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\HE intended arrangement for a final fettle.
ment of all commercial points with Ireland
is of too intercfting a nature to the public, to ren-
der any apology neceflary for an attempt to ex-
plain, briefly and fairly, the effect it will have on
the interefts of this kingdom.. The Author of the
following fheets has been induced to collect the
matter therein contained haflily, in order, if pof-
fible, to clear the {ubject from milreprefentations,
whether intentional or-etherwife,

The Refolutions were no fooner received from
Ireland, than they were printed with comments,
accompanied with‘a part of what Mr. Orde is re-
ported to have faid, in opening them in the Houfe
of Commons-there. Thefe papers have been cir-
eulated u.,lth infinite induftry, and at a confider-
' B able
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able expence, all through England and Scotland.
If this has been done, from pure principles of
patriotifm, merely to awaken the attention of the
merchants, traders, and manufacturers of Great
Britain to their true interefts ; thofe who have fo
employed their time and their money deferve
commendation : But if all their exertions have pro-
ceeded from a defire to throw difficulties in the
way of a permanent fettlement with Ireland, on
terms of equality and mutual advantage, or, if
poffible, to prevent it entirely, they will un-
queftionably merit the execrations of all honeft
and well-meaning men. The arguments on one
fide have been produced in declamatory pam-
phlets, hand-bills, eflays, and paragraphs; in an-
fwer to thofe, a patient attention to a plain flate-
ment of faés is earneftly entreated ;—the public
will, if that is given, be able ro form a fair judge-
ment of a bufinefs, in which, from the nature of

it, we muft expect to encounter prejudices, as well
as good fenfe and reafon.

The opinions of thofe who obj:&t to the pro-
pofed fyftem are fo various, and appear to have
fo litile foundation, that it is not eafy to collect
the fubftance of their apprehenfions ;—they muft,

how-



k-9
however, mean to contend, that it will have a
dangerous operation on the navigation and the
commerce of this country. Itis, therefore, proper
to thew the prefent fituation of Ireland, with the
means by which fhe has attained it; the one the
wifhes to be placed in, and the probable effects

which the whole arrangement will have, if com-
pleted, on our manufatures, our trade, and our

thipping.

Ircland is, at this time, an independent king-
dom, in poflfeflion of a conftitution as free as
the one we have the happinefs to enjoy, with a
right to trade with every nation on earth, which
chufes to trade with her. The connection which
fubfifts between her and this country induces her,
however, to reftrain herfelf in many inftances, and
to confine her confumption to the produce of
Great Britain and her Colonies, for the mutual

advantage of the two countries.

Ireland being, thercfore, in pofieffion of a right
to a free trade with all the world, fhe complains
of reftraints ftill impofed on her by Great Britain,
in whofe favour fhe has reftrained herfelf. Great

coneeflions, it is true, have:been made to her
B2 within
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within thefe few years, during a former adminif-
tration ; they were made, however, but as neceffity,
compelled them; without fyftem, without ‘con-
cert, and without even previoufly knowing what
fatisfation they would afford her ; much lefs was
any attempt made to obtain the fmalleft advantage
in return : nothing was ever attended to, but on
the preflure of the moment ; when her calls were
loud and alarming, an expedient was to be thought
of to flop them #; in that manner fhe obtained
the acts of 18 Geo. I1l. ‘ch. 55, and the 2oth
Geo. I1L ch. 10. Under the laft; fhe derived the

moft important benefit of all, a direct trade to the
Britith Colonies, infinitely more valuable to Ker
than every thing which, from that time, remained
to be given te her. It is net intended here to cen-

« Mr. Fox faid in the Houfe of Commons in 1782, when
Sccretary of State, ¢¢ The late Minifters never looked beyond
¢¢ the prefent moment ; they never provided for what was to
« come; they never did things either finally or efferually.”

Parl. Debates, 1782, vol. VIL. p. 8,

And in another debate the fame gentleman faid, ¢ When .
s the late Minifters agreed to the exteniion of the trade of
¢ Ireland, theyfhould have ultimately fettled the claims, and
«¢ fixed the fituation; they ought to an{wer to the country
« for not having done it ; that meafures would be taken for

« this'defireable end.” The fame vols p. 13-
| fure
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fure that meafure in the fmalleft degree, but to
infift that it fhould have formed buta part o a fin:l,
fettlement, which might then have becu canciu ca
with infinitely lefs difficulty than now : Grex i
tain having thus relieved .Ireland fo far, by o -
ing to her a free trade to the Britifh Coleni s -
Africa and America, upon .the fame , terms ou
which the trades with .them'-herfe;_tf;‘:,ﬂle NOW I€s
queils, as a completion of the meafure, that Great
Britain will remove the remaining reftrictions wuich
fiill fetter her trade, urging-as the bafis of her
claim, E@ALITY";N TRADE, FOR MONOPOLY OF
CONSUMPTION. Srza |

3

Fhis equality was intended to have been pro-
pofed by Lord North, in the year 1779, if he
had poflefled encrgy enough to have perfected a
{yftem of any fort* ; but as that could Mot Be

done

* Lord Hillfborough, in December, 1779, explaining
what he meant in a former debate, faid, ¢ the obvious medn~
¢¢ ing of his words was, that, previous to his acceptance of
< the feals as Secretary of State, he defired to know the in-
« tentions of his Majeity’s Miniiters, and the opinion of his
« Conncil, ‘relative to future meafures refpecting Ireland ;
s¢ and received every aflurance from them, that Government
¢ was thoroughly difpofed to co-operate with Parliament in
#igiving to that kingdom fuch an extenfion of trade as

B3 “ would

]
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done without an accurate inveftigation and mi-
nute inquiries, the decifion was from time to time
delayed till within twenty-four hours of the Irifh
bufinefs being opened in the Houfe of Commeons
in that year, notwithftanding an unanimous ad-
drefs had been prefented to the King at the
clofe of the preceding Seffion, ¢ recommending to
¢¢ His Majefty’s moft ferious confideration, the dif-
¢t trefled and impoverifhed ftate of the loyal and
¢¢ well-deferving people of Ireland ; and to direét

¢ would put her on a footing with Great Britain on the
¢¢ {cale of commerce ; this was what he meant ; he accepted
¢¢ the feals upon that idea, and no other.”

Parliamentary Debates, 1779, vol. XV, B 94

Lord Hillfborough’s meaning was afterwards further ex-
plained by Lord Beauchamp in the Houfe of Commons,
when Lord North was prefent : ¢¢ that an equal trade would
s be granted to Ireland, upon the broad bafis of impartiality
© ¢¢ and juftice.”  Vol. XVL p. 116.

Lord North, in the debate upon his bill for giving the Irifh
the dire& trade to the Colonies, a free exportation of woaql-
lens, &c. faid, *¢ heacknowledged this was but a rough out-
¢¢ line of the general plan on the idea of an equal trade ; it
¢ would demand much confideration, and require much mo-
¢ delling ; it was a matter of infinite delicacy; would call
“ for a great deal of detail and inquiry, &c. &c. &c.” .

Vo.. XVI. p. 183.

