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C O N T E N T S . 

Slide 

AiUinm 

No. 
Original Dedications 

1 The Specialor'« Account of himself A i d u m 
2 Of the Club—Sir Uoger de Cnverley— 

the Temphr—Sir Andrew Freeport— 
('aplaia Senity—Wiil Hnnejcomb— 
TheCiei^yman S(o-Je 

a Public Credit, a Vision Addism 
4 Advantages of the Spectator's Tacitnr-

mly—Cai« of the Female S e j .'^Iwfc 
5 On ihe Absurdities of the Modem Opera Addiem 
6 PreiereDco of Wit and Sense lo Hones-

ty and Vinue ^ t ^ 
7 Popular Superstitions Addtrnn 
8 Lftter^ on Ala3<iueradcB • • • - • 
9 Account of various Clubs 

10 The uses of the Spoclator 
11 Charaelcr of Arietti—the Ephesian Ma-

tron—Inklc and Yarico 
12 Custom of idling Siories of Rhoals to 

Childiea 
13 Conduct of tho l i ons at the Opera— 

Jlerit of Jficolini • 
I I Letters from the Lion—from an under 

sexton—on the Masquerade—Puppet 
Show 

15 Storv of Cleanthc—On happiness, ei-
emplified in Aurelia—Falvii Addacm 

36 Varioim articles of drcsa—l^Tipoons— 
Scanda)—Politics—Leuer from Charles 
Lillie 

17 A r c o u n t o f t h o r e l y C l u b 
]H History of the Italian Opera 
I a On E a r j 
SO Impudence—the Starers 
21 DiviniiT.Iaw.bndFhysie overburdened 

wah Prartitionera 
23 Absurditi<^ of Ihe Opera ejemplined in 

I^tti^rs from the Performers of Beasts SuAe 
23 Ill-natured bistiro AJdimt 
24 Complaint o f T l i o m s K i m b o w - i m n M -

tincnl Acquaintance—letter from Ma-
ry Tuesday Sleeie 

25 Letter from a Valetudinarian—Excess 
of Anxiety about Health AdJiMri 

Reflectiuns in Westminster Abbey 
37 Kesnlmions to quit tiie world—Letter to 

a lUergyman S u ^ 
28 Ptojert of an Office for the Refrnlation 

of Siffns—a Monkey recommended for 
t l « Opera 

^ Italian Recitative—Absurdities of the 
Opera Dresses 

30 Club of Lovers established at Oxford 
31 Project of n new Ojiera 
32 Admission of the Spectator into the 

Ugly Club 
33 Ciiaracters of I^t i t ia and Daphne—Art 

of improving Buaiity 
3 t Success of tlie Spectators with various 

Classes of Keadei^ represented by the 
Club 

SleeU 

Sledt 

Addisofi 

Addison 

Slfftc 

Addison 

Stftk 

Hughrs 

AfkUson 

No-
35 False Wit and Humour—Genealogy of 

Humour 
36 Letters from the Ray-house, on the Dis-

mission of inaaimaie Perfonnen 
37 Catalome of a lAdj ' s Library—Charac-

ter of Leonora 
38 On Affectation—Vanity 
39 FnglishTrajsedy-T«c—Otway 
40 Tragedy and Tragi-Comedy 
41 Women called Picts—no Faith to be 

kept with ihem 
48 English Tragedy—Methods lo aggran-

dize the person in Tragedy 
43 Account of the Hebdomadi Club—Re-

marks on Du loess 
44 Stage tricks to excite Rty—Dramatic 

Murders 
45 W Consequences of the Peace—French 

Fashions—Childish Impertinence 
46 T h e Spectator's Paper of Hints drop-

ped—ttospel-gossip—<^ling 
47 Theory of the Passion of ] .^ghter 
48 Spectator's Letter to tho Ugly Chib— 

Letter* from Hecatissa—an old Beau— 
Strolling Playeis 

49 Character at the Coflee-House—Eu-
bulus 

!iO Kemarks on the English, by the Italian 
Kings 

51 Ccnunre of a Passage in the Funeral— 
Indelicacies in Plays 

52 le t ter from the I gly Club—ilobbcs's 
Theory of Laughier 

93 Lcucrs on Female F.ducaiion 
The best-bred Men—the Spleen—a 
Peeper—King Latinus 

54 Account of a new Sect of Iflungera 
55 Effects of Avarice and Lujury on Em-

ployments 
56 Vision of Mataton 
57 Mischiefc of Party-Rage in the Female 

Sex 
58 Essay on Wit—History of False Wit 
59 The same Sul^ect continued 
00 Wit of the Monkish Age®—in Modem 

Times 
6 ! The Sulject continued 
62 Kfference between Trae and False Wit 

—Milt Wit 
63 Allegory of several Schemes of Wit 
64 OnpuWic Mournings 
65 Characters of Sir Fopling Flutter, Don-

mant, and Harriot 
frfi Letters on fiishionable F-ducation 

Errors in the common Modes 
67 Dancing—the Dangers of it—Country 

Dances—F.iliibition of I'ictnrcs 
On Friendship 

69 Visit to the Itny.il Exchange—Benefit of 
r»tensive C'ommcrce 

70 Critique on the Ballad of Chevy-Chase 
3 

AddUon 

SleeU 

Adducn 
Slede 
Addison 

SleeU 

Addigon 

Suek 

Addison 

Slftle 

Addison 

Sleek 

Hughet 

Addism 

SUrle 

Jluiihfs 
StetAf. 

PuA^ll 
Addiion 
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SltfU 

Afidijnn 
SU^ 
Addison 

No 
71 LOTA—I^TE L^tt^r nf Jrimpa tn Beity Slrrle 
7i Accouni of the Ev<!>larting Club Addaim 
73 Pasiinn for Feme and Ptaiae—ilharuc-

ler of ihe Idnia 
74 Conlinuiiion of the CKtitjue on C h e r j . 

Chafte 
75 Idea of a fine Gentleman—Character 

of Vocifemnd Ignotua S t a i e 
76 Jlemoira of the private D f e of Phar»-

mond 
77 Absencc of Mind—Bnijere's C h a n t s 

ter of an alwent Stan J?iu2g-rfi 
78 Claim of ('ambcidge to the OrigiD of 

^ e I '^ly Clul>—Petition of Who and 

79 Letter from a Coquette—from B. D, 
on formal Devotion 

80 Hifflory of Phillis and Brunetta—the 
Remonstrance of That 

81 Feirk&lo Party Spint diacovered bv 
Patches 

82 T h e Miser j of being In Debt 
83 Dream of a Picture Gallery 
84 PoYite Life of Phsramond—Story of 

Spinn;imnnt 
85 Fate of Writirra—Ballad of ibe Chil-

dren in the Wood Additm 
86 On PhyeiogDomy 
87 On Beauties—Later from a Beaaty SlttU 

Letter on Idols Eunien 
83 Mannera of Servants—Mischief of 

Board-wages Staie 
89 Lovers—Demurrage—Foliy of Demur-

rage Adiiean 
90 Puntshmenl of a volopluous Man alter 

Death^Adveotute of M. Pcntigna 
91 T4)Tes of Honoria and FInvia Slushes 
W Books for a I j d y ' a I jbniry AMbmn 
93 Proper Methods of employinnTime 
S4 Subject continued—Pursuit of Knoiv-

ledj^ 
95 Letter na Demnnsiralinas of Grief— 

Feraate Reading Stnle 
96 Adventures of a Servant 
97 Pharajnond and Eucrate on Duels 
99 Ladies' Head-dresses Addisen 
99 The chief Point o fHonour in Men and 

Wnmen—Duelling 
100 Complaints of Sjckoesa—Characters of 

I b r r j Tersctt and Vsrilsa Sltelt 
101 Uncertainty of Fame—Specimen of a 

Hiwory of tfce Reign of Anne J. Addison 
1C2 Exercae of (he Fan 
103 ConipliiTienta—Eitraels on Sincerity SUcU 
101 Urceiicy of Behaviour 

l/Tier on a Feairilp ^ w w t r i a n Hugkei 
105 Will Hnne.Tcomb's Knowfedse of the 

Wor ld -VanOM Kinds of Fedanu Addiim 
106 SppTlator's Visit to Sir R, rie Covcr-

ley'i i;oiinlry Seat—the ICnigfet's do-
Dieaiic EslAhlishiTiRnl 

117 Sir Roger's Conduct to his Servants Slrrle 
]0S C'h inc ier of Will Wimble Aiidiumi 
109 J'ir Rngnr's Ancenors Steele 
110 On Chosts and Apparitions Addison 
111 linniatenaliry of the Soul 
J12 A Sunday in theCounlry—SirRoger 's 

Behaviour at Church 
113 His Accouni of hia DUappointtnent in 

Love 
114 On the Shame and Fear of Poverty— 

Characters of Laertes and Irus 
115 labour and tlxercine Aidisuit 
116 \ huiiiing Scene with Sir Roger Jiwl''Ht 
117 (»n Witchcraft—Stnry of .Moll While Addism 
118 Sir Ri>ser's Kelleclioiia on the Widow 

—Ln»e Socnc Steele 
119 Bural Manners—Poltieness Aii-Ujon 

Sieele 

Addison 

Sleelt 

No. 
120 Instinct in Animals 
121 Thfi Sutject continued—Wisdom of 

Providence 
122 A Viait with Sir Roger to the Country 

Aaaizes 
123 Education of country *Squires—Story 

of Eudoiua and l^ontine 
m Use and Difficulties of Periodical Pa-

pers 
125 Mischiefs of party Spirit 
126 The Subject condnued—Sir Roger's 

Principles 
127 Letter on the Hoop-petticoat 
128 Difference of Temper in the Sejes— 

Female Levity 
129 Fashions in Dress -HOK imitated in 

ihe Country 
ISO Interview of the Spertator and Sir Ro-

^ r with a Gang of Cypsiefl 
131 Opinions entertained of ine Spectator 

in the Counti j—Leuer from Will 
Honeycomb . 

132 Scene in a Stage Coiich lietiveeD a 
Quaker and an Officer 

133 Oa Death-Reflect ions on the Death 
of a Friend 

134 Letter from a Splenctic cured—Letter 
and Petition on the Exercise of (be 
Fan 

135 Blesaine of being bom an Eoglishmati 
—The English Tongue Addison 

136 Letter froin a Da r Slede 
137 Condition of Servants—Lettera from 

Ralph Valet and Patience Giddy . 
138 Friiolnus Disputants—Exercise of the 

Snulf-lxix — ^ ^ 
139 The Love of Glory-Character of Pe-

ter the Gteat 
140 Letters on Love, Wit , Drinking, Gam-

ing, i x . 
Letter from Parthenia Miss Shepkerd 

141 Improprieties on the Stage SUek 
l^c .ash i re Witches Hufkes 

142 Love-letters to Andromache S l e ^ 
143 Complaints of Sickness—A cheerful 

Temper 
144 Female Beauty—Characters of various 

Beauties — 
145 Letters on Wagerers, Whistlers, rude 

old Bachelor—Male Dreas 
1 if PansaseA from Cicero and Burnet 
147 On reading die Church Service 
148 On Impertinents—WbisperetB—Let-

ters to (hem 
149 Letierfrom a Widow wiih(wo Lovers, 

and Answer 
150 InooDvenienres of Poverty—AfTecU-

lion of Slovenliness 
151 Character of a Man of Wit and Plea-

sure 
152 Sliliiary Courage 
IfiS Folly of Wishing to be Young 
154 Letter of Apology for a Man of Wit 

and Plctuure 
155 Impertinent Conversation to Women 

]n Buainesa 
156 Chflrsoterof Women's Men 
157 Improper .^lethnd of edocalini; youth 
159 Leliera censuring the Spectatiir—On 

Women's Mern-Good-bieeding 
159 Tlie Vision of Mirja 
360 On great and niinral Geniuses 
161 Letierand RertfH^Iiousoiirustic Amuse-

ments Eudgeil 
152 On Inconstantly and Irresolution A<UliK&n 
163 Di?appoinnncnt io Love—Letter from 

r^onora Mt»t Shepherd 
Consolation Addison 

Badgeil 

Sude 

Addison 
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No, 
164 Btory of Th<v5nn«ni5 "i"! CnnslaWia AiHisoa 
165 Imro-iucirin of French Ph/aae» in the 

Hialory of iho War—Specimeo in a 
I^.tier 

160 Durahilii* of Wfiiing—Anecdote of an 
Rlheisiinal Author 

167 Cssllc-buildinf—Letter from i C a « l e -
builder S t u U 

168 l e t t e r on the Severity of School-mas-
tera—On [m pertinents—Poachers — 

169 O n G o o d - i u U i r e . i s i h e E f l e e i o f C o n -
siiwuon Addvion 

i r o On Jealousy — 
171 S u ^ e n continued—Address to those 

who have jcaJoiis Hushanda 
172 Talents honourable only as they are 

use<) 
173 Account »f a grinning Match Addison 
171 Dispute OB landed and trading la-

lereal Stetk 
175 Chiracier of a Jezebel—Letter on BuUs 

—On Fashion BudfeB 
176 On Hcn-peckt Husbands S u e h 
177 Good*nature, as a Moral Virtue Addison 
178 Celinda'a Letter on Female Jealousy Steele 
179 Various Dispositions of Reader*—Ac-

count of a WliistUng-niatch—Yawn-
i n g Addison 

ISa Vjuiily of Lewis XlVih ' s Conquests 
Mr. H. Maiiyn 

181 Cruelty of Parents in the Affi ir of Mar-
riage Addison 

182 Letters on Seduction, from the Se-
ducer StftU 

383 On FaWe—Fable of Pleasnre and Pain Addixa 
i s i Account of a remarkable Sleeper • 
185 Zeal—various kinds of Zeilots 
186 On Infidelity 
187 Letter on the chatacter of Jilta S i f f l e 
188 T!i« Love of Applause 
189 Cruelly of Parents—Letter f r o m a Fa-

the r to his Son—Duty to Parents Adduoa 
190 Letter on the unhappy condition of 

W o m e n of the T o w n 
191 On the Whims of L o t t e ^ Advcnturets Ajldam 
192 Parental londnesa and Kitpectations— 

Consolation on the Death of a Pa-
rent Sewie 

193 Account of a great ManV I ^ v e e • 
194 Letters on an untoward Wife—Fickle 

Friend — — 
195 On Temperance Adduon 
196 On F-uiness—a Love Case SUeU 
197 Contentious C^inversaiion of Rentle-

men of the Long Robe—Adtice and 
Dispjtea Budgdl 

198 Chiractet of the Salnmaiidera—Stoiy 
of a Cistilian and his Wife AMtion 

J99 Letter on iSe mercenary Practices of 
M e a in the Choice of Wives SUrle 

200 PMiticsl Arithmetic—Kulca for Popu-
J u i o n Mr. H. Marlya 

2n i Devotion—Emhnsinstn AildiioR 
202 Folly of 'he Pride of Birth or Fortune 

let ters from Servants Steele 
203 On Seducers and their illicit P r o g e n j 

Letiec from a naioral Son Addison 
201 Letters from Belinda ti> the Snthides 

U. 10 his Coquette Mistress—to a 
Husband Steele 

205 Desciiption of a Female Pander—af-
fected Method of Pralm-singtng— 
E r r a t j m in the Paper on Drinking Addisim 

206 Modesty, Diffidence, Sel f^enia l S t f l f 
207 Notions oft l ie Heathens on Devotion Addism 
808 Deprived Taste on the T h e a t r e - l e t -

ters on Visiting—Seduction—from a 
Lover Sledc 

an) Siraonidcs's Satire on Women Ai i f twn 
810 Immortality nf lli« Soiil Hu/ihes 
211 Transmigration of Souls—LetWts on 

Simonidea's Satire on Women Addism 
212 Letter from a Hen-peckt Husband "le-

termined to be free StreU 
213 On habitual good intentions Ad/ham 
214 On Patrons and their Clients ^ f w 
215 Educa t ion -compi red to Sculpture AJdism 
216 Success of the Hen-pcckt Husband de-

termined to be free kleele 
217 Club of She-Romps—Letters on Inde-

l i c a c y - f r o m an old Maid—a Bee I M e d l 
218 Fame—Reputation—Credit ^ J f l f -
219 Qual i ty—Vani tyofHnnoutsant lTulea Adiiism 
2d) Keiection of an aged Lover Ster!^ 

False Wi t and Mechanic Poetry Uaehts 
Love—Saluutions Ste^ 

221 Use of Mottos—Love of I.itin among 
the common People—Signature Let-
lers Aadmm 

222 Inconsistencies of Men of Talents with 
respect to Economy Slf^le 

223 Account of Sappho 
Her Hymn to Venus Am. J'/iiilip* 

824 Universality of Ambi t ion - i t s wrong 
Directions Huches 

225 Discretion and Cunning Addism 
226 On Raphael 's Cartoons i'le^ 
227 l e t t e r on the Lover's Lean Addaon 
228 Inouisitive Disposition—Remedy for 

loud Talkers S ^ 
299 Fragment of Sappho AdOt^ 
230 Be nevole nt Disposiu 0 n—Letter of Phoy Hupha 

Plan of an Academy 
231 Letter on Baahfulness 

Reflertions on Modesty AildiSin 
232 Sir AndrewFreepor t ' sOpin ionofBeg-

ears Jlud^ea 
233 Hifctory of the Lover's Leap Adduon 
234 Good-natured Specie® ot Lies—Ac-

count of a Freethinker StrrU 
235 Account of the Trunkmaker in the 

Theatre Addism 
236 Letters on cruel Husbands—on impro-

per Behaviour at Church Sir'ele 
237 On the Ways of Providence Addurni 
233 On the Love of H a t t e r j - T r a n s l a t i o n 

from AristEnetus SlerU 
239 Varioiw Ways of Managing a Debate Addism 
240 Gralefu! Lettei on heroic Virtue— 

Country Breeding—Behaviour of a 
Beao at the Theatre Steele 

241 Letter on the Absence of Lovers—Re-
medies proposed Addam 

212 Letters on improper Behaviour in a 
Siage-Coacli—Story of a Ixittery 
Ticket—from the Guardian of two 
Nieces Stn!e 

243 On the Beauty and loveliness of Virtue Addism 
214 Letters on Raphael 's Cartoons—on Fe-

male Apes Slede 
245 Simplicity of Charac te r -Te t te r s on in-

nucent Diversions—Absent Lovers— 
from a T r o j a n Addism 

246 Mischief of Mothers not nursing their 
Children 

247 Different Classes of Female Orators Addison 
248 On Benelicence. with Examples .^/ffie 
243 l augh te r and Ridiculc 
250 On the eyes 

Complnint of Staiers 
251 Letter on the Cries of London 
252 Letters on the eye—Cure for a had 

flusband 
Female Oratory Hughes 

2J3 On Detraction among bad Poets— 
Pope's E i s j y on Criticism AdJism 

A'hlL'nn 
GtJdiitff 
SireU 
Addifon 
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Steele 

No. 
2,'>4 I^ i t r r frnm a Co^uelte to g new mar-

nod Lady, and Answer—Cate of 
Ln'o Sledc 

855 Ueeiof Ambition—FamcdilTioult lobe 
obtained AiAixrn 

^ •^bject-DisadTinlages of Ambition 
257 Ambition hunfuJ lo the hopes of Fu-

luri i j 
258 Letter on the Theatre—on a ma«ical 

Scheme 
250 On outward Civilities—Salutation at 

Church 
260 Letters from an old Bachelor—from 

Lovera 
S i ' Mamage AiUitcn 

V^W—lhe Spectator's Success—CauOon in 
Writing—announces his Criticism on 
Milton 

263 Letters on the relatire Duties of Pa-
rents and Children—between a Mo-
ther and Son SteAe 

2Gt Onl i r ing inapan icuhrWaj—Charac-
ter of Injs—Letters ftom Eslcotirt— 
from Sir Roger 

2G5 Female Head-dress-Wil l lloncy-
oc= Notions of it Aiiium. 
^ Blisenei of ProstiUjlion—Arts of Pro-

curesses SleAe 
pii icism on Paradise Lost Addum 
Lencra nn pulling the Nose Heymod 

On Choice in Marriage—from a 
heedless Gaiei-—On Ilooda on Ox-

Toas—on patching Sude 
io'l Visit from Sir Roger—his Opinioas on 

various Matters AdSson 
270 Eeflcciioas on the Characters in the 

Sfomful Lady Steele 
271 Letters from TomTrippit, complaining 

of a Greek Quotation—soliciting a 

No. 

I eep at Sir Roger from a Showman AddUm 
r . i Letters from Clesmhes on a raischief-

making old Maid—from E. G. on 
Kissing—hoods StrrU 

273 Cnucism on IVadise Lost AMiion 
274 On Seducet^—Procuresses Letter 

from one iSVpcZs 
J " f c t i o n nf a Beau's Head Addison 

S'O Letters on Delicacy in the Censure of 
*'ces—from an affected Lady—a 
k«p« Mistress—* Quaker Steele 

Zn Kemarks and Lcuers on French 
Fashions Budgdl 

278 LettenfromaShopkeeperonhisWife 'g 
(ireek—Private JIarriage—Musical 
Plan Slerk 

279 Criticiim on Paradise Lost Addison 
'SO On the Dcsuie of pleasing—Cliaracter 

of Polyeaiyag Slede 
^ Dissection of'a CoqueueVHeart AddUm 
232 F s b e Hopes—decorating Churches 

with E t e r g w n s S l e ^ 
2R3 On the Art oTglowing rich Eudgdl 

Affectation of Negligence—of Busi-
nes»—Letter from the Parish Clerk 
on Evergreens Slerle 

285 Criticifim on Parndise Lost AJditm 
236 Falsa Delicacy—Defence of the Spec-

tator's Censure of Public Vices— 
Vulincncn 

287 On the Civil Constitution of Great Bri-
tain Addison 

288 Description of Male Jilts Steele 
l e t t e r from an Author turned Denier MnlteiLi 

2fi3 UeflectiouB on liills of Mortality—Sto-
ry o f a Dervisc 

290 Tragedy of the Dinrctsed M o t h e r -
I-cttcr from Sophia in lovo with a 
short f ice s i n U 

2yi Criticism on Paradise Lost AiJaoTt 
292 On the Art of bestowing F a v o u r s -

Letter from Pliny—Letter from a 
poor and proud Jeiebel l /sisot™ 

21)3 Conneiion betwixt Prudence and good 
Fotlune—Fable of a Drop in the 

^ , Ocean Addam 
2t« On want of Charity in the W e a l t h y -

Chinty Schools Steele 
295 Letter on Pin-Money—Reflections on 

that Custom AiUtnm 
296 Letters on Greek Mottos—The Use of 

the Window—soliciting Advice 
Lampoons—Good Manners—Dane-
ing Stede 

297 Criticism on Paradise Lost Adduon 
298 Letter on the general Notion Men have 

o f t h e Fair Sex SteeU 
2y j Letter from Sir John Eniil , married to 

a Woman of Quality Additm 
300 Indelicate Convecsati on—Conre tsation 

with the Fair Sex—InconsUney of 
Fsiendship—Criticism Stede 

301 Letter to Chloe from her Lover, with 
an Account of his Dreams Sudgell 

302 Character of Emilia Dr. Bnme 
303 Criticism on Paradise Lost Additua 
304 Letter from a silent Lover—Petition of 

Anthony Titlepage—of Bartholomew 
Lidy-love Slede 

305 Project of the new French Political 
T Academy Addison 

•wo Letter from a Beauty destroyed by the 
Small Pox I l u g h a 
Consolation offered SlcM 

307 On the Education of Children UudgcO 
308 On the better regulating of M a t c h e s -

Tradesman married to a Woman of 
Quality—On the Historians, i c . Slirle 

309 Criticism on Paradise I ^ t AU'lisox 
310 Letters ftom various Lovers—on Tale-

bearers-Petition from the Rcadtre 
of tho S ^ c t a t o r Steele 

311 Letter on Fonune-stealere Iluskes 
Remarks on them—on Widows Ajldisott 

312 On Sorrow—Powerof bearing Calami-
tics—Letter on the Prayers of Cler-
gymen before Sermon Slcde 

313 Comparative Advantages of public and 
private Educalion BudgtM 

314 Letters from a Lover, and Answer 
from John Trott on his Gouttship 
Qualification of a Poet—Encoring in 
the TTieatres—Female Education Strrle 

315 Criticism oa Paradise Lost Addison 
316 Letters on Idleness—From a Ixivcr Unknown 
317 On Waste of Time—Journal of a CiU-

^en Aditimn 
318 Amours of Escalus. an old Beau SUeie 
319 Letters from DoKnda, cocnplaining of 

the Spectator's Partiality—From a 
Man of Fashion Dad"cU 

320 Court of Inquisition on Maids and Ba- ' 
chelors—Letter from an Idler StteU 

331 Criticism on Paradise Lost Addison 
322 Lettetfrom Ocuvia, complaining o f the 

Ingratitude of her Husband Strelf 
323 Clannda'sJournal o f a week Addison 
324 Account of tho Mohock Club—Letters 

from a Countryman to his Mistress Ste^e 
325 Oa Looking-glasses—Passage from 

Wilton Budgdl 
326 Letter on Fortune-hunters—Hints lo a 

lover—Causesofiongingin Women St^e 
327 Criticism on Parndise Lost Addison 
328 I ^ t e r from a h'isbaiid likoly lo he 

ruined by hia Wife's Accornplicli-
mcnts 
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No. 
328* Correapomlpnce of Gabriel Bullock 

und MPS. M. Ciark Stale 
32P Visit wilh Sir Rozer de Covcrlcj to 

W««miiistcP Ahhey Ajlauon 
330 Lcilers on Ihe Education of Youth ^'Kefc 
331 Dissertation on B«ards BudjieU 
332 Account of the Sweaters—Lettcrfroui 

three ihrilly Ladies Steele 
333 Criticism on Paradise Lost Addism 
331 On Dancing 

Letter on the same sul^ect Wanxr 
335 Sir Roger de CoTcrlcy at the Theatre Additon 
336 On the unaceonunodaling Disposition 

of old men—Impertinence of Shop-
ping SleeU 

337 Tetter on Educalion Budgdl 
338 Letter complaining of a merry Pro-

logue 10 a deep Tragedy Steefe 
339 Criticism on Pandise Lost Addison 
340 Character of Prince Eugene Steele 
3*1 Letter in Defence of Merry Epilogues BudgeU 
312 Story of Hortensius and Sylvana Sleeie 
313 Transmigratioii of Souls—Letter from 

a Monkey AdAiam 
311 Epicure Mammon's Letter on eating— 

On Women taking Snuff Stede 
315 Criticism on Paradise Lost Addison 
316 On true I-iberalily Suele 
317 Ofthe Mohocks—Manifesto of t i e Em-

peror BudgM 
31S Letter on Detraction Slerle 
319 Consolation and I n t r n ^ t y ia Death Addism 
350 Cruelty of a Frencn Captain—Re-

fiectinns on Courage without Hu-
manity Steele 

3.51 Criticism on Paradise Lost AddiSon 
354 On early Wickedness—Extract from 

Tilloison's Sermons 
353 Letter on Education BudgeU 
351 Character ofiDerotee—Impudent Be-

ha»iour of People in the streets S t e ^ 
355 Use to be made of Enemies Addam 
356 Contemplation o f t heCha r twe r of oui 

SavioM 
357 Criticism on Pat»di»e Lost Addaon 
353 Proper Ingredients of Festmty and 

Mirth S l e ^ 
359 History of Will Honeycomb's Amours Btidgett 
860 On Propriety in genteel Dress Steele 
361 Letter on Cat-calls—History «f them Addison 
362 Letters in Commendation of Brook 

and Hellier'e Wine—from a Scholar 
in Lore Steele 

363 Criticism on Paradise Lost Addison 
364 Letter on Travelling Earl nf Hardinck 

From a new-married Couple—from 
a Pmde SteeU 

3C5 Dangerous Influence of the Month of 
I f t y Budgdl 

366 Inconsistencies in Love—Thoughts -
Translation of a Lapland Love-song 
—on a Chambermaid's Perquisites Sleth 

367 Various AdTantagcs of the Spectator 
—E^ipcr—Printing Addixon 

365 Account of the Death of Madam de 
Villacerfe Sifek 

S6P Criticism on Paradise Lo&t Addison 
37(1 On the Staje—D.tticing recommended Sleds 
271 Humorous Way of sorting Cotnpanies 

—for Mirth—for nseful Purposes Addison 
372 Letters ill Commentlation of Powell, 

the Puppet-show Man—Club of Pa. 
rish CIcrki—Lawyer's Club Stetle 

373 On Modesty and Assurance BudgeU 
374 On the proper Use of Time—Frag-

ments from Cssar Steele 
Wiftory of Amnnda 

370 Letters on a I'^iTEnciship between a 

SIrfle 
Adiiijim 
Pope 

Bitdgell 

SlerU 
Addison 

Steele 

Addison 

Steele 
Addison 

' Steele 

BudgeU 

SleeiU 

No. 
Goose an<l a Watchman—from 
Schoolmiatrees on Dancing 

377 Bill of Jlortality of Ixivers 
379 The Messiah, a Sacred Eclogue 
379 Duty of Commnn-cattng Knowledge -

Objections answered—Koaierucius s 
Sepulchre 

380 Letters, requesting Advice tn a Case ot 
LoTe—On improper Behaviour at 
Church—Coquetish Milk Maid—Vir-
tue of an Orange Girl—St. Brides 
Charity School 

381 Cheerfulness preferable to Mirth 
332 On the Frank Acknowledgment o! 

Faulu ^ . 
383 Sir Roger de Coverley's Visit to bpntig 

Gardens , . „ ^ 
331 The Bishop of St. Asaph's Preface to 

his Sermons ^ ' J ' T f , 
385 Essay on Friendship iSurtgea 
386 On an obsequious Behaviour—Chartic-

ter of Acasto—Art of being agreeable 
in Company 

387 Motives to C'neerfulness 
388 Poetical Version of Solomon's Song, 

Chapter Second 
389 Account of an Atheistical Book—On 

Atheists in general 
390 On the proper Method of repelling Ca-

lumny . , -
391 Heathen Fables on Prayers—Vanity of 

human Wishes AddisoB 
392 TraasformationofFidcl iaintoa Look-

ine-GIasg 
393 Rel&tions on the Delights of Spring Adduon 
394 On the iiule Arts of making Interest 

with Men in Power SteeU 
395 Dangers of the Momh of-May escaped B ^ U 
390 Ut t e r on Punning Oraler He^y 
397 On Compassion—Ann Boleyn s liCtter Aalison 
390 Amours of Cynthia and Flavia SteeU 
399 Hypocrisy, various kiddsof it Addison 
400 Aru of Courtship—Caulion to the Fair 

Sex 
401 Correspondence between Amoret, a 

Jilt, and Philander 
402 Letters from Silvia, complaining of an 

unnatural Mother—From a married 
Man in Love with his Ward—Con-
cerning a profligate Lover^Unduti-
fulness of Nephews 

403 Speculations of Coflee-hoase Politi-
cians on the Death of the King of 
France 

401 On themisapplicationofNature'sGiftsl/ninoini 
405 On the Improvement of Sacred Masio Addiaoa 
406 Letters on the Joys and Satij&etions 

nf private Life—Translation of a 
Upland S o n g ^ Steele 

407 Character of English Oratory—Use of 
proper Gestures Addison 

408 On the Study of Human Nature—the 
Passions Unknown 

Stede 

Budgili 

SteeU 

AdJison 

409 Characteristics of Tasto 
410 Adventures of Sir Roger de Coverlcy 

wilh a Woman of the Town—Trans-
lation o f a Chapter in Canticles 
and probably 

411—121 Essays on the Pleasures of the 
Imagination 

422 On liaillery—Characters of Callis-
thenes, Acetus, and Minutius 

423 Advice to Glonani, respecting the studi-
ed Addresses of Strephon and Damon 

424 On Eood Humour—the Country Intir-
mory 

425 Deautius of the Evening—Viciaitudos 
of Night aud Day, a Drama 

Addison 

Slerle 
Tickdl 

A'ldison 

Steele 

V:ilaunm 
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Sted£ 

AidiiGn 

Slide 

426 Slory of Basil 11 us Valentine and hl< 

4S7 The Lo»e of Dcfamalinn 
428 Varioiu aubjceta propoaed for Specula* 

tion 
429 Infirmary for ill-hnmcrared People— 

I^Iemonals presented 
430 Increase of Brggsrs-^Imposton—im-

proper Freedoms of married People 
431 NeeliceDce of Parents—loiters of 

Ricliird and Sabina Rentfree 
432 On Prqudice and Emulation—b nilky 

Wife—April-da/ Jert 
433 Advaolagea of the Sexei SBsocialiog— 

History of a uiale Republic 
434 Hi«torj of a female RepuWie 
435 Female Drees—Mii tureof theSeies in 

one Person—Femaie Equestriaiu 
43fi A Visit 10 Ibe Bear Garden 
437 Character «f Sempronia, > Mitch-

maker—Leiter on Baked Shoulders 
433 On a passionate Temper—(he angry 

Rookseller and calm Customer 
4351 The Manners of Courts—The S p j aad 

the Cardinal AiUfrm 
440 Proceedings of the Intrmaiy for ill-

humoured People 
441 Happiness of Uepondaace on the 8u> 

prerae Being 
443 The Author's Address lo his C o r m -

pondents—Thetis proposed 
443 let ters from an English Singer at Ve-

nice—Advice to the trading World 
—on Rudeness 

444 On Quack Adventsetnents 
445 Un the new S t ^ p — S u c c e s s of the 

Spectator 
446 Degeneracy of the S ta te 
447 IsAuence of Cuatom—3Uorsl dedaced 

from rt 
448 Go breach of Promises—coming late 

to Dinner—Quarrel between Will 
T n p and Stint 

449 Filial Piety of Fidelia—oB the CoUa. 
sion of GladiaCora 

450 Letter on the Effects of tbe Lore of 
Money 

451 On Defiraatory Publications 
452 On Neira-wnters and Rcaden Speci-

men of a ffewspaper 
453 On pious Gratitude—Poem on il 
4&4 Advantagesofbeingaoeaiilypleased— 

different Characters, io » Tour 
through the Helropolig 

4d9 Letlera on Education—from the Hus-
band of a Scold—00 Money—the 
use of Similes 

456 Miseries of l>eb( and Buikiupicy— 
Letter from a Bankrupt and Answer 

SU^ 

Addam 

Sle^ 

Slede 

457 Proposa l fo raNewspapcro fWt i spe r s Additm 
45S On true and false Modeatr 

Panell 

Sode 
IValis 

Sleds 

lesty 
459 On religious Faith and Pcuctiee 
46(1 Paradise of Fools, a Vision 

Letter on Bowing and Curtesy ing 
at Church 

461 Version of the CXIVth Psalm 
Complimenlary Letter to the Spec-
tator 

462 On pleasant Fellows Pleasant Cha-
racter of Charles II. 

463 Weight of Wisdom and Riches, a 
Vision 

464 Modiocrity of Fortune to be preferred 
466 Means of strcnBtbening Faith 
466 On tbe Advantages of Dancing 
467 Oo tlie Lo»e of Prjisc—Charaotor of 

Manilius H u g h a 
IC8 D e u b u d C h a r u c l e i o f D i c k Eastcoun S t ^ 

Stedt 

Pfn. 
469 On BenMolenre in official Siluatinns Addiioji 
470 Criticism—ypecimen of Tarioos Head-

ines 
471 On Religious Hope 
472 Proposal that tbe rich Sick should as-

sist the poor—en the LfiM of Sight Sude 
473 Ledera on Affectation of Ignorance— 

from a Poetical Lover—Specimea 
of the Familiar ' 

474 Letter complaininj; of Country Man-
ners and ConTersation—Dumb Con-
juror -I 

475 On asking Adrice in Affairs of Lore Additon 
476 Oo Method in Writing and Conversa-

t ion—Characters o f T o m Puzzle and 
Will Dry 

477 Letter on Gardening - -
478 Proposal for a Repository of Fashions Sttde 
479 Causes of Unhappiness io the married 

Life -
480 Letters from a cotintry Gentleman to 

Pharamond 
From a Lawyer's Clerk Harper 

481 OrHnions on the Dispute between 
Count Recbteren and fli. Mesnaqer Addison 

482 Letters from Hen-peckt Husbands— 
from a Woman Darned to a Cot-
qaean 

483 On attnbuting our Neighbour's Misfor-
tunes to Judgments —•—•— 

Letter and Reflections on Modesty SueU 
485 On the poirer of insign]6cant Objects 

—Character of a Templar in LOT^— 
Equestrian Lady • 

486 Letter on Hen-peckt Keepers — 
487 Essay on Dreams Additm 
488 On ilie Price and Success of tbe Spec-

tator 
Epigram on the same Taie 

489 Meditacioos on the Wonders of the 
Deep, with a Hymn Addison 

490 On Mairiaee—excessive Fondnees Sleda 
491 Story of Rhynsaalt and Sapphira • 
49*.̂  AdvaDtag;ea of Levity over grave Be-

haviour in young l l d i e s 
493 On fpving Characters of Servants 

—Letter from Horace to Claudius 
« e r o 

494 On Beli^ous Melancholy 
495 On the Number, Dispersion, and Re-

ligion of the Jews 
496 Letters on the conduct of gay and 

foppish Fathers—on Swinging 
497 OnbMowing Favourson tbe deserving 

—Anecdote of a Portuguese Minister 
of Pope Leo X. 

