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CHARACTER DESCRI®TION

Thls woman comes from the »rovinces
and thercfore has very 1ittle to say about
the revolution. Also being uneducated,
coming from a n¥ecasant worker's stock, she
had oractically nothing to say regarding
volities. Thus the interview is not very
long, nevertheless guite Interesting because,
despite having had some difficulty in ex-
plaining to her the more complicated cuestions,
and having to out cverything in nlain, simmle
languapge, I found that she had a great deal
of logical common sense tyvical of the Hungarian
veasant.

Resvondent 1s comnletely unaffected by
Communism. HThis was reflected In her view as
to how to bring un children. She also alwuays
addressed me as had been customary in ore-war
Hungary when I lower-class nerson talls to
Someone who 1is socially her suveirior. She
used a resvectful address (this cannot be
translated into English: it involves the way
the sentence is formulated).

Resnondent is soft-svoken, rather shy,
and highly emotional when it comes to vatriotic
events. She often had tears in her eyes. She
ximxynalso was very oreoccunlied with her health
as she was exvecting the results of a cancer
test the next day.

Backeround.

FFather and famlly were neasant farmers,
end resnondent led the tynical farmer's
daughter': 1ifc while at home. When che
married a walter she moved to the nearby
orovincial town.

Her daughter is 17. She tries to and
1s gXymggiving her a better education than
her own. She sald "It is very bad to be
as stuold as I am." Looking at her, however,
you couldn't say where she comes from. She
i1s very neat, wewywell-groomed, dresses mlainly
but In good taste, and maZ%es up not too ruch
but well, S“e hag nlece manmers. She is very
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eager to learn English and the American
vay of living. She is also very much
enchanted with the high standard of live
ing here. She has adjusted very well so
far but is still much worried a'out her
husband who 1s back in NHungary.
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II. MAJOR SALIEMCE AND ' ARMe!I? QUESTION

"I believe it is very imnortant that
the Americans should know that the reason
for the Hungarian revolution was that the
workers and the working-class in Hungary
were against any Communist regime. The
wages were frightfully low. We lived in
dire noverty and also it was unbearable
to llve under such ovoression as we had.
But I think that this is »robably already
well known here."
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ITTI. CHRONOLCGY OF PEPSOVAL E¥YP TILNCES, ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES LND EXPECTATIONS DRING THE RIVILUTION

A "In our city we did not know anything
about the revolution exceot that it had

broken out. As you now thls city is very

far from Budavest. It was on the 23rd of
October which, as far as I ecan remember,

was a Tuesday. I was jJust doing the weekly
wash when my next door neighbor came home

and told me that the students of the Debrecen
University went around in thec various olants

in the eity telling the workers to ston vorking
and also informing them about the demands which
were drawfn uo in Budanest. S0 the workers
stonved working and that is how my nelghbor
havnened to come home. Ile also told me that

at the beginning there were elaches between

the students and the factory guards. Hm ever,
there was no zkakitshooting yet.

"In the afternoon this neighbor of ours,
myself and my daughtor went and walked into
the city to see vhat was going on. e had
heard shooting from the distance and wew were
carcful in making our way to the city., I
first vent to see my husband who was working
in one of the restaurants there aznd told him
where ve vere goinge.

"At the main square in front of the
Red Bull Hotel the crowd was gathering and
growing every moment. lie saw 1VH kaxwkag
men tearing around the clty on motor bikes
shooting now and then, =ostly In the air.
However, since I saw several ambulances
carrying the wounded, they must have kshot
into the crowd somewhere. lie also heard
that there wer:c seven fatal casualties.
we then went home."

"My neohew, however, returned at mide
night, and he told us about further develon=
ments. He told us that the windows of the
vollice barracks were all broken by the de-
monstrators and the vneople loudly acclaimed
thc demands of thc mstudents.
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"As far as we knew everybody took
oart in the demonstrations. There wasn't
anybody, regardless of social class, age
or sex, who did not take »art.”

"The next day nobody went to work and
a'l the nlants stood idle. It was Just
1ike a Sunday. Lverybody was milliing around
the streets. Nobody worked."

"I cannot put into words how haony
we all were. Ve all cried from sheer han-inecss
(here respondent's eyes are f1lled wlth tears
as she remlnesces about those days). Lven
those who formerly were Communist Party
members for some reason or other were crying
for sheer joy. My nelghbor, for instance,
too. After all these peonle were really
slaving and led a most dire existence."

"I saw the soldiers and theilr officers
strin the Tusslan xXginsignia and wear the
red, whlte and green cockades."

"I do not thinkthat the demonstrations
werc organized because nobody heard anything
beforehand and it came about all of a sudden."”

"As to our hones, we werc all fervently
hooing that the demands of the students would
be met. iie caw how at the orinting offices
the newsnaners and leaflets came out one af ter
the other. It was even rumored that the govern-
ment was willing to accent the demands of the
young »eonle."

"dur hapniness lasted only as long as

Imre Napgy ues the head of the government."
dida

"I kxym not heard of any fighting in
our city. I only %new that all workers were
out on strike. I heard of one 1little girl
getting killled by the Russians who once used
thelr arms. The strikes and the demonstrations
in Debreccen were orgonized by the workers. I
did not hear the exnression "frecdm fighter"
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but I know that before the urevolution there

was an orﬁanization zxk@xcalled "The Freedom
Fighters.

"I mxxe heard zmthat the students of
the high school received arms from the
army but they did not use them in the end."

(This was all I could get from the re-
snondent regarding the revolution in Debrecen.)

C. Regarding the reinvasion respondent
gald "This 1s something that none »f us
could understand at that time, becauvse we
8aw on the 23rd that =a large stream of
Russian tanks, armed ears and army nersonnel
was mouring towards Budavest. OJur house

is just about 150 yards off the main street
and our house shook for days as the Russian
army thundered by faxtowards Budanest.”

"Seonle who talred to some of those
Russlans told me that these fussian soldiers
sald they were going to fight at the Suez
Canal. e wers of course very much bewilderecd
and at a loss what to think.”

"Around the munieinal »ark in Debrecen,
which is called the Big Forest, the Russians
dug In all around the city. Debrecen was
comoletely surrounded.”

"llevertheless when we heard the negotiations
over the radio we sincercly honed that the Ruse
slans would vitthdraw."

"From this time on I gtayed at home
caring for my family. e were sitting at
the radio day and night listening to the
UN sessions and we wsre hooning that the
Seeretary-General would finally come to
Hungary. Ve were also scared becuuse the
government and the Russians started to round
uo meonle and intern them for denmortation.
I had a very bad record with the authorities
anyway because my sister was in America and
everybody knew that we were receiving narcels
and letters from them. Our ncighbors told us
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confidentially that the AVH was trying to
get some information on us and snooning

on our activities. vie also sa. young neonle
in five large army trucksk beling carried
away by the Russlane. This was a terrifying
sight. These wers onen trucks and at the
four corners stood two Russians with crossed
machine guns to cover anybody who trisd to
Jurd of f the trucks. ‘e heard that these
students were rounded u»n in thelr homes by
the Russians and some of them managed to
escane by the windows."

"A relative of ours who was gerving
in the army told us that the barracks at
Debrecen were suprrounded at night by the
Russians and so was the Debrecen main
Post Office."

