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T H E

A D V A N T A G E S ,
Which may arife to the

P e  o  p l  e  of I R  E L A N D
B y  railing of

F l a x  and F l a x -S e e d ,  ConiiderecL

T
H E Linnen-ManufaCture o f Ireland was very inconfi- 
derable in the Year 1700, but fince that time it has 
gradually fo improved and increafed, that now  it is 
become the principal Staple'Commodity of the K in g ­
dom, and makes a third part in the Value o f  all our Exports.

I t  is by the help o f  this Commodity, that we have been able 
to maintain a Ballance in our Favour in our Trade with moft o- 
ther Countries, and to make fuch large Remittances in Money 
conftantly to England.

There is hardly to be found in Hiilory, another Inftance o f  a 
Nation, which has turn’d the Labour and Induftry o f  its People 
almoft at once into a new Channel, and brought a new Manu­
facture in fo fliort a time to fo great and general a Perfection.

The Benefit arifing from this Trade to thofe Countries where 
it is carried on, appears from hence, that it gives full employ­
ment to the Inhabitants, increafes their Number and W ealth, 
and raifes the Value o f  their Lands. The Lands o f  Uljter, though 
naturally very coarfe, and for the moft part the worft in the 
Kingdom, yet by the help o f  this Manufacture are come to be va­
lued almoft equal with the beft, and the common People live bet­
ter there than in other Parts; that Province hath by the Induf­
try o f  its Inhabitants brought more Money into the Kingdom 
than any other, confidering that moft o f  all the Linnen export­
ed, as well as what is confum’d at home, is the Manufacture o f  
the North.

It is computed that the Linnen made o f  the Produce o f  
an Acre o f  Flax will yield at leaft thirty Pounds,* and give full 
Employment to fix People for a Y ear ; 'tis alfocomputed that

A  i  thirty
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th irty  fhoufand Acres are made ufe o f  in  this Kingdom in raifine 
or Flax, and that about 180.000 Hands are employed in working 
xt up ; three or four thoufand Acres, over and above X  t wf 
em p loyât prefent in ra if in go f Flax, i f  duly managed would pro­
duce as much good Seed and Flax as we' import from foreign

S 0U A n d V r  Cíh amr0U!ítSa tO the Value or '• year­ly .  A n d i f  ten thoufand Acres more were employed in raifine o f
Íh o u líf  h aW th,ere.°.f  manufaâured into Linnen, we
aT rre fen r Î I h ? ° Uble the Q>uaiwit?  o f  Linnen we do
t h f r i  ■ ?  ë  U EmP W m e n t  to 6p,ooo idle Hands ; and
theie is no doubt but we have three times that Number o f  Peo-
f - 7 , l lv e f ° f  and ldle for w ant o f  W ork to be employed in. 
Í  ’  &  rn I mploymJent 0i. our PeopIe, and increafe o f  our Lin- 

n  “ j ’ 3nd noth lng elfe> that w ill  enable us to anf- 
Z De"?al?ds uP °n us from abroad, and encreafe our Money 
at home, and therefore we ihould endeavour by all proper means 
to  fpread that Manufafture in to  all Parts o f  the Kingdom I t  

r ac£ a conr,derajble Progrefs in  Leinjter and Connaught,
f i l l  m m  / ?r^ er eve5y„ , day\ ln  Proportion, as more People 
tall in to  Spinning and W eaving ; and all the Southern Parts

‘'• which formerly neglefted or flighted all Applications
°  , n  for, Prr0," ? t.lng the. Linnen-Manufadiure among 

them, n o w  flrongly  fo llic it  the Linnen-Board for Flax-Seed fo
n în  %  Steatefl Profpeft that in  a few Years the Lin-
nen-Manuftdhire w il l  rake Place, and be eflablifted in all the 
Southern I arts o f the Kingdom , very much to their Benefit.

I here is no reafon to apprehend that we fhall w an t a Market 
lo r  all the Linnen w e can make, fince England alone takes off 
yearly  from other Countries near the Value o f  tw o  Millions 
Sterl. in Linnen. A nd ’ tis to be hoped that England w ill give 
us further Encouragement to engage more univerfally in  a Manu­
facture which does not hurt themfelves, and which may take 
us off from Inch as they apprehend do interfere with theirs ; it  
being found by Experience, that where the Linnen-Manufafture 
has prevail d among us, the W oollen has proportionably declin’d. 
, c' that Spain, Portugal the IV e jl-C o Æ  o f  Africa, and

the m jU n iies , are all fupplied with Linnen from foreign C oun- 
tr^es. D

Fla*  and Flay Seed frequently fails in  the North o f  Ireland, ei­
ther from the bad nefs o f  the Seafons, the unfitnefs o f  the Soil, 
their ufing foreign Flax-Seed which is often decayed, or from the' 
degeneracy ot the Seed o f  their ow n G ro w th , occafion'd chiefly 

c  thf IP u^ ’om.> w hich generally prevails among the People Lthere, 
or pulling their Flax before the Seed is ripe, under pretence o f  
having fine early Flax, by which means they either quite looie 
the Seed, or it becomes fo ftarved and degenerate as to afford 

Hr 3 r ° ° l ^ OI*t Flax ; Thefe Misfortunes or Mifmanagements 
oblige them many Years to purchafc Flax from foreign Countries 
at a great Price to J'upply their Spinners, and in futh Years,where­



in their Flax fails, many o f  their Spinners and Weavers are un­
employed, either for want o f  Materials or Money to puHiafé 
them ; and every Year they are under a Neceifity o f  procuring 
feveral thoufand Hogfheads ot foreign Flax-Seed, which l'eldom 
fails to degenerate in two or three Years time, which makes them 
depend on other Countries for the very Being and Support o f  a 
Manufacture, which is o f fuch Importance to us,

^habitan ts  o f  Leinfttr, Munfter, and Conniutht 
would fall into the Bufinefs o f  fowing and laving their Seed tnd 

in the proper manner, they might not only reap the Ad­
vantage o f fupplying the Northern Parts with what Flax and Se d 
they may .want, but alfo lay the foundation o f  the Linnen-Ma- 
nufadture among themfelves.

.c »JaXcSueed u r ‘ T  in  aJ Vy’ warm> mello'v  freih Soil, fuch 
as the Sheep-Walks o f  Leinfttr, Munfter, and Connaught for the
îü°üi Pj rfu C° ?  j  a" (1, 1!? thofe Provinces there are many 
hundred thoufand Acres o f  fuch Land very fit for Flax : The Me­
thod made ufe o f  in other Countries, to preferve their Flax and 
Seed from degenerating, is to fow it  in freft Ground well pre- 
pared and proper for it, and not too th ick: T o  let the F h x  
grow till the Seed be full ripe, and to keep i t in  Stack till towards
n f r r n ,? n J  t0 n " ' f C -tW°  Yí arS “̂ CCeflîvely in the fame Spot

f  r f  K  conftantly intofreih Ground o f  the lame kind, or o f  a different Nature.
.T is  rr e co" ft.ant Praftice o f  good Farmets to change their Seed

i n i  ! r « i 0W ^ lr WIth Wheat and other Grail1 grewm  a different Country or Soil rather than what grew on their
ow n , in order to keep it from degenerating; and we are in-
f o r d t b u b o u t i i ^  oiid Conivberg, from whence a great pare
o f  Europe fupplied with Flax and Flax-Seed, and where the Peo-
f l p d l n  0tj  6 ^o any other Country for the change o f  their 
Seed, in order to preferve it from degenerating, they low  in the 
Low-lands the Seed which grew the Year before in llp-land and 
fo w in  the Up-lands, what grew on the Low-lands. ’
. 1 IS l l -y C,?n^al}t Experience, that all Seeds and Grain
impiove by being lown in a better and kindlier Soil than where 
they grew, and conftantly degenerate when fown in a u w l l  
our foreign Flax-Seed never fails to degenerate when fown in 
wet; clay Grounds, and fuch as bave been before Town with other 
Grain, and abound with Grafs and Weeds; but the fame Seed' 
tho become degenerate yet i f  fown in a kindly w*rm Soil w il l  
recover again o f  this we have a remarkable Inflance in an

