
L E T T E R
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  

GENTLEMEN o f  ENGLAND a n d  IRELAND,

ON THE

INEXPEDIENCY

OF A

FED ERAL UNION
BETWEEN THE

T W O  K IN G D O M S .

By  Sir J O H N  J. W . J E R V I S ,  Bart.

“  Omne in Prœcipiti <vitiqm ft ctit”  

All Crimea are at the Height Î !

DUBLIN printed :

LONDON, reprinted for J. D EBR ETT, oppofite Burling, 
ton Houfe, Piccadilly.

1798.



y

n

'i y v

n / . .  i

' r , ■ Í

<1 /



—

g e n t l e m e n ^

I h  E  prefent is a moft momentous 

Æ ra o f  the W orldj It muft conftitute 

a Period in the Annals o f  T im e  un

equalled in antient or modern Hiftory—  

almoft every Spot o f the known Globe 

{lands involved in Scenes o f  mutilating 

Confufion, fevering human Confidence 

by Violence and Fraud, from the well- 

tried and eilabiiihed Syftems of orderly 

Government ; and fubftkuting in their 

Room, the moil frantic Vifions o f  fu

ture Happinefs and independent Equa

lity, founded upon the moft innovating 

Power o f  certain coerfive new-fangled

A 2 Jurif-



Jurifdi&ions, whofe Judgments, as far 

as known to us, appear fubverfive o f 

all regulated Order, and whofe Autho

rity, being conflicted and eftabliihed 

upon the horrid Bails of Plunder and 

Murder, refiftlefsly pervades through 

thofe ill-fated and unhappy Countries, 

who have fubmitted or fubjedted them

selves to the Iron Y oke, with mer- 

cilefs and unceafing Fury, in the Ex- 

tindion c f  all Religion, and the

W aite and utter Deftrudion o f alt 
Property. „

In this State of Things, whilft all 

are apprehenfive o f  the evil Confe- 

quences for a T im e, at leaft, that are 

likely to enfue ; yet there may be 

Room to hope that human Nature, 

being reitored to Reafon, we may be 

pcimitted to attend to the more mi* 

nute Matters in Society. Under this

Hope,

[  4  ]
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Hope, I wiíh to draw your Attention 

to a Subject o f  lefs extenfive Import

ance than that in which the civilized 

World is engaged, although nearly as 

pro ten tous as any that ever attraded 

your Confideration ; becaufe it is one

that calls for your moit ferious D eli
beration.

* *>.

T h e  projected Union is the Subjeft

I allude to :----M ay I call it a Phæno-

menon, unexpected and o f  hideous 

AfpCa . - _ . i n its Nature fo deihudive, 

that I would wiih fondly to believe 

even the prefent Tim es, fo creative o f 

Novelty and Reproach, could not form 

or bring forth a more frightful Monfter. 

It is therefore ferioufly to be hoped, 

T hat the Report, though in general C ir

culation, is no other than the reiHefs 

learnings o f a certain Tribe o f mis

chievous S p e c u la te s ,  who range metho-
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dically from Kingdom to Kingdom, for 

the fpecial Purpofe of deftroying Con

fidence, and deranging Society : And

although I bslieve there can be no 

Ground for fuch circulated R.eport, yet, 

I deem it a duty to fubmit my Ideas 

of the Meafure ( if  it is in real Con

templation) to your Judgement. Arc 

we not fufficiently united ? Are not the 

Interefts o f both Kingdoms one and 

the fame, and depending on mutual 

Exertion ?— T h e Report, therefore, can

not bat be invented and promulged 

for iniquitous Purpofes as already men

tioned ; for it would be abfurd to 

imagine, that a Minifter who has 

ihown forth fo confpicuous for Ability 

and unwearied Perfeverance in an un

exampled Struggle for the Honour and 

Happinefs of the Britiih Empire, 

■ a gain ft the deftrudlive Principles in

culcated bv an indefatigable and inve-y

terate



[ 7 3

te rate Foe, could, for one Moment, 

meditate upon fo pernicious a Meafure, 

pregnant, as it muft be, with every 

M ifchief to the Realms o f  England and 

Ireland \

Y o u  w ill be pleafed to obferve, that 

iuppofing the Proje&ion to be founded, 

it is poffble the Event would be really 

productive o f  far greater Mifchiefs to 

the already almoft ruined Country o f  

Ireland, than in any Pofition it could 

become to the nervous Syilem  long 

iince eftablifhed in England ; becaufe, 

in the fir ft Place, England having an 

unrivalled Trade and Plantation C on

nexion, has it within her prefent W ill  

and Power, to reftrain and counter- 

reftrain the itrenuous Efforts o f  any 

Rival-Nation, not connected w ith the 

Meafures o f  her Finance or Govern

ment. N ex t, as to her Situation and In

fluence,



fluence, ihe is fo far fuperior in Strength 

to her ill-fated Neighbour and neareit 

Relative, that, although ihe is bound 

down by every T ie  o f  Blood and A f 

finity that can, or ever did fubfiit 

within difiin£t Kingdoms, ilill, in Con- 

travertion and Avoidance o f  obligatory. 

Acts, docs ihe manifeitly feek, through 

her legiflative Provifions, anxiouily to 

claim a predominant Controul over the 

flender Opportunities w hich’ ihe has 

afforded, with fcanty Hand and needy

Distribution, to a grateful and affectionate 
Sifter !

W h y  then ihall any ill-advifed Mea- 

fure be now judged expedient or ne- 

ceiTary to float itielf upon the public 

Mind and to create Alarm and Doubt 

to the brave,' the generous and the 

good, who have proved themfelves 

ever ready to devote their Lives and

Fortunes

i 8 1



Fortunes in aid and Suftentation o f  the 

Prowefs o f  a Country, already too much 

enriched through a Sudion o f  W ealth 

from Pole to Pole !

M y  laft- Queftion induces me farther 

to ftate to your Confederation, that E n g 

land, in point o f  her political Conftitu- 
»

tion, being rendered perfeft, or prefum

ing herfelf to be fo, would, in all poffi- 

bility, ’ endure this innovating encroach-
«

ment upon her fubfifting right o f  repre- 

fentation and Eflabliihment, with Apathy 

and Difmay, and o f  Cônfequence would 

not well endure or fubmit to an Inten

tion, not only contrary to, but finally 

fubverfive of, her legiilative Dignity : for 

prefently I ihall prove, that a well- 

balanced Confhtution, iuch as ihe now 

enjoys, unequalled by any other, muft 

feel the Shock that would be occafioned 

through an Introduction o f  new Vifages,

b whofe
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vvhofe palms being in ufage in the Realm 

o f  Ireland, might prowl about as Men in 

the dark, until difcovered by the Minifter s 

W and of Surprife, whofe metalic touch re- 

itores the blind to fight, as well as to other 

rapturous Feelings !

It is not fufficient to afíert Faéls, let 

us, from an extenfive view o f what has 

happened, and is likely to happen, feek to 

form a Judgment upon the future.