436 Letter on young Templars turning 
Hackoey-coachman 

499 Will Honeycomb's Account of tbe 
Siege of Hersberg, and his Dream 

500 Defence and Happiness of a married 
U f e 

501 E^tience,ao Allegory 
502 On the Taste of a Roman and EugUtb 

theatrical Audience 
503 Ralph Wonder's Account of the Phan-

tom at Churcb i — 
504 Sutfltitutesfor Conversation—Trick of 

Biting • — 
505 On Conjurers and Revealers ofDreams Addison 
506 Reflections on Errors in Marriafie— 

Chancte is of Erastus, Letilia, Taw-
dry, and Flavilla Bvdffdl 

507 On Party Lies Addum 
508 Description of a Tavern-tyrant—Com-

plaint against a Coxcomb Slede 
509 On abuses ai the Royal E i cha igc— 

Maxima of Thrift 

Addisoit 

Slede 

Addison 

' Stak 
Pamdl 

Slede 
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Ko. 
510 On the irrCBisliHe Power of B<?aiKy Sictk 
511 Will Honeycomb's Proposal (if a Fair 

for Marriage—Silo of tiomarricd 
Women Aidinon 

512 On Giving Adrice 
513 Mediution on Deaih, a I l j m n 
514 Vifiiou of Mount Parnaasus Steele 
515 Letlera from a Town Coquette to her 

Friend, end Answer ——— 
516 On Persecution—Character of William 

III. 
517 Death of Sit Roger de Coverley Additm 
518 Letters on Epiiapha Sltle 

Uni»er«ity Physiognomy Oraior Henky 
519 Meditation on Animal l i f e Additm 
520 On the Death of a beloved Wife Fnmcham 
531 On the Uncertaintj and Abeardity of 

public Reports Steele 
532 Advice co Ladies on Marriago 
623 Poetry too often mixed with Mythology 

—bdici on that Subject Aiditm 
524 0nVij ioDa Su^ 

Viiions of worldly and heavenly 
Wiadom Dunlop and ^foHtgomery 

525 Succeu of Che Spectators—on Marriage 
—Letter of Pliny to Hispulla Hughes 

536 On Templars turainfr Hackney-coach' 
iDen—Commusjoa to Mr. John Sly Steele 

527 Letter on a Jealous Huabani 
From a laaguiahing Lover Pope 

528 Complunts of Rachel Well-a^day 
aguiui the young Men of the Age S t e ^ 

529 Rules of Precedency aiDoag Authors 
and Actors Addison 

530 Account of ihe Marriage of Will Ho-
neycomb I 

531 On cbe Idea of the Supreme Being 
533 T h e Author's Success in prMUC-

ing meritorious Wr i t ings—Adr^ ' s 
Verses Steele 

Verses to the Spectator TUirU 
Letter C-oic Mr. Sly on Hata Slede 

533 Letters on Fsieau forcing the Incli-
nations of ihsir Children—On Rude-
ness and Impudence 

534 Letters from aipoilt rich Beanty—Dap-
perwit's Question—from a Grocer in 
Love—from an Idol—a Minute from 
Mr. Sly 

535 On rain Hopes of temporal Ot^cels— 
Story of Alnascbar Addison 

536 T h e Author's Interview with a Lady 
—her Letter on proper Employment 
for Beau—Character of a Shoeing-
H o m 

On the Dignity of Human Nature 
538 On Eitiavagince in Story-telling— 

Epitaph m Faiicra^ Church-yard 
539 T h e Intentions of a Widow lespeciing 

her Suitors 
On Delay in Marriage 
On a C l e i T ^ a n spoilijig one of Til 

lotson's Mrmons 
540 Letter on the Merits of Spenser 
541 On PronuDciatioQ and Aetion 
54S Critkiams on the Spectator—Letter on 

the Decay of the Cluh Addison 
543 Meditatioa on the Frame of the Human 

Body 
544 Letter from Captain Sentry on the 

Character of Sir R r ^ r de Coverley, 
and on his own Situation Steele 

545 Letter from the Emperor of China to 
the Pope—Note from Mr. Sly _ 

546 On Dishonest Dealing—Gibber's He-
roic Daughter—Letter on a ge-
nerous Benefactor Steele 

547 Cures performed by tha Spectator AjUisoK 
2 

Hughes 

Aildison 

Steele 
BudgeU 

Hughes 

No. 
518 l e t t e r on Poetical Justice Unknown 
549 On Ko!uci;ince to l e i r e t h e W o r l d -

Loiter from Sir Andrew Freeport on 
his retiring Addison 

550 IVoposal for a new Club 
551 Translation nfCireek Epigrams—Letter 

on Law-pliraaes Unhiovrt 
Recommendations of indiisiiions 

Tradesmen —Motte j x — H a n i s — 
Rowley—Proposals for New Globes SCede 

553 On tho Spectator's openiog his Mouth 
—Commendations of him AdtHson 

Letter from Oxford Correspondents Unhimm 
5M On the Improvement of Genius H u g i e t 
555 Farewell Paper and AckBowlodgmenIa 

of Assistance—Letter from the Aca-
demy of Painting Steele 

556 Account of the Spectator opening his 
Mouth Addison 

557 On Conversation—Letter hy the Am-
bassador of Bantam — — 

558 Endeavours of Mankind to get rid of 
their BurdenSf a Urcam • 

559 The same concluded — — 
560 Letters, from the Dumb Doctor—from 

a pert Baggage—on the Author's re-
covering his S p ^ c h Vninovin 

561 Account of the Widow's Club Addison 
562 On Egotism—Retailers of old Jokes 

Letters, from a Blank—complaiiiing of 
a choleric Gentleman Uninoicn 

5C4 On Making a jnst Estimate o f the Cha-
racters of Mankind • 

5C5 On the Nature of Man—of the Supreme 
Being Addison 

566 Letters on miliury Life by vsrious 
Soldien I'niiiouFn 

567 Method of political Writers affccting 
Secrecy; S»c imcn Addison 

568 Cofiee-house Convnrsation on the pro-
ceding Paper—The Whole Duty of 

Man turned into a Libel 
569 On Diunienness , 
570 On petty Ambition fnibioim 
571 Advantages of s e e k i ^ the Protection 

of the Supremo Being Addison 
572 On Qnacks feane 
573 Letter from the President of the Club 

of Widows Vulmnim 
574 Advantages of Content Addison 
575 The present Lile preparatory to the 

ilappiness of Eternity • —• 
576 On Singularity; the Dread and Affec-

tation of it -
577 Letter from a Person supposed to be 

crazed^I^ti t ion of John-a-nokes and 
Tom-a-stylea Vnhtoim 

578 On persona! Identity—Story of Fad-
lallah 

579 On Adultery—Dogs which guarded tho 
Temple of Vulcan Addism 

SaO On the Glories of Heaven — 
581 The Author's Answer to hia Cmtos-

pondents—Letters from a Lover and 
young Lady UnJtntwn 

.582 On tho Itch of Writing Addison 
533 Dutv of being usefully employed—on 

Plantit^t — 
5S1 Story of HQpa 
585 HiQ same conchidcd 
586 The Use of Dreams livrom 
587 The Vision of Harts Unkaovm 
588 On Self-love and Benevolence Grow 
589 On Hinting—Folly of dostroymg 

Wood Vnknovm 
590 On EtPtnity Addison 
5J1 Questions and Cases of Love (/HATIOIIIK 

Dramatic Improvenistus—Criticisms Addisun 
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Btirom 
Vnknovm 

593 On Dream8» how to be unproved 
504 On Calumny 
59d On ihe A t ^ of M^iaphore 
&9G Disfrexsei o f i Tery amorous Geiiilcman • 
597 Tlje Dreanii ofTarinus Correspondenra — 
698 On a m c r r j aiwJ aerious Ca«t o r r e m p e r Addison 
599 The CaTe of Trophooiusf a Dream Unkfwwn 
600 Various Opiniona of future Happiness A i i L o n 
601 On BeoeTolence—CauACfl wbicb oth 

atract it Grove 
602 Advaoca^ of ao Air of Importaoce 

to making Lo?o Vvhtovn 
603 Ph<Bbe» a Poem B v n m 
604 O n a De«re o fbnowicgfu ture ETents Unhwwn 
606 A difficult Case in Love reeotvod 
606 Rmtiroiderj rocommeoded totheladiea 
607 Quaiitiea Decesaa^ to make Marriage 

b a p p j ^ T h e FJiich of Bacon Unknotm 
GOd Iiiat 01 Persons wbo demanded thd 

Flitch of Bacon 
609 LeRflra on the improperDrenofyouTi ' ' 

C t e ^ m e n — O n aaupac lues^ga ina l 
Emb^idory 

610 Applauso of men not to be reg;arddd— 
iHory of G y ^ s 

611 Letter f rom a Lady insulted by her S ^ 
diicer—Reflectiooa oo the Subject 

61 i On the Pride of Gene&loer 
613 Letters on Ambition—Eloquonco of 

B c g n r w f r o c a a Lady oiarked br the 
Small Pox 

611 Qiiestiooa OQ Widows, answered tbe 
Lore Casuist—Custora of Eobomo 

615 On Frar Unknoum 
filft On Vulgar Phnsoja—SprHjImon 
617 On strainrd and porapoua l^hra^ec— 

Specimen • 
618 On cpiatoJary Poetry _ 
^19 Answers lo various Correapondeats 
620 l^he Uoyal Progress, a Poem TickeU 
6:^1 On improper Pride Vnknotcn 
622 Memoirs of an honeat country GenUe> 

man - . 
623 Account of the Custom o f E n b o r n e — 
621 Division of Mankind into CJassea— 

Pursuits of A?arice. Ambition, • — 
625 Questions in Love aolred by tbe L o t e 

Casuist 
626 On Novelty Grove 
( f ^ Letter to Zelinda, from her Lover—his 

Death Unknown 
628 On Eternity 

Traas!:iiion of Cato*s Soliloquy 
620 Absurd Ck ims of Reward V'tknown 
630 Church Music recommended^Impro* 

per beh<iviour in Cburch , 
631 On Cleanlioefia 
632 Power of Numbers—Grotto*work 

Versos on a Grotto Unhtoun 
633 Oq Oratory-^Advaata^s from Chris-

tianity Pearce 
631 On auning at Perfbciion UnkTiown 
636 Eolarmmcoc of the Powers of the 

iUiod LQ a future St^Oe Grove 
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ORIGINAL DEDICATIONS. 

VOLUME T H E F I R S T . u p V ^ R O T E C A 

M A D B I O 

T O J O H N L O R D S O M E R S , B A R O N O F E V E S H A M . 

My Lard, 
i SHOULD not act the part of an impartial 

Spectator, if I dedicated the following pa-
pers to one who is not of the most consum-
mate and most acknowledged m e r i t 

None but a person of a finished character 
can be a proper patron of a work, which 
endeavours to cultivate and polish human 
life by promoting virtue and knowled^ , 
and by recommending whatsoever may h e 
either useful or ornamental to society. 

I know that the homage I now pay you, 
is ofltring a kind of violence to one who is 
as soljcitous to shun applause, as he is as-
siduous to desci-ve it. But, my lord, this is 
perhaps the only particular in which your 
prudence will be always disappointed. 

W h i e justice, caniour, equanimity, a 
zeal for the good of your coun ty , and the 
most persuasive eloquence in bringing over 
others to it, are valuable disUnctitms, you 
are not to expect that the public will so f s r 
comply with your inclinations, as to forbear 
celebrating such extraordinary qualities. I t 
is in vain that you have endeavo»ired to 
conceal your share of merit in the many 
rational services which you have effected. 
Do what yi)U will, the present age will be 
t-Uking your rirtues, though posterity 
alone will do them justice. 

Other men pass through oppositions and 
contending interests in the ways of ambi-
tion; but your great abilities have been in-
vite<l to power, and importuned to accept 
of advancement. Nor is it strange that this 
should happen to your lordship, who could 
bring into the service of your sovereign the 
arts and policies of ancient Greece and 
Rome; as well as the most exact knowledge 
of our own constitution in particular, and of 

the interests of Europe in general; to wliicli 
1 niust also add, a ceitain dignity in yourself, 
thHt (to say the least of it) has been always 
equal to tliosc great honours which have 
been conferred upon you. 

I t is very well known how much the 
church owed to you in the most dangerous 
day it ever saw, that of the arraignment of 
its prelates;* and how far the civil power, 
in the late and present reign, has been 
indebted to your counsels and wisdom. 

But to enumerate tl\e great advantages 
which the public has received from yiiur 
administration, would be a more proper 
work for a lilstory, than for an addi-ess of 
tiiis nature. 

Your l o r d ^ i p appears as great m your 
pri\-ate life, as in the moat important offices 
which you have bome. 1 woifld, therefore, 
rather choose to speak of the pleasure you 
afford all who are admitted to your con-
versation, of your elegant taste m all the 
polite arts, of leanjing, of your great hu-
manity and complaroicy of manners, and 
of the suiprising influence which is peculiar 
to you, in making every one who converses 
with ^'our lonlship prefer you to himself, 
without thinking the less meanly of his own 
talents. But if I should take notice of all 
that might be observed in your lordship, I 
should have nothing new to say ujxm any 
other character of distinction, t am, 

MY LORD, 
Your Lordship's most devoted, 

Most obedient humble servant, 
T H E S P E C T A T O K . 

• He waa one of tbe counsel for ibe seten bishofn ira. 
peached in ISdtl. 

VOLU-HE T H E SECOND. 

T O C H A R L E i 5 L O R D H A L I F A X . 

Afi/ Zorfi, 
SiMii/iTUDE of manners and studios is 

usiially nientioncil as one of the strongest 
motives to iifFcction and esteem: but tlie 

pasannatc vcneraticn I have for your lord-
ship, I tJiink, flows fi«m an admiration of 
qualities in you, f.f which, in the whole 
course of these papers, I have acknow-
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ledgtnl myself incapable. While I busy 
myself as a stranger upon earth, and can 
pretend to no uther thaii being a looker-on, 
you are conspicuous in the busy and polite 
world; both in the world of men, and that 
of letters. Whi le I a;n silent and u n i i -
scrved in public meetings, you arc admired 
by all tliat approach you, as tlie life and 
genius of the conversation. W h a t a happy 
conjunction of different talents meets in him 
whose whole discourse is at wice animated 
by the strength and force of reason, and 
adorned with all the graces and embellish-
ments of wit! W h e n learning irrJi iates 
common life, it is then ui its highest use and 
perfection; and it is to such as vour lord-
ship, that t he sciences owe tlie esteem 
which they have with the active par t of 
mankind. Knowledge of books in recluse 
men, is like that sort cf lantern which 
hides him who carries it, and serves t)nly 
to pass through secret and gloomj' paths of 

his own; but in the posses.sion of a man of 
business, it is as a torch in the hand of one 
who is willing and able to show those who 
were bewildered, the way which leads to 
their prosperity and welfare. A generous 
concern for yinir country, and a pasaon for 
every thing which is truly gi-cat and noble, 
are what actuate aU your life and actions; 
and I hope you will forgive me when I have 
an ambition this book may be placed in the 
library of so good a judge of what is valua-
ble; in that library wfiere the;- choice is 
such, that it will not be a dispairagement to 
be the meanest author in i t Foreive me, 
mv lord, for taking this occaaon <S telling 
all the world how ardently I love and ho-
nour you; and that I am, with the utmost 
gratotude for all your favours, 

MT LORD, 
Your Lordship's most obliged, most obe-

dient, and most humble servant, 
T H E S P E C T A T O R . 

V O t l ' M E T H E T H I R D . 

T O T H E R I G H T H O N . H E N R Y B O Y L E . * 

Sir, 1712. 
As the professed design of this work is to 

entertain its readers in general, without 
giving offence to any particular person, it 
woula be difficult to find oat so proper a 
patron for it as yourself, there being tione 
whose merit is more universally adtnow-
ledged by all parties, and who has made 
himself more friends, and fewer enemies. 
Your g t ^ t abilities and unquestioned in-
tegrity, in Jhose high employments which 
you Mve passed through,' would not have 
been able to have raised you this general 
approbation, had they not been accom-
panied with that moderation in a high for-
tune, and tha t affability of manners, wliicb 
are so conspicuous through all parts of your 

• Younsesl son of ChariM Lord aif lbrt . He MM 
eteated Baron Cbarleton, in 1714; butdyio;, unionrried, 
in 1733, the lUle i1i«<j «ilb tiim. 

t He wts several fears secretary of state durioc Ihe 
cei;a of (iueeii Anne. 

life. Your aversion to any ostentatious arts 
of setting to show those great services which 
yon have done the public, has not likewise a 
little contributed to that universal acknow-
ledgment which is p d d you by your coun-
try. 

T h e consideration of this par t of your 
character, is that which hinders me from 
enlarging on those extraordinary talents 
which have given you so great a figure in 
the British senate, as well as in that ele-
gance and politeness which appear in your 
more retired conversation. I should be un-
pardonable if, after what I have said, I 
should longer detain you with an address of 
this nature: I cannot, however, conclude it, 
without acknowledging those great obliga-
tions which you have laid upon, 

SIR, 
Vour most obedient humble servant, 

T H E S P E C T A T O R . 

TOLUME T H E F O U R T H . 

T O T H E D U K E O F M A R L B O R O U G H . 

Mv Lord, i r i 2 -
As it is natural to have a fondness for 

what has cost us much time and attention 
to produce, I hope your grtwe will forgive 
my endeavour to preserve this work from 
oblivion by affixing to it your memorable 
name. 

I shall not here presume to mention tlie 
illustrious passages of your life, which are 
celebrated by the whole age, and have been 
the subject cf the most sublime pens; but if 
I could convey you to posterity in your pri-
vate character, and describe the stature, 
the behaviour, and asficct, of the Duke of 
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MaribotniiRh, I question not but it would 
fill the reader with more agreeable images, 
and give him a more delightful entertain-
ment than what can be foun4 m the M o w -
ing or any other bnok. 

One cannot indeed without offence to 
yourself observe, that you excel the rest of 
mankind in the least, as well as t he greatest 
endowments. Nor were it a circumstance 
to be mentioned, if the graces and attrac-
tirais rf your person were not the only pre-
eminence have above others, wliich is 
left almostunobserved hy g r a t e r writers. 

Yet how p k a a n g would it be to those 
who shall r e ^ the surpridng revolutions in 
your story, to be maiie a c q u ^ t e d with 
your ordinary life and deportment! How 
pleasing would it be to hear tha t the same 
man, who carried fire and sword b t o the 
countries of d l that had opposed the cause 
of liberty, and struck a terror into the 
armies of France, had, in the midst of his 
high station, a behaviour as gentle as is 
usual in the first steps towards greatness! 
And if it were possible to express that easy 
grandeur, whicr I did at once persuade and 
command, it would appear as cleaily to 
those to come, as it does to his contempora-
ries, that all the great events which were 
brought to pass under the conduct of so 
well-governed a spirit, were the blesangs 
of heaven upon wisdom and valour; and all 
which seem adverse, fell out by divine per-
mission, which we are not to search into. 

You have pissed tha t year of life wherein 

the most able and tortunate captain before 
yourtime.declaredhe had livedlong enough 
both to nature and to glory; and your grace 
may make that reflection with much more 
justice. H e spoke it after he had arrived 
at empire by an usurpation u ] ^ those 
whom he had enslaved: but the Prince of 
Nindelheim* mav reicace in a sovere i^ ty 
which was the gift of him whose domimons 
h e had preserved. ^ 

Glory esUblished upon the unmterruptcil 
success of honourable designs and actions, 
is not subject to diminution; nor can any 
attempts prevail against it, but in the pro-
portion which the naiTow circuit of rumour 
bears to die unlimited extent of fame. 

W e may congratulate your grace not only 
upon your high achievements, but likewise 
upon the happy expiration of your com-
mand, by which your glory is put out of 
the power of fortune: and when your per-
son shall be so too, tha t the Author and 
Disposer of all things may place you in tha t 
higher mansion of bliss and immortality 
which is prepared for good princes, law-
givers, and heroes, when he in his due time 
removes them from the envy of mankind, 
is the hearty prayer of, 

MT LORD, 
Your Grace's most obedient, most devcted, 

humble servant, 
T H E S P E C T A T O R . 

• ThiK title was confem^ upnn Ibe Duke b ; the Em-
peror, t lUr We battle of Hocbsladl. 

VOI-l'.'HE T H E F I F T H . 

T O T H E E A R L O F W H A R T O N . 

Afu Lord, 1712-13. 
THE author of the Spectator, having pre-

fixed before each of his volumes the name 
of some great persons to whom h e has par-
ticular <3>ligatii>ns, lays his claim to your 
lordship's patrcmge upon the same ac-
count I must c o t i f ^ , my lord, had not I 
already received great instances of your 
favour, I should have been a f r a d of sub-
mitting a work of this nature to your peru-
sal. You are so thoroughly acqUMted with 
the characters of men, arid all the parts of 
human life, that it is impossible for the least 
misrepresentation of them to escapc your 
notice. I t is your lordship's part iai lar dis-
tinction that you are master of the whole 
compass of business, and have agnalized 
yourself in all the difTcrent scenes of it. 
W e admire some for the dignity, others for 
the popularity of their behaviour; some for 
their c eamess of judgment, others for their 
happiness of expression; some for the lay-
ing of schemes, ajid others for the putting 
them in execution. I t isyourJordship only 

who enjoj-s these several talents united, and 
tha t too in as great perfection as others pos-
sess them singly. Your enemies acknow-
ledge this great extent in your lordship's 
character, at the same time that they use 
their utmost industry and invention to de-
rogate from it. But it is for your honour 
tha t those who are now your enemies were 
always so. You have acted in so rnuch con-
sistency with yourself, and promoted the 
interests of your country in so uniform a 
manner, that even those who would misre-
present your generous designs for the public 
eoo<l, cannot but approve the steadiness and 
intrepidity with which you pursue them. 
I t is a most sensible pleasure to me that I 
have this opportunity of professing myself 
one of your great admirers, and m a very 
particular manner, 

MY LORD, 
Your Lonlship's most obliged, and 

most ci)edient humble servant, 
T H E S P E C T A T O R . 
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VOLUME T H E S I X T H . 

T O T H E E A R L O F S U N D E R L A N D . 

Mv Lord, i r i 2 - I 3 . 
VEBT many favours and civilities (re-

ceived frcim you in a imvate capacity) 
which I liavc no other way to acJcnowledsc, 
•will, I hope, excuse this pn-siimption; but 
the justice I, as a Spectator, owe yi^ur cha-
racter, places me above the want of an 
excuse. Candour and openness of heart, 
which shine in al! your words and actions, 
cxact the highest esteem from all who liave 
the honour to know you; and a winninf 
condescension to all subordinate to you, 
made business a pleasure to these who ex-
ecuted it under you, at the same time that 
it heightened her majesty's favour to all 
those who t a d the happiness of having it 
conveyed throush your hands. A secretary 
of state, in the interest c i mankind, joined 
with that of his fellow-subjects, accom-
plished with a great facility and elegance 
in all the modem as well as ancient lan-
guage^ was a happy and proper member 
of a ministry, by whose services ynur sove-
reign is in so high and flourishing a condi-
tion, as makes ^ other princes and pAten-

tates powerful or inconsiderable in Europe, 
as they are friends or enemies to (Jreat 
Britain. T h e iniportince of those great 
events which ha^ipencd during that ad-
ministration ill which your lordsliip b ^ so 
important a charge, will be acknowledged 
as long as time shall endure. I s h d l not 
therefore attempt to rehearse those illus-
trious passages, t u t give this application a 
more private and paiticular turn, in desir-
ing your lordsliip would continue your fa-
vour and patronage to me, as you are a 
gentleman of tlie most polite literature, and 
perfectly accomplished in the knowledge 
of books* and men, which makes it neces-
sary to beseech your indulgence to tlie fol-
low'ing leaves, and the author of them, who 
is, with the greatest truth and respect, 

MY LORD, 
Vc«r Lordship's obliged, obedient, 

and humble servant, 
T H E S P E C T A T OR. 

•1li« Icflrtiip w«s Ibe rniinHct of Ihe jpkndid l ad 
truly valjilile litrsry at Alcboip. 

VOLUME T H E S E V E N T H . 

T O M R . M E T H U E N . * 

Sir, 
IT is with great pleasure I take an oppor-

tunity of publishing the gratitude I owe you 
for the place you allow me in your friend-
ship and familiaritv. I will not acknow-
I c d ^ to you that I have of^en had you in 
my thoughts, when I have endeavoured to 
draw, in some parts of these disccurses, the 
character of a good-natured, honest, and 
accornplished gcntieman. But such repre-
sentations a v e my reader an idea of a per-
son blamdess only, or only laudable for 
such perfections as extend no far ther than 
to his own private advantage and reputa-
tion. . 

But when I spRakcf you, I celebrate one 
who hashad the happiness of possessing also 
those qualities which make a man useml to 
society, and of having had opportunities 
of exerting them in the most conspicuous 
manner. 

• Of Bijlmpe-Caniiigs, in Ho coi i r t j «f Wilca; after-
wards SlrFsul MpHufn, K. P. lie «•«» wvcral yeare 
Rmhassailfir at ibe ccniri nf Lisbon, wbete he cuniluct^ 
liiff^^lf with grom flbiljiy. 

T h e great part you had, as British am-
bassador, in procuring and cultivating the 
advantageous commerce between thecoui-ts 
of England and Portugal, has purchased 
you the lasting esteem of all who under-
stand the interest of either nation, 

T h ^ personal excellencies which arc 
overrated by the ordinary world, and too 
much neglected bv wise men, you have ap-
plied with the justest skill and judgment. 
T h e most graceful address in horseman-
ship, in the use of the sword, and in danc-
ing, has been employed b t you as lower 
arts; and as they ha-s^ ocoflsionallv s e r v ^ 
to cover or introduce the talents of a skil-
ful minister. 

But your abilities have not appeared only 
in one naticn. W h e n it was your province to 
act as her majesty's minister at the court of 
Savoy, at that time encamped, you accom-
panied that gallant princ« through all the 
viciffiitudcs of his fortune, and shared by 
his side the dangers of that glorious day in 
which he recovered his rajMtal. As far a.<j 
it regards pcrscnal qualities, you attained, 
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in that one lir.ur, the highest military re-
pufcition. T h e bciwviour of our minister 
in the action, and the gocxl offices done the 
vanouished in the name of the Queen of 
Kngland, gave both the conqueror ajid the 
captive tl\e most lively cxajnples of the 
courage and generosity of the nation he re-
jn-esciiled. , 

Your friends and companions in your ab-
sence frequently talk these tilings of you; 
and you cannot hide from us (by the most 
discrcet silcncc in any thing which regaixls 
yourself) that the fi-ank enteitainment we 

have at your tabic, your easy condcscension 
in little inffldents of miith and diveiision, 
and general complacency of manners, are 
fiir frcm being the greatest obligations we 
have to you. 1 do assure you, there is not 
one of your friends has a greater sense of 
your merit in general, and of the favours 
you every day do us, than, 

SIB, 
Your most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 
R I C H A R D tiTEEI.E. 

V O L U M E T H E E I G H T H . 

T O W I L L I A M H O N E Y C O M B , E S Q . * 

Spec 
of^ th 

THE seven former volumes of the S' 
tator haying been derfffcated to some of 
most oefebrated persons of the age, I take 
leave to inscribe this taghth and last to you, 
as to a gentleman who hath ever been am-
bitious of appearing in the best company. 

Y'cu are now wholly retired from the 
busy part of mankind, and at leisure to re-
flect upon your past achievements; for 
which reason I look upon you as a person 
very well qualified for a dedication. 

1 may possibly disappoint my readers, 
and yi;urself too, if I do not endeavour on 
this occasion to make the world acqu^ntcd 
with your virtues. And here, sir, I shall 
net comilliment you upon your biith, w r -
swi, or fortune; nor on any other the like 
perfections which you possess, whether you 
will or no; but sluSl only touch upon those 
which are of your own acquiring, and in 
•which every oiie must allow you have a 
real merit. 

Your janty air and easy motion, the vo-
lubility of your discourse, the suddenness 
of ^ u r laugh, the management of your 
snuff-box, with the whiteness of your hands 
and teeth (which have justly gained you 
the envy of the most polite part of the 
male world, and the love of the greatest 
beauties in the female) are entirdy to be 
ascribed to your own jwrsonal genius and 
application. 

You are formed for these accomplish-
ments by a happy turn of nature, and have 
finished yourself in them by the utmost im-
pnn'ements of art. A man that is defective 
in either of these qualifications (whatever 
may be the secn:t ambition of his heart) 
must never hope to m.ikc the figure you 
liave done, among the fashionable part of 
hisspecies. I t is therefore no wonder we see 
such multitudes of aspiring young men fall 
?hort of you in all these beauties of your 
charactci", notwithstanding the study and 
practice of them is the whole business of 

• Conetall} supposed to l« Col. Clelonii. 

their lives. But T need not tell you that the 
free and disengaged behaviour of a fine 
gentleman m ^ e s as many awkward beaux, 
as the e a ^ e s s of your favourite hath made 
insipid poets. 

A t present you are content to aim all 
yourchaiTOS, at your own spouse, without 
farther thought of mischief^ to aiiy others 
of the sex. I know you had formerly 
a very great contempt for that pedantic 
race of mortals who c ^ l themselves philo-
sophers; and yet, to your honour be it 
spoken, there is not a sage of them d l could 
have better acted up to their precepts in 
one of the most important points of hfe; I 
mean, in that gaierous disregard (rf popu-
lar opinion which you showm some years 
ago, when you chose for your wife aii ob-
scure young woman, who doth not indeed 
pretend to an ancient family, but has cer-
tainly as many forefathers as any lady in 
the iknd, if she could but reckon up their 
names. 

I must OAvn I conceived very extraordi-
nary hopes of you from the moment that 
you confessed your age, and from eight-
and-fbrty (where you had stuck so many 
years) very ingeniously stepped into your 
grand clffnadteric. Your deportment has 
since been very venerable and becoming. 
If I am rightly informed, you make a re-
gular appearance every quarter-sesaons 
among your brothers of the quorum; and 
if things go on as they do, stand f ^ r for 
being a colonel of the militia. I am tnld 
that yonr time passes away as agreeably 
in the amusements of a country life, as it 
ever did in the Eallantrics of the town; and 
that you now take as much pleasure in tlie 
p laning of young trees, as you did formerly 
in the cutting down of your old mes. In 
^ o r t , we hear fi-om all hands that you are 
thoroughly reconciled to your dirty acres, 
and have not too much wit to look into your 
own estate. 

After having spoken thus much of my 
patron, I must take the priyilege of an au-

A 
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thor in saving something of myself. I shall 
therefore beg leave to add, that I have pur-
posely o m i t t ^ setting those marks to the 
end M every paper, which appeared in my 
foi'mer volumes, that vou may have an op-
portunity of showing Mrs, Honeycomb the 
shrewdness of your ccmjectures, by ascrib-
ing every speculaticn to its proper author: 

though you know how often many pro-
found critics in style and sentiments have 
very judiciously erred in this particular, 
before they were let into the secret. I 
am, 

sia, 
Your most fdthfiil humble servant, 

T H E SPECTATOR. 

T H E B O O K S E L L E R T O T H E R E A D E R . 

IN the six hundred and thirty-second 
Spectator the reader will find an account 
of the rise of tWs eighth and last volume. 

I have not been able to prevail upon the 
sev eral gentiemen who were concerned in 
this wor t to let me acquaint the world witii 
t h d r names. 

Perhaps it will be unnecessary to infurm 
the reader, that no other papers which 
have a p p e t u ^ under the title w the Spec-
tator, since the closing of this eighth vol-
ume, were written by ahy of those gentle-
men who had a hand in this or the former 
volumes. 
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THE SPECTATOR. 

No. 1.] Thunday, March 1, 1710-11. 
N o n f u m u m e s f u l ^ r e , aed « x f u m o da r« lucem 
C o g i u t , u t apcctosa dehiDC Di i i acu la p r o m a t . 

HsT. Jn pMt. nt. 143. 

w i t h a fla<h bofrinx, an<f «nd9 In i m o k e ; 
•Aiotber out of iRKike Etrings lifiht, 
And, (nr i ihoi i t r a i s i n g «x i j ec t a i ion h igh} 
Burpr i JM t u w i t h d a z z l i n g imrac lea . A w c n n M n . 

