party in an indevendent Hungary, because after what neonle
have seen in Hungary during the last 12 years, I am sure that
the Communist Party would not have any followers at all."”
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C. "As to the international vosition I desire for an indeven=
dent Hungary, this should be similar to that of Austria -- a
comnlete neutrality.

"Since this neutrallty excludes any military alliances, I
do not want to see, of course, any military treaties, alliances
or relations with any country. However, economic relations I
would not like to see with the U.S.S.R., and also I wouldn't
want any zikm cultural relationshiv with the Soviet Union. Vith
the other .astern Lurovnean states I would like to see economic
relationa only if these countries, too, are free from Russian
domination. Culturally, I would li%e to see relations only
with Eastern Cermany. with the rest of Zirone and the U.S. of
course I would welcome economic and military reolations, exclude
ing military alliances."

When asked what she thought of the vogsgibility of a
Federation of Danubian States, resoondent saild:

"I have heard about this idea, and we discussed it at
home, but I do not believe it would be a good idea, and the
general opinion was the seame. You know, we all at home were
fed u»n with 2ll kinds of federations and unions.

"If such a federation could be brought about, then I
belleve only Austria and Hungary should get togcther. Nobody
in Hungary would want any Slav countries, nor the Romanians to
narticinate in a federation.

"Hungary's »nresent boundaries are unaccentable to me and
I would like very much to see a territorial adjustment which
could be brought about by international negotiations. We are
always, and have always been concerned about the Hlungarian
minoritlies living outside of Hungary, and esvecially now about
the fate of those who are in the northern nart of Hungary now
occunied by Russia.”



XV. THE IFORMATION OF PUBLIC JPINION

A, Reswondent was Informed about the Twentieth Party Congress
and Krushchev's sveech to the Congress. She was of the opinion
that there was nothing secret about 1it, because the Hungarien
radios and newspapers carried it at great length. The reason
for this she bellieved to be that the Soviet Union wanted to

show a gesture towards the satellite nations, and they had some
reason why they wanted to nlay the good boy.

Resnondent has heard about Senator McCarthy and the Un-Ameri-
can Actlvities Committee, but only in the very slanted way she
was tuaght it at school. Res»ondent had no idea who Peron was.

As to Rakosl's private life, resnondent zaid that everybody
knew that he llved in a very summtuous villa out in the suburbs
of the clty, and had a motorcade of 25 to 30 AVH vnicked men.

He also rode in a bullet-proof car and it was rumored that his
wife was not actually his wife but a vlanted soy from Moscow,

B. Resvondent has not reaed any newsnapers regularly during
the last ten years. During the Olymoic games she read the sports
vavers; that was all. Regarding books, she only read what was
comnulsory at the school. This was moatly Soviet literature,

and she hated 1t. She found it tedious, boring and bad. She
also read the old Hungarian classics and other Hungarian books,
sometimes translations from foreign authors. These books were
handed around from friend to friend.

Respondent didn't read any contennorary Hungarilan books
because she thought them extramely bad -- very slanted and very
much under the fussian purging. According to resovondent, there
were always many books in the bookstores, but nobody bought then.
As mentiloned before, she did not read the newspapers because
she found them extrenely tedious and also slanted, and she
didn't bellieve them. She said the rellability of these navers
was zero during the Communist regime.

Resvondent also disclosed that the foreign newsnavers to
be obtained under the Communist regime were mostly the Pravda
and other navers from the satellite nations, but nobody bought
them. She sald they had the Dail worker, the British newspaver,
from the Vest. Then she 2150 sometimes saw Fronch svorts vapers
that were allowed for a while to be brought into Hungary. Ac-
cording to resvondent, magazines sent in packages from abroad
were also handed arsund from friend to friend. Fesvondent did
not know of any illegal nublications while in Hungary.
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A. Respondent was of the ovinion that only by means of a
revolution can any changes be brought about in Russia. She
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of course In a slanted way.

Resvondent would have »referred the Hungarian revolution
to take a nath along Polish lines because she thought that to
date they have achieved more, and besides they haven't lost
80 many »eonle In battle and in emigration as has Hungary.

D. Regarding Tito, respondent was of the oninion that
National Communism, which by the way Tito did not invent, 1s
Just as bad as Communlism. DRespondent had a vretty bad ovninion
of Tito because of his fence straddling.

Resnondent nointed out that Tlto's attitude toward the
Hungarian revolution was very tyoical of him.