Upon a late lamented Event, namely, 

the temporary Rebellion in Ireland, the 

Kingdom o f England did nobly come© O
forward, in Mind and A£tion, to the 

aid and relief of their fuffering brethren 

in Ireland.— Many o f  the Corps o f that 

Militia, with peculiar and dignified Ge- 

nerofity, Volanteerxd the-ir Services to



quell a Rebellion, the nature and in

ducement to which I fhall not now tref- 

pafs upon you, in detail. I am alfo per- 

fuaded, that fuppofing a like direful 

event ihould happen in England, (which 

may Alm ighty God in his bountiful

M ercy prevent,) the honeil Yeom anry o f  

Ireland would, with undaunted Courage, 

unanimoufly folicit the favour o f  Per- 

miffion, to ruih forward to the dif

may and defeat o f  any foreign or do- 

meftic pnemies in Great Britain. I am 

then upon thofe true grounds, well war

ranted to pronounce, that fuch a na

tional reciprocity in Arm s, and federal 

Aition, conilitutes the moil beneficial 

Union, in fadt and effect, between the 

filler Countries.

It might be ilrongly urged, as fully 

fufficient to authorize Sufpicion, of the 

fuppofed Projection, being in real agita-

B 2 tion,

[ 11  ]



tion, that it has not been yet difavowed, 

by any Perfon empowered to difavow 

it. Therefore the public Alarm is hourly 

increafin0 in violent Prefumption ; whilft 

the feelings o f every Man, who yet re

mains in Poiïèffion o f  a fixed Property 

in the Country, are becoming more con- 

vulfed through apprehenfion and real fear, 

that the preponderating tokens o f  Ven

geance, hanging o’er his Head, will be 

realized, through a decifion againft him, 

as endlefs in its duration, as the E x ig 

ence of the Divinity, whom he awfully 

adores !

I muil alfo obferve, that it becomes 

incumbent and a Duty abfolutely ne- 

ceffary upon thofe in Power, i f  they are 

verily acquainted with fuch Projection, to 

difclofe and make known to you, who 

are the moft interefted Parties, what the 

Prologue o f fo novel- a Proportion en

tertains

[ 12 ]
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tertains— W h at are the Preliminaries ? 

W hat are the confolidating Truths ? 

W hat are the wonderful Inducements? 

W h o  are to have and retain the imme

diate Benefits to refult from the iniqui

tous Barter ? W lio  are the momentous 

Nobility that offer to fupport it ? W h o  

are the Honourable Commoners who 

wiih to exchange adverfe Situations for 

temporary Quietude ? W h a t are to become 

of public and private Creditors ? H ow  

is the capital C ity  o f  Dublin to be pre- 

ferved in her habitual Rights? And 

finally, how are the inherent Rights o f  a 

Great Nation to be preferved and handed 

down to Pofterity, undiminifhed and in

violate, as we received them from the 

Hands o f  our Anceftors ?

Thefe Inquiries naturally lead us to 

think it expedient, in order to form a

juft

I
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juft Opinion upon this momentous Sub

ject, that we ihould be fir ft acquainted 

w ith the exad Nature of the Meafure in , 

fuppofed Contemplation. In fhort, with 

the precife Articles of Stipulation to be 

finally adjufted between the two Countries, 

as the Bafis o f an Union ; and from our 

becoming in that Manner acquainted with 

the Minutiae of the Meafure, to form our 

Opinions and Conclusions for or againft a 

Propoikion of that Magnitude, which muft 

confequently involve the Happinefb or 

Mifery o f future Generations !— But I do 

fay, that although our becoming ac

quainted with t'nofe feveral Data, may 

feem abfolutely neceffary, yet it is to 

be apprehended, that let whatever Stipu

lation be adjufted in feeming Favour 

o f  Ireland, ftill it would be eafy, at 

any future Period, for a perverfe Mi-

nifter to violate the Contrait as to
the
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the weaker Country, in order to ac- 

compliih fome wicked Meafure, formed 

in DeftruCtion o f  the Liberties or R e

venues o f both, or either Countries. 

T h u s  all the mighty Soundings o f  fu

ture Grandeur and Freedom o f  Trade 

thrilling through our Ears, would va- 

niih in Air ; and therefore, fuch, or 

any Stipulation, be it ever fo alluring, 

muft be viewed by you as a delufive 

Fiâion.

I do farther fay, i f  any fuch Scheme 

ihall be propofed, that it may be fafely 

laid down as a Fa£t not to be contro

verted, that the main objed; w ill appear 

to be, the abfolute Annihilation o f  the Iriih 

Legiflature, thereby to enable an Engliih 

Majority, aéting under the DiCtum o f  any 

corrupt Minifter, to overwhelm the R e

venues o f this fated Nation, in an irre

deemable



deemable funded Debt, notwithftanding 

ihe is already linking under a like Species 

Oi Incumbrance, brought upon her w ith

in the ihort period of ten Years. T h e  

Meafure of a Union, be it propofed 

when it may, cannot ever originate 

amongft, or ;om e forward from, the 

real Friends o f Ireland— It muft derive 

its Strength in the Councils o f a Bri- 

tiih Cabinet. As that grand Objeit can 

have nothing in view but an unbounded 

Influence over Ireland, it muft mani- 

feftly appear to the weakeit Underftand- 

that the utter Extinguijlment o f her 

parliamentary Jurifdiblion will be the 

principal Aim and Objeót o f  Stipula

tion; and, in this Acquiiition, would 

all other fubordinate Coniiderations in- 

ilantly merge. Here would end Ire

land’s Security, and with it her Con- 

fequence !

Having

[ i6 ]
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Having premifed thus much upon a Sub- 

jedt, which I ftill flatter m yfelf will 

never be agitated, even by the moft 

hardy, it may not be either improper 

or improvident, (left it ihbuld make 

its Appearance,) to proceed in our E x 

amination o f fo important a Queftion ; 

and in order that we may come as clofe 

as Prefumption will permit, let us, for 

one Moment, turn our Eyes to a Pre

cedent, likely to be copied as the Ground

work o f  a fimilar Superftru&ure :— I 

mean the Scotch Union.— Upon this Q c- 

cafion, a few Reprefentatives o f  that 

Nation were transferred to the Britifh 

Senate ;— and thus ihe loft her L e g is 

lature ! ! !

In that Refpeft, the Union with Scot

land would be literally followed, and 

a Portion o f the quondam Reprefenta

tives of Ireland (as they might then

C be
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be called) be wafted over to England, 

thus at once to repofe in the Hands 

o f  Engliihmen, equally ignorant and 

regardlefs o f  Ireland’s Wants and Si

tuation, an unlimited Power over her

landed and monied Property :----This

therefore, being the firft great Arti

cle that the Propofers o f  an Union 

would have in Contemplation, on it 

w e may reft all the principal Mif- 

chiefs that fuch a grievous Circum- 

itance as the D efin ition  of the Par

liament o f  Ireland would be replete 

with to both Countries.— W h o  will tell 

me, that by the Death o f the Parlia

ment of Ireland, her Houfe o f Lords 

and her Commons-Houfe, ihe would 

not lofe two o f her Eilates out o f  

three ? T w o  o f  the integral Parts 

of her dearly valuable, and wonder

fully nice Conilitution ?----Her Knglijh

Ço?iJlituiion— the IV-ork of - Ages !— Her

begif-



[ 19 1

Leglflature, one Part o f  which holds the 

Balance between the Crown and the 

People, and maintains diftributive Juitice 

between Man and Man, as judges in the 

laft Refort, whilft the other, through 

its vigilant Care, protefts the Purfe o f  

the Nation from the Attacks o f every venal 

Minifter. Deftroy thofe two Branches o f 

her Conftitution, and the beautiful Fabric 

is in Ruins ! !

