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FERTER
"TO

THE MOST REVEREND

THE LORD BISHOP OF MEATH.

MY LORD,

Isoscrivinare charges are as abundant in mif-
chief, as they are generally deficient in proof ; and
proof, in the bufinefs now to be difcufled, your
‘Lordthip feems to have thought totally fuperfluous ;
without any knowledge of your own, without en-
quiry or examination, you affume the teftimony of
Dr. Rennell as incontrovertible ; not reflecting, that
if his evidence cannot be fubftantiated, your own
accufation has nothing for its fupport. What ground
Dr. Remnell had to charge the Mafters of Public
Schools with neglet of Chriftian inftru&ion, what
right he had to affume the office of Cenfor, or how
he brought himfelf to think, that he was more in-
vulnerable than others of his profeffion, I know not ?

A2 but,
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- but, it is with regret, that I find his name introduced
upon the prefent occafion, becaufe I had enteted
into Articles of Peace with him two years ago, and
had hoped that the fubje in difpute had been
quicted once for all. At that time, ‘upon the inter-
ference of fome common friends, Dr. Rennell was
pleafed to make an exception in favour of .me, and
the {chool under my fuperintendance ; and though a
private acknowledgment was no. fatisfaction for a
public accufation, ftill T was eafily reconciled, and
acquiefced, under the opinien of friends, who cer.
tainly withed well to us both.

But if the teftimony of Dr. Rennell is now to be
revived, for the purpofe of renewing the attack, it is
not my intemperance, but the indifcretion of his ad-
mirers, that brings the queftion before the publie
in its prefent form.  Thope I fhall not tranfgrefs the
bounds of moderation; but T have a right to be
heard in my own defence, a double right on the re-
petition of the charge, without any new offence on
my part; and if I'felt this charge as an injury from
an equal, I feel it as oppreflion from a fuperior.

Perhaps, it will be afked, why I am fo ready to
ftand forth before all other Condu&ors of Public
Education? why my indignation is-excited fooner
than that of others implicated in the fame charge
of delmquency? Thope, my Lord, to make it ap-
pear, that I am not more irritable, but more injured ;
becaufe my acquiefcence, in the firft inftance, has
only expoled me to a repetition of the affront. If

any
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any one pleads guilty, he may complain of want of
generofity in his accufer, but he has no right to com-
plain of his injuftice. For my own part, I deny the
fat; and many reafons urge me to ftand upon my
defence, which may weigh little with others in the
fame predicament.
- The firft is, that, like Solon’s, my time of life is
my fecurity. In the courfe of nature, the period of
my public labours cannot be remote; and the re-
muneration of my fervices, with which Iis Majefty
has been pleafed to honour me, has made me in-
dependent, whenever my own comfért or conve-
nience induce me to fix the moment of my retire-
ment. My mind may fuffer, indeed, from injurious
and unmerited reproach; but the talents and ine
genuity of Dr. Rennelly and the eloquence of your
Lordfhip, will be exerted i vain to prejudice me in
my circpmitances. » You will both difclaim the in-
tention. I {peak not of your intention, but the fadt;
and the fa& is, that if the world eredits your affer-
tions, in avery few years no man will be enabled
to live by the emoluments of a Public School. It is
n this point that T am fuperior to the utmoft eforts
of my accufers: and were I to retire to-morrow, |
fhould lay down my office with a confcious fatisfac.
tion, in_having clofed the feene with a Defence of
Public Education. BN

A'fecond inducement for undertaking this office,
is; that the reproaches of Dr. Rennell f1i]] remain

wounretracted and unexpiated : his private exception

™~
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in my favour is of no value, if his public charge
is ftill to miflead men of your Lordfhip’s rank, con-
fequence, and difcernment. It is now revived after
two years given to footh it into oblivion, and. may
be repeated annually by every preacher called to
the duty which your Lordfhip has performed ; and
if this charge fhould now be left unanfwered, it
may be deemed unanfwerable. |

But the caufe, above all others, which compels
me to difclaim all farther referve, is the extenfive
circulation given to this reiterated attack, by means
of the Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge.
The fan&ion of fo venerable a body, added to the
teftimony of your Lordfhip and Dr. Rennell ; the
difperfion of the' Annual Sermon in the Metropolis,
in every county of England and Wales, extended
likewife into Scotland,. Ireland, Germany, and the
Faft-Indies, gives a celebrity and notoriety to this
eftimate of education in our great Schools, that all
the abilities of Dr. Rennell, and all the addrefs of
your Lordfhip, could not have effetted. Dr. Ren-
nell, my Lord, has publifhed many Sermons, and I
queftion if his great name ever fold an edition of
five hundred copies ; but the Society prints three
thoufand; and, if we allow ten readers to a copy,
here is an evil report propagated to thirty thoufand
* perfons, twice in the courfe of two years; which,
if the event fhould be proportionate to the means,
would leave all the Public Schools in the kingdom

without a fcholar. 7
~ Surely
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~ Surely this was not the intention of Dr. Ren- -
nell, of your Lordfhip, or the Society. No.—But
you intended our reformation and amendment.—
Alas! my Lord, I am too old for reformation :—
if I have not already done my duty without this ad-
monition, I cannot now change my method, my
habits, or my opinions j;—but if the admonition was
not wanted, (as I fhall prove in the following pages,)
the mifchief is the fame : but where am T to look
for remedy or redrefs ¢ The only hope of redrefs I
had, was the interference of the ‘Society. I ap-
plied for permiffion to circulate with their annual
packet, containing your Lordfhip’s Difcourfe, ,a
Note, requefting the members to fufpend their
judgment on the point in queftion, till T could be
heard in my own defence ; ‘but the Board was fo
prepoflefled either of my delinquency, or Dr. Ren-
nell’s veracity, that my application was utterly in
vain. Nothing can diminith my efteem and vene-
ration of that excellent Society, which I have now

attended for almeft thirty years, with an affeCtion

that cannot be furpafled by the attachment of its
beft and warmeft friends; but I feel fomething like -
a departure from its ufual candour, in the prefent
inftance : “for if a charge againft any of its' mem-
bers is publifhed under the fanétion of the Society,
and that ¢harge thould prove to be groundlefs, the
injury+is no longer that of the writer, but of the
publither ; and if an afion for defamation would
fic in this cafe, I imagine it muft be brought, not
p againﬂ;



0o
againft Dr.” Rennell, but ‘againit the Secretary of
the Society. That I harbour no fuch mtennon y@u,z
Lordthip will readily believe ; and the Se:cletar)1 13
fo innocent of concerting any plan againft mej. or
defigning any evil by the publication, that he did
not know. the contents of the Difcourfe, till the
morning it was laid before the Board, and many
copies were in the hands of the members prefent.
No, my Lord, the Secretary,' with ‘all 'his deference
to your Lordfhip’s rank, his attackment to your per-
fon, and his refpec for your talents and abilities, had
never been induced, by cariofity or duty, to read
one word of your Sermon. It paffed from your
Lordfhip’s hands into the Secretary’s, and from the
Secretary to the Printer: it returned from the
*Printer by fheets ‘to your Lordfhip for corretion ;
and when finithed, it was committed to the Binder,
with whom it continued till it was laid unread upon
the table. Now, my Lord, fuppofe the accufation
to be groundlefs; fuppofe the Sermon to have con-
tained heterodoxy, or any thing worfe,~~who was
culpable ?—not the Board,—for the Board never
does fee the Serman ;—not the Secretary, for he ne-
ver looked at it ;—not the Printer or Binder, for
they ‘will print or bind any thing that comes into
 their fhop ;—and yet, my Lord, with nobody ref-
ponfible or accountable, this report of the Public
Schools in England is to be propagated from the
Liffey to the Ganges, as the opinion of the Society,

adopted on the authority of Dr. Rennell and your
2 ‘ Lordfhip.
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Tordfhip. When T'afked for the infertion of the
Note for my own ]uftlﬁcanon in the packet, I did
not afk for the opinion of the Board.——I was to des
fend myfelf ; and till that defence could be prepared
I requefted only not to be prejudged by the fanc-
tion and publi_cafioﬁ of fo venerable 2 body. ' Feftus
thought it unreafonable to fend a prifoner, and not

- withal to fignify the crimes laid againft him. = T de-

fired only the converfe of this propoﬁtlon, that my
crimes fhould not be fignified; without giving inti-
mation at the fame time that T was ready for my
trial. I fhould have obtained thls requeft from a
Roman and 2 Gentile.