"A11l this filnally made us very frightened
and we fsared for our young daughter. e
decided that we k&l better leave. "'y husband
wanted to stay behind in order to wind uo
our affairs. iie had our aEwanartment, we
had some foodstuffs and also some grain and
fodder I inherited from my vorents which
we wanted to sell. e decided that first
1 and my daughter would leave ang he would
follow. Infortunately, howcver, he was
unable to do so and he 1s still back In
Hungary. I am terribly worrled about him."

".e went by train to Bud nest first and
then to Gyor. s went to the border by truck
and walked over. Here we met some peasants
who were extrenely kind to us and showed us
the way. e wallked knee~deevn in snow. It
was terrible.”

D. ‘hen as%ed whether she thought that
Hungary or the whole has galned because of
the revolution respondent gaid:

"Of course because now everybody can
see that the Hungarilan neonle are uawilling
to live under Communism and 2lso because
the Hungarians have now called the attention
of the world to what the natlon recally wente.
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IV. EXPECTATIONS OF NEL® FPOM.TH: HEST
DURING TBL REZVOLITION

fe "ie exvected that the VWest would heln
not only as they did very nicely with food
and medlicine but also that they would send
arms and mén."

L, "ie held these exnectations because
after all Hungary is so tiny and how could
they leave such a tiny nation in a diteh?
Also, we heard the radio all the time.
However voor you were, in Hungary everybody
had a radio because this was our only hone,
80 everybody llistenddkm X*to it always."

Co Nesnondent did not come into contact
with forelgners between Jdctober 23 and #m
the time of her eszcare.
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V. SOCIAL CLASS STRUCTIR: “ND ATTITIDES

Lo "Regardlng my family, my father was

a farmer. .e owned & acres of land. ‘hile
thils belonged to the whole family neverthe-
less it gave us a good living. Ve had every-
thing we needed. During the war, however,
end after that, it was enough for our living
but not for anything else. For instance,
clothing was a »roblem and we received %
mostly from my sister in the U.S.

"Vy father had only four elementary
school grades, and so did my mother. You
know in the days when they were young this
was enough education for a simnle veasant.”

B “/hen asked about the social classes
In Hungary, resnondent 4id not at first
understand what I mesant by soclal Rclass,
80 I had to exnlain it to her in »lailner
language, but her answer was right:

"1 think that the classes consist of
the intellsctuals, the uimer class, then
the workers and the neasants bLut under
Communism there was a great mix-upn beecause
the Iintellectuals became workers and we
ourselves,for examrle, were very often
invited together with the lntellectuals.
F'or instance, whenever the state enternrise
for catering arra ged a »arty or some meetw
Ings and we attended, my hustand and myself,
we vierc alvays sitting logether with the
intecllectunls. So it seems that the class
differences were somehow eliminated.

"Llso, very few of the neasants remained
rcal neasants. For instance, in the vlillage
where I llved, which was very nsar the city,
the neasants already dressed Like city »eonle.
Also, neonle had good furniture and lived
rather 1like a city cecraftsmnan would. DFeal
peasants, in the last years, you could only
find in the remote villages. This, howsver,
1s not mammxXdue merely to Communism. I
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believe, but a’so because times are chang-
ing and everybody tries to i~orove himself.”

"The intellectuals, at least those %I
had some contact with, and even the Party

Secretary, if you tak%eto him underfo Chme VVDER THE INTLLLES 1w/

everybody was apainst Communism. The
workers, too, hated the regime, and it was
esneclally bad for the »easantry. Very
often they didn't have even enough to de-
liver the comnulsory contributions. They
had to buy them.

"I belicve that I somehow belong to a
kind of middle class., I really could not
classify myself."

XAs to which clacs was hardest hit by
Communism, I believe it was the urer class
because they lost Reverything, not only
their land and asscdts but those who held
Jobs were dismissed. Then,imkmexmrnext
came thc craftsmen, the workers and the
neagantg.”

"I really do not %now how the different
classes felt about each other."

G Respondent's 1dea of how an individual
mlght “dvance himself in Communist Hungary
was as folliows:

"He certainly must talk and live as ir
he werc a Communist. This I know fron 68X~
arxkeEmnerience. *y husband never ¢5.uld ade
wanee himself beceuse he could not talk big.
Talent 1s of very xkglittle value. As to
class origin, nrobably it was very immortant
because on every form and anolicatiofd you
always had to tell what class ycu came from.
But even this didn't heln Kraxvery =much in
Some cases because my husband comes from
a very humble family 2nd nevertheless he
never got anywhere. He was not a member of
the »arty and he was ouite 2lainly told
that he would never get anywhere 1f he did
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not join the Party. But neither he nor
I ever belonged to it."

D. when asked whether or not she knew

of groups that got more out Xof the
socletles than thcy deserved res»nondent™
said "Of course these were the Communists.”
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¥I. FAYILY LIFFE 'INDER COVMUNISM

A When asked about family life in
Hungary under the Communist regime,; re-
soondent said:

"This is a tonlc on which I cannot
say very good things at all. Family life
became a mess, esneclally among our sort
of veople, the simnle low class families,
Some of these were selected by the Commu~
nist Party and became big shots under the
democratic regime, They were taken to
Party schools and got an education. V/hen
they returned from these courses they
found that thelr wives were not good enourh
for them. They found them uneducated, un-
kemot, very crude. They did not clean their
teeth, they did not take a daily bath, etec.
as these men were taught at the Party schools,
50 they either divorced these vomen (o) B8 §
they d1d nst, then they were rude to them,
beat them and on the whole family 1ife was
Just hell."

"Unfortunately our famlily life suffered
too under Communism. W husband, in order
to make ends meet, worked himself to death.
Of course, when he came home he wasg Jumoy,
nervous and dead tired. Zven so, he could
never earn enough money to have everything
for us. But we had auarrels only on this
voint, the financizal. Politically, we of
course vere always of the same oninion and
we always talked frecly among ourselves,

But I believe that everybody in Hungary was
like that. Teonle only dared to talk at
home. Even in the streets nobody dared to
say a word because there were nlainclothes
men snooning around everywhers/("

"You have no idea what a difference
1t makes to live here in the U.8. where we
don't have such oroblems, where we can talk
freely/ Lven now I get goose nimoles when
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I think back to what times we had to go
through,"

"I tried also to get a job for myselfl
but it was comnletely useless. I went
from one place to another asking for a job
and I never got one because I was not a
arty member."

"Children at school were of course ede-
ucated and indoctrinasted in Communism. But
you know 1t was quite interesting to see
that our kids knew 9erfectly well that this
1s not true. They always belleved what we
tavght them. I »ersonally did enroll my
girl for snecial religlous instructlons at
school and so did most of the »arents.
Nevertheless, I have very often seen the
Comnunist influence on my 1ittle girl. I
would say that she was nerhans 507 indoc-
trinated. I saw it in the way she talked
to me or, when we discussed something she
held culte different viewis from -uras. In
imnortant things, however, she still obeyed
us and she 1s a very good young girl.”

"There were some families which EwEmwerc atle to
held on to the 0ld ways materlially, at least
and these were the ocnes who belonged to the
Party. They earned more and therc was less
reason to c¢narrel about the financial status
ond the bad standard of 11iiing."

Be "Ag I seld before, marriage has suffered
under the Communist regime and there were nany
bad marrlages and many divorces. As to courte
ing and sex matters, these were very slack.X
In these new days the girls went out with boys
without asking their narents and 1t wasn't
such a terrific shame to bring an 1llegitimate
child xinto the world. However, this did not
havven in the decent families.

