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THE {fubje& of amn Union with Great Britain
had been for {ome time confidered vague and with-
out any foundation. . But now we have every rea-
{on for fuppofing that the fole obje of theBritifh
Cabinet is to have the Britith and Irith legiflature
incorporated ;  this is a {fubje& of the greateft
importance and magnitude to the people of this
kingdom, if we regard that independence for
which we ftruggled fo long.;, But is this a time to
difcufs. this momentous fubje& ? fome people will
fay not, and that we ought to fufpend every

, - opinion
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opinion on it till we canafcertain upon whatterms
an Union will be made; away with fuch idle talk,.
who can be fo blind as not to fee the terms
when he reads the pamphlet for and againft an
Union ; who can be fo ftupid as not to know
that an Union'is in- agitation, when a man high
in office takes upon him: to enumerate the many
advantages that muft refult to this kingdom from
an Union ? the fow in the fable' thould warn us
that when a [flranger offers. bis fervices we bhave
reafon to look to eurfelves. 1 {ay that now is the
time to difcufs this (ubjec, while we can ufe
that freedom of fpeech which an Union may
check, and while the prefs, that national ergan,,
remain to convey our fentiments.

The firft and indeed the moft ferious alarm,.

was founded by a confidential friend to the

Englith’ Government, and I am forry to find,.

" that any gentleman fhould endeavour to impofe

arguments upon the Ifilh nation, the mof¥
erroneous that could'be poflibly dictated ; you
are,’ I am' informed, dn Englifhman, this may

“pallite your guilt; ag a'motive of patriotifmmay

induce you to aggrandize your own country ;

but it fhould not 'be at the éxpence of impove-

“rifhing ours,. I don’t charge you with corruption,

but
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‘but I clearly fee that your intention is to corrupt
and bias the minds of Irithmen by faife rea-
foning.

You begin by taking an'abftra&t view of #2v0
‘tndependent [lates whofe. feparate exifience: issmu-

. tually ' inconvenient il they form themfelves into
“an Union, this was, you fay, the cafe with the Ro-
‘mans and the Sabine States, thefe States were
joined by nature, they were not feparated by
any fea orjftreight, and from fome circumftances,
became afterwards united ; ifvthe Romans and
Sabines, thought it their mutual advantage to
“unite and ceafe from the wars in which they
‘were engaged at’ that period, how far does that
‘preve that Ireland which is feparated by nature
“fhould unite with England? “thefe two king-
donis are comne&ted by a conflitutional confede-
m;%ﬁ, they are - not at war with one another
as the-Sabines and*Romans were, the rude and
uncivilized gowernment of infant Rome is not
“like ours 3 what fimilitude is there in the trade,
"« commerce, cuftoms, ~conflitution, religion and
kaws of Rome and ours ? not the fmalleft. - Did
‘you think that the Irith were ignorant of the hif-

s

et tor?- of that country, and that your words would
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be confidered as infallible? if you did, you are mif-

taken, your reference to ancient politics in their

primitive ftate and not yet modelled by the
hand of experience, cannot convince us that {fuch

a {yftem if adopted by this country would be the

fwmmum bonum of our happinefs; if thofe twoftates

mutually agreed to unite and that the fubjects of
Tatius and Romulus unanimoufly concurred to

become one -and indivifible, it does not appear

as yet, that the people of lIreland are willing to

unite with England, and therefore a comparifon

made between two kingdoms diametrically op-

pofite in nature and policy, cannot in found

fenfe and reafon be confidered fufliciently cogent

or in any poflible manner, an ‘argument why

Ireland fhould unite with England, or that an

Union would contribute to our happinefs and

grandeur.