WhKhu £  made With 1 Barrel ° f ^ e  moil degenerate 
Flax-Seed that coHld be got m the North, which being carried to
Munfitr and fown in fome of the Cor cut Lands in the County o f
/ . mmck produced very good Flax there, and the Seed thereof
ftnt back to the North, produced as good Flax as any o f  the Dutch

[ 5 ]
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Since then the way tô preferve Flax artd Flax-Seed from dege­

nerating. is to ihift the Seed yearly in to  frcfli k indly  Soils, and 
fince the Farmers in the North, and the Cottiers every where, are 
confined to very fmall Parcels o f  Land, and eonfequently cannot 
put this Method in PraClice, and as great Quantities o f  Seed and 
Flax  are annually imported to fupply the Demands o f  the North 
and other Parts o f  the Kingdom, i t  would be very much to the 
Advantage o f  the Nation, i f  the People o f  the Southern Parts, who 
h a veerea t  Quantities, and Variety o f  Land very fit fo r  F lax, 
would raife Seed and Flax for the Supply o f  the reft ;  In  this all 
Parts o f  the K ingdom  would find their Account, the Northern 
Parts by being fure o f  a confiant Supply o f  gôod frefh clean Seed 
from the South, and the Southern Parts by having a good Market 
fo r  their Seed and Flax in  the North, and the N ation in  general 
by  fav in g  great Sums o f  Money expended yearly in  thepurchale 01
foreien  Seed and Flax. . ~

T h e  Profit which the People o f  the Southern Parts may expect 
from fow in g  Flax w il l  appear from hence, that the Charge ot 
preparing Ground for Flax is lefs than for C o rn , tor it it be a 
m ellow, rich, dry, ley Soil, one Ploughing w ith  good harrow ­
in g  is fufficient; and an  Acre o f  good Flax rightly  managed, w i l l ,  
as it  rtandsin the Field, fell from 7  to 1 1  P o u n d ;  and it it  be 
n o t  fo w n  too thick, and be left to grow t il l  the Seed be tull ripe, 
and kept in  Stack t i l l  Spring, an Acre w i l l  produce from i  f  to  
22 Bufhels o f  Seed, which i f  fold at the rate that Dutch Seed has 
been fold for o f  late Years, w i l l  y ieldfrom  6 /. to 9 L  for the Seed 
o n ly  ; and furely i f  a much lefs Profit arole from the Seed, yet 
w h at would arife from the Flax alfo , would make it  worth the 
Farmer's while to turn his Induftry that w ay.

N o w  Jtis computed that an Acre o f  indifferent good Flax w il 
produce 30 Srone of Flax at the leaft, o f  14  Potfnd to the Stone, 
which made fit for heckling, w il l  at the rate o f  five Shill ings the 
Stone, yield 7 /. 10  s. and "tis kn ow n  that fome Lands in Leinjter 
have produced £0 Stone o f  Flax to an A c re ;  fo that  a n y  one who 
w il l  make ufe o f  good Ground, and order his Seed and Flax ac­
cording to the Diredlions herein after mentioned, may by barely 
fe llin g  his Seed and Flax, w ithout entering farther in to  the Ma­
nufacture, or being at much Expence, very well expeCt to get teil 
Pound an Acre clear Profit, which is more than can be made any
other way. .

But it may be objeCted, that it  cannot be expected^ that the 
People o f  the Southern Parts w il l  apply themfelves to the railing 
and faving o f  Seed and Flax, becaufe they are not skilled in the 
right manner o f  doing it, or i f  they were, yet as the People 
am ong them are n o ta b le  to work it up, there w il l  he no De­
mand for their Seed or Flax, and confequently it  w ill  lie upon 
their Hands.

In  A n fw e r  to this, we are to obferye, ift. T h a t  little  or no 
A r t  or Skill is required to prepare the Land, fo w  and fave the

Seed
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Saed and Flax, fo as to be fit for Market ; the Directions herein 
after mentioned for that Purpofe, which any one may pat in 
Execution, w ill  be ftifficient to initruCt them nothing mere be­
ing expeCted from them at prefent but to furnifh the rough Ma­
terials to thofe in the North and other Parts, who want them for 
their Manufactures: T i s  owned indeed that heckling and fpia 
ning o f  Flax, weaving o f  Yarn, and bleaching o f  Linnen are 
particular Arts, and require Time, Skill and Experience to be­
come Mailers o f  them, and cannot be brought at once into ge­
neral Ule, where they were not known before ; but it cannot 
be doubted, when the Material comes to be in  plenty in the Sou­
thern Vans, but that the People w ill by degrees fall into the Ma- 
nufaórure or it  themfelves.

id ly . T ho there may not be any Demand at prefent in the 
Southern Parts for Flax and Flax-Seed, yet the Demands are very 
great in other Parts o f  the K ingdom ; the Linnen Board and 
private Merchants import yearly many Thoufand Hosfreads o f  
Flax-Seed, which commonly ftand them in about <o Shi Pines or 
3 Pound a Hogftead or 7 Buihels, and this Year near 4 Pound 
and when this is fold in Pecks and fitiall Parcels to the poor 
Country People, they pay near the rate o f  five Found a Hoeihead 
and as the Linneu-ManufaCture is every day fpreading farther n ot 
only in  the North, but in all other Parts o f  the Kingdom the 
Demand for Seed and Flax will proportionably increafe G reat 
Quantities o f  Flax are alfo yearly imported from foreign Coun- 
tn e  to fupply our Wants ; from all which 'tis evident that we 
Ihall not want a Market at home for any Quantity o f  Seed and 
Flax which may be raifed in the Southern Parts 

In  order to encourage the Southern Parts o f  the Kingdom to 
raife Seed and Flax for the Northern and other Parts, the Truitees 
off the Lmnen-Manufadhire haye publiihed the following A d  v a ?

WH E R E A S  the railing o f  lar-e  Quantities o f  Flax-Seed 
m  this Kingdom, will greatly contribute to the extend­

ing and carrying on the Linnen-ManufaCture thereof, the Truf- 
tees for the Hempen and Flaxen Manufactures, for the more E f ­
fectual anfwenng o f  thefe Ends, are ready to receive Pronofa L  
in order to c o n tra t  for Three Years, from December i 7 n  w ith
K i n L  n y * A  S ^ aL CÍ í y Flax-Seed o f  the Growth o f  this

f i w  fa  Sttck £  the î f t  ̂o ? n ntra? 0r- in g°u°d Grdund’ and ^  f v  to the l it o f December in each Year, to be deliver'd
at fuch Time and m  fuch Places as w ill be ageêed on either in
Hogftieads or Parcels, or in Sacks containing four Buihels • and
for the farther Encouragement o f  fuch ContraCtors, and that the
Flax-Seed contracted for, may be only o f  the beft kind i t  £  n ™
posd tofurmih them with a Quantity o f  Foreign FlaVs°ed at
the Expence o f  the Board, for the firft Year, not lefs than t ^ n t  J
Bufliels, nor more than eighty. Buihels to any One Perfon. The

Pip-
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Propofals to be fsn t in  W rit in g  to  the Linnen-Office in Dublin, 
before the firft Day o f  # 4 / 1 7 3 2 .  Dublin-Caille, the n d  o f  gp*. 
nutLry 1 7 3 1 .

Signed by Order,
Cbriftopber Ujhsr.

This is great Encouragement to any Undertaker, t*he Truftees 
w il l fu rn ilh  him gratis with as much foreign Seed, as he can have 
occafion for to begin w ith , and afterwards w ill  take ofFhis-Hands 
all the Seed he ihall raife from thence in  the proper Manner, lo 
that the Farmer may be fure o f  a good Price for his Seed by fe l­
ling  it, either to the Truftees, or others who may want it ,  and 
i f  he manages w ell,  he may make Six Pound an Acre clear by his 
Seed, and near as much more by his Flax.