“ that
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« that there be prepared, and laid before Parliament,
« fuch particulars, relative to the trade and manu-
¢ factures of Great Britain and Ireland, as to enable
¢ the national wifdom to purfue effe¢tual meafures,
¢ for the common ftrength, wealth, and commerce
« of His Majefty’s fubjeéts in both kingdoms;” and
his Majefty’s anfier, * that he would give direc-
« tions accordingly ;" a determination was then

at length fuddenly taken, to give the boon juft

mentioned, without the promifed information.
As foon, however, as the meafure was refolved on,

_another of His Majefty’s minifters, who highly ap-

proved of it, fent off the pleafing intelligence to
Ireland; and it was acually known to the mer-
chants of Dublin, Cork, and Waterford, before the
Lord Lieutenant had advice of it. A bencfit, {0
beftowed and communicated, was eftimated by the
Irith naturally enough, much below its real value,
and the full effe& of it was confequently loft.
While the ports of Ireland are open to receive
from Great Britain every fpecies of commodity,
whether the produce of Great Britain and her
colonies, or any other part of Europe, Afia,
Africa, and America; Great Britain, either by an
interpretation of the Navigation A& or fubfe-
quent laws, by atual prohibitions, or by prohi-

B bitions
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bitions arifing from duties, fhuts her ports againft
Ireland in thofe articles of commgrce which Ireland
admits freely from her. |

This inequality is complained of by Ireland, as
unwife as well as oppreflive ; fhe defires “therefore
that fhe may be at liberty to- import into Great
Britain every fpecies of goods, whether raw ma-
terials or manufatures, which Great Britain can
import into Ireland upon equal terms reciprocally.

The articles in which Ireland \is reftrained may
be divided into two kinds.

Ift, All articles the produce of the Britih Con
lonies in Afia, Africa, and America; and

Hdly, Certain articles of the growth, produce,

Or manufatture, as well of Great Britain as of
Ireland.

Ireland is reftrained in the firft by an interpreta-
tionof the Navigation A&t as explained by therwenty-
fecond and twenty-third of Charles the Second, Ch.
26..and the Irith aéts of fourteenth and fifteenth

Charles
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- Charles the Second ; andin the laft by a&ual pro-

“hibitions, or by proh'bltory duties,

Let us fuppofc that all articlcs not the growth,
produce, or manufacture of Great B‘titla'i'n 6: Ire-
land, fhould be admitted to 1mportat10n msq each
kingdom from the other, upon the fame dutaes to
which they would be fubje¢t if imported from the

. places of their growth ; and that the qudntum of

duties not drawn back upon the exportanon of. thofe
articles, fhould be prec1fely the f'u'ne in _both

countries: That upon articles thc natwe produce or

manufacture of either country no proh:bmon thould
exift, but ‘that all fuch articles fhould be nnportablc
from either country into the other; and that the
dutiés payable upon each article fhould be precifely

- the fame in both countries,

The firft propofition relates then to the articles

v
of commerce not the growth, produce, or manu-

faéture of Great Britain or Ireland ; and the laft to

thofe articles which are the native produce or ma-
nufaéture of either country.

: 5

The



( 14 )

The fair way on fuch a fuppofition of examin-
ing how far_fuch conceflions may affect the trade
of Great Britain, will be to {tate how the law ftands
at prefent upon each propofition, and how it will
ftand hereafter, pointing out the particular objects
of produce or manufature, which will be affected
by the alteration, and then to confider each par-
ticularly.

Much contrariety of opinion has been held in
Great Britain and Ireland about the interpretation
of the Navigation A&, as to its permitting the
produce of Afia, Africa, and America, to be car-
ried to Ireland through Great Britain, but reftrain-
ing the fame produce being brought to Great-
Britain through Ireland. The conftruction, how-
ever, in both countries, has invariably been, that,
the words ¢ foreign growth,” &c. do not relate to
goods, &c. the growth, produce, or manufalture
of Europe; and the practice has always been ac-
cordingly to admit fuch goods, &c. from the one
country into the other, upon the fame duties as

' they
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they would be fubjet to from the place of their
growth *#,

If the law is now to be altered, to put both -
countries on the fame footing, it will follow that
Treland will apparently acquire a liberty of export-

ing to Great Britain the produce of Afia, Africa,
and America.)

The trade of Great Britain can, howeyer, be
affeted only in articles, the growth, produce,
or manufacture of the two laft-mentioned quarters
of the world; becaufe the has by her own laws
reftrained her importation of Afiatic produce from
all places except Great Britain, giving the Eaft
India Company a monopoly of her confumption
and the goods of Europe hayve always been ad-
mitted without interruption from the one country
into the other.

With refpe to Africa, there exifts at prefent
no trade or intercourfe between it and Ireland;

* The fourth fe@ion, requiring}goods to be brought directly
from the place of their growth, refers to the countries afore-
faid, Afia, Africa, and America, mentioned in the third
fection, -

nor
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nor. is there much profpe&t of any; as there is,
however, a pofiibility of one, it fhall be confidered

with the trade of America, which 1s of confider-
able ¢xtent with Ireland,

-By the laws. of both kingdoms,, 2sthey now
fland, Treland has a right to export all her pro-
duce and manufa&ure to Africa and America,
and to import from thence all articles of the
growth, produce, or manufafture of thofe coun-
tries; and . having imported them into Ireland,
fhe can again exportithem 'to all parts of the
world to which Great Britain can: fend them3
which import and export trade is, as to duties and
drawbacks, precifely the fame in both countries.
Nothing then is ‘defired by Ireland, or given by
Great Britain, as to the general trade between
Ireland, Africa, and America; or bctwcen Irelafid
and the reft of the world.

The mifchief therefore to be dreaded, is re-
duced to the apprehenfion, that the produce of
the Colonies will be brought often through Ireland.
This muft arife either from Ireland becoming the
Jcarriers of African and.American goods for the
merchants of Great Britain, or from her being

able
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able to import them upon her own capital, and '
fend them into Great Britain upon fuch terms as
to enable her to underfell the Britith merchants in
their own markets.

To form a true judgement how far this apprehens
fion is grounded, we muft confider the prefent fitua-
tion of the Irifh in this refpeft. They can now im-
portdirectly into Great Britain, in Irith fhips navi-
gated according to law, all the produce of Africa
and America, exatly on the fame terms as the
merchants of England ; they can alfo import thefe
goods in Irifh thips into Ireland, where they are
fubjeét to the fame duties as here; can invoice any
part of the cargo to be landed there, and the re-
" fnainder to be fent to any part of ‘Great Britain.
How then can the carrying-trade be affefted by
the prefent queftion? becaufe, whether the ex-
tenfion is admitted or net, Ireland can equally
carry both directly from the Colonies, and cir-
cuitoufly as above ftated, all ‘the produce thereof,
And this will tend equally to thew, that this alte-
ration cannot enable/her to fend fuch produce inte
Great Britain upon cheaper terms than fhe imports
it at prefent ; for the only benefit that would arife
to Ireland by it would be, that fhe might then

| land
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land the produce of Africa and America in hes
own ports ; and, if at the time that her merchants
1hould want to difpofe of it, there fhould be a better
market in Britain than in Ircland, fhe might fend
it there to a poffible advantage ; to a certain one
fhe never could, as the prices of fugars fluctuate
too confiderably in the London market, for any
reliance to be had on their keeping up long enough
for a veflel to perform a voyage from Cork or
Waterford to this city.