I HAVE observed tha t a readier seldom 
peruses a book with pleasure, till he knows 
whether the writer of it be a black or a fwr 
man, of a mild or choleric disposition, mar-
ried or a bachelor, with other particulars 
of the like nature, that conduce very much 
to the right iinderstanditij of an author. 
To m t i f y this curiosity, which is so na-
tural to a reader, I deagn this paper and 
my next, as prefetory discourses to my fol-
lowing writings, and shall give some ac-
count m them of the several jrersons that are 
e w g e d in this work. As the chief trouble 
« compiling, digesting and correcting will 
fall to my share, I must do mvself the jus-
tice to open the work with my own history. 

I was bom to a small hereffitaiy estate, 
which according to the tradition of the vil-
lafe where it fies, was bounded by the 
same hedires and ditches in Will iam the 
Conqueror s time that it is at present, and 
has i>een delivered down from father to 
son, whole and entire, without the loss or 
acquisition of a single field or meadow, 
during the space of a x hundred years. 
T h e r e runs a story in the family, that 
when my mother was gone with cftild of 
me about three months, she dreamt that 
she was brought to bed of a judge. Wlie-
thcr this might proceed from a lawsuit 
which was then depending in the family, 
or my father's being a justice of the peace, 
I cannot determine: for I am not so vain 
as to think it preslged any dignity that I 
should arrive at in my future 'life, though 
that was the interpretatinii which the 
neighbourhood put upon it. T h e gravity 
of my behaviour at my very first appear-
ance in the world, and all the time that I 
sucked, seemed to favour my mover ' s 
dream : f<ir, as she has often told me, I 
threw away my rattle before 1 was two 
mmths old, and wcmld not make use of my 
c o ^ until they had taken away the bells 
from it. 

As for the rest of mv infancv, there be-
ing nothing in it I'emarkable, I slialj pass 

it over in silence. I fijul, that during my 
nonage, I had tlie reputation of a very suf-
len youth, but was always a fa*'ourite with 
my schoolmaster, who used to say, ' t h a t 
my parts were solid, ajid would wear well. ' 
I nan not been lone at the univeraty, be-
fore I distinguished myself by a most pro-
found sUence; fur during the space of 
eight years, excepting in the public exer -
cises of the ccilege, I scarce uttered the 
Quantity of an huiidred words; and indeed 
do not remember that I ever spoke three 
sentences together in my whole life. 
Whi ls t I was in tliis learned body, I ap-
plied myself with so much diligence to my 
studies, that there are very few celebrated 
books, either in the l e amM or the modem 
tongues, which I am not acquainted with. 

Upon the death of my father, 1 was re-
solved to t r a v d into foreign countries, and 
therefore left the university, with the cha-
racter of an odd, unaccountable fellow, that 
had a great deal of leaminij, if I would but 
show it. An insitiable thirst after know-
ledge carried nie into all the countries of 
Europe, in wliich there was any thing new 
or strange to be seenj nay, to such a de-
gree was mj4 curiofdty raised, that having 
read the cmtroversies nf some ^ e a t men 
concerning the antiquities of Egypt , I 
made a viwage to Grand C a r o , on pur-
pose to t ^ e the measure of a py^dmid: 
ami as soon as I had set myself right in that 
particular, returned to my native country 
with great satisfaction.* 

I have passed my latter years in this city, 
where I am fremiently seen in most pubhc 
jjlaces, though tlicre are not above half a 
dozen of my select friends that know nie; 
of whom my next paper shall give a more 
particular account. There is no place of 
gene i^ resort wherein I do not often 
make ray appearance; somtt imcsl am seen 
thrusting mv head into a rouncl of politiv' 
cians at Will 's , and listening with ijTcat at-
tention to the narralivts that are made in 
those little cirf.ular audiences. Sonictimes 
1 smoke a pipe at Child 's ,! Mid whilst 1 

• T l i i s i i , p r i ' M b l y , >n a l l u s ion t o Mr. Jolin G reavea , 
a s t r o i i o m i f a l pnpS->"i>r a l O i f n r d , w l i o i n lG4l)pul>li»ll-
ftd a wc,rK pni i t le i l* Pyra in ido« tHphia . ' 

t i;hild'a RĈ IE-TICUW wan in St. PIMI's chiirrh-yani, 
and tniii h ftli)iifnMrcl h j Uw f l ' n y ; Si. James's i« HI 
Ua m i e i n f l l » i tMai i^B; J o n a t h a n ' s w a i in Cl ianso-
i B r y . a o d t h e K o w w a : o o i h e u c s t s ids of Temii^e b « 
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18 T H E S P E C T A T O R . [ N a Z 

seem attentive to nothing but the Post-
man, overhear the conversation of every 
table in the room. I appear on Sunday 
tiights at St. James's coffee-house, and 
sometimes join the little committee of po-
litics in the inner-room, as one who comes 
there to hear and improve. My face is 
likewise very well known at the Grecian, 
the Cocoa-tree, and in the theatres both of 
Drury-lane and the Hay-market. I have 
been taken for a merchant upon the E x -
change for above these ten years, ajid 
sometimes pa.ss for a Jew in the assembly 
of stock-joobers at Jonathan's. In short, 
wherever I see a cluster of people, I al-
ways mix with them, though I never open 
my lips but in my own club. 

Thus I live in the world rather as a 
Spectator of mankind, than as one of the 
species, by which means I have made my-
self a specfil alive statesman, soldier, mer-
chant, and artisan, without ever meddling 
with any praAical par t in life. I am very 
well versM in the theory of a husband, or 
a father, and can discern the errors in the 
economy, business, and diversion of others, 
better tfian those who are engaged in them; 
as standers-by discover blots, which arc 
apt to escape those who are in the game. 
! never e spmis^ any party with violence, 
and am resolved to observe an exactfneu-
trality between the Whigs and Tories, un-
less 1 shall be forced to declare myself bv 
the hostilities of either side. In short, 1 
have acted in all the parts of my life as a 
looker-on, which is the character I intend 
to preser\'e in this paper . 

I have given the reader just so much of 
my history and character, as to let him see 
I am not siltogether unqualified for the bua-
ness I have undertaken. As for other par-
ticulars in my life and adveiitures, I shall 
insert them in following papers, as I shall 
see occasion, in the mean time, when I 
consider how much I have seen, read, and 
beard, I begin to blame my own tacitur-
nity; and since I have neitlier time nor in-
clination, to communicate the fulness of my 
heart in speech, I am resolved to do it in 
writing, and to print myself out, if possi-
ble, before I die. I have been often told 
by my friends, that it is a pity so many 
useful discoveries which I have made 
should be in the possession of a silent man. 
For this reason, therefore, I shall publish 
a sheet full of thoughts e y r y morning, for 
the benefit of my contemporaries; and if I 
can any way contribute to the diversion, or 
improvement of the country in which I 
live, I shall leave it when I am summoned 
out of it, with the secret satisfaction of 
thinking that I have not lived in vain. 

T h e r e are three very material points 
which I Jiave not spoken to in this paper; 
and which, for several important reasons, 
I must keep to myself, at least for some 
time: I mean an account of my name, mv 
age, and rov lodgings. I must confess, 1 
would gratify my reader in any thing that 

is reasonable; but as for these three parti-
culars, though I am sensible they might 
tend very much to the embellishment of 
my paper, I catmot yet come to a resolu-
tion of communicating them to the public. 
They would indeed draw me out of that ob-
scurity which I have enjoyed for many 
years, and expose me in puHic places to 
several salutes and civilities, which have 
been always very disagreeable to me; for 
t he greatest pain I can suffer, is the being 
talked to, and being stared at. I t is for 
this reason likewise, that I keep my com-
plexion and dress as very great secrcts; 
though it is not impossible but I may make 
discoveries of both in the p ro^^ss of the 
work I have undertaken. 

After having been thus particular upon 
myself, I shall in to-morrow's paper p v e 
an account of those gentlemen wlio arc con-
cerned with me in this work; for, as I have 
before intimated, a plan of it is laid and 
concerted (as all other matters eif import-
ance are) in a club. However, as my 
friends have engaged me to stand in the 
front, those who nave a mind to corre-
spond with me, may direct tiieir letters to 
the Spectator, at Mr. Bucklcy's, in Little 
Britain. For I must fa r ther a c q u i t the 
reader, that though our club meet only on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, we have ap-
pointed a committee to sit every night {or 
the inspection of all such papers as may 
contribute to the advancement of the pub-
lic wfel . C. 
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Six more l e u t joiD their cooaenting voicc. 

THE first of our society is a gcnticman of 
Worcestershire, of an ancient desccnt, a 
baitmet, his name is sir Roger de Coverly. 
His great grandfather was inventor of that 
famous country-dance which is caJlcd af ter 
him. All who know that shife are very 
well acquEiinted with the parts and the 
merits of sir Roger. H e is a gentleman 
that is very angular in his behaviour, but 
his singularities proceed from his good 
sense, and are contradictions to the man-
ners of the world, only as he tiiiiiks the 
world is in the wrong. However, this hu-
mour creates him no enemies, for he does 
nothing with sourness or oljstinacy; and his 
being unconfined to nio<ies and forms, 
niakes him but the readier and more capa-
ble to please and oblige ail who know him. 
W h e n he is in town, he lives in Soho-
square.* I t is said, he keeps himself a 

* Bobo-iquare w&a ai that time the ^oteelntt pars 
of lb« (own. T)ie handsome iiouse, built by ibr unfor-
tunate DukP of Monmouth, occupiotl. until the year 
1773, the wlKjle of tlK ground on wbiclj llalemaa's 
tiuildin^B nuw stand. 
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bachelor 1)y reason he was crossed in love 
by a pervtrse beautiful wiiliiw of the next 
r.ounty to him. Before this disappoint-
ment, sir Roger was what you call a fine 
mntlcman, had often suppecl with my Lord 
Rochester and sir George Etherege, fought 
a duel upon his first coming to town, and 
kicked bully Dawson* in a public coffee-
house for calling him youngster. But be-
ing ill used by the abovementioned widow, 
he was very serious for a year and a half; 
and though, his temper being iiat\ira!ly jo-
vial, he at last got over it, he grew careless 
of himself, and never dressed afterwards. 
He continues to wear a coat and doublet of 
the same cut that were in fashion at the 
time of his repulse, which, in his merry 
Jium<Hirs, he td l s us, has been in and out 
twelve times since he first wore i t It is 
smd Sir Roger grew humble in his desires 
after he had fo^o t his cruel beaxitv, inso-
much that it is repir ted he has frequently 
t>ffcnded in point of chastity with beggars 
and ^ p s i e s : but this is looked upon, by his 
friends, rather as a matter of ri i l lery than 
truth. He is now in his fiftv-sixth year, 
cheerful, gay, and hearty; keeps a good 
house both in town and country; a great 
lover of mankind: but there is such a 
mirthful cast in his behaviour, that he is 
rather beloved than esteemed. His tenants 
grow rich, his servants look satisfied, all 
the young women profess love to him, and 
the young men are glad of his company. 
\Vhen he comes into a house, he calls the 
servants by their names, and talks all the 
way up stMrs to a visit. I must not omit, 
th^t Sir Roger is a justice of the quorum; 
that h e fills the chair at a quarter-sessions 
with great abilities, and three months ^ 
gaini-d universal applause, by explaining 
a mssagc in the game-act. 

T h e gentleman next in esteem and au-
thority among us is another bachelor, who 
IS a member of the Inner Temple , a man 
of great probity, wit and understanding; 
but he has chosen his place of residence 
rather to obey the direction of an old hu-
mrnirsome father, than in pursuit of his 
own inclinations. He was placed there to 
study the laws of the land, and is the most 
learned of any of the house in those of the 
st£^e. Aristotle and Longinus are much 
belter understood by him than Littleton or 
Coke. T h e father sends up every post 
tjuestions relating to marriage-articles, 
leases and tenures, in the neighbourhood; 
all which, questions he agrees with an at-
torney to answer and take care of in the 
Jump. He is studying the passions them-
selves when he should be inquiring hito the 
debates among men which arise from 
them. He knows the argument of each of 
the orations of Demosthenes and Tully, 

' This ftllAw was a nnte<l Bhfltper, invaes^naf^ ^nd 
JfliaucliPe «br>ul town, RC the limp here poinifd out; 
He was wen known in Blackfciarj and its ilien infa. 
moua puilieui. 

but not one case in the reports of our own 
courts. No one ever took him for a fool; 
but none, except his intimate friends, know 
he has a great deal of wit. This turn 
makes him at once both disintei'ested and 
agreeable. As few of his thmights are 
drawn fi'om buaness, thev arc most of them 
fit for conversation. His taste for books 
is a little too just for the age he lives in; 
he has read all, but approves of very few. 
His familiaritv with the customs, manners, 
actions and wiitings of the ancients, makes 
him a very delicate observer of what oc-
curs to him in the present world. He is an 
excellent critic, and the time of tlie play 
is his hour of business; exactly at five h e 

Sasses through New-Inn, crosses through 
ussel-court, and takes a turn at \ \ ' i l l s 

till the j)lay begins; he has his shoes rub-
bed and! his periwig powdered at the bar-
ber 's a-s you go into the Rose. I t is for 
the good of the audience when he is a t 
a play, for the actors have an ambition to 
please him. 

T h e person of next consideration is Sir 
Andrew Freeport, a merchant of great 
eminence in the citv of London; a person 
of indefatigable industry, strong reason, 
and great experience. His notions of trade 
are noble and generous, and (as every rich 
man has usuallv some sly way of jesting, 
which would make no great figure were he 
not a rich man) he calls the sea the British 
Common. He is acquunted with com-
merce in all its parts, and will tell you that 
it is a stupid an^ barbarous way to extend 
dominion by arms; for true ]x>wer is to be 
got by arts and industn-. He will often 
arpie , that if this part of our trade were 
well cultirated, we should gain from one 
nation; and if another, from another. I 
have heard him prove, that diligence 
makes more lasting acquisitions than va-
lour, and that sloth has ruined more na-
tions than the sword. He abounds in se-
veral frugal maxims, amongst which the 
greatest favourite is, ' A penny saved is a 
jenny got. ' A general t rader of good sense 
s pleasanter company than a general scho-

lar; and Sir Andrew having a natural un-
affected eloquence, the perspicuitv of his 
discourse gives the same pleasure t W wit 
would in another man. H e has made his 
fortune h i m s d h and savs that England 
may be richer than other kingdoms, by as 
plain methods as he himself is richer than 
other men; though at the same time 1 can 
say this of him, that there is not a point m 
the compass, but blows home a ship in 
which he is an owner. 

Nex t to Sir Andrew in the cliib-i'oom 
sits Captain Sentn", a gendeman of great 
courage, good understanding, but invinci-
ble modestv. He is one of those that de-
serve very'well but are verv awkward at 
putting tlieir talents within the observation 
of such as should take notice of them. He 
was some years a captain, and behaved 
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himself with great gallantry in several en-
gagements and at several siiegcs; but hav-
ing a small estate of his own, and beinj? 
next heir to Sir Roger, he has quitted away 
of life in which no man con rise suitably to 
Lis merit, who is not something of a cour-
tier as well as a soldier. I have heard him 
often lament, that in a profession where 
merit is placed in so conspicuous a view, 
impudence should get the better of modes-
ty. W- hen he has talked to this jxirpose, 
1 never lieard liiin make a sour expression, 
but frankly coiifuss th it lie left the world, 
because he was not fit for it. A strict ho-. 
nesty and an even regular behaviour, arc 
in theinscK cs obstacles to him that must 
press through crowds who endeavour at 
the same end with himself, the favour of a 
commander. He will however in his way 
of talk excuse generals, for not disposing 
according to men's desert, or inquiring into 
it; for, says he, that great man who has 
a Tnind to help mc, has as many to b r ea t 
thi-ou^h to come at me, as I have to come 
at him: thereforehe will conclude, that the 
man who would make a figure, especially 
in a military way, must get over all false 
modesty, and as.4st his patron a r a n s t the 
importunity of other pretenders, oy a pro-
per assurance in his own vindication. He 
says it is acivil cowardice tobe backwardin 
asserting what you ought to expect, as it is 
a mi l i t a^ fear to be slow in attacking 
when it is your duty. Wi th this candour 
does the eentleman speak cf himself and 
others. T h e same frankness runs through 
all his conversaiion. T h e military part 
of his life has furnished him with manv 
adventures, in the relation of which he fs 
very agreeable to the company; for he Is 
never overbearing, though accustomed to 
commaiid men in the utmost degree below 
h i m ; n o r c v e r too obsequictis, from a habit 
of obeying men highly above him. 

But that our society may not appear a set 
ca humttirists, unaciiuMnted with the gal-
lantries and pleasures of the age, we have 
amcmgst us the gallant Wil l Honeycomb; 
a gentleman who, according to his years, 
should be in the decline cJ his life; but 
having ever been very carefiil cf his per-
son, and always had a very easy fortune, 
time ha.s made bnt a very little impression, 
e)iher by wrinkles on his foi thead, or 
traces on his brain. His persr-n is well 
turned, and of a good height. H e is very 
i-eady at that sort of discourse with whici> 
men usually entertain women. H e has all 
his life dressed verv well, and remembers 
habits as others do men. He can smile 
when one speaks to him, and laughs easily. 
H e knows the history of every mode, and 
can inform you from which of" the Frcnch 
k i l l ' s wenches, our wives and daughters 
haa this manner of curling their hwr, that 
way of placing their hoods; whose frailtv 
was covered by such a sort of petticoat, anil 
whose vanity to show her foot made that 
pa i t of the dress so short in such a year. In 

a word, all his ccnvcrs-ition and knowledge 
has been in the female world. As othei' 
men of his age will take notice to you what 
such a minister said upon such and such an 
occasion, he will tell you, when the duke 
of Monmouth danccd at court, such a wo-
man was then smitten, another was taken 
with him at the head of his troop in the 
Park. In all these important relations, he 
has ever about the same time received a 
kind glance, or a blow of a fan from some 
celebrated beauty, mother of the present 
lord Such-a-one. If ycni speak of a young 
commoner, that said a lively thing in the 
house, he starts up, • H e has goodhlood in 
his vein; Tom Mirable b e ^ t him; the 
r o ^ e cheated me in that affair; that young 
fell low's mother used me niore like a dog 
than any woman I ever made advances 
to. ' This way of talking of his, very much 
enlivens the conversation amongst us of a 
more sedate turn; and I find there is not 
one of the company, but myself, who rare-
ly speak at all, but speaks of him as of that 
sort of man, who is usuallv called a well* 
bred fine gentleman. T o conclude his cha-
racter, where women are not concerned, 
he is an honest worthy man. 

I cannot tell whether I am to account 
him, whom I am next to speak of, as one 
of our company; for he visits us but seldom, 
but when he does, it adds to everv man 
else a new enjoyment of himself, tie is a 
clergyman, a very philosophic man, of ge-
neral learning, great sanctity of life, and 
the most exact good breeding. He has the 
misfortune to be of a very weak constitu-
tion, and conse<juen{ly cannot accept of such 
cares and business as preferments in his 
function would oblige him to; he is therefore 
among divines what a chamber-counsellor 
is among lawyers. T h e probity of his mind, 
and the integrity of his life, create him 
followers, as being eloquent or loud ad-
vances others. He seldom introduces the 
subject he speaks upon; but we arc so far 
gone in years, that he observes when he is 
among us, an eamestoess to have him fall 
on some_ dixine topfc, which he always 
treats with much authority, as one who 
has no interest in this world, as one who 
is hastening to tl\e objcct of all his wishes, 
and ccnccives hope from his decays and in-
fiimitics. These are my ordinary com-
panions. R. 

No. 3.] Saiurt/ay, March 3, l ? 1 0 - n . 
F.I iHoi qu i» i a« fere utiidio r1»7iiictiu i d h c r e t . 
A lit (luihiis in rcbiis nuiKiim m m u s sTitczDnrsti, 
Aiq i ie in<[U4 m i i o n e f u i t c^o ten ia ma^jfl mens. 
In aonmis eadem ple iumque r i d e m u r fihir«. 

LtttT. I, iv. 

- t V h a t stii^iies fi1ea?e, n-hat moM Jelifrhc, 
And All men ' s iboughtfl . i lmf dream tbe ic o 'er a t n ieh t . 

CrHck. 
IK one of mv rambles, or rather specu-

laiaons, I looked into the great haU, where 
the bank is lc«pt, and was net a little p l e a s ^ 
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to see the directors, secretaries, and clerks, 
with all the other members of that weal-
thy corporation, ranged in their sever^ 
stations, according to the parts they act 
in that just and regular econfmy. ' T U s 
revived m mv memory the many discounts 
which I liftd l)oth read and heard, concern-
ing the decay of pulilic credit, with the 
methods of restoring it, and which in my 
opinion, have always been defective, be-
cause they have always been made with 
an eye to separate interests, ajid p a n v 
principles. 

T h e thoughts of the day gave my mind 
emplnvment for the whole night, 80,that 
I fell uisensibly into a kind of methiWical 
dream, which dispnsetl all my cont«npla-
tions into a vision or alfcgorv, or what else 
the render shall please to call i t 

Methought I returned to the great hall, 
where 1 had W n the morning before, but 
to my surpr ise instead of the companv that 
I left there, I saw, towards the upper end 
of the hall, a beautiful virgin seated on a 
throne of gold. He r name (as they told 
me) was Public Cred i t T h e walls, in-
stead ctf being adorned with pictures and 
maps, were hung with many acts of par-
liament written in golden lette'rs. At the up-
per end of the hall was the Magna Charta, 
^ t h the Act of Uniformitv on the right 
hand, and the Act of Toleration on the left. 
At the lower end of the hall was the Act 

Settlement, which was placed full in the 
e w of the virgin tha t sat upon the throne. 
BMh the sides of the hall were c o v e ^ 
with such acts of parliament as had been 
made for the establishment of public flmds. 
T h e lady seemed to set an unspeakable 
value upon these several pieces of fiimi-
ture, insomuch that she often refreshed her 
eye with them, and often smiled with a se-
cret pleasure, as she looked upon them; 
but, at the same time, showed a very par-
ticular uneasiness if she saw any thine 
approaching that might hurt tbem. She 
appeared, indeed, iiffinitely timwous in all 
^ ^ behaviour: and whether it was from 
the delicacy of her constitution, or that she 
was troubled with vapours as I was after-
war t s told bv one, who I found was none 
of her well-wishers, she changed colour, 
and startled at every thing she heard. She 
was likewise (as I a f t emards fonnd) a 
greater valetutlmarian than anv I had ever 
met with, m her own scxi and subject 
to such mnn<eiit-»ry consumptions, tliat in 
the twinkling of an eye, she would faU awav 
from the flond complexion, and most 
healthful stute of body, and wither into a 
sMeton . Her recoveries were often as 
sudden as her decays, insomuch that she 
would revive in a moment ont of a wastine 
distemper, into a habit of the highest health 
and vigour. 
_ I had veiT soon an opportunity of observ-
ing these quick turns and chanees in her 
^ s t i t u t i o n . T h e r e s a t a t h e r f ^ a c o u p l c 
ot secretaries, who received every hour 

letters from all parts of the world, which 
the one or the otherof them was perpewi-
ally reading to her ; and, acconling to the 
news she heard, to which she was exceed-
ingly attentive, she changcd colour, aiid 
discovered many symptoms of health or 
ackness. , 

Behind the throne was a prodigious lieap 
of bags of monej", which were piled upon 
one another so high that they touched the 
ceiling. T h e floor on her right hand, and 
on her left, was covered with vast sums of 
gold that rose up in pyramids on cither 
side of her. But this 1 did not ^ much 
wonder at , when I heard uncn inqiJiy, that 
she had the same virtue in her touch, which 
the poets tell us aLydian king was formerly 
possessed of; and that she could convert 
whatever she pleased into that precious 
metal. 

Af ter a little dizziness, and confiised 
hurry of thought, which a man often meets 
with in a dream, methought the hall was 
alarmed, the doors flew open and there en-
tered h ^ f a dozen of the most hideous 
phantoms tha t I had ever seen (even in a 
dream) before that time. T h e y came in 
two bv two, though matched in the most 
dissocfable manner, and mingled together 
in a kind of dance. I t would be t ^ i o u s to 
describe their habits and persons, for which 
reason 1 shall only inform my reader, that 
the first couple were Tyranny and Anar-
chv, the second were Bigotry and Atheism, 
andthethird the genius of a commonwealtli, 
and a young man of about twenty-two years 
of age,* whose name I could not lean). He 
had a sword in his right liand, which in the 
dance he often brandished at the Act of 
Settlement; and a citizen, who s t o ^ b y me, 
whispered in my ear, that he saw a sfxinge 
in his left h a n i f T h e dance of so many 
jarr ing natures put me in mind cf the sun, 
moon, and earth, in the Rehearsal, that 
danced together for no other end but to 
eclipse one another. 

T h e reader will easily s\ippose, by what 
has been before said, that the lady on the 
thrcne would have been almost frighted to 
distrsction, had she seen but any one of 
these spectres ; what then must have been 
her condition when she saw them all in a 
body ? She fainted and died away at the 
s ight 

' E l ne^^iiA j a m color f u t m i s t o raii<lorn n i h o r i : 
N'^c v i e o i . e l v i re^ , e t q i i r modi^ viA^t [ ^ A c f b n n l ; 
N e c c o r p u a r cmaDot ' Orirf, Het-

- H e r sp i r i t * ftint. 
H r r hloominff ch^^ks e i u a i n e a |>allid t e i n t . 
A n d scorce hor f o r m r e m a i n s . ' 

T h e r e was as great a change in the hill 
of money-bags, and the heaps of money; 
the former shrinking and falling into so 
many empty bags, that I now found not 

• J a m e ^ PtuarT, t h e ntrti^ndwl P r i n c e of Wf l l ea , b o m 
J u n . ' 1 0 , IRSC. SVe T a t . No . 1«7-

t T o wipe o u i cho na i ic ina l l iebt. 
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above a tenth part of them had been filled 
with monc}'. 

T h e rest, that took, u p the same space, 
and made the same figure, as the bags that 
were really filled with money, had been 
blown up with air, and called mto inv me-
mory the bags full of wind, which Homer 
tells us his hero received as a present 
from i^iolus. T h e great heaps of gold on 
either side of the throne, now appeared to 
be only heaps of paper, or little piles of 
notched sticks, bound up together in bun-
dles, like Bath fa^sots. 

Whilst I was lamenting this sudden deso-
lation that had been made before me, the 
whole scene vanished. In the room of the 
frightful spectres, there now entered a se-
cond dance of apparitions, very agreeably 
matched together, and made up of vciy 
amiable phantoms. T h e first pair was Li-
berty with Monarchy at her right hand; the 
sccond was Moderation, leading in ReB-
^iin; and the third a person whom I had 
never seen,* with the Genius of Great 
Britain. A t the first entrance the lady re-
vived, the bags swelled to their former 
Dulk, the pile of faggots and heaps of paper 
changed into pyramids of guineas: and for 
my own par t 1 was so transported with 
joy, that I awaked, though I must confess 1 
fain would have fallen afleep again to have 
closed my vision, if I could have done it. 

No. 4.] Monday, March 5, 1710-11. 
—E^regi i mor ta lem a l t ique si leoti ? 

H m . L . 12. Sa l . Ti. SS. 

One of uneommon 6i)enc« i n d reserve. 

AN author, when he first appears in the 
world, is very apt to believe it has nothing 
to thhik of but his performances. Wi th a 
good share of this vanity in my heart, 1 
made it my business these three days to 
listen after my own fame; and as I liave 
sometimes met with circumstances which 
(lid not displease me, I have been encoun-
tered by others, which ^ave me much mor-
tification. I t is incredible to think how 
empty 1 have in this t ime observed some 
part of the species to be, what mere blanks 
they are when they first come abroad in 
the morning, how utterly they are at a 
stand, until they are set a-gobg by some 
paragraph in a newspaper. 

Such persons are very acceptable to a 
young author, for they iesire no more in 
any thing but to be new, to be agreeable. 
If I found consolation amon^ such, I was 
as much disquieted by the incapacity of 
others. These are mortals who have a 
c e r t ^ curiosity without power of reflec-
tion, and pcruiicd mv papers lilie specta-
tors rather than readei-s. But there is so 
littie pleasure in inquiries that so nearls 
concern ourselves, (it being the worst way 

• T b o E l e c I o t of H a n o v t r , a n e r w t n l s George I . 

in the world to fame, to be too anxious 
about it) that upon the whole I i-esolvcd tor 
the future to go on in my ordinary way; and 
without too much fear or hope alx>ut the 
business of reputation, to be very careful of 
the desim of my actions, but very negli-
gent of the consequences of them. 

It is an endless and frivolous pursuit to act 
by any other rule, than the care of satisfy- * 
ing our own minds in what we do. One 
would think a silent man, who concerned 
himself with no one breathing, should be 
very little liable to misrepresentations; and 
yet I remember I was once taXen up for a 
Jesuit, fi>r no other reason but my profound 
taciturnity. It is from this misfortune, tha t 
to be tiut of harm's way, I have ever since 
affected crowds. He who comes into as-
semblies only to gratify his curiosity, and 
not to make a figure, enjoys the pleasures 
of retirement in a more exquisite degree, 
than he possibly could in his closet; t he 
lover, the ambitious, and the miser, are 
followed thither by a worse crowd than any 
they can withdraw from. T o be exempt 
from the passions with which others arc 
tormented, is the only pleaang solitude. I 
can very justiy say with the ancient sage, 
' I am never less done than when alone. 

As I am insignilfcant to the company in 
public places, and as it is visible I do not 
come tluther as most do, to show myself, I 
gratify the vanity of all who pretend to 
make an appearance, and Have often as 
kind looks from well-dressed gentlemen 
and ladies, as a poet would bestow upon 
one of his audience. T h e r e are so many 
gratifications attend this public sort of <)!>• 
scurity, that some little distastes I daily 
receive have lost their anguish; and 1 did 
the other day, without t he least displea-
sure, overhear one say of me, ' that strange 
fellow!' and another answer , ' I have known 
the fellow's face these twelve years, and so 
must you; but I believe you are the first 
ever asked who he was.' T h e r e arc, I 
must confess, many to whom my person is 
as well known as that of their nearest rela-
tions, who give themselves no farther trou-
ble about calling me by my name or quality, 
but speak of me very currently by the ap-
pellation of Mr . What-d'ye-call-him. 

T o make up for these trivial disadvan-
tages, I have the highest satisfaction of 
beholding all nature with an unprejudiced 
eye; and having nothing to do with men's 
passions or interests, I can, with the greater 
s a^c i t y , consider their talents, maimers, 
f l i n g s , and merits. 

I t IS remarkable, that those who want 
any one saise, possess the others with 
greater force and vivacity. Thus my want 
of, or rather resignation of speech, gives 
me all the advantages of a dumb man. I 
have, methinks, a more than ordinary pe-
netration in seeing; and flatter myself tha t 
I have looked into the highest and lowest 
of mankind, and made shrewd guesses, 
without being admitted to their conversa-
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tirn, at the liuiiost thoughts and reflections 
of all whom I behold. It is f n m heiicc 
that good or ill fortune has no manner of 
force towanls affecting my judgment. I 
see men flourishins; in courts languish-
ing in jails, without being p r ^ d i c e d , from 
their circumstances, to their fevour or dis-
advantage; but from their inward manner 
of bearing their condition, often pity the 
prosperous, and admire the unhappy. 

Those who converse with the dumb, 
know from the turn of their eyes, and the 
changes irf their countenance, their senti-
ments of the objects before theni. I have 
indulged my ^ e n c e to such an extrava-
gancx-, that the few who are intimate with 
n e , answer my smiles with concurrent sen-
tences, and a r ^ e t o t h e v e r y point i shak«l 
my head at, without my speaking. Wil l 
Honeycomb was very entertaining the other 
night at a play, to a gentleman who sat on 
his right hand, while I was at his left. Tlie 
gentleman believed WiU was talking to 
nimself, when upon my looking with great 
approbatiim at a young thing in a box be-
fore us, he said, ' I am quite of another 
opinion. She has, I will aUow, a very 
pleasing a ^ c t , but, methinks that am-
plicity in her countenance is rather child-
ish than innocent.' W h e n I observed her 
a second time, he said, ' I grant her dress 
is very becoming, but perhaps the merit of 
that choice is owing to her mother; for 
though,' continued he, ' I allow a beauty to 
be as much commended for the elegjmce 
of her dress, as a wit for that of his lan-
guage; yet if she has stolen the colour of 
her ribands from another, or had advice 
about her trimmings, I shall not allow her 
the p r a i s e d dress, any more than I would 
call a plai^ary an author. ' W h e n I threw 
my eye towaitls the next woman to her. 
Will spoke what I looked, according to his 
mmantic i m ^ n a t i o n , in the following man-
ner: 

' Behold, you who dare, that charming 
virgin; behold the beauty of her person 
chastised by the innocence of her thoughts. 
Chastity, good-nature, and affability, arc 
the graces that play in her countenance; 
she knows she is handsome, but she knows 
she IS good. Consciousbeauty adorned with 
conscrous virtue! W h a t a spirit is there in 
^ o s e e y e s ! W h a t abloom in that person! 
How IS the whole woman expressed in her 
appearance! Her air has the beauty of 
mwon , and her look the forcc of language.' 

i t was prudence to turn away my eyes 
from this djject, and therefore I turned 
them to the thoughtless creatures who 
make up the lump of that sex, and nio\x a 
knowmg eye no more than the p l^Ruture 
of insignificant people by ordinary painters, 
which are but pictures of pictures. 

I'hus the working of my own mind is tlie 
general entertainment of my life; I nc\-cr 
eater into the commerce of discourse with 

but my particular friends, and not in 
public e>-en with them. Such a habit has 

j« rhaps resel l in me uncommon reflec-
tions; "but this eftcct I cannot communicate 
bitf by.my writings. As my pleasures are 
annosi wholly confined totlioseof the sight, 
I take it for a peculiar happiness that I 
have always had an easy antl familiar ad-
mittance to the fair sex. If I never praised 
or flattered, I never belied or contradicted 
them. As tliese compose half the world, 
and are, by the just complacence and gal-
lantry of our nation, the more powerful 
part of our people, I shall dedicate a con-
siderable share of these my speculations to 
their service, and shall lead the yomig 
through all the becoming duties nf vi r f i -
nity, marriage, and widowhood. W h e n it 
is a woman's day, in my works, 1 shall en-
deavour at a style and air suitable to their 
understandmg. W h e n I say this, I must 
be understood to mean, tha t I shall not 
lower, but exalt the subjects I trefit upon. 
Discourse for their entertdnment is not to 
be debased but reflned. A man may ap-
pear learned without talking sentences, as 
in his ordinary gesture he dascovers he can 
dance, thougli he does not cut capers. In 
a word, I shall take it for the greatest glory 
of my work, if among reasonable women 
this paper may furnish tea-table talk. In 
order to it, I shall treat on matters which 
relate to females, as they are concerned to 
approach or fly from the other sex, or as 
they are tied to them by blood, interest or 
affection. Upon this occasion I think it is 
but reasonable to declare, that whatever 
skill I may have in speculation, I shall 
never betray what the eyes of lovers say to 
each other in my presence. A t the same 
time I shall not think myself obliged, by this 
promise, to conceal any false protestations 
wluch I observe made by glanccs in public 
assemblies; but endeavour to make both 
sexes appear in their conduct what they 
are in their hearts. By this means, love, 
during the time of my speculations, shall 
be carrirf on with the same sincerity as 
any other affair of less consideration. As 
this is the CTeatest concern, men shall be 
from hencMorth liable to the greatest re-
proach for misbehaviour in it. Falsehood 
in love shall hereafter bear a blacker as-
pect than infidelity in friendship, or villany 
in business. For this great and good end, 
all breaches against that noble passion, the 
cement of socicty, shall be severely exam-
ined. But this, and other matters loosely 
hinted at now, and in niy former papers, 
shall have their proper place in ray follow-
ing discourses. T h e present writing is only 
to admonish the world, that they shall not 
find me an idle but a busy Spectator. R. 