It is with infinite regret that I am compe}le& to
allude to any tranfa&tions in a Society, which I re-
fpe above all others, for doing the moft extenfive
good with the leaft poflible parade; and T repeat,
that it is with much concern that it is neceffary to
recur to Dr. Rennell’s Difcourfe. But it is for your
Lordfhip’s information upon that point, that I muft
ftate the following particulars. When fome mem-
bers of the Board interfered to effet a reconciliation
between Dr. Rennell and myfelf, I no fooner re-
ceived his letter, with the exception in my favour,
than 1 returied an anfwer by the fame poft, ex-

~ preffed in cordial terms, that I was contented to be

filent. 1 was not a little furprized to find after=
wards, that another letter was written by Dr. Ren-
nell to the Board, much lefs favourable to me, and
much mote refolute in cenfunng Public Schools and

‘ B Univer-
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Univerfities, than even his publication, I repented
of myacquiefcence, but my word was, pafled, and
I made no further complaint, Dr. Rennell will feel
the value of this fort of moderation; when I acquaint
him that my Defence was ready for publication,
and could have gone to_the prefs the next morning,
An Author who can flop at fuch a point, can hardly
be dﬂéer_ned irritable  or implacable ; but thefe facts
it is now neceflary to ftate, becaufe your Lordfhip
muft have been unacquainted with.them, or elfe you
could ‘not have grounded your own.charge on the
public. teftimony of Dr. Rennell, had you known
his retraltion in private. The exprefs words of
your accufation are thefe :
: ‘IE had propofed to fay a few words on the * fad
= d_egeneracy of our-Public Schools, in this moft
“ important part of education, and . their fyftema-
“ tic negle@ of that religious inftruction which in
¢ the earlier parts of  the Reformation, and even
“to a much later date, was fo carefully provided
¢ for the higher and wealthier claffes of ‘the Britifh -
“ youth; but I found  the fubjeé anticipated by
¢ Dr. Rennell, in his Sermon on this anniverfary,
« and 1 could add nothing to what that zealous
“ and eloquent preacher had there urged, to call
¢ the public attention to this portentous evil.”’—
Note P- 30. S oF , _
. Surely, my Lord, ¢ degeneracy,” ¢ fyftematic
negle& of religious inftrution, and ¢ portentous
| gévil,,’," arc terms harfh enough for the moft zealous
‘ . and
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and eloquent preacher in Chriftendom to adopt.~
They could want ‘no addition from your Lordfhip, -
if they are Dr. Rennell’s Ianguao*c and they can-.
not well be carried higher by any future eloquent
preacher, if they are your Lordfhip’s. You, my
Lord, make no exception, becaufe you were nac-
quainted with Dr. Rennell’s exception ; and thus,
all the conduétors of public education are com-
prlzed in one general indifcriminate charge, without
a fingle qualifying claufe in favour of any one.
But grofs as this language is; ‘there is nothing ex.
cept the charge of fyftematic negleét of religious in~
ftruction, to prevent my arguing the queftion with- -
the moft perfe& compofure: that, indeed, 'is “a:
crime of fuch a nature, that if it can be brought’ .
home and proved againft.me, or any mafter, no
punithment can be too great. Negle& there is in all
education, arifing from the infirmity of human na-
ture, and the tedium of treading the fame dull round>
daily through a life of perpetual labour, confinement,
and anxiety. Evils there are in all public educa--
tion, produced by the habits and cuftoms of the
place, which can no more be eradicated out of:
{chools than nations.  Evils there are from the tem-
per, habits, and manners of the times ; and evils:
there are in the conftitution and ftatutes § for our>
anceftors, though wife, were not perfe@t ; and vice’
there is, wherever three hundred human beings are*
colletted into a body. All this, therefore, T would
have conceded ; and on this, I imagine, your Lord-
' B2 . fhip’s
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fhip’s complaint is not founded. But the fy/fematic

neglect of rehglous inftruction is a crime of the
b,lacke& dye; and I referve my obfervations on the
indifcretion and intemperance of my accufers, tﬂl I
have proved the imputation to be a falfehood.
~ Falfe I call it in direét terms; and calumnious I
would  have called it, but that to conftitute ca-
lumny, I muft prove that the intention of the ac-
eufer was malicious, and that his malice was found-
ed upon what he knew to be a falichood himfelf.
Of this I acquit both Dr. Rennelland your Lord-
fhip; but I believe that the zeal of Dr. Rennell
made him conceive that this was a {plendid topic for
his eloquence, and that your Lordfhip miftook rhe-
toric for argument, or aflertion.for truth; but in
this inftance, my Lord, you have gone a ftep be-
yond ' the information of your brief. Dr. Rennell
confined himfelf ‘to the term ¢ many;” but you
comprehend all public fchools in general, and con-
demn all in one {weeping claufe for degeneracy and,
[yftematic negle& _

But let us firft fettle the terms of the controverfy,‘
and the ‘extent of the charge. What does Dr.
Rennell, or your Lordfhip, comprize under the ex-
préffion of Public Schools ?  Are we to underftand.
only Winchefter, Eton, and We&rmnﬁer? or, are
we to iextend our notion, as we ought to do, to the.
thrge other great fchools in the Metropolis ; to; Har-
row, Rugby, Manchefter, Wakefield, and many
more of equal magnitude in the North 2 If all thefe

are
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are to. plead guilty to the charge, the rifing. genexaq
tion is ripe for the machinations of a Voltaure, “
Diderot, a d’Alembert, a Condorcet, or a Lepauxg
and we may expet a revolution ii} Church and
State, -as foon as ever a prime agitator- fhall ftart
up-in this country. to fet the confpiracy in motion,
I do not think, my Lord, that either you or Dr.
Rennell, carry your 1mpeachment to this extent. I
you do, I muft maintain that your enquiries and your
information will not bear you out in the event; for
even in the three {chools, which I fuppofe your ac.
cufations in reality to comprehend, your invefti-
gation is miferably deficient. Dr: Rennell was bred
at Eton, and has lived at Winchefter; but he
knows no more of Weftminfter than. Tom Paine,
does of the Bible, Juft enough.to mifreprefent-and:
condemn,  but nothixig- to qualify him for a judge of
what is excellent and good. ‘But he does not ine
clude. Weltminiter., No,—Not in his private judg-
ment : but his Sermon is fuil fufficient to mlﬂead'
your Lordfhip, and to influence the opinion of the
public. If the attack is made in concert, it is over-
whelming me. with your united talents and abtheS'
if you have not-confulted him, you haye built upon,
a foundation which he has renounced. ‘
What fenfe the Warden and Mafter -of Win-.
chefter, or the Mafter of Eton, may. have of thr.s‘
procedure, I know not; but they are men of abili-
ties, and equal to their own defence. I have not
communicated with them, becaufe I had not the arro-
3 gance
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gance to offer myfelf as a champion in the' common
caufe ; neither ought their interefts, or eftimation
in the world; to be hazarded on my defenee, if it
fhould ' prove inadequate to its purpofe. Win-
chefter T'know enough of, ' generally, to “believe
that the accufation is groundlefs : and who'is it that
accufés Eton? 2 man bred under the proteétion of
the pious Founder whofe abilities ‘havée been nur-
tured and expanded under his roof,—thofe abilities
which are now employed to depreciate his eftablifh-
ment. We have among us‘a plety and a gratitude
to our nurfing mother ; faults fhe has, which we
rather diffemble than expofe ;" and if one of her
fons had atted in a fimilar manner, we thould have
difowned him as an alien. " Dr. Rennell’s charaler
ftands high in the world as ‘a man of virtue, mo-
rality, and religion; thofe of a fimilar defcription
whom we have bred, are generally our firmeft
friends through life, and our {yftem is reprobated
only by thofe who never profited by their education.