Resnondent thought that Tito is »nretty nonular in Yugo-
slavia, eventhough not 100 »ercent. Resnondent said that she
had several friends who were In Yuposzlavia for a vislt, and
they told her that the living standard 1is higher there than in
Hungary. Also, working conditions are better and nersonal
freedom is greater.

Regarding the "Middle Last nroblem, respondent was of the
view that the Anglo-French invasion of Lgyot was right, that
the Israell invasion was wrong, and that Nasser had no right
to nationalize the Canal, which he did on Soviet orders. Ac=-
xzam cording to resvondent, the UNO acted wrongly when they .
told the British end French to lecave. “‘hey should have re= :
mained in Lgyvot. v

Respondent felt that events in cgypt had affected the
develonments 1n Hungary during the Fall of 1956, because as
a result of the British-I'rench atteck, the Soviet had a
ready made reason to interfere in Hungary.

Fo On Western Germany, resoondent had the following to say:

"The living standard in Western Cermany is extremely
high and still on the incrcase." Resnondent could not imagine
that the Germans would be dangerous and would start another
war, even though they are rearming with American assistance.
Resnondent was unaware of the military strength of the Vest
German army; she thought 1t to be stronger than the I'rench,
but not larger than the British. She did not %now the term
of service in the “est German army.

Resnondent was very young when the Gerwmans occupled
Hungary and could not remember well, but she nolnted out that
they had no troubles whatsoever with the Cerman soldiers.
They were a decent, clean and cultured lot. Of coirse, the
German occuvation army, according to resvondent, was not
liked by the Jews, which is understandable.

The Russisn occupation force was, of coirse, very un=-
novular in Hungery. The German occupation army was the better
discinlined, regarding both officers and echlisted men.
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Ge Respondent didn't %now anything about NATO. She said
that what the regime told them about this organization she of
course didn't believe, because she knew it was slanted. Che
did not know anything sebout the British Labor Party or other
Eurovean Socialist varties.

According to resnondent, the living stendard in the West-
ern countrles ran as follows: Vestern Germany, Great Britain,
Italy, Greece, the Soviet Union end Lgynt.

H. When asked what suorised her varticularly about America
during her first few months here, resvondent said: "The ter-
firifically high standard of living everywhere, all over the
country."

As to what the U.3, should do now for the neonle and
nations of Lastern Lurone, respondent was of the ovinion that,
short of war, the West cannot do a thing, as the events in
Hungary have nroven that khaxRaximw talks with the Soviet Union
will lead nowhere.

According to respondent, the U.B. foreign volicy is not
a very successful one, since 1t is on too good terms with the
Soviet Union.

Respondent thought that loans should be given to the
Eastern Emrsmuam Euronean nations only if =mek some guarantee
could be figured out that they should really heln the nations,
and not the regime.

Resnondent thought 1t would be best that the U.S. govern-
ment have no relations whatsoever with the Hungarlian government,
because the nresent government does not rezoresent the Hungarilan
nation. It renresents the nation even to a lesser extent than
did Rakosi.

Resnondent held the ovninion that the Hungarilan veonle
back home would very much like to see Lestern visitors, because
they have been hermetically sealed off from the Lestern world
for twelve yeoars. Respondent also thought that visitors should
bc told before they go to Hungary that they shouldn't believe
only what they see. They ought to go and see everything for
themselves. She thought that the refugees wers the most able
oersons to tell them the truth about the situation at home.

She was also of the ooiniontmk that neoole &t home would 1like
to receive liestern books and neriodicals, but whether or not
thex nresent government would allow this »rinted matter to come
into the country is of course another nroblem.

Reswondent thought that it would make a very good im-
nression on neonle back home if the Hungarian exiles are assoc=-
iated with such activities as iestern visitors and nublications.

“hen asked about the Yarshall Plan respondent had the
followlng to say: "I knew about the Marshall Plan that it was
meant to heln the nations that had lost in the war to get on
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their feet again, and to bolster industry and trade. [lungary
was not allowed by the Soviet Union to accent the Marshall ald.
The aim 1s very honorable and beautiful, the more so because
the U.S. launched the Marshall Plan, to my mind, in order to
make good what they had destroyed during the war. Somehow
they felt it was their duty to help these countries.

when asked why America became involved in the Korean War
in 1950, resvondent sald: "America had every reason to get in-
volved in the Koreen War, because otherwise the Soviet Union
would have occunied it the way it did China." Resnondent also
added that vhile the Koreen Viar lasted, everybody in Hungary
had to buy Korean stamos; it was comoulsory in the offices and
was deducted from the vay. Of course, this meant a tremendous
lot of money that went to the Soviet Union for this VUTVOSE .«
Also, Korean children were brought into Hungary 1In great numbers
and nlaced in different health resorts. Resvondent believed
that these kids dldn't leave their home voluntarily, and this
might have beenw hy the Korean university students fought so
violently and with such courage against the Cormunist soldiers
during the mExx revolution.