But it may be faid, i f  Flax be let to ftand til l  the Seed be full 
ripe, it  w ill  becoarfe, ond confequently o f  lefs Value.

In  A n fw er to this "tis to be obl’erved that i f  Flax-Seed be 
fo w n  pretty thick on rich mellow light Sciies, inch as our Sheep- 
Landsare, the Flax w i l lH i l l  be fine,-tho it ihould be fufFered to 
iîand t i l l  the Seed be ripe, but i f  it  be fown thin, tis allowed 
that the Flax, w i l l  then be the coarfer, but then it w ill  be mere 
in  Q uantity, ftronger, and o f  more Service *, and the longer it  
is kept the finer it  w il l  grow , according to the old Saying, JVool 
may be typt to Dirt, and B a x  to Silk, 2nd accordingly Flax f ; s teen 
kept in  Saxoyyf*or 20 Years, and thereby became as fine as the 
H air o f  one's Head. A l l  tfre Flax imported in to  this Kingdom 
is o f  the coarfe fort, a ll our Linnen under tw o  Shillings a Yard, 
o r  from a 900 to a 1300  C lo th , may be made o f  this kind, and 
molt o f  our Linnen confutn'd at home, or exported abroad, is o f  
that fort. Since then the general Demand o f  moft Countries is 
fo r  the coarfer fort of Linnen, we ought to apply ourfeives chief­
ly  to the making o f  that fort, which is moft in Demand, and ne- 
ver  fails to  meet with a Market ; when on the contrary fine Lin- 
nens may lie upon our Hands.

I t  may ftill be objeited, that the fruthern People reap a e o n -  
(iderable Profit at p>efent by keeping their Lands under Stock, 
and it  being commonly believed that ploughing o f  Land is pre­
judicial to it ,  they w il l  be the lefs inclin 'd to employ any part 
o f  their §heep-Lands in the raifing o f  Flax and Flax-Seed.

T o  \his I anfwer, that i f  the Seed and Flax o f  an Acre w ill  
produce T e n  Pounds clear Profit, as is above mention d. the U n ­
dertaker w il l  get lo  or 20 times more in  a Year thereby, thsn he 
can by p ratin g , and the N ation get 30 times more, i f  the Flax be 
w r o u g h t  up in to  L innen. And provided you take but one C rop  
©f Flax and tw o  o f  C o rn  at moft o f  it ,  the ploughing the Land 
w il l ,  befidés the prefent Profit, be fo far from being a Prejudice

• to the Land, that it w i l l  greatly improve it ; for Jtis obferved 
that Sheep-Walks in  time grow  moffy, which hinders the growth 
o f  the Grafs, and fubje&s the Sheep to the R o t ,  and therefore
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’ tis good Husbandry to plow up Sheep-Lands once in  twelve 
Years, which will not fail to dertroy the Mofs, and mend the 
Grafs y and i f  at the lafl ploughing you fow Clover Reyzrafs or 
other Grafs Seeds on fuch Lands, the Herbage will be o f  four 
times more Value than it  was before, and continue fo for feveral 
Years ; from whence "tis evident that the fowing o f  Flax-Seed 
w ill produce a great Profit for the prefent, and may be the oc- 
canon o f railing a great deal o f  Corn, and improving the Pailure 
and^Herbage o f  our Lands both in the Goodnefs and Q uantity

The following Hints may be o f  ufe for the farther Advance­
ment o f  the Linnen Manufafture o f  this Kingdom.

f i V !  is recommended to thofe in tht North, who commonly 
pull their Flax before the Seed is ripe, in order to have fine early 
Flax, to let the fourth part o f  their Flax grow till the Seed be 
ripe, which part ihould for that reafon be fown fo much the 
thinner, by which means they w ill have fine Flax for theirprefent 
Occafions, and i f  the Seed be kept houfed or in Stack, and the Soil 
be good they will have tolerable good freih Seed in the Spring, 
and not be fo fubjeft, as now  they are, either to get no Seed at 
all, or to pay exceffive Prices for it.

id . The Northern Parts having gone a great way into the 
making or fine Linnen, and being much employed therein, it  is 
recommended to the other Parts o f  the Kingdom, where it is in ­
tended to iet forward the Linnen Manufacture, to apply themr 
le ves chiefly to the making o f the coarfer Linnens, which always 
find a Market, and require lefs Skill and Expence in the Manage­
ment, and are as profitable to the Manufacturer as the fine, and 
^ e m p lo y in g  more Hands may be more profitable to the Pubr

3d. For the convenient fupplying the Northern and other 
Parts^with Seed and Flax, with as little Expence as poffible in the 
Carriage, it is recommended to encourage the ra iiin gof Flax and
t [e f artS ?  Leinfter which border on the North, fuch as
Lorvtb, Medth, & c . where the Land, as it is very good for Sheep, is 
alfo veiy good for Flax, and in all the other Parts o f  the K in g ­
dom, which are near the Sea, or fome navigable Rivers, by which 
means their Flax and Seed may be carried to Dublin, Nervry, B th  
faft, and an other I laces with little Expence.

4th, It would greatly encourage the People o f  the Southern 
Parts to raile Flax and Flax-feed, and be a great Eafe and Benefit
2L  r x ?  l °  W0-r be w illin S to fet forward the Linnen 
Manufacture there, i f  Markets were fet up, and conftantly kept
mfeveral Cities and Towns in thofe Parts, for felling and buy-
l n,?. aX\^-3X-ieed, and Yarn ; where the Farmer may be fure o f
lelling nis Commodity, and the Spinner and Weaver o f  buying
up Materials for keeping them in Work
v.rc f J V i !  reC° T ^ entíeíl' that in a11 fuch Places, where Mar- 
£e.s tor Flax and Yarn, (p>(. fhall be Eftablifhed, Flax-Drçiîl-rs

B bç
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be alfo fettled for preparing the Flax for the Spinners,' and that 
Spinners, Weavers and Bleachers be encouraged to fettle there 
alfo.

6th. But above all others, Spinners ought to be firit and chiefly 
encouraged, without them the Manufacture cannot go on any 
where, and with them it w ill  profper with eafe every where. 
A n d  therefore it is manifeftly the Interefl of every Gentleman o f 
Eftate in this Kingdom to furniih all the poor People living on 
their Eftates, with Spinning Wheels and Flax \ and tho this may 
be fome fmall Expence to them at firft, yet the Poor in a little  
T im e w ill be able by their W ork not only  to repay their kind 
Landlords all the Expence they {hall be at. in  the beginning on 
their Account, but go on afterwards in their W ork  upon their 
o w n  Stock, and grow rich themfelves, and greatly improve the 
Eftates they live on.

7th. I t  would be very much for the Improvement o f  the Lin- 
nen Manufacture, i f  one Set o f  People or C ountry  was w holly  
employed in railing and furniih ing the Seed and unwrought Flax, 
another in heckling and fpinning, and others in weaving and 
bleaching ; for by this means each part o f  the Manufacture would 
be managed w ith  more Skill and Dexterity, and w ith  lefs Ex- 
pence. as is found by Experience in all other Trades, where one 
fo rt  o f  Tradefman is employed in one Branch o f  the Bufinefs^ on ­
ly ,  and no other, and confequently muft become better skilled 
in  that part, and can afford his W ork  the cheaper ; Whereas 
when the fame Perfon is to go through every part o f  the Manu­
facture, he w il l  n ot be good at an y o n e  o f  them \ and w ill  be 
taken off from fuch, as otherwife he could be beft employed in. 
Th is  farther Advantage would arife from making every part o f  
the L innen Manufacture a diftinCt Trade, that not only the Seed, 
F lax , and Yarn  would be had cheaper, in  greater P lenty, and in 
better order, but the Price o f  the Materials and W orkm anibip 
w ould be more fettled and confiant, which would be a great A d ­
vantage to all concerned in this Trade, who are often ftopt and 
embarafled in their Bufinefs by the fudden rifing and falling o f  
thofe Commodities.

