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6. Both parents of his are here with him in the US.
Grandparents remained in Hungary. At present the femily
lives at 83rd St. on East Side, where they heave a

three room apartment, plus kitchen and bath. Both
parents are working, father at the Schwartz toy fac-
tory and mother at the American Express Broadway
office. (foreign checks dept.)

THE SCHOOL SITUATION

A. "What can you tell me about your school in Hungary?
"Which subjects did you have?"

"You see Auntie, it was very difficult for the teachers
iin Hungary to teach us, because they always had to say
that we were "liberated" by the Russians and what's more
they were controlled whether or not they were teaching
us this,

"Our subjects were arithmetics, reading, writing, singing
"conversation" and gymnestics,"

"What did you talk about in your "conversation" classes?

"Mostly i1t was sbout natural history, about electricity
the water power, and such things, but also we were told
much about the generosity of the Russian army, how they
fed us etc. and such lies."

"And what about your reading classes?"

"Here we read fairytales, and a2lso poems by Petofi.
But do you know that they had the oheek to alter his
poeme, or to omit & line now and then,"

"How did you know this?"

Grand~Dad used to read his poems to me, and I have found
out for myself that our Reader did not contaln his com~
plete poems."

"What kind of songs did you sing in class?"

"These were mostly about the valiant Russian soldiers,
Ve sang very little Hungarian songs, and no folk songs
at all,"”
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"Which was your favorite subject?"

"I liked'arithmetica, then writing, gymn and of course
I liked always to draw."

"Can you tell me why you liked these subjects?"

"Well, you see I love to count, and work with figures,
here too I am very good at 1t, I attend the parochial
school of the R.Co nmuns at 82nd street. Even though

I belong to the Evangelical Church. Our priest is
qgite m&d at us for this, but I think this is silly

of him, &

"Gymn I love because it gives me the opportunity to
get some. exercise which is always very difficult po
get .1f you live in a city."

"The. drawing of course is something I can do real well,
I always had. a "5" in drawing. I expect you know that
this is the best mark you can get in Hungary. I always
had 5~3 in every subject, and was what they called a
Wohamplon student", A

"Now I would 1ike to hear something about- your teachers

"We had the seme woman teacher for all subjects, except
singing and gymn, which were taught by two men. I also
had German lessons from an Austrian men, he tamght me
in his epartment.” '

"Did you like or: dislike your teachers?"

".I did like all of them more or less, even though the
gymn teacher was quite strict wit@g us. You see the
woman teacher. was strict too, but 1n a different way,
more dellicately, you understand what I mean don't you?"

"Did your. teachers treat all children equally™?

®is-a rule yes, but somehow they hsd to be much nicer
with the kids of AVH force men, these were after all
communists, that!'s whya"
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As a rule yes, but eomehow they had to te much nicer with
the kids of AVH force méen, these were after all communists
that's why."

"pid you have any communist teachers?"

"I really camnot tell for sure. You see they had to teach
in & communist way, or at least defend communism, It
happened once in our schcol that a teacher was taken
away by the volice because gnstead of the Communists,he
was pralsing the Hunzarians, Of course, the Police was
not at fault either because they had to execute orders,
re-ardless whether they liked to dc it or not."

"Pell me now who were your classmates?" Or rather who :

were your rriendstnm

"I had two really good friends, the father of cne was

an officer in the Fire Brigade, the other's dad was a

lsboror in the Gae Plant. I had also 3 other friends

but these were not really good friends,

The officer of the Fire Brigade was a friend of my dad's

and the other kid lived near us, that's how we became friends.
We elways went and came from school together, we also
attended the German lessons together. We mostly plyed

socoer, or ball, raced on our soooters, or played

soldiers?

"We also talked a great deal sbout machines, and how i
to invent them he and I we both want to become éngineers,
and I would like to invent something that has not been
invented yet in the seroplane line, He wants go to into

‘shipbuilding and I for aeeronautics,”

"Were there any kids at school you did not like?"