~ Thus far I have proceeded on the general grounds
of the accufation. I fhall now enter upon the fpeci-
fic heads of the charge; for which, however un-
willingly, I muft of neceffity recur to Dr. Rennell’s
difcourfe, becaufe your Lordfhip has not defcended
to particulars.. The fpeciﬁc charges may be reduced
to three heads. |

B That a preference is due to the religious educa-
tion in Chanty Schools, compared with mﬁru&wn

in Pubhc Seminaries.
I, That
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II. That the Paganifm taught in Public Schools,
is noxious to the caufe of Chriftianity ; and, .. -,
L That Public Schools are guilty, of a; {yftematic

neglect of all religious inftruction. il o uoing
tft. The firft head of the charge is comprized in

the fbllowing terms : . b

“ Another circumftance of the <times,” which
““ render the labours of the Society ‘of pectiliar exi-
‘¢ gency, is the moft lamentable and notoridhs defec-
“ tivenefs of Chrif'liail- edication in many of our
¢¢ Public Schools, and 'qther great “Seminaries of
““this’nation.”” . . ., . /4 All Who are acquainted
“ with the elementary ignorance of Chriftianity, in
““ which young men are permitted to réthain in the
““ greater part of our Public Inftitutions, ‘(and'it 1
“¢ impofiible to be much converfarit ifl them without
“ knowing this) will fee how neceflary the exertions
¢ of this Society are, for preferving the light of the
“ Gofpel among the lower ranks of men. . . . . 3
““ The charitable hand which fupplies the deficiency
““‘among the poor, is peculiarly grateful'to God and
“ beneficial to mankind.”” See Dr. Rennell’s Ser.
mon, p. 7, before the Society, 179q. "

This is the language of the Preacher; and in
order to inform us, that by the other great Jeminaries
¢ the nation, he defignates the two Univérﬁties, he
ufes in his note, A, the expreflion of young men
in this fituation ; a term exclufively appropriate to

thofe learned bodies. - .

A4

Here
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Here then we are to leatn, that ‘thhe chii'é?i{*;ﬁg/l’
of religious education in Public’ Schools, and the
“Univerfities, can only be counterbalanced by pre-
ferving the light-of the Gofpel among the lower
ranks; and if the light of the ‘Gofpelrwere. ex-
tinguithed in the higher Seminaries, every minifter
of the Gofpel, who knows his duty, would unite with
Dr. Rennell, in turning from the. reprobate, and
preaching to the poor, who would receive the glad
tidings of pardon and redemption. But this is the
fa& to be proved, and Dr, Rennell has not proved
it. When we look to the prefs of  the two Uni-
verfities for the laft thirty years, we find greater
treafures of Theology ifluing from that  fource,
than in any period of equal length fince the Re-
formation ; and if it fhall be faid, that there are a
few learned in that {cience ftill remaining, but who
pay little attention to the rifing generation,—where
did thofe that are learned acquire their knowledge ?
and what is the reafon, that, previous to Dr.
Rennell’s animadverfion, and ‘without waiting for
his advice, leftures in Divinity were given in both
thofe Seminaries ? leGtures requiring {o indifpenfable
an attendance, that no Bithop will ordain a can-
didate without a certificate from the Profeflor, that
this duty has been fulfilled. ‘

This is a fubje& foreign to my purpofe the Uni-
yerﬁties are not deficient in thofe who are qualified to
meet Dr. Rennell on any ground ; and whenever his

' ‘ efforts
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efforts fhall be deemed noxious rather than intem-
perate, inﬁeaa of one “correfpondent, he will have
twenty ‘

‘But in Public Schools, wherein does this lament:
able and notorious defectivenefs confift? and why is
a preférence given to the Teachers of Charity Schools
rather than to the Inftrutors in ‘a higher fphere?
Cotld not a popular audience be fufficiently flattered
without levelling all above them? Could not the
educators of the loweft be confoled under their la-
borious duty, without detralting from thofe whom
the public voice, and the difcernment of their nomi-
nators or electors had appointed to the management
of the firft Seminaries in the kingdom? Are not
thefe men of the fame profeflion as their accufer?
And does Dr. Rennell deny faith and ability to every
Churchman but himfelf?=—No, not ability but will ;
that fhall be ‘anfwered in its place. But why are
men bred to the inftruétion of youth by an appren-
ticethip, fuppofed more willing to execute their truft,
than thofe who have recéived the moft liberal educa-
tion known in Europe? This is no vain-glorious
boaft. Forelgners fubferibe to it; they allow the
“palm " of general information to Engh{h tra_vellers
above all others.” Where did they acquire it? 1In

Englith Schools, in Englith Univerfities; and in
hineteeh inftances out of twenty from the Englith
Clergy. “Why are thefe foundations to be decried?
. Why are ‘thefe men to be degraded by a comparifon
mth thofe ‘who have never had fimilar means of ac-
- C quiring
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quiring knowledge, or equal advantages in life, man-
ners, and education? But this is not fuflicient ; the
inferior is to be raifed above the fupetior; the children
of the poor are to be told, that they have better in-
{truction than thofe above them ; and the teachers of
the poor are taught to believe, that their’s is the pre-
eminence ; that they are to atone for the negle&, and
compenfate for the deficiency of all that are engaged
in the education of the higher orders. If the children
who heard this difcourfe underftood it, I fhould
imagine-, that their refpect for the rank above them
muft be greatly diininithed, and their refiftance to
{ubordination greatly increafed ; and if they were
capable of drawing a conclufion, the natural confe-
quence ought to be, that, as they are wifer and bet:
ter than their fuperiors, they ought to govern, and
their fuperiors obey., -

As to the mafters who are to inftrué& the poor,
a more ufeful order of men in their rank can hardly
be fuppofed  and of the few known perfonally to
me, [ have had reafon to judge well. The mafter,
who prefides in the fchool with which Dr. Rennell
and myfelf are conneéted, as Retors of adjoining
parifhes; is a fober, difcreet, and laborious teacher ;
he officiates likewile as my parith clerk. If we fup-
pofe this good man to have liftened with attention
to Dr. Rennell’s difcourfe, what muit be his opinion
of his Rector? It could be no other than this—
that he was mafter of a Public Seminary, indeed. but
rotally difqualified either by want of will or ability, to

give
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give the youth under his care the fame religious in-
{truction as the children of the poor received in the
parith fchool. " But wwas this good man mifled by Dr.
Rennell’s information ?—No. He would think
himfelf as little qualified te inftru& me in the art
of teaching, as to corred, by an harangue from the
defk, the abominable doétrines which 1 was deliver-
ing in the pulpit.