In  order that Gentlemen and Farmers o f  the Southern Parts, who 
are w ill in g  to apply themfelves to the propagating o f  Flax and 
Flax-feed, may be fu lly  inftruCted in the beft manner o f  doing it ,  
the fo llow in g  plain InftruCtioris for Raifing and faving the Seed 
and Flax, are herein fet forth, taken from Slitor, H ill, and other 
experienced Perfons, which w il l  fufficiently inform them o f what 
ought to be done trom the ploughing the Ground to the preparing 
the Flax for the Market, the raifing the Material being the Point 
that ought to be molt encouraged in thofe Countries at prefent, 
w ithout entring farther into the Manufacture.
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I N S T R U C T I O N S
F O R  

R a i s i n g  and S a v i n g  o í F l a x  and 
F l a x  - S e e d ,  and P r e p a r i n g  
the F l a x  for the Market.

S E C T .  I.

Oj Land fit for Flax*

L A N D  moft natural for Flax, and where it thrives beft, &  
a rich, mellow, dry, and warm ley Ground, fuch as thô 
Sheep-Walks o f  Leinfter, Murtfter, and Connaught generally

Lands good for Birtey are alio good for Flax, and fuch as hare 
been lately brought in by Potatoes produce good Flax, provided 
they are well clear'd o f  the Roots o f  Patatoes and Grafs.

I f  heathy Grounds be burn-beaten, that is, the upper Sod 
ploughed up, and burnt, and the Aflies o f  the Sods and Heath 
i’pread upon the Soil, they produce good Flax.

Grounds which are wet, cold, ftifF, clayey and coarfe are very 
unfit for Flax, and fo are fuch as are hungry, barren and boggy. 
But loamy Grounds, in which Sand predominates over the C lay , 
are good tor Flax, provided they are not too wet.

Flax does not ftrike its Roots above an Inch or two deep ; and 
therefore does not require a deep or a fat Soil ; it  requires only a 
fine mellow Mould, two Inches deep, free from Weeds, nothing 
being io injurious to Flax as Weeds, which ftarve and fuffocate 
i t  ; and for this reafon Flax thrives beft in untry ’d frefh ley 
Grounds which i f  mellow, both afford a fufficient depth o f Mould 
bv one ploughing, and good harrowing, andare free*ft o f  all o- 
ther Landsfrom Weeds.

sfiCT
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S E C T .  II.

O f<■Ploughing and Harrowing the Ground foÿ 
Flax.

T H E  R  E are three Things, which ought principally to he ob-
ferved in Agriculture or Tillage, ift. T hat the Grain  be

luited to the Na ture o f  the Soil. 2d. T h at the Soil be fufficiently
broken and made fine by labouring, and by being expofed to the
^un and Frofts. 3d. That the Soil be well cleared, from time to
time, o f  the Roots o f  Weeds and Grafs: I f  thefe Maxims be care-
fu lly  obferved, very  litt le  Manure o f  any kind w ill  be w an t­
ing.

I f  the Soil be rich, m ellow and dry, fuch as our Sheep-lands 
com monly are, (which are therefore moil recommended) then 
one ploughing w ill  befufficient, which is to be done in February, 
ploughing the Ground three or four Inches deep, and laying the 
Sod with theGrafs-fide down fmooth and even, and in the latter 
end or March or beginning o f  A pril, when the Frofts are over 
you  are to harrow it ,  not crofs-wife, but along the Ridges, and 
take care not to turn the green Sod in harrowing, for that would 
occafjon a great deal o f  Trouble before you could break the Land 
and Sods fine enough, and would fill your Ground w ith  Weeds 
and Graft ; for that reafon, firft makeufe o f  middle-fized Har­
row s, which w ill not turn the Sod, and yet w il l  tear the Mould 
oft, and afterwards make ufe o f  finer Harrows, and work the 
Ground therewith, t il  you have made the Mould very  fine and 
about tw o Inches deep; breaking all the Clods and Lumps! and 
lem oving  all Stones and Rubbiihfrom  o f f  the Ground ; and when 

^ rouncM s prepared, then fo w  your Seed.
I f  your Soil he a ftrong Loam, or more inclined to C la y  than 

Sand, and wants the W in te r ’s Frofts to break it fine, then you 
are to g ive it tw o P’loughings, the firft in  Oftober, and the next in

í í  i l u beiore y °u  fow your Seed, taking care to harrow it 
w e ll  before and after the lafl Ploughing.

But i f  your Soil be coarfe or a flifF C la y ,  or aftubborn Gravel, 
(which are not recommended for Flax, and ought n ot to be ufed 
but when you have no other) you muft then o f  Neceffity give it 
three Ploughings, the firft for Summer-Fallow, and proceed af;er 
as above mentioned, crofs-ploughing it  the fécond time, and har­
ro w in g  the Ground well before and after the fécond and third 
P lough ings; and in Proportion  as your Land is ft iff, you are to 
plough it  the deeper, to prevent the W ater from ly in g  too near 
the Roots o f  the Flax ; nothing being fo injurious to Flax as too 
aiuch W ater or a cold Soil.

' In
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In  dry Soils the Ridges cannot be made too wide or too flat 
or the Furrows too ihallow, there being no danger o f  Water 
lying at the Roots in a light Soile : but in clayey fliff Soils the 
Ridges ihould be made higher, but flat, 8 or io Feet broad at 
moil, and the Furrows deeper, in proportion to the ftifnefs o f  
the Soil, in order to carry off the Water the better, and for this 
purpofe proper Drains ought to be made to convey the W ater 
from the Furrows.

But with regard to the plowing of Ley-Ground for Flax, whe-’ 
ther the fame be light and fandy, loamy, or clay, it  cannot be 
doubted i f  the fame Tillage be given to it, as is requir’d for 
Corn, that is, a Summer-Fallow, and tw o or three Plouehinas 
and Hanowings, but that fuch Land, i f  it  be kindly would 
produce an extraordinary Crop o f  Flax and Seed, and much bet­
ter than it can do by one or tw o Ploughings only ; and at the 
fame time make the Ground fit for giving i  or 3 very good Crops 
o tC o rn , which would make ample Amends for any extraordina­
ry Tillage you give the Land: For as Flax deftroys all Weeds 
and does not enter but litrle above an Inch into the Ground’ 
you may depend upon having on the fame Spot, where you had 
your Fiax, a good Crop o f  any other fort o f  Grain, provided 
fuch Grain ftnkes its Roots deeper than Flax does; it beinc the 
right Judgment in fowing, that where you fow  Seeds o f  fhallow 
Roots one Year, to fow  the next Year Seeds which ihoot their 
Roots deeper, for by this means each fort w ill  meet with fuffi- 
cient Nounihment in different, freih, and unexhaufted parts o f  
the Soil, and not deprive one another o f  their due Food.

S E C T .  III.

O f the Choice of the Seed, the Quantity, and manner 
of (owing it.

GOODFlax-Seed is generally o f  a browniih yellow Colour, t'he 
Husk.weH filled and plump, with a little turn up at the 

ena, and the Kernel white and hard; but decayed Seed is either
&  I I  ’ u°r Per? a  b!ack> lo a d e r  and thinner by far in the Kernel than the good Seed

í 6 beft o f t ’heir Seed for their ow n ufe, and 
n,eyr  * °  F9rLeiSn,ers they frequently mix with decayed 

h a d ’ r  fome.tHpes the whole Parcel brought to us from thence
m- cií°  E / aií. Seated, either before or after it has been 

put on Ship board, that not a Grain o f  it has been found to erow

the s ï r l  J  vWC,|llaVT  ran'  the BlUick is generally mixed with 
Flax Seed : Thus are we abufed and cheated in foreign

■ %' If
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I f  the People o f  the Southern parts o f  this Kingdom wou'd 
fow  their Seed in good Land, and fave the Seed thereof in the 
proper manner, it might always be had in good Condition , and 
w ou 3d equall i f  not excell any we import from abroad.

Three Buihels and a half o f  Seed are fufficient for a P lan tati­
on Acre o f  coarfe Land, and four Buihels and a half are enough 
fo r  an Acre o f  the Richeft Land.