N a 5.] Tuegday, March 6, i r iO- l l . 
Spectaltim admissi r i m m teneat iB? 

Jlar. Art Poet- Tpr. S. 
Admi lKd to t h e sight , would you not laugh ? 

AN opera may be allowed to be extrava-
gantly lavish in its decorations, as its only 
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derfgTi is to gratify the senses, and keep up 
a:i indolent attention in the audience. Com-
mnn sense, however, requires, that there 
should be nothing in the scenes and ma-
chines, which may appear childish and 
absurd. How would the wits of King 
Charles's time have laughed to have seen 
Nicolini exposed to a tempest in robes of 
ermine, and sailing in an open boat upon 
a sea nf pasteboard? Wlia t a field of rail-
lery would they have been let into, had 
they been entertained with painted dra-
gons spitting wildfire, e n c h ^ t c d chariots 
drawn by Flanders' mares, and r e ^ cas-
cades in artifidal landscapes? A little skill 
in criticism would inform us, tha t sliadows 
and realities ought not to be mixed together 
in the same piece; and that the scenes 
which are de igned as the representations 
of nature, sliould be filled with resem-
blances, and not with the things them-
selvea If one would represent a -wide 
champfugn country filled with herds and 
flocks, it would be ridiculous to draw the 
countrj- only upon the scenes, and to crowd 
several parts of the stage with sheep and 
oxen. This is joining together inconsist-
encies, and making the decoration partly 
real, and partly imaginary. I wou d re-
commend what I have said here to the di-
rectors, as well as to the admirers of our 
modem opera. 

As I was walking in the streets about a 
fortnight ago, I saw an ordinary fellow ear-
n i n g a cage full of little birds upon his 
snouidcr; and as I was wondering with 
myself what use he would put them to, he 
was met very luckily bv an acquaintance 
who had the same curiositv. Upon his 
Jisking what he had upon his shoulder, he 
told him that he had been biiving sparrows 
f i r the opera. ' Sparrows for the opera, ' 
says his friend, licking his lips, • what, are 
they to be roasted ?' • No, no,' says the 
other, ' they are to enter towards the end 
of the first act, and to fly about the stage.' 

This strange dialogue awakened my cu-
riosity so far, that I immediately bought 
the opera, by which means I perceived 
that the sparrows were to act the par t of 
singing birds in a deligl\tful grove; though 
upon a nearer inquiry I found the sparrows 
put the same trick upon the audience, that 
Sir M.-irtin Mar-all* practised upon his 
mistress: for though they flew in sight, 
the music proceeded from a cwicert of fla-
gelets and bird-calls, which were planted 
behind the scenes. At the same time I 
made this discovery, I found by the dis-
course of the actors, tha t tliere were great 
designs on foot for the improvement c^ the 
opera; tha t it had been proposed to break 
down a par t of the wall, and to surprise 
the audience with a party of an hundred 

• • Sir M s r t i n Mar all. or T h e PBICTM Innotencef a 
ftomcly, Dryrtfri, marl^ iip of pieces h<irrowed f rom 
Q u i n a u l t ' s ' A m u n t ERfli<crrt,' ibe ' £ t o u t d i ' o i Mo-
lisre, aDd M. du P t i c ' s ' ^ r a n c j o n . ' 

horse, and that there was actually a pro-
ject of bringing the New-river into the 
house, to be employed in jetteaus and wa-
ter-works.f This project, as I have since 
heard, is postponed till the summer seiison, 
when it is thought the coolness that pro-
ceeds from fixintains and cascatlcs wil be 
more acceptable and refreshing to the peo-
ple of quality. In the mean time, to find 
out a more agreeable entertainment for the 
winter season, the opera of Rinaldot is fill-
ed with thunder and lightning, il umi na-
tions Ettid fire-works; which the audience 
may look upon without catching cold, 
and indeed without much danger oT being 
burnt; for there are several engines filled 
with water, and ready to play at a minute's 
warning, in case any such accident should 
happen. However, as I have a very great 
friendship for the owner of this theatre, I 
hope that he has been wise enough to in-
sure his house before he would let tliis 
opera be acted in i t 

I t is no wonder that those scenes should 
be very surprising, which were contrived 
by two poets of different nations, and 
raised by two magicians of different sexes. 
Armida (as we are told in the argument) 
was an Amazonian enchantress, and poor 
Signior Cassani (as we learn from the per-
sons represented) a Christian conjuror 
(AFCFO CArittiano.) I must confess I am 
very much puzzled to find out how an 
Amazon should be versed in the black art , 
or how a good Christian, for such is the 
part of the magician, should deal with the 
devil. 

T o consider the poet af ter the conjurors. 
I shall give you a taste of the Italian from 
the first lines of the preface: ' Jiccoli, be-
nigno Icltore, un fiarto difioche lere, c/ie sc 
ben nolo di nolle, non e fiero aborto di le-
nebre, ma « fara conotcere Jtglio d'JfioUo 
con gualche raggio di Pamama.'—'Be-
hold, gentle r e ^ e r , the birth of a few 
evenings, which, though it be the offspring 
of the night, i sncs the abortive of darkness, 
but will make itself known to be the son of 
Apollo, with a certain ray of Pamaasus. ' 
H e afterwards proceeds to call Mynheer 
Handel the Orpheus of our age, and to ac-
quaint us, in the same sublimity of style, 
that he composed this opera in a fortnight. 
Such are the wits to whose tastes we so 
ambitiously conform ourselves. T h e truth 
of it is, the finest writers among the mo-

f At tbe t ime t h i s jMperwafi wr i t t en , it cnuld ha7e 
been l i t t le f i p e c l e d t h a t w h i i ir< here »« lisppily riiii-
c i i k d , would oMr really tal is placi>; iKit, io our en-
Jlr t tenftd daye. w e have » e n the A T w - n p f r ac t inc a s 
DO inconaiilerable auxi l iary , n o t only in a ftiiburhan 
thea t re , b u t io Oovent -car len i t w l t ; aad if the ma-
na fe ra of » a t ' classical Ibeairea ' have rtot been able to 
br ing a n J i u a J n a horgea nn tbe ii tace, i t cer tainly w a s 
noc f rom a w a n t of incUaatiOD, but because tbe s t age 
v o u M n o t iwli tb»in. 

I Kiralilo, an op- ra , 1711. T h e p^an w a s laid by 
A a r o n Flill. Ms ou t l ine Ailed up w r t h Tlalian words 
bv Bt?. G. Rntasi, a n d the mu^rR by f fandel . 
'ri>« Btory la tukcQ f t o m ' t^a»o,ai id ttK scene l a i d i a and 
Q«ar J e rusa l e iu . 
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dem Italians express them5<-lYes in such a 
florid form of words, and such tedious cir-
cumlocutions, as are used by none but pe-
dants in our own countr>-; and at the same 
time fill their wri t ing with such poor ima-
ginations and conccit-i, as our youths are 
ashamed of before they have been two 
years at the university. Some may be apt 
to think that it is the difference of genius 
which produces the difference in the works 
p f t he two rations; but to show that there 
is nothing in this, if we look into the writ-
ings of the old Italians, such as Cicero and 
Virgil, we shall find that the English 
writers, in their way of thinking and ex-
I ^ s s m g themselves, resemble those au-
thors much more than the modem Italians 
pretend to do. And as for the poet him-
self, from whom the dreams of this opera 
are taken, I must entirely agree with Mon-
sieur Boileau, that one verse in Vi rd l is 
w ^ h all the clinquant or tinsel of Tasso. 

But to return to the sparrows: there have 
b « n so many flights nf them let loose in 
this opera, that it is feared the house will 
n ^ e r get rid of them; and that in other 
pliys they may m a t e their entrance in 
very wrong and improper scenes, so as to 
be seen flying in a lady's bed-chamber, 
nr i ^ h i n g upon a k ingS throne; besides 
the inconveniences which the heads of the 
audience may sometimes suffer from them. 
1 am credibly informed, that there was 
once a design nf ca-sting into an opera the 
story of Whittington and his cat, and that 
in order to it, there had been got tc^cAer 
agrea t quantity of mice; but Mr. Rich, the 
proprietor of the play-house, verv pni-
dentlv considered tliat it would be'impos-
sible Tor the cat to kill them all, and that 
consequently the princes of the stage might 
be as muck infested with mice, as the 
prince of the island was before the cat's 
arrival upon it; for which reason he would 
not permit It to be acted in his hcMse And 
indeed I cannot blame him; for, as he said 
very well upon that occasicai, I dotiot hear 
that any of the performers in our opera pre-
^ J famous pied piper,* who 
made all the mice of a great town in Ger-
many follow his music, and by that means 
clwred the placc of those little noxious 
animals. 

Before I dismiss this pai)er, I must in-
lorm my reader, that I hear there is a 
trraty on foot between London and Wise t 
(who wUl be appwnted gardeners of the 
plw-house) to furnish the opera of Rinaldo 
w Armida with an orange-grove: and 
t h « the next time it is acted, the angine-
b i r ^ will be personated by tom-Ut^ the 
'Mdertakers being resolved to spare neither 
pains nor money for the gratification of the 
audience. 

tenw^^'"?*' " - ' " b y which H«ni . . 
If L.!^." " ' r e ariiired, t is Mid, by s inn . , , „ 

t b ! . U n e " >I 

N a 6.] Wednniay, March 7, 1710-11. 
CreOehant h o c e r a n d e n f t k i . e t mor t f pif lndum. 
Si juy«Ris ve la lo n o n t s s u r r c i f r i l 

Juv. Sat. xiii . M . 

'Twa8impir>iis then [BO mucb w a s agerpver 'd) 
Fo i youth Kik«epine i r w e l l when a n o l d m s n apjicat'il, 

I KNOW no evil under the sun so great as 
the abuse of the understanding, and yet 
there is no one vice more common. It fias 
difliised itself through both sexes, and all 

Jualitics of mankind; and there is hardly 

lat person to be found, who is not more 
concerned for the reputation of wit and 
sense, than of honesty and virtue. But 
this unhappy affectation of being wise ra-
ther than honest, witty than good-natured, 
is the source of most of the ill habits of life. 
Such false impressions arc owing to the 
abandoned writings of men of wit, and the 
awkward imitation of the rest of mankind. 

For this reason Sir Rc^er was saying last 
night, that ho was of opinion none out men 
of fine parts deserve to l)e handed. T h e 
reflections of such men are so ddicate upon 
all occurrences which they are concerned 
in, that they shmild be exposed to more 
than ordinarj' infamy and punishment, for 
offending against sucfi quick admonitions as 
their own souls ^ive them, and bhmting the 
fine edge of their minds in such a manner, 
that they are no more shocked at vice and 
folly than men of slower capacities. T h e r e 
is no greater monster in being, than a very 
ill man of great parts. He lives like a man 
in a palsy, with one sideof him dead, While 
perhaps he enjoys the satisfaction of luxury, 
of wealth, of ambition, he has lost the taste 
« good-will, of friendship, of innocence. 
Scarecrow, the beggar, in Lincoln's-inn-
fields, who disabled himself in his right leg, 
and asks alms all day to get himself a warm 
supper and a tni l l at night, is not half so 
despicable a wretch, as such a man of 
sense. T h e l>c^ar has no relish a ^ - e 
sensations; he finds rest more agreeable 
than motion; and while he has a warm fire 
and his doxy, never reflects that he de-
serves to be whippe<l. Every man who 
terminates his satisfactions and enjoyments 
within the supply of his own necessities and 
passions, is, says Sir Roger, in my eye, as 
poor a rogue as Scarecniw. 'Bu t , ' con-
tinued he, ' for the loss of public and pri-
vate virtue, we are beholden to your men 
of fine parts forsooth; it is with them no 
matter what is clone, so it be done with an 
air. But to me, who am so whimsical 
in a corrupt age as to act according to na-
ture and reason, a selfish man, in the most 
shining circumstance and equipage, ap-
pears in the same condition with the fellow 
above mentioned, but more contemptible 
in propoi-tion to what more he robs the 
public of, and enjoys above him. I lay it 
down therefore for a rule, that the whole 
man is to move together; that every action 
of any importance, is to have a prospect of 
public good: and that the general tendency 
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of our iiulifTcrtnt actions ought to be atjm:-
aWc to the dictates of rcas<iii, of religion, 
of good-hrecdiiig; without this, a man as I 
imve before hinted, is hopping instead of 
walkinc, hu is not in his entire and projwr 
motion.' 

hile the honest knight was thus bewil-
dering himself in good starts, I looked at-
tentively upon him, which made him, I 
thiiught, collect his mind a little. ' W h a t 
I Mm at , ' says he, ' i s to represent that I 
am of opinion, to polish our understandings, 
and ncglect our manners, is of all things the 
most inexcusaHe. Reason should govern 
])assion, but instead of that, you see, it is 
often suhscn ienttoit; and, as unaccountable 
as one would think it, a wise man is not al-
ways a good man. ' This degeneracy is not 
only the ^ i l t of piirticular persons, biit also, 
at some times, cf a whole people: and per-
haps it may appear upon examination, that 
the roost polite ages are the least virtuous. 
This may be attributed to the folly of ad-
mitting wit and learning as merit in them-
selves, without considcnng the application 
of them. By this means it becomes a rule, 
not so much to regard what we do, as how 
we do it. But this false beauty will not pass 
upon men of honest minds and true taste. 
Sir Kichard Blackraore says, with as much 
good sense as virtue, • I t is a mightv shame 
and dishonour to employ excellent faculties 
and abundance of wit, to humour and please 
men in their vices and follies. T h e great 
enemy of mankind, notwithstanding his wit 
and angelic faculties, is the most odious 
being in the whole creation.' H e goes on 
soon after to say, very generously, that he 
undertook the writing of his poem ' to res-
cue the Muses out of tne hands of rav i^ers , 
to restore them to their sweet and chaste 
mansions, and to engage them in an em-
ployment siutable to their dignity.' This 
certainly ought to be the purpose of every 
man who appears in public, and whoever 
does not proceed upon tiiat foundatiwi, in-
jures his countr)' as fast as he succeeds in his 
studies. 'WTien modesty ceases to be the 
chief ornament of one sex; and integrity of 
the other, society is upon a wrong basis, and 
we shall be ever after without rules to guide 
our judgment in what is really becoming 
and ornamental. Nature and reason ^ r e c t 
OTe thine, pa-ssion and humour another. To 
follow the dictates of these two latter, is 
going into a road that is both endless and 
intricate; when we inirsue the other, our 
passage is delightful, and what we a m at 
easily attainable. 

I do not doubt but England is at present 
as polite a nation as any in the world; but 
any man who thinks, can easily see, that 
the afTcctation of being gay and in fasliion, 
has very near fatcn up our g ^ sense and, 
our religion. Is tliere any thing so just a.s 
that mode and gallantry shoiild be built 
upon exerting ourselves in what is pro-
per and agreeable to the institutions of jus-
tice and piety among us? And yet is there 

any thing more common, than that we run 
in jKrfect cr>ntradictii n to them? All whicli 
is supported by no other pretension, tliaii 
that It is done with what wc call a good 
grace. 

Nothing cught to be held laudable or 
becoming, but what nature itself slinuld 
prompt us to think so. Respect to all kinds 
of superiors is founded, I think, upon in-
stinct; and j e t what is so ridiculous as age.' 
I make this abrupt transition to the men-
tion of this vice, more than any other, in 
order to introduce a little stor)', which I 
think a pretty instance that the most polite 
age is in danger cf being the most vicious. 

* It happened at Athens, during a public 
representation cf some play exliibited in 
honour of the commonweali;h, that an old 
gentleman came toolate for a place suitable 
to his age and qualitv. Many of the young 
gentlemen, who observed the difficulty and 
confusion he was in, made signs to him that 
they wculd accommodate him if he came 
where they sat. T h e good man bustlM 
through the crowd accordingly; but when 
he came to the seats to which he was in-
vited, the jest was to sit close and expose 
him, as he stood, out of countenance, to the 
whole audience. T h e frolic went round 
the Athenian benches. But on those occa-
sicais there were also particular places as-
signed for foreigners. \ \ ' h e n the fjood man 
skulked towards the boxes appomted for 
the Lacedzmonians, that honest people, 
more virtuous than polite, rose up all to a 
man, and with the greatest respect received 
him among them. T h e Athenians being 
suddenly touched with a sense of the Spar-
tan virtue and their own degeneracy, gave 
a thunder of i«)plause; and the old man 
cricd out, " T h e Athenians understand 
what is good, but the Lacedsmonians prac-
tise i t . ' " R. 

No. r . ] Thursday, March 8, i r iO- I l . 
Somoia, l e rmm nts^inos, mtreciilt, pa^Bf, 
Nocwrooa l^mum, poneniai^ue Th^^ala rirfea? 

U a r . Lib, 2, Ep, ii. SOe. 

ViiiODs. and macic >peUs, can yau deftpise, 
And laugt] at witcbn, gboits. and ptodigioi? 

GOING yesterday to dme with an old ac-
quaintance, I had tiie misfortune to find the 
whole family very much dejected. Upon 
asking him the occasion of it, he told me 
that his wife had dreamt a strange dream 
the night before, which they were afraid 
portended some misfortune to themselves 
or to their children. At her coming into 
the room, 1 obsei-vcd a settled melancholy 
in her countenance, which I should have 
been trmibled for, had I not heard from 
whence it proceeded. W e were no sooner 
sat down, but after having looked upon me 
a little while, ' My dear, ' says she, turning 
to her husband, ' you may now see tlie 
stranger that was in tlie candle last night, ' 
Soon after this, as they began to talk ctf 
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famil)' afEiirs, a little Iwy at the lower end 
of the table V'ld her, that he was to g;o into 
ji>in-hanii on Thursday. ' Thursdav! ' savs 
she, ' N o , child, if ]t please <ind, yhu shall 
not begin upon Childermas-day; tell your 
wriUng-master that Friday will be soon 
enough.' I was rt'flccting with myself on 
the ntldness of her fancy, and wondering 
that any body would establish it as a rule, 
to lose a day in every week. In the midst 
of these my musinsfs, she desired me to 
reach her a little salt upon the i)oint of my 
knife, which I did in such a trepidation and 
hurry of obedience, that I let it drop by tlie 
w a r ; at which she immediately startled, 
and S!ud it fell towards her. Upon this I 
looked very blank; and, observing the con-
cern of the whole tabic, bc^an to consider 
myself, with some confusion, as a person 
that had brought a disaster upon the fami-
ly. T h e lady, however, recovering herself 
after a little space, said to her husband, 
with a sigh, ' M v dear, mis-furtunes never 
come angle . ' My friend, I foimd, actcd 
but an under p i n at his t-j^le, and being a 
p a n of more good-nature than understand-
ing, thinks himself obliged to fall in with 
all the pai'iions and humours of his yoke-
fellow. ' l ^n not vou rcmcmljcr, child, ' 
says she, ' t h a t the pigeon-house fell the 
very afternoon that our ciirclc-^s wcnch spilt 
the salt upon the table?' 'Yes , ' s.iys he, 
' my dear, and the next j v s t brought us an 
account of the battle of Almanza. ' T h e 
i ^ d e r mav guess at the figure I made, 
after having done all this mischief. I de-
spatched my dinner as soon as I ciiuld, with 
my usual taci tumitv; when, to my utter 
roiifusion, the lady ^ i n g me qiiittmg my 
knife and fork, and laying them across one 
another upon my plate, desired me that I 
w«ild humour her so far as to t ake them 
oiit of that fiinirc, and place them side by 
side. W h a t t)ie absnrdity was which I hail 
committed I did nnt know, but I suppose 
thirre was some traditionary superstititm in 
it; and therefore, in ol)cdicncc to the lady 
of tbe house, I disposed of mv knife anti 
Krk in two p^^alU•l litirs, wliich is the 
figure I shall always lav them in for the 
future, th. ugh I do not know any reason 
fur If. 

It is not diffioiH for a man to see that a 
person has co7ir^ivo<\ an aversion to him. 
For mv o w i part, I .[viickly found by the 
lady's looks, that she regarded me as a 
very odd kind of fdlo-n-, with an unfmtu-
natc aspect. For wliich reason I took my 
leave immediatclv after dinner and with-
drew to mv old lodging. Upon my return 
home, I fell into a profound contemplation 
^ the e^-ils that attend these superstitious 
follies of mankind; how they snn jec tus to 
imaginftry afflictions, and additional sor-
•^ws, that do not properly come within 
our lot A s if the natural calamities of life 
were not sifficient for it, we turn the most 
rathftirvnt circumstances into misfortunes, 
and suffer as much from trifling accidents. 

as from real evils. I have known the shoot-
ing of a star spoil a night's rest; and have 
si-en a man in love grow pale, and lose his 
aiJpetite, ujxin the plucking of a merry-
thought. A screech-owl at midnight has 
alarmed a fumily more than a band of rob-
bers; uay, the voice of a cricket hath struck 
more terror than the roaring of a lion. 
T h e r e is nothing so inconsiderable, which 
may not appear dreadful to an imaginititm 
that is filled with omens and prognostics. 
A mstv nail, or a crooked pin, shoot up into 
prodigies. 

1 rememljcr I was once in a mixt assem-
bly, tliat was full of noise and mirth, when 
on a sudden an old woman unluckily ob-
served there were thirteen of us in conipa-
nv. T h e remark struck a panic terror mto 
several wlio were present, insomuch that 
one or two of tlie ladies were going to !ea\'e 
the room; but afinend of mine taking notice 
that one of our female companions was big 
with cliild, affinneil there were fourteen in 
the room, and that instead of portending one 
of the company should die, it pUunly fore-
toldoneofthemshouldbebom, H a d n o t m y 
friend f<.und tliis exixnlient to break the 
omen, I question not f)ut half the women in 
the company would have fcillen sick that 
very niglit. 

An old maid, that is troubled with the 
vapours, produces infinite disturbances of 
tliiskind among her friends and neighbours. 
I know a maiden aunt, of a great family, 
who is one of these antiquated Sybils, that 
foreljodes and prophesies from one end of 
the year to the other. She is always seeing 
apparitions and hearing death-watches; anil 
was the other day almost frighted out of 
herwitsbythegreathoiisc-d<^, that howled 
in the sUiijle at the t ime when she lay ill 
of the tooth-ache. Such an extravagant 
cast of mind engages multitudes of people, 
not onlv in impertinent terrors, but in su-
pcrnumerarv duties of life; and arises from 
that fcar and ignorance whicii are natui-al 
to the soul of mun. T h e horror, with which 
we entertain the tlionghts of death, (or in-
deed of anv future evil) and t!ie uncertaintv 
of its approach, fill a melancholy mind with 
iimumei-able apprehensions antl suspicions, 
and consequently dispose it to the observa-
tion of such groundless prodigies and pre-
dictions. For as it is the chief concern of 
wise men to retrench the evils of life by the 
rea»>nings of philosophy; it is the employ-
ment of fools to multiply them by the senti-
ments of stiperstition. 

For my own part , I should be very much 
troubled were rendowe<l with this divining 
quality, though it should inform me truly 
of every thmg that can befal me. I would 
not anticipate the relish of any hnppniess, 
nor feel the weight of any misery, beiore it 
actually arrives. 

I know but one way of fordfymg my soul 
against these gloomy pres.ages and terrors 
of mind, and that is, by securing to my self 
the friend.->hip and protection of tlxat Being 
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whodisposes of events, and governs futurity. 
He sees at one view the whole thread of 
my existence, not only that part nf it which 
I nave already passed thnxiRh, but that 
which runs forward into all the depths of 
eternity. When I lay mc down to sleep, I 
recommend myself to his care; when 1 
awake, I give mjsclf up to his direction. 
Amidst all the evils that threaten me, I will 
lix>k up to him for help, and question not 
but he will either avert them, or turn them 
to mj ' advantage. Though I know neither 
the time nor the manner of the death I am 
to die, I am nut at all soUcitoiis about it; 
because l a m snrethat he knows them botii, 
and that he will not fail to comfort and sup-
port me under them. C. 

N a a ] Friday, March 9, 1710-11. 
At Vemif obiciiro Br td ienies *ere s^psil, 
Kt mul tn Dchuls circum IJea fudi i amic iu , 
Cerneie se ^uia eoa yi,g. j, 41s. 

mtprh otscure, ftr Veoiia kindly sJirnudi 
Wiifc sMMi Uitir penoo!, and involws in clouds. 

Drjin. 
I SHALL here ccwnmunicate to the world 

a couple of letters, which I believe will 
Rive the reader as good an entertainment as 
any that I am able to furnish him with, and 
therefore shall make no apology for them: 

' To the Sfieclator, I f f e . 
• S I R , 

' I am one of the directors of the society 
for the reformation of manners, and there-
fore think myself a proper person for your 
correspondence. I have thoroughly ex-
amined the present state of relipcsi in 
Great Britain, and am able to acqu in t you 
with the predominant vice of everv market 
town in the whole island. I can tell you the 
progress that virtue has made in all nur 
cities, boroughs, and corporaticms; and know 
as well the evil practices that are ccjmmit-
ted in Benvick or Exeter , as what is done 
in my own family. In a word. Sir, I have 
my correspondents in the remotest parts of 
the nation, who send me up punctual ac-
counts, from time to time, of all the little 
irregularities that fall under their notice in 
t-heir several districts and divisions. 
, ' I am no less acquainted with the par-

ticular quarters and re^ons of this great 
town, than with the different parts and dis-
tnbiitions of the whole nation. I can de-
sc.nbe every parish bv its impieties, and 
can tell you in which of our streets lewd-
ness prevails, which gaming has taken 
possession nf, and where drunkenness has 
sot the better nf tliem both. When I am 
disposed to raise a fine for the poor, I know 
the lanes and alleys ihs t are inhaWtedby 
common swearers. When I would encou-
r a se the hospital of Bridewell, and improve 
the hempen manufacture, I am very well. 
ac<(uainte«l with all the haunts and resorts' 
»f female ni^ht-walkers. 

'Af te r tliis short account of mvsclf, 1 

must let you know, that the desipi of this 
paper is to give you information of a certain 
irregular assembly, which I think falls very 
properly under your observation, especially 
ance the persons it is' composed of are 
criminals too conaderable for the animad-
versions of our society. I mean, sir, the 
Midnight Mask, which has of late been 
frequently held in wie of the most conspicu-
ous parts of the town, and which I near 
will be continued with additions and im-
provements. As all the persons who com-
pose the lawless assembly are masked, we 
dare not attack any of them in tnir wav, lest 
we should send a woman of quality to Bride-
well, or a peer of Great Britain to'the Coun-
ter : besides that their numbers are so very 
great, that I am a f r a d they would be able 
to rout our whole fraternity, though we 
were accompanied with our guard of con-
stables. Both these reasons, which secure 
them from our authority, make them ob-
noxious to yours; as both their disguise and 
their numbers will give no particular per-
son reason to think himself affronted by you. 

' I f we are rightly informed, the rules 
that are obsetTea by this new society, are 
wonderfully c o n t n v ^ for the advancement 
of cuckoldom. T h e women d t h e r come by 
themselves, or are introduced by friends, 
who are obliged to quit them, upon their 
first entrance, to the conversation of any 
body that addresses himself to them. T h e r e 
are several moms where the parties may 
retire, and if they please, show their faces 
by consent Whispers, squeezes, nods, and 
embraces, are the innocent freedoms of t he 
place. In short, the whole design of this 
libidinous assembly seems to terminate in 
assignations and intrigues; and I hope vou 
will take effectual methotls, by your public 
advice and admonitions, to prevent such a 
promisCTious multitude of both sexes f rom 
meeting together in so clandestine a manner. 

' I am, 
' Your humble servant, and fellow-labourer, 

' T . B. ' 
Not loig after the pemsal of this letter, 

I received another upon the same subject; 
which, by the date and style of it, I t a t e to 
be written by some young' templar; 
' S i r , Middle Temple, 1710-11. 

' When a man has been guilty of any vice 
or folly, I think the best atonement he can 
make for it, is to warn others not to fall into 
the like. In order to this I must acquiunt 
you, that some time in February last f went 
to the Tuesday's masquerade. Upon my 
first going in I was attacked by half a dozen 
female quakers, who seemed willing to 
adopt me for a brother; but utmn a nearer 
examination 1 found they were a sisterhood 
of coquettes, disguised in that precise habit. 
I was soon after taken out to dance, and as 
I fancied, by a woman of the first quality, 
for she wa.s very tall, and moved gracefully. 
As soon as the minuet was over, we ogled 
otic another Uirough our masks; and as I 
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am very well read in Waller , I repeated to 
her the four fdlowing verses out of his poem 
t«j Vandyke: 

** T h e loTer does not know 
Wbiwe e j - u tliey are tha i wound hiiu 90; 
Bu t . conroaiidea w i th tb^ ar t . 
Inqui res ber n a m e Iba t baa t i g b e a n . " 

I pronounced these words with such a 
languishiiiB air, that I had some reason to 
conclude 1 had made a conquest She told 
me that she hoped my face was not akin to 
my ton®e, and looking upon her -watch, I 
accidei«Jlv discovered the f ^ r e of a coro-
net on the back part of it. f w a s so trans-
ported with the tliought nf such an amour, 
that I plied her from one room to another 
with aU the gallantries I could invent; and 
sU lensth brought things to so happy an 
issue, that she gave me a private meeting 
the next da^, without page or footman, 
coach or eqtipage. Mv heart danced in 
raptures; bat 1 had not fived in this golden 
dream alxne three days, before I found 
good reason to wish that I had cont inu^ 
true to my laundress. I have since heard, 
by a very ^reat accidcnt, that this fine lady 
does not live far from Cownl-garden, a n i 
that I am not the first cul^' whom she has 
passed herself upon for a countess. 

' Thus, sir, vou see how I have mistaken 
a cloud for a funo; and if you can make any 
use of this adventure, /or the benefit of 
those who may possibly he as v a n young 
coxcombs as myself, I do most heartily give 
you leave. 

• I am, Sir, 
* Your most humble admirer, 

'B. L . ' 
I deagn to visit the next masquerade 

jnvself, in the same habit I wore at Grand 
Csuro; and till then shall suspend my judg-
ment of tliis midnight entertainment! C. 

No, 9 . ] Saturday, March 10,1710-11. 
-Hgr i s Afit rabida cum tigride incem 

P e r p ^ t u a m : aBvis i i i t« t s e c o n v e D i l u n i f l . 
J n . SM. vr. 161 

T c r i w i lh Ii2>r, bear i r i l b bear you' l l And 
In lea^uea e f c n j i t e and defens iw joiu 'd . 7kM. 

MAN is s«d to be a sociable ajiimal, and, 
as an instance of it, we may o l ^ r v e , that 
we take all occasions and preteijtes ofiorm-
ing ourselves into those little noctui*^ as-
semblies, which are commoiilv known bv 
the name of clubs. "When a set of men find 
themselves ^ r e e in any particular, though 
never so triMal, they establish themselves 
into a kind of fraternity and meet once or 
twice a week, upon the account of sticli a fan-
tastic resemblance. I know a considerable 
market-town, in which there was a club of 
fat men, that did not come together (as you 
may well suppose) to entertain one another 
with sprightlmess and wit, but to keep one 
another in countenance. The room where 
the club met was something of the largest, 
and liiicl two entrances, the one by a door 
of a mnderate size, and the other by a pair 

of folding doors, If a candidate for this cor-
pulent ciub could make his entrance through 
the first, he was looked upon as unqualifie<l; 
but if he stuck in the passage, and could 
not force his way through it, the folding-
doors were immediately thrown open for 
his recyjtion, and he was saluted as a bro-
ther. I h a v e heard that this club, though 
it consisted hut of fifteen persons, weighed 
above three tons. 

In opposition to this society, there sprung 
up another composed of scarecrows and 
skeletons, who, being very meagre and en-
vious, did all thCT could "to thwart the de-
signs of their bTOky brethren, whom they 
represented as men of dangerous principles; 
till at length they worked them out of the 
favour of the people, and consequently out 
of the magistracy. These factions tore the 
corporation m pieces for several years, till 
at length they came to this accomniodatirm: 
that the two b^ifFs of the town shculd be 
annually chosen out of the two clubs; by 
which means the principal magistrates are 
at this (^y coupled like rabbits, a i e fat and 
one lean. 

Every one h ^ heard of the club, or ra-
ther the confederacy of the Kings. This 
grand alliance was formed a little after the 
return of King Charles the Second, and ad-
mitted into it men of all qualities and pro-
fessions, provided they agreed in the sur-
name of King, which, as they imagined, 
sufficientiy declared the owners of it to be 
altogether ^ t a i n t e d with republican and 
ant i-monar^ical principles. 

A christian name has likewise been often 
used as abadge of distinction, and made the 
occasion of a club. T h a t of the Georges, 
which used to meet at the agn of the 
George, on S t George's day, and swear 
'Before George, ' is still fresh in everyone's 
memory. 

There are at present, in several parts of 
this city, what they call street-clubs, in 
which the chief inhabitants of the street 
converse together e v ^ n igh t 1 remem-
ber, upon my inquiring after lodgings in 
Ormond-street, the landlord, to recommend 
that quarter of the town, told me, there 
was at that time a very good club in it; he 
also told me, upon further discourse with 
him, that two or three noisy couiitiy 
'sqiiires, who were settled there the year 
bel Fore, had considerably s\mk the price of 
house-rent; and that the chib (to prevent 
the like inconveniencies for the future) had 
thoughts cf taking every house that becamc 
vacant into their own hands, till they had 
found a tenant for it, cf a sociable nature 
and good conversation. 

T h e Hum-Drum club, of which I was 
formerly an unworthy member, was made 
u p of very honest gentlemen, of peaccable 
dispositiciis, that ' used to a t together, 
smoke their pipes, and say nothing, till mid-
night T h e Mum club (as I am informed) 
is an institution of the same nature, and as 
great an enemy to noise. 
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After these two inn(«ent societies, I can-

not forbear mentiDning a very misr.liicvous 
"lie, that was erected in the r e i ^ of King 
Charles the second: I mean the club nf 
duellists, ill which none was to be admitted 
tliat had not fouglit his man. T h e presi-
dent of it -was saiil to have killed halt a do-
zen in single combat; and as for the other 
members, they took their scats according 
to the number of their slain. There was 
likewise a side-table, for such as had only 
dr^wn blood, and shown a laudable aml>i-
tion of taking the fii-st oppnrtunitv to qviali-
fy themselves for the first table. This club, 
consisting only of men of honour, did not 
continue long, most of the members of it 
being put tn the sword, or hanged, a little 
after its institution. 