"I blame the Communlst regime and the
education at school for the bad standard of
morality Auring the Communist regime. The
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reason for all these changes was that young
veonle were educated and indoctrinated."

vhen asked whether there was any “ros-
titution under Communism, reswondent had to
have the meaning of this word exnlained. 't
first she dld not understand.

"I don't know whether vrostitutlion was
orohibited under Communism and whether the
houses with the red Lizhts were closed, but
I know that there werc meny »rostitutes fre-
auenting all hotels and restaurants. For
Instonce, at the »lace mamswhere my husband
worked there were many and my husband never
let me and my deughter go to eat at this
regtaurant because of these women who were
swarming around.

"I cannot glve any ovinion regarding
the csexual morality of the Communists bee-
cause [ sim»oly never met one and I do not

think that there is a[Communist at all i{n Vcowviwvece D

Hungary. Alsoﬁ I really could not answer
this cuestion.

Ce. Resnondent could not give any o»inion
on what would have ha nened to her friend-
shin if a good friend of hers jolned the
Communist "apty. She said that she had no
such friend.

D, ceording to reswondent, juvenile
delinouency has incressed in llungary, and
esoeclally among the voor class as she out
it. OShe gave a3 an examrle her neil; hbor's
son, who was only eight years old and broke
into the church, looting the money from the
collection box. She was of the oninion that
Juvenile delinauency nrevailed mostly among
the temnagers.

(By the way, I had to ex»lain to the
reshondent what jumenils delincuency is.
Here agaln she did not understand the word.)
Vhen asked about the Jawnec she deserib:d
them as belng teenager boys who dressed and
denced ln what they thought to be the Americen
ways
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VII. RELIGION

A "Religion was very lmnortant to every
Hungarlan and I have meven seen army officers
who went to church, but of course neonle ran
the risk of losing thelr jobs if they were
seon. Thls, however, did not deter them, an”
I have seen more necnle go to church than be-
fore Communism. ie too frocuented church very
often, and my husband was sometime cuite angry
with us 1f for some reason we didn't go to
church.,

"As far as I can judge, it was the Noman
Catholle church that was hardsest hit by
Communism. However, I am sure that sther re~
ligions were hit in a way because after =211
every rellgion admits the existence of Cod
excent the Communists. But the Roman Catholie
oriests dared to nreach onenly against Come
munism in the churches and that 1s nrobably
why the Communists were out to onnress the
Catholic religion most."

B. "Rellgion is a very Imnortant factor
in my 1ife and I am very religilous but I
must admit that I am less religious now
than I was before. However, I go to church
regularly. I think I am about as religlous
as the average verson in Hungary."

Ce "I think that the role of the church

In education is extremely i=mortant bhscause
the churches must glve rcliglous instructions
to the klds. I also think that the church
ought to exercise censorshin over books,
movies and nlays because this is only good
for socliety."

"I would not mind 1f churches were to
take an active »art in »nolitics in iungary
1f Fungary were indenendent. But I think
that the state should go further and support

the ch'rches. 3Because of Communism =11 churches

have become extre~ely 9cor and they ukk
will need 1it."
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D. "I do not think the Jewlsh religlon
haes been hurt by Communism to the samne ex-
tent as the other religions. I knew an
0ld Jewish counle with whom [ wasg on very
friendly terms and whom I loved very =much.
These two were always able to get their
Kosher food and attend their churches. I
think that the Jewlsh relliglon was less
effected by Communism then the others be-
cause these neonle were denorted during
the Nazl regime and maybe the Commun'sts
didn't want to be %oo strict with them.

"As far as I have seen, the Je.s were
mostly in favor of Communism, even %though
they too were devwrived of thelr assetis.
However, the formerly mentioned old counle
sald, for instance, "Ve 2re for Comunlism
because after all the Fussians have 1libére
ated us.

"I have, however, known Jews who were
dead against Communism.

"As to the Party membershins of the
Jews, I have only one ex»erlence I can
cuote. At the nlace where my husband
worked all Jews were Party members but
after all this was for their material in-
terest."

When asked what the attitudes snd
actions of the Jews were diring the Revolu-
tion, r.snondent said:

"During the Revolution the Jews were
scared hecausc they were afdaild that »ublic
feelings would turn asgainst them. Ths Jews
I knew always told me that it was absolutely
unnecessary to start a revolution snd tried
Lo nersuade neonle and the workers to go
back to work. They vuere afraid of antie
Semltisme I know thet. Fowever, thls was
never nroved during the revolution and no-
body ever 'mtended to harm the Jews at all."
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VIII. THE HUNGARIAN Y2UTH

A, "then I sneak of the Hungarian wyouth
I am thinking of the students of all ages
and of both sexes, those who startsd the
Hungarian revolution."

E. "The Hungarian youth nlayed a fgreat,
very lmnortant »art in the rewolution. The
reason for that, I think, is that throughe
out history 1t wes alwuays the yong neonie
who started something. They wers somehow
more @xentervrising and they have more
ambitlon then the grownun neovle,

"During the revolution the older neonle
admired the youngsters. I have geen it
myself. 'hen we were riding a street caw
there was a nice 0ld peasant counle who ca=ze
to the cilty because, as they said, ".e wamt
to go to kiss and embrace these young boys
wno have fought for us all during the Revole
utlon.” Peonle in the strectear were all
crylng, we were so touched.”

C. When asked about schools and educational
system in Hungary during the last ten years,
resnhondent said:

"I do not thin- that the system of teaching
was ¢ood under the Communist regime Sscamse they
tried to use new-fangled methods and these wers
not good. On the other hand, the :1ds had to
learn a trenendous amount and they had very
difficult subjects to take.

"The teachers were »artly the old ones
and vartly the newly-trained ones but I have
known of many who had nervous breakdowns bee
cause they had too many resnonsibilities snd
had to work too much, far beyond thslr cange
cities. 1he 0ld teachers were far hatter
than the young ones of course. But on the
other hand, again, only those who bslonged
to the “arty and were young could bscome head-
m= ters. As to the convictlons of the RAifferent
teachers, I really could not tell. However, T
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saw that the chilldren ¥new and could tell
which of thelr tecachers wer:c nerfectly re-
liable, so to s»eak, ond which were not.

De "Young peonle in Hungary have not
accented Communism ever. "aybe later on,
after some years of indoctrination, some-
thing stuck. This 1s nossible because I
have seen it with my dauchter, but they
certainly have not accented Communism on
the whole. Also, after all, they have
seen ImxgkxkwawaxzruximxthEiwxawahow many
contradictions and controversies there are
in their oun textbooks.

"VYoung peonle also have rcjected ine
doctrination because they very soon found
out the Communists only 0ld them lies."
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IX. “AJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FiLT IN
EViNYDAY LIFE

A. «hen asked for the main dissatisfactions

in Communist Hungary as thcy showed uo in her
everyday life, resvwondent said:

"The most imnortant and greatest cause of

dissatisfaction in our lives was the dire vo=-
verty flrst of all, then the high orices and,
of course, the low wages."

B. "Anubt from blg nolitical thinge we re-

-

sented most that we had to pay lin-service to

a Party that we were forced to amnlaud , mcet-
ings that we had to attend. .ie had to take
ozrt"in demonstrations, singing Communist songs,
et



Fe77

Xe THs ECONOWMIC LIFC

fe "As I told you already before, our stan-
dard of living was the lowest nosslble during
the last ten years. Food was availleble but
exnensive. Clothing was so exnensive that we
could never afford it. Ve only had what we
recelved from nackages from the .S. Tfousing
wags also a »roblem for »eonle who did hot have
their own avartments. 2f the above three, I
considered it a great luxury to buy something
for myself. Also, of the above three, food,
housing and c¢lothing, it was clothlng that
caused us the most difficulty. OJur standard
of living wes at 1ts best In 1948 when the
vurchase value of the money was stlll good.
iver since, it has only gone downe.