It appears, therefore, that the profpe of ad-
vantages to be derived to Ireland are not particu-
larly flattering in this part of the arrangement.
She may, however, be benefited without any in-
jury to England, unlefs it can be fhewn that it is a
difadvantage to the latter, thar the produce fhould
not bear a price above its natural value in her own
market; Ireland will, it is true, in future, have
the fame advantage of the Englith market as we
have of theirs; and no good reafon’ can be given
why they fhould not, in perfeting a fyftem of
equality of trade. If that circumftance fhould
cver have the effe@t of reducing the prices of
colony produce, it will enable the exportation of
it to foreign countries on berter terms.

Grear



( 19 )

Great firefs is laid on the advantageous fituatiost
of Ireland for carrying on trade with Africa and
America; and it is urged, that fhe can import
articles from thence much cheaper than England,
confequently that fhe will underfell Great Britain.
Nothing, however, canbe lefs true. Admitting
even that the can import from thence for her own
confumption on more favourable terms than Great
* Britain can for her’s ; yet it is demonftrable, that
the argument does not apply to her fupplying
England, unlefs it is contended, that the fhorteft
and cheapeft way of importing goods from Africa
and America to this country is, by carrying them
firft into a port in Ireland, and then bringing them
from thence to a port here. Such reafoning istoa
grofs for the blindeft prejudice. ’

The truth is, that the price of freight and pre-
miums of infurance from all parts of America, in-
cluding the Weft India Iflands, to the ports in
Ireland, are precifely the fame as to the ports in
Great Britain.  Whatever, therefore, is imported
here from the Colonies through Ireland, muft
come in burthened with the additional charges of
the ufual freight and infurance from that country
to this, and with the expences there attending the

7 landing



( 20 )~

Ignding. the produce, cuftom-houfe. fees, wa're- '
houfemg, wafte, &c. &c. &c.

In the Irith Channel Great Britain has ports
nearly 0ppoﬁtc to the Irith ones—Briftol to Corke
—Chefter, Liverpool, and Whitehaven, to Dublin
and Newry : the ports on the Weft coaft of Ire-
land, though nearer to America, are remote from
England; and the voyage round the ifland requires
a variety of winds, confequently is tedious and
hazardous.

It is alfo infifted, that if Treland is permitted to
fend the produce of Africa and America into Eng-
laad, the will underfell thc Britith merchants, be-
caufe, having a rlght );o [cnd her manufatures to
the Colonies, and bcmg able to make them up
cheaper than England, fhe will be able, by ex-
changiag them for Colony produce, to underfell
England.

If this ig-trpe, why does not Ireland now avail -
herfelf of the advantage? asthe can at this time
fend her manufaturesto Africa and America, and
can'brirg back directly to Great Britain all théir

prodw:e, which has been plamly fhewn to be her
cheapeﬁ
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cheapeft way of doing it. It is, however, perfe@ly
well known, that the Englith manufa@ures meet
the Irith in their own markets, loaded with
freights, duties, infurance, and commiffion ; it re-
quires, therefore, not much argument to prove
that they will have no great advantage of us in
thofe of America or the Weft Indies *, There
does not occur a fingle reafon for fuppofing that
Ireland will be able to procure the produce of the
Weft Indies on better terms than Great Britain ;

but there are fome obvious ones to prove the con-
trary,

The eftates in the Iflands are owned almoft ex-
clufively by perfons in this country, ‘or having
- connetions here ; the Englith merchaiits'ha*ve ad-
vanced large fums on many of them, which cither
fecures or induces the produce to be brought

* This was argued by Lord North, in 1779, who ufed
almoft the fame words: ¢ It could hardly be expsted that
** Ireland would be'able to rival Great Britain at Foreign
“ Markets, when, after the expence of land carriage, freight,
* infurance, &c, fhe is able to underfell Ireland in her own
*“ markets, on the very fpot, though aided by the advantage
* of low wages and taxes.”

Pasliamentary Debates, 1779, vol. XV, p. 15-,

here :
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here: Great Britain is in po{Teﬁion of the whole
of the Afncan trade, which muft of necefﬁty gwe
her a deeided fuperiority 10 her commerce with
the We{t Indxes : the has alfo other conﬁderable
advantages, among which may be reckoned a nu-
merous {hlppmg, _Wlth the eonfequent cheapnefs
of frelgl‘ts :—the large capitals of her merchants,
and great wealth diffufed thro.ugh the country 3—

the long credits fhe is thereby énabled to g1ve
and the affortfnents me 1s enabled to make up for
cargoes, in which {he 15 afﬁ{’ced by her monopoly
of the Eaft India trade ,--—thefe reafons will account
for the prices of fugar and rum being often as low
in Great Britain as m the places of growth, which
mduces Ireland to purchafe here upon cred1t
“'rather than in ‘the Hlands. ‘The flate of the ex-
_ portatwn of Wef’t In'dla‘ 'produce from Great Bri-
tain to, ive}aﬁd m 1774 (prevmus to. the fmalleft
mterrupnoh of our commerce), and of importation
into Ireland from Great Britain in 1784, together
with a co‘mpa1 tive a(;eount of the imperts and
exports. of .rum and fuga; into, and from Eogland
- for twe years, ending at: Chriftmas 1764y and at
Chriftmas 1983, will prove this more forcibly than
"any arguihents, when it is conﬁdered that Ireland

has
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has now been near fix years in full pofleflion of #%
direct trade to the Colonies #. "

The advantages before enumerated muft ‘necef-
farily facilitate the purchafe of produce in the
Iflands, or obtain the confignment bei‘ng made
here, as well as fecure a certain market fbr 1t when

it arrives. ’

* Exported from England to Ireland,

in 1774, of Sugar 172,406 Cwt.
Tmported into Ireland from England
in 1784, of Sugar " " a60,082 Cwt, .
Exported from England-to Ireland, : &y
in 1774, of Rum 363,822 Gallong
Imported into Ireland from England
in 1784, of Rum : 0445479 Gal;ons e
Imports into Great Britain, i
Rum, 1764, 1,689,805 Gallons 711
1783, 1,885,407 Gallons .
Sugar, 1704y 1,435,221 Cwt,
1783, 1,498,860 Cwt,
Exports from Great Britain,
Rum, 1764, 747,730 Gallons
1783, 7,380,257 Gallong
Sugar, , 1764 104,228 Cwt.
1783, 120,179 Cwt;

The Irifh accounts of importation, in 1784, differ from
the Englifh exports in that year, which muft be owing to
their being made up to different periods,

Caz2 - The
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The Irith merchant who trades to the Weft
Indies muft, on the other hand, buy produce there,
either with his outward-bound cargo, which will
not buy more than half a one home ; or with bills,
for which he muft pay a commiflion to ebtain in-
dorfements.

