3 . ;-‘.f":;;.j lster requirements early. Nevertheless, foreign trade experts thought that com-
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The foreign trade organs wiehed to Bay $hib faportant drug from the countries which suppl e

The Polio Sitwation

Salk Vacslpe Seeured

A Ministry of Health announcement said that Hungary's foreign trade organs had
procured supplies of 290,000 c¢.e. of Balk vaceine. This was enocugh to immunise all
ehildren under two. It was Roped that further Seliveries would make 1t pmu to
vacoinate ou. children u “u\ !.t‘ 9'.1.91) |

: ' q«.ﬂ TRd ..

In sn intepview n.ﬂn-u Nirdup', M Baesoni, A unty Mintstry of Porelgn

quantity suffieient to vateinate #00,000 ohildren would Arrive from Canada on 11th July
“or evem sUOner"™; Purthes talks would be held to buy vaceine from other sources. The
Realth suthoritied were planning § continuous prosess of protective vaceinmation. Aco rdin,
tOo the medical experts, the Danish and Osnadfan-dade Salk vaocoines were the most effective.

i Im 14,00 and Mungarisn information service 9.7.57)

&t la the dbest quality, It wouwld m be easy to make further purchases becausc the
manufacture of the Salk Serum was & slow process. It was therefore advisable to

ed market research and purchasing attespts would "very probably” be anunm
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'lopmbu-. carried a statement by Joswel Karpatl, Seeretary-Oenersl of
.-th min Red Cross, who said that the distribution of aid supplies would be l

 completed shortly, and Red MIQMh the field of health service work begin in |
earnest. The Red Cross was currently playing its part, together with health and *

~ Government organs, in "the struggle tc overcome the peliomyelitis qadutc' In
collaboration with the Internatiomal Red Gross Commjttes, the Hungartan Red Cross
W38 making efforts to secure the return of children who had gone abroad without their
parents. This was one of the most important duties of the Red Cross at the moment .
(Ncte: Por a Government denial that thers wes a polio epidemic, see Summary Part 1IB,
No.BM3, p.3) .

A further Ministry of Heslth comsunique on the Pallo situation showed no
W4 Jor change from earlier reports, Qounty Borsod as a whole, and parts of Gounties
Heves, Bihar, Sz0lnok and Szaboles remain out of bounds to visiting ohildren.
(Budapest 22.00, 10.7.57) .

fileged Wostern Refwsal vo Supply Vageline

p .
An unnamed commentator, addressing Hungarians in Western Burope, remarked !

that the current Geneva confererce on poliomyelitis had "assumed a sad toploeality

through the fact that the ineldence of Pillc cases In Hungary has become very great

tnis year.," About 500 children, mainly Anfants under three, wire now 11) with

infantile paralysis in Hungary, In Counties Hajdu, Ssadoles, Borscd and Heves, the

incidence of the disease was grester than in 1956. Transdsenubla was immune from the -

€pidemic, amd in Budapest the number of cases was smaller than last year. Bverything

Was being done to prevent the Spreading of the disease, [

Ghtalinabls Ain Mungany. Ths Sovernssat HeLLE heve Aeguised. she antssisl nesded Lo

the protective vaceinacion iong 2g0 dut the Western countries which sake the wvaceine
have refused deliveries. The necessary materdad funds ave adresdy avallable and, as
Al eady reported, the waceins will shortly arrive in Hungary. Meapwhile the Government
has granted many congessions mmmmmuwumm from
abroad through their relatives and scquaintances.” The consedentious work and know-
ledge of Hungarian physicians, the great material ald on the part of the Guvernment and
the Joining of forces by sopiety 8s & whols were combating the ineidence of infantile
Paralysis. Mungarian parents and pediatrists expected "fresh assistance from the
international poliompelitis econference of Genava and from science in the great fight
Sgainst this terrible disease”. (Budapest for Bungarians inm W Burope 9.7.57)

;q
“Grave concern has been ceused by the fact that no Salk vacceine ... has deen 1



The broadeast for Nungarians in Western Burope, thanking two Hungarians
in Scandinavia for offers to send Salk vaceine, sald: “There 1s in t’ot an
infantile paralysis epidemic in Hungary (Summary Part IIB No.845. p.2). But
the extent of the epidemic is not as great as certaln exaggerated reports say.

We have succeeded in securing enough vaccine to vaceinate all ohildren under
the age of seven, Purther consignments are expected in the near future." The
Salk vaccine should be sent to: Dr. Dessoe Panczel, Deputy Director, Laszlo

Isolation Hospital, 5-7 Gylai Road, w IX. (Budapest for -l-'“- in
Western Burope, 12,7.57) : B So Ll S R :
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nospital on 15th July. (Budapest 15.7.57)