Flax-Seed fowed thin produces the beft Seed and in greateft 
quantity , and when fowed thick yields finer Flax, but lefs and 
worfe Seed.

I f  Flax-Seed be fow n very thick, fcarce one Grain in T en  w ill  
g row  j but i f  fowed thin, hardly a Grain  o f  good Seed w il l  fail, 
and therefore fome think that three Buihels are fufficient for an 
Acre.

There can be nothing more pernicious to the raifing o f  Flax, 
than fow in g  it too thick, for by fo doing the Flax can never be 
R ip e , the Harl has no fubftance, the Seed produced is bad, both 
in  Quantity and qnality, and the Flax will certainly lodge, be­
fore it is R ipe or fit for life .

Sow ing o f  Flax-Seed in an even and equall manner is o f  great 
Ufe, and may be foon learn’ t ,  but Jtis practice that w i l l  make 
one expert in  it.

The T im e  for Sowing o f  Flax-Seed is from the latter end o f  
March to the middle o f  April, the earlyer the better, and for this 
reafon a good Husbandman ought to have his Ground ready for 
Sow ing by the 20th o f  March, that he may take hold o f  the firft 
opportunity, w'hich offers after, for Sowing his Seed ; and take 
care not to Sow it tw o  Years fucceffively in  the fame fpot of 
G round, but to ih ift  i t  into frelh Land, to prevent its degene­
rating.

W hen you have fo w n  your Seed, you mufl get a pretty  large 
T horn  Buih, and fix thereon a weight o f  T im ber or Stone, fuffi­
cient to moke the Thorns to enter in  fome meafure your 
Ground. This Buih muft be dragged by an Horfe over your new 
fowed Ground, and w il l  cover the Flax-Seed much better than 
any Harrow can d o ; but becaufe the Buíh may be apt to be 
choaked by the Rubbifh, there ought to be a fm allcord  fo fixed 
to  the Buih, as that a Boy by holding that cord in his Hand, 
may by g iving it a twitch, raife the Buih fomewhat o f f  the Land, 
which w il l  make the D irt and Rubbiih to fa ll  down from the 
Buih, a ll which muft be removed from o ff  the Ridges, that the 
Flax may fpring equally.

A fte r  the Seed is fown and cover'd, it  is o f  ufe to  roll the 
Ground well w ith  a R o lle r  about $ Foot long, and i j  Inches 
Diameter, made round, which is to be drawn in a Frame by a 
Horfe. this ro lling ought to be in dry Weather, for i f  it  be w et, 
both Seed and Soil w ill  cling to the R o ller , and fpoil all : The 
end o f  ro llin g  is both to break the Mould finer and to make the

Soil
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Soil lye clofe to the Seed, fo as neither the drying Winds may 
hurt the Seed, nor Birds gather it and the Trouble is not great, 
for one Horfe w ill role fix Acres in a Day.

When the Flax is grown about fix leaves high above the Ground, 
the Dutch roll it  with a roller made eight lquare, and fix Foot 
long ; this roller is drawn by a Horie ihod with broad Leathern 
Shoes to prevent his cutting the Flax, as he Threads thereon, or 
his finking too far into the Soil.

It  wouJd be a great benefit to the Flax, i f  your Flax-land lay 
fo, that W ater may be conveyed to it at pleafure in very dry 
Seafons; which often happen in the Spring, and beginning of 
Summer, the Watering o f it at fuch a time, would make the 
Flax thrive exceedingly, and bring the greater Profit, in regard 
that Flax fails in  fuch Seafons in moft places.

S E C T .  IV.

Of Weeding Flax.

FL A X  muft be carefully Wed, when it is about four Inches 
high ; the Weeds muft be cut with a iharp Knife, or Iron in 

the form o f  a ChiiTel, as near the R oot as you can, but the Roots 
muft not be pulled up, becaufe that loofens and abufes the Flax.

The Weeders cannot hurt the Flax by fitting or lying on it, 
while they are Weeding -, but they may do it much prejudice by 
ftanding on it, efpeceally i f  they have Shoes or Pumps on, the 
I-kels o f  them being apt to cut the Flax.

S E C T .  V.

Of (pidling and Rippling of Flax, and faving the 
Flax-Seed.

F L A X is known to be ripe or fit for pulling, when the* 
Bowles or Pods, which contain the Seed, grow brown, and 

the Leaves towards the R oot fall from the Stalk, and then you 
ought to pull your F lax ; and i f  you obferve fome part o f  the 
Flax much finer than the reft, pull the Fine by it felf, and the 
Coarfe by it felf, and manage them feparately in the watering 
and dreffing o f  the Flax. For the Coarfer Flax is much fooner 
rated or water’d than the fine, and fliou’d they be promifcuoufly 
pull'd and water’d together, the coarfe Flax w o u ’d be fpoil’d 
before the fine cou'd be fufliciently water'd.

When you have pull'd as much Flax as you can hold in your 
Hand, lay that down on the Ground, keeping the Roots toge­

ther,



c
ther, and pull another handfull, which lay by the fide o f  the firft, 
o r a  crofs it, and fo proceed with the reft, there let them lie for 
fix or feven Days to Weather, then take up as many o f  thefe 
handfulls as w il l  make a Sheaf o f  the thicknefs o f  ones Thigh, 
and placing that fide o f  the handfulls which lay next the Ground, 
on the outfide o f  the Sheaf, bind them together in the middle,5 
or near the upper end, that when thefe Sheaves are to be placed' 
on  their butts, thofe butts may be fpread out, and the middle o f  
the Sheaf left as hallow as a Bird-cage, that the W ind may freely 
pafs thorough them ; thefe Sheaves are to be left thus ftanding 
in  the Field for eight or ten Days, tw o  and tw o leaning on 
each other in long rows, or eight or ten o f  them placed on the 
Butts in a Circular form, leaning on each other untill  they are 
fo dry that there is no fear o f  heating in the Stack.

W hen the Sheaves are perfe&ly dry, then you are to Houfe 
them, or Stack them in  fuch a manner as may beft preferve them 
from R ain  or other W ater, un till  the Spring, when you have 
occaiion to fow  the Seed.

In  making your Stacks, take care that there be a foundation 
made w ith  Stones, fufficiently raifed from the Earth, that no un­
der W ater  or damps may prejudice the Flax ; and i f  your ground 
and other circumftances incline you to make it into large Stacks, 
rather make i t  up in the form o f  a Rick, then large round Stacks, 
both for keeping it better aired, and that when you have occa- 
fion to take i t  dow n to Ripple, you may b e a t  libery to take 
d o w n  but part o f  it ,  which you may eafily do when it is in a 
R ick  ; whereas when Jtis in a round Stack, you muft take down 
all  at once, and thereby be more fubjett to be injured by acci­
dental Showers, or wet W eather : But i f  you make it into round 
Stacks o f  a moderate fize, you w il l  avoid ail thefe inconveni- 
encies; but by all means take care to have your Stacks well 
Thatch ’d, w ith  a fufficient Water-caft to throw off the rain, and 
in  making your Stacks place your Sheaves in  fuch a manner, that 
the Seed pods may be kept dry and well aired.

T h e  Flax  which the Dutch, Flemmings, and People o f  other 
Countries intend for Seed, they never R ipple  the fame Seafon 
they pull i t ,  but keep the Flax and Seed together, t i l l  the enfu- 
in g  Spring, and in the mean time Houfe or Stack it. There is 
n o  way fo  fure, fafe and natural to preferve Seeds o f  all kinds 
dry, pure, and free from heating, as to keep them on the Stalks, 
and in  the Pods wherein they grow , which keep them cool and 
free from m oiilure; whereas when they are feparated from their 
Stalks and Pods, and heaped together, they are very apt to heat 
and lweat, and none more than Flax-feed, which is very O i ly ;  
and nothing but frequent turning and airing on dry Floors, 
w i l l  keep them from heating, grow in g  Mufty, and from lofing 
their C olour.