Under thefe circumflances, is it likely that Ire-
land will fupply her own confumption of fugars,
rum, &c. much lefs fend any of thofe articles
here? Admitting, however, fuch a pofhbility to
exift, what grounds of apprehenfion can there be
of her fupplying that of Great Britain from her
ftores, under all the difadvantages already enu-
merated, of double freight, double infurance, treble
Cuftom-houfe fees; intereft of money, waflc, com-
miffion, florage, &c. &c.?

It has been urged by fome perfons, that the ad-
mifion of the ecolony produce through Ireland
will afford means t¢ the merchants of that ‘country,
for a fpeculation which may be prejudicial to this.
An anfwerstolwhick, little more is neceffary than to
appeal to the merchants here, whether a fpecula-
tion by adire&t importation, made feldom but from

| ' neceflity,
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neceflity, anfwers once in a hundred times. 1If the
profpeét as to advanced price was, however, more
flattering by keeping the commodities with a view
toit; let it be remembered that fugar and rum,
the principal articles, are both of a perifhable na-
ture, and that the lofs of quantity is certain, though
the rife of the price is doubtful. Great Britain
not only fupplies herlelf with this article and with
tobacco now, but conftantly exports large quantities
for the fupply of other markets. If then the Bri-
tith market is fupplied with more than fufficient for
its own confumption, how is Ireland to fpeculate
upon the opening that market, except for the pur-
pofe of fending in fuch produce to be re-exported
to fome other country, where Ireland can at this
day fend it direttly, and have that profit which the
would transfer to England by fending it through
her medium ?

We are not, however, without means of forming

a politive judgement on this fubje&. Cotton wool,
which is not fubje to injury or wafte by keeping,
is a confiderable article of produce in our colonies,
and has long been importable from Ireland into
this ‘cotintry, furnifhes a ftrong inftance that the
Irifh will not be induced to try the fpeculation fo
Cgs much



¢ 26 )

pnuch apprehcnded v The prices ‘of it have
fluftuated ‘within thefe four. years from fourteen
pence to three ﬂnllmgs and fix pence per pound ;
of courfe the tempration muft be greater to fpecu-
late in it than any other article ; and yetfiot a fingle
bag has ever been exported from Ireland, but, on
the contrary, our export to that country has in.

crcafed ¥,

The danger of introducing foreign fugars thtough
Treland has ulfo been much infifted on, and it has
very much alarmed the minds of the Weft India
planters and merchants; who are not withina pof
bility of being affefted” by. 'thefe regulations, as

~ fuch danger is not certainly increafed by them.

Many of thefe gentlemen know perfedly well that
the principal riﬂi_rofiﬁt'rbducing foreign fugars into
this country is through our own Iflands ; the traders
there procure them, with confiderable difficulty it is

true, in fmall quantities from the French ; but when

they get them on fhore, they obtain the neceffary
documents'with great eafe to entitle them to obrain
certificates from the Cuftom-houfes, under which,

* In the year 1774 we exported to Ireland cotton wool of
the Britifly Plantation g10 pounds, and in 1784 we exported

14’2)3 lb
they
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thcy can Juﬁ' as well ﬂnp them for this kingdom as.
for Ireland. An e&'e&ual rcme.dy may, however,
be fuggei’ced for that evil, which, it is hoped, the
wifdom of Parliament may adopt. The importation

of foreign colony produce is as {trictly prohibited
in Ircland as here; and the revenue buﬁnefs is
condu@ed with as much ability and attention there
as in this, or probably in any other couniry : why
then are we to apprehend the introduction of fo-
reign fugars from thence, when it is quite as much

their intereft to prevent fraudulent importation of
fuch produce as it is ours ?

If however any man can poflibly fill: fuppofe,
after all that has been faid, that there is a danger
of foreign fugar being clandeftinely introduced
into Ireland; let him confider what a home con-
fumption, befides'the chance of a foreign export,
they have to fmug ole for, before they can find
an advantage in fending them to this country ;
and then he muft confefs we can have nothing to
apprehend on that fcore, even in ages to come.

It has been argued by two late Minifters, now
happily united in their fentiments, that the moft
dangerous part of the whole fyftem is the entruft-

Ca4 ing
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ing the care of the Navigation Laws to the Irifh,
who, they fay, will be inattentive in the execution
of them, and will even countenance perpetual
viclations of them. If there is any thing in the
argument, it comes very ill from them, who, by
the: alts of the 20th G. IIL ¢. 10. and the 22d
G. 1L c, 53. put much more in the power of
the Irith, with refpec to the general nayigation
of the empire, than is now propofed: the firft 2&t
left the trade between Africa_and America, and
Ircland, entirely under the'care of the revenue of-.
ficers there, which before that was dependent
upon this country ; and the laft-mentioned aét
made Ireland perfetly.independent of all, our
laws in regulating her ‘trade with every foreign
country. No proof has ever been offered of the
relaxation of the Cuftom-houfe laws in Ireland ;
and very little was hazarded in the preceding af-
fertion, that they are quite as well executed there
as here. Rt

There remains then nothing more in this part of
the fyfiem to take notice of, but the arguments of
the Irifh being able to navigate cheaper than this
country,.on account of the low prices of provifiong
theres the anfiwer to which is, that they are to he

S ; boughs
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bought in London in fufficient quantities to victual
merchant fhips, cheaper even than in the Irifh
ports. But fuppoling fmall parcels of provifions to
be bought fo much cheaper at Cork or Waterford
than in London, as whole cargoes may, a fhip of
300 tons, carrying 20 men, would then be vitnalled
for a nine months voyage to the Weft Indies for 40
or go fhillings lefs at thofe ports than here. It will
rot, however, be denied, that even in that cafe the
other articles required in the out-fit of a fhip will
be procured here to fo much better an advantage
than in Ireland, as to counterbalance the difference
in the prices of provifions.

Thefe are the reafons which have induced one
who has confidered the fubje& long and attentive-
ly to be perfuaded that the fears and prejudices
of thofe who imagine, that the propofed arrange-
ment will enable Ireland to underfell Great Bri-
tain, are without foundation ; that fuch conceflion
can make no difference in any article of the pro-
- duce of Europe ; that its operation muft be con-
fined to the produce of Africa and America; that
it can make no alteration in the dire& trade which
Ireland may now carry on between the Colonies
and Great Britain, with every advantage fhe will
have after fuch conceflion; that the only thing fhe

will
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will gain, will be a liberty of fending the produce
of the Colonies into Great Britain by. a cucuitous
way, and loaded with much greater expence than
fhe can now fend them;. and that of courfe fuch
liberty cannot give her a better opportunity than
the has art prefent, of underfelling Great Britain in
her own market in thefe articles. ‘With refpeé to

the markets of the reft of the world, no alterarion
is made ; that point will remain juft where it did.

It is impoffible to difimifs the.fubjett of the Na-
vigation A& without remarking, that under that
A& Ireland was on the fame footing with England.
Subfequent laws, pafled foon after, impofed the
firlt reftraints on her, which are accounted for
by contemporary. writers, as originating in a jea-
loufy of the growing power of the then Duke of
Ormond. Others have f{ince been added from a nar-
row policy ; but it'will furely be wife to remove
the whole, when it can be proved to demonftration,
that this_country cannot fuffer materially by fo

doing.