Your argument concerning the Saxon Hep-
tarchy is in every degree as abfurd; true it Is
that the feven kingdoms became united into one
empire, but can England and Ireland become
one empire? not till the Atlantic by the force of
its waters, {hakes Ireland from its foundation,

and like an unwieldy flotilla lathes it to the
Englith
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Englith {hore. " Hiftorians tell us that Sicily
was once joined to Italy, I fhould not be fur-
prifed if this fubtle reafoner told us that Ireland
was once really united to England, dll it was
torn from it by the force of the waters. You afk
- us did the people of the Saxon beptarchy lofe
their independence? oh abfurdity ! what analogy
has the independence of the heptarchyof England,
to the independence of Ireland? this country
was once a teflarachy, and did it lofe its
independence when Henry the II. annexed it to
England ? it was forced to do {g, as to the hep-
tarchy they were forced to unite\; with whom ?
with Englithmen? that is Englifhmen united with
Englithmen, wonderful indeed. Wales and Scot-
land * were originally joined by nature, they un-
derwent many changes from time to time under
different princes, hotwith{’canding all -their
changes they are now united, fuch are the ef-
fes of nature, wmaturam expellas furca tamen
ufque recurret he atks us, how is a Welchman
degraded by being reprefented in the Britifh
Parliament ! T afk in turn how is a Munfter-man

degraded by being reprefented in the Irifh Par-

* §ee Mr. Spencer’s pamphlet on the flate of Seotland.

o o
Lament :
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liament? but it is highly degrading to him to be 4

reprefented in a country which he may n.ever
caft his eyes upon.

The companfon you make w1th refpet to an
" Union . is to a-partner/bip in trade, you Jay if a
merchant for want of credit and capital, cannot
carry on trade it will be of advantage to fuch a
perfon to unite bimfelf with :an extenfive’ and
wealthy firm, now are we. {0 cm ider Ireland
as a bankrupt without credit or capital, and
England the extenfive and. wealthy firm ¢ this
muft be the meaning of your argument, then
{fee how the matter ftands ; the national
debt of England is 500 millions “of money,
the debt of Ireland 10 millions, does England
exceed Ireland in wealth and population, in
the fame proportion that fhe exceeds
Ler in the national debt? grant that Eng— :
land does, and why do I grant it do you -
afk, to fhew if ‘this be the cafe, England would
not be fo willing to incorporate with us, I fay
unlefs fhe was fure of gaining confiderably by
it.. -As for my part, 1 fhould think it imprudent
in an extenfive and wealthy meérchant to take a
bankrupt into partnerfhip, if the Englifh minifs

: ter




ter fees us overwhelmed in debt and reduced
to the loweft ebb of diftrefls, would it be po~
litic in him to take us into partnerthip ?. If
compaffion did not operate on him, prudence
never could ; if on the other hand, he fees us
wealthy and every profpe@before us of becom-
ing more profperous, would not policy di&ate
to him a plan of uniting with us 2 Yes, furely.
Now as bothkingdoms {tand in point of wealth,
commerce, art, {ciences, and if England ex-
cels us'in every fingle matter of thofe in a
tenfold proportionf if the is liable to fupport
herfelf and fwim acrofs the pool in which
Ireland would be fwallowed up,would it not be
the height of follyte fay, Ireland we fee you
finking, and werare willing to plunge our-
{elves into inevitable deftruction to try to fave
you ? Believe me that England, or rather the
Englith minifter, ¢ no fool, he fees his intereft
in fubje@ing us to his own country and re-
. ducing us to a‘petty province. But if there is
an Union, {urely Ireland is not refponfible
for the 500 millions of money ; grant it ; the
Britith Parliament will promife notto charge to

i A B - our
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our account a debt which we never contralted.
Muft Ireland be refponfible for any debts that
{hall be contracted after the Union ? why net?
We are told that our trade and commerce will
not be limited ; fo’ that ¥ England carrics on
the war for a few years more, the confolidated
debt of England and Ireland muft be many
millions more ; but we are told by this pam-
phleteer, that it does not avail, an Union will
make up for any debt or impoft, an Union
will compenfate us for our independence. O
tempora! o mores! who will believeit ? no
Irithman. Have yoil not reprefented the
Irith as immoral, uncivilized and irreligious,
divided by civil and religious difcontents, torn
afunder by rebellion and convulfed by infur-
re&tions ? have you not on the: other hand
buzzed into the ears of Europe, the civilized
ftate of the Englith, the fimplicity of their mo-
rals, and their ftri¢t adherence to the laws of
their country? If this be the cafe, which muf
be fo, when it comes from the mouth of an
Englifbman, and as it feems divefted of all
prejudice and partiality, how is it natural to
imagine that the moral Engli/bman, will