I. When asked about herm ovinion regarding the UN, resnondent
xkad sald: "The UN isn't good for smk anything. 7The Charter is
wrong and should be amended; I am thinking now of the 'Veto Right.'"

In respondent's view, the UN should have acted in Hungary
Just as it did in Egypt to compel the Russians to obey, and to
send UN troops to Hungary. This was what everybody exvected
from the UN. According to resoondent, the chances of an effec-
tive UN action for Hungary in the foresceable future are nil
because how could they helo or do anything now, if they didn't
when it was the time to act.
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XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS SELECTLD  IZRSINALITILS

A, When asked to name the greatest living Hungarian in her
oninion, resvondent couldn't name anyone.

B, Her reactions to the persons of imwortance in world affairs

were as followss

Of Nagy she said "ihen he decided for the neutrality of
Hungary during the revolution, he finally realized his duties.
But besldes, and independently of all this, he is still a
Communist."

Regarding Cardinal Windszenty, resvondent said "I did not
apprdve of the Cardinal's speech during the revolution, because
to my mind, no clerical nerson, especially in a high nosition,
should be mixed uv in nolitics at all."

According to resoondent, Rajk was a Communist; whether a
National Communist or a regular Communist 1s % just the same
to her,

Of Gero she said that he was a scoundrel, and so is Kadar.

(At the time of this interview, General Kiraly and Miss
Kethly were not yet included in the guestiomnaire.)

Resoondent's reactions to other selected nersonalities
were as follows:

Of President Eisenhower she held the view that his nolicy
toward the Soviet Union is far too weak.

0f Secretary General Hammarskjold she held the ovinion
that he is a weak man and not the kind of man who ought -to
hold such an imwortant vost with the UN.

Resnondent was of the ovinion that Foreign Secretary
Dulles %3 is much more ovposed to the Soviet Jnion than Pres-
ident Llsenhover 1s.

Regarding former Foreign Yinister iLden, respondent said
that events have nroved that iden was right when he sent the
troons down to the Suez Canal.

In reference to former President Truman, resvondent said
she conldn't give her opinion. She sald she was too young at
the time he was Presldent of the United States.

Of other nersonalitics, resvondent held the following
X views:

She dldn't know who “ikoyan was. She knew that Nehru was
an Indian leader, but didn't know much about him, excevt that
he stood up for Hungary at the time of the revolution.
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Of Chiang Kie-shek she knew that he 1s a leader of National
China, but that is all she knew. Of Roosevelt she said: -
"Everybody was mad at him because of Talta.

Chancellor Adenauer respondent believed to be a reasonably
good nolitician, and she: thought that Vestern Germany can be
grateful to him for a great many things.

In reference to Stalin, respondent said "This man was ex-

tremely able and knew how to subjugate all neovle and keep them
under yoke."

Malenkov, according to respondent, 1ls the successor of
Stalln, and maybe he was the one who advocated a softer volicy
but later on he had not much to say in Pussisn politics.

Reswondent thought that Franco was a sakellite of Hitler,
at least that 1s what they were taught at school in Hungary.

Respondent didn't know who Bevan was.

Regarding Krushchev, she thought that in the events in
Hungary he was quite successful.

Regarding Molotov, former Russian Foreign Minister, resoon-
dent sald she doesn't know any more about him than that he is a
very smart Forelgn Secretary, and he never made any concessions
yet. He 1s a real bulldog.

Of Dllenauer she heard that he 1s a Western German volitician,
eand that 1s all.

In reference to Churchill, she said he was one of the best
politicians ever. '
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R |
. XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD LXIL:S AND EXILL ACTIVITILS

A. In reference to the escavees, resnondent had the follow~

ing to say: "Peonle who escaved from Hungary were mostly firom
the younger generation. Thse social standing was quite mixed
and, regerding the geogravhical distribution, they came mostly
. from the Vestern nart of the country and from Cudapest. The
reason for thelr Xixiwmg leaving was mostly fear of retaliation. |
Also, the revolution and the subsecuent onening of the borders
was a good ooportunity for many veovnle to get away from the
oopreassion and out of the 1isolation.