The eloquence of Dr. Rennell on this fubject,
animated by his zeal, could net fail to imprefs the
audience with an opinion that he was a more ftre-
nuous advocate for this fyftem of education, than
all ‘who had preceded, or fhould" follow him in
the fame office. But if this is the idea of his gene-
ral patronage and protettion, let us inquire how it
ftands in regard to its fpecific application? For if
there fhould be two Recors of contiguous parifhes,
connected with the fame {chool, and one of thefe
Rectors fhould, in the courfe of twenty years, have
preached in favour of the inftitution, almoit annu-
ally, while the other had afforded his affiftance only
once. If one thould have taken a part in the ma-
nagement, while'the other never attended a fingle
meeting ;—if one fhould have given his countenance
to the mafter, encouraged him in his labours, and
confoled him under his difficulties, while the otl}cr
hardly knew his name or his perfon j—if one fhould
have catechifed the children, while the other never
afked ‘them a queftion ;—if one fhould have ex-
‘pounded the catechifin, either privately or publicly,
‘ C2 almoft
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* almoft every year, while the other never conde-

fcended to fo humble an’ office—we will leave it
to the judgment of the Public, which of the two
was the greater advocate for the general fyftem ¢ and
which of the two was the more zealous {upporter
of the fchool under their common protection ? .

It is not meant to detra@& from the fervices of
Dr. Rennell at St. Paul’s : they were important and
meritorious ; but he ought not to arrogate all merit
to himfelf : he ought not to affume a right of cen-
furing every other fpecies of education, but the one
he was to recommend : he ought not to have flat-
tered the poor at the expence of the rich : he ought
not to have, elated the poor above their condition,
by enhancing the value of their acquirements, and
depreciating thofe of every other order in fociety :
he ought not to have told the. inftructors of thefe
children, that they were more able, or at leaft more
willing, to do their duty than his brethren of the
Clergy, who were engaged in the higher depart.
ments, and the more arduous office of educating
the children of the wealthy and the noble. Our
fervice is fufliciently painful in itfelf : why is our efti-
mation to.be leflened in the eyes of the people, by
the intemperance of a man who thinks he has no
equal among his equals? If we do not fulfil our
duty, we are amenable; but not before the tri-
bunal of Dr. Rennell. He is not yet my Dio-
cefan or my Principal, and I am thankful that he is
neither. o

II. The
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II. The fecond charge brought againft Public
Education, is this:

¢ There is fcarcely an internal danger which-we
¢ fear, but what is to be afcribed to a Pagan educa-
¢ tion, under Chriftian eftablithments, in a ChyiL.
“ tian country.” ' See Dr, Rennell’s Sermon,note
(@) p. 18, p | '

To enforee this affertion, Dr. Rennell adduces
the authority of Mr. Jones, in a publication called
Confiderations on the Religious Worthip of the
Heathen, Here, my Lord, I muft fpeak in very
plam terms. I appeal to your candour, to your
liberality as a man, and your charity as a Chriftian,
to judge definitively between Dr. Rennell and my-
felf ; whether the introduction of Mr. Jones’s-name
on this occafion, does or docs not point the charge
to me, exclufively of all the mafters of the Public
Schools ?  Dr. Rennell-has denied this, and does
deny it in his letter, to me, If I acquiefced in his
denial ; if I do not now charge him with an inten-
tion that ought never to be imputed to a man ‘after
his affertion to the contrary, I acquiefce in charity ;
but I leave the judgment to your Lordfhip.

There is a" circumftance which I conclude is to-
tally. unknown to your Lordfhip, and it is this:
Mr. Jones’s Traét, in queftion, was addrefled per-
fonally to me in the advertifement, and in the title
page. And.if fo, whom did Dr. Rennell addrefs
when he charged Public Schools with the crime of

s | teaching
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teaching PAGANISM *, rather than Chrxﬂzlamty ’
Speak candidly, my Lord. If you fay I am net the
perfon defigned, I will fubmit to your ]udgme'nt.'
If you fay I am, what muft be your opinion of
Rennell, the guide you have followed, the -m"&dé
you have believed ? T abide by your decifion, ‘with-
ocut any appeal to the opinion of the publier; for 1
will argue the queftion as if T adwmitted Dr. Ren-
nell’s affertion, that I am not the perfon charged
with the offence. ‘

The firft point I have to-eomphin of, is, that
the readmg of Pagan Authors is converted into a
Pagan Education; a perverfion of terms that con-
ceals a fallacy under a moft invidious aflumption,
Yor who is a difciple of Fo, becaufe he learns
Chinele ? or a Bhuddift, becaufe he reads Sanfkreet ?
If the wild mythology of Hindoftan is thought an
obje¢t worthy the labours of a Sir W. Jones, a
Wilkins, or ‘a Maurice, to explore; if fome men

of the moft confummate learning have dedicated
their lives to inveftigate the extravagancies of the
Fgyptian, Perfian, Peruvian, or Dr uidical fyftem ;
does it follow that they are tainted with the. refpec-
tive fuperftitions ?—but it will be faid thefe are
men, and we teach children; be it fo.  Yet] affert,
that I never yet found a child of ten years old, who
believed in the transformation of Jupiter into 2 bull,

* The word is in capitals, in Dr. Rennell’s Note; Ay
er
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6t 'a fivan, or a fower of gold ; nor a child, in the
nurfery, convinced that crows fung, or trees talked,
or affes played on the fiddle. The feruples of Dr,
Rennell, after banithing the abominable heathen
Poets out of our fchools, may wifh to difcard Afop
and Pilpay from otr families. He has read Rouf-
feau,—~Rouffean complains, that in I Fontaine,
foxes ‘lie; and his eiie ‘muft not fuipe& that
there is fuch a thing as a lie in the world. Sweet
innocence ! ‘he will find plenty of Hes, and falfe.
hood, ‘and deception too, when he fHall enter upon
the feene of life 3 and perhaps’it were better that
he thould learn the diftin@ion m theory, before he
fuffers from ‘them by experience,  But children of
five years old are not deceived by fables, more than
by the parables in feripture.d If Jotham makes 2
bramble talk, why may not Afop ¢ And children
of ten, are nb more mifled by the Gods of Ovid,
than men are by the mifcles of Apollonius or
Creefhna,

I ftated thefe fentiments in a letter to My, Jones,
upon the publication of His Tr@ 3 and I explained
to him the courfe of ous religious inftrution at
Weftminfter. { His anfwer | have in my pofleflion,
dictated by himfelf, but written by a friend. For,
alas! his hand was no longer able to wield that pen,
which he had employed fo often, and fo ably in
the caule dereligi‘on;' He admits my exculpation ;
he approves of the propriety and confiftency of our
; pl_g_,n-;.-.,he exhorts me to purlue it: and I reflect

'.'.':_.“:‘ “.! ; “’i[h
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“with pleafure that he cheered my-labours with his
blefling, not many days before he was himfelf to be

received into the habitation of the bleflfeds = -
The plan, my Lord, of our human, moraly and

religions inftrudtion, is. not. mine it is in our

(fatutes. .1 am accountable for nothing but the
execation of it, Iam not authorifedy 1if 1 were
willing, to fubflitute Prudentius for Virgil, or Gre-
" gory Nazianzen for Homer :—but I have not the
will more tharn the power ; for our authors are not
intended to teach Paganifm, but to fet before our
youth the belt models of writing that the world af-
fords. Whither fhall we go for thefe, but to the
Romans, or to the Greeks, who were their malters,
45 well as ours ? and, Pagans as they were, thefe
mafters were not-ignorant of the moral duties comn=
tained in- the fecond table of the Decalogue : for
we learn from 'Sephecles, that they acknowledged

the

~
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Antigone, Loabk

And we are taught by the Hymn of Cleanthes;

that in-regard to the contents of the firft table, they

were not utterly in the dark.