‘ affociate
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affociate with ‘the vicious 7rzfhman,that the opu-
lent and extenfive Englith merchant will join
int rade with the poor and perfidious Zri/bman?
You might as well aflert that the fierce tyger
would live in amity with the innocent lamb,
or the voracious falcon with the mild dove;
but you will fay that animals never formed by
nature to agree, will become reconciled by
time and cuftom, and that the kingdom at a
fature period will become the repofitory of
wealth and grandeur, when the wi/d Irifb be-
come incorporated with the docile Englifh ;
this at moft is but a promife, and how are
the Irith to fare till the promife will be accom-
plithed? I{fuppole aswell as we can. I think that
theoldadage maybeapplied here with{ome pro-
priety, live bonfe and you will get grafs. 1
fear that before that period many «of us will
emigrate to fome foreign country ; but why
do I talk of emigration? happy would it be
if we were allowed to emigrate from an im-
poverithed country ; we muft remain here to
fupport abfentees, who will grind us, to fup-
port pride, vain glory and ambition ; this will
be one gnod effect refulting from an Union ;

tradefmen




tradefmen and manufacturers, muft for waut.
of work enlift or get into the navy, and very
opportunely one hundred and twenty thoufand
men are wanting at prefent to man the navy.

‘Sparta at one time thought it prudent to

ftop her trade in order to man her fleets.
Another very fubftantial reafon you aflign
for an Union is, that the ftate of France dic-
tates its policy. You fay that France has not
only united to her and incorporated a great
addition of territory, but+has rendered abfo-
lutely dependant on her will, almoft all the
imall {tates that furround her; now I can-.
didly atk you, would it be found policy in
England to adopt plans fimilar to France?
to extend principles which every honeft man
detefts ; to wufe. fuch political meafures as
would incorporate England and Ireland, and
to make them oxe and indivifible 2 this
would militate againft that principle of jaﬁice
and honour which has dignified England ; it
would be repugnant to that virtuous fyftem
of policy which has raifed the head of Eng-
land fo much above other countries, quarn-
tum




The loyahﬁes have {aved this country, their
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tum lenta folent inter viburna cupreffi.  1s
this plain reafoning ? Thope I don’t give you
offence while 1 expofe your errors; I am
not perfonal, nor would I wifh to be lo,
though my indignation would often prompt
nie ; vn'uFence of {peech is no way to con-
{ute an argument -—-This country cries out
againft an Union, except thofe who, in your
own words, are under Briti/b influence ; the
voice of the people, as Locke  fays, muft
fway In every country, our inceffant cry is
Britifb connexion, but no Union. The loya-
lifts in this country are exceedingly numerous,
and willing to fupport ‘the prefent laws
and conftitution, but if this conflitution is
changed, or any innovations made to deftroy
legiflative independence, 1 dread the confe-

quences. [ am a loyalift, and thould be very

Aorry to fee this country feparated from Eng-

land, and I fhould be equally forry to fee it
united ; thoughiwell Ilove England I Jove
my own better,faid the old Iri/b Patriot; it

would be contrary to the firft principle of

nature to dove another better than himfelf

zeal
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zeal and aQivity is unparalleled in the page of’
hiftory, and now the forcing an Unior: down
the throats of thofe who ftepped forward in the
hour of danger, would be well rewardmg ‘their
toils, their labours, and voluntary contri-

y
B

butions.
‘ | : .