T h is  Circumftance, above all others, 

arifing from this hated Meafure, when 

duly confidered, m ull particularly arreft 

your Attention ; for to preferve this 

great Barrier o f  Society, the brave Y e o 

men o f that Country did come forward 

with the laft drop o f  their Blood, 

alike protecting every Branch o f her 

conftitution, as being all equally valua

ble and indifpenfable— Her King— Her

c 2 Lords



Lords— and her Commons— and mindful o f 

their own perfonal Danger laft o f all !—  

Are they then to have this Barrier wrefted 

from them, after having vanquiihed that 

defperate Party, who with Lethal-in- 

tentions to a matchlefs Conftitution, 

dared to attack this her Barrier for 

the Purpofe o f  overwhelming, in one 

common DeftruCtion— Her King— Her 

Lords— and her Commons ! ----No, Gen

tlemen, it cannot be ; they have proved 

themfelves too deferving o f its Pro-
» ^

teCtion.

Much, however, as this Defpoliation 

would ruin the Conftitution o f  Ire

land, it would add nothing to the 

Profperity of England ; nor would the 

Gentlemen o f the latter Country, (as 

living under a fimilar Conftitution to 

that which Ireland boafts to enjoy,)
* m *

wiih to fee a People fo clofcly con

nected



nefted w ith  them , as they are, in 

every R efpeft, deprived o f  that Barrier 

o f  L ife  and Property by w hich  them- 

felves are protefted ! —  ^ et a U N I O N  

could not be w ithout this Infringe

ment !

N o w  behold the fad T ra in  o f  Con- 

fequences, fucli a m elancholy C irc u m 

ftance w ould drag along w ith  it. A l l  

w h o  have their underftanding m uft 

perceive, at once, that w h en the few  

Reprefentatives o f  Ireland, w ould be 

tranfported to E ngland, they w ould, 

either naturally or artificially, as being 

the Minority, fall into the M ajority.—  

It certainly would be in vain for them  

to attempt offering any A rgu m en t or 

reafoning againft the w ill, or, as it 

might be called, the fixed  Opinion o f  

Britiih W e i g h t !  — T h e y  could have no 

Influence againft fuch a M ajority, as w ould

[ 21 ]



at all lim es be brought forward, and 

would ever prevail in Matters of Opi

nion, as well as Intereft. —  A  Majority 

that would ever be for leaning hard 

upon degraded Ireland; for it is clear, 

that if  any thing could induce thofe in 

Power at the Englifh Side o f  the Water, 

to wiih for the irrevocable Meafure o f  a 

U N IO N , o f Legiflatures, between the 

two Countries, it could only be with the 

Profpeit o f unjuitly obtaining Supplies, 

by draining Ireland, without having to 

call upon England. — W ould it not be 

in the Power o f a baneful Majority, 

headed by a fcheming Minifter, at any 

I ime to demand a Subfidy from Ire

land, at the Point o f  the Bayonet ; 

when neither the Scheme would be 

approved of, nor Supplies to be ob

tained from England ? It would be im- 

poflible upon fuch an Occafion, for
*9 *

the

[ 22 ]
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the few Reprefentatlves of Ireland, 

(even though they were difpofed to 

aft as one Man, in Support o f the

Rights o f  their Country,) to refill a

Torrent that would carry every thing 

before it ; notwithftanding a part of

fuch Majority might even be compofed 

o f  Men who ihould be fo ihort-iighted, 

not to fee it would be againfl: the fu

ture Intereft o f England, to monopo

lize the poor Earnings o f Iriih Induilry, 

for the temporary Object o f faving the 

Britiih Purfe. N or will it admit o f a 

Queftion, that the foie V iew  o f  the Pro- 

pofers o f fuch a provincializing Syftem, 

would be to facilitate a Road to Iriih

Spoil, and thus to acquire a momentary 

Confequence, by fqueezing the Vitals

o f  that Country.------ And here w'e may

add, that let what would be the Objedt 

of fuch a Jlripping Pow er, and though it 

would be inconfiilent with found Policy,

by

/

.
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by crujhing Ireland in this Manner, even 

the Britiih Empire would feverelv feel 

the Shock.— T o  tax Ireland, would be

come the Order o f the Day— that abomin

able Soil— that Country which the Eng- 

lifh have always been taught to look at 

with diftafte, would not then be fpared ; 

nor is the Idea an unnatural one, that 

Mankind being ever prone to ihift the 

Burden off their own, upon their N eigh

bours, Shoulders, Ireland, though the 

weaker, would be made the pack-mule on 

every Occafion.— Thus Ireland becoming 

deprived of her Power of Control over 

her Finances, nothing would remain to 

her o f an admired Conilitution, fave 

the Executive Branch ; inafmuch as the 

other Scale, together with the Hand 

that poifes the Balance, being cut off, 

her envied and glorious Bulwark of civil 

Society would crumble away, and vanifh 

for ever !

Thus

t 24 3



T hus, Gentlemen, would the G o 

vernment o f  both Kingdoms become

completely abfolute, i f  it was not to

be dependent on the Liberality o f  the 

People ; for we may fay with De 

Lolm e * It is ffill from the Com - 

mons o f  England pofleffing this power

f u l  Weapon, that the Monarchy is li-

mitted ; but i f  the Government had 

this uncurbed Power o f  obtaining Sub

sidies from Ireland, either by dired

or indirect Force, the boafted C heck

would be for ever loft to both N a

tions, for Government would not have 

to call upon the Liberality o f  the 

People o f  England : — T h is  would be

the Lofs o f  a Power which the fame 

Author importantly defcribes, where

he thus expreffes him felf— “  T h e  Right 

“  to grant Subfidies to the Crown,

(* Ch. 6. p .  7 4 ,  7 5 . )  ,

» “  poiTeifed

[  25 ]



“  poffeffed by the People of England, is 

“  the Safeguard of all their Liberties, re- 

“  ligious and civil : It is a regular Means 

“  conferred on them by the Conftitu- 

“  tion, o f influencing the Motion o f the 

“  Executive Power, and it forms the T ie  

« by which the latter is bound to them *.”

But a U N IO N , by enabling the Mi- 

nifter to form any Majority he pleafed, 

or by enabling him to exadt Subfidies 

from Ireland, would enable the Crown 

to render itfelf independent on the Eng- 

liih Commons, in regard to its Sup

plies, by forming in this W a y  a Di- 

viiion, which would be the likelieft 

Mode in the W orld o f Gripping the 

Engliih of this valuable Gem of their 

Independence, or Appendage of their 

Confequence, and is held forth by 

D e Lolme in the. following Words :

[  26 ]
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(in fpeaking o f the Danger o f the People 

o f England lofing their Privilege by a 

Divifion of this Right,^— Another D i- 

“  vifion o f  the Right o f  the People,

“  much more likely to take place than 

“  thofe juft mentioned, might be fuch as 

“  might arife from Acquifitions o f foreign 

“  Dominions, the Inhabitants o f  which 

“  ihould, in T im e, claim and obtain a 

“  Right to treat dire&ly with the Crown,

“  and grant Supplies to it without the 

Interference of the Britiih Legifla- 

“  ture

I have already ftated, that the nomi

nated Reprefentatives o f Ireland would 

be unable to item the Torrent o f  

Britiih W eigh t, although they might 

be inclined to do fo as one Man : — I 

fhall go farther, and fay, that it is

(* Ch. 20. p. 522.)