"I have known fanilles that vwere better
off than any others. Thaese were families of
Party members because they had good incomes
and good jobse.

"There is no doubt about what has caused
the Hungarian standard of living to go down
and down in the last eizht years. There was
only one reason for it, and this was the exe
nloitatlion by the Sovist Union. Everytalng
vas shioned out to Rusala."

B Since resnondent 41d not herself work
in 1956, the below-mentioned data rcfer to
her husbend's income:

"My husband's basic salary was 600
forints ner month. In addition he received
a 2er cent of the consumntion. Thls vas
2:47. I could not ltem.ze the deductions,
but I know it was ak ut 200 forints every
month. Yy husband never nade more than 1200
even in the best months.

"No other member of the household
worked. £As I mcntloned to you already,
I tried in vain to get a Job. My husband
also didn't recelve a wage lncresse in im
the last flve years.

C. My family bought rfood, clothling and
other necessitles mostly at the state storec
because these were the teast exnensive. ‘e

sometines got food from the country. It was,

of ecourse, always fresher snd better than in

the state stores. I 4o not know very much

about the change of nrices but I can recall

that three years ago »rices went u»n terrlflcelly,



F=8l

egneclally for foodstuffs. At that time
we had to pay £ forints for 2 ~ounds of
notatoes osnd 2.50 or 3 forints for one

ege.

"The distribution of commoditles =ust
have been nretty bad 1n Hungary because
very often the stanle foodstuffs and cone
sumer commodities were short. For Instance,
flour, notatoes, evsn bread, meat of course.
Yie always had to cueue up for our foodstuffs.

"Commoditiss that were esnwecially short
in suonly were, for instsnce, szoan 2nd all
detergents. It was -early immossible to
get ary standard s»are warts. “or instance,
I remember what an awful time we hal trying
to get some ]}i—for our blkes. V" sSpPoxA £ES

"The Black Market wes alwaye on in
llungary, eswecially In foodstuffs, =nd w en-
ever some of the maln foodstuffs were short
in suooly. T rcmember once xiwe had to nay
[j6 forints for 2 »nounds of rice.

"As far as I know Black Marketing was
nunished, but [ don't know any details."

D. Details of working conditions apain
refer to husband.

"y husband was a waiter as I told you
alrsady, and he worked more than the eight
hours, of course. It was usually ten to
tuelve hours because he wanted to ecrn mk
morc money but he vas never »Haid for his
overtime. He did it only for the tins he
recelved. It took him about 18 to 29 ainutes
t: get by streetcar to his working »lace.

He had this Jjob recause tnils was his chosen
nrofession and he nas alvays been a walter.

"His relations with his co-workers werc
oretty good excent with one who was a Com=-
munist and who was always out to do sone
harn to my husband. Others were not Tarty
members and were decent.
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"is immediate suverior was a fopmer
horsecab driver who of course didn't know
a thing about oatering. Even though he
vas a Party member, however, he was culte
decent. As my husband was afraid of losing
his job, te was always scared of everyone
and never at ease with anyone In hils Jjob.
1 do not know how long they will kee»n him
now that ve have left. He wrote that the
“olice were already orlered to look for us
three times.

"According to my hmsband his suneriors
werc not cualifisd veonle 2nd not even in
the state offiece for catering were there
ex2ert neonla.

"He was very dissatisfiled in his Job
because in the last years the waiters wers
exnloited. One walter had to do the work
of four. Not only that, besides being a
waiter 1ln the restaurant he also had to
do the dlshwashing and washing of the
cutlery very of ten.

"I do not know how the Hungarian
vacation orogram worked. I only knsw that
I tried culte in vain to get my husband a
vacat’on through the nrogram. It was only
on the »arty line and trade union line
that you could succeed. The healti nrogram
on the other hand was good mazmmzmhecause
we were taken care of medieally under this
orogram. I do not know any detaills on the
commensation and nensions. 21 only know
it denended on the time you had s»ent worke
ing and your age."

E. "I would nlvays have =referred to live
in the city in Hungary beczuse I hod it
better there than in the country with my
varents. I believe that neonle in the citles
have a better diet and also that the standarg
of living is higher in the cities. However,
volitically neonle had it easier ir the

¢ niry because they were not »estered szo
much with all sorts of meetings, etc., as
they were in the town.



"hen collectivizatlon was introduced
into Hungary, everybody knew that !t wouldn't
work because the Hungarian neasant likes to
work for himself only. Dut neonle were
forced to enter the collectives. The col=-
lectivization as vracticed in dungary wasn't
worth & damn and didn't sucgedd at all. I
know that all [Sersens—-Persd vTs , also ¥NES
were agalnst it. ‘

"is far ss I can remember, some of the
colle ctives were dlssolved some tine beforé
the revolution but I could not say watlch
yvear."

"I think in Hungary everybody ought
to be allowed to work on his own land."

:;quykl oNVES
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XI. THE *OTITICAL LIFE

(As mentioned in the character deseristion,
subject was always thoroughly dilsinterested in
nolitics, so she could not give any ovinicon re-
garding this »srsgreph))

Regarding her feelings about the Communist
Party before 1948, resnondent said:

"Before the Communists took over in
Hungary vwe heard axof only two Communists in
the village. /e dssnised them thoromghly. OJne
of them was a carncnter, the other was a bricke
layer. Tater on one of those left the Party
and the other one, who became a nrisoner of
war In Russis and returned, left/Blso. XRe-
garding my o»inion of the Communist "arty, I
really don't know what to say hecause I don't®
heve smxomXmkamxakxakka good ovinion at ail.
Who has?"

B. ""eople jolned the Communist Party for
different reasons. First of all, there were
neonle who were forced tc Join the Party.
These were mostly workers and neasants. Then
second came those very noor neovle who had not
& venny of thelr own and who thought that the
Party would give them an oonortunity to get
abead. These veonle, of course, had no idea
of what Communism really means. Lastly, I
think there were some neonle who bslisved in
Communism but even these, like those two men
from our village, were disillusionsd later on.

ARegarding the changes in the Communist
Party nolicles, again I had to exvlain to
the resnondent what the Perty volicy means.
Her answer was as follows:

"The Party did changez 1ts nolicy be-
cause I heard that there were many quarrels
golng on among themselves. Vhenever there
was a "arty neeting of course neonle tnlked
about it In the village. 4s far as we knew,
the Party always recelved lts Instructions
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from Moscow but you know I kzxmknow very
little about =»olitiecs, and I have no ldea
about anything else.”

"arty morale was ggain a word that re-
an0 dent dldn't understand. After ex>lanae
tiong she said:

""eovle in the Party or when nresent at
Party meetings 41dn't darc to onen their
mouths but they did, of course, when they
were at home and among themselves. Then
they onenly criticized the °arty. After
all, they alvays adnitted that they didn't
believe a word the "arty told them. I
think they used the “arty only for thelr
matsrial benefit."

Regarding the eims and motives of the
ton leaders of the Communist “arty resnondent
said "I think they want to dominate the world
and rule by Communlsm. Individuelly I think
that they only look after thelr own interests.

"I thin% that the to» Communists in
Hungary are convinced Communists but I alsc
believe that il they are decentky and really
convinced Communists, then I am sure they
have imaglned the Communist rule to be somew
thing different from that carried out in
Hungary.

