
" Thnii r i s ing sun, whcue gladaome ray 
Invitee my f a i r to roral play, 
T>i*pel tlK miat . and el«er t lw skiea, 
Aod bi ing diy Orra to my eyes. 

O h ! wwT? I sure m / f i c a r to view, 
r d t j i m b i l ial pine tree's lopmoai bough, 
Alofl i n « i t t h a t qu iVr in s p lay t , 
And round a n d round ftir e»et g t M . 

Mv Orra Moor, where a r t t hou l a i d ! 
V/ha i wood conceals my sleeping m a i d ? 
Fas t by the toots e n t a j ' d I'd t e a r 
The trees t h a t hide my promis 'd ftir. 

Olil couTil I ride t h e clouds a n d Bkica, 
Or on ihe r aven ' s p in ioni rise I 
Yeatot l ts , ye a w i n s , a m a m e n t atay, 
And w a / t a l u v e r on h i s w a y I 

My bliss too Ion? my bride denies, 
Apace Ihe w a s t i n g snmmer f l ies : 
Nor yet the w i n t r y blasts T f ea r . 
Not storms, or Qigbt shall keep me here. 

W h a t m a y for s t rens th w i t h steel compare ? 
C»i! lore has fet ters s t ronger ftr I 
By bolts of steel a r r l i m b s c o n S n ' d , 
But cnjel IOTC encha ins the mind . 

No teller theo perplei thy b r e a s t ; 
When Ihooghls torroent, the first »re b e n ; 
T i e mad to go, ' t i s death to s l a y ; 
Away to O t : a ! haste a w a y 

'Apr i l the 10th. 
•MR. SPECTATOR,—I am one of those 

despicable creatures called a cliamberm^d, 
ana have lived with a mistress for some 
lime, whom I love as my life, which has 
made my duty and pleasure inseparable. 
My greatest delight has been in being em-
ployed about her person; end indeed she is 
very seldom out of humour for a woman of 
her quality. But here lies my complaint, a r . 
To bear -with me is all the encouragement 
she is pleased to bestow upon me; for she 
gives her cast-off clothes from me to others; 
some she is pleased to bestow in the house 
to those that neither want nor wear them, 
and some to hangers-on, that frequent the 
hfiuse dailv, who come dressed out in them. 
This, sir, is a very mortifying sight to me, 
who am a little necessitous for clothes, and 
love to appear what I am; and causes an 
uneasiness, so that I cannot serve with that 
cheerfulness as formerly; which my mis-
tress takes notice of, and calls envy and 
ill-temper, at seeing others preferred be-
fore me. My mistress has a younger sister 
lives in the house with her, that is some 
tliOHsands below her in estate, who is conti-
nually heaping her favours on her m ^ d ; so 
that she can appear every Sunday, for the 
first quarter, in a fresh suit of clothes of 
her mistress's giving, with all other things 
suitable. All this 1 see without envying, 
but not without wishing my mistress would 
? little consider what a discouragement it 
's to me to hare my perquisites divided be-
tween fawners and jobbers, which others 
wjoy entire to themselves. I have spoken 
to my mistress, but to little purpose; 1 
have desired to be discharged (fi)r nideedl 
tret mvself to notliing,) but that slie an-
swers with silence. I beg, sir, your direc-
tion what to do, for I am fully resolved to 

follow your counsel; who am your admirer 
and humble servant, 

' C O N S T A N T I A COMB-BRUSH. 
• I beg that you will put it in a better 

dress, and let it come abroad, that my mis-
tress, who is an admirer of your specula-
tions, may see i t . ' T . 

N a 367.] rhiinday. May 1. 1722. 
- P e r i i u n e parr i te e h s n e - ^ ^ v . Sa l . j. 18. 

In mercy iperv us w h e n we do our beat 
To m a k e as much w a s t e paper as the rest . 

I H A V E often pleased myself with con-
sidering the two kinds of benefits which 
accrue to the public from these ray specu-
lations, and which, were I to speak after 
the manner of logicians, I would distin-
guish into the material and the formal. By 
the latter I understand those advantages 
which my readers receive, as their minds 
are either improved or delighted by these 
my daily labours; but having already se-
veral times descanted on my endeavours in 
this light, I shall at present wholly confine 
mvself to the consideration of the former. 
By the word material, I mean those bene-
fits which arise to the public from these my 
speculations, as they consume a consider-
able quantity of our paper-manufacture, 
employ our artisans in printing, and find 
busmess for great numbers of indigent 
persons. 

Our paper-manufecture takes into it se-
veral mean materials which could be put 
to no other use, and affords work for several 
hands in the collection of them which are 
incapable of any other employment Those 
poor retailers, whom we see so busy in 
every street, deliver in their respective 
gleanings to the merchant T h e merchant 
carries them in loads to the paper-mill, 
where they pass through a fresh set of 
hands, and ^ v e life to another trade. 
Those who have mills on their estate, by 
this means considerably raise their rents, 
and the whole nation is in a great measure 
supplied with a manufacture for which for-
merly she was obliged to her neighbours. 

T h e materials are no sooner wrought 
into paper, but they are distributed among 
the presses, when they again set innume-
rable artists at work, and furnish business 
to another mvstery. From hence, accord-
ingly as they are stained with news and 
politics, they fly through the town in Post-
men, Post-boys, Da ly Courants, Reviews, 
Medleys, and Examiners. Men, women, 
and children contend who shall be the first 
bearers of them, and get their daily susten-
ance by spreading them. In short, when I 
trace in my mind a bundle of rags to a quire 
nf Spectators, I find so many hands em-
ploved in every step they take through 
their whole progress, that while I am 
writing a Spectator, I fancy myself pro-
viding breail fcr a multitude. 

I 
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If I do nr.t take ca r e to obviate some of 
m y witty readers , they will be apt to tell 
me, tha t m y paper , af ter i t is thus printed 
and published, is still beneficial to the pub-
lic on several occasions. I must confess I 
have lighted my p ipe wi th mv own worics 
for this twelvemonth past , ^ y landlady 
often sends u p her little daughter to desire 
some of mv old Spectators, and has fre-
quently told me, tha t t h e p a p e r they a re 
printed on is the best in the world to w r a p 

T h e y likewise m a d e a eood spiccs in. 
foundation for a 
more than once 

mutton pie, as I have 
experienced, and were 

very much sought for I t s t Chr is tmas by 
t h e whole neighbourhood. 

I t is pleasant enough to consider the 
changes t ha t a linen fi-agment undergoes 
by passing through the several hands above 
mentioned. T h e finest picccs of Holland, 
when worn to tat ters , assume a new 
whiteness more beautiful than the first, 
and often re turn in the shape of let ters to 
their native coiuitry. A lady 's shift may 
be metamorphosed into billets-doux, and 
come into h e r possession a sccfind time. A 
beau may peruse his c rava t af ter it is worn 
out, with grea ter p leasure and advantage 
than ever h e did in a glass. In a word, a 
piece of d o t h , a f t e r having officiated for 
some years as a towel or a napkin, may by 
this means be raised f r r m a dunghill, and 
become the most valuable piece of furni-
ture in a p r ince ' s cabinet. 

T h e piJi test nations of Eu rope have en-
deavoured to vie with one another fo r the 
reputation of the finest printing. Absolute 
governments, as well as republics, have 
encouraged an art which seems t o be t h e 
noblest and moa; beneficial t h a t e v e r w a s in-
vented arnongthe sonsof i t ie r . T h e present 
king of F rance , in his pursuits af ter glory, 
ha s par t icular ly distinguished himself 6y 
the promoting of this useful ar t , insomucli 
tha t several books have b e w printed in the 
Louvre a t his own expense , upon which h e 
sets so grea t a value t ha t he considers them 
as the Boblest presents h e can m a k e to fo-
^ i g n pr inces and ambassadors. If we look 
into tSie commonwealths of Holland and 
Venice, w e shall fiad t ha t in this par t icular 
they have made themselves t h e envy of the 
greatest monarchies. E lzevi r and Aldus a re 
rnore frequent ly mentioned than any pen-
sioner of toe one or doge of the other. 

T h e several presses which a re now in 
England, and the g rea t encouragement 
which has been given to learning for some 
years last pas t , has m a d e our own nation 
as gloriou-s upon this account as for its late 
t r iumphs and conquests. T h e new edition 
which is given us of C s s a r ' s Commenta-
ries* has already been taken notice of in 
foreign gazettes, and is a work tha t does 
honour to the EngUsb press. I t is no won-
d e r t ha t an edition should be very correct 

• A m o s t m a p n i f i e e n t ecTilini of Ctesar 's C o n u o f s t a -
r i«i p<ikltsbed a b o u t lJu< tiine, by D t . S u n u c l ClArke. 

which has passed tlirough the handsof one 
of the most accurate, learned, and judicious 
writers this age has produced. T h e beauty 
of the paper , of the character , and of the 
several cuts with which this noble work is 
illustrated, makes it the finest book that I 
have ever seen; and is a t rue instance of 
the English genius, which, though it does 
not come the first into any art , generally 
carries i t to greater heights than any other 
country in t h e w o r l d I a m particularly 
glad tha t this author comes f rom a Britisfi 
printing-house in so CTeat a magnificence, 
as h e IS the first wno has given us any 
tolerable account of our country. 

M y illiterate readers , if any such there 
are, will be surprised to h e a r m e talk of 
Seaming as the glory of a nation, and of 
printing as an a r t tha t gains a reputation to 
a people among whom it flourishes. W h e n 
men 's thoughts a re taken u p wi th avarice 
and ambition, they cannot look upon any 
thing as great or valuable which does not 
br ing with it an extraordinary power or 
interest to the person w h o is concerned in 
it. But as I shi l l never a n k this paper so 
f a r as to engage witli Goths and Vandals, I 
shall only regard such kind of reasoners 
with t ha t pity which is due to so deplorable 
a degree of stupidity andignorance . L . 

N a 368.] Friday, May 2, 1712. 
- N n i d e c v b t t 

« hi e s » t alHjuiB i n lucecn e d i t u , 
> l i imaBr v iue r a r i a repi i ta i i t«s m a l a : 
A t q>u laborer i7tort« flniseel g r a v e s , 
OfDBes amMTos l a u d e c t l e t i t i a e z e q u i . 

f x f i j ) . s p u d 7VZ7. 

i r e c a n i o f t n t d r a w s t b e v i t a l a i r , 
OfBcioua ^ e f ahouJd we lcomc )i im t o c a r a : 
B u t j o y phould l i f e ' s couc lw1lDfac«n« a t t e n d . 
A n d m i r t b be kep t t o g r a c e a d y i n ; f r i end . 

A s the Spectator Is, in a kind, a p a p e r 
of news f rom the natural world, as others 
a re f rom the busy and politic p a r t of man-
kind, I shall t ranslate the following letter, 
written to an eminent F rench gentleman in 
this town f rom P a h s , which gives us the 
exit of a heroine who is a pa t te rn of pa -
t ience and generoMty. 

' P a r i s , Apr i l 18, 1712. 
' SIR,—It is so many years since you left 

your native country, tha t I a m t o tell you 
the charac te rs of your nearest relations as 
m u c h as if you were an u t te r stranger to 
them. T h e occasion of this is to give vou 
an account of the death of Madam de Vil-
lacerfe , whose depar tu re out of tiiis life I 
know not whe the r a man of your philo-
sophy will call unfortunate o r not, since it 
was at tended with some drCTimstances as 
m u c h to be desired as to be lamented. She 
was h e r whole life h a p p y in an uninter-
rupted heal th, and was always honoured 
for an evenness of t empe r and greatness of 
mind. On the 10th instant tha t lady was 
taken with an indisposition which coniined 
her to Iter chamber , but was such as was 
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too slight to make her take a sick bed, 
and yet too gjievous to admit of any satis-
faction in being out of it. I t is notoriously 
known, that some years ago Monsieur Fes-
teau, one of the most conaderable surgeons 
in Paris, was desperately in love with this 
lady. Her quality placed her above any 
application to her on the account of his 
passion: b u t a s a woman always has some 
regard to the person whom she believes to 
be her real admirer, she now took it into 
her head (uprvn advice of her physicians 
to lose some of her blood) to send for Mon-
sieur Festeau on that occasion. I hap-
pened to be there at that time, and my 
near relation gave me the privilege to be 
present As soon as her arm was stripped 
Dare, and he began to press it, in order to 
R^se the vein, his colour changed, and I ob-
served him seized with a sudden tremor, 
which made me take the liberty to speak 
of it to my cousin with some apprehen-
sion. She smiled, and said, she knew 
M. Festeau had no inclination to do her in-
jury. He seemed to i-ecover himself, and, 
smiling also, proceeded in his work. Im-
Jncdiitcly after the operation, he cried out, 
that he was the roost unfortunate of all men, 
for that he had opened an artery instead 
of a vein. It is as impossible to express 
the artist's distraction as the patient's com-
posure. I will not dwell on little circum-
stances, but go on to inform you, that 
within three days' time it was thought ne-
cessary to take off her arm. She was so 
far from using Festeau as it would be 
natural for one of a lower spirit to treat 
him, that she would not let him be absent 
from any consultation about her present 
condition; and, after having been about a 
quarter of an hour alone, she bid the sur-
geons, of whom poor Festeau was one, go 
on in their work. I know not how to give 
you the terms of art, but there appeared 
such symptoms after the amputation of her 
arm, that it was visible she could not live 
four-and-twenty hours. He r behaviour was 
so magnanimous throughout the whole 
affair, tliat I was particularly curious in 
taking notice of what past as her fate ap-
proached nearer and nearer, and took notes 
of what she said to all about her, particu-
toly word for word what she spwke to M. 
Testeau, which was as follows: 

"Si r , you give me inexpressible sorrow 
'Or the anguish with which I see vou over-
whelmed. I am removed to all intents 
and purposes from the interests of human 
'"e , therefore I am to bemn to think like 
one wholly unconcerned m it. I do not 
consider you as one by whose error I have 
lost my life; no, you are my benefactor, as 
you have hastened my entrance into a happy 
immortality. This is my sense of this acci-
dent: but the world in which yon live may 
{'^ve thoughts of it to your disadvantage: t 
nave therefore taken care to provide for you 
in my will, and have placod vou above what 
VOU have to fear from their ill-nature." 

' While this excellent woman spoke these 
words, Festeau looked as if he received a 
condemnation to die, instead of a pension 
for his life. Madame de Villacerie lived 
till eight of the clock the next night; and 
though she must have laboured under the 
most exquisite torments, she possessed her 
mind with so wonderful a patience, that 
one may rather say she ceasrf to breathe, 
than she died at that hour. You, who had 
not the happiness to be personailv known 
to this lady, have 'nothing but to rejoice in 
the honour you had of being related to so 
great merit ;'but we, who have lost her con-
versation, cannot so easily resign our own 
happiness by reflection upon hers. I am, 
sir, your affectionate kinsman, and most 
obedient humble servant, 

• P A U L R E G N A U D . ' 

T h e r e hardly can be a greater instance 
of a hennc mmd than the unprejudiced 
manner in which this lady weighed this 
misfortune. T h e regard of life could not 
make her overlook the contrition of the un-
happy man, whose more than ordinaiy con-
cern for her was all his guiit It would 
certainly be of angular use to human so-
d e t j toliave an exact account of this iadv's 
ordmary conduct, which was crowned by so 
uncommon magnanimity. Such greatness 
was not to be acquired in the last article; 
nor is it to be doubted but it was a constant 
practice of all that is praiseworthy, which 
made her cajrabie of beholding d ^ t h , not 
as the dissolution, but consummation of her 
life. T . 

No. 369.] Saturday, May 3, 1712. 

^ ^ i a a i r r i t a n t a n i m o s ^^mimK p e r a u m , 
a u a m q u e lu i i t ocuJ i t n i l t H c t a fidclibui. 

Ibr. Jrl Pcll. 7. 180. 

W l i a t v e tiear moTM l e n t l ia i i w b a t w a see . 
RMcammn. 

MILTON, after having represented in 
vision the history of mankind to the first 
great period of nature, despatches the re-
maining part of it in narration. He has 
devised a very handsome reason for the 
angel's proceeding with Adam after this 
manner; though doubtiess the true reason 
was the difficulty which the poet would 
have found to have shadowed out so mixed 
and complicated a story in visible objects. 
I could wish, however, that the author had 
done it, whatever pains it might have cost 
him. To give my opinion freely, I think 
that the exhibiting part of the history of 
mankind in viaon, and part in narrative, is 
as if a history-p^ntcr should put in colours 
one half of his subject, and write down the 
remaning part of i t If Milton's p « m 
flags any where, it is in this narrdtion, 
where in some places the author has been 
so attentive to his divinity that he has 
neglected his pnetry. T h e narration, how-
ever, rises vciy happily on several occa 
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sions, where the subject is capable of 
poetical ornaments, as particularly in the 
confusion which he describes among the 
builders of Babel, and in his short sEetch 
of the p l a c e s of Egypt. T h e storm of 
hail and fii-e, with the darkness that over-
spread the land for three days, are de-
scribed with great strength. Tl ie beautiful 
jassase whicK follows is raised upon noble 
lints in Scripture: 

- T h u s with tpn wounds 
T h e j i r e r dtagon taiziM, e l lengiti submits 
Tn let hi« fiAjnum^rs depar t ; «nd cf l 
F]ui ib^s hts stubborn t i ra r t ; but stiJI, as ice, 
More harden'd a f t f r t h a w : till in his r a ^ 
Ptjrsti ine whom h^ late dismiss'd, the a^a 
Swallows Ilim wi th l i i s hos t ; but then k i s ni«n 
As on dry land be iwafn t w o crystal walla, 
Aw'd by the rod of Mosea ao t o stand 
DiTiied • 

T h e river dragon is an allu^iion to the 
crocodile, which inhabits the Nile, from 
whence Egypt derives her plenty. This 
allusion is t i i e n from that sublime passage 
in Eze t i e l : 'T l i u s saith the Lord God, 
Behold I am against thee, Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, the great dragon that lieth in the 
midst of his rivers, which hath said, Mv 
river is mine own, and I have made it for 
myself. ' Milton has given us another very 
noble and poetical image in the same de-
scription, which is copied almost word for 
word out of the history of Moses! 

* Al ln ieh t he wilt pursue, but his approach 
D.irftn^ss defends between till mornintc v a t c h 

thrnutrli ine l^err pillar and the cloud 
Cod lookins rorth w;ll trouble all hia host, 
And craxe their chariot wbee!s; when by cotomand 
M o v s once more his pnteot rod ezlsfida 
Ovf r the s e i : the sea his rod oboys: 
OK their embatt led ranks the waves return 
A n d overwttetm their war 

As the principal design of this episode 
was to give Adam an idea of the holy per-
son who was to reinstate human nature in 
that happiness and perfection from which 
it had fallen, the poet confines himself to 
the line of Abraham, from whence the 
Messiah was to descend. T h e angel is 
described as seeing the patr iarch actually 
travelling towards the land of promise, 
which gives a particular liveliness to this 
pa r t of the narration; 

' X see him. hot chou canst not . witli wha t faitrt 
He leaves bis gods, his Ihends. bis native soil, 
Ur of Cbaldea, passios aow Ibe ford 
Tn Har&D ; af ter him a cumbrous t ra in 
Of herds, and i^ocKs, and niim'rotis aervilude ; 
Not w a a d ' r i n s poor, b u t t r u s l i n * all his weal th 
W i t h ttod. whaca l l ' d him in a l a n d u n k n o n o . 
Canaan he n o w a t t a in s : I see hi t rents 
Pitch'd about Sechem, and the nei i ;hbourin | plain 
O f M o r t h ; th«re by promise tv* receives 
R i f t to hia progeny of ah t h a i l a n d ; 
F r i i o Hamath nor thward to the desert sou th : 
(Tilings by Uieir names I call, though yet unnam'd.) ' 

As Virgil's vision in the sixth iEneid 
probably gave Milton the hint of this whole 
episode, the last line is a translation of that 
verse where Anchises mentions the names 
of places, which they were to bear here-
af ter : 

Hac t u r a n o n i n a c r u n t , n u u c s u n t sine nomine tptne. 

T h e poet has vety finely represented the 
jov and gladness of' heart which arises in 
A^am upon his discovery of the Messiah. 
As he sees his day at a distance through 
types and shadows, he rejoices in it; but 
when he finds the redemption of man com-

Eletcd, and Paradise again renewed, he 
reaks forth in rapture and transport: 
* 0 goodness inlinite! goodness imrQensel 
T h a t all this good of evil stiall produce.' k z . 

I have hinted in my sixth paper on Mil-
ton, that a heroic poem, according to the 
opinion of the best critics, ought to end 
happily, and leave the mind of the reader, 
af ter having conducted it through many 
doubts and fears, sorrows and disquietudes, 
in a state of tranquillity and satisfaction. 
Milton's fable, which had so many other 
qualifications to recommend it, was defi-
cient in this particular. I t is here therefore 
that the poet has shown a most exquisite 
judgment, as well as the finest invention, 
by finding out a method to supply this 
natural defect in his subject Accordingly 
lie leaves the adversary of mankind, in the 
last view which he gives of him, under the 
lowest state of mortification and disappoint-
ment. W e see him chewing a ^ e s , gro-
velling in the dust, and loaden with super-
numerary pains and torments. On the 
contrary, our two first parents are com-
forted by dreams and visions, cheered with 
promises of salvation, and in a manner 
raised to a greater happiness than that 
which they had forfeited. In short, Satan 
is represented miserable in the height of 
his triumphs, and Adam triumphant in the 
height of misery. 

Milton's poem ends verynoblv. T h e last 
speeches of Adam and the archangel are 
full of moral and instructive sentiments. 
T h e sleep that fell upon Eve, and thecffects 
it had in ijuieting the disorders of her mind, 
produces the same kind of consolation in the 
reader, who cannot peruse thclas t l^autifiil 
speech, which is ascribed to the mother of 
mankind, without a secret pleasure and 
satisfaction: 

'Whence thon retiim'st, and w b i t h e r w e n t ' s t , ! know: 
For God is Also in vieep, and dreams arlvise. 
Which he hath sent propitious, s o n v xr^at 
Presaging, since w i t h sorrow and l iean 's distress 
Wearietl I tell asleep; but now lead o n ; 
IQ me ia no delay: w i t h tlise to go. 
Is 10 Slay here, wi thou t thee here to s lay . 
I s to go hence unwi l l ing ; thnu to mn 
A n all things under hear 'n , ail ^ a c e s t t io j . 
W h o for iny wilful crime art hanisb 'd bence. 
This far ther consolation yet secure 
I carry hence; Though all by me is lost, 
Bach fftvour 1 unwortbv am vnnchsard. 
By me the proinia'd seed shall ail restore.' 

T h e following lines, which conclude the 
poem, rise in a most glorious blaze of poeti-
cal images and expressions. 

Heliodorus in the iEtliiopics acquaints 
us, that the motion of the gods differs from 
that of mortals, as the former do not stir 
their feet, nor proceed step by step, but 
slide over the surface of the earth by an 
uniform swimming of the whole body. T h e 
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reader may observe with how pwtical a 
description Milton has attributed the same 
kind of motion to the angels who were to 
take possession of Paradise: 

S n e o a k e n i i r m o t h f r E v e ; a n d A d a m b e a r d 
W'ell plpas'il, b u t n o t ; f o r n o w T o o n i g b 
T h ' a r c J i a n ^ l ?[O<K1; a n d f r o m t h e other bill 
T o i h e i r l i i ' d s l a t i o n , «11 i n tpri«til a r r a y 
TTw elKTUhim 'IpsceiidHi; o n t h e g r u u n d 
n i i f i i n s m e K o m u s , a ' e v e n i n g mi s t 
Ri&'n f ruo i a r i v p r . o ' e r t b e m a r i n b e l ides . 
A n d g a t h e r s groun<t f a s t a t t h e l ab ' r e r ' i beel 
Hoffkoward r c t u r n i n s . HIgK in f r o m a d v a n c M 
Tlw brandiBli 'd s n o r d o f O o d before I h e m b l a z ' d 
F ie rce as aconiet^ 

T h e author helped his invention in the 
following passage, by reflecting on the be-
haviour of the angel, who in holy writ has 
the conduct of Lot and his family. T h e 
circumstances drawn from that relation are 
very gracefully made use of on this occasion: 

I n e i t h e r b a n d t h e ha s t ' n iDg an i fe l cauRht 
O u r lingTinp! pa ren i s , a n d l o t h ' »aster i i j a l e 

t b e m d i r e c t ; a n d d o w n t h e c l i f f M f a a t 
T o t h e n ib j ec t ed p l a i n ; t b e n d i sap jKar ' d , 
T b e y l o o k i n g b a c k . AJ:. 

T h e scene which our first parents are 
surprised with, upon their looking back on 
Paradise, wonderiuliy strikes the reader 's 
imagination, as nothing can be more natural 
than the tears they shed on that occasion: 

T h e y look ing back , all l b ' eas terz i aida bebeld 
Of Pa rad i s e , s o l a t e t h e i r h a p p y aea l , 
W a v ' d over by t b a l flammfr b r a n d , the g a t e 
W i i h d r e a d f u l f a c e s t h jon j t ' d a n d fiery a r m s : 
Sorrie n a t u r a l t e a r s I h e y d r o p p ' d but wip 'd C h e m s o o n ; 
T h e wor ld w a s a l l before t h e m , w b e r e t o c h o o s e 
T l K i r ^ a c « o f r e a t , a n d ProTidence tbe i r guide . 

If I might presume to offer at the smallest 
alteration in this divine work, I should think 
the poem would end bet ter with the pas-
sage here quoted, than with the two verses 
which follow: 

T h e y hand in b a n d , w i t h w a n d e r i n g s t e p ! a n d s l o w 
T l i i ough E d e n t o o k t b e i r s o l i t a r y w a y . 

These two verses, though they have their 
beautv, fall very much below the foregoing 
passage, and renew in the mind of the reader 
Chat anguish which was pretty well l ^ d by 
that consideration; 

T h e wor ld w a s a l l before Ibem, w h e r e l o chooaa 
The i r p l a c e o f r e s c , a n d ProTidence t h e i r gu ide . 