D 2 moil



moft certain that thofe very Men, from 

the novel Situation they would find them- 

lelves plunged in, would become ready 

and willing to betray and negled the 

Truft repofed in them by their Con- 

ihtuents; their neceffary long Abfence 

from Ireland, would lead the W a y  to 

their forming new Alliances and new 

Interefts: this, while it would render 

their new Refidence attracting, would 

tend to efface from their Memories and 

Eftimation, the true Interefts o f that 

Country they might fuppofitioufly be pre

fumed to reprefent.

Thus would they foon come to be un

mindful of the Charge repofed in their 

Hands, notwithftanding that a vigilant Dif- 

charge of their duty in that Behalf, could 

be the only Return in their Power to make 

to their Country for confiding fo impor

tant a T ru il to their Care:— But as they

would

i 28 ]



would have their Seats fecured fo r  Life^ 

which would completely anfwer evçry 

Purpofe for them.— Indeed, as they could 

have no real Influence in the Britiih 

Houfe, it would be ridiculous for their 

Constituents to trouble themfelves con

cerning them ; for whatever L aw s, urged 

by Whim or Interejl, Britiih Legiflation 

chofe to frame, could not be demurred to. 

Hence even the Sentiments o f the moil 

Loyal could have no W eight, either 

through the Reprefentative, or with him ; 

for the Power o f  Ele&ion, as well as all 

Check over the nominated Member, being:7 o
pulled from the Hands o f  the Gonftituent, 

but which has oftentimes proved to 

be beneficial, would be no more, and 

with it would go the Wealth and Hap- 

pinefs o f  the loyal People o f  Ireland—  

nor could that Applaufe which has 

ever followed a faithful Difcharge of

D uty,

I  29 j
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D uty, as it then would be either un

heard or unnoticed, be any longer a

Mode of rewarding Members for good 

Conduát, as a powerful Incentive to in

duce the Reprefentatives to adhere to 

the Interefts o f the Kingdom, in Pre

ference to Self-aggrandizement.— Thus, 

it is evident, there could be no Room 

to hope, while there would be much 

Reafon to fear, that the Reprefentative

would readily come to overlook, and

be regardlefs o f  his Country’s Welfare; 

nor is this all, for it would naturally

make the W ay eafy to ilill worfe Con

duit— to itudied A ils , diametrically op- 

poiite to their Country’s Good— and thus 

would they readily fall into the crafty

Defigns of any prodigal or profligate

Minifter, (for however I may admire 

the Engliíh Conftitution, I cannot pre

fume that it is to make all Men

equally
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equally juft and wife,) that might 

unfortunately come to be at the Head 

o f  Affairs.— 'They would, in ihort, be

come Inftruments within the Reach 

o f  fuch a Man, to affift in any dirty 

W ork , and to be ferved up as a Jlanding 

B ijh  on all Occafions, to the very 

great Difcomfiture and Annoyance o f  

the honeft Engliih Members, contrary 

to the Spirit o f  the Conftitution of E n g 

land, and the juft Diftribution o f  all its 

Parts, and thus no lefs injurious to the 

Privileges of Engliihmen, than thofe of 

Ireland.

But to take one more V iew  of Scot

land and her U N IO N , of which much 

has been attempted to be faid, by 

W a y ,  I fuppofe, o f  anological A r

gument, although ihe was differently 

fituated both in Point o f  Territory

and other adventitious Circumftances ;
let



let us, however, dwell for a little on that 
fancied Model.

W hen we confider what was the real 

ftate of that Country, at, and long 

before, her U N IO N  with England, we 

mutt fay there can be no Comparifon, 

nor ihould ihe be brought as a prece

dent now.—— She could not have been 

deemed an independent Country as Ire

land ; and, indeed, nature feemed to

intend ihe ihould not.---- Yet as to her

Situation at this moment, what muft

be fa id ?----W h y , that of two Evils,

though ihe may have chofen the leaft, 

territorially fituated as ihe is, ihe has 

np weight, nor could ihe carry any one 

point in oppofition to the Legiilative Af- 

lembly of England, even though her Sal

vation was at Stake !— W e muil there

fore admit, that nothing can compenfate 

for the Degradation ihe has fufFered by

[ 32 ]



her Union with, and Surrender of, all her 

legiilative Rights to that Country, fave 

the Peace and %uiet ihe has fo dearly pur- 

chafed !

Circumftanced as Scotland was ter

ritorially, with a powerful Neighbour, 

whofe Armies having only to ftep 

acrofs the T w eed , that Country could 

never deem herfelf fecure from A t-
*

tack, had ihe not come under due 

Subordination by a Union, and with 

it, a Relinquiihment o f  all her im

portant Rights ; iince which Period, 

although Edinburgh has extended its 

Limits beyond the Pale o f  a confined 

Hilly upon whofe Summit flood her 

ftrong Fort and W atch-T ow er, around 

which her crowded Inhabitants thought 

themfelves fafer than in the furround- 

ing Planet.— Yet nothing can, to my 

Underftanding, vindicate thofe (now

e  no

[ 33 ]



[ 34 ]
no more), who fuggefted and aided the 

Scheme, fave the putting a Stop to the 

perpetual Attacks that were to be daily 

dreaded from her Southern Neighbours, 

thereby fecuring, at leaft, the Peace and 

Safety of her People.— T h e Advantages to 

be derived from Peace and Quiet, 'were, 

no doubt, deemed, (without having re- 

courfe to Bribes,) far preferable to that 

State o f  predatory Warfare, that, to this 

Day, Scotland might have been fubjeft 

to, had no fuch Incorporation taken 

place.

The U N IO N , therefore, had a happy 

Effett, in conciliating the two jarring

Kingdoms ; and although the one loft 

her Legiflature, yet from the Territorial 

Contiguity o f both, there is no great 

Danger o f  the Parliament of England

dealing unfairly with Scotland, for the

P aÛage of the Tw eed is as free to

the
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the now Northern, as to the Southern 

Britons.— T o  keep Ireland down would, 

however, always be deemed neceflary, to 

make her yield to the frequent Burdens 

with which ihe would be loaded, not be

ing fo eafy o f  accefs as Scotland ; nor 

would there be any T h in g  to fear from 

her croiling the Iriih Channel. Permit 

me now to obferve, that I have merely 

alluded to the Scotch Union  ̂ to ihew 

that her Legiilature was, upon that Oc- 

caiion, merged in the Vortex o f  Engliih 

Power, and not to draw any inference 

therefrom, as, with SubmiíTion, 1 con

ceive the fame to be irrelevant to the 

prefent Queftion— — But to return to 

Ireland, N

Ireland is a Kingdom of no trifling 

E xten t; and, prior to the late Rebellion, 

was advancing with rapid Strides to

wards Improvement, notwithftanding

£ % the
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the many Checks íhe had from Tim e to 

Tim e received, from the Jealoufy o f her 

Sifter Kingdom, both in Manufacture 

and Commerce ; and thus while ihe has 

been of immenfe Service to the latter, by 

the unlimited Importation, and Con- 

iumption o f  her various Productions, 

without having ever experienced any 

thing like Reciprocity.— What, therefore, 

muft ihe not expeit to be faddled with, 

were ihe at the foie Mercy o f  her Elder 

Sifter ?