"I really cannot tell you what I think
of their nersonalities.”

"When Hungery is indenendent I would
n>t kill these too Communists.wmExMaybe 1t
i1s very silly of me, “ut I think these
Communists should get the treatment they
have given to the neonle of Hungary."

Coe Pegardlng oonosition to the Communist
government before the Revolution, re:sondent
gave the following Information:

"I have heard that at every factory the
workers tried to slow down. Vie had some
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rallroad car factories and gome ballbearing
factories near Debrecen, and slso nlants
that manufactured medlcal sunovlies. The
workers were always grumbling about the
regime but did not dare to do 1t oulte
onenly because they would be dlsmissed. I
have heard of one sabotage in the railroad
car factory. A man was arrested for 1t and
nobody has heard of him since.”

When asked about the activities of the
Intellectuals, whether she heard about them,
resnondent said "I cannot sneak about this
tonic. I know too 1little about it. I only
heard that durling the revolution there was
a Petofl Circle in Cudavest formed by the
Hungarisn authors, writers, noets."”

"I believe that these intellectuals did
not 1llke the regime and that is why they
stood uo agalnst it. After all everybody
wanted freedom."
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XII. THE AP ARATUS OF POVWER

A. "The AVH in our village and city was

only called 'thc scum of the earth! by everyw

body. lie had one of those gangsters who
attended ma Party school and then divorced
his wife when he returnsd to the village.
His mother was a washing-woman. He was an
11legitimate child, the on of a Jew. His
wife was a simvle neesant girl and when he
returned from the Party school he thought
that she was Just a country bumokin.

"There were many wsmbers of the AVH
who were regular drafted soldliers. These
veople of course couldn't helv having been
drafted to that unit. I have heard that
many members of the AVH were Jews. Howe
e'er, the offlicers of the AVH were volune
teers.

"I had no personal exneriences with
the AVH. I only witnessed once, in the
foyer of a hotel, and AVH officer beat uo
a8 young man because he wanted to find out
how the young man had the money to eat a
decent lunch in that restaurant. His bee
havior was beyond descrivntion.

"Wy cousin was also arrested by the
AVH. He was a clerk ih the RARkyxEREaec®
Ingxagfizaxcounty land office. Iis"crime"
was that at Stalin's desth he Jjokingly
asked the girles in the office ERxEmyxwEatd

Xkkaxkxxxuxex"Don’t you have any black stk SL/ P oF Yours

to Waxmhang out to mourn that raseal"? Jf
course he was denounced by one of the AVH
sples and they went to »ick him un in &the
middle of the night 2nd he was imorisoned
for three yeers.

"However he never tai'ed shout his
exneriences st the AVE. I believed that
nobody dares. They are always scared to
death. I have seen him =zince hls relecsas
and he is a nervous wreck. That's all I
know about him."
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away everything we had."

When asgked about hera attitude toward
the Russlan srmy, resnondent ssid 1t cer-
teinly had not changed. ©She just hates
them nerhaps even morse.

Respondent was unable to learn anything
in detail about the Russian soldiers before,
during or after the Revolution. She nointed
out, however, that she has heard that many
Russian soldiers went over to the Freedon
Fighters. She also sald that the newspnaners
and readio carried this news. On one occaslion,
she remembered, they were told over the radio
to be nice and friendly to the families of
those Russisns who had Joined the Hunpgsrian
Freedom Fighters.

Respondent also nointed out that it
ving common knowledge that the troons that
were statloned in Hungary for a long time
1iked 1living there and were extremely un-
haony about wakmmmireturning to the Soviet
Union when they had to do so.

Fegnondent had no further knowledge
regarding how the Russian soldiers bechaved
during the reyolution, whether they helned
the Hungarians, deserted, or fought on tl.e
slde of the Hungerians heside what she hes
told already.

She remembvered, however, that once she
went to see a young Hungarian Freedom Fighter
who was wounded. She went to the hospital
with the boy's fsther and her daughter. They
found a Russlan colonel interviewing the boy
and they learned that they wanted to take
him awey. <*he Russian colonel talled toedv &
an interoreter who was a young hoy from the
northern nart of Hungary and snoke Hungarian.
(Note: This is a vart of Hungary which 1s
now occunied by Russla and which formerly
belonged to Hungary. The nonulation was
Hungerian.) Aceording to the Xresnondent
this young interoreter changed the renort
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"When Hungary is lddevendent, I hove
the AVH nembers vho 1ll-treated and tortured
neonle recelve the same %ind of treatment
they gave thelr innocent victims."

Resvondent's feelings about the raegular
volice compared with the AVH were as follows:

"I know very little about the regular
nolice, but we never heard of any tortures
or 1ll-treatments commitéed by them as com=-
nared to the AVH neopnle. I know that the
police were strict but they were not such
brutes. On the whole, as far as I knew,
the 301109 force was subordinated to the
AVH.

"The regular volice in Debrecen went
over to the revolutionarles during the
revolution. I saw myself how they took
the Communist insignla off their uniforms.”

B. Of how the courts were before 195,
reanondent said:

"0f course, the Hungarian courts uere
aluays very just."

Resvondent has heard aboutthe veonle's
co'rts that were set un in 1945 and 1947.
She however had no 1dea whether the seqtonuas
nassed by the necolets court wmkwere Just o“
not. She Fneh, houever, that tne necnle’

courts dealt with the so-called "war cpiﬂiﬂlls.mw_

Co t/hen asked what the others exnected of
the Russianms befors they actually entered
Hungary, res»ondent said:

"I really cannot tell anymore, it was
such a long time ago but I 4o not think
that ve ever belleved that the Ruseiuns
werc going to stay in Hungary so long.”

M/hen the Fussians came in we went back
xxto my home village. Jur aoartment in the
clty was taken by the Russians. They took

it
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of the intern doctor to the effect thet
he told his colonel that the boy was far
too sick to be moved and thus he was not
talren away by the Russian soldiers and
he was left in the hosonital. The father
was then able to take his son home and
hide him.

Resnondent also heard that some of
the new Rusglan troons, "the Mongolian
tyses" as hmshe sald, had kllled their
own commander. The neonle in the village
found the soldiers hiding out In the

HEJ}—sﬁjacvfs and askwers asked by the soldisrs

not to revort them because they wanted to
desert.

e Regoondent was unable to tell gbout
any local official who would be willing to
forget the rules and hel» people in trouble.
To the question
F. Whether or not neo»le in the nublic
of flces were acecenting bribes, resnondent
heard that bribss wepre very useful but also
the Party line was maybe sven better. Ac=
cording to the resvondent the nerson who
was caught accenting bribes was immedlately
dismissed but if he was a Party member then
he was just out aside for a while, so to
sneak.

G. Resnondent could not give any o»inion
of the comvetence, effliciency, talent, in
telllgence, ete. of the different branches
of the bureaucracy.
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XITI. ASSESSYENT OFFULURE PRISPECTS TR
HUNGARY

A Wwhen asked what she thought will oro-
bably hannen in Hungary In the future ;
resnondent said:

"I think that maybe the UN will find
a way to force the Russians to withdraw from
Hungary."

fithin Hungary, she was of the onlnlon
that as long as the Russians are occunying
the country any Hungarian govermment,; therc-
fore the Xardar government also, will obey
the Russlan rulers XankizixiFyimolicitly.