T h e number of books in Paradise Lost is 
equal to those of the .S^neid. Our author, 
in his first edition, had divided his poem 
into ten books, but afterwards broke the 
seventh and the eleventh each of them into 
two different books, by the help of some 
small additions. This second division was 
made with great j u d ^ e n t , as any one may 
See who will be at the pains of examining 
•t- It was not done for the sake of such a 
chimerical beauty as that of resembling 
yirgil in this particular, but for the more 
just and regular disposition of this great 
worls, 

Tl'ose who have read Bossu, and man_y 
the critics who have written since his 

time, wiu not pardon me if I do not find 
out the particular moral which is incul-
cated in Paradise Lost. Though I can by 

no means think, with the last-mentioned 
French author, tha t an epic writer first of 
all pitches upon a certain moral, as the 
ground-work and foundation of his poem, 
and afterwards finds out a story to it; I am 
however of opinion, that no just heroic 
poem ever was or can be made, f rom 
whence one great moral may not 1)€ de-
duced. T h a t which reigns in Milton is thft 
most universal and most useful that can be 
imagined. I t is, in short, this, that obe-
dience to the will of God makes men happy, 
and that disobedience makes them misera 
ble. This is viably the moral of the pi'iii 
cipal fable, which turns upon Adam and 
Eve, who continued in Paradise while they 
kep t the command that was given them, 
and were driven out of it as soon as they had 
transgressed. Th i s is likewise the moral of 
the piincipai episode, which shows us how 
an mnumerable multitude of angels fell 
f rom their disobedience. Besides this great 
moral, which may be looked upon as the 
soul of the fable, there are an infiniw of 
under-mor^s which are to be drawn from 
the several parts of the poem, and which 
make this work more useftil and instruc-
tive than any other poem in any language. 

Those who have criticised on the Odys-
sey, the Iliad, and iEneid, have taken a 
great deal of pains to fix the number of 
months and days contained in the action of 
each of these poems. If any one thinks it 
worth his while to examine this particular 
in Milton, he will find, that f rom Adam's 
first appearance in the fourth book, to his 
expulsion from Paradise in the twelfth, the 
author reckons ten days. As for that par t 
of the action which is described in the 
three first books, as it d ies not pass within 
the regions of nature, I have before ob-
served that it is not subject to any calcula-
tions of time. 

I have now finished my observations on a 
work which does an honour to the English 
nation. I have taken a general view of it 
under these four heads—the fable, the cha-
racters, the sentiments, and the language, 
and made each of them the subject of a 
particular paper. I have in the next place 
spoke of the ccnsures which our author 
may incur under each of these heads, 
which I have confined to two papers, 
though I might have enlarged the number 
if I had b w n disposed to dwell on so un-
g r a t e M a subject. I believe, however, tha t 
flie severest reader will not find any little 
fault in heroic poetr)-, which this author 
has fallen into, that does not come under 
one of those heads among wiiich I have 
distributed his several blemishes. Af ter 
having thus treated at large of Paradise 
Lost, I could not think it sufficient to have 
cckbra ted this poem in the whole without 
descending to particulars. I have there-
fore bestowed a paper upon each book, 
and endeavoured not only to prove that the 
poem is beautiful in general, but to point 
out its particular beauties; and to deter-
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roine wherein thev consist, I have endea-
vouTCfl to show flow some passages are 
beautiful by being sublime, others by being 
soft, others' by being natural; which of them 
are recommended bv the passion, which 
by the moral, which by the sentiment, and 
which by the expression. I have likewise 
endeavoured to snow how the genius of the 
pnet shines by a happy invention, a distant 
allusion, or a judicious imitation; how he 
has copied or improved Homer or Virgil, 
and raises his own imaginarinns by the use 
which he has made of seveial poetical pas-
sages in Scripture. I mieht have inserted 
a!sn several passages in Tasan, which our 
author has imitated: but, as I do not look 
upon Tasso to be a sufficient voucher, I 
would not perplex my reader with such 

?uotations as might do more honotir to the 
talian than to the English poet. In short, 

I have endeavoured to particularize those 
innumerable kinds of beauty which it would 
be tedious to recapitulate, but which are 
essential to poetry, and wlxich may be met 
wi th in theworksof th i sg rea tau thor . Had 
I thought, at my first engaging in this design, 
that it would have led me to so great a 
length, I believe I should never have en-
tered upon it; bu t the kind reception which 
it has met with among those whose judg-
ment I have a value for, as well as the 
uncommon demands which my bookseller 
tells me have been made for these particu-
lar discourses, rive me no reason to repent 
of the p ^ s I have been at in composing 
them. L. 

No. 3TO.] Monday, May 5, 1712. 
T o t a s mundiiB a f i l b i s t r ioncm. 

All t h e world 's a f1a)R, 
And 8)1 t h e men a n d w o m e n merely p l a ^ i ^ , 

S^jUcspurt. 
MANY of my fair readers, as well as very 

gay and we?l-received persons of the other 
sex, are extremely perplexed at the Latin 
sentences at the head of my speculations. 
I do not know whether I ought not to in-
dulge them with translations of each of 
them: however, I have to-dav taken down 
from the top of the stage in Drury-lanc, a 
bit of Latin, which often stands in their 
view, and signifies, t h a t ' T h e whole world 
^ t s the player. ' I t is certain that if we 
look all around us, and behold the different 
employments of mankind, you hardly see 
one who is not, as the player is, in an 
assumed character. T h e lawyer, who is 
vehement and loud in a cause wherein he 
knows he has not the t ruth of the qvicstion 
on his side, is a player as to the personated 
part, but mcomparablv meaner than he as 
to the prostitution of Himself for hire; be-
cause the pleader's falsehood introduces 
injustice: the player feigns for no other end 
but to divert or instruct you. T h e divine, 
whose passirais transport him to say any 
thing with any view but promoting the in-

terests of true piety and religion, is a player 
with a still greater imputation of guilt, in 
proportion to his depreciating a character 
more sacred. Consider all the different 
pursuits and c;mployments of men, and you 
will find half their' actions tend to nothing 
else but disguise and imposture; and all 
that is done which prrceeds not from a 
man's very self, is the action of a player. 
For this rwson it is that I make so frequent 
mention of the stage. It is with mc a matter 
of the highest consideration, what paits 
are well or ill performed, what passions or 
sentiments are indulged or cultivated, and 
consequently what manners and customs 
are transfosed from the stage to the world, 
which reciprocally imitate each other. 
As the writers of epic poems introduce 
shadowy persons, and represent vices and 
virtues under the character of men and 
women; so I, who am a Spectator in the 
world, may perhaps sometimes make use 
of the names of the actors of the stage, to 
represent or admonish those who transact 
affairs in the world. W h e n I am com-
mending Wl lks for representing the ten-
derness of a husband and a father in Mac-
beth, the contrition of a reformed pnxligal 
in Harry the Fourth, the winning emptiness 
of a young man of good-nature and wealth 
in T h e T r ip to the Jubilee, the ofBcious-
ness of an artful servant in the Fox; when 
thus I celebrate Wilks, I talk to all the 
world who are engaged in any of these cir-
cumstances. If f w e r e to speak of merit 
neglected, misapplied, or misunderstood, 
might I not say Estcourt has a great capa-
city? But it is not the interest of others who 
bear a figure on the stage, that his talents 
were understood; it is their business to im-
pose upon him what cannot become him, 
or keep out of his hands any thing in which 
he would shine. W e r e one to raise a sus-
picion cf himself in a man who passes upon 
the world for a fine thing, in orrfer to alarm 
him, one might say. If Lord Foppington 
was not on the stage (Cibber acts the false 
pretensions to a genteel behaviour so verv 
justly,) he would have in the generality of 
mankind more that would admire than de-
ride him. W h e n we come to characters 
directly comical, it is not to be imagined 
what effect a well-regulated stage would 
have upon men's manners. T h e craft of 
an usurer, the absurdity of a rich fool, 
the awkward roughness of a fellow of half 
courage, the ungraceful mirth of a creature 
of half wit, might for ever be pot out of 
codntenance by proper parts for Doggct. 
Johnson, by acting Corbacchio the other 
night, must have pven all who saw him a 
thorough detestation of aged avarice. T h e 
petulancy of a peevish old fellow, who love* 
and hates he knows not why, is verv excel-
lently performed by the ingwious Mr. Wil-
liam Penkethman, in the Fop's Fortune; 
where, in the diaracter of Don Choleric 
Snap Shorto de Testy, he answers no ques-
tions but to those whom he likes, and wants 
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No. 3?! . ] Tuesday, May 6, 1712. 

J a m a e i^ i t a r l a u d a s q u o d d e sap ieo l ibu i uans 
R I f c b a l ? J im. S i t . I . 28. 
And shall Ihc s a ^ your approbs i iun n i n . 
Whose laughing fealursB 'trore s c o n s t a n t g r i a ? 

I SHALL communicate to my readers the 
ioUowing letter for t he entertainment ^ 
this day. 
. ' SIR,—You know very well that our na-

'lon is more famous for that sort of men 
yho^^are called " w h i m s " and " h u m o u r -
uts , ' than any other country in the world; 
^ ^ which reason it is observed, tha t our 
t-nglish comedy exceU tha t of all other 
nations in the noveity and variety of its 
characters 

VOL. H. J 2 

no account of any thing from those h e ap-
proves. M r . Pcnkethman is also master of 
as many faces in the dumb scene as can be 
exMctcd from a man in t he circumstances 
of oeing ready to perish out of fear and 
hunger, H e wanders through the whole 
SMne very masterly, without neglecting 
his victuals. If it be, as I have heard it 
sometimes mentioned, a ^reat qualification 
of the world to follow business and pleasure 
too, what is it in t he ingenious M r . Pen-
kethman to represent a sense of pleasure 
and pain at the same time, as you may see 
him do this evening? 

As it is certain tha t a stage ought to be 
wholly suppressed or judiciously encour-
aged, while there is one in the nation, men 
turned for regular pleasure cannot employ 
their thoughts more usefully, for t he diver-
sion of raankitid, than by convincing them 
that it is in themselves to raise this enter-
t ^ m e n t to the greatest height. I t would 
be a great improvement, as well as embel-
lishment to the theatre , if dancing were 
more regarded, and taught to all t he actors. 
One who has the advantaRe of such an 
a ^ e a b l e girlish person as Mrs. Bicknell, 
joined with h e r capacity of imitation, could 
in proper gesture and motion represent d l 
the decent characters of female life. An 
amiable modesty in one aspect of a dancer, 
and assumed confidence in another, a sud-
den joy in another, a falling off with an im-
patience of being beheld, a return towards 
the audience with an unsteady resolution to 
approach them, and well-acted solicitude 
to please, wculd revive in the company all 
the fine touches of mind raised in observing 
all the objects of affection and passion they 
had before beheld. Such elegant enter-
tainments as these would polish the town 
into j u d ^ e n t in their gratifications; and 
delicacy in pleasure is t he first s tep people 
of condition take in reformation from vice. 
Mrs. Bicknell has the only capacity for this 
sort of dancing of any on the stage; and I 
dare say all who see her performance to-
morrow night, when sure the romp will do 
her best for h e r own benefit, will be of ray 
mind. T . 

' Among those innumerable sets of whims 
which our country prixluccs, there are none 
whom I have regained with more curiosity 
than those who have invented any part icu-
lar kind of diversion for the entertainment 
of themselves and their friends. M y letter 
shall single out those who take delight in 
sorting a company tha t has something of 
burlesque and ridicule in its appearance. I 
sliall make myself understood by the fol-
lowing example : One of the wits of the 
last age, who was a man of a good estate,* 
thought he never laid out his money better 
than m a jest. As he was one year at the 
Bath, observing that , in t he great conflu-
ence of fine people, there were several 
among them with long chins, a par t of t he 
visage bv which he himself was very much 
distinguished, h e invited to dinner half a 
score of these remarkable persons who had 
their mouths in t he middle of their faces. 
T h e y had no sooner placed themselves 
about the table but they began to stare upon 
one another, not being able to imagine what 
had brought them together. O u r English 
proverb says, 

' 'Tt> inerry in tlw halT, 
W h e n bc&ids w a ; all. ' 

It proved so in t he a.ssembly I am now 
speaking of, who seeing so many peaks of 
faces agitated with eating, drinking, and 
discourse, and observing all t he chins tha t 
were present meeting together very often 
over the centre of the table, every one grew 
sensible of tjie jest, and gave into it with so 
much :Tood humour, tha t they lived in strict 
friendship and alliance from tha t day for-
ward. 

' T h e same gentieman some t ime af ter 
packed together a set of oglers, as he called 
them, consisting of such as had an unlucky 
cast in their eyes. His divei-sion on this oc-
casion was to see the cross bows, mistaken 
signs, and wrong connivances, that passed 
amidst so many orokcn and refracted rays 
of sieht. 

' T h e third feast which this merry gen-
tleman exhibited was to the stammerers, 
whom he got toRpther in a suificient body 
to fill his table. H e had ordered one of his 
servants, who was placed behind a screen, 
to write clown their table-talk, which was 
very easy to be done without the help of 
short-hand. It appears bv the notes which 
were taken, tha t though their conversation 
never fell, there were not above twenty 
words spoken during the first course; tha t 
upon s e n i n g up the second, one of the 
company was a quarter of an hour in telling 
them tliat the ducklings and asparagus 
were very good; and that another took up 
the same t ime in declaring himself of the 
same opinion. T h i s jes t did not, however, 
go off so well as t he former ; for one of the 
guests being a brave man, and fuller of re-
sentment than he knew how to express, 
went out of the room, and sent t he facetious. 

* Vil ls r i , Duke e r B u c t i n g l i t c n . 
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inTitera challcnw in writing, which, though 
it was afterwards dropped by the interposi-
tion of friends, put a stop to these ludicrous 
entertainments. 

' Now, sir, I dare say you will agree with 
me, that as there is no moral in these jests, 
they ought to be discouraged, and looked 
upon rather as pieces of uniackincss than 
wit. However, as it is natural for one man 
to refine upon the thought of another; and 
impossible for any single person, how great 
soever his parts may be, to invent an art, 
and bring it to its utmost perfection; I shall 
here give you an account of an hunest 
pentleman of my acquaintance, who upon 
hearing the character of the wit above-
mentinned, has himself assumed it, and en-
deavoured to convert it to the b ^ e f i t of 
mankind. H e mvited half a dozen of his 
friends one d ^ to dinner, who were each of 
them famousforinserting several redundant 
phrases in their discourse, as " D ' y e hear 
me?—DVe see?—That is,—And so, a r . " 
Each of Ills guests making use of his par-
ticular elegance, appeared so ridiculous to 
his neighbour, that he could not but reflect 
upon himself as appearing equally ridi-
culous to the rest of the company. By this 
means, before they had sat long together, 
every one, talking with the greatest cir-
cumspection, and carefully avoiding his 
favourite expletive, the conversation was 
cleared of its redundancies, and had a 
greater quantity of sense, though less of 
sound in it. 

• T h e same well-meaning gentleman took 
occasion, at another time, to bring tc^ether 
such of his friends as were addicted t e a 
foolish habitual custom of swearing. In 
order to show them the absurdity of the 
practice, he had recourse to the invention 
above-mentioned, having placed an amanu-
ensis in a private part of the room. After 
the second bottle, when men open their 
minds without reserve, my honest friend 
began to take notice of the many sonorous 
but unnecessary words tliat had passed in 
his house since their sitting down at table, 
and how much good conversation they had 
lost by giving way to such superfluous 
phrases. " W l i a t a t a x , " says he, "would 
they have raised for the poor, had we put 
the laws in execution upon one another!" 
Every one of them took this gentle reproof 
in good part ; upon which he told them, 
that, knowing their conversation would have 
no secrets in it, he ordered it to be taken 
down in writing, and, for the humour-sake, 
would read it to them, if they pleased. 
Tliere were ten sheets cS it, which might 
have been reduced to two, had there not 
been those abominable interpulations I have 
before mention^. Upon tne reading of it 
in cold blood, it looked rather like a con-
ference of fiends than of men. In short, 
every one trembled at himself upon hear-
ing calmly what he had pronounced amidst 
the heat and inadvertency of discourse. 

*I shall only mention another occasion 

wherein he made use of the same invention 
to cure a different kind of men, who are the 
pests rf all polite conversation, and murder 
time as much as either of the two former, 
though they do it more innocently—I mean, 
that dull generation of story-tellers. My 
friend got together about half a dozen of his 
acquaintance, who were inf?cted with this 
strange malady. T h e first day one of them 
sitting down, entered upon the siege of 
Namur , which lasted till four o'clock, their 
time of parting. T h e second day a Nor th 
Briton took possession of the discourse, 
which it was impossuble to get out of his 
hands so long as the company stayed to-
gether. T h e third day was engrossed after 
the same manner by a story of the same 
length. They at last began to reflect upon 
this barbarous way of treating one another, 
and by this means awakened out of that 
lethargy with which each of them had been 
seized /or several years. 

«As you have somewhere declared, that 
extraordinary and uncommon characters of 
mankind are the game which you delight 
in, and as I look upon you to be Itie greatest 
sportsman, or, if you please, the Kimrod 
among this species ot writers, I thought 
this discovery would notbe unacceptable to 
you. I am, sir, &c.' I . 

No. 372.] Wednetday, May 7, : r i 2 . 
- P u d e t bttc o [ ^ o b r i a nobip 

E t d i d potuUce, t l non pocuiaae r«telJi. 
Oeii JUtui. rS9. 

T o bear « i i o i e D a l i n d e r . i t a c u r w ; 
B u t not 10 fiod a n answer i s s worse . D r y i n . 

' May 6,1712. 
' M B . SPECTATOR,—I am sexton of the 

parish of Covent-garden, and complained 
to you some time ago, that as I was tolling 
in to prayers at eleven in the morning, 
crowds of people of quality hastened to as-
semble at a puppet-show on the other side 
of the garden. I had at the same time a 
very great disestecm for Mr . Powell and 
his little thoughtless commonwealth, as if 
they had enticed the gentry into those wan-
de r ing : but let that be as it will, I am con-
vinced of the honest intentions of the said 
Mr. Powell and company, and send this to 
acquaint y;ou, that he fias given all the 
Profits which shall arise to-morrow night 
>y his play to the use of the poor charity-

cfiildren of this parish. I have been in-
formed, sir, that in Holland all persons 
who set up any show, or act any stage-play, 
be the actors either of wood and wire, or 
flesh and blood, are obliged to pay out of 
their gains such a proportion to tiie honest 
and industrious poor in the neighbourhood: 
by this means they make diveraon and 
pleasure pay a tax to labour and industrj". 
I have been told also, that all the time of 
Lent, in Roman-Catholic countries, the per-
sons of condition administer to the neces-
sities of the poor, and attend the beds of 
lazarsanddiseasedpersons. Our Protestant 
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ladies and gentlemen a r e so much to seek 
for proper ways of passing time, t ha t they 
are obhged to punchinello for knowing what 
to do with themselves. Since t h e case is so, 
I desire only you would ent rea t our people 
of quality, who a rc not to be in ter rupted in 
their pleasure, to think of the prac t ice of 
^ y moral duty, tha t t hey would a t least 
fine for the i r sins, and give soniethine to 
these poor chi ldren: a little o«t of tneir 
luxury and superfluity would atone, in 
some measure, for t h e wanton use of the 
rest of the i r fortunes. I t would not, me-
thinks, be amiss, if the ladies who haunt 
the cloisters and passages of the play-house 
were upon every offcnce obliged to pay to 
this excellent institution of schools of cha-
rity. T h i s method would m a k e offenders 
themselves do service t o t h e public. But in 
the mean t ime I desire you would publish 
this voluntary reparat ion which M r . Powel l 
does our par i sh , for t h e noise he has made 
in it b y t h e constant ra t t l ing of coaches, 
drums, t rumpets , t r iumphs , and battles. 
T h e destruction of T r o y , adorned with 
Highland dances, are to m a k e u p t h e en-
tertainment of all who a re so well disposed 
as not to f o A e a r a l ight enter ta inment , for 
no other reason but tha t it is to do a good 
action. I a m , sir, vour most humble ser-
vant, ' R A L P H B E L F R Y . 

' I am credibly informed, t ha t all t h e in-
sinuaticns which a cer tain wr i te r made 
against M r . Powell at t h e Bath, a re false 
and groundless. ' 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—My employment , 
which is t ha t of a b roker , feading m e often 
into taverns about the Exc l i a rge , has given 
m e occasion t o observe a certain enorniitv, 
wliich 1 shall h e r e submit to your animad-
veraion. In th ree or four of these taverns, I 
have at different t imes, taken notice of a 
precise set of people, wi th grave counte-
nances, shor t wigs, black clothes, or da rk 
camlet t r immed with b lack, and mourning 
gloves and hat-bands, who meet on ccrtain 
uays at each tavern successively, and keep 
a sort of moving club. Having often me t 
with the i r faces, and observed a certain 
slinking way in their dropping in one a f t e r 
another, I had t h s curiosity to inquire into 
their characters , being t h e ra ther moved to 
' t hy the i r agreeing m t h e singularity of 
their dress; and I find, upon due examina-
tion, they a re a knot of par ish clerks, who 
have taken a fancy to one another, and per-
haps settle t h e bills of mortali ty over the i r 
ha f-pints. I have so g rea t a value and 
Veneration fo r any w h o have but even an 
assenting A m e n in t h e service of religion, 
t^iat I am afraid lest these persons s h a d d 
incur some scandal by this pract ice; and 
Would there fore have them, without raii-

advised to send the Florence and pul-
lets home t o the i r own houses, and not 
pretend to live as well as the overseers of 
ine por)p_ J jjj^jj bumble 
servant, H U M P H R Y T R A N S F E R . ' 

' May 6. 
' M R . SPECTATOR,—I was last W e d -

nesday night at a tavern in the city, among 
a set (if men w h o call themselves " t h e l aw-
y e r s ' c l u b . " Y o u m u s t k n o w , s i r , t h i sc lub 
consists only of at torneys; and a t this mee t -
ing every one proposes t h e cause he has 
then in hand to the board, upon which each 
m e m b e r gives his judgment according to 
the exper ience h e has met with. If it hap-
pens tha t any one puts a case of which they 
have had no precedent , it is noted down by 
the i r c lerk . W i l l Goosequill (who registers 
all th<nr p r o c e e d i n g , ) tha t one of them may 
go the nex t day wi th it to a counsel. T h i s 
indeed is commendable, and ought to be t h e 
principal end of their meet ing; out had you 
been there to have heard t h e m relate t h e i r 
methods of managing a cause, their manner 
of drawing out the i r bills, and, in short , 
the i r a rguments upon t h e several ways 
of abusing the i r cUenW, wi th the applause 
t ha t is given to h im who has done it most 
ar t ful ly , you would before now have given 
your r e m a r k s on them. T h e y a r e so con-
scious t ha t the i r discourses ought to be 
k e p t a secret, t ha t they a re very cautious of 
admit t ing anv person who is not of the i r 
profession. W h e n any w h o a r e not of t h e 
law a re let in, the person w h o introduces 
h im s a v s h e i s a v e r y nonest gentleman, and 
he is t aken in, as the i r cant is, to pay costs. 
I a m admit ted upon the recommendation of 
one of the i r principals, as a very honest 
good-natured fellow, t ha t will never be in a 
plot, and only des i r e s todr ink his bottle and 
smoke his p ipe . You have formerly r e -
m a r k e d upon several sorts of clubsj and as 
t h e tendency of this is only to increase f raud 
and deceit , I hope you will please to t ake 
notice of it. I am, wi th respect , your h u m -
ble sei-vant, H . R . ' 

T . 

No. 373. ] Thurtday, May 8, 1712. 

F a n i t e n i m v i l m m i p e d e T i t t u l t s e l u r a b r « . 
Jm. S a l . 117.109. 

V i c e o f t i i bill i n T i n u e ' s ftir di«(ruise. 
A n d in l>er I n r r o n d f o r m e K a p e > i n q u i r i n g e j e s . 

MR. LOCKE, in his treatise of H u m a n 
UndefStanding, has spent two chap te r s 
u p o n t h e a b u s e o f words. T h e first and most 
palpable abuse of words, h e says, is when 
they Eire used without d e a r and distinct 
ideas; the second, when we a re so uncon-
stant and unsteady in the application of 
them, tha t we sometimes use them to signify 
one idea, sometimes another. H e adds, tha t 
the result of our contemplations and reason-
ings, while we have no precise ideas fixed 
to our words, must needs be very confuscd 
and absu rd T o avoid this inconvenience, 
more especially in moral discourses, where 
the same w o r j should be constantly used in 
the same sense, h e earnestly recommends 
the use of definitions. ' A definition,' says 
he. ' is the only way whereby the pre-
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cise meaning of moral words c m be known. ' 
H e therefore accnsrs those of grea t n e ^ i -
Sence w h o discourse nf moral things with 
t h e Iciist obscnrity in thp terms they make 
use of; since, upon t h e 'forcmcntioned 
ground, he does not scruple to say t ha t h e 
th inks ' morality is capable of demonstra-
tion as well as tlie mathemat ics . ' 

I know no two words t ha t liave been more 
abused b y t h e diffei-ent and wrong interpve-
tations which a rc p u t upon them, than those 
two, mr.desty and as-surance. 1 :. say such 
a one is a modest man, sometimes mdced 
passes for a good c h a r a c t e r ; but a t present 
is very often used to signify a sheepish, a w k -
ward fellow, who ha-s nei ther good breed-
ing, politeness, nor any knowledge of t h e 
world. 

Again, a man of assurance, though a t first 
i t only denoted a person of a f ree and open 
c-irriage, is now very usually appl ied to a 
profligate wrctcl i , w h o can b reak th rough 
all the rules of decency and morality wi th-
out a blush. 

I shall endeavour there fore in this essay to 
restore these words to t h e i r t rue meaning, 
to prevent t h e idea of modesty f rom being 
confounded with tha t of shcepishness, and 
to hinder impudence f rom passing for assur-
ance. 

If I was p u t to define modestv, I would 
call i t ' t h e reflection of an ingenious mind, 
ei ther when a man has commit ted an action 
fo r which h e censures himself, or fancies 
tha t he is exposed to the censure of o thers . ' 

F o r this reason a man truly modest is as 
much so when he is alone as in company, 
and as subject to a blush in his closet as 
when the eyes of mult i tudes are upon him. 
I do not r e m e m b e r to h a v e me t wi th any 
instance of modesty wi th which 1 am so well 
pleased as t ha t celebrated one of the young 
prince, whose fa ther being a t r ibutary k ing 
to the Romans, had s e v e r ^ complaints laid 
against h im before t h e senate, as a tv ran t 
and oppressor of his subjects. T h e pr ince 
went to R o m e to defend his f a the r ; but 
coming into thesena tc , and hearing a multi-
tude of cr imes proved upon h im, was so op-
pressed when it came to his tu rn to speak, 
tha t he was unable to u t te r a word. T h e storv 
tells us, t ha t t h e fa thers were more moved 
a t this instance of modesty and ingenuitv 
than they could have been b y the most pa -
thetic oration, and, in short,' pardoned t h e 
S'lilty fa ther , for this early promise of vir-
tue in the son. 

I t ake ' assurance to be the faculty of 
pns^ss ing a man ' s self, o r of saying and do-
ing indifferent things without any uneasiness 
or emotion in the mind . ' T h a t which ge-
nerally p v e s a man assurance i s a m o d e r a t e 
knowledge of the world, bnt above all, a 
mind fixed and determined in itself to do 
nothing against t h e rules of honour and de-
cency- An open and assured behaviour is 
the natural consequence of siich aresolution. 
A man thus armed, if his word< or actions 
a re at any t ime misrepresented, ret i res 

within himself, and from a consciousness of 
his own integrity, assumes foitic enough to 
despise the little censures of ignorance and 
malice. 

