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A young scottish jourasliet rang me up one eveniag on May 1994,

and told me thet he wante %o write on article 1a the quality newspaper
"Seotland on Juaday / pectrun/* sbout J H 's 1ife,who hed been
the matron of the Scottich Nivelon Bosrding School in Budepest /Virds-
rarty utca 49-51/ from 1932 ¢111 1944, He heored thet I had been living
in the Boarding School from 1934  $i1l 1942, He asked: "I1f it is sesa
Pospible te epeak with re that evening?® I gather 4 everything I could
find about the 1life of my wonderful matron,who gzave o very importunt
influence in my 1life, and I was reelly shocked to think about the trash-

®a1 gtory of that rem-rksble woman,
fami??a was bown in 1897 neer Dumfriess and was descended fror a fapming

* A% the Academy of Dumfricse che learned Latin, Prench and
Germens Later che moved to Glasgow. She wes & vrelizious tescher ia her

"local church,ueen’s Park West, and teought ia the Junday School, Her
iream was a mikslonary work among Sastera Buropean Jewss vhen she
gspotted an edvert in the Church of Scotland Nagazine Life znd Vork

for a matron in o Budapest Vissio: School che applied at once.
When che set off for Hungary che had juet turned 35, In late June

of 1932 4 . H = ~ _ arrived at 51 VipSemarty utca,the Pest side of

the Danubes The schoel had more then 300 girle, meany of whor were
Jewish. About 50 were boarders. lany Jewlsh parente sent their deushters
to the school because they were poor to cope with their upbriasing,

For the children H had complets respouasibility.

She woe a mother for all of us, and she treated ue equally., She
was rigorous,but lovely. She hed a fantogtic heart, you slways felt
you were the one she loved most. She hed slrsedy secured a veputaticn
for remarkable diseretion and tact. Shek treated the seorctes of the
children very carefully. She gove herself fully to us. Carcfree
surmer holldey were spent lum a rented viila oan Lake Balaton, whers
we swam and played,

In 1939 she rcturncd ¢$i Scotland for the surmer., When the Cerman
invoded Poland ehe imredictely returaed to Hungary. The couatry wusan's
neutral rore, Horthy mainteined a relationchip with Hitler'y regive.

Urgent meseages were now nariving frov the Church of Secotlend ia

Zdinburgh ovdering H horee She refuseds 1f these children nced
we in the daye of suashine, how much more do they neecd me in the daye

of darkneee?"
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P
H gaw the future would be blewk, In 1944 derm:n troops

began o~cupying the country. ‘hen the time came to sew yellow

gstore on the clothes of her Jewieh children che wept at the izjustice

of it wll. Her ideal to convert the Jews wus bein: replaced by a
gimplar Christian deeire to protect them from hatred and dieerim%gga.

Once, one man who wae the member of thg Huagarian Wazi Party
/Arrowcross/ and was married with the cookiéy g ushger Ordered a
meal from the kitchen. Miecg Haining ssid that the food deetined for
her girle and angrily coafronted the men., He left ond wanted revense
on J i « Perhaps this blunder led to her death,

Adolf Edichmann delivercd T50.000 Jews including maay girles fror
the Fission. Two 58 officers on April 1944 marched to H '8
quarter, She was given 15 minutes to pack a suitease.She was tuken
to the basement of Gertap headgquarters, then to the prédson of PS
-uteca, Hight charfees were ranged againet her, than she realiged her
betrayer was the cook®g son 4in law,

She was crammeéd into & cattle truck along with more than loo
others., The deetinstion was Ogswiecir /Auechwits/, Her number was on
her forcarr 79467. She could see the overworked crematoris chimmey.

She eould write two lettere from there. In the last letter
on Juld 15 1944 she wrote: »BVER pewe  on the road to heaven
there are mounteins, further eway them ours to be surs, but still’
She died two days later. 5he wes 111 and she atarved to death,but
perhape she was sent to the guz chambers. She was 47.

The Scottish Fission esurvived the war ag a church only.

At her old churoh in Glaegow two etained glass windowe are
dedicated to her memory. In Jerusulem she is honoured at the Jad
Vaoshem Holoesuet Memorial., The school in'VirSemarty utca 49 the
former Scottish eschool,today etute sclhoel, precerved her neme with
& rlaque and a J H award ie given annuslly to the pupils,
who vigit Scotlend snd her birthplace.

Dhe believed thaut 211 humun beings are equal and therefore
ghe died.