Resnondent 2lso voiced the hone that
“the situation in Russia would change because
after all many Russlans have seen the lest
and can comnare 1t to their country.

then asked whether or not she would
be willing to accent "oland's tyne mmx
solution resnondent said:

"I do not know the situation In Poland.
I have no 1idea avout anythlng that i1g hape
nening there. However, I believe that llungary
ought to be comnlstely indevwendent and that
would be the only and the best solution for
us.

"I do not thinl: that anybody mmkkxgought
to =ztart a war for us but I think that - -&mthe
L.ostern world ought Lo bresk off all ties with
the Soviet Union. This would be the most
effective Russian against Russia.”

She again seld that if the UN could
emnloy and enforce most riporous measures
against Soviet Russia in the economic fleld,
then maybe the Pussians would finally leave
eastern surona.

B. Hegsnondent's idea about the oroenects
for Hungery during the 1 st 8 or 10 years
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were as follows:

"We were always honing for a change

for the very reaszon that we were convinced
that Hungary zaxksimnly conldn't be occunied
forever by the Pussians. 180, we knew that
the Vestern world knows that nobody in Hungary,
at least 907, does not like the Ruacian rule
end does not want to be mmunder Russian ove
nression.”
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XIVe. SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND TCONOMIC IDEOLOCY

Ae Vhen acked what she would want Indevendent
Bungary to be 1lile, resnondent said:

"y goodness, I am too stuonid to answer
thlis guestion but the only thing I can say is
that Hungary ought to be as itmwas in the old
times under Horthy. {hen he was the ruler,
gverybody had it good in Hungary."

B.. ‘hen esked to outline the desired
economic system and emvhasis, resnondent said:
"I believe that Hungary should emphasis beth
agriculture and industry butfthe heavy in- Vo7
dustry, only the light one."

Resnondent was of the view that Hungary
ought to go back to the same kind of agrie
cultural system that was vursued bsfore the
war. Concerning light industry she wasg of
the oolnion that the textile industry and
garment industry and those branches of
'ndustry thet manufactured consumers’ goods
should be stresscd,

Resnondent was also of the oninion that
if the Communlist regime were overthrown the
land should go back to its rightful owhers
and thewt+xcs and state farms be dissolved.
She would also liks to see the national
enternrigses returned to the ovners. "ifter
all,"she said, "nobody has stolen thése
enternrises. They belonged to neonle and
they are the rightful owners."

Reanondent's ldeas of what role the
government ghould »lay In the economlc
system shkamkgof an indenendent Hungary were
as follows:

"I thin% that the transportation system
nd everything that vas managed by the stato
before the war should again be state nronerty.
The light industry, on the other hand, must
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be returned to the owners."

Resnondent was of the oninion that
the povermment should not set any maximum
to the amount of land any -erson or family
may owne

Pespondent thought that a governorshin
like the one before the war would be the
right sort of government for Hungary.

Resnondent preferred most the “%ind of
Bovernment that would give her versonal
Ireedom and all the rights of freedom.

iwhen asked whether che would be in
favor of outlawingxiathe Communist Party
in indenendent Hungary resnondent sald:

"Of course I would not like to see
them active anymore."

Coe "I do not think that a neutrality, like
Austriats, would give comnlete security to
iungary ond therefore I think that an al-
llance with the .est 1ike lest Cermany's
would be »referabls.”

Re nondent vwould not like to see any
economic or cultural relations with the
Soviet Unlon but would welcome all with
the eastfuronean stetes, thc rest of Zurore
end the U.S.

I have not found resnondent comnetent

enough to answer the cuestion on the Fsderation

of Danublan ftates.

The present boundaries of Hungary are
unacceostable to the resnondent. She said:
"This 1s a most immortant ouestion to all
Hungarlans and therefore to me also. lie
would like to see all Hungarians come back
to the folde. I thinZ that an international
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¥V. THE FORMATION JF “UBLIC JPINION

Ve I drew & comvlete mmblank regerding
ouestions contained In this naragraoh.
Resvondent had never heard about the

20th “arty Congress, about Senator ""eCarthy,
the m~-American Activitlies Committee, about
Peron or even about Pakosi.

B. During the last ten vears in Hungary
resnondent drew most of her information
about what was hamening from the radioc.
She geld "The moment my husband returned
from work he nut on the radio. It was
Ralo I'ree Lurone he listenddkmto =moat.

)f course we were always afraild that some-
one would denounce us.

G, News tragelled mostly by word of
mouth in the village and clty where I
lived. Lverybody was slways discussing
the news as we got it froa the forcign
radios.

b, Resnondent read newsnaners before
and during the war. However, che sdded,
I"I do not even remember the names of
those news»aners. I never read about
nolitics anyway.

Resnondent did not read any nowsnaners
during the last & to 10 years in Hungary.

"In thoze days the newsnaners didn't
right about anything but work and the »lans
and the Communlst regime. I just wasn't
interested.

"I have read, hovever, some translatlons
of mXXold books. These I bought second-hand."
TXkxxm

This was a'out all I could g.t from
the resmondent on this cubject.
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XVI. LEVaNTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

As Regarding the situation within Rugsia
resoondent said "A change in Pussla can
only come about by a revolution. A gradual
change is Imnossible because then the Ruge
slans would have time to arrcst the neowle.
Therefore I believe that only a cuick and
unexvected revolutlon could meke a change
within Russia. I am sure that the Fussien
peonle themselves do not like the Soviet
regime. T am also convinced that 907 of
the Fusslan vonulation would reject Come
munism 1f Russia had free elections.”

"In my oninion the to» leaders of
Russia would like to immose thelr nower
uron the whole world. P“ersonally they are
out for nower also.

"Regarding the difference between the
Russian leaders and the Hungarlan Communist
leadershlip, I think this is very simnle.
The tov Russlsan Communicsts are the ones who
give out the orders and the Hungarian Com-
munists obey."

B, RPegarding the relative vonularity in
Hungary of the other nations in eastern
Lurone, rcsnondent sald "I have no idea
whatsoever. All I can say 1s that we al-
ways used to talk about the Cermans with
the greatest resneet and almiration.

"I do not thin- that any of these
eastern Zuroean countries would remailn
Communlsts if free elections were held %
there.

"I> the best of my knowledpe, the
standard of 1lving is highest in Sowusmy
east Cermany at »resent, but I have no
1dea vhatsoever about the standard of
living in the other countries. I don't
know anything about these countrles.”
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Ce when asked 2bout the "olish situatlon
resnondent said:

"I am terribly sorry but I have no
idea about Poland and the Polish sitiation.”

D. Pespondent couldn't say very much about
Yugoslavia elthers

"211 I cen say is that Tito is a turn-

. coat hut I have heard from »eonle who came
from Yuposlavia that the situatlon there is
much better than in Hungary in many resvects.
This 1s all I know."

E. "I am unable to give any o»inlon about
the situation in the xzzixmrxinxXu¥iddle Last
or in Suez. I rcmember only that during the
revolution neonlc used to say the ‘sstern
world would have time for Hungary oanly when
the Suez situation was solved."

F. "Wy imoression of the living standard
in Viestern Cermany is that it is very high
there,

"I have never heard that the Germans
might be dangerous and start another war.

YI do not know anvthing about the west
German rearnament.”

V'hen asked to comware the Cerman awm
occunation army during the Vorld Jar with
the occumation by the Russian 'rmy resnondent
sald "The differcnce is lilke that between
heaven and earth. Everybody in our village
and our city loved the Cermans. +‘hey vere
nice. '.e all hated the Rusgsians.