. «The ufe that has been made of that extraordinary

compofition on the Continent, is no reafon for ex-

cluding it from a Chriftian Seminary : it is the ap-
4 - - plication

/

’
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plication of it, by the teacher, that may pervert it to

~ abad end but there is no danger in fthewing, that

the Heathens in the midft of darknels retained fome
knowledge of the origin of evil ; that fome among
them rejected the Epicurean doélrine of fate and
chance ; or that others did not place the firft happi-

nefs of life in pleafure *.  When we have fuch

authors as thefe in our hands, if a ‘mafter does not
explain the fentiment of Sophocles by the text of

St. Paul, and contraft the eternal unwritten law of

the Gentiles, with the law engraven on the bheart ;
if he does not compare the language of Cleanthes,
Plato, Socrates and the Stoic {chool, with the doc-
trines of Revelation ; if he does not point out how
far thofe do&rines approach the truth, and how in-
finitely they fall fhort of the Word of God, that
mafter is not of our ftock, nor worthy of the place
he holds. Upon fuch opportunities as authors or
fentiments like thefe afford, 1 remember to this hour,
the tone, the manner, the elevated warmth of my
own preceptor, thevenerable Metropolitan of York;
and I feel at this moment, that I owe the firmeft
principles of my mind, and my firft reverence of the
Scriptures, to his inftruction.

* Young men place their happinefs in pleafure, and are foon
compelled to'own that all is vanity and vexation of fpirit ; thofe
of riper years'are taught that the firft happinefs of life is in their
knowledge of Geod and of his agency. The fecond 1is, where
Ariftotle has placed the firft, in the contemplation of the mind
itfelf, in the acquirements it has made, and the information it
_?oﬂ'eﬂgs. D s
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You will think, my Lord, perhaps, that I catch
at a fplendid example of good, to hide the deformi-
ties of the bad ; that I fupprefs the ignorance of
Pagan Poets and Hiftorians, to take refuge under
the more enlightened difcoveries of Philofophers ;
but I do aver once more, that I never found a child
in the lower forms ideot enough to want guarding
againft the feduction of his mind by the Gods or
Metamorphofes of Ovid ; or one advanced into the
higher claffes, who could not relifh the farcafm of
Elijah, when applied to the Gods of Homer. ¢ Cry

‘¢ aloud ; for he is a God et her he is talking, or-

“ he is purfuing, or he is on a journey: or perad-
“ venture he fleepeth, and muft be awaked.” Thefe

are the admonitions which our daily duty affords us

opportunity to ‘enforce ; and the bitternefs of an ad-
verfary dare not affert, that when we have Homer
in our hands, our reverence for the Poet makes us
forget our religious obligations,
Mr. Jones, with as fincere a faith as ever adorned
a Chriftian, undoubtedly had prepofieflions of this
fort. -~ The circamftances of the times operated more
powerfully on his mind, than on others who were
poflefled of lefs fervency and zeal. He had lived
to fee the Chriftian religion overwhelmed in France,
and altars eretted to Liberty, and Reafon, and Non-
fenfe. He faw the groflnefs of Heathenifm, as he
thought, reviving in the caprice of imagination, and
he withed to warn his own countrymen againit a
fmalar cataftrophe. Had he lived to the prefent
| moment

bl
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moment his apprehenfions might have been dimi-
nifhed ; he might have been convinced that no
fuch evil would have arifen here from a claffical
education ; and that it did not fpring in France
from any fuch fource, but from a philofophy that
detefted folid inftruction next to the religion of the
Gofpel ;—from a fation, that by a civic education
meant ignorance and barbarifm ;—from ‘a fanatic
groupe of the illuminated, who replaced the pro-
feflors difcarded from the college of Louis le Grand
by a corporal of the guards.

- But if Mr. Jones was mifled by his apprehenfions,
his language was calm, temperate, and friendly ; he
neither overcharged the colouring, nor perverted the
terms. Dr. Rennell has done both. By fubftituting
Pagan for Claffical education, he cajoled all thofe who
were ignorant enough not to know the diftinGon
between reading Pagan authors, and teaching the
Pagan religion ; and thus he made a fecond appeal
from the learned to the ignorant : to the ignorant, |
fay, becaufe there is not an individual in the nation,
of a rank to have partaken of a claffical education,
who could have been deceived by the fallacy for a
moment. The luminaries of the Church in all ages,
from Bede to Roger Bacon, from Bacon to the Re-
formation, and from the Reformation to the prefent
hour, were all formed upon claffical inftruétion. And
if the writings of our Englith Divines ftood higher
than all others in the eftimation of Europe, for foli-
dity of reafoning, and fuperiority of compoﬁ‘tki'o'n,
T Nl D2 what
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what other ‘caufe can be affigned for it, but the ex.
cellence of the models by which their ftyle was form-
ed, and theirjudgmeht correted ? And if we are now
forbidden to have recoutfe to the fame means of in-
formation, it is one ftep towards the re-efbablifhment
of the imprimatur of our own country, ot the index
expurgatorius of the Inquifition. . We know that
Chryfoftom, Gregory Nazianzen, and. Jerom were
as well verfed in the elegancies of claffical literature,
as in the fublime language and important truths of
the Scripture. And we know that Tillotfon, Pear-
fon, Butler, and Sherlock, were all trained under
this execrable Pagan inflitution, which is continued
in our {chools, both public' and private, to the pre-
fent hour, Arte all who read the Koran difpofed to
become Mahometans 2 All who read Tamblichus,
Myfticks ?. or all who read Manetho, Aftrologers?
Thefe, indeed, are depths of corruption which we
do not fathom ; but we aflert, that our pupils are
o more liable'to delufion from the miracles of Livy,
or the ordcles of Herodotus, than mien are from
thefe feduétions of deeper refearch, In Hiftory and
Qratory, the Gods are not akuays prefented to our
cont_.g:rﬁplation s in Poetry, the fineft Paﬂ'ages are not
depéndent on mythology ; but it is the corhpofition
itfelf, the ftyle, the di€tion, the manner, the fublimi-
ty, the perfection of the model that is ever before our
~ eyes, ever prefent to our mind, ever inftruéting dand
forrming our underftanding, and ever ftimulating us
10 a defire of equal excellence or competition,

| ' Wheneveg
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Whenever thofe who decry claffical inftru&ion fhall
produce us works more worthy of imitation than
thofe of the ancients, we will leave the inferior mos
dels for the better ; but if ever the human intelle®
was cultivated to the extent of its powers, if ever
the arts were carried to the fummit of perfe&ion, if
ever generous competition effetted more than the
thirft of gain, it was in'Greece ; and if the treafures
of Greece, becaufe they are Pagan, are now to be
hidden from the Britith youth, they will be replaced,
not by a religious, but by a civic education, and
barbarifm in its rudeft form. All knowledge, all
letters, arts and fciences may be mifemployed ; but
it is notorious falfe reafoning to argue from the
abufe of any good againit its ufe; and all the elo-
quence of Dr. Rennell will mever prove, that more
evil is derived from Greek literature than good.
Whence was the eloquence he employs to decry thefe
wicked Pagans derived, but from a Pagan fource?
- From his knowledge of the Ancients, from his con-
templation of Demofthenes or Cicero? Perhaps he
has been mifled by the divine Philippic of the Ro-
man, and miftaken Obloquy for Rhetoric; perhaps
it was congenial to his talents to copy rather the
railing accufation of the Orator againft Antony,
than his-eulogy of Cefar.

But evbere did Dr. Rennell acquire that know-
ledge, which, in your Lordfhip’s opinion, conftitutes’
him the moft eloquent preacher of the age ?—At
Eton. Where is Dr, Rennell’s fon training up to
-4 ) the
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the fame degree of eminence 7—At Eton. = And
why is the family of the Rennells alone to efcape
the contagion of thefe Pagan principles, while thou=
fands bred in the fame celebrated Seminary are all
tainted with the infection ?