The Irith have indeed always contended, that
the fame interpretation fhould be had of the Na-
yigation At in both countries; and have infifted

upQn
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upon that more earneftly {fince the pafling of Mr.
Yelverton's A& in. 1782, which provides, that no
Britith A&ts fhall be of force in Ireland, but fuch
as impofe equal reftraints, and- give equal advan-
tages to both kingdoms; but that point is not here
infifted on, becaufe it is withed the prefent propo-
fals for a final fettlement fhould ftand er fall
according to their own merits.

The fecond part of this fvftem relates to articles
which are the native growth, produce, or manufac-
ture of Grear Britain or Ireland; and™it is defired
by Ireland, that fhe may have a liberty of export-
ing to Great Britain every fpecies of fuch goods
which ‘Great Britain can export to Ireland, and
upon the 'fame terms,

At this day every fpecies of goods and manufac-
tures, whether the produce of Great Britain or
any other part of Europe, or of Afia, Africa, or
America, which can be legally brought into Great
Britain, or by her laws be exported from thence,

may, by the Jaws of Ireland, be imported into

that kingdom 3 and fuch bas been the attention
of Ireland to Great Britain, that wherever fhe has
Jaid hcavy dutrts upon any article, which could be
' produced

I
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produced in Great Britain, the has almoft always
excepted from thofe duties fuch articles, if the
produce or manufature of this country. But the
fame condu& has not been purfued here, for
there are fome fpecies of goods, the manufa&ure
of Ireland, which are actually prohibited from be-
ing imported into this country, and other {pecies
which are virtually prohibited by heavy duties.

Let us therefore confider, how a mutual inter-
courfe may be eftablifhed, upon a footing of equa-
lity ; and what injury is to'be expected therefrom
to England.

The goods, &c. now prohibited to be brought
from Ireland are, befides the produce of Africa
and America, already taken notice of in the firt
part, certain manufaflures of Ireland.

The way to put things upon an equal footing
1s, firft, to explain the Navigation A& to mean the
fame i both countries, notwithftanding fubfe-
quent laws in either country impofing reftraints on
Ireland ; to take away all prohibitions in both coun-
tries, and to eftablith equal duties and drawbacks
upon the fame articles in each, except where an

4 i excife
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excife or other internal duty exifts upon any arti-
cle in either country; in which cafe an additional
import duty, equal to the excife, fthould be im-
pofed upon fuch article.

The terms of equality as to duties may be fet-
tled either by importing reciprocally without any
duties, or by payment of the duties now payable
in Great Britain, or by payment of thofe now pay-
able in Ireland, or of fuch equal and reafonable
duties as may be fettled on each article; or a ge-
neral principle may be adopted, by reducing the
duties in each country to the loweft duty payable
upon each article in either country, except inthe
cafe above excepted.

This laft is the mode propofed, and appears to
be the faireft of all.

The importing without duties would not anfwer,
becaufe it would deftroy a very large proportion
of the Irith revenue, and would check the pros
grefs of the infant manufattures, as well as en-
danger the removal of fome of the more eflablifhed
ones, in both countries ; nor would the import-
ing. mvarlabl), either upon the Englith or the

Irith

-
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Irith duties, anfwer, becaufewhat would fuitthe one

_country, might not the other; but each kingdom

mutually encouraging the manufa&nres of the
other, by importing them at the loweﬁ duties,
confiftent with the exiftence of them in the weaker
country, appears to be the moft conciliating and

S LW

 the faireft principle that can be adopted; for it

appears that fuch duty will be in general about
£ 10 per cent. ; and it feems to be unwife in either
country, to apply theiricapital and their induflry
to any manufa&ure whmh when brought to per-
fection, can be underfold to the othery paying a

duty of /10 per cent.” fubject to the various ex-
pences which muft neceflarily occur in the fend-
ing fuch manufa@ures to market from the one
country to the other, becaufe the fame quantity of
labour, induftry, and capital, applied to. fome
other manufature, would produce more profit.

~ England‘and Ireland ought to be confidered in

this refpe€t as two diftinct. parts of the fame
kingdom ; it would be unwife in London to at-
tempt a manufa&ture which York could underfell
heriin'by /10 per cent. in her own market : why

~ then fiould England or Ireland attempt fuch a

thiﬁg'?
This
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This being the intention -of the fecond part of
‘the fyﬁem, let us fee how it may affect Great Bri-
tain; and this will beft appear from a confidera-
tion of the articles now prohibited. Upon the ex-
tent of this lift, and the nature of the articles of
which it confifts, depends the whole of this
queftion. y

There are three {pecies of prohibition now ex-
" ifting : the firft is that which arifes from the con-
firuction of the Navigation A¢t; the fecond arif-
ing from actual prohibitions'laid upon particular
articles of manufacture ; and the third, virtual
prohibitions upon certain articles by means of
heavy duties,

~ The firft have been already difcﬁifcd.

The articles prohibited by law to be imported
frem Ircland are,
W rought ﬁLks.
Silk ﬁuckmgs
Silk gloves and mitts.
Leather gloves.
Lace, fringe, and embroidery.
« Works of copper or brafs.
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The produce and manufactures of Ireland vir-
tually prohibited by duties, are,
All manner of woollen cloth.
Stuffs of all forts, made of, or mixed with
wool.
Sugars refined.
Beer of all forts,
Cotton manufactures,
Linen and cotton mixed,
Linen printed.
Cotton flockings.
Thread flockings,
Hops.
Leather manufactures.
Candles of tallow.
Starch, and
Soap.

The only article of any confequence in the ficft
fpecies is filks, one in which, it is apprehended,
England cannot be iz much danger from the ri-
valfhip of Ireland.

The price of labour in this manufacture bears
fo fmall 2 proportion to the firft coft of the raw
: materials,
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matérials, that whoever has the raw material
cheapeft, will have the advantage. England has
a Levant trade, which Ireland has not, and has
the monopoly of India filk, infomuch that Ireland
now takes her raw filk almoft entirely from Eng-
land. |

In Treland the great bulk of the filk manuface
tured is made into plain flight goods, handker-
chiefs, filks for cloaks, luteftrings, &e. and in
thofe kind of goods, the labotir bears a propor
tion of one in eight to the raw material ; and in
the fineft kinds there made, fuch as damafks, flow-
cered filk, &c. three to eight; fo that the argus
ment which is relied on in other cafes, viz. the
danger to England from the cheapnefs of labour
in Ireland, will not hold good in the filk manu-
fatture,