"The Cerman army was thc better discinlined
one of coursge. uwvhat a cuestion! Both the
officers and t'c enlisted men vere well disc-
Inlined. In my oninion, the Russlan army was
the most unvopular in Hungary."



F-84

Ge. Respondent 41d not know what NATO
wase Nelther did she know anythlng about
the British Labor Party. EBAs to the
living standard of the western couniries,
resncondent vwas of the oninion that Western
Cermany =night be on ton, or England.

He Resnondent was most imwressed by the
abundance of food during her first few months
here. Also, the cholice of clothing and the
tremendously high standard of living has im-
nressed her greatly. She added "I belleve
that the living standard must be the highest
here in the U.S. It 1s so wonderful that we
are able to buy whatever we want."

Resnondent’s answer to the ouestion
concerning what the United States should
do now for the meonle and nations of eastern
Eurone was es follows:

"As I said before, if the United States
and the whole .estern world would withdraw
its sumrport from the Soviet Unlon and break
off all kkmmties with them, the Soviet
economic system would comnletely collanse
and the Nussians would be forced out of
eastern Lurone."

«hen asked what she thinks of the nrescnt
foreign nolicy of the U.S. resnondent said

"lihat does forcign nolicy mean? I do not *now.

Resnondent was very emohatic in stating
that the U.Z. government should not recognize
mthe nrescnt Kapydar pgovernment.

"I think that neonle in Hungary would
like very much to see more .estern visitors.
lhese visitors at least ought to see the
sltuation In Hunpary for themselves. I
believe that we, the rocent escanees, ought
to tell these visitors that they should go
out among the neonle and see cverything that

'
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is going on in Hungary. They should not
be satisfled with what the gamGamCovern-
ment or officlal authorities are willing
to show to them. They ought to go and
visit working class families and sce the
vovertyx in which they live."

"Peonle back home would 1like very
much to receive ivestern books and veriod-
lcals. I do not think 1t 1s Imnortant
where they should be sent. The mecst inm-
oortant thing is that they should be
available for everybody.

"Peovle back home would greatly
aopreciate 1t 1f they %new that vwe »are
ticinate In such actlvities as sending
llestern visitors and »nublications.”

Resnondent has nsver heard about the
Marshall Plan. She kxalso had no idea why
America became involved 1n the Korean Viar.

Is hen asked whether or not the UN could
have affected the situation 1n Hungary during
the last month of 1956 resnondent saild:

"Of course. This was what we were ex=
necting from the UN. You know we regarded
the UN es a guardian angel.

"lhe UN 1s a very effective organization
zxxfxexcept agalnst the Soviet Union. Here,
they are uo against a wall and cannot make
them do as they desire. e were cxmecting
the UN to force the Russians to withdraw from
Hungary. I hovne sincerely that the UN will
effectively intervene for Hungary in the Bm
forseeable future."”



XVIIl. EKNOWLEDG: JF AND ATTITTDLS TI./ARDS
SELECTED PERSIONALITIES

A, i'hen asked who, in her o»ninion, is
the greatest living Hungarlan, resnondent
sald "I do not know anybody of whom I eould
say this."

Ba "Lverybody wanted Imre Nagy to be the
Prime "inister of Hungary. We would have
been very glad if he had rcmained.

"I am frightfully sorry for Cardinal
Mindszenty and would be glad if he would be
lef't in »eace.

"Rajk was executed desnite the fact
thet he was innocent.

"Cero was the man who flrst had our
bridges rebuilt but I do not know a thing
about him. I was never interested in "o~
lities.

"Kadar and his government were hated
by everybody.

"I never heard the nawmc of Ceneral
Kiraly.

"I heard that Yiss Kethly came out
durlng the revolution and wanted to »ar-
ticinate in the UN sessions. She was
strongly in favor of the Hungarian nconle.™

When asked what she thought of “resident
Illgenhower reswondent said "He must be a
very good man. I cennot say anything olse
about him. He thoroughly deserves t¢ be the
npesident of the Un:ted Ttates."

"I think of Secretary-General Hammer:jold
with great resnmect. I belleve that he too is
on owr sgide.”

Resvondent never heard o>f Dulles, Zden or
Truman .
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The respondent disonlayed

a comdlete

ignorance of all other names of selected

nersonalities as listed on ».

3 of Seection

X¥II. I drew s comnlete blank here. The

only name she knew was Stalin.

T '

e was a Russian diectator and
she gaid that s
e

he
1€ commnltted suicide.

-

She salc
of Molotov

nad heard lately that
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TIWARD BXILZS AMD &XILE
ACTIVITIES

A Jf the egcasees resmondent had the
fellowing to say:

"Generally sveaking, wmmmyxkEExmainly
woerkers have left, and next intellectuals,
but very few of the neasants. %The reason
for leaving was malnly because they had
ta¥en »art in the fighting and revolution.

"Then thsere were aleo those, like
ourselves, who left because they were fed
uo with 1ife under the Communist regime
and wanted to lead a better 1life. Also,
weonle were afbaid of the denortations.

"Regarding the age of the escanees,
they were mostly In the younger age grouv
but there were also middle-aged »eonle.

5 '"they came mostly from Budavest and ric BDisTRieT
4Tlfave——bﬂhhﬂ\f@ but like ourselves a few

came from the eastern ' ordersm of Yungary.

Those who stayed behind did so for some

fanlly reason or they wanted to settle their

finances, like my husband. Furthermore,

gome veonle just didn't dare to face the

future.

"I om extrcmely sorry for them and
anxious for thum also.

"I knew for certaln what veonle in
Hungary think about those who left because
I get letters all the time from my veople
and accuaintances. “They all say that we
should be glad and call ou-selves lucky
that we escaned.

"I think that if the Connunist repime
i1s still in »ower in Hungary and neonle
had a chance to come to the uest, mayhe
L0 ner cent of the 2ovulation would remain.
These are the Comnunists.”

B

o=
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B. Resovondent l2s never heard of Hung-
arian exlle organizations and individuals
who have been active during the last 10

yearsxin the West. Vhen I handed the 1ist
of sclected nersonalitieg over to hecr she

knew: only about Rexwzmx|Nagy, that he was |[ rRAWVC'S

Prime “inister before the war. She had
:eard the name of Eckhardt as having been
a former voliticien. She knew that "r.
Kallay was the "rime Minlster of Hungary
shortly before the war and che has heard
the name of Cener:zl Farkss. That was all.
Cut of former Hungarlan governor Tiorthy
she spooke very warmly:

"I was cxtremely sorry to heer that
ne has dled in exile. He was a good gove
ernor. Uhere I lived, in my hone town end
village, evcrybody snoke of him with the
greatest adm'ration. .e liked hin very
much,"

Resvondent had no idea whether or not
neonle who escaned before 1956 have tried
or dld accomnlish anything for Hungary.

Us  KxmgmeygResvondent does not know any-
body who returned to xHunpgary after cscaoe=
ing to the . est after 1945. She however
has heard of the redefection camnaign after
the revolutior and added "Unfortunately
there were some neonle who returned to
lungary. Ag far as I have hecard they wers
terribly homesick and this was the reason.
Some fKammeonle ha? family reasoris-- a sick
mother, wife or child. A friend of mine
wrotc me that a mutual accualntance of ours
also vent home. MHe was taken by the AVH
the evening of the very dny he arrived home
and novody has heard of him since.”