Eve ry one ought to cherish and encourage 
in himself the rnodesty and assurance I have 
h e r e mentioned. 

A man without assurance is liable to be 
made uneasy by t h e folly or ill-nature of 
every one h e converses with. A man with-
out modesty is lost to all sense of honour aiid 
virtue. 

I t is more than probable t ha t the pr incc 
above-mentioned possessed lx)th these Qua-
lifications in a very eminent degree. W i t h -
out assurance h e would never have under-
taken to speak before t h e most august 
assembly in t h e world; without modesty h e 
would have pleaded t h e cause h e had t aken 
upon him, though it had appea red ever so 
scandalous. 

F r o m what ha s been said, i t is plain t ha t 
modesty and assurance a r e botii amiable, 
and m a ^ ve ry well mee t in t h e same pe r -
son. W h e n they a re thus m i x e d and blend-
ed together, they compose what we endea-
vour to express when w e say ' a modest 
assurance; ' by which w e unders tand t h e 
jus t mean between bashfulness and impu-
dence. 

I shall conclude w t h observing, tha t as the 
same man may be bc th modest and assured, 
so it is also possible for t h e same to be both 
impudent and bashful . 

\ V e have f requent instances of this odd 
kind of mix ture in people of depraved 
minds, and mean education, who, though 
they a re not ab le to mee t a man ' s eyes, o r 
pronounce a sentence without confusion, can 
voluntarily commit the greatest villanies or 
most indeccnt actions. 

Such a pei-son seems to h a v e made a re -
solution to do iU even in spite of himself, 
and in defiance of all those checks and re-
s t r ^ n t s his t e m p e r and complexion seem 
to have laid in his way. 

XIpon the whole I would endeavour to es-
tablish this maxim, tha t the pract ice of vir-
tue is the most p rope r method to give a man 
a becoming assurance in h i s words and ac-
tions. Guilt a lways seeks to shelter itself 
in one of the ex t remes , and is sometimes at-
tended with both. X, 

No. 374.] Friday, May 9, 1712. 
Nil ac tum reputana si quid supere94«t agooclum. 

XkcA*, Lih. ii, 57. 
He reckon'd n o t tlie [«8t . whilf a u e h t rf^main'/l 
G r e a t to be done, or mighty to be f s i n ' d . Rgvs. 

THERE is a fault , which, though com-
mon, wants a name. I t is the very contrary 
to procrastination. A s we lose the present 
hour by delaying f rom day to day to exe-
cute wha t we ought to do immediately, so 
most of us t ake occasion to sit still and throw 
away t h e t ime iii our possession, by retro-
spect on what is passc( , imagining we have 
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already acqui t ted ourselves, and established 
™ r c h a r a c t e r s in t h e s ight of mankind . 
But when w e thus p u t a value upon our-
selves for w h a t w e h a v e a l ready done, any 
fa r the r t h a n to expla in ourselves in o r d e r to 
as.sist our f u t u r e conduct , t h a t will give u s 
an over-weening opinion of our mer i t , to t h e 
pre judice of our p resen t industry. T h e 
great rule , m e t h i n k s , should be, to m a n a g e 
t h e instant in w h i c h w e stand, wi th for t i -
tude, equanimi ty and moderat ion, according 
to men ' s respec t ive c i rcumstanccs . If our 
past actions r ep roach us , t h e y cannot b e 
atoned for b y o u r own severe reflections so 
effectually as by a contrai-y behaviour. If 
t hey a r e p ra i se -wor thy , t h e m e m o i y of 
them is of no use bu t to ac t suitably-to t f tem. 
T h u s a good p r e s e n t behaviour is an im-
plicit r e p e n t a n c e f o r any misca r r i age in 
w h a t is pas t ; bu t p r e s e n t s lackness will not 
m a k e u p for pas t activity. T i m e has swal-
lowed u p all t h a t we contemporar ies did 
yes te rday , a s i r revocably as it h a s t h e ac-
tions of t h e antediluvians. But we a r e again 
awake , and w h a t shall we do to-day—to-
day, which passes wh i l e w e a r e yet s p e a k -
ing? Sha l l we r e m e m b e r t h e fnlly of last 
night, or resolve upon t h e exerc ise of v i r tue 
to-morrow? L a s t n ight is cer ta inlv gone, 
and to-m.orrow m a y n e v e r arr ive . T h i s in-
stant m a k e use of. C a n vou oblige any m a n 
of honour and v i r tue? l ) o it immedia te ly . 
Can you visit a sick f r iend? W i l l it revive 
liim to see you enter , and suspend your own 
f ase and p leasu re to comfor t h is weakness , 
and h e a r t h e imper t inences of a w r c t c h in 
pain? D o not s tay t o t a k e coach, bu t b e 
gone; your mistress will b r ing sorrow, and 
your bot t le madness . G o t o ne i ther . Such 
vi r tues and diversions as these are ment ion-
ed t jecause they occur to all men. But every 
man is sufRciently convinced t h a t t o sus-
pend t h e use of t h e p resen t momen t , and 
resolve be t t e r for t h e f u t u r e only, is an un-
pardonable folly. W h a t I a t t e m p t e d to 
consider, w a s t l ie mischief of sett ing such a 
value upon w h a t is pas t , as to t h ink we have 
done enough. L e t a m a n h a v e filled all the 
offices of l i fe w i th t h e h ighes t dignity till 
yes te rday , and begin to l ive only to himself 
to-day, h e m u s t e x p e c t h e will, in t h e ef-
fects upon h i s reputa t ion , be considered as 
t h e m a n w h o died ycsteixlay. T h e man 
who dist inguishes himself f rom t h e rest , 
stands in a p ress of people : those before 
him in t e r cep t his p rogress ; and those be-
hind h im, if h e does not u r g e on, will t read 
him down. C e s a r , of w h o m it was said 
t ha t h e t hough t nothing done while the re 
^a-s left any th ing for h im to do, went on in 
Per forming t h e grea tes t exploi ts , wi thout 
assuming to himself a pr ivi lege of t ak ing 
j es t upon t h e foundation of t h e mer i t of his 
lo rmcr actions. I t was t h e m a n n e r of t ha t 
glorious cap ta in to w r i t e down w h a t scenes 
h e Had passc<l th rough , bu t it was r a t h e r to 
^^•^P his affairs iu me thod , and capab le of a 
clear review, in case they shcuUl be ex-
a.-nined by others , thaii t ha t h e bui l t a r e -

nown upon any th ing tha t w a s pas t . I shall 
p roduce t w o f r a g m e n t s of his, to demon-
s t ra te t ha t it w a s his rule of life to suppor t 
himself r a t h e r bv w h a t h e should pe r fo rm, 
than w h a t h e h a d done a l readv. In t h e t a -
ble t w h i c h h e wore about h i m , t h e same 

fear in w h i c h h e obtjuned t h e bat t le of 
harsa l ia , t h e r e w e r e found these loose 

notes of h is own c o n d u c t I t is supposed by 
t h e c i rcumstances they al luded to, t ha t t h e y 
migh t b e set down t h e evening of t h e same 
niglit. 

' M y p a r t is now bu t begun , and m y 
glory roust b e sustained by t h e use I m a k e 
if th i s v ic tory ; o therwise m y loss will b e 

x;y. O u r personal 
a s w e b c a r o u r r e -

g r e a t e r t han t h a t of Pom 
reputa t ion will r ise or fal 
spec t ive fortunes. Al l m y p r i v a t e enemies 
among t h e pr isoners shall be spared . 1 will 
fo rge t this, in o r d e r to obtain such ano the r 
dav . T r e b u t i u s is a s h a m e d to see m e : 1 
wil l go t o his t en t , and b e reconciled in 
pr iva te . G i v e all t h e m e n of honour , w h o 
t a k e p a r t w i th m e , t h e t e r m s 1 offered be-
fore t h e ba t t le . L e t t h e m owe th i s to t h e i r 
f r iends who h a v e b e e n long in m y interests . 
P o w e r is w e a k e n e d by t h e fu l l use of it, 
bu t ex t ended by modera t ion . Galb in ius 
is p roud , and will b e ser\ ile in his p r e s e n t 
fo r tune : le t him wait . Send for Stcr t inius: 
h e is modes t , and his v i r tue is wor th g-aiu-
ing. I have cooled m y h e a r t w i th ref lec-
tion, and am fit to rcjoice wi th t h e a r m y 
to-morrow. H e is a p o p u l a r genera l , who 
can expose h imsel f l ike a p r i v a t e m a n 
d u r i n g a ba t t l e ; bu t h e is m o r e popu la r 
w h o can rejoice bu t l ike a p r iva te m a n a f t e r 
a v ic to ry . ' 

W h a t is pa r t i cu la r ly p r o p e r for t h e e x -
ample of all w h o p re t end to indus tn- in t h e 
pursu i t of honour a n d v i r tue , is, t ha t th i s 
h e r o w a s m o r e than ordinar i ly solicitous 
about h i s reputa t ion , w h e n a common mind 
would have though t itself in secur i ty , and 
given itself a loose to jov and t r i umph . B u t 
t hough th i s is a verv grea t instance cf his 
t e m p e r , I m u s t confess I am m o r e t a k e n 
wi th his reflections w h e n h e r e t i r e d to his 
closet in some d i s tu rbance uj jon t h e r e p e a t -
ed ill omens of C a l p h u m i a ' s d r e a m , t h e 
n ight be fo re his dea th . T h e l i teral t r ans -
lation of t ha t f r a g m e n t shall conclndc th i s 
p a p e r . 

• Be i t so, then . If I am to die t o -mor row, 
t ha t is w h a t 1 a m to do to -mor row. I t wil l 
not b e t hen , because I a m willing it should • 
b e t h e n ; nor shall I escape it because I a m 
unwilling. I t is in t h e gods w h e n , bu t in 
myself how, 1 shall die. If C a l p h u m i a ' s 
d r e a m s a r e f u m e s of indigestion, how shal l 
I behold t h e day a f t e r to -morrow? If t h e y 
a r e f rom t h e gods, t h e i r admonit ion is not to 
p r e p a r e me to e scape f rom t h e i r decree , 
but to m e e t it. I h a v e l ived t o a fulness of 
davs and of g lory: w h a t is t h e r e t ha t C-Esar 
has not done wi th as m u c h honour as 
ancient heroes? C s s n r has not yet d ied! 
Cicsar is p r e p a r e d to d ie . ' 
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v i r tue , w h i c h a ^ T e s e i i t h e t h o u g h t fit t o 
k e e p p r iva te . I l i e innocent creatui-e, w h o 
n e v e r suspec ted h i s intent ions, w a s p l e a s e d 
w i t h h i s person ; and , h a v i n g observed h i s 
g r o w i n g p a s a o n f o r h e r , h o p e d by so a d -
v a n t a g e o u s a m a t c h she m i g h t quickly b e 
in a capac i ty of suppo r t i ng h e r i m p o v e r i s h -
ed re la t ions . O n e day, a s h e ca l led to see 
h e r , h e found h e r in t e a r s o v e r a l e t t e r s h e 
h a d j u s t received f r o m a f r i end , w h i c h g a v e 
an accoun t t h a t h e r f a t h e r h a d la te ly b e e n 
s t r i p p e d of e v e r y t h i n g b y an execut ion . 
T h e lover , w h o wi th some diff iculty f ound 
out t h e cause of h e r grief , took t h i s occasion 
to m a k e h e r a proposal . I t is imposs ib le t o 
e x p r e s s A m a n d a ' s c o n f u s i o n w h e n she found 
h i s p r e t e n a n n s w e r e not honourab le . S h e 
w a s now d e s e r t e d of al l h e r h o p e s , and h a d 
n o p o w e r to s p e a k , but , r u s h i n g f r o m h i m 
in t n c u tmos t d i s tu rbance , l o c k e d herse l f 
u p In h e r c h a m b e r . H e i m m e d i a t e l y d e s -
j a t ched a m e s s e n g e r t o h e r f a t h e r w i th t h e 
olio w ing U t t e r : 

' S I R , — 1 h a v e h e a r d of y o u r mis for tunes , 
and h a v e of fered y o u r d a u g h t e r , if she wi l l 
l ive w i th m e , t o se t t l e on h e r f o u r h u n d r e d 
jounds a yea r , a n d to lav d o w n t h e s u m 
or w h i c h you a r e now d is t ressed . I w i l l 

b e so ingenuous as to tel l y o u t h a t I do no t 
in tend m a r r i a g e ; b u t if you a r e wise , y o u 
will use you r au tho r i t y w i th h e r no t t o b e 
too n i ce , 'when s h e h a s an o p p o r t u n i t v of 
s av ing you and you r fami ly , a n d of m a k i n g 
herse l f h a p p y . I a m , & c . ' 

T h i s l e t t e r c a m e to t h e h a n d s of A m a n -
d a ' s m o t h e r . S h e o p e n e d and read it w i th 
g r e a t s u r p i i s e a n d concern . S h e d id no t 
t h i n k it p r o p e r t o exp l a in he r se l f to t h e 
messenge r , bu t , des i r ing h i m to call aga in 
t h e n e x t morn ing , s h e w r o t e t o h e r d a u g h -
t e r as fol lows: 

'DF.AEEST CHILD,—Your f a t h e r a n d I 
h a v e j u s t r ece ived a l e t t e r f r o m a gen t le -
m a n w h o p r e t e n d s love to you , wi th a p r o -
posal t h a t insul ts ou r mis for tunes , a n d 

_ _ _ wou ld t h r o w u s t o a l o w e r d e g r e e of m i se ry 
n o r e x p e c r h i n i r a n d s u r p r i s e d h ^ ^ any t h i n g w h i c h is c o m e upon us. 
w h i c h s h e e n d e a v o u r e d to conceal , a n d al- H o w could th is b a r b a r o u s m a n t h ink t h a t 
v a v s p u t on an a i r of c h e e r f u l n e s s t o re-1 t h e t ende re s t of p a r e n t s wou ld b e t e m p e d 
ce ive h i m . T o lessen t h e i r e x p e n s e , t h e i r ^ t o s u p p l y t h e i r w a n t s b y g iv ing uj) t h e b e s t 
e ldes t d a u g h t e r , ( w h o m 1 shall ca l l A m a n - of c h i l d r e n to i n f a m y a n d rum> I t is a m e a n 
d a ) was sent into t h e c o u n t r v , t o t h e house a n d c r u e l a r t i f ice to m a k e t h i s proposa l a t 
of an h o n e s t f a r m e r , w h o f i ad m a r r i e d a a t i m e w h e n h e t h i n k s our necess i t ies m u s t 
s e rvan t of t h e fami ly . T h i s young w o m a n c o m p e l u s t o a n y t h i n g ; b u t w e will not e a t 
was a p p r e h e n s i v e of t h e n n n w h i c h w a s | t h e b r e a d of s h a m e ; a n d t h e r e t o r e w e 
a p p r o a c h i n g , and h a d p r iva t e ly e n g a g e d a | c h a r g e t h e e no t t o t h i n k of us, b y ' ' vn,^ 
f r i e n d in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d to g ive h e r an t h e sna re w h i c h i s laid t o r t h y vi 
account of w h a t passed f r o m t i m e to t ime 
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Niin]M9siflMilem miilia vocaveri« 

hpqtnm* rectius oc^iipat 
hr-aii, q'li rfeinini 

Miinerihut Mpienlet uU, 
Durainii ie call el paiiperipm pa If. 
P«Jii9<iue tetho f laei t iut i i t imet . 

Har. Od. in. Lib. 4. « . 
W e barbato-nly call lliem biMI, 

W>M are of larpresl t f i e m e n l a p « s » ' I . 
WHile sweHins coffer" hreak Iheir owner 's rert. 

Miire xr j ly ti«ppy inoae who can 
RoTprn ttiai little empire in»ii; 

W h n spend their treaiuce freely, »-•< ' twaa glT'o 
B r Che l a r ^ hnun l / of indul fcn t beav 'n 
Who in a (li'il unal teraWe s ta te . 

Smile a t the ct'>ahtrjl tide of Fa t« . 
And srorn alike I r r fr iendship and her ba te ; 
Whr» poi3'>n less than falsehnrid tear, 
Loth to purchaM life so dear. Siijaesr. 

I HAVE m o r e than once h a d occasion to 
rnention a noble saying of S c n e c a t h e p h i l o -
s o p h e r , t h a t a v i r tuous pe r son s t rugg l ing 
w i t h mi s fo r t unes , and rising above t h e m , 
i s an object on w h i c h t h e g ^ s t h e m s e l v e s 
m a y look d o w n with d e l i g h t I shal l t h e r e -
fo re set b e f o r e m y r e a d e r a scene of th is 
k i n d of d i s t ress in p r i v a t e l i fe , f o r t h e specu-
lation of t h i s day . 

A n e m i n e n t c i t izen , w h o h a d l i ved in 
g o ^ fash ion a n d c red i t , w a s , by a t r ^ n of 
acc iden t s , a n d by an unavo idab l e p e r p l e x i t y 
in his affairs , r e d u c e d t o a low condit ion. 
T h e r e is a modes ty usua l ly a t t end ing fau l t -
l e s s p o v e r t y , w h i c h m a d e h i m r a t h e r 
choose to r e d u c e h i s m a n n e r of l iving to 
h i s p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h a n solicit h i s 
f r i e n d s in o r d e r t o s u p p o r t t h e s h o w of an 
e s t a t e w h e n t h e subs t ance w a s gone. H i s 
w i f e , w h o w a s a w o m a n of sense a n d vir tue , 
b e h a v e d h e r s e l f on t h i s occasion wi th u n -
c o m m o n decency , a n d n e v e r a p p e a r e d so 
a m i a b l e in h i s eves a s n o w . In s t ead of u p -
b r a i d i n g h i m w i t h t h e a m p l e f o r t u n e she 
h a d b r o u g h t , o r t h e m a n v ^ a t of fers s h e 
h a d r e f u s e d f o r h i s sake," she r e d o u b l e d al l 
t h e ins tances of h e r af fect ion, w h i l e h e r 
h u s b a n d w a s cont inual ly pou r ing ou t h i s 
h e a r t to h e r in compla in t s t h a t h e h a d ru in -
e d t l ie b e s t w o m a n jn t h e wor ld . H e s o m e -
t i m e s c a m e h o m e a t a t i m e w h e n s h e did 

in i ie r f a t h e r ' s affairs. A m a n d a w a s in t h e 
blcrfira of h e r you th a n d beau ty , w h e n t h e 
l o r d of t h e m a n o r , w h o o f t en ca l led in at 
t h e f a r m e r ' s h o u s e a s h e fol lowed his coun-
t r y spor t s , fe l l pass ionate ly in love wi th 
h e r . H e w a s a m a n of g r e a t generos i ty , 
b u t f r o m a loose educa t ion , h a d c o n t r a c t e d 
a h e a r t y avers ion to m a r r i a g e . H e t h e r e -
fo re e n t e i t a i n e d a dss ign u p j n A m a n d a ' s 

b u t t o avoid 
i r tue. B e -

w a r e of p i ty ing u s : it i s not so b a d as yoii 
p e r h a p s h a v e b e e n told. A l l t h i n g s will 
y e t b e wel l , a n d 1 shall w r i t e m y chi ld b e t -
t e r news. , 

' I h a v e been i n t c m i p t e d : 1 Know no t 
h o w 1 w a s m o v e d to say th ings would m e n d . 
A s I w a s going on, I w a s s ta r t led by t h e 
nfMse of one t h a t k n o c k e d a t t h e door, a n d 
h a t h b r o u g h t u s a n u n e x p e c t e d s t ipplv of a 
d e b t w W c h h a s long b e e n owing. O h ! 1 

Ayuntamiento de Madrid



will now tell thee all. I t is some day s I have 
lived almost without suppor t , having con-
voyed w h a t little money I could raise to 
your poor father . T h o u wil t weep t o t h i n k 
where h e is, yet be assured he will soon be 
at liberty. T h a t cruel le t ter would have 
broke his hear t , but I have concealed it 
from him. 1 have no companirm at p resen t 
besides little Fanny, who stands watching 
my locjcs as I write, and is crying fo r h e r 
sister. S h e s a p she is sure you a re not 
well, having discovered t ha t my presen t 
trouble is about you, But do not t h ink I 
would thus repea t ray sorrows to grieve 
thee. N o ; it is to ent rea t thee not to m a k e 
them insupportable, by adding w h a t would 
be worse than alL L e t us bear cheerful ly 
an affliction which we h a v e not brought on 
ourselves, and remember there is a power 
•who can be t t e r deliver us out of it than by 
the loss of t h y innocence. Heaven preserve 
my dear chi ld! thy affectionate mother . 

T h e messenger , notwithstandinc h e pro-
mised to deliver this l e t t e r to A m a n d a , 
carried it f irst to his mas te r , w h o h e ima-
gined would be ^ lad to have a n oppor-
tunity of giving it into h e r hands himself. 
His mas te r was impatient to know the suc-
cess of his proposal , and therefore broke 
open the le t ter privately to see the contents. 
H e was not a little moved at so t rue a pic-
ture of vir tue in distress; but at t h e same 
t ime was infinitelv surpr ised to find his 
offers re jected. However , he resolvednot 
to suppress the letter, but careful ly sealed 
it up again, and carr ied it to Amanda . All 
his endeavours to see h e r were in vain till 
she was assured he brought a l e t t e r f rom 
h e r mother . H e would not p a r t wi th it 
but upon condition t ha t she would read it 
without leaving t h e room. Wii i le she was 
penising it, h e fixed his eyes on h e r face 
with the deepest attention. H e r concern 
gave a new softness to h e r beauty, and, 
when she burs t into tears , he could no 
longer refi-ain from bearing a p a r t in her 
sorrow, and telling h e r , tha t h e too had 
read the le t te r , and was resolved to m a k e 
reparation for having been the occaaon of 
it. M y reader will not b e displeased to see 
the second epistle which h e now wrote to 
Amanda ' s mother . 

* MAP AM,—-I am ful l of shame, and will 
never forgive mvself if 1 have not your 

fiardon for wha t I lately wrote. I t w i s far 
•^in my intention to add trouble to the af-

flicted; nor could any thing but m y being a 
stranger to you have betrayed m e into a 
fault, for which, if I live, I shall endeavour 
to make you amends, as a son. Y w can-
not be unhappy while Amanda is your 
daughter ; nor shall be, if any th ing can 
P'-event i t which is in t h e power of, ma-
dam, your most obedient humble servant, I ' 

T h i s le t ter h e sent by his s teward, and 

soon a f t e r went up to town himself to com-
plete the generous act he had now resolved 
on. By his f r iendship and assistance A m a n -
da ' s fa ther was quickly in a condition of 
retr ieving his perp lexed affairs. T o con-
clude, h e marr ied Amanda , and enjoyed t h e 
double satisfaction of having restored a wor -
thy family to the i r former prosperi ty , and 
of making himself happy by an alliance to 
the i r virtues. 

No. 376.] Monday, May l%X7i.% 
Pavone ex P y t h a ( ^ r e o . Pert. Sa l . Ti. 11. 

F r o m t h e Pyt i»»p) tean peacock. 

'MN, SPECTATOR,—Ihave observed tha t 
the officer you some t ime ago appointed, as 
inspector of signs, ha s not done his duty so 
well as to give you an account of very m a n y 
strange occurrenccs in the public s t reets , 
w h i c h a re wor thy of, but have escaped, 

Eournotice. A m o n g a l l t h e o d d n e s s e s w h i c h 
have ever met with, tha t which I a m now 

telling you M v e me most de l igh t You 
mus t nave observed tha t all t h e criers in 
t h e street a t t r ac t the attention of the pas-
sengers, and of the inhabitants in the seve-
ral par t s , by something v e ^ par t icular in 
the i r tone itself, in the dweliing upon a note, 
or else making themselves wholly unintel-
ligible by a scream. T h e person I am so 
delighted wi th has nothing to sell, but ve ry 
gravely receives the bounty of t h e people , 
for no o ther mer i t but the homage they p a y 
to his manner of s imifying to them tha t h e 
wants a subsidy. You must sure have h e a i ^ 
speak of an olS man who w a l k s about t h e 
city, and tha t p a r t of the suburbs which 
lies beyond t h e T o w e r , per forming t h e 
office of a day-watchman, followed by a 
goose, which bea r s the bob of his di t ty, 
and confirms w h a t he says with a Quack , 
quack. I gave little heed to t h e mention 
of th i s known circumstance, till, being the 
o ther day in those quar ters , I passed l>y a 
decrepi t old fellow wi th a pole in his liand, 
who just then was bawling out, • Half an 
hour a f t e r one o 'c lock! ' and immediately 
a i r t y goose behind made h e r response, 
' Q u a c k , q u a c k . ' I could not forbear a t -
tending this g j a v e procession for the length 
of half a street , with no small amazement 
to find the whole place so familiarly ac-
quainted with a melancholy mid-night voice 
at noon-day, giving them the hour , and e x -
hort ing them of the depar tu re of time, wi th 
a bounce at their doors. W h i l e I was ful l 
of this novelty, I went into a fr iend's house, 
and told him now I was diverted with the i r 
whimsical monitor and his equipage. M y 
fr iend gave me the historj ' ; and in te r rupted 
mv commendation of the man, by telling m e 
the livelihood of these two animals is p u r -
chased r a the r by the good par t s of the goose 
than of the l eader ; for it seems the pe r ipa -
te t ic who walked before h e r was a wa tch -
man in tha t neighbourhood; and the goose, of 
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herself, by frequent hearing his tone, out 
of her natural vigilance, not only observed, 
but answered it very regularly from time to 
time. T h e watchman was so affected with 
it, that he bought her , and has taken her in 
)artner, only a)tering their hours.of duty 
rom night to day. T h e town has come 

into it, and they live very comfortably. 
This is the matter of fact. Now I desire 
you, who are a profound philosopher, to 
consider this alliance of instinct and rea-
son. Your speculation may turn very na-
turally upon the force the superior part of 
mankind may have upon the spirits of such 
as, like this watchman, may be very near 
the standard of geese. A n J you may add 
to this practical observation, how in all 
ages and times, the world has been carried 
away by odd unaccountable things, which 
one would think would pass upon no crea-
ture which had reason; and, under the 
symbol of this goose you may enter into the 
rnantier and methorf of leading creatures 
with their eyes open through thick and 
thin, for they know not what, they know 
not why. 