®Yes, there were two boys, I did not care for them because
they were very bad boys, they were always uncooperative;
they did not study at &1l but played in the streets,”

"Were there any kids you !looked up tol8 7"

Everybody in our class looked up to the ones who were

good studente, and who were always willing to help

them in their studies. I don't want to brag but my two
friende and myself we were pretty popular with the others
except with the communists, because we were always willing
to help them.,"
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' I probed the child regarding with which boy he wo.ld
rather make friends, the. son of a former lawyer or a
former worker, He answered: :

"I would meke friends with the boy whose father was

a lawyer before the communist regime, because since

he hed to become a common laboror now this proves that

"EZi'.’ aﬂgood man in the past.and the Communists oppressed
now, . R

When I pointed out to him ‘tiat neither of the parents is
a commuhist, he said:"then I would probably make friends
with the other boy too, but.he never could become a very
good friend of mine, since we belong tof a better class

8bolally, end the boy of the lower class would probably

prefer to associate with his own class," R

"Did you have any religious instruction at school?"

"None at school, but I attended religlous instructions
every Suncey, when we went to church, at the vicggggo.”

P
"Did you tell your parents what happened at school?"

" "Only once di1d I not tell, when.I was punished by the

teacher for fighting with a boy.over & allly matter.

- Otherwise we always dlscuased.ewerything that was

‘hdppening at schcel. But unfortunetely, since both of
my parents were working, I could not be very much with
them, I usually spent my time with gramy. Nevertheless
I_E;:forrnd to bellewvs what my parents told me because
I w that the teachers at schcol were not allowed to

- tell us the truth, or - else they lose their jcbs,"

C.
- "Dig you talk about things what happened at home when

s

Jou were at schooll”

"I never discussed family matters at school, daddy and
mummy told me not to, as nothing good would result of

" 1t." Therefore I talked with my friends only about common-

" place things."
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I,
“What did you do after school hours?"

"It depended &lso which shift I had to attend. We had
our classea alternatiyely oné week from 8 to 31 and the
next week from 11 to 3 pm," . : ?

'"But as & rule I first did my homework. Then if mother
‘wanted me to do an arrand for her, I went out and 4id
some 8hopping ete, Also I played with my friends, mostly
with my electric train. You know, auntie, I had an elec~
tric train that cost 600 f»t..I believe this would be . -
125 dollars which 1s really a terrific amount,"

"I also read & great deal. All sorts of tales, than the
Adventuree of Munchausen, also the story of Jancs Vitesz
and. eowboy stories. Then I read & very intereeting book
on the yellow danger that eatens Buropd, you know
what this means don't you? Its abbut how the Chinese
and the Japanese will eventmally take over from the
white races all over the wérld. Then I also read & lot
about Hunzerian history, but thesé books all were books
that were printed before the communist times, and belonged
Yo iy mother, I alaso read "Toldi" (this is a three volum
long eplc poem by world famous poet Arany on the 1life .
end.deed of a Huncarian national hero. Interv,note) :
Mother hid these book with her s§laster in law when we .
were deported," : R :

"1 attended the movies once or twice a week, sometimes
with my parents, or with my pals, You ‘know movies wecre
not too expensive. I have seen some falry-tale filma

I remember," ' ' ’ =

"My parents also taught me sports., I learned how %o
swim, deddy taught me how to fence, we fought with
Sticks instead of folls; {the kid showed me all the
fencing positione), Then I played tennis with Mummy,
there were large tennis courts along the Danube near
to where we lived." ' :

"I 4id not belong to any youth movenent, My parents

would not let me because lots of accldents happsned
there, and the bigger boys never looked after the younger
one properly.," %23 : :
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"Toll me now something about your family, What was your.
!a:ﬂ u"'_;;_'l 3 0 eonﬁgo:nzs : : ,

(I talked to t.i:c ‘father's boy when he brou.gﬁi-him to

the interview, end found out that he served in the sameé’
.cavallery regilment of my brothers' and in fact knew them’

personally. He was a graduate of the Hun~arianm Officers'
Academy and a career officer, who, of course was saéke
end persecuted by the communist regime.) :

"Daddy worked as a factory worker at the Goldberger
textile factury in Obuda. My godfather and @randdsd
worked there too. Mother worked as a typist-stenographer
but you see the trouble was that she was sacked very

of ten, because she never wanted to join the communist
party. Poor dear, she had so-many . jobs." ‘

"Where aid you live when inﬂungag?"

CWe lived in the III, the Obude district, I believe you -
know where this 1s don't you? We had two rooms and a

- kitéhen but no bathroom only a John, the bathtub wds -

behind a curtain in the kitchen. Six of us had to 1live '
in this apartment, you see after being released from de- °
portation, we just could not find any other apartment.