D. When asked what »eovle who have left
Huhgary should do now, res»nondent said "I
do not think that we escanees could do any-
thing very effective for our country. All
I can do 1s take »urt In the demonstrations
and thls 1s what all Hungarians ousht to do."
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"Peovle in Hungary elways want to know
how we are faring here, what kind of jobs
we have, and how much we earn. I have no
idea what they should know, however,"

Fesoondent was of the oninion that it
would be a good thing to Join an exlle or-
panization which ought to be made up of all
the o0ld and new exlles, because, according
to her, "the old exiles have far 7ore ex-
merience and could inform and guide us
better."

Resnondent was unable to give any
oninions various Hungarlan »nolitlcal narties
before 1948, In exlie or revived in Hungary
durlng the revolution.

B Regarding her own vlans for ths future,
these weres

"I would return to Hungary only if the
country became fres and iIndenmendent. I
would llke my girl to sneak Hungarian as
well as English, even though she 1s here
in the UgS. now.
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XIX. ATDIENCE RZACTIONS TO RADID AND LEAFLETS

A. Resvondent did listen to foreign radio
stations while in Hungary. The family mostly
listened to Radio Iree Euro-e and sometimes
alsc to the Volce of America. According to
resnondent, receoti-n was nretty bad and

both stations were jammed to such an extent
that sometimes the foreign radiloc broadcasts
could only be heard on the better radiocs and
not well on the small, cheap ones.

Nesoondent listened only to ths Humgarian
language broudcasts. They were usually in the
evenlng. As previously sgaid, whenever her huse
band returned from kwork the first thing he did
was to turn on the radio.

Resvondent always told others what she
heard on the radlo and also they got news fron
other veople about the liestern broadcasts.

Resnondent was not sure whether or not
listening to foreign radio broadcasts was
zrakisikprohiblited. She said "It must have
been so because we always listened in secret
and closed our doors and windows. HNeverthee
less 25 far as I know everybody always listened
to foreign radio broadcasts so it seems neonle
were not too seared."

«hen asked what she thought of the
foreign radio broadcasts resnhondent said
"I really do not know. I liked them."

Vhen asked her oninisn regarding the
accuracy of these broadcasts she said "Well
I believe they must have been accurate.
Anywey, we aluays believed uhat we were told
on the radio. Later on, however, we were
losing heart because we saw that the radio
always svoke of things and oronhesied events
which never came true in the end."

e QQSﬁondent heard of its effset in
Hungaery because//otherwise how eould nsonle
have hoved so much for the changd. Iiven
durlng the revolution neonle were sitting
next to the radio day and night, waiting
and listening for the news from abroad. ”
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then asked for her oninion of Radio
Free Burope in »erticular resnondent said
"ie liked Radio Free Huro-e and we always
listened to it. I can't say anything else.
This was the only radio broadcast we llatened
to because the Hungarian radio was unrellable.
tihat we heard on this radio was only a »ack
of lies t"

"I think Radlo Free Iurone should con-
tinue to broadecast to Hungary."

Resnondent was of the ooinion that
state news, nolitical and economic, anti-
Communlst orovaganda and orograms about
1ife in western Eurooe a 4 the U.5. are
always welcome orograms. ‘hen acked what
she wonld »refer besides these »rograms
she said:

"Ixthink the »rogram that was for tho
farners shonuld be continued. Everybody
1ived the way the \'‘estern broadcast talked
to us and how 't made fun of the Soviet
agricultural system."

g. Resvondent has only heard about the
different leaflets that were dronned in
Hungarye. he hasn't seen any.

D. «hen asked vwhat her idea was about
%estgrﬂ broadcacsters kmwho sent leallets
to Hungary res»son'ent sald:

"I think they must have amx ziahad one
2'm only and this was to enlightenk the
Hun; arian peonle about the dangers cof
Communism. lowever, mxBthese we %knew ner-
fectly well."
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XX. CHILD REARING "D DISCIPLINE

Resnondent summed up her ideas on how
chlldren should be ralsed as follows:

"first of all a child should be taught
to fear God from a very tender age. The
child must be brought uv in a religion so
that little by little, as he grows um, hls
faith will be sbmempghistrengthened.

"Children must be taught to love thelr
country as we were taught in our time.

"Further, I think 1t 1s very imnortant
that children res»nect their »narents, grown-
uns and teachers. Last but not leact, a
child must be brought uo to be honest and
de cent."”

Asked ahout her oninion concerning
disecinline she sald:

"I think vhysical »unishment does not
hurt a child. My daughter is 17 but if
she is disresmectful I dole out a slan on
her face now and then. I was amazed to
883 how neovnle here do not dare to discl-
nline their children ohysically.

"raybe I am not a pood mother because
children should also be discinllined by other
meang but I am not Intelligent enough to
bring up chiidren this way. That is why I
gave her physical nunishment very of ten.

"The treatment of boys and girls should
differ of course. With boys you might let
the reins loose a 1little but on the other
hand boys somctimes deserve heavier nunishment.

".hen a child i3 groviing un llttle by
little you can discuss the more serlous sgldes
of life with him and take him morc scriously.
I think this should be the change in bringing
u» the child as he grows older.’
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when asked to give a varticular enisode
in her own childhood when she was »nunished,
reshondent zkadsaid:

"I really could not give you any snecific
enisrdes I can only tell you that I kadmxuxmenvas
discinlined »retty often by my mother. Che
was rather Jjumoy and kmamkmismiim-atient
and had a very cuick hand so I got slavnned
very often, mostly for talking back to her
and being dlsrespeétful.”

Resmondent said that In fanilles she
knew »sonle always nunished chilldren of six
or over. They usually gave them ohysical
nunishment.

vihen as%ed whether she thinks the Me-wod o1
shysical nunishment of children differs in
the diffcrent soclal classes resnondent said:

"There 1ls a difference in how neovle
discinline their children. The upver class
doesn't hit the children so much but of
course theoses chtiéren/ﬂﬁve other ways of TPeopec
bringing their children um well. They can
give them gocod educations, they themselves
are better educated and arc more irtelligent
than our class is."

"There were however great changes in
this during the last ten years because the
authority of the narents has been diminished
little by little Aduring the Communist regime.
xkz. The teachers at school were not allowed
to rive ohysical ounishment to the students
anl the result of course was disastrous be-
caage the fchi'dren became dlsresvectful n t
0-ly to the teuchers but als> to the »arents."

Fesnondent was unable to tell about how
0ld the children usually are when narents stoo
amounishing them. ~Al1 heor answers to the
different cuestiones were "I don't know,.,"

As to changes during the last ten years
in the way children are dlscinlined in their
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Tirst elght years at school, rcsnondent sald:

"In the times before Communism children
were mkkhlEm beaten by thelr teachers.zili They
had to kneel in the corner and got sla»s on
their valms or fingertivs or clse there were
renort cards which were sent home to the
narents if they d4id not »rogress in their
studies or behav.d badly.

"Since the Cormmunisgts took over in
Hungary the only discirlinary me:sure a
teacher can use now iz the re»nort card."

when asked what characteristics re-
shondent velues most In a friend, she said:

"I never had such very good friends.
It 1s very difficult for ne to say, but I
always walniell a frlend to be very sincere
and never lie to me. I would say I value
honesty and sincerity In a friend most."

Regarding changes in friendshin under
Communism, rcs-ondent seid:

"Frovw what I have seen + belleve that
neoole &kdo not sleke friends with anybndy
in Hungary under the Communist reglme as
long as they don't them thoroughly and don't
know for sure if they are relilable.”

THE @ND