Ireland, divided as ihe is from E ng

land, can be fubjedt to no Inroads from 

her Eaftern Neighbours.— T h ey  have, 

by friendly Viiits, troubled her very 

little indeed, —  and confequently know 

nothing either of her Ŝtate, or of her 

Wants.— Happy is it for her, and I 

truft for your Sake, and of the Britiih 

Empire, that ihe has' her own diftinft

Parlia-

t
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Paliament, and a Parliament tóo that 

has, from time to time, framed for her 

moil wholefome Laws.— In ihort, ihe 

cannot find it expedient or neceffary 

to furrender that Bulwark, o f every 

thing that is great or good, for to 

purchafe Security from hoftile In

roads !

W h en  Rebellion did raife its Hydra 

Head againft the beft o f  Monarchs, 

and an envied Conftitution, (envied 

becaufe the nefarious find it a Shield 

againft conftru&ed Devaluation and M ur

der,) her gallant Sons, the Proprie

tors o f her Soil and W ealth, with de

termined Loyalty, and undaunted C ou 

rage, came forward and cruihed it.—  

T h e y  proffered their Blood, and their 

Treafure— for what? For the Protec

tion o f their King, their Country, and 

their L aw s.— And are they now, as a

Reward
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Reward for their Courage and their L o y 

alty, to have thofe Laws furreptitioufly 

taken from them ?

T h u s did Ireland, from her Aélivity 

and Spirit, call forth a Force, which, 

without having recourfe to foreign Aid, 

was fufficient to curb the many-headed 

Traitor.— -N or had ihe been backward 

within the W alls o f Parliament in vot

ing, and without its Doors, in fubferib- 

ing pecuniary Aid, during this unparal

leled W ar o f Aggreffion, on the part of 

a frantic Foe, for the purpofe o f repelling 

his feveral Attacks.

After this Digreifion, allow me once 

more to turn your Attention to the main 

Point in QueiKon, and afk whether the 

Annihilation of the Iriih Parliament, 

as already defcribed, would not be a 

fufficient Proof of the ruinous Tendency

of
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o f  a U N IO N  between the two Countries, 

without which it could not be.—— Here 

lies the Bane o f  the Meafure ; for with 

whatever glare o f  colouring the Propofi- 

tion may be blazoned, ftill “  Latet Anguis 

“  fubH erba  and any Bargain that might 

be made, as to a R ight o f  Reprefen^ 

tation, muft be coniidered as a mere 

Delujton.

Permit me, Gentlemen, to go flill far

ther, and fay, it would be better for Ire

land, could (he make fuch Surrender o f  

her Privileges, to pretend to no Right of 

Reprefentation whatever, as, in that Cafe, 

no vain Expectations could induce honeit 

Men to venture their Capitals, in uncer

tain Undertakings ; and thofe who might 

otherwife be the quondam Reprefentatives, 

with their Followers, would flay at 

home, and by their Money and their Pre

fence, encourage the Cultivation o f  her

Lands ;
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Lands ; for, under the fpecious Appear

ance of Reprefentation, ihe would have 

none in faéh I f  the Kingdom could be 

viewed, on that Occaiion, even as Scot

land, or be as certain o f Security as York- 

ihire, then we might confider the paucity 

o f Reprefentatives a Matter of no great 

moment ; but as a U N IO N  can be 

defired for no other Purpofe than to 

put the Minifter above the Liberality 

even o f  the Engli/h Commons, a ftrong 

Party in that Houfe, independent of 

the Iriih Members, inclined to ihield 

Ireland, would be the only Means of 

Security.— T h is, however, is not to be 

expefted ; for as it is to obtain a Party, 

indèpendent of the Engliih Members, 

that the Acquifition o f Iriih Force is 

fought for, fo they would, with fome 

others, become the very Perfons para

mount to the faithful Commons o f
0 #

England, as alluded to in the following

Words
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Words by D e Lolme— “  I f  any other 

“  Perfons, .befide the Reprefentatives o f  

“  the People, had a right to make an 

“  offer o f  the Produce o f  the Labour 

“ .o f  the. People, the Executive Pow er 

“  would .foon have forgot that it only 

‘ £ exifts for the Advantage o f  the Pub- 

« l i e * . ”

W hile  thus it is manifeft, that both 

Countries m uitbeled to the Brink o f Ruin, 

by fuch a Debafement .of public Rights, it 

cannot but appear alfo that both would fuf- 

fer extremely by the private Rights of the 

People o f  Ireland, now fully protected by 

her Houfe o f  Lords, as Judges in the lajl 

refort, coming to be finally decided upon 

by the Engliih Houfe o f  Peers, whither 

her appellant Jurifdidtion, along with a 

few of the Members of her Supreme

*  Chap. i .  p. 85.

F Judicature,
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Judicature, would be moved to.— I

particularly allude to the Right of 

Property.

This Inconvenience would give a fe- 

vere blow, indeed, to her Hopes o f far

ther Improvement.— N o Man could be 

fure of a fair Inveftigation o f  his juffc 

Claims. Hence I mayaik, would not this 

materially check her Progrefs in Com

merce and Manufactures, i f  not totally de- 

ilroy all Attempt that way ?— W ould not 

this be a necefiary Confequence from the 

belief that private Property was no longer 

fecure i

In this way one of the principal private 

Rights of Individuals, being Property, 

would come to be in a very precarious 

State truly, independent of the Attacks 

on it in the way o f Taxation. I f  Eng

land has flouriíhéd from the very

Reverfe,
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Reverfe, each Individual being fenfible 

of his excluiive Right to enjoy the va

rious Fruits o f his Induftry, w h y  ihould 

Ireland profper without this iecurity ? 

Quod rèftum, return ejl— may be the An- 

fwer o f fome, but in order that any ihould 

impi'pfs you, Gentlemen, with the Idea

that a great M iichief would not follow 

fuch an innovation in the Upper Houfe, 

the Judges o f Ireland in the laji refort I—  

let them, in denying my Pofition, prove 

their Premiies. But I fay, by this

would be loft the Check, which the 

Individual now has a Power o f bring

ing againft the corrupt Decifions of 

any future Judges who may come 

to prefide in our inferior Courts ; for, 

while the Remedy would come to ap

pear uncertain, the Search after it

would be worfe than the Diieafe.
«

T h e  Levity o f Judges, when convinced 

> F 2 that
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that there was no efFedual Mode o f  

doing away their light Decifions, might 

very likely become frequent ; for, al

though Man, when properly curbed, 

becomes a very rational, honeft, and 

harmlefs Animal, yet if not chained 

down to fome Rule o f right Reafon, 

may be expeded to become quite the 

îeveile . And though the judges of 

the Land are, under the prefent Con- 

ilitution, a very upright Body of 

Men, and deliberate in Decifion ; yet 

it is to be feared, that when the Re- 

itraint was removed, a Departure 

from fuch neceifary and praife-worthy 

Conduit might in time creep for

ward into Ufage, to the irrreparable 

Injury o f  thofe feeking an impartial 

Diftribution of Juftice; nor has this 

Dereliction of Juilice been unfrequent in. 

the World.