But to return to your elaborate eflay on an
Union ; you tell us that the {fovereign refides

‘in England ; and fo hedoes; you fay that it

is the repofitary of wealth and grandeur ; why
not, when you tell us that one million of mo-
ney goes annually from this country to abfen-
tees, won't an Union encreafe the number of
abfentees and.eoax"them from this country ?
you admit it, won’t this confequently diminifh
the wealth of this kingdom? what compen-
{ation can England make us for all the tradef-
men and manufa&urers, all the Irifh Peers
and reprefentatives that an Union will carry
over? is-there any probability of any coming
here from England ? they did not come here
while we enjoyed peace and harmeny ; but
_you tell us that a free trade and the advan-
tages of a more extenfive commerce, will ir-

duce
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duce them to come and fettle in this king-

dom ; abfurd talk, a learned gentleman hasal-

ready obferved ¢ that we can trade to any
“ part of the globe except the Eaft Indies, and
“ how can an Union give Ireland more of this
“ trade than it poflefles, for it would in cafe
“ of an Union as well as now only be allowed
“ to fhare in it by individual merchants, be-
“ coming proprietors of Kaft India ftock.”
You fay that Scotland previous to the Union,
ftood as Ireland does at prefent; 1 deny it :
Scotland in the firft place is-joined by nature
to England, Ireland is notufo, it was foolifh
prejudice that annexed (Scetland, for which
fhe afterwards repented, and this argument
of yours in favourof an Union between Eng-
land and Ireland, thews us why Ireland thould
not unite with England. When a tax upon
malt’ was oppofed by the reprefentatives of
Scotland in the Britith houfe, what did it
avail? how did Iingland treat the Scotch Peers?
were not the articles of the Union violated in
the face of Europe! is this to us aninducement
for an ‘Wnion? does it not prove to us that
Fagland _can in defpite of the number of

| incarruptible

o g
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incorruptible Irith reprefentatives which. will
{it in the Englifh houfe, fubje&t Ireland to
any tax or contribution it pleafes? if you had
omitted this argument it would*not have dif-
played fomuch of thepowerand preponderancy
~ of Englith influence. Look tothe Union that
Margaret Queen of Denmarkmade, when fhe
united -under one head Denmark, Norway
and Sweden. What was the confequence ? the
moft bloody wars enfued, which continued for
many years. Now Denmark and Sweden are
fituated exally as Ireland and England ; they
are feparated by a fea, and when an Union
was formed, the refult was pernicious to both
countries ; thefe are the falutary effects of an
Union, In every argument of yours in fup-
port of an Union, it is fuch as if nature defign-
ed the countries you have mentioned for an
Union. If a perfon has a great tract of land
over which he prefides himfelf, fuperintends
and manages every part of it, extends his
care to all who derive an); thing under hium,
_ will not this place be freer from diffenfion and
wealthier,thanifthefameperfon hasanothertract
of ground intercepted bya fea, where a parcel of

idle,




idle, lazy ﬁewards defraud, extort and com-
pel poor tenants to remit their yearly rents?
-certamly Now I leave you to apply the- paral-
1tel;  the feven United States you have brought
‘down as ‘an example ; what example is this
‘or what ‘argument ? does it appear that “one
million ‘'of money went from one flate to
another to abfentees? that all the wealth of
thofe ftates were colleted to one place, like the
rays of the fun when brought to a focus ? this
will not be the cafe with Ireland, all the hard
earned wealth muft go to another ifland;
there was no ifland among thefe United States;
befides their Union was federal and incorpo-
rated ; you have told us that the Zri/b Parlia-
‘ment is under the influence of the Britith Ca- |
binet, then if Britifh' influence operates fo
powerfully at this fide of the fza, how much
greater muft it be when a few Irifh reprefen-
tatives come in céntaﬁf"\vith' a phalanx: of.
Britith reprefentatives ? I have always heard,
and I'helieve it to be the cafe, that the nearer
we approacha diforder the fooner we ‘catch
the infecion.

n ) & Foland
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- Poland you fay was deftroyed by the Zm-
perium in imperio, where every fenator was a
fovereign ; this vice cannot deftroy our confti-
tution, becaufe we have no fuch: vices; furely
our fenators are not fovereigns, you might
as well affert that our conftitution will be
deftroyed becaufe we are governed by the
Beys of Egypt. 1 dare fay your amanuenfis
or clerk had aflifted you. in . this ingenious.
production,.