* All ' which is humbly submitted to your 
suectatorial wisdom, bvsir , your most hum-
ble servant, M I C H A E L G A N D E R . ' 

' M R . SPECTATOR,—I have for several 
years had under my care the government 
and education of young ladies, which trust 
I have endeavoured to d i s c h a r ^ with due 
regard to their several capacities and for-
tunes. I have left nothing undone to im-
print in every one of them an humble, 
courteous mind, accompanied with a grace-
ful becoming mien, and have made them 
pretty much acquainted with the household 
part of family affidrs; but still I find there 
is something verv much wanting in the air 
of my ladies, different from what I have 
observed iiv those who are esteemed your 
fine-tired women. Now, sir, I must own to 
you, I never suffered my girls to learn to 
tlonce; but since I have read your discourse 
of dancing, where you have described the 
beauty and spirit there is in regular motion, 
I own myself your convert, and resolve for 
the future to give my young ladies that ac-
complishment, But, 'upon imparting my 
design to their parents, I have been made 
very uneasy for some time, because several 
of them have declared, that if I did not 
make use of the master they recommended, 
they would take away their children. There 
•was colonel Jumper s lady, a colonel of the 
train-hands, that has a great interest in her 
parish, she recommends Mr. Tro t t for the 
prettiest master in town; that no man 
teaches a jig like him; that she has seen 
him rise six or seven capers together with 
the greatest ease imaginable; and that his 
scholars twist themswves more ways than 
the scholars of anv master in town: besides, 
there is Madam Prim, an alderman's lady, 
recommends a master of their own name, 
but she declares he is not of their family; 

No. 377.] Tuesday, MaylZ, 17:2. 
Quidqa i«q t i e • i i ^ i , n u n q u a m hnrnini Ratia 
Caut i im«ft t ID boras . Her, L i b . 3. Od. z i i t . 13. 
W h a t each should fly, is s«Mom k n o w n ; 
W e , UBproTid«j. are undone . Cr t t tk . 

LOVE was the mother of poetry, and still 
sroduces, among the most ignorant and bar-
jarous, a thousand imarinary distresses and 

poetical complaints. I t m ^ e s a footman 
talk like Oroondates, and converts a brutal 
rustic into a gentie swain. T h e mcst ordi-
nary plebeian or mechanic in love, bleeds 
and pines away with a certain e lc^nce and 
tenderness of sentiments which this passion 
naturally inspires. 

These inwaixl languishings of a mind in-
fected with this softness have given birth to 
a phrase which is made use of by all the 
melting tribe, from the highest to the lowest 
—I mean that of 'dying for love-' 

Romances, which owe their very being to 
this passion, are full of these metaphorical 
deaths. Heroes and heroines, knights, 
squires, and damsels, are all of them in a 
dying ccndition. T h e r e is the same kind 
o^ mortality in our modem tragedies, where 
every one gasps, faints, bleeds, and dies. 
Many of the poets, to describe the execu-
tion which is done by this passion, repre-
sent the fair-sex as basilisks, that destroy 
with their eyes; but I think Mr. Cowley 
has, with great justness of thought, com-
pared a beautiful woman to a porcupine, 
that sends an arrow from every part. 

I have often thought that there is no way 
so effectual for the cure of this general in-
firmity, as a man's reflecting upon the mo-
tives that produce it. W h e n the passion 
proceeds from the sense of any virtue or 
perfection in the person beloved, I would 
by no means dlscouraw it; but if a man 
considers that all his heavy compl^nts of 
wounds and death arise from some little 

vet a very extraordinary man in his way; 
for, besides avery soft £ur he has in dancing, 
he gives them a particular behaviour at 
a tea-table, and in presenting their sniiff-
box; teaches to twirl, slip, or flirt a fan, 
and how to place patches to the best ad-
vantage, either for fat or lean, long or oval 
faces; for my lady says there is more in 
these things than tJie world imagines. But 
I must confess, the major part of those I 
am concerned with leave i t to me. I desire, 
therefore, according to the enclosed direc-
tion, you would send your correspondent, 
who lias writ to you on that subject, to my 
house. If proper application this way can 
give innocence new charms, and make vir-
tue legible in the countenance, I shall spare 
no charge to make my scholars, in tiieir 
very features and limbs, bear witness how 
careful I have been in the other parts of I 
their education. I am, sir, your most hum- | 
ble servant, 

' R A C H E L W A T C H F U L . ' 
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affectations of coquetry, which are im-
proved into charms hy liis own fond ima-
jpnation, the very laying befnre himself the 
cause nf his distpmpi-r may be sufficient to 
effect the cure of it. 

It is in this view that I have looked over 
the several bi iTi i l les of letters which I have 
received from dvins people, and composed 
out of them the"foil')wing bill of mortality, 
"Which I shall lay before my reader without 
any farther preface, as hoping; that it may 
be useful to him in discovering those several 

filaces where there is most d a n ^ r , and those 
ital arts which are made use of to destroy 

the heedless and unwary. 
Lysander, slain at a puppet-show on the 

third of September. 
Thvrsis, shot from a casement in Picca-

dillv." 
T . S. wounded by Zelinda's scarlet stock-

b e , as she was stepping out of a coach. 
Will Simple, smitten at the opera by the 

glance of an eye that was aimed at one who 
stood by him. 

Tho. Vainlove, lost his life at a ball. 
Tim- Tatt ie, killed by the tap of a fan 

on his left shoulder, by Coniietilla, as he 
was talking carelessly with her in a bow-
window. 

Sir Simon Softly, murdered at the play-
house in Dniry-lane by a frown. 

Philander, mortally wounded by Cleora, 
as she was adiusting her tucker. 

Ralph Gapley, esq. hit by a random-shot 
£it the ring. 

F. R. caught his death upon the water, 
April the 1st. 

W. W , kllleil bv an xmknown hand, that 
Was playing with the glove off upon the side 
of t)>e front-box in Dniry-lane. 

Sir Christopher Crazy, ban . hurt by the 
fanish of a wha\e-bone petticoat 

Sylvius, shot through the sticks of a fan 
at St. James's church. 

Damon, struck through the heart by a 
diamond necklace. 

Thomas Tmstv , Francis Goosequill, 
William Meanwell, Edward Callow. esqrs. 
landing in a row, fell all four at the same 
time, by an ogle of the widow Trapland. 

Tom Rattle, chancing to tread upon a 
l.idy's tail as h e carae out of the play-house, 
she turned full upon him, and Isud him dead 
•̂ rwn the spot. 

n ick Taitewell, slain bv a blush from the 
lueen's box in the third act of the T r ip to 
the Jubilee. 

Samuel Felt, haberdasher, wounded in 
Ws walks to Islington, by Mrs. Susanna 
'-ross-stitch, as she was clambering over a 
s t i l e . 
, K. F., T . W . , S. I., M. P. &c. put to 

in the last birth-day massacre, 
"og r r Blinko, cut (iff in the twenty-first 

y ^ J of his age by a white-wash. 
Musidonis, slain bv an arrow that flew 

dimple in Belinda's left cheek. 
, ^'iCourtly, presentingFlavia with her 

VoT she had dropped on purpose) 

she received it, and took away his life with 
a cout^esv. 

John Gosselin, having received a slight 
hint from a pair of blue eyes, as he was 
making his escape, was despatched by a 
smile. 

Strephon, killed by Clarinda as she looked 
down into the pit. 

Charles Careless, shot flying by a gii-1 of 
fifteen, who imexpeetedly ^ p p e d her head 
upon him out of a coach. 

Josiah Wither , aged three score and 
three, sent to his long home by Elizabeth 
Jet well, spinster. 

Jack Freelove murdered by Melissa in 
her hair. 

William Wiseacre, gent, drowned in a 
flood of teal's by Moll Common. 

John Pieadweil, esq. of the Middle Tem-
ple, barrister at law, assassinated in his 
chambers the 6th instant, bv Kitty Slv, who 
pretended to come to him for his advice. 

No. 378.] Wednesday, May 14, 1712. 
Agsr«dere, O n a ^ o a t iiderit j am TPmpua bonorM. 

yirg.Ecl. i y . « . 

Mftture ia years, to teady bonouia move.—Drg^n, 

I WILL make no apologv for entertain-
ing the i-eader with the following poem, 
which is written by a great genhis, a friend 
of mine* in the country, who is not asham-
ed to employ his wit in the praise of his 
Maker. 

M E S S I A H : 
A SACRED ECLOGt.'E. 

Composed ofsev-eral pa»sa |cs of l ea iab (he PioplKt. 

Written i n fmtaiUn ^ f^rgtCt Pollia. 

Y r nvmpTinnf ?o lyma! hrfir i ijif son* : 
T o heav'nlv th^cni'x ButiliiTier strain^ helonc. 
Th^ mossy fouiitaina, and the sylvan shades, 
The ilrt>ama of Findiis. and Ih* Aonian msida, 
IVIifihl nn morp.—O Thou my voice 
W h o louch'd I«aiah'ii hallow'.i Iipe wi lh flrel 

i fapi in to future limes, the harrl bej-iin, 
A virgin shall conceive, a vireiTi hear a son! 
From JeMe'B rool beboW a branch a r i * , Isa. i i . J. 
Wlii>5e sacrni flower wi lh fraernnce fills ihe sk ies : 
Til' a-thereal Sniril o'er i ts leavM shall movt. 
And on its lop descends Ih^ mystic doTe. 
Ye heave US I from hieh t b ' d » w y ner la r pour. i l v . ? . 
And in son s i k n r e shed tt»e kindly shower! 
The lick and weaK Ihe iH-alinspl.int shall aid, J i v i 
From s iorms a ilielipr. «nd from Iredi a shade. 
All crimes shall cea"e. anri ancient f raud shall f i i l ; 
Ro turn in t j i i s i i ce lifl a lof l her scale: i i . j . 
Pfuce o'er Ihe world hpr olive wand e i t s n d . 
And kvhil^-rob'd Innocence fi-om heav'n doscend. 
Swif t flv the veara, aart r lw ih" o j i^c icd m o r a ! 
Oh sprlne to l i iht , auspicioiiii Babs, he horn! iizv. 2. 
So» Nature habits lifr eariiesl wreaths lo h r in f . 
W i t h nU 1|,|> incense of the hnealhing spr ing: 

lofty Lsbsnon his head advance, 
^ e nodding fhrests nin the mour ta i r i s danco . 
See spicy clouds from lowly Aharon rise. 
And CarmPia flowery top pi'rfiimes ihe skies t 
Hark! a elad voio^ rhe lonely desert clleera: xi. 3, 4. 
Prppaif the w ^ y ! a God, a God appears; 
A God ! a O0.I! Ihe vocal hil!s reply. 
The rocks proclaim ih* npproachinf Deity. 
L o ear th rweives him from tha br-ndine sKiei! 
•Sink down, ye inouniaine; and ye valleys rise! 

• Pope. See i fo. 334. 
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W i t k h o ^ i s Berlin'it , ye ceilara, h o m a g e p o y ; 
Be smooth, je r<»tk8: ye r ap id floods, pive w»yl 
T h e S a v i o u r t o m t s ! hy j n c i c m barrts f o r e t o l d ! 
H e a t b i in . t e d e a f ; a n d a l l ye l i t i i i i l . lK ln Id ! h a . i l i i . 18. 
H e f r o m i h i c l t (lim« shal l p i i r se l iHv in i i a l r a y , x i i v . 5 . 6 . 
Anrl on Ili« sii i l i lUM ryo- ' i a l l pour t h e d a y . 
' T i ( He Ih- obstnicled p a t l w n j sminil «hall « l ea t . 
A n d bid n e w m u F k c h n r m t h ' i inrold ing ear; 
T h e d u m b sh.ill s i n s , thn l a m e hie c ru t ch forego, 
A n d l eap ex . i l t i r ie I l k ' i h e tKi i ind in j roe: 
;?o«ich. n o i t ' i n n u r . t h ' wi i le wor ld shall b e a r . 
F r o m ev-pty ftce lie wipf-a o f T e r e r y t e a r . x*T. 8. 
I n a i l a m a n i i n e rlulns shall d e a l h he bound . 
A n d hPllserim t j r a n l I f r i e r n a l w o u n d . »l. 11. 
A s ihe «h»'ptimt i rndB h i s fleecy c a r e . 
Sc^ks f r w h e s i pa^rtirres a n d Ih^ purest a i r , 
F i p l o r e s c h r losT^ t h e n a n ^ i e r i n e alicep d i rec t s , 
By day o ' e r sees them, . m d hy nif^hl p ro iec ta . 
T h r t e n d o t l a m h lio raiws i n h i t a rm>. 

f r o m hifl l i and , a n d in h i s bosom w a r m s ; 
M a o k i s i l siiall t h u s hi^ e t i a r i l i a n ca re m g a ^ e . 
T h e p i o m i s ' d f a t l i ' r of t lm f u t u r e aite. ix . C. 

m o r e sha l l iiaiion a e a i n s i n a t i o n r i se , i i . 4. 
NOT a r d e n t w a r r r o r s mee t w i t h h a t e f u l eyes . 
N o r fleMs w i t h e l e a m i n i ; s teel be cover 'd o ' e r . 
T h e b r a z e n t n j m f v i t s k i n d l e r a ^ DO m o r e ; 
B u t useloBs lanco« i n t o s c y t he s Rhal! bend . 
A n d t h e binai l f l t k h i n n in s p l o u f h - ' h a r e e n d . 
T h e n p a l a c e s s h a l l t i s e ; t b ^ j o y f u l s o n I X T . 3 1 , ^ 
P h a l l finish w h a t tJie shor t - l iv ' i l s i re b e s n n ; 
T h e i r v i n e s a s h a d o w t o t b e i r r ace ^tiall yield. 
A n d t h r s a m e Itaml t h a t s o n ' d sha l l r e a p t tK Held. 
Thi? s w n i a i n b a r r e a deve r t s w i t h su rp r i se x x x v , ]. 7, 
S w a mif.fi ep i i i t r . And fiudiJ**Ti ve rdu re r i se . 
A n d s t a r t s a m i d s t t h e r h i r s t y wUda t o b e a r 
\ e w f^ l l s o f < v a L ^ r m u r m u r i n e in 
O n r in ivl r r v k * . l b " drat!>m'a l a t e a b n d r s . 
Thi^ r r c f n reed t r embles , a n d t h e imlriisti i>nd«. 
W a s t i ! s n n d y v a l k y s . o n c e putplex' i l v i t b t h o r n , a l l . 19, 
T l K Rpiry f u r a n d sh.ipi ' ly hox a d n m : [ 4 l». 13. 
TTie l ea f l r s s »hri ihsth* ' f ^ w e r i n e pa lms aaccp«d. 
A n d od ' ro i i s m y r t l e t o t h e n o i s o m e w e e d . 
TbQ I a m b s w i t h wolves sha l l e r a c e t h e v e r d a n t m e a d . i l . 
A n d liovs i n t lowpiy b a n d s t lw t i j e r l e a d ; [«, J, a 
T h e tU^T a n d l ion n t o n - c r i b shal l m e e t . 
A n d harmlnsK serp^nM lick tlie inlBTini's f e e t ; 
' l l i e s m i l i n r i n f a n t i n t i is b u n d si'.tll t a k e 
T n e ciest-xl basi l isk a n d soeckled s n a k e — 
Pleas 'd Ihe B r w n lus t re o f t h e eca l t s su rvey , [pCay. 
A n d w i t h t h e i r Itirked t o n g u e , ami p o i n t l e s s s t i n g sha l l 
R i se , c m w n ' d w i t h l i f h i , i m p e r i a l Sa lem, r i s e t Ix. I . 
B i a l t (hy t o i r e r y l i e a d , u n d l i f t t h y e y e s ! 
B«« a long r a c e i h y s p a c l o i t ^ c o u i u adorn I Ix. 4. 
See f u t u r e s o n s a n d d a u e h l e r : y e t u n b o r n 
I n c r o w d i o ; r a n k s on e v e r y aide a r i se , 
D e m a n d i n ; li(». i i i i j a t i e n t for t h e sXi r s I 
See ba rb ' roua n a t i o n s a t c b y g a t r a t t e n d , Ix. 3. 
W a l k in t b v l igl i i . a n d in t h y t e m p l e b e n d ! 
See, t h y br ic l i t a l l » i » t h r o n u ' d w i t h p r o s t r a t e k i O f s , 
A n l l c . ' a p ' J w i t h p roduc t s o f 8 a b e a n r p r i u g s ! Ix. fi. 
F o r thoe I d u m e ' s spiry fo re s t s b low, Ix. 
Ani l s e e d s o f ^ I d in O p h i r ' s m o u n t a i n s g l n w . 
Bee b e a v e n i t s sp.-irkUnic p o r t a l s w i d e d i sp l ay , 
A a d b r e a k u p o n tbee w i t h a flood of d a y I 
N o m o r e t h e r i s i u r sun sha l l g i ld t h e m o m , Ix -15 , 20. 
N o t e v e n i n g C y n t h i a III h e r s i lver h o r n , Ii. 6. 
B u e l o g t . d i s s o l v ' d i n t h y s u p e r i o r m y s . 
O n e t ide o f g lo ry , o n e u n c l o u d e d b laze . 
O-e rSow t h y c o o n c t h e L i g h t H i n i w l f shal l s h i n o 
R e v e a i ' d , a n d God ' s e t e r n a l d a y be t h i n e ! 
T h e s ea s s h a l l w a s t e , t h e sk i e s in s m o k e d e c a y , Ii. 6, & 
R o c k s f a l l t o J u s t , a n d m o i m i a i n s m e l t a n a y ; [Ivi. 10. 
B u t J t j ' d H i s w o r d . H i s s a v i n g p o w e r r e m a i n a ; 
T b y r e a l m f o r e v e r l a s t s , t h y o w n Mess iah r e i i n s . 

T, 

N a 37?.] Tkiirsday, May IS, 1712. 
Scire t n u m o i l i i l e s t 

Sci 

i t e sc i re hoc sc ia t a l t e r . 
Pm. S a t . i . 27. 

iB n o t science t i l l r e v e a l ' d . — l y r ^ d n . 

I HAVK often wondered at that ill-natured 
position which has been sometimes main-
tained in tlie schools, and is comprised 
in an old Latin verse, namely, that ' A 
man's knowledge is worth nothing if he 

communicates what ho knows to any one 
besides.' T h e r e is ce i tanly no more sen-
sible pleasure to a good-natured man, than 
if he can by any means gratify or inform 
the mind of another, I might add that this 
virtue naturaily carries its own reward 
along with it, sincc it is almost imposisiblc 
it should be exercised without the im-
pwvement of the person who practises it. 
T h e reaciins of bot)ks and the daily occur-
rences of life, arc continually furnishing us 
with matter for thought anJ reflection. I t 
is extremely natural for us to desire to see 
such our thoughts put in the dress of 
worts, without which, indeed, we can 
scarce have a d e a r and distinct idea of 
them ourselves. W h e n they are thus 
clothed in expressions, nothing so truly 
show!4 us whether they are juSit or false, 
as those effects which they frcduce in the 
minds of others. 

I am apt to flatter myself, that, in the 
coursc of these my speculations, I have treat-
ed of several subjects, and laid down many 
such rules for the conduct of a man's life, 
which tny readers were either wholly igno-
rant of before, or which at least those few 
who were acquainted with them looked 
upon as so many secrets they have fcund 
out for the conduct of themselves, but were 
resolved never to have made public. 

I am the more confirmed in this opinion 
from my having received several letters, 
wherein I am censurcd for having prosti-
tuted learning to the embraces of tfie vul-

tar, and made her, as one of my correspon-
cnts phrases it, a common strumpet. I 

am charged by another with laying open 
the arcana or secrets of prudcnce to tlie 
eyes of every reader. 

T h e narrow spirit which appears in t he 
letters of these mj ' correspondents, is the 
less surprising, a» it has sho-wu itself in nil 
ages; there is still extant an epistle writteu 
by Alexander the Gi-eat, tn Iiis tutor Aris-
totle, upon that philosopher's publishing 
some part of his writings; in which the 
prince complains of his having made known 
tn all the world those secrets in learning 
which he ha<l Iwfore communicated to hint 
in private lecture*!; concluding that he had 
rather excel the rest of mankind iu know-
ledge than in power. 

Louisa de Padilla, a lady of great learn-
ing, and countess of Aranda, was in Uke 
manner angrv with the famous Gratian, 
upon his i>iibli.shing his treatise "f the 
Discrcto, wherein she farcied t)iat he haii 
laid open those maxims to commnn readers, 
which ouglit ojilytoliavc been rcscn'cil fur 
the knowledge of the great. 

These objections are thought by manv 
of so much weight, that tlwy often defcni 
the above-mention^ authors by affirming 
they have affected such an obscuritv in 
their style and manner of writing, that, 
though every one may read tlicir works, 
tlicre will be b i t t very few who can com-
prehend their meaning. 
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Pcrsius, Oie Latin satirist, affected ob-
scuHty for aimtUer reason; with which, 
however, Mr. Cowley is so offended, that, 
writing to one of his friends, 'You, ' says 
he, 'tell rae that you do not know wlicther 
Persius be a ŝ ood pr'Ct or no, because you 
cannot iindcTstand him; for which very 
reason 1 affirm that lie is not s a ' 

However, this art of writing unintelliip-
bly has Ijeen very much improved, and fol-
lowed by several of the moderns, who, 
observing the general inclination of man-
kind to dive into a secret, and the reputH-
tion many have acquired by concealing 
their meaning under obscure terms nnd 
phrases, resolve, that they may be still 
more abstruse, to write witfiovit any mean-
ing at all. This art, as it is at present 
practised by many eminent author*, con-
sists in throwing so roanv word? at a ven-
ture into different periods, and leaving the 
curious reader to find tl\e meaning of tliem. 

T h e Egyptians, who made use of hiero-
glyphics to signify several things, exprcss-
M a man who confined his knowled}^ and 
tliscoveries altogether within himself by 
the fiijure of a dark lantern closed on ail 
sides; which, though it was illuminated 
within, afforded no manner of light or ad-
vantage to such as stcx)d by it. For my own 
part, as 1 shall from time to time commu-
nicate to t he public whatever discoveries I 
happen to make, I shmild much rather be 
compared to an ordinarv lamp, which con-
sumes mid wa«es itself for the benefit of 
everv passenger. 

I sliall roncinde this paper with the storv 
of Rosicnisins's sepulchre. 1 suppose 1 
nei'd not inform my readers that this man 
•was the avithor of tlie Rosicrusian sect, and 
that his disciples still pretend to new dis-
coveries, which they are never to commu-
nicate to the rest nf mankind.* 

' A certain person having occasion to dig 
somewhat deep in the ground, where this 
philosopher lay intetred, met with a small 
door, having a wall on each side of i t His 
curiosity, and the hopes of find!nj; some 
hidden treasure, soon prompted him to 
force open the door. He was immediately 
surprised by a sudden blaze of light, and 
discovered a very fair vaidt. At the upper 
snd of it was a statue of a man in armour, 
sitting by a table, and leaning on his left 
f^rni. rie held a truncheon in his right 
'land, and had a lamp burning before him. 
The man had no sooner set one foot within 
'he vault, th.in the statue erected itself 
^rotji its leaning posture, stood bolt upright, 
'"id, upon the fellow's advancing another 
step, lifted up the truncheon In his right 
'land. T h e man still ventured a thii-d step, 
^hen the statue, with a furious blow, broke 
Jlic lamp into a thousand pieces, and left 
n 's ifnest in a sudtlcn darkness. 

' Upon the report of this adventure, the 

Gabal ia . pa r r Abbe Vil lars . W « i b u r . 
t o n " Pope, i. p ,05 , 

country people soon came with lights to 
the sepulchre, and discovered that toe sta-
tue, which was made of brass, was nothing 
more than a piece of clock-work; that the 
floor of the vault was all loose, and under-
laid with se^'eral springs, which upon any 
man's entering, na tu i^ ly produced that 
which had happened. ' 

Rosicrusius, say his disciples, made use 
of this method to show the world that he 
had reinxented the ever-burning lamps ^ 
the ancients, though he v/as resolved no 
one should reap any advantage from the 
discovery. X. 

No. 380.] Friday, May IS, 1712. 
Eiva lo in p a i i e n i e r h a b e . — — 

Olid. Ar4 ^m. ii. 538. 
W h h patiPDCo bear n r i v a l in \tiy lovp. 