We were three of us, then my godfather and granny and
grandad," -- "I am afreld the nest was very small for
such a big brood", he added wistfully,

"Who did the housework?" °

"It was mo_atlj Granny, but all of us lent a helping hend,
I mostly went to do the shoppiag for her, or peeled po-
tatoes, this I liked the best tc do:"

"It was also Granny who took care of me mostly after school.
You see we paid her for all her work, because after all

she need some money. Granddad had to go tc work to, poor
old man, he was 62 then, and yet he had to work in a
factory. But next year whern he reaches 6l, I hope he can
retire, and get his pension.” : '

V.
Rewgrds and Punishments:’

A,
"Have you been rewarded at School for good work?"
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"0h yes, we received books at the end of the school ‘
term, if we had encugh 5 marks, Inbetween we were given
red stars to weay whenever we had many S.s. But the
: moment I received such & ster, I broke it and never
- wore it. I would have preferred tc roooivo the Keossuth
crest instead of that damn red star." (The Kossuth
emblem ‘is the traditicnal and trge Hunrarien crest.
Interviewer's note).

B,
"Were you ever punighéd at_school?"

"Yea, twice I was kept arsqr_hcurs. because I did not
do my;arithmatioa lesson. ;

"there were also other punishments..if anybody behaved
badly, he was beaten with & cane, or when he was terribly |
bad the teacher sent a report-card to the parent-.

C.
"Did your parontl punidh_zouiover?"

"Some times" he said with.e smile, preminiscensing. ’Icstly
it was when I personally zot into mischief or did some
harm to myself, then I got a slap,-but never on my face
or neck. Mummy saild tlis 1s bad for a kid®s health, 80
I got 1t on my fanny, Usually my parents deprived me of
- something I cared for or-wanted to do badly, also I had
to kneel on comn in the corner, when I was naughty."

"Usuelly it was Daddy who did the punishing.®
VI..

"Now I am going te ask you to tell me something about
the Eovqu%IonH . ' %

AI

"I heard that the University students started the whole
thing. Theg wanted the Russians to leave Hungary and that
the old real Hunzarian flag be flewn f{rom everywhers,
without the Russian emblems, But shen the AVH began to
‘shoot, and they called in the Russlens; We have heard cn
the r adio that fighbing is going on. Daddy too went to
the Margaret Bridge to fight. Granny. told me that blood
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.wag flowing in streams all over the streets in Budapest.

Much shooting was going on for several weeks im town.,"
"This is what happened during the revolution."

' 2Can you tell me why the Hungeriens sterted the.revolution?"

!coftuinly. tho'Huuéarian: reyolted against Russisn

.oppreassion, because after all they had enough to pull the

"«"yoke of elavery" §as he put .it) for 13 long years, and
- the Russians always wanted more ahd more from us, After

a1l T can't see why should another country and pecple
:81t on the neck of Hungary. .Nobody likes this, Then

‘all food was sent to Russiaf, and we had to ge hunery,

Friends of ours, whro lived near the Railroad Derot,. saw
how everything was shirped out from the country,"”

‘Wihat lwpressed you mcst during the Revolution?"
-Maybe I was most lmpressed by that boy of 1) who has

.rdestroyed 12 tanks with his Molotov Cocktails, Finally

-he was killed in battle and they put on his coffin the
‘second Sandor Petofi."

- "Alsq I was very much impressed by hearing from Granny
.'that blood was flowing in streams in the streets of

Budepest. And I was very much hurt to hear that in a

~¢hurch the Russians had shot on Jesus on the Crosa,"
G ' L5

' ?Did you take part in the - Revolution?"

' "I did not. You see it was like this: only 8 days before
. the Reveolution broke out.was I released from hospital,

I was treated there for inflammetion of the liver. 1

.really should have stayed there or at leest in bed, but

then when we left Huncery, deddy carried me cn his back,
and mummy and daddy crawled along the roadside, and the
young man gave them signals with his flashlight.”

VIil.

"What would you like to be when you grow up?"

(' The kids eyes lit-up and with & broad smile and unheii-
tating he saild): _
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"peronautic engineer of course. Since most kinde of
planes are invented already I would like to invent
gomething new in the field of design, for the comfort
of the passengers, for instance television infthe planes
gince air conditioning has already been installed on
the eeroplanes."