- But I have done with this article of the 1mpeach-
ment. I had intended to clofe it with an anfwer to
fome of the more general refletions on Public Edu-
cation, by Milton, C owlev and Addifon : but a
few words muft fuffice.

Milton complained of the yearsithat were wafted
in -teaching the dead . languages, and propofed a
more compendious method of his own ; but John-
fon, who had taught thefe languages himfelf, ob-
ferves, that no man can teach fafter than a boy can
learn. 'We know nothing of Milton’s fuccefs ; for
not a name of all his pupils is upon record : but
we know that the brighgeft luminaries of the age
iffued from the fchool of Buiby ; and we know that
to form thie habits of hterature, time is required as
well as teaching.

Cow&y complained that claffical education taught
words only, and not #hings ; but it ought to be-con-
fidered, that all the inftruction of childhood depends
more on.mentory than intellett. .~ When the age of
comprehenfion comes, from twelve o fourteen to
fixteen or eighteen, if the mafter teaches only words,
heis a blockhead. It is the compofition of the Poet
he is to'notice, and not the rendering a word of the
~enginal by its correfpondent term in Englith ; the
N order,
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order, connexion, and relation of part to part, thd
allufions to Hiftory, Mythology, and Geography;
and if thefe are not things rather than words, where
are we to fearch for them ? >

Addifon deemed it an inexpiable error, that boys
with genius or without, were all to be bred Poets
indifcriminately ; and if this were our objet in teach-
ing profody, his reproof would be juft ; but no ear
can be formed to harmony, no Poet can be read
with pleafure, no intimate acquaintance with any
dead language can be obtained, without knowledge
of profody. Greek is lefs underftood than Latin,
becaufe the compofitions in that language are lefs
frequent ; and Hebrew is lefs underftood than either,
becaufe no one compofes in it at all. But will not
prole compofition anfwer the purpole as well as
verfe ’—No teacher will think fo who has tried the
experiment ; and the practice of all fchools proves,
that profody is never negletted, unlefs where the
mafter is ignorant of it himfelf,

I have much more to fay in anfwer to thefe fe.
veral objetions, but they are foreign to the imme-
diate purpofe of my Defence; and I fhall proceed
immediately to the confideration of the laft article
exhibited againft. Publjc Education, by your Lord-
thip and Dr. Rennell. The recital muft be dull,
but it fhall be trye, ‘

IL In thé Note to Dr. Rennell’s Sermon, the
charge ftands thus _

*“ We cannot but lament that in very few of our

“ beft
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¢t beft endowed Seminaries, the ftudy of Chriftianity
« has not * that portion of time and regard allotted
¢ 10 it, which the welfare of {ociety, the progrefs of
« delufive and ruinous errors, and the true intereft
& of forind learning itfelf, feems at the prefent time

| “_peculiarly to call for. - In fome of them, and thofe

‘< not of fmall celebrity or importance, all confide-
- 4 yation of the revealed will of God s pafled over
« with ‘a refolute, fyftematic, and contemptuous
¢« negledt, which is mot exceeded in that which
é the French call their Natianal Inflitute.”” . See Dr.
Rennell’s Sermon, note (@) p- 18-
 Dr. Rennell, by the terms “ fome,” and  very
|« few,” leaves an opening for exception, as has
been already acknowledged; but when you, my
Lord, adopt his expreffion of fyftematic neglet, and
apply it to Public Schools in geseral, without "dif-
crimination or qualification, Dr. Rennell is ftill ac-
countable for the error into which he has led your
Lordfhip ; and your Lordfhip accountable for the
evil report which you have publifhed to the world,
without fufficient authority or examination. The
fame outcry, my Lord, is to be found in feveral of
our religious and moral writers of the prefent day,
—in Cowper, in Dr. Randolph of Bath, in Mr.
Gifborne, and Mrs. Trimmer : and the Secretary of
the Society informs me very coldly, that he is little
acquainted with Public Schools, but he has heard
fimilar reports. This from a friend, my Lord,

* The n‘e'gative is omitted in Dr. Rennell’s text.
wWas
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wads 2’ reproach more: fevere than from an adver-
Tary 3 a friend; my Lord, who had ‘written thie letter
dictated by . Mr. Jones ;. who had’ read the excul
pation which I fent to that excellent divine; and
who, by his prefent anfwer to my application, gives
me reafon to think, that he either did not rememn-
" ber my.defence, ‘or did not believe one wotd of it.
I felt this as the reproof ‘of a friend, and Tam ftill.
in friendfhip with him ; for he is a good man, and
an admirable Secretary ; but if his opinion, or in-
fluence, have at all contributed to promote the re-
je¢tion of my requeft, by the'Board, T fhall feel
that our excellent Society, like many othets, is
rather too much under the dire&ion of its officers.

. Thefe, however, are incidental circumftances;
- and I now proceed to my Defence. '

It would appear, from the imputations of your
Lordfhip and Dr. Rennell, as if you were both ig-
norant, that every Collegiate foundation has a
book of ftatutes, and that the itatutes of all thefe
foundations are veryfull and exprefs on the enforc-
ing of religious dutiesy’and attendances on the office
of worfhip. 'What the ordinances in other inftances
may be, I know mot; but the religious offices at
Weltminiter, prefcrzbed by our {tatutes, amount to
prayers (_mcludmg the graces) ten times a day : of

thefe noneare actually omitted *, except the prayers
vs ' at

» Thc omiffion of early' prayers in this, and other foundations,

has anfen from the manners of the age; thofe who are not in
E bed
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at fix o’clock in the morning ; the maJonty of the

others is performed regularly from five to nine times-

every day, when we attend fchool twice, with a re-
miflion on one day only in the weck ; for this negleét,
which is confeffed, I muft expect your Lordthip’s

reprehenfion ; but the world, in general, will per-

haps think that the office is ftill too frequent. The
performance of this’ fervice is generally enforced

with as much external decency as ¢an be exacted,

allowing for the natural impatience of boys under
reftraint, and the levity of youths The Latin

prayers at {ix in the morning, and eight in the even-’

ing ; with the Englifh at twelve and five, compre-
hend nearly the whole fervice of the Church. Thefe,
fo far as they are performed, are performed with all
the propriety which the prefence and authority of the
mafter can effet ; the others are brief and momen-
tary : but in the execution of this duty, the fecond
mafter, on three days in a week, at leaft, is often
nine times perfonally prefent.

It it fhall be afked, what effeé this fervice has
upon the morals of our youth? for the prefent I
fhall anfwer, that the habit of prayer is a good
habit. I am now only contending againft the re-

bed early, eannot rife early. Our anceftors retired with the cura
few ; and yet Matthew Paris complains, that, in performing the
Ante-lucan fervice, the Monks of his Abbey (St. Alban ’s) were
aﬂeep, and the reader was unintelligible from difpatch.

folute

R e
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folute and i:onte’mpt'uous neglect of our duty with
which we are charged ; and I maintain, that whats
ever the effet may be, here is a 7¢folute and per-
fevering attendance on the offices prefcribed.

The next objett of our ftatutes is to put the
Scriptures into the hands of our fcholars, from the
day on which they enter the School, to the day
they leave it: they commence with tranflating the
Pfalms almoft daily ; they proceed to the Gofpels 3
then to a collettion of Sacred Exercifes, appros
priate to the School; and finally, to produce a
compofition in verfe, from the Pfalms, every Mon-
day. This is the bufinefs of the lower School. In
the higher claffes, the Sacred Exercife is ftill ufed
for compofitions in verfe, the Greek Teftament,
Grotius, and the Hebrew Pfalms; and throughout
the year, on Saturday, a Hzftory, or other portion
out of the Scriptures, is appointed for a Bible ex-
ercife in verfe: added to this, the Catechifm, or
Bifhop Williams’s expofition, is as regularly repeated
on Monday morning, in the lower forms, as in a
Parith School ; attended with fuch an oral explana-
tion as might inftruct the Parith Teacher, as well as
thofe he teaches. In the higher clafles,- there is
another fort of Religious Inftru&ion, which ﬂlall be
noticed in its proper place.