' Thuralay, Mav fi, 1732. 
'S IR ,—The character you have in the 

world of being the ladies' philosopher, and 
the pretty advice I have seen you give to 
others in your papers, make me address 
myself to you in this abrupt nianr.er, and 
to desire your opinion of what in this age a 
woman may call a lover. I have lately had 
a gentleman that I thought made preten-
sions to me, insomuch that most of my 
friends took notice of it, and tho\ight we 
were really married. I did not take miich 
pains to undeceive them, and especially a 
young gentlewoman of my particular ac-
quaintance, who was then in the country, 
bhe coming to town, and seeing oiir inti-
macy s'> great, she gave herself the liberty 
of taking me to task concerning it. I inge-
nuously told her we were not married, but 
I dirt not know what might he the event. 
She soon got ac<i«ainted with the gentle-
man, and was pleased to take npon her to 
examine him abmit it. Now, whether a 
new face had made a greater conquest than 
the old I will leave vou to judge. I am in-
formed that he utterlv denied all preten-
sions to courtship, but withal professed a 
sincere friendship for me; but, whether 
marriages are proi)oscd by way of friend-
ship or not, is what I desire to know, and 
what 1 mav reallv call a lover? T h e r e are 
so many who t i lk in a language fit only for 
that character, and yet guai^ themselves 
against speaking in direct terms to the 
point, that it is impos.sible to distinguish be-
tween courtship and conversation. I hope 
you will do me justice both upon my lover 
and my friend, if they provoke me further. 
In t he mean time I carry it with so ctiual a 
behaviour, that the nymph and the swain 
too are mightily at a loss: each believes I, 
who know them both well, think myself 
revenged in their love to one another, 
which creates an irreconcilable kalonsy. 
If all coraes right again, you sliall near fu r -
ther from, ar. 'vouv most obedient servant, 

' M Y R T I L I - A . ' 
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' A p r i l 28, 1713. 
' MB.SPECTATOR,—Youriibservationson 

persons tha t have behaved themselves ir-
reverentlv at chm'ch, I dcubt not have had 
a effect on some that have read t hem; 
but tlicre is another fault wliich has hitherto 
escapcd ynur notice; I mean of such per-
sons as are there very zealous and punctual 
to perform an ejaculation that is only pre-
paratoi-y to the service nf the church, and 
vet neglect to join in the service itself-
T h e r e is an instance of this in a f r iend of 
'Vl'ill Honeycomb's, who sits opposite to 
me. H e seldom comes in till the prayers 
are about half over: and when h e has en-
tered his seat, (instead of joining with the 
cone^rcgation,) he devoutly holds his ha t 
before his face for th ree or four moments, 
then bows to all liis acquaintance, sits down, 
takes a pinch of snuff, (if it be t h e evening 
service, pe rhaps takes a nap,) and spends 
t h e r e m a n i n g t ime in surveying the con-
gregation. Now, sir, wha t I would desire 
IS, that you would animadvert a little on 
this gentleman's practice. In my opinion, 
this gentleman's devotion, cap in hand, is 
only a compliance to t h e custom of the 
place, and goes no f a r t h e r than a little ec-
clesiastical good-breeding. If you will not 
pretend to tell tis the motives tha t bring 
such trifles to solemn assemblies, yet let 
m e desire that you will give this let ter a 
place in your paper , and I shall remain, 
sir, your i^l iged humble servant, J. S . ' 

' M a y the 5th. 
' MR. SPECTATOR,—The conversation 

at a ciub of which I am a member , last 
night, falling upon vanity and the desire of 
b « n g a d m i : ^ , put me in mind of relating 
how agreeablv I was e n t e r t ^ e d at my 
own door l a s t T h u r s d a y , by a clean f resh-
coloured girl, under t h e most elegant and 
the best furnished milk-pail I had ever ob-
served. I was glad of such an opportunity 
of seeing the behaviour of a coquette in low 
life, and how she received the extraordi-
nary notice tha t was taken of her ; which I 
found had affected every muscle of he r 
face, in t h e same manner as it does the fea-
tures of a first-rate toast a t a play or in an 
assembly. T h i s hint of mine made the dis-
course turn upon the sense of pleasure; 
which ended in a general resolution, tha t 
the m i l k - m ^ d enjoys h e r vanity as exqui-
sitely as the woman of quality. I th ink it 
would not b e an improper subject for you 
to examine this frailty, and trace it to all 
conditions of life; which is recommended 
to you as occasion of obliging many of 
vour readers, among t h e rest, your most 
Kumble servant, T . B. ' 

• May 12, 1712. 
' SIB,—Coming last week into a coffee-

house, not fa r f rom the Exchange , with 
my basket under my a rm, a Jew, of consi-
derable note, as I am informed, takes half 
a dozen oranges of me , and at t h e same 
time slides a guinea into my hand; I made 

him a courtesy, and we!it my way. H e 
followed mi", and, finding I was going about 
mv business, h e came up with me, and told 
m e plainlv tha t he gave me the guinea with 
no other mtent but to j iurchase niv person 
for an hour. " Did you so, sir?" says I ; 
" y o u gave it nie then toniake m e wicked; 1 
will keep it to m;ike m e honest; however, 
not to be in the least ungrateful , I promise 
you I will lay it out in a couple of rings, and 
wear them for your sake . " I am so just 
sir, besides, as to give every body that asks 
how I came by my rings, this account of 
my benefactor; but to save me the trouble 
of telling my tale over and over again, I 
humbly heg the favour of you to tell it once 
for ail, and you will ext remely oblige your 
humble servant, 

' B E T T Y L E M O N . ' 

' S t Bride's, M.-IV 15,1712. 
' S IB,—'Tis a great deal of pleasure to 

me, and I da re s ^ ' will be no less satisfac-
tory to you, that t have an opportunity of 
infonning you, tha t t h e gentlemen and 
others of the parish of St. Bride's, have 
raised a charity-school of fifty girls, as be-
fore of fifty boys. You were so kind to r e -
commend the boys to the chari table world; 
and the other sex hope you will do them 
the same favour in Fr iday ' s Spectator for 
Sunday next, when they are to appear with 
the i r liumble airs at the par i sh church of 
Saint Bride's. Sir, t h e mention of this m a y 
posably be serviceable to t h e children; and 
sure no one will omit a good action attended 
with no expense. I am, sir, your very 
humble servant, 

T . ' T H E S E X T O N . ' 

No. 381.] Saturday, May 17, 1712. 

£ q u a n i rneineiito rrbiis ID arduia 
Servare menTpm, nnn ^ u a in banja 

Ab insol«nli temporal am 
L r t i l i a , mor i lu rc Deti . F p r . Od. 3.1. 2. V. 1. 
Be calm, my I>«liu!, and sprcnp, 
I foKcvet fo r tune change Ihe M T i t : 
In thy most dejected s tale , 
SinK n o t Dii'^emertth the w e i f h t ; 
Nor ye t . when happy d»ya begin. 
And t h e ful l t ide c j m e s to l l ins in 
Let un ru ly joy, 

T h e settled qtiiet of thy mind destroy. Anoa-

I HAVE alwavs preferred cheerfulness to 
mir th . T h e lat ter I conader as an act, the 
former as a habi t of the mind. Mirth is 
short and transient, cheerfulness fixed and 
permanent. Those are often raised into 
the greatest t ransports of mir th , '*'ho are 
subject to the greatest depres-sions of me-
lancholy. On the contrary, cheerfulness 
though it does not give the mind such an 
exquisite gladness, prevents us from falling 
into any depths of sorrow. Mir th is like a 
flash of lightning, that breaks through a 
gloom of clouds, and glitters for a moment; 
cheerfulness keeps a Kmd of dav-light 
in t h e mind, and fills « " ' t h a steady and 
perpetual serenity. 
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Men of austere principles look upon 
mirth as too wanton and dissolute for a 
state of probation, and as filled with a cer-
tain t r iumph and insolence of heart tl>at is 
inconsistent with a life which is every mo-
ment obnoxious to the greatest dangers, 
Wri ters of this complexion ha re observed, 
that the Sacred Person who was the great 

Iiattem of perfection, was never seen to 
a u ^ h . 

Cheerfulness of mind is not liable to any 
of these exceptions; it is of a serious and 
composed nature; it does not throw the 
mind into a condition improper for the pre-
sent state nf humanity, and is very conspi-
cuous in the characters of those who are 
looked upon as the greatest philosophers 
amongtheheathens , as well as among those 
who have been deservedly esteemed as 
s ^ n t s and holy men among Christians. 

If we consider cheerfulness in three 
lights, with regard to ourselves, to those 
we converse with, and to the great Author 
of our being, it will not a little recommend 
itself on each of these accounts. T'he man 
who is possessed of this excellent f r ame of 
roind, is not only easy in his thoughts, but 
a perfect master of all the powers and facul-
ties of his soul. His imagination is always 
clear, and his judgment undisturbed; his 
temper is even and unruffled, whether in 
action or in solitude. He comes witli relish 
to all those goods which nature has provided 
for him, tastes all the pleasures of the crea-
tion, which are poured about him, and does 
not feel the full weight of those accidental 
evUs which may befall him. 

If we consider him in relation to the per-
sons whom he converses with, it naturally 
p i ^ u c e s love and good-will towards him. 
A cheerful mind is not only disposed to be 
affable and obliging; but nuses the same 
good-humour in those who come within its 
influence. A man finds himself pleased, he 
does not know why, with the cneerfulness 
of his companion. I t is like a sudden sun-
shine that awakens a secret delight in the 
mind, without her attending to it. T h e 
heart rejoices of its own accord, and natu-
rally flows out into friendship and benevo-
lence towards the person who has so kindly 
an effect upon it. 

When I consider this cheerful state of 
mind in its third relation, I cannot but look 
upon it as a. constant habitual gratitude 
to the great Author of nature. An in-
waM cheerfulness is an implicit praise and 
thanksgiving to Providence under all its 
dispensations. It is a kind of acquiescence 
in the state wherein we are placed, and a 
secret approbation of the divine will in his 
conduct towards man. 

T h e r e a re but two things which, in my 
opinion, can reasonablv deprive us of this 
cheerfulness of l iear t "The first of these is 
the sense of guilt. A man who lives in a 
state of vice and impenitence can have no 
title to that evenness and tranquillity of 
mind which is the health of the soul, and 

the natural effect of virtue and innocence. 
Cheerfulnessinanil l man deserves a hanler 
name than language can furnish us with, 
and is niany degrees beyond what we com-
monly call folly or madness. 

Atheism, which I mean a disbelief of 
a Supreme fieing, and consequently of a 
future state, under whatsoever titles it shel-
ters itself, may likewise ver • reasonably 
deprive a man of this cheerfu ness of tem-
per. T h e r e is something so particularly 
gloomy and offensive to human nature in 
the prospect of non-existence, that 1 cannot 
but wonder, with many excellent writers, 
how it is possible for a man to outlive 
the expectation of it. For my own pait , I 
think the being of a God is so little ti be 
doubted, that it is almost the only t ruth we 
are sure of; and such a t ruth as we n leet 
with in every object, in every occnrrence, 
and in every thought. If we look intc the 
characters of this tribe of infidels, we g •ne-
rally find thev are made u p of pride, sp' cen, 
and cavil. I t is indeed no wonder, that 
men who are uneasy to themselves sh )u!d 
be so to the rest of the world; and how is it 
possible for a man to be otherwise Chan 
uneasy in himself, who is in danger ei'en-
moment of losing his entire existence, and 
dropping into notliing? 

T h e \1cious man and atheist have there-
fore no pretence to cheerfulness, and would 
act ve:y unreasonably should they endea-
vour after it. It is impossible for any one 
to live in good humour, and enjoy his' pre-
sent existence, who is apprehensive cither 
of torment or of annihilation; of being mise-
rable, or of not being at all. 

Af ter having mentioned these two great 
principles, which are destructive of cheer-
fulness, in their own nature, as well as in 
right reason, I cannot think of any other 
that ought to banish this happy temper 
from a virtuous mind. Pain and sickness, 
^ a m e and reproach, poverty and old age, 
nay, death itself, considering the shortness 
of their duration, and the advantage we 
may reap fi'om them, do not deserve the 
name of evils. A good mind may bear u p 
under them with fortitude, with indolence, 
and with cheerfulness of heart. T h e tossing 
ofa tempest docs not discompose him, which 
he is sure wii lbringhim toa joyfu l harbour. 

A man who uses his best endeavours to 
live according to the dictates of virtue and 
right reason has two perpetual sourees nf 
cheerfulness, in the consideration nf his 
own nature, and of that Being on whom he 
has a dependance. If he looks into himself, 
he cannot but rejoice in that existence 
which is so lately bestowed upon him, and 
which, after millions of ages, will be still 
new, and still in its beginning. How many 
self-congratulations naturallv rise in the 
mind, when it reflects on this its entrance 
into eternity, when it takes a view nf those 
improvable faculties which in a few years, 
and even at its first setting out, have 
made so considerable a progress, and which 
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will still be receiving an increase of pcr -
fcctinn, and consequently an increase of 
happiness! T h e cnnscinus:iess of such a 
being spreads a pe rpe tua l diifusioii of jiiy 
t hmugh t h e soul of a virtuous man, and 
makes h im look upon himself every mo-
ment as more happy than he knows flow to 
ccxiceive. 

T h e second source of cheerfulness, to a 
Rood mind, is the consideration of t ha t 
Being on whom we have our dependence, 
and in whom, though we behold h im as yet 
but in t h e first faint discoveries of his per -
fections, w e see every thing tha t we can 
imagine as great , glorious, or amiable. W e 
find ourselves every w h e r e uphe ld by his 
goodness, and surrounded with an immen-
sity of love and mercy . In short , we de-
BCTd upon a Being, whose power qualifies 
nim to m a k e us h a p p y by an infinity of 
means, whose goodness and t ru th engage 
him to m a k e those h a p p y who desire i t of 
h im, and whose unchangeableness will se-
c u r e us in this happiness to all eternity. 

Such considerations, which every one 
should jJerpetually cher ish in his thoughts, 
•will banish from us all t ha t secret heavi-
ness of h e a r t which unthinking men a re 
subject to when they lie under no real 
affliction: all t ha t anguish which we may 
feel f rom anv evil t ha t actually oppresses 
us, to which I may likewise add those little 
crackl ings of mirtK and folly tha t a re apter 
t o be t ray v i i tue than suppor t i t ; and esta-
blish in us such an even and cheerful tem-
per , as makes «s pleasing to ourselves, to 
those wi th whom we converse, and to Him 
w h o m we were m a d e to please. L. 

N o . 382.] Monday, May 19, 1712. 

n«b«confi:^trin ream. TuU. 
Tho accused cnofttses bidsiiilt. 

1 OUGHT not to have neglected a request 
cf one of m y correspondents so long as 1 
have ; hut I d a r e say l h a v e given him t ime 
to add p rac t i ce to profession. H e sent me 
some t ime ago a bott le or two of excellent 
wine, to dr ink the hea l th of a gentleman 
w h o had by the pennv-]K>st advert ised him 
of an egrer fous e r ro r in his conduct. My 
correspondent received the obligation from 
an unknown hand wi th t h e candour which 
is natural to an ingenuous mind; and pro-
mises a contrary behaviour in tha t point for 
the future. H e will offendhis monitor with 
no more w r o r s of t ha t kind, but thanks 
h im for his benevolence. T h i s f r a n k car-
riage makes m e reflect u j ^ t h e amiable 
atonement a man makes in an ingemious 
acknowledgment of a f a u l t All such mis-
carr iages as flow f rom inadvertencv are 
more than repaid by H; fo r reason, though 
not concerned in the injury, employs all its 
force in the atonement. H e tha t says, he 
did not design to disoblige vou in such an 
action, does as much as if^ he should tell 

you, tha t though the circumstance which 
tlispleased was never in his thoughts, h e 
has t ha t respect for you, t ha t he is unsatis-
fied till it is wholly out of yours. I t mus t 
be confessed, tha t when an acknowledg-
ment of an offence is made out of poorness 
of spirit , and not conviction of heart , t h e 
c i rcumstance is quite different. But in t h e 
case of my correspondent, where both t h e 
notice is taken, and the re turn made in 
pr ivate , the affair begins and ends with t h e 
highest grace on each side. T o make the 
acknowledgment of a fault in the highest 
manne r graceful , i t is lucky when the cir-
curostanccsof t h e offender place h im above 
any ill consequences f rom t h e resentment 
of the person offended. A dauphin of 
F rance , upon a review of t h e army, and a 
command of t h e king to al ter the pos ture 
of i t by a mai'ch of one of the wings, gave 
an improper order to an officer at the h e a d 
of a brigade, w h o told his highness, he p r e -
sumed he had not received t h e Inst orders, 
which were to move a contrary way. T h e 
pr ince, instead of taking t h e admonition, 
which was delivered in a manne r t ha t ac -
counted for his ctTor with safety to his un-
derstondinsT, shaked a cane a t the officer, 
and, wi th the re turn of opprobrious lan-
guage, persisted in his own OKlers. T h e 
whole mat ter came necessarily before t h e 
kintr, who commanded his son, on foot, to 
lay his right hand on the gentleman's stir-
r u p as he sat on horseback in sight of t h e 
who lca rmy , a n d a s k h i s p a r d o n . W h e n t h e 
pr ince touched his st irrup, and was going 
to speak, the officer wi th an incrMible 
a ^ l i t y , t h r e w himself on t h e ea r to and 
kissed his feet. 

T h e body is very little concerned in tho 
pleasure or sufferings of souls truly g r e a t ; 
and the reparation, when an honour w a s 
designed this soldier, apj>e:ired as m u c h 
too great to be borne bv his grat i tude, 
as the injury was intolerable to his resent-
m e n t 

W h e n we t i im our thoughts fi-rro these 
extraordinary occurrences into commoii 
life, w e see an ingenuous kind of behaviour 
not only m a k e u p for faults committed, but 
in a manner expia te them in t h e verj ' com-
mission. T h u s manv things wherein a man 
has pressed too f a r , ' h e implicitly excuscs, 
by owning, ' T h i s is a t respass : you'll 
pardon m y confidence; I am sensil)lc I 
have no pretensions to this favour ; ' and the 
like. But commend me to those gay fellows 
abotit town who a re directly impudent, and 
m a k e np for it no otherwise than by calling 
them selves such and exult ingin it. But this 
sort of carriage, which prompt's a man 
against rules to u rge what h e hn.s a mind 
to, is pardonable only when you sue foi-
another. W h e n you are confident in p r e -
ference of yourself to others cf equal mer i t , 
everv man tha t lo\'es vir tue and modesty 
ought, in defcnce of those qualities, to op-
pose vou. But, without considering t h e 
moral i ty of the thing, let us a t this t ime be -
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liiild any Jifitiii'nl cnnst'qucncc of candour 
wlien wc speak cf oui-sclves. 

'I he Spectator writes oftwi in an elegant, 
oftcii ill an ai^Timcntativc, and citeii in a 
sublime stvle, 'with equal success; but how 
wcaild it Imrt the reputed author of that 
paper to own, that of the most beautiful 

fiicces under his title he is barelv the pub-
islier.' There is nothing but wliat a man 

reaJly performs can be an honour to him; 
what he takes more than he ought in the 
eve of the world, he loses in the conviction 
of his own heart; and a man must lose his 
consciousness, that is, his verv self, before 
lie can rejoice in any falsehood without in-
ward mortification. 

W h o lias not seen a very criminal at the 
bar, when his counscl and friends have 
done all that they could fnr him in vain, 
prevHil on the whole assembly to pity liim, 
and his jud^e to recommend his case to the 
mercy of the throne, without offciing any 
thing new in his defcnce, but that he whom 
before we wished convicted,became soout of 
his own mouth, and took upon himself all 
the shame and sorrow we were just before 
prejwiring for him> T h e great opposition 
ti> this kind of candour arises fi'om the un-
just idea people ordinarily have of what 
we call a high spirit It is far from great-
ness of spirit to persist in the wrong in any 
thing; nor is it a diminution of greatness oi 
spirit to have been in the wrong. Perfec-
tion is not the attribute of man, therefore 
he is not degraded by the acknowledgment 
of on impenection; but it is the work of 
little minds to imitate the furtitude of great 
spirits on worthy occasions, by obstinacy in 
the wrong. This obstinacy prevails so far 
upon them, that they make it extend to the 
defence of faults in their verv sen'ants. It 
would swell th ispaper to too great alength . 
should I insert all the quarrels and debates; 
which arc now on foot in this town; where 
one party, and in some cases both, sensi-
ble of being nn the faulty side, and have not 
spirit enough to acknowledge it. Among 
the ladies the case is very common; for 
there are veiy few of them who know that 
It is to maintain a true and high spirit, to 
throw away from it all which itself disap-
proves, and to scorn so pitiful a shame, as 
that which disables the heart from acquir-
jJiR a liberality of affections and sentiments, 
r i le candid mind, by acknowledging and 
uischaixing its faults, has reason and truth 

the foundations of all its passions and dc-
"res, and consequently is fiappy and sim-
We; the disingenuous spirit, by indulgence 
of one unacknowledged error, is entangled 
^*ith an after-life of guilt, sorrow, and per-
plexity. T . 

No. 383.] Tufsday, May 20, 1712. 
^fiMinihiH debent bonoa J x n . 8«t . i. 75. 

»autcDiia gardea, but by v icemai i i t a inM. 

As 1 was sitting in my chamber, and 

thinking on a subject for my next Spectator, 
I heard two or three irregular bounces a t 
my landlady's door, and upon the opening 
of it, aloud cheerful voice inquiring whe-
ther the philosopher was at liome. T h e 
child who went to the door answered very 
innocently, that he did not lodge there. 
I immediately recollected that it was niv 
good friend sir Rc^er's voice; and that 1 
had promised to go with him on the water 
to Spring-CTrden,* in case it proved a good 
evening. T h e knight put me in mind of 
my promise from the bottom of the stair-
case, but told me, that if I was speculating, 
he wotild stay below till I had done. Upon 
my coming down, I found all the childi-en 
of the family got about my old friend; 
and my landlady herself, who is a notable 
prating gossip e n ^ g e d i n aconference with 
him; being mightily pleased with his strok-
ing her little boy on the head, and bidding 
him to be a good child and mind his book. 

W e were no soonercome to the Temple-
stairs, but we were surrounded with a 
crowd of watermen, offering us their re-
spective services. Sir Roger, after having 
looked about him verv attentively, spied 
one with a wooden leg, and immediately 
gave him orders to get his boat ready. As 
we were walking towards it, 'You must 
know,' says Sir Roger, ' I never make use 
of any body to row me, that has not lost 
either a leg cr an arm. I would rather bate 
him a few strokes of his oar thaii not em-
ploy an honest man that has been wounded 
in the queen's service. If I was a lord or a 
bishop, and kept a barge, I would not put 
a fellow in my livery that had not a wooden 

My old friend, after having seated him-
self, and trimmed the boat with his coach-
man, who, being a very sober man, always 
serves for ballast cji these occasicns, y/ii 
made the best of our way for Vauxhall. 
Sir Roger obliged the waterman to give us 
the history of his right leg; and, hearing 
that he had left it at La Hogue, with many 
particulars which passed in that glorious 
action, the knight, in the triumph of his 
heart, made several reflections cn the 
greatness of the British nation; as that one 
Englishman could beat three Frenchmen; 
that we couid never be in danger of jxipiry 
so lon^ as we took care of our fleet; that 
the 1 hames was the noblest river in 
Europe; that I.ondoii bridge was a greater 
piece of work than any of ^ c seven won-
ders of the world; with many other honest 
prejudices which naturally clcave to the 
heart of a true Knglishman. 

After some short pause, the old knight 
turning about his head twice or thrice, to 
take a survey of this great metropolis, bid 
me observe now thick the city was set with 
churches, and that there was scarce a 
single steeple on this side Temple-bar. 
' A most heathenish sight!' says sir Roger: 

• Or Vausha l l . 
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' iherc Is no religion at this end of the town. 
T h e fifty new churches will very mueh 
mend the prospect; but church-work is 
ilow, church-work is slow.' 

I do not remember I have any where 
mentioned in Sir Roger's character, his 
custom of saluting evei-y body that passes 
by him with a good-morrow, or a good-
night. This the old man does out of the 
overflowing of his humanity; though, at 
the same time, it renders him so popular 
among all his country neighbours, that it is 
thought to have gone a good way in making 
him once or twice knight of the shire. He 
cannot forbear this exercise of benevolence 
even in town, when he meets with any one 
in iiis morning or evening walk. It broke 
from him to several boats that passed by us 
on the water; but, to the knight's great 
surprise, as he gave the gt^^-night to two 
or three young fellows a little before our 
landing, one of them, instead of returning 
tlie civility, asked us, what queer old put 
we had in the boat, and whether he was 
not ashamed to go a wenchins at his years? 
with a g r ^ t deaJ of the like Thames-
ribaldry. Sir Rt^er seemed a little shocked 
at first, but at length assuming a face of 
magistracy, told us, that if he were a Mid-
dlesex justice, he would make such va-
grants know that her majesty's subjects 
were no more to be abused by water than 
by land. 

W e were now arrived at Spring-garden, 
which is cjiquisitely pleasant at this time of 
the year. W h e n I considered the fragrancv 
of the walks and bowers, with the choirs of 
birds, that sung upon the trees, and the 
loose tribe of people that walked under 
their shades, I cculd not but look upon the 
place as a kind of Mahometan Paradise. 
Sir Roger told me it put him in mind of a 
little coppice by his house in the country, 
which his chaplain used to call an aviary of 
n igh t inpks . 'You must unders tand, '^vs 
the knight, ' t h a t there is nothing in the 
world that pleases a man in love so much 
as your nightingale. Ah, Mr. Spectator, 
the many moonlight nights that 1 have 
walked f)y myself, and thought on the 
widow by the music of the rightingalel ' 
Here he fetched a deep sigh, and was fall-
ing into a fit of musing, wlien a mask, who 
came behind him, gave liim a pontic tap 
up~n the shoulder, and asked him if he 
would drink a bottle of mead with her? 
But the knight being startled at so unex-
pected a familiaritv, and displeased to be 
interrupted in his thoughts of the widow, 
told her she was a wanton baggage; and bid 
her go about her business. 

W e concluded our walk with a glass of 
Burton ale, and a slice of hungbeef. When 
we had done eating ourselves, the knight 
called a waiter to him, and bid him carrv 
the remainder to the waterman that hail 
but one leg. I pcrccived the fellow stared 
upon him at the oddness of the message, 
and was going to be saucy; upon which I 

ratified the knight's commands with a pe-
remptory look. 

As we were going out of the garden, my 
old friend thinking himself obliged, as a 
member of the quorum, to animadvert upon 
the morals of the place, told the mistress 
of the house, who sat at the bar, that he 
should be a better customer to her garden, 
if there were more nightingales and fewer 
strumpets. I. 

N a 384.] Wedntsday, May 21, 1712. 
' l U e i w , M a y 24, N. a T h e nsme irpriblican hniitls. 

w b o b a r e m ofi»n «iii« th<! c b c u l i e r (le St. George's 
rKove ry k i lk f i h j m i n oiii piih)ic pcints , bax-e n o w re-
duced tbe y o u n t <laiipliin nf F r a n c ; to t h a t d e i p r r a i e 
conditioD of weakness , and d e a t b i iaelf rha t i t is ba td 
to coDjrcmre w h a t CKthod Ihpy wi l l t a k e to bring b i m 
to lifp a g a i n . M e a n t i m e we are a ' s u r e d . By a very good 
h a n d from Par is , tba t on Uw QOih i n a t a n t ihia y o u n g 
prince w a s a s w^ll a s ever be tvas k n o w n ii> be s i n c e 
the day of Iris b i i lh . A s for ilii> o tbe r . Ihey are n o w 
sending his ghoiC, w e suppose (fijr Ibey never had ibo 
modes ty to contrai5ict the i r a a w t i o n o f (irs death.) t o 
Comir^ercj in Lor r a in , a t tended only by ibitr ^ n l l e m e n . 
and a t^w domestica of h t i l o conBi<Icralion. Tlie Barott 
de IV>thmat* h a v i n g delivered in Iiis credent ia ls t o 
qt ia l l f^ h i m a s a n amba«aftdor to th i s sta(«^ (an omcet«y 
wbich hia ereateat erwmiea will acknowlodge him l o b e 
enual , ) ia ^ n e to Ot recb t , w b r w e he wiB p n x i e d lo 
H a n o v e r , but not s l a y long a t t h a t cour t . fl>r fear t h e 
pi 'af* should be m a d r dur ing h i s l a m e n t a b l e ahecrux.'— 
TOft Bvf , M a y 20. 

I S H O U L D be thought not able to read 
should I overlook some excellent pieccs 
lately come out. My lord bishop of St. 
Asaphf has just now published some ser-
mons, the preface to which seems to me to 
determine a great point. He has, like a 
good man, and a good Christian, in opposi-
tion to all the flattery and base submission 
of false frietids to princes, asserted, that 
Christianity left us where it foimd us as to 
our civil rights. T h e present entertainment 
shall consist only of a sentence out of the 
Post-Boy, and the said preface of the loM 
of S t Asaph. I should think it a little odd 
if the author of the Post-Boy should with 
impunity c ^ l men republicans for a glad-
ness on the report of the death of the pre-
tender; and treat baron Bothmar, the mi-
nister of Hanover, in such a manner as you 
see in mv ntotto. I must own, I think ever)' 
man in England concerned to support the 
succession of that familv. 