Our modem celebrated clubs are found-
ed upon eating and drinking, which are 
points wherein in-st men agree, and in 
which the learned and the illiterate, the 
dull and the airv, the philosopher and the 
buffx>n, can ail of them bear a part . T h e 
Kit-cat* itself is said to have taken its ori-
ginal from a mutton-pie. T h e Beef-steakf 
and October clubs are neither of them 
averse to eating and drinking, if we mav 
form a judgment of them from their r ^ 
spective titles. 

When men are thus knit together, by a 
Iwe of society, n i t a spirit of'faction, and 
do not meet to censure or annov tliose that 
are absent, but to enjoy one another; when 
they are thus combined for their own im-
provement, or for the gootl of others, or at 
least to relax themselves from the business 
of the day, by an innocent and cheerful con-
versation, tliere may be something veiy 
useful in these little institutions and esta-
blishments. 

I cannot forbear concluding this paper 
with aschemeof laws that I met with upon 
a wall in a little alehouse. How I came 
tliither I may inform my reader at a more 
convenient time. Ttiese laws were enact-
ed by a knot of artisans and mechanics, 
who used to meet every night; and as 
there is snmetliing in them which gives us 
a [iretty picture of low life, I shall tran-
sciibe them word for word. 

*Thia p!ub, whit-h i i o k i t s n e m e Chri«inplwr 
r a t . the in&ker of thPir mill ion-pies, w a s or ie ina l lv 
formed in about ihe t im'! tbe t r i a l of the 
RTvon bIshofH, for a l i i t if f r r e e v f t i i n j conversa i ion 
h u t in ttuoen A n B e t r f ian com p e t e nded abovt fnriy 
n.-ibleinen and R n i l e m e u of Die first r a n k , all firm 
fri^ends 10 the i ] a n o v e r i a n Biicc«nion. Th« verae« for 
Tlj»ir toas t inc Klasses w r e writi^'n by Gar tb , a n d the 
P o r t r a i u n f all I n m f m l i r n painted byKne l l e r , w h o 
wa« hiioMlf one nf t f t r i r n i imhpr ; l»-nee all por t ra i t s 
o r the »»me d imens ions a r e a t t h i s limf k n o w n by the 
n a r n e o f K i t C a t . Jacob T o i u o n , the hnokseller waa 
thei r secretary, and Injilt a t a l l e r y a i hig koune a t B a m 
t i rna , for t h e reception of ine pictures, and where the 
c lub oMasional ly held i t s roeetings Prom Toninii 
t h i s valnable collection has come hf inher i t ance to 
Samuel Baker, K«ti. of H»ttin5fot<lbiiry, near l ie t t ford 

f Of this club, i t i s s a i d , l l n t M r » . W n r ! i n r t o n , t h e c m l y 
w o m a n l e l o n e i n s to i l . w » » presiilont; Ricliard E«l-
coiirt, ihc ronieilian, w a s t)leir provedore, and a s nn 
IninouraWe bailee of hi" office, wore a small eml i roa 
o f j o W b j i i j r o u n d Lis m-tk w i t h a j r e e n s i lkr ibaniJ 

/o be obtfrved in the Tiao-fimny 
Club, erected in ihia place, for the pre-
servation of friendship and good neigh-
bourhood. 

1. E v e ^ member at his first coming in 
shall l a j down his two-pence. 

n . hve iy member shall fill his pipe out 
of his own box. 

III . if any member absents himself he 
shall forfeit a pennv for t he use of t he 
club, unless in case oi' sickness or imprisai-
meiit 

IV. If any member swears or curses, his 
neighbour may give him a kick upon the 
shins. 

V. If any member tells stories in the club 
that are not true, he shall forfeit for every 
thiM lie an half-pennv. 

VI. If any member strikes another 
wrnnrfiilly he shall pay his club for him. 

v l l . I f any member brings his wife into 
the club, he sliali pay for whatever she 
drinks or smokes. 

VIII . It" any member 's wife comes to 
fetch him home from the club, she sliall 
speak to him without the door. 

IX. If any member calls another acuck-
old, he shall Ijc turned out of the club. 

X. None shall be admitted into the club 
that is of the same trade with any member 
of I t . 

XI. None of the club shall have his 
clothes or shoes made or mended, but by a 
brother member. 

XII. No non-juror shall be capable of 
being a member. 

T h e morality of this little club is guanled 
by such wholesome laws and penalties, 
that I (juestion not but my reader will be 
as well pleased with them as he would 
have been with t he Leget Convivalet of 
Ben Jonson, the regtilations of an old 
Roman club, cited by J.ipsius, or the niles 
of a Sympoeium Jn an ancient Greek au-
thor. 

.] Monday, Marth 12, i n O - l l . 
N'on aliter qiiam ini adversn Tix fliimine lerobum 

Remieii»»iibi«il: si brarhia forte remi^it. ' 
A t q u e ilium in precepapeono rapi t a l v e u s a m n i . 

VxTg. <7wfy. i-v.au. 
Bo tbe taafa b r a w n y crew tbe c u r r e n t s tem. 
Ami slow advaiicinu, s i rud- le »-itli t h e s t ream: 
But If they slack thei r hands , or ceaao to str ive. 
T b c n down the flood w i t l headlong haste tbcy d r i i e 

liryia. 
IT is with much satisfaction that I hear 

this great city inquiring dav by day after 
these my papers, and receiving my morn-
ing lccture.s with a becoming seriousness 
and attention. My publisher tells me, that 
there are already three thousand of them 
distributed every day : so that if I allow 
twentv readers to every paper, which I 
look 

upon as a modest computation, I may 
reckon about threescore thousand disciples 
in London and Westminster, who I hops 
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wiUtnkc carctoclistin^iish thcmst'Ivesfrrm 
tl'.e tli'«is;litlcss liei-d of thvir ignorant aiid 
i latltTtive brcthivii. Shine I have raised 
to niysi'lf so grciit an aiidienc.', 1 sh;ill sparu 
11" piiiis to make their instructL n agrec-
af)K', and tTioir dlvei>.i(;n useful. For which 
reasmis I shall endeavour t " enliven mo-
rality with wit, and to temper wit with 
mnralitj', that my readers may, if possible, 
both wavs find their account m tlie specu-
laticm of the day. And to the end that 
their virtue and discretion may not be 
short, transient, intermitting starts of 
thought. I haveresolvcd to refresh their me-
mories from day to day, till I have recover-
ed them out of that desperate state of vice 
and folly into which the age is fallen. T h e 
mind that lies fallow but a sii^le dav, 
sprouts up in follies that are only to be kill-
ed by a constant and as.siduous culture. It 
wa.s said of Socrates, that he brought phi-
losophy down from heaven, to inhabit 
aniong men; and I shall be ambitious to 
have It siud of me that I have brought phi-
lojophy out of closets and libraries, schools, 
^ colleges, to dwell in clubs and assem-
blies, at tea-tables, and in cofFee-hovises 

I would, therefore, in a very particular 
manner, recommend these my speculations 
to all well-R-gulated families, that set 
apart an hour in every morning for tea 
and bread and butter; and would earnestly 
advise thcra, for their good, to order this 
s i w r t o b e punctually served up, and to be 
ooXcd ipon as a part of the t ea -equ ip ;^ . 

Sir Francis Bacon observes, that a well-
written book, compared with its rivals and 
antagonists, is like Moses's serpent, that 
immediately swallowed up and devoured 
those of the Egyptians. I shall not be so 
vain as to think, that where the Spectator 
appears, theotherpubl icprintswil vanish; 
but shall leave it to mv reader's considera-
ticfl, whether it is not much better to be let 
into the knowledge of one's self, than to hear 
what passes in Muscovy or Poland; and to 
amuse ourselves with such wr i t inp as tend 
t ^ h c wearing c«it of ignorance, passion, 
and prejudice, than such as i i a tu r^y con-
duce to inflame hatreds, and make enmi-
ties irreconcilable? 

In the next place I would recommend 
this paper to the daily perusal of those gen-
tlemen whom I cannot but consider as mv 
good brothers and allies, I mean the fra-
ternity of Spectators, who l ive in the world 
without having any thing to do in it; and 
either by the affluence of their fortunes, or 
l^aziness of tlicir dispositions, have no other 
busmess with the rest of mankind, but to 
look upon them. Under this class of men 
arccomprehended all contemplative trades-
men, titular physicians, fellows of the rovai 
society, templars that arc not given to'bc 
contentious, and statesmen that arc out of 
b ^ n e s s ; in short, every one that considers 
the world as a theatre, and desires to 
torm a right judgment of those who are the 
actors on i t 

There is another set of men that I must 
liki wise lay a claim to, whom I have lately 
called the f>laiiks of society, as being altii-
gfcthcr unfurnished with ideas, till the bu-
siness and conversation (f the clay has sup-
plied them. I have often considered those 
pcx>r souls with an eye of great commisera-
tion, when I have heard them asking tiie 
first man they have met with, whether 
there was any news stirring? and by that 
means gathering together materials for 
thinking. These neecfy persons do not know 
what to talk of, till abcut twelve o'clock in 
tiie morning; for by that time tliey are 
pretty good judges of tlie weather, Itnow 
whicfi way the wind sits, and whether the 
Dutch mail come in. As they lie at the 
mercy of the first man they meet, and are 
grave or impertinent all the day long, ac-
cording to the notions which they have 
imbibed in the momhig, I would earnestly 
entreat them not to stir out of their cham-
bers till thev have read this paper, and do 
promise them that I will dkly instil into 
them such sound and wholesome senti-
ments, as shall have a good tjffect cn their 
conversation for the ensuing twelve hours. 

But there are none to whom this paper 
will be more useful than to the female 
world. I have often thought there has not 
been sufficient pains taken in finding out 
proper cmplo\'ments and diveraons for the 
fair ones. The i r amusements sctm con-
trived for them, rather as they arc wonicii, 
than as tlicy are reasonable creatiircs; and 
are more adapted to the sex than to the 
species. T h e toilet is their gi-eat scene of 
business, and the right adjusting of their 
hair the principal employment of their 
lives. T h e sorting of a suit of ribands is 
reckoned a verv good morning's work; and 
if they make aii excursion to a mercer 's or 
a toy-shop, so great a fatigue makes them 
unfit for any thing else ail the daj after. 
Their more serious occupations are sew 
ing and embroidery, and their gi-eatest 
drudgery the preparations of jellies and 
sweetmeats. This, I say, is the state c.f 
ordinary women; thoiigli I know there a r e 
multitudes of those of a more elevated lite 
and conversation, that move in an exalted 
sphere of knowledge and virtue, that join 
all the beauties of the mind to the orna-
ments of dress, and inspire a kind of awe 
and respect, as well as love, into their 
male b^olders . I hope to iiicrea-sc the 
number of these bv publishing this daily 
paper, which I shall always endeavour to 
m i e an innocent if not an improving en-
tertainment, and by tiiat means at least di-
vert the minds of my female readers from 
greater trifles. At the same time, as I 
would fain give some finishing touches to 
those whirh are already the most beautiful 
pieces in human nature, I shall endeavour 
to point out all those Iniperfectionstliat are 
the blemishes, as well as those \ ir tues 
which are the embellishments, of the sex. 
In the meanwhile, 1 hope these my gen-
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tie readers, who have so irnich time on 
their hands, wilt not grudre throwing iway 
a quarter of an hour in a axy on this paper, 
since they may do it without any liindrance 
to business. 

I know several of my friends and well-
wishei-s are in great pain for me, lest I 
should not be able to keep up the spirit of a 
paper which I oblige myself to furnish eveiy 
dav; but to make them easv in this parti-
cular, I will promise them faithfully to give 
it over as soon as I CTOW dull, This I know 
•will be a matter of great raillery to the 
small wits, who will frequently put me in 
mind of niy promise, desire me to keep my 
word, assure me that it is high time to 
give over, with many other little pleasant-
ries of the like nature, which men cjf a lit-
tle smart genius camiot forbear liirowing 
out ^jainst their best friends, when they 
have such a handle given them of being 
witty. But let them remember, that I do 
hercbv enter my caveat a g m s t this paece 
of raillery. C, 

N a 11.] Tuesday, March 13, iriO-11. 
Dfit veniam corvis, vexat censuia c^luID^as, 

J N . E«I. IL. S3. 
Tbe doves are nnaur'd, while Uncrowi aie spat'd. 

ARIETTA is nsited by all persons of both 
sexes, who have any pretence to wit and 
gallantry. She is in that time of life which 
is neither affccted with the follies of youth, 
or infirmities of a re ; and her conversa-
tion is so mixed with gaiety and prudence, 
that she is a m c a b l e both to the old and 
the young. Her behaviour is veiy f r a ik , 
without being in the leasE blameable; and 
as she is out of the t rack of any amorous or 
ambitious pui-suits of her own, her visitors 
entertain her with accounts of themselves 
very freely, whether they concern their 
passions or their interests, I made her a 
visit this aftemofsi, having been formeriy 
introduced to the honour of her acquaint-
ance by my friend Wi l l Honeycomb, who 
has prevailed upon her to admit me some-
times into her assembly, as a civil inoffen-
sive man. I found her accompanied with 
one person only, a common-place talker, 
who, upon my entrance, arose, and after a 
very slight civility sat down ^ a i n ; then, 
turning to Arietta, pursued his discourse, 
which r found was upon the old topic of 
constancy in love. He went on with great 
facility in repeating what he talks every 
il^y of his life; and with the ornaments of 
insignincant laughs and ^s tu res , enforced 
his arguments by fjuotations out of plays 
and songs, which allude to the perjuries of 
the fair, and the genei-al levity of women. 
Methought he strove to .shine more than 
ordinarily in his talkative way, that he 
rnight insult my silence, and distinguish 
himself before a woman of Arietta's taste 
and understanding. She had often an in-
clination to interrupt him, but could find 

no opportunity, till the Itmrm ceased of it-
self, which it did not till he had repeated 
and nuirdered the celebrated story of the 
Ephesian matron. 

Ariette seemed to regard Sfris piece of 
raillery as an outrage done to her sex; as 
indeed I have always observed that wo-
men, whether out of a nicer r tganl to their 
honour, or what other reason, I cannot 
tell, are more sensdbly tonched with those 
general aspersicms which are cast upon 
their sex, than men are by what is sakf of 
theirs. 

W h e n she had a Lttle recovered herself 
from the .serious anger she was in, she re-
plied in the following manner. 

' Sir, when I consider how perfectlyne^^ 
all you have said on this subject is, and that 
the story you have given us is not quite two 
thousand years old, I cannot but think it a 
piece of presumption to dispute it with you; 
but your quotations put me in n m d of the 
fable of the lion and the man. T h e man 
walking with that noble animal, showed 
him, in the ostentation of human supe-
riority, a sign of a man killing a lion. Ujxm 
which, the lion s«d, very justly, " W o 
lions are none of us painters, else we conld 
show a hundred men killed by lions, for 
one lion killed by a man," You men are 
writers, and can represent us women as 
unbecoming as you please in your wo i t s , 
while we are unable to rc tum the injory. 
You have twice or thrice observed in rair 
discourse, that h y p ^ r i s y is the very flion-
dation of our education; and that an ability 
to dissemble our affections is a prrfcssed 
part of our breeding. These, and such 
other reflections, are sprinkled up and 
down the wri t ing of all ages, by authors, 
who leave behind them memorials of their 
resentment against the scorn of particular 
women, in invectivcs against the whole 
sex. Such a writer, I doubt not, was the 
celebrated Petronius, who invented the 
pleasant amava t inns of the frailty of the 
Ephesian lady; but when we consider this 
question between the sexes, which has 
been either a point of dispute or r ^ l e r y 
ever since there were men and women, let 
us take facts from plain people, and from 
such as have not either ambition or capa-
city to embellish their narrations with any 
beauties of imagination. I was the other 
day amusing myself with Ligncm's Account 
of Barbadoes; and in answer to your well-
wrought tale, I will give you (as it dwells 
upon "my memory) out of that honest t r a -
veller, in his fifty-fifth page, the history of 
Inkle and Yarica 

' M r . Thomas Inkle, of London, aged 
twenty vears, embarked in Che Downs, in 
the good ship called the Achilles, bound 
for the West Indies, on the I6th of June, 
1647, in order to improve his fortune by 
trade and merchandise. Our adventurer 
was the third son of an eminent citizen, 
who had taken particular care to instil into 
his mind an early love of g ^ , by making 
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him a perfect master of numbers, and con-
seoiiently giving him a quick view of loss 
ariQ advantage, and preventing the natural 
impulses of rus passion, hy prepossession 
towards his interests. With a mind thus 
turned, youiig Iiikle had a person evorj' 
way agreeable, a niddj" vigour in his coun-
tenance, strength in his limbs, with ringlets 
of fair hair loosely fiowing on his shoul-
ders. I t happene'd in the course of the 
voyage, that the .\chilles, in some distress, 
put into a creek on the main of Aracrica, 
m search of provisions. T h e youth who is 
the hero of m^ story, among others, went 
on shore on this occiaon. Frnm their first 
landing they were observed by a party of 
Indians, who hid themselves m the woods 
for that purpose. T h e F^glish unadvisedly 
marched a great distance from the shore 
into the cruntry, and were intercepted by 
^ e natives, who slew the greatest number 
of them. Our adventurer escaped among 
ethers, by flying into a forest. Upon his 
coming into & remote and pathless part of 
fte wood, he threw himself, tired and 
b i^ th less , on a little hillock, when an In-
dian maid rushed from a thicket behind 
him. Af ter the first surprise they appear-
ed mutually agreeable to each other. If 
the European was highly charmed with 
the limbs, features, and wild graces of the 
naked American; the American was no 
less taken with the dress, complexion and 
shape of an European, covered from h ^ 
to font. T h e Indian grew immediately 
enamoured of him, and consequently soli-
citois for his preservation. She therefore 
conveyed him to a cave, where she gave 
him a delicious repast of fruits, and led 
him to a stream to ^ a k e his thirst In the 
midst of these good offices, she would some-
times play with his .h^r , and delight in 
the opposition of its colour to that of her 
fingers: then open his bosom, then laugh 
at him for covering i t She was, it seems, 
a person of distinction, fnr she everv day 
came to him in a different dress, ot the 

p i t i f u l shells, bugles, and beads, 
s h e Ilk ̂ s e brought him a great manv 
SP"*" which her other lovers had present-
ed to her, so that his cave was richly 
^ o m e d with all the spotted skins of 
bcMts, and most partv-coloured feathers 
of fowls which that world afforded. To 
make his confinement more tolerable, she 
would carry him in the dusk of the eve-
mng, or by the favour of moonlight, to un-
frequented grovea and solitudes, and show 
him where to lie down in safetv, and sleep 
amidst the falls of waters and melody of 
nightingales. Her part was to watch and 
hold him awake in her arms, for fear of 
her countrymen, and w ^ e him on occa-
sions to consult his safety. In this manner 
^ d the lovers pass away thrir time till 
they had learned a language of their own, 
m which the voyager communicated to his 
miR^ss how happy he should be to have 
her m his country, where she should be 

5 

clothed in such silks as his waistcoat was 
made of, and be carried in houses drawn 
by horses, without being exposctl to wind 
or weather. All this he promised her the 
enjoyment of, without such fears and 
alarms as thev were there tormented with. 
In this toider correspondence these lovers 
lived for several months, when Yarico, 
instructed by her lover, discovered a ves-
sel on the coast, to which she made a g -
nals; and in the night, with the utmost joy 
and satisfaction, accompanied him to a 
ship's crew of his countrymen, bound for 
Barbadoes. W h e n a vessel from the miun 
arrives in that island, it seems the planters 
come down to the shore, where there is 
an immediate market of the Indians and 
other slaves, as with us of horses and oxen. 

' T o be short, Mr. Thomas Inkle now 
coming into English territories, began se-
riously to reflect upon his loss of time, and 
to weigh with himself how many days' in- , 
terest of his money he had lost during his 
stay with Yarica This thought made the 
young man pensive, and careful what ac-
count he should be able to give his friends 
of his voyage. Upon which consideration, 
the prudent and frugal young man sold 
Yarico to a Barbadian merchant; notwith-
standing the poor girl, to incline him to 
commiserate her cwidition, told him that 
she was with child by him: but he onl^ 
made use of that information, to rise in his 
demands upon the purchaser. ' 

I was so touched with this story (which 
I think should be always a counterpart to 
the Epheaan matron) that I left the room 
with tears in ray eyes, which a woman of 
Arietta's good sense did, I am sure, take 
f i r greater applause than any compliments 
I could make her. 

J 

No. 12.] Wednesday, March U, 1710-11. 
V«tem fiviu tibi de pulnone reyello. 

PM. Sal. T. 93. 
I root lb* old woman from tby drmblia; bearC. 
AT NW coming to London, it was some 

time b ^ r e I cnuld settle myself in a house 
to my liking. I was forced to quit mv first 
I'ldgings by reason of an officious l an i ady , 
that would be asking me every momiiig 
how I had slept I tiien fell into an honest 
family, and lived very happ ly for above a 
week'; when my landlord, who was a jolly, 
good-natured man, took it into his head 
that I wanted compaTij', and therefore 
would frequently come into mv chamber, 
to keep me from being alone. This I bore 
for two or three days; but telling nie one 
day that he was afraid I was melancholy, 
I thought it was high time for me to 6e 
gone, and acconUnrfy took new lodgings 
that very night About a week after, 1 
found my jolly landlord, who, as I said be-
fore, was an honest, hearty man, had put 
me into an advertisement in the D ^ i y 
Courant, in the following words: ' W h e r e -
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as a melancholjf man left his lodgings on 
Thursday last, in the afternoon, and -was 
af terwards seen going towards Islington; if 
any one can give notice of him to R. B. 
fishmonger in the Strand, he shall be very 
well rewarded for his pains. ' As I am the 
best man in the world to keep my own 
counsel, and my landlord, the fishmonwr, 
not knowing my name, this accident ot my 
life was never discovered to this very day, 

I am now settled with a widow woman, 
who has a great many children, and com-
plies with my humour in every thing- I do 
not remember that we have exchanged a 
word together these five years; my coffee 
cnmes into my chamlwr everv morning 
without asking fnr it: i f l w a n t f i r e , I point 
to mv chimney, if water to my basin, upon 
which my landlady nods, as much as to say 
she takes my meaning, and immediately 
obeys m y s i s a l s . She has likewise mo-
delled h e r family so well, that when her 
little boy offers to pull me by the coat, or 
prattle in my face, his eldest sister imme-
diately calls him off, and bids him not dis-
turb the gentleman. At my first entering 
into the family, I was troubled with the 
civility of their rising up to me every time 
I came into the room; but my landlady ob-
serving that upon these occasions I always 
cried Pish, and went out again, has forbid-
den any such cercmony to be used in the 
house; so that at present I walk into tte 
kitchen or parlour, without bein^ taken n<>-
tice of, or giving any interruption to the 
business or discourse of the femily. T h e 
maid will ask her mistress (though I am 
by) whether the gentleman is residy to go 
to dinner, as the mistress (who is indeed an 
excellent housewife) scolas at the servants 
as heartily before my face, as behind my 
back. In short, I move u p and down the 
house, and enter into all companies with 
the same libtrty as a cat, or any other do-
mestic animal, and am as little suspected 
ol telling any thmg that I hear or see. 

I remembCT last winter there were seve-
ral young girls of the neighbourhood sitting 
about the fire with my landlady's daugh-
ters, and telling stories of spirits and appa-
ritions. UpKin my opening the door the 
young women broke off their discourse, but 
my landlady's daughters telling them that 
it was nobody but the gentleman (for that 
is the name which I goby in the neighbtiir-
hood, i s well as in the family) they went 
on without minding me. I seated myself by 
the candle that stood <x> a table at one end 
of the room; and pretending to read a book 
that I took out of my pocket, heard several 
dreadful stories of ghosts, as pale as ashes, 
that had stood at the feet of abed, or walked 
over a church-yard by moon-light; and of 
others that had been conjured into the Red-
sea, for disturbing people's rest, and draw-
ing their curtiuns at midnight, with many 
other old women's fablesof the like nature. 
As one spirit raised another, I observed, 
that at the end of every story the whole 

company dosed their ranks, and crowded 
about the fire- I took notice in particular 
of a little b w , who was so attentive to every 
stoiy, that f am mistaken if he ventures to 
go to bed by himself this twelvemonth. In-
deed they talked so long, that the imarfna-
tions of the whole Eissembly were manifestly 
crazed, and, I am sure, will be the worse 
for it as long as they live. I heard one of 
the rirls, that had looked upon me over h e r 
shoulder, a-sking the companv how long I 
had been in the room, and whether I did 
not look paler than I used to do. This put 
me under some ap])rehcnsions that 1 should 
be forced to explain mvself, if I did not re-
tire; for which reason I took the candle into 
my hand, and went up into my chamber, 
not witiiout wondering at this unaccounta-
ble weakness in reasonable creaturcs, tha t 
they should love to a-'%tonish and tcrrifv one 
another. W e r e I a father, I should take a 
jarticular care to preserve my children 
mm these little horrors of imagination, 

which they are apt to contract when they 
are young, and are not able to shake oft 
when they are in years. I have known a 
soldier that has entered a breach, affrighted 
a t his own shadow, and look pale upon a 
little scratching at his door, who the day 
before bad marched u p against a battery of 
cannon. T h e r e are m stances of persons, 
who have been terrified even to distraction 
at the figure of a tree, or the shaking of a 
bulrush. T h e t ruth of it is, I look upon 
a sound imagination as the greatest blessing 
of life, next to a clear judgment, and a good 
conscience. In the mean time, since there 
are very few whose minds a re not more or 
less subject to these dreadful thoughts and 
apprehensions, we ought to arm ourselves 
against them by the dictates of reason and 
religion, ' t o pull the old woman out of our 
hear ts , ' (as P e r a u s exjjresses it in the motto 
oC my paper , ) and extinguish those imper-
tinent notions which we imbibed at a time 
that we were not able to judge of their ab-
surdity. Or , if we believe, as many wise 
and good men have done, that there are 
such phantoms and apparitions as those I 
have been speaking of, let us endeavour to 
establish to ourselves an interest in Him, 
who holds the reins of the whole creation 
in his hands, and moderates them after 
such a manner, that it is impossible for one 
being to break loose upon another without 
his knowledge and permission. 

For my own part , I am apt to join in the 
opinion with those who believe that all the 
regions of nature swarm with spirits; and 
that we have multitudes of spectators on all 
our actions, when we think cjurselves most 
alone; but instead of terrifyingmyself with 
such a notion, I am wonderfully pleased to 
think that 1 am always engaged with such 
an innumerable society in searching out the 
wonders of the creation, and joining in the 
same concert of praise and adoration. 

Milton has finely described this mixed 
communion of men and spirits in paradise; 
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and had doubtless his eye upr>n a verse in 
old Hesiod, which is almost word for word 
the same with his third line in the follow-
ing passage: 

Nr>r t h i n k , i lmui tb m m werr . n n n e , 
H i B i b e a r ' n w o u l d w a r n t p e r i f i i o n . Gt-1 w a n t p r a i K ; 
M i l l i o n s of «pi r i t u a l e i * a i u r » f w a l k t h e f a r t It 
I lnBMB, b o t h vrhpn v t waki - anrl w h e n «-e s l e e p ; 
All t h e x w i t l i i »a«e l e i a p r a i w h i s w o r k s b e b n l f 
Bnih d a y aii.1 n i e b l . H o w o f t e n f r o m t b e s t e e p 
O f e c h o i n g hi l l o r Ih icke l h a v e w e b e a r d 
Ce les t i a l «iMi-e< to the m i d n i e h t a i r , 
f V ^ , or i w p o n s i v e eai-h to o t h e r ' s n o t e 
P i n t i n e t b e i r u r e a l C r e a t o r ? O f t In t a n f l a , 
W h i k I b f y k>ep w a t c h , or n i s h t l y r o u n t l i n n w a l k . 
W i t h h e a . a l y l o u t b o f i n s i m m e n t a l soun<l>. 
I n fuU tanniiinic n u m b e r j o i n d . t h e i r l o n e a 
DiYiile U k D . j h i , a n d l i f t o u r thouBlite to b o a V n . 

Parndue La^. 
c . 

N a 13.] Thursday, March IS, iriO-11. 

K c m i h l , s i f u e r i s t u leo, q u a l i s e r i s J Man. 

W e r e j o t t a l i o n , b o w w o u l d y o u b e h a n ? 

THERE is nothing that of late years has 
attorded matter of p-eater amusement to 
the town than Sigmor Nicolini's combat 
with a lion m the Hayinarket, which has 
been very often exhibited to the general 
satisfectim of most of the nobility and gen-
try m the kingdom of Great Britain. Upon 
tbe brst nitnour of this intended combat it 
* a s confidentiy affirmed, and is still be-
lieved, by many in both galleries, that fliere 
would be a tame Uon sent from the tower, 
evew opera night, in order to be killed by 
nyaaspes; this report, though altogether 
STOundless, so universally prevfuled in the 
"iP^i" regions of the playhouse, that some 
•n the most refined politicians in those parts 
« t h e audience, gave it out in whisper, that 
ine lion was a coutnn-gcnnan of the tiger 
wno^made his appearance in King Wil-
liams days, and that the stage would be 
app l ied with lions at the public expense 

^ ^ y likewise 
Ji w t he conjectures of the treatment which 

the hands 
w ^ C h ^ ' " ; ' " " ! some supposed that he 

recitativo, as Orphetis 
wUd beasts in his time, 

S m e knock him on the head 

h u r t l v i ^ n ^ 'ion will 
to ha"^ s e e ^ h ; Pretended 

have made it mv business to K 
tter this pretended Uon is i ^ a l ^ S v a S 

K'«beforelcommumcatemydiscoverir<i 
I must acquaint the reader, t i a t u n i r ^ i 
" -^kmg bthind the sccnes last wlnte?^ 

was thinking on something else, I acci-
dentally jusdcd agmnst a monstrous animal 
that extremely startled me, and upon my 
nearer survey of it, a p p ^ r e d to be a lion 
rampant. T'he lion seeing me very much 
surprised, told mc, in a ^ n t l e voice, that 
I might come by him, if I pleased: ' For, ' 
says he, * I do not intend to hurt any body.' 
I thanked him very kindly, and passed b y 
him: and in a little time after saw him leap 
upon the stage, and act his part with very 
great applause. I t has been observed by 
several that the lion has changed his man-
ner of acting twice or thrice since his first 
appearance; which will not seem strange, 
when I acquiunt my reader that the lion 
has been changed upon the audience three 
several times. T h e first lion was a candle 
snuffer, who being a fellow of a testy cho-
leric temper, overdid his part, and would 
not suffer himself to be killed so e a ^ y as 
he ought to have done; besides, it was ob-
served of him, that he grew more surly 
every time that he came out of the lion; 
and having dropt some words in ordinaiy 
conversation, as if he had not fought his 
best, and that he suffered himself to be 
thrown upon his back in the scuffle, and 
that he would wrestle with Mr, Nicolini 
for what he pleased, out of his lion's skin, 
it was thought proper to discard him: and 
it is verily oelieved, to this day, that had 
he been brought upon the stage another 
time, he would certainly have done mis-
chicf. Besides, it was objected ga ins t the 
first lion, that he rearea himseli so high 
upon his hinder paws, and walked in so 
erect a posture, that he looked more like 
an old man than a lion. 

T h e second lion was a tailor by trade, 
who belonged to the playhouse, and had 
the character of a mild and peaceable man 
in his profesMon. If tlie former was too 
furious, this was too sheepish for liis par t ; 
insomuch, that after a short modest walk 
upon the stage, he would fall at the first 
touch of Hydaspes, without grappling with 
him, and giving him an opportunity of 
showing his variety of Italian trips. I t is 
smd, indeed, that lie once gave him a rip 
in his iJesh-colour doublet: but this was 
only to make work for himself, in his pri-
vate charactcr of a tailor. I must not omit, 
that it was this second lion who treated me 
with so much humanity behind tlie scenes. 

T h e acting lion at present is, as I am in-
formed, a country gentleman, who does it 
for his diversion, but desires his name may 
be concealed. He says, very handsomely, 
in his own excuse, that he does not act for 
gam, that he indulges an innocent pleasure 
in it; and that it is better to pass away an 
evening in this manner, than in gaming and 
drinking: but at the same time says, with 
a very agreeable rdllery upon himself, that 
if his name sltould be known, the ill-na-
tured world might call him, ' T h e ass in 
the lion's skin-' This gentleman's temper 
is made out of such a happy mixture of the 
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mild and the choleric, that he outdoes Iwth 
his predecessors, and has drawn together 
greater audiences than have been known in 
the memory of man. 

I must not ctmclude my narrative, with-
out taking notice of a groundless report that 
has been raised to a gentleman's d j s^van-
t a ^ , of whom I must declare mvself an ad-
mirer; namely, that Signior Nicolini and 
the lion have been sitting peaceably by one 
another, and smoking a pipe together be-
hind the scenes; by which their common 
enemies would insmuate, that it is but a 
sham combat which they represent upon 
the stage: but upon inquirv I find, that if 
any such correspondence "has passed be-
tween them, it was not till the combat was 
over, when the lion was to be looked upon 
as dead, according to the received rules ^ 
the drama. Besides, this is what is prac-
tised every day in Westminster-hall, where 
nothing is more usual than to see a. couple 
of lawyers, who have been tearing each other 
to pieces in the court, embracing one an-
other as soon as they are out of it. 

I would not be thought in any part of this 
relation, to reflect upfm Sigmor Nicolini, 
who in acting this part only complies with 
the wretched taste of his aiidience; he 
knows very well, that the lion has many 
more admirers than himself; as they say 
of the famous equestrian statue <m the'Porit 
Neuf at Paris, that more people go to see 
the horse, than the king who sits upcm i t 
On the contrary, it gives me a just indigna-
tion to see a person whose action gives new 
majesty to kings, resolution to heroes, and 
softness to lorers, thus sinking fwnn the 
greatness of his behaviour, and d e g r a d ^ 
into the character of the London Prcntice. 
I have often wished, that our t rag^ ians 
would copv after this great master of ac-
tion. Could they make the same use of 
their arras and legs, and inform their faces 
with as signiiicant looks and passions, how 
glorious would an Englinh tragedy appear 
with that action, which is capal Die of giving 
dignity to the forced thoughts, cold con-
ceits, and unnatural expresaons of an Italian 
opera! In the mean time, I have related 
this combat of the lion, to show what are 
at present the reigiing entertainments of 
the politer part of Great Britain. 

Audiences have often been reproached 
by writers for the coars«ess of their taste: 
but our present grievance does not seem to 
be the want of a good taate, but of ctwimon 
sense. C. 

No. 34.] Friday, March 16, i n 0-11. 
T H u e hi«, infelijt . e i u ^ int>ii«li-i». 

WceifJi t h a t t h t i u a r t i pnt o f f i h i i n tonKrom ship" . 