The firft- article which prefents itfelf in the
~ third fpecies is the Woollen manufa&ture, the great

article of jealoufy in this country #,
It

* Mr. Burke, in 1799, faid, it was for the intereft of
Great Britain to throw open even the woollen trade to Ire.
D land ;
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it would be too tedious to enter ‘into a full ins
veftigation of all that relates to it here. The report
from the committee of Privy Council, .;prcfsﬁted to
the Houfe of Commons, contains a complete ftate-
ment of it as far as England is concerned ; it will
from thence evidently appear, that this countfy
has no reafon to fear, or be jealous of Ireland, in
refpeé to the Woollen manufadture. Let us, there-
fore, confider the ftate of it in Ireland; the quan-
tity of wool there, is for,_various caufes, but par-
 ticularly owing to the great increafe of inhabi-
_tants, and improvement cof  the country, fo de-
creafed, that fhe has not now wool enough of her
own to fupply her own market ; if, therefore; fhe
fhould export.any part of her wool manufactured
into fuch goods as fhe may be able to work up
cheapet than England, the confequence muft be,
that fhe muft import an equal quantity of finer
woollen-goods to fupply their place, which fhe |
can import only from Great Britain.

o confidering this fubjet 1t muft be always
recolietted, that the Woollen trade is one that

Iand ; and if it was not done now voluntarily, the French
would foon oblige us to do its

Parliamentary Debates, 1779, Vol XII. p. 178«

' limits
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limits itfelf ; that there is a certain lina beyond—
which there is a natural impoffibility. of geoing 3
viz. the quantity of Wool which is grown,

To fee how this ftands, we need only obferve,
that all the wool grown in Ireland is-either con.
fumed at home, or €Xported either raw, or in fome
- flage of manufadure, That which .is confumed
- at home is out of the queftion.

The quantity of raw wool exported from Ireland
in two years was, in

Stone, 1bs.

1782 2965 14
1783 2063 10
Of worfted yarn or 1782 83,821 8
bay yarn 1783 66,677
The quantity of old Yards.
drapery imported 1782 362,824
mnto Ireland. 1783 371,871
And of new drapery 1 782 547,336
1783 420,415

Now, ifthe whole of the raw wool and bay
yarn exported from Ireland was manufadtured into
ultimare perfection, it would not fupply the quan-

D2 tity.
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ity imported; fo that if Ireland fhould export’

more of her wool completely manufatured than
the does at prefent, fhe muft alfo import a greater
quantity of woollen manufattures from England
to fupply fuch export. v

It muft likewife be obferved, that all the cloath-
ing wool of Ireland "is worked up at home, and
confumed there; and yet fhe imports 375,871
yards of old drapery from England : fhe therefore
cannot decreafe in this import; becaufe, if fhe ex-
ports any of that which fhe now confumes of her
own, fhe muft increafe, ~and not decreafe, her
importation. All therefore that fhe could do would
be to work up her own wool and bay yarn, which
fhe now exports, and by that means leffen the
quantity of fuch fpecies of woollens as that can
be worked up into: but as all the cloathing wool
grown 1s already worked up into old drapery, that
which is exported could only be made nto DEW
drapery ; the lofs to England would therefore be
in the new drapery, which is the cheap ftuffs;
and the valuable part of the trade, which is the
6ld drapery, would fill remain to her. By ftating
that the valuable part would remain, it is in-

tended only to exprefs that the old drapery is
more
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more valuable than the new ; the old drapery be-
ing valued at 14s. the other about 2s.6d. Confe-
quently 371,871 yards of old drapery is of more
value than 420,415 yards of new.

The following accompts will thew how the
proportional confumption of Irifh wool bas in-
creafed at home, fo as to leflen the export and in-
creafe the import of manufactures, obferving only

_that the average is four years, and the periods are

thofe when there happened any material change.

An accompt of the quantity of wool and wool-
len and bay yarn exported from Ireland, on an

average of four years to 1778, and in every
year fince. |

Years. Stonesat18lb.
Average on 4 yearsto. - 1703 - 301,491

ditto - to - 1714 - 283,795

ditta w0 - 1729 - 132,398

dite to - 1778 - 102,336

Expart in year ending - 1779 - 104,317
- 1780 - 87,045

- 1781 - 82,961

- 1782 - 86,786

- 1783 - 68,740

5 R From
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From this account it appears; that the eXport .
of wool and woollen and bay yarn has been
gradually decreafing from the beginning of the =
century, and thart it is now reduced from 361,491
ftone, 1o 68740. It remains then only to ftate
accounts, to {hew that the Irith importation of the
woollen manufaéture has increafed as faft as its ex-
portation of the raw material has decreafed,

An account of the quantity of old and new drapery
on the fame averages, and at'the fame periods.

Average on old drap.  new drap.
4 years ending 1703 - 15490 - 27,821
ditto -« - 1714 - 10,927 =~ 28,719
ditto = - 1729 & 24,855 - 47,846

ditto . - 1778/°% 332,750 = 653,835
Import in the '

years endiag. 1 779
1780
1381

176,196 - 270,837
64,346 - 159,428
326,578 - 433,198
3782 - 302,824 - 547,336
1783 = 371,871 - 420,415

Thefe accounts prove, that as the export of
Ircland deercafed, the impart increafed; which

2
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certainly afcertains either the great increafe of
home confumption, and the decreafe of wool, or,
at-leaft, that the quantity of wool did not increafe
in the fame proportion that the number of inha~
bitants and the confumption did.

If it thould be urged, that the ftate here given
thews clearly the advantage which Great Britain
has reaped from the prefent fyftem, and the dan-
ger of changing it ; let it be confidered, as a truth
very generally admitted, that Ireland will find an
infinite difficulty in increafing the breed of her
fheep, from which, and the before-going ftate-
ments, it is evident, that little is to be feared by

“England on account of the rivalthip arifing from
the manufature of the native Irith wool.

It may be afked, if Treland cannot import
Spanith wool on as eafy terms as England, and as
labour is to be had fo much lower there than in
England ; whether fhe cannot work it fo much
cheaper, as to rival England in that branch of the
manufaéture whid; depends upon Spanith wool ?

The anfwer to which is, that Ireland has not
been ablc, ~with all the encouragements which
have been given to the manufattures, to get for-

D4 ward
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ward in this branch of the woollen trade, fo that,

inftead of rivalling England in a foreign market,
the has not been able to keep her ground in her

own, -

The Dublin Society. in the year 1772, eftablithed
a woollen warehoufe in Dublin, to which they gave
the benefit of a retail trade, and paid for it all ex-
pences of houfe-rent, fhopkeepers; &c. the pro-
prictors of the cloth felling for ready money only.
No greater encouragement could well be given to
any infant trade, and it has been perfevered in for
12 years, during which time the fales have been
9 parts in 10 of fuperfine cloths ; and yet the im-
portation of Spanifh wool has not increafed beyond
what it was 400r 50" years ago, as will appear
from the following account of the quantity of
Spanifh wool imported into Ireland, upon an average
of 11 years, to the following periods.

Cwt.

Averageupon 11 yearsending 1739  461.
Do. 1750 523.

Do. 1761 443

Do. 1772 330

Do, 1783 476

The
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The average of 11 years is taken, becaufe that
was the full period of the exiftence of the en-
couragement of the Dublin Society, for which the
public accounts of import could be had.