' T h e publishing a f c w sermons, whilst I 
live, the latest of which was preached about 
eiglit years since, and the first above seven-
teen, will make it very natural for people 
to inquire into the occasion of doing so; and 
to such I do very willingly assign these fol-
lowing reasons: 

' First, from the observations I li.ive been 
able to make for these many years last 
past upon our public affairs, and from the 
natural tendency of several principles and 
practices, that have of late been studiously 
revived, and from what has followed there-

• Anihasandnr f rom Hanni-er, a n d a f le rwar i i s agen t 
here for l)ip H a n o v e r i a n fHniily. 

t Dr. W i l l i a m rieetxvood. 
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upoii, I could not he lp both feai ing and 
presaging, t ha t these nations should some 
time or other , if ever w e should have an 
enterprising pr ince upon the throne, of 
more ambition than vir tue, justice, and t rue 
honour, fall into the way of all o ther na-
tions, and lo«e the i r l iberty. 

• N o r could I he lp foreseeing to whose 
charge a grea t deal of this dreadful mis-
c h i e f whenever it should happen , would 
be laid; w h e t h e r justly o r unjustly, was not 
m y business to determine; but f resolved, 
for my own par t icular pa r t , to deliver my-
self, as well as I could, f rom the reproaches 
and the curscs of posteri ty, by puljlicly de-
claring to all the world, tha t , although in 
the constant coursc of m y ministry I have 
never failed, on prxiper occasions, to recom-
mend, urge, and insist upon the lovinsr, 
honouring, and reverencing the pr ince 's 
person, and holding it, according to the 
laws, inviolable and sacred; and paying all 
obedience and submisnon to t h e laws, 
though never so ha rd and inconvenient to 
pr ivate people: yet did I never t h ink my-
self a t liliertv, or authorized to tell the peo-

fle, tha t ei ther Clirist, S t Pe t e r , o r St, 
aul, or any o ther holy wri ter , had, b y any 

doctrine delivered by them, subverteil the 
laws and constitutions of the country in 
which they lived, o r put them in a worse 
condition, with respect to the i r civil liber-
ties, than tiiey wou\d have been h:id they 
not been Chnst ians . 1 ever thouglit it a 
most impious b lasphemy afrainst t ha t holy 
religion, to f a the r any thing upon it tha t 
might encourage tyTanny, oppression, or 
injustice in a prince, or t ha t easily tended 
to make a f r e e and h a p p y people slaves and 
miserable. N o : propfe ' may m a k e them-
selves as wre tched as t hey will, but l e t not 
God be called into tha t wicked par ty . 
W h e n force and violence, and ha rd nice's-
sity, have brought the voke of servitude 
upon a people 's neck, religion will supply 
tlicm with a pa t ient and submissive spirit 
under it till t hev can i n n c c ^ t l y shake it off; 
but certainly religion never puts it on. T h i s 
always was, and this a t present is, m y 
judgment of these ma t t e r s : and I would be 
transmitted to pnsteritj ' ( for the little share 

time such names as mine can live) under 
the charac te r of one who loved his coun t i r , 
and would be thought a good Englishmoii, 
2s well as a good clergy-man. 

' T h i s c h a m c t e v I thought would be t rans-
"litted bv t h e following sermons, which 
•'^ere n u d e for and preachct l in a p r iva te 
suilience, when I could think of nothing 

but doing m y duty on the occasions 
tha t were then offered bv God 's providence, 
^ i thout anv munner of design rf making 
^neni public; and for t ha t reason I give 
^''^ni now as they were then delivered; by 
^ h i c h I hope to satisfy those people w h o 
have objpcted achange 'of principles t o m e , 
^ if I were not now t h e same man I for-
merly was. I never had but one o])inion of 
' h e w mat ters ; and tha t I th ink is so rca-

\ OL. I I . 1.1 

sonable and wcll-grouiidcd, t ha t I believe I 
can never have any other. 

' Another reason of my publishing these 
sermons a t this t ime is, tha t I hav« a mind 
to do myself some honour by doing what 
honour Tcould to the memory of two most 
excellent princes, and who have very highly 
deserved a t the hands o£_aU the people of 
these dominions, who have any t rue value 
for the Protestant religion, and the con-
stitution of the English government of which 
they were t h e grea t del iverers and de-
fenders, I have lived to see the i r illustrious 
names very rudely handled, and the grea t 
ben. 'fits they did this nation t rea ted slightly 
and cnntempturu<!ly, I have l ived to see 
our deliverance f rom aTi)itrary power and 
popery t raduced and vilified by some w h o 
form erlvthc'.iight it was the i r greatest merit , 
and made it p a r t of their boas t and glory to 
have had a l i t t l e hand and share in bringing 
it about; and o thers who, without it, must 
have lived in exile, povcr tv , and misery, 
meanly d isda iming it, and using ill t l ie 
glorious inst ruments thereof. \ \ lio could 
cxpec t such a requital r 4 such merit? I 
have, I own it, an ambition of exempt ing 
myself f m m the number of unthankful peo-
p le : and as I loved and honoured those 
grea t princes living, and lamented over 
them when dead, so I wpuld gladly raise 
them u p a monument "f praise as lasting as 
any thing of mine can be; and I choose to 
do' i t a t this t ime, when it is so unfashion-
able a thing to speak hone urably of them. 

' T h e sermon tha t was p r eached upon 
t h e duke of Gloucester ' s dea th was pr inted 
quickly af ter , and is nnv,-, because the siib-
iect was so suitable, joined to t h e others. 

T h e loss of tha t most promising and hope-
ful pr ince was at t l iat t ime, I saw, unspeak-
ably grea t ; and many accidents since have 
convinced us t ha t it could nut have been 
overvalued. T h a t p i w o u s life, had it 
pleased God to have prolonged it the usual 
space, had saved us many fears and jeal-
ousies, and d a r k distnists, and prevented 
manv a larms, tha t have Icng kep t us, and 
will k e e p us still, waking and uneasy. No-
thing remained to comfort and support us 
under this heavy stroke, but the necessity 
i t brought t h e king and nation under of seti-
tling the succession in the house of Hanover , 
and giving it a heredi tap- right by act of 
par l iament , as long as it continues Pro-
testant . So ninch goinl did God, in h i s 
merciful providcnce, produce f rom a mis-
fortune, which w c could never otherwise 
have sufficiently deplored! 

' T h e four th sermon was p reached upon 
the queen's accession to t l i e thvotie, and the 
first year in which t ha t day was solemnly 
obsen ed (for by some accident or other it 
had been overlooked the year before;) and 
every one will see, witlmiit the date of it, 
t l i a t ' i t was p reached very early in this 
reign, since 1 was able only to promise and 
presage it.s f u tu r e glories and sticccsses, 
f ram the good aj ipearances of things, and 
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the h a j m y turn nui- afRui-s began tn t ake ; 
and CDuld not t hen count ii|) t h e victories 
and t r i u m p h s tha t , for scvtii years af ter , 
made it, in the p rophe t ' s language, a name 
and a pi-aise among all the people of the 
ear th . Neve r did seven such years to-
ge the r pass over t h e h e a d of anv English 
monarch, nor cfivcr it wi th so mucli honour. 
T l i e crown and scep t re seemed to be the 
queen ' s l eas tomaments ; those, o ther princes 
wore in common wi th her , and h e r great 
jw^sonal vi i tues were the same before and 
since; but such was t h e fame of h e r ad-
ministration of affairs at home, such was 
t h e reputat ion of h e r wisdom and fclicity 
in choosing ministers, and such was then 
es teemed their fai thfulness and zeal, the i r 
diligence and grea t abilities in executing 
h e r commands; to such a lieight of military 
glory did h e r grea t general and h e r armies 
car ry t h e British n a m e abroad; such was 
the ha rmony and concord betwixt h e r and 
h e r allies; and such was t h e blessing of 
CJod upon all h e r councilsand undertakings, 
tha t I a m as sure as history can m a k e me, 
no pr ince of ours eve r was so prosperous 
and successful, so beloved, es teemed, and 
honoured by the i r subjects and the i r friends, 
nor nea r so formidable to their enemies. 
W e were , as all the world imagined then, 

i'ust enter ing on the ways tha t promised to 
^ to such a peace as would have answered 

all the p raye r s of our religious queen, the 
care and vigilance of a most able ministry, 
the p a y m e r t s of a willing and most obedient 
people, as well as all the glorious toils and 
hazards of the soldiery; when God , for OUT 
sins, permi t ted the spiri t of discord to go 
forth, and b y troubling sore the c a m p , the 
city and t h e country, (and oh tha t i t had 
al together spared t h e places sacred to his 
worship!) to spoil, for a time, this beautiful 
and pleasing prospect , and give us in its 
stead, 1 know not w h a t •• - O u r ene-
mies will tell the res t with pleasure. I t will 
become m e be t te r to pray to God to restore 
us to t h e power of obtaming such a peace 
as will be to his glory, the safety, honour, 
and we l fa re of the queen and her dominions, 
and t h e general satisfaction of al l h e r high 
and migh ty allies.* 

' M a y 2, 1712.' 
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• ^Tbesei pectora J u n c t a fide. 
Omi. TrUt-iii. Lib. 1. 66. 

Breanta that with sj^mpaliiizine ardour RloWd. 
A u J In ly fliendidiip, sucli a s Theseus vow'd . 

I INTEND the p a p e r for this dav as a 
loose essay upon friendshiji , in which ! shall 
throw m y observations together without 
any set fo rm, tha t 1 may avoid repeat ing 
w h a t has been often said on this sub jec t 

• n i i a P i c f a w w j s seized nii by the T o r y min i s l ly , 
a n d cnnrlemned, by a molion of t h e Koase of Comtiions, 
t 9 bP burned by llK r4»iininfi h a n g m a n — S e e B i B s r e p h u 
BrilAnHicit, vol. i l l . p. 1974. 

Fr iendship is a i t nmg and habitual in-
clination in two persons to promote t h e g o ^ 
and happiness of one another. T h o u g h t h e 

Eleasures and advantages of f r i endsh iphave 

ecn largely celebrated bv the best mora l 
writers, and a re considered by all as grea t 
ingredients of human happiness, we very 
rarely mee t wi th the prac t ice of this vir tue 
in the world. 

Eve ry man is ready to give in a long ca-
talogue of those virtues and good qualities 
h e ex jKcts to find in the person of a f r iend, 
but very few of us a re careful to cultivate 
them in ourselves. 

Love and esteem are the first p r inc ip les 
of fr iendship, which alwavs is imperfec t 
where e i ther of these two is wanting. 

As, on the one hand, we a re soon ashamed 
o f l o v i n g a m a n whom wecannot es teem; so, 
on the other, though w e a r e t ru ly sensiWe 
of a man ' s abilities, w e can never raise our -
selves to the w a n n t h of fr iendship, w i th -
out an affectionate good-will towards lils 
person. 

F r iendsh ip immediately banishes envy 
under all i ts disguises. A man w h o can 
once doubt w h e t h e r he should rcjoice in his 
f r iend 's being happ ie r t han himself, niay 
depend upon it t ha t he is an u t te r stranffer 
to this virtue. 

T h e r e is something in fr iendship so very 
grea t and noble, tha t in those fictitious sto-
ries which a re invented to t h e h o n o u r of any 
par t icular person, the authors have thought 
it as necessary to make the i r hero a friend 
as a lover. Achil les has his Patroclus, and 
iEiieas his Achates . In the first of these 
instances we may observe, for the r epu t a -
tion of the subject I am t reat ing of, t ha t 
Greece was almost ruined by the he ro ' s 
love, but was preserved by his friendship. 

T h e cha rac te r of Acha tes surees ts to us 
an observation w e may often m a k e on t h e 
intimacies of grea t men, w h o fi-eguently 
choose the i r companions r a the r for t h e 
qualities of t h e hea r t t han those of the 
head, and p re f e r fidefity in an easy, inof-
fensive, complying tem])er, to those endow-
ments which m a k e a much greater figure 
among mankind. I do not r e m e m b e r tha t 
Achates , who is represented as the first 
favourite, e i ther gives his advice, or s t r ikes 
a blow, through the whole .flSneid. 

A fr iendship which makes the h^ast noise 
is very often most useful; for which reason 
I should pre fe r a prudent friend to a zealous 
one. 

Atticus, one of the best men of ancient 
Rome, was a very r emarkab le instance of 
w h a t I am h e r e speaking. T h i s ex t rao r -
dinaj-y person, amidht the civil wars of his 
country, when h e saw the designs of all 
par t ies equally tended to the subversion of 
libertv, by constantly preserving the esteem, 
and affection of both the competitors, found 
means to serve h i s friends on either side: 
and, while he sent money to young Marius , 
whose fa ther was declared an enemy to 
the commonwealth, he was himself one of 
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Sylla's chief favourites, and always near 
that Kcneral. 

Daring the war between CssarandPnra-
pcv, he still maintainfd the same conduct. 
After the death of Cssar , he sent money to 
Bnitus in his troubles, and did a thousand 
good offices to Antony's wife and friends 
wlien that party seemed ruined. Lastly, 
even in that b lo^y war between Antony 
and Augustus, Atticus still kept his place 
in both their friendships: insomuch that the 
first, says Cornelius Nepos, whenever lie 
was absent from Rome in any part of the 
empire, writ punctually to him what he 
was doing, what he read, and whither he 
intended to go; and the latter gave him 
f.onstantly an cxact account of all his affairs. 

A likeness of inclinations in every parti-
cular is so far from being requisite to form 
a benevolence in two minds towards each 
other, as it is generally imamned, that I 
believe we shall find some ol the firmest 
friendships to have been contracted be-
tween i>crsons of different humours; the 
mind being often pleased with those per-
fections which are new to it, and which it 
does not find among its own accomplish-
ments. Besides that a man in some mea-
sure supplies his own defects, and fancies 
himself at second-hand possessed of those 
^ i d qualities and endowments, which are 
in the possession of him who in the eye of 
the world is looked upon as his other self. 

The most difficult province in friendship 
is the letting a man see his faults and errors, 
which should, if possible, be so contrived, 
that he may perceive our advice is given 
him not so much to please ourselves as for 
his own ad\"antage. i he reproaches there-
fore of a friend should always be strictly 
just, and not too frequent. 

The violent desire of pleasing in the per-
w i reproved may otherwise change into a 
despair of doing "it, while he finds himself 
censured for faults he is not conscious c£ 
A mind that is softened and humanized by 
friendship cannot bear frequent reproaches; 
either it must quite sink uiider the oppres-
sion, or abate considerably of the value and 
esteem it had for him who bestows them. 
. The proper business of friendship is to 
iispire life and courage; and a soul thus 
supported outdoes itself: whereas, if it be 
unexpectedly deprived of these succours. 
It dronps and languishes. 

W e are in some mea-siire more inexcusa-
ble if we violate our duties to a friend than 
^ a relation-, since the former arise from 
® voluntary choice, the latter from a ne-
cessitv to which we could not give our own 
^ s e h t . 

As it has been said on one side, that a 
rnan ought not to break with a faulty friend, 

he mav not expose the weakness of 
" " choice;' it will doubtless hold much 
stronger with rcspcct to a worthy one, that 
he may never be upbraided for having lost 
^ Valuable a treasure which was one* in 

possession. X. 
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Oiim tr int ibus severe, c u m remu9i9 Jucundp, cuoi ac-
nibi js grsv i te t , com JuventuCe coniiler vivete, 

Tutty. 

THE piece of Latin on the head of this 
paper is part of a character extremely vi-
cious, but I have set down no more tlia:i 
may fall in with the rules of justice and 
honour- Cicero spoke it of Catiline, who, 
he said, 'lived with the sad severdy, with 
the cheerful agreeably, with the old grave-
ly, with the young pleasantly;' he added, 
' with the wicked boldly, with the wanton 
lasciviously.' The two last instances of his 
complaisance I forbear to conader, having 
it in my thoughts at present only to speak 
of obsequious belsaviour as it sits upon a 
companion in pleasure, not a man of design 
and intrigue. To vary with every humour 
in this manner cannot be agreeable, except 
it comes from a man's own temper and na-
tural complexion; to do it out of an ambi-
tion to excel that way, is the most fruitless 
and unbecoming prostitution imaginable. 
To put on an artfu part to obtain no other 
end but an unjust praise from the undiscem-
ing, is of all endeavours the most despica-
ble. A man must be sincerely pleased to 
become pleasure, or not to interrupt that 
of others; for this reason it is a most cala-
mitous circumstance, that majiy people who 
want to be alone, or should be so, will come 
into conversation. It is ccrtain that all men, 
who are the least given to reflection, are 
seized with an inclination that way, when, 
perhaps, they had rather be inclined to 
company; but indeed tliey had better go 
home and be tired with themselves, than 
force themselves upon others to recover 
their good humour. In all this, the case of 
communicating to a friend a sad thought or 
difficulty, in order to relieve a heavy heart, 
stands excepted; but what is here meant 
is, that a raaii should always go with incli-
nation to the turn of the company he is 
going into, or not pretend to be of the party. 
It is certainly a very happy temper to be 
able to live with all kinds of dispositions, 
bccause it argues a mind that lies open to 
receive wimt is pleasing to tithers, and not 
obstinately bent on any particularity uf his 
own. 

This is it which makes me pleased with 
the character of my good acquaintance 
Acasto. You meet him at the. Libles and 
conversations of the wise, the impertinent, 
the grave, the frolic, and the witty; and 
yet his own character has nothing in it that 
can make him particularly agreeable to any 
one sect of men; but Acasto has natural 
good sense, good-nature, and disci'ction, so 
that every man enjoys himself in his com-
pany; and though Acasto contributes no-
thing to the entertainment, he never was at 
a place where he was not welcome a second 
time. Without the subordinate good quali-
ties of Acasto, a man of wit and learning 
would be painful to the generality of man-
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kiml , ins tead of b e i n g p leas ing . W i t t v T n c n 
a r e a p t t a i m a g i n e t h e y a r e agreei iSle as 
s u c h , a n d b y t l ia t m e a n s g row t h e w o r s t 
c o m p a n i o n s i m a g i n a b l e ; t h e y d e r i d e t h e 
absen t o r ra l ly t h e p r e s e n t in a w r o n g m a n -
n e r , no t k n o w i n g t h a t if you p i n c h o r t i ck le 
a m a n til l h e is imeasv in h i s s ea t , o r un -
g n i c t f u l l y <listingviislicd f r o m t l ic r e s t of t h e 
c o m p a n y , you equa l ly h u r t h i m . 

I w a s ' g o i n g t o say, t l i e t r u e a r t of be ing 
a g r e e a b l e in c o m p a n y ( b u t t h e r e c a n b e no 
i u c h t h i n g as a r t in i t ) is t o a p p e a r wel l 
p l ea sed w i t h t h o s e you a r e e n g a g e d wi th , 
a n d r a t h e r t o s e e m ' w e l l e n t e r t a i n e d , t h a n 
t o b r i n g e n t e r t a i n m e n t t o o t h e r s . A m a n 
t h u s d i s p o s e d is not i n d e e d w h a t w e o rd i -
nar i ly call a good c o m p a n i o n , b u t essen t ia l ly 
is such , a n d m a l l t h e p a r t s ^ h i s c o n v e r s a -
tion h a s s o m e t h i n g f r i e n d l y in h i s behav iou r , 
whic l i conc i l i a t e m e n ' s m i n d s m o r e t l i a n t h e 
h i g h e s t sal l ies nf w i t o r s t a r t s of h u m o u r c a n 
poss ibly do . T h e f e e b l e n e s s of age in a m a n 
of th i s t u r n h a s sonie t l i in^ w h i c h shou ld b e 
t r e a t e d w i t h rcsi>ect e v e n m a m a n n o o t h e r -
wi se v e n e r a b l e . T h e f ^ w a r d n e s s of y o u t h , 
w h e n it p r o c e e d s f r o m a l a c r i t y a n d not i n -
solence, nils also its a l lowances . T l i e c o m -
panion w h o is f o r m e d f o r such b y n a t n r e , 
gives t o e v e i y c h a r a c t e r of life i t s d u e r e -
ga rds , a n d is r e a d y t o a c c o u n t for t h e i r i m -
p e r f e c t i o n s , a n d r e c e i v e t h e i r a c c o m p l i s h -
m e n t s a s if t h e y w e r e h i s own. I t m u s t 
a p p e a r t h a t you r e c e i v c l a w f r o m , a n d not 
g ive i t to , y o u r c o m p a n y , t o m a k e you 
ag reeab le . 

I r e m e m b e r T u l l v , s p e a k i n g , I t h i n k , of 
A n t o n y , says , t h a t . In eo factHe eranl, qufe 
nulla iirte tradi fioiaunl: ' H e h a d a w i t t y 
m i r t h , w h i c h could b e a c q u i r e d b y n o a r t . ' 
T h i s q u a l i t y m u s t b e of t r ie k i n d of w h i c h 
I a m n o w s p e a k i n g ; f o r a l l sort": of b e h a -
v iou r w h i c h d e p e n d u p o n obse rva t i on a n d 
k n o w l e d g e of l i fe a r e t o b e a c q u i r e d ; b u t 
t h a t w h i c h n o o n e c a n de sc r i be , a n d i s a p -
p a r e n t l y t h e a c t of n a t u r e , m n s t b e e v e i y 
•where p r e v a l e n t , b e c a u s e eve r ) ' t h i n g it 
m e e t s is a f i t occasion t o e x e r t i t ; f o r h e 
w h o fo l lows n a t u r e c a n n e v e r b e i m p r o p e r 
o r unseasonable . 

H o w u n a c c o u n t a b l e t h e n m u s t t h e i r b e -
h a v i o u r b e , w h o , w i t h o u t a n y m a n n e r of 
cons idera t ion of w h a t t h e c o m p a n y t h e y 
h a v e now e n t e r e d a r e u p o n , g ive t h e m s e l v e s 
t h e air of a m e s s e n g e r , a n d m a k e a s d is t inc t 
re la t ions of t h e o c c u r r e n c e s t h e y l a s t m e t 
w i t h , as if t h e v h a d b e e n d e s p a t c h e d f r o m 
t h o s e t h e y talfc to, t o b e p u n c t u a l l y e x a c t 
in a r e p o r t of t h o s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s ! I t is 
u n p a r d o n a b l e t o t h o s e w h o a r c m e t t o en joy 
o n e a n o t h e r , t h a t a f r e s h m a n sha l l p o p in, 
a n d give us only t h e l a s t p a r t of h i s o w n 
l ife, a n d p u t a s top t o o u r s d u r i n g t h e h i s -
to ry . I f s u c h a m a n c o m e s f r o m ' C h a n g e , 
w h e t h e r you will or no t , you rnust h e a r h o w 
t h e s t o c k s g o ; a n d , t h o u g h you a r e n e v e r 
so in ten t ly e m p l o y e d on a g r a v e r sub jec t , a 
young f e l l ow of t h e o t h e r e n d of t h e t o w n 
wi l l t a k e h i s p l a c e , a n d tel l y o u , M r s . 
S u c h - a - o n e is c h a r m i n g l y h a n d s o m e , b e -

c a u s e h e j u s t now s a w h e r . But I t h i n k I 
n e e d no t dwe l l c n t l i i s sub jec t , s ince I h a v e 
a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e r e can b e no ru l e s m a d e 
f o r e x c e l l i n g t h i s w a y ; a n d p r e c e p t s of t h i s 
k i n d f a r e l i k e r u l e s f o r w r i t i n g p o e t r y , 
w h i c h , it is sa id , m a y h a v e p r e v e n t e d {11 
poe t s , b u t n e v e r m a d e good ones. T . 

No. 387.] Saturday, May 24, 1712. 
Q u i d pure i ranqui l le t 

//«•• Ep . x i i i i . I . i l ) . 
vv i i a t calms Ibe breast a n d nt&kM (he luiud serene. 

IN m y l a s t S a t u r d a y ' s p a p e r , I s p o k e of 
c l i e e r fu lnes s as it is a moi-al hab i t of t h e 
m i n d , a n d accord ing ly m e n t i o n e d such m o -
r a l m o t i v e s as a r t a p t t o c h e r i s h and k e e p 
a l ive th i s h a p p y t e m p e r in t h e soul of m a n . 
I s h a l l now a m s i d e r c h e e r f u l n e s s in i t s n a -
t u r a l s t a te , a n d r c f l e c t on t h o s e mot ives t o 
it w h i c h a r e i n d i f f e r e n t e i t h e r a s t o v i n u e 
o r v ice . 

C h e e r f u l n e s s is , in t h e i i r s t p l a c e , t h e 
b e s t p i -omoter of h e a l t h . R e p i n i n g s , a n d 
s e c r e t m u r m u r s of h e a r t , g i v e i m p e r c e p U -
b l e s t rokes t o t h o s e de l i ca te f ibi t is of w h i c h 
t h e v i ta l p a r t s a r e c o m p o s e d , a n d w e a r 
ou t t h e m a c h i n e inscns ib lv ; no t to m e n t i o n 
t h o s e violent f c m i e n t s w h i c h t h e y st ir u p 
in t h e blood, a n d t h o s e i r r e g u l a r d i s t u r b e d 
m o t i o n s w h i c h t h e y r . i ise in t h e a n i m a l 
sp i r i t s . I s c a r c e r e m e m b e r , in m y o w n 
obsei 'vat ion, to h a v e m e t w i t h m a n y old 
m e n , o r w i t h such , w h o ^to u s e o u r E n g l i s h 
p h r a s e , ) w e a r we l l , t h a t h a d not a t leas t a 
c e r t a i n indulence in t h e i r h u m o u r , if no t a 
moi-e t h a n o r d i n a r y g a y e t y a n d c h e e r f u l -
ness of h e a r t . T h e t r u t h of it is , h e a l t h 
a n d c h e e r f u l n e s s m u t u a l l y b e g t t e a c h o ther , 
w i t h th i s d i f f e rence , t h a t w e se ldom m e e t 
w i t h a g r e a t d e g r e e of h e a l t h w h i c h is no t 
a t t e n d e d w i t h a c e r t a i n c h e e r f u l n e s s , h u t 
v e r y of ten see c h e e r f u l n e s s w h e r e t h e r e i s 
n o CTeat d e g r e e of h e a l t h . 

C h e e r f u b i e s s b e a r s t h e s a m e f r i e n d l y r e -
g a r d t o t h e m i n d as to t h e b o d y . I t ban i shes 
a l l a n x i o u s c a r e a n d d i scon ten t , soothes a n d 
c o m p o s e s t h e pass ions , a n d k e e p s t h e soul 
in a p e r p e t u a l c a l m . But h a v i n g a l r e a d y 
t o u c h e d on t h i s l a s t cons idera t ion , I sha l l 
h e r e t a k e no t ice , t h a t t h e w o r l d in w h i c h 
w e a r c p l a c e d i s filled w i t h i n n u m e r a b l e 
ob jec t s t h a t a r e p r o p e r t o r a i s e a n d k e e p 
a b v e t h i s h a p p y t e m p e r of m i n d . 