In



t  >? ]
In  order to deftroy Rats and Mice, which are fond of Flax- 

feed, it is requiiite, i f  you are troubled with fuch Vermin, in 
forming the Stack, at every two Foot diftance to place Reeds 
fill’d with Poifon ; for this purpofe, with an equall quantity of 
white and yellow Arfenick, ground by an Apothecary to a pal­
pable powder, mix a fufficient quantity o f  Malt-flower, wet the 
whole with Milk, and a little Cariary-Wine, with a few drops 
o f  the Oyle o f  Annifeed, when the whole is in a Parte, fill the 
hollows o f  the Watèr-rëed cut about a Span long with thisPafte, 
and flop up each end o f the Reed, i f  there be occaiion, with 
finall wooden peggs, fo as the Poifon may not drop o u t; thefmell 
o f  the Canary and Oyle w ill draw the Vermin, and tempt them 
to knaw the Reeds, which they cannot do without eating fome 
o f  the Poifon, which will deftroy them, and make that part o f  
the Vermin which are not Poifon'd, to defert the Stack, and 
never more come near it.

Some build their Stacks on Ports or round Pillars with large 
broad Stones on the top o f  the Ports, by which method they keep 
their Flax cool and airy, and prevent any Vermin from getting 
into the Stacks.

Others who have the Conveniency o f  fine dry Sand, have made 
ufe of it with fuccefs in  baniihing Vermin from their Stacks, by 
Brewing and fprinkling the Sand on the Bowles, and Sheaves as 
they are placed in the Stack, for when the Vermin come to eat 
the Seed, they will be fo difturbed by the Sand falling into their 
Eyes and Mouths that they will quit it.

In  the middle or latter end o f  March, take down your Stack, 
and carry it into your Barn, and fever the'Bowles or Seed-pods 
from the Stalks, this is better done by Rippling than by Thralh- 
ing, becaufe the Rippling Combs do not break or difturb theHarl 
or Skin o f the Flax as Thraihing does, and they fever the Leaves 
and Branches, as well as the Bowles from the Flax, which Thraih­
ing will not do, and Rippled Flax lies better in Water, fpreads 
eafily on Grafs, and is eafier Swingled

The Dutch Rippling-Bench or Board, is made o f  a Board 8 
Foot long, i j  Inches broad and i  Inches thick, and rounded at 
the T op  for one to fit a ftride upon, it is fixed on Feet with bra­
ces about two Foot and a half high ; in the middle o f  the Board 
is placed the Rippling-Comb, the Teeth whereof ought to be o f  
Iron, and from iz  to i j  Inches long, and the edges o f  the Teeth 
ought to ftand diredtly oppoiite to each other, the better to catch 
the Bowles of the Flax as it is Rippling.

When you Ripple your Flax, lpread a winnow Sheet on the 
Floor under the Rippling-Bench, to receive the Bowles, and asyou 
open the Sheaves, take out each handful by it  felf, o f  which the 
Sheaf was made, for each handful w ill  cling together and fepa- 
rate from the reft o f  the Sheaf, when well made up, and no more 
than one handful can be Rippled at once: T w o  Perfons may 
Work at the fame Rippling Comb, each Perfon ftriking his hand-
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fu i alternately, and tw o  others are to attend them, whofe care 
is to open theSheaves, and to hand to his Rippler the handfuls 
o f  Flax, o f  which the Sheaf was compofed, and when the Rippler 
Ripples that handful, the Perfon who attends him receives that 
back, and fupplies him w ith  another handful ; the Rippled Flax 
is to be laid by it felf. obferving to  keep the handfuls together 
t i l l  yoti have a fufficient quantity wherewith to make a Sheaf, 
then the Perfon who attends the Rippler binds it  in  the middle 
in to  a Sheaf o f  about three Quarters of a yard in  Circumference ;  
when all the Flax is thus Rippled and bound in Sheaves, the next 
care is to R ate  or W ater it.

W hen the Bowles or Bells are thus Rippled from the Flax, yoil 
mu(i immediately Thrafh them w ell w ith  Flails, as you do 
the Ears o f  C o rn  ; or i f  your quantity be very great, and you 
have the convetfiency o f  a large Barn, you may in  lefs time and 
■with lefs expence do it w ith  Horfes in  the fo llow in g  manner, 
viz,, lay the Bowles in  a large ring, and ty in g  $ or 6 Horfes to ­
gether, the Head o f  one to the T a il  o f  another, drive them 
round upon the Bowles, and w ith  Brooms or Shovels keep under 
the Horfes Feet the Bowles which w il l  be apt to fcatter by their 
treading it, and thus proceed t ill  that parcel be fufficiently 
broken, and by this means you w il l  Thraih a great deal in  a 
D ay. becaufe the Bowles w i l l  be very dry for having been Stack­
ed all the W inter.

W hen you have thus Thrafh'd your Bowles, you are then to 
feparate the Seed from the T hraih  and Bowles with Sieves, firil 
making ufe o f  thofe o f  a fmall maih or little  holes, to fever the 
duft and feeds o f  Weeds from the Flax-Seed, and when that is 

. done, to make ufe o f  Sieves o f  a larger mafh, which w il l  let the 
Flax-Seed thorough and none o f  the Bowles or B e lls ;  for this 
purpofe the Dutch make ufe o f  Sieves made with a large Parch­
ment bottom, punch’d as full o f  fmall round holes as clofe and 
contiguous as can be, fo as not to fuffer the Flax-Seed it  fe l f  to  
pafs thorough, but on ly  the duft and feed o f  the Weeds, this done 
they have another Parchment Sieve, punch'd w ith  oblong holes, 
thorough which they lift the Flax-Seed, and fever it from the 
pieces o f  Bowles and Pods, which t i l l  then the Seed was mixed 
w ith , and can ’t pafs thorough thofe oblong holes; fo m eo f thofe 
fort o f  Sieves are at the Linnen-board.

For the more eafy cleaniing the Seed, brought to us from the 
B a l t i c from the feeds o f  Weeds, which are generally mixed w ith  
it .  theTruflees o f  the L innen-M anufaâure have fet up at their 
Ware-houfe in Dublin an Engine which does the W ork well and 
with  great expedition ; This Engine is made round, in  the form 
o f a C y lin d er or Jong Barrel, about 7 Foot long and 18 Inches 
Diame ter, and covered with Velum or Parchment, punch'd full 
o f  little  round Holes, and fupported with a Frame o f  round pieces 
o f  W o o d . this Frame turns upon tw o  Iron  Gudgeons, fo plac’d 
that the upper end o f  the C ylin d er lies y or 6 Inches higher than
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the other, when the Cylinder is turn’d about by the help o f 
a handle at the upper end, all the Seed which falls into it from 
a Hopper is rolled frequently about, and by the means of tome 
Barrs 'within fide, takes fome time before it comes out at the 
end and in the paflàge, the Seed of Weeds, which are fmall, 
drop thorough the little  round holes o f  the Velum m to a Trough, 
and the Flax-Seed which is too large to pafs thorough thole holes, 
is difcharged at the end o f  the Cylinder by it ielt ; and i f  any 
o f  the Seeds o f  Weeds ftiould happen to pais with the Flax-Seed, 
the repeating the Operation will ntirely i r.’.rate them : By this 
contrivance, two Women one tor tur.nug the Cylinder, and 
the other for fupplying it with the foul Seed, w ill  cleaufe moie 
Seed in a day than 10  Women can do with Sieves

Great care ought to be taken to cleanle the Flax Seed from 
the Seed o f Weeds, for i f  they are 'ow n  with the Flax-Seed, 
they will occafion a great deale o f  trouble in weeding, and in 
the weeding time can hardly be diftinguilh’d from the Flax and 
i f  fuffer’d to grow with the Flax, w ill  by ftarving it and tw in ­
ing about the Flax greatly injure it.