From this account it will appear, that the very
great encouragement given in the laft period of 11

.years has not been able to increafe, much lefs

eftablith that trade; for the quantity of Spanifh
wool imported between 4o and 50 years ago was
equal to, and between 30 and 40 years ago fuperior
to, the quantity now imported; and were it not
for the agreement for the mpon-importation from
England, which took place in Ireland in the end of
the year 1779, the laft period would have fallen far
fhort of any of the others.  This agreement caufed
fpeculations to be made, and in confequence the
importation in the two following years greatly ex-
ceeded the common average, and then fell again in
the two fucceeding years greatly below it; to thew
which, the  following account of the import of
Spanith wool into Ireland in the following years
will be fatisfactory.

4 In
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| Cwt., i

In the year 1780 952 '
1781 1716
1782 76
1783 262

Even of this quantity imported upon {peculation,
there was exported to England, as appears by our
Cofton-houfe books, in the year

“Cwt.
1780 156
1781 678
1782 12
1783 6

Great Britain has very confiderable advantages
over Ireland in this branch of the woollen manu-
faCtare ; for, befides the circumftance of Spanifh
wool being much cheaper here than in Ireland?,
there is a confiderable quantity of Englith wool,

* The prefent price there is underftood to be more than
four fhillings a2 pound for the beft ;——the prices here are
two fhillings and three pence, to three fhillings and nine
pence : nine-tenths of the quantity ufed in this country is of

a fortwhich fells from three fhillings and two pence to three
thillings and nine pence.

the
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the growth of Herefordfhire and Suffex, that is
nearly equal to, or anfwers to be mixed with, Spanifh
wool 3 the Herefordfhire wool, which is the, beft,
fells at, from 2s. 4d. to 2s. 6d. a pound; the
wools of the South Downs in Suffex, which are
the next in 'degree, and are mixed with Spanifh,
fell from 1s. 8d. to 25, a pound. This circumftance
alone would give a decided advantage to England
in the manufa€ture of fine cloths. Befides, the wools
of Shropthire, Surrey, part of Somerfetfhire, and
fome of the fine foreft wools in yarious parts of
this kingdom, which are nearly equal in quality
to the Suffex, fell for about 1s. 8d. a pound, and
anfwer to mix with Spanifh wool for the fecond-
priced fine cloths. There are alfo feveral other
places which produce fine wools in England ;
whereas there is not a ftone of wool grows in
Ireland which will anfwer the purpofe  of making
cloths worth more than eight thillings a yard. And
it is to be further confidered, that the materials for
dyeing, which are the produce of the Eaft Indies,
the Brazils, Africa, and the Weft Indies, are at

prefent, and arelikely to continue, cheaper here
than in Ireland,

From
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From thefe circumftances, it may be judged
how far England has reafon to be jealous of Ire-
land in this branch of trade, or indeed how far
it is worth the while of Ireland to purfue this
manufacure, by turning her {mall capital to a
‘trade, the firft material of which is foreign, and is
in value more than 6o/ per cent. of the manu-
facture. A yard of broad cloth requirés two pounds
and a half of Spanith wool, which is now 4s. per
pound in Ireland, that is “10s. for the wool 3
yard, which yard, to find fale in a foreign market,
muft be fold-for 16s.; and for the payment of
even this fum, time muft be given, o that it would
be twelve months before a return would be made.
She would indeed have other rivals to contend
with in foreign markets for this branch of trade;
with the Dutch, who have money at 3 /. per cent.;
with the Flemings, who have it at 4/ ; with the
French, who have labour in their Southern Pro-
vinces as cheap as Ireland, and who, as well as
the Dutch, have wool and oil cheaper than the
can have them; in many parts of which coun-
tries, the manufature flill exifts,

- In
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It would have been fuperfluous to have enlarged

{fo much upon the woollen branch, if the examina-
tion before the Privy Council had a chance of be-
ing univerfally read, becaufe the manufaturers
themfelves exprefs hardlyany apprehenfions. Thofe
who fpoke with the leaft certainty of there being
pothing to fear from Ireland, clofed their evi-
dence with the following anfwer to'a queftion
about being rivalled by that country; ““ At pre-
¢« fent we fhould not fear 2a competition. We
« cannot fpeak to futurity, but we hope the Eng-
¢ lifh manufaurer will have too much libera-
« lity of fentiment, to wifh'to deprive the Irifh
« of any fair and equal advantage, in working up
¢¢ their own materials, arifing from their fkill and
« induftry.” This is ftated in their own words, ta
do juftice to fo generous a feeling. The fame {pirit
has been difcoverable in different degrees, in the
evidence given by other manufa&urers. The ob-
fervation made by Dr. Adam Smith, refpecting
the avidity of our great manufa&urers, has not
_ been juftified by the prefent inquiry. The Doctor
s as little inclined as moft writers, t0 impute im=~
proper motives to others ; but it is certain that
thofe ‘who know the Britifh manufacurers beft,
will
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will not accufe them of felfith motives, of harraw
prejudices. ’

Refined fugar is the next on the lift, "The raw
imaterial being the produce of the Weft Indies,
obfervation has been already made on what oc-
curred refpecting it; it is neceffary. only to add,
that while Ireland imported Raw Sugar at 1, 8d.
a hundred, and England at 45. 6d. fhe was able
to fupply a confiderable part of the confumption
of Ireland in refined fugar, and to underfell her in
hier own market, after paying the expences of the
carriage to Ireland, and a duty of 125, per hun-
dred. How then is Jreland to fend refined fugar
to England, when the pays a duty now equal to -
that paid in England upon the raw material, and
certainly buys it at as high'if not an higher price?
The Irith duty, however, on that article, which
will probably regulate the future duty here, muft,
in any event, afford fufficient prote@ion to the Re-
finers here, even againft foreign fugars manufae-
tured insthe country,

- With refped to beer, Ireland cannot contend
with England. She imports an eighth of her con-
fumption from England; and, to make her beft

malt
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tnalt liquors, fhe has imperted yearly, upon an
average of the laft feven years, 38,539 quarters of
malt, and 17,145 hundred weight of hops, She
cannot then, furely, contend with England in a
manufacture, the raw materials of which fhe im-
ports from her, and one of which fhe always muft
continue to do *. For hops, Ircland muft depend
upon us : the cannot grow them ; nor has the a pro-
per climate for faving them : the feafon for pick-

ing them is generally rainy there; and they have
no wood for poles.

The cotton manufacture, including cotton, and
linen mixed with cotton, and cotton ftockings;

has been ftated as an important one,

This is in its infancy in Ireland, and it is difficult
to fay much concerning it

It has been argued, that as Ireland can have the

raw material upon the fame terms as England, and

has labour fo much cheaper, the will probably be
able to under-fell England even in her own market.