"Tell me, do you have a television now?"

"Oh no, we don't own one yet, I see 1t when I go visiting
friends, You see Daddy stlll has many debts to pay off
first, instalment payments for furniture and all other
essential things, so we must wait when all this is cleared
- then we shall be able to buy a television also."

"What is your idea what should a good father be like?"

"He loves hils kid, and tries to fulfil his wishes. Then
for instance as it happened once in Hungary the communists
wanted to take awgy a kid, because he spoke badly about

~ the communists, his father went with the communists into
prison instead of the boy. Also I bellevw a good father
must teach his child Hungarian history and religion.”

"What is an ideal teacher like?"

"A good teacher must be very strict with the childrem,
especially when the kids don't study their lessons. Not
like here in America. Here they just write a note to the
parents, A good teacher must teach me patiently until I
have learned and understood evergthing well,"

"What does a good mother do?"

She looks after her kid, cooks for him and whenever a
chiléd i1s asking questioris she answers him patlently.
Also she gives him money for ice-cream should he ask.
She & 1so should not do as bad mothers do who go out

a great deal visiting with friends and then dcn't care
ebout their children. Or a good mother should be like
Mummy, who alwags talks over things that happen in the
world, with me.

"What are the three worst things a child can do?"

"Pirst of all if he does not obey his parents, then if
he kills his parents = as I hear there are so many patri-
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oldes here~ and finally if he is disrespectful to his
parents and talks back.

"What do you think are the three most important things
a kid should be taughti"

"Religion, @nd not go and play instead of his religion
clasa, then to behave decently and respect his parents
and finally to obey his parents and not to lditer around
the streets."

"What are the three worst things you can say about some-
one -

"That he doesen't feat God, is disrespectful to his parents
and he kills,"

VIII.
Special Section.

A, "Who do you think are the threes most famous men in
the worl

"Jesus, Columbus and St,Stephen of Hungary,"

Who do you think are the three greatest living people in
the woriﬂ?“

"President Eisenhower, Paul Maleter and the German Chancellor
(sic) Mr. Adenauer,"

"Who do you think is the greatest living Hungarian?"

"Otto Habsburg, who could have become king of Hungary."
B,

"T am goi to give you now the namds of a few famous
Eﬁﬁ@ﬁ?f:ﬁ%%‘fazﬁ me something about each of them,"

1. St.Stephen was Hungary's first King, whose right hand

is sti1ll in Hungary of course i1ts quite mummyfied now and
terribly small,
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2. King Mathies was & 1so & Hungarian King who went aronnd
in the country in a disguise to find out what's troubling
hia people.

3. PFrancis Rekoczi was a great hero,

. Petofi was a Hungerien poet who died in the 1848 re-
volution,

5. Louis Kossuth, he too was a great Hungarien of 18,8,

6. and 7 regarding FPrancis Deek and Istven Szechenyu the
kld could not say anything.

8. Maris Therezia he confused with Queen Elisabeth and
said, she was murdered when she left the boat, (This is
true for Q.E.,Who was killed by an anarchist in Switzer-
land, when stepping off a pleasure,boat)

9,10 and 11, the little boy had no idea who Bethlen,
Tancsies and Dozsa were,

12. HNicolas Horthy was the Regent of Hungary.
13, Joseph Mindszenty was Hungary's Cardinal.

1, Imre Nagy was for three free days the Prime Minister
of Hungary.

IX.

"Pinally can ¥?u tell me what sbrikes you as being
pIeEelx different In the USA Irom Hungaryi"

"I think that first of all how people here great the ladies
so disrespectful, they just say "Hi" or Hello. Wot court-
ecusly at all, then I also found that the traffic in the
streets 1s wastly different from what we had at home."

"What are the things you like most about the USA?"

The seaside, the Empire State Bullding, and that people
like animals so much here inthe US, But I also love
candy" he added as an afterthought.
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"What arethe things you disapprove of in the US?"

"I dlsapprove that kids are given weapons, its easy then
to kill. Young children should not be allowed to handle
arms,

I also hate to see how the cowboys here are killing off
the Indians (he saw 1t several times on TV). After all
the Indlans were the natives, &nd it 1s not right for
a newcomer to kill them off. Also I have the bad air
here in New York; this is about all,"

END OF IRTERVIEW