The method above defcribed is the fureft and leaft expenfive 
way o f  having Flax-Seed in good order, free from all danger 
o f  heating, or lofing Colour, and there is hardly a Seed thus 
faved but what w ill grow. And accordingly the Flax which the 
Dutch and Flemingi referve for their ow n fowing. they never 
Ripple the fame Seafon they pull it, but Houfe or Stack it ti 
the Spring : but in regard that the People in this Country have 
not a Stock o f  Flax beforehand, and have occafion for all, it not 
the ereateft part o f  their Flax to work up in W inter, and theie- 
fore cannot wait till the Spring following to Ripple and water 
their Flax ; The Directions in this Cafe for faving the Seed are 
as follows.

Ripple no more o f  your Flax the firit Seafon, than what you 
w ill  have occafion for the W inter following. When your Flax 
has been pull’d in handfuls, and laid on the Ground to W ea­
ther for * or 6 Days, and then bound in Sheaves, and placed 
on their Buts leaning on one another till they are iufficiently 
dry as is above mention'd, then you are to carry the Flax to 
your Barn and Ripple it, and bind the Rippled Flax into 
Sheaves o f  about three quarters of a yard in Circumference, thus 
prepared it is fit for Watering. .

But for the Bowles, Bells or Pods which you have Rippled rrom 
the Flax, you are to order them thus, after feparating the Leaves 
and Rubbiih from them, lay them out very thin on a W m now- 
Cloth to dry in the open Air, and often turn them in a Day, 
but i f  your quantity be too large for that, or fhat the VVeather 
does not anfwer, lay them very thin on a dry Malt-Houle floor, 
or boarded floors, and turn them twice a Day for the fir It Vv eek, 
giving them all the Air that poifibly you can, and as they grow 
dry lay them thicker, and turn them once a Day tor the next 

'  ' C i  Fortnight,
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Fortnight, and twice a W e t*  after till the Spring, when thev 
are to be thrafli’d and clean'd for ufe.

In  order to keep the Bowles which you Ripple o ff  the firftSea- 
ion from heating it wou d be o f  ufe to Jay up in fome dry place 
the Bun or the Chaff or Bowles o f  your Jail Years Flax and mix 
them with the green Bowles o f  the next Years growth, for being 
themfelves very dry they will be a great means o f  drying the 
green Bowles by fucking in their Moifture, and keep them from 
hearing, % r

’ T is the practice in Germany, in order to prevent their Seed 
from degenerating, to give it a Years reft once in three or four 
Years, keeping it  with the C h a ff  duly turn'd, till the Spring come 
tw elve  Month after it is pull’d, and 'tis found that Flax-Seed thus 
kept w ill  yield a better Crop than otherwife it w ou ’d.

S E C T .  VI.
O f Watering or Rating of Flax.

Y O U R  Flax being Rippled and bound in Sheaves as above 
mentioned, your next bufinefs is to W ater or R ate  it.

The in tent o f  W atering o f  Flax is to make the Pith or Puíp of, 
the Flax, commonly call d the Bun, to feparate from the Bark or 

•Skin commonly call'd the Harl, and this is effefted by putting the 
F lax into Water,_and keeping it there feveral Days, which w il l  
ra.fe a Fermentation in the Flax, and by rotting the Bun, w il l  
make it part eafily from the H ad , and at the fame time purge and 
fo ften  the Flax. r  5

T h e  beft Waters for rating o f  Flax, are ten d in g  Waters, which 
have been ,ongexpofed  to the Sun and Weather, and are become 
lo ft ,  warm, and bear Soap, fuch as tnoft o f  the Loughs in this 
K ingdom  are ; ír you have not the conveniency o f  fuch Loughs 
then you ought to make rating Ponds, which ought to be fo 
jcituated, that you may convey at pleafure W ater from fome ad­
jacent ftream into  them in the dryeft Sumtcer, and take care not 
ro make your I onds in foul mouldring Grounds, Gravel or ftiff 
C la v  are the beft for that purpofe.

Thele Ponds m ay be made from 5 to 8 Footdeep"and wide, and 
as long as the quantity  o f  your Flax w il l  require, and ought 
to  be fill d with W ater fo early in  the Year, as that it may be 
fufhciently foften d by the Weather, before you put your Flax
jn to  it.

A l l  \\ aters that are hard and cold are improper for ratine o f  
Flax, becaufe they n ot on ly  check the Fermentation, which is re- 
quinte, but make the Flax hard and w iry  ; for that reafon Rivers 
acd running Streams are not fo good, and efpecially fuch as have 
íírong fw ift  Currents, in regard they fret and tear the Harl from 

I 11* ^ og-W ater, though it be foft, yet is very unfit for 
Max. becaufe it generally ftains, and difcolours the Flax, in fuch 
a.^nannei, that fuch Stains can feldom be soc out by the hefl 
Blejtthing. '  The
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The Seafon for watering your Flax varies according to the 

t,me y ° u r,PPle .1C- y ° u ripple it the fame Seafon k  is pulled 
then immediately after rippling carry it to the W afPV- 5 
keep e r  FI,*  in .stack  .11 ihe W inter, then the £ f „ ’t  i ' g *
mg that Fla* will be about the middle o f  April, and not fooner" 
or any time m the Summer after looner,.

When you lay your Flax in the Water, lay the fir ft Ranee o f 
Sheaves the long w ay o f  the Pond, and the next Range a W s  
the fir/1 and fo proceed alternately, till the Flax be piled fo h.Vh 
that when i t i s funki ft wiJ! be about i 4 Inclie under the S e e

S ' J E  i & r *  f î S s ï , 5 - «s* *  « « ^ S s
weight o f  Stones mail be laid fufficient to keep X "F k x  an T a ll  
under Water ; for as foon as the Flax has been la.M * and a11 
Í  w ill  fo ürongly
at work to keep it down, to the end the unper Range mav be e 
qually watered with the lower. S y be e'

*1, Whun /ithe Flax has heen three or four Days in the r 
then thruft your Arm as far into the Water as vou can Sn U
out fome o f  the Straws of the Elax by the Bur* »n3\  j  S ™  
o f  them ; i f  they break readily, inftead o f  b e n d in g a n d T h l  S ™ ?
quits the Bun without difficulty, the Flax i s f u L m i l  i
but i f  the Bun does not readily break or the Hurl n ■ ^ ra?e 
you muft repeat this Experiment twice a Day until' vou h 
found thereby, that the Flax is fufficiently water’ d • yet w h J î t h  
Fermentation gives over, fo that the Flax finks o f  i t l l f i r '  
Sign that it is fufficiently watered 3 a

2S? of x ix S f â & à
W c h c o n M a e d  the w w ,  . s it  1» ,  there purging and f ? í

and ftronger, and c o n f id e n t ly  th e 'ra d n g w ii l  be f  tHe qU'CkeC but i f  the Weather he crAA ■ rating w ill be iooner over ;

This is a certain Rule in ratine M  ^  grafllrlS afcerwards ;
felf, and the fine apart byi t  f e l f t e c a í , f t h e f in e ^  ? % “ “ * ,  by ÍC 
longer to rate than thecoarfe ’ takes feveral Days

During



During the time o f  rating o f  your Flax, you ought not to let 
in  any more Recruits o f  W ater in to  your Ponds, than what is 
abfolutely neceflary to keep the Stones, laid over the Flax, conti­
nually  cover'd, for bringing in  a Q uantity  o f  freih cool W ater, 
w il l  check the Fermentation, which ought to be avoided.

S E C T .  VII.
O f GraJJing of Flax.

W H E N  your Flax is fufficiently rated, taken out o f  the YVa- 
ter and cleanfed, then mull it  be grafs'd in the fo llow ing 

manner. w
Firft the Bandage muft be taken off, Sheaf by Sheaf, ana the 

F lax  fpread in R ow s as even at the Roots, and as thin as is pom* 
ble, on  a n ew  mowed Medow, or on Ground where the Grais is 
Ihort, leaving at the But-end o f  the Flax as much Room  unco­
ver'd as w i l l  receive the F lax, when turn'd over on the Buts; by 
which turning the Buts w il l  remain in the lace they were on be­
fore, but the Heads w il l  be ©n the oppofite Side. Then proceed 
to  make a fécond R o w  with the fame C aution , only  with this 
Difference, that there is no occafion for leaving a greater D u­
rance between the Heads o f  the firft R o w , and the Roots o. the

* fécond, than an Inch or thereabouts, that they may not entangle 
w ith  each other, for the fpace o f  Ground which contained the 
firft R o w ,  when turn'd w i l l  contain the fécond \ and proceed af­
ter this manner to fpread all the Flax.