France threatens the deftru@ion of this
country, but will an Union with England:
better protect us than the does at prefent ? will
an Union make the Irith more averfe to French
principles ? will the found of the word Union:
make us better {ubjelts, or infpire us with-
enthufiaftic loyalty to: ftem the impetuous
torrent of democracy ? as the found ewoe in-
fpired the Bacchanalians with wild enthufiafm.
Impoffible to think thatiin thefe -enlightened
days, when the dark mift of idolatry is dif-
pelled, that any word has fuch a fupernatural:
quality. .

Again,,
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Again, to fupport an Union, you tell ‘us

that the Roman Catholics are three to one
in this country, and that they will not drop
their claims to political equality ; do you mean
by this to terrify the Proteftants and calumni-
ate the Roman Catholics ? true it is, that fome
of the lower order, nay many of the Roman
Catholics, were ufed as-a machine in the hands
of the fomenters of the late foul rebellion ;
but who were thefe fomenters ? were they Ro-
man Catholics? I never heard they were.
Was Lord Edward Fitzgerald a Roman Catho-
lic? was Emmet, was Sheares, was Arthur
O’Connor ? no ; therefore I do not confider
it fair or jult te leave fo foul an imputation
upon the body of the Roman Catholics. Did
not the moft refpecable Roman Catholics in
the kingdom reprobate the conduét of thofe
who joined in the rebellion ? did they not ex-
hort the people to return to their allegiance and
become amenable te the laws of their country ¢
fo that when we know this to be certainly
the cafe, there is noreafon for the Proteftants
to apprehend any danger to their properties or
perfons.  Indeed an infuriate mob of any
perfuafion,
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perfuafion, without any fubordination com-
mit the fouleft crimes 5 but even granting that
the Roman Catholics are as three to one, how
will an Union encreafe the number of Protei-
tants {0 as that we will have the propertion of
fourteen to three? this is a problem which
may puzzle all the mathematicians in Europe,
I fuppofe you intend to prove it by an arga-
mentum ad abfurdum, Your encouragement tq
the Roman Catholics of an admiflion at a
future day to additional immunities, and me-
nacing them in the fame page, is the cleareft
proof of the deep laid fyftem of an Union,
Jutt as if you faid, ye Proteftants of Ireland
take care, cawete; the Roman Catholics will
annihilate you; and you Roman Catholics
fhall get political privileges by joining us in
an Union. 1 haye no dowbt but the Englith
Minifter arguesthus with himfelf ; if we grant
the Roman Catholics every political privilege
and of courfe a feat in Parliament, what in-
fluence can'they have ? fuppole the majority of
the Irifh reprefentatives be Roman Catholics,
or if even the whole of them in the political

+ feale] was going to fay fcheme) their in-

ﬂuencc
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fluence or preponderance will be jult as a fly
againft an ox; my opinion of the Roman
Catholies 1s, that no offer on the part of the
Britith Minifter will induce them to facrifice
the honour and ind=pendence of their country
for a feat in the Britith Houfe' of Commons,
no man is fool enough to a& like the dog that
let go the fubflance to catch at a phautum.

You fay that an Union will put an end to re-
ligious f{trifes; what ftrifes between Protef-
tants and Roman Catholics ? could any people
. live in greater amity and harmony, than
thofe people till perverted politics fomented
fome jealoufies which are dwindling away
every day? and I venture to fay, that every
{pecies of animofity will fubfide before the
expiration of one year; the eyes of the Ca-
tholics are now open ; the political horizon
has gone down, and now the illuminating
rays of reafon are difpelling the gloomy clouds
of prejudice.

d

I alk"how will an Union modify the civil
andvecclefiaftical eftablifhments, when th
' Lrilix
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Irith Legiflature becomes incorporated with
the Biitith? What, cannot civil and eccle-
fiaftical modifications be made now? No,
we are told not, becaufe until wé give up our
rights and independence, - the Britith Legif-
lature cannot make any fuch changes in our
Church or State. By our acceding to {uch
terms, by cur giving up our: rights, we
{hould difplay as much ignorance on our part,
and aft as abfurdly as a manwho would give

leafe of his ground, under a promife

ing a longer leafe'in a few years:

L hwre is an old proverb, and a true one,— —A
bird in the hand is svorth two in the bufh.