*  * 0  *

De Loi me,
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D e Lolme, in fpeaking o f  the Judges 

o f antient Rome, adds thus— “  N or were 

“  the Roman Magistrates fatisfied with 

“  committing A ils  o f Injuftice in their 

“  political Capacity, and for the Sup- 

“  port of that Body, o f  which they 

“  made a Part : Avarice and private

“  Rapine were at laft added to political 

“  A m bition*.”

O n a Deprivation o f  the Iriih Judges

Right to fit in Parliament, there may

be Room to prefume, that the Lois o f

the political Influence which they now

bear, muit be compenfated for in fome

other RefpeCL—  It has been deemed,

that the Increafe o f  their Salaries, and

the Tenure under their Patents being:/ ®
enlarged to a Term  o f Life, have con

stituted a fufficient Security for their

t

* Chap. 16. p. 350.

ftridly
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itriflly attending to a due Adminis

tration of Juftice ; but as the Provi

sion ihould be to guard againft the 

worft poffible Caie that might oc

cur, every Care ihould be taken to 

prevent future Mifchiefs. T h e  Iriih 

Houfe o f  Peers having recovered its 

Appellant Juriidiition, uninfluenced by 

any other Body, whilit it is deeply 

intereiled in the Property of the 

Kingdom, and being the fupreme Court 

o f  Judicature, provides this Rem edy: 

But è contra, if  a few o f  the Members 

o f  that Houfe became immerged w ith

in the Control o f a more numerous 

Body, not fo much intereiled in the 

Property o f  Ireland, and therefrom 

liable to be led aftray in their D éd 

iions—  where, then, would be the Re

medy ?

Here
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Here I would fubjoin one Remark—  

T h at, although the Example o f  Scot

land has been fo much relied on, it

cannot, in this Place, be pawned 

upon you ;•— For the Law s o f Scotland 

differ fo much from thofe o f  England, 

that the Judges o f the latter, much

lefs the Peers, can pretend to no C on

trol over the Peers o f the former ; 

and, therefore, the Peers o f  Scotland 

become the real Judges on appeal.

But the fame Obfervation cannot hold

as to Ireland, for the Englifh Peers 

would, from the Similarity o f  Eng- 

lifh and Iriih Laws, be always deemed 

competent Judges to decide on Quef- 

tions touching private Property in Ire

land, and therefore the Peers from Ire

land become, at leaft, indireft Counte- 

nancers o f  Injujlice.

In
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In this Manner the AJJurances of the 

Realm would become ufelefs, and the 

Effects form a Parallel to the Tref- 

paiTes defcribed by De Lolme as touch

ing Roman Judges at a certain Pe

riod, in the following Words------ “  T h e

“  Laws and public Judgments not only

“  thus failed o f the End for which

“  they had been effabliihed : T h ey

“  even became, at length, new Means 

“  of Oppreilion added to thofe which 

“  already exiffed. Citizens poiTefled 

“  of Wealth, Perlons obnoxious to par- 

“  ticular Bodies, or the few Magif- 

“  trates who attempted to item the 

“  Torrent o f  the general Corruption, 

“  were accufed and condemned*:” —  

In this W ay  the Properties of indi

viduals might come to be at the 

Mercy o f Avarice or Caprice, and well-

# Chap. 16. p. 353

framed
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framed Law s be rendered o f  no avail___

Here, I am convinced, you w ill ex

claim after the Manner o f  the antient 

Engliih Barons— “  Nolumus leges Hibernice 

“  mut a r il"

As the Upper Houfe of Parliament in 

that Country now Hands, we may ftill 

dwell on De Lolm e, and fay with him—  

“  In the Exercife o f their judicial Autho- 

“  rity, with regard to civil Matters, the 

“  Lords have manifested a Spirit o f  

“  Equity, no wife inferior to that w hich 

“  they have ihewn in their legiilative 

“  Capacity. T h ey  have, in Difcharge 

“  o f  that Function (w hich  o f  all others 

“  is fo liable to create Temptation) ihewn 

“  an Uncorruptnefs really fuperior to 

“  what any judicial Aifem bly in any 

other Nation can boaft ; nor do I think 

“  that I run any Riik o f  being contra-

G “  didted,
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“  di&ed, when I fay that the Condudt of 

“  the Houfe o f Lords, in their civil ju- 

“  dicial Capacity, has conftantly been 

{C f u c h  as has kept them above the Reach 

“  of even Sufpicion or Slander

But on a Surrender o f her Peers, Ire

land could not make this Boaft, for it is 

next to a certainty that no Caufe would be 

fairly decided ; beiide, the Expence would 

render the Reference to the Supreme Ju- 

rifdi&ion in England, (by which to ob

tain final Juftice, i f  thus it could be ar

rived at,) a Thing almoft unattainable. 

— Thus this great SanSiuary againft the 

Caprice o f a fingle Judge would be for 

ever loft.

You certainly will allow there is no

thing more indifpenfably neceflary for

* Chap. x6 . p. 374-
the
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the well-being o f  Society, nor any T h in g  

more productive o f  Improvement in a 

Country, than that the Property o f Indi

viduals ihould be thought fecure ; but to 

this End Juftice ihould be adminiftered 

with an equal Hand, as alfo be difpenfed 

at an eajy Rate.— So different an EffeCt 

would fuch an U N IO N  have, as involv

ing a Lofs o f the Upper Houfe o f  the 

Irifh Parliament, that you w ill readily 

admit the Decifion o f Caufes on Appeal 

would be very partial— It would, at leaft, 

be very Expenjive !

From hence, Gentlemen, you muft fee, 

that on a U N I O N , the Public and P r i

vate Rights o f  Ireland would, in every 

RefpeCt, be at the M ercy and Difpofal 

o f a Party— A  Power, I am confcious, 

the Friends to either Country could 

not wiih to fee created, as both Coun-

g  2 tries.



tries would have to dread the Confe- 

quence,

Having faid thus much as to the 

EifeCt o f  thoie political Innovations, I 

muft add another Proof of the Injury 

the two Kingdoms would experience 

from the Annihilation o f  the Iriih 

Legiflature— but at the fame Tim e I 

muil allow, that what I am about to 

ilate, although o f immenie Importance, 

is, as well as many other Points, o f  a 

fubordinate Kind, compared to the fore- 

going— I mean the Deitrudion of that 

Spur, to Exertion and Induftry, by which 

alone Commerce and Manufactures, 

(the Sources of the Wealth o f Nations) 

are brought to Perfection ; and this, by 

leffening that Appetite for DiftinCtion, 

which Men may now arrive at, by ac

quiring a Seat among the Reprefenta- 

tives o f  the People.— It is at prefent,

in
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in both Countries, an incentive to ufeful 

A d iv ity , and operates forcibly in promoting 

important Refearches through literary Im

provement.