Such, my Lord, is the Inftitution that Dr. Ren-
nell callsa Pagan fyftem; and fuch are the labours

of men, that he accufes of refolute, contemptuous, 4
' E 3 and
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and fyftematic neglect of Chriftian Inftrultion. But
in all this, my Lord, we claim no merit ; it is-the
routine of bufinefs, the prefcription of our ftatutes's

- whether.any effet follows-from it or not, ‘we have

performed a duty, we have fulfilled our «covenant,
and we are no farther accountable to man..If “‘we
have any merit, it is in the execution of voluntary
and higher offices; but thefe, your Lordfhip and
Dr. Rennell have no right to exadt, nor.the World,
nor the Parents of the children.entrufted to our care;
we contracted only for this, and ‘this we have per-
formed. I have performed it for forty years; from
the day I fat as Uther at the firft form, to the pre-
fent moment in which I am writing. I acknowledge
no delinquency or negle€t;'and if any can be proved
sgamft me, I afk for no favour, but let judgment be
pafled.

So much for the refolute and contemptuous,
but I come now to the fyftematic negleét; an im-
putation of your Lordihip’s, in common with Dr.
Rennell. Now, this charge will fall .to the ground
of itfelf, if it can be proved, that, in any one in-
ftance, we do more than what the letter of our ftatutes
enjoins. 'The inftances I produce arethefe: Firft, The

- expofition of the Catechifm ; and, Secondly, The ap-

plication of every paffage in Scripture to inftruétion,
as-foon as our Pupils are of an age to comprehend.
If there is a ﬁngle leffon -of the Greek Teftament,
where the opportumty for this is not'embraced; if

g - there
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there is a fingle exercife out of the Bible, propofed
or explained to the Clafles, without this objeét ‘in:
view ; without confidering the moral and religious
tendency of the fubject, as well as its arrangement
for poetical compofition, among us, the teacher
would be deemed inexcufable. This opportunity
occurs weekly; and, in the courfe of paffing
through the upper clafles, the whole Hiftory, and
“moft of the prophetical Writings come at leaft once
in review, and become objects of the labour, medi-,
tation, and reflection of every individwal. But if
this is thought a matter of courfe, what fhail be faid
of our leflon 'in' the higheft clafs, where Grotius
prefents us with almoft all the arguments that have
been advanced in defence of ourholy Religion? I
aver, that it is now, and .always was, the moft la-
boured leflon of the week. If a boy were fuffered,
in this inftance, to render the <words only, then
might we be faid to neglect the #hings which belong
unto Salvation : but it'employs more time, and is
enforced with more earneftnefs than any leflon in
the week.  The whole is read in the courfe of two
years ; and no individual, who completes his edu-
cation, is fent into the world without having all the
evidences (of the Chriftian Religion fet before him.
This, my Lord, an indifferent perfon would call
elementary inﬂ:ru&ion, at leaft ; but Dr. Rennell,
by an uniformity of perverfion, tranfmutes it into
elementary ignorance. I cannot {ufficiently exprefs
~ my contempt of the infinuation. '
: In
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In Paffion Weel, it is the cuftom of the Schook
to take our leflon, for the higheft clafs, from: fome
peculiar {ubjed of the New Teftament : {fometimesy
it is the Hiftory of Paul, from the A&ts; {fometimes,
 the Abrogation of the Ceremonial Law, from the
Epiftle to the Galatians; at other times, the Sacri-
fice and Atonement, with the doétrine of Faith and
Works, from the Epiftle to the Romans; and our
laft fubje&t was, the Sermon on the Mount. Whether
the leCtures upon thefe occafions are good or bad,
fufficient or infufficient, muft-depend upon the abi-
lity of ‘the inftructor; but they are delivered with
all his heart, with all his mind, and with all his
foul, with all the powers that he poflefles, with
all the kn’owlcdge' that he has acquired.

1 fhall not dwell upon thé preparation of our boys
for confirmation; it"occurs but once'in two years,
and it may be confidered as a‘duty in courle, rather
than ‘proceeding from' the voluntary inclination of
the maftér ; but it confifts, my Lord, of a catechetical
le€ture, continued for four, five; or fix days; it is
executed with fidelity, and, 1 believe, with' good
effe&. 1 have never feen an inftance of that irre-
verent and tumultuous behaviour which occurs too
frequently in the numerous affemblage from con-
tigious diftriéts, but a fedate, temperate, and orderly
attendance. .

The laft inftance I ﬂml-l produce, is a concern of
fuch high importance, that I wifh to {peak of it with

every
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cvery caution that diffidence can fuggeft: It is' the
celebration of the Supper of the Lord; a momentous
duty, when propofed to youth; and thought, by
fome, to be of too ferious a nature to be undertaken
by any of their early age, levity, and inexperierice,
But. the opinion of the primitive Church was. in
favour of early communion; our own éffice of
confirmation, fuppofes all that have been confirmed
to be ripe for this duty; and the fatutes of the Utrii.
verfities and collegiate Schools, which enjoin the
participation in this bond of fellowthip four times in
every year, are in correfpondence with the canons
which bind the whole body of the Laity under the
fame obligation. The Laity have freed themfelves
from this injun&ion ; the laws. of toleration, and the
manners of the times have taken all power out of
the hands which ought to have enforced it, and re-
ligion is prejudiced by the change ; but, as Minifters
of the Gofpel, it may be prefumed, that we have no
inclination to relax; and, if we had the will, we
have not the power to abrogate our ftatutes, or re-
lieve thofe from the obligation who'e attendance it is
our duty to enforce. - -

What remains then, but to execute the truft re.
poled in us, to the advantage of thefe committed to
our care; to'inftru&t and inform them in regard to
the nature of the inftitution, to prepare them to the
utmoft of our power. This is a duty, my Lord,
moft painfully and energetically performed ; prayers

o] 6 are
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aré felected for the purpofe; and, in addition to the
other offices of the day, performed, during the whole
week previous in the mafter’s houfe ;- and uponene
day in that week, a letture, or rather affeftionate
addrefs, is delivered to'them, in a manner which 1
with your Lordfhip or Dr. Rennell could atteft, I
have, with very little exception, perfonally, for thirty
years . executed this office, four times./in every
year; and I have evety realon to believe, that it is
acceptable, falutary, and efficacious. I have received
the thanks of feveral, after they have been many
years removed from my tuition ; and, 1 perfuade my-
felf, that I have laid in many, a foundation of virtue
and religion, which will be built upon by thofe who
have received the inftru@ion, and be acknowledged
by every one but my accnfers. ¢ The firft part of
Chriftian education is to make young people ac-
quainted with the Scriptures: the fecond is, to ex-
plain the do&rines, and apply ‘the precepts; both,
{o far as I amajudge, are provided for in the courfe
of inftru&ion, which I have now detailed : the for-
mer part by our ftatutes, the latter by the prattice
and attention of the inftructors. ol v
. But here, my Lord, I expeét to be told thatall
this may+be done without effett; that the mere per-
formance of this tatk is nothing, without the will,
the mind, the example, the fervency, the zeal of
the inftructor. - On this head I have nothing to offer
for myfelf ; but on this head I muft cbferve, that
neither
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neither Dr. Rennell or your Lordfhip are au-
thorifed to be my judges. To my own mafter I am
to ftand or fall, and whether my foundation is gold,
wood, or ftubble, muft be determined before that
tribunal, where [ muft plead no merit of my own,
but appear with confcious trembling, for my imper-
fections, negligences, and omiflions, and feel that
there is but one hope of pardon for me and for
you.