I WAS reflecting this morning upon the 
spirit and humour of the public diversions 
ri\ o-and-twoot$- years age-, and thrse of the 

present t ime; and lamente<l to myself, that 
though in those days they neg lec t^ their 
morality, they kept up their good sense; 
but that the beau monde, at present, is only 
grown more childish, not more innocent 
than tlie former. While I was in this train 
of thought, an odd fellow, whose face I 
have often seen at the playhouse, gave me 
the following letter with tliese words; 'Sir , 
the Lion presents his humble service to 
you, and desired me to give this into your 
own hands.' 

' From ray den in the Haymarket , 
'SIR, March 15. 

' I have read all your papers, and have 
stifled my resentment against vour reflec-
tions upon operas, until that of tliis day, 
wherein you plwnly insinuate, that Signior 
Nicolini and myself have a correspondence 
more friendly than is consistent with the 
valour of his character, or the ficrceness of 
mine. I desire you would, for your own 
sake, forbear such intimations for the fu-
ture; and must say it is a great piece of ill 
nature in you, to show so g^reat an esteem 
for a foreigner, and to discourage a Lion 
that is vour own countryman. 

' I take notice of your fable of the lion and 
man, but am so equally concerned in the 
matter, that I shall not be offended to which 
soever of the animals the superiority is 
pven. You have misrepresented me, in 
sajing that I am a countiy gentleman, who 
act twiy for my diversion; whereas, had I 
still the same woods to range in which I 
tmce had when I was a fox-hunter, I should 
not resign my manhood for a maintenance; 
and assure you, as low as my circumstances 
are at present, I am so much a man of ho-
nour, that I would scorn to be any bea.^ fot 
bread, but a lion. 

•Yours, 8cc.' 
I had no sooner ended this, than one of 

my landlady's children brought me in seve-
ral others, with some of which I shall make 
up my present paper, they all having a 
tendency to the same subject, viz. the ele-
gance of our present diversions. 

•SIR, Covent-Garden, March 13. 
• I have been for t w e n y yeai^ under-se*-

ton of this parish of St. Paul's Covent-
garden, and have not missed tolling in to 
prayers six times in all those years; which 
office I have performed to my great satis-
faction, until this fortnight last pairt, during 
which time I find my congregation take the 
warning of my bell, morning and evening, 
to go to a puppet-show set forth by one 
Powell under the piazzas. Bv this means I 
have not onlv lost ray two customers, whom 
I used to place for axpencc a piece over 
against Mrs. Rachcl Evebright, but Mrs. 
Rachel herself is gone thither alsn, T h e r e 
now appear among us noiie but a few ordi-
nary people, who come to church only to 
say their prayers, so that I have no work 
worth speaking of but on Sundays. I have 
placed my son at the piazzas, to acqnaint 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



the ladies that the bell rinRS for church, 
Mirt tha t it stands on the other side of the 
garden; but they onlv laueh at the child. 

' I desire you would lay this brfore d l the 
world, that I may not be made such a tool 
ft>r the future, and that Punchinello may 
choose hours less canonic^. A s things are 
now, Mr, Powell has a full c o n ^ j a t i o n , 
while we have a very thin house; which if 
you can remedy, you will very much oblige, 

'Sir , Yours, See, 
T h e f.->llowine epistle I find is f rom the 

undeitakcr of the masquerade. 
' S m , 

' I have ohserv-ed the rules of my mask 
so carefully (in not inquiring into persons') 
tlmt I cannot tell whether vou were one of 
the company or not, last Tuesday; but if 
von were not, and still deagn to come, 1 
desire you would, for your own entertMn-
ment, please to admonish the town, that all 
^ r s o n s indifFen-ntlv are not fit for this sort 
of diversion. I could wish, a r , yoii could 
make them understand that it is a kind of 
acting to go in masquerade, and a man 
should be able tT sav or do things p r < ^ r for 
the dress in which 'he appears. W e have 
now and then rakes in the habit of Roman 
senators, and grave politicians in the dress 
ot rakes. T h e misfortune of the thing is, 
t^aat people dress themselves in what they 

^ ^ d not what they are 
1 . u i® "ot a girl in the town, hut 
let her have her will in going to a mask, 
w d she shall dress as a shepherdess. But 
let me beg of them to read the Arcadia, or 
Mme other good romance, before they ap-
^ r m any such charactcr at mv house. 
1 he last dav we presented, every l>ody was 
so r a ^ l y habited, that when thev came to 
speak to each other, a nymph with a crook 
had not a word to say but in the pert stvle 
ot the pit bawdry; and a man in tlie habit 
t>t a p h i l ^ p h e r was speechless, till an oc-
^ o n offered of expressing himself in the 
TOuse of the Wring rooms. W e had a judge 
tnat danced a minuet, with a quaker for his 
p r t n c r . while half a dozen hariequms stood 

^^c ta tors : a T i i rk drank me off two 
Donies « wine, and a Jew eat me u p half a 

If I caji bring my design to 
b te r , a^d make U,e maskers preserve their 
c h ^ c t e r s m my assemblies, I hope you 
will allow there is a finmdation laid for more 
elegant and improving gallantries than anv 
the town at present affords, and conse-
quently that you will give vour approbation 
to tlie endeavours of, • gj,. 

' Your most obedient humble servant. ' 
1 am very glad the following epistle 

ot)bges m e to mcnUon Mr. Powell a second 
time m the same paper ; fcr indeed there 
^ n o t be too great encouraarement given to 
his skill in motions, provided he is under 
proper restrictions. 
' S I R , 

'THF opera at the Haymarket , and that 
under the little Piazza in Covent garden, 

being at present the two leading diveraons 
"f the town, and Mr. Powdl professing in 
his ^ver t i sements to set u p Whi t t i n^nn 
and his Cat against Rinaldo and Armida, 
my curiositv led me the beginning of last 
week to view both these performances, and 
make my observations upon them. 

'F i r s t , therefore, I cannot but observe 
that Mr . Powell wisely forbearing to give 
his company a bill of fare before-hand, 
every scene IS new and unexpected; where-
as it is certain, tha t the undertakers of the 
Havmarket , having r^sed too great an ex-
pectation in their printed opera, very much 
disappoint their audience on the sta|;e. 

' T h e king of Jerusalem is obliged to 
come fiyim the citv on foot, instead of being 
drawn in a tr iumphant chariot by white 
horses, as my opera-book had promised 
me; and thus, while I expected Armida's 
dragons should rush forward towards A r -
gentes, I found the hero was obliged to go 
to Armida, and hand her cut of her coach. 
W e had also but a very short allowance of 
thunder and lightning; though I cannot in 
this place omit doing justice to the boy who 
had the direction of the two painted dra-
gons, and made them spit fire and smoke. 
H e flashed out his rosin in such just pro-
portions, and in such due time, that I could 
not forbear conceiving hopes of his being 
one day a most excellent player. I saw in-
deed, but two things wanting to render h i s 
whole action complete, I mean the keeping 
his head a little lower, and hiding his can-
dle. 

' I observed that M r . Powell and the un-
dertakers of the opera had both the same 
thought, and I t h i ^ much about the same 
time, of introducing animals on their seve-
ral stages, though indeed with ver)- dif-
ferent success. T h e sparrows and chaf-
finches at the Haymarket fly as yet very 
irregularly over the stage; and instead of 
perching on the trees, and performing their 
parts, these young actors either get into the 
galleries, or put out the candles; whereas 
Mr . Powell has so well disciplined his pig, 
that in the first scene he and Punch dance a 
minuet together. 1 am informed, however, 
tha t Mr. Powell resolves to excel his ad-
versaries in their own way; and introduce 
larks in his next opera of Susannah, or In-
nocence Betrayed, which will be exhibited 
nexl week, with a pair of new Elders. 

' T h e moral of ^ r . Powell's drama is 
violated, I confess, by Punch's national re-
flections on the French, and King Harry ' s 
laving his leg upon the Queen's lap, in too 
ludicrous a manner, before so great an as-
semblv. 

' As to the mechanism and scenery, every 
thing, indeed, was uniform, and of a piece, 
and the scenes were m a n a ^ very dexter-
ously; which calls on me to take notice, 
that at the Havmarket , the undertakers 
forgetting to change the side-scencs, w e 
were presented with a prospect of the ocean 
in the midst of a d(Sightful grove; and 
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though the gentlemen on the stage had 
very much contributed to the h>eauty of the 
grove, by walking up and down between 
the trees, I must own I was not a little 
astonished to see a well-dressed young fel-
low, in a full-bottomed wig, appear in the 
midst of the sea, and without any visible 
concern taking snuff. 

• I shall only observe one thing further, 
in which both dramas agree; which is, that 
by the squeak of their vcnces the heroes of 
each are eunuchs; and as the wit in both 
pieces is equal, I must prefer the perform-
ance of Mr. Powell, because it is in our 
own language. 

' l a m , &c.' 

N a 15.] Salurday, March, 17, i r iO- l I . 
P a r T & k v e B c a p i u D C BDimna 

OCI< JRA .4IK. 1.1S9. 
U g h t m i D d s ple&jed w i U i t r i f l e s . 

WHEN I was in France, I used to gaze 
with great astonishment at the splendid 
equipages, and party-coloured habits, of 
that fantastic nation. I was one day in par-
ticular contemplating a ladv that sat in a 
coach adorned with gilded Cupids, and 
finely painted with the loves of Venus and 
Adonis. T h e coach wasdrawnbvs ix milk-
white horses, and loaded behind with the 
same number of powdered footmen. Just 
before the lady were a couple of beautiful 
pages, that were stuck among the harness, 
and by their es-y dres-ses and smiling fea-
tures, looked like the elder brothers of the 
little boys that were carved and painted in 
everv comer of the coach. 

T h e lady was the unfortunate Cleanthe, 
who afterwards gave an occasion to a prcttv 
melancholy novel. She had, for several 
years, received the addresses of a gentle-
man, whom, after a long and intimate ac-
quaintance, she forsook, upon the account 
of this shining equipat t , which had been 
offered to her by one of great riches, but a 
crazy constitution. T h e circumstances in 
which I saw her, were, it seems, the dis-
guises only of a broken heart, and a kind of 
^ g e a n t r v to cover distress, for in two 
months after, she was carried to her grave 
with the same pomp and magnificence, be-
ing sent thither partly by the loss of one 
lover, and partly by the possession of an-
other. 

I have often reflected with myself on this 
unaccountable humour in womankind, of 
being smitten with every thing that is showv 
and superficial; and on the numberless evils 
that bcfal the sex, from this light fantasti-
cal disposition. I myself reraemljer a young 
lady that was very warmlv solicited by a 
couple of importunate rivals, who for seve-
ral months together, did all thev could to 
recommend themselves, by complacency of 
behaviour, and agreeablenes.s of conversa-
tion. At length when the competition was 
doubtful, and the lady undetermined in her 

I choice, one of the young lovers very Inckil)' 
b^vought himself" of adding a supernume-
rary lace to his liveries, which h M so good 
an effect, that he married her the very 
week after. 

T h e usual conversation of ordinary wo-
men verv much cherishes this natural weak-
ness of beine taken with outside and ap-
pearance. Ta lk of a new-married couple, 
and you immediately hear whether they 
keep their coach and six, or eat in plate. 
Mention the name of an absent lady, and it 
is ten to one but you learn something of her 
gown and petticoat. A ball is a great help 
to discourse, and abirth-day fiimishes con-
versation for a twelvemonth after. A fur-
below of precious stones, a hat buttoned 
with a diamond, a brocade waistcoat or pet-
ticoat, are standing topics. In short, they 
consider only the drapery of the species, 
and never cast away a thought on those 
ornaments of the mind tha t make persons 
illustrious in themselves, and useful to 
others. \Mien wnmen are thus perpetually 
dazzling one another's imaginations, and 
filling their heads with nothing but colours, 
it is no wonder that they are more attentive 
to the superficial pMts of life, than the solid 
and substantial blessings of it. A girl, who 
has been trained up in this kind of conver-
sation, is in danger of every embroidered 
coat that comes in her way. A pair of 
fringed gloves may be her ruin- In a word, 
lace and ribands, silver and gold galloons, 
with the like glittering gewgaws, are so 
many lures to women of w e ^ minds and 
low educations, and when artificially dis-
played, are able to fetch down the most 
airy coquette from the wildest of her flights 
and rambles. 

T r u e happiness is of a retired nature, and 
an enemy to pomp and noise; it arises, in 
the flrst place from the enjoyment of one's 
self; and in the next, from the friendship 
and conversation of a few select compa-
nions; it loves shade and solitude, and na-
turally haunts groves and fountains, fields 
and m e ^ o w s : in short, it feels every thing 
it wants within itself, and receives no addi-
tion from multitudes of witnesses and s^Jec-
tators. On the contrary, false happiness 
loves to be in a crowd, and to draw the 
eyes of the world upon her. She does not 
receive any satisfaction from the applauses 
which she gives herself; but from the ad-
miration which she raises in others. She 
flourishes in courts and palaces, theatres 
and assemblies, and has no existence but 
when she is looked upon. 

Aurelia, though a woman of great quality, 
delights in the privacy of a country life, and 
passes away a great part of her time in her 
own walks and gardens. He r husband, who 
is her bosom m e n d and companion in her 
solitudes, has been in love with her ever 
since he knew her. They both abound with 
good sense, consummate virtue, and a mu-
tual esteem ; and are a perpetual entertain-
ment to one another. Their family is under 
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so regular an economy, In its hours of de-
votion and repast, employmtnt and diver-
sion, that it loDkslike a little com m cm wealth 
within itself. They often go into company, 
that they may return with the p l a t e r de-
light to one another; and sometimes live in 
town, not to enjoy it so properly, as to grow 
weary of it, that they may renew in them-
selves the relish of a country life. By this 
means tlicy are happy in each other, be-
loved by their children, adored by their 
servants, and are become the envy, or 
rather the delight of all that know them. 

How different to this is the life of Fulvia! 
She conaders her husband as her steward, 
and looks upon discretion and good house-
wiferj- as little domestic virtues, unbecom-
ing a woman of quality. She thinks life lost 
in her own family, and fancies herself out 
rf the world, when she is not in the ring, 
the playhouse, or the drawing-room. She 
lives in a perpetual motion of body, and 
restlessness of thought, and is never easy 
in any one place, when she thinks there is 
more company in another. T h e missing of 
an opera the first night, would be more 
afflicting to her than the death of a child. 
She pities all the valuable part of her own 
sex, and calls every woman of a prudent, 
modest, and retired life, a poor-spirited, 
unpolished creature. W h a t a mortification 
would it to be to Fulvia, if she knew that 
her setting herself to view is but exposing 
hersejf, and that she grows contemptible 
by being conspicuous? 

I cannot conclude my paper without ob-
serving, that Virgjl has veiy finely touched 
upon this female passion for . dress and 
show, in the character of Camilla; who, 
though she seems to have shaken off all 
the other weaknesses of her sex, is still de-
scribed as a woman in this particular. T h e 
poet tells us that after havingmade a great 
slaughter of the enemy, she unfortunately 
cast her eye on a Trojan who wore an em-
bradcred tunic, a beautiful coat of mail, 
with a mantie of the finest purple. ' A 
gt^denbow.'sayshe, • hung upon his shoul-
dCT; his garment was buckled with a golden 
clasp, wid his head covered with a helmet 
of the same shining metal. ' T h e Amazon 
immediately singled out this well-dressed 
wamor , being seized with a woman's long-
ing for the pretty trappings that he was 
adoined with: 

^ o t i u a ^ n ^ iDcauiA per a f m e n 
rcBBuneo p r t « «t spoliotmo u d e b i i i m o r e . 

. E a . l i . Tea, 
This heedless pursuit after these glitter-

ing trifles, the poet (by a nice concealed 
moral) represents to have been the destruc-
ticm cf his female hero. • 

No. 16.] Monday, March 19, 1710-11. 

« lque decens corci e t r o f o . e t o m n i s in ho,. 
l i b . I . Ep. i, 11, 

t l eh l , w h 11 t rue , w h a t fit wf jus t ly call 
t k u be Jj i m j c 4 » - f o t Uiii i« all. p ^ ^ 

I HAVE received a letter desiring mc to 
be very satirical upon the little muff that 
is now in fashion; another informs me of a 
pair of silver garters buckled below the 
Knee, that have been latelv seen at the 
Hanbow coffce-housc in f leet-street; a 
third sends me a h e a w compWnt against 
fringed gloves. T o b e firief, t lere is scarce 
an ornament of either sex which one or 
other of my correspondents has not in-
veighed against with some bitterness, and 
recommended to my observation. I must, 
therefore, once for all, inform my readers, 
that it is not my intention to sint the dig-
nity of this my paper, with reflections upon 
red heels or top-knots, but rather to enter 
into the passions of mankind, and to corrcct 
those depraved sentiments that give birth 
to all those little extravagancies which ap-

?ear in their outward dress and behaviour. 

oppish and fantastic ornaments are only 
inMcations of vice, not criminal in them-
selves. Extinguish vanity in the mind, and 
j;ou naturaUy retrench the little superflui-
ties of garniture and equipage. T h e blos-
soms will fall of themselves when the root 
that nourishes them is destroyed. 

I shall, therefore, as I have said, apply 
my remedies to the first s ^ s and pnnci-
ples of an affected dress, without descend-
mg to the dress itself; though at the same 
time I must own that I have thought of 
creating an officer under me, to be entitled, rf? 
' T h e Censor of small Wares , ' and of al- fe 
lotting him one day in the week for the 
execution of such his office. An operator 
of this nature might act under me, with the 
same regard as a surgeon to a physician; 
the one might be employed in healing those 
blotches and tumours which break out in 
the ^ y , while the other is sweetening the 
blood, and rectifying the constitution. To 
speak truly, the young people of both sexes 
are so wonderfully apt to shoot out into long 
swords or sweeping t r ^ s , bushy head-
dresses or full-bottomed periwigs; with 
several other incumbrances of dress, tliat 
they stand in need of being pruned very 
f r^uen t ly , lest they shoulf be opp re s s^ 
with ornaments, and over-run with the lux-
uriance of their habits. I am much in 
doubt whether I should give the prefer-
ence t o a quaker that is trimmed close, and 
almost cut to the quick, or to a beau that is 
loaden with such a redundance of excres-
cences. I must therefore desire my cor-
respondents to let me know how they ap-
prove my project, and whether they think 
the erecting of such a petty censorship may 
not turn to the emolument of the public, 
for I would not do any thing of tliis nature 
rashly and without advice. 

There is another set of correspondents to 
whom I must address rovself in the second 
place; I mean such as fill their letters with 
private scandal, and black accounts of par-
ticular persons and families. T h e world 
is so full of ili nature, that I have lam poons 
sent me by people who cannot speO, and 

. c 
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satires composed by those who scarce know 
how to write. By tlic last post in particu-
lar, I received a packet of scandal wliich 
is nnt ks ib le ; and have a whole bundle rf 
letters in women's hands, tliiit are full of 
blots and calumnies, insomuch, that when 
I see the name Ci l ia , Plullis, Pastcra, or 
the like, at the bi.ttom of a scrawl, I con-
clude of coursc, that it brings me some ac-
count of a fallen virgin, a faithless wife, or 
an amorous widow. I must therefore in-
form these niy correspondents, that it is 
u<* my deagn to be a publisher of intrigues 
and cuckoldoms, or to bring little infamous 
stories out of their present lurking-holes 
mto broad day-light. If I attack the vi-
cious, I shall only set upon them in a body; 
and will not be provoked by the worst usage 
I can receive fitim others, to make an ex-
ample of any particular criminal. In short 
1 have so much of a drawcansir in me, that 
I shall pass over a single foe to charge 
whole armies. It is not Lais nor Silenus, 
but the harlot and the drunkard, whom I 
shall endeavour to expose; and shall con-
sider the crime as it appears in the species, 
not as it is circumstanced in an indi\HduaJ. 
1 think it was Caligula, who wished the 
whole city of Rome had but one neck, that 
he might behead them at a blow. I shall 
do, out of humanitv, what that emperor 
would have done in the cruelty of his tem-
per, and Mm every stroke at a collective 
body of offenders. At the same t ime I am 
very senable that nothing spreads a paper 
like private calumny and defamation; but 
as my speculations are not under this ne-
cessity, they are not exposed to this temn-
tation. ^ 

In the next placc I must apply myself to 
mv par ty correspondenti, who arc continu-
ally t ^ i n g me to take notice of one an-
other s proceedings. How often am I asked 
by both ades, if it is possible for rne to be 
w unconcerned spectator of the rogueries 
that are committed by the party which is 
opposite to him tha t writes the letter. 
AoTOt two days since, I was r e p r o a c h ^ 
with an old Grecian law, that forbids any 
man to stand as a neuter, or a looker-Mi iii 
the divisions of his country. However, as 
I am very sensible my paper would lose 
Its whole effect, should it run out into the 
outrages of party, I shall take care to 
xeep clear of every thing which looks that 
way. If I can any way assuage private in-
flammations, or allay public ferments, I 
shall apply myself to it with mv utmost 
endeavours: but will never let my heart 
reproach me with having done any thing 
towards increasing those feuds and animosi-
ties that extui^isf , religion, deface govern-
ment, and make a nation miserable. 

W h a t I have smd under the three fore-
going heads will, I am afraid, very much 
re^nch the number of my correspondents. 
1 shall therefore acquaint my reader, that 
it he has started any hint which he is not 
able to pursue, if he has met with any sur-

prising story which he docs not know how 
to tell, if he has discovered any epidemical 
vice which has esscaped my observation, or 
has heard of any uncomnion virtue which 
he would dcare to publish; in short, if he 
has any materials that can fuiTiish out an 
innocent diversion, I sliall promise him my 
best assistance in the working of them u p 
for a public entertainmenL 

This paper my reader will find was in-
tended for an answer to a multitude of cor-
TOTOndents; but I hope he will pardon me 
if I single out one of them in particular, 
who has made me so very humble a request, 
that I cannot forbear complying with it, 

' 2h Che Sfieclator. 
' S I R , M a r c h X 5 , 1 7 1 0 - 1 1 , 

' I am at present so unfortunate as to 
have nothing to do but to mind my own 
business; and therefore beg of you that ycu 
will be pleased to put me into some small 
post under you, I observe that you have 
appointed yo«r printer and publisher to 
receive letters and advertisements for the 
city of London, and shall think myself very 
much honoured by you, if you will appoint 
me to take in letters and advertisements 
for the city of Westminster and duchy rf 
Lancaster. Though I cannot promise to fill 
such an employment with suffident abili-
ties, I will endeavour to make up with in-
dustrj- and fidelity what I want in parts 
and genius. 

' I am. Sir, 
' i our most obedient servant, 

• C H A R L E S L I L L I E . ' 
C. 
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Telrmn a n u oniiiia Tul tum. J n . S a t . 1 .191 . 

• \ v i M ^ rough, 
Defbnn 'd , unf^a tu r 'd . Driin. 

SINCE our persons are- not of our own 
making, when thev are such as appear de-
fective or uncomelv, it is, methuits, an 
honest and laudable fortitude to dare to be 
ugly; at least to keep ourselves from being 
abashed with a consciousness of iroperfec-
tions which we cannot help, and in which 
there is no guil t I wou d not defend a 
h a z a r d beau, for passing away much time 
at a glass, and pving softness and languish-
ing graces to deformity; all I intend is, that 
we ought to be contented with our counte-
nance and shape, so far as never to give 
ourselves an uneasy reflection on that sub-
j ec t It is to the ordinarj' people, who are 
not accustomed to make very proper re-
marks on any occasion, matter of g r ^ t j e s t , 
if a man enters with a prominent piur of 
shoolders into an assemblv, or is distin-
guished by an expansion of mouth, or obli-
quity of aspect. It is happy for a man 
that has MIV of those oddnesses about him, 
if he can be as merry upcai himself, as 
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others are apt to be xipon that occasion. 
When he can possess himself with such a 
cheerfulnes.s, women and children, who are 
at first friehted at him, will afterwards be 
as much pleased with him. As it is barba-
ixms in others to rally him for natural de-
fects, it is extremely agreeable when he 
can iest upon himself for them. 

Madam Maintenon's first husband* wasa 
hero in this kind, and has drawn many plea-
santries from the irregularity of his shape, 
which he describes as very much reseni-
bling the letter Z. He diverts himself like-
wise by representing to his reader the make 
of an engine and puUy, with which he used 
t o ^ k e off his hat. W h e n there happens 
to be any thing ridiculous in a visage, and 
the owner of it thinks it an aspect of dig-
nity, he must be of verv^ 'ea t quality to be 
exempt from railler)-. T h e best expedient 
were ore is to be pleasant upon himself. 
J n n c e Harn-and Falstaff, in Shakspearc, 
have carried the ridicule upon fat and lean 
as far as it will go. Falstaff is humour-
^ l y called woolsack, bcdpresser and hill 
« n e s h ; Harry, a starveling, an elves-skin, a 
sheath, abow-case, anda tuck . Thercis , in 
several incidents of the conversation be-
tween them, the jest stil lkept up upon the 
perifm. Great tenderness and sensibility 
m this point is one of the greatest weak-
nesses of self-lo\e. For my own part, I 
am a little unhappy in the mould of my 

which is not quite so l o i ^ as it is 
broad. Whe the r this might not partly 
arise from my opening my mouth mucJi 
seldomer than other people, and by conse-
quence not so much lengthening the fibres 
of my visage, I am not at leisure to deter-
mine. However it be, I have been often put 
out of countenance by the shortness of my 
face, and was formerly at great pains of 
c o n n i n g It by wearing a periwig with a 
high fore-top, and letting my beard grow. 
Hut DOW I have thoroughly got over this 
d e h w y , and could be contented with a 
much shorter, provided it might qualify 
me tor a member of the merry club, which 
toe toUowmg letter rives me an account of. 
1 have received it from Oxford, and as it 
abounds with the spirit of mirth and g a ^ 
humour, wl^ch ,s natural to that place, I 
^ ^ s e t It down word for word as it came 

' M O S T P R O F O U K B S I R , 

eittertiuned, in 
the last of your speculations that I have 

®P«cimen upon clubs, 
•which I thercfore hope you will continue, I 
sh^ l take the liberty to fumish you with a 
bnef account of such a one as, perhaps, you 
have not seen m all your t ravels , 'Wess 
It was y m r fortune to touch upon some of 
the woody parts of the AfricaTcontinenr 
m your voyage to or from Grand 

ConJ^e" '"" '"^ of Roman 

T h e r e have arose in this university (long 
since you left us without saving any thing) 
several of these inferior hefidomadal sccie-
ties, as the Punning club, the Wit ty club, 
and, amongst the rest, the Handsome club; 
as a burlesque upon which, a certain merry 
species, that seem to have come into the 
world in masquerade, for some years last 
past have associated themselves together, 
and a-ssumed the name nf the U^ly club. 
This ill-favoured fraternity consists of a 
president and twelve fellows; the choice 
of which Is not confined by patent to any 
particular foundation, (as St. John's men 
would have the world believe, and have 
therefore erected a separate society within 
themselves,) W liberty is left to elect from 
any school in Great Britain, provided the 
candidates be within the rules of the club, 
as set forth in a table, entitled, ' T h e Act 
of Deformity; ' a clause or two of which I 
shall transmit to you. 

' I. T h a t no person whatsoever shall 
be admitted without a viable queerity in 
his aspect, or peculiar cast of countenance; 
of which the prcadent and officers for t he 
t ime being are to determine, and the pre-
sident to have the casting voice. 

' II . Tl iat a singular regard be had rpon 
examination, to the gibbosity of the gentle-
men that offer themselves as founders' 
kinsmen; or to the obliquity of their figure, 
in what sort soever. 

' III. T h a t if the quantity of any man's 
nose be eminently miscalculated, whether 
as to the length or breadth, he shall have 
a just pretence to be elected. 

' Lastly, T h a t if there shall be two or 
more competitors for the same vacancy, 
cateris fiaribut, he that has the tliickest 
skin to have the preference. 

' Every fresh member, upon the first 
night, is to entertain the company with a 
dish of codfish, and a speech m praise of 
^ s o p , whose portraiture they have in full 
proportion, or rather disproportion, ovei 
the chimney; and their design is, as soon 
as their fiiii^s are sufficient, to purchase t h t 
heads of Thersites, Duns Scotus, Scarron, 
Hudibras, and the old gentleman in Old-
ham, with all the celebrated ill faces of 
antiquity, as fiimiture for the club-room. 

' A s they have always been professed 
admirers of the other ^ x , so they unajii-
mously declare that they will give all pos-
sible encour^cment to such as will take 
the benefit of the statute, though none yet 
have appeared to do it. 

' T h e worthv president who is their 
most devoted champion, has lately shown 
roc two copics of verses, cfiroposcd by a 
gentieman of this sodety; the first a con-
gratulatory ode, inscribed to Mrs. Touch-
wood, upon the los.s of her two fore-teeth; 
the other a panegyric upon Mrs. Andi-
ron's left shoulder. Mi's. Viasrd, (he 
says) since the small-pox, is grown tolera-
bly ugly, and a top toast in the club; but I 
never heard him so lavish of his fine things. 
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as upon old Nell Trot , who constantly offi-
ciates at their table; her he even adores 
and extols as the very counterpart of mo-
ther Shipton; in short, Nell, (says he) is 
one of the extraordinaiy works ot nature; 
but as for complexion, sfiape, and features, 
so valued by others, they are all mere out-
a d e and symmetry, which is his aversion. 
Give me leave to add, that the president 
is a facetious pleasant gentleman, and never 
more so, than when he has M (as he calls 
thorn) his dear mummers ^ u t him; and 
he often protests it does him good to meet 
a fellow with a right genuine grimace in 
his air (which is so agreeable in the gene-
rality of the French nation;) and, as an in-
stance of his sincerity in this particular, he 
gave mc a sight of a list in his pocket-book 
of all tliis class, who for these five years 
have fallen under his observation, with 
himself at the head of them, and in the 
rear (as one of a promising and improving 
aspect,) Sir, 

' Your obliged and humble servant, 
' A L E X A N D E R CARBUNCLE. 

'Oxford , March 12,1710.' 
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B u t n o w a u r nobles t o o a r e f o p i a n d T a t a , 
N e g k c i Lbe MAM, b u l [OTA t b e p a i a u d s cene . 

Crttck. 
IT is my design in this paper to deliver 

down to posterity a faithfiil account of the 
Italian opera, and of the gradual progress 
which it has made upon the English stage; 
for there is no question but our great grand-
children will be very curious to know the 
reason w h y their forefathers used to sit 
tog«her l i t e an audience of foreigners in 
their own country, and to hear whole plays 
acted before them in a tongue wldch they 
did not understand. 

Arsinoe was the first opera that gave us 
a taste of Italian music.* T h e great suc-
cess this opera met with produced some 
attempts of forming pieces upon Italian 
plans, which should p v e a more natural 
and reasonable entertainment than what 
cam be met with in the elaborate trifles of 
that naticMi. This alarmed the poetasters 
and fiddlers of the town, who were used to 
deal in a more ordinary kind of ware; and 
therefore laid down an established nile, 
which is received as such tn this day, 
' T h a t nothing is capable of being well set 
to music, that is not nonsense.' 

This maxim was no sooner received, but 
we immediately fell to translating the Ita-
lian operas; and as there was no great 
danger of hurting the sense of these extra-
orUbaiy pieces, our authors would often 

• Arslno«,quecnofC)T)™».anopera,^»rlieA«««i 
m a n n f r , by T h o m a a ClaylOD. 11 w a $ firw Mrforn ied 
a t i b e T b e a i r e B o ^ a l , D r u r f L a n e , in I7D7. 

make wojds of their own, which were en-
tirely foreign to the meaning the pas-
s ^ e s they pretended to translate; their chief 
care being to make the numbere of t he 
English verse answer to those of the I ta-
liMi, that both of them might go to t he 
same tune. T h u s the famous song in Ca-
milla: 

* B a r b a r a ai t ' i n t e a d o , 

' B a r b a r o u s w o m a n . f e s , I k n o w T o u c m e a n i n t f 

which expresses the resentments of an an-
gry lover, was translated into that English 
lamentation: 

' F r a i l a r« a lo¥er'B hopes, ' i t c . 

And it was pleasant enough to see t he 
most refined persons of the British nation 
dying away and langmshing to notes t t a t 
were filled with a spirit of rage and in<ig-
nation. I t happened also very frequently 
where the sense was rightiy translated, t he 
necessary transposition of words, which 
were drawn out of the phrase of «ie tongue 
into that of another, made the muac appear 
very absurd in one traigue that was very 
natural in the other. I remember an Italian 
verse that ran thus, word for words 

' A n d t u m ' d m j r a g e i n t o p i ty ;* 

which the English for rhyme sake trans-
lated, 

* A n d i n t o p i iy t a r a ' d nsy rafe,** 

By this means the soft notes that were 
adapted to pity in the Italian, fell upon the 
word rage m the English; and the angiy 
sounds that were turned to rage in the orv-
ginal, were made to express pity in the 
translation. I t oftentimes happened, like-
wise, that the finest notes in the air fell 
upon the most insignificant words in the 
sentence- I have known the word ^ n d 
jursued through the whole gamut, have 
leen e n t e r t ^ e d with many a melodious 
The, and have heard the roost beautiful 
graces, quavers, and divisions, bestowed 
upon Then, For, and Fnm; to the eternal 
honour of our English particles. 

T h e next s t ^ to our refinement was the 
introducmg of Italian actors into onr opera; 
who sung their parts in their own language, 
at the same time that our countrymen per-
formed theirs in our native tongue. T h e 
king or hero of the play generally spoke in 
Italian, and his slaves answered him in 
English. T h e lover frequently made his 
court, and gained the heart of his princess, 
in a language which she did not understand. 
One would have thought it very difficult to 
have carried on dialogues after this manner 
without an interpreter between the per-
sons that convcrsM together; but this was 
the state of tKe English stage for about three 
years. 

A t length the audience grew tired of un-
derstandjng half the opera; and therefore 
to ease themselves entirely of the fatigue 
of thinking, have so ordered it at present, 
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that the whole opera is performed in an 
onknown tongue. W e no longer under-
stand the language of our cwn stage; inso-
much that I have often been afraid, when I 
have seen our Italian performers chatter-
ing in the vehemence of action, that they 
have bwn calling us names, and abusing 
us among themselves; but I hope, since we 
do put such an entire confidence in them, 
they will not talk against us before our 
faces, thCTigh they mav do it with the same 
safety as it it were behind our backs. In 
the mean time, I cannot forbear thinking 
how naturally a historian who writes two 
or three hundred years hence, and does not 
know the taste of his wise forefathers, will 
make the following reflection; ' In the be-
ginning of the eighteenth century, the Ita-
lian tongue was so well unders to^ in Eng-
land, that operas were acted on the pubhc 

in that language.' 
One scarce knows how to be serious in 

the confutation of an absurdity that shows 
itself at the first sight. It does not want 
anv great measure of sense to see the ridi-
cuic cf this monstrous practice; but what 
makes it the more astonishing, it is not 
the taste of the rabble, but of persons of 
the greatest politeness, which has esta-
blished it. 