But upon new modelling the Confti- 

tution in the manner pointed out, none 

who are confined to adlive or ufeful E m 

ployments could be among the N u m 

ber o f  the chofen-few— Thefe could not

fpare to fpend a Year in London----the

Prefence o f the great Manufacturers, 

Merchants, and Lawyers, is neceiïàry 

at home----Thus all thofe m ud be ex

cluded, and o f courfe deprived o f  a 

favourite Objedt, which, otherwiie would 

ferve as a Reward for their Aiiiduity 

and Labour.— I am fure you, Gentle

men, cannot relifh fo new-fangled an 

Experiment !— T h e Gentlemen o f  Ire

land cannot, and Fellow-feeling, at leaft, 

forbjds thofe o f  England— confcious that

they,

[ 53 ]
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they, themfelves, could not endure to 

be deprived o f  fuch a Right :— I mull 

here aik, whether it be not a thirft 

after Diftindtion and Fame, implanted 

within the Breaft o f Man, that roufes 

him to thofe Exertions which tend to 

the Improvement o f the Arts ?— I do 

believe that this Deiire Operates more 

univerfally and forcibly than the fordid 

Idea o f hoarding up in Coffers ; which 

latter, w e find a very rare thing. if, 

then, this very praife-worthy Ambi

tion is clogged, the Progreis towards 

Improvement in . the ufeful Arts is 

checked; and I do believe, that Man, 

in fuch a State o f  Things, would have 

no other Idea than to merely exift. 

On the contrary, why does the Mer

chant or Lawyer labour for the greateft 

Part o f a Life, but to arrive at Dif- 

tin&ion, by being honoured with a Seat 

amongft the Repreféntatives of the
People ? .



People ?— Hence this may be efteemed 

a very great Spur to Commerce and, 

the Arts— but take away this Stimulus, 

and you deftroy the energetic Spirit; 

nor would Ireland alone fuffer by this, 

for her confequent Decreafe in W ealth 

would be feverely felt by England, as 

the latter muft ever acquire additional 

W eigh t in the Scale o f Europe, from 

the increafed W ealth  o f  the former;—  

a fevere blow this to the future Con- 

fequence o f Great Britain, notwithftand- 

ing the temporary Benefit it might 

be fancied to derive, from a Minifler 

being able to raife the Sums he wanted . 

off Ireland, without having to apply 

to the Liberality o f the Parliament o f  

either Country. — It is true England 

would no longer have to dread Ireland 

becoming her Rival in Commerce and 

Manufactures, but ihe would have to 

lament the want o f  her very powerful

Support
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Support as an A lly  in T im e o f  W ar, and 

o f her Imports in Tim e of Peace.

I have, Gentlemen, fubmitted, for 

your Confederation, the horrid Idea I 

entertain o f  the Meafure of fuch a 

U N IO N , as affe&ing both Countries.—  

It now only remains to point your
V * • " \
Attention moil: particularly to one

very important Confequence, imme

diately affecting England, but which 

would in the End fpread its baneful 

Effe&s to all thofe Countries and 

People that are under her Sovereign 

Power— I mean neither more nor lefs, 

than the total and radical Deftrudtion 

o f her Glorious Conjlitution!— T his would 

be a lofs which would reduce her Peo

ple, and every T hing along with them, 

to a ftate equally degraded as Ireland—  

This right o f granting or withholding 

Supplies would be alike defpifed ; for

[ 56 ]



en fuch a U N I O N  taking Place, Ireland 

would be at all Calls bound to fupply 

the Demands o f  the Minifter ; and 

thus the Power o f the Crown ' would be 

raifed to an unexampled Pitch, at 

once deftrudtive o f  the Balance o f  the 

Conftitution, and the noble Fabric it-►

fe lf  ! —  Confider the Danger o f  fuch ati 

extenfve Power in the Hands o f a M i

nifter, and alfo how feldom fuch an 

unknown Power has been wifely di- 

redted.— Y ou w ill readily behold, in this 

Acquifition o f  miniflerial Influence, the 

Lofs o f  that moft valuable Part o f your 

B ill o f Rights, which gives to the Peo

ple o f  England a fu ll Power o f  curbing 

the Exploits o f a Minifter, by a refufal 

o f  the Means to carry them on, and 

finally an Eftablifhment o f  abfolute 

Sway.

[ 5 7  ]
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W hat might not be the fatal Confe- 

quence o f  a pernicious Direction o f this 

increafed Power, it is impoffible to 

fay— lurely a Country like England, 

whofe proud Elevation amongft other 

Nations has grown out o f a well-poifed 

Conftitution, could not relifh a Scheme 

o f  this Kind ! W e  have had a iad 

Example before us of the fatal Confe- 

quences of Defpotifm.—  In France we 

have beheld all the Miferies o f a Civil 

W ar— The People o f England have heard 

enough o f the fad Difafters which 

have followed a too-dijlended Power of 

the Crown under a Stuart.— ‘And they 

have .learned from their Anceftors, the 

Neceffity o f holding the Purfe o f the 

Nation!— A  Power that would no longer 

remain, was the Wealth o f  Ireland to be 

fquandered away at the Pleafure o f any 

Minifter.

[ 53 ]
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H ow many, even in the prefent State of 

Affairs, have found fault with the in- 

creafing Power o f  the Miniiler— T h e  late 

and prefent Times certainly juftify much 

Energy— But although all were now moil 

fully to agrée, that the feveral Branches o f  

the Britiih Conilitution are now w ell ba~ 

lanced, you cannot, however, hefitate de

claring, that a U N IO N  with Ireland, on 

the foregoing broad Bajis, would moil cer

tainly defiroy that Balance, and that the 

Power of the Executive Branch would then 

be too great.

In favour o f the Meafure. os to Ire

land, it has been vainly held out, that 

Engliih Capital would flow into the 

Country— Irifh Capital would flow out 

of the Country in every Shape, and 

daily dirainiih with declining Induilry. 

It fee ms extremely abfurd to think,

H 2 that
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that Engliihmen would leave their Country 

and Relations to which they are particu

larly attached, and under whofe Conftitu- 

tion they might expe£t fome Protection, to 

go to a Country where they could have no 

fuch profpeCt.— A t no T im e have the 

Engliih been inclined to emigrate from 

their antient Home— T h ey  have not ran 

to Scotland, though the latter have to 

England— Y et if  any T h in g  could induce 

an induftrious People to wander from 

Home, Scotland affords many Induce

ments— She abounds in Fuel— Her Laws 

are fimple and ftriûly enforced, and her 

People are honefl and well informed. 

There are none of thofe Inducements in 

Ireland.

It has alio been fancied (and mere 

Conje&ures ihould prove no Reafon 

for the Surrender of fubftantial Acqui-

fitions)



fit ions) that by a Union, o f  which the 

principal Features are a Lofs o f  lie-' 

land’s Parliament, and a. draining Power 

repofed in the Hands of a Minifter, 

the Spirit c f  Rebellion would be cruihed. 