Or it will be faid, thatall this is without effe, be-
caufe vice ftill exifts. Doubtlefs it does, in {chools as
well as nations.  Education can no more extinguith
vice than law ; but every good government, and every
good intitution of learning aim at the correétion of
the governed.  And if you afk whether we perceive
the immediate effe of our endeavours, I muft anfwer
with hefitation. For we caft our bread upon thewaters,
but we do not expeét to find it till after many days.
We experience no inftantaneous convition or con-
verfion, nor do we hope it ; and if we -afferted it,
it might be juftly replied, that it is ealy to make boys
as well as men hypocrites, but very difficult to make
them religious.- As far as my own obfervation
ferves, it is the feed fown which is to ripen for the
harveft, when the age of refleCtion fhall arrive. Men,
even young men, feel the want and confolation of
religion ;' and it is when thofe thoughts prefent
themfelves, that memory will fuggelt the precepts

and principles propofed to them in their youth. It
F i3
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. is to that period we look forward for fuccefs; for
though the majority among us is always on the
fide of virtue, Idare not fay that the principles of
religion are as evident now as we hope them to be
hereafter.

If Public Education were a {yftem of corruption,
in the fecond generation the ftain of vice muft be inde-
lible; but fome of the beft families in the kingdom
have been bred among us for fix or feven generations,
and they continitie the ornament of our fchool to the
prefent hour, I fee the lateft objefts of my care
promifing to anfwer all the expectations of their
friends, and of their country. The companions of
my life are thofe who have been bred under my
tuition, and better friends or better men I know not
whete to find : and whatever imputations I expe-
rience from the world, or thofe who know me not,
my reward on this fide Heaven I leave to their gra-
titude and rehembrance. *Of myfelf I am afhamed
to fpeak ; I know it is foohfhnels of boafting : but
if T have offended in this point beyond the ftricteft
line of felf-defence, 1 entreat the indulgence of all
that fhall favour thefe fheets with a perufal. The
charge againit me was indifcriminate—it could
only be- repedéd by a ftatement of particulars. I
have now ftated them, and I a.blde by the ]udgment
of the Public.

But I cannot lay down my pen without calling

wpon your Lordfhip for a public revocation of your
charge,
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charge, fo far as’ you impute fyftematic neglect to
the conductors of Public Education; and if, with
fuch revocation, you fhall choofe to infift upon the
oticer articles of impeachment, I requeft your Lord-
fhip to make inquiry into the fadts before you ag-
gravate the injury. = Thofe who have been bred at
Weltminfter are to be met with in every circle; in-
terrogate them on the fubjeét—not generally, whe-
ther they have had a religious education, but par-
ticularly, ‘whether the various duties here fpecified
have been performed. Thofe only can fatisfy your
inquiries who have completed their education
among us, and have enjoyed the benefit of the foun-
dation : the information of others will be imperfe&,
extending only as far as their progrefs and fituation in
the {chool enabled them to fee and judge. If, after
fuch inveftigation, your Lordfhip fhall find that you
have injured a man who never gave you caufe of
offence, I think you will be forry for having repofed
implicit confidence in Dr. Rennell ; and it will be no
pleafing fenfation to refle, that you have prejudiced
the interefts and eftimation of a body of men whofe
life has been devoted to the fervice of their country.
Our life is not an unhappy one : the attachment of
the good, and their fuccefs in life compenfates for the

failure of thofe who have profited lefs by our endea-

vours ; and if the performance of a laborious duty
does”not render it u_nhappy, why is it to be made fo
by unprovoked infult or unauthorifed animadverfion ?
Forty years labour, and fifty years experience, entitle

Fa2° me
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me to a retirement of quiet and independence. - But if
my retirement is to be embittered with the reproach of
having done no good, of fyftematic neglect, of re-
folute and contemptuous inattention to my duty—
I anfwer, once for all, that ¢ contemptuous ne-
¢ glet,” is a term paft comprehenfion; contempt
of a duty towards God is not wickednefs, but
infanity. And * refolute or {yftematic neglect,” I
difclaim, as a charge utterly falfe and groundlefs ; a

falfehood I have proved it, if my teftimony is worthy

of credit ; and if my aflertion is not fufficient, I am
ready to eftablith it by legal evidence, by oath, or
any other ordeal that my accufers may demand.
But for the prefent, I take my leave of them with
the {entiment of a Poet and a Pagan.

4 / \ ’ \
'Es 0 010 GpapTavaci, pm wAS® xexd
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POSTSCRIPT.

For the information of thofe who are unacquaint-
ed with Weftminfter School, it is neceflary to {tate,
that the Sacred Exercifes, mentioned above, were
collected and drawn up by the late Mr. Wilcox, fon
of the Bifthop of Rochefter, a moft pious and de-
vout Chriftian, and one of the moft elegant fcholars
of his time. They confift of Leffons with appropri-

ate Collets, and comprehend many of the moral
4 : ~ and
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and poetical paflages from the Prophets, Fcclefiaftes,
and the Book of Wifdom. They form only part of
a general fyltem intended to have been completed by
an exemplification of Greek morality, from the Me-
morabilia of Xenophon ; and of Roman morality, in
a work called Roman Converfations. The firft and
fecond part of this plan were executed, and are
adopted. The Roman Converfations were finithed
by Mr. Wilcox, but not publifhed till after his
death, when they proved too voluminous for the
purpofe intended ; but they are always recommended
to the Scholars for perufal.

RELIGIOUS



RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

In WESTMINSTER SCHOOL.

In the three firft forms, where childern are efti-
mated from 8 to ro years of age—The Pfalms and
Gofpels turned into Latin, are an exercife four days
i the week. '

On Monday Catechifm repeated.

In the two other forms of the Lower Schoel—
Sacred Exercifes two days in a week.

On Mondays, alternately—DBifhop Williams’s Ex-
pofition, and the Catechxfm repeated and explained,
viva voce.

Boys 10, 11, or 12 years of age.

UpPER ScHoOL.
P Fourth Form.
Bible Exercife. Greek Teftament. Sacred Ex-
ercifes—and, at firlt, Greek Teftament every day
conftrued and explained.

Fifth Form, and Shell.
Nearly the fame; with Sacred Exercifes occa-
fionally in all three.

Sixth Form.
- Bible Exercife on Saturday.
Grotius Leflon on Monday, explained at large.
King’s
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KiNnG’s ScHoLARS.

Grotius, Hebrew Pfalter, Bible Exercife weekly.
Upper Boys receive the Sacrament four times
a-year ; always leCtured and prepared.

Throughout the Upper School,

Greek Teftament during Paflion Week—the hif-
tory or docrine explained.

Confirmation once in two years—a week’s lec-
ture to explain and prepare.

Prayers in College, and at the Boarding-houfes.

On Saturdays in Term, Le&ures are read to the
King’s Scholars by a Prebendary.

This Inftitution has produced two learned and
ufeful Publications by Dr. Heylin and Dr. Blair; and
the duty is now very meritorioufly performed by the

Rev. Mr. Hughes, Prebendary.

RELIGIOUS
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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

AT WINCHESTER.

Prayers regularly morning and evening in Chapel.

Catechetical Lectures regularly read.

Upper Boys receive the Sacrament once a-month.

Grotius read and explained every Sunday even-
mg. :

"This account is very imperfect.

b BNl 8.
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Piinted by A. Swrahan,
New-Sucet Square.