W hen the Flax has thus lain four or five Days, and has acquired 
the defired C olour, which is either wrhite or yellow , then with 
the help o f  a long W and, held in  both Hands, and thruft under lo 
much o f  the Flax as you then deiign to turn, you are to turn the 
F lax  over upon the R oots, the Heads the other w ay, and the Roots 
ftill kept as even as poifible, and fo proceed R o w  by R o w  till  the 
w hole  Field be turn'd ; let i t  thus continne a Day or tw o to 
bleach and ftiffen, or longer, i f  the Weather be not favourable. 
W h en  the Flax is thus fufficiently ftiflfen'd, then the nrft dry Day 
take i t  from o ff  the Graft, and gather as npch o f  the F k x  as 
w i l l  make a Sheaf, and without ty in g  it ,  place it  on  the Buts  ̂
g iv in g  the upper en'd a l itt le  twift to make it cling together, and 
opening it  very  wide at the Bottom , as hollow as a Bird-Cage, 
that the Sun, A ir  and W ind may fufficiently dry it  ;  and when 
i t  is very dry, and out o f  danger o f  heating, then carry it  home 
in  a dry D a y s and either houie or ftack it, taking care it you 
ftack it ,  to thatch i t  extraordinary well ; for Flax is much mon 
liable to  be fpoiled, i f  it  receives W ei after it is fufficiently wa
tered, grafs'd and dryed. n u n  a

I f  the W eatherprove w et, Flax w il l  not fufferat all by itand-
in g  in  the Field, but i f  it  prove w indy and ftormy, it w ill  be apt
to  diforder the Flax, and mingle the Buts and Ends together
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and thereby create a vaft deal o f Trouble to fet all right again • 
for the Buts mu (I be always kept together, when fwingled heck’ 
led and fpun. The only Remedy to avoid this Inconvenient* 
is either to water your Flax in April or May, when we are not 
troubled with Winds or to fow early in April, that the Flax mav 
be earlier ripe, pulled, rated, and graíTed, before thofe Stormc 
happen, which are fo frequent about Michaelmas.

I f  your Flax has not been fufficiently watered, you mavheln 
that by letting ,t  lye longer on the Grafs, till you find the Bun 
w il l  break readily, and the Harl feparate well from i t  ; but i f  on 
the other hand your Flax has been over-rated in the W ater rhpn 
a Day or two after it is grafs’d, and that the Flax is grow n iiiff 
i f  the Bun breaks readily, fuch Flax ihould be immediately r a t ™  
from off the Grafs, and ftooked on the Buts in the Field till i t  
be fufficiently dry, and then carried direftly to the Barn and not

and heckled ° Ver‘ Watered be the that is’ /wingled

I f  your Flax in graifing finks to the Roots o f  long Grafs or be 
jhadedby it, it  w ill be hindered thereby from drying, and w ill  
foon rot and therefore ought to be raifed as foon as poffible 
and placed upon the Buts, and i f  it  be caft down by Winds it  
muft be íet up again immediately. *

The Dutch never fuffer their Flax to lye more than tw o or three 
Days on the Grafs m  order to ihffen it. unlefs they perceive ic 
to  be under-rated, and when it  is iHffen’d, they immediately 
raife ito n  the Buts, to give it all the Benefit it  can have from the 
W ind and A ir , in  order to give their Flax a beautiful Colour 
which they conceive it  cannot have, i f  it  be lufFer'd to lye lone 
upon the Grafs, which would grow thorough it,andfhade it  a n f  
prevent the A ir  from parting thorough it, as it would otherwife 
do when placed on the Buts } and i f  R a in  or Dew falls on it in
t u 0íU v n,u,t  1 1 hi nder the Flax from drying, than it  
would do i f  the Flax lay flat on the Ground.

S E C T .  VIII.
O f Breaking, and Swingling or Scutching of Flax.

BEfore you go about to break your Flax, fee that your Flax be' 
dry enough fo that the Bun w ill eafily break, and feparate

tbe^nn a Kiln’ “  ^  1  *  d ly  en0U§h’ then dt7 «
n r0V>foa r e’ ,tak,ngcare to P a v e n t  its taking 

fire The Dutch in fuch Cafe make ufe o f  a large Oven, which they
make fo warm as that they can put their Flax with Safety there-
V?’ having firft untied the Shaves and placed them on the Buts :
then they Hop the Mouth o f the Oven as do le  as roffible,and there
let the Flax ííand for the fpace o f i z  Hours to fweat: this dons
they remove it thence, and bind it into large Sheaves’, and cover
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W hen your F l ix  is fufficiently dry, then you are to apply y o u i  
fe lf  to the breaking o f it, which is done with Breakes made with 
three Bars under and tw o above, the Mafh o f Dutch Breâkes are 
made íballower than ours, arid the Rollers of theirs are fquare, 
and not rounded as ours are, which keeps their W ork tighter 
and fteadier than ours do, their Breaks are fomewhat ihorter 
than ours, which has a good effeft on theit Flax, becaufe they 
can manage them more nimbly, and whip their Flax, and turn 
i t  under the Break more readily, fo as to break and fqueeze the 
Bun to pieces, and the Ma(h o f  their Breaks being fo (hallow, the 
Harl runs no risk o f  breaking or tewing.

T he dryer your Flax is made the eafier w ill  the Bun break, and 
the Harl feparatefrom it, and not run lo much to T o w , or Back­
ings as otherwife it wou'd.

Breaking o f  Flax being the proper Buiinefs o f  the Swingler, he 
ought to do it  at the fame time he fwingles. Swingling o f  Flax, 
o r  fcutching o f  it, as others call it , is to fever the Bun or Pith 
from the Harl or Skin, after that the Flax has been fufficiently 
broken by the Breakes, and this is done by the means o f  Scutch- 
ing-Handles, which are about 14  or 1 6 Inches long, thofe ufed 
by the Dutch are about 9 Inches broad, thicker in  the Mid­
dle, and fall o ff  thinner towards the Edges ; w ith  thefe Scutch­
in g  Handles the Sw ingler is to clear the Flax from all the Bun 
which fticks to it, and which was fufficiently bruifed by the Break 
before, taking care in  ftriking o ff  the Bun, not to break or tear 
o f f  the Harl : A n  expert Man can fwingle Flax, more to the Pro­
fit o f  his Employer, by tw o  Pound in a Stone, than another, who 
is not w e ll  skill'd in  it ,  and the fame may be faid o f  Heckling,

T h e  ufual Price for breaking and fcutching o f  Flax to be fit for 
the Market, is a Penny or five Farthings for a Pound W eight, or
about 18 L  a Stone.

Thus you receive all the Inftruóhons which are neceiiary for 
fow in g  and faving o f  Flax-Seed, and preparing o f  Flax for the 
Heckle and Market, and which require but litt le  Skil or Expence 
to  put them in Execution, # ’

T h e  I n f l a t i o n s  for Heckling, Spinning, W eavinc, and Bleach­
ing , w il l  be communicated in a proper time, as alio  the I n d u c ­
tions for the Management o f  Hemp.

As the Dublin Society for Improving Husbandry, Mxnufacfures, arid 
cthtr u[eful Arts in this Kingdom, intend to communicate to the 
Publick their Obfervations and Inftruilions in  all the principal 
Parts o f  Husbandry, they think they could not begin better than 
by recommending the raifing o f  Flax and Flax-Seed, for the bet­
ter extending and carrying on the Linnen-Manufacture in this 
K ingdom , which is o f  the greateft Importance to us.

T heir  Obiervations and Inftru&ions for Improving other Parts 
o f  Husbandry w il l  in l ike  manner be PublilTiec} in  due time fof 
the Ufe o f  the Publick.

F I  N  I  S.
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