How will an Union put a ftop to contefted
eleGions ? I fhall tell you how it will affect
ele@ions: the honour of objaining a feat in
the Britith Houfe of Commons will fo tickle
the vanity of modern Patriots, that no ex-
pence will'be a bar, no attempt will be left
uneflayed, in order to attain fo honourable a
poft ; there will be no occafion for fending
to the palatinate of Germany for freeholders,
our abfentees or in other words, the men of
evergrown property, will, as confidering

thcmfelves
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themfelves fo many fhining planets revolving

round the Britith ﬁMiniﬁér, affert and claim

a fuperiority over Irifimen, whom they will
confider as fo many fatellites, they will por-
tion out into {mall lots, ‘thofe lands which for
many years before yielded fome {uppert to
the induftrious cottager ; and this fame cot-
tager, who a little before had it in his power
to contribute to the fupport of the orphan or
defolate widow, muft fubmit now to a {canty
pittance, or beg from door to-door. When
the honour of agolden Seat in another king-

- dom, and as the common people fay, ‘be-

yond the feas, is offered to view “ what
abufes will not enfue,”~all the effects of pure
patriotifm this gentleman will tell us: as for
my patt I would know how to alt, if 1 was
at any immoderate expence to obtain fo dig-
nified a Sear; 1 would be filent on feveral
occaflons, efpecially when the intereff of my
country would be brought in queftion, and
if a place or penfion was offered to poor Irifh
Pat, furely he would * refufe it.

Pray what prefentiment had you that the
Iuth Bar would oppofe an Union ? Becaufe,
yeu {ay, it would put a ftop to that Parliamen-

tary
* An Irouy,
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tary market for their abilities. Look back ard
fee, when was the Irifh Parliament without
Lawyers ; look to the Parliament of England,
5s it without Lawyers ; who can give counfel
for the fecurity of a ftate; but thou who art
moft converfant in the laws and that ftate ?
You give us to underftand, that a man cannot
be a Politiian and a Lawyer at the fame
time. Does the Minifter of England know
Law? Yes, but he is no Lawyer ; but you
will tell me, he knows. the laws of his coun-
try. If I believed in the tranfmigration of
fouls, I would not helitate to fay, that the
old Stoic Crifippus, has wnited with you,
in foul and body. Is it not evident and
clear to every one, that your obje@ for at-
tacking the Irith Bar, is to prejudice the
minds of the people againftit? I afk you
as a man of honour, if you have any, th‘
have a better right to know or underftand the
interefts of this country, than the Irifh Bar P
they are in duty bound to their country—to
fupport it. Who, Iafk again, but the Irith
Bar, can fee the advantages or difadvantages
of -an Union 2 and they have clearly feen the

difadvantage that would refult from an Union.
Is
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try Isitto be fuﬁpofed that an Englithman

will be more interefted for the independence
of Ireland, than’an Irithman? Do not you,

when you ta.lk of a Parhamentary market, caft
a ﬁlgma upon the I'n[h Houfe of Comumions?

Don’t you openly charge the honorahle Mem-

bers of that Houfe, with corruption ? ’tis an
in‘ult upon the nation; ’tis an infult upon
the Darliament of Ireland ; ’tis an-infult upon
the frifp Bar. A Parliamentary Market !
Yes, a Parliamentary Matket.. I fuppofe
that by way of apology,” you think that
there are fome men of the Bar, who will

fapport an Union, and that thofe are gentle-

men who have tbuzngt moft on the fubjefl ;
your words are verlﬁed —* the puny m-
nority of the Bar are “fuch as have not ex-
tended their circle to “politics 5 it is a doubt
to me if fome of them have worn the fable
gown and b.oa‘i'y wig three terms, or ev
handled a bnef and thofe are the gentlemen
D you

* Perhaps the Supporter of the Union does not know that
one of ‘the puny minority has employed his time, of late, in
compofing a fong called The Grinder ! and that this fame
gentleman makes himfelf more buly at affembl: jes, and
flirting - with this lody and that lady, than ftudying the
Law® He will be well rewarded, not for his talerits.