I f w e cons ider t h i s woi-ld in i t s s u b s e r -
v iency t o m a n , cine w o u l d t l i i nk it was m a d e 
f o r o u r u s e ; b u t if w e cons ider it in i t s n a t u -
ral b e a u t y a n d h a r m on v, o n e wuiild be a p t 
to c o n c l u d e it w a s m a d e f o r o u r p l easu re . 
T h e sun, w h i c h is as t h e g r e a t soul of t h e 
un ive r se , a n d p r o d u c e s a l l t h e necessa r ies 
of l i fe, h a s a p a r t i c u l a r in f luence in c h e e r -
ing t h e m i n d of m a n , a n d m a k i n g t h e h e a r t 

T h o s e seve ra l l iv ing c r e a t u r e s w h i c h a r e 
m a d e f o r our s e rv i ce o r sus t enance , a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e e i t h e r fiU t h e woods w i t h t h e i r 
mus ic , f u n i i s h u s w i t h g a m e , o r raise p i ca s -
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ing ideas in us by the dclightfulncss of their 
appearance. Fountains, lakes, and rivers, 
are as refreshing to the imagination, as to 
the seal tlirough which they pass. 

T h e r e are writers of great distinction, 
who have made it an argument for Provi-
dence, that the whole earth is covered with 
green ra ther than with any other colour, 
as being such a rielit mixture of light and 
shade, that it comicirts and strengthens the 
cs'e, iiisti/ad of weakening or giieving it. 
tor this reason several pjunters have a 
green cloth hanging near thetn to ease tlie 
eye upon, af ter too ijreat an application to 
tfieir colouring. A famous niotiem philosi>-
phcr* accounts for it in the following man-
ner. All colours that a re niore luminous, 
overpower and dissipate the animul spirits 
•whicli are employed in sight; on the con-
trary, those that are more obscure do not 
p v e the animai spirits a sufficient exercise; 
whereas, the ravs that producc in- us tlie 
idea of green, fall upon the eye in stich a 
due proportion, that they give the animal 
spirits their pro|)er plav, and, by keeping 
u p the struggle in a just balance, excite a 
very pleasing and agreeable sensation. L e t 
the'cause be what it will, the effect is cer-
tain; for which reason, the poets ascribe 
to thi.s particular colour the epithet of 
checrful. 

T o considerfurtherthis double end in the 
•works of nature, and how they are at the 
same time both useful and entertaining, we 
find that the most important par ts in the 
vegetable world are those which are the 
most beautifal. T h e s e are the seeds by 
which the several- races of plants are pro-
pagated and continued, ajid which arc al-
ways lodged in the flowers or blossoms. 
Na tu re seems to hide her principal design, 
and to be industrious in making the ear th 
gay and delightful, while she is carrying on 
her great work, and intent upon h e r own 
preservation. T h e husbandman, af ter t h e 
same manner, is employed in laying out the 
whole country into a kind of ga r i en or land-
scape, and making tvet^" thing smile about 
him, whilst in r e^ i r / he thinks of nothing 
hut of the harvest, and the increase which 
is to arise from it. 

W e may fur ther observe how Providence 
has taken care to keep u p this cheerfulness 
in the mind of man, t>y having formed it 
after such a manner as to make it capable 
of conceiving delight from several ohjccts 
which seem to have very little use in them; 
as from the wildness of rocks and deserts, 
and the like grotesque par ts of nature. 
Those who are versed in philosophy may 
still carry this consideration higher, by 
obser\-ing, that if matter had appeared to 
^s endowed only with tliose real qualities 
which it actually possesses, it would have 
' '•ade but a very joyless and uncomfortable 
figure; and why has Providence given it a 
power of producing in us such imaginary 

* Sir l u o c y e w i o n . 

qualities, and tastes and colours, sounds 
and smells, heat and cold, but that man, 
while he is conversant in the lower stations 
of nature, might have his mind cheered 
and delighted with agreeable sensations? 
In short, the whole universe is a kind of 
thea t re filled with objects that either raise 
in us pleasure, amusement, or admiration. 

T h e reader 's own thoughts will suggest 
to him the vicissitude of day and night, the 
change of seasons, with all tha t variety of 
scenes which diversify the face of natui^-, 
and fill the mind with a perpetual succes-
sion of beautiful and pleasing images. 

1 shall not here mention the several en-
tertainments of art , with the pleasures of 
friendship, books, conversation, and other 
accidental diversions of life, because I would 
onlv take notice of such incitements to a 
cheerful temper as offer themselves to per-
sons of all ranks and conditions, and which 
may sufficiently show us that Providence 
did not design this world should be filled 
with murmurs and rcpinings, or that the 
heart of man should be involved in gloom 
and melancholy. 

I the more inculcate this cheerfulness of 
temper , as it is a virtue in which our coun-
t rymen are observed to be more deficient 
than any other nation. Melancholy is a 
kind of demon tha t haunts our island, and 
often conveys herself to us in an easterly 
wind. A celebrated French novelist, in op-
position to those who begin the i r romances 
with the flowery season of the year, enters 
on his story thus, ' In the gloomy month of 
November, when the people of England 
hang and drown themselves, a disconsolate 
lover walked out into the fields, ' &c. 

Every one ought to fence against t h e 
temper of his climate or constitution, and 
frequently to indiJge in himself those con-
siderations which may give him a serenity 
of mind, and enable him to bear u p cheer-
fully against those little evils and misfor-
tunes which are common to human nature, 
and which, by a right improvement of them, 
will produce a satiety of joy, and an unin-
terrupted happiness. 

A t the same time that I would engage 
my reader to consider the world in its most 
agreeable lights, 1 must own there a re 
many evils which naturally spring u p 
amidst the entertainments tliat are pro-
vided for us; but these, if rightly consi-
dered, should he far from overcasting tlie 
mind with sorrow, or destroying that cheer-
fulness of temper which I have been recom-
mending- Tills interspersion of evil with 
g o ^ , and pain with pleasure, in the works 
of nature, is very truly ascribed by Mr. 
Locke, in his Essay on Human Under-
standing, to amora l reason, in the following 
words. 

' Beyond all this, we may find another 
reason why God hath scattered up and 
down several degrees of pleasure and pain, 
in all the things that environ and affect us, 

, and blended tliero together, in almost all 
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tliat our thoughts and senses have to do 
with; that we, finding imperfection, dis-
satisfaction, and want of complete happi-
ness, in all the enjoyments which the crea-
tures can afford us, might be led to seek it 
in the enjoyment of Him with whom " the re 
IS fulness of joy, and at whose right hand 
are pleasures for evermore ." ' L, 

N a 288.] Monday, May 26, 1712. 
- — T i b i re« a n t i q u e I g u d i s e l a n i s 
I n f r e d i o r ; saoctcw a u i u s recliidere fontes . 

yirg. Ourrg. ii. 174. 
F o r thee, I dare unlock tlie tacred t jwiiig 
A n d a n s d iKlM'd by anc i en t u g e i sing. 

' M B . SPECTATOR,—It is my custom, 
when 1 read your papers, to read over the 
quotations in the authors from whence you 
take them. As you mentioned a passage 
lately out of the second chapter of So i^ 
mon s bong, it occasioned my lookine into 
It; and, upon reading it, I thought the ideas 
so exquisitely soft and tender, that I could 
not help making this paraphrase of i f 
which, now It IS done, I can as Utile for-
bear sending to you. Some marks of your 
approbation, which I have already re-
ceived, have given me so sensible a taste 
of them, that I cannot forbear endeavouring 
after them as often as I can with any ap-
pearance of success. I am, sir, your most 
obedient humble sen-anL' 

T H E S E C O S D C H A P T E R O F SOLOMON'S SONS. 

" A s when In Sharon ' s field t h e Wrishinr rose 
I W s Its chnste bosnm to the jvom d i t c l o ^ 
Wli i ls i all g round t h e Zepbvrs bpat 
T h e f r a g r a n t odours t h r a u r b tlM a i r 
Or a s the lily In ihe shady vale 
DOM O»r each floWr w i t h b fau i eous pride prevai l 
And M a n d i w i th d e w s t n d kindest sunsh iae blest 
l a la i r pre eminence, super ioi to ibe real 
^ i f m y Love, w l ih happy influence, s b e l 
HIS eyes' h r n h t s rmshine on b i s lover's head 
T h e a snai l the row of Sha ron ' s Held 
And wl i i tes i lilies, to my beaut ies yield 
l ^ n la i res t tloiv'ra w i th s tudious a t t combins 
T h e roses w i t h the Ii lies j o in . 
And the i r uni ted charms a r e less than mine-

I I . 

" As much as f i i iT i t l i l ies c a a >urpa!e 
A «hom in beamy, or in be igbt the grass • 
Sn does my IxtTe, a n i o n ? t h e v i rg ins sh ine 
^ o r n ' d w i t h eraces m o r e than bairdivjne* ' 
Or a s a t ree, tha t , glorious to behold 
I s h i i n j w i th apples all of ruddy gold, 
Hesperian f rui t , and, beai l l i ful ly high 
i s i i e a d s i t s branehes to t h e sky • 

does in J L o v e ibe vlof ins ' eyes i n v r l e : 
' 10 be a lone can fii thei r w a n d ' r i n j s igh t i 

Among t e a thousand e m i n e n t l y b r i | h l . S 

- Beneath h i s pleasing shade \ 
My w e a n e d limbs a t eaae I laid, ( 

i rS Tilf ^ ' a ^ l w u s M teclin'd my head, S 
I p i i l l d the ^ U e a f ru i t w i th eager haa t e -
^ e e t w a s the f rui t , and pleasing to the t aa t e l 
W i t h a p a r U i n g wine be c rown 'd the bowl 
W i t h f e n t l e e c i i a c i e s b e flli'd my soul ; 
Joyous weisa t beneath the shady grove 

And O'er m y liead be hung the banne r s of 'h ia love 
IV. 

" I f a i n t ! Id ieT my laboring b r e a s t 
7a wi ih Ihe mighty weight of love oporesi 1 

I f ce l (he l i r r poi^sess m y hear t , 
And pain convey'd to every pa r i . 

T h r o u g h a l l my \-eini Ihe pfission flie. 
My leebiosrMil forsah'^s i t s plare, 

A trembling f a in tnes s sea ls m y eyM 
And paleness dwells ifpiin my f ace ' 

0 1 let my love w i th pow'rfiil odours ' s tay 
M y ftintinglove.Bicksoul, t h a t d m a w a v 
One band benea th me let him placp ' 
W i t h t 'o ther press me in a c h a a i e e m l r a w . 

V . 

" I charge you, nympha of Sion, a s you go 
Alm 'd with t h e sounding quiver and tbp bow 
WniMI Ihfo ' the lonesome woods you rove 
You ne'er d i s tu rb my sleeping love. 

Be only gpntle / e p h y n i the ie 
WitJi d o w n y wings 10 f i n the a i r ; 
I ^ t sacred si lence dwell a round . 
T o keep off each Ini ruding sound-

A n a w h r n t h e ba lmy slumbi>i l eavH his eyes 
M a y he to Joys ,unknown m l tben .a r iae l 

v ; . 
B u t s e e ! teeoBjes! w i th w h a t ma jas t i c g a i t 

H e o n w a r d bears his lovely s ta te I 
N o w through the lat t ice he appears . 
W i t h sof tes t w o t d i dispels m y ffeara 
Ar i s^ .my f a i r one, and receive 
Al l the F^eaetures love can givel 
F o r n o w t h e sullen win te r ' s past , 
n o more w e frar the nor thern b las t ; 
JVo storms n o r tJireat 'ning clouds a n e a r 
n o ( l l l ing r a in s deform the y e s i ; 
M y love admi t s of n o delay. 
Arise , ray fa i r , a n d conM a u a y I 

. • V l t . 

Already, see! t h e t e e m i n g e a n h 
B n n g s forth the flow'rs, her beauteous b i r th . 

T h e dews, a n d soft .desr»nding.hi>ivTs 
IvuiM tbe new-born lender flowTs. 
n a r k ! t h e birds melodious s ing 
And sweetly usher in t h e spring 
Close by bis fel low sits the dovE 
And bil l ing whinpers her h i s love. 
T l ^ s p r e a d i n g v ines w i th b losaons swell 
U r r u s i n g round » gra teful smell. 
Arise, oiy fa i r one, a n d tece ivs 
All the blessinga l o m e a n g i v e : 
i^'or love a d m i t s of tio delay. 
Arise, loy fa i r , a n d come a w a y I • 

VI I I -
As to Its m a t e the cons tan t dove 

Fl ies through the covert erf tlie spic? grove, 
ISO let us has ten t o some lonely shade 
T t e r e let me safe in t h y lov d a r m s he laid, 

Where n o i n t r u d i n g hatefu l noise 
Shal l d a m p the sound of thy melodious voiee-

V\ here 1 n>a; g a i e . a n d n iarkeacf l bea uteous t r a c e -
i w sweet thy voice, and lovely is Uiy face. 

IX. 
As all of me, m y Love, is Ihine, 

L e t all of thee be ever mine, 
A m o n g t h e l i l ies w e wUi play, 
Fa i re r , ray Love, thou i r t , t han ihey-
Till the purple m o m arise, 
And balmy sleep f o r w e th ine eyc<; 
Ti l l Ihe gladsome b e a n s of d a y 
Remove t h e xbsdes of night a w a y ; 

T h e n when sof t sleep shall f rom t h y eyes depar t 
Kise like the bimnding me, or litsty l i a n 

Glad to behold the l i jk t aga in 
From Betber 's m o u n t a i l s d a r t i n g o ' e r ilie p la in . " 

T . 

No. 389.] Tucsdaij, May 27, 1712. 
Meliora pii docuere pa ren t e s . ^ o r . 

The i r pious sires a bet ter lesson taught . 

. NoTHlJiGhasmoresurprisedtheleamed 
in England, than the price which a small 
book, entitled Spaccio della Bestia triom-
fante, bore in a late auction,' This book 

• T h e book here ment ioned, w a s bought by W a l t e r 
Clavel , esq. a t th f l auct ion of the l ibrary of Char les Bar . 
nard , esq. in 1711, for » p o u i i d s T h e s«m» copy he-
came successively Ihe property of Mr. J o h n Nicholas, of 
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was sold for thirty pounds. As it was writ-
ten by one Jordamis Bninus, a professed 
atlieist, with a desisjn to depreciate religion, 
every one was apt to fancy, from the extra-
vagant price it bore, that there must be 
something in it very formidable. 

1 must confess that, happening to get a 
sight of one of them myself, I could not for-
bear perusing it with this apprehension; 
but found there was so verj- little danger in 
it, that I shall venture to give my reader a 
fair account of the whole plan upon which 
this wonderful treatise is built. 

T h e author pretends that Jupiter once 
upon a time, resolved upon a reformation 
of the constellations: for which purpose, 
having summoned the stars together, he 
complains to them of the great decay of the 
worship of the gods, which he thought so 
much the harder, having called several of 
those celestial bodies by the names of the 
heathen deities, and by that means made 
the heavens as it were a book nf the i>agan 
theology. Mnmus tells him that this is not 
to be wondered at, since there were so many 
scandalous stories of the deities. Upon 
which the author Cakes occasion to cast re-
flections upon all other religions, concluding 
that Jupiter, after a fu l l hearing, discarded 
the deities out of heaven, and called the 
stars by the names of the moral virtues. 

T h e short fable, which has no pretence 
in it to reason or argument, and but a very 
smail share of wit, has however recom-
ntended itself, wholly by its impiety, to 
those weak men who would distinguish 
themselves by the singularity of their opi-
nions. 

There are two consderations which have 
been often urged against atheists, and which 
they never yet could get over. T h e first is, 
that the gi-eatest and most eminent persons 
of all ages have been arainst them, and al-
ways complied with the public forms of 
worship established in their respective coun-
tries, when there was nothing in them either 
derogatory to the honour tif the Supreme 
Being, or prejudicial to the good of mankind. 

T h e Platos and Ciceros among the an-
cients; the Bacons, the Boyles, and the 
Lnckes, among our own countrymen; are all 
instances of what I have been saying; not to 
mention any of the divines, however cele-

Mr. Joseph A m e s , o f S i r Pe t e r T h o m p m n , i 
'Hj t^ t . f>M|. s m n n ^ w b ^ b o o k i i t w a a la 

n . a t Mr. Geccard ' j i n Li tchAeld-s l re i 
r [h i s hook . Gio r i l ann Rr i ino . ivas l 
i n t l ie k i n e i j o m of a n d b i i i n t 
i f t h e i n q u i ' i l i n n in !W0. MorholT 
Ifl, taya. ^Jor4aniiJit taMea Brunuat A; 
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brated, since our adversaries challenge ail 
those, as men who have too much interest 
in this case to be impartial evidences. 

But what has been often ui^ed as a con-
sideration of much more weight, is not only 
the opinion of the better sort, but the gene-
ral consent of mankind to this great t ruth; 
which I think could not possibly have come 
to pass, but from one of the three following 
reasons: either that the idea of a God is 
innate and co-existent with the mind itself; 
or that this truth is so very obvious, that it 
is discovered by the first exertion of reason 
in persons of the most ordinary capacities; 
or lastly, that it has been delivered down to 
Hs through all ages by a tradition from the 
first man. 

T h e atheists are equally confoundcd, to 
whichever of these three causes we assign 
it; they have been so pressed by this last 
argument from the general consent of man-
kind, that after great scarch and pains they 
pretend to have found out a nation of athe-
ists, I mean that polite people the Hotten-
tots. 

I dare not shock my readers with the de-
scription of the customs and manners of 
these barbarians, who are in every respect 
scarce one degree above brutes, having no 
language among them but a confused m b -
ble, which is neither well understood by 
themselves nor others. 

I t is not, however, to be imai^ned how 
much the atheists have gloried in these 
their good friends and allies. 

If we boast of a Socrates or a Seneca, the}' 
may now confront them with these great 
philosophers the Hottentots. 

Though even this point has, not without 
reason, been several times controverted, I 
see no manner of harm it could do to reli-
gion, if we should entirely give them up this 
elegant part of mankind. 

^lethinks nothing more shows the weak-
ness of their cause, than that no division of 
their fellow-creatures join with them but 
those among whom they themselves own 
reason is almost defaccd, and who have but 
little else but their shape which can entitle 
them to any place in the species. 

Besides these poor creatures, there have 
now and then been instances of a few crazy 
people in several nations who have denied 
the existcmce of a deity. 

T h e catalogtie of these is, however, very 
short; even Vanina, the most celebrateil 
champion for the cause, professed before 
his Judges that he believed the existence of 
a God: and, taking up a straw which lay 
before him on the ground, assured them 
that alone was sufficient to convince him of 
it: alleging several arguments to prove that 
it was impossible nature alone could create 
aiiv thing. 

1 was the other day reading an account of 
Casimir Lyszynski, a gentleman of Poland, 
who was convictetl and executed for this 
crime. T h e manner of his punishment was 
very particular. As soon as his body was 
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burnt, his ashpswcre put into a cannon, and 
shot into the air inwards Tartary. 

I am apt to believe, that if soniethinR like 
this Qiethod of punishment shouldprevail in 
Knglaiid (such is the natural Rood sense rif 
the British nation,) that whether u c ram-
med an atheist whole into a great gnn. or 
pulverized fnir infidels, as tliey do in Po-
land, we should not have many charges. 

I siimild, however, premise, while our 
ammunition Listed, that, instead of Tartan- , 
we should alsTavs keep two or three cannons 
^ a d y pointed towards the Cape of Good 
Hope, in onler to shoot our unbelievers into 
the country- of the Hottentots. 

In my opinion, a solemn judicial death is 
too great an honour for an atheist; though I 
must allow the method of explo<ling him, as 
It is practised in this ludicrous kind of mar-
tyrdom, has something in it proper enough 
to tiie nature of his offence. 

T h e r e is indeed a preat objection against 
th ismanner of treating them. Zeal for re-
ligion is of so effective a nature that it sel-
dom knows where to rest : for which reason 
1 am afraid, after having discharged our 
atheiMs, we might possibly think, o( shoot-
mg off our sectaries; and as one does not 
foresee the vicissitudes of human affairs, it 
might one time or other come to a man's 
own turn to fly out of the mouth of a demi-
culverin. 

If any of my renders imagine that I have 
treated these gentlemen in too ludicrous a 
manner, I must confess, f i i rmyown part, I 
think reasoning ^ i n s t sucli unbelievers, 
upon a point that shocks the common sense 
ef msnkind, is doing them to© great an ho-
nour, giving them a figure in the eve of the 
world, and making people fancv that thev 
have more in them than they-really have." 

As forthose persons who have anv scheme 
r l relieious worship, I am for treating such 
with the utmost tenderness, and should 
endeavour to show them their errors with 
the greatest temper and humanitv; but as 
these miscreants nre for throwing "down re-
ligion in genera!, for stripping mankind of 
what themselves own is of excellent use in 
aJl great societies, without once rffering to 
c^tHblish anything in the room of it, I think 
the best wav of dealing with tliem, is to re-
tort th^ir own weapons iip-n them, which 
ai'e those of icom and mockeiT. X. 

No. 590,] U'cdnnday, May 28, 1712. 
N i n lo. i>«i n„ i , f a w i ^ n r l o id o u o d n o n d t w i 

iiii[Hid(iili» n o i B f n e C u j c r p dobMnus. TuU. 

I t i« n o t by M u . h i n e , Irnt by n o t d n i n t ivMii unbf • 
c^iriiiij., i n e l H-e o u g h i t o p i a c d a ; i i i i » i h e i m u u i a t i o n 
uf i i n p j d e n c £ . 

MAKY are the epistles I receive fi"om 
ladies extremely atllicted that thev lie 
under the ob^en-ation of scandalous people, 
who love to defame their neighbours, and 
make the unjustest interpi-etation of inno-
ctnt and indifferent actions. Thev describe 

their own behaviour so unhappily, that 
there indeed lies some cause of susjncion 
upon them. I t is certain, that there is no 
authority for pcreons who liave nothing else 
to do, to pass away hours of conversation 
upon the miscarriages of other people; but 
since they will do so, thev who value their 
reputation should be cautious of appear-
ances to their disadvantage: but very often 
our young women, as well as the middle-
aged, and the gay part of those growing 
old, without entering into a formal league 
fi)r that purpose, to a woman, agree upon 
a short way to preserve their characters, 
and go on in a way that at best is onlv not 
vicious. T h e method is, when an ill-natured 
or talkative girl has said any thing that heara 
hard tipon some p a n of anothei^s carriage, 
this creature, if not in any of their little 
cabals, is nin down for the most censorious, 
dangerous body in the world. Thus they 
guard their reputation rather than their 
modest)^; as if ^ i l t lay in being under the 
imputation of a fault, and not in a commis-
sion of it. Orbicilla is the kindest poor 
thing in town, but the most blushing crea-
ture living. I t is true, she has not lost the 
sense of shame, but she has lost the sense 
of innocence. If she had more confidence 
and never did any thing which ought to 
stain her checks, would she not be much 
more modest, without that ambiguous suf-
fusion which is the livery fjoth of guilt and 
innocence? Modesty consists in being con-
scious of no ill, and not in being ashamed 
ofha\ ' ing done it- When people go upon 
any other foundation than the trutli rf their 
own hearts for the conduct of their actions, 
it lies in the power cf scandalous tongues to 
caiTy the world before them, and make 
the rest of mankind fall in with the ill for 
fear of wproach. On the other hand, to do 
what you ought, is the ready way to make 
calumny cither silent, or in effectually ma-
licious. Spenser, in his Fairv Queen, says 
admirably to young ladies under the dis-
tress of being defamed: 

' T l ie bMI.- s a i ^ b», • t h « l I r « n yrai t d v i w . 
I s t n avoid Ih ' occasir>n c f Ihp i j l ; 

F o r n h r n l b e r a i l K ' . w h c n c i ' f v i l i jolh j r i w , 
JlrmoTt'ci i!». (h ' • ' f l ^ t m n y a p e t h s i i i i . 

A b s t a i n f r o m | i |pa«i i r f . a n d r i - j i r s i n vorir wi l l , 
S i i M r u d ^ i r f . a n d hriill" |c>o»- rl .- l ichl: 

Vv franiv riin, a n d f . i rbcar v o u r Bl l : 
Ph i in w ^ w a y . itiiiT U l k in opt n si ir l i t ; 

So shal l you soon roj ia i r your j i n * . i i l t v i l p l i f h i . ' 

Instead of this care over their words and 
actions, recrinmcnd?d by a poet in old 
queen Bess's the modem way is to 
say and do what V( u please, and yet be the 
pi-ettiest sort of "^^oman in the w r M . If 
fath<Ts and bnxluTs will defend a lady's 
honour, she is quite as safe as in hev own 
innocence. Many of the distressed, whu 
suffer under the malice of evil tongues, are 
so hai-mless, that the)' are even- day they 
live asleep till twelve at noon; ccncem 
themselves with nothing but their own per-
sons till two; take their necessary food be-
tween that time and fou r ; visit, go to the 
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play, and sit up at cards till towards the 
ensuing mom; andthenialicinus world .shall 
draw conclusiwis from innocent glanccs, 
short whispers, or prettv familiar raiUents 
with fasliionabie men, that these fair ones 
are not as risid as vestals. It is certain, 
say these 'eoodest ' creaturcs, very well, 
that virtue does not consist in constrained 
beliaviour and wry faces; that must be al-
lowed: but there is a decency in the aspect 
and manner of ladies, contracted from a 
habit of virtue, and from general reflec-
tions that regard a modest conduct, all 
which may be understood, though thev 
cannot be described. A young woman of 
this sort claims an esteem mixed with affec-
tion and honour, and meets with no defa-
mation; or, if she does, the wild malice is 
overcome with an undisturbed persever-
ance in her innocence. T o speaK freely, 
there are such coveys of coquettes about 
this town, that if the'peace were not kept 
by some impertinent tongues of their own 
sex, which keep them under some re-
straint, we should have no manner of en-
gagement upon them to keep them in any 
tolerable order. 

As I am a Spectator, and behold how 

Elainlv one part of woman-kind balance the 
shaviour M tfie other, whatever I may 

think of tale-bearers or slanderers, I can-
not wholly suppress them, no more than a 
general would discoura^ spies. T h e enemy 
Would easilv surprise him whom they knew 
had no intelligence of their motions. I t is 
so far otherwise with me, that I acknow-
ledge I permit a she-slanderer or two in 
every quarter of the town, to live in the 
characters of coquettcs, and take all the 
innocent freedoms of the rest, in order to 
send me informationof the behaviour of the 
respective asterhoods. 

But as the matter of respect to the world 
which looks on, is carried on, mcthinks it 
is so v e ^ easy to be what is in general 
called virtuous, that it need not cost one 
hour's reflection in a month to deserve that 
appellation. It is pleasant to hear the 
pretty rogues talk of virtue and vice 
aniong cach other. ' S h e is the laziest 
creature in the world, but I must confess, 
strictly virtuous; the peevishest hussy 
breathing, but as to her viitue, she is with-
out blemish. She has not the least charity 
for any of her acquaintance, but I must 
?llow her rigidly vlttuous.' As the unthink-
ing part of the male world call every man 
a man of honour who is not a cowai'd; so 
^^c crowd of the other sex terms every 
womin who will not be a wench, virtuous. 