"Those who remained at home were mostly the older genera-
tion who feared the future and did not dare to face i1t. Also,
some neonle didn't want to leave their homes."

Resnondent wae deevly sorry for those who stayed behind.
In respondent's opinion, the relatives of those who left the
country and who stayed behind are haony that their kin are out
in the free world.

"Assuming that they had a chance to come to the vegt, and
if the Russlans were still in Hungary, then I am sure that with
the exception of the Communlsts everybody would like to come

out to the West."

B. XRegerding the exile organizations and individuals, I could
not really dictate thls naragraph, because I haven't received
the form resvondent filled out at that time.

Respondent was of the opinion that all those neonle who
lef't Hungary before 1956 and lived here in the vest did try
thelr best to do something but could not achieve much for Hune

g gary.

Resoondent's uncle was one of those who escaned to the
Viestamm after 194° and returned, and he was deenly sorry for
having done so. He was terribly homesick and his mother-ine
law nersuaded him to return.

As far as resvondent knew, very few neonle were influenced
by the Communist repatriation vrovaganda, and very few went home.
The alm of this redefection camoaign wes very evident; it was
sheer oronaganda.

De Resvondent was of the oninion that neople who have left Hune
gary should now do everything vossible to keep the Hungarian
cause in the public eye, and they ought to tell everybody what

12 years of Soviet rule mesns in a country, and so veonle should
try to make the UN realize that something has to be done.

. She was of the opinion that neonle in Bungary want to know
about the exiles how they live here and what kind of living
standard they have achieved. She thought that neovle here ought
to glve detailed news about the U.S. living standard and the
way of living here, how differentsm everything here is, and how
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much better. And peonle ought to stress and show the difference
between the two hemispheres."

Regarding what she nersonally could do, she said "I first
of all want to learn English well, and then I would like to go
and talk to those drawing room Communists here in the U.S. and
tell them and show them what 1ifle really under Communism is."

Resvondent would like to Join an exlle organization only
if she knew that this has cultursl aims only, and would strive
to keep up the Hungarian cultural traditiong, and also make
good nrovaganda for Hung .

She thought that this organization should comorige &XxXx old
and new immigrents, because the new immigrants are inexnerienced
and the old ones knew much more about the living conditions and
everything here.

Regarding the various Hungarian volitical oanrties and thelr
activities, respondent said she was much too young to know abat
these that were active before 1948. As to the revived volitiecal
nmarties in Hungary during the revolution, she had the apmim
oninion that it was utterly wrong to have them revived so soon,
and to revive so many, because the nation should have stayed
unified first, and not broken uo into different narties.

B, WVhen asked about her own plans for the future, she said:
"I am not going to go back to Hungary ever for good; only for
visiga. I want to keims my have my parents come out and Join
me. :

Nevertheless, she did want her children, if she ever has
any, to learn Hungarian, as well as Inglish, here in the U.S.




. XIX. AUDIENCE REACTIONS TO RADIO AMD LZAFLETS

A. Respondent listened regularly to the foreign radio

. stations. She liked the U.S. Forces programs very much, be=-
tween & and 10 in the evening, because of the musiec. Then
she listened to Radio Free Eurove, Voice of America, and the

: BBC. In resvondent's oninion, all stations were sretty much
Jammed, sometimes more, sometimes less. She always listened
to the Hungarian broadcasts and always regularly with her
xR famlly end also with friends. Resvondent always told and
discussed the radio news with peowle in her office. They al-
ways used to compare notes, esvecilally 1if something very ine-
teresting haovened. Resvondent had herm own radic on which
she llstened to the foreign broadcasts. According to resvon=
dent, there was a risk involved in listening to these broadcasts,
and therefore everybody usually did so with closed doors and
windows. Or for instance, if some stranger came or rang the
doorbell, they suddenly switched over to the Budanest radio
station. Nevertheless, even the risk did not deter peonle.
There was a penalty for liste.ing to forelgn radios, however,
they didn't say that they doled out the mmmaxik nenalties for
this. It was usually marked on your ? file that you
were listening to the foreign radio, snd then this wes a good
nretext 1f something else came up against you.