If the Italians have a genius for music 
above the English, the English have a ge-
nius for other performances of a much 
higher nature, and capable of giving the 
mmd a much nobler entertainment Would 
one think it was posable Tat a time when 
an author lived that was able to write the 
Phatdra and Hippolitvis*) for a people to 
be so stupidly fond of the Italian opera, as 
scarce to give a third day's hearing to that 
admirable tragedy? Music is certaiUy a 
very agreeable entertainment: but ii it 
would take the entire possession of our 
cars, if it would make us incapable of hear-
ing sense, if it would exclude arts that 
have a much greater tendency to the re-
finement of human nature; I must confess 
I would allow it no better quarter than 
Plato has done, who banishes it out of his 
commonwealth. 

At present our notions of music are so 
very uncertain, that we do not know what 
it is we like; only, in general, we are trans-
ported with any thing that is not English: 
so it be of a forcien growth, let it be Ita-
lian, French, or High Dutch, it is the same 
thing. In short, our English muac is qiute 
rooted CTit, and nothing yet planted in its 
stead. 

When a royal palace is burnt to the 
g ^ n d , every man is at liberty to present 
his plan for a new one; and though it be 
but indiffcrcntiy put together, it may fur-
nish several hints tliat may be of use to a 
Sood architect 1 shall taVe the same li-
berty in a following paper, of giving rny 

opinion upon the subject of music; which I 
shall lay down only in a problematical man-
ner, to be considered by those who are 
masters in the a r t C. 

No. 19.] Thursday, March 22, i r iO- l I . 
Di bene fccenint, innpi! me quodqiic puiilli 
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Hm. Lib-1. e«l. 1». 17. 
TJisnlt heswn that msde roe of an humble mind; 
To action liltte, less to words ioctinedl 

OssEBviifG one person behold another, 
who was an utter stranger to him, with a 
cast of his eve which, methought, expressed 
an emotion of heart very different from what 
could be raised by an object so agreeable 
as the gentleman he looked at, I began to 
consider, not without some secret sorrow, 
the condition of an envious man. Some 
have fancied tiiat envy has a certain magi-
cal force in it, and that the eyes of the en-
vious have by their fa.scinaticm blasted the 
enjoyments o h h e happy, Sir Francis Bacon 
says, some have been so curious as to re-
mark the times and seasons when the stroke 
of an envious eye is most effectually perni-
cious, and have observetl that it has been 
when the person envied has been in any 
circumstance of glorv and triumph. A t 
such a time the mmd of tlie prosperous man 
goes, as it were, abroad, among things with-
out him, and is more exposed to the malig-
nity. But I shaE net dwell upon specula-
tions so abstracted as this, or repeat the 
many excellent things which one might 
collect cut of authors uf»on this miserable 
affection; but, keepmg the common road of 
life, consider the envious man with relaticm 
to these three heads, his pains, his reliefs, 
and his happiness. 

T h e envioiis man is in pain upon all c o 
casions which ought to give him pleasure. 

• P h M r i anil HippnlHin, 
Seiilll, first a r u ^ in IW?. 

a SrigwiT, by Kdmund 

T h e relish of his life is inverted; and the 
objects which administer the highest satis-
faction to those who are exempt from this 
passion, give the quickest pangs to persons 
who are subject to it. All the perfections 
of their fellow-creatures areodious. Youth, 
beauty, valour, and wisdom are provoca-
tion s of their displeasure. W h a t a wrctched 
and apostate state is this! to be offended 
with excellence, and to hate a man because 
we approve him! T h e condition of the en-
vious man is the most emphatically misera-
ble; he is not only incapable of rejoicing m 
another's merit or success, but lives in a 
world wherein all mankind are in a plot 
against his quiet, by studying their own 
happiness and advantage. Wi l l P r o s w r 
is an honest tale-bearer, he makes it his 
business to join in conversation with envious 
men. He points to such a liandsome y*)ung 
fellow, and whispers that he is secretiy 
married to a great fortune. " hen they 
doubt, he adds circumstances to prove it; 
and never fails to aggravate their distress, 
bv assurins them, that to liis knowiwlge, 
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ne has an uncle will leave him Boroe thou-
sands. Wil l has many arts of this kind to 
torture this sort of temper, and delights in 
It Wlien he finds them change colour, and 
say faintly they wish such a piece of news 
IS true, he has t l i e malicc to speak some 
good or other of every man of their ac-
quaintance. 

The relirfs of the envimis man are those 
little blemislies and imperfections that dis-
cover themselves in an illustrious charac-
ter. It is a matter of great consolation to an 
enviouspersnn,whena man of known honour 
does a thingunworthv himself, or when any 
action which was well executed, upon bet-
ter information appears so altered in its cir-
cumsunces, that the fame of it is divided 
among many, instead of being attributed to 
one. T h i s is a secret satisfaction to these 
raaiignants; for the person whom they be-
fore could not but admire, they fancy is 
nearer their own condition as soon as 'his 
merit is shared among others. I remember 
some years ago there came out aji excellent 
poem without the name of the author. T h e 
little wits, who were incapable of writing 
It, began to pull in pieces the s u p p o s e 
writer. W h e n that would not do, they 
took great pains to suppress the opinion 
that It was his. T h a t again failed. The 
next refuge was to say it was overlooked 
by one man, and many pages wholly writ-
ten by another. An h'onest fellow, who sat 
amongst a cluster of them in debate on this 
subject, cried out, • Gentlemen, if you are 
sure none of you yourselves had a hand in it, 
you are but where you were, whoever writ 
It.' But the most usual succour to the en-
vious, in case-s of nameless merit in this 
k iM, IS to keep the property, if possible, 
unfixed, and by that means to hinder the 
reputation of it from falling upon any par-
Scular person. You see an envious man 
cl^ear up his countenance, if in the relation 
of any man's great happiness in one point, 
vojj mention his uneasiness in another, 
\V hen he hears such a one is very rich he 
turns pale, but recovers when you add that 
he has many children. In a word, the only 
sure way t o an envious man's favour, is not 
to deserve i t 

But if we consider the envious man in 
delight, it is like reading of the seat nf a 
giant in a romance; the magnificence of his 
hMse consists in the many limbs of men 
whom h e has slain. If any who promised 
themselves success in any uncommon un-
dertakmg mlscarr}- in the attempt, or he 
that aimed at what would have been useful 
and laudable, mcL-ts with contempt and dc-
nsitin, the envious man, under the colour 
of hating vainglory, can smile with an in-
ward wantonness of hear t at the ill effect it 
may have upcn an honest ambition for the 
future. 

Having thoroughly considered the nature 
of this passion, 1 have made it my study 
how to ftvrjid the envy that thiv accrue to 
me f r a n these my speculation's; and if I 

am not mistaken in myself, I think I have 
a genius to escape i t Upon hearing in a 
coffee-house one of m v papers commended, 
I immediately apprehended the envy that 
would spring from that applause; and there-
fore gave a description of my face the next 
day; being resolved, as I gn>w in reputa-
tion for wit to resign my piretensions to 
beauty. This, I hope, may give some ease 
to those unhappy gentlemen who do me the 
honour to torment themselves upon the ac-
count of this my paper. As their case is 
very deplorable, and deserves compassion, 
1 shall sometimes be dull, in pity to them, 
and will, from time to time, arlminister 
consolations to them by further discoveries 
of my person. In the meanwhile, if any 
one says the Spectator has wit, it may be 
some relief to them to think that he does 
not show it in company. And if any one 
prases his moralitv, they may comfort 
themselves by considering that his face is 
none of the longest R 
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T b o u dog in f o t e t e i d ! 
Hrm. .ra i, 885. 

AMONG the other hardy undertakings 
which I have proposed to myself, that of 
the correction of impudence is what I have 
very much at heart. T h i s in a particular 
manner is my province as Spectator; for it 
IS generally an offence committed by the 
eyes, and that against such as the offenders 
v/ould perhaps never have an opportunity 
of uijuring any other way. T h e following 
letter is a complaint of a young ladv, who 
sets forth a trespass of this kind, with that 
command of herself as befits beauty and 
innocence, and yet m t h so much spirit as 
sufficiently expresses her indignation. T h e 
whole transaction is performed with the 
eyes; and the crime s no less than em-
ploying them in such a manner, as to divert 
the eyes of others from the best use they 
can make of them, even looking up to 
heaven. 
' S I R , 

• There never was (I believe) an accept-
Mle man but had some awkwar t imitatoi-s. 
Ever since the Spectator appeared, have I 
r emarkedak ind of men, w h o m l choose to 
c ^ Starers; that without any regard to 
time, place, or modestv, disturb a large 
companywith their impertinent eves. Spec-
tators make up a proper assembly for a 
puppet-show or a bear-garden; but devout 
supplicants and attentive hearers are the 
audience one ought to expect in churches. 
I am, sir, member of a small pious congre-
gation near one of the north gates of this 
city; much the greater part of us indeed 
are females, and used to behave ourselves 
in a regular and attentive manner, till verv 
lately one whole aisle has been disturbeil 
by one of these monstrous Starers; he is 
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the head taller than any one in the chuich; 
but for the greater advantage of exposing 
himself, stands upon a hassock, and com-
maiKls the whole rrmgregation, to the ^reat 
annoyancc of the devoutest part nf the au-
ditory; for what with blushing, confusion, 
and vexatiim, vre CMI neither mind the 
prayers or sermon. Your animadversion 
upon this insolence would be a great favour 
to. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 
«S. C. ' 

1 have frequently seen of this sort of fel-
lows, and do think there cannot be a greater 
aggravation of an offence, than that it is 
committed where the criminal is pmtccted 
by the sacredness of the place which he 
violates. Many reflectlonsoftliis sort might 
be lery justly made upon this kind of be-
haviour, but a Starer is not usually a per-
son to be convinced by the reason f f the 
thing; and a fellow that is capable cf show-, 
itig an impudent front before a whole con-
gre:^tion, and can bear being a public 
spectacle, is not so easilv rebuked as to 
amend by admonitions. If, therefore, my 
correspondent does not inform me that 
within seven days af ter this date tlie bar-
barian does at least stand upon his own 

only, without an eminence, my friend 
" ill Prosjwr* has promised to take a has-
p x k opposite to him, and stare agdnst him 
in defence of the ladies. I have given him 
directions, according to the most exact 
rules of optics, to place himself in such a 
manner, that he shall meet his eyes -wher-
ever he throws them. I have hopes that 
when Wil l confronts him, and all the ladies, 
in whose behalf he engages him, cast kind 
looks and wishes of success at their cham-
pion, he will have some shame, and feel a 
little nf the p a n he has so often put others 
to, of being out of countenance. 

It has, mdeed, been time out of mind 
generally remarked, and as often lamented, 
that this family of Starers have infested 
^ b l i c assemblies. I know no other way to 

J c " ' ' so great an evil, except, in the case 
oi nxing their eves upon women, some male 
fnend will take the part of such^s are un-
der the oppression of impudence, and en-
counter the eyes of the Starers wherever 
they meet them. Whi le we suffer our wo-
men to be thus impudently attacked, thev 
haTO no defence, but in the end to cast 
)ncldmg glances at the Starers. In this 
case, a man who has no sense of shame has 
the same advantage over hia mistress, as he 
who has no regarf for his own life has over 
his adversan-. While the generalitv of the 
•world are fettered by rules, and move bv 
proper and just methods; he, who has no 
respect to any of them, carries awav the 
reward due to that pronrietv of behaviour 
•with no other merit, but that of havine 
neglected it. ^ 

^ ^ k e an impudent fellow to be a sort of 

• S e e P p e c t . No. 19. 

outlaw in good breeding, and therefore 
what is s ^ d of him no nation or person can 
be concerned for. For this reason one may 
be free upon him. I have put myself to 
great pains in considering this prevailing 
quality, which we call impudence, and have 
taken notice that it exerts itself in a dif-
ferent manner, according to the different 
soils wherein such subjects of these domi-
nions as are masters of it, were bom. Im-
pudence in an Englishman, is sullen and 
insolent; in a Scotchman it is untractable 
and rapacious; in an Irishman absurd and 
fawning. As the course of the world now 
runs, the impudent Englishman behaves 
like a surly landlord, the Scot like an ill-
received ^ e s t , and the Irishman like a 
stranger, who knows he is not welcome. 
T h e r e is seldom any thing entertaining 
either in the impudence of a South or North 
Briton; but that of an Irishman is always 
comic. A true and genuine impudence is 
ever the effect of ignorance, without the 
least sense of i t T h e best and most suc-
cessful Starers now in this town are of that 
nation; they have usually the advantage of 
the stature mentioned in the above letter of 
my correspondent, and generally take their 
stands in the eve of women of fortune; inso-
much that I have known one of them, three 
months after he came from plough, with a 
tolerable good air, lead out a woman from 
a play, which one of our own breed, after 
four years at Oxford, and two at the T e m -
ple, would have been afraid to look at. 

I cannot tell how to account for it, but 
these people have usually the preference to 
our own fools, in the opinion of the sillier 
p r t of womankind. Perhaps it is that an 
English coxcomb is seldom so obsequious as 
an Irish one; and when the design of plea-s-
ing is visible, an absurdity in me way to-
ward it is easily forgiven. 

But those wlio are downright impudent, 
and go on without reflection that they are 
such, are more to be tolerated, than a set 
of fellows among \is who profess impudence 
with an air of humour, and think to carry 
off the most inexcusable of all faults in the 
world, with no other apology than saying in 
a gay tone, ' I put an impudent fece upon 
the matter . ' Iso; no man shall be allowed 
the advantages of impudence, who is con-
scious that h e is such. If he knows he is 
impudent, he mav as well be otherwise; and 
it snail he expected that he blush, when he 
sees he makes another do i t For nothing 
can atone for the want of modesty: without 
which beauty is ungraceful, and wit de-
testable. R. 

N a 21.] Saturday, Afarc/i2i,in0-n. 
.Locut eM et pluribm umbrls. Hur.Ui. ' l . Ep.T.28. 

T h e r e t room enou | l i , and each n i i y l " " " ! •'"s fr iend. 
Creai. 

I AM sometimes very much troubled, 
when I reflect upon the three great profes-
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siona of divinity, law, and phvsic; how they 
are each of them overburueried with prac-
titioners, and filled with multitudes of in-
gi'nicms gentlemen that starve one another. 

W e may divide the clergy into gcni;rals, 
field officers, and sub.iltems. Among the 
first we may reckon bishops, deans, and 
archdeacons. Among the second are doc-
tors of divbity, prebendaries, and all that 
wear scarfs. T h e rest are comprehended 
under the subalterns. As for the first class, 
our constitution preserves it f rom any re-
dundancy of incumbents, notwithstanding 
competitors are numberless. Upon a strict 
calculation, it is found that there has been 
a great exceeding of late years in the second 
^vision, several brevets have been granted 
fOT the converting of subalterns into scarf-
officers; insomuch, that witiiin mv memory 
the price of lutestring is I'aised above two-
pence in a yard. As for the subalterns, thev 
are not to be numbered. Should our clergy 
once enter into the comip t practice of the 
laity, by the splitting of their freeholds, 
they would be able to carry most of the 
elections in England. 

T h e body of tlie law is no les-s incum])ercd 
with superfluous members, tha t a re like 
Virgil s army, which he tells us was so 
c r o w d ^ , many of them had not room to 

their weapons. Th i s prodigious society 
ot men may be divided into the litigious and 
leaceable. Under the first are compre-
lended all those who are carried down in 

coachfuls to Westminster-hall , every morn-
ing in term time. Martial 's description of 
this species of lawyers is full of humour; 

' rptB e t ve rba locan t* 

• Men that hire out their words and an-
ger: t ha t are more or less passionate ac-
cordme as they are paid for it, and allow 
their client a quantity of wrath proportiona-
ble to the fee which they receive from him. 
I mu.st, however, observe to the reader, 
that above three par ts of those whom I 
reckon among the litigious are such as are 
only quarrelsome in their hearts, and have 
no opportunity of showing their passion at 
the bar. Nevertheless, as they do not know 
what strifes mav arise, they appear at the 
hall every day, that tiiey may show them-
selves in a readiness to enter the lists, when-
c v ^ t h e r e shall be occasion for them. 

T h e peaceable lawyers are, in the first 
place, many of the benchers of the several 
inns of court, who seem to be the dignitaries 
of the law, and arc endowed with those 
qiialihcations of mind that accomplish a 
man rather for a ruler than a pleader. 
These men live peaceably in their habita-
tions, eating once a day, and dancbg once 
a year,* for the honour of their respective 
societies. 

Another numberless branch of peaceable 
lawyers a re those young men who, being 
placed at the inns of court in order to study 
the laws of their coimtr>', frequent the play-

• See Dugriale'0 Origines Jiinr]i4*iales. 

' house more than Westminster-hall , and a re 
seen in all public assemblies, except in a 
court of justice. I shall say nothing of those 
silent and busy multitudes that are em-
ployed within doors in the drawing u p of 
writings and conveyances; nor of those 
greater numbers that palliate their Want of 
business with a pretence to such chamber 
practice. 

If, in the third place, we look into the 
profession of physic, we shall find a most 
formidable body of men. T h e sight of them 
is enough to make a man serious, for we 
may lay it down as a maxim, that when a 
nation abounds in physicians, it grows thin 
of people. Sir Will iam Temple is very 
much puzzled to find out a reason why the 
Northern Hive, as he calls it, docs not send 
out such prodigious swarms, and over-run 
the world with Goths and Vandals, as it 
did formeriy; but had that excellent author 
obsen-ed tliat tiierc were no students in 
physic arocng the subjects of T h o r and 
Woden, and that this science very much 
flourishes in the north at present, he might 
have found a better solution for this diffi-
culty than any of those h e has made use of. 
Th i s body of"men in our own country may 
he described like the Britisli army in 
Cssa r ' s time. Some of them slay in cha-
riots, and some on foot. If the infantry do 
less execution than the charioteers, it is 
because they cannot be carried so soon into 
all Quarters of the town, and despatch so 
much buaness in so short a time, l^s ides 
this body of regular troops, there are strag-
glers, who without being duly listed and 
enrolled, do infinite mischief to those who 
a re so unlucky as to fall into their hands. 

T h e r e are, t)esides the above-mentioned, 
innumerable retainers to physic, who, for 
want of other patients, amuse themsdves 
with the stifling of cats in an air-pump, cut-
ting u p d o ^ alive, or impaling of insects 
upon the point of a needle tor microscopical 
observations; besides those that are cm-
ploj-ed in the gathering of weeds, and the 
chase of butterflies; not to mention the 
cockleshell-merchants and spider-catchers. 

Wlien I consider how each of these pn>-
fessions are crowded with multitudes that 
seek their livelihood in tiiem, and how 
many men of merit there are in each of 
them, who may be ra ther said to be of the 
science, than the profession, I very much 
wonder at the humour of parents, who will 
not ra ther choose to place their sons in a 
way of life where an honest industry can-
not but thrive, than in stations where the 
greatest probitv, learning, and good sense 
may miscarry, "How many men arc country 
curates, tha t might have made themselves 
aldermen of London, by a right improve-
ment of a smaller sum of monev t h w what 
is usually laid out upon a learned education ? 
A sober, frugal person, of slender paits, and 
a slow apprehension, might have thrived 
in trade, though he starves upon phv^c ; as 
a man would be well enough jilcased to buy 
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Niks of one whom h e would not venture to 
feel his pulse. Vagellius is care&il, studi-
ous, and obliging, but withal a little thick-
scullcd; he has not a single client, but might 
have had abundance of customers. T h e 
misfortune is, tha t parents take a liking to 
a particular profession, and therefore desire 
their sons may he of it; whereas, in so great 
an a f f a r of life, they should consider the 

and abilities of their children, more 
than their own inclinations. 

I t is the great advantage of a t rading na-
tion tha t there are very few in it so dull and 

"i^y not be placed in stations 
<rf life, which may give them an opportunity 
of niakmg their fortunes. A well-regulated 
commerce is not, l ike law, physic, or di-
•untv, to be overstocked with "hands; but 
on the contrary flourishes bv multitudes, 
^ d gives employment to all its professors. 

of merchantmen are so many squad-
row of floating shops, that vend our wares 
and manufactures in all the markets of the 
world, and find out chapmen under both 
the tropics. C. 

No. 22.] Monday, March 26, iriO-11. 

ft*a4<iucai)iic oMendia Dihi sic. incr«4ulis odi, 
Hffr. wff^ Ptet, Ter. 5. 

-—Whatever eooiradlcit m j *BW 
I Mle to sse. and n e w can klieve. S M c m m , 

THE word S p e c t a t ^ being most usually 
understood as one of t he audience at public 
J ^ P f ^ n t a t i o n s in our theatres, I seidojn 
fail of many letters relating to plays and 
operas. But indeed there are such mon-
strous things dtme in both, that if one had 
not been an eve-witness of them, one Could 
not believe tha t such matters had really 
been exhibited. T h e r e is verv little which 
concems human life, or is a picture of na-
TOre, Uiat is regarded by the greater part 
of t h e c ^ p a n y . T h e understanding U dis-
m i ^ from our entertainments. O u r mir th 
w the Uughter of fools, and our admiration 
the wonder of idiots; else such improbable, 
r ^ i J . T ' ^ incoherent dreams could 

J ^ n s t scorn and contempt, 6ut even with 
I t approbation T t 
^ ^ c o r r e s p o n d e n t s wiU repre-
sent tlus affair m a more lively manner than 
^ y d i s c o u ^ of my own; I s ia l l therefore 
S " l e a d e r with only this pre-

^ ^^ " ' m e from p l a v * ^ 
and that t he busmess of pav ing is ndw s^ 
managed, tha t you are not tb s u r a L " 
w h e n ! gay cme or two of them are rational. 
Mhers s ^ s i n v e and vegetative actors, and 
« h e r s wholly mammate. I shall not place 
these as I have named them, bu t as t S y 
^ ? ^ ^ c e d e n c e m the ojMnion of their au-

n o t i r r j j ti^mVie as to take 
notice of t he episties of other animals, em-

boldens me, who am the wild boar that was 
killed by Mi's. Tofts , to represent to yon, 
that I think I was hardly used in not hav-
ing the part of t he lion of Hydaspea given 
to me. It would have been bu t a natural 
step for me to have personated tha t nrfcle 
creaturc, after having behaved myself to 
satisfaction in t he p a r t above-mentioned. 
T h a t of a lion is too great a charactcr for 
one that never trod the stage before but 
upon two legs. As for the little resistance 
which 1 made, I hope it may b e excused, 
when it is considered tha t t he dart was 
thrown at me by so fair a hand. 1 must 
confess I had but just pu t on my bni ta l i ty j 
and Camilla's cha rms were such, that be-
holding her erect mien, hearing her cha rm-
ing voice, and astonished with h e r graceful 
motion, I could not keep up to my assumed 
fierccncss, but died like a man. 

• I am, Sir, 
' Your most humble admirer , 

' T H O M A S P R O N E . ' 

• M R , SPECTATOR, 
• T h i s is to let you understand, that t he 

playhouse is a representation of t he world 
in nothing so much as in this particular, 
tha t no one rises in it according to his meri t . 
I have actcd several par t s of household-
stuff with great applause for many years : 
I am one of t he men in the hangings in 
' T h e Empero r of the Moon; ' I have twice 
performed the thi rd chair in an English 
opera; and have rehearsed the pump in 
• T h e Fortune-Hunters . ' I a m n o w grown 
old, and hope you will recommend me so 
effectually, as tha t I may say something 
before I go off the stage: in which you will 
do a great act of charity to 

• Your most humble serv ant, 
' W I L L I A M S C R E E N E . ' 

• M R . SPECTATOR, 
'Unders tanding that M r . Screene has 

writ to you, and desired to b e raised ftxira 
dumb and still par ts ; I desire, if you give 
him motion or speech, tha t you would ad-
vance me in my way, and me keep on 
in wha t 1 humbly presume I am a master, to 
wit, in representing human and still life to-
gether. I have several t imes acted one of 
the finest flower-pots in t he same opera 
wherein M r . Screenc is a c h ^ r ; therefore, 
upon his promotion, request t h a t I may 
succeed him in t he hangjngs, with my hanS 
in t he orange-trees. 

' Your humble servant, 
' R A L P H S I M P L E . ' 

•SIR, Drury-lane, M a r c h 24th, 1710-11. 
' I saw yoiir fr iend the T e m p l a r this 

evening in t he pit , and tliought he looked 
very little pleased with the representation 
of t he mad scene of the Pilgrim. * 1 wish, 
sir, you would do us t he favour to animad-
ver t frequently upon the false taste the 

• A cometly W BeauiDont and Flelcber; iL wa» re-
vin-d at Dtury Lane in 17U0, wiUi a new pfologue and 
epilogue by Dryd«D. 
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town is In, with relation to pl.ij-s as well as 
operas. It certainly requires a degree of 
understanding to pfay justly; but such is 
our condition, that we are to suspend our 
rea-wm to perform oiir parts. 

' A s to scenes of madness, you know, sir, 
there are noble instances of this kind in 
^ a k s p e a r e ; but then it is the disturbance 
of anr i i le mind, from generous and humane 
resentments. I t is like that grief which 
we have for the decease of our friends. I t 
is no diminution, but a recommendation of 
human nature, that in such incidents, pas-
sicsi m s the better of reason ; and all we 
can tninfc to comfort ourselves, is impotent 
against half what we feel. I will not men-
tion that we had an idiot in the scene, and 
aJl the sense it is represented to have is that 
of lust As for myself, who have long taken 
pains in personating the passions. ! have 
to-night acted only an appetite. T h e part 
I played is Tliirst, but it is represented as 
^ t t e n rather by a dravman than a poet 
I come in with a tub alwut me, that tub 
hung with quart pots, with a full gallon at 
tny mouth- I am ashamed to tell you that 
I pleased very much, and this was intro-
duced as a madness; but sure it was not 
human madness, for a mule or an ass may 
have been as dry as ever I was in my life. 
I am. Sir, 

' Your most obedient and humble s e n ' a n f 

H e hafl c u r e d s i n e s bis coni lnff t t i i U w r , i f i l eM i b a n a 
f o t t n i g h t . f o u r s c a r a m o u c b e ! , • m u i i i n e b i n i i d o c t o r . 
I w o T u x h i e b b . iKBs, t h r e e f i i ins , a n d a m o m s - d a n c e r . 

V. B. A n y p e r s o n m a y a g r e e b y i l i p g m t , a n d be 
Kept i n t o p s I r by i t ie y e a r . T h e d o c t o r d r a w s t e e U 
w i t l i o i i t p u U i n f of f j o u r m a s k . R . 

No. 23.3 Tuesday, March 27.1711. 
Bfer i t a l r o x V o l s c e n s , n w ; l e l i c o n s p r i l u s q u a i t t 
A u t o r e m , n e c q u o se a r d e o s im i&i t i e r e pnss i t . 

yirg. JEn. i i . 49ft. 
P i e r c s T o l s c c n s f o a m s w i t h r a j r e . a n d gazing r o u n d , 
l > « r y ' d Dot h i m p a v e i b e f b t a l w o u n d : 
y c T k n e w t o fti r eTenge , D r y d t n , 

' From the Savoy, 
' MR. SPECTATOR, in the Strand. 

' If you can read it with dry eves, I give 
you this trouble to acquaint you that I am 
the unfortunate KingLatinus, and I believ e 
I am the first prince that dated from this 
palace since John of Gavint Such is the 
uncertainty of all human g ^ t n e s s , that I, 
who lately never moved without a guard, 
am now pressed as a common soldier, i i d 
am to sail, with the first fair wind, agmnst 
my brother Lewis of France. I t is a very 
hard thing to put off a character which one 
has appeared in with applause. This I 
expenenced since the loss of my diadem; 
for upon quarrelling with another recruit, I 
spoke my indignation out of my part in 
rfcitaCwo; 

" Most audaeioupsliTe, 
D a r ' s i i b w a o a n g r y m o n a r c h ' s ftiry b r a v e V 

T h e words were no sooner out of my mouth, 
when a sergeant knocked me down, and 
p k e d me if I had a mind to mutinv, in talk-
ing things nobody understood. "You see, 
sir, my unhappy circumstances: and if by 
your m ^ a i a o n you can procure a subsidy 
for a prince ^who never tailed to make sil 
that beheld him merry at his appearance] 
you will men t the thanks of your friend, 

' T H E K I N G OF L A T I O K . ' 

ADVERTRSEMENT-
HT gxi ifilu PuUie. 

W i t h i n tTTo d o o r s o f t I t e m a a q n e r a d e l i r e s a n e i n i n e u t 
I t a l i a n d i i r u t K e n n . a n i v i M l f r o m t l K r - a m i v a i a t V e m e e . 
Iif g r e a t e i p r i i e n f e in p r i v a t e c«re« . A w m m o d s t i o n n 
a r e p r o v i d e d , a n d pe t sonB a d r n i t t e d in t h e i r n a a l c i n e 
t iaWta-

THERE is nothing that more betrays a 
base ungenerous spirit than the giving of 
secret stabs to a man's reputation; lampoons 
and satires, that are wntten with wit and 
spirit, are like poisoned darts, which not 
only inflict a wound, but make it incurable. 
For this reason I am very much troubled 
when I see thetalents of humour and ri^cule 
in the possession of an ill-natured man.* 
^ e r e cannot be a greater gratification to a 
barbarous and inhuman wit, than to stir u p 
sorrow in the heart of a private person, 
to raise unea-siness among near relations, 
and to expose whole families to derision, 
at the same time that he remans unseen 
and undiscovered. If, besides the accom-
plishments of being wittv and ill-natured, 
a man is vicious into the'bargmn, he is one 
of the most mischievous creatures than can 
enter into a civil socjety. His satire will 
then chiefly fall upon those who ought to 
be the most exempt from i t Virtue, merit, 
and every thing that is praiseworthy, will 
be made the subject of ridicule and b t i -
foonery. It is impossible to enumerate the 
evils which arise from these arrows tha t 
fly in the dark, and I know no other ex-
cuse that is or can be made for them, than 
that the wounds they give are only imagi-
nary, and produce nothing more than a 
secret shame or sorrow in the mind of the 
suffering person. It must indeed be con-
fessed, that a lampoon or a satire do not 
carry in them robbery or murder; but at 
the same time how many are there that 
would not rather lose a considerable sum 
of money, or even life itself, than be set up 
as a mark of infamy and derision.' and in 
this case a man should consider, that an in-
jury is not to be measured by the notions of 
him that gives, but of him who receives it. 

Those who can put the best countenance 
upon the outrages of this nature which are 
offered them, are not without their secret 
anguish. I have observed a passage in 
Socrates' behaviour at his death, in a light 
wherein none of the critics have considered 
it. T h a t excellent man entertaining his 
friends, a little before he drank the bowl ^ 
poison, with a discourse t « the immortality 
of the soul, at his entering upon it, says, 
that he does not believe any the most 

* I t h a f been s a i d t h a t t o i s w u i n t e s i l e d a s • cha-
r a c t e r of D e a n S w i l l -
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comic genius caii ceiisurc him for talking 
upfin such a subject at iuch a time. This 
passage, I think, evidently glances upon 
Aristophanes, who writ a comedy on pur-
pose to ridicule the discourses of that i v i n e 
philosopher. It has been observed by many 
writers, that Socrates was so little moved 
at this piece of buffoonery, that he was se-
veraa tiroes present at its being acted upon 
Uie stage, and never expressed the least 
resentment of i t But with submisaon, I 
thmk the remark I have here made shows 
us, that this unworthy treatment made an 
impression upon his mind, though he had 
b « n too wise to discover it. 

When Julius C s s a r was lampooned by 
Catullus, he invited him to a supper, and 
treated him with such a generous civility, 
that be made the poet his friend ever after. 
Cardinal Mazarine gave the same kind of 
^ t m e n t to the learned Quillet, who had 
TOlected upon his eminence in a famous 
l-atm poem. T h e cardinal sent for him 
ana after some kind expostulations upon 
what he had written, assured him of his 
^ c e m , and dismissed him with a promise 
ot ttie next good abbey that should fall, 
w ^ c h he accordingly donferred upon him 
a few months after. Tl i is had so good an 
effect upon the author, that he dedicated 
the second edition of his book to the cardi-

m e r having expunged the passages 
w b c h had given him offence. 

^ x t u s Quintus was not of so generous 
and forgn^ng a temper. Upon his being 
made pope, the statue of Pasquin was one 
night dressed in a very dirty shirt, with an 
excuse written under it, that he was forced 
to wear foul linen, bemuse his laundress 
was made a princess. This was a reflec-
tion u p « i the pope's sister, who, before the 
promotion ctf her brother, was in these 
^ a a c i r c u m ^ c e s that Pasquin repre-
^ her . As this p a s q u i ^ e m a i f a 
l ^ t n o i ^ in Rome. t h T p o p e offered a 

^ money Wany person 
^ t ^ o d d discover the author of it. The 
author re vmg upon his holiness's gener^ 

he l b R «^«rtures 

gave hiS^ ^ J " " 
a t the same tim . but 

and both hU 

knows that all AJ k b S ^ ^ ' ^ p ' ' Everyone 
bis tribuuries. N a y ? w ^ f ^ * ^ " ? 
his extant, in wWch'^hr^ '^k" 

^ t men behaved t h l m s d ^ e l v ^ ^ ^ 
CTtJy towards the wits of the age who 
reproached them; Uiey all of t i e m rfJ^^ 
s l ^ t h a t t he ; we^re very s e ^ i i r n ^ 

their reproachcs, and consequently that 
they received them as very f n » t injuries. 
For my own pai t , 1 wouli never trust a 
man that I thought was capable of giving 
these sccrct wounds; and cannot but think 
that he would hurt the jwrson, whose repu-
tation he thus assaults, in his body or i i ^ i s 
fortune, could he do it with the same secu-
rity. Tliere is, indeed, something very 
barbarous and inhuman in the oixlinary 
scribblers of lampoons. An innocent young 
lady shall be exposed for an unhappy fea-
ture. A father of a family turned to ridi-
cule, for some domestic calamity. A wife 
be made uneasy all her life for a misinter-
preted word or action. Nay, a good, a 
temperate, and a just man shall be put out 
of countenance bv the representation of 
those qualities that should do him honour. 
So pernicious a thing is wit, when it is not 
tempered with virtue and h u m ^ t y . 

I have indeed heard of heedless incona-
derate writers, that without any malice 
have sacr i f i ce the reputation of their 
friends and acquaintance to a certmn levity 
of temper, and a silly ambition of distin-
guishing themselves by a spirit of rd l le ry 
and satire; as if it were not infinitely more 
honourable to be a g ( ^ - n a t n r ^ man than 
a w i t W h e r e there is this little ijctulant 
humour in an author, he is often very mis-
chievous without designing to be so. For 
which reason I always lay it down as a rule, 
that an indiscreet man is more hurtftil than 
an ill-natured one; for as the latter will only 
attack his enenues, and those he wishes 
m to; the other injures indifferently both 
tnends and foes. Icannotfotbear,onthisoc-
J^ ion , transcribing a fable out of Sir Roger 
1 bstTMge, which accidentally lies before 
nie. A conmany of waggish hoys were 
watching of frogs at the side of a pond, and 
still as any of them put up their heads, 
they would be pelting them down agmn 
with stones. 'Chi ldren, ' says erne of the 
frogs, ' you never consider that though this 
mav be play to you it is death to us. 