# Irifh malt muft ever be inferior to Englifh, on account of
the wet feafons.

Ireland
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Ireland can certainly get any quantity of cottoff;
but whether on the fame terms as England has not
been afcertained, on account of the prices having
fluGuated fo much. It muft be confefled, that in
- general, labour is cheaper in Ireland thanin Eng-
land ; but it does not follow from thence; that any
manufacture can be carried through its feveral gra-
dations to perfection cheaper in Ireland than in
England; for although labour may be cheaper in
fome part of the procefs, it is actually dearer in
others. Inmany inftances, the rude part of the
procefs is certainly cheaper in Ireland, but the
finer parts, and whatever depends on art or ma-
chinery, is cheaper in England. The progrefs of
the woollen manufatture is a ftriking inftance of
this, for raw wool is much higher in price inIreland
than in England, owing tothe high price and great
demand for her bay-yarn here, becaufe the labour
of the {pinner, and the price of the wool in Ire-
land, added together, is not fo high as in Eng-
land * ; large quantities of bay-yarn are therefore

* This is accounted for by the Irifh yarn being particularly
adapted for the warp of certain manufattures to mix with,
Englith yarn, and that Ireland cannot get Englith yarn for
their weft, as well as by the fpinning being done by perfons
in Ireland, who could earn nothing in any other way, and are

content with very trifling gains.
fent
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fent over from Ireland, and fold for more money
than it would produce at home. This yarn is load-
ed with heavy.expences ; it is {pun in various parts
of Ireland, from whence it is carried to Dublin and
Cork by land-carriage ; it is charged there with
ftorage, package, commiffion to the exporier, pofts
charges, cuftom-houfe fees, infurance, [reightsy
and four-pence a ftone for licence of exportaiion 3
Upon its landing in England, it has moft of thofe
charges to pay a fecond time ; a new carriage to
Manchefter, to Yorkthire, to Norwich, or where-
ever it 1s to be worked up; when manufactured,
it muft pay a third carriage to Ireland, with
freight, commiffion, florage, port-charges, fecs,
poftage, infurance, &c. with an impoft duty there
of fix-pence a yard upon old, and two-pence ayard,
upon new drapery, with an addition of 5l. percent.
on thatimport : And yet, with all thof¢c expences,,
England underfells Ireland, in her own market,
in thofe articles manufaCtured with her own yarn;
which fhews, to a demonftration, that in fome fteps
of the procefs, by fome means, England manufac-
tures much cheaper than Ireland.

B If
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If it is feared that Ireland will underfell Great
Britain in her own market, it muft be obferved in
anfwer, that of the various fpecies of articles made
of corton, none are rated but fuftians, janes, mil-
lians, and bar millians; of thefe only the two firft
are now known : that all other fpecies are new ine
ventions fince the Aés of Cuftoms and Excife, and
muft pay 1ol. per cent. upon their real value, with
the expence of conveyance from Ireland. With re-
fpe@ to the Weft Indian and African markets,
they are already open to the cotton manufactures
of Ireland.

The printing branch, either of cotton or linens,
can be in no great danger, becaufe the duty of
vol. per ¢cent. ad walorem, in addition to the one for
equalizing our Excife duties, will afford a fuffi-

cnent prote&xon.

In the manufa&uring of leathers, Ireland labors
under many difadvantages. Sheufes foreign bark
in tanning, at a great expence; fhe pays, however,
no Exc1fc on the article, and her workmens wages

are lower than here: bus “what is defired is only

tbe hbcrty of fendmg this manufafture into Great
Britain,
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Bri_tgin, as fhe can now fend it every where elfe s
and in coming here it muft pay an import duty,
befides one equal to our Excife, which muft af-
ford a fufficient fecurity, when the high charges
of tanning are confidered.

- Starch cannot be manufa&ured fo cheap in fre-
land as in Edgland : the raw material is dearer,
and Ireland has no ddvantage.

Tallow ufed in making candles and foap is cet-
tainly cheaper in Ireland than here; but our ma-
nufacturers cah and do mow import much of that
raw material j-and duties equal-to our Excife will
be impofed tipon thé importation of the afticles
themfelves.

Iron is an important branch of the marufa&ures
of this country ; the duty on the importation of the
raw materials into Great Britain is 21. 165. per ton,
and into Ireland only 10s. Irith ; which occafioned a
ftipulation with the Irith, when they were admitted
to a direét tratle with the Colonies, more than five
years ago, that they fhould impofe a duty of 3l-
3s7i1d. per ton, on all manufaltured iron ex.

' E » ported
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ported to thofe Colonies. ‘They have fince ¢om-
plained of this as unequal, alledging that much of
the iron manufactures, fent to the Colonies from
this country, is made of native iron, paying no duty.
The Irith have, however, iron-ore alfo of their
own : it will therefore be neceffary they fhould in-
creafe the duty on the importation of iron, to the
fame rate as the Britith, or equalizing duties muft
be impofed on Irifh-manufa&ured iron imported
into this country.

With regard to corn, and other grain, Ireland
defires nothing more than the reciprocal preference
given by her to Great Britain by the A& of the
laft feffion there. The fourth Refolution does not
affe¢t the queftion; the point muit be arranged |
therefore, feparately. If the prices ftated in the.
above-mentioned Aét are not found advifeable for
this country to adopt, there can be no difhculty

in altering them.

We have have thus gone through the feveral
articles moft likely to be immediately affected by
the Refolutions if adopted in both countries :
thofe who wifh for more particular information re-

- {pecting
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fpe&ing the poffible effet they may have on fe-
veral branches of our manufactures not enumerated
here, muft be referred to the Report of the Com-
mittee of Council, and the examinations of the
manufacturers themfelves annexed thereto. It re-
mains, therefore, only to obferve, that, in return
for the equality of trade, Ireland not ofily agrees
to fecure to this country a monopoly of confump-
tion, but to affift us in fupporting the general ex-
pence of the empire ; by applying the furplus of
her hereditary revenue, above its prefent produce,
to naval fervices, the particulars of which may be
afcertained and fixed by the bill to be pafled in
that country for appropriating it. The flighteft
attention. to the articles which compofe that re-
venue will thew, that it is utterly impoffible for -
the trade, manufa&ures, or population of Ircland
to increafe, without a proportional augmentation
of that revenue in particular. The two countrics
will then, under the propofed fyftem, be united 1
the ftrongeft bonds of mutual advantage : they
will hereafter have one cammon intereft ; and all-
ground of futute difputes, jealoufies, and animofi-
ties, will be prevented. The Refolutions are fuch
as Great Britain may agree to confiftent with her

honour,
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honour, and with perfect fafety to the intereft 6f
both kmgdoms Let us not then, by denying to

accede to them, drive Ireland into acts ob ™

violence, and lay ourfelves under the neceflity
of adopting meafures which may perhaps ultimate-
ly terminate not in a nominal, but an actual fepa-
ration, of both kingdoms, by forcing them into
different interefts, as rivals and competitors for thé
advantages to be derived from trade and commerce,
which will be fo much better fecured to us by a
free and liberal intercourfe.

It is a duty every man owes his country, to look
attentively and ferioufly to our prefent fituation.
A former Minifter, in opening his propofition re-
fpecting the Colony trade with Ireland, ftated,
what he will not now denv, ¢ that as the fuperiu-
<« cration of all the commerce with Ireland, let
¢ it arife from the profit of which branch of trade
¢ it might, would neceffarily cener in the feat of
« empire ; if mot the whole, at leaft much the
¢ greater part; and might well be eftimated as
« forming a part of the accumulating wealth of

¢¢ Great Britain.”
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