As to her reaction to these broadcasts, resnondent thought
that ¥ the BBC broadcasts were the most factual and lesst eie
aggerated, and therefore she trusted them most. adio Free
Eurove and the Voice of America, according to resvondent,
talked too much. Also, she now and then compared the news

. they gave out with the local news at home or what she saw and
exverienced herself. :

She also thought that the way of speaking and the way of
giving out news was too much in the clouds, so to sneak, with
Radio Free Eurove and the Voice of Americas, and that's why she
nersonally ovreferred the BBC.

Before the revolution, everybody listened to those broadcasts
xm because at least they gave them some news from abroesd. Also
people were encouraged by listening to that aews, and during
the revolution, also, these radio statlons greatly helned to
incite the liungarian neonle. Resnondent said hers that they
did not oromise expressis verbis to send troons. liowever, the
way of telking, and the way they gave out news, made everybody
believe that the UN would help.

Resnondent also mentioned that the radio broadecasts of
Radio Free iLurone were sometimees broadcast in o rssl ham actor
style to which she objected very much.

. Respoondent nevertheless was of the oninion that Radio
Free Lurone should continue to broadecast into Hungary, but
ghould be very factual. The orogram should contain volitical
and economic news because at home neonle are intercsted in
that kind of news. The anti-Communist oronaganda, according
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to respondent, is not necessary. Also another program item
could be the life of the new immigrants; then the light
musical orograms, dance music for instance, would vrobably

also be welcomeo
or propaganda

B, Resvondent has not heard of seen any leaflets dropved
into Hungary. i P



XX. CIILD RuARING AND DISCIPLINE

Ideas of respondent on how children should be brought up
were as follows:

"It 1s very important that children should be educated
and brought up at home by the mother. Then I think it 1s ime
portant that children should attend varochial schools. This
1s immortant to my mind, regarding the morals and moral
princivles. Besides, the tecachers and »rofessors in those
varochlal schools were alwayg much better.

"In my ooinion, 1t is very immortant that a child should
be discinlined ohysically, and sniritually too.

"A child must learn to be relipglous and to> follow a very
high moral standard.

"As I said, I belleve in discionliqing children, but thals
disclioline need not necessarily be vhyslcal nunishment. A
chlld must be brought up with great wisdom and a great deal of
love.

"It is quite natural that with the boys you must be more
strict than with the girls. Here again, the narochial schools
for boys were very good and the nriests did know how to educate
chi'dren. I thoroughly disanorove of the co-educational system
as we had it during the last years of the Communist regime in
Hungary.

When asked to give an instance of how she was nunished
when she was a child, she recalled that once she was disobedlient
and was punished by not being taken to a party. And also,
regpondent recalled that whenever her mother once said no, she
dild mean no. Even when she was a tecnager, her mother used to
vunish her by denriving her of something she would have 1liked
very much.

Among veonle resvoident knew, children were usually nunished
even if they vere over six years old, and they were ounished
sometimes by the mother, sometimes by the father; it varied
always. Resnondent also thought that the way children were
brought up varled greatly for the different socilal classes.

She thought that the intellectials .ere very strict in bringing

up their chiidren. The peasants and the worklng class disciplined
the kids by physical punishment, but they don't educate. But

of course, according to resnondent, one cannot always generalize,
because there 1s always an excention to the rule.

Changes have occurred during the vast ten years, esnecially
since the parochial schools were nationalized, so discipline
deteriorated everywhere. iven on the radios this sub ject was
brought un, according to resvosdent, and the nedagogues tiied
to revert to the old educational methods, becauce they saw that
by giving too much freedom to the kids they had gone too far.
Lsoecially, there was always trouble in the boys' schools. The
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authorlty of the varents has become decidedly less im-ortant
than before. Also, the parents wers less at home and they
didn't see thelr children as much as before the Communiat
regime,

"Also children became wage earners at a much earlier age,
and when this hapnened varents had no authority over them
any more. "

According to resnondent, however, narents did not Ekim
ston discinlining their children vhysically or mentally. But
in the schools physical punishment was abolished. The only
method of discinline was to send out the renort cards to the
varents. Also, sometimes they transferred 'the children from
one school to another m 1f they behaved too badly.

When asked what charagteristics she valued most in a
friend, she sald "Sincerity." According to resvondent, vneonle
made friends maybe wmore hesitatingly than before, but on the
other hand, if someome became a good friend of yours, and you
found out that she or he was relliable, then friendshins grew
stronger and stronger.

THE END

(Remarks: T do hope that this interview is similar to the
original one. It is extremely difficult to remember everything
after such a long time. After all, the original interview was
held in March, and my notes aren't so detailed that I coul
remember everything well. Thank you.) :