O Flirting Tom !
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~ you tell us, who have thought beft on the

{fubjet of an Union !—I did not hear the
name of a Saurin mentioned amongft our

young Patriots ; but has he not thought beft

on the fubject ?—~Would to God that every
Irithman poflefled fuch honor and patriotifm.

The probability of a modus in tythes,
the probability of the Irifh Peers being re-
prefented like the Scotch Peers, the proba-

~ bility that Dublin will monopelize the corn-

trade, the probability of Cork becoming a
marine ftation, here are fo many probabilities,
heaped one upon another, without any degree
of certainty. Mr. Locke, in his Eflay on the
Human Underftanding, has clearly laid down
the grounds of probability, and he fays that
we {hould particularly attend to the teftimony
of others, as one of the principal grounds;
now if we confider your integrity and defign,
if you have delivered your fentiments on an
Union with a view of {upporting the grandeur
of your own country, as is evidently the
cafe, this cannot be called integrity towards us ;
your defign then is, I thould fuppofe, to have
the fecurity and happinefs of both kingdoms

eftablithed,.
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cftablifhed, your defign is bad, becaufe as I

have obferved before, the people #na voce, are
againft anUnion, and when the people are una-
nimous in oppofing any meafure, furely peace
and fecurity cannot follow if it be forced on
them ; do you mean to add fuel to fire? if
you do, I fee no better way than this poli-
tical plan which you have adopted. Would
a fecond rebellion, or perhaps a third, which
I fear will be the refult of an Union, fecure
the titles and properties of our temporal ,and
{piritual Lords ? an Union was the caufc of
two fucceflive rebellions in Scotland. Let
thofe who with to {ecure their perfons and
properties, take but-a retrofpedtive view of
the fatal confequences of that formidable
Union ; let not our Temporal and Spiritual
Lords be buowed up with the aerial and fan-
taftic effufions of an Engli/b Patriot, nor let
fhort-fighted policy di&ate ruin and defo-
lation ; .let not felf-intereft overlook public
advantage, - while it clandeftinely {eeks for
interlunary happinefs in the wild mazes of
error_and meagre policy. God forbid that
men, who are willing to fpill their blood in
the wide Atlantic, or in the remote Eaft and

Weft Indies, in-defence of the King and
Conftitution,
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Conflitution, fhould have  recourfe to 4
more difagreeable alternative. It would be
a dear purchafe to FEngland, to cement  an:
Union by a copious effufion of blood ; and
may deftrution attend the promoters of . {o
borrid a deed. If England difputes her,
{fuperiority with Ireland by land, what may
be the confequence ? Keen-eved. France
may look on, till both England and Ireland
become exhaufted, and then indeed the may
eafily make England and Ireland ove and
mndivifible.  Caflandra often foretold the fate
of Troy, but her predi&tions were difre-
garded, till time accomplifhed them.

I have read of men in ancient and modern
hiftory, Who had given up the 1ndependeme,
the honor and dignity of their country, ‘
gratify pride and odious ambition, butT hope
Ireland has not produced ‘fuch monfters ;
other countries have, and luﬁozy records

them as b -anded with every fpecies of infamy
and difgrace. O Fides ! O Honor! '

Great and delufive are your promifes to
the ¥ inhabitants of Cork ; itis no lefs than
telling

* Tom Painc’s pamphlets were never circulated with more

indoftry, than the pamphlet “ For and Againff an Union,”
many of them are given gratis. O what a bait for Gulls !
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telling them, that probably a dock-yard may
be built there: I never before heard that-
England had any fuch thing in contempla-.
tion, or thatit was poffible to make a dock-
yard in Cork,—their trade of courfe muft
eacreafe. Is there any one merchant in
' Cork, if there was an Union to-morrow,
_ and to fee this country deferted, or even not
“; deferted, would fay, I muft become more
} extenfive in trade and commerce ? Believe
me, that nothing but the compleateft folly,
and the greateft degree of error, could make
1 them believe, or give the fmalleft credit to
" any thing owr Englifh ‘Patriot thould fay.
The inhabitants of Cork, as well as thofe of
all Ireland, were aclong time excluded from
a free trade ; they were a long time governed
by laws made in_another country ; they
know how long Ireland, in the political {cale '
of Eurcpe, was-looked upon with an eye
of coatempt: but now it is not the cafe,
the inhabitants of Cerk enjoy the bleflings
of a free trade; they are reprefented in
: their ‘'own country., But an Union will
! tranfpofe’ and change the order of things.
You are confidered a profperous people by al!
the world; and while you are profperous
_ remain {o as long as you poflibly can.