As this week is in a 'manner set apart 
and dedicated to serious thoughts, I shall 
indulge myself in such speculations as may 
not be altogether unsuitable to the season; 
and in the mean time, as the settling in 
ourselves a charitable frame of mind is a 
work ver>- properfor the time, I have in this 
paper endeavoured to expose that particu-
lar breach of charity which has been gene-
rally overlooked bv divines, because they 
are but few who cioi be guilty of it. C. 

NA 24.] Wednesday, March 28, 1711-
^ c c u r r i t qu tdaoi n n t u s mih i n o m i n e t a n t u m ; 
AirepUiiue mai iu , t l q l d ( | i a , (lulcii«lni» rerumj 

HOT. l i b . 1. Sat . ix, 3. 
Cnmes iip a (Vip. ( I k n f w him b u t by fiime) 
An>t seized m y hand , and called me by Qtme— 
—My d e e r ! h o w dent J 

THERE are in this town a great number 
of insignificant people, who are by no means 
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w 
fit SDF the better sort of conversation, and 
yet have an impertinent ambition of ap-
pearing with those to whom they are not 
welcome. If you walk in the Pa rk , one 
of them will certainly join with you, though 
you are in company with ladies! If you 
drink a bottle they will find your haunts. 
W h a t makes sucfi fellows the more bur-
densome is, that they neither offend nor 
jilease so f a r as to be taken notice of for 
either. It is, I presume, for this reason, 
that my correspondents are willing fay my 
means to be rid of them. T h e two follow-
ing letters are writ by persons who suffer 
by such impertinence. A worthy old bach-
elor, who sets in for a dose of claret every 
night, at such an hour, is teased by a 
swarm of them; wlio, because they are 
sure of room and good fire, have taken it 
in their heads to keep a sort of club in liis 
rampa^y; though the sober gentleman 
himself is an utter enemy to such meetings, 

' M B . SPECTATOR, 
' T h e aversion I for some vears have had 

to clubs in general, gave me a perfect re-
lish for your speculation on that subject; 
but I have sin ce been extremely mortified, by 
the malicious world's ranking me amongst 
the supporters of such impertinent assem-
blies. beg leave to state my case f u r l y ; 
and that done, I shall expect redress from 
your judicious pen. 

' I am, sir, a bachelor of some standing, 
and a traveller; my business, to consult my 
own humour, which I gratify without con-
tiDlling other people's: I have a room and 
L ^ V bed to myself; and I have a dog, a 
hdOle, and a gun; they please me, and in-
jure no creature alive. M y chief meal is a 
supper, which I always make at a tavern. 
I am constant to an hour, and ro t ill-hu-
m o r e d ; for which reascms though I invite 
nobody, I have no sooner supped, than I 
have a crowd about me of that sort of good 
company that know not whither else to go. 
It ]S true every man pays his share; yet as 
they are imniders, t fiave an undoubted 
n g b t to bo the only speaker, or at least the 
loudest; which 1 m ^ t a i n , .ind that to the 
great emolument of my audience. I some-
times tell them their own in pret ty free 
language; and sometimes divert them with 
merry tales, according as I am in humour. 
1 am one of those who live in taverns to a 
great a ^ , by a sort of regular intempe-

J never go to bed drunk, but always 
ItusterM; I wear away very gently; am 
apt to be peevish, but never angry. Mr . 
Spectator, if you have kept vanous com-
pany, you know there is in every tavern in 
town some old humourist or other, who is 
master of the house as much as he that 
keeps It. 1 he drawers are all in awe of 
him; and all the customers whofrenuent 
his company, yield him a sort of comical 
t^edience. I do not know but I may be 
such a fellow as this myself. But I appeal 
to whetlier this is to be callcd a club. 

because so many impertincnts will break 
in upon me, and come without appoint-
ment? Clinch of B a m e t h a s a nightly meet-
ing, and shows to every one that will come 
in and pay; hut then he is the only actor. 
W h y should people niiscal things? If his is 
allowed to be a concert, why may not mine 
be a lecture? However, sir, I svibmit it to 
you, and am. Sir, your most obedient &c, 

• T S O M A S K I M B O W . ' 

' G O O D S I R , 
' You and I were pressed against each 

other last winter in a crowd, in which un-
easy TOsture we suffered together for al-
most ^a l f an hour. I thank you for all 
your civilities ever since, in being of m y 
acquaintance wherever you meet me. But 
the other day you pulled off your hat to me 
in the Park , when I was waflting with ray 
mistress. She did not like your air, and 
said she wondered what strange fellows I 
was acquainted with. Dea r sij', consider 
it is as much as my life is worth, if she 
should think we were intimate: therefore I 
earnestly entreat you for the future to t ake 
no manner of notice of. Sir, your obliged 
humble servant, 

. ' W I L L F A S H I O N . ' 

A like impertinence is also v e i r trouble-
some to the superior and more intelligent 
part of the fair sex. I t is, it seems, a great 
inconvenience, that those of the meanest 
capacities will pretend to make visits, 
though indeed they are qualified rather to 
add to the furniture of the house (by filling 
an empty chair) than to the conversation 
they come into when they visit. A friend 
of mine hopes for redress in this case, by 
the publication of her letter in my paper ; 
which she thinks those she would h e rid of 
will t ake to themselves. It seems to be 
written with an eye to one of those pert , 
giddy, unthinking girls, who, upon the re-
comm endation only of an agreeable person, 
and a fashionable air, take themse ves to 
be upon a level with women of the greatest 
meri t : 

' MADAM, 
' I l ake this way to a c q u ^ n t you with 

what common rules and forms would 
never permit me to tell you otherwise; to 
wit, tha t you and I, though equals in qual-
ity and fortune, are by no means suitable 
companions. You are, it is t rue, very pret-

can dance, and m a i e a very good f ^ i r e 
in a public assembly; but, alas, madam, 
you must go no fur ther ; distance and si-
lence are ycmr best recommenflations, 
therefore let me beg of you never to make 
me any more visits. You come in a literal 
sense to see one, for you have nothing to 
say. I do not say this, that I would by any 
means lose youracquaintance; b u t l w o u l d 
keep it u p with the strictest forms of good-
breeding. Le t us pay visits, but never see 
one another. If you will be so g o ^ as to 
deny yourself always to me, I shall w t u m 
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the obligation, by Riving the same orders 
io my servants. When accident makes us 
meet at a third place, we may mutually 
lament the misfortune of never finding one 
another at home, go in the same party to a 
benefit play, and smile at each other, and 
pjit down glasses as we pass in our coaches. 
Thus we may enjoy as much of each 
other's f r i end^ ip as we are capable: for 
there are some people who arc to be known 
only by sight, with which sort of friendship 
1 hope you will alwavs honour, Madam, 
your most obedient humble servant, 

' M A R Y T U E S D A Y . 
' P. S, I subscribe myself by the name of 

the day I keep, that my supernumerary 
friends may know who I am. ' 

A D V E R T r S E M E S T . 
T o j w Y e n t all miAtak«8 t h a t raay happen emnnf jf^n-

l!eiD»a of t h e o t b f r end o f i b e l o w n , w h o c o m e b u t 
ODc« a w w l i t o SI. J a m e s ' s c n f l w house , e i t h e r b y mis-
c a n i n e ^be l e r r a n i s , or r ^ u i r i u f a u r J i t h i o f s f r o m t h e m 
a s a r e DOC properly w i t h i n the i r reepcctiTC p r o v i n c e s ; 
l h i s i s i f > p T e n o i i « , t h a t K i d n e y , k e e [ e : of t h e hrwli, 
deb t s of t h e o i i t l y in* cust t imera, a n d o h s e r y e r of those 
wfco go off w i t h o u t p a y i n z , h a r i n c i e s i ?ned t h a t em-
ployment , is succee,lcd by Jo i in 9 o w i o n i u> w h o s e 
o r e n t e r e t o f m e v a c e a a o d t irs t notfre-BriniJer, W i l -
TiamRird is p ro ino ie i i ; a n d Rainnel Rurdock comeK a s 
• b o e - d e a n e r i a t h e room c ^ t h e M i d B i n i . B. 

No. 25.] Thursday, March 29, 1711. 
^ jRfresc i tque inedendo , H r / . ^ n . x i i . 46. 

A o d e k k e o s b y Ibe my m e a n s of h e a l t h . 

THE following letter will explain itself, 
and needs no apology. 

• SIR—I am one of that sickly tribe who 
are commonly known by the name of vale-
tudinarians; and do confess to vou, that I 
first cCTitracted this ill habit of body, or 
rather of mind, by the study of phvsic. I no 
sotffler began to peruse boots of th'is nature, 
but I found mv pulse was irregular; and 

ever read the account of any disease 
^ a t I did not fancy myself afflicted with. 
Ur. Sydenham's learned treatise of fevers 
mrew me mto a lingering hectic, which 

""" "hW® I "jading 
piece. I then applied myt 

abhors , Uo 
r ^ K th r Phthiacal distempers, 
n f ^ consumption 
t.U at l enph , growing verv fat, I was in a 
manner ^hamrf o « that imagination. 
Not long aftCT this 1 found in mvself all the 
s>-mptoms of the gout, except p a n ; but was 
cured of It by a treatise upon the gravel, 
wntten by a very ingenious author, who 
fas It IS usual for physicians to convert one 
distemper into another) eased me of the 
gout br giving me the stone, I at ientrth 
studied myself into a complicaiaon of dis-
tempers; bnt, accidently taking into my 
hand that ingenious discourse written by 
^ c t f i r i u s , I was resolved to direct myself 
by a scheme of rule-s which 1 had collectc<l 
from his observations. T h e learned world 

are very well acqu^nted with that gentle-
man's invention; who, for the better carry-
ing on his experiments, contrived a certaui 
mathematica chair, which was so artifi-
cially hung upon springs, that it would weigh 
any thing as well as a pair of scales. By 
this means he discovered how many ounces 
of his food passed by perspiration, what 
quantity of it was turned into nourishment, 
and how much went away by the other 
channels and distributions of nature. 

• Having provided myself with this chair, 
I used to study, eat, drink, and sleep in it; 
insomuch that I may be SMd, for these last 
three years, to have lived in a pair of scales. 
I compute myself, when I am in full health, 
to be precisely two hundred weight, fall-
ing short of it about a pound after a day's 
fast, and exceeding it as much after a very 
full meal; so that it is my continual em-
ployment to trim the balance between 
these two volatile pounds in my constitu-
tion. In my o r d i n i y meals 1 fetch nw-
self up to two hundred weight and half" a 
pound: and if, after having dined, I find 
myself fall short of it, I drink just so much 
small beer, or eat such a quantity of bread, 
as is sufficient to make me weight. In my 
greatest excesses I do not transgress more 
than the other half pound; which, for my 
health's sake, I do the first Monday in 
every month. As soon as I find mvself 
duly poised after dinner, I walk till 1 have 
p e r e j n r ^ five ounces and four scruples; 
and when I discover, by my chair, that I 
am so far reduced, I fall to my books, and 
study away three ounces more. As for the 
remaining parts of the poxmd, I keep no 
account of them. I do not dine andsupby 
the clock, but by my chwr; for when that 
informs me my pound of food is exhausted, 
I conclude mvself to be hungn", and lay 
in anotlier with all diligence. In my days 
of abstinence I lose a pound and a half, 
and on solemn fasts am two pounds lighter 
than on the other days in the year. 

• I allow myself, one night with another, 
I a quarter of a pound of sleep, within a few 
grsuns more or less; and if, upon my rising, 
I find that I have not consumed my whole 

Juantity, I take out the rest in my chair. 

Jpnn OT exact calculation of what I ex-
pended and received the last year, wliich 
I always register in a book, I find the me-
dium to be two hundred weight, so that I 
cannot discover that I am impaired one 
ounce in my health during a whole twelve-
month. And yet, sir, notwithstanding tllis 
my great rare to ballast myself equally 
e%'ery day, and to keep my body in its pro-
per poise, so it is, that I find nivself in a 
sick and languishing condition. ^ l y com-
plexion is grown very sallow, niy pulse 
low, and my body hydropical. Let me, 
therefore, beg you, sir, to consider me as 
your patient, and to give me more certain 
rules to walk by than those I have already 
observed, and you will very much oblige 

• Your humble servant.' 
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This letter puts me in mind of an Italian 
epitaph, wTittcn on the monument of a va-
letudinarian: ' Stavo bfn, ma per ttar meg-
Ho, alo qui:' which it is impossible to 
translate. • T h e fear of death often pro^-es 
mortal, and sets people on methods to save 
their lives, which infallibly destroy them, 
This is a reflection made by some histo-
rians, upon obsen-in^ that there are many 
more thousands killed in a flight, than in a 
hattie; and may be applied to those mul-
titudes of imaginary sick persons that 
break their constitutions by physic, and 
throw themselves into the arms of death, 
by endeavouring to escape it. This me-
thod is not only dangerous, but below tJie 
practice of a re'asonable creature. T o con-
sult the preservation of life, as the only 
end of it, to make our health our business, 
to engage in no action that is not part of a 
regimen, or course of physic; are pur-
poses so abject, so mean, so unworthy 
human nature, that a generous soul would 
rather die than submit to them. Besides 
that a continual anxiety for life vitiates all 
the relishes of it, and casts a gloom over 
the whole face of nature; as it is'imposabie 
we should take delight in anv thing that 
we are every moment afraid of losing. 

I do not mean, by what I have here said, 
that I think any one to blame for taking due 
care frftheir health. On the contrafv, aa 
cheerfulness of mind, and capacity for busi-
ness, are in a threat measure the effects of a 
well-tempered constitution, a man rannot 
be at too much pains to cultivate and pre-
serve it But this care, which we arc 
prompted to, not only by common sense, 
but by duty and instinct, should never en-
gage us in groundless fears, melancholy 
apprehensions, and imaginary distempers, 
which are natural to every man who is 
more anxious to live, than how to die. In 
short, the preservation of life should be 
tmly a secondary concern, and the direction 
of It our principal If we have this frame 
of mind, we shall Uke the best means to 
p i ^ r v e l i f e , without beinR over solicitous 
about the event; and shall arrive at that 
point of felicity which Martial has men-
tifmed as the perfection of happiness, of 
neither fearing nor wishing for death. 

In answer to thegentleman, who tempers 
his health by ounces and by scruples, and 
instead of compljing with those natural so-
licitations of hunger and thirst, rtmwaness 
or love of exercise, mvems himself by the 
prescriptions of his chair, T shall teTl him a 
short fable. Jupiter, says the mytholngist, 
to reward the piety of a certain countrv-
man, promised to give him whatever he 
would ask. T h e countryman desired that 
he might have the management of the wea-
ther in his own estate. He obtained his 
request, and immediatelv distributed rain, 
snow, and sunshine among his several 

fields, as he thraii^ht the nature of the soil 
rerjuired. At the end of the year, when 
he expected to see a more than ordinary 
crop, his harvest fell infinitely short of tha t 
of his neighbours. Upon which (says the 
fable) he desired Jupiter to take t he 
weather again into his own hands, or 
that otherwise he should utterly ruin him-
self. ' c . 

No. 26.} Friday, March 30, 1711. 
Pallida mora eqtio pulpat pedp pmipetum tat>eni&i, 

Refiimqiie turrpa. O hesle 
V i t c ffiimma kreris apen noe vetat incboare lODgam, 

J a m xs premot nnx, f^buleqae man^s, 
B t domue exilis Plutonla. Lib. 1. Od, iv, 13. 
W i t h equal fho;, rieh frj^n'i, impart ial ftte 
Koorka a t the cnitftf«, and Ibe palac? jpate: 
Lif.B'8 apaii fbtbida U)ee to extend thy cates . 
And etrelch thy hopes heyniuj thy y e a n ; 
N i f h t Boon and yoa must qitickly f o 
T o fltory'd gbosu, and Pluto 's bcuM below. C^M^A. 

WHEH I am in a serious humour, I very 
often walk by myself in Westminster Ab-
bey; where the gloominess of the place, 
and the use to which it is applied, with the 
solemnity of the building, and the condi-
tion of the people who lie in it, are apt to 
fill the mind with a kind of melancholv, or 
rather thoughtfulness, that is not disagree-
able. I yesterdav passed a whole after-
noon in the church-yard, the cIoisteTS, and 
the church, amusing myself with the tomb-
stones and inscriptions that I met with in 
those several regions of the dead. Most of 
them recorded nothing else of the buried 
person, but that he was bom upon one 
day, and died upon another; the whole 
history of his life being comprehendeid in 
those two circumstances that are common 
to all mankind. I could not but look upon 
these re^sters of existence, whether of 
brass or marble, as a kind of satire upon 
the departed persons; who had left no 

il of 

• TlK followini! i ramla t ion . hni*v.Ter. tnsv eiv» an 
Enil i i l i reidfrs.>i»e iitea nf Uie I tal ian epitaph " r vvnn 
w«ll, but s l n r m g w in lieiier, r am hero.' 

rs.. , .. ..w JVll. LL\S 

of them but that they were 
bom, and that they died. T h e y put me in 
mind of several pet^otis mentioned in the 
batties of hcroic poems, who ha^'e sound-
ing names given them, for no other reason 
hut that they nay be killed, and are cele-
brated for tiotliing but being knocked on 
the head. 
TXavASv T(, T(, —ffom. 
' Glaucumqne, Medoota iue . ITierailochaniqije. '—Tir/. 
' GInuctu. and Mcdnn, and Thcrsilochija.* 

T h e life of these men is finely described 
in hc4y writ bv ' t h e path of an arrow,' 
which is immediately c osed u p and lost 

Upon my going into the church, I enter-
tained myself with the d i c i n g of a grave; 
and saw in every shovel-full of it that was 
thrown up, the fragment of a bone or skull 
intermixt with a kind of fresh mouldering 
earth that some time or other had a place 
in the composition of an human body. 
Upon this I be^an to consider with mvself, 
what innumerable multitudes of people lay 
confused together nndcr the pavement 
• f that ancient cathedralj how men and 
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women, frieiKUand enemies, priests and sol-
diers, monks and prclicndaries, were crum-
bled amongst one anoti»er, and blended 
together in the same common mass; how 
bwuty, strength, and youth, with old aee, 
weakness anfl deformity, lay undistm-
Ruished, in the same promiscuous heap of 
matter. 

After having thus surveyed this great 
maga2ine of mortalitj-, as it were in the 
lump, I examined it more particularly by 
the accounts which I found on s e v e r i of 
the monuments which are raised in everv 
Quarter of that ancient fabric. Some of 
them were covered with such extravaeant 
epitaphs, that if it were possible for the 
dead persm to be acquainted with them, 
he would blush at the praises which his 
fnends have bestowed upon him. There 
are others so excessively modest, that they 
deJiver the character of the person depart-
ed m Greek or Hebrew, and by that means 
are not understood once in a twelvemonth, 
In the poetical quarter, I found there were 
poets who had no monuments, and monu-
ments which had no poets. I observ ed, in-
deed, that the present war hart filled the 
church with many of these uninhabited 
monuments, which had been erected to the 
memor)' of persons whose bodies were per-
haps buried in the plains of Blenheim, or 
in the bosom of the ocean. 

1 could not but be ven- much delighted 
With several modem epitaphs, which are 
written with great elegance of expression 
Md justness of thought, and therefore do 
honoir to the living as v/ell as to the dead. 
As a f o r e i ^ e r is very apt to conceive an 
idea of the ignorance or pcJitcness of a na-
tion from the turn of t h d r public monu-
ments and inscriptions, they sliould be sub-
mitted to the perusal of men of learning 
and genius before they are put in execu-
tion. Sir Cloudeslv Shovel's monument has 

often given me great offence. Instead 
01 the brave rough English admiral, which 
was the distinguishing character cf that 
plam, p l i a n t man, he is represented on 
_ms tomb by the figure of a beau, dressed 
m a Ions periwig, and rcposins himself 
upon velvet cushions, imder a canopy rf 
state, i h o inscription is answerable to 
the monument; for instead of celebrating 
A e many remarkable actions he h a d p e r -
tormed m the service of his country, it ac-
guaints us c ^ v with the manner of his 
deatli, m which it was imposable for him 
to reap any honour, T h e Dutch, whom 
we are apt to despise for want of genius, 
show an infinitely greater ta.ste of arlUnuitv 
and politeness in their buildings and work's 
of this nature, than what we meet with in 
rtose of our own country. The monuments 
of their admirals, which have beencrecte<i 
at the public expense, represent them like 
themselves, and are adorned with rostral 
crowns and naval ornaments, with beauti-
tul festoons of sea-weed, shells, and coral. 

nut to return to our subject I have M t 

the repository of our English kings for the 
contemplation of another day, when I shall 
find my mind disposed for so serious an 
amusement. I know that entertainments 
of this nature are apt to raise dark and dis* 
m al thoughts in timorous minds, and gloomy 
imaginations; but for my own part, though 
I am always serious, I do not know what it 
is to be melancholy; and can therefore take 
a view cf nature, in her deep and solemn 
scenes, with the same pleasure as in her 
most gay and delightful ones. By this 
means I can improve myself with those ob-
jects, which o ^ e r s consider with terror. 
W h e n I look upon the tombs of the great, 
every emotion of envy dies in me; when I 
read the epitaphs n{ the beautiful, every 
inordinate desire goes out; when I mert 
with the grief of parents upon a tombstone, 
my heart melts with compassion; when I 
see the tomb of the parents themselves, I 
consider the vanity of grieving for those 
whom we must quickly fcllow. 'Wlien 1 
see kings lying by those who deposed them, 
when I consider rival wits placed side by 
side, or the holy men that divided the world 
with their contests and disputes, I reflect 
with sorrow and astonishment on the little 
competitions, factions, and debates of man-
kind. \ \ ' h e n I read the several dates of 
the tombs, cf some that died yesterday, and 
some six hundred years ago."! consider that 
great day when w'e shall all of us be con-
temporaries, and make cur appearance to-
gether. C. 

No. sr.] Saturday, March 33, iril. 
U t n o * lon ra , qiiibu^ ment i t i i r arnica, diesqne 
Loi tea videtut t ^ s liebenUbuB; Ml f i ^ r ai iDui 
PupillTS. qiifK du ra preniit c U F l ^ i a m a t r a m : 

initii t a n f a flu tint inKTtUrTMeiemT^ra.qtir ppr>m 
ron^i j iuiD QLĵ  moTBntur nxeniii c n a ^ i K r id, quud 
iK<jiie (Aiiprribus pt("l««t, li>cij|il«libiis»que ; 
• £ q n e rLeeleclum pu^rie l eo ibu ' t ine n rc rb l t . 

/fffr . Lib. 1. Ep. i. 23. 
IMIT.^TED. 

Tjonc a? tfk Ijirti. wilo w i r k s for (?t.t>t, the d a y ; 
I jong a s III* ni*rbt w hor. l o v ^ ' a a w a y ; 
Jy ins an ib^ v^'ar's dull circle speiru In run , 
WlKR tbf brislc minrtT pants fnr i w e n t y . o u e ; 
Pn eic^w th ' uoproAiabie mt>ji)€nts roll, 
T i i a t I 'vk lip all the f t incl inns of m ? Ronl; 
T b a i m* from mysftf , and sliil doifi/ 
I,iff. 's loFtant business in a f i i ture d a y ; 
Tl ia t task , wh i rb a t we follow, o r d M p i M . 
Thfi oldest is a fr^l , ihe yoi t ree^t : 
Whi r f i done, the poorest can n o wan ta oncfure; 
A n d »'bicii n o t duoe, Ibe richest muse be poor. 

Pif'-
THERE is scarce a thinking man in the 

world, who is involved in the business of it, 
but lives under a secret impatience of the 
hurry and fatigue he suffers, and has formed 
a resolution to fix himself, one time or other, 
in such a state as is suitable to the end of 
his being. You hear men every day, in 
conversation, profess, that all the honour, 
power, and riches, which they propose to 
themselves, cannot give satisfaction enough 
to reward them for half the anxiety thev 
undet^o in the pursuit or possession of 
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them. W h i l e men a r e in this t emper 
{which happens very frequently) hnw in-
consistent a re they with themselves? T h e y 
a r e wearied with the toil they bear, but 
cannot find in their hear t s to relinquish it; 
ret irement is what they want, but they 
cannot betake themselves to i t Wl>ilethey 
pant af ter shade and covert, they still affect 
t o appear in the most glittering scenes of 
life. Sure this is but just as reasonable as 
if a man should call for more lights, when 
h e has a mind to go to sleep. 

Since then it is c e r t ^ that our own 
hear t s deceive us in t h e love of the world, 
and that we cannot command ourselves 
encugh to r eagn it, though we every day 
-wish ourselves disengaged from its allure-
ments, let us not stand upon a formal taking 
of leave, but wean ourselves from them 
while we are in the midst of them. 

It is certainly the general intention of the 
greater p a n of mankind to accomplish tliis 
work, and live according to their own ap-
probation, as soon as they possibly can. But 
since the duration of life is so uncertain, and 
that has been a common topic of discourse 
ever since there was such a thing as life i t-
self, how is it possible t h a t we should defer 
a moment the beginning to live according 
to the rules of reas(m> 

T h e man of business has ever some one 
point to ca t ry , and then h e tells himself he 
will bid adieu to all the vanity of ambition. 
T h e man of pleasure resolves to t a k e his 
leave at least, and pa r t civil lywith his mis-
tress; but t h e ambitious man is entangled 
every moment in a f resh pursuit , and the 
lover sees new charms in t h e object h e fan-
cied he could abandon. I t is therr fore a fan-
tastical way of thinking, when we promise 
ourselves an alteration in our conduct from 
change of place, and difference of circum-
stances; the same passions will a t tend us 
wherever we are, till they are conquered, 
and we can never live to our satirfaction in 
t h e deepest retirement, unless we are capa-
ble of living so, in some measure, ammst 
t h e noise and business of the world. 

I have ever thought men were be t te r 
known by wha t could be observed of them 
from a perusal of their p r iva te letters, than 
any other way. M y f n e n d the clergyman, 
t h e other day, upon serious discoui-se with 
h im concerning the danger of procrast ina-
tion, gave m e the following letters from 
persons with whom he lives m gi'eat f r iend-
ship and intimacy, according to t h e good 
h n » U n g and good sense of his character . 
1 he first is f rom a man of business, who is 
his convert: the second from one of whom 
h e conceives good hopes: the th i rd from 
one who is in no state at all, but carr ied one 
way and another by starts, 

' S IR ,—I know not with what words to 
express to you the sense I have of the high 
obfigation you have laid upon me, in the 
penance you enjohied me of doing some goocl 
or other to a person of worth every day I 

live. T h e station I am in furnishes m e with 
daily opportunities of this kind; and the 
noble principle with which you liave in-
spired me, of benevolence to all I have to 
deal with, quic iens my application in eveiy 
thing I undertake. W h e n I relieve meri t 
f rom discountenance, when I asas t a f r iend-
less person, when I produce concealed w o r t ^ 
I am displeased with myself, for having de-
signed to leave the world in order to be v i r -
tuous. I am sorry you decline the occasions 
which the condition I am in might afford 
m e of enlarging your fortunes; but I know 
I contribute more to your satisfaction, when 
I acknowledge I am the bet ter man, f r o m 
the influence and authority you have over, 
sir, your most obliged and most humble 
servant, R. O . ' 

' S IR ,—I am entirely convinced of t h e 
t r u th of what you were pleased to sav to 
me, when I was last with you alone. You 
told me then of t h e silly way I was in; but 
you told me so, as I saw you loved me , 
otherwise I could not obey your commands 
in letting vou know my thoughts so sin-
cerely as 1 do at present. I know " t h e 
creature , for whom I resign so much of my 
c h a r a c t e r , " is ail that you said of her ; bu t 
then the trifler has something in he r so un-
designing and harmless, t h a t her f^Ut in 
one kind disappears by the comparison of 
he r innocence in another. \S'iU you, vir-
tuous man, allow no alteration of offences? 
Must dear Chloe be called by the hard 
name you pious people give to common wo-
men? I k ^ p t h e solemn promise I made 
you in writin,^ to you t h e state of my mind, 
af ter your kind admonition; and will en-
deavour to get t h e better of this fondness, 
which makes m e so much h e r humble ser-
vant, that I am almost a ^ a m e d to s u ^ 
scribe myself yours, T . D . ' 

'S IR , — T h e r e is no state of life so anxious 
as t h a t of a man who does not live accord-
ing to the dictates of his own reason. I t 
will seem odd to you, when I assure you 
tha tmy loveo f r e t i r emen t f i r s t o f all brought 
m e to court ; but this will be no riddle, when 
I acquaint you that I placed myself here 
with a des im of getting so much money as 
might enable m e to purchase a handsome 
re t rea t in the country. A t present my cir-
cumstances enable me, and my duty p m m p t s 
me to pass away the remainmg pa r t of niy 
life in such a ret irement as I a t first pro-rosed to myself; but to my great misfortune 

have entirely lost the relish of it, and 
should now re turn to the country with 
greater reluctance than I a t first came to 
c o u r t I am so unhappy, as t o know that 
what I am fond of are trifles, and tliat what 
I neglect is of the greatest importiince; in 
short, I find a contest in mv own mind be-
tween reason and fashion. 1 r emember you 
once told me, that I might live in the world 
and oiit of it, a t the same time. Le t mc 
beg of you to explain this paratlox more at 
Lirge to mc, that I may conform my life, if 
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jifwsibk, both to my duty and my inclina-
tion. I am yours, i5cc. R. B.' 

C. 

N a 28.] Monday, ^/iriltl, 1711,1 
N e q u r wmper arciim 

Ten Ji t A polio. flM". L i b . O d . 1.19. 
Kor does Apollo always bend bis bow, 

I SHALL here present my reader with a 
letter from a prr^ector, concerning a new 
"ffic*-, which he thinks may very much con-
trihute to the embellishment of the city, 
ami to the driving barbarity out of our 
greets. I consider it as a satire upon pro-
jectors m general, and a lively picture of 
the whole art of modem criticism. 

' SIR,—Observing that you have thoughts 
of creating certain officers under you^ for 
the inspeclioti of several petty enormities 
which you yourself cannot attend to; and 
finding dailv absurdities hung out upon the 
sign-posts of this cit •, to the great scandal 
of forcignei-s, as wel as those of our own 
countr), who are curiou's spectators of the 
a m e ; I do humbly propose that you will 
M pleased to make me your superintendant 

a " such figures and devices, as are or 
shall be made use of on this occasion; with 
^11 powers to rectify or expunge whatever 
1 shall find irregular or defective. For 
want of such an officer, there is nothing 
bke sound literature and good sense to be 
m « with in those objects that are every 
where thrusting themselves out to the eve, 
and endeavouring to bccome visible. Our 
streets are fiUed with blue boars, black 
swans, and red lions; not to mention flying 
pigs, and hogs in armour, with many other 
crcatures more extraordinary than ajiy in 
the descru Africa. Strange! that one 
who has all the birds and beasts in nature 
to choose out of, should live at the sign of 
an An* Halionu.' 

be, like 
that of Hereules, to clear the city from 

foSif,^, I" place, i V o ^ 
t ^ i d that creatures of arring and incon-

t o g e S n 

T h e U ^ ^ ^ ^ K ^ ' ' ^ and the gridinin. 
1 ne tox and the goose may be supposed to 
ha% e met, but what has the fox aJ^^he 
vcn ^ r s to do together? A n d T h ^ ^ 
t ^ l a m b and dolphin ever meet, w m 
u ^ a sign post? As for the cat and fidd^ 

t h e r e f o r r i do 
not intend that any thintr T h^v^ • j 
^ o u l d affect i^ ( m u T t ^ V ^ v ^ ^ o ^ s e ^ e 
to you upon this subject, that it is usuK for 
a young tn^esman , at his first setting u T 
w ^ 1° that of the S r 
whom h e served; as the husband S ^ r 
m ^ a g e , gives a place to his m i « r ^ ' s 
m ^ m his own coat. This I take 5 W 
w h S , ^ absurtStie! 

are committed over our headsV^d! 
as I am informed, first occasioned the three 

nuns and ahare , which we see so frequently 
joined together. Iwouldthereforeestablisli 
certain rules, for the determiiutig how far 
one tradesman may give the sign OT another, 
and in what cases. he may be allowed to 
quarter it with his own. 

' In the third place, I would enjoin every 
shop to make use of a sign which bears 
some affinity to t he wares in which it deals. 
W h a t can be more inconsistent, than to see 
a bawd at the sign of the angel, or a t^ lo r 
at the lion? A cook should not live at the 
boot, nor a shoemaker at the roasted pig; 
and yet, for want of this regulation, I have 
seen a goat set up before the door of a per-
fumer, and the French king's head at a 
sword-cutler's. 

'An ingenious foreigner observes, that se-
veral of those gentlemen who value them-
selves upon their families, and overlook 
such as are bred to trade, bear the tools of 
their forefathers in their coats of arms. I 
will not examine how true this is in fact. But 
though it may not be neccssaty for posterity 
thus to set up the sign of their forefathers, 
I think it highly proper for those who ac-
tually profess the traae to show some such 
m a r t s of it before their doors. 

• W h e n the name dvesanoccasionfor an 
ingenious sign-post, Iwould likewise adnse 
the owner to take that opportunity of let-
ting the world know who h e is. Ic would 
have been ridiculous for the ingenious Mrs. 
Salmon to have lived at the sign of the 
trout; for which reason she has erected be-
fore her house the figure of the fish that is 
her namesake. Mr. ̂ 1 1 has likewise dis-
tinguished himself by a device of the same 
nature: and here, sir, I must beg leave to 
^ s e n - e toyou, that this particular figure 
ct a bell has given occasion to several pieces 
of wit in this kind. A man of ycurreading 
must know, that Abel Drugger gained great 
applause by it in the time of Ben lonson. 
Our apocryphal heathen god* is also re-
presented by this figure; which, in conjunc-
tion with the dragon, makes a very hand-
some picture in several of our streets. As 
for the bell-savage, which is the sign of a 
savage man stamling by a bell, I was for-
merly very much puzzled upon the conceit 
of it, till I accidentally fell into the reading 
of an old romance translated out of the 
French; which gives an account of a vety 
beautifal woman who was found in a wif-
demess, and is called in the French X a 
ielle Sauvage; and is every where trans-
lated by CTir countrymen tfie Ml-savage. 
T h i s piece of philosophy will, I hope, con-
vince you that I have made sign-posts my 
study, and consequentlv qualified rovself for 
the employment which I solicit at your 
hands. But before I conclude my letter, I 
must communicate to you another remark, 
which I have made upon the subject witii 
which 1 am now entertaining you, namely, 
that 1 can give a shrewd guess at the hu-

• S(. G«cr j e . 
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