Surely, Gentlemen, there appears no

thing in iucb a difuniting Meafure that 

could tend to produce fuch an Effeét; 

i f  it ihould appear not to be already 

filenced for ever.— T h e  gallant Yeom en 

in Arms, aided by the native Troops 

o f  Ireland, have put down the late 

Rebellion, and, with the Affiftance o f  

Providence, w ill again, i f  ever it ihould 

rear its Brijlly-head— T h e  Authors of 

it have paid feverely for their crimi

nal Audacity and Folly— their Follow 

ers have, no doubt, feen their Error, 

and we may, in their name, fay with

Milton----“  Thrice happy i f  they know

“  -their Happinefs, and perfevere up- 

“  right.”— But ihould there be any

amongft
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amongil them ío fooliíh as to wiíh for 

a Republic, in order to pull to Pieces 

io glorious a Fabric as their Cônftitu- 

tion— If  there be any who wijh to make 

thoie Wounds (fo happily inclined to 

heal) bleed afrefh, let them, I befeech, 

look into the Hiftory o f  the Civil- 

W ars in the T im e o f Charles the Firft, 

and after, fo fully defcribed by the 

great Clarendon, at the Conclúíion o f 

his Hiirory in the Words following :— ■ 

“  In this wonderful Manner, and with 

“  this incredible Expedition, did G o d  

“  put an End to a Rebellion that had 

“  raged near twenty Tears, and been 

“  carried on with all the horrid Cir- 

“  cumftances o f  Murder, Devaftation,

“  and Parricide, that Fire and Sword,

“  in the Hands o f the moil wicked 

“  Men in the W orld could be Inilru- 

“  ments o f  ; almoft to the Defolation 

“  of two Kingdoms, aud the • exceed-

[ 62 ]
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“  ing defacing and deforming the 

“  third — to which ; as to the Iriih 

Rebellion, vve may add the following 

Words o f the fame Author as applica

ble to the Year 1 7 9 8 :— “  So ended the 

“  Year 1648, a Year o f  Reproach and 

“  Infamy above all others which had 

“  paffed before it ; a Year o f  the higheit 

** Diiflmuiation and Hypocrify, o f  the 

“  deepeft Villainy and moil bloody Trea- 

“  fons, that any Nation was ever curfed 

“  with or under.”

As to religious Controverfy, it can 

prove nothing tending to the necefllty 

o f  a Relinquifment o f  parliamentary and 

other Rights ; for it is entirely done 

away by the Introduction of Irréligion, 

and the Deftru&ion o f  Papal Influence, 

which has been declining for many 

Years, and received its final Death- 

wound in France, there aflailed by the

Hands
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Hands o f its Followers.— T hus the 

Root is gone, and the Branches muft 

follow o f  courfe— So that if a rebel

lious Spirit exiits with any in Ireland, 

it muft be traced to fome other Source, 

not to be done away by a Union. 

T h e  example o f  licentious France is the 

true Fountain-fpring of Rebellion

againft the Government.---- T o  plunder,

and in order to accompliih that End, 

to murder, have been the criminal ob

jects of the late Rebellion.----T o  Sup

port the Conftitution, is the only mode 

of preferving true Religion, the Want 

o f  which has been the caufe of many 

Mifchiefs.— There is no Calamity that 

ftands more in need of a Cure :— It 

is in Truth a peculiar Calamity, fallen 

moft heavily on this Age, which, while 

it takes its Rife from the Corruption 

o f  thofe Times, and has monftroufly 

increafed iince the French Revolution

amongft
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amoitgfl: a certain Party, has produced a 

bare-faced Contempt and Difufe o f all R e

ligion whatfoever, fave fome fmall outward 

Appearance.— "With thofe even the Sha

dow o f  Godlinefsand Virtue is fled— Athe- 

ifm and Prophanenefs, diligently cultivated, 

have not failed to produce a Proftitution o f 

all Manners in Contempt o f all Govern

ments’

This it is, that may be productive o f 

Difturbances in Ireland ; but fuch may 

very reafonably be expeited to meet a fimi- 

lar Fate with thole lately fuppreiTed by 

a gallant and loyal Yeomanry and Sol

diery. t

Say not, Y e  therefore, who vaunt of the 

Meafure, that Scotland, or any other Coun

try upon the face o f the Globe, can be held 

forth as a Proof o f  the Expediency o f  a 

Union with England and Ireland : for as

i each
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cach differ, in Point of Time and Plact, 

there can be no Similarity.

Say not, that by a Union they would 

confolidate their prefent Legiflatures into 

one, for their prefent checking Power then 

coming to be loft, all legiflative EJfence 

would vaniih.

Say not, that Articles of Union would 

avail, for they could either direElly or indi

rectly (no matter which) be fwerved from, 

at any time.

Say not, that the Power of the Crown 

would acquire no preponderating W eight 

through a Union, for the Liberality of the 

People o f  England would not then be 

folicited.

Say not, that Juftice would then be fa ir

ly and freely adminiftered to Ireland, for

her
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her Judges in the lafll Refort, namely, 

her Peers, would become merged and 

out o f  reach, and thus Juftice be unat

tainable !

%

Say not, that by a Union, Iriih Manu

facture and Commerce would be advanced, 

for no Man would, then, lay out his Capi

tal on foprecarious a Tenure I

Say not, that Englifh Capital would 

flow  in, while Irifh flowed out ; for as 

the Engliíh have never flocked to Scot

land, abounding in every Inducement,

they would not flock to a Country,

where their Winnings would be plucked 

from them, at the N od  o f a Minifter, 

while ftill they are untrained to wan-

Say not, that the Strength of E n g 

land would remain undiminifhed, for

I 2 by

\
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by a Depreilion o f  Wealth you would take 

from Strength.G

Say not, that the Spirit of Induftry 

in Ireland would not be leiïèned, for you 

would deprive the People of the greateil 

Spur to Induftry, by jhuiting the Doors o f 

Parliament againit the tnojl ufeful Members 

of the Community.

Say not, that Abfentees would be bene

ficial to Ireland, for her quondam Repre- 

fentatives, with their Followers, alone 

would carry i,ooo,oool. annually out of 

the Country !

Say not, that Rebellion, or fancied 

Difputes of Religion, can furniih any juffc 

Pretence for a Union, for the gallant Sons 

o f  Ireland have, and at all Times will, itand 

forth to quell it.
0 0 *

Say
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Say not, that it is neceflary to ftrengthen, 

in this W a y , the Hands o f the Empire ; for 

while a&ing with Heart and Hand, E ng

land has a moft powerful Support in the 

Yeomanry Troops o f  Ireland, and in the 

voluntary Contributions of her People at 

large.

Say not, that i f  the Iriih Catholics are 

as three to one, they are therefore a dan

gerous Body in Rebellion ; for it does not 

appear that a Union would quiet them, 

the ill-affedted o f that Perfuafion being 

merely o f the lower Orders, and urged by 

Republican Principles, as fully proved by 

their Leaders being principally Democratic 

Proteftants.

Say not, that it is merely the Gentle

men o f the Bar object, becaufe they, as 

being Men of liberal Education, are w ell 

qualified, and ju jlly  relied upon, for their

unbiajfed
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unbiajfed Opinions on fo difficult and cx- 

tenfive a Subject.

Say not, that any Man’s Diclum ihould 

iïand in favour of a U N IO N , for it is the 

felf-evidient Expediency of the Meafure 

that ihould alone have Weight.

Say not, that Land in Ireland would re

tain its Value, for an U N IO N , by pro

ducing a Decreafe of Wealth, and general 

Infecurity o f  Property, the Value o f  Land 

muil necefTarily be diminiihed.

But rather fay, that England would not 

be willing to furrender, on fucb an Occa- 

iion, her Public and Private Rights !—  

And why, in the Name of Reafon ihould 

Ireland ?

Ceafe, then, ye declaimers, in favour of 

a Meafure, that you muil fee, whilft you

have
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have JiudiouJly avoided touching upon the 

Subje£t o f  'Taxation, would plunge both 

Countries into an Abyis ot Miiery !

( h
I now have the Honour tofubfcribe cnyielf,

Gentlemen,

Your very obedient,

Humble Servant,

J O H N  J .  W .  J E R V I S .

Dubliny 
l^thDec. 1 7 9 8.
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