T . 

S9I.] Thurxiay, May 29, 1712. 
T — NrtTi t u prec« pMcis e m a c i , 
UuK nifli geduct i s neqtipa!< coinmitUire ilivi^ ^ 
A ' b o Q i p t t r a p r o c e t i i m i a c i t a l ibabi t ac€ r ra . [ i iwun-M 
Hftiid cu iv i s p t o m p t u m «B1, m u r m u r q u e h u m i l e s i j u e 
Tcillew de leinpliB: e l a p e r i o Tivere vo te . 
w i i « t ) c i r i a , f a m « , f i d e s ; b r c c l e r e . e i u t a u i i i a t h n s p e a , 
" l a aibi i n t r o r a u m PI s u b l inzuf i i ra tnunnnr&T: 0 «I 

V O L . i r . 1 5 

EbulliC p s i m i p r j t c l a r i im f a n u s f £ t O si 
ftub r a s t r o c r f pet a r ^ ^ u i i m ih i » n a l ipxtro 
Herci t le) pupi l l i imve u c i n a m , quein p r u x i m u s h z m 
Impel lo . e ^ p t i n g a m ! Pers. S a l . i i . v . 3. 

- T h o o k n o w ' s t i n jotD 
N o bribe unhatk>w'i l t o a p<&yer of 
Tt l inp , wh ich can e v ' r y e a r ' s ful l l e s t a b i J e , 
N o r need be m u t i r r M t o t h e goda aaii le! 
N o . t h o u a loud nii iv '»t t h y p o t i t j o n a t r u s t : 
T h o i i need ' s t n u t wh i spe r , o t h e r j t reat une« m u a t . 
F o r fi^w, HI? Tricnd, f e w d a r e l ike t hee be p l a i n , 
A n d p r a y e r ' s l o w ar t i f ice s h r i n e s d i a d a i n . 
Fpw f rorn t h e t r pioiis m<t i t i b l i n^ d a r e «1epatl, 
A n d m a k e profescion of the i r i n m o s l h e a r t . 
K e e p tjie, i n n l u l ^ n i K e a v e n , througl i l i fe a inccre . 
K e e p mv mirnl sound , m y r e p u t a t i o n c l ee r , 
T h r s e w i s h e s t b e v ' c a n s | x a k , ttnd u e can hea r . 
T h u s tkr t h e i r w a n t s a r e a u d i b l y ezpresa 'd ; 
T l ien s i n k s t h e voice, a n d m u t t r r i n g g r o a n s t h e rest . 
H e a r , hea r a t l eng th , (rood ITpmiles, m y v o w ! 
0 c h i n k f ^ i o e p o t o f ^nld h e n e a l h m y p lowf 
Cou ld 1, O could I t o m y r a v i s b ' d eyea 
Sec m y r ich unc le ' s poo ipaus f u n e r a l r i s e ; 
O r could I once m y w a r d ' s cold corpse a t c e a d ; 
T f t en all we re m i n e J' 

WHERE Homer represents Ph«Enix, the 
tutor of Achillcs, as persuading his pupil to 
lay aside his resentment, and give himself 
up to the entreaties of his countrymen, the 
poet, in order to make him speak in cha-
racter, ascribes to him a speech full of 
those fables and allegories which old men 
take delight in relating, and which are very 
proper for instruction. ' T h e gods,' says 
he, • suffer themselves to be prevwled upon 
bv entreaties. W h e n mortals liaveofTcnd-
ed them by their transgressions, they ap-
pease them by vows and sacrifices. You 
must know, Achilles, that prayers are the 
daughters of Jupiter. They are crippled 
by frequently kneeling, have their face.s 
full of scars and wrinkles, and their eyes 
always cast towards heaven. They are 
constant attendants on the goddess Ate, 
and march behind her. This goddess walks 
forwai-d with a bold and haughty air; and, 
being very light of foot, runs through the 
whole earth, grieving and afflicting the 
sons of men. She gets the start of Pi-ayers, 
who always follow her, in nrder to heal 
those persons whom she wounds. He who 
honours these daughters of Jupiter, when 
thev draw near to him, receives great bene-
fit from them; but as for Mm who rejects 
them, they entreat their father to give his 
orders to the goddess Ate, to punish him for 
his hardness of heart . ' This noble allegtiry 
needs but little explanation; for, whether 
Uie goddess Ate signifies injurv, as some 
have explained it; or giult in sencval, as 
others; or divine justice, as l a m more apt to 
think; the interpretation is obvious enough. 

1 shall prtxluce another heathen fable 
relating to prayers, which is of a more di-
verting kind. One would think by some 
passages in it, that it was composed by I .u-
cian, or at least by some author who has 
endeavoured to imitate his wav of writing; 
but as dissertations of this nature aî c more 
curious than useful, I shall give my reader 
the fable, without any further inquiries 
after the author. 

• Menippus the philosopher was a second 
time taken up Into heaven by Jupiter, when 
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fnr tiis c-iitertalnment, he lifted up a t rap-
door that was placcd bv his footsCt»l. A t 
its risinR, tliere issuecf thnmgli it such a 
nin of cricfi as astrnisheil the philosopher. 
Upon his asking what thcv meant, Jupiter 
told him they were the prarc rs that were 
sent up to hini from the earih. Mcnippus, 
amidst the coiifusirn nf voiccs, which was 
sogfeat that nothing less than the ear of 
Jove could diKtinguish them, heard the 
words " r iches , honmir," and " l o n g l i f e , " 
lepeated in iievcral different tones and lan-
guages. \ \ hen the first hubbub of sounds 
was over, the trap-door being left open, 
the voices came u p more separate and dis-
tinct. T h e f i r s t p r a y e r w a s a v e r y odd one' 

Piter 
his 

it came from Athens, and desired Ju 
to increase the wisdom and beard c 
humble supplicant. Mcnippus knew it by 
the voice to be the praver o^ his friend L i -
cander the philosopher! This was succeed-
ed bj- the petition of one who hail just laden 
a ship, and promised Jupiter, if he took 
care of it, and returned it home agjiiu full 
of riches, he would make him an offering 
of a silver cup. Jupiter thanked him for 
nothmg! and bending down his ear more 
attentively than oitlinarv, hcarci a voice 
complaining to him of the cruelty of an 
Ephesian widow, and begged him to breed 
compassion in her heart. " T h i s , " says 
Jupiter, " is a very honest fellow. I have 
received a great deal of inccnsc from him; 
I will not be so cruel to him as not to hear 
his p rayers . " He was then interrupted 
with a whole volley of vows which were 
made for the health of a tyrannical prince 
by his subjects, who prayed for him in his 
presence. Mcnippus was surprised after 
having listened to i>ravers offered u p with 
so much anlour and ttevotion, to hear low 
whispers from the same assembly, expos-
tulatmg with J m e for suffering- sucli a 
t\Tant to hve, and asking him how his 
thiirder could lie idle? Jupiter was so 
offended with these prevaricating rascals, 
that he took down the first vows, and puffed 
away the las t T h e philosopher, seeing a 
great cloud mounting upwards, and malting 
^ way directly to the trap-door, intiuired 
rf Jupiter what it meant. " T h i s , " says 
Jupi 'er, " i s the smoke of a whole lieca-
tomb that is c^ered me by the general of 
^ a n w , who is verv importunate witli mc 
to let hitn cut cfF a hundred thousand men 

i're drawn up in array against him. 
w n a t does the impudent wretch think I 
see m him, to believe that I will make a 
sacnhce of so many mortals as g o ^ as him-
selt, ana all this to his gloi-v forsootli? But 
hark! says Jupiter, " t h k - e is a voice I 
never heard but in time of danger: 'tis a 
rogue that IS shipwrecked in the Ionian 
sea. 1 saved.him on a plank but three days 
ago upon his promise to mend his manners ' 
the scoundrel is not worth a groat, and yet 
ha-s the impudence to offer me a temple, if 
1 will keep him from sinking._But yon-
de r , " says he, " is a special youth for you; 

he desires me to take his father, who keeps 
a great estate from him, out of the miseries 
of human life. T h e old fellow shall Jive 
till he makes his heart ache, J can tell him 
that for his pains." This was followed u p 
by the soft voice of a pious lady, desiring 
Jupiter that she might appear amiable and 
charming in the sight of her emperor. As 
the philosopher was reflecting on this ex-
traordinary 
wind throug 

Jetition, there blew a gentle 
- the trap-door which he at 

hr^st took for a gentle gale of zephyrs, but 
^ c r w a r d s found it to be a breeze of sighs. 
T h e y smelt strong of flowers and incense, 
and were succeeded by most passionate 
complaints of wounds and torments, fire 
and arrows, cruelty, despair and death. 
.Menippus fancied that such lamentable 
cnes arose from sonie general execution, 
or from wretches lying under the torture; 
but Jupiter told him that they came u p to 
hira from the isle of Paphos, and that he 
every day received complaints of the same 
nature from that whimsical tribe of mortals 
who are called lovers. " I am so trifled 
with, • says he, " b y this genemtion of both 
sexes, and find it so impossible to please 
them, whether I grant or refuse their peti-
tion^ that I shall order a western wind for 
the luture to intercept them in their pas-
sage, and blow them at random upon ' the 
earth. T h e last petition I heard was from 
a very aged man of near a hundred years 
old, begging but for one v e a r m r r e of life, 
and then promisingtobecontented. " T h i s 
is the rarest old fellow!" says Jupiter- " h e 
has made this praver to me for above 
V ^ n t y years together, m e n he was but 
fifty years old, he desired onlv that he 
might live to see his son settled in the world: 
1 granted it. He then boeged the same fa-
vour /(T his daughter, and aftei-wards that 
he raight see the education of a grandson. 
V\ hen all this w.-us brouRht about, he puts 
up a petition that he mieht live to finish a 
house he was building. In short, he is an 
unreasonable old cur. and never wants an 
excuse; I will hear noinore of h im." Uixm 
which he flung down the trap-door in a 
passion, and was resolved to give no more 
audiences that day . ' 

Notwithstanding the levity of this fable, 
the moral of it very well dcser^-es nnr at-
tention, and is the same with that which has 
been inculcatcd by Socrates and Plato, not 
to mention Juvenal and Pcrsius, who have 
each of them made the finest satire in the i r 
whole works i ipm this suliject. 'I'hc vanity 
of men's wishes which are the na tu i ^ 
prayers of the mind, as well as many of 
those secret devotions which they offi-i- to 
the Supreme Bring, are sufiiciently expised 
by it. Among other reasons for set forms of 
prayer, I have often thought it a very 
one, that by this means the follv and ex-
travagance of men ' i desires may Rept 
within due bounds, and not bleak out B> 
absurd and ridiculous petitions on so great 
and solemn on occasion, 
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No. S92.] Friday, May 30, 1712. 
P^'i arnbajCT e l m j n i ' l c r i a Je r t rum 

n rc i i i i l a i i dus e^C I iber sp i r i l i i s . Pttm. 
Rf ftnn? sfinrs, 
A n d c ia in i? t h e i i i in idt ry o f jKrav 'nly p o w « r s . 

7'AE tranafurmaliBn of Fiddio into a hok-
ing-glaas. 

'MR. SPKCTATOR,—I was lately at a 
tea-tal>le, where soine young ladies enter-
tained the companv with a relation of a co-

uette in the neighbourhood, who had been 
iscovered practising before her glass. To 

tarn the discourse, which from being witty 
^ w to be maliciouS; t he matron of the 
lumily took occasiim from the subject to 
wish that there were to be found amongst 
men such faithful monitors to dress the 
mind by, as we consult to adorn the body. 
She added, that if a sincere friend were 
miraculously changed into a looking-glass, 
she should not be ashamed to ask its advice 
very often. This whimsical thought work-
ed so much upon my fancy the whole even-
ing, that it pi^Dduce^ a very odd dream. 

• Methought that, as I stood before my 
glass, the image of a youth of an open in-
genuous aspect appeared in it, who with a 
shrill voice spoke in the following manner: 

" T h e looking-glass you see was hereto-
fore a man, even I, the unfortunate Fidelia. 
I had two brothers, whose deformity in 
shape was made m> by the clearness of their 
understanding. I t must be owned, how-
ever, that (as it gcnerdliy happens) they 
had each a perverseness of humour suitable 
to their distortion of body. T h e eldest, 
whose belly sunk in monstrously, waa a 
great coward, and, though his splenetic 
contracted temper made him take fire im-
mediately, he made objects that beset him 
appear ^ a t e r than they were. T h e se-
cond, whose breast swelled into a bold re-
lievo, on the contrary, took great pleasure 
in lessening every thmg, a i iawas perfectly 
thereverseofhisbrother . Theseixltlnesses 
p l e a ^ company once or twice, but dis-
gusted when often seen; for which reason, 
the young gentlemen were sent from court 
to study mathematics at the univeraty. 

" I need not acqu;iint you, that I was very 
Well made, and reckoned a bright polite 
gentleman. 1 was the confidant and darling 
of all the fair ; and if the old and ugly spoke 
ill of me, all the world knew it was becausc 
I scorned to flatter them. No ball, no as-
sembly, was attended till I had been con-
sulted. Flavia coloured her hair before 
jye, Celia showed me her teeth, Panthea 
heaved her bosom, Cleora brandished her 
diamond; I have seen Cloe's foot, and tied 
^tificially the garters of Khodope. 

" It is a general maxim, that Diose who 
U® "P'^" themselves can have no violent 

for another; but on the con t ran , 
' found that the women's passion rose for 
j j e in proportion to the love they bore to 
'hemselves. This was verifiecl in my 
8inaar with Narcissa, who was so constant 

to me, that is was pleasantly said, had I 
been little enough, she woufd have hung 
me at her girdle. T h e most dangerous 
rival I had, was a gay empty fellow, who 
by the strength of a long intercourse with 
Narcissa, joined to his natural endowments, 
had formed himself into a perfect resem-
blance with her. I had been discai^ed, had 
she not observed that he frequently asked 
my opinion about matters of the last con-
sequence. This made me still more con-
siderable in her eye. 

" T h o u g h I was eternally caressed by 
the ladies, such was their opinion of my 
honcur, that I was never envied by the 
men. A jealous lover of Xarcissa one day 
thought he had caught her in an amorous 
conversation: for, though he was at such a 
distance that he could hear nothing, he 
ima.a;ined strange things from her airs and 
gestures. Sometimes with a serene look 
she stepped back in a listening posture, 
and brightened into an innocent smile. 
Quickly after she swelled into an air of 
majesty and disdain, then kept her eyes 
half shut after a languishing manner, then 
covered her blushes with her hand, breathed 
a sigh, and seemed ready to sink down. 
In rushed the furious lover; but how great 
was his surprise to see no one there but the 
innocent Fidelio with his back against the 
wall betwixt two windows! 

" I t were endless to recount all my ad-
ventures. I.ct me hasten to that which 
cost me my life, and Narcissa her happi-
ness. 

" S h e had the misfortune to have the 
small-pcx, upon which I was expressly 
forbid her sight, it being apprehended that 
it would increase her distemper, and that 
I should infallibly catch it at the first look. 
. \ s soon as she was suffered to leave her 
bed, she stole out cf her chamber, and 
found me all alone in an adjoining apart-
ment. She ran with transport to her dar-
ling, and witho»it mixture of fear lest I 
should dislike her. But, oh mel what was 
her fu iy when she heard me say, I was 
afraid and shocked at so loathsome a spec-
tacle! She stepped back, swollen with 
rage, to see if 1 had the insolence to re-
)cat i t I did, with this addition, that 
ler ill-timed passion had increased her 

ugliness. F.ni"aecd, inflamed, distracted, 
she snatched aoodk in , and with all her 
force stabbed me to the heart. Dying, 1 
preserved my sincerity, and expressed the 
t ruth though in broken words; and by re-
proaciiful grimaces to the last I mimicked 
the deformity of my murderess. 

" C u p i d , who always attends the fair, 
and pitied the fate of so useful a servant as 
I was, obtained of the destinies, that my 
body should remain incorruptible, and re-
tain the qualities my mind had possessed. 
I immediately lost the figure of a man, and 
became smooth, polished, and bright, and 
to this day am the first favourite of the 
ladies." T . 
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N a 393.] Saturday, May 31, 1713. 
Kescio q u a pr%ier sol icum d u l c « d i n 9 ) r t i . 

P^t'g O u i r f . i . 4 I 2 . 
Uai ia i ia l ewcoiri«M pure r jrk/ft inspires . 

L O O X I S G over the letters that have been 
sent me. I chanced to find the following 
one, which I received about two years ago 
from an ingenious friend who was then in 
Denmark. 

' Copenhagen, May 1, 1710. 
' D E A B S I R , — T h e spring with you has 

already taken possession of the fields and 
woods. Now is the season of solitude, and 
of rao^'ing complaint.s upon trivial suffer-
ings. Now the griefs of lovers begin to 
flow, and the wounds to bleed afresh. 1, 
too, at this distance from the softer climates, 
am not without my discontents at present. 
You may perhaps laugh at me for a most 
romantic wretch, when I have disclosed to 
vou the occasion of mv uneasiness; and yet 
I cannot help thinking my unhappiness 
real, in being confined to a' region which 
is the very reverse of Paradise. T h e seasons 
here are all of them unpleasant, and fhe 
country quite destitute of rural charms. I 
have not heard a bird sing, nor a brook 
murmur, nor a breeze whisper, neither 
have I been blest with the sight of a flow-
ery meadow, these two years. Every wind 
here is a temptest, and every water a tur-
bulent ocean. ! hope, when you reflect a 
little, you will not think the grounds of my 
complaint in the least frivolous and unbe-
coming a man of serious thought; since the 
love of woods, of fields and flowers, of rivers 
and fountains, seems to be a passion im-
planted in our natures the most early of any, 
even before the fair sex had a being. 1 
am, sir. See. 

Could I transport myself with a wish, 
from one country to anotfier, I should choose 
to pass my winter in Spain, my spring in 
Italy, my summer in England, and^my au-
tumn in France. Of all these seasons there 
is none that can vie with the spring for 
beauty and delightfulness. It bears the 
same figure among the seasons of the year, 
that the morning does among the divisions of 
the day, or youth among the stages of life. 
The English summer ispleasanter than that 
of any otner country in Europe, on no other 
account but because it has a greater mix-
ture of spring in it. T h e mildness of our 
climate, with those frequent refreshments 
of dews and rains that fail among us, keep 
up a perpetual cheerfulness in our fields, 
and fill the hottest months of the year with 
a lively verdure. 

In the opening of the spring, when all 
nature begins to recover herself, the same 
animal pleasure which makes the birds 
sing, ana the whole brute creation rejoice, 
rises very sensibly in the heart of man. I 
know none of the poets who have observed 
so well as Milton those secret overflow-
ings of gladness which diffuse themselves 

through the mind of the beholder, upon 
surveying the gay scenes' of nature: he has 
touched upon it twice or thrice in liis Pa-
radise Lost, and describes it verv beauti-
fully under the name of ' vernal delight,' in 
that passage where he represents the devil 
himself as almost sensible of it: 

Blossoms anti f h i i i s fit once a golden b u e 
Appear 'd , w i t h c a y enameU'd colour* m i s t : 
On w h i f h the s u n mopp jflad impresB'd h is t ^ a m a 
T f t a n m fa i r e v o n i n g cloud, o r humid bow, 
WbPD God )iatb ehowct 'd the e a r t h ; so lovely K e m ' d 
T h a t land^ft ip, and o f p r i r e n o w purer a i r 

bift a p ^ > a c h , and t o the bea rc ioapirea 
V e r n a l del ight , and J o ; able t o d r ive 
All aadnesa, bu t despa i r , dec. 

Many authors have written on the vanity 
of the creature, and represented the bar-
renness of everything in this world, and its 
incapacity of producing any solid or sub-
stantial happiness. As discourses of this 
nature are very useful to the sensual and 
voluptuous, those speculations which show 
the bright side of things, and lav forth 
those innocent entertainments which are to 
be met with among the several objects that 
encompass us, are no less beneficial to men 
of dark and melancholy tempers. It was 
for this reason that I endeavoured to re-
commend a cheerfulness of mind in my two 
last Saturday's papers, and which I would 
still inculcate, not only from the considera-
tion of ourselves, and of that Being on whom 
we depend, nor from the general survey of 
that universe in which we are placed at 
present, but from reflections on the par-
ticular season in which this paper is writ-
ten. The creation is a perpetual feast to 
the mindof agood man; everv thing he sees 
cheere and delights him. Providence has 
imprinted so many smiles on nature, that it 
IS impossible for a mind which is not sunk 
in more gross and sensual delights to take 
a survey of them without several sccret 
sensations of pleasure. The psalmist has, 
in several of his divine poems, celebrated 
those beautiful and agreeable scenes which 
make the heart glad, and produce in it that 
vernal delight which I have before taken 
notice of. 

Natural philosophy quickens this taste 
of the creation, and renders it not onlv 
pleasing to the imagination, but to the un-
derstanding. It does not rest in the mur-
mur of brooks and the melody of birds, in 
the shade of groves and wotxis, or in the 
embroidery of fields and meadows; hut ccm-
siders the several ends of Providence which 
are served by them, and the wonders of 
divine wisdom which appear in them. It 
heightens the pleasures of the eye, and 
raises such a rational admiratirei in the 
soul as is little inferior to devotion. 

It is not in the power of every one to 
offer up this kind of worship to tfie great 
Author of nature, and to indulge tliese 
more refined rneditations of heart, which 
are doubtless highly acceptable in his siglit; 
I shall therefore conclude this short essay 
on that pleasure which the mind naturally 
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conceives f rom the presen t season of the 
year , by the recommending of a prac t ice 
for which every one has sufficient abilities. 

I would have my readers endeavour to 
moralize this natural pleasure of the soul, 
and to improve this vernal dciight, as Mil-
ton calls it, into a Christ ian virtue. W h e n 
we find ourselves inspired with this p l e a a n g 
instinct, this secret satisfaction and compla-
cency arising from the beauties of the c rea -
tion, let us consider to whom w e stand in-
debted for all these entertainments of sense, 
and who it is t ha t thus opens his hand and 
fills the world with good. T h e apostle in-
structs us to t ake advantage of our present 
t emp e r of mind, to graft upon it such a re -
ligious exercise as is part icularly conform-
able to it, by tha t p r ecep t which advises 
those who a re sad to pray , and those who 
a re merry to sin^ psalms. T h e cheerful-
ness of hea r t which springs u p in us f rom 
t h e survey of na ture ' s works , is an admira-
ble preparat ion for gratitude. T h e mind 
has gone a grea t wav towards praise and 
thantsgiving, tha t is filled with such secret 
gladness—a grateful reflection on the su-
p r e m e cause who produces it , sanctifies it 
in the soul, and p v e s it its p rope r value. 
Such an habi tual disjwsltion of mind conse-
cra tes every field and wood, tu rns an ordi-
n a r v walk into a morning or evening sa-
crifice, and will improve those transient 
g leams of joy which natural ly brighten up 
and refresh the soul on such occasions, into 
a n inviolable and perpe tua l state of bliss 
and happiness. I-
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I HAVE been considering t h e l i t t le and 
frivolous things which give men accesses to 
one another, and power with each other, 
not only in the common and indifferent ac-
cidcnts of life, but also in mat ters of grea ter 
importance. You see in elections for mem-
bers to sit in par l iament , how fa r saluting 
rows of old women, dr inking wi th clowns, 
and b a n g upon a level with the lowest par t 
of mankind m tha t wherein they themselves 
a rc lowest, their diversions, will ca r ry a 
candidate. A capacity for prostituting a 
man's self in h i s behaviour, and descending 
to tlie present humour of the vul gar, is per -
haps as good an ingredient as any other for 
making a considerable figure in the world; 
and if a man has nothing else or be t te r to 
think of, he could not m a k e his way to 
wealth and distinction by p ropere r me-
thods, than studying t h e part icular bent or 
inclination of people wi th whom he con-

verses, and working f rom the observation 
of such the i r bias in all ma t t e r s wherein h e 
has any intercourse wi th t h e m : for his ease 
and comfort he may assure himself, h e need 
not be at the expense of any grea t talent or 
vir tue to please even those w h o a re pos-
sessed of the highest qualifications. Pr ide , 
in some par t icular disguise or other , (often 
a secret to the proud man h imse l f ) is t h e 
most ordinary spring of action among men. 
You need no more than to discover wha t a 
man values himself for ; then of all things 
admire t ha t quality, but be sure to be fa j l -
ing in i t yourself in comparison of the m a n 
whom you coutt . I have heard , o r read , 
of a secretary of state in Spain, who served 
a pr ince who was h a p p y in an elegant use 
of the La t in tongue, and often wri t de-
spatches in it with his own hand. T h e king 
showed his secre tary a le t ter h e had wr i t -
ten to a foreign prince, and, under the colour 
irf asking his advice, laid a t r a p for h i s ap -
plause. T h e honest man read it as a fa i th-
ful counsellor, and not only excep ted against 
his ty in^ himself down too m u c h by some 
expressions, but mended the phrase in 
others. You may guess the despatches 
tha t evening did not t ake much longer 
time. M r . Secretary as soon as h e came to 
his own house, sent for his eldest son, and 
communicated to h im tha t the fiimily m u s t 
re t i re out of Spain as soon as possible: *for , ' 
said he, ' the king knows 1 understand Lat in 
be t te r than h e docs. ' 

T h i s egregious fault in a man of the world 
should be a lesson to all w h o would m a k e 
their fortunes; b u t r e p r d must be carefully 
had to the pet^on with whom you have to 
do; for i t is not to be doubted but a great 
man of common sense mus t look wi th secret 
indignation, o r bridled laughter , on all t h e 
slaves w h o stand around nim wi th ready 
faces to approve and smile at all he says in 
the gross. I t is good comcdy enougli to 
observe a superior ta lking half sentences, 
and playing an humble admire r ' s counte-
nance f rom one thing to another , with such 
perplexi ty , t ha t h e knows not w h a t to sneer 
in approbation of. But this k ind of com-
plaisance is peculiarly the manne r of courts; 
in all o ther places you must constantly go 
fu r the r in compliance wi th the persons you 
have to do witii, t han a mere conformity of 
looks and gestures. If you a rc in a country 
life, and would be a leading man, a good 
stomach, a loud voice, and rustic cheerful -
ness, will go a great way, provided you a re 
able to dr ink, and drink any thing. But I 
was just now going to draw the manner of 
behaviour 1 would advise peo])le to practise 
under some max im; and intimated, t ha t 
every one almost was governed by his pride. 
T h e r e was an old fellow about forty years 
ago so peevish and f re t ful , though a man of 
business, t ha t no one could come a t h im; 
but h e f requented a par t icular little coffee-
house, where he t r iumphed over every body 
at t r ick- t rack and backgammon. T h e way 
to pass his office well, was first to be insulted 
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