You
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Youforgot to tell Limerick how England be-
haved, while fhe had a power of legiflating for
us. Did notEngland violate her treaty with Li-
merick? oh yes, you may {ay, but that happen-
ed along time ago'! Ob punica fides. How
did England behave to us in refpe&k to the
Linen trade, which 1s our ftapletrade, and why
s it ? becaufe fhe failed in all her exertions to
bring it to perfe&ion in Scotland and at her
own home.

But you did not forget to tell, and that in
the moft barefaced manner, that if there was an
Union* and the country tranquilized, faxes
would be lower, why.was not this the cafe in
England after the American war and when
there was peace? did not the taxes daily en-
creafe? After the American war the national
debt of England was but infignificant if com-
pared to the prefent ; but now you have bold-
nefs to” affert in the face of Ireland, that if
there is an Union and the country tranquilized,
taxeswill be lighter. The national debt is at pre-
fent very great and will be greater, which if

| there

* A proprictor of a borough declared fome time ago that

,ﬂh Union would completely deftroy this kingdom 5 but after-

wards upon hearing that 15,000l would be given as a com-
penfation for every borough faid, ob what did he not fay!!!
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there fhall be an Union Ireland muft tharein; I

{ay then that it is impoﬂiblg to have the taxes
lower while the national debt is {o enormouys,

Your attack upon. the volunteers of Ireland
is the bafeft and the moft malevolent I ever
read, it is degrading the human nature to find

- fo much rancour and fuch ungenerous princi-

ples in the breaft of any human being, Who
procured for us a free trade, and that power
of legiflating for ourfelves, but the volunteers
of Ireland ? a Very pretty contraft you draw
between them and the United Irifhmen,
Irifbmen learn the advantages and difadvan-

tages of an UNION,

Advantages. A pf;omg'/} of an equalization
of trade, which if England bas a mind to break

what is to prevent ber.

Difadvantages. e equalization of taxes and
n6 redrefs. :

dom trangquilized.

Advant‘ages. A Promife of ba-z)fug the éiﬂg—

Difadvantages. 4 certainty of a fecond rebel-

lion if ape argue from political analogy, as
Scotland, United States, Corfica, &,

Ad vantages.

i - e
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Advantages. A modus in tythes.

Difadvantages. It will make the land tax
beavier, this modus could not be fettled qwithout
an Union, no impoffible ! an Union will Jettle
every Commotion. Ob infatuation !

Advantages. No more.

Difadvantages. 14 A daily. encredfe of
abferices who will carry annually in addition 1o
the old abfentees one million more; this will be
then' two millions of moncy gbing every year to
England. Oh miferable!

ad. No longer a power of /eg{/]atﬁzg for
ourfelves. :

3d. That independence for awhich we flrug-
gled fo long wrefled from us. |

4th. Ireland a bgggarl_y deferted province.

sth. Grafs SrOWIng in the metropolis of Ireland.
6th. Tradefinen Slarving for want of work.

~th. Our umiverfity deferted, .

81h. Sharing in every debt thatEn gland incurs.

gth. England baving it in ber powwer i V1o~
late any promife. Ob unfortunate Ireland !

FINIS.

ERRATA. Page 4 Line13, cead remains.—P.4 L. 21, gfad
Be after poffibly—P. 20 L. 24, a comma after them.—P. 21
1. 10, a mark of interrogation aftcr flrifes—P. 24 ; kg A
vead thofe for thow,—P. 20, L. 6, for and that